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the  St.  Pancras  Paving  Bill 

Mar.  2.    The  Noes  on  a  Clause  in  the  Counsel  for  Prisoners'  Bill 
The  Ayes  on  the  Third  Clause  of  the  same  Bill     . . 
The  Ayes  on  the  Question  that  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 

to  inquire  into  the  Poole  (Borough)  Elections     . . 
The  Noes  on  tbe  same  Question 
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THE  MINISTRY. 


Attorney- General  -  -  -  , 
Solicitor- General  .... 
Lord. Advocate  Tor  Scotland 
Solicitor- General  for  Scotland  • 
Attorney* Genera)  for  Ireland  - 
Solicitor- General  for  Ireland    - 


Sir  JoiiK  Campbell. 
Sir  R.  RoLFE. 
Mr.  Murray. 

Mr.  GUNIVOHAHE. 

Mr.  O'LocHLBv. 

Mr.  Richards. 


HOUSEHOLD  APPOINTMENTS. 

Lord  Chamberlain     .......     Marquess  of  CoHyNCHAH 

Lord  Steward      ........     Duke  of  Argyll. 

Master  of  tbe  Horse  -     ---...     Earl  of  Albemarle. 
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ROLL 

or  7HB 

I.ORDS    SPZRITVAI.   AND   TEMPORAZ., 

IN  TSB  SICOMD  SISSION  OF  TRB  TWBLFTR  PARLIAUBHT 

UNITED  KINGDOM  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

[/(  hat  been  thought  better  to  omit  the  o^cia!  digniliet  of  Petri,  beeaute/ront  the  ehanget  of 
Mimltg,  the  Litttfrequenll]/  betxtna  uieleu  b^ore  Iha  Seitton  or  Parliament  end*.'} 


HU  Royal  HrghoeBS  ERNear  At 
Duke  of  Cumberland  and  of  Tetiot- 

DALE. 

His  Royal  Highness  Auoustitb  Pred- 
-    BRICK  Dake  of  Sussex. 
His  Royal  Highoess  Adoxfhus  Faed- 
EKiCK  Dnkeof  Cahbridoe. 

William  Archbishop  of  Cantbrbury. 

Edward  Archbishop  of  York. 

JojiN  Georoe  Archbishop  of  Armaoh. 

Bernard  Edward  Duke  of  Norfolk, 

Earl  Manhal  of  England. 
Edwakd  Adolfhus  Duke  of  Sohessbt. 
Chakles  Duke  of  Richmond. 
Georob  Henry  Dukcof  Graftok. 
Henrt  Duke  of  Beaufort. 
William  Aubrey  db  Vers  Duke  of 

St,  Aiban's. 
Georob  William  Frederick  Duke  of 

Leeds. 
John  Duke  of  Bedford. 
William   Spencbr   Duke  of  Dbtoh- 

sniRB. 
George  Duke  of  Hahlborouoh. 
John  Hbkiiy  Duke  of  Rutland. 
Alex  an  der  Dnks  of  Bramdok.    (Duke 

of  HamUtim.) 
William  Henry  Cavendish  Duke  of 

'Portland. 
William  Duke  of  Manchester. 
CnARLEs  Duke  of  Dorset. 
Hbnry  Pelhah  Duke  of  Newcastle. 


Hugh  Duke  of  Northumberland. 
Arthur  Duke  of  Wellinotoh. 
Richard  Duke  of  Buckinohah  and 
Chakdos. 

Georob  Ghanvillb  Duke  of  Suthbr- 

LAND. 

William  Harry  Duke  of  Cietbland. 
Charles    Ihooldesby     Marquess    of 

WlKCHESTEE. 

Gboroe    Marquesa     of     Tweeddale. 

(Elected  for  Scoiland.) 
Henrt  Harqueas  of  Lansdownb. 
George    Fbrrars    Marquess   Towns- 

hekd. 
James  Brownlow  William  Marquess 

of  Salisbury, 
Thomas  Marquess  of  Bath. 
James  Marqueia  of  Abercdrn, 
Francis  Charles  Marquess  of  Hkht- 

FORD. 

John  Marques*  of  Bdtb. 

William  Marquess  of  Thomond.  (Lord 

Tadcatter.)    (Elected for  TrelmdJ 
Brownlow  Marquess  of  Exeter, 
Sfencer  Joshua  Alwyke  Marquess  of 

Northampton. 
John  Jeffreys  Marquess  CAHDBtr. 
Henry  William  Marq.  of  Anolesbt. 
Georoe  Horatio  Marquess  of  Chol- 

MONDELEY. 

George  Augustus  Fsakcis  Marquess 
of  Hastings.        n  b,  LiOOglC 
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Chabies  Marquess  of  Ailesbvut. 
Georob    Thomas    Johk   Marquess  of 

Webtmeath.    (Elected  for  Ireland.) 
Frederick     Williau     Marquess     of 

Bristol. 
Archibald  Maiquess  of  Ailsa. 
JoHR  Harqueis  of  Breadalbanb. 
Robert  Maniuess  of  Westminster. 

JoHM  Earl  of  Shrewsburt. 

Edward  Earl  of  Derbt. 

Frahcii  Tbeofbilds  Uevrt   Earl  of 

Huntingdon. 
Robert  Henry  Earl  of  Pbhbroxb  and 

Montoomsbt. 
Williau  Earl  of  Devon. 
Thomas  Earl  of  Suffolk  and  Bbrk- 

SHIRB. 

William  Basil  Percy  Earl  of  Den- 
bio  h. 

ioBN  Earl  of  WESTMORRtAND. 

Albemarle  Earl  of  Linoset. 
George  Habrt  £arl  of  Stamford  and 

Warrinoton. 
George  William  Earl  of  Winchilsea 

and  NoTTiNOHAU. 
George  Earl  of  Chesterfield. 
Henry  Earl  of  Thavet. 
John  William  Earlof  Sandwicq. 
George  Earl  of  Essex. 
Robert  Earl  of  Cardigan. 
Gboroe  Earl  of  Carlisle. 
Walter  Francis  Earl  of  Doncaster. 

(Duka  <tf  Bucclmch  axd  QiuetubitT}/.) 

Cro'fLEY  Earl  of  SnAFTBtBVRT. 

Earl  of  Bebkblit. 

MoNTAOUB  Earl  of  AsiNaDON. 
Andrew  Earl  of  Plymouth. 
John  Savile  Earl  of  Scarburouou. 
William  Chableb  Earlof  Albxharlb 
George  William  Earl  of  Coventry. 
Gboroe  Earl  of  Jersey. 
John  EiitIPodlbtt. 
Oeorob    Sbolto    Earl    of    Morton. 
{Elected  for  Scotland.) 

Alexander    Earl  of  Home.     (Elected 
for  Scotland.) 

Thomas  Earl  of  Elgin.    {Elected  fo 
Scotland.) 

David   Earl  of  Airhe.    {Elected  fo 
Scottand.) 


David  Earl  of  Lbvkn  and  Meltillb 

{Elected  for  Scotland.) 
Dunbar    Jamks    Earl     of    Selkirk. 

(Elected for  Scotland.) 
Thomas  John  Earl  of  Orkney.  {Eltcled 

for  Scotland.) 
Edward   Eiu-I    of    Oxford    and    Earl 

Mortimer. 
Washington  Earl  Ferrers. 
William  Earl  of  Dartmouth. 
Charles  Augustus  Earl  of  Tanker- 

VILLE. 

Heneagb  Earl  of  Atlesfobd. 

Peter  Leopold   Louis  Francis  Earl 

COWFER. 

Philif  Henry  Eail  STAiraopB. 
Robert  Earl  of  Harborouor. 
Oeorob  Earlof  Macclesfield. 
George  William  Richard    Earl    of 

Pom  fret. 
James  Earl  O&aham.      {Duke  qf  Mon- 

irote.) 
George  Edward  Crewtok  ErtIWal- 

dboratb. 
Bertram  Earl  of  Ashburnhah. 
Charles  Earl  of  Harrington. 
JoHir  CbarlEs  Earl  oT  PoRtsMovTB. 
Henry    Richard    Earl   Brooke   and 
.  Earl  of  Warwick. 
Georob  Robert  Earl  of  Buckinoham- 

SHIBB. 

Charles  William  Earl  Fitzwilliam. 
Gboroe  Eart  of  Eorbmont. 
Francis  £arl  of  Guilford. 

JaHEB  Eail  CORNWALLIB. 

Charles  Puilif  Earlof Hardwicke. 
Henry  Stephen  Earl  of  Ilchbstkr. 
George  John  Esrl  De  La  Warr. 
William  Earl  of  Radnor. 
John  Charles  Earl  Spencer. 
Henry  George  Earl  Bathorst. 
Arthur  Blundbll Sandys Trumbull 

Earl  of  Hillsborough.     {Mar^puu 

of  Doiowhire.) 
John  Charles  Earl  of  Clarendon. 
Henry  Earl  of  Abxroavsnity. 
George  Earl  of  Norwich.    {Dvke  of 

Gordon.) 
Charles  Cuetwynd  Earl  Talbot. 
John  Earl  Strange.     (Duke  ofAthoK) 
Richard  Eul  of  Houht  Edocumbb. 


THB  LORDS'  ROLL. 


RPOB  fin!  FoETEiCTJE. 

Edwakd  Earl  of  Digbt. 

Oeoroe  Eftri  of  Beterlet. 

David  Wilmam  Earl  of  Mansfield. 

Henkt  John  Geo&oe  Earl  of  Carnar' 

TON. 
CHAXLEsCECILCoPBEarlof  LiVEHFOOL. 

Georoe  Earl  Cadoqan. 
James  Edward  Earl  of  HALHEBBnnT. 
Somerset  Richard  Earl  of  Carrick, 
(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

FKANCIBWlLltAMEarlofCKABLEHONT. 

(Elected for  Ireland. ) 
Obobgs    Eail    of    Kinostov.      (Lord 

Kmgitm.)    (Elected  for  Ireland.) 
Stepbeit    Earl    of   Mount    Caihell- 

(Elected  for  Ireland.) 
John    Earl    of   Mato.      (£Ucted  for 

Ireland.) 
John   Wii,louohbt    Earl    of   Ennis- 

iiLiEH.    (Lord  (Jrinstead.)  (Elected 

for  freland.) 
WiLLrAM  Eari  of  Wicklow.    (Seeted 

for  Ireland.) 
Richard  Itiri  otLmtis.    (ElKUifot 

Irtlattd.) 
SoHSRtiT  LowRT   Earl  of   Belhori. 

(Elected  for  Ireland.) 
CharlesHenrtSt.  JoBK  Earl  O'Neill. 

(Elected  for  Ireland.) 
James    Earl     of   Bandon.       (Elected 

for  Ireland.) 
DvvKi  Earl  of  Calbdon.     (Elated  for 

Ireland.) 
Janes  Earl  of  Rosslyn. 
WiiLiAH  Earl  of  Craven. 
Arthur  Georoe  Earl  of  Onslow, 
CuAKLEa  Earl  ofRoMKBT. 
Henry  Thomas  Earl  of  Chichester. 
Thomas  Earl  of  Wilton. 
Edmund  Henry  Earl   of  Limerick. 

(Lord  Foxford.)  (Elected for  Ireland.) 
Richard  Eailof  Clancartt.    (Vitc. 

Chncarty.)    (Elected  for  Ireland.) 
Edward  Eul  of  Powx*. 
Horatio  Eail  Nelson. 
Archibald  Earl  of  OotroRD.    (Eected 

for  Ireland.) 
Lawrence  Earl  of  Roue.    (Elected  for 

Ireland.) 
Charles  Herbert  Earl  Manters. 
Horatio  Earl  of  Orford. 


Charles  Ear)  Oriy. 
William  Earl  of  Lonsdale. 
Ddoley  Earl  of  Harrowbt. 
CoNtTANTiNB   Hehry   Earl    of   McL- 

orate. 
Henry  Earl  of  Harewood. 
Gilbert  Eail  of  Minto. 
William  Schaw  Earl  Catiicart. 
James  Walter  Earl  of  Verulam, 
John  Earl  Browhlov. 
William  Earl  of  Saint  Germans. 
John  Earl  of  Horlet, 
George  Augustus  Frederick  Hbnrt 

Earl  of  Bradford. 
John  Rboinals  Earl  Beauchamp. 
Ric^ARB  Earl  of  GlsNoall.    (Elected 

for  Ireland.) 
Thomas  Philip  Earl  de  Grby. 
John  Earl  of  Eldon, 
Edward  Earl  of  Falmooth. 
Richard  William  Penn  Earl  Howe. 
John  Sowers  Earl  Sohers. 
John   Edward  Cornwallib    Earl   of 

Stradbroke. 
Charles  William  Earl  Vane.    (Mar- 

j«e«  of  Londonderry.) 
William  Pitt  Earl  Amherst. 
John  Frederick  Earl  Cawdor. 
Georgr  Earl  of  Hvnstbr. 
William  Earl  of  BtrRLiNOTON. 
Robert  Earl  of  Camferdown. 
Thomas  William  Ear]  of  Lichfield. 
John  George  Earl  of  Durham. 
Frederick  John  Earlof  Ripon. 
Grantille  Earl  Granville. 
Henry  Viscount  Hereford. 
John  Viacouot  Arbutiinott.    (EUctei 

for  Scotland.) 

James  Viscount  Stratballan.  (Elected 

for  Scotland.) 
Henry  Viscount  Bolisobroke  and  St, 

John. 
George  Viscount  Torrinoton. 
Augustus   Fredkrick  Viscoutit  Lein- 

8T8R.  (DuAe  of  Leintler.) 
Henry  Viscount  Maynard. 
John  Robert  Viscount  Sydney. 
Samuel  Viscount  Hood. 
Hayes  Viscount  Doneraile.     (Elected 

for  Ireland.) 
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EdwARD  Je&Tis  Viicount  St.  Vim  cent. 
RoBEKT  ViBConnt  Heltille. 

HzNRT  Viscount  SiDMODTir. 

RoBEKT     EdVABD      VisCOUnt     LoRTOH 

(Elected  for  Ireland.) 
Francis  Oerard  Viscouot  Lake. 
Oeoroe  Viscouat  Gordon.    (Earl  of 

Aberdeen.) 
Edward  Viscount  Exuovtii. 
Charles  Viscount  Goet.     (Elected  for 

Ireland.) 
JoBV    Hely    Viscount    HuTCniKsoy. 

(Earl  of  Donoughtnore.J 
Wii.i,iAM  Cars  Viscount  Bgresford. 
Richard  Viscount  Clavcartt.     (In 

awlker  place  at  Earl  of  Clancariy.) 
Stafletok  Viscount  Cohbermere. 

CrARLEB  Viscount  CAltrERBURY. 

Charles  Jahes  Bishop  of  Lohsov. 
William  Bisbop  of  Durham. 
Chab.  Richa  rd  Bishop  of  WincbestkB' 
Thomas  Buhop  of  Salibbort. 
Hekry  Bishop  of  Norwich. 
BovTSR  Edward  Bishop  of  Elt. 
Geo.  HsHitT  Bp.  of  Bath  and  Wells. 
HEFRTBp.ofLiCHFiELoand  Coventry. 
Herbert  Bishop  of  PETERBORotion. 
John  Bishop  of  Limcoln. 
William  Bishop  of  St,  Asaph. 
Christopher  Bishop  of  Bangor. 
Robert  James  Bishop  of  Worcester. 
John  Banks  Bishop  of  St.  David's. 
HuoH  Bishop  of  Carlisle. 
George  Biihop  of  Rochester. 
Edward  Bishop  of  Llakdaff. 
John  Bird  Bishop  of  Chestek. 
Richard  Bishop  of  OxroRD. 
Jambs  Henry  Bishop  of  Gloucester, 
Henry  Bishop  of  Exeter. 
Edward  Bishop  of  CmcnESTER. 
Edward  Bishop  of  Hereford. 
Joseph  Bishop  of  Bristol. 
Samuel  Bishop  of  Cork,    Ross,    and 

Cloymb. 
Richard  Bishopof  Down  and  Connor, 
Thomas  Bishop   of  Ferns,  LEioirLiH, 

and  OssoRY. 

Henry  William  Lord  Oe  Ros. 
George  John  Loid  Audley, 
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Peter    Robert    Lord  tViiLOtroBBT 

D'Eresbv. 
Thomas  Lord  Dacrb. 
Charles  Rodolpb  Lord  Clinton. 
William  Lord  Stourton. 
Robert  Lord  Bernbrs. 
Henry  Peyto  Lord  Willougiibt  Dh 

Broke. 
Henry  Lord  Paget, 
Kenneth  Alexander   Lord  Howard 

of  Effinsham. 
St.    Andrew    Bbauchauf    Lord   St. 

John  of  Bletso. 
CuAS.  Avo.  Lord  Howard  de  Waldek. 
Gboroe  Harry  Lord  Gret  ofOROfiY. 
William  Francis  Henry  Lord  Petre. 
Gregory  Will.  Lord  Saye  and  Sble. 
Henry  Benedict  Lord  Arundell  of 

Wardour. 
John  Lord  Clipton.  (Earl of  Damley.) 
Joseph  Thaddeus  Lord  Dormer. 
Henry  Francis  Lord  Teynham. 
George  William  Lord  Stafford. 
George  Anson  Lord  Byron. 
William  Lord  Ward, 
Huon    Charles  Lord    Clifvoed   of 

Crudleiqh. 
Francis  Lord  Howland. 
James  Ochoncar  Lord  Forbes.  (Elect, 

for  Scotland.) 
Alexander   George   Lord  Saltodn. 

(Elected  for  Scotland.) 
Francis    Lord    Gray.     (Elected  for 

Scotland.) 
Charles  Lord  Sinclair.    (EUeledfot 

Scotland.) 
John    Lord  Colviliz.     (Steted  for 

Scotland.) 
Eric  Lord  Rbat.  (EUeied for  Scotland.) 
Edmund  Lord  Boyle.    (Earl  (f  Cork 

and  Orrery.) 
Thomas  Robert  Lord  Hay.    (Earl  of 

Kinnoul.) 

DiGBY  Lord  MiSDLETOH. 

William  Lord  Kino. 
Frederick  John  Lord  Monson. 
Henry  Lord  Montfort. 
Frederick  Lord  Ponbonbt.    (Earl  of 

Betborough.) 
Lewis  Richard  Lord  Sondes. 
Nathakibl  Lord  Scarsdalb. 

oogic 


Gxo&SB  Lord  BosToif. 
Hknht  Richaud  Lord  Hollahs. 
Hkkut  Friderics  John  Jahes  Lord 
LovEii    and  Holland.     (Earl  qf 
Egmont.) 
Oeoros  John  Lord  Vsabon. 
Thohas  Lord  DuciE. 
George  Charles  Lord  Camden. 
Geokge    William    Lord    Sundriogb 

and  Hamilton.    (Duke  of  Argyll.) 
Edward  William  Lord  Havke. 
Thomas  Lord  Foley. 
Geoege  Talbot  Lord  Dtnevor. 
Tbomas  Lord  Walbinoham. 
William  Lord  Baoot. 
Charles  Lord  Southampton. 
Fletcher  Loid  Gkantlkt. 
GEOBoe  Lord  Rodket. 
George  Lord  Carteret. 
William  I<ord  Berwick. 
John  Lord  Sherborne. 
Hen.  Jambs  Montagu  Lord  Moktaou. 
Henry   Lord  Txroke.    (Marquea  f^f 

Waterford.) 
Henry    Lord   Caribton.      (Earl   of 

Shamum.) 
Eoward  Lord  Suffield. 
Gut  Lord  Dorchester. 
George  Lord  Kenyoh. 
Richard  Lord  Bratbbooke. 
George  Augustus  Lord  Fibke&wick. 

(Marqneu  of  Donegal.) 
Archibald  Lord  Douglas  of  Douglas. 
Henry  Hall  Lord  Ga6e.    fV.  Gage.) 
EotTABD  Trohas  Lord  Thvrlow. 
GiOKOE  Lord  Auckland. 
William  Henry  Lord  Lyttleton. 
Henry  Welborb  Lord  Mendip.   (VU- 

anmt  Clifdrnt.) 
Henry  John  Lord  Selsbt. 
Lawrence  Lord  Dundas. 
Charles  Lord  Tarborouoii. 
Feancis    Lord    Stuart    of    Castlb 

Stuart.    (Earl  <ff  Moray.) 
Randolph  Lord  Stewart  of  Qarliei 

(Earl  <if  QaUaway.) 
Jambs    Thomas     Lord    Saltirsford. 

(Earl  <ff  Courtown.) 
George    Lord   Bbodbick. 

Middleton,) 
George  Lord  Calthorpb. 
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John  Lord  RoUA< 

Richard  Lord  Weixxslby.  ('tforgtuu 

Wellesley.) 
Robert  Lord  Cabsington. 
Henbt  Lord  Bayning, 
William  Powlett  Lord  Bolton. 
John  Lord  Wodehousb. 
John  Loid  Northwick. 
Thomas  Atberton  Lord  Ltlford. 
Thomas  Lord  Ribblxsdale. 
John  Lord  FiTzoiBBON.    (E.  of  Clare.) 
Edward    Wadding    Lord   Dunsany. 

(Elected  for  Ireland.)  ^ 

John    Lord  Carbbbt.     (Elected  for 

Ireland.) 
John  Ld.  Fabnham.  (Eleet.far  Ireiaxd.) 
James  Lord  Dufferin  and  Claneboye. 

(Eleeted  fir  Ireland.) 
Henry  Lord  Dunalley.    (Elected  for 

Ireland.) 
Cbarles  Loid  MooBK.    (Marquett  of 

Drogheda.) 
John  Loftus  Lord  Loftcs.    (Marqueu 

qfEly.) 
John  Loid  Cabtsfobt.  (EarlofCarys- 

fort.) 
William  Lord  Alvanlbt. 
George  Lord  Abbrcromby. 
Alleyke  Lord  St.  Helen's. 
John  Thomas  Lord  RbsesdaLe. 
Georoe  Lord  Rivers. 
Edward  Lord  Ellenborouoq. 
Charles  George  Lord  Ardem. 
Georob  Augustus  Fbedbbick  Chab, 

Lord  Sheffield.    (Earl  <if  Shield.) 
GuARLEs  Noel  Lord  Barham. 
David  Montagu  Lord  Erskinb. 
Howe     Peter     Lord    Mont    Eagle. 

(Margvesi  of.Sligo.) 
Archibald  William  Lord  Abdbobsav. 

(EarlofEglmtoim.) 
James   Lord    Lauderdale.    (Earl  of 

Lauderdale.) 
George    Lord    Gbarars.      (Earl   of 

Oranard.) 
HuNGERFoBD  Lord  Cbewi. 
John  Lord  Ponsonby  of  Ihokillt. 
Alan  Legge  Lord  Gardner. 
Thomas  Lord  Manners. 
John   Lord   Hopbtoun  and    NiODRT. 

(Earl  ofHopetoun.) 

*  ...Cookie 
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Thomas  Lord  Ltkedooh. 

RowLiNO  Loid  HiLi.. 

GeoROK  Lord  Dalbousie.      (Earl  of 

Dalhousie.) 
Qeoroe    Lord    Meldedh.     (Earl   of 

Aboyne.) 
Oeokge  Lord  Ross.    (Earl of  Glasgow.) 
JoHK  WiLLOuoHBY  Lord  Grinstf.ad. 

(In  another  place  as  Earl  of  EnniS' 

killen.) 
Edmund  Henry  Lord  Foxfoud.    {In 

another  place  as  Earl  of  Limerick.) 
William  Lord  Melbourne.    (Viscount 

Melbourne.) 
FnANcn  Almeric  Lord  Ciiurcmiil. 
WiLLiAU  Geoege  Lord  Harris, 
Aloehnon  Lord  Prudhoe. 
CnARtBs  Lord  Colchester. 
Jomi   WtLUAH   Robert    Lord    Ker. 

(Marquesi  of  Lothian.) 
Fbahcii  Nathaniel    Lord  Minster, 

(Marquess  Conyngham.) 
James  Lord  Orhonde.    (Marguess  qf 

Orjoonde.) 
Francis  Lord  Wemybb. 
Robert  Lord  Clanbrassil.    {Earl  of 

Roden.) 
George  Lord  Kinostoh.     {In  another 

place  as  Earl  of  Kingston.) 
Edward  Michael  Lord  Silciiester. 
James  Lord  Glenlton. 

WlLLIAU  Lord  MARTBOROttail. 

Thomas  Henrt  Lord  Oriel.  (Viscount 
Ferrard.) 

TnoHAB  Henry   Lord  Ravensworth. 

Thomas  Lord  Delamerb. 

John  GEORas  Weld  Lord  Forester. 

Ulysses  Lord  Downbi.  (Eltcied  fo^ 
Ireland.) 

Nicholas  Lord  BtXLSY. 

Robert  Fraxch  Lord  GiFroRD. 

Percy-Clintok-Stdket  Lord  Pens- 
HURvr.    {Viscount  Strangford.) 

William  Lord  Tadcaster.  {In  an- 
other place  4u  Marquess  of  Thomond.) 

Uiic  John  Lord  Soheriiill.  (JIfar- 
gHest  of  Clanricarde.) 

James  LwdWiOAN.  (EartofBalcarrtS.) 

Thomas  Lord  RANPuRtY.  {Earl  of 
Ranfarly.) 

Crarles  Lord  Farnborougb. 

George  Lord  De  Tablby. 


James-Archibald  Lord  Whabwclivfi. 
Charles  Lord  Feyersham. 
Charles  Rose  Lord  Seatord. 
John  Singleton  Lord  Lyndhubst, 
jAMEsLord  Fife.    {Earl of  F^fe.) 
John  Henry  Lord  Tenterdbn. 
William  Contnohau  Lord  Plonket, 
Thomas  Lord  Melros.     (l^rl  qf  Had- 
dington.) 
Henry  Lord  Cowley. 
Charles  Lord  Stuart  de  Rothesay. 
William  Lord  Heytesburt. 
Archibald     John     Lord    Rosebery. 

(Earl  of  Rosebery.) 
Richard  Lord   Clamwilliah.    (Earl 

<if  ClanwilHam.) 
Edward  Lord  Skelhebbdale, 
Thomas  Lord  Wallace. 
William  Draper  Lord  Wympord. 
Henry  Lord  Brougham  and  Vabx. 
William  Georgs  Lord  Kilmarnock, 

(EarlofErroU.) 
Arthur  James  Lord  Finoall.    (Earl 

o/FinsaU.) 
William  Philip  Lord  Setton.     (Earl 

ofSeflon.) 
Nathaniel  Lord  Clements.     {Earl  of 

Leilrim.) 
George  William   Fox  Lord  Rossie. 

(Lord  Kinnaird.) 
Hbnrt  Lord  Doter. 
Thomas  Lord  Ken  lis.     f  Marquess  of 

Headfort.J 
John  Chahbre  Lord  Crawoeth.  (Earl 

iifMiath.) 
Qeoroe  Lord  DuNMORE.  (£9rI^i>tiR- 

more.) 
George   James   Lord  Ludlow.    Earl 

Ludlow.J 
Robert  Mohtoombrt  Lord  Hamilton. 

(Lord  BelAaven  and  Slenton.J 
John  Francis  Lord  Howden. 
William  Lord  Panmure. 
George  Warwick  Lord  Poltiuore. 
Edward  Pryce  Lord  Mostyk. 
William    Fitbhardixos    Lord    Se- 

ORAFE. 

Arthur  Lord  Tenplehore. 
William  Lewis  Lord  Dihorbek. 
ValentinbBrowne  Lord  Cloncurrt. 
James  Lord  Db  Savharez. 

oogle 


THE  LOR 
Fttjivcis  OonoL»ttiB  Lord  OosolphiiT. 
LnciiisLordHuHSDOH.  ( Viscount  FtUk- 

ttrnd-J 
Charles  Callis  Lord  Wxstbbm. 
Charlzs  Lord  Solwav.     (Murqaett  of 

Queentberry.) 
Thomas  Lord  Dekman. 

JOBN  WlLLIAU  Lord  DuNCANNOK. 

William  Lord  FiTaoERALD. 
Jaues  Lord  Abihoeh, 


DS*  ROLL. 
Philip  Chariks  Lord  Db  L'Isle  and 

DiTDLBT. 

Alexander  Lord  Ashbdeton. 
Charles  Lord  Glenelo. 
Edward  JohK  Lord  Hathbrtok. 
John  Loid  Strafford. 
Arcuibald   Lord  Worlikgiiaw.    (In 

another  place  as  Earl  of  Gotford.) 
Charles  Christ.  Lord  Cottbhham. 
Hbhry  Loid  Lanodale. 


HzM. — According  to  the  Utagt  of  Parliament,  when  the  Hwae  appoints  a  Select 
Committee,  the  Lords  appointed  to  serve  upon  it  are  named  in  the  Order  of  their 
RaTtk,  beginning  with  the  Highest ;  and  so,  when  Ike  House  sends  a  Committee 
to  a  Conference  with  the  Commons,  the  Lord  highest  in  Sank  is  called  first,  and 
the  rest  go  forth  in  lihe  Order :  Swt  vihen  t/ie  Whole  House  is  called  over  for  any 
Purpose  within  the  House,  or  for  the  Purpose  of  proceeding  forth  to  Westminster 
Hall,  or  upon  any  public  Stlemniti/,  the  Call  begins  tfft)aria6'y  vrith  the  Junior 
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HOUSEOFCOMMONS. 

BBIHS  TBI 
SBCOND  sasSIOIT  OF  TRB  TWSI,PTB  PARLIAHKNT  OF  THB  OmTED  RIKODOV  OF 

GREAT    BRITAIN    AND    IRELAND, 

APFOINTBD  TO  HBET  AT  WSBTMIKBTBR,  4TB   FEBBUABT,    1836,  IH  TBK 
BIXTH  TEAR  OP 

WILLIAM    THE    FOURTH. 

(CarrteUd  h  Iht  Pint  Day  a/ Meeting.) 


Abeucrowbt,  rt.  lion.  Jas. . .  Edinburgh 
AcHESON,  viscount  ..  Armagh,Counly 
Adam,  Admiral  Charles  ,,  Clackmannan 
Aai-iONBY,  Henry  Aglionby  Cockermoutk 
AoNEw,  sir  Andrew,  bt.  . .  Wiglons/tire 
AiKswoRTii,  Peter  ..  ..  Bolton 
ALFoan,  lord  ..       Be^ordshirt 

Alsager,  Hichard  ..  Surrey,  East 
Alston,  Rowland  . .  Hertfordshire 
Andoveh,  viscount  ..  Malmsbury 
Angerstein,  John  .  -  Greenwich 
Anson,  lieut.  gen.  sir  George  ..  Lichfield 
Anson,  hon.  It.-col.  G,  .  .Stoke-upon-T. 
ABBUTHNOT,hon.It.gen.  ATincardinesAire 
Archuall,  it.  gen.  . .  Fermanagh,  Co. 
AsHLET, viscount  ..  ..  Dorsetshire 
AsTi.ET,  sir  Jacob,  . .  Norfolk,  West 
Attwood,  Matthias  ..  Whitehaven 
Attwood,  Thomas  ..  Birmingham 
Bagot,  hon.  William  ..  Denbighshire 
Baoshaw,  John    ..  ..  &idbiiry 

Baillie,  colonel  Hugh  D.  ..  Honiton 
Bailet,  Joseph  . .  Worctster,  City 
Bainbridge,  Edward  T.  ..  Taunton 
Baines,  Edward  ..  ..  Leeds 
Baldwin  Dr.  Herbert  . .  Cork,  City 
Balfoub,  Thomas  ..  ..  Orkney 
Ball,  Nicholas         ..  >>       Clonmel 

Banneruan,  Alexander  ..  Aberdeen 
Barclay,  Charles  ..  Surrey,  West 
Barclay,  David  ....  Sunderland 
Barham,  John        ..  ..         Kendal 

Baring,  Francis     . .  .  ■       Thetford 

Basinq,  Henry  Bingham.  .JtfarftoroucjA 
Baring,  Thomas  ..  ..  Yarmouth 
Baring,  Francis  T\\otnh\\\.  .Portsmouth 
Baring,  hon.  William  B.  ..  Winchester 
Barnard,  Edward  G.  . .  Greenwich 
Barneby,  John      ..  ..     Droitwich 

Barron,  Henry  Winston,  Wo(er/brd,  City 
Barry,  Garret  Standiih  . .  Cork  Co. 
Bateson,  sir  R.  bt.  ..  Londonderry  Co. 
Bf.aiiclerk,  Major  Aubrey  W.  ..Surrey 
Beaumont, Thoe.  W.. .  Northumberland 
Beckett,  air  John  hart.        . .        Leeds 


Belfast,  lord  ..  Antrim,  County 
Bell,  Mutihew,. Northumberland,  South 
Bellew,  sir  Patrick, bart.  ..  Louth.Co. 

Bellew,  Richard  M Loutk 

Bewett,  John  . .  Wiltshire,  South 
Bentinck,  lord  Geo,  . .  Lynn  Regit 
Bentinck,  lord  William  . .  Glasgow 
Beresford,  vice-ad.  sir  J,  P.  Chatham 
Berkeley, hon. Craven  F. .  .CAe//enAam 
Berkeley,  hon.  capt.  F.  F.. .  Gloucester 
Berkeley, hon. G.C.  ..  Oleucestera. 
Bernal,  Ralph  ..  ..  '  Rochester 
Bethell,  Richard  . .  Yorkshire,  E.  S. 
Bewes,  Thomas  ..  ..  Plymouth 
Biddulfh,  Robert  ..  Hereford,  City 
BisH,  Thomas      , .  . .       Leominster 

Blackburn,  John  Ireland. .  Warrington 
Blacebubne,  John  . .  Hudder^eld 
Blackstone,  William  S.  . .  Wallin^ord 

Blake,  Martin  J Oalway 

Blamire,  William  . .  Cumberland,  East 
Blunt,  sir  Chas.  Richard  ..  Lewet 
Bodkin,  John  J.  ..  Gahoay,  County 
BoLDBRO,  capt.  Henry  G.  . .  Ck^penham 
Bolliks,  William  ..  ..  Bolton 
Boniiau,  Fras.  R.  , .  Harwich 

BoRTBwiCK,  Peter  . .  . .  Evesham 
Bowes,  John  ..  ..  Durham,  South 
BowRiNG,  J.  L.  L.  D.  Kilmarnock  B. 
Brabazon,  sir  William  J.  bart.  Mayo  C. 
Bradshaw,  James     >.  ..     Berwick 

Brady,  Dennis  C.      . .  . .      Newry 

Branston,  Thomas  W.  ..  Essex,  South 
Bridoeuan,  Hewitt     . .  . ,    Ennis 

BRocKLEfiuRST,John,Jua...AfaccZej/fe/d 

Brodie,  William  B SalUbury 

Brotherton,  Joseph  . .  . .  Salford 
Browne,  Dominick     ..     Mayo,  County 

Brdwnriog,  John  S Boston 

Bruce,  lord  Ernest  . .  Marlborough 
Bruce,  Charles  L.  C. . .  Inverness  Burghs 
Brudenf-ll,  Iord..^orMa»ip(oniftt>e,y. 

Bruew,  rt.  hon  F Carlorv,  Burgh. 

Bruen,  colonel  Henry.  .Carlaw,  County 
Buckingham,  James  Silk     ..   Sheffield 


Wa/moutk 
Middletex 
. .  Poole 
.  Wareham 
Cork  City 


Edinburgh 

. ,     ArgylUhiTt 

,    , .     Lynn  Regis 

. .  Portsmouth 

Norlhamp  tonth. 

, ,     Down  Co. 

.     Tipperary,  Co, 

■„  C.Saasex,  E., 

. . .  Derbyshire,  N. 

Yorkshire,  If.  R. 


Utttf 

BuiKBiEY,  fiir  R.  B.  W.  bt.  , 
BuLLER,  Charles,  jun. 
BuLLER,  Edward  . .  Staffordthire,  North 
BuLLER,  sir  John  Y.  bart.,  Devon,  South 
BvLWBR,  Edward  £.  L.  ..  Lincoln 
BuLWER,  Henry  L.  . .  Maryhbone 
BuRDETT,  sir  Francis,  bt. ..  Westminster 

BuRDON,  Will.  W Weymouth 

BuRRELL,3irChas.M.,bt.  NewShorekam 

BvRToii,  Henry     ..  ..     Beverley 

Butler,  hon.  Col.  Pierce,. Kilkenny  Co. 

Buxton,  Thos.  Powell  '" 

Brno,  George 

Btng,  bon.  Qeorge 

Calcraft,  John  H.    . 

Callaghah,  Daniel 

Campbell,  sir  H.  P.  H.  bt.  Berwick  Co. 

Campbell,  sir  John 

Campbell,  Walter  F. 

Canniko,  sir  Stratford, 

Carter,  John  B.    . . 

Cartwrioht,  WiJI.R. 

Castlereagii,  visct,  .. 

Cave,  Otway  Robt.     . , 

Cavendish,  hon.  Chas 

Cavendish,  hon.  G.  H. 

Caylet,  Edward  S. 

Chaluers,  Patrick  A.  Montrose  Burghs 

Chandos,  marquess  of  ..  Buckmghams. 

Chaplin,  Thomas     . .  . .    Stamford 

Cmapmar,  Montague  L. . .  Westmeath,  C. 

Chapman,  Aaron  ..  ..    Whitby 

Charlton,  Edm.  L Ludlow 

Chetwthd,  capl.  William  F.  . .  Stafford 
Chichester,  John  P.  B.  ..  Barnstaple 
CnicnEsTEH,  Arthur  ..  Honiton 
Childers,  John  Walbanke.  .Malton,  Y. 
CniSHOLU,  Alex.  Wm.  ,.  Itivemesshire 
Chuhchiii.,  lord  C.  S.  . .  Woodstock 
Clay,  William     . ,       . .    Tower  Hamlets 

Clayton,  sir  W Marlow 

Clements,  viscount  ..  Leitrim  Co. 
Clerk,  sir  Geoi^, .  .Edinburgh  County, 
Clive,  hoD.  Robert  H.  ..  Shropshire 
Clive,  lord  Powis     ..  ..      Ludlow 

Clive,  Edward  B.  . .  Hereferd  City 
Cocxerell,  sir  Charles,  bt.  ..Evesham 
CoDRiNOTOW,  Christ.  W.  Gloucester  shire 
CoDRiNGTOif,  sir  Edw.  ..  Devonport 
CoLBORNB,  Nicb.  W.  R,  . .  Wells 
Cole,  hon.  Arthur  H.  . .  EnniakUlen 
Cole,  visct.  . .  Fermanagh,  County 
Collier,  John  . .  . .  Plymouth 
Compton,  Henry  C.  . .  ffam^hire,  South 
CoNOLLY,  col.  Edward  M,..2}onei;aI,  Co. 
Conynghau,  lord  A.  D.  ..  Canterbury 
CooKES,  Thomas  H..  .Worcestershire,  E. 
Cooper,  Joshua  Edward  . ,  ^igo,  Co. 
CwrxE|  boa,  Ant.  A.  C.  ,  •  I>orcA«i(ffr 


{COMMONS}  Mamb^s. 

Anglesey    Coote,  sir  Chas.  H.  bt      . .  Quten's  Co. 

Liskeard  Copelahd,  alderman  W,  T.  ..Colerame 
CoRBETT,  Thos.  G.  . .  Lincolnshire,  L.d. 
CoRRY,  hon,  Henry  T.  L.  . .  Tyrone  Co. 
CowpER,  hon.  Will,  F.  . .  Hertford 
Crawford,  Will.  S.  ..        Dundalk 

Crawford,  Williain     ..     London,  City 
Crawley,  Samuel     . .  . .    Bedford 

Crewe,  sir  Geo.,  bt...Der6y(Aire,  South 
Cflipps,  Joseph     . .  . .      Cirencester 

Crompton,  Samuel     ..         ..     Tkirsk 

CoRTEis,  Edward  B Ry^ 

CuRTEis,  Herbert  B.     . .     Sussex.^ast 

D'Albiac,  sir  J.  C. 

Dalheny,  lord 

Damer,  Geo.  L.  D. 

Dare,  Robert 

Darlikoton,  earl 

Davenport,  John   . 

DF.NlSON,JobnE.. 


Stirling  Burghs 
. ,     Portarlington 
. .    Essex,  South 
, .       Salop,  South 
.  Stoie -upon- Trent 
Notlinghamshire,  S. 
Wm.  Joseph      ,.     Surrey  W. 
Uennistoun,  Alex.   ..  Dumbartonshire 
Dick,  Quintin      .'.  ..  Mdldon 

Dillwyn,  Lewis  W.  . .  Glamorganshire 
Divett,  Edward       ..  ,-       Exeter 

Dobbin,  Leonard  ..  Armagh  Town 
DoNKiN,lt.-g.sicR. S.,  Berwick'upon-T. 
DoTTiN,  Abe!  R.        ..  Southampton 

Dowdeswell,  Will.  ..  Tewke^ury 
Dupfield,  Thomas  ..  ..  Abingdon 
DuoDiLE,  William  S.,  Warwickshire,  N. 
Dunbar,  George  ..  Belfast 

DuNCOMBE,  hon.  Anb.  ..  East  Retford 
DuNCOMBE,  Thomas  S,  . .  Finsbury 
Duncohbe,  hon.  W,  . .  Yorkshire,  N.  It. 
DuNDAS,  bon.  Thos.  ..  Richmond 
DuNDAs,  hon.  John  C.         . .  York 

DuNDAs,  capt.  J.W.D.,R. N...DeinzM 


DuNLOP,  capt.  John 
East,  Jas.  B. 
Eastnor,  visct. 
Eaton,  Rich,  J. 
Ebrinkton,  visct. 
Edwards,  John 
erton,  loidF.L. 


Ayrshire 

Winchester 

. ,       Rtigate 

Cambridgeshire 

Devonshire,  N. 

Montgomery 

Lancashin 


EaERTON,sirPhiLdeM.G.bt.CAesAire,S. 
Egerton,  William  T.  ..  Cheshire,  N. 
Ellice,  rt.  bon.  Edward  . .  Coventry 
Elfhinstone,  Howard  . .  Uastingt 
Ellev  maior-gen.  sir  John  ..  Windsor 
Elwes,  John  Payne  . .  Essex,  North 
Entwistlb,  John  ..  ..  Rochdale 
EsTcouRT,Thos.  O.B,  Oxford  University 
Estcoubt,  Thos,  Henry  S.B.  ..Devixes 
Etw ALL,  Ralph        ,,  ..       Andover 

EusTON.earl  of       ..  ..       Thelford 

Evans,  coI.  De  Lacey  n  Westminster 
Evans,  George       . .  Dt^Hn  County 

£VA8T,  WiUiun  *•         liwerfool 


iitff^ 
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UsmbtTi. 


FAircovRTi  Major  Chariei  Barmlaple 
Fazakerlst,  J.  N.  ,.  Peterborough 
Fectob,  John  Minet  . .  Dover 

Feilden,  William  . .         Slackbum 

Fellowes,  hon.  N.  Devonshire,  North 
Fbrqus,  John  S.,  ..  Kirinldy  District 
Febquson,  rt.  hon.  Cutlni  Kirkcudbright 
Fekousov,  sir  R.  A.,  bt.  Londond.  City 
Fesgu3«k,  capt,  George  . .  Banffshire 
Feroubov,  gen.  sir  R.  C.  Notlinghtan 
Fbrousson,  Robert  ..  Haddingtonshire 
FiELDEN,  John  Fielden  ..  Oldham 
FiHCH,  George       . .  . .       SlamfoTd 

FiNM,  William  F.  . .  Kitkennny  Co. 
FiTZ-QiBBON,  hon.  Rich,,  .Limerick  Co. 
FiTZROY,  lt,-col,  lord  C.,  Baru  St.  Edm. 
FiTzaiMON,  Christopher,, i)ui/in County 
FiTzsiMON,  Nicholas  ..  King's  County 
Fleetwood,  Peter  H,  ..  ..  Preston 

Flbmino,  John  Willis  ,.  Ban  Is,  South 
Foley,  Edward  Thomas  Herefordshire 
FoLKE8,BirWm.J.H.B.bt.,Afor/ott,  IF. 
FoiLETT,  sir  William  Webb  . .  Sxeter 
Forbes,  lord  . ,  . .        Longford 

FotiBEB,  William  , .         Stirlingshire 

Forester,  hon.  G.  C.  W.    ..     Wenlock 

FoRSTER,  Chas.  S Walsall 

Fort,  John     ■ ,  .,       Clilheroe 

Freemahtle,  sir  Thos.  bt.  Buckingham 
French,  Fitzstephen  ..  Roscommon 
Fresbfikld,  John  William  ..  Penryn 
Oaskell,  Daniel   . .  . ,       Wakefield 

Gaikell,  James  Milnes  . .  Wenlock 
Geary,  air  W.  R.  P.,  bt.  . .  Kent,  Weet 
Gertis,  sir  Geo.  Wm,  T.,  Chrittchwch 
GiLLoN,  William  D.  ..  FalkirkBurghs 
GisBORNE,  Thomas  Derbyshire,  North 
Gladstone,  Thomas  ..  Leicester 
Gladstone,  William  £.  ,.  Newark 
GLTirKE,siTSteph,R.,bt.,FImlBfr«(fA> 
GooDRicKE,  sir  F.  L.  bt.,  Staffordshire,  S, 
GoRpoK,  Robert  , .  • .  Crickladi 
Gordon,  capL  hon.  Wm.,  Aberdeenshira 
Gore,  William  O.  , .  Shropshire,  North 
GoKiNo,  Harry  Dent  ••  Skoreham 
GouLBUBN,  rt.  hon,  Henry  Camb.  Univ, 
Qoui,BUBN,8erj. Edward  .,  Leicester 
GaAiiAi[,rt.hon.  sir  J.R.G.  Cumberl„E. 
Grant,  hon,  col,  Francis  Wm,,£^tn$Air« 
Grattan,  Henry  . .  Meath,  County 
Grattait,  James  F.  ..  JVicklow,  Co. 
Greene,  Thomas  ..  ..  Laitcasler 
Greislet,  sir  Roger,  bt.  ..  Derbyshire 
Oreville,  hon,  sir  Chas.  J.  . .  Warvick 
Grey,  bon.  Charles  ,.  ..    Wycombe 

Grey,  sir  Geoi^,  bt,  . .  Devovport 
Grimbton,  viscount  ,.  Hertfordshire 
Griuston,  hon.  Edw.  H.  . .  St.  AUnas't 
GKoiTugR,  lord  Robert     ..     Chtittr 


GaoTX,  George  ..  ..  ■  London,  Citif 
Guest,  Josiah  John  ,.  Xerthyr  Tydvil 
Gully,  John        .,  ..      Pontefraet 

Hale,  Robert  B.,  Oloucestertkire,  West 
Halford,  Henry,  Leicestershire,  South 
Hall,  Benjamin     , .  . .     Monmouth 

HALLTBURTON,boQ  D.G.,  PorfoTshire 
Halse,  James  ,,  ..         St.  Ivee 

Hahilton,  lord  Claud,  Tyrone  CowUv 
Hakdley,  Henry  C,  Lincohtkire,  South 
Hanhek,  sir  John,  bt,  .,  Shrewibury 
Hanuer,  lieut.-col,  Henry,  Aylesbury 
Harcovrt,  Geoi^e  G.  , .  Oxfordikire 
Hardinoe,  sir  Henry  . .  LauncesloK 
Hardy,  John      ,.  ,,  Bradford 

Harland,  William  C,  Durham  City 
Harvey,  DanielW.  ..  Souihviark 
Hastib,  Jaraer  ..  ••  Patslej 
Hawes,  Benjamin  ..  ..  Lambeth 
Hawkes,  Thomas        ..  ..     Dudley 

Hawkins,J.  H.  ..  Newport,  I.qfW^ht 
Hay,  sir  John,  bt,  , .  PeeblessAirt 
Hay,  lieut-col.,  sir  A.  L.,  Elgin  District 
Hayes,  sir  E.  S.,  bt.,  Donegal,  County 
Heatucoat,  John      . .  . ,     Tioerlon 

Heatiicote,  Gilbert  J,, £inco^ftire.SouM 
Heathcote,  sir  Gilbert,  bt.,Aw/bncJcAir9 
Hector,  Corrithwaite  John  Petersfield 
Heneaoe,  Edward  ..  Great  Grimsby 
Hekniker,  lord         . ,  Suffolk,  East 

Herbert,  hon.  Sidney,  Wiltshire,  South 
Heron,  sir  Robert,  bt,  .,  Peterborough 
Herbies,  rt.  bon.  John  C.  . .  Harwich 
Hill,  sir  Rowland,  ht.,Shr<^shire,  North 
Hill,  lord  Arthur  M,  W.  Down  County 
HiNDLEY,  Charles  ..  ..  Ashton 
HoBiiousE,  sir  John  C,  bt.,  Nottingham 
Hodges,  Thomas  Twiiden  .,  Rochester 
Hodges,  Thonias  L.  . .  Kent,  West 
Hogg,  James  Weir  ,.  .,  Beverly 
Holland,  Edw.  ..  Worcestershire, East 
Hope,  hon.  capt,  James,  Linhthgowshire 
Hope,  Henry  Thomas  ,,  GloucesteT 
HoBSMAN,  Edward  ,,  CoiAermouth 
Hoskjms,  Kedgwin  ,.  Herefordshire 
HoTiiAM,  lord  . .  . .  Leomiiuter 
HouLDswoRTH,  Th.,  Nottingkatiuh.,  N. 
Howard,  bon.  Edw.  G.  G.,  Morpeth 
Howard,  Ralph  . .  Wictlow  County 
Howard,  Philip  Henry  . .  CarlitU 
HowicK,  lord,       Northuinberlaiui,  North 

Hoy,  James  B Southianptou 

HuoBES,Will.  H.  ..  0;^ord,Citf 
Hdub,  Joseph  . ,      Middtetm 

HuHPBERT,  John  ..  .,  SotUhwark 
Hurst,  Robert  H.  ..  Sorthm* 

Hutt,  WiUiam HuU 

IxoHAM,  Robert        ..        South  S^ldt 


Lultif  {COMMONS} 

Iexov,  Samuel      , .     Cumhtrland,  Wetl 

Jackiox,  Jomb  D.  S.       . .       Bandon 

JxPHiOK  Chailes  D.  O.        . ,       Mallow 

Jsbmth,  ear)      ..       Bury  St,Eiimv,nds 

JbeviBj  John  . .  . .  Chester 

JoBTlWiOS ,  A,,  jMB., St.  Andrew's  District 

JOBVBTOiiK,  J.  J.  Hope,      Dumfriesshire 

JoBirsToirK,  sir  J.  V,  B.  bt.,  Scarborough 

JoKKi,  Wilson  .  •  • .       Denbigh 

JoHlS,  capL  "theo.,  Londonderry,  Count;/ 

Katavaqs,  ThoB.  B.       Cartow,  County 

KlAULBY,  John  Hodion       ..       W^an 

Kbmp,  Thomaa  Read  . .  Zewes 

Kkrk,  David  . .  Downpatriei 

Kkuukut,  sir  £ldward,bt.        ,.       Ej/e 

Kb&kt,  eatl  of  . .  ■  ■  Calne 

Kiao,  Edward  Bolton        . .        Warwick 

KiKKK,  Petei     ..        ■■      Carrickfergvt 

KxATCBBULi.,  sir  Edward,  bt.,  Kent,  E. 

K»ioHT,  H.  Oalty,  Nottinghamshire,  JV. 

KmOHTLEY,  sir C, bt., Norlhamptona., S, 

Knox,  boa.  John  James  ..    Dvitgannon 

Labodcherb,  Henry  ..         Taunton 

Lambtom,  Hedwortb      . .     Durham,  N. 

Lamotom,  col.  Wm.  G.,SomeTseishire,  E. 

Law,  boa.  C.  E.,     Cambridge  University 

I^WM>M,  Andrew,      ..      Knartsborough 

Lka&kr,  J.  Temple      ..       Sridgewater 

Lbb.  John  Ue        ..  ..  Wells 

List,  John       . .         . .         . .    Oldham 

LuBVRK,  Cbstles  Shaw,      Hants,  North 

Lkv ROT,  rt.  boa.  LL.  D.,  Dvhlin  Vnivers. 

Lbfeot,  Antbony    ..   Longford,  County 

LiMON,  sir  ChftHesbt.,     Cornwall,  West    Nagle,  sir  Richard,  bt. 

LxRHAtip,  Thomas  Bairet    ..       Maldon    Neeld,  Joiepb 

Lkmkox,  lord  Arthur       . .        Chichester    Neeld,  John 

Lbmkox,  lord  Jolin  George,  Sussex,  West    Nickoll,  John,  jun. 

Lbwii,  Wyadbam     ..         ..  Maidstone   Noel,  sir  G.  N.,  bt. 

I^wia,  David  Stradey     ..     Carmarthen    NoRaEvs,  lord 

Lincoln,  earl  of  . .  Nottinghamshire,  S.    Nortu,  Frederic 

LtaTKR,  Ellis  Cunlifie       ..       Bradford   O'Bbibh,  Cornelius 

.     Wieh  Burghs    O'Bhien,  Wm.  Smith, 
Wiltshire,  North    O'Conmell,  Daniel 
.      Cork  County    O'Connbll,  John 
Wettbury 
York,  City 


liOGB,  James 
Lowo,  Walter 
LoRsntLD,  Richard 
Lopw,  air  Ralph,  bt. 
LowTHRR,  John  Henry 
LowTBZa,  hon.  col.  H.  C,  Westmoreland 
LowTHSR,  lofd  TiscU    . .     Westmoreland 
IiUCAS,  Edward  Monaghan  County 

LosHixeTOir,  rt.  bon.  S.  T.,  Canterbury 
LvsaixsTON,  Charle*  . .  Ashburtcn 
LviamOTov, Doctor  ..  TowerHamlets 
liTGOV,  hon.H«n.B.,  Worcestershire,  W. 
trxGB,  Andr«w  H.  . .  Oalviay  Town 
Haclsam,  Donald  Oxford  City 

Hacleod,  Roderick  . .  Sutherland 
Hacxbkzib,  a.  S.,    Ami  and  Cromarty 

Macxiuhoh,  Wm.  Alex.  ..    Lymimitonl  _         _ 

KaohaJuba,  nuy.  Wn.  N.jun.,    Ci!an  [  Packs,  Cnarlea  William  ..  L»iceitsr,S. 


Members 

M'Tagoart,  John     ..     WigtmBunht 

Maiibr,  John         ..         ..  Wexford 

Ma  hok,  viscount      ■  ■  •  •     Hertford 

MAajoRtRAKKS,  Stewart      ..  Sithe 

MandeVille,  viscount,  Hunttngdonshire 

Mavoles,  James     ..  .     Ouildford 

Manners,  lord  C,  Leicestershire,  North 

Marshall,  William  ..  Carlisle 

Makslamd,  majorTbomaB  ..   Stockport 

Marslaxd,  Henry  ••  Slocfyort 

Martin,  Thomas  B.,      Calway,  Counijf 

Martin,  John  ..  ,.  <SJ^o 

Matthew,  capL  Qeo.  B.       . .     AlkloM 

Maulb,  hon.  Fox     ..      ..     Perthshire 

Maxwell,  Henry     .•        Cavan,  Cminly 

Maxwell,  John,  Jun,     . .     Lanarkshire 

Madnbel,T.  P.,     Northamptonshire,  N, 

METHUEN.Paul      ..      Wiltshire,  North 

Meynell,  capt.  Henry,  R.  N.      Lisbum 

MiL£B,  Philip  John,     . ,  , .      Bristol 

Miles,  William     . ,  Somersetshire,  East 

Miller,  Wm,  H,,  Newcastle-under-Line 

MoLESwoRTH,  sir  W.,  bt.,    Cornwall,  B. 

J.gbt,,  Warwichthire,  S. 

MDRETON,bon.  A.  H.,  Gloucestershire, B, 

MoKQAR,  G.M.R.  ..  Brecinoct 

MoRrsTii,  lord       ..       Yorkshire,  W,  R. 

Morrison,  James      ..  ..     Ipswich 

MosLEY,  air  Oswald,  hu,  Staffordshire,  N. 

Mostym,  hon.  E.  M.  L.      ..     Flintshire 

ULLiNs,  hon.  Fred.  W„  Kerry  County 

Murray,  rt.  hon,  John  A.       ..       Leith 

Musqravb,  air  R.bt.,  Waterford  County 

'   ■  '      . .      Westmealh 

. .    Chippenham 

. .      Cricklada 

. .    Cardiff 

Rutlandshire 

. .     Oxfordshire 

, .  Hastings 

..       Clara 

Limerick  County 

Dublin 

Youghat 

O'CoNNBLL,  Morgan  John,       Kerry  Co. 

O'GoKNEH,  Morgan    . .    Meath  County 

O'CoHJJELL,  Maurice  ••  Tralee 

O'GoKOR,  Dennis         ..        Roscomnun 

O'Fehrall,  Rich.  M,,     Kildare  County 

Olipuant,  Lawrence     ..         ..    Perth 

O'LoaiiLEii,  serj,  Michael,      Dunganion 

O'Neil,  hon.  J,  B.  R.,  sen.,   Antrim  Co, 

Ord,  William    . .    Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

Ord,  William  Henry  . .         Newport 

OssuLBTOE,  lord,  Northumberltmd,  North 

Oswald,  James        ..         ..     Olasgout 

"  "  John,  bt.       .     Pembrokeshirt 

Owen,  Hugh  Owen  . .         PenAroka 


Paght,  Frederick 
Palmer,  major-geD.  Charles 


Beaumaris 
. .  Balh 
Berkshire 

.  .  Tiverton 
Sheffield 


Palmer,  Robert 
PALMERS-toif,  visct.  H.  J.  T. 
Parker,  Jotin  ..  ^ 

Parker,  Mbntagpie  E.  N.,  Devonshire, S. 
Paknell,  Bir  Henry  bart.  . .  Dundee 
Parrot,  Jasjler  ..  Toinest 

Parrt,  Love  Parry  Jones  . .  Carnarvm 
pATTisoif,  Jainea  . .  LondonXCily  of 
Pattek,  J.  WilsOD,  esq. . .  Lancashire,  N. 
PEAaE,  Joieph  . .  Durham,  S. 

pECHELL.'iapt.  G.  R.,R.  N.  ..Brighioa 
Peel,  sir  Robert  bart.  ..  Tamuiorth 
Pegl,  Edmund  . .  Newcaslle-under-Lyne 
Peel,  colonel  Jonathan  . .  Huntingdon 
PsEt,  Will.  Yates  . .  Tamworlh 

PELiiAM,hoD.  C.A.  W.Zincons.jCtnd.dt'v. 
Peliiam,  J.  Cresset  ..  Shrewsbury 
Pehbektov,  Tliomas  ..         Ripon 

Pendarves,  E.W.W.  ..CormoaU,  West 
Penruddock,  John  Hungerford. .  Wilton 
Perceval,  It.-col.,  Alexander,  Sligo,  Co. 
Phillips,  Mark  . .  Manchester, 

Phillips,  Charles  March.  .Leicnters.N. 
Phillips,  Geo.  K)s\iir A.  .Kidderminster 
PiGOT,  Robert  ..  Bridgenorlh 

Pinnet,  Wm.  ..  Lyme  Reps 

Flumtre,  John  Pemberton  ..  Kent,  E. 
Plunkett,  hon,  R.  Ed.  ..  Drogheda 
Poluill,  capt.  P.  . .  Bedford 

Pollen,  Si/  J.  W.  bart  . .  Andover 
PoLLiNGTOH,  lord  ..  Ponte/ract 
Pollock,  sir '  Frederick  ..  Huntingdt 
PoNsoKBy,  hon.  John  Geo.  B,  . ,  Derby 
PoNsoNBY,  hon.  Wm.  F.  S.  ..  Dorsets. 
Potter,  Richd. 
Poulter,  John  Sayer.  ..  SkaJlAury 
Powell,  colonel  Wm.  Ed.,  Cardiganshire 
Power,  Jstnes  ..  Wexjbrd  County 
PorsTz;  Wm.  Stephen  . .  Midhtirst 
pRAED,  James  Blackwcll. .  Buckinghams. 
pRAED,  Winthorp  Mack  worth,  YamtoatA 
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RoBARTs,  Abraham  W.  . .  Makhtmu 
RoBiirsoN,  George  R.  . .  Worcester,  City 
Roche,  William  . .  . .  LiMerick 
Roche,  David  . .  . .  LinuricA 
Roebuck,  John  A.     . .  .  •     Bath 

RoLFE,  sir  Robert  M.  . .        Penryn 

Roo  per,  John  B.  ..  HvntingdontMre 
Rosa,  Charles     . .  . .     Northampton 

Run  DLE,  John  . .  . .  Tavistock 
RusHBRooKE,  Robt.  . .  Suffolk.  W. 
Russell,  lord  Charles  J.  F.  Beiffordshre 
Russell;  Charles  . .  . .  Reading 
Russell,  lord         . .  . .       Tavistock 

Russell,  lord  John  ..  ..  Stroud 
RuTHiTEN,  Edward  S.  . .  Dublin,  City 
RcTHVEN,  Edward,Jun.  ..Kildare,  Co, 

Rtle,  John Macd^fie^d 

Sanderson,  Richard  ..  .•  Cokkater 
SANDON.lord  . .  . .     Liverpool 

Saitpors,  Edward  A.,  Somersetskire,  W.  ■ 
Scarlett,  hon.  Robt.  C,     ..      Norvnck 
ScROLEFiELD,  Joshua    . .     Binaii^ham 
Scott,  sir  Edward  D.        .  ■       Litcf^ld 

Scott,  James  W Hants,  N. 

Scott,  lord  John  ..  Roxburghshire 
ScouREiELD,  Will.  H. . .  Haverfordwest 
Scrope,  George  P.     . .  . .      Stroud 

Seale,  John  Henry  . .  Dartmouth 
Sbtmour,  lord       ..  ■■       Totness 

RPE,  g;en.  Matthew  ..  Dumfries,  ^. 


Price,  Samuel  Grove 

. .      Sandwich 

Price,  sir  Robert,  bart. 

,.    '  Herefords. 

Price,  Richard ' 

..       Radnor 

pRiNOLE,  Alex. 

Selkirkshire 

Pry  ME,  Geo,     '    .. 

. .      Cambridge 

pRTSE,PryBe 

...     Cardigan 

PuBEv,  Philip  Of  Pusey 

Berks. 

Rae,  rt.  hon.  sir  Wm.,  bt 

..   Buteshire 

Rams bottom, John     .. 

Windsor 

EAMSDEJT.JohnC.     .. 

. .     Malton 

Reid,  sir  John  Rae 

. .     Dover 

Rice,  rt.  hon.  T.  Spring 

..    Cambridge 

RlCHARDS.John    ■      .. 

Attfiresoorougn 

RiDLEY.sirM.  W.,bt.  Newcastle-upon-T. 
RiCKFOHD,  William  . .  . .  Aylesbury 
RirroiT,  CaUil>ert    . .       . .  Oatethmt 


.  Dublin  University 
Tipperary  Co 
,  Edn.  R.  C. . .  Warwickshire  S 


CarnaruoruAtre 

, .  Sudbury 

. .    Chichester 

Hertfordshire 

,    Monmouthsk. 

,  drencester 

Richmond 


Shaw,  Fredericks.  . 

Sheil,  Richard  L. 

Shkldi 

Shep^ard,  Thomas    . .  . .      Frame 

SiBTiiORP,  col.  ChaB.  D.  W.   . .   Lincoln 

Simeon,  sir  Rich.  G.,ht,  ..J.qfW^ht 

Sinclair,  sir  George        .  >        Caithness 

Smith,  hon.  Robert  J..  .TTycom&eCAtpp. 

Smith,  Robert  V Northampton 

Smyth,  sir  Geo.  H.  bait.  ..  CokkesUr 
Smith,  Ashton  T. 
Smith,  Benj. 
Smith,  John  Abel  .. 
Smith,  Abel  .. 
Sou ERBET, lord  Gran. 
Somerset,  lord  R.  £.  H. 
Spbirs,  Alex. 
Spry,  sir  Samuel  T. . .  Botbntn,  Cornwall 
Stanley, Edward  ..  Cumberland,  West 
Stanley,  Edward  John  ..  Cheskire,  N. 
Stanley,  hon.  Henry  T.  ..  Preston 
Stanley,  lord  ..  Lancashire,  North 
Steuart,  Robert  . .  Haddington,  Sfc, 
STEWART,WilliamViiliers,  Waterford,  Co, 
Itewart,  John  . .  . .  Lymington 

Stewart,  Patrick  M.       ..       Lancaster 
Stewart,  sir  Michaels.,  bt.  Renfrewth. 

Storhokt,  visct Nortoick 

STRtCKi.AHp,«t0e9.|bt.  ..  Yvrkikirt 


Utt^ 
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MimbTt 


..      Derby 

Arutidel 

, .  Ayr,  4-c. 

DoTMUhire 

. ,     Kilkenny 

•  •      Stusei 

Qtamorgamhvi 

. .  New  Sou 


Banbury 
Belfast 


Zambeth 


Stsutt,  IBdirard     , . 
SrvAVt,  kid  Dudley  C. 
Stuaet,  lord  Pat.  J.  M.  C. 
Stukt,  Hen.  C.     . . 
SuLLiVAM,  Ricfaaid     ,. 
SvBRXT,  eail  of 
Talbot,  Christ.  R.  H, 
Talbot,  John  H.     . . 
TALrouED,  Thos.  N.       : . 
Tancrbd.  Henry  W. 
Temitbkt,  James  E.   . , 

TXUNTBON  D'EtKCOURT,  Ft. 

boD.  Cbaries    . . 
Thomas,  col.  Henry     . . 

Thohfbom,  Paul  B Yorkshire 

Thohpsok.  William       . .       Suiuierland 
Thohpsos,  eoL  Thos.  P.        . .         Hull 
Thomson,  rt.  hon. Chas. F...Mancheiti 
Thobhlbt,  Thos.      . .      Wolverluamtan 

TooKB,  William Truro 

Tollxmacbb,  boD.  A.  O.,  OrantHam 
TowNLEY,  Richard  G.  . .  Ca»ihridgesh. 
TowwsBE»D,rt.hn.ld.J.N.B.  ..HaUeston 
Tract,  Charles  H.  . .  Tewkibury 
TaBLAWRET.sir  W.  L.  S.,  bt. . .  Cornwall 
Tkskch,  sir  Fred.  W.  . .  Scarboro' 
Tbbtob,  hoD.  A,  . ,  . .  Hurham 
Trxtor',  bon.  Geo.  R.  Caerimarthenshire 
Thovbridoe,  sir  E.  T,,  bt.  . .  Sandwich 

TuLK,Cfaas.  A Poole 

TtTRVBa,  William  ..  ,,  Blackburn 
Twiss,  Horace        . ,  . .       Bridport 

Ttnte,  Charles  Kemys  . .  Bridgewaier 
Tthtb,  Cbaries  J,  K.  . .  Somersetshire 
Ttbbll,  sir  John  T..  bt.  . .  Essex 
Vavohaw,  sir  Robt.  W.  bt.  Merimetksh. 


Vbrb,  col.  sir  Chas.  B. 
Vebiter,  col.  Williams, 
VkRNBT,  ait  Har^,  bt. 
Vernon,  Granville  H. 
Veset,  hOD.  Thos.     . . 
ViLLiEBS,  Chas.  P.    .. 
VivIaw,  Chas.  C.     . . 
Vivian,  John  E. 
Vivian,  John  H. 
Vttta  n,  sir  Richard  R.,  bt. 
Waklbt,  Thomas     .. 
Walkbr,  Charles  A.       .. 


Suffolk 
.  Armagh  Co, 
. .  Buckingham 
.  East  Retford 
Queen's  Cmtnty 
Wolverhamplon 
, .  Bodmyn 
Truro 


..  Bristol 
Finsbury 
Wexford 


Walker,  Richard     . .         . .         Bury 

Wall,  Charles  B Ouib(/brd 

Wallace,  Robert  ..  ..  Oreenock 
Walpole,  lord  . .  Norfolk,  Bast 
Walter,  John  ..  ..  Berkshire 
Warburton,  Henry       . .        Bridport 

Ward,  Henry  G &.  Alban't 

Wason,  Rigt^        tt         .<        Ipswich 

Welbt,  Glynne  E Orantham 

Wemyss,  James     ..         ..         ..  Fife 

Westenra,  bon.H.  R.     ..     Monagkiin 
Westekra,  hoD.  J.  C.  . .  King's  County 
Wetland,  Richard       ,.      Oxfordshire 
Whallet,  sir  Sam.  S.  B.  . .  Marylebom 
White,  Samuel     •■        ■•     LeilrimCo, 
Whithore,  Thomas  C.    . .  Bridgenorth 
WioHKT,  Isaac  N.     . .  . .   Brighton 

WiLBRAHAH,  hon,  Oeoi^,    Cheshire,  S. 
WiLBRAHAH,  hon.  Rich.  B.    Lancashire 
Wilde,  serj.  Thos.         . .  Newark 

WiLKiNs,  Walter       ..  Radnorshire 

WiLKS,  John     ..         ..         ..   Boston 

WiLLij^ifs,  Robert       . .        Dorchester 
Williams,  Thomas  Peers     ..     Marhw 
Williams,  William  A.   . .  Xomnoutksh. 
Williams,  Will.     .,  ..      Coventry 

Williams,  sir  James     ..      Carmarlkek 
Williamson,  sir  Hedw.,bt.  Durham,  N. 
Wilmot,  sir  John  E.,  bt.. .  Warwickshire 
Wilson,  Henry       . .  . .       Suffolk 

Wi((NiNBTON,BirThos.,bt.  ..  Bewdley 
WiNNiNHTON,  Henry  J.. .  Worcestershire 

WoDEHoirsE,  Edm Norfolk 

Wood,  Charles        , .  . .        Halffiix 

Wood,  Matthew  . .  . .  London 
Wood,  col.  Thomas  . .  Brecknockshire 
Woktlet,  hon.  Jas.  S.  ..  Halifax 
WoDLFE,  serj,  Stephen  . ,  . .  Casket 
Wriohtson,  Will.  B.  . .  Northallerton 
WnoTTESLST,  sir  John,  bt.  Staffordshire 
Wtndham,  Wadbam  ..  Salishtiry 
Wtnn,  rt.  hon.  C.  W.  W.  Montgomerysh. 
WYNN,sir  WatUu  W.  bt.  Denbighshire 
Wtse,  Thos.  . .  Walerford  CUy 

YoRKZ,  Elliot.  Thos.  ,.  CanUnidgeshire 
YouMO,  George  F.  ..  Tynemouth 
YovKO,  John     ••  ..  ..     CaiMiM 

Young,  sic  Will.  L.  ..  BucHnghamshir^ 


SPEAKER, 
Tai  RiSHT  Hon.  Jauei  Abihcaoiibt. 
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Abihodon. 
Thomas  DuSield. 

Amdovkb. 
RaJph  Etwall, 
Sir  Jofan  W.  Pollen,  bart. 

AirOLUBT. 

Sir  R.  B.  W.  Bulkdey,  bu 

Lend  Dudley  C.  Stuart, 

Ashhurton. 
C.  Lnshington. 

AsHTON-  U 19  DKO-LlM  E. 

Chailea  Hindle;. 

Aylesburt. 
William  Rickford, 
lieut-col.  W.  H.  Hanmer. 

Bakbuht. 
Henry  Wm,  Tancred. 

BarkbTiiplb. 
John  P,  Bruce  Chichester, 
Chu.  St.  Jphn  Fvicourt;. 

Bath. 
General  Charles  Palmer, 
John  Arthur  Roebuck. 

Bbavmakis. 
Captain  Frederick  Paget. 

BXDTOKDSUIRB. 

Lord  C.  J.  Fox  Ruaaell, 
Lord  Alford. 

Bbdford. 
Capt.  Frrdetick  Polhill, 
Samuel  Crawley. 

BeRxsuiBS. 
Robert  Palmer, 
Philip  Pasey, 
John  Waller. 

fiEHWICIE-UPav-TwEED. 

Sir  R.  S.  Donkin,  K.  C.  B. 
J.  Bradshav. 

Bsteslbt. 
Henry  Burton, 
J.  W.  Hogg. 

Bewslet. 
SirT.  E.Winnington,bt. 

BlRHIKOHAU. 

nomas  Attwood, 
JoahiM  SchoUfield, 


Blackbuix, 
William  Feilden, 
William  Turner. 

BODMYK. 

Major  Vivian, 

Sir  Samuel  Thomas  Spry. 

BoLTOv-LB- Moors. 
William  Boiling, 
P.  Ainsworth. 

BOSTOK. 

JtAii  Wilks, 

J.  8.  Brown ri^. 

BRADrORD. 

Ellis  Cunltffe  Lister, 
John  Hardy. 

BRBCItKOCKSIIISE. 

Colonel  Thomas  Wood. 

Brecon. 
C.  M.  R.  Morgan. 

Bridobmortii. 
Robert  Pigot, 
Thos.  Charlton  Whilmore. 

Bridoewateb. 
Cbas.  K.  Kemeys  Tynte, 
J.  Temple  Leader. 

B  RID  PORT. 

Henry  Warburton, 
Horace  Twiss. 

BRiaHTllELHSTOHE. 

Geo.  Richd.  Pecbell,  esq. 
Isaac  Newton  Wigney. 

Bristol. 
Sir  R.  RawL  Vyvyan,  bt. 
F.J.  Miles. 

BUCKIKOHAKBHIRI. 

Marquess  of  Chandos, 
Sir  WiUiam  Young, 
J.  B.  Praed. 

BveXtVQHAM. 

Sir  Tbomas  Fiemaalle,  bt 
Sir  Harry  Vemey,  bart. 
Burt. 

Richard  Walker. 

Burt  St.  Edhuvd's. 
Lord  Chartes  Fitnoy. 
Eari  Jennp, 


Calmb. 
Earl  of  Kerry. 

Caubriooisbirb. 
Rrchard  Greaves  Townley, 
Eliot  Thomas  Torke, 
Richard  Jefferson  Eaton,    . 

Cahbridoe. 
Rt.  lion. Thoa.  Spring  Ric« 
George  Pryme. 
CambridqeUnitehsitt. 
Rt.  hon.  Henry  Goulbum. 
Hon.  C.  S.  Law. 

Camtekburt. 
Lord  Albert  Conyngham, 
Stephen  R,  Lnshington. 

Cardiff, 
John  Nicholl. 

CARntOAHBHlBB. 

Col.  William  Edw.  Powell. 

Cardeoah. 
■Prysc  Pryse. 

Carlislb. 
Philip  Henry  Howard, 
William  Manhall. 

Carharthenihire. 
Hon.  G.  Rice  Trevor, 
Si^ James  Williams,  bart, 

Carmartubn, 
David  Lewis. 

CARSABVOKSnlRE. 

Thos.  Assheton  Smith. 

Cabnabvoiv. 
Love  Parry  Jones  Parry. 

Cuathah. 
SirJ.P.Beresford,bt.K.C.B. 

Ckeltriihah. 

Hon.  Craven  F.  Berkeley. 

Ciieshirb. 

fNorlhent  DivitioH.J 

Edward  John  Stanley, 

WiUiam  Tatton  ^erton. 

{Southern  Diviiitm.) 

Hon.  Georee  Wilbraham, 

SirP.deMalp.G.Egerton,bt. 

Cbbstbb. 
Lord  Robert  Qrosveaor, 
JohB  Jerrii. 


Listiif 

CUICUESTEII. 

Lord  AnhuT  Lennox, 
John  Abel  Smith. 

Chipfenuam. 
Joseph  Neeld, 
Henn  George  Boldero. 

CsniSTCHURCH. 

Sir  G.  W.  F.  OeiTis. 

ClREKCESTBS. 

Joseph  Cripps. 
Loid  R.  E.  Bomenet. 
Clithssow. 
John  Fort. 

COCXEHHOVTH. 

Edwant  HomnmD, 

Henry  Aglionby  Aglionby. 

Co  LCB  ESTER. 

Richard  Sanderson, 

Sir  0.  H.  Staitb,  bt. 

Cornwall. 

(Eatlem  Divition.) 
Sir  Wm.  Molesworth,  bart, 
Sir  Wm.  Lewis  S.  Trelawny. 

{  fVetlem  JHvition.  J 
Sir  Chas.  Lemon,  bart., 
Edward  W.  W.  Pendarves. 

COVEMTRY. 

William  Williams, 

Rt  Hon.  Fdvard  Ellice. 

Cricki.ad£. 
Robert  Gordon, 
John  Neeld. 

Cumberland. 
C Eastern  Division.) 
Rt.hon.SirJ.G.Graham,bt. 
William  Blamire. 

(Western  Divisitm.) 
Edward  Stanley, 
Samuel  Irton. 

Dahtkouth. 
John  Henry  Seale. 

DEREIOHSaimE. 

Sir  W.  W.  Wynn, 
Hon.  W.  BagoU 

DcHBion. 
Wilson  Joaei. 
.    Derbtsbire. 
(Northern  XHviaon.) 
Hon.  G.  CBvendiah, 
Thomas  Qiabome, 

{Southern  Divition.) 
Sir  Roger  Qriesley,  bu 
Sir  Geor|;e  Crewe,  bt. 

Derby. 
Edward  Stnilt, 
Hon.  O.  Pooaonby. 
DevizBS. 
Capt.  J.  W.  D.  Dundas, 
Thot.R.  S.  B.EitGOiut. 


{COMMONS} 

D&VOMFORT. 

Sir  Gdnud  Codrington, 
Sir  George  Grey,  Imrt. 
Dbvovsbire. 
{Northern  DioisUm.) 
Hon.  Newton  Fellowea, 
Viscount  Ebrtngton. 

{Southern  Divition.) 
Montagu  E.  N.  Parker 
SirJ.Y.  Buller.bt. 
Dorchester. 
Hon.A.  H.  Ashley -Cooper, 
Robert  Williams. 

Dorsetshire. 
Lord  Ashley, 

Hon.  W.  F.  S.  Fonsonby, 
H.  C.  Stun. 

Dover. 
Sir  John  Rae  Reid,  bart. 
John  Minet  Fector. 
DaoiTwicu. 
John  Barneby. 

DudleT. 
Tbomas  Hawlies. 

DORirAM. 

(Northern  Division."} 
Sir  H.  WilliamsoD,  bart. 
Hed  worth  lambton. 

{Soulhem  Divition.) 
Joseph  Fea»e,jun. 
John  Bowes. 

DVRHAM, 

Will.  Chas.  Harland, 
Hon.  A.  Trevor. 
Essex. 

(Northern  Division.) 
Sir  John  Tyssen  Tyrell,  bt. 
John  Payne  Elwes. 

(Southern  Division.) 
Robert  Westley  Hall  Dare, 
T.  W.  Bramston. 

EVESHAU. 

Sir  Chas.  Cockerell,  bart., 
P.  Borthwick. 

Exeter, 
Sir  W.  W.  FoUett,  knt. 
Edward  Divet. 

Ete. 
Sir  Gdvard  Kerrison,  bart. 

FlNSBUET. 

Thos.  Slingsby  DuDCombe, 
Thomai  Wakley. 

Fliktsbire, 
Hon.  E.  H.  Lloyd  Hostyn. 

FlIST. 

Sir  Slepbea  R.  Glynne,  bt 

Frohe. 
Tbotau  Sbeppaid, 


Gateiread. 

Cuthbert  Rippon. 

GLAMORCAKSHtRE. 

Christopher  R.  M.  Talbot,. 
Lewis  W.  Dillwyo. 

G  LO  U  C  EST  E  RSH I  RB> 

(Easter*  DtvitioK,) 
Hon.  A.  H.  MoretoD, 
C.  W.  Codringtos. 

(Wettem  Divition.) 
HoD.G.  C.O.Beikdey, 
Robert  B.  Hall. 

Glovcebter. 
HenryThomas  Hope, 
Hon.  F.  F.  Beriuley. 

Grantham.  ; 

Glynne  Earle  Welby, 
Hon.A.G.ToUen)ache 

Great  Grihebt,     , 

E.  Heneage. 

Greenwich. 
Edward  George  Barnard, 
J.  Angerstein. 

Guildford, 
James  Mangles, 
Charles  Baring  Wall. 

Halifax. 
Charles  Wood, 
Hon.  J.  Stuart  Wortley. 

Halleston. 
Marq.  Townsheod. 

Hampsuirk. 
(Northern  Diftnon.) 
Charles  Shawe  Leferre, 
James  Winter  Scott. 

(Southern  Divition.) 
John  Fleming, 
H.  C.  Compton. 

Harwich. 
Rt.  hon.  J.  C.  Herries, 

F.  R.  Bonham. 

Hastings. 
Frederick  North, 
Howard  Elphinston. 

Haverfordwest. 
W.  H.  Scour6eld. 

Rbrbfordsuire. 
Kedgwin  Hoskins, 
Edward  T.  Foley, 
Sir  Robert  Price,  bait. 

Hereford. 
Edward  Bolton  Clive, 
Robert  Biddulph. 

Hertfordshire. 
Lord  ViKOunt  Grimstoo, 
Abel  Smith,' 
Rowland  Alston. 

Hertforb. 
VbconnlHalioii, 


oogic 


List  of 
Hon.  W.  F.Cowper. 

HONITON. 

Colonel  Bailey, 
A.  Chichester. 

HOftBHAN. 

RobM  Henry  Hurst. 

HUDDERSFIELD. 

John  Blackburne. 

HuirTlNODOKSHIRE. 

Viscount  Mandeville, 
John  Bonfoy  Rooper 

HUKTINCSON. 

Jonathan  Peel, 

Sir  Frederick  Pollock. 

Htthe. 
Stewart  Marjorihanka. 

Jamea  Morrison 
Ri|hy  Waion. 

Kehdal. 
John  Barbam. 

Kent. 

(^Eattem  Divititm.) 
SiiEdw.  KnatchbuU,  bart., 
John  Pemberlon  Plumptre. 

{Weslern  DiuUion.) 
Sir  W.  Geary,  bt. 
Thomas  Law  Hodges. 

KlBDERUINSTER. 

0.  R.  Phillips. 

Kino's  Ltnn. 
Ld.G.F.C.Bentinck, 
Rt.  bon.  Sir  S.  Canning. 

KlKflSTOK-UrON-HULL. 

William  Hutt, 
Thomas  P.  Thompson. 

Kn  ARKS  BOROUGH. 

Andrew  Lawson, 
John  Richards. 

Lambeth. 
Rt    Hon.   C.   Tennyson, 

D'Eyncourt. 
Benjamb  Hawes,jun. 
Lancashire. 
(Northern  Divition.) 
Lord  Stanley, 
John  Wilson  Patten. 

{Southern  Diviiion.) 
Lord  Francis  £gerton, 
Hon.  R.  B.  Witbrafaam. 

Lancaster. 
Thomas  Greene, 
Patrick  Maxwell  Stewart. 

Launckston. 
Rt  hon.  Sir  H.  Hardinge. 

Lbeds. 
Rt.  hoD.  Sir  John  Beckett, 
GAmnlMnu.   ' 


{COMMONS} 

Leicestershire. 
{Northern  Division.) 
LordC.  Manners, 
Chas.  March  Phillips. 

{Southern  Division.) 
Henry  Halford, 
C.  W.  Parke. 

Leicester. 
Sergeant  Goulburn, 
Thomas  Gladstone. 

Leouiwster. 
Rt.  hon.  Lord  Hotham, 
Thomas  Bish. 

Lewes. 
Sir  Chas.  Richard  Blunt, 
Thomas  Read  Kemp. 
Lichfield. 
Sir  George  Aoson, 
Sir  Edward  D.  Scott. 
Lincolnshire. 
{Parts  of  Lindsey.) 
Hon.  C.  A.  W.  Pelham, 
T.  Corbett. 
{Parts  of  Kesteven  and 
Holland.) 
Henry  Hand  ley, 
Gilbert  John  Healhcote. 

Lincoln. 
Colonel  Sibthorp, 
Edward  G.  E.  L.  Bulwer. 

LlSKEARD. 

Charles  BuUer,  jun. 

Liverpool. 
William  Ewart, 
Viscount  Sandon. 
London. 
Matthew  Wood, 
James  Pattison, 
William  Crawford, 
Geoi^  Grote. 

Ludlow, 
Viscount  Clive, 
Lechmere  Cbarltou. 

Ltme  Regis. 
William  Ptoney. 

Lymihotom. 
John  Stewart, 
W.  A.  Mackinnon. 

Ma  CCLBS  FIELD. 

John  Ryle, 

John  Brocklehurst,  jnn. 

Maidstone. 
Wyndham  Lewis, 
Abraham  W.  RobaiU. 

Maldon. 
Qnintin  Dick, 
Thot.  Barrett  Leonard. 

MALiteinuRT. 
ViKOOBt  Andont, 


Memiers. 

Maltow. 
J.  W.  Childers, 
J.  C.  Ramsden. 

Manchester. 
Rthon.C.  P.  Thonison, 
Mark  Phillips. 

Marlborougk, 
Lord  E.  A.  C.  B.Bruce, 
Henry  B.  Baring. 

Great  Mablow. 
Sir  W.  Clayton,  bt. 
Thomas  Peers  Williams. 

Marylebone. 
Sir  S.  Wballey,  knt. 
H.  L.  Bulwer. 

Merionethsiiire. 
Sir  Robert  W.  Vaugban,  bt 

Mbrthyr  Tydvu. 
Josiab  John  Guest. 
Middlesex. 
George  Byng, 
Joseph  Hume. 

MiDItURST. 

W.  S.  Pojnlz. 

Monmouthshire. 
Right  hon.  Lord  G.  C.  H. 

Somerset, 
Wro.  Addams  Williams. 

Monmouth, 
Benjamin  Hall. 

Montgomeryshire. 
Rt.  bon.  C.  W.  W.  Wjnn. 

Montgomery. 
John  Edwardes. 

Morpeth. 
Hon.  E.  G.  Howard. 
Newark-upoh-Trent, 
Wm.  Ewart  Gladstone, 
Sergeant  Wilde. 
Newcastle- UN  dbr-Li  HE. 
William  Henry  Miller. 
Edmund  Peel. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyke. 
W.OkI, 
Sir  Matthew  W.  Ridley. 

Newport. 
John  Heywood  Hawkins, 
Wm.  Henry  Ord. 
Norfolk. 
{Eastern  Division.) 
Edmond  Wodehouse, 
Lord  Walpole. 

Western  Division. 
SirW.  J.H.  B.Folkes,bt 
Sir  Jacob  Astley,  bart 
Nortiialle  rtqit* 
W.  B.  WrighUOB, 


"k)' 
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NOHTBAUSTOITSBIRK. 
(Northern  Divitim.) 
T.  P.  MauDSell, 
Lord  Bnidenel). 

{Southern  DivUion.) 
WUliam  R.  Cartwright, 
Sir  C.  Knightky. 

Northampton. 
Robert  Vemoa  Smith, 
Charlea  Ross. 

NOBTEIUMBERLAND. 

(Ncrthern  Division.) 
Viscount  Howick, 
Loid  OuuUtOD. 

(Sottthem  Diviaon.) 
Matthew  Bell, 
Thomas  W.  Beaumont. 

Norwich. 
Viscount  Stormont, 
Hon.  R.  C.  Scarlett. 

NOTTIB  O  H  A  MSH I  HE. 

(Northern  Division.) 
Henty  Gaily  Knight 
Thomas  Houlds  worth. 

(Southern  Division.) 
Earl  of  Lincoln, 
John  Evelyn  Denison. 

NdTTIMOHAM. 

Sir  R.  Crawford  Ferguson, 
Sir  J.  C.  Hobhouse,  bl. 

Oldhah. 
John  Fielden, 
John  Frederick  I«es 
Dxpordshibb. 
Lord  Norreys, 
George  Granville  Harcourt, 
Richard  Weyland. 

Oxford,  Cm\ 
W.  Hn^tes  Hughes, 
Donald  Maclean. 

Oxford  Ustversity. 
Thomas  Q.  B.  Estcourt, 
Sir  R.  Harry  Inglis. 

Pembrokeshire. 
Sir  John  Owen,  hart. 

Pembroke. 
Hugh  Owen  Owen. 
Pehetd  asd  Faluodtb. 
J.  W.  FEeih&eld, 
Sir  Robert  Monsey  Rolfe. 

PBTBRBO  ROUGH. 

Sir  Robert  Heron,  bart. 
John  Nicholas  Fazakerley. 

Petsrsfibld, 
C.  HeotoT. 

Pltwouth. 
John  Collier, 
ThomuBewes. 


{COUMONfi} 

PONTSTKACT. 

John  Gully, 
Lord  Pollington. 
Poole. 
Right  hon.  G.  S.Byng, 
C.  A.  Tulk. 

Portsmouth. 
John  Bonham  Carter, 
Francis  Thornhilt  Baring, 

Preston. 
Peter  Heaketh  Fleetwood, 
Hon.  Henry  Thos.  Stanley. 

Radnorshire. 
Walter  Wilkins. 

New  Radnor. 
Richard  Price. 

Heading. 
Sergeant  Talfourd, 
Charles  Russell. 

Reigate. 
Viscount  Eastnor. 

Retford  East. 
Granville  Harcourt  Vernon, 
Hon.  Arthar  Duncorobe. 

Richmond. 
Hon.  Thos.  Duadas, 
A.  Speits. 

Rifon. 
Sir  J.C.  Dalbiac, 
T.  Pemberton. 

Rochdale. 
J.  Entwistle. 

Rochester. 
Ralph  Bemal, 
Thos.  Twigden  Hodges. 
Rutlandshire. 
Sir  Gerard  Noel,  barf. 
Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  bart. 

Rye. 
Edward  Barrett  Curteis. 

Salford. 
Joseph  Brotherlon. 
Salisbqry. 
William  Bird  Brodie, 
Wadham  Wyndham. 
Salop,  or  Shropshire. 

(Northern  Division.) 
Sir  Rowland  Hill,  bart. 
W.  0.  Gore. 

{Southern  Division.) 
EarlofDarliagton, 
Hon.  Robert  H.  Clive. 

Sandwich. 
S.  G.  Price, 
Sir  Edward  T.  Troobridge. 

Scarbosocoh. 
Col.  Sir  F.  Trench, 


Sir  John  V.  B.  Jobattone. 

SBAPTESBITRr. 

John  Sayer  Poulter. 
Shepfield. 
John  Parker, 
James  Silk  Buckinghani. 

SilORBHAH. 

Sir  Chas.  Merrick  Banell 
Harry  Dent  Goring. 
Shrewsbury. 
Sir  John  Hanmer,  bait., 
J,  Creisett  Pelham. 
Somersetshire. 
{Eastern  Division,) 
William  Gore  Langton, 
W.  Miles. 

(Western  Division,) 
Edward  A.  Sanford, 
Charles  36hn  K.  Tynte. 

Southampton. 
James  Barlow  Hoy, 
A.  R.  Dottin. 

South  Shields. 
Robert  Ingham. 

SoDTHWARK. 

John  Humph ery, 
D.  W.  Harvey. 

Staffordshiri. 
{Northern  Divisim.) 
Sir  Oswald  Moseley,  bart. 
Edward  BuUer. 

{Southern  Divitiom.) 
Sir  Joho  WiotUsley,  bait., 
Sir  F.  L.  H.  Goodricke. 

Stafford. 
Wm.  Fawkener  Chetwynd. 

Stamford. 
Thomaa  Chaplin, 
George  Fiacn. 

St.  Alban's. 
Hon.  E.  H.  Gnmaton, 
Henry  G.  Ward. 

St.  Ives. 
James  Halse. 

Stockport. 
Thomas  Marsland, 
Henry  Marsland. 

Stoke-u?on>Trent. 
Lieut.>coI.  George  Anson, 
John  Davenport. 

Stroud. 
O.  P.  Scrope. 
Lord  John  Russell. 

SuDBU»Y. 

J.  Bagshaw, 
B.  Smith. 
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icrrftLK. 

Lord  Henniker, 
Sir  C.  B.  Ven. 

{Wetlent  Divitum.) 
Colonel  Ruthbrodie, 
H.  WiUoa. 

S11NDXEI.AHD. 
Aldermao  Thompson, 
D,  Barclay. 

SvaxiT. 

{Eaiten  Dmimtn.) 
Captain  Alsager, 
Aubrey  Wm,  Beauclerk. 

(^Western  Diviiion,) 
Wm,  Joseph  Deniion, 
C.  Barclay. 

(£111  tern  Divitum.') 
Hon.  ChaB,  C.  Cavendish, 
Herbert  Barrett  Curteis, 

(Wealem  Divition,") 
Lord  John  O.  Lennox. 
Earl  of  Surrey. 

SWAXSET. 

John  Heniy  Virian. 

Tauwokth. 
Sir  Robert  Peel, 
W.  Yatei  Feel. 

Tavistock. 
Lord  RosmII, 
J.  Rimdle. 

Taustov. 
Edward  Thos.  Bainbridge, 
Henry  Labouchere. 

Tewxesburt. 
W.  Dowdeswell, 
Chai.  Hanbary  Tracy. 

Tbetpoed. 
Earl  of  Enaton, 
Franoii  Baring. 

Trihsk. 
Samuel  Crompton. 

TlVERTOB, 

John  Heathcote, 
Viscount  Palmsratoa 

ToTHEsa. 
Loid  Snmour, 
Jasper  Parrot. 

Tower  Hahlkt». 
William  Clay, 
Stephen  Lustiington. 

Truro. 
John  Ennis  ViTian, 
William  Tooke. 

Ttmehoutu. 
Qcorge  Fredeitck  Yoaog. 


{C0Hlf6NI»)  ! 

Waksvibls. 

Daniel  Oaskell. 

WALtmoyoRD. 
William  S.  Blackstooe. 

Walsall. 
Chai.  Smith  Fotster, 

Wabehah. 
John  Hales  Calcraft. 
Warrisotok. 
John  Ireland  Blackburn. 
Waswickbhiee. 
(Northern  Division.) 
Sir  John  Eardley  Wilmot, 
W.  Stratford  Dugdale. 
{Southern  Dtvitton.) 
Sir  J.  Mordaunt,  bL 
E.  Sheldon. 

Warwick. 
Hon.  Sir  C.  J.  Grerille, 
Edward  Boltoa  King. 

Wilis. 
John  Lee  i«e, 
N.  Ridley  Colbome. 

WEN  LOCK, 

Hon.  G.  C.  W.  Forester, 
James  Milnea  Oaakell. 

Westburt, 
Sir  Ralph  Lopes,  tert. 

WBSTMtMSTEE. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett,  bart. 
Colonel  Erans. 

Wbsthorelahd. 
VtsGOunt  Lowther, 
Hon.  Henry  Cecil  Lowtber. 

Weymouth. 
Thomas  Fowell  Baxtoa, 
W.  W.  BurdoD. 

Whitbt. 
Aaron  Chapman. 

Whitehavsk. 
Matthias  Attwood. 

WlOAN. 

J.  H.  Kearaley, 
Richard  Potter. 

Isle  or  Wiobt. 
Sir  Richard  Oodin  Simeon. 

jWlLTOM. 

John  H.  Penniddocke. 

WitTBHrRE. 

(Northern  DwrnottJ) 
Paql  Helhuen, 
Walter  Long. 

(Southern  Dimtion.) 
John  Benett, 
Hon.  Sidney  Herbert. 

WlVCHESTER. 

William  Bingham  Baring, 
James  Duller  East 


Wnrosm. 
JohR  Ramsbottom, 

Sir  John  Elley 

Woodstock. 
Lord  C.  S.  ChnrchilL 

WOLTERRAUrTOII. 

TliomaB  Tfaomeley; 
C.  Villiers. 

WORC  eSTERSiriRE. 

(Eastern  Divition.} 
E.  Holland, 
Thwnas  H«iry  Cooket. 

(Western  jDioisiom,) 
Hon.  Henry  B.  Lygon, 
H.  J.  Winnington. 

Worcester. 
Geo.  R.  Robinoon, 
J.  Bailev. 

Wtcombe. 
Hon.  Robert  Joba  Smitl^ 
Hon.  Charles  Grey. 
Yaruootb. 
W.  M.  Praed, 
T.  Baring. 

YoEKSaiRt. 

(North  Biduy.) 
Hon.  Wffl,  Duncombe, 
Edward  S.  Cayiey. 

(Eatt  Ridmg.) 
Richard  Bethell, 
Paul  Betlby  Thompton. 

(Wat  Sidmg.) 
Viscount  Morpeth, 
Sir  G.  Strickland,  bu 

YOSK. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Dundas, 
J.  H.  Lowther. 


SCOTLAND. 

Aberdeehshibb. 
Hon.  Wm.  Gordon. 
Aberdeen. 
Alexander  Bannerman. 

Arotleshire. 
W.  Campbell. 

Ayksuibk. 
John  Dunlop. 

Ayr,  &c. 
Lord  P.  J.  StnarU 

Banfsuirb. 
George  FerguwD. 

Berwickshire. 
Sir  H.  P.  Campbell, 
Buteshire, 
Sir  William  Roe,  bt. 

CAITHHESS-asiaft, 

Sii  George  Sinchir. 
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CtACKHAffAir  AIFD 

KiiTao3-BiiiBts. 
Charles  Adam, 

C  UFA  ft,  &c. 
Andretr  Jt^StoHj  JUD. 

DvHBAIlTOirlHlIlE. 

A.  Dentiistonn. 

DuuyniEfl-siTiRE. 
John  James  H.  JohnatoiK, 

DUH?BIE«,&C. 

Hattbew  Sbarpe. 

DUHDEK. 

Rt.  hon.  Sir  H.  Paraell^bt. 
Dtbart,  &c, 

John  Fe^M. 

EDINBrROHSHIftE. 

Sir  George  Clerfc,  bt. 

Edikboroh. 
Rt.  hon.  Jas.  Abercromby, 
Sir  John  Campbell. 

Ei.oiirstiiRE. 
H<».  Francis  W.  Grant 

Eloih,  &a. 
Sir  Andrew  Lettb  Hay. 

FiFESHIRK. 

James  WemyM. 

FORTARBHIKE, 

Hon.  D.  G,  Haliburton. 

Glasgow. 
James  Oswald, 
Lord  W.Bentinck. 

Greewock. 
Robert  Wallace. 

HADDtKOTOHSHIRE. 

Robert  Fei^son. 

Haddinotok,  Ac- 
Robert  Stewart. 

Ikverbervib,  &e. 
Patrick  Chalmers. 

IvVEaKESS-SHIRB. 

Alexander  Wm.  Cbiiholm. 

Ihvbkhbm,  &c. 
dimming  Bmce. 

Kihcabdineshire. 
Hon.  Hugh  Arbuthnot. 

KlKXCDSBRIGHT. 

RL  boo.  R.  C.  Fei^usson. 

Kirkwall,  &c. 
James  Loch. 

Laitarksbirs. 
John  Maxwell. 

Leith,  &c. 
Rt.  hon.  J,  A,  Hurray. 
Li  R  L 1THO  o  ws  n  I  SB . 
Hon.  Captain  Hope. 
Lixlithoow. 
W,  D.  Gillon. 


{COHMOMH     : 
Orkvzt. 

Thomu  Balfour. 

Paisley. 
James  Haatie, 

Peebleshire. 
Sir  John  Hay,  bart. 
Perxiisiiirb. 
Hon.  FoxMaule. 
Perth, 
Laurence  Oliphant. 

Renfreivbuire. 
Sir  M.  S.  Stewart,  bart. 

Rbufrew,  &c. 
John  Bowring. 
Ross  and  Croharty- 

SHIRBB. 

A.  S.  Mackenzie. 

ROXBUROHBHIRE. 

Lord  John  Scott. 

Selkirkshire. 
A.  Pringle. 

STIRLIKGSillBE. 

William  Forbes. 

Stirling,  &c. 
Lord  Dalmeny. 

SnXHESLANDSHIRE, 

Roderick  Macleod. 

WlOTONSHIRE. 

Sir  Andrew  Agnew,  hart. 

WlOTOS,  ftc, 
J.  Haetaggart. 


IRELAND. 

Amtrihshire. 

Hon.J.B.O'Neil, 
Earl  of  Belfast. 

Abmaohshiri. 
Wm.VerDer, 
Viscount  Acheson, 
Arhaoh, 
Leonard  Dobbin. 

Atblokg. 
Captain  Matthew. 

Ban  dor-Bri  doe. 
J,  D.  Jackson^ 

Belfast. 
James  Emerson  Tennent, 
Qeoi^  Donbar. 

Carlowshike. 
Colonel  Bmen, 
T.  Kavanagh. 

Carlow. 
FranciB  Bmen. 

Carbickfergits. 
P.  Kiike. 


Cashili,. 
Seijeant  Stephen  WqICb. 

CAVAKSniRE, 

Henry  Maxwell,  * 
John  Young. 

OlARE. 

Wm.  Nugtnt  M'Nemara, 
Cornelius  O'Brien, 
Clokmel. 
Nicholas  Ball. 

COLERAISE. 

Alderman  Copeland. 
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HANSARD'S 

Parliamentary  Debates 

During  the  Second  Session  of^AeTwELFTH  Parliament 

of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 

Ireland,  appointed  to  meet  at  Westminster^ 

4>tk  Februarif,  1836, 

in  the  Sixth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His  Majesty 

WILLIAM  THE  FOURTH. 

;flrU  OttTtttne  of  tit  SbtMen, 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Thursday,  Fehruary  4,  1836. 

Opening  of  the  pabuament. 

— The  EiHo's  Spbech.]  His  Hajeaty 
went  in  itate  this  day  to  the  House  of 
Peers,  and,  the  Commons  having  been 
■nrnmoned  to  the  Bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  opened  the  Parliament  b;  deliver- 
ing the  following  most  gracious  Speech : — 
"  My  Lords  ondtlenlleTneH, 

"  It  is  with  great  satiarnclion  that  I 
aftia  meet  tbe  great  Council  of  the  Na- 
tion assembled  in  Parliament,  I  am  ever 
Muioua  to  availmyself  of  your  adricc  and 
assistance,  and  I  rejoice  that  the  present 
state  of  public  affairs,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  is  such  as  to  permit  you  to  pro- 
ceed witboat  delay  or  inteiruption  to  the 
calm  examination  of  those  measures  which 
will  be  submitted  to  your  consideration. 

"  I  continue  to  receive  from  my  Allies, 
and  generally  from  all  Foreign  Powers,  as- 
surancea  of  their  unaltered  desire  to  culti- 
vate with  me  those  friendly  relations  which 
it  is  equally  my  wish  to  maintain  with 
theiD ;  and  the  intimate  union  which  hap- 
pily subsists  between  this  country  and 
France  is  a  pledge  to  Europe  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  general  peace. 

"  Desirous  on  sll  occasions  to  use  my 
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friendly  endeavoun  to  remove  causes  of 
disagreement  between  other  Powers,  I 
have  offered  my  media^on  in  order  to 
compose  the  difference  which  hat  arisen 
between  France  and  the  United  States. 
This  offer  has  been  accepted  by  the  King 
of  the  French ;  the  answer  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  not  yet  been 
received ;  but  I  entertain  a  confident  hope 
that  a  misunderstanding  between  two  na- 
tions so  enlightened  and  high-minded, 
will  be  settled  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 
the  feelings  and  consistent  with  the  ho> 
nourofboth. 

"  I  have  still  to  lament  the  continuance 
of  the  civil  contest  in  the  northern  |ho> 
vinces  of  Spain.  The  measures  which  I 
have  taken,  and  the  engagement  into 
which  I  have  entered,  sufficiently  provo 
my  deep  anxiety  for  its  termination ;  and 
the  prudent  and  vigorous  conduct  of  the 
present  Government  of  Spain,  inspires  roe 
with  the  hope  that  die  authority  of  the 
Queen  will  soon  be  established  in  every 
part  of  her  dominions;  and  that  the  Spa- 
nish nation,  so  long  connected  by  friend- 
ship with  Great  Britain,  will  again  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  internal  tranqnillity  and 
union.  ,  -  i 
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The  Kitig't  ^ech. 


{LORDS} 


The  King's  Speech. 


"  I  have  given  directioDS  that  there  be 
laid  before  you  the  Treaty,  which  I  h«ve 
concluded  with  the  Queen  of  Spain,  for 
the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade, 

"  Genilemen  of  iha  Woase  of  Com, 

"  I  have  directed  the  Estimates  of  the 
year  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  you 
without  delay.  Tliay  have  been  framed 
with  the  strictest  regard  to  well-considered 
economy, 

"  The  necessity  of  maintaining  the  ma- 
ritime strength  of  the  country,  and  of  giv- 
ing adequate  protection  to  the  extended 
commerce  of  my  subjects,  has  occasioned 
some  increase  in  the  astimates  for  the  na- 
val branch  of  the  public  service. 

"  The  stale  ofthe  Commerce  and  Manu- 
facturev  of  the  United  Kingdom  is  highly 
satisfactory.  I  lament  that  any  class  of 
my  subjects  should  still  suffer  dittreu; 
and  the  diflicuUies  which  continue  to  be 
felt  in  important  branches  of  Agriculture 
may  deserve  your  inquiry,  with  the  view 
of  ascertaining  whetliei  there  are  any  mea- 
■ures  which  Parliament  can  advantage- 
ouily  adopt  for  the  alleviation  of  ttii«pr«a- 
■ure. 

"  My  Lordt  and  Gentlemen, 
"  I  have  not  yet  received  the  further 
report  of  the  Comraiiuon  appointed  to 
consider  the  atata  of  the  several  Dioceses 
of  England  and  Wales.  But  1  have  rea- 
son to  believe  that  their  recommendatiouE 
upon  most  of  the  important  tubjecti  sub- 
mitted to  them,  are  nearly  prepared. 
They  ihall  be  laid  before  you  without  da- 
lay,  and  you  will  dirsct  your  early  atten- 
tion to  the  Ecclesiastical  Eiubliahraent, 
with  the  intenlioa  of  rendering  it  more 
ef&cient  for  the  holy  purposes  for  which  ii 
has  been  instituted, 

"  Another  subject  which  will  naturally 
occupy  you  is  the  state  of  the  Tithe  in 
England  and  Wales,  and  a  measure  will 
be  submitted  to  you,  having  for  its  end 
the  rendeiing  this  mode  of  providing  for 
the  Clei^y  more  fixed  and  certain,  and 
calculated  to  relieve  it  from  that  flucti)' 


■tioD,  and  from  those  objections  to  which 
it  has  hitherto  been  subject. 

"  The  principles  of  toleration  by  which 
I  have  been  invariably  guided  must  ren- 
der me  desirous  of  removing  any  cause  of 
offence  or  trouble  to  the  consciences  of 
y  portion  of  my  subjects,  and  I  am, 
there fbre, anxious  that  you  should  consider 
'helher  measures  may  not  be  framed 
'hich,  whilst  they  remedy  any  grievances 
which  affect  those  who  dissent  from  the 
doctrine  or  discipline  of  the  Established 
Church,  will  also  be  of  geoeral  advantage 
to  the  whole  body  of  the  community. 

"  The  speedy  aud  satisfactory  adminis- 
tration of  justice  is  the  6rst  and  most  sa- 
cred duty  of  a  Sovereign,  and  I  earnestly 
recommend  you  to  consider  whether  bet- 
ter provisioni  may  not  be  made  for  this 
great  purpose  in  some  of  the  departments 
of  the  Law,  and  more  particularly  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery. 

"  I  tniBt  diat  yon  will  be  able  to  eSeclti 
just  settlement  of  tlie  question  of  Tithe  in 
Ireland  upon  such  principles  as  will  tend 
at  length  to  establish  harmony  and  peace 
in  that  country. 

"  You  are  already  is  posiesuon  of  the 
Report  of  the  Commission  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Municipal 
Corporations  in  Ireland,  and  I  entertain 
the  bopq  that  it  will  be  ia  four  power  to 
apply  b)  any  defects  and  evils  which  may 
have  been  shown  to  exist  in  thote  institu- 
tions, a  remedy  founded  upon  the  same 
principles  as  those  of  the  Acti  which  have 
been  alieaidy  pawed  for  Eagland  and  Scat> 
land. 

"  A  further  Report  of  the  CommissiDn 
of  Inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  poorer 
clasHs  of  my  eubject*  in  Ireland  will 
speedily  be  laid  before  you.  Ton  will 
approach  this  subject  with  the  caution  due 
to  iu  importance  and  difiiculty ;  and  the 
experience  of  the  salutary  effect  produced 
by  the  Act  for  the  Amendment  of  tbe 
I^wg  relating  to  the  Poor  in  England  and 
Wales,  may  in  many  respecls  asiUt  yont 
ddiberationi.  ,  ~  ■ 


ft  9%e  AMrtii,  {Fb>. 

"  I  n\j  upon  your  pradenc*  and  wU- 
dom,  and  upon  your  determination  to 
maintain,  as  well  as  to  amend  the  laws 
and  iagtitutions  of  the  conntry ;  and  I 
conmit  these  questions  of  domestic  po- 
licy, to  vhich  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty 
to  direct  youi  attentioo,  into  your  handst 
persuaded  tliat  you  will  so  treat  them,  as 
to  increase  the  happiness  and  prosperity, 
by  promoting  the  leligion  and  nwrality  of 
my  people." 

The  Commons  retired,  and  the  Lords 
adjourned  til)  five  o'clock.  At  that  time 
their  I/udships  again  met  to  consider 

Tm8  Address.]  The  Royal  Speech 
having;  been  read, 

The  Duke  of  Le'mtter  tok  to  move  an 
Address  in  answer  to  the  Speech.  He 
assured  their  Lordships  thnt  it  was  with 
Tery  great  difficulty  he  rose  to  address 
them  :  and  althongli  he  could  not  plead 

Siuth  or  inexperience  of  the  forms  of  the 
ouse  as  any  excuse,  he  trusted,  notwith- 
standing, that  he  should  receive  that  in- 
dulgence which  it  was  the  invariable  custom 
to  extend  to  Members  of  their  Lordships' 
House  nndercircumstances  similar  to  thoie 
ID  which  he  then  stood  before  them.  They 
had  that  day  heard  a  moat  gracious  Speech 
from  his  Majesty— one  calculated  to  diffuse 
such  general  satisfaction,  that  he  should 
best  consult  thtir  Lordships'  convenience, 
and  his  own  feelings,  by  adverting  but 
very  shortly  to  the  topics  it  contained. 
His  Majesty  in  his  most  gracious  Speech 
hnd  stated,  that  such  was  the  tranquillity 
of  the  country,  and  the  absence  of  all 
causes  of  excitement  and  apprehension, 
that  Parliament  would  be  enabled  to  de- 
vote its  calm  and  undivided  attention  lo 
measures  of  improvement  in  the  condition 
of  the  different  classes  of  the  community, 
and  in  the  general  institutions  of  (he 
kingdom.  He  did  not  know  how  it  was 
possible  for  Parliament  to  be  employed  in 
a  manner  more  acceptable  to  itself  than  in 
the  enactment  of  measures  of  general 
benefit  to  the  country.  He  thought, 
therefore,  that  the  House  could  not  refuse 
to  concur  with  his  Majesty  in  rejoicing 
that  they  had  met  under  circumstances  so 
auspicious.  His  Majesty's  gracious  de- 
claration that  he  continued  to  receive  as- 
surances of  the  existence  of  a  friendly 
feeling  towards  this  country  from  Foreign 
Powen,  could  not  fiul  lo  be  gratifying  to 
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all ;  and  most  sincerely  did  he  hope  that 
the  mediation  offered  so  opportunely  be- 
tween Prance  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  accepted  by  the  former 
power,  might  be  crowned  with  success. 
The  prolonged  existence  of  civil  war  in 
Spain  could  not  fail  to  afflict  all  the  well- 
wishers  of  that  country;  but  there  wan 
good  reason  to  hope  that  the  prompt  and 
vigorous  measures  taken  by  the  Ministry, 
to  whose  hands  the  destinies  of  Spain  had 
been  committed,  would  be  attended  witb 
success.  The  next  topio  to  which  bis 
Majesty  had  been  graciously  pleased  to 
advert,  related  to  the  estimates  for  the 
present  year;  and  it  could  not  fail  to  be 
gratifying  to  their  Lordships  to  entertain  a 
well-founded  expectation  that  they  would 
be  framed  with  every  regard  to  a  just 
economy.  They  had,  indeed,  heard  from 
his  Majesty  that  there  would  be  an  in- 
crease in  the  estimates  for  maintaining  the 
maritime  strength  of  the  country.  He 
did  not  Bi^rehend  that  any  augmenUtion 
demanded  for  the  efficiency  of  a  force  so 
long  regarded  as  the  pride  and  honour  of 
the  country  would  meet  with  any  serious 
opposition.  Notwithstanding  the  general 
prosperity  it  was  painful  to  refiect  that 
distress  did  exist  in  some  branches  of  the 
national  interests.  Some  branches  of 
agriculture  were  suffering  under  depres- 
sion, and  his  Majesty  had  recommended 
inquiry  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the 
causes  of  that  depression.  For  his  own 
part  he  did  not  think  that  such  an  inquiry 
would  be  attended  with  much  good  in  the 
result ;  bnt  it  was,  nevertheless,  desirable 
in  order  to  satisfy  the  minds  of  the  suf- 
ferers, and  of  other  persons  who  might 
take  a  different  view  of  the  question.  The 
Report  of  the  Commission  appointed  to 
consider  the  slate  of  the  several  dioceses 
in  England  and  Wales,  was  the  next  topic 
in  hfs  Majesty's  Speech.  He  trusted  that 
when  this  important  document  came  under 
their  Lordships'  notice,  it  would  receive 
all  that  consideration  to  which  it  was  so 
justly  entitled  ;  and  that  such  steps  would 
be  taken  upon  it  as  would  tend  to  insure 
the  stability,  and  advance  the  dignity  of 
the  Ecclesiastical  Establishment  in  this 
country.  His  Majesty  next  alluded  to  a 
subject,  upon  which  a  very  considerable 
portion  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  enter- 
lained  deep  and  decided  convictions.  It 
was  the  subject  of  Law  Reform ;  and  his 
Majesty  was  pleased  particularly  to  point 
their  attention  to  the  Court  of  Chancery. 


The  A4drei$. 


{LORDS} 


The  Addretl. 


He  apprehended  there  conld  be  no  dif- 
ference of  opiaion  upon  the  Eubject  of 
that  Conri,  the  very  name  of  which  they 
must  be  all  aware,  created  dread  and 
horror  in  the  minds  of  bis  Majesty's  sub- 
jects. Nothing  was  more  calculated  to 
alarm  any  man  than  the  appTehension  of 
having  his  affairs  thrown  into  Chancery. 
It  was  quite  enough  to  say  that  reform  was 
necessary  in  that  Court,  to  have  the  con- 
cuirence  of  all  reflecting  persons.  The 
next  subject  referred  to  in  (he  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  related  to  Tithes  in  Ire- 
land. Upon  this  subject  he  was  anxious 
distinctly  to  be  understood  as  not  intend- 
ing to  cast  blame  upon  any  one.  He  did 
not  mean  to  indulge  in  reflections  upon 
former  Administrations.  He  was  happy 
to  say  that  the  general  aspect  of  the  state 
of  society  in  that  country  was  one  which 
spoke  of  peace  and  tranquillity.  The 
only  part  of  Ireland  to  which  this  obser- 
vation  did  not  apply,  was  the  county  of 
Tipperary ;  but,  for  as  long  as  he  could 
remember  that  country,  Tipperary  had 
always  been,  more  or  less,  in  a  disturbed 
state.  The  rest  of  Ireland  was  in  a  tran- 
quil State ;  and  he  trusted  from  the  wise 
and  firm  meaiare  of  his  noble  Friend,  the 
Iiord- lien  tenant  of  that  country,  it  would 
continue  so.  From  the  inquiries  he  had 
made,  and  from  his  own  personal  know- 
ledge, he  was  enabled  to  make  this  state- 
ment. It  was,  therefore,  a  favourable 
moment  for  taking  the  Tithe  Question  into 
consideration,  and  he  hoped  this  would  be 
done  in  a  calm  and  even  temper,  with  a 
view  to  put  an  end  to  all  causes  of  discord. 
With  respect  to  the  Irish  Corporations,  if 
it  had  been  found  that  the  same  abuses 
and  defects  existed  as  were  ascertained  to 
have  existed  in  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions of  this  country,  he  trusted  that  they 
would  find  a  remedy  by  putting  those 
Corporations  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
Municipal  Corporations  ia  England.  The 
Dest  question  referred  to  in  the  Speech 
was  the  necessity  of  a  Poor-Law  in  Ire- 
land. The  report  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Poor-law  Inquiry  had  not  yet  been 
fully  completed,  but  it  certainly  appeared 
that  great  distress  existed  in  Ireland.  He 
had  resided  in  that  country  for  twenty- 
three  years,  and  had  paid  much  attention 
to  the  condition  of  its  people,  and  had  the 
fullest  opportunity  of  observing  and  in- 
quiring mto  their  condition,  and  the  re- 
sult was,  that,  without  pledging  himself  to 
any  more  decided  opinion  on  the  subject, 


he  waa  quite  convinced  that  some  measure 
of  the  kind  must  be  brought  forward. 
He  was  sure  that  until  some  system  of 
Poor-laws  was  established  in  Ireland,  that 
country  would  not  be,  properly  speaking, 
in  a  sound  and  prosperous  state.  He  did 
not  know  that  it  would  be  necessary  for 
him  to  trouble  their  Lordships  upon  any 
other  subject  adverted  to  in  his  Majesty's 
Speech;  and  he  would,  therefore,  beg 
leave  to  read  the  Address  which  he  took 
the  liberty  of  proposing  for  the  adoptioa 
of  their  Lordships.  The  noble  Duke 
read  an  Address,  which  was  an  echo  of  the 
Royal  Speech. 

The  Earl  of  Burlington  rose  to  second 
the  Address.  Before  proceeding  to 
make  a  few  observations  on  the  sub- 
jects referred  to  in  the  Speech  deli- 
vered that  day  from  the  Throne,  he 
was  ansiouB  to  assure  their  Lordships 
of  his  desire  to  follow  the  example  of  the 
noble  Duke,  and  to  abatain  as  far  as 
possible  from  the  introduction  of  anything 
that  could  tend  to  disturb  the  unanimity 
which  usually  marked  the  sentiments  of 
that  House  upon  the  occasion  of  an  Ad- 
dress in  reply  to  the  Royal  Speech.  There 
were  many  topics  to  which  his  Majesty's 
Speech  alluded  on  which  he  entertained 
strong  and  decided  opinions,  at  variance, 
perhaps,  with  a  large  portion  of  their 
Lordships'^House;  but  as  bis  Majesty's 
Speech  merely  indicated  the  different 
measures  to  which  their  attention  would 
be  called,  and  as  it  did  not  appear  to  him 
that  their  Lordships  were  required  in  any 
manner  to  recognise  the  principle  of  any 
measure  upon  which  a  difference  of  opinion 
might  he  supposed  to  exist,  he  felt  that  it 
would  not  be  becoming  in  him,  especially 
on  the  first  occasion  on  which  he  had  the 
honour  of  addressing  their  Lordships,  to 
enter  into  a  discussion  upon  those  prin- 
cipies,  and  he  would  content  himself, 
therefore,  with  briefly  alluding  to  the 
topics  contained  in  his  Majesty's  Speech. 
The  attention  of  the  country  would  no 
doubt  be  arrested  by  that  part  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Speech  more  particularly  directed 
to  the  other  House  of  Parliament  respecting 
the  increase  in  the  Navy  Estimates  for  the 
ensuing  year.  He  felt  strongly  the  neces- 
sity of  a  rigid  and  persevering  economy  in 
every  branch  of  the  public  expenditure, 
and  the  country  expected  it  with  just  con- 
fidence  from  his  Majesty's  Government ; 
but  at  the  same  time  there  existed  in  this 
country  a  proper  attachment  to  tliat  branch 
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of  the  public  senice;  and  irothei  natiooa 
thought  proper  to  increase  their  naval 
forces,  he  was  sure  the  Repreieiilatires  of 
the  people  would  not  refuse,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  grant  such  an  augmen- 
tation of  our  naval  power  as  might  be 
deemed  adequate  for  the  protection  of  the 
national  honour  and  commercial  interests 
of  the  country.  He  had  heard  with  much 
satisfaction  that  his  Majesty  had  received 
assurances  from  all  foreign  powers  of  the 
existence  of  a  friendly  disposition  towards 
this  country  ;  and  he  was  more  particularly 
gratified  by  the  allusion  to  the  intimate 
union  between  this  country  and  France. 
He  trusted  there  was  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  the  Councils  of  the  two  countries 
would  be  directed  by  such  a  policy  as 
would  ensure  the  continuance  of  peace. 
The  existence  of  war  in  any  part  of  Europe 
was  to  he  deplored,  and  he  was  sure  that 
that  House  would  cordially  concur  with 
that  passage  in  his  Majesty's  most  gracious 
Speech  which  breathed  a  hope  that  the 
vigour  and  prudence  of  the  present  Go- 
vernifient  of  Spain  might  be  equal  to  (lie 
urgency  of  the  crisis  in  that  country.  With 
respect  to  the  internal  condition  of  the 
country,  he  believed,  there  was  but  one 
opinion  upon  the  state  of  the  manufacturing 
districts,  viz.,  that  they  were  in  a  state  of 
unparalleled  prosperity.  He  believed  that 
all  classes  engaged  in  the  pursuits  of 
industry  were  in  a  most  flourishing  and 
satisfactory  condition;  buthe  was  sorry  to 
be  obliged  to  agree  with  the  Address,  that 
a  great  portion  ofthe  agricultural  districts 
did  not  participate  in  that  prosperity. 
During  the  recess  they  had  heard  a  great 
deal  of  the  universal  prevalence  of  agricul- 
tural distress,  and  in  some  instances,  as  it 
appeared  to  him,  measures  of  a  dangerous 
nature  had  been  proposed.  For  himself, 
he  could  not  aniicipate  thiit  after  hearing 
the  evidence  of  well  informed  and  unpre- 
judiced individuals,  that  distress  would 
then  be  found  so  universal  as  had  been 
represented — and  he  had  no  doubt  that  for 
■uch  distress  as  might  be  found  to  exist 
remedies  would  be  proposed  not  inconsis- 
tent with  the  general  welfare  of  the  State. 
He  could  not,  however,  leave  this  part  of 
the  subject  without  observing,  that  he  did 
not  think  it  could  with  justice  be  said  that 
Parliament  had  done  nothing  to  relieve 
that  distress,  because  be  thought  a  mea- 
■are  that  was  passed  two  Sessions  ago  had 
the  effect  of  considerably  alleviating  the 
condition  of  the  agricnltututs.  He  alluded 


to  the  Poor-law  Amendment  Act.  He 
could  not  sit  down  without  alluding  to 
another  subject  adverted  to  in  hjs  Majesty's 
Speech.  He  meant  (he  alteration  of  the 
tithe  system  in  England  and  Wales.  Ha 
could  not  help  thinking  that  by  removing 
the  oppressive  nature  of  its  operation  much 
relief  might  in  some  instances  be  given 
to  agriculture,  and  notwithstanding  the 
failure  of  former  efforts,  he  trusted  that 
Pariiament  might  be  able  to  devise  some 
measure  of  a  satisfactory  nature  calculated 
to  remove  all  dissension,  As  to  the  inquiry 
into  the  dioceses  of  England  and  Wales, 
he  trusted  the  labours  of  the  Commission 
might  be  such  as  would  promote  the  effici- 
ency of  (he  Establishment,  by  removing 
the  abuses  which  had  given  rise  to  so 
much  obloquy.  He  feared  that  the  exis- 
tence of  these  abuses,  if  they  much  longer 
continued,  would  have  the  effect  of  ma- 
terially shaking  the  foundation  of  the 
Church;  but  be  trusted  that  measures 
would  be  proposed  which  would  meet  the 
views  of  the  lai^e  body  of  the  clergy.  It 
was  unnecessary  for  him  to  state  at  length 
the  grievances  of  the  Dissenters,  they  were 
well  known  to  their  Lordships,  and  he 
believed  that  all  parties  had  expressed  an 
anxiety  to  see  them  removed.  He  trusted 
the  principle  which  had  of  late  years 
induced  Parliament  to  remove  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  disabilities  and  grievances  under 
which  their  fellow- subjects  had  laboured, 
would  also  have  the  effect  of  inducing 
them  to  adopt  some  measures  to  relieve  the 
grievances  of  Dissenters.  After  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  Duke  relative  to  the 
state  of  Ireland,  and  after  the  expression 
of  his  opinions,  which  should  always  carry 
with  them  great  weight,  he  felt  that  he 
almost  intruded  upon  the  attention  of  the 
House  by  referring  to  the  subject.  In 
every  speech  from  the  Throne  since  the 
commencement  of  his  present  Majesty's 
reign,  their  attention  had  been  directed  (o 
the  staie  of  the  Tithe  Question  in  Ireland  ; 
but  unfortunately  it  remained  unsettled, 
and  he  trusted  another  Session  would  not 
be  allowed  to  pass  until  this  truly  import- 
ant subject  was  finally  arranged.  Oji  a 
subject  upon  which  it  was  to  be  presumed 
a  very  great  difference  of  opinion  existed, 
he  should  content  himself  by  stating  what 
he  had  already  said  of  other  measures,  that 
it  was  his  anxtons  hope  that  sach  enact- 
ments as  should  be  made  would  have  the 
effect  of  promoting  the  true  interests  of 
religion  and  the  peace  of  ^e  country.  But 
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he  trusted  their  Lordships  would  consider 
the  different  eircum stances  in  vhicli  the 
Churches  of  England  and  of  Ireland  were 
placed.  He  need  hardly  say,  that  the 
difference  to  which  be  alhided,  consisted 
in  the  difference  of  religious  opinions  en- 
tertained by  a  large  body  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects  in  that  country.  Their  LoHships 
were  aware,  from  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
tnisSLoners  of  Corporations  in  Ireland, 
that  the  same  causes  of  discontent  existed 
in  that  country  as  had  been  felt  in  Eng- 
land  until  the  force  of  them  had  at  length 
operated  a  remedy ;  and  he  had  no  doubt 
they  would  concur  with  him  in  hoping  that 
a  measure  might  be  brought  forward  upon 
that  subject  satisfactory  to  all  the  Curporate 
towns  in  Ir^and.  The  next  topic  in  the 
Address  proposed  by  his  noble  Friend 
referred  to  the  introduction  of  a  system  of 
Poor-laws  into  Ireland.  He  was  inclined 
to  think  that  this  was  the  most  Important, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  most  difficult,  of 
all  the  various  questions  adverted  to  in  hi^ 
Majesty's  Speech.  The  first  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  upon  this  subji 
made  it  imperative  upon  Parliament  (o  do 
something.  At  the  same  lime,  the  most 
anxious  care  should  be  exercised  to  avoid 
the  same  bad  consequences  resulting  from 
a  bad  administration  of  those  taws,  as  had 
occurred  in  this  country.  This  was 
especially  necessary  in  the  peculiar  cir 
stances  of  Ireland.  If  a  satisfactory 
sure  should  be  adopted  by  Parliament,  he 
hoped  that  they  would  not  stop  there  ir 
their  measures  of  relief  for  Ireland.  He 
did  not  believe  that  any  system  of  Poor- 
laws,  however  well  devised,  would  suffice 
to  produce  a  permanent  good  effect  in  that 
country.  It  might  alleviate  some  portion 
of  the  misery  of  a  population  sunk  in 
wretchedness,  but  it  would  not  reach  the 
sources  of  the  evils  to  which  Ireh 
a  prey.  In  order  to  do  anything  eSbctual 
for  that  country,  it  would  be  necessary. 
first,  to  discover  the  real  sources  of  her 
misery,  and  then  boldly  apply  a  remedy, 
The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  such  a  course 
were  undoubtedly  many,  but  he  believed 
theywere  not  insurmountable, and  he  hoped 
Parliament  would  adopt  some  mcasun 
which  would  not  only  administer  relief  tt 
the  suffering,  but  hold  out  to  the  Indus- 
triotis  poor  some  prospect  of  adequate 
employment,  and  reward  for  their  labour. 
He  begged  leave,  in  conclusion,  to  thank 
the  House  for  the  great  Iciadness  they  had 
•hown  tovTBTdl  bim. 


The  Dale  of  Wellington  said,  he  quite 
concurred  in  the  opinions  which  the  noble 
Duke  and  the  noble  Earl  opposite  had  so 
ably  expressed  as  to  the  great  importance 
of  the  Speech  which  had'been  that  day 
delivered  from  the  Throne.  He  believed 
that  never  had  there  been  a  Speech  deli- 
vered from  that  Throne  embracing  so 
liny  important  topics,  upon  all  of  which 
much  depended.  He  would  not  attempt 
(o  discuss  all  those  topics  upon  that  occa- 
sion. Other  opportunities  for  discussing 
them  would  occur,  and  he  should,  there- 
fore, follow  the  prudent  example  of  the 
noble  Lords  opposite,  and  say  but  little 
upon  them.  At  the  same  time  he  wished 
he  could  attend  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
noble  Earl  who  had  last  spoken,  not  to 
oppose  any  part  of  the  Address  which 
had  been  proposed.  He  sincerely  re- 
joiced at  the  intimation  conveyed  in  the 
first  pari  of  the  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
which  stated  that  there  was  no  appear- 
ance of  any  probability  that  the  peace  of 
the  world  would  be  disturbed.  He  con- 
fessed that  from  what  he  had  heard  lately 
of  armaments  in  a  state  of  preparation  in 
the  potts  uf  this  kingdom,  he  had  been 
apprehensive  that  he  should  receive  dif- 
ferent information  upon  this  occasion.  It 
was  to  him,  therefore,  very  satisfactory  to 
hear  that  not  only  was  there  no  ground 
for  such  an  apprehension,  but  that  his 
Majesty  had  received  from  all  Powers, 
Potentates,  and  States,  assurances  of  a 
continued  desire  to  cultivate  friendly  re- 
lations with  this  country,  and  that  those 
armaments  which,  according  to  report, 
had  been  in  preparation  for  months,  had 
no  other  object  than  merely  to  guard  the 
extended  commerce  of  the  country.  It 
gave  him  great  satisfaction  to  learn  that 
there  was  no  ground  for  apprehending 
that  this  country  was  likely  to  be  embarked 
in  a  war,  for  it  was  her  interest,  not  only 
to  preserve  peace  for  herself,  but  for  the 
whole  world.  That  ought  at  this  moment, 
more  peculiarly  than  at  any  other,  to  be 
the  object  of  this  country.  He  regretted 
that  the  naval  force  of  this  country  had 
been  reduced  some  years  ago  from  that 
very  amount  to  which  he  believed  it  waa 
now  intended  to  go  back,  because  the 
alarm  caused  by  the  augmentation  at  pre> 
sent  proposed  would  not  have  occurred 
had  that  reduction  not  been  made.  Bat 
he  would  not  trouble  their  Lordships  with 
any  further  observations  upon  this  topic. 
He  ihonld  have  tUowcd  ne  Addr^  io 
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aumer  to  fail  Hqetty's  Spetch  to  paM 
ttDmiiBaari;,  lo  far  ai  he  wu  concefflad, 
if  it  bad  not  be«n  for  a  parUculsT  pata- 
paph  in  tbs  Spoecb,  pud  a  particular 
U«m  to  that  partgrapb  in  the  Addreu, 
to  which  it  was  absolaUly  imposiibte  he 
■bonld  agtM>  It  had  not  haretnrore  been 
the  pnicCce  of  hit  Majeaty,  in  hit  Speech 
fr«m  th*  Throne,  to  indicate  the  panicalar 
principlet  upon  which  anj  meaiure  to  be 
propoacd  by  tBe  Oorernrtent  was  to  be 
framed.  The  uiaal  practice  bad  been  for 
the  Crown  to  draw  theattention  c^  Parlia- 
ment to  t  perticular  mbject,  and  state  the 
neanrea  to  be  propoaed  for  the  considera- 
lionotPariiament  upon  that  lubject;  and 
itbadboenaaualfor  Parlianinit,  in  answer 
to  that  iccommendation,  to  itate  that  Par- 
liament wonld  take  the  subject  into  iti 
■erioos  consideration.  In  the  Speech, 
however,  that  day  delivered  from  the 
Throne,  his  Migeaty  Mated  npon  One  par- 
ti cnlar  subject,  the  subject  of  Corporation 
Reform  in  Ireland,  the  principles  upon 
which  the  meainre  onght  to  Im  framed. 
The  passage  was  a*  follows : — "  You  are 
already  in  poateaaion  of  the  Report  of  the 
Commiisloa  appointed  to  inquire  iitto  the 
•tale  of  the  Municipal  Corpo  ration  a  in 
Ireland,  and  1  entertain  the  hope  that  it 
will  be  in  your  power  to  apply  to  any  de- 
fects and  evila  which  may  have  bean  shown 
to  eaict  in  iboae  ioititDtiODS,  a  remedy 
founded  upon  the  same  principlee  as  those 
of  the  Acta  which  have  already  palled  for 
England  end  Scotland."  This  was  not 
the  Moal  way,  he  repeated,  in  which  the 
Sovereign  had  been  in  the  habit  of  ad- 
dressing Parliament  reipecting  tke  mea- 
■arei  to  be  proposed  by  Oovernmeot.  The 
Boble  Ear)  who  had  last  spoken  had  suted 
very  truly,  that  the  Honie  ought  not  to  be 
pledged  upon  thia  painful  qoettion,  either 
with  respect  to  the  principles  or  any  matter 
of  detail  relating  to  measuresto  be  brought 
forward  by  his  Majesty's  Government.  All 
that  the  Houie  could  be  called  upon  to  do 
was  to  My  that  it  would  take  the  subject 
into  itscoiuideralioii  in  accordance  with  bis 
Hajetty'i  cottmanda.  He  diaappfoved  of 
thia  Dovelty— for  a  novelty  he  mnti  call 
it.  He  tboaght  that  hia  Majesty's  Hi- 
nitien  onght  not  to  have  given  such  ad- 
Tice  to  hia  Majeity,  and  be,  for  one,  most 
certaiftly  contd  not  answer  hit  Majeety's 
Speech  ai  waa  proposed  by  the  noble 
Lord  oppowte.  The  portion  of  the  Ad- 
dreta  is  which  he  conld  not  concur  was 
tllii  H^  &«iag  ia  pOHOiisa  of  ttie  report 


of  the  CoTDmiwon  of  Inquiry  ftppointed 
;to  inquire  into  the  Municipat  Corpora- 
tiODiin  Ireland,  we  partake  of  the  hope 
entertained  by  your  Majesty,  that  it  will 
be  in  our  power  to  apply  to  any  defects 
and  evils  which  may  have  been  shown  lo 
exiit  in  those  inatitutionB,  a  remedy  founded 
upon  the  same  principles  as  those  of  the 
Acta  which  have  been  already  passed  for 
England  and  Scotland.  In  his  opinion 
their  Lordships  onght  not  to  be  called  on 
to  pledge  themselves,  as  they  would  do 
if  they  told  his  Majesty  that  they  partook 
of  the  hope  that  the  principle  of  the  Acta 
for  England  and  Scotland  should  be  the 
foundatbn  of  the  Bill  for  Ireland.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  intended  to  pro- 
pose to  their  Loidsbjps  an  Amendment  to 
that  part  of  the  Address.  He  should  hope 
that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  did  not  intend 
to  call  on  their  Lordships  to  pledge  them- 
selves to  those  principles  on  ibis  occasion, 
and  he  hoped,  theiefore,  that  they  would 
agree  to  snbstitnte  the  words  which  he 
proposed  to  insert.  His  Amendment  waa, 
"  Being  in  possession  of  the  report  of  the 
Commission  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  in 
Ireland,  wa  will  proceed,  without  delay, 
to  the  consideration  of  any  derects  and 
evils  which  may  liave  been  shown  to  exist 
in  those  institntions,  for  the  purpose  of 
applying  such  remedies  as  may  obviate 
just  canses  of  complaint,  and  insure  the 
impartial  administration  of  jostice,"  He 
would  not  detain  their  Lordships  further 
on  tlie  subject  of  this  Address.  He  felt 
the  great  importance  of  every  one  of  the 
topics  it  contained :  but  he  should  reserve 
the  (Aservations  lie  had  to  make  on  them 
for  future  opportunities.  He  would  not 
sit  down,  however,  without  asking  the 
noble  ViMount  at  the  head  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  what  course  he  in- 
tended to  pnrsue  to  bring  the  subject's 
alluded  to  in  the  King's  Speech  under 
consideration  1  He  begged  to  inquire 
whether  it  was  the  noble  Vitconnt's  inten- 
tion to  bring  those  measurci,  or  some  of 
thero,  forward  in  this  House  in  the  first 
instance,  or  what  coorse  be  proposed  to 
adopt,  in  order  that  this  House  might 
have  the  measures  before  it,  at  a  period 
sofiicieDtly  early  to  give  to  them  the 
mature  consideration  they  reqnired,  with- 
out sitting,  as  last  year,  op  to  a  very  late 
period? 

Viscount  Meihaarne    said,    though    I 
•bonld  bwe  ben  better  sattified  if  th^ 
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noble  Dake  had  foand  it  in  bis  pover,  on 
coining  to  a  coaaideration  of  tbe  Address, 
to  have  given  his  coDcoTreDce  to  all  parts 
of  it,  and  thus  to  have  acted  in  that  man- 
ner which  is  held  by  your  Lordships,  both 
individually  and  collectively,  as  most  de- 
sirable OD  such  occasions — namely,  that, 
on  the  first  night  of  the  Seaaion,  having 
just  received  his  Majaity's  most  gracious 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  we  should  agree 
to  an  Address  to  his  Majesty,  avoiding  any 
decided  difference  of  opinion  whatever — 
though,  I  say,  I  should  have  been  better 
satisfied  if  the  noble  Duke  could  have 
reconciled  it  to  his  sense  of  duty  to  take 
that  course  which  he  stated — and  no 
doubt  truly  stated — it  was  big  desire 
take,  yet  1  cannot  but  congratulate  myself 
that  the  difference  the  noble  Duke  has 
pointed  out — the  ditfereuce  on  which  hi 
does  insist — is  so  very  small,  and  one 
that  bean  so  little  proportion  to  the  re- 
maining portions  of  the  Speech,  which  the 
noble  Duke  states  to  be  more  pregnant 
with  matters  of  importance  to  the  country 
than  any  Speech  that  was  ever  before  deli* 
vered  from  the  Throne.  I  must  say,  bow- 
ever,  that  I  think  the  noble  Duke  exag- 
gerates in  that  respect.  I  admit,  indeed, 
the  great  imprtajice  of  many  of  the 
topics ;  I  admit,  that  as  regards  many 
of  the  contemplated  measures,  they  are 
calculated  to  exercise,  and  I  trust  will 
exercise,  a  most  salutary  and  beneficial 
influence  oa  tbe  morals  and  prosperity 
of  the  country ;  but  when  X  consider  the 
times  which  are  past  and  through  which 
we  have  lived,  when  I  consider  the  great 
changes  which  have  been  introduced,  I 
think  the  noble  Duke  a  litlle  exag- 
gerates, when  he  describes  the  present  as 
the  most  important  Speech  be  ever  beard 
from  the  Throne.  When  the  noble 
Duke  contrasts  tbe  spirit  and  temper 
of  those  times  with  the  tranquillity 
of  the  present  day,  I  think  he  must  he 
sensible  that  he  has  gone  a  little  beyond 
the  limits  of  just  description,  lo  what  the 
noble  Duke  has  said  on  the  foreign  policy  of 
this  country,  I  give  my  entire  concur- 
rence. 1  assure  him  I  will  use  every 
effort  ID  my  power,  to  carry  his  views  for 
tbe  preservation  of  peace  into  effect 
With  the  noble  Duke,  I  say,  that  the  pre- 
serration  of  peace  ought  to  be  the  great 
object  of  our  policy  ;  and  it  is  an  o^ect, 
to  secure  which,  I  can  assure  the  noble 
Duke,  all  onr  best  exertions  are,  and  shall 
be,  directed,    I  bUo  agree  with  the  noble 


Duke  with  respect  to  the  sentinents  deB- 
vered  by  him  od  the  naval  force  of  this 
country;  the  increase  now  intended  is 
only  for  the  purpose  meotioDed  in  tbe 
Speech  itself — to  meet  tbe  necessity  of 
maintaining  the  maritime  strength  of  the 
country,  and  giving  adequate  protec- 
tion to  its  extended  commerce.  With  re- 
spect to  the  objection  of  tbe  noble  Duke 
to  that  paragraph  in  tbe  Speech  which 
relates  to  the  Municipal  Corporations  of 
Ireland,  tbe  noble  Duke  says,  that  his 
Majesty's  recommendation  is  a  novelty. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  be  so  much  a  master 
of  what  has  been  said  on  all  such  occa- 
sions as  to  contradict  the  noble  Duke; 
but  I  very  much  doubt  whether  it  has 
not  been  usual  in  the  Speech  from  tbe 
Throne  at  various  times,  and  in  relation  to 
various  topics,  to  suggest  to  Parliamentlbe 
principles  on  which  it  should  proceed.  The 
noble  Duke  says  it  is  not  usual,  but 
what  reason  is  there  why  it  is  not  usual  7 
Why  should  such  a  course  not  be  taken  7 
Is  the  want  of  a  precedent  the  only  reason 
why  his  Majesty,  or  tbe  advisers  of  his 
Majesty,  are  to  be  prevented  from  doing 
that  which  is  obviously  useful  ?  1  contend 
that  it  is  not  sufficient  to  say  the  course 
we  have  adopted  is  not  usual,  but  it^s  in- 
cumbent on  those  who  would  govern  us  by 
precedents  to  show  that  the  precedents 
have  no  exception,  and  have  some  founda- 
tion in  public  utility.  I  assure  the  noble 
Duke  that  the  paragraph  in  question  was 
well  considered,  and  the  expression 
"  founded  upon  the  same  principles  as 
those  of  the  Acts  which  have  been  already 
passed  for  England  and  Scotland,"  was 
adopted  to  obviate  objection  in  the  minds 
of  noble  Lords.  We  have  always  been 
ready  to  admit,  that  if  there  are  any  pecu- 
liar circumstances  in  Ireland — anything 
peculiar  in  the  character  of  the  population, 
or  in  the  nature  of  the  country,  or  in  the 
corporations  themselves, — renderiug  tbe 
provisions  of  the  Acts  passed  for  Eogland 
and  Scotland  inapplicable  to  Irelantt— we 
have  always  been  ready  to  admit  there 
might  exist  a  ground  for  difference ;  there- 
fore we  did  not  say  the  "  provisions,"  but 
the  "  principles,"  meaning  the  "  prind< 
pies,"  so  far  as  they  are  suitable  to  the 
peculiar  condition  and  circumstances  of 
tbe  Irish  people.  I  say,  then,  my  Lords, 
that  there  is,  in  fact,  no  material  difierenc« 
between  the  words  in  the  original  Address 
and  the  words  proposed  by  the  noble 
Puke.    The  one  bo  more  binai  your  lord'* 
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the  GoTerainetit  wu  placed,  this  would 
hare  beeo  done.  He  would  DOt,  how- 
evei  dwell  upon  tbe  fact  of  perions  hold- 
ing the  highest  official  lituationa  taking  a 
part  in  certain  proceedings.  This  circum* 
stance  had,  however,  engrossed  the  atten- 
tion or  every  reflecting  mind  throngbout 
the  country.  Yes,  it  had  elicited  from  one 
extremity  of  the  country  to  the  other,  in 
every  breast  which  was  actuated  by  fed- 
ings  or  honour  or  patriotism,  the  greatest 
degree  of  abhorrence.  The  course  which 
bad  been  pursued  could  only  have  for  its 
object  the  subversion  of  the  British  Con- 
stitutioD,  Acts  had  of  late  been  tolerated 
which,  in  other  times,  would  baTe  been 
treated  as  acts  of  treason.  He  would 
refer  their  Lordships,  and  be  would  confine 
his  observations  to  those  times  which  were 
in  their  Lordships'  recollection — he  would 
refer  to  the  period  of  the  French  revola- 
tion,  when  those  contagious,  those  demo- 
cratic and  levelling  principles  were  para- 
mount in  that  country,  which  was  to  this 
hour  a  living  monument  of  the  Divine 
wrath.  These  principle  tended  to  the 
uprooting  of  all  good  government,  and  of 
every  foundation  upon  which  social  order 
existed,  and  tended  also  to  the  debasing  of 
human  nature.  He  would  warn  their 
Lordships  by  reminding  them  of  the  general 
evils  arising  out  of  the  French  revolution. 
Let  their  Lordships  look  around,  and  they 
would  behold  a  dark  and  gloomy  political 
desert.  Not  one  bright  speck  was  to  be 
seen  in  our  own  political  horizon.  He 
would  cantion  the  nohle  Viscount  at  the 
head  of  his  Majesty's  Government  lo  be- 
ware of  what  course  he  pursued  ;  for  tbe 
moment  a  principle  of  equality  was  ad- 
itted,  property  would  be  at  an  end,  and 
religion  and  taws  would  be  set  at  nought. 
Before  he  sat  down  he  roust  observe,  that 
at  a  late  period  of  the  session  last  year  so 
many  Bills  were  submitted  to  their  Lord- 
ships shortly  before  its  close,  that  ii  was 
impossible  to  give  them  due  consideration. 
In  the  mouth  of  August  between  fifty  and 
sixty  public  Bills  were  placed  on  the 
Table  of  their  Lordships'  House.  It  was 
impossible  fortheir  Lordships  todiscbatge 
the  duty  they  owed  to  the  country  by  giv- 
ing to  those  Bills  the  attention  they  de- 
served. He  must  express  his  regret  that 
a  noble  Bart  for  whom  he  entertamed  the 
greatest  respect,  and  who  was  the  King's 
representative  in  the  Sister  Kingdom, 
should  have  received  the  individual  to 
whom  he  bad  before  alladed  at  bu.Conrt 


■hipa  to  ^ply  tbe  provisions  of  the  Acts 
for  EaglaoQ  and  Scotland  to  Ireland  than 
theother,  and  that  being  so,  I  think  it  will 
be  more  befitting  this  House,  and  more 
respectful  to  his  Majesty,  to  adhere  t( 
words  63  moved,  and  thus  return  ar 
swer  according  to  form  and  custom,  i 
nearly  as  possible  those  expressions  which 
his  Majesty  has  been  himself  advised  to 
use  from  the  Throne.  I  trust  that  the 
noble  Duke,  for  the  sake  of  that  unani- 
mity  which  he  thinks  desirable,  will  not 
on  this  occasion  insist  on  the  Amend- 
ment which  he  has  thought  proper  t( 
move. 

TheEarlofTFincftt^eaaaid,  that  after  the 
decided  opposition  which  he  had  given  in  the 
last  Session  of  Parliament  to  the  measure 
which  was  carried  for  regulating  the  Eng- 
lish Municipal  Corporations,  it  was  almost 
unnecessary  for  him  to  state  to  their  Lord- 
ships that  the  amendment  which  had  been 
proposed  by  his  noble  Friend  would  re- 
ceive his  warmest  support.  The  only  ob- 
jection which  he  entertained  to  the  amend- 
ment was  this,  that  it  did  not  place  him  in 
a  situation,  on  the  Grst  night  of  the  Ses- 
sion, to  put  on  record  not  merely  his 
position,  but  his  decided  hostility  to 
principles  and  course  of  policy  pursued  by 
tbe  noble  Viscount  and  his  Colleagues, 
both  foreign  and  domestic.  He  was  pre- 
pared to  say,  that  the  maintenance  of  those 
principles  to  which  he  adverted  had  been 
persevered  in,  in  direct  variance  with  the 
high  feeling  of  this  great  nation.  He  was 
prepared  to  say,  that  those  principles  had 
tended  only  to  degrade  tbe  national  cha- 
racter, and  had  lost  m  that  commanding 
respect  and  interest  which  we  had  hitherto 
maintained  amongst  surrounding  nations. 
The  principles  which  guided  the  present 
Governinent,  connected  as  they  were  with 
our  domestic  policy,  had  brought  the 
country  to  the  verge  of  ruin,  and  those 
institutions  which  had  hiiherlo  diS'used 
more  joy  and  happiness  than  had  ever 
been  known  under  other  forms  of  Govern- 
ment, were  threatened  with  destruction. 
It  ceased,  however,  to  be  a  matter  of  sur- 

Sriss  that  it  should  be  so,  when  they  re- 
ected  that  the  Speech  from  the  Throne 
was,  in  point  of  fact,  the  Speech  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers.  That  Speech  con- 
tained not  the  slightest  allusioa  to  the  do- 
mestic or  political  events  which  had  oc- 
cnrredsince  last  their  Lordships  met  within 
these  walls,  though  in  any  other  than  the 
utraonliDary  cirGumtlaBcet  onder  whieb 
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inuMdiiUly  after  a  toui  of  agitation, 
Ibe  chief  object  of  which  was  to  Tillify 
their  Lordships'  House.  He  wonld  con' 
clode  by  saying  that  leligioa  was  not  left 
to  them  as  mere  matter  of  doubt ;  tbero 
was  odIv  oae  religion  which  it  was  the 
daty  of  Christian  ministers  and  a  Christian 
Legislatare  to  maintain,  and  that  was  the 
Protesiant  religiioo.  Their  Lordships  had 
taken  an  oath  to  maintain  it;  but  be  be- 
licTed,  if  Ike  measures  were  passed  which 
were  recomni ended,  the  most  mischievoos 
Gonseqaencee  would  ensue,  such  as  would 
endanger  that  religion  they  had  sworn  to 
maintain,  and,  therefore,  he  trusted  thai 
Ibeir  LordEhips  woald  support  the  amend- 
tnent  which  had  been  proposed  by  the 
noble  Duke. 

Lord  WhamcUffe  laid  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  go  through  all  the  points 
to  which  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  al- 
luded,  but  the  paragraph  in  question  was 
certainly  not  one  of  a  common  nature  in 
•uch  productions.  The  Speech,  indeed, 
did  not  merely  state  what  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  propose,  but  it 
called  upon  their  Lordships  to  reliete  certain 
alleged  grievances  on  certain  principles. 
That  those  grievances  should  be  removed 
their  Lordships  granted.  Wherever  griev- 
ances eoutd  be  shown  to  exist,  their  Lord- 
ships were  ready  to  apply  in  such  cases  a 
proper  and  efficient  remedy;  but  be  ob- 
jected to  be  pledged  to  particular  princi- 
ples. Those  principles  Of  action  might  be 
judiciously  sdopted  in  respect  to  the  peo- 
ple of  England  and  Scotland,  and  yet  in 
the  country  to  which  the  Speech  alluded 
— in  Ireland — it  would  be  most  improper 
to  apply  thetn.  There  were  two  proposi- 
tions before  their  Lordships,  npon  which 
they  were  called  to  decide.  His  Msjeity's 
Government  called  on  them  to  remedy 
the  grievances  in  Ireland  on  certain  fixed 
principles,  which  they  said  bad  been  car- 
ried into  execution  in  two  parts  of  the  em- 
pire. On  the  other  side,  he  and  his  Friends 
said,  "  no ;"  they  were  ready  to  remove 
the  grievances  in  a  satisfacto^  mode ;  but 
they  objected  to  be  pledged  as  to  that 
mode.  What  were  those  principles  F 
Were  they  merely  that  there  should  be  no 
exclusion  in  the  formation  of  the  corpora- 
tions ;  that  there  should  be  no  self-elec- 
tion i  if  so,  be  was  ready  to  subscribe  to 
them.  But  if  they  were  to  be  carried  fur- 
ther, if  they  were  to  be  taken  from  the 
Bill  which  was  brought  np  last  year,  be 
OtlJQOteCl  tOt4(^  Ibm  ID  UWWIpOrMiOM 


of  keland,  however  proper  they  were  in 
the  corporations  of  England.  In  saying 
this  much  be  did  not  mean  to  prejadge 
the  question ;  be  was  ready  to  consider 
whether  tbii  mode  which  was  propoaed  by 
his  Majesty's  Oovernment  was  the  beat ; 
but  he  would  not  before  band  pledge  him- 
self to  particular  principles,  when  othw 
and  better  remedies  might  ha  found.  He 
sincerely  hoped  thattbenoble  Duke  would 
nist  in  his  Amendment. 
The  Marquess  of  LantdowM  woekl 
infine  himself  to  the  very  narrow  position 
taken  by  the  noble  Lord  who  had  just 
spoken.  The  apposition  of  the  noblt 
Lords  opposite  rested  on  the  narrowest 
ground  that  be  ever  remembered  to  be  as- 
signed for  opposition.  So  narrow  was  i  , 
that  he  felt  most  anxious  not  captiously  to 
oppose  any  thing  calculated  to  prodvce 
the  unanimity  which  their  Lordships  so 
much  desired.  But  in  expreseing  that 
wist)  be  considered  it  necessary,  eipedatly, 
to  guard  himself  and  hie  ooDeagues  against 
the  supposition  of  having  advised  those 
words  to  be  inserted  in  bis  Hajesty'a 
Speech,  from  acy  intention  whatever  to 
pledge  their  Lordships  as  to  the  particnlar 
nature  of  the  measure  to  be  proposed,  or 
any  attempt  whatever  to  lay  down  the  pre- 
cise nature  of  the  principlea  on  which  the 
measure  was  to  be  founded.  The  inten- 
tion was  to  allow  the  largest  latitnde  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House;  not  to 
pledge  them  to  principles,  but  to  point  out 
the  necessity,  which  their  Lordships  ad- 
mitted to  exist,  of  removing  acknotttedged 
abuses,  and  substitnling  responsible  for  ir- 
responsible power.  He  was  not  disposed 
to  urge  any  opposition  to  the  words  pro- 
posed (o  be  introduced  by  tbenoble  Duke; 
and  not  feeling  disposed  to  make  that  op- 
position, he  waa  anxious  to  make  any  s«- 
criGce  so  small  as  this  to  obtain  unanimity. 
He  trusted  that  the  noble  Duke,  and  he 
trusted  that  their  Lordships  would  allow 
him,  both  in  his  own  name  and  in  the  name 
of  his  Colleagues,  to  protest  against  any 
inference,  that  by  consenting  to  leave  oat 
the  words  relating  to  the  principles  of  the 
measure,  and  admittiog  the  words  of  the 
noble  Duke,  tiiey  were  binding  or  pledging 
themselves  not  to  abide  by  the  same  prin- 
ciples as  those  of  the  acts  for  England  and 
Scotland.  On  the  contrary,  he  be^ed  to 
declare  that  they  reserved  to  tbemseWaa 
most  fully  and  diidnctty,  the  privily  of 
proposing  to  their  Lord^ipa  a  bill,  founded 
OD  what  they  •hitaMi  contidw  to  bt  Ibt 
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BaiM  principles,  because  it  w«i  only  by  a 
bill  founded  on  those  principles  that  th«y 
could  hope  to  give  satiBfaction  to  the 
people  of  Ireland.  Unless  they  could  give 
satisfaction  to  Irehtid  by  the  Bill  they  in- 
troduced, founded  on  the  principles  to 
which  he  had  adverted,  it  woold  be  their 
duty  not  to  bring  forward  any  such  mea- 
sure, bnt  to  leave  it  to  other  hands  to  pro- 
pose the  measure,  and  carry  it  through 
this  House.  He  entered  then  his  protest 
agaiait  being  bound  by  the  Amendment  of 
the  noble  Duke  and  that  being underatood, 
he  believed  he  might  say  for  hia  noble 
Friends  neai  him,  as  he  said  for  himself, 
that  he  was  unvrilling  to  take  up  the  time 
of  their  Lordships  with  any  protracted  dis- 
cussion of  this  narrow  point.  While  their 
Lordships  were  unpledged  as  to  the  details, 
they  were  pledged  to  give  their  consider- 
ation to  the  question. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  said,  that  in  the 
proportion  that  he  felt  pain  in  moving  this 
Amendment,  did  he  now  feel  satisfaction 
that  the  noble  Lords  opposite,  to  whom  he 
offered  his  sincere  thanks,  had  adopted  it. 
As  to  the  explanation  which  had  been 
given  he  would  merely  observe,  that  he  ob- 
jected to  the  words  of  the  Address  because 
they  appeared  to  him  to  pledge  their  Lord- 
ships to  the  principles  of  a  measure  which 
they  had  not  vet  had  the  opportunity  of 
discussing  ana  considering.  On  theother 
band,  their  Lordships  could  not  require 
from  the  noble  Lords  opposite,  that  they 
should  abandon  any  principles  which  they 
thought  it  their  duty  to  maintain.  All  he 
should  say  farther  on  this  subject  was, 
that  he  should  coine  to  a  consideration  of 
the  measure  with  the  sincere  desire  of  per- 
fecting it  and  carrying  into  execution  the 
objects  which  he  had  stated  in  his  amend- 
ment. He  did  not  wish  to  press  anything 
of  a  disagreeable  nature,  but  he  was  an- 
xioos  to  ask  what  was  the  conrse  of  pro- 
ceeding which  the  noble  Viscount  pro- 
posed. Were  there  any  measures  wnich 
ne  proposed  to  introduce  at  once  to  their 
Lordships  with  a  view  to  accelerating  the 
progress  of  public  business. 

lord  Meiboitrne :  t  cannot  now  name 
the  precise  day,  bat  I  beg  to  assure  the 
noble  Duke  that  it  is  my  intention  to  bring 
forward  in  this  House,  and  as  speedily  as 
possible,  some  of  the  most  important  of  the 
measures  which  have  been  recommended 
by  his  Majesty's  Speech. 

The  Adtkeu,  as  ameoded,  was  agreed 
to. 
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The  following  Protest  was  entered  by 
Lord  Cloncurry  to  the  Amendment  moved 
by  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

isl.  Because  auch  Amendment  will  excite 
in  the  minds  Of  the  people  of  Ireland  «  fear 
that  it  ig  not  inteDded  to  extent]  to  tbem  the 
same  mesd  of  justice,  and  the  same  extent  of 
corporate  reforni,  which  have  beeo  lo  baut- 
ficiaUy  afibrded  to  tlie  people  of  En^and  and 
□f  Scotland. 

2d.  Because  a  full  measure  of  corporate  re- 
form 19  more  necessary,  if  possible,  in  Ireland 
than  ft  Rnild  have  been  in  England,  the  tni- 
Jority  of  corporators  in  Ireland  being  not  only 
insolvent  peculators,  but  traders  in  religious 
intoleraiMW,  insulting  lo  the  gnmt  nfyonty  of 
the  people. 

3d.  Because  great  alarm  must  he  excited  in 
t)iB  minds  of  the  friends  of  Ireland  by  an  Ad- 
dress proposed  by  the  fiiat^eer  of  that  coun- 
try, constantly  resident,  acquainted  with  their 
itants,  and  dear  to  their  hearts,  being  eat- 
tailed  or  emasculated,  at  the  suggestion  of 
a  party  whom  ihey  believe  to  be  hostile  lo 
theii  intsresti,  and  to  the  general  principles  of 

4tli.  Because,  ia  the  present  state  of  public 
opinion  in  Ireland,  it  is  necessary  to  prove 
to  the  people  of  that  country,  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  Parliament  to  treat  her  as  an  in. 
tegral  part  of  the  empire,  which  can  alone  sup- 
press or  mitigate  their  aspirations  for  a  do- 
meatia  and  paternal  Legislature. 

5th.  Because  the  loDg-contioued  system  o. 
injustice  and  oppression,  to  which  the  people 
of  Ireland  have  been  subjected,  has  engen- 
dered a  degree  of  suspicion  and  distrust  in 
their  minds,  which  can  only  be  overcome  by 
Ibe  most  perfect  fulfilment  of  promises  held 
DUl,  and  of  hopes  fostered  in  their  bosoms,  by 
a  Sovereign  tliey  revere,  a  local  Government 
tbey  respect,  and  an  Administration  who,  hav- 
ing done  so  much  for  the  cause  of  Reform  in 
England,  must,  in  their  good  policy  and  good 
sense,  see  the  necessity  of  obtaining  as  much 
for  Iceland. 

CtoMcrRBT. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS, 
Thuridas,  Ftbruary*,  1836. 

TiibAddress— Kirc'sSpkbch.]  The 
Speaker  acquainted  the  House,  that  he 
and  other  Members  had  attended  in  the 
House  of  Peers,  end  had  heard  his  Majesty 
deliver  a  most  gracious  Speech,  of  which 
he  had  procured  a  copy.  This  copy  he 
read  to  the  House. 

Sir  John  Wrottetley  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  moving  the  Address,  and  in  ilaitig  lo, 
said,  in  performing  the  duty  I  have  under- 
taken on  the  present  occasion,  I  cannot 
plead  that  inexperience  usually  nrged  aa 
«  dsha  OH  tfaq  tadolgfeaeeof  m  Home. 


33 


7%*Addfat-* 


1  mtut  rather  rut  my  case  upon  the  im- 
portance of  the  topics  there  introdiired, 
Kad  the  favoarable  attention  they  will 
meet  with,  particularly  when  I  consider 
that  they  are  selected  from  gubjecta,  the 
introduction  of  which  has  heretofore  been 


and  if  they  have  not  been  perfect  and 
■DfficienUy  aatiifactory  to  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  at  least  they  cannot  he 
deemed  measures  introduced  for  the  mere 
purposes  of  change,  but  must  he  coniidered 
as  attempts  to  remedy  with  caution 
circumspection  just  causes  of  compl; 
One  recommendation  is,  indeed,  new,  but 
may  be  considered  as  the  necessary  resul 
of  the  inquiry  which  has  been  instituted 
and  although  I  admit  that  the  value  of  the 
case  consists  necessarily  in  details,  I 
expect  the  measure  itself  will  be  character- 
istic of  a  generous  nation,  ever  zealous  in 
the  cause  of  benevolence,  humanity,  and 
Christian  charily.  The  first  point  I  will 
bring  under  your  consideration,  is  the 
universally  acknowledged  prosperity  of 
our  commerce  and  manufactures.  In  that 
part  of  the  country  with  which  I  am  best 
acquainted,  never  was  there  a  more 
prosperous  moment  in  all  branches  of  trade 
connected  with  the  produce  and  manu- 
facture of  iron;  and  1  am  happy  to  learn, 
from  the  best  sources,  that  equal  pros- 
perity in  all  the  other  important  manu- 
factures  of  the  country  prevails.  Cotton, 
woollen,  earthenware,  and  silk,  upon 
which  such  melancholy  forebodings 
formerly  existed,  yre  in  the  most  flourish- 
ing coiidilion;  and  my  satisfaction  is 
increased  by  the  knowledge,  that  this 
is  not  produced  by  any  temporary 
cause,  any  over-ig»iue  of  paper  to  create 
delusive  prosperity  for  obtaining  some 
^reat  political  objeci,  but  is  the  natural 
consequence  of  enterprise  and  industry, 
with  a  currency  founded  on  a  solid  basis. 
There  is  no  speculation ,  but  our  prosperity 
arises  from  a  steady  and  increasing  de- 
mand, and  orders  from  houses  of  un- 
doubted credit,  more  numerous  than  even 
ourestenive  manufectories  can  furnish, 
ThelabourersofEnglandarefullyemployed 
at  adequate  wages,  and  a  bountiful  Pro vi- 
deace,  during  three  successive  yean,  has 
provided  them  with  sn  ample  supply  of 
food  at  prices  which  now  enable  them  to 
compete  with  the  artizans  of  otber  couq- 
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factnrea,  has  created  some  complaints  on 
the  part  of  the  landed  interest.  For 
myself,  nearly  all  my  fortune  is  connected 
with  agriculture,  both  as  proprietor  aod 
occupier ;  and  if  one  class  of  my  country- 
men could  doubt  my  anxious  desire  for  its 
prosperity,  no  assertion  on  my  part  could 
convince  the  others  I  was  indiSerent 
to  it;  but  no  personal  motive  shall  ever 
induce  me  to  sacrifice  one  class  of  my 
countrymen  to  another ;  nor  will  I,  for  the 
sake  of  casual  popularity,  hold  forth  en- 
couragement to  the  farmer,  which  I  con- 
sider delusive,  and  can  only  end  in  disap- 
pointment. An  interest  so  important  as 
agriculture,  has  just  claims  to  prefer  its 
complaints,  and  call  upon  the  Legislature 
to  consider  them.  It  may,  if  it  conceive 
itselfneglected  for  wantof  union,  associate; 
it  may  bring  forth  all  its  strength  to 
further  its  views,  and  his  Majesty  recom- 
mends ua  to  listen  to  them  ;  but  I  venture 
to  hope,  that  ere  it  brings  its  case  before 
a  Committee  of  this  House,  this  new 
Agricultural  Union  will  be  more  agreed 
as  to  the  remedies  it  proposes.     ' 


however,  observe  with  regret,  the  import^ 
nee  by  the  members  of  that  Union 
tachetito  objects  to  which  I  am  confi- 


dent this  House  will  not  assent ;  while 
they  pass  oveT  others  which  appear  to  me 
more  efficacious  and  more  attainable.  A 
man  who  at  one  of  their  meetings  adverted 
to  local  taxation,  would  be  treated  with 
contempt;  and  yet  i  speak  confidently, 
when  1  say,  relief  would  be  greater  from 
tlie  amendment  of  the  Poor-laws,  great 
diminution  of  the  county-rate,  and  a 
economical  and  judicious  manage- 
of  the  turnpike-lolls — a  very  con- 
xiderabte  burthen  upon  the  agriculturist, 
itrihutes  first  to  the  repair  of  the 
roads,  and  is  then  heavily  charged  for  the 
use  which  he  makes  of  them — than  from 
the  measures  generally  proposed.  Ifthe^e 
appear  but  a  trivial  relief  to  the  Unionists, 
for  them  to  bringunderthe  considera- 
tion of  Parliament  belter  and  more  effi* 
cacious  measures.  The  Reports  of  the 
Commission  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
Church  of  England  will  soon  be  presented. 
Itis  composed  of  the  Archbishops,  Bishops, 
and  principal  officers,  with  other  noble- 
men  and  gentleoieD  of  dignity,  and  long 
experience  in  high  public  stations.  Hia 
Majesty  recommends  us  to  act  without 
delay   upon   these  Reports.     I  have  no 


tries  who  have  the  benefit  of  cheaper  food,  I  doubt  every  uteotiou  will  be  paid  to  the 
Thiicin:iiQut&Dce,softTOurahle(omai)a-|iDtereits  of  a  body  of  men,  inferiot  to 
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none  in  leaniia^,  piety,  and  leal;  and 
while  we  provide  m  largely  as  the  funds 
vill  ftdmit  for  the  maintenuice  of  those 
who  have  spent  large  sums  in  acquiring 
that  knowledge  essenlial  to  the  due  dis- 
char|;e  of  their  gacred  office,  and  are  ex- 
pected to  preserve  their  station  in  society, 
we  shall  also  require  of  them  a  strict 
attention  to  those  duties,  for  the  discharge 
of  which  those  funds  were  originally 
destined.  With  this  subject  is  conaected 
the  mode  of  payment  of  the  clergy ;  and 
here  I  God  all  parties  agreed  in  the 
necessity  of  adopting  some  mode  of  pre- 
TGntitig  a  cnllision  of  interests,  where  so 
much  harmony  ought  to  prevail.  Several 
attempts  have  been  made  to  render 
general  a  commutation  of  tithe,  and 
bis  Majesty's  Government  have  devoted 
much  of  their  time  and  attention  to  that 
object.  The  result  of  their  labours  will, 
in  due  time,  be  presented  to  the  House 
and  sincerely  do  I  hope  it  may  be  so 
framed  as  to  receive  the  approbation  of 
the  Legislature.  The  grievances  com- 
plained of  by  the  Dissenters  have  been  the 
subject  of  numerous  petitions,  and  raea- 
■ures  for  their  relief  have  been  iatrodnced 
into  thii  House.  His  Majesty  called  our 
attention  to  these  in  the  Speech  at  the 
opening  of  the  Session  last  year,  as  far 
as  regards  marriage.  The  present  recom- 
mendation takes  a  wider  view,  and  pro- 
poses to  yon  to  embrace  other  measures, 
calculated  not  only  to  relieve  Dissenters, 
but  to  provide  a  better  mode  of  rendering 
that  evidence  upon  which  the  succession 
lo  property  often  depends,  less  precarious 
and  more  accessible.  Whatever  difficulties 
may  have  existed  in  prosecuting  those 
reforms  which  have  hitherto  taken  place, 
they  fall  infinitely  short  of  the  obstacles 
opposed  to  any  alterations  affecting  a 
reform  uf  the  laws.  The  expense  and 
delay  attending  suits  in  Chancery,  often 
amounting  to  the  absorption  of  the  whole 
property  contended  for,  frequently  depriv. 
ing  persons  of  the  enjoyment  of  it  during 
their  youth  and  manhood,  and  restoring 
it  at  a  period  when  the  mind  is  no  longer 
able  to  enjoy  it,  harassed  by  vexation,  and 
fast  sinking  to  the  grave.  If  delay  and  ex- 
pense injure  the  suitor,  it  enriches  the  pro- 
fession; and  such  is  the  close  corinex  ion  be- 
tween its  various  branches,  such  the  re- 
collection of  services  performed,  that  the 
highest  and  most  influential  members  of 
that  profession  have  been  suspected  of 
leaning  more  to  those  interest!  than  iheir 
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duty  to  tbe  public  should  have  suggested. 
These  abuses  have  continued,  through 
ceututies,  and  I  can  only  account  for  their 
long  continuance,  by  the  fact,  that  reform 
could  only  have  been  digested  by  those 
vhose  interests  must  have  been  injured. 
There  are,  however,  in  modern  times,  »>len- 
did  exceptions  and  the  substitution  of^pay. 
ment  by  salary  in  lieu  of  fees,  gives  us  a 
facility  to  promote  reforms  wliich  did  not 
previously  exist.  In  this  House  I  antiri- 
pate  no  successful  opposition,  and  if  there 
are  in  this  kingdom  any  more  deeply  in- 
terested in  this  measure  than  others,  they 
are  the  possessors  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  landed  property  of  the  country.  The 
Report  of  the  Commission  on  the  Irish 
Poor,  which  his  Majesty  has  laid  before 
us,  cannot  fail  to  have  arrested  the 
attention  of  Members  from  all  parts 
ofthe  United  Kingdom.  Of  the  stale  of  the 
poor  of  Ireland  we  have  often  heard  com- 
plaints, often  have  we  been  called  upon  to 
relieve  temporary  distress  ;  but  of  their 
actual  condition  we  wanted  some  correct 
information  as  there  were  contradictory 
reports.  The  mode  adopted  in  prosecuting 
the  present  inquiry  is  free  from  all  suspi- 
cion :  all  classes  were  invited  lo  attend ; 
and  the  Report  adds  to  the  facts  disclosed 
the  witnesses  and  the  names  of  those  in 
whose  presence  the  evidence  waa  given. 
Had  this  report  been  given  three  year* 
ago,  how  distressing  would  have  been  the 
reflection,  that  appalling  as  the  circuio* 
stances  were,  the  introduction  of  the 
English  Poor-taw  would  have  aggravated, 
the  distress,  and  the  remedy  been  worse 
than  the  evil  itself.  But  that  great  mea- 
sure, the  reform  of  the  English  Poor-laws, 
so  unjustly  stigmatised  as  oppressive,  not 
only  relieved  the  over-burdened  rate- 
payers, but  has  afforded  comfort  to  the 
aged  and  impotent,  for  whose  benefit  it 
was  intended,  and  released  the  able-bodied 
from  a  state  of  thraldom  and  dependence, 
and  placed  them  in  the  situation  of  free 
labourers,  capable  of  diiposing,  to  whom- 
soever they  choose,  their  only  commodity 
— the  labour  of  their  hands.  1  contended 
that  there  was  no  surplus  labour  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  the  moment  you  released  the 
able-bodied  labourer  from  being  compelled 
in  some  measure  to  reside  in  his  own  parish 
when  no  work  could  be  found,  this  fact 
was  established.  The  case  of  Ireland  is, 
however,  strikingly  different;  and  the  dis- 
tinctions in  the  state  of  the  labouring  poor 
in  the  two  countries  must  never  be  lost 
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sake,  and  retain  raany  of  them  solely  for  the 
piirpoK  of  presemng  the  balance  of  power 
in  Europe,  and  preventing  those  frequent 
contests  vhich  for  centuries  has  devastated 
parts  of  Asia.  Peace  is  our  ^at  object ; 
and  I  firmly  believe,  there  are  no  better 
means  for  maintaining  peace  in  Europe, 
than  that  we  should  retain  that  maritime 
superiority  for  which  so  much  blood  and 
treasure  has  been  expended.  His  Majesty 
also  expresses  a  wish  for  the  speedy  termi- 
nation of  the  civil  war  in  Spain,  and  a 
hope,  "That  the  authority  of  the  Queen 
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idulgeuce    of   hon.    Members,  and   to 


assure    them    that   no    one   ever  made 

the     request    with    more     sincerity,     or 

with  greater   conviction  of   the  degree 

io  which  he  required  it,  than  the  humble 

individual  before  you.     And,  Sir,  although 

I  feel  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  ancient 

and  prescriptive  kindness  of  this  House, 

everextendedtothosewhounostentatioualj 

ask  it  at  their  hands,  when  I  look  round 

on  the  many  Gentlemen  associated  with 

me  on  these  benches,  and  consider  how 

inferior  I  am  in   Pailiamentary  standing, 

II  more  how  inferior  in  abilities,  I 

ly  should  not    have  presumed  to 

ome  forward  on  an  occasion  like 

Ksent,  did  1  not  feel  that  I  shall 

.he  sentiments  in  reference  to  this 

racious  Speech  which  pervade  the 

ent    and    industrious    community 

las  twice  sent  me  here  without  ex- 

md  has  supported  me  here  with  a 

IS  confidence,  of  which  I  never  can 

nsible— and  not  only  the  sentimenla 

single  borough,  but  of  many  others 

.1  character  throughout  the  realm, 

abitants  of  which,  in  peaceful  and 

003  commerce,  and  under  the  shade 

)ded  social  and  municipal  institu- 

'eel  grateful   to  the  persons,  and 

ibly  attached  to  the  principles,  of 

Irey's  and  Lord  Melbonrne's  Ad- 

ilions.     Sir,  beneath  the  former  of 

overnments  the  Reform  Bill  became 

and    many    great  and  successful 

!s  were  accomplished.      The  seeds 

r  measures  were  also  sown  ;  and 

Majesty's  most  gracious  Speech, 

hich  this  House  is  now  debating, 

ntry  will  see  with  pleasure  that  the 

Bill  is  not  a  aealed  volume,  un- 

ive  of  good  measures,  and  sterile  in 

^menl;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they 

that  it  is  a  living  letter,  and  that 

le  the  pride  and  glory  of  the  reign 

'hich  we  live,  to  have  settled,  not 

but  to  have  satisfactorily  settled, 

^  and   sound,   and  constitutional 

ions,  a  greater    number   of  good 

isthan  It  was  ever  before  thehappy 

of  a  Sovereign  to  confer  upon  a 

But,  Sir,  if  the  other  measures 

:h  I    have  alluded   have  not  only 

Be  in  themselves,  but  prosperous 

result,  for  instance,  that  relating 

^dst  India  Monopoly, the  Poor-lav 

meot  Bill,  and  most  of  all,  that 

measure    which    has    annihilated 

in  our  colonies,  and  out  of  m 
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manner  mora  gratifying  to  biHicir,  and 
more  beneficial  to  civilization  tban  by  wch 
an  interpoiition.  The  House  alio  will  lyn^ 
pathiK  with  his  Majesty  tbat  the  civil  dis- 
turbances nnfortunately  existing  in  the 
Basque  provinces  of  9pain  have  not  yet 
been  broucht  to  a  conclusion ;  but  it  will 
hope  that  Dy  acting  up  to  the  Quadripart- 
ite Treaty  the  tenniaation  of  this  (truffle, 
and  the  eatablisfaroent  of  the  throne  of  the 
Queen  of  Spain  on  a  constitutional  feao- 
dation,  is  not  far  distant.  Then,  Sir,  I 
must  be  permitted,  but  without  ^ving  it 
a  party  character,  toespiess  my  hope  and 
rail  assnrance  that  the  gallant  bond  of 
Englishmen,  now  led  on  by  a  Member  of 
this  House,  will  reap  new  laarels  on  that 
soil  where  the  British  arms,  under  the 
command  of  the  Dnke  of  Wellington,  have 
gained  such  deathieie  renown ;  and  if  it 
fails  to  reach  tbe  pinnacle  of  glory,  to 
which  tbe  gallant  Officer  opposite  (Sir 
Henry  Hardioge)  hat  attained,  still  tbat 
Vittoria  will  again  ring  with  the  fame  of 
deeds  which,  though  on  a  smaller  scale, 
and  OB  an  issue  infinitely  less  momentous, 
will  add  to  the  repntation  of  out  brava 
countrymen.  His  Majesty,  too,  has  been 
pleased  to  assure  tbe  House  that  the  Es- 
timates will  be  framed  with  a  view  to  the 
closest  economy,  and  in  so  doing  he  may 
no  doubt  assure  himself  of  tbe  grateful 
support  of  the  reixesentatirea  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  whom  of  all  services  to  be  per- 
formed by  them  to  their  constitnents  there 
can  be  nothing  more  satisfactory  than  an 
alleviation  of  tbe  public  burdens,  and  % 
removal  of  such  imposts  as  the  state  of  tha 
finances  will  permiL  Upon  one  branch, 
however,  of  the  Estimates,  hit  Majesty 
has  informed  us  that  be  shall  have  to  call 
upon  this  House  for  some  increase  in  his 
establiahment ;  and  when  we  consider 
tbat  the  naval  branch  is  that  which  h« 
proposes  to  ttrengthen,  undoubtedly,  from 
the  peculiar  attachment  of  the  people 
of  England  to  that  branch  of  the  estab- 
lishment, it  is  one  which  wHl  nteet  with 
tha>  mott  ready  acqnietcence.  No  doobi 
at  the  proper  time  explanationa  will  b« 
given  as  (o  what  hat  called  for  this  addi- 
tion, hot,  in  the  meantime,  reposing  at  I 
do,  full  confidence  in  the  advisers  of  tba 
Crown,  I  anticipate  the  concurrence  of 
(his  House  in  the  requirement  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, under  the  pennauon  that  snch  an 
increase  it  called  for  by  a  corresponding 
increaac  on  the  part  of  other  maritina 
powfln,  as  well  at  with  •  view  to  protect 


society  so  ouaplicatad  nitiy  paaaiont, 
intercett,  and  prejudicei,  ordar  is  begin- 
ning to  appear,  and  tuecess  equal  to 
■zpactatioa  is  crowning  tbe  humanity  of 
ParliameDt — have  ne  not  equal  reason  to 
form  expectatioos  equally  favourable  in 
respect  to  other  great  measures  announced 
in  his  Majesty's  Speech,  and  ought  not 
this  House  to  entertain  them  a>  founded 
on  wiae  and  well  deliberated  principles. 
%r,  the  House  will  hear  with  pleasure 
that  bis  Majesty  still  continues  to  re- 
ceive from  hi«  allies  assurances  of  their 
anxiety  to  maintain  pacific  relations 
with  this  country  ;  and  when  we  consider 
tbe  difficulties  with  which,  at  several 
periods,  the  preservation  of  peace  has 
been  attended  —  so  grave,  indeed,  and 
considerable,  aa  to  have  induced  a  distin- 
guished individual,  formerly  a  Member  of 
this  House,  but  now  a  Manber  of  the 
Hoone  of  Peers  (I  mean  Lord  Ashburton), 
to  have  given  it  at  his  opinion  that  peace 
could  not  be  preserved  for  six  months  from 
November  1830 — I  think  the  House  will 
give  great  credit  to  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters, and  to  the  noble  Lord  who  presides 
over  that  department,  for  having  so 
managed  the  diplomacy  of  the  coun- 
try, a>,  without  any  Ion  of  national 
honour,  to  have  preserved  the  inestimable 
blessings  of  peace.  I  think,  alto,  there 
will  be  bat  one  opioioD  in  respect  to  the 
mediatorial  character  ofiered  by  bit  Ma- 
jesty, with  a  view  to  arrange  the  unfortu- 
nate diSerence  which  Uireatened  a  rupture 
between  two  nations  so  enlightened  and  so 
dear  to  tis  at  tbe  United  Statet  and  Prance. 
Certaioly,  Sir,  it  would  have  been  a  pain- 
ful tight  to  every  Englishman  to  have  seen 
arrayed  against  each  other  natbus  so  con- 
nected with  us— the  one  by  the  bonds  of 
common  origin,  and  the  other  by  the 
cloaest  alliances.  Tbe  one,  our  rival  in 
civilization,  but  no  longer  our  enemy  in 
the  field.  A  nation  full  of  chivalry  and 
courage,  adorned  beyond  her  contem- 
poraries in  devotion  to  the  arts;  no 
longer  meeting  us  in  any  other  contoats 
than  those  of  commerce  and  of  peace. 
The  other  our  kinsmen,  bred  from  Eng- 
lish parents,  and  inheriting  the  usages  of 
Englishmen  —  strong  in  her  youthful 
institutions — and  spreading  to  the  widest 
boundaries  of  the  toil,  the  language  and 
the  name,  and  the  renown  of  England.  1 
MO  sure  on  behalf  of  two  such  nations  his 
Maieety  couU  not  hare  used  his  h^b 
autnorliy,  m  Hoautcb  of  these  realms,  in 
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ourincreaiing  commerce,  which  the  House 
will  recollect  ii  extendiug  itself  to  every 
coraer  of  the  world — and,  if  need  be,  to 
enforce  De^tiationa  for  a  safe  and  durable 
■eUlement  of  such  points  of  difference,  if 
such  there  be,  as  may  require  adjugtraent. 
When  the  Report  of  the  CommissionerB  of 
Ecciesiaitical  affairs  is  on  the  Table  of  the 
House,  bis  Majesty  will  most  probably 
propose  measures  for  such  reforms  in  the 
■tate  of  our  estabhshment  as  the  abuses 
therein  existing  require.  But  of  these,  as 
no  scheme  is  before  us,  and  as  some  time 
may  elapse  before  such  a  measure  is  forth- 
coming, I  wilt  only  say,  that  I  hope  when 
it  is  produced,  that  it  will  be  discussed  by 
the  House  in  a  temper  filling  the  subject- 
matter,  and  that  the  abuses  of  our  estab- 
lishment will  be  efFeclually  extirpated. 
And  this  House  will  have  heard  with  plea- 
sure that  his  Majesty  has  the  cordial  desire 
to  relieve  all  classes  of  his  subjects  From  all 
and  every  disability  arising  from  the  right 
of  conscience,  being  fully  persuaded  that 
such  restrictions  are  an  usurpation  of 
functions  with  which  Government  has  no 
concern.  The  adjustment.  Sir,  of  these 
difficult  questions  I  trust  is  now  at  hand; 
and  undoubtedly  that  adjustment  will  come 
with  some  grace,  and  be  received  with 
some  thankfulness  on  the  part  of  the  Dis- 
senters, from  that  party  in  tbe  State, 
whjcb,  acting  always  on  the  wide  and 
comprehensive  principle  of  the  right  of 
conscience,  and  following  out  the  maxims 
of  the  greatest  of  their  leaders,  the  late 
illuatiions  Mr.  Fox,  has  already  obtained 
for  the  Dissenters  of  Great  Britain  the  re- 
peal of  the  Test  and  Corporation  Acts, 
and  for  our  Irish  fellow-countrymen,  Ca- 
tliollc  Emancipation.  There  will  also.  Sir, 
be  shortly,  as  the  House  will  have  learned 
by  the  Speech  from  the  Throoe,  a  new 
Bill  to  amend  Municipal  Corporations  in 
Ireland.  On  the  loss  of  the  BUI  intro- 
duced last  Session  I  will  make  no  re- 
marks; because  I  am  unwilling  lo  revive 
differences  which  I  trnst  reason  and  inter- 
mediate reflection  may  have  removed. 
But  I  wilt  obserre,  only,  that  as  Scolland 
three  years  ago  obtained  the  blessings  of 
■elf- government,  and  has  used  those  bless- 
ings in  a  manner  worthy  of  that  great  and 
intelligent  people,  and  as  England  attain- 
ed the  same  last  year,  having  used  It  also 
in  a  manner  not  less  worthy  than  the 
Scotch  of  the  confidence  of  the  leglnla- 
lure,  I  should  he  surrv^to  suppose  ih^t 
either  here  or  in  iiiiolfier  assembly,  any 
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wish  will  exist  to  deny  or  circumscribe 
an  equal  extension  of  the  invaluable  pri- 
vlleges  of  self-government  .to  Ireland, 
believing,  as  I  do,  that  to  have  a  real 
union,  we  must  have  ac  equal  prin- 
ciple of  Government;  and  that  we  have 
no  right  to  expect  the  acquiescence  of 
Ireland  in  deprivations  of  privileges  which 
have  been  extended  to  the  other  kingdoms 
of  the  union.  So  also  on  the  Tithe  Ques- 
tion, on  which  I  shall  exercise  equal  mo- 
deration, hoping  and  trusting  that  the 
game  reason  and  the  same  intermediate 
reflection  will  have  produced  similar  re- 
sults. I  will,  however,  say  this,  and 
nothing  further,  that  the  more  I  have  con- 
sidered that  subject,  remembering  that 
Parliament  has  to  deal  with  a  country 
where  the  minority  is  in  possession  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  Temporalities,  and  the  ma- 
jority absolutely  excluded  therefrom — 
whether  we  view  the  subject  statistically, 
as  between  numbers,  or  morally,  as  be- 
tween conflicting  passions  and  interests, 
or  politically,  as  involving  questions  of 
ascendancy,  I  can  come  only  to  one  con- 
clusion, viz.,  that  if  either  party.  Catholic 
or  Protestant,  have  reason  to  complain  of 
the  Bill  of  last  year,  most  assuredly  it  is 
not  the  Protestant  who  has  the  soundest 
cause  of  disapproval.  I  entertain.  Sir, 
however,Bincerehopesthat  by  the  measures 
contemplated  by  his  Majesty,  and,  fur- 
ther, by  the  introduction  of  a  prudent  and 
well-constructed  Poor-law  into  Ireland, 
that  we  shall  soon  see  the  noble  resources 
of  that  island  attain  a  development  of 
which  1  think  I  already  see  the  symptoms ; 
and  if  it  pleases  his  Majesty  to  continue 
the  administration  of  afTairs  in  the  hands 
of  my  Lord  Mulgrave,  who,  to  his  West- 
India  fame,  is  adding  that  of  being  a  be- 
nefactor nearer  home,  associated  with  my 
noble  Friend,  of  whom  I  cannot  in  his 
presence  say  what  I  think,  there  is  sub- 
stantial ground  to  hope  that  religious  dif- 
ferences may  be  assuaged,  that  the  social 
habits  of  the  people  will  improve,  and  that 
Ireland,  under  equal  laws,  and  an  impar- 
tial Administration,  will  becomell.e  stout- 
est bulwark  and  the  fairest  flower  in  the 
vast  empireof  Great  Britain.  I  mugtnow. 
Sir,  advert  to  the  state  of  the  law  lo  which 
fais  Majesty's  Speech  calls  our  attention  ; 
and,  undoubtedly,  there  has  been  for  so 
great  a  length  of  time  so  continuous  a 
series  of  complaints  at  the  evils  and  delays 
of  Ihe  Court  of  Chnncerv,  thai  it  is  high 
time  that  so^uething  should  be  attempted 
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OB  a  more  comprehensive  acale  ih 
which  hitherto  has  been  done.  IL 
no  view  to  blame  any  of  the  distinguished 
pecsooB  who  have  presided  in  that  Court 
that  I  make  these  remarks.  It  is  the  sys- 
tem, not  the  men,  who  are  in  fault. 
Angels  could  not  do  what  human  beinss 
are  expected  lo  perform  ;  and  the  fault 
biiheno  has  been,  ihitt  attempts  at  reform 
have  only  touched  at  isolated  portions  of 
the  subject,  instead  of  looking  at  the 
•vslem  as  a  whole.  There  was  the  Vice- 
Chancellor's  Reform  in  1BI3:  the  orders 


of  Lord    Lviidhi 
Review  in  Barkruplcy, 
Committee,  wliich  in 
relief  to  the  Lord  Chan 
wiih  it.     But  these  w 
form*.     These  are  the  ihi 


the  Court 

and  the  Judicial 
me  degree,  as  a 
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nly  local  re- 
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Chancery  suit :  matters  before  the  hear- 
infi;,  at  the  hearing,  and  after  the  hear. 
ing.  The  clog  was  removed  in  the  first 
process  b;  the  orders  of  Lord  Lyndhurst; 
but  it  exists  still  nt  the  hearing,  and  with 
increased  proportions;  for  at  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Vice-ChanceUor  the  arrears 
were  250  ;  at  the  resignation  of  the  Lord: 
Commissioners,  8£0.  I  am  quite  willin|_ 
to  admit  that  a  temporary  arrangement  has 
produced  Inconvenience.  The  appoint- 
ment, therefore,  of  a  Vice-Chancellor  ' 
not  removed  the  clog  at  the  hearing,  i 
ther  has  it  in  the  appeal.  The  truth 
that  the  judicial  strength  must  he 
credsed,  and  there  must  be  an  effective 
Court  of  Appeal.  How  this  can  be  done 
I  do  not  presume  to  say.  It  will,  how- 
ever, be  wi;]|  and  wisely  considered; 
il  will  have  the  heneht  nf  the  deliberations 
of  the  present  Lord  Chancellor  and  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  who  are  men  emi- 
neiiily  practical,  and  who  are  also  men 
who  have  had  far  too  much  experience  in 
Courts  of  Justice  to  lend  themselves  lo  any 
schemes  which  are  attractive  merely  and 
illusive,  and  which  in  operation  will  be 
attended  with  antagonist  disadvantages. 
I  (tusi,  also,  that  inanother  placehis  Ma- 
jpsiy'i  Ministers  will  have  the  independent 
aid  of  sn  illustrious  man,  who,  deeply 
versed  in  Jurisprudence, andhaving  brought 
in  a  manner  more  vivid  than  aoy  one  be- 
fore the  public  eye  the  several  defects  of 
OUT  national  jurisprudence — I  mean  Lord 
Brougham — has  pursued  the  course  with 
increased  power,  which  thecomprehensive 
and  sagacious  Romilly  has  often  developed 
in  this  House,  and  who  has  had  the  place 
in  public  which  Benthan  in  the  clotet  has 
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held  amongtt  jurist!  and  great  publidaU. 
Sir,  I  regret  that  the  state  of  AgricuttUN 
continues  depressed  to  a  degree  painful  to 
those  connected  with  it.  Not  being  my- 
self a  representative  of  that  interest,  I 
leave  to  others  the  discussion  of  that  im- 
portant subject ;  but  I  trust  that,  if  iitit 
"ouse  can  with  justice  to  other  interests, 
)  anything  in  the  behalf  of  so  large  a 
ass  of  our  fellow-countrymen,  that  it 
ill  do  so.  In  the  settlement  of  the  Tithe 
question,  1  think  much  may  be  done  also 
by  new  assessments,  taking  at  their  in- 
creased value  the  town  and  borough  popii- 
This  has  been  done  in  Yorkshire, 
one  complains.  Un  the  contrary, 
rned  Friend,  Mr.  Elsly,  the  Re- 
corder of  York,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace 
for  the  West  Riding,  has  informed  roe 
that  in  his  late  journey  over  the  Weit 
Riding  of  Yorkshire,  be  met  with  nothing 
but  the  utmost  readiness  on  the  part  of 
the  trading  interest  to  bear  their  due  pro- 
portion. Thus  Leeds  was  doubled,  so 
was  Sheffield,  so,  also,  were  Bradford  and 
many  other  towns.  But  it  is  from  the 
new  Poor  Bill  that  the  agriculturists  will 
derive  their  fullest  remedy;  and  that  too 
with  corresponding,  and  indeed  more  than 
equal  advantages  to  the  labouring  claasea, 
who,  from  unhappy  serfs,  adicr^ti  gUba, 
have  assumed  the  real  position  of  manly 
and  independent  labourers,  It  vill  be 
seen,  from  the  following  instances  which 
I  have  collected  from  the  Reports,  that 
these  views  are  not  visiouary  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, that  they  exceed,  as  far  as  they  go, 
the  earnest  expectations  of  the  framers  of 
the  measure ;  and  that  too  without  any 
pressure  on  the  poorer  classes ;  but,  on 
thecontrary,  wilhunir'ormand  progressive 
improvement  of  their  condition.  [Mr. 
Parker  here  alluded  to,  but  did  not  read 
over  ieriatim  the  Returns  which  follavr.] 

Poor— Pauperised  parishes  — Qattle  parish 
— Average  annual  expenditure  for  the  three 
last  years,  13,000f.;  joint  parochial  and  uuion 
expenditure  far  last  quarter,  870/.:  being  at 
the  rate  of  about  3,500'.  per  annum.  There- 
fore, saving  at  the  rale  oF  9,500l.  per  annum,  or 
about  75  per  cent. — greatest  saving  of  all. 

Uckfield  Union.— (From  Mr.  Hawley's  Re- 
port.)— Old  average  expenditure  of  all  the  pa- 
rishes united  16,6001.  per  annum ;  new  half- 
yearly  expenditure,  first  ha!f-year,a,BOOiT  being 
at  the  rate  of  SfiOOl.  per  anuum ;  sivin);  at  the 
rate  of  10,800f.  per  annum,  or  about  65  per 

Midhorst  Union,  in  Sussex.— Reduction  from 
ir,500f.lo  5,400J.,  saving  13,1001.  neat  TO  per 
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Wait  Ilaropnall  Uaion,  Suisex.— From 
16,4371.  to8,280;.,saTing8,lSr.,  50  per  cenU 

*  In  short,  there  is  reason  to  anticipate  that 
the  saTing,  in  Suffolk  alone,  from  one  clear 
year's  full  operation  of  the  new  systt 
npa;  (Aree/aU  the  eipente  of  the  machineiyof 
the  new  Commisaion,  vith  all  the  Asiislant 
CommlMionera." 

Migration. — From  J.OOO  to  2,000  persons 
have  already  migrated  from  the  soulhern 
ties  to  the  north,  where  they  have  been 
plied  niih  places  at  doohte  the  rate  of  waives 
they  liad  obtained  in  their  own  counties.  The 
control  of  Ihe  Commiiiioners  now  extends 
over  near  5,000  parishes,  and  the  barriers  to 
the  free  circulaiioo  of  labour  have  in  them 
been  broken  down — neither  do  people  go  to 
workhouses.  From  the  23d  of  September  last, 
there  nas  in  the  335  poorhouses,  workhouseii, 
and  tenements,  belonging  to  the  204  onions 
already  formed,  accommodation  for  26,443  ; 
whereas  the  actual  number  of  inmates  in  them 
at  that  time,  was  only  11,137,  In  the  parishes 
comprised  in  the  Bishop's  Storlfurd,  tlie  Dun- 
mow,  Saffron  Walden,  and  Ware  Unions, 
there  were,  during  last  year,  not  less  than  one 
thousatid  able-bodied  labourers  on  the  rates. 
A  few  weeks  ago,  there  were  only  fifty. 

At  Buntingjord,  not  a  single  able-bodied 
man  on  the  rates  for  the  last  seven  weeks. 

Whigs  and  Tories  have  acted  in  perfect 
barmonyi  The  clergy  have  everywhere  lent  a 
most  valuable  ass Lstance  ■□  dissipating  prejit- 


C I ergymen,  farmers,  and  every  person  giro 
testiroonals  of  beneficial  operation  on  morals. 

Little  resistance,  eicept  from  petty  inler- 
Mted  ^opkeepers.  Contentment  succeeds  dis- 
order. 


I  tarn  with  far  difierent  feeliogi  to  the 
state  or  trade,  and  certainly  neve^we^e 
there  such  cheering  proBpectaanaouaced 
b;  any  Sovereign  to  any  people.  The 
King  or  the  French  and  the  American  Pre- 
■ideot  have  both  congratulated  their  several 
Auembliea  on  the  same  cause,  and  the 
King  of  England  has  ample  reason  for  the 
•aioe.  The  buainess,  loo,  is  sound,  and 
not  on  speculation.  Coniignments  fol- 
low, and  do  not  precede  orders.  Pay- 
ment! are  made  in  cash  beyond  all  former 
precedent;  and  activity,  different  from 
the  inflated  state  of  1825,  is  regulated  by 
prudence.  Improveraenta,  too,  of  a.  most 
rapid  kind,  are  making  eveiynhere,  not 
only  in  England,  hut  in  all  parts  of  our 
dominions.  In  Lancashire,  it  is  calculated 
by  Dr.  Raye,  that  power  to  the  amount  of 
7,000  hoTsea  will  be  wanted  in  two  years, 
and  70,000  or  80,000  people  to  supply 
that  power.  What  a  prospect  does  not 
this  open  to  the  southern  labourer  7  Then, 
Sir,  tWe  ue  tail-ioadi,  opening]  pro- 
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spect*  which  I  do  not  attempt  to  go  into— 

300  miles  have  already  been  sanctioned 
by  Parliament ;  500  or  600  more  will  be 
asked  for  this  session.  The  iron  trade,  of 
course,  will.participate  laig^ely  in  these  pro- 
spects. An  iron  steam-boat  is  now  working 
on  the  Indus — an  iron  rail-road  ts  pro- 
jected from  Calcutta,  to  cut  off  the  danger- 
ous navigation  of  the  Hoogly.  I  shall 
take  the  liberty  of  reading  a  few  figures 
in  illustration  of  this  improvement,  up  to 
the  latest  time  I  have  been  able  to  obtain 
them;  but,  first,  I  must  say,  that  the 
labouring  classes  have  participated  fullyin 
these  advantages,  and  that  their  wages  and 
employment  are  much  belter.  The  con- 
sumption, too,  of  sugar,  in  spite  of  its  rise 
in  price,  has  increased  ;  whilst  that  of  Bri- 
tish spirits  has  fallen.  The  condition,  too, 
of  the  savings' banks  is  most  satisfactory. 
Upon  consideration.  Sir,  and  out  of  re- 
spect tolhe  time  of  the  House,  I  shall  not 
withdraw  the  attention  of  hoo,  Members 
from  the  speeches  and  opinions  of  the 
leaders  of  political  parties  in  the  House, 
by  reading  over  in  detail  the  statistical 
tables  which  I  have  prepared  as  illustrative 
of  the  prosperity  of  trade,  I  shall  only 
say  to  the  House  that  I  have  those  tables 
in  my  hand  ;  for  to  prove  the  prosperity 
of  commerce  isaa  unnecessary  as  to  prove 
a  proposition  which  no  one  doubts. 
When  an  ancient  rhetorician  was  uttering 
an  oration  in  praise  of  Hercules,  a  hearer 
asked — Quia  accusavit  Herculem  ? 

Fjccess  of  deposits  in  Savings'  Banks  or 
20lh  November,  1833,  as  compared  with  20lh 
November,  1834,  ],150,000f.,  including  Ire- 


S         1B30  .  ^13,507,565  includrnglreUad. 
a         IB31  .      13.7l9,i93  do. 

S,        J8.^3  .      13.597,834  do, 

-o         1833  ,      14,33r,S2l  do, 

3         1B34  ,      15,369,814  do. 

^         1935  .      16,500,000  do. 

Cotton. — Consumption  of  Cotton  Wool, 
In  1833.  29S.68S,9761b3. ;  1834,  30!, 935, 657 lbs. ; 
i83:i,  330,001) ,OOUlbs. ;  being  bd  increased  con- 
sump  lion  of  more  than  36,00O,OOOIbi.  within  the 
last  two  jBtta,  or  13^  par  cent,  on  the  whole 
quaatitj. 

To  show  the  vast  increase  of  the  cotton 
manufacture,  within  the  last  ten  years,  I  have 
obtained  from  returns  to  this  House  the  follow- 
ing averages  of  the  exports  taken  for  periods 
of  five  years  each. 

Annual  average  eiportation  of  Cotton  Manabe- 
turad  Gooda  (siclusive  of  Hosiery  and  null 

Yards.  Yarn. 

5  yan  btm  ISfl  to  193S  .  31D.BSJ,7S1  .  .  tS,3IS.5STns- 

s    .    .  .    iBWioisso  .  ssa,s97.ot4. .  as.TM.iss 

4     .    .    ,     ItSlUlSH.HS,m,lTt.<71,6^*0f 
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The  Rctnnia  for  1635  ate  not  yet  made  out, 
but  the  Houie  will  see  liltle  reason  to  doubi, 
fro-n  the  siatement  I  hare  before  made  of  the 
incrensed  consumption  of  cotton  wool  during 
that  year,  ihal  the  increased  eiporis  have  beeo 
in  a  similar  proporiioD. 

Woollen  Manufaclareg. — Declared  value  of 
Bxporo  in  1834,  5,975,415/  ;  and  in  1835, 
7,0511,000/.,  being  an  increase  in  the  value  of 
woollen  goods  exported,  of  upwards  of  a  mil- 
lion pounds  slerlinR,  or  18  per  cent. 

Sil1[.~Qnatiiitr  of  silk  consumed:  In 
1833,  3,663,679lbs. ;  1834,  4,5a2,3Salbs.j 
1835,  S,500,0001bj.,  being  ao  increase  of  near 
two  million  pounds  wiihin  the  two  last  years. 

Linen. — Of  linen  I  have  been  unable  to 
procure  a  return  for  the  year  1835  ;  but  I  have 
averages  (as  in  the  case  of  the  cotton  trade) 
of  llie  quantity  of  linen  manufactured  goods 
eKported  during  periods  of  five  years  each. 
Annual  iiveraeefrom  183010  1834,50,298,210 
yards  J  from  1625  to  1829,53,037,255  yards; 
from  1830  to  1834,  62,350,345  yards. 

Iron.— Cast  and  mroughi  iron  and  steel  en- 
ported-- Declared  value  in  1834,  1,406,8721.; 
in  1835,  1,680,000/.,  being  an  incre^ise  of 
19i  per  cent,  in  one  year. 

Annual  average — (Five  years')  1820  to  1824 
90,-^83  tons;  1825  10  1829,  87,237 tons  ;  1830 
to   1834,    142,071    tons; — increase   62t    per 

prices  of  bar  iron  at  (he  works  in  Wales — 
'I.  per  lot 

71.  lOs.  per  ton;    Uciober 

December   7,  9/,  per  ton.     1836,  January  7, 

10/.  per  ion  ;  January  18,  llJ,  per  ton. 
Hardwares  eiported.  Annual  avenge — 5  years. 
1820  1824  ..  9,772  tons..  £1,248,082 
1825  1829  ..  11,635—  ..  1,345,645 
1830  1836  ..  15,649—  ..  1,483,518 
Bein)j  an  increase   in  the  last  ten  years  of 

60  per  cent,  on   quanlily— 19  per   cent,   on 

Principal  articles  of  British  manufacture 
exported,-  not  including  aonie  minor  articles, 
on  wKich  the  retunu  have  not  yet  been  re* 
ceived  :— 

1833  Declared  value  £34.489,385 

1834      36  541,926 

1835  ,.        ..  41,000,000lctipwardi. 
Percentage  increase  in  1834,  6  percent. 
Ditto            dilto  1835,  13  per  cent. 

Now,  Sir,  I  attribute  this  prasperity  to 
the  principle!  of  Free  Trade  which  in  their 
inrnncy  have  done  so  niucb,  and  which  I 
trust  are  to  be  persevered  in,  and  to  the 
Becurity  all  traders  feel  in  tbe  just  policy 
of  the  Governtnent,  and  the  certainty  that 
wlien  they  sow  they  will  reap  a  harvest. 
The  American  tans'  is  dying  a  natural 
d«atli,  and  will  cease  to  exist  in  a  few 
years-  Wiih  France  I  hope  for  a  more 
extended  intercourse,  worthy  of  the 
niu'iuitiide  and  wealth  of  the  two  kin^- 
doini.      The    German     League    is    in 


array  against  us ;  and,  if  I  tell  the  tntb, 
however  disagreeable,  it  arises  from  our 
Corn-laws  and  our  Timber  Duties. 
The  noble  Lord  (Palmenton)  cannot 
prevent  it.  It  will  conquer  all  bis  di- 
plomacy, unless  this  House  arms  bim 
with  the  power  of  relaxing  the  taaes 
on  their  raw  materials.  The  noble  Lord 
can  only  preserve  for  us  tbe  arteries  and 
channels  of  commerce,  the  Dardanelles, 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Euxine,  tbe 
Danube,  and  the  Rhine,  but  the  Legisla- 
ture alone  can  abate  that  German  League. 
There  is  one  curious  thing  relative  to  tbe 
state  of  trade,  vi«.,  thatformerly  machinery 
could  not  keep  pace  with  the  raw  ma- 
terial, whereas  now  the  raw  material  can 
not  keep  pace  with  our  machinery.  This 
is  the  case  in  woollens,  in  silk,  and  eveo 
in  cotton.  Sismondi  was  afraid  of  machi- 
nery, but  events  have  proved  without 
cause.  In  this  allusion,  however,  I 
desire  it  to  be  understood  that  I  only 
am  responsible.  My  right  hon.  Fnend, 
the  Member  for  Manchester,  may  do  much 
if  be  could  reduce  duties.  It  would  further 
advance  the  activity  of  trade ;  indeed, 
1  believe  it  would  produceastate  of  things 
of  which  tbe  world  has  never  seen  the  like. 
These  opinions  may  seem  chimerical,  but 
it  is  my  firm  conviction  they  are  sound. 
As  for  the  German  League,  upon  the 
whole.  Sir,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  proir 
perous  Slate  of  national  affairs  owes  its 
origin  to  the  two  causes  1  have  mentioned, 
for  both  of  which  we  have  to  thank  a 
liberal  Administration,  The  principles  of 
free  trade  have  given  a  stimulus  to  tbe 
active  industry  of  the  country,  and  the 
wise  reforms  of  the  Government  have 
given  meu  of  substance  and  intelligence 
confidence  in  the  integrity  and  sound  dis- 
cretion by  which  the  country  is  governed.  I 
believe,  too,  that  if  we  can  tranquilltw 
Ireland,  by  doing  justice  to  its  inbabitanta, 
we  shall  eifect  a  greet  moral  and  social 
change  in  its  character.  Capitalists  will 
send  over  their  money,  and  public  and 
private  works  will  employ  the  labouring 
poor.  In  short,  whatever  may  be  the  bene- 
fits derivable  from  libeml  measures  in  this 
country,  they  are  of  less  consequence  hers 
than  they  are  in  Ireland.  In  order, 
therefore,  to  preserve  a  liberal  Govern- 
ment both  here  and  there,  and  mora 
especiHily  to  give  Lord  Mulgrare  the  op- 
portunity of  developin::  the  energies  of 
Uiat  country,  I  hope  the  House  will 
vote  tbe  Address  which  I  bava  seconded. 
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Sir  fiofier/  P«/:— The  Speech  which 
has  been  delivered  rram  the  Throne  this 
day  naturally  au^esls,  as  preceding 
tpeecheshave  done,  many  considerations, 
which  press  for  the  decision  or  upon  the 
attention  orPBrliament,  connected  with  the 
foreign  and  domestic  policy  of  this  coun- 
try. I  will  reverse  ibe  order  in  which  those 
great  topics  for  our  consideration  were 
referred  to  in  the  speech  of  my  hon.  Friend, 
the  Member  for  Staffordshire,  who  moved 
the  Address,  and  will  briefly  direct  atten- 
tion, in  the  Grst  instance,  to  those  parts  of 
the  Royal  Speech  which  refer  more  im- 
mediately to  the  foreign  policy  of  this 
country.  I  rejoice  to  hear  that  his  Majesty 
enterlaJDsa  confident  hope  of  a  continued 
maintenance  of  peace.  I  rejoice,  also,  to 
hear  that  his  Majesty  is  enabled  to  con- 
gratulate himself  on  the  continued  main- 
tenance of  a  good  understanding  with  his 
powerful  neighhour  the  king  of  the  French. 
I  consider  the  maintenance  of  that  good 
understanding  to  be  essential  to  the  best 
interests  of  both  countries,  and  certainly 
a  great  security  for  the  continued  tran- 
quillity of  Europe.  I  hope,  indeed,  that 
all  the  countries  of  Europe  are  so  deeply 
impressed  with  the  importance,  nay,  the 
moral  obligation  of  maintaining  peace, 
unless  war  be  necessary  for  the  vindii'ation 
of  national  honour,  or  the  protcctii^n  of 
some  essential  interest,  that,  even  if  the 
continued  good  understanding  between 
England  and  France  did  not  afford  a 
strong  guarantee  for  the  continuance  of 
peace,  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  in 
Europe  would  be  an  event  not  likely  soon 
to  occur.  1  trust  also  that  the  increased 
commercial  intercourse  between  this  coun- 
try and  France  will  still  confirm  their 
common  interest  in  maintaining  the  re- 
lations of  peace  and  amitv  with  each  other. 
Another  source  of  satisfaction  to  me  — 
which,  however,  I  derive  not  from  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  but  from  inl 
gence  I  have  lately  received  in  comi 
with  the  public—in  the  prospect  of  an  i 
cable  termination  of  the  differences  which 
have  for  some  lime  existed  between  Ft 
and  America,  Both  those  countries  ought 
to  understand  that  the  great  parties,  and 
indeed  all  intelligent  persons  in  this 
country,  who  take  a-  more  enlightened 
view  of  what  ii  really  for  the  interest  of 
the  country,  than  superficial  observers  gave 
them  credit  for,  are  unanimous  in  wishing 
that  the  differences  between  them  may  be 
^teedilj  mi  vaoaAAj  t«rmiMted.    I  be< 


lieve  there  is  no  party,  and  scarcely  an 
individual  in  this  country  who  would  con- 
template with  any  feeling  but  that  of  pain 
the  commencement  of  hostilities  between 
France  and  America.  I  think  there  is 
no  man — I  speak  thus  generally,  fur  it  is 
my  belief  that  the  observation  will  apply 
almost  universally — who  does  not  think 
thatany  petty  advantage  which  this  coun- 
try might  derive  from  the  commencerneat 
of  hostilities  between  two  such  powerful 
parties  would  be  dearly  purchased  by  the 
hazard  which  would  occur  of  a  general 
war,  and  the  common  injury  which  the 
interests  of  industry,  humanity,  and  mo- 
rality  must  thereby  sustain.  With  respect 
to  Spain— 1  do  nut  quarrel  with  the  terms 
in  which  that  country  is  alluded  to  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  or  the  Ad'tressin 
answer  to  it,  although  1  dissent  from  the 
policy  which  our  Governnnert  is  pnrfuing 
towards  Spain.  I  cannot  concur  with  ihe 
hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  in  congratulat- 
ing the  House  on  the  manner  in  which 
our  interference  in  Spanish  affair*  has  taken 
place — I,  for  my  part,  regret  that  his  M»- 
jesty's  subjects  have  been  peimitted  lo 
enter  as  parties  inio  the  conflict  now  ^oing 
on  in  Spain.  I  do  not  peiceive  that  such 
interference  on  our  part  has  in  any  way 
had  any  tendency  to  diminish  the  shame- 
ful and  disgusting  practices  (I  care  not  by 
which  party  committed),  which  have  cast 
a  stain  upon  the  national  character  of 
Spain.  I  perceive,  however,  that  his 
Majesty's  Speech  contains  a  reference  to 
Spanish  affairs,  which  I  certainly  did  not 
espect.  It  contains  a  direct  reference  to 
the  conduct  of  another  Government  to- 
wards its  own  subjects.  The  Speech  un- 
dertakes to  pronounce  an  opinion  upon 
the  prudence  aod  caution  of  tlie  course 
pursued  by  the  Government  of  the  Queen 
of  Spain.  1  am  most  certainly  surprised 
to  find  such  a  paragraph  introduced  into 
a  Speech  framed  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment, because  I  recollect  ihiit  when,  so 
lately  as  1830,  reference  was  made  by  us 
to  the  course  which  ha  t  been  pursued  by 
the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  a  most  se- 
vere censure  was  passed  upon  it.  We 
were  asked  whether  we  had  not  enough 
to  attend  to  in  looking  after  our  own 
affairs — and  significant  allusion  was  made 
to  India  and  Ireland — without  passing  an 
opinion  upon  the  conduct  of  a  foreign 
I  Government  with  respect  to  its  own  sub- 
jects, and  we  were  forewarned — and  it 
[Hetnt  with  '^od  ceaMa~-tbat  thtj  prece* 
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dent  then  established  wtrald  hereafter  be 
foliowed.  The  introduction  of  the  words 
vliich  I  have  alluded  to,  shows  the  cha- 
rmcler  of  the  part  which  we  are  acting 
iriib  rexpect  to  Spain;  it  shows  that  we 
arc  becoming;  daily  more  and  more  parties 
to  the  contest — parties  not  directly  by  the 
manifestation  of  open  hostility;  but  it  is 
a  fact  that,  with  respect  to  Spain,  we 
have,  without  intending  to  incur  the  risk 
of  war,  departed  from  a  principle  which 
I  thought  was  held  sacred  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite;  namely  the  principle 
of  non-interTention  in  the  internal  affairs 
of  other  nations.  The  cause  of  quarrel 
could  never  be  taken  into  consideration 
upon  ihe  principle  which  I  tliouglit  hon. 
Members  opposiie  were  determined  to  sup- 
port, and  therefore,  by  lauding  the  con- 
duct which  the  Queen's  Government  has 
pursued,  they  are  establishing  or  confirm- 
ing, if  they  please,  (he  precedent  of  inter- 
ference in  the  domestic  affairs  of  other 
nations.  Notwithstanding  the  conBdent 
assurnnces  of  the  continuance  of  peace 
which  are  contained  in  the  Royal  Speech, 
there  is,  it  appears,  to  be  an  increase  in 
the  Naval  Estimates.  I  presume  that  the 
increase  will  be  considerable,  since  men- 
tion is  made  of  it  in  his  Majesty's  Speech. 
It  is  not  absolutely  necessary  that  this 
should  be  so;  but  I  presume,  that  if  it 
were  intended  to  make  only  what  might 
be  considered  an  ordinary  increase  in  the 
estimates,  no  direct  mention  of  the  cir- 
cumstance would  be  made  in  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne.  Some  of  my  Friends 
near  me  think  that  this  passage  in  the 
Speech  is  intended  as  a  reflection  upon 
the  Government  which  preceded  the  pre- 
sent. 'We  have  little  time  to  scrutinise 
documents  of  this  description;  but,  from 
my  own  observation,  1  do  not  consider 
that  the  paisage  in  question  bears  that 
imputation.  When  I  end  my  hon.  Friends 

Erepared  the  Navy  Estimates  last  year,  I 
ave  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  we  con- 
sidered it  to  be  our  duty  to  reduce  them, 
as  well  as  every  other  estimate,  military 
and  civil,  to  the  lowest  point  consistently 
with  the  protection  of  the  honour  and  the 
true  interests  of  the  country.  I  apprehend, 
however,  that  the  reduced  estimates  which 
we  framed,  met  the  general  assent.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Middlesex,  it  is  true 
complained  that  the  reduction  had  not 
been  carried  further;  he  proposed,  I  be- 
lieve, s~Tednction  of  ten  thousand  men. 
M;  r^bt  IwB.  FiieiKl  bebind  me  doubted 


whether  reduction  had  not  already  been 
carried  further  than  was  conustent  with 
the  true  interests  of  the  country ;  but  I  did 
not  understand  that  the  House  generally 
entertained  any  doubt  as  to  the  propriety 
of  the  reductions  proposed,  and,  therefore, 
I  differ  from  those  of  my  Friends  who 
think  that  the  passage  in  the  Speech 
which  refers  to  the  proposed  increase  of 
the  naval  force  can  be  meant  to  imply  a 
reflection  upon  the  Government  which 
preceded  the  present,  that  it  neglected  the 
naval  honour;  and  I  am  glad  to  perceive 
that  my  impression  is  confirmed  by  the 
assent  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site. As  there  are  so  many  other  topics  of 
ui^nt  domestic  interest  adverted  to  in  the 
Speech,!  shall  postpone  for  the  present  all 
further  refcrenceto what  it  says  respecting 
the  foreign  policy  of  the  country,  and  shall 
proceed  to  otTer  a  few  remarks  upon  the 
principles  which  it  is  said  are  to  govern  its 
domestic  administration.  We  are  told 
that  material  changes,  which  are  called, 
"  belter  provisions,"  are  to  be  effected  in 
the  departments  of  law,  especially  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery.  To  the  manner  in 
which  these  charges  are  recommended  I 
do  not  abject.  It  implies  no  pledge,  but 
leaves  every  one  at  bberty  to  act  on  his 
own  views  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
proposed  Reform.  Without,  therefore, 
pledging  myself  to  any  future  line  of  con- 
duct, I  will  say  that,  if  I  should  be  com- 
pelled to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
important  to  make  an  alteration  in  the 
high  and  distinguished  oFBce  of  Lord 
Chancellor  of  England,  by  separating  its 
judicial  from  its  legislative  functions,  I  shall 
come  to  that  conclusion  with  great  pain. 
It  will,  however, require  a  great  deal  to  con- 
vince me  that  it  is  either  right  or  expedient 
to  divest  so  high  a  judicial  officer  of  all  hii 
political  functions,  especially  when  it  ii 
well  known  that  it  is  those  functions  which 
secure  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  his  pre- 
eminence as  a  judge.  1  thank  the  hon. 
Member  who  seconded  the  Address  for 
the  candour  with  which  he  had  admitted 
that  there  had  been  a  great  failure  in  the 
appointment  of  Commissioners  to  exercise 
the  powers  of  the  Great  Seal.  Indeed,  that 
failure  must  be  admitted  by  everybody 
who  knew  that  the  arrears  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  had  mounted  up  to  800,  from 
200,  during  the  per.od  in  which  the 
Commissioners  had  presided  over  that 
Court.  [Mr.  Parker  twice  said  3  few 
words  in  explanation]  It  mty  promote  tba 
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eonTenience  of  the  bon,  Member  to  inter- 
rupt  me  u  I  proceed,  but  it  nill  proniote 
the  cDDTeoience  of  the  House  itill  more  ir 
the  hon.  Member  will  not  iaternipt  me 
again  until  1  have  concluded  my  speech. 
The  salary  of  10,000^  a-ycar,  allotted  to 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  had  been  given  to  the 
three  CommiHionere,  the  hon.  Member  baa 
explained  how  they  have  divided  the  husi- 
neai  to  delay  it,  has  he  also  inquired 
whether  the  Commissioners  have  not  divi- 
ded that  sum  among  them  ?  Now,  as  they 
have  increased  the  arrear  of  businets["  No, 
no,"  from  Mr.  PaTkeT3,— as  they  have 
done  no  good  whatsoever,  according  to  the 
bon.  Member.  [Mr.  Parker  bad  not  used 
any  such  language.]  Have  they,  1  asked  last 
year,  and  I  repeat  the  question  iiow,haTe 
the  three  Com  miss  loners,  who  have  done 
no  good,  according  to  the  hon.  Member 
except  it  be  a  good  to  increase  the  number 
of  arrears,  have  they  divided  among  them- 
selvei  the  salary  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  ? 
For  my  part,  I  wish  to  see  the  important 
office  of  Lord  Chancellor  maintained  upon 
its  present  footing,  and  the  same  high  and 
independent  confidence  reposed  in  it  by 
the  Bar  that  was  reposed  in  it  at  present. 
It  is  not  for  roe  to  inquire  why  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Crown  was  not  continued  to 
Lord  firougham,  the  late  holder  of  that 
high  judicial  office.  It  is  enough  for  roe 
to  know  that  another  arrangement  was 
made.  That  arrangement  continued  almost 
up  to  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  and  was 
not  altered  until  after  the  appearance  of  a 
pamphlet  by  Sir  Edward  Sugden.  The 
appointments  subsequently  made  might 
not  atand  in  the  relation  of  cause  and 
effect  to  that  pamphlet,  but  to  the  world 
it  appears  as  if  never  pamphlet  had  been 
more  efficient,  for  it  aeems  to  have  con- 
fened  three  offices,  and  to  have  created 
three  peerages.  His  Majesty's  Speech 
abo  refers  to  the  measures  which  are  to  be 
introduced  into  Parliament  on  several  mat- 
ters of  important  domestic  interest.  It 
refers  lo  all  of  them,  with  one  exception, 
in  a  manner  which  is  not  calculated  to 
invite  any  oppontion.  With  respect  to 
the  commutation  ol  tithe  in  England  and 
Wales,  it  suggests  the  propriety  of  taking 
it  into  immediate  consideration.  It  lays 
down  DO  principle  on  which  the  measure 
is  to  be  founded — it  calls  for  no  decla- 
tion  of  opinion  from  the  House  as  to  the 
mode  of  dealing  with  it.  I  introduced  into 
FarliameBt  last  Session  a  measure  founded 
MtlM  pnaciple  gf  vohmteyoonatnUtttoiii 
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The  noble  Lord  opporite  disaanted  from 
the  principle  of  that  measure,  and  de- 
clared that  no  measure  would  be  satisfac- 
tory which  did  not  include  a  compulsory 
obligation  to  commute  the  tithes.  In  my 
opinion,  it  will  be  a  matter  of  difficulty  lo 
reconcile  the  principle  of  compulsion  with 
justice  to  the  tithe-payer  and  to  the  tithe- 
owner,  [f  the  noble  Lord  can  reconcile 
that  principle  with  thejust  claims  of  those 
two  parties,  I  shall  be  ready  to  give  to 
the  noble  Lord's  plan  all  due  consideration, 
as  I  am  convinced  that  the  time  is  come 
when  a  permaoent  settlement  of  the 
Tithe  Question  must  be  made.  1  will 
pass  over  many  of  the  points  referred  to 
in  the  Speech,  not  within^  to  excite  a  de- 
sultory conversation,  which  can  lead  to 
no  results,  upon  matters  which  require, 
and  must  undergo  before  long,  full  discus- 
sion. 1  will  only  say,  that  whatever 
opinions  1  may  entertain  upon  many  of 
the  measures  which  it  is  the  intention  of 
his  Majesty's  Government  to  lay  before  the 
Parliament,  I  have  no  objection  to  urge 
against  the  manner  in  which  they  liave 
been  mentioned  in  the  ttpeech  from  the 
Throne.  There  is  one  point,  however, 
a  solitary  exception,  as  I  have  before 
stated,  to  the  rest  or  the  Speech  on  which 
1  wish  to  say  a  few  words,  in  order  to  guard 
myself,  in  future,  from  misrepresentntion. 
On  that  point  my  suspicions  are  awakened, 
not  only  by  the  terms  in  which  the  subject 
is  referred  to  in  the  Speech,  but  nlso  by 
the  singular  contrast  which  exists  between 
those  terms  and  the  terms  in  which  every 
other  topic  referred  to  in  the  Speech  is 
mentioned.  Whatever  difference  of  opi- 
nion may  prevail  on  political  questions  on 
the  two  sides  of  that  House,  the  evil 
effect  of  that  difference  can  only  be  in- 
creased by  Members  allowing  themselves 
to  become,  through  negligence,  or,  still 
worse,  through  intention,  parties  to  any 
deception  on  the  public.  The  particular 
subject  to  which  1  referred,  and  lo  which 
I  only  refer,  for  the  sake  of  guarding  my- 
self against  misrepresentation,  is  the  sub- 
ject of  the  intended  reform  in  the  Munici- 
pal Corporations  of  Ireland.  I  do  not 
wish  to  enter  at  large  into  that  question  at 
present,  which  would  ba  an  inconvenient 
time  for  such  a  discussion;  and  the  time 
will  speedily  arrive  when  such  a  discussion 
must  be  entertained,  and  when  the  House 
must  devote  itself  tu  its  full  considemtion. 
I  do  not  refer  to  this  subject  so  much  on 
ftcctfnnt  of  it*  own  tnetitSf  u  m  accouat 
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of  the  pledge,  which,  iiiileNt  I  nm  moch 
iniBtakeD,  the  Speech  and  the  Address 
both  called  npon  us  to  gi*e.  The  tenni  in 
which  the  rerortn  of  the  Irish  Municipal 
Corporationa  are  rererred  to  are  briefly 
these: — "  We  assure  your  Majesty  that 
being  already  in  possession  of  the  Report 
ofihe  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  theMunicipal  Corporations 
in  Ireland,  we  entertain  a  hope  that  it  will 
be  in  our  power  to  apply  to  any  defects 
and  evils  which  may  have  been  shown 
to  exiat  in  those  institutions  a  remedy 
founded  upon  the  same  principles  as 
those  of  the  Acts  which  have  already 
passed  for  England  and  Scotland."  It 
appears  to  me,  thxt  if  we  consent  to 
that  passage  in  the  Address,  we  shall 
pledge  ourselves  to  apply  the  same  prin- 
ciples of  Municipal  Reform  to  Ireland  as 
we  have  already  done  to  England.  I 
might  hereafter  say,  that  I  did  not  put 
that  construction  upon  the  passage  which 
'  I  have  read,  but  [  am  desirous  not  to  be 
a  pnrty  to  any  misconception  upon  the 
point.  If  it  be  meant  that,  by  agreeing 
to  these  words,  I  shnll  give  the  pledge 
which  1  have  described,  I,,  on  the  truest 
grounds,  object  to  being  called  upon  to 
do  so.  I  object  to  being  called  upon  to 
give  such  a  pledge,  because  (apart  from 
the  merits  of  the  Question)  I  think  it  ur 
fair  that  I  should  be  placed  in  that  posi 
tion  at  an  hour's  notice.  I  assume  that  it 
is  intended  to  involve  me  in  a  pledge- 
that  if  I  should  assent  to  this  part  oF  thi 
Address  without  protesting  or  moving  ar 
Amendment,  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
would  say,  hereafter,  when  I  objected  to 
their  Measure,  "  you  are  too  late ;  you 
pledged  yourself  on  the  first  day  of  the 
Session  to  apply  the  same  principles  of 
Municipal  Reform  lo  Ireland  as  have  al- 
ready been  applied  to  England  and  Scot- 
land." I  say  that  it  is  unfair  and  unjust 
to  call  upon  me,  at  so  short  a  notice,  to 
pledge  myself  with  respect  to  so  important 
a  matter.  The  calling  upon  me  to  give 
that  pledge,  supplies  you  with  no  a[lvan- 
tage  for  itie  ultimate  decision  of  the 
Question,  unless  it  is  meant  unfairly  to 
entrap  me,  and  thus  fetter  my  future  con- 
duct. You  should  have  contented  your- 
selves with  a  simple  notice,  that  the  nub- 
jectwas  to  be  brought  under  consideration, 
and  then  we  should  have  come  to  the 
discussion  with  the  same  advantages  which 
you  yourselves  possess;  but  instead  of 
that,  B  Speech  is  deiivered  from  *' 
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llitone  this  day,  upon  which  an  Addres* 
is  afterwards  founded,  of  whose  points  no 
person  is  cognizant  but  yourselves,  and 
then  you  call  upon  us,  without  notice,  and 
meeting  in  London  now  for  the  first  time 
after  the  recess,  to  pledge  ourselves  to 
adopt  a  most  important  course  of  pro- 
ceeding. I  say  that  this  is  unjust,  and 
inconsistent  with  the  course  which  has 
been  pursued  upon  all  similar  occasions 
during  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years,  by 
all  Governments  and  almost  all  Opposi- 
tions. I  maintain  that,  during  the  period 
I  have  stated,  it  has  been  an  object  to 
avoid  calling  upon  an  opposing  party  to 
give  such  a  pledge  as  that  now  required ; 
and  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  and  the 
Address  (which  !s  the  material  point  for 
us  to  consider)  have  been  so  framed,  that 
although  the  intentions  of  Government 
upon  subjects  of  the  utmost  importance, 
and  referring  to  measures  of  the  first  con- 
cern, have  been  clearly  eibibited,  the  ne- 
ceisity  of  moving  an  Amendment  has  been 
imposed  upon  the  Opposition.  I  think 
there  is  a  great  advantage  in  our  being 
able  to  meet  on  the  first  day  of  the  Session 
without  a  division.  So  far  was  I  from 
advising  any  preconcerted  Amendment 
upon  (he  present  occasion,  that  the  advice 
I  gave,  as  my  friends  know,  was,  that  they 
should  move  no  Amendment  on  the  first 
day  of  the  Session  to  the  Address  to  the 
Throne  from  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
unless  the  necessity  for  doing  so  should 
be  itnposed  upon  them,  contrary  to  usage. 
I  declare  sincerely,  that  to  call  upon  the 
House  to  give  a  pledge  upon  this  point,  is 
contrary  to  the  practice  observed  during 
the  last  twenty  years.  I  do  not  under- 
value  the  Measure  which  is  about  to  be 
proposed,  but  I  assert  that  measures  of  at 
least  equal  importance,  and  with  respect 
to  which  the  most  violent  opposition  was 
expected,  have  been  referred  to  uptm 
former  occasions,  and  yet  the  Address  haa 
been  so  framed  as  to  diipensa  with  the 
necessity  of  an  Amendment.  When  the 
Measure  for  relieving  Roman  Catholics 
from  civil  disabilities  was  referred  to  in  the 
King's  Speech,  in  1829,  it  was  done  in 
such  a  manner  that  the  party  who  opposed 
that  measure  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to 
propose  an  Amendment.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  opposite  (Sir  J.  Hobhouse)  says 
that  the  Government  was  not  strong  then 
—and  1  suppose  he  intended  me  to  hear 
the  observation;  but  whatever  I  may  tbink 
correctnefigf  hU  opiaira  upw  \3n,\ 
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pmnt,  he  turel;  will  not  deny  that  the 
Government  which  brought  forward  the 
Reform  Bill,  after  the  disaolutioD  of  Par- 
lianient  id  1832,  was  strong  enough  to 
have  been  able  to  ha*e  carried  an  Address, 
pledging  their  opponents  to  the  principle 
of  that  Measure ;  and  yet  they  abstained 
from  doing  lo.  I  say,  therefore,  that 
against  the  course  now  proposed  to  be 
adopted  I  have  the  experience  of  all  past 
Addrenes  during  the  last  twenty  or  thirty 
years,  which,  tiiough  referring  to  important 
matters  upon  which  the  minds  both  of  the 
Ministers  and  their  opponents  were  made 
up,  exacted  no  pledge  from  any  party.  I 
further  refer,  as  a  proof  of  the  injustice 
contemplated  by  that  part  of  the  Address 
which  I  deprecate,  to  the  remainder  of 
the  Address  itself.  It  touches  upon  other 
points,  with  respect  to  which  no  pledge  is 
demanded — namely,  tithes,  alterations  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  the  introduc- 
tion of  poor  laws  into  Ireland.  With  re- 
spect to  these  topics  the  Address  confines 
itself  to  saying  what  I  wish  to  be  said  upon 
the  snbject  of  Irish  Corporations  —  that 
the  House  is  prepared  to  give  to  any 
measures  proposed  by  the  Government 
impartial  consideration ;  upon  the  point  of 
Corporations  in  Ireland  alone  does  the 
Address  go  further,  and  declares  that 
such  consideration  only  will  be  given  pro- 
vided  that  the  Measure  proposed  be 
founded  upon  the  same  principles  as  the 
Acts  which  have  already  passed  with  re- 
ference to  Corporations  in  England  and 
Scotland.  Looking  upon  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne  as  the  Speech  of  Ministers,  I, 
with  great  respect  protest  against  their 
right  to  prescribe  to  me  what  shall  be  the 
principle  of  the  Measure  about  to  be  in- 
troduced. "  Leave  that,"  I  will  say,  "  lo 
the  fair  consideration  of  Parliament  -  state 
that  it  is  your  intention  to  introduce  cer- 
tain measures — state  that  yoa  feel  the  ne- 
cessity of  applying  a  remedy  to  certain 
grievances — but  state  that  you  leave  the 
consideration  of  that  remedy  to  Parliameat. 
Upon  other  points  his  Majesty  is  made  to 
express  his  firm  expectation  that  they  will 
be  so  treated  "  as  to  increase  the  happi- 
ness and  prosperity,  by  promoting  the  re- 
ligion and  morality  of  my  people ;"  but 
the  subject  of  Municipal  Corporations  in 
Ireland  is  specially  excepted,  and  we  are 
not  only  told  that  we  must  consider  of  a 
remedy,  but  the  principle  upon  which  that 
ramedy  shall   be  founded   is   prescribed. 

Again  I  ptemt  agaiiut  the  juttree  of  this 
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proceediug  apart  from  the  consideration 
of  the  merits  of  the  question.  Fair  notice 
DDght  to  have  been  given  ;  and  if  it  were 
intended  to  introduce  this  pledge  into  the 
Address,  we  ought,  at  least,  to  have  bad 
the  advantage  of  the  practice  which  pre- 
vailed in  former  tiroes,  and  been  allowed 
twenty-four  hours'  consideration,  and  not 
twenty-four  minutes,  before  we  were  called 
upon  either  to  acquiesce  in  a  declaration 
by  which  we  should  hereafter  be  bound, 
or  to  protest  against  it  by  moving  a& 
Amendment.  I  can  appeal  to  another 
authority  in  favour  of  the  view  which  I 
take  of  this  subject — namely,  to  the  ex- 
perience and  good  sense,  and  sense  of 
justice  of  the  Gentlemau  selected  as  the 
mover  of  the  Address ;  for  in  the  Speech 
in  which  he  recommended  the  adoption  of 
the  Address,  he  distinctly  told  the  House 
that  he  anticipated  no  objection  to  it,  be- 
cause it  called  for  no  pledge.  IF  the  hon. 
Baronet's  interpretation  of  the  Address  be 
correct — if  Ministers  adopt  his  honest 
suggestion,  on  candid  admission,  they  can- 
not object  to  clear  up  all  doubt  upon  the 
point  by  acceding  to  a  verbal  alteration, 
for  the  last  thing  which  i  wish  is,  to  be 
under  the  necessity  of  moving  an  Amend- 
ment :  hut  at  the  same  time  I  am  resolved 
that  I  will  not  incur  the  risk  of  exciting 
expectations  which,  in  all  probability,  1 
shall  feel  myself  called  upon  to  disappoint, 
nor  embarrass  my  future  proceedings  by 
unnecessary  pledges.  It  may,  perhaps, 
be  said  that  there  is  a  distinction  between 
the  question  of  Irish  Corporations  and  the 
other  matters  referred  to  in  the  Speech- 
such  as  the  question  of  English  tithes,  re- 
form of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  the 
introduction  of  poor  laws  into  Ireland,  be- 
cause a  measure  has  passed  through  the 
House  of  Commons  with  respect  to  the 
first,  which  is  not  the  case  with  regard  to 
the  others.  When  the  Bill  respecting 
Corporations  in  Ireland  was  introduced 
last  year,  I  protested  against  being  called 
upon  to  consider  it  st  that  time.  I  stated 
that  at  the  time  it  was  introduced  I  had 
no  opportunity  of  reading  the  {leport  of 
the  Commissioners.  I  read  neither  the 
Report  nor  the  Bill,  and  I  reserved  to 
myself  the  right — whatever  might  be  the 
decision  of  the  House  respecting  the  mea' 
sure — of  acting  as  I  thought  proper,  with 
regard  to  it,  if  it  should  be  again  intro- 
duced during  the  present  Session.  The 
distinction,  however,  which  I  am  sa^xw- 
iog  might  b«  atteippted  tQb«Ntup,oa 
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lie  ^nnd  that  the  Bill  for  altering  Irish 
Corpontions  receiTed  the  asaeot  of  the 
Houie  of  Commons,  does  not  avail.  Wbat 
conne  has  beeo  taken  with  respect  to  the 
appropriation    principle?      That    wai    a 

Einciple  to  which  the  majority  of  this 
ouie  auented,  and  not  only  aisented, 
bnt  recorded  their  opinion,  that  do  settle- 
nient  of  the  queition  of  Irish  tithes  would 
be  satisfactory,  or  conduce  to  the  peace 
of  Ireland,  of  which  the  principle  deter- 
mined on  should  not  form  an  essential 
part ;  and  yet  in  your  Address  you  have 
not  called  upon  us,  the  minority,  to  assent 
to  that  principle.  And  wisely  have  you 
kbataiofld  from  doing  so.  I  am  not  re~ 
ferring  to  this  onaistion  by  way  of  taunt. 
However  firmly  your  own  minds  may  be 
bent  upon  carryiog  that  principle  inlo 
effect,  and  however  essential  it  may  be 
deemed  by  the  majority  of  this  House,  I 
Ikink  you  have  acted  wisely  in  not  pro- 
voking disunion  on  the  first  day  of  the 
Session,  by  calling  upon  the  minority  to 
affirm  it.  If,  however,  you  pursue  this 
course  with  respect  to  the  appropriation 
principle — if  you  feel  that  there  is  de- 
corum in  not  calling  upon  us  to  acquiesce 
in  that  principle — why  do  you  not  act  in 
the  same  way  with  reference  to  Corpora- 
tioBi  in  Ireland  1  It  may  be  said  that  the 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  has  been 
presented ;  and  so  It  has ;  but  it  is  only 
ministers,  or  Members  immediately  con- 
necled  with  Government,  who  have  cognis- 
ance of  the  Address  intended  to  be  moved ; 
and  no  person  from  reading  the  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  could  suppose  that  it 
was  meant  to  call  upon  the  House  for  the 
pledge  contained  in  the  Address.  At  half 
past  two  o'clock,  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  is  delivered,  in  which  Parliament 
is  called  upon  to  consider  the  subject  of 
Irish  Corporations,  and  at  four  o'clock  we 
are  required  to  pledge  ourselves  to  the 
precise  principle  of  the  measure  intended 
to  be  introduced.  I  find  that  the  Com- 
mifsionera  themselves  have,  in  their  Re- 
port, studiously  avoided  so^esting  any 
principle  upon  which  a  measure  should  be 
jbonded.  If  the  Commissioners,  after  fall 
deliberation,  had  suggested  a  comprehen- 
•ive  remedy  for  the  evils  complained  of,  I 
ran  conceive  that  there  would  have  been 
■ome  ground  foe  calling  npoa  us  to  ac- 
qniesce  in  their  plan ;  but  the  Commis- 
sioners conclude  their  Report  by  expressly 
remarkiag,  ■*  We  have  not  thought  our- 
\  iptciie 
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measure*  of  improvement  in  our  reporti, 
save  so  far  as  the  notice  of,  and  necessary 
observations  upon,  the  defect,  and  canse 
of  evil,  tend  to  suggest  the  remedy.  But 
we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  humbly  to  repre- 
seul  to  your  Majesty,  that  the  early  and 
effectual  correction  of  the  existinif  evils, 
and  the  prevention  of  future  mischief,  are 
anxiously  desired,  and  essentially  requi- 
site ;  and  that  these  beneSts  can  be  at- 
tained only  by  means  of  a  general  and 
complete  reform  of  the  constitution  of  the 
Municipal  Corporations  in  Ireland."  If 
the  Gommissionen,  af^er  the  fullest  con- 
sideration, abstained  from  suggesting  any 
measure,  is  it  consistent  with  justice  that, 
at  an  hour's  notice,  we  should  be  called 
upon  to  pledge  ourselves  not  only  to  the 
application  of  some  remedy,  but  even  to 
the  principles  upon  which  the  proposed 
remedy  shall  be  founded?  Another  very 
important  subject — namely,  the  introduc- 
tion of  Poor-laws  inlo  Ireland — is  referred 
to  in  the  Address ;  and  let  the  House 
contrast  that  part  of  the  Address  which 
relates  to  Municipal  Reform  in  Ireland, 
with  the  phraseology  in  which  Poor-laws 
for  Ireland  are  referred  to,  and  you  will 
find  the  variance  so  strong,  the  distinction 
of  expression  used  so  remarkable,  at  to 
strike  one  forcibly  on  hearing  it.  If  with 
a  knowledge  of  this  differencse  of  ezpret- 
aion  I  were  to  consent  to  the  pledge  now 
proposed,  I  may  be  told  at  a  future  day, 
when  riling  to  oppose  any  details  of  a  Bill 
for  the  Reform  of  the  Irish  Municipal 
Corporations,  ■'  You  are  too  late  —  yon 
committed  yourself  to  the  principle  of  iha 
measure  by  acquiescing  in  the  Address, 
and  you  cannot  now  oppose  it."  It  would 
be  added,  "  See  what  waa  said  relative 
to  Irish  Corporations ;  a  specific  principle 
was  pointed  out;  while  in  the  case  of 
Poor-laws,  Parliament  waa  simply  invited 
to  approach  the  subject  with  caution, 
proportionate  to  ila  importance  and  diffi- 
culty; hut  no  particular  measure  was 
recommended."  It  would  be  said,  that 
we  had  raised  expectations  with  respect 
to  Irish  Municipal  Reform  which  we 
could  not  fairly  disappoint,  and  it  wovid 
be  urged  that  the  same  principle  shoakl 
be  applied  to  Ireland  es  to  England  and 
Scotland.  This  argument  would  b» 
strengthened  by  a  refierence  to  the  maaiMr 
in  which  Poor-laws  for  Ireland  are  ad- 
verted to  in  the  Address.  I  am  awara 
that  various  amnions  hare  been  entertained 
on  that  nlijKitrUd  that  tb»  li^  hm- 


ne  Addrets — 


(Feb. 


ChatieelloT  of  the  Exchequer  hitnielf  has, 
hitherto  I  believe,  been  nppoaed  to  their 
iatroductioD.  Why  do  I  advert  to  this 
difierence  of  opinion  ?  Simply  becauae 
the  opposition  which  has  been  offered 
■honed  that,  in  the  opinion  of  some  gen- 
tlemen opposite,  a  principle  esteemed  good 
for  England  is  not,  as  a  matter  or  course, 
necessary  for  Ireland.  The  terms  in 
vhich  Ministers  speak  or  Poor-laws  for 
Ireland  are  cantious  and  measured,  and 
■imply  suggested  to  Parliament  the 
priety  of  loolcing  to  the  experience  of  the 
effect  already  produced  by  the  Act  for 
the  amendment  of  the  laws  relating  to  the 
poor  in  England,  but  in  no  respect  fetters 
our  opinions,  or  seeks  to  tie  us  down  to 
any  fixed  principles.  The  Address  pro- 
poses to  thankhis  Majesty  for  the  informa- 
tion that  a  further  report  of  the  Commis- 
■ion  of  Inquiry  into  the  condition  or  the 
poorer  classes  in  Ireland  will  speedily  be 
laid  before  the  House,  and  to  assure  his 
Majesty,  that  Parliament  will  approach 
the  subject  with  the  caution  due  to  its 
importance  and  difficulty,  and,  impressed 
with  a  conviction  that  the  experience  of 
the  salutary  effect  already  produced  by 
the  Act  for  the  amendment  of  the  laws 
relating  to  the  poor  in  England  and  Wales 
may,  in  many  respects,  assist  our  delibera- 
tions. Why  may  we  not  claim  the  hum- 
ble privilege  of  being  allowed  to  apply  the 
lame  cautious  deliberation  to  a  subject  q( 
equal  importance  and  difficulty?  Why 
not  treat  the  question  of  trisb  Municipal 
Reform  in  the  same  manner  as  is  here 
■uggested  in  reference  to  Irish  Poor-laws? 
Your  own  Address  is  evidence  against  the 
impolicy  and  injustice  of  prematurely 
pledging  the  House  on  one  point  while 
yoQ  abstain  upon  another.  Do  I  propose 
(hat  (here  should  be  no  Reform  in  Irish 
Municipal  Corporations?  Far  from  it. 
Am  I  prepared  to  defend  the  exact  princi- 
ple OD  which  they  exist  and  operate  ?  I 
am  not.  But  I  wish  not  to  enter  upon  the 
Question  upon  this  occasion,  not  doubting 
but  full  opportunity  will  be  afforded  for 
discussing  it.  I  content  myself  with  stat- 
ing my  objections  to  being  pledged  be- 
forehand to  a  particular  course,  f  am 
Bsked,  and  so  is  the  House,  to  promise  lo 
appl^  to  Ireland  the  same  principles  of 
Municipal  Reform  which  have  been  already 
applied  in  England  and  Scotland.  What 
are  those  principles  which,  without  ex- 
ception or  reservation,  we  are  called 
onto  affim?    IW  deitrnctioti  of  aelf- 
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election  in  Corporations  might  be  a  princi- 
ple ;  but  can  anything  be  more  difficult 
than  to  define  its  precise  limits  and 
operation  7  You  say  that  the  destruc- 
tion of  self-election  is  one  of  your  princi- 
ples, but  I  repeat  it  is  hard  to  define  those 
principles  exactly,  and  where  a  latitude 
is  allowed,  gentlemen  may  be  entrapped 
into  pledges  and  concessions  they  never 
contemplated.  In  En^and  the  rate- 
payers at  large,  in  Scotland  the  10/, 
householders  are  the  constituent  body. 
If  I  assent  to  the  Address,  and  afterwards 
see  reason  to  move,  on  the  introduction  of 
an  Irish  Municipal  Reform  Bill,  that  in 
Ireland  SQL  householders  should  vote  ia 
the  election  o!  the  corporate  bodies,  am  I 
to  be  taken  as  adhering  to  or  departing 
from  the  principles  now  referred  to  ?  If  I 
assent  to  the  address,  reserving  to  myself 
the  right  and  power  to  alter  the  details  of 
Ihe  proposed  Bill  as  I  please,  am  I  not, 
in  point  of  fact,  encouraging  delusion? 
1  am  prepared  to  give  the  important 
subject  of  Municipal  Reform  in  Ireluid 
full  and  fair  consideration,  but  I  reserva 
to  myself  the  power  of  applying  my  mind 
unbiassed  and  unfettered  to  the  Question. 
I  admit  that  (here  must  be  extensive  alter- 
ations in  the  Irish  Municipal  system,  but 
I  am  not  going  to  enter  into  the  merits  or 
details  of  the  subject.  I  reserve  to  my- 
self the  right  of  considering  the  subject 
maturely  in  all  its  bearings,  uninfluenced 
by  fanciful  and  merely  plausible  analogies, 
1  intend  to  look  not  at  words  but  things. 
I  will  consider  the  bearings  of  this  Ques- 
tion on  all  the  interests  of  the  empire.  It 
is  not  necessary  for  me  to  defend  abuse — 
it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  maintain 
self-eleetion — it  is  not  necessary  for  me 
to  attempt  to  vindicate  exclusion  from 
ofiices  connected  with  the  admiuistration 
of  justice — it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
contend  for  the  misappropriation  of  funds, 
or  to  refuse  to  take  effectual  security 
against  future  misappropriation  ;  but  when 
I  come  to  consider  this  Question,  I  will 
look  at  the  whole  state  of  Ireland,  and  I 
will  ask  myself  whether,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  removing  one  exclusion,  I  shall 
not  be  confirming  another.  I  will  look  to 
whom  power  will  be  given,  and  I  will  look 
to  what  objects  the  power  so  given  will  be 
directed.  If  I  believe  that  power  will  be 
conferred  in  snch  a  way  as  to  conduce  to 
the  strengthening  of  the  connexion  be- 
tween the  two  countries — if  I  believe  that 
it  will  confinn  thOM  ucient  Hitled  i«ti> 
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tutioiiB  con  ititn  ting  the  Govern  men  t, 
vhich  m;  hon.  Friend,  the  Member  for 
Staffordsnire,  SEtya  he  is  determined  to 
maintain,  then  I  will  consent  to  give  it; 
bot  I  vill  not  be  deceived  b;  any  plausible 
analogies,  where  no  real  ones  exist — I 
^ilt  not  be  bound  to  apply  the  same  prin- 
ciples with  respect  to  Municipal  Corpora- 
tion Reform  in  Ireland  which  have  been 
applied  in  England,  unless  I  am  certain 
that  they  nil!  he  employed  in  the  same 
manner  and  for  the  furtheraiice  of  similar 
ends.  Having  received  no  assurance  that 
It  is  not  intended  to  bind  me  by  a  pledge, 
and  being  most  anxious  to  guard  against 
any  possible  misconstruction — feeling  too 
that  the  course  now  taken  is  contrary  to 
that  pursued  in  other  Parliamentary  ad- 
dresses, and  inconsistent  with  Parliamen- 
tary usages,  i  propose  to  move  the  omis- 
■ion  of  the  objectionable  words;  substitut- 
ing for  them  others  which,  so  far  from 
excluding  a  measure  of  Municipal  Reform 
fet  Ireland,  will  leave  the  question  open 
for  every  one  of  the  most  extreme  opinions 
to  approach  as  he  may  please.  In  talcing 
this  course  I  entertain  a  confident  hope, 
although  1  find  it  necessary  to  propose  an 
amendment,  that  there  may  be  no  division 
on  the  Address,  and  I  entertain  that  ex- 
pectation because  Ministers  may  concur 
in  my  proposition  without  relinquishing  a 
firm  determination  to  bring  forward  their 
own  principles,  and  enforce  them  in  any 
measure  which  they  might  propose  to  the 
House.  1  will  read  the  words  of  the 
Address  as  it  stands  at  present,  and  then 
propose  an  Amendment.  The  Clause  lo 
which  I  object  is  to  the  following  effect, — 
to  assure  his  Majesty,  that  being  "  already 
in  possession  of  the  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sion appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
the  Municipal  Corporations  in  Ireland, they 
entertain  the  hope  that  it  will  be  in  their 
power  to  apply  to  any  defects  and  evils 
which  may  nave  been  shown  to  exist  in 
those  institutions  a  remedy  founded  upon 
the  same  principles  as  those  of  the  Acts 
which  have  already  passed  for  England 
and  Scotland."  I  move  that  those  words 
be  omitted,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  the 
following, — "  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that 
being  already  in  possession  of  the  Report 
of  the  Commission  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  Municipal  Corpora, 
tions  in  Ireland,  we  will  proceed  without 
delay  to  the  consideration  of  any  defects 
or  erils  which  may  have  been  proved  to 
»ziit  ID  tboce  iostitutionf,  for  the  purpne 


of  applying  such  remedies  as  may  obviate 
all  just  causes  of  complaint,  and  insure 
the  impartial  administration  of  justice." 
I  have  purposely  framed  my  Amendment 
in  away  which  wilt  render  it  possible  for 
Gentlemen  oppouie,  though  retaining  their 
own  opinions  on  the  subject  of  Irish  Muni- 
cipal Reform,  and  determined,  when  the 
proper  time  come«  to  enforce  their  prin- 
ciples to  the  utmost  of  their  ability, 
to  adopt  it,  to  avoid  an  appearance 
of  disunion  on  the  Address  by  concurring 
in  my  prnposition. 

Lord/oAnRuuellroseandsaid.hethought 
he  should  best  consult  the  convenience  of 
the  House,  and  certainly  his  own,  in  rising 
immediately  after  the  right  bon.  Baronet, 
to  offer  some  remarks  upon  the  observ- 
ations which  had  just  fallen  from  him,  and 
upon  the  Address  which  had  just  been 
proposed  by  his  hon.  Friend  near  him. 
He  should  take  the  various  topics  in  the 
order  they  had  been  touched  upon  by  the 
riglit  hon.  Baronet;  and  first  to  those 
respecting  our  Foreign  Affairs.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet's  6rst  criticism  had  been 
directed  against  that  passage  in  the  Ad- 
dress, or  rather  in  his  Majesty's  Speech, 
which  referred  to  the  part  taken  by  this 
country  in  respect  to  Spain,  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  declared  to  be  a  breach 
of  that  principle  of  non-intervention  upon 
which  this  Government  bad  hitherto 
boasted  to  have  acted.  Surely  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  must  recollect  that,  opposed 
as  his  Majesty's  Ministers  were  to  the 
principle  of  intervention  in  the  affairs  of 
other  nations  in  general;  yet,  that  as  re- 
garded Spain,  this  country  was  a  party—  ■ 
a  treaty ,Jwhich,  of  course,  the  Government 
was  bound  to  carry  into  execution.  Whe- 
ther intervention  or  non-intervention  were 
the  best  principle,  was  not  for  him  now 
to  discuss  in  respect  to  our  relations  with 
Spain ;  for  here  his  Majesty  was  already 
bound  by  a  treaty  with  other  foreign 
powers,  which  he  could  not  possibly  depart 
from.  With  respect,  therefore,  to  our 
interference,  that  was  regulated  by  a 
treaty  which  he  believed  it  wna  a  matter 
of  boast  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
of  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  at 
the  head — it  was  certainly  a  subject  for 
just  commendation  of  the  conduct  of  tbe 
Duke  of  Wellington— that  whilst  that 
noble  Duke  held  the  Seals  of  Office  as 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  he  carried 
into  effect  the  slipnlatioQ  of  the  treaty  to 

yrbivh  be  had  alluded,  and  itudtouil;  prO' 
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vented  ft  levy  of  troops  being  made  in  this 
conotry  for  the  aid  of  Don  Carlos.  What- 
ever blame,  therefore  (if  any),  attached  to 
the  present  Government  for  acting'  on  the 
stipulations  of  that  treaty,  should,  in  all 
fairness,  be  also  visited  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, by  which  they  had  been  preceded. 
The  light  hon.  Gentleman  next  alluded 
to  the  proposed  increase  in  the  Navy 
Estimates,  and  seemed  to  ask,  though  not 
in  distinct  and  direct  terms,  whether  the 
passage  in  his  Majesty's  Speech,  which  had 
reference  to  this  subject,  was  to  be  taken 
as  indicative  of  a  warlike  intention.  Cer- 
tainly no  conception  of  that  kind  was 
justified  by  the  fdct  that  his  Majesty's  Mi- 
nislbrs  had  thought  it  right  to  propose  an 
increase  in  the  naval  force  of  this  country 
aufficiently  considerable  to  warrant  the 
mention  of  it  to  Parliament,  and  that  on 
grounds  and  considerations  which,  in  the 
course  of  the  summer,  had  been  well' 
weighed  and  discnssed  by  the  King's 
Ministry,  but  chiefly  on  this  ground,  that 
this  country  being  a  great  maritime  coun- 
try, and  other  Powers  preparing  a  force  at 
no  great  distance  from  her  own  coasts, 
she  ought  not  to  be  inferior  in  maritime 
preparations  to  other  Powers.  He  thought 
this  a  wise  principle ;  it  was  a  principle 
not  implying  anything  hostile  to  Foreign 
Powers ;  but  it  was  one,  at  the  same  time, 
which  justified  us  in  placing  ourselves  in 
that  situation,  that  no  power  would  be 
ioclioed  to  insult  this  country  from  a 
notion  that  by  our  weakness  we  were  un- 
able to  resent  any  affront  that  might  be 
offered  to  us.  The  precautionary  measure 
whiuh  his  Majesty's  Government,  then, 
had  considered  it  their  duty  to  recom- 
mend was,  so  far  from  being  regarded  as 
a  declaration  of  war,  to  be  looked  on  as  a 
provisional  security  for  peace.  He  heard 
with  great  pleasure  (a  pleasure  which  he 
was  sure  would  be  partaken  by  all  the  in- 
habitants of  this  country)  those  observa- 
tions which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
made  on  the  offer  of  mediation  which  had 
been  proffered  to  the  Governments  of 
France  and  America  ;  and  he  readily  and 
heartily  joined  the  right  hon.  Baronet  in 
the  belief,  that  if  oar  friendly  interference 
in  the  decision  of  a  misconstrued  point  of 
honour  were  sanctioned,  it  would  be  suc- 
cessfully exercised  in  re-establishing  those 
■entiments  of  sincerity  and  good  will 
which  should  subsist  between  those  great 
and  powerful  nations,  and  bringing  them 
again  into  that  state  of  harmooioDs  inter- 
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course  which  had  (but  for  a  short  period) 
been  unhappily  interrupted.  He  would 
not  then  enter  at  any  length  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  topics  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  referred  to  with  re- 
spect to  the  alluaons  in  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne  to  the  proposed  reforms  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery.  At  another  time  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend,  the  Solicitor- 
General  would  be  enabled  to  show,  that 
whatever  might  be  the  arrear  of  business 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  it  had  not  been 
considerably  augmented  by  putting  the 
Great  Seal  in  Commission.  He  believed, 
that  it  might  be  shown  from  a  proper 
comparison  between  the  arrears  when  the 
Seal  was  put  in  Commission  and  the  pre- 
sent arrears,  that  the  Commission  was  not 
the  cause  of  any  increase  that  bad  taken 
place  ;  but  this  he  would  at  once  say,  that 
the  Government  having  had  it  in  contem- 
plation, from  the  moment  of  its  construc- 
tion, to  provide  for  a  different  administra- 
tion of  justice  from  that  which  had  existed 
up  to  that  period  in  the  Court  in  ques- 
tion, considered  it  wise  and  expedient 
to  adopt  atemporarymeasure.  The  coarse 
which  had  frequently  been  taken  before, 
of  putting  the  Great  Seal  in  Commission, 
and  trusting  it  to  those  who  not  only  bad 
great  experience  aiid  reputation  to  sustain 
their  authority  in  those  Courts  in  which 
they  presided,  was  again  followed,  and 
persons  were  now  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  Courts,  who  agreed  in  the  opinion, 
that  the  time  was  come  for  Reform  in 
those  Courts  to  take  place.  He  would 
only  further  observe,  that  when  the 
question  of  malsdministratiou  in  the 
Court  in  question  was  brought  before  Par- 
liament last  year,  he  stated,  as  the  de- 
cided opinion  of  Government,  that  provi- 
sion for  an  additional  permanent  judge 
should  be  made  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, but  that  as  to  the  total  separatioo  of 
the  judicial  and  political  functions  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  that  was  a  question  of 
the  greatest  possible  importance,  and  one 
which  would  require  the  most  mature  con- 
sideration. He  would  say  no  more  at  pre- 
sent on  that  subject  than  just  to  remark, 
that  when  the  plan  of  Reform  was  brought 
forward,  he  trusted  it  would  meet  with 
the  approval  of  the  House,  not  only  by 
reason  of  the  authority  of  those  from 
whom  it  emanated,  but  also  from  the  im- 
portance— he  had  almost  said  the  para- 
mount importance — which  it  was  to  the 
country  to  have    a  measure  of  such  a 
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nttoie  carried  into  effect.  And  non.  Sir, 
•ud  the  noble  Lord,  I  come  to  that  ques- 
tioD  OD  which  the  right  bon.  Baronet  haa 
not  merely  made  critical  stricturet,  but 
has  tbooj^ht  right  to  move  an  AmeodmeDt 
to  the  Address.  Sir,  I  coDfe»,  that  ia 
framiDK  that  Speech,  sufficient  care  was, 
aa  I  thought,  taken,  not  to  pledge  the 
opinion  or  Members  of  either  House  of 
Parliament,  beyond  what  they  may  be 
fairly  called  on  to  subscribe  to,  without 
any  sacrifice  of  independence,  and  with- 
out at  all  diminishing  that  right  to  which, 
beyond  all  doubt,  Ihey  are  entitled,  of  ex- 
pressing and  acting  on  their  opinions, 
when  the  measures  to  which  it  referred, 
came  to  be  considered.  Let  ua  see  the 
cautious,  and,  as  I  consider,  the  guarded 
words  of  the  Speech  on  this  point :  "  You 
are  already  in  possession  of  the  Report 
of  (he  Commission  appointed  to  in- 
qaire  into  the  state  of  the  Municipal 
Coiporations  in  Ireland  ;  and  I  entertain 
(he  hope  that  it  will  be  in  your  power  to 
apply  to  any  defects  and  evils  which  may 
haro  been  shown  to  exist  in  those  institu- 
tiona,  a  remedy,  founded  upon  the  same 
principles  as  those  of  the  Acts,  which 
nave  been  already  passed  for  England  and 
Scotland."  "  I  entertain  the  hope,"  are 
^e' words  of  his  Majesty;  and  to  these 
we  respond,  in  the  Address  to  the  Crown, 
in  theae  terms :  "  We  partake  in  the  hope 
expressed  by  your  Majesty."  "  Oh  I  but 
(exclaims  the  right  hon.  Baronet)  it  is 
wrong  of  the  King's  Ministers  to  entertain 
any  such  hope  :  they  should,  on  the  con- 
trary, declare  that  those  principles  which 
have  been  established  in  England  and 
Scotland — the  principles  of  vigilant  popu- 
lar control  and  responsibility — that  these 
principles,  which  are  in  accordance  (I 
mnst  assert)  with  the  principles  of  the 
British  Constitution,  and  with  all  our 
ancient  laws,  are  totally  inapplicable  to  the 
laws  by  which  Ireland  is  to  be  governed, 
and  that  no  Minister  should  entertain  the 
hope  or  consent  to  partake  in  the  hope  of 
seeing  those  principles  carried  into  oper- 
ation." Sir,  instead  of  embodying  these 
sentiments  in  the  Address  to  tne  Throne, 
we  have  thought  it  the  wisest  course  to 
•ay,  that  wc  do  partake  in  the  hope  of 
seeing  these  principles  carried  into  effect 
in  Ireland.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent 
ns  from  coming  to  that  as  a  sound 
clusicm,  though  the  words,  "  we  entertain 
the  hope  that  it  may  be  in  onr  poi 
ate  snffioiently  cautious  in  excluding  any 
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unqualified  pledge  upon  the  sul^ect.  And 
what  are  these  principles,  for  we  of  course 
make  no  allusion  whatever  to  details? 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  in  his  speech,  baa 
truUi  acceded  to  the  correctness  of  the 
:ws  which  we  have  expressed  on  this 
question;  for  he  has  told  you,  that  the 
regulations  with  respect  to  elections 
under  the  Municipal  Acts  vary,  in  Eng^- 
land  and  Scotland,  In  the  former,  rate- 
payers resident  Tor  a  period  of  three  years, 
are  entitled  to  voU  for  burgesses,  whilst 
in  the  latter  the  qualificatioo  to  vote  is 
confined  to  10/.  householders:  that  in 
England  the  council  recommend  certain 
magistrates  for  the  approval  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  that  on  the  other  hand,  in  Scot- 
land the  choice  of  gentlemen  who,  for  k 
certain  period,  perform  the  functions  of 
magistrates,  is  confined  to  the  electors, 
without  requiring  the  sanction  of  his  M^ 
jesty.  These,  I  agree  with  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  are  questions  of  detail ;  and  when 
it  is  said  in  the  King's  Speech  that  the 
principles  which  are  applied  to  England 
and  Scotland  should  be  also  carried  into 
operation  with  respect  to  Ireland,  it  ia 
quite  clear  that  you  are  not  to  be  bound 
down  to  follow  these  details  I  have  men- 
tioned, by  any  forced  or  implied  acqui- 
escence in  an  opinion  that  precisely  the 
same  provisions  should  be  applied  to  Ire- 
land as  those  embraced  in  the  two  mea- 
sures of  municipal  reform  already  passed ; 
but  it  is  equally  clear  that  you  are  asked 
to  give  your  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
general  principles  of  those  Acts — namely, 
popular  election  and  control  as  opposed 
to  self-election  and  abase — should  be 
made  applicable  to  Ireland  as  well  as  to 
England.  For  the  adaption  of  these  ge- 
neral principles  only,  you  are  required  to 
express  a  hope.  Sir,  I  say,  that  if  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  do  not  partake,  nor  any 
other  hon.  Member,  do  not  partake 
in  that  hope  which  alone  the  King's 
Speech  expresses,  they  may  conuder  tt 
their  duty  fairly  to  express  their  dissent  to 
any  such  doctrine ;  but  I  can  say  for  my- 
self and  my  Colleagues  about  me,  that  we 
are  persoaded  that  these  same  principlei 
may  be  applied  to  the  municipal  govern- 
ment of  the  (owns  of  Ireland.  We  do  not 
merely.  Sir,  entertain  the  hope,  but  we 
entertain  the  conviction  of  the  truth  and 
justice  of  the  assertion,  that  the  time  » 
come  when  the  differences  of  creed  and 
sect  in  that  country  should  not  constitute 
an  impaasahle  barrier  againat  the  admi»- 
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uoo  of  a  \«tgB  and  influential  clui  of  his 
Majeitj't  lubjecU  to  the  enjoymaDt  of  the 
beoefiu  which  muit  result  from  the  e)tab< 
tiikment  of  a  municipal  system  of  Eovern- 
ment  in  that  oountry,  founded  on  tlie  fun- 
damenUl  principles  of  the  British  Consti- 
tution. Entertaining,  as  we  do,  that  con- 
TictioQ,  the  courae  which  we  have  adapted 
on  this  occasion,  is  strictly  in  accordance 
with  that  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
himself  took  in  the  year  1829,  when  the 
question  of  the  Catholic  claims  was  about 
to  be  submitted  to  Farliament,  and  when 
Parliament  was  called  on  in  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  to  enter  on  the  whole 
consideration  of  the  state  of  Ireland,  with 
the  view  to  a  satisfaclorj  adjustment  of 
that  question.  I  maintain  that  every  man 
who  gave  his  vote  in  favour  of  that  Address 
was  much  more  strongly  pledged  in  favour 
of  the  views  of  the  Government  than  the 
present  Address  could  possibly  be  sup- 
posed to  bind  any  hon.  Member  who  may 
support  it,  because  in  the  former  case, 
be  distinctly  and  unequivocally  engaged, 
no  matter  what  his  opinions  might  be  as 
to  the  justice  of  conceding  those  claims, 
to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
in  order  to  consider  them.  Now  I  will 
take  the  liberty  to  quote  a  pass^e  from 
an  address  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  de- 
livered on  a  former  occasion,  not  with  a 
view  of  preferring  any  charge  of  incon- 
sistency between  the  observations  which 
he  baa  delivered  to-night,  and  the  senii- 
meoU  which  he  expressed  at  the  period  to 
which  I  allude,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
submitting  to  the  calm  deliberation  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  House,  a 
passage  of  great  weight  in  itself,  from  the 
wisdom  it  discloses,  and  of  great  individual 
imporUoce,  from  the  fact  of  its  having 

Eroceeded  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
imself.  When  the  Roman  Catholic  Relief 
Bill  was  under  consideration,  the  Council 
of  the  City  of  London  presented  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  with  the  freedom  of  the  city, 
and  upon  that  occasion  it  was,  that  the 
light  hon.  Baronet  thus  addressed  them. 
It  was  to  this  effect;—"  Tbia  Act  of  Par- 
liament will  be  a  dead  letter,  unless  it  be 
enforced  with  the  concurrence  of  the  bodies 
whom  it  affecU,  and,  therefore,  I  make  no 
doubt  that  you  will  hold  out  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship  to  your  Roman  Catholic 
brethren.  I  trust  that  the  effect  of  the 
measare  will  be,  to  restore  harmony  to  all 
parU  of  the  community,  through  a  con- 
T»  of  the  piivikigw  which  will  be 


enjoyed  under  the  British  ConstitatioDf 
without  dislinclion  of  party  or  religion.' 
That  was  the  advice  which  the  right  boa. 
Baronet  gave  the  Corporation  of  the  Citj 
of  London  in  the  year  1829,  with  respeet 
to  the  Catholic  Relief  Bill.  How  is  the 
case  altered  by  the  present  situation  of 
affaira  in  Ireland  ?  Have  these  distinc 
lions  of  party  and  religion  been  utterly 
effaced  in  the  management  of  the  local 
government  of  the  towns  throughout  Ire> 
land  ?  Or  is  it  not  a  fact  which  is  un- 
deniable, that  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
have  been  carefully  and  totally  eiclnded 
from  all  control  over  the  corporate  bodies. 
Well  then,  1  ask,  do  we  not  so  far  break 
down  those  barriers  of  monopoly  and  et- 
clusion  which  exist  in  Ireland,  by  resolving 
that  popular  election  should  carry  into  the 
common  council  of  the  several  towns,  all 
the  men  of  wealth,  respectability,  and 
character,  that  dwell  in  them,  be  their 
creed  or  party  what  it  may.  I  do  think, 
I  acknowledge,  that  it  would  grievously 
disappoint  that  hope  if  the  Amendment  <n 
the  right  ban.  Baronet  were  carried.  I 
do  think,  that  if  instead  of  his  Majesty's 
Speech  (which,  after  all,  be  it  reoolIeclM, 
pledges  you  to  no  more  than  acting  on 
the  same  principles  to  Ireland  that  yoa 
have  done  to  England  and  Scotland),  yon 
omit  the  words  so  often  alluded  to  to- 
night, and  say  that  you  will  merely  en- 
deavour to  amend  what  you  should  atones 
announce  your  willingness  thoroughly  to 
reform,  you  will  bring  on  yoursalvei  a 
suspicion  that  you  are  not  about  to  treat 
Ireland  with  the  same  justice  with  which 
you  have  treated  England  and  Scotland, 
and  that  we  hesitated  to  perfoim  our  parts 
towards  Ireland,  through  apprehension  of 
some  danger  which  has  not  been  very  ac- 
curately defined,  but  which  will  be  inter- 
preted in  Ireland  to  mean  the  danger  of 
destroying  monopoly  and  correcting  abuse. 
Sir,  I  say  then  at  once,  that  having  so 
acted  with  regard  to  England,  having  so 
acted  with  regard  to  Scotland,  and  the 
words  of  the  Address  implying  nothing 
more  than  the  adaptation  of  the  same 
general  principles  to  Ireland,  I,  for  one, 
cannot  consent  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment, particularly  when  I  remember  that 
even  against  the  address  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  when  he  was  Minister  of 
the  Crown,  this  House  resolved  to  go 
further  than  whathe  then  proposed,  and 
actually  expressed  a  hope  (which  was  then 
confinoed  by  a  TOte),  to  see  "  U>e  corpo- 
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rations  refonned  on  principle!  of  Tigilant 
popular  coQtrol."  We  do  not  aow  repeat 
these  worda,  but  when  we  use  otben 
which  imply  the  same  centimeat  as  that 
which  was  formerly  sanctioned  and  ap- 
proved of  by  a  majority  of  this  House,  1 
am  bound  to  declare,  that  in  wisdom,  in 
justice,  and  in  coniistency,  you  ought  to 
adopt  the  words  of  this  Address. 

Lord  St<mley  felt  unwilling;  to  allow  this 
question  to  go  to  a  division,  withoat  say- 
ing  a  few  words  explanatory  of  a  vote 
which,  if  be  were  compelled  to  it,  he  should 
feel  himself  obliged  to  give.  He  came  to 
that  House  with  the  strongest  anxiety, 
which  hadaotyetforaaken  him,  and  a  hope 
even  which  had  not  fortaken  him  up  to  that 
moment — that,  by  a  mntual  agreement  of 
both  parties,  by  a  cautious  avoidance  on 
either  side  of  words  and  expretsio&s  which 
would  lead  to  a  premature  discussion  of 
important  questions,  the  Address  of  that 
House  would  go  npto  his  Majesty  without 
an  Amendment,  and  almost  without  dis- 
cussion ;  because  he  could  hardly  believe 
that  his  noble  Friend  (Lord  John  Russell) 
opposite  should  not,  after  the  speech  which 
he  had  now  uttered,  be  induced  to  follow 
that  example  which,  if  he  did  not  much 
mistake,  bad  been  set  him  by  his  col- 
leagues in  another  House,  of  cheerfully, 
willingly,  and  anxiously  adopting  an 
Amendment  couched  in  the  precise  terms 
in  which  the  Amendment  now  submitted 
was  drawn  up.  He  could  truly  say,  that 
he  came  down  to  that  House,  not  only 
with  an  anxiety  to  assist  his  Majesty's 
Htntsters  in  carrying  the  Address,  if  it 
appeared  to  him  unobjectionable,  but  also 
in  the  entire  ignorance  of  any  determina- 
tion on  the  part  of  any  person  or  party  to 
propose  an  Amendment;  but  he  came 
down  also  with  a  feeling  which  he  never 
lost  sightof  on  any  occasion,  that  the  more 
important  and  the  more  inaierial,  were  the 
questions  to  be  discussed  which  were  al- 
luded to  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
the  more  imperious  was  the  necessity  of 
avoiding  a  partial  and  premature  decision 
on  them.  Why,  if  this  Amendment  were 
material  to  pledging  the  determination  of 
Onvemment  to  the  adoption  of  a  course  of 
conduct  which  they  did  not  consider  desir- 
able—if it  were  material  in  weahening  that 
strong  determination  and  strong  expression 
ofopiniontowhichtheyconceived  they  were 
bound  to  adhere,  he  asked  why  in  nny  place, 
or  on  any  consideration,  they  yielded  to 
ill  adoption;  but  if  the  AmeDdroent  were. 
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only  material  in  so  far  that  it  would  not 
weaken  the  King's  Speech,  or  the  Addresa 
of  his  Ministers,  but  that  it  enabled  thou 
who  were  anxious  further  to  consider  the 
topics  which  it  embraced,  to  join  cheer- 
fully  ia  the  expression  of  loyalty  and  at- 
tachment to  the  Throne  which  sach  an- 
Address  was  meant  to  convey,  he  asked 
on  what  grounds  of  prudence,  reason,  or 
political  wisdom,  his  Majesty's  Ministen 
refused  their  assent  to  the  proposition  ?  If 
they  were  right  in  acceding  to  the  propo- 
sition elsewhere,  they  could  not  be  wrong 
in  allowing  it  to  receive  the  sanction  of 
that  House.  Sir,  continued  the  noble 
Lord,  I  am  sure  that  the  policy  alluded  to 
ought  to  be,  I  am  willing  to  hope  that  it 
is,  the  policy  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers, 
I  hope  that  it  is  their  policy  to  show  and 
secure  by  Iheir  prudence  that  no  difference 
in  expression  of  opinion — that  no  differ- 
ence of  feeling  between  the  two  branches 
of  the  Legislature,  should  be  displayed  on 
such  a  subject,  but  that  they  should  wisely 
and  prudently  act  that  conciliatory  part 
which  should  best  become  them,  if,  with- 
out any  sacrJBce  of  their  own  opinions, 
they  should  yet  so  far  consult  the  dictates 
of  prudence,  and  make  allowance  for 
what  may  be  termed  the  prejudices  of  an 
opposite  party,  as  not  unnecessarily  to 
press  words  which  can  be  of  no  real  im- 
portance. Why,  Sir,  the  bon.  Gentleman 
who  seconded  the  Address  said,  "  1  can 
conceive  no  possible  reason  why,  when  you 
have  dealt  in  a  particular  way  with  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  you  should  not  deal  in 
the  same  manner  with  Ireland."  Sir,  tha 
question  is  now,  not  whether  there  does 
or  does  not  exist  any  reasons  for  dealing 
differently  with  one  from  the  others;  but  tha 
question  is  whether,  without  discnssioa  and 
consideration,  you  are  to  bind  the  House, 
without  deliberating  upon  or  even  hearing 
the  differences  which  are  acknowledged  to 
exist  between  these  countries,  to  take  pre- 
cisely the  same  line,  notwithstanding  the 
different  circumstances  in  which  each  is 
placed.  Have  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
adopted  the  same  course  as  that  which 
they  have  taken  with  regard  to  Municipal 
Reform,  respecting  other  meaaares  which 
have  been  carried  into  effect  in  England 
and  Scotland,  and  are  now  proposed  to  be 
introduced  into  Ireland?  Have  tb^  done 
so  with  respect  to  Poor-laws?  'Thoogh 
the  distinction  has  been  already  pninted 
out  by  the  right  bon.  Baronet  who  moved 
the  Amendment,  yet,  allow  me  again  to 
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Bik,  what  is  the  Ungaage  of  the  King' 
Speech  upon  Bpeaking  of  Poor-laws  ?  Di 
bis  Majesty's  Ministers  at  once  state  that 
a  plan  had  been  tried  in  England,  nhich 
has  proved  eminently  successful,  and  call 
on  yoD,  withoat  further  consideration,  to 
pledge  yourselves  to  deal  with  Ireland,  or 
the  Qnestion  of  Poor-laws,  in  the  ssm< 
manner  that  you  have  dealt  towards  Eng- 
land 7  No  such  thing.  But  why?  For  the 
best  of  all  possible  reasons — because,  as 
statesmen  and  prudent  men,  they  felt 
bound  to  look  at  the  different  circum- 
stances of  the  two  countries — to  the  ma- 
terials they  had  to  work  with — to  the  state 
of  society  in  the  one  and  in  the  other — to 
the  different  effects  which  might,  in  all 
probability,  result  in  the  one  and  in  the 
other,  from  the  adoption  of  one  and  the 
fame  measure.  Consequently,  as  prudent 
and  wise  men  they  have  told  you  that  you 
must  not  be  guided  in  the  discussion  of 
Poor  Laws  for  Ireland  by  the  light  which 
the  experi(;nce  of  the  working  of  them  in 
Ibis  country  supplies;  but  that  the  Ques- 
tion itself,  like  every  other  great  question, 
must  be  dealt  with  in  reference  to  the 
state  of  society  which  it  is  proposed  that 
it  should  effect.  I  admit  that  you  must 
apply  a  certain  remedy  to  the  abuaes  of 
CorporatioDi  in  Ireland;  and  I,  for  one, 
am  disposed  to  go  to  the  root  of  the  evil ; 
but  all  I  ask  of  you  is  not  to  pledge  your- 
selves and  this  House  to  the  remedy  of 
corruption  under  one  stale  of  things,  by 
the  application  of  a  system  which  was  ap- 
plied to  evils  arising  in  a  different  state  of 
society.  The  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
can  hardly  say  that  this  question  was  de- 
cided under  the  sanction  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  tt  is  true  that  a  Bill  for  the 
Reform  of  Municipal  Corporstions  in  Ire- 
land ivas  introduced  during  the  last  Ses- 
sioD  of  Parliament,  in  a  most  able,  tem- 

Eerate,  and  admirable  speech  of  a  right 
on.  Friend  of  mine,  no  longer  a  Member 
of  this  House  (now  Mr.  Justice  Perrin), 
It  was  introduced  on  the  31st  July,  and 
on  the  T2th  August,  tinder  a  pressure  of 
other  bnsiuess,  many  Members  were  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  metropolis,  (and  I  can 
say  for  myself,  that  on  that  very  day  I  was 
engaged  in  the  performance  of  my  duty  as 
Foreman  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  County 
of  Lancashire)  and  when  a  vast  majority, 
wearied  by  a  sis  months'  Session,  had 
cnsed  to  attend  this  House,  then  it  was 
that,  without  diicussion  and  without  con- 
sideFftlion,  I  venture  to  say,  not  only  the 
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second  reading,  but  every  indtviduat 
Clause  was  passed  with  the  haste  of  a 
common  Turnpike  Bill.  You  cannot, 
then,  say  that  you  have  the  sanction  of 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  to  the 
Bill  of  last  Session,  and  I  now  altt^ther 
disclaim  the  possibility  of  adopting  a  Bill 
founded  on  the  same  principles  as  those 
which  are  suited  to  a  totally  different  as- 
pect of  affairs.  1  etk  again,  what  are  those 
principles  to  which  we  are  to  consider 
ourselves  bound  by  the  adoption  of  ibis 
Address?  My  noble  Friend  (Lord  John 
Russell)  says  we  only  "  partake  in  the 
hope"  that  such  a  measure  may  pass, 
but  in  order  to  enlettain  the  hope  we  must 
have  some  welUfounded  conviction ;  nay, 
when  the  House  of  Commons  says,  "  we 
partake  in  the  hope"  that  such  a  mi'asure 
may  be  passed,  we  ought  to  be  satisfied 
almost  beyond  the  power  of  question  that 
we  shall  be  able  to  lulfil  ihe  hope  after  we 
have  expressed  it.  But  do  we  propose 
because  we  prefer  the  language  of  the 
Amendment  to  that  of  (he  Address,  and 
which,  indeed,  if  it  be  pressed  ti>  a  divi- 
sion I  shall  feel  myself  bound  to  prefer — ■ 
do  we,  therefore,  manifest  a  desire  to 
maintain  the  abuses  of  Corporations  in 
Ireland  ?  [Lord  John  Russell :  "  Yes, 
you  do."]  We  do!  I  thought  from  ihe 
tenor  of  my  noble  Friend's  speech  that  he 
either  did  not  hear  or  did  not  properly 
understand  the  terms  of  the  Amendment, 
and  that  supposition  is  confirmed  when  I 
hear  him  now  assert  that  by  supporting 
the  Amendment  we  are  adhering  to  the 
abuses  in  Irish  Corporations.  What  are 
the  words  of  the  Amendment?  "We 
will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  evils  which  are  proved  to 
exist  in  thos^  institutions."  Why?  For 
the  purpose  of  clinging  to  them  ?  for  the 
purpose  of  defending  thein  ?  with  the  view 
of  interposing  between  them  and  all  Re- 
form ?  No ;  but  for  the  purpose  of  "  ap- 
plying such  remedies  as  may  obviate  all 
just  grounds  of  complaint,  aud  insure  the 
mpartial  administration  of  justice."  I 
cannot  conceive  by  what  I  might  call  a 
strange  conversion  of  ideas  how  my  noble 
Friend  should  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  adoption  of  the  Amendment 
pledged  those  who  supported  it  to  an 
approval  of  the  abuses  in  the  Corporations 
of  Irelatid.  I  for  one  am  most  anxioua 
lo  apply  the  most  summary  remedy  to 
tho«e  nbuses.  and  in  some  iusianres  I 
should  be  inclined  to  adopt  the  radical 
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remedy  of  total  extinction  ;  for  I  am  per- 
suaded that  greater  abuses  exist  in  many 

of  the  towns  in  Ireland,  as  to  the  admi- 
nistrHlinn  of  funds  and  (he  exclusive 
system  of  manngenient,  than  prevailed  in 
this  country.  Apply  the  remedy  sum- 
marily and  completely  :  let  not  the  shadow 
or  vcsiige  of  ahuse  remain  ;  subject  your 
councils  to  vigilant  popular  control;  but 
allow  me  to  judge  when  any  measure  is 
brought  forward,  whether  this  or  that 
measure  is  the  most  effectual,  to  do  away 
tvltli  the  corruption  and  the  profligate  ad- 
miiiis'ration  of  funds,  and  the  exclusive 
syKtcm  by  whiu-h  al!  those  of  any  one  par- 
ticular creed  or  persuasion  or  class  Is  re- 
moved from  the  superintendence  of  local 
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affairs,  sir,  there  is  no  man  who  loolt! 
this  Question,  who  must  not  know  and 
feel  It  to  be  a  subject  of  the  deepest  in- 
terest and  vlial  importance  to  the  real 
good  government  of  the  country  —  and 
thnt  there  are  involved  In  the  decision  of 
that  Question  considerations  which  cannot 
be  answered  by  the  stale  phrase  that,  in 
order  to  do  justice  to  Ireland,  we  are  only 
called  on  to  deal  out  to  that  country  the 
same  Measure  of  Reform  as  that  which 
was  passed  for  this  country.  It  Is  unne- 
cessary for  me  to  detain  you  in  discussing 
the  various  topics  comprised  in  the  Speech. 
Tiiere  is  one  point,  however,  on  which  no 
opposition  appears  to  be  entertained,  but 
which  is  couched  In  terms  of  assurance 
and  confidence,  in  which  I  must  confess 
thnt  1  cannot  concur.  It  is  this,  that  we 
shall  come  "  to  a  just,  final,  and  satisfac- 
tory settlement  of  the  Tithe  Question." 
Would  to  God  that  I  could  enlertain  so 
confident  a  hope!  But  T  must  fairly  say, 
that  I  cannot  enlertain  such  a  hope  as 
long  as  you  adhere  to  the  astertion  of  the 
abstract  principle  of  appropriation  (a  prin- 
ciple to  which,  however,  you  must  nosv  be 
considered  pledged);  but  as  long,  I  re- 
peat, as  you  do  keep  that  Question  alive, 
to  a  just,  speedy,  and,  least  of  all,  final 
settlement  of  the  Tlihe  Question,  do  I  not 
look  with  a  confident  hope,  but  in  my 
conscience  I  believe  such  a  consummation 
to  be  altogether  impossible.  I  shall  not, 
however,  trouble  the  House  further  on 
that  question,  but  I  have  risen  now  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  it  to  his  Majesty's  Mi- 
nifiers  whether  they  will  now  pledge  the 
House  to  principles  which  have  not  only 
not  been  affirmed  by  the  Legislature,  but 
when  the  reports  on  which  we  are  to  judge 
are  Dot  in  tha  haadi  of  Members,  and  that 


with  the  exception  of  the  infonnation  to 
be  derived  from  a  small  body  of  local  re- 
ports which  we  have  received,  we  are 
called  to  pledge  ourselves  to  a  settled  plaa 
of  correction  of  abuses  without  knowing 
to  what  extent  they  prevail ;  and  bow  the 
remedies  to  be  applied  to  them  may  an- 
swer their  purpose.  Being  convinced  that 
a  certain  and  entire  Reform  must  be  ap- 
plied to  the  evils  complained  of,  I  must,  if 
driven  (o  a  vote,  vote  against  the  Address, 
only  because  I  am  unwilling  to  pledge 
myself  on  the  one  side  or  the  other,  and 
I  shall  support  the  Amendment  because 
it  pledges  you  to  an  inquiry  into  the  Ques- 
tion with  a  view  of  atTordiug  an  efGcient 
and  complete  remedy.  More  than  this  you 
cannot — you  ought  not  seek — you  cannot 
in  fairness  and  conscience  ask,  when  the 
evidence  is  not  before  us,  and  whea 
the  principles  of  the  intended  Measure  is 
unexplained  ;  for  the  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite will  not  even  tell  us  how  far  they 
mean  us  to  be  bound  by  the  adoption  of 
this  Address.  If  my  hon.  Friend  and  his 
Majesty's  Ministers  had  deliberately  taken 
into  their  consideration  these  Measures  of 
Reform,  which  were  to  be  submitted  to 
Parliament,  and  explained  the  nature  of 
them,  and  the  principles  on  which  they 
rested,  clearly  and  distinctly  to  the  House, 
I  should  have  been  ready  to  express  my 
acquiescence  in,  or  disapproval  of  (hem  ; 
but  I  am  not  prepared  to  bind  myself,  (so 
far  as  Ministers  may  hereafter  think  fit  to 
consider  me  bound)  to  the  approval  of 
principles  which  are  not  specifically  and 
unequivocaUy  laid  down. 

Viscount  Howick  observed  that  the  noble 
Lord  rather  inconstslenlly  expressed  the 
reluctance  which  he  felt  to  the  introduc- 
tion into  the  Address  of  any  amendment, 
and  his  wish  that  the  Address  itself  should 
be  agreed  to  unanimously;  and  yet,  at 
the  same  moment,  called  upon  his  noble 
Friend, notwithstanding  the  reasons  which 
had  been  so  forcibly  stated  by  his  noble 
Friend  for  not  agreeing  to  the  proposition 
of  (he  right  hon.  Baronet,  to  reconsider 
his  deterroinatioR  with  a  view  to  the  aban- 
donmeut  of  the  original  words  in  the  Ad- 
dress, and  the  substitution  of  those  which 
had  been  recommended  by  the  right  hoo. 
Baronet.  He  must  say,  that  the  advice 
thus  given  to  his  noble  Friend  by  tha 
noble  Lord  filled  him  with  considerable 
surprise.  He  was  quite  at  a  loss  to  un- 
dersiaud  bow  the  noble  Lord  could  declare, 
that  it  wu  desireble  to  postpone  bdj  di> 
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roitet  The  principleB  on  whicli  his  noble 
Friend  and  himself  proposed  to  correct 
the  abuses  to  the  Municipal  Corporationi 
Irelaod  nere  the  principles  on  which 
I  Acts  of  last  year  for  correcting  the 
abuses  Id  ihe  MunicipalCorporationsof  En^ 
land  andofScottandnere  founded — namely, 
the  putting  an  end  to  lelf-election,  and  lh« 
introduction  of  popular  control.  They 
proposed  to  legislate  on  tbe  subject  for 
Ireland  on  the  same  principles  on  which 
they  had  already  legislated  for  England 
and  for  Scotland;  and  the  difference 
which  existed  between  the  English  and 
the  Scottish  Acts  afforded  the  strongest 
possible  proofs  that  the  same  principlei 
were  applicable  to  abuses  which  did  not 
exactly  resemble  one  another.  The  prin- 
ciples on  which  his  noble  Fiicnd  proposed 
to  legislate  with  reference  to  the  Municipal 
Corporations  of  Ireland,  were  the  princi- 
ples which  belonged  to  a  free  constitution ; 
and  if  those  principles  were  once  given 
up,  there  would  be  an  end  at  once  to  all 
freedom  in  the  constitution  and  govern- 
ment of  the  country.  The  noble  Lord  had 
thrown  out  one  observation,  although  he 
had  not  followed  it  up,  namely,  that  if  the 
House  adopted  the  words  in  the  original 
Address,  they  would  be  unable  to  agree 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  for  the  cor- 
rectiou  of  the  abases  of  the  Municipal 
Corporations  in  Ireland  which  had  been 
introduced  last  Session  by  an  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  no  longer  a  Menriber 
of  that  House.  Really  this  was  ihe  most 
extraordinary  statement  that  he  had  ever 
heard  made.  He  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  there  was  nothing  objectionable,  and 
that  ought  to  be  departed  from,  in  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  Bill;  but 
most  assuredly  there  was  nolhing  in  the 
declaration  that  the  House  would  proceed 
to  legislate  for  Ireland  on  the  principles 
which  influenced  them  in  their  legislation 
with  reference  to  England  and  Scotland, 
which  could  in  the  slightest  degree  prevent 
them  either  from  adopting  as  it  before 
stood  or  from  malcingany  alterations  they 
might  thinlt  proper  in  the  Bill  of  last  year. 
It  had  been  asked  both  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  and  by  thenohle  Lord,  why,  if  his 
Majesty's  Government  thought  it  right  to 
recommend,  in  the  terms  they  had,  the 
measure  for  the  correction  of  the  abuses  of 
Municipal  Corporations  in  Ireland,  ihe  Ad- 
dress was  differently  worded  with  reference 
to  the  consideration  of  a  system  of  Poor- 
Frieod  had  aniwered  the  ridit  hon.  Ba-  laws  foi  ItelandT  The  smwer  was  easy. 
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vision  in  that  House  antil  the  last  moment, 
and  alio,  that  it  was  desirable  to  cut  up 
fay  the  mots  all  the  abuses  of  municipal 
corporations  in  Ireland,  and  yet  state  in 
the  same  breath  that  he  found  great  dif- 
ficulty in  voting  for  those  words  in  the 
Address  which  had  for  their  purpose  the 
attainment  of  the  latter  object.  The  noble 
lord  bad  eskcd  whether,  if  there  was  any 
aerioua  objection  lo  the  Amendment  pro* 
posed  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  it  was 
probable  that  the  members  of  his  Majesty's 
Government  in  another  place  would 
have  given  their  assent  to  a  similar  pro- 
position? There  were,  perhaps,  reasons 
why  such  a  proposition  should  be  acceded 
to  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  not  acceded 
to  in  that  House.  On  those  reasons  be 
would  not  touch,  because  it  would  not  be- 
come bim  to  depart  from  the  respect 
which  ought  always  to  be  entertained  to- 
varda  the  other  House  of  Parliament,  He 
was  exceedingly  surprised,  however,  to 
bear  the  Amendment  proposed  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  characterised  by  the  noble 
Lord  as  a  trifling  Amendment — aa  one  of 
no  importance  whatever  with  reference  to 
the  real  object  in  question,  lo  the  Ad- 
dress, BS  originally  proposed,  the  House 
declared  their  hope  that  they  might  be 
able  to  apfdy  to  tba  Municipal  Corporations 
in  Ireland,  "  a  remedy  founded  on  the 
same  principles  as  those  of  Ihe  Acts  which 
bad  been  already  passed  for  England  and 
Scotland."  In  expunging  that  declaration, 
which  would  be  formally  voting  that  they 
were  not  prepared  to  apply  to  the  abuses 
of  Municipal  Corporations  in  Ireland  a 
remedy  founded  on  the  same  principles  as 
thoK  of  the  Acts  which  had  been  already 
passed  for  England  and  Scotland,  that 
House  would  give  up  their  first  and  best 
claim  to  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the 
people  of  Ireland;  and,  in  a  single  mo- 
ment of  indecision,  would  do  more  to 
weaJten  the  union  between  the  two  coun- 
tries (a  nnion,  to  the  maintenance  of  which 
both  the  noble  Lord  and  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  professed  themselves  to  be  eo 
warmly  attached)  than  could  be  effected 
in  yean  In  other  and  ordinary  means 
The  noble  Lord  asited  what  were  the  prin' 
ciples  on  which  the  Acts  that  had  been 
passed  for  correcting  the  abuses  of  the 
Municipal  Corporations  of  England  and 
Scotland  were  founded?  He  would  an 
■wer  the  noble  Lord  in  two  words.  Hi 
would  answer  the  noble  Lord  as  his  noble 
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on  which  the  English  and  Scotch  Acti 
nere  founded — the  putting  an  end  to  self- 
election  and  the  introduction  of  popular 
control— would  corae  under  the  descrip- 
tion comprehended  in  the  words  of  the 
AddresB,  as  they  now  stood.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  said,  he  was  afraid  of  the 
operation  of  those  principles  in  Ireland, 
Why  did  not  the  right  hon.  Baronet  pro- 
pose the  repeal  of  that  part  of  the  Reform 
Bill  which  related  to  Ireland?  Why  did 
not  the  right  hon.  Baronet  propose  the  re* 
enactment  of  ihe  penal  laws  in  Ireland  7 
If,  however,  the  House  of  Commons  was 
prepared  to  extend  the  principles  of  the 
Constitution  to,  and  establish  free  principles 
of,  gOTernment  in  Ireland,  they  would 
support  the  words  of  the  Address  as  they 
originally  stood.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
hud  not  followed  up  the  observations  to 
which  he  (Lord  Howiclc)  alluded,  with  any 
personal  insinuations  and  taunts  against 
the  hon.  and  learned  member  for  Dublin, 
fact,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  too 


Two  years  ago  an  English  Poor-law  Bill 
was  passed,  for  the  correction  of  evils  in 
the  condition  of  the  poor  in  England  and 
Wales,  nolonly  different  from,  but  exactly 
opposite  to,  the  evils  in  the  condition  of 
the  poor  in  Ireland.  That  Bill  went  to  the 
correction  of  evils  which  had  no  exist- 
ence in  Ireland.  On  the  contrary,  with 
respect  to  the  Municipal  Corporations  in 
Ireland,  the  abuses  in  those  Corporations 
were  similar  in  characterlo  the  abuses  which 
had  existed  in  the  Municipal  Corporations 
in  England  ;  and  the  principles  on  which  it 
was  desirable  lo  put  an  end  to  the  abuses 
in  Ireland,  formed  the  basis  of  the  mea- 
sures which  had  been  adopted  for  putting 
an  end  to  ihe  abuses  in  England  and 
Scotland.  He  owned  dint  with  the  opi- 
nion which  he  entertained  of  the  value 
end  importance  of  the  principles  in  ques- 
tion, it  was  with  pain  he  heard  some  of  the 
concluding  observations  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  h  was  very  true  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  not  stated  any  thing 
the  subject    very    specific  ;   but    hi 


much  tact,  he  knew  too  well  the  taste  and 
id  the  tone  in  which  he  uttered  '  feeling  of  the  House  on  such  subjects  to 
them,  mu^it  have  forcibly  strucli  every  one  '  follow  up  his  observations  with  any  of 
who  heaid  the  right  hon.  Baronet  declare  j  those  vulgar  and  petty  attacks  on  the 
thnt  "  If  the  result  of  the  propositions  '  honourable  and  learned  Member  for 
which  were  to  be  maderespecting  Ireland  j  Dublin,  in  which  anonymous  acribblers 
was  likely  lo  bind  more  clnsely  the  union  :  In  newspapers  were  prone  to  indulge, 
between  the  two  countries,  if  the  result  of  The  right  hon.  Baronet  knew  better.  But 
those  proponitions  was  likely  to  be  10  secure  I  he  could  very  easily  construe  the  insinua- 


peace  and  good  government  in  Ireli 
one  would  be  more  happy  to  support 
proposilionsthan  himself;  but  knowing  to 
what  hands  power  in  Ireland  was  given, 
knowing  what,  in  such  hands,  the  result 
might  actually  be,  he  was  not  prepared  at 
once  lo  acquiesce  in  the  measures  pro- 
posed." Did  the  House  see  how  much 
was  implied  in  this  statement?  Did  the 
House  see  that  it  involved  tiiis  most  start- 
ling proposition, — that  as  respected  Ire- 
land, the  British  Constitution  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  remain,  or  where  it  was  not 
already  so,  that  it  ought  to  be  made,  a 
dead  letter?  Did  Ihe  House  see  that  it 
involved  the  declaration  that  liberty  was  a 
luxury  which  the  Irish  people  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  to  enjoy?  Such  was  the  ob- 
vious, the  evident  meaning  of  the  words 
which  had  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet. Let  it  he  recollected  that  the  pre- 
sent was  not  a  question  of  detail.  Every 
clause  of  any  bill  which  might  be  intro- 
duced upon  ihe  subject  would  be  open  to 
discussion  and  amendment.  Any  bill 
which   embodied  the  two  great  principles 


no  tion  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  limited  sa 
it  was  in  expression.  He  knew  very  well 
what  was  implied  in  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net's remark,  and  would  not  affect  to  mis- 
understand it.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
meant  to  allude  to  the  power  possessed  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin 
in  Ireland.  Did  he  deny  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  actually  possessed 
great  power  in  Ireland  ?  He  was  not  thers 
to  apologize  for  the  manner  in  which  that 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  lometimea 
exercised  that  power.  On  the  contrary, 
he  had  frequently  reprobated  such  an  ex- 
ercise. It  could  not  be  supposed  that  he 
(Lord  Howick)  entertained  towards  that 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  any  persoual 
regard ;  the  manner  in  which  that  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  bad  acted,  and  the 
language  which  that  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  used  towards  one  of  his 
nearest  and  dearest  connexions  could 
never  be  forgotten,  and  forbade  the  possi- 
bility of  the  existence  of  any  personal 
regard  on  his  part  towards  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin.    But  wu 
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that  a  reason  why  he  should  deny  that  the 
hon,  and  learned  GeDtleman  possessed 
great  poner  in  Ireland?  And  was  the 
possesjion  of  that  power  by  the  hoa.  and 
fearaed  Gentleman  to  induce  him  (Lord 
Howick)  to  refuse  to  give  to  the  people  of 
Ireland  measures  founded  on  the  principles 
of  liberty?  And  who  end  what  was  it  that 
had  given  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Dublin  the  power  which  he  possessed  ? 
Had  it  been  given  by  [hose  who  sat  on  the 
ministerial  or  by  those  who  sat  upon 
(he  other  side  of  ihe  House  ?  Was  not  the 
acquisition  of  that  power  mainly  attribut- 
able to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  himselfand 
his  friends,  who,  year  after  year,  refused  to 
petitions  those  rights  which  tliey  subse- 
quently with  abject  timidity  yielded  to 
iDtimiclation  ?  Wua  it  his  noble  Friend 
who  had  given  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Dublin  his  power,  or  was  it  the 
tight  hon.  Baronet,  who,  in  the  very  act 
of  general  emancipation,  introduced  a 
clause,  directed  against  the  hon.  and 
li>arned  Gentleman  personally,  and  thereby 
bound  the  people  of  Ireland  to  him,  and 
induced  them  to  consider  him  as  a  martyr 
to  their  cause;  and  by  this  vaio  and  impo- 
tent attack  upon  an  individual,  made  the 
Imperial  Legislature  cover  itselfwhh  dis- 
giace?  Was  that  the  aclof  his  Majesty's 
present  Ministers?  But  whoever  might 
have  conferred  the  power  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  now  possessed, 
and  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  so  much 
dreaded,  that  power  ought  not  to  be 
assigned  as  a  reason  for  refusing  to  grant 
to  ihe  people  of  Ireland  whatever  justice 
and  policy  required.  It  was  a  bad  symp- 
tom of  the  poliiical  condition  of  any 
country  when  any  individual  was  able 
to  obtain  go  extensive  a  power  over  the 
minds  of  the  people  as  that  possessed  at 

f resent  over  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
reland  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Dublin.  But  the  false  condition  in 
which  Ireland  stood  in  that  respect  was 
occasioned  by  the  couise  which  had  been 
pursued  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  and 
his  friends.  The  present  unfortunate  state 
of  the  public  mind  in  Ireland  wns  caused 
by  the  system  of  governing  Ireland  as  a 
dependant  colony,  which  we  were  at 
liberty  to  oppress  at  our  pleasure.  The 
only  mode  of  curing  Ihe  evil  was  by  doing 
full,  fair,  and  impartial  justice,  and  by 
trusting  to  time  and  reason  for  the  remo- 
val of  those  prejudices  which  at  present 
were  to  dtepij  rooted.    NotbiDg  coul j  be 


worse,  nothing  could  be  more  injurious, 
than  to  fall  back  (which,  if  the  House 
adopted  the  Amendment  proposed  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  they  would)  on  the 
system  which  had  been  for  so  many  years 
pursued.  He  called  upon  the  House, 
therefore,  to  adhere  to  the  original  Address. 
The  only  pledge  that  they  were  called  upon 
to  give  was,  that  they  would  legislate  for 
Ireland,  as  they  had  legislated  for  England 
and  Scotland,  on  the  real  and  sound  prin- 
ciples of  the  British  constitution. 

Lord  Dudley  Sluarl :  Sir  I  am  not 
going  to  discuss  the  Amendment  proposed 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Tamworth.  I  think  his  arguments  have 
been  triumphantly  refuted  by  those  who 
have  spoken  on  this  aide  of  ihe  House. 
But  while  I  do  not  feel  (he  objections 
which  he  entertains  to  the  AdJress,  my 
duty  does  not  permit  me  to  expiess  un- 
qualified satisfaction  with  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne.  This  Speech  has  been  looked 
for  with  anxious  expectation  by  the  peo- 
ple, not  only  of  thi>  country,  but  oF  the 
whole  civilized  woild,  eager  to  see  what 
direction  our  foreign  pnlicy  is  to  lake.  I 
wish  I  could  discover  in  it  anything  calcu- 
lated  to  satisfy  those  who  are  nnxious  for 
the  preservation  of  the  balance  of  power 
in  Europe,  who  are  desirous  to  gee  the 
dignity  of  England  mainlain^d  by  the  en- 
forcement of  treaties  to  which  t.he  is  a 
parly,  and  her  interests  secured  by  the 
repression  of  the  designs  of  the  Levinthan 
of  the  North  and  of  the  E.ist,  by  which 
her  security  is  threatened  and  ihe  liberties 
of  Europe  endangered.  For  a  long  time 
there  has  been  a  growing  apprehension  of 
the  increasing  power  of  Russia ;  great 
alarm  is  felt  that  the  independence  of 
Turkey  is  more  than  threatened  ;  that  the 
strongest  and  most  important  political  and 
military  position  in  the  world  is  in  danger 
of  passing  from  hands  friendly  to  us  into 
those  of  a,  power  which  we  cannot  but 
regard  with  the  utmost  jealousv.  People 
knovr  that  if  these  ahinns  are  not  with- 
out foundation,  then  that  there  is  danger 
to  our  commerce,  danger  to  our  political 
station  in  Europe,  danger  to  our  Indian 
possessions,  dans^er  to  all  our  best  and 
most  essential  interests.  This  uneasiness 
It  not  conGned  to  one  party  or  to  one 
class,  but  pervades  men  of  all  opinions, 
and  extends  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 
This  feeling,  augmented  lately  by  the 
reviews  at  Kalisch  and  the  conferences  at 
ToBplitz,  hu  been  nttde  more  intense, 
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while  there  have  been  added  to  it  those 
ofindignaiion  and  disgust  by  the  speech 
of  the  Emperor  Nicholas  at  Warsaw;  a 
speech,  which,  while  it  is  shocking  to  hu- 
manity, from  the  spirit  of  savage  tyranny 
which  it  evinces,  is  insulting  to  England 
anil  to  Europe,  by  the  contempt  of  irealies 
vhich  it  expresses,  I  should  have  thought 
that  on  this  solemn  occasion  Ministers 
would  have  fell  it  incumbent  on  them  to 
advise  the  King  to  use  some  expressions 
calculated  to  allay  ihe  general  uneasiness, 
not  by  slurring  over  and  pretending  not  to 
perceive  the  causes  of  it,  but  by  indicating 
an  intention  to  remove  them.  I  should  have 
thought  that  they  would  have  fell  it  im- 
perative on  ihem  to  put  into  his  Majesty's 
mouth  some  words  to  make  it  plain,  that 
in  the  violation  of  those  treaties  his 
Majesty  did  not  acquiesce.  I  cannot 
think  that  in  omitting  to  do  so  they  have 
discharged  their  duty  to  this  country  and 
to  Europe.  His  Majesty  has  referred  with 
expressions  of  satisfaction  (a  satisfaction 
I  am  sure  participated  by  the  whole 
country)  to  the  intimate  union  now  hap- 
pily  subsisting  between  this  country  and 
France.  In  this  respect  his  Speech  is  an 
echo  to  that  lately  delivered  by  the  King 
of  the  French.  Why  is  there  no  echo  in 
our  address  to  those  nohle  sentiments  and 
sound  opinions  so  manTully  expressed  in 
the  Address  of  the  Chamber  of  Depu- 
ties in  favour  of  the  nationality  of  Poland? 
Why  do  we  not  cement  with  the  French 
people  our  bond  of  amity,  by  showing  that 
we  participate  in  their  feelings  for  the 
brave  and  the  unfortunate,  and  that  we 
are  not  behind  them  in  the  determina- 
tion to  maintain  our  dignity  and  provide 
for  our  security,  while  at  the  same  time 
we  satisfy  (he  feelings  of  humanity,  and 
obey  the  dictates  alike  of  true  policy  and 
of  justice?  The  only  consoling  part  of  the 
Speech,  with  a  view  to  foreign  policy,  is 
that  which  announces  the  intention  of 
his  Majesty  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  an 
increase  of  his  naval  force.  If,  at  the  same 
time  that  this  force  was  called  for,  we 
heard  an  announcement  of  a  firm  deter- 
mination to  repress  Russia  whenever  the 
attempted  to  encroach  —  then,  indeed, 
I  should  think  there  were  grounds  for 
aatt^faclion.  Why  do  we  not,  in  concert 
with  those  whose  interest  is  similar  to  our 
own,  in  concert  with  France  and  with 
Austria,  who  have  long  perceived  the 
tlanger  which  threatens  them,  and  are 
only  wftitirg  fgr  maaifeit  proofi  that  Bug;- 
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land  is  at  length  awake  to  it  —  mhj  do 
we  not  take  such  measures  as  may  be 
necessary  not  only  for  the  welfare  of  this 
country  but  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
independence  of  Europe?  The  right  bon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Tamworth  faai 
spoken  of  the  moral  obligation  of  pre- 
serving peace,  except  when  war  is  re- 
quired for  the  honour,  or  for  some  essen- 
tial interests  of  England.  In  those  opin- 
ions I  fully  concur.  But  deprecating, like 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  horrors  of  war, 
acknowledging  the  moral  obligation  of 
preserving  peace,  anxious  (o  spare  the  ex- 
penditure of  blood  and  of  treasure  nhicb 
war  must  occasion,  and  believing  that  the 
only  way  of  averting  it  is  to  show  that  we 
are  not  afraid  of  it,  while  we  are  still  in  a 
situation  to  wage  it  with  certain  and  im- 
mediate success,  and  not  perceiving  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne  any  clear  indica- 
tion of  an  intention  to  pursue  that  coarae, 
I  am  bound  to  express  the  dissatisfaction 
with  which  it  fills  me.  So  strongly  do  I 
feel  upon  the  subject,  that  up  to  a  late 
period  it  was  my  intention  to  move  aa 
Amendment  to  the  Address.  If  1  have 
relinquished  that  intention,  it  is  not 
because  my  opinion  is  altered,  not  because 
I  am  apprehensive  of  meeting  with  little 
support,  for  the  contrary,  I  am  sure,  would 
have  been  the  result,  but  solely  from  my 
desire  not  to  embarrass  the  Government, 
and  not  to  do  that  which  in  the  opinion  of 
those  whom  I  felt  bound  to  consult  would 
be  likely  to  weaken  the  position  of  Minis- 
ters. In  the  general  principles  of  the  Go- 
vernment I  cordially  concur,  I  believe  that 
it  is  for  the  advantage  of  the  country  that 
those  now  in  power  should  continue  to 
govern  it,  for  I  believe  that  they  will 
steadily,  honestly,  and  fearlessly  pursue 
the  path  of  Reform  on  which  they  have 
hitherto  proceeded,  and  thereby  satisfy 
the  just  expectations  and  the  legitimate 
wishes  of  the  country.  Sooner  than  ex- 
pose such  a  Government  to  any  manner  of 
risk,  there  is  scarcely  any  sacrifice  which 
I  would  not  make.  For  these  reasons, 
and  for  these  alone,  I  have  with  much 
reluctance,  and  not  without  many  sent* 
pies,  determined  to  relinquish  my  inten- 
tion of  moving  an  Amendment.  But  in 
doing  so  I  reserve  to  myself  the  full  right 
of  bringing  the  subject  of  it  under  the 
notice  of  Parliament.  I  intend  to  exer- 
cise that  right  on  the  earliest  possible 
occasion,  I  am  sure  the  Ministers  will 
feel  bound  to  assist  me  ia  finding:  a  daj 
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when  the  subject  may  meet  witb  Tull  and 
ample  discusiion.  I  be^  leave  to  read  to 
the  House  the  notice  which  I  have  put  on 
the  books,  which  is,  on  Tuesday,  the  16th 
of  February — "To  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  effect  on  British  interests, 
of  the  position  Russia  has  occupied,  and 
the  policy  she  pursues." 

Viscount  Palmenton  said,  that  if  his 
noble  Friend,  when  he  made  up  his  mind 
to  abstain  from  pressing  the  Amendment 
which  he  had  originally  intended  to  offer 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  thought 
the  grounds  upon  which  he  did  so  were 
such  as  ought  to  influence  the  conduct  of 
those  who  were  favourable  to  the  Govern- 
ment— if  his  noble  Friend  felt  that  it  was 
proper  for  any  person  who,  generally 
speaking,  approved  the  policy  of  the 
present  Ministry  to  take  a  step  calculated 
to  produce  anything  like  a  division  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Liberal  party  in  the  House  on 
the  first  night  of  the  Session — if  that,  as 
his  noble  Friend  had  stated,  was  the 
ground  upon  which  he  abstained  from 
pressing  his  Amendment,  he  (Lord  Pal- 
merston)  did  not  think  that  that  which 
had  passed  since  the  House  had  assembled 
— he  did  not  thinit  that  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  other  Amendment  had  been 
proposed,  or  the  bearing  which  that 
Amendment  had — would  lend  in  the 
slightest  degree  to  alter  the  confidence  of 
bis  noble  Friend  in  the  propriety  of  the 
decision  he  had  come  to.  For  when  his 
noble  Friend  saw  that  the  House  was 
going  to  divide  upon  a  question  involving 
B  matter  of  no  less  importance  than, 
whether  Ireland  should  continue  to  be 
governed  upon  the  same  principles  as 
hitherto  —  whether  those  principles  of 
constitutional  freedom  and  of  public  re- 
sponsibility which  had  been  so  beaeficially 
carried  into  effect  in  this  country,  and  so 
much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people, 
were  to  be  extended  to  Ireland,  or  to  be 
refused  to  the  Irish  nation  —  when  his 
noble  Friend  found  that  the  House  was 
about  to  divide  on  a  Question  upon  which 
the  Liberal  party  would  vote  on  one  side, 
and  those  who  were  opposed  to  Liberal 
measures  would  vote  on  the  other  —  he 
thought  his  noble  Friend  would  congratu- 
late himself  that  he  had  not  taken  any 
Btep  calculated  to  occasion  a  difference  o' 
opmion  amongst  those  who,  on  that  occa- 
sion, ought  to  stand  firm  and  fast  by  encV 
other.  His  noble  Friend  found  fault  with 
\m  Hsjettjr'i  Speech,  n  raruU  related 
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to  Foreign  Affairs.  He  thought  that 
Ministers  ought  to  have  advised  the  King 
to  have  spoken  in  a  more  firm  and  decided 
and  explicit  manner,  with  respect  to  the 
relations  of  this  country  with  foiei^O 
nations,  and  with  regard  to  the  principles 
of  policy  upon  which  the  Government  was 
prepared  to  act  with  respect  to  the  affatii 
of  Turkey,  and  other  foreign  .Stales.  If 
his  noble  Friend  would  direct  his  attention 
to  the  course  which  had  usunlly  been 
pursued  in  framing  the  speeches  of  the 
Crown,  he  thought  his  noble  Friend  would 
find  that  the  objection  he  had  made  was 
not  jnslly  applicable  to  the  Speech  deli- 
vered on  the  present  occasion.  Speeches 
delivered  from  the  Throne  at  the  begin- 
ning ofa  Session  did  not  profess  toconiaia 
a  general  annunciation  oF  ihe  whole  sys- 
tem of  policy,  which  a  Gnvcrnment  in- 
tended to  pursue.  Speeches  fiom  the 
Throne  generally  alluded  only  lo  events 
which  had  happened  since  the  previous 
Session— to  measures  immediately  about 
to  be  proposed  by  the  Government,  or  to 
matters  still  pending  and  undecided. 
When  his  noble  Friend  thought  that 
Ministers  ou^ht  to  have  so  asserted  in  the 
King's  Speech  the  inlenlion  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  uphold  the  indeppndence  of 
Tuikey,  he  would  only  beg  to  refer  hii 
nobleFfiend  to  speeches  upon  former  occa- 
sions delivered  from  the  Throne,  in  which 
the  assertion  which  his  noble  Friend 
required  was  put  forward  in  ihe  ctexrest 
and  most  explicit  terms.  His  nolile 
Friend  would  find  that  on  the  2^lh  of 
August,  1833,  at  the  close  of  the  Session 
of  that  year,  the  King  slated  in  hii  Speech 
that  the  hostilities  whirh  had  dijlurbed 
the  peace  of  Turkey  had  been  terminated  : 
"  and  you  may  be  assured,"  said  his 
Majesty,  "  that  my  attention  will  be  care- 
fully directed  to  any  events  that  may 
affect  the  present  stiite  and  future  inde- 
pendence of  that  empire."  Again,  on  the 
4lh  of  February,  1834.  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Session  tlie  Speech  from  the 
Throne  contained  the  following  paragraph  : 
— '•  The  peace  of  Turkey  since  the  set- 
tlement which  was  made  with  Mehemet 
All  has  not  been  interrupted,  and  will  nut, 
I  trust,  be  threatened  wiih  any  new  dan- 
ger. It  will  be  my  object  to  prevent  any 
change  in  the  relations  of  that  empire  with 
other  powers  which  may  affect  lis  future 
stability  or  independence."  The  Govern- 
ment of  England,  therefore,  had  already 
declared  its  determinatioa  to  watch  over 
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the  affiiiri  of  Turkey  with  the  view 
maintaining  the  independence  of  that 
country,  in  a  roanner  suHicientiy  explicit 
nal  lo  require  any  repetition  on  the  present 
occasion,  unless  since  the  last  Session 
events  had  occurred  which  threatened  new 
danger  to  the  Porte,  and  tlierefore  called 
for  B  fresh  declaration  on  the  part  of  thi 
Governmentof  England.  Nosuch  events 
had  happened;  and,  therefore,  he  con- 
tended that  it  was  perfectly  consistent  will: 
a  full,  fixed,  and  settled  determination  oe 
the  part  of  the  Government  of  England  lo 
pursue  with  respect  to  Turkey  the  policy 
which  had  been  declared  in  previous 
Speeches  from  the  Throne,  perfectly  con- 
sistent with  that  determination  that  Mi- 
nisters should  not  have  adviiied  the  King 
to  make  any  mention  of  Turkey  id  his 
Speech  on  the  present  occasion.  With 
respect  to  the  question  of  Poland,  also,  he 
■hoitid  say  that  the  silence  of  the  Speech 
upon  that  subject  could  not  be  considered 
by  his  noble  Friend  as  implying  any  indif- 
ference to  the  treaties  by  which  the  dif- 
ferent Powers  of  Europe  had  settled  the 
destinies  of  that  country  ;  or  the  slightest 
intentloi)  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
or  England  to  acquiesce  in  any  infiinge- 
ment  of  those  treaties,  if  any  infiinge- 
meni  had  taken  place,  or  might  hereafter 
take  place.  He  thought,  thererore,  that 
when  his  noble  Friend  came  to  look  at 
what  had  been  said  on  former  occasions, 
and  when  he  considered  what  was  the 
general  tenour  of  Speeches  delivered  from 
the  Throne  at  the  commencement  of  a 
Session,  he  would  not  find  in  the  framing 
of  the  present  Speech  ai>y  ground  for  a 
diminution  of  the  contidence  ^hich  he  had 
expressed  in  the  present  Administration, 
But  as  his  noble  Friend  had  slated  that  he 
meant  specifically  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  subject  of  Poland  on  a 
future  occasion,  he  should  best  consult  the 
convenience  of  the  House  by  dvvclling  no 
longer  upon  the  topic  that  night.  He 
could  not,  however,  refrain  from  making 
some  remarks  upon  whnt  fell  from  the 
light  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Robert  Peel)  upon 
that  part  of  the  Speech  which  related  to 
foreign  ail'.iirs.  In  doing  so,  he  begged  in 
the  first  place  to  sav,  that  he  had  heard 
with  great  pleasure  some  of  the  observa- 
tions which  were  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  They  were  remarks  which  in  his 
estimation  did  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
great  credit,  and  which  be  naturally  ex- 
pected to  beat  from  one  who  had  filled  the 
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high  situation  which  the  rig^t  hon. 
Baronet  not  long  ago  occupied.  Tho 
righthon.  Baronet  had  that  night  expressed 
sentiments  which  did  honour  to  bim  indi- 
vidually, and  which  he  (Lord  Palmerston) 
was  glad  to  find  held  by  a  person  who  had 
Blled  the  highest  ofGce  in  the  State,  and 
who,  peradventure,  might  be  called  upon 
to  do  so  again.  It  was  satisfactory  to  find 
that,  however  parties  in  that  House  might 
differ  upon  questions  either  of  domestic  or 
foreign  policy,  there  were  some  points  upon 
which,  at  least,  both  parties  were  disposed 
to  agree.  He  was  glad  to  hear  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  express  his  satisfaction  at 
learning  that  there  continued  to  be  an 
intimate  alliance  and  union  between  this 
country  and  France — he  was  glad  to  hear 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  say  that  the  main- 
tenance of  that  union  must  greatly  con- 
tribute to  the  preservation  of  peace — he 
was  glad  to  hear  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
say  that  he  looked  forward  to  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  countries  as  a  pledge  of  the 
maintenance  of  that  union,  and  as  a  means 
of  making  it  more  firm.  He  was  glad  to 
hear  those  sentiments  coming  from  the 
right  hoQ.  Baronet,  and  he  was  glad,  also, 
that  those  sentiments  had  been  cheered 
by  the  Gentlemen  who  sat  around  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  because  it  had  been 
bis  own  lot  to  express  similar  sentiments, 
in  that  House  which  were  received 
by  the  Gentlemen  opposite  with  a  cheer 
of  a  very  different  character,  and  convey- 
ing a  meaning  of  a  very  different  descrip- 
tion from  that  which  he  had  heard  from 
them  that  evening.  It  had  fallen  lo  fail 
lot  to  be  Uunted  by  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  when  he  had  expressed  his  sense 
of  the  value  of  the  alliance  between 
France  and  England.  He  had  been  told 
that  he  was  sacrificing  the  interests  of 
England  for  the  sake  of  French  alliance 
— that  the  Government  ought  to  pursue 
an  independent  system  of  national  policy, 
and  not  lo  abandon  the  interests  of  Eng- 
land in  deference  to  the  Government  of 
any  foreign  power.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, however,  had  given  expression  to 
juster  sentiments.  In  those  sentiments 
he  (Lord  Palmerston) cordially  concurred; 
and  he  hailed  it  as  a  good  omen  to  the 
policy  of  this  country,  that  it  should  be 
known  to  foreign  nations,  that  whatever 
changes  might  take  place  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  England,  whatever  party  might 
be  destined  to  bold  the  reins  «f  Gomn' 
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ment,  no  clianfe  would  take  place  in 
those  fundatnental  principles  of  foreign 
policy  by  which  (he  ancieot  hostility  which 
too  long  sobsisted  between  this  country 
and  France  was  now  converted  into  a 
friendship  destined,  as  he  belicTed,  to  be 
lasting  and  sincere.  He  was  glad  also, 
and  he  concurred  with  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet in  thinking,  that  the  peace  of  Europe 
was  founded  upon  the  improTement  of 
moral  feeling  in  the  different  countries  of 
which  Europe  was  compoied — that  it 
rested,  not  merely  as  some  persons  sup- 
posed, upon  a  want  of  pecuniary  means 
to  make  war,  bnt  that  there  had  gradually 
grown  up  in  all  the  countries  of  Europe 
a  pnblic  opinion  in  some,  in  others  a  sys- 
tem of  government,  so  that,  for  the  Tature, 
every  means  of  arrangement  would  be  ex- 
hansted,  whenever  differences  of  opinion 
or  conflicting  interests  arose,  before  re- 
course would  be  had  to  the  last  arbitra- 
tion of  arms.  He,  therefore,  thought  that 
they  were  justified  in  stating  that  there 
was  at  present,  more  than  ever,  a  well- 
founded  ground  to  expect  that  the  peace, 
which  now  happily  existed,  would  not  be 
disturbed.  Ministers  might,  he  thought, 
take  to  themselves  some  degree  of  credit 
for  the  existing  state  of  things  in  Europe, 
because,  undoubtedly,  when  they  took 
charge  of  the  adminisCnttion  of  the  coun- 
try in  1830,  there  was  no  one  who  could 
have  believed  that  peace  could  have  been 
preserved  till  the  time  at  which  they  were 
then  speaking.  No  man  could  have 
thought  that,  at  this  period,  peace  would 
not  merely  be  preserved,  but  be  placed  on 
a  foundation  growing  every  day  more  ex- 
tensive and  more  firm.  Upon  these  points 
be  concurred  entirely  in  the  opinions  of 
the  riF;ht  hon.  Baronet;  and  he  was  glad 
to  find  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  so  fully 
approved  of  that  portion  of  the  King's 
Speech.  The  right  hon.  Baronet,  how- 
ever, wishing  to  introduce  the  real  differ- 
ence of  opinion  which  led  to  the  proposal 
of  the  amendment  by  some  differences  of 
opinion  upon  that  part  of  the  Speech 
which  related  to  Foreign  Affairs,found  fault 
with  the  Government  for  that  which  he 
should  not  have  expected  would  have  been 
made  a  ground  of  attack.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  fonnd  fault  with  them  for  follow- 
ing a  precedent  which  he  had  set  himself. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  fonnd  fault  with 
the  Ministers  for  staling,  in  the  King's 
Speech,  that  the  coune  pursued  by  the 
OoTltnment  of  Spain  fattd  been  piadeot 
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end  vigorous,  and  inspired  them  with  hopes 
of  a  speedy  termination  of  the  war.  He 
must  deny  that  the  Government  had  fol- 
lowed, in  that  respect,  the  precedent  set 
by  the  Government  of  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  a  Member.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  alluded  to  the  Speech  de- 
livered from  the  Throne  in  1830,  ia 
which  the  Government  of  that  day  men- 
tioned with  praise,  the  enlightened  policy 
of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands.  He 
maintained  that  there  could  not  be  any 
two  things  more  entirely  dissimilar  than 
the  Speech  of  1S30,  and  the  Speech  now 
under  discussion.  The  Government  of 
1630  praised,  as  enlightened  policy,  a  po- 
licy which  led  to  the  rooted  discontent  of 
the  nation  to  which  it  was  applied,  and 
brought  about  the  separation  of  Belgium 
from  Holland.  The  Government  of  the 
present  day,  praised  the  prudent  and  vi- 
gorous policy  of  the  Queen  of  Spain, 
which  had  re-united  the  greater  part  of 
the  Spanish  nation  in  allegiance  to  the 
sovereign,  which  had  brought  back  into 
concert  with  the  Government,  all  those 
separate  juntas  which  some  months  ago 
divided  the  nation,  and  were  prepared  to 
resist  the  authority  of  the  Queen,  which 
had,  therefore,  produced  a  union  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  kingdom,  and  which,  he 
trusted,  at  no  very  distant  period,  would 
establish  the  authority  of  the  Queen  in 
every  part  of  her  dominions.  But  what 
did  the  Government  of  1830?  They 
praised  the  enlightened  conduct  of  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands — they  praised  it 
with  reference  to  a  revolution  which  had 
just  taken  place,  and  with  the  words  of 
praise  still  trembling  on  their  tongues, 
they  entered  into  a  course  of  proceeding, 
the  very  first  object  of  which  was  to  effect 
a  permanent  division  of  the  kingdom  of 
the  prince  whose  conduct  they  had  praised. 
That  was  the  way  in  which  tbcy  showed 
their  sense  of  the  enlightened  policy  of 
the  King  of  the  Netheriands.  The  pre- 
sent Government,  on  the  contrary,  praising, 
as  they  did,  the  prudent  policy  of  the 
Spanish  Government,  had  entered  into  a 
treaty  to  support  the  government  of  the 
queen,  and  were  pursuing  measures  ia 
conformity  with  the  articles  contained  in 
the  treaty.  And  it  was  for  pursuing 
those  measures  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
censured  them  for  interfering  in  the  affairs 
of  a  foreign  slate.  But.however  just  th« 
general  principle  might  be  that  one  nation 
sbould  not  inteifere  in  the  intcnml  or  ith 
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mestic  affairs  of  another  >late,  the  histor; 
of  the  world  was  Tull  at  ioBtaDcea  in  nhich 
national  interest  overpowered  the  opera- 
tion of  that  principle,  and  in  vhich  foreign 
countries  had  formed  alliances  for  the  pur- 
poae  of  influencing  the  course  of  political 
eTeots  in  another  ;  and  nhea  one  looked 
back  at  the  history  of  Spain,  it  seemed 
strange  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  should 
have  selected  that  country  as  the  nation 
above  all  others  with  which  England  should 
not  interfere  for  the  purpose  of  deter- 
mining who  should  be  its  sovereign.  He 
should  have  thought  that  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would 
have  told  him  that  British  interference 
there,  was  not  entirely  without  a  prece- 
dent;  and  if  it  could  be  shown,  as 
he  thought  it  could,  that  the  Government 
was  pursuing  on  this  occasion  the  same 
course  of  policy  that  was  pursued  in  the 
early  part  of  the  last  century,  when 
England  opposed  the  pretensions  of 
the  House  of  Bourbon  to  the  Throne 
of  Spain,  no  one,  he  apprehended, 
would  charge  them  with  interfering  in  a 
manner  inconsistent  with  the  interests 
of  En^and,  or  not  perfectly  justifiable 
by  the  laws  of  nations.  Then  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  stated,  that  some  further 
explanation  ought  to  have  been  given 
with  respect  to  the  proposed  increase  of 
the  naval  force.  His  noble  Friend  had 
justly  stated,  that  a  country  like  this, 
the  defence  of  which,  and  the  protection 
of  whose  cotnmerce,  chiefly  rested  upon 
its  naval  force,  ought  not  to  allow  that 
naval  force  to  fall  below  the  strength  of 
the  naval  force  of  neighbouring  nations; 
and  consequently  it  was  no  indication  of 
any  suspicion  of  hostile  intentions  on  the 
part  of  any  other  Power,  to  say,  that  the 
present  naval  force  of  England,  in  the 
existing  circumstances  of  the  world,  and 
compared  with  the  naval  force  of  other 
nations,  was  not  such  as  it  ought  to 
bei  it  was  no  expression  of  jealousy 
of  any  other  Power— no  indication  of 
hostile  intentions  on  the  part  of  any 
foreign  State,  if,  under  such  circum- 
stances. Ministers  came  down  to  Parlia- 
ment and  proposed  a  certaia  increase  in 
the  naval  force  of  this  country.  He 
maintained  that  the  great'  object  of  a 
nation  with  regard  to  its  foreign  relations, 
was  the  maintenance  of  peace,  the  up- 
holding the  honour  of  the  country,  and 
the  protection  and  extension  of  its  foreign 
comnMce,    With  regard  to  the  muDien- 
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ance  of  peace  during  the  administratioD  of 
the  present  Government,  facts  spoke  suf- 
ficiently for  themselves.  With  regard  to 
the  upholding  the  honour  of  the  country, 
he  thought  that  the  best  test  of  whether 
countries  or  individuals  were  properly 
upholding  their  own  honour  was,  when 
they  found  other  countries  or  persons 
applying  to  them  on  matters  in  which 
their  honour  also  was  concerned.  When, 
therefore,  it  was  found  that  poverrul 
nations  were  willing  to  accept  the  media- 
tion of  England  on  matters  which  con- 
cerned their  honour,  he  thought  that  the 
Ministers  might  be  justly  entitled  to 
affirm,  that  they  bad  maintained  peace 
without  any  dereliction  of  honour,  and 
that  the  respect  paid  to  England  by  the 
other  nations  of  the  world  had  gone  on 
increasing  instead  of  diminishiug.  With 
regard  to  our  foreign  commerce,  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
seconded  the  Amendment,  sufficiently 
proved,  that  at  least,  under  the  present 
administration  of  affairs,  the  channels  of 
foreign  commerce  had  not  been  narrowedi 
nor  the  facilities  of  our  merchants,  in  the 
transaction  of  business  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, at  all  diminished.  It  bad  been  the 
object  of  the  Government  by  treaties  of 
commerce,  and  by  the  exertion  of  its  whole 
influence,  to  extend  and  enlarge  the  com- 
merce of  the  country — to  open  new  chan- 
nels wherever  they  could  be  found,  and 
to  render  more  commodious  and  secure 
those  which  had  previously  existed.  He 
confessed  it  was  with  the  greatest  regret 
that  he  heard  the  Amendment  proposed 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  stated,  that  it  was  not  fair 
or  just  to  ask  hon.  Members  to  commit 
themselves  on  that,  the  first  day  of  the 
Session,  upon  a  Bill  which  had  not  yet 
been  considered — which  was  brought  in 
only  at  the  end  of  the  last  Session— upon 
which  great  difference  of  opinion  might 
exist,  and  which  ought  to  be  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  every  Member 
fairly,  and  without  the  fetter  of  any  pre- 
liminary pledge.  He  must  be  allowed  to 
say,  that  it  wag  putting  a  most  strange 
and  forced  interpretation  upon  the  words 
of  the  Address,  to  contend,  that  they 
pledged  any  roan  to  anything  except  that 
general  principle  which  had  been  stated 
by  bis  noble  Friend,  namely,  the  principle 
of  applying  to  the  Corporations  of  Ireland 
that  system  of  popular  election  and  vigi- 
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■0  eS^toal  in  England  nnd  Scotland, 
and  which  in  bolh  countries  had  been 
attended  with  such  beDeGctal  resnlts. 
Perhaps  when  he  said,  attended  with 
beneficial  results,  the  proposition  might 
not  leceive  the  same  ready  assent  on 
one  side  of  the  House  as  on  the 
other;  because,  when  it  was  found  that 
out  of  the  Town-councils  that  had 
been  elected  under  the  new  system 
so  many  had  expressed  confidence  in 
the  present  Administration  —  so  many, 
as  one  of  their  first  acts,  had  sent  up 
Addresses  to  the  Crown,  expressing;  confi- 
dence in  the  Government  by  which  the 
Municipal  Corporation  Bill  of  last  year 
was  proposed  and  carried,  and  a  wish  that 
that  Government  should  remain  in  power 
— perhaps  it  was  not  unnatoral  that  there 
rai^ht  be  Gentlemen  in  the  House  who 
wonld  not  wish  to  sec  the  same  stale  of 
things  extended  to  Ireland,  where,  if  a 
similar  principle  of  popular  election  and 
popular  control  were  extended,  it  was 
possible  a  similar  expression  of  sentiment 
might  take  place,  which  to  some  indi- 
viduals he  could  easily  conceive  would  be 
neither  convenient  nor  agreeable.  But 
he  conceived  that  that  was  not  a  ground 
upon  which  the  Houae  of  Commons  would 
act.  He  conceived  that  it  was  not  a  fit 
ground  for  the  deliberation  of  that  House, 
to  be  told,  that  if  they  carried  a  certain 
measure,  the  justice  of  which  was  not 
denied,  the  expediency  and  propriety  of 
which  was  not  disputed— it  was  not,  he 
said,  a  fit  ground  for  their  deliberation,  to 
be  told,  that  if  they  carried  such  a  measure 
they  would  be  throwing  power  into  the 
hands  of  this  man  or  of  that.  He  con- 
tended, that  the  House  of  Commons  ought 
not  to  legislate  opon  such  personal 
grounds.  In  legislating  for  this  great 
country  they  ought  to  look  only  to  what 
was  just  and  right,  without  regard  or 
favour  to  individuals,  and  they  should  not 
be  deterred  from  doing  justice  to  a  great 
nation,  because  they  felt  from  the  present 
temper  of  the  people  of  that  nation — from 
peculiar  circumstances,  for  the  creation  of 
which  some  party  or  other  must  be  deeply 
responsible — power  might  for  the  moment 
be  placed  in  hands  in  wliich  it  might  not  be 
wished  to  remain.  The  Address  in  Jlspresent 
shape  pledged  no  man  to  anything  that  was 
unfair;  for  be  should  like  to  see  any  man 
get  up  and  say,  that  the  House  ought 
not  to  apply  to  the  Corporations  of 
Ireland  the  principle  of  popular  election 
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and  Tigilant  popular  control.  If  there 
were  any  such  Gentlemen  in  the  Hoase, 
and  if  those  were  the  groandson  which 
they  resisted  the  Address  and  determined 
to  vote  for  the  Amendment,  be  wished 
them  to  say  so.  He  wished  the  House  to 
understand  the  Question  on  which  they 
were  going  to  vote.  It  was  not  a  Ques- 
tion of  unfair  pledging,  because  the  Ad- 
dress pledged  them  to  nothing  except  a 
principle  which  he  had  not  yet  heard  any 
man  venture  to  deny.  It  left  every  man 
at  full  liberty,  when  the  Bill  was  brought 
in  to  discuss  every  Clause  of  it,  and  to 
object  to  any  part  that  might  not  please 
him.  But  what  it  did  seek  to  pledge  the 
House  to  was,  what  he  thought  the  House 
could  not  too  soon  consent  to  pledge 
Itself  to — namely,  the  extinction  of  all 
differences  between  England  and  Ireland, 
and  a  full  extension  of  the  principles  of 
the  Constitution  indiscriminately  to  both ; 
to  place  the  same  confidence  in  the  people 
of  Ireland  that  had  already  been  placed  in 
the  people  of  England  and  Scotland ;  to 
give  to  the  people  of  Ireland  the  same 
interests;  to  allow  them  the  same  control 
in  the  management  of  their  own  affairs ; 
to  cease  to  treat  them  as  a  proscribed  and 
excluded  class;  and,  finally,  to  cease  to 
treat  tliem  as  exceptions  to  the  British 
Constitution,  was  the  principle  of  the 
paragraph  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
proposed  to  change.  He  repeated,  there- 
fore, that  there  was  nothing  in  the  Ad- 
dress which  any  man  who  entertained  a 
just  view  of  the  system  on  which  the 
Government  of  this  Empire  ought  to  be 
conducted,  could  for  a  moment  hesitate  to 
agree  to.  If  tbere  were  any  man  who 
entertained  another  opinion — who,  reject- 
ing this  part  of  the  Address,  and  adopting 
the  Amendment,  wished  not  merely  to 
keep  himself  free  upon  the  Question,  but 
had  formed  a  determination  to  follow 
up  the  Amendment  by  voting  against  the 
principle  on  which  the  Corporation  Bill) 
of  England  and  Scotland  had  been 
fonnded — if  there  were  any  such,  he  beg- 
ged him  to  tell  the  House  and  Goretn- 
ment  plainly  what  his  meaning  was,  so 
that  all  might  understand  what  the  Ques- 
tion was  on  which  they  were  going  to 
vote.  The  Question  once  thoroughly  un- 
derstood, he  had  not  the  slightest  doubt 
aa  to  what  the  decision  of  the  House 
would  be.  He  said  that  the  Address  and 
the  Amendment  left  every  one  equally  at 
hlierty  to  deal  with  the  Bill  when  it  wi| 
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brought  farwaid  Bccording  to  iti  merits, 
but  as  the  Address  did  pledge  the  House 
to  important  general  principles,  which  the 
AtnendmeDt  might  tend  by  implication  to 
Degative,  he  trusted  that  all  those  who 
thought  that  aoy  Bill  ought  to  be  brought 
in  estendiogto  the  Corporations  of  Ireland 
the  principles  of  popular  election  and 
popular  control  would  vote  for  the  Address, 
and  that  none  would  vote  for  the  Atnend- 
ment  except  those  who  were  really  of 
opinion  Uiat  it  was  dangerous  to  allow  the 
towns  of  Ireland  to  elect  their  own  Coun- 
cils ;  that  it  was  dangerous  to  subject  the 
acts  of  Irish  Corporations  to  popular  con- 
trol; and  who,  approving  of  the  existing 
state  of  things  in  that  country,  were  willing 
to  sacrifice  the  interests  of  a  great  nation, 
and  to  inflict  a  gross  injustice  upon 
8,000,000  of  men. 

Mr.  Hardy  would  not  detain  the  House 
for  more  than  a  very  few  moments.  The 
nobleLordwhohadjuslsatdownhad  slated 
that  the  question  on  which  the  House  was 
about  to  divide  was,  whether  Ireland 
■hould  be  governed  on  free  principles  or 
not.  He  denied  however  that  that  was 
the  question  under  debate;  because  the 
noble  Lord  would  not  pretend  to  say  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  were  not  at  this 
moment  free.  Let  them  have  no  talk  of 
tyranny  in  Ireland  when  every  man's 'life 
and  property  in  that  country  was  safe, 
except  against  the  pestilence  that  walketh 
in  darkness.  The  Amendment  proposed 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  not  pre- 
vent Ministers  from  adopting  any  princi- 
ple they  might  think  tit  when  they  pro- 
posed their  measure  of  Municipal  Reform 
for  Ireland  ;  whilst  on  the  other  hand  the 
Address  as  it  then  stood  would  pledge  the 
House  to  the  adoption  of  exactly  the  same 
principal  of  Municipal  Reform  to  be  ap- 
plied to  Ireland  as  that  which  had  already 
been  applied  to  England  and  Scotland, 
whilst  it  was  possible  that  the  widely  dif- 
ferent state  of  Ireland  might  render  a  Bill 
proceeding  upon  a  somewhat  difFerent 
principle  necessary.  He  agreed  with  the 
noble  Lord  (Lord  Stanley)  that  perhaps 
the  most  effectual  mode  of  Reform  would 
be  to  sweep  the  Corporations  of  Ireland 
away  altogether.  The  noble  Lord  oppo- 
kite  had  taken  great  credit  to  himself  for 
the  measure  of  Municipal  Corporation 
Reform  which  he  had  canted ;  but  before 
the  noble  Lord  began  to  chuckle  over  his 
offspring  he  should  see  how  it  worked. 
He  ibould  SKntRia  Uow  far  it  was  an  im- 


provement to  substitute  one  form  for 
another;  and  the  hon.  Member  who 
seconded  the  Address  might  be  appealed 
to  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether 
some  of  the  old  Corporations — Sheffield, 
for  instance — of  which  his  father  was  an 
honoured  Member — were  not  quite  as  re- 
spectable and  altogether  as  efficient  as 
any  of  the  new  creations.  With  respect 
to  the  observations  of  the  noble  Secretiry 
for  Foreign  Affaira,  he  (Mr.  Hardy)  felt 
called  on  to  say  that  his  observations 
were  more  calculated  to  injure  than  serve 
the  cause  he  had  espoused,  It  had  been 
asserted  that  the  Government  did  not 
come  over  to  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublio ;  but  that 
they  had  acted  independently.  It  was  a 
singular  sort  of  independence,  to  say  the 
least  of  it.  They  had  been  told  long  be- 
fore that  the  Whigs  now  were  not  Whigs ; 
their  present  conduct  with  reference  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin 
satisfactorily  proved  it.  That  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  advocated  and 
urged  the  adoption  of  the  Appropriation 
Clause  in  the  Tithe  Bill  of  1834;  and  on 
that  occasion  the  noble  Lord  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  now  in  the 
other  House,  had  opposed  it ;  yet  in  the 
very  next  Session  the  noble  Lord  and  the 
Government  of  which  he  formed  a  part 
came  forward  and  proposed  it  themselves. 
If  that  was  not  going  over  to  the  policy 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dub- 
lin he  (Mr.  Hardy)  did  not  know  what  the 
words  "going  over"  meant.  In  IS34, 
they  had  opposed  the  hon.  Member  for 
St.  Alban'smotion,  and  thehon.  and  learn- 
ed Member  for  Dublin's  suggestion  ;  yet, 
in  1835,  they  adopted  it,  and  brought  for- 
ward a  measure  of  which  it  formed  the 
principal  feature.  Anxious  as  he  felt  for 
every  feasible  Reform  in  the  Municipal 
Corporations  of  Ireland,  he  was  by  no 
means  prepared  to  give  his  support  to 
men  who  exhibited  so  much  instability 
and  such  dereliction  of  principle.  He  was 
resolved  not  to  give  a  premature  pledge 
on  the  subject,  and  he  should,  therefore, 
vote  for  the  Amendment.  If  the  passage 
in  the  Address  which  the  Amendment  was 
framed  to  meet  were  expunged,  that  would 
not  prevent  Ministers  from  having  the 
power  of  introducing  any  measure  on  the 
subject  they  chose  in  the  course  of  the 
Session.  In  objecting  to  the  Amendment 
they  were  sacrificing  the  substance  to  the 
form.    He  would  (ire  «very  congidenUoB 
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and  aupport  to  any  roesBure  vhich  would 
have  tbe  effect  of  ersdicatiog  abases  in 
the  Maaicipal  CorporatioDs  of  Ireland  ; 
but  he  could  never  coDsent  to  any  mea- 
■ure  which  would  give  greater  power  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin 
than  that  which  he  already  possessed,  and 
increase  the  tytanny  he  aiieady  exercised 
in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Ward  could  honestly  aMure  the 
House  that  he  had  not  the  slightest  iutea- 
tion  at  the  commencenient  of  the  debate 
to  obtrude  himself  upon  them.  The  tone 
of  moderation  adopted  by  tbe  rjg^ht  hon. 
Baronet  led  him  to  hope  that  this  discLS- 
■ion  might  terminate  in  an  amicable 
manner.  He  was,  however,  delighted  to 
■ee  that  it  bad  at  last  assumed  its  proper 
character.  Me  was  delighted  to  hear  the 
boo.  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  Hardy) 
put  the  question  upon  a  mare  real  and 
honest  footing.  The  hon.  Member  dis- 
claiming all  those  professions  of  modera- 
tion of  which  tbe  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  composed,  declared  dis- 
tinctly that  to  his  unreasonable  apprehen- 
sions of  the  power  of  one  individual  in 
Ireland  he  would  sacrifice  every  thing  like 
that  justice  which  wa*  due  to  the  Irish 
people.  This  was  ihe  question.  He 
would  not  have  hon.  Gentlemea  who  had 
been  taunting — out  of  the  House,  where 
they  knew  they  could  not  be  met  by  con- 
tradiction or  exposure — those  independent 
Members  who  supported  the  present  Go- 
vernment with  having  formed  an  un- 
principled coalition  and  conspiracy,  and  of 
truckling  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Dublin,  think  that  they  were  to  avail 
tbemselres  of  this  discussion  to  persuade 
the  country  that  the  principles  which 
they  professed  here  were  really  the 
principles  which  were  the  rule  of  their 
condncU  The  hon.  Member  for 
Bradford  had  put  the  question  upon 
a  proper  footing.  He  denied  justice 
to  Ireland— because  he  would  not  estab- 
lish a  tyranny  in  the  person  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin.  [Mr. 
Hardi/ :  I  did  not  say  any  such  thing.] 
This  was  of  a  piece  with  the  language 
which  had  been  held  by  tbe  party  press, 
and  by  the  party  themselves  wherever  they 
had  had  an  opportunity  to  express  their 
opinions  during  the  last  six  months. 
Never  had  there  been  an  attempt  by  any 
political  party  or  by  any  party  press  to 
run  down  an  individual  made  to  such  an 
extent  as  bad  been  made  by  tbe  Tories 
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and  the  Tory  Press  to  run  down  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin.  Every- 
thing connected  with  the  party  which  that 
hon,  and  learned  Gentleman  represented, 
everything  connected  with  their  namfl 
and  fame — things  the  most  sacred  and 
most  holy — had  been  made  the  subjecu 
of  the  most  disgraceful  scurrility — by  tha 
organsof  the  Tory  party.  The  House  had 
been  told  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
that  they  were  not  responsible  for  the 
language  of  that  portion  of  the  presi 
which  was  in  their  interest.  He  trusted 
that  no  party  spirit  could  by  any  possi- 
bility plant  such  sentiments  as  had  been 
expressed  by  that  portion  of  the  press  in 
the  breasts  of  Englishmen.  If  the  parties 
who  applied  such  language  to  eight  mil- 
lions of  their  Irish  countrymen,  after  read- 
ing, as  he  bad  done,  the  Reports  of  the 
Irish  Poor  Law  Commissioners  describing 
the  complication  of  miseries  to  which 
thousands  of  them  were  exposed,  many 
a,bsolutely  starving  in  the  midst  of  plenty, 
men,  their  wives,  and  children  sinking 
under  their  sutferings,  and  yet  abstaining 
from  all  violence  to  the  property  surround- 
ing them,  and  seeking  only  that  consola- 
tion in  this  world  which  their  religion 
aflbrded — if  ihose  parties  who  vilified  the 
clergy,  administering  such  consolation, 
denied  that  the  religion  they  taught  waa 
embued,  and  deeply  embued,  with  the 
spirit  of  Christianity,  then  he  would  say 
those  men  knew  not  what  tbe  spirit  of 
Christianity  was.  He  knew  not  whether 
the  pledge  to  which  tbe  right  hon.  Baronet 
objected  in  the  Address  might  have  been 
avoided — or  whether  a  more  general  ex- 
pression might  or  might  not,  in  the  first 
instance,  have  been  used  ;  but  the  question 
was  whether,  having  given  that  pledge, 
and  having  distinctly  professed  that  we 
were  ready,  as  the  representatives  of  Eng- 
land, to  give  to  Ireland  the  benefit  of  the 
same  principle  which  we  were  enjoying  la 
our  own  country,  we  should  now  as  dis-  ' 
tinctly  withdraw  that  pledge.  If  a  majority 
of  that  House  were  prepared,  as  he  be- 
lieved they  were,  to  apply  tbe  same  prin- 
ciple of  Municipal  Reform  to  Ireland  as 
had  been  applied  to  England  and  Scotland, 
and  which  had  given  such  unqualified 
satisfaction  to  the  people — if  a  majority 
were  prepared  to  go  to  that  extent,  he  did 
not  conceive  how,  without  stultifying 
themselves,  they  could  retrace  their  steps. 
He  ihongbt  it  was  a  question  of  substance, 
.  and  not,  at  tbe  hon.  Member  for  Bradford 
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hid  ndd,  «  men  mattei  of  ftina.  A>  long 
u  his  Majeity'i  OoverDoient,  who  bad 
adviBed  hu  Mnjesty  lo  iDtroduce  that 
pledge  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
would  lUnd  foriraid  and  sapport  the 
coum  whkb  ibey  had  h  advised,  he 
could  amre  them  that  the;  might  reckon 
upon  the  flrm  snppoit  of  every  inde- 
pendent man  in  the  Houie. 

Colonel  Sibthor^  was  no  party  man — 
•nd  that  he  was  as  independent  as  tbebon. 
Member  for  St.  Alban's,  or  any  ban.  Mem- 
ber in  the  House.  He  bad  the  highest 
respect  for  his  Majesty,  but  he  could  not 
support  the  Address.  He  should  vote  for 
the  Amendment,  because  a  more  moderate 
one  could  not  be  introduced-^ad  because 
be  had  the  greatest  confidence  in  the 
light  bOR.  Baronet  who  proposed  it.  The 
noble  Lord  opposite  and  bis  colleagues 
kneir  tbet  they  were  now  paying  the  most 
abject  submission  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Hember  for  Dublin,  without  whose  power- 
ful support  and  alliance  tbey  would  be 
very  quickly  ejected  from  their  places. 
This  Uey  knew  well ;  for  there  was  not 
half  BO  much  talent  among  the  whole  Ad- 
ministration as  there  was  in  that  bon.  and 
learned  Member, 

Mr.  O'Conmll  did  not  want  any  ex- 
cuse for  protracting  the  discussion,  because 
the  question  before  them  was  one  interest- 
ing in  the  highest  degree  to  the  people  of 
Ireland.  It  was  a  question  whether  the 
House  of  Commons  was  really  doing  in- 
justice to  that  country — whether  it  was 
disposed  to  continue  injustice,  or  whether 
it  would  express  a  hope  of  treating  Ireland 
as  England  and  Scotland  had  been  treated. 
That  was  the  question.  He  knew  right 
well  that  there  were  many  in,  and  many 
out  of  Ireland,  who,  though  they  would 
not  dare  to  declare  that  they  would  re- 
fuse to  do  her  justice,  though  they  were 
uhamed  to  tay  they  would  perpetuate  the 
injuaiice  now  done  to  her,  were  yet  ready 
enough  to  consummate  the  effect.  England 
had  never  done  justice  to  Ireland.  Never. 
Ireland  had  obtained  concessions  from 
England — nay,  she  bad  eitoited  some 
recent  measures  of  justice  from  her,  mea- 
sures which  had  been  refused  by  men  upon 
principle,  and  afterwards  conceded  bylhem 
gainst  their  own  avowed  principles.  The 
right  bon.  Baronet  bad  talkeo  to  night 
about  not  exactly  understanding  what  was 
meant  by  principle.  He  believed  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  That  right  hon. 
wntleman  had  for  yean  been  the  advocate 


upon  a  Christian  principle  of  that  policy 
of  exclusion  which  was  so  long  directed 
against  Roman  Catholics,  but  he  yielded 
to  the  Catholics  when  they  were  strong 
enough  to  make  it  prudent  that  he  shonid 
resist  no  more.  Concessions  to  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  of  Ireland  were  never 
made  till  their  demand  became  irresistible, 
and  here  was  he  now  again  calling  for 
justice  to  Ireland.  There  was  a  coalition 
to  night — not  a  base  or  unprincipled  one, 
God  forbid  !  but  an  exceedingly  natural 
coalition  between  the  right  bon.  Baronet 
(the  Member  for  Tamworlb)  and  the 
noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  North  Lan- 
cashire. It  was  a  perfectly  natural,  but 
it  was  an  imprompfu  coalition.  The  noble 
Lord  bad  not  the  least  notion  of  taking  a 
part  in  this  debate  when  he  came  down  to 
night,  or  of  seating  himself  where  he  now 
sat.  [Lord  Stantej/  uiat  sitting  tuxt  lo 
Sir  Robert  Peel  on  the  front  seat  ^f  the 
Oppotition  henches.'l  He  knew  the  noble 
Lord's  candour  and  fair  dealing,  and 
having  told  the  House  of  the  sudden  in- 
spiration  which  induced  him  to  take 
part  against  Ireland,  he  most  potently 
believed  the  noble  Lord,  because  he  well 
knew  that  the  noble  Ix>rd  required  no 
preparation  to  induce  him  to  vote  against 
the  interests  of  bis  unfortunate  country. 

tOh,  oh,  from  ths  Opposition  banchei,} 
le  thanked  tbem  for  that  groan,  it  was 
just  of  a  piece.  He  regretted,  that  he  bad 
been  drawn  at  once  into  arguing  upon  the 
principle  of  the  question,  for  be  could  have 
wished  to  dwell  upon  thatSpeech  which  had 
been  graciously  delivered  from  the  Tbrone 
this  day.  He  should  like  to  have  gone 
into  details,  and  to  have  pointed  to  the 
many  excellent  amendments  to  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  country  which  that  Speech 
hinted  at.  I^st  Session,  indeed,  they 
were  told,  that  many  reforms  were  in- 
tended for  Ireland.  They  bad  tbem  in 
words,  and  nothing  more.  But  thb 
Speech  speciSed  distinctly  many  excellent 
practical  measures;  and  if  the  Speech 
should  be  worked  out  fairly  and  honestly 
in  detail,  he  was  thoroughly  convinced, 
that  this  country  would  not  require  any 
further  ameliorations  in  its  institutions, 
but  would  become,  in  reality,  the  envy 
and  admiration  of  the  world.  He,  there- 
fore, hailed  that  Speech.  It  was  not,  at 
it  was  said  King's  Speeches  generally  were 
—a  multiplicity  of  words  to  conceal  a 
paucity  of  things — that  Speech  had  mora 
things  than  voids.    It  pomted  out  tnaity 
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uai,  mmy  great  piincipIeB  which  onlj  re- 
quired lo  be  adopted  in  practice  to  be  most 
■alulary,  not  only  to  tnis  nation,  but  to 
the  vhole  world.  He  would  not  detain 
the  House  by  anylengtbened  remarksupon 
that  Speech,  but  be  would  just  remind 
them  that,  while  rejoicing  in  the  cordial 
connexion  that  existed  between  France  and 
this  country^  bis  Majesty's  Ministers  clearly 
and  distinctly  abstBincd  from  eicitiu^  the 
slightest  supposition  that  they  approved  of 
any  Ministry  propounding  an  alteration  of 
law  for  the  suppression  of  public  liberty — 
and  for  putting  an  end  to  public  discus- 
lion — which,  as  individuals,  they  might 
reprobate,  and  which  they  did  reprobate, 
but  which,  as  Statesmen,  they  had  pro- 
perly abstained  from  introducing  into  that 
Speech,  He  wanted  to  know  whether 
there  was  any  statesman  who  would  get 
up  in  that  House,  and  would  express  his 
approval  of  that  act  of  the  Government 
of  France.  It  might  be  done  out  of  that 
House,  but  the  Government  had  wisely 
abstained  from  doing  any  thing  of  the 
kind,  and  had  contented  themselves  with 
expressing  their  exultation  that  France 
and  England  stood  together  for  the  main- 
tenance of  those  principles  that  were 
essential  to  national  independence,  aud 
public  liberty.  The  Speech  then  alluded 
to  Spain.  We  were  the  allies  of  the 
Queen  of  Spain.  Don  Carlos,  however, 
had  some  allies  amongst  us — not  bound 
by  treaty — no — against  treaty,  but  bound 
by  inclination.  Who  were  those  allies? 
Why,  some  of  the  purest,  most  strictly 
regulated,  and,  to  use  a  common  phrase 
ID  Ireland,  which  he  did  not  mean  to 
apply  offensively,  most  bitter  Protestants 
in  this  House  were  allied  with  Don  Carlos, 
who  wished  to  re-establish  the  inc|uisition, 
and  who  was  most  observant  of  the  cere- 
monies belonging  to  the  established  reli- 
gion of  Spain,  and  who  was  now  waging 
war  t^inst  bis  own  country.  That  war 
oueht  to  be  put  an  end  to.  Two  or  three 
Bntish  battalions  would  soon  put  an  end 
to  it.  Yes;  their  appearance  would  put 
an  end  to  it.  Let  them  be  placed  under 
their  able  and  gallant  leader — and  he  dis- 
ciplined by  him,  and  they  would  soon  be 
able  to  destroy  the  tyrannical  power  of 
Don  Carlos  in  that  country.  He  knew, 
that  parties  prevailed  there — that  one 
party  cried  out  for  liberty,  and  another  for 
religion ;  and  that  each  party,  by  their 
lets,  disgraced  the  cause  which  they 
Mpouied.    Legalized  murden  were  per- 
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petrated  on  the  one  side,  and  maaucies 
on  the  other ;  and  he  equally  deprecated 
the  horrible  cruelties  of  the  one  party, 
and  detested  the  spirit  of  despotiam  and 
tyranny  of  the  other,  by  which  they  each 
endeavoured  to  carry  their  purposes  into 
effect.  Another  part  of  the  Speech  he 
delighted  to  read.  It  related  to  the  Pro- 
testant Dissenters.  It  told  them  that  they 
were  about  to  |et  real  and  substantial 
relief,  and  that  m  their  marriagei,  their 
burials,  or  their  baptisms,  no  cleigymaa 
of  the  Established  Church  was  to  inter- 
fere ;  and  it  held  out  to  them  the  hops 
of  relief  from  pecuniary  exactions.  H« 
would  not  dwell  any  longer  upon  these 
topics.  He  had  said  enough  to  show 
that  the  principle  of  that  Speech  was  the 
principle  of  civil  and  religious  liberty; 
and  he  came  again  to  the  question  of  he- 
land.  He  had  met  large  bodies  of  men 
ia  that  country,  who  were  anxious  to 
secure  again  lo  Ireland  a  distinct  Legisla- 
ture. "Die  English  in  theii  strength  here, 
might  mock  at  the  Irish  spirit  that 
cherished  at  its  heart's  core  the  desire  for 
a  National  Legislature,  Tbey  knew  not 
the  feelings  of  others ;  they  who  boasted, 
as  they  ought  to  do,  of  the  name  of  Eng- 
lishmen, and  who  would  rather  die  than 
receive  law  from  another  people,  oh,  let 
them  give  Irishmen  the  privilege  of  loving 
their  native  land !  The  desire  for  a 
National  Legislature  lived  and  breathed  in 
Ireland;  and  here  he  was  who  animated 
it  as  far  as  he  could.  And  why  T  Because 
he  saw  there  no  hopeof  justice  to  Ireland? 
because  twenty-nine  years  after  the  Union 
Ireland  was  not  a  province,  but  a  piti- 
ful  colony  of  the  empire.  Hardly  /orty 
Members  of  the  United  Kingdom  could 
he  kept  together  to  pass  the  routine 
business  of  Ireland.  Yes,  the  Irish  did 
feel  that  England  did  not  do  them  justice. 
They  looked  back  to  the  pages  of  history, 
and  they  found  that  England  never  did  do 
Ireland  justice.  The  English  Govern- 
ment encouraged  factions.  When  the 
religion  was  the  same,  there  were  English- 
men by  birth  against  Englishmen  horn  in 
Ireland — Irishmen  within  the  pale  and 
without  the  pale. 

"  Iptus  Hibeniis  HitraniiotM  " 
"  Afterwards  came  the  Reformation,  and 
you  raised  the  standard  of  God;  you 
raised  the  sword  of  the  Lord  and  of  Gi- 
deon ;  you  passed  your  SKibboleth—joa 
deluged  Ireland  in  blood  and  devastated 
it  till  the  land  became  a  witdemeM.  I^cn 
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eune  tbe  Treaty  of  Limerick.  A  more 
honourable  convention  was  never  entered 
into:  a  more  dishonourable  violation  of  a 
treaty  never  yet  was  recorded.  Emanci- 
pation at  length  came.  We  stood  disen- 
thralled ;  and  to  that  extent,  we  stood 
upon  an  eqaality  with  you.  What  had 
been  done  since?  Yon  have  reformed 
yonr  own  boroughs ;  but  the  noble  Lord 
Stood  between  us  and  the  same  measure 
of  reform  for  Ireland.  He  restricted  it 
as  much  as  possible,  and  be  urged,  as  a 
reason,  that  it  would  increase  the  power 
of  "  individuals."  Well,  did  he  diminish 
the  power  of  those  individuals  ?  No ;  he 
augmented  it  considerably.  He  was  the 
author  of  that  power.  Thmgs  would  have 
gone  on  in  the  constitutional  channels, 
and  that  power  would  have  been  absorbed ; 
but  the  constitutional  channels  were 
dammed  up,  their  naturalcourse  was  turned, 
and,  therefore,  the  country  rallied  around 
an  unfriended  and  nntalented  individual. 
Why  ?  Because  be  represented  their 
wants,  their  wishes,  and  their  sufierings, 
and  was  the  perpetual  foe  of  their  op- 
pressors. That  was  the  secret  of  his 
power.  You  have  augmented  it  in  Ire- 
land ;  take  care  that  you  do  not  augment 
it  elsewhere  than  in  Ireland."  He  had  had 
Scotchmen  shouting  around  him  ;  he  had 
had  thousands  of  them  cheering  him 
within  the  last  forty -eight  hours.  In  Bir- 
mingham be  had  also  been  cheered;  and 
remember,  the  town  of  Birmingham  car- 
ried the  Reform  Bill.  He  told  the  people 
in  Birmiagham  that  he  came  there  with  a 
wish  to  see  whether  he  could  obtain  jus- 
tice for  Ireland.  He  had  met  congregated 
thousands  in  Ireland,  and  asked  them 
would  they  give  up  repeal  if  he  could  get 
justice?  He  was  met  by  a  unanimous 
shout,  "  Get  us  justice  from  England, 
and  never  think  of  repeal  mote."  He 
came  with  that  announcement  to  the  Bri- 
tish Legislature.  He  announced  it  with 
no  affectation  of  humility  ;  he  did  not  re- 
present any  town,  city,  or  borough  ;  he 
represented  millions,  and  had  the  con- 
fidence of  millions.  Do  justice  to  Ire- 
land, and  England  had  nothing  to  appre- 
hend from  the  further  agitation  of  repeal, 
nothing  to  apprehend  from  Ireland,  but 
every  thing  to  hope.  Henceforth  sepa- 
ration was  at  an  end.  Do  them  justice, 
and  they  wwe  ready  to  become  a  party  to 
the  empire;  refuse  it  at  your  peril.  When 
he  said  "  at  your  peril,"  he  did  not  mean 
t   threaten  Englishmen.    [Immente  cheer- 


ing.] He  liked  that  cheer.  Me  would 
not  threaten,  but  he  appealed  upon  these 
grounds  for  justice.  Was  he  to  be  met 
by  the  holy  coalition  between  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  and  the  noble  Lord  ?  Was 
it  that  there  were  no  evils  in  Ireland  ? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  knew  it 
well,  did  not  attempt  to  say  that.  The 
corporation  of  Dublin,  with^fiS.OOO^  a 
year,  expended  30,000/.  They  had  no 
means  of  rewarding  meritorious  statesmen 
for  services  performed.  They  bad  pictures, 
to  be  sure,  m  their  hall,  but  they  left  the 
individuals  represented  to  pay  for  them.* 
But  the  noble  Lord  had  said,  he  was  will- 
ing to  do  justice  to  Ireland.  There  was 
a  frankness  and  readiness  about  him.  He 
let  out  his  entire  opinion,  and,  sometimes, 
perhaps,  a  little  more.  The  noble  Lord 
said  he  did  not  quarrel  at  all  with  the  re- 
port of  the  Municipal  Commissioners. 
He  did  not  point  out  any  error  or  falsa 
statement  in  it.  Nay,  he  was  more  candid 
and  more  conceding  still,  for  he  gave  this 
description  :  he  said  the  corporations  of 
Ireland  had  two  especial  faults;  the  first, 
profligacy  with  respect  to  public  property 
— in  one  word,  peculation  ;  and,  secondly, 
excluiiveness  in  point  of  religion — or,  la 
one  word,  bigotry.  So  that  with  all  the 
faults  in  the  Corporations' Report  undented, 
the  noble  Lord  resisted  this  motion,  while 
admitting  that  the  chief  faults  were  pecu- 
lation and  bigotry.  These  were  the  cor- 
porations of  Ireland,  over  which  the  nobis 
Lord  threw  his  shield  to-night ;  for  he  was 
DOt  to  be  deluded  by  words.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  spoken  of  plausible, 
analogies,  but,  tike  every  thing  plausible, 
they  went  to  the  substance,  as  did  his 
amendment,  though  introduced  with  leia 
talent  than  he  usually  displayed.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was 
waiting  for  inspiration  from  above.  Sud- 
denly a  voice  came  from  the  powers 
above — then  hurrah  and  off  with  it — then 
came  an  attack  on  Ireland.  Why  did  not 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  candidly  say,  he 
would  not  apply  the  same  principle  to  Ire- 
land, as  to  England  and  Scotland  ?  No ; 
he  would  not  say  it,  but  he  was  doing  iL 
Did  the  right  hon.  Baronet  think  he  could 
delude  the  people  of  Ireland?  They  might 
accuse  them  of  crime,  of  superstition,  but 
they  could  not  say  that  thev  were  not  a 
shrewd  people.     What  was  it  this  ques- 


*  In  delivecinfi:  this  panage,  the  hon.  Member 
looked  towardi  Sir  Robett  Peel,  W  whom  the  illu- 
■ion  wn  understood  U>  apply. 
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tion  narroned  itself  into  ?  The  Speech 
proposed,  that  the  e»ils  of  the  corpora- 
tioDB  in  Ireland  should  be  removed  by  the 
same  pnociple  as  that  applied  ioEnviand. 
Why  not  give  the  Irish  the  hope?  The 
right  bon.  Gentleman  said  he  did  rot  ud- 
dentand  the  question.  Why  not?  It 
was  expressed  by  the  majority  of  the  House 
last  year,  and  was  partly  the  means  of 
removing  him  from  power.  7'he  principle 
was,  that  there  should  be  popular  control 
over  the  administration  of  the  funds  and 
of  justice  in  corporate  tonus.  But  the 
principle  was  understood,  because  it  bad 
not  been  attempted  to  be  impugned.  Nei- 
ther the  right  bon.  Baronet  nor  the  noble 
Lord  had  pointed  out  any  thing  objection- 
able  to  thai  principle  being  applied  to  Ire- 
land, that  would  not  be  equally  objection- 
able in  its  application  to  England.  Let 
the  House  divide  upon  this  question. 
[Cheers.l  That  was  a  hearty  cheer. 
Would  any  men  who  did  not  imagine 
themselves  in  a  majority  make  such  a 
cheer?  But,  perhaps,  they  would  find 
themselves  mistaken.  Let  the  Honse  di- 
vide upon  this  question,  whether  Ibey 
exulted  in  the  hope  of  legislating  for  Ire- 
land upon  the  same  principle  as  for  Eng- 
land and  Scotland.  Reject  the  Motion, 
and  he  would  go  back  upon  Repeal.  They 
might  put  an  end  to  one  agitator,  they 
night  crush  one,  but  they  would,  at  the 
same  time,  create  thousands  in  favour  of 
Repeal.  Did  they  wish  to  make  him  a 
Repealer  again  ?  He  saw  by  their  coun- 
tenances and  their  cheers,  be  knew  their 
hearts,  and  was  not  deluded  by  the  hypo- 
crisy of  what  fell  from  their  lips.  He 
would  judge  them  by  their  votes,  and 
Cftred  no  more  for  their  pretences  than  did 
the  idle  wind  for  the  faded  leaf  that  fell 
before  it.  No  ;  that  was  the  question — 
would  they  declare  to  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, that  they  refused  to  legislate  for 
them  upon  the  same  principle  as  for  Eng- 
land. Let  them  not  put  it  off  with  a 
skulking  pretence.  He  called  upon  them 
to  come  forward  like  Englishmen,  and  say 
at  once,  that  they  would  not  give  Ireland 
any  hope  of  legislating  for  her  upon  the 
lame  principles  as  they  legislated  for  Scot- 
land and  for  England.  That  was  really 
the  question  upon  which  they  had  to  de- 
cide ;  and  from  that  question  tbey  should 
not  shrink  on  any  poor  pretence;  nor 
should  they  evade  it  by  any  paltry  phrase- 
ology that  would  do  discredit  to  an  at- 
torney's clerk.  Would  not  Irishmen  know 
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that  they  had  given  Corporate  Reform  t 
Scotland?  Would  they  not  know  that 
the  principle  of  control  was  introduced 
into  the  Municipal  Government  of  that 
country?  Would  they  not  know  that 
England  had,  in  spite  of  another  place, 
received  a  considerable  instalment  of  Cor- 
porate Reform  ?  Aye — and  right  well 
had  England  used  it.  Those  who  were 
opposed  to  the  granting  of  Corporate 
Reform  to  Ireland,  had,  no  doubt,  reason 
to  dread  its  operation,  from  the  effect  it 
produced  in  England.  They  already  felt 
the  sword — the  festering  of  the  wound 
that  had  been  inflicted  upon  the  old  Cor- 
porate system  of  England.  He  could  tell 
hon.  Members,  that  there  was  not  one 
of  those  Corporate  tonus  that  would  not 
be  converted  into  a  Normal  school  for 
teaching  the  science  of  peaceful  political 
agitaticrfi.  He  did  not  wonder,  then,  that 
there  should  be  an  unwillingness  amongst 
a  certain  party  to  extend  this  principle  to 
Ireland.  But  the  people  of  that  country 
would  know,  and  would  reflect  upon  the 
fact,  that  Corporate  Reform,  upon  & 
liberal  principle,  had  been  granted  to 
England  and  Scotland  ;  and  would  they 
not,  ought  they  not,  to  expect  that  a 
similar  measure  of  justice  would  be  dealt 
out  to  them?  Were  tbey  to  be  told, 
"  Ob,  no,  we  cannot  grant  it  now — we 
must  consider."  Why  what  consideration 
was  necessary  upon  such  a  subject  ? 
Ought  not  hon.  Members'  minds  to  be 
made  up  upon  so  simple  a  Question  as 
that  of  doing  justice  to  Ireland?  Had 
not  the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  read 
the  CoTporation  Report  ?  And  did  he 
not  know  that  the  Irish  Corporation  Bill 
must  have  been  one  of  the  first  measures 
of  the  Session.  ["JVb,  no."]  No!  Im- 
possible. He  must  have  known  it.  He 
(Mr.  O'Connelt)  would  defy  him  to  con- 
tradict it.  Of  those  who  sat  about  him 
there  was  not  one  who  did  not  know  it. 
And  were  they  then  to  come  dovn  to  that 
House,  and  refuse  even  to  hold  out  a  hope 
to  Ireland,  that  they  would  legislate  for 
her  on  the  same  principle  as  for  England 
and  Scotland  ?  He  put  it  to  every  honest 
man  in  that  House — lo  every  independent 
man,  he  meant — who  cared  not  for  the 
triumph  of  party,  whose  object  was  not  lo 
render  Toryism  as  rampant  as  in  former 
days,  but  who,  at  the  same  time,  ditl  not 
object  to  see  the  democratic  priiiciiile  of 
liberty  replanc  xVi:  mockery  of  ri'prpsi  ntii- 
tion — whether  it  was  not  ^(iinple  jusiire,  as 
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had  been  introduced  into  the  institutions 
of  England  and  Scotland?  That  was  all 
that  was  asked,  and  that  was  what  was 
resisted  in  the  present  Amendment.  But 
he  put  it  to  the  honesty  of  his  Majesty's 
Ministers — again  and  again  he  appealed 
to  their  common  honesty — whether  they 
should  permit  their  high  honour  to  be  once 
more  tarnished— whether  they  should  allow 
themselves  to  be  dragged  throngh  the 
kennel  once  more?  But  no;  he  could 
not  suppose  it.  They  were  delivered  from 
the  former  diffifullies ;  the  "  calamity  "  of 
the  administration  was  no  longer  amongst 
them.  They  were  relieved,  and  were  now 
di.'iposed  to  do  justice  to  Ireland.  They 
had  placed  the  Government  of  that  coun- 
try in  the  hands  of  a  nobleman  far  beyond 
his  praise;  but  who,  he  could  not  help 
observing,  had  the  singular  good  fortune 
to  pass  unassailed  by  one  of  the  most 
venomous  Presses  that  was  ever  tinged 
with  Orangeism  in  any  country.  Even 
that  Press  had  not  dared  to  bring  against 
him  one  charge  of  partiality  or  undue 
preference.  ["  Oh.  oh"]  He  repeated, 
Ihey  had  not.  If  those  who  cried  "  Oh, 
oh,"  meant  to  contradict  him,  let  them 
specify  their  charge;  let  them  reduce  it  to 
words.  Oh  no  ;  ihey  dared  not.  They 
knew  Ihey  would  become  the  laughing- 
stock and  ridicule  of  Englishmen.  Yes, 
the  Government  had  done  well,  and  what 
was  the  consequence  ?  Why,  that  they 
had  given  the  utmost  satisfaction  even  to 
the  popular  parly  in  Ireland.  Not  one  of 
that  party  had  been  raised  to  power  or 
to  place,  and  yet  they  were  not  only  salis- 
lied,  but  struggled  to  support  the  present 
Administration.  There  was  he,  and  there 
were  those  who  acted  with  him,  in  that 
spirit,  to  implore  of  the  House  to  remember 
the  duty  which  they  owed,  not  to  any 
party,  not  to  Toryism  or  Orangeism,  but 
to  their  King,  their  country,  and  10  the 
peace  of  Ireland.  What  was  il  that  the  Irish 
people  wauled?  Simply  to  become  a  pan 
of  England.  True,  they  had  sighed  and 
struggled  to  procure  a  domestic  legisla- 
ture, and  perhaps  to  that  object  might  be 
still  directed  the  aspirations  of  his  own 
heart.  But  he  and  they  were  ready  to 
give  it  up.  He  called  upon  that  House  to 
witness  that  they  were  ready  to  abandon 
the  repeal  for  ever,  upon  one  condition, 
and  one  only — that  of  being  placed  upon 
a  perfect  equality  with  Engl' 


land.  Talk  not  to  him  of  their  Udiod  as  it 
existed — their  cabinet  parchment  union. 
Let  them  remember  that  there  were  in  Ire- 
land 6,500,000  of  one  persuasion,  and 
500,000  of  another,  unanimous  in  their 
determination  to  use  every  peaceable  means 
in  their  power  to  obtain  justice — from  Eng- 
land if  possible,  if  not,  they  were  resolved 
to  dojustice  to  themselves.  He  spokenot 
thus  as  a  threat.  [Ok,  oh!]  Well,  be  it 
so ;  let  it  be  a  menace  ;  but  was  it  not  a 
constitutional  menace?  They  had  never 
violated  a  law ;  but  had  proceeded  in  a 
peaceable  course,  by  which  they  wrung 
concession  by  concession  from  the  nowil- 
lingncss  of  their  rulers.  Sorry  would  ha 
be  to  be  driven  to  the  le-adoption  of  such 
a  course;  but  though  years  were  coming 
upon  him,  he  was  in  heart  young  as  ever  ; 
ready  as  ever  to  begin,  if  necessary,  the 
struggle  for  the  liberty  of  his  country — of 
that  country  of  which  he  gloried  in  being 
the  hired  and  pensioned  advocate.  He 
stood  in  a  position  never  occupied  by  man 
before.  He  was  tlie  "  hireling"  if  they 
would — the  pensioner,  the  servant,  ay,  the 
slave,  if  they  chose — of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land; but  he  was  the  representatire  of 
their  sentiments.  And  on  their  behalf 
what  was  it  he  asked?  An  expression  of« 
hope  that  Ireland  should  be  put  upon  an 
equality  with  England  and  Scotland.  He 
wanted  no  boon — no  loan  of  twenty  mil- 
lions— but  the  sincere  expression  of  thia 
hope.  And  would  they— could  theyrefuse 
this?  He  would  not  say,  dare  they;  hot 
humbly  and  submissively  he  would  appeal 
to  them  as  English  gentlemen  to  rally  with 
the  Ministry  that  night,  and  give  to  Ire- 
land the  poor  consolation  of  a  hope  that 
justice  might  be  done  to  her.  Nothing 
more  was  asked  than  the  expression  of  this 
hope.  Surely  it  was  worth  their  consi- 
deration whether  they  should  deny  it. 
Never,  he  could  assure  them,  would  they 
have  such  another  opportunity  of  concili- 
ating Ireland  by  doing  justice.  Did  they 
forget  1825  ?  Were  the  lessons  of  history 
thrown  away  upon  them  ?  History,  it  was 
said,  made  even  fools  wise;  and  he  should 
call  to  their  recollection  the  year  1825, 
when  the  people  of  Ireland  were  upon 
their  knees,  begging  for  justice  as  a  beg- 
gar's boon.  They  were  scorned ;  their 
prayer  was '  rejected.  His  own  speeches, 
he  remembered,  were  flung  tauntingly  at 
him  from  the  "Treasury  Benches  of  that 
I  iousc,  when  he  had  no  opportunity  of  re- 
plying-.   The  "  Other  place  "  had  rejected 
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their  prayer,  but  were  soon  convinced 
that  the  people  were  not  to  be  acomed 
with  impuaUy.  And  the  noble  Lord,  i[ 
eeemed, had  discovered,  that  because  "  the 
other  place "  refused  to  hold  out  a  hope 
to  Ireland,  thai  House  ought  to  acquiesce. 
With  all  due  deference  for  that  noble  Lord 
— a  worse  argument  he  could  not  have 
posaibly  urged.  The  reason  he  had  ui^ed 
was  the  very  reason  why  that  House  should 
not  acquiesce.  Ireland  had  no  hope  from 
that  "  other  place,"  but  »he  had  much 
hope  Trom  the  House  of  Commons.  He 
repeated  she  had  no  hope  from  the  other 
House  of  Parliament,  but  he  stood  there 
as  the  living  representative  of  the  hopes 
which  she  had  from  the  Commons  of  Eng- 
land, and  he  said  emphatically,  that  if 
they  had  no  other  reason  for  refusing  to 
acquiesce  in  the  opinion  of  the  other 
House,  they  ought  to  do  so,  in  order  to 
■how  that  the  representatives  of  the  people 
of  England  were  an;iious  to  do  justice  to 
Ireland,  Allusion  had  been  made  to 
the  power  and  influence  which  he  pos- 
■eisM.  That  power  he  derived  from  pub- 
lic opinion  ;  and  what,  he  asked,  created 
that  opinion  ?  Injustice — the  injustice  in- 
flicted upon  Ireland.  Those  who  were  ad- 
verse to  his  posiessing  that  power  could 
weaken— could  destroy  it.  Let  them  only 
do  justice  to  Ireland.  Butlet  themrefuse 
that  justice,  and  they  wounded  the  country 
to  .the  heart's  core— they  shook  to  the  very 
base  the  throne  of  the  monarch  for  which 
th^  professed  their  respect,  and  they 
weakened  that  union  which  they  appeared 
anxious  to  perpetuate.  They  had  vaunted 
their  determination  to  support  that  uuian 
"  e»en  to  the  death,"  and  there  were  the 
Irish  people  now  ready  to  go  with  them, 
and  support  it  "  to  the  death,"  upon  the 
condition,  however,  that  equal  justice 
should  be  done  to  them  with  the  people  of 
England  and  Scotland.  Until  that  justice, 
however,  was  done,  they  would  not  cease 
to  seek  for  it,  and  if  it  could  not  be  ob- 
tained from  England,  they  must  seek  it 
for  themselves.  Every  man  who  heard 
bim  now,  must  acknowledge  that  the  course 
he  was  adopting  in  asking  for  it,  was  the 
proper  and  constitutional  one.  They 
might  condemn  as  much  as  they  pleased 
the  course  he  adopted  elsewhere;  but  his 
course  in  that  House  must  surely  meet 
with  their  approbation.  Hon.  Members 
OD  the  oppoiite  side  might  taunt  him  and 
the  Ministry,,  if  they  would,  with  having 
formed  a  coalition.    They  might  renew 
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against  him  that  vulgar  prejudice  that  used 
to  exist  against  sn  Irishman  andaPapist; 
they  might  send  abroad  their  minions  to 
sow  discard  and  disaffection — to  pour  out 
calumny  and  slander — calling  themselves, 
the  while,  ministers  of  the  God  of  charity; 
— still  they  could  not  evade  the  question 
really  before  the  House,  which  lay  in  an  ex- 
ceedingly narrow  compass.  He  demanded 
forlreland,  in  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution, 
equal  justice — the  advantages  of  tlia  same 
principlesof  Government  as  were  extended 
to  England  and  Scotland.  He  would  not 
take  less.  [They  might  grant  it  with 
advantage — they  would  refuse  it  at  their 
peril, 

Mr,  Shaw  would,  at  that  late  hour,  and 
when  the  House  was  impatient  for  a  divi- 
sion, detain  them  with  very  few  observa- 
tions in  answer  to  those  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin.  He  would 
not  stop  to  consider  the  qualifications  of 
that  hon.  and  learned  Gentlemiin  to  read 
a  lecture  on  principle  and  consistency  to 
his  riglit  hon.  and  distinguished  Friend 
(Sir  Robert  Peel) — but  proceed  at  once  to 
offer  a  few  words  on  the  immediate  ques- 
tion before  them— that  part  of  the  Ad- 
dress which  had  reference  to  the  subject 
of  Municipal  Corporations  in  Ireland  ;  he 
conceived  that  the  great  objection  to  the 
expression  sought  to  be  amended  was, 
that  it  pledged  the  House  to  the  applica- 
tion of  a  gineral  principle  without  consi- 
deration of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  country  to  which  it  was  to  be  applied, 
as  the  leading  error  in  the  debate  had  been 
the  uic  of  general  terms,  and  high  sound- 
ing expressions  without  regard  to  their 
practical  and  real  signification.  He  entirely 
concurred  with  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman (Mr,  O'Connell)  that  too  often  the 
sounds  of  liberty  and  religion  were  on  the 
lips  when  there  was  none  of  the  spirit  of 
either  in  the  heart.  The  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Howick)  accused  his  right  hon.  Friend 
(Sir  R.  Peel)  and  those  with  whom  he 
acted,  of  refusing  the  luxury  of  liberty  to 
Ireland  ;  but  the  noble  Lord  seemed  to 
forget  tbflt  liberty,  which  had  reason,  and 
virtue,  and  happiness  for  its  companions 
was  one  thing — and  another,  that  which 
some  called  liberty,  while  they  meant  a 
license  to  revel  in  riot  and  destruction. 
The  noble  Lord,  too,  had  overlooked  the 
difference  between  vigilant  popular  con- 
trol, and  reckless  popuUr  violence.  The 
noble  Lord  himself  admitted  that  the  un- 
due inSueace  possened  by  the  hon.  atid 
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learned  Member  for  Dnblio, 
a  proof  of  the  distempered  slate  of  society 
in  Ireland;  and  yet,  with  strange  incon- 
■ialency,  the  noble  Lord  in  the  same  breath 
proposed  to  legislate  for  that  country,  as 
if  it  were  in  a  sound  and  whole»onie  con- 
dition—and to  apply  a  remedy  which 
must  greatly  a^ravate  the  disease.  He 
would  put  it  to  the  fairness  and  candour 
of  the  noble  Lord,  did  he  himself  believe, 
that  by  addinp;  to  the  power  of  the  hon, 
and  learued  Member  (Mr.  O'Connell)  he 
would  increase  [he  real  liberty  or  happi- 
ness of  any  one  individual  of  those  de- 
luded beings  who  were  constrained  to 
yield  a  biind  submission  to  bis  despotic 
mandates,  and  whose  forced  contributions 
rendered  him,  what  he  had  that  night 
boasted  himself  to  be,  the  pensioned  and 
hired  advocate  of  what  lie  called  the 
people  of  Ireland.  The  hoD.  and  learned 
Gentleman  talked  loudly  of"  equal  rights" 
and  '■  impartial  justice"-  -high-sounding 
phrases,  and,  no  doubt,  noble  sentiments; 
but,  in  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's 
vocabulary  Tor  "  equal  rights  of  his  coun- 
trymen," stood  the  power  of  exercising  an 
aibitrary  tyranny  over  them;  for  "justice," 
the  means  oF  subverting  its  administra* 
tion,  and,  as  in  a  late  notable  instance, 
poisoning  its  very  source,  by  placing  the 
executive  of  the  King  in  opposition  to  the 
laws  of  the  land.  While  Uie  secret  coun- 
sels of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
governed  the  so  called  Government  of 
Ireland,  Id  return  he  lavished  his  praises 
Dpon  them,  and  at  the  moment  that  every 
office  was  stuffed  with  his  nominees,  he 
disclaimed,  forsooth,  that  he  or  any  of  his 
immediate  associates  had  been  promoted 
to  office,  tvell  knowing,  as  both  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  and  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  did  well  know,  the  distinction 
between  nominal  office  and  real  power. 
Then,  again,  the  bon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman vauntingly  declared  that  all  he 
asked  was  "  justice  for  Ireland,"  and  that 
congregated  thousands  of  his  countrymen 
had  commissioned  him  to  offer  an  aban- 
donment of  the  repeal  question,  provided 
he  got  justice  for  Ireland— but  he  had 
omitted  to  lell  the  House  that  at  the  very 
meeting  where  he  put  that  construction 
upon  the  servile  shouts  of  an  ignorant 
niuliiiude — he  himself  declared  that  he 
was  as  much  a  repealer  as  ever— and 
thni  nnder  no  rirr>i instances  did  he  believe 
justice  roidd  be  done  to  Ireland  without  a 
domestic  legislature.     With  respect  to  the 
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Amendment  of  his  right  hon.  Friend,  those 
who  supported  it  were  willing  to  pledge 
themselves  to  redress  all  such  grievaDcea— 
to  remedy  all  proved  abuses  in  the  Corpo- 
ration of  Ireland.  He,  for  one,  would  not 
advocate  their  continuance  in  a  single  in- 
stance— be  could  not  sanction  the  misap- 
plication of  one  shilling  of  the  public 
money— nor  countenance  the  slightest 
deviation  from  the  due  and  impartial  ad- 
ministration of  justice  —but  he  did  entreat 
the  House  not  inconsiderately  to  commit 
themselves  to  a  course  by  which,  intending 
to  do  away  with  self-election,  they  wontd 
only  substitute  for  it  the  personal  nomina- 
tion of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Dublin  ;  and,  desiring  to  abolish  a  system 
of  exclusivenesa,  let  them  beware  that 
they  did  no  more  than  transfer  it  from 
men  who,  let  them  impute  to  them  wb^ 
faults  they  might,  were,  at  all  events,  de- 
votedly attached  to  the  union  with  this 
country,  its  interests,  and  its  religion,  into 
the  hands  of  a  patty  who  would  be  the 
mere  instruments  and  puppets  of  those 
who  were  the  natural  and  Irreconctleable 
enemies  of  England. 

The  House  divided  on  the  original  Mo- 
tion; Ayes 284;  Noes243;  Majority 41. 

List  of  the  Atss. 
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Bemal,  Ralph 
Bewes,  T. 
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MiinTfM.)    New  WrlU  mn  tamd  At  StDkHtpoo-Tnat 
HuTHomud    Mr.    DiKB 


Hours  op  Bubikbss.]  Hr.  Etaart 
moved,  that  no  business  except  such  ai 
was  merely  formal  should  be  entered  upon 
after  half-past  eleven  o'clock  at  nisht. 
He  had  before  brought  forward  a  similar 
Motion  last  Session,  and,  though  not 
formally,  it  had  been  virtually  carried  into 
effect  by  the  hou.  Member  for  Salford 
(Mr.  Brotherton),  and  his  object  was 
legally  to  efiect  what  had  Hlreadf  Iwen 
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ofiWud  vithout  any  posidve  law  od  the 
■ubject.  There  would  be  a  great  adtaat- 
age  in  tha  Houaa  conceding;  to  hii  propo- 
■ition,  a>  it  muit  be  perfectly  obvious 
that  public  buaineBs  would  be  better  cou' 
ducted  by  day,  than  at  those  unseason- 
able hours  of  the  night, 

Lord  John  Rtusell  dissented  from  the 
Regolution  proposed  by  the  hoD.  Member 
for  Liverpool,  for  which  no  case  of  nC' 
cesiity  appeared  to  exist.  He  thought  it 
much  better  that  hon.  Members  should 
be  left  to  exercise  their  diBcretion  as  to 
the  propriety  of  adjonrnment  upon  each 

t articular  occasion — a  discretion  which 
ad  so  often  during  the  last  Session  been 
exercised  by  the  hoa.  Member  for  Salford, 
in  a  mantier  at  once  so  agreeable  and 
■atisfactory. 

Mr.  O'Connell  thoaght  no  business  of 
any  kind  ought  to  be  begun  after  eleven 
o'clock  at  night.  The  only  assemblies 
in  the  world  which  sat  by  night  to  transact 
their  business  instead  of  sitting  by  day, 
were  the  House  of  Commons  and  the 
House  of  Lords :  that  was,  they  were  the 
only  legal  assemblies.  It  really  was  high 
time,  that  ihey  ceased  to  do  their  bunioess 
with  the  owls.  They  had  lately  been 
accustomed  to  hear  a  great  deal  about  the 
wisdom  of  their  ancestors.  Now,  their 
ancestors  were  wise  enough  to  begin  their 
business  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  BO  lately  as  1792,  it  was  one  of  their 
■landing  regulations,  that  the  Orders  of 
■he  Day  ahoutd  be  goi)e  into  at  one 
o'clock  in  the  afternooa,  and  not  later. 
He  submitted,  therefore,  to  hon.  Gentle* 
men  opposite,  that  we  should  go  back  to 
the  hours  which  thfe  wisdom  of  our  ances- 
tors had  considered  the  best.  A  great  in- 
crease of  the  buunesa  of  the  House  had 
taken  place  even  within  his  own  time. 
When  be  first  became  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament, they  sat  for  four  days  in  the 
week  ooly.  Now,  if  at  the  beginning  of 
a  Seuion,  they  were  to  sit  three  days  a 
week,  and  commence  at  ten  o'clock  In  the 
morning,  he  was  convinced  that  it  would 
enable  them  to  transact  the  public  busi- 
ness much  more  satisfactorily  than  accord- 
ing to  the  present  arrangement.  What 
was  the  fact  at  present?  From  half-past 
■ix  to  half-past  nine  were  generally  consi- 
dered as  dinner  hours,  and  during  that 
period  nothing  was  done,  or,  which  was 
equivalent  to  nothing,  the  time  was  spent 
In  listeniug  to  those  who  would  not  be 
li|t«Bed  to  at  any  other  time.    A  more  I 
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serious  inconvenience  still  was  the  con- 
sequence of  turning  day  into  night  in  the 
manner  they  had  done.  It  was  highly 
prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  Members. 
He  knew  at  least  two  Gentlemen  who 
had  lost  their  lives  from  their  incessant 
attention  to  the  business  of  the  House. 
Were  it  delicate  to  do  so,  he  could 
name  them ;  but  he  could  assure  the 
House,  that  it  was  to  the  late  hours  they 
kept  there,  that  their  families  attributed 
their  decease.  It  required  a  strong,  robust 
constitution  to  perform  the  duties  of  a 
Member  of  that  House  eSicieDlly,  and  this 
tended  to  discourage  men  of  more  mature 
age,  men  of  experience,  and  less  likely  to 
be  violent  in  their  politics  iWah  younger 
men  from  undertaking  so  heavy  a  task. 
It  was  time  they  adopted  some  regulation 
more  consonant  with  common  sense  and 
the  ordinary  habits  of  the  people.  If  they 
sat  from  ten  o'clock  in  tlie  morning,  tiU 
dinner  time  for  three  days  in  the  week, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Session,  after 
that  for  four  days  a  week,  it  would  be  an 
effectual  silting;  and  if  on  the  alternate 
days  Committees  commenced  their  sittings 
at  ten  o'clock,  private  Bills,  which  now 
occupied  several  days  together,  would  be 
got  through  in  one  day,  or  two  at  most, 
and  the  expense  of  paying  numerous  wit- 
nesses and  Cnunsel,  wrjuld  be  spared  to 
the  parties.  It  would  spare  the  public 
expense;  it  would  spare  the  public  time; 
ness  would  be  efficiently  and  pro- 
perly transacted.  For  the  present  he 
should  be  satisfied  with  moving,  ss  an 
Amendment,  that  the  words  "  half-after" 
«  omitted,  and  that  the  words,  "  except 
if  a  formal  nature  "  be  left  out  also. 

Mr.  Brot/ierlon  approved  of  this  w^- 
gestion,  and  were  it  not  carried,  he  should 
persevere  in  moving  the  Adjournment  of 
'  e  House  every  night  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  Robinson  complaicied,  that  the  hon, 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin  bad  di- 
irged  from  the  original  qiiesiion,  which 
ily  related  to  the  curtailment  of  the 
hours  at  present  devoted  to  business,  and 
had  wandered  into  the  consideration  of 
another  question, — namelv,  to  the  pro- 
priety of  sitting  by  day.  This  last  change 
was  so  serious  a  one,  thnt  it  could  not 
properly  be  adopted  without  much  pre- 
vious notice  and  consideration.  Plausible 
as  it  might  at  dnt  sight  appear,  there 
were  many  objections  to  it  which  were  of 
considerable  force,  and  which  ought  to  be 
most  maturely  weighed.    There  weie  a 
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lai|^  nnmber  of  Meinben  who  mast  ne- 
cessarily absent  themselves  from  that 
House  if  it  regularly  transacted  its  busi- 
ness by  day.  The  Ministers  of  the  Crown, 
nho  had  to  attend  their  offices  and  Cabinet 
Councils  in  the  day  time,  and  professional 
men,  persons  connected  nith  the  public 
offices,  vould  all  necessarily  be  subjected 
to  the  grealest  inconvenience,  if  not  to 
positive  eiclusion,  if  such  an  itrrangement 
as  this  were  to  be  adopted.  On  the  whole, 
he  thought  it  inexpedient  to  come  to  any 
resolution  as  to  the  length  of  their  sit- 
tings without  some  further  inquiry,  for  he 
feared  much,  that  any  hasty  determin- 
Btion  would  rather  increase  than  lessen 
the  difficulty. 

Mr.  Hame  said,  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Worcester  had  assigned  a  very  good 
reason  why  certain  Members  who  could 
not  attend  there  should  not  be  Members 
of  that  House  at  ail;  but  surely  it  was 
somewhat  an  extraordinary  reason  to  give 
why  that  House  should  not  transact  its 
business  at  (he  most  convenient  hours  for 
itself  and  the  public.  No  man  should 
enter  that  House  who  was  not  prepared 
to  sacritice  his  whole  time,  if  the 
public  service  required  it;  and  those 
whose  private  engagements  prevented 
them  from  GO  doing  had  better  attend  to 
their  own  business  exclusively.  With 
regard  to  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  he  was 
not  one  of  those  who  thought  the  presence 
of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  essential  on 
ordinary  occasions.  That  House  was 
overcharged  with  business.  All  private 
business  ought  to  be  removed  from  that 
House,  and  some  plan  should  be  adopted 
which  would  enable  them  to  give  the 
whole  of  their  time  to  public  business, 
What  comparative  importance  was  it  whe- 
ther B  particular  road  was  to  be  formed  in 
Devonshire  or  Yorkshire  or  not,  and  yet 
to  decide  upon  questions  such  as  these 
some  of  the  moat  important  and  valuable 
Members  of  that  House  were  taken  away 
from  the  consideration  of  matters  of  the 
greatest  public  moment.  There  was  no 
other  assembly  on  the  face  of  the 
which  at  one  and  the  same  time  took 
charge  of  all  the  public  business  of  a  great 
nation,  and  of  alt  its  private  business  tea 
What  was  the  result  ?  Why,  towards  thi 
end  of  every  Session,  fifty,  sixty,  or  seventy 
notices  were  constantly  left  upon  their 
books;  and  no   man  conld  be  a   singh 
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fourths  of  it  ill-considered  and  badly  con- 
ducted. A>  to  the  public  Committeea, 
there  was  scarcely  ^ttin^  any  Memba  to 
attend  them.  If  a  man  were  appointed 
on  a  public  Committee,  he  was  almost 
always  obliged  to  leave  it  for  a  private 
one,  or  if  he  did  not  he  was  hunted  like  a 
malefactor,  whenever  a  division  was  about 
to  take  place,  and  hurried  away  to  give 
his  vote,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
public  service.  If  this  evil  had  been  power- 
fully felt  last  Session,  what  an  increase  of 
it  might  they  not  expect  this?  He  put 
it  to  them,  in  what  a  situation  they  would 
be  in  when  fifty  or  sixty  Rail-road  Bills 
came  into  that  House.  He  would  give 
them  the  example  of  the  Great  Western 
Rail-road,  the  Committee  on  which  sat  for 
seventy  days.  Two  Gentlemen  who  had 
heen  put  on  a  Special  Committee  of  great 
public  importance,  and  who  were  the  best 
informed  men  in  the  House  on  the  subject 
which  that  Committee  was  commissioned 
to  inquire  into,  were  taken  away  the  very 
first  day,  and  compelled  to  sit  day  after 
day,  on  this  private  Committee,  which  they 
had  no  business  with,  because  their  con- 
stituents insisted  on  it,  and  because,  whilst 
private  business  was  to  be  transacted  by 
that  House,  it  was  impossible  to  expect, 
that  Members  would  offend  their  consti- 
tuents by  neglecting  that  which  they 
deemed  to  be  theirlocalinteresL  It  wu  of 
no  use  for  them  to  deal  in  patch-work.  The 
House  had  better  look  the  real  evil  in  the 
face,  and  meet  it  fairly.  They  were  at 
present  overburthened  with  business,  and 
he  put  it  to  every  Gentleman,  whether 
eleven  or  twelve  o'clock  at  night  was  not 
quite  late  enough  ?  If  the  puUic  business 
could  not  be  got  through  between  ten  in 
the  morning  and  twelve  at  night,  then  the 
House  had  better  at  once  resolve  to  sit  all 
the  year  round;  for  the  business  at  all 
events  ought  to  be  done.  He  protested 
against  legislating  by  night  to  please  either 
professional  men  or  any  other  individuals. 
There  was  no  necessity  for  it,  and  he  saw 
no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  enabled 
to  go  home  like  other  decent  people  at 
twelve  o'clock. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  that  in  the  whole 
course  of  bis  experience  in  that  House, 
and  it  was  considerable,  he  had  never 
heard  a  more  extraordinary  proposition 
than  that  which  had  been  jnst  made  by 
the  hon.   Member  for  Middlesex,    That 
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even  what  business  they  did  wai  three- 1  from  that  Houie  tiie  cotuidsnrtion  of  m 
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nutUre  of  pTtv&te  bKunew.  Noir,  much 
pmwte  baaiDcu,  ai  it  wu  called,  occsii- 
onally  isviiltred  coBSidenitions  of  wnom 
public  importunoA;  and  be  for  one  should 
paHse  beroi«  Iw  gave  hit  Bsaent  to  traufer 
It  to  any  other  tribunal  whalever.  He 
agreed  Ihat  ptirate  butineis  *hoDld  be 
■abjeet  to  luch  regalattons  at  to  prevent, 
if  pM*ible,  the  interference  of  private 
ioflueace ;  but  he  conld  not  concur  in  the 
policy  of  any  reguktioK  which  ihnald  pre- 
vent hon.  Hetnbera  from  fiving  tkeir 
atlenlioa  to  the  local  iatereita  of  thur 
CAMtitncntat  l^  pUciag  prirate  buaineaa 
■nder  the  control  of  aay  other  antboTitj. 
Ho  cobU  not  oonceim  anything  laaie 
dflii^tory  to  the  just  aaibority  of  tbe 
Honae  than  sni^  a  tranafer.  The  boo. 
Hembar  aaid,  "  What  aignified  a  road  in 
Vorkahim  V  It  might  be  true  that  a  road 
between  one  village  in  Yorluhire  and 
•notbar  waa  of  no  great  knportaDce  to  the 
nation  at  large,  but  the  eatabliabment  of 
canak  and  of  leading  Ksea  of  rail-roada 
through  the  country  was  a  laatler  of 
great  national  conaeqnence,  aid  involved 
eonaiderationa  of  far  too  great  iapcwtance 
Cor  bim  ever  to  conaeot  that  any  anthority 
leaa  than  Parliament  ibonld  decide  spoo 
them.  The  bon.  Member  had  himself 
■bown  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  press 
this  proposition  at  the  present  moment; 
for  he  stated  that  some  new  legnlationa 
tnuat  be  made  for  the  amngetaeBt  of 
private  bnainesa.  Surely,  then,  it  would 
be  mnch  more  conveoient  to  postpone  the 
present  Motion  till  those  arrangement* 
had  been  under  cooside ration.  The  pre- 
sent Reaolntiou  would  not  meet  the  evil 
coroplaiDed  o&  II  required  that  bo  buai- 
nesa  liMald  ba  pressed  on  after  haif^past 
eleven  at  night.  The  words  of  the  cor- 
reapooding  reaolution  last  Session  were 
"  no  oev  business."  Now  the  bon.  Mem- 
ber complained  as  mnch  of  tbeprotraction 
of  debates  alter  that  hour  as  of  the  com- 
mencement of  new  busioess.  All  that 
this  Resolffllion  would  prevent  was  a 
debate  on  a  new  sobject  after  half-pnst 
eleven.  But  he  would  put  it  to  the  hoo. 
Gentleman  whether  the  sense  of  the  House 
itself  would  not  be  quite  snSit^ient  to  pra- 
vent  any  new  busineta  from  being  impro- 
perly pressed  forward  at  an  untimely  hamt, 
without  fettering  themselves  with  auch  a 
resolution?  If  any  Gentleman  brought  on 
a  BOW  subject  after  balf^jnst  riena,  and 
tha  House  frit  that  it  wwrireadyeibausted 
with  the  consideration  of  prerions  buai- 
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oess,  he  felt  coavinced  that  tbcr«  waa 
sufficient  of  practical  good  senaq  ir  tht 
House,  aud  aufficient  force  is  the  nwdea 
in  which  their  opioioo  waa  usually  intie 
mated,  to  prevent  any  unreasonable  de- 
mand on  Ibeir  time  and  patience.  It  wai 
quite  uaneeestary  for  theni  to  pau  my 
Hesolution.  No  resoluiifiD  could  preveat 
the  occasioofil  extension  of  a  debato  to 
two  or  three  o'clock  io  the  morning,  and 
therefore  those  who,  like  tbe  bon.  Mea^ 
her,  desired  to  return  lo  their  rest  rega- 
laily  at  twelve  o'clock,  would  not  h«ve  tbo 
opportunity  whk;h  they  so  eagerly  sought 
after.  Much  had  been  said  about  sitliqg 
io  the  day.  Abstractedly  speaking  it  might 
be  better  to  commence  business  at  tan 
in  the  morning  than  at  five  in  the  aftar- 
noon.  But  it  waa  impossible  for  thaas 
now  to  make  such  a  regulation,  without 
many  correspooding  regnlations  to  give  il 
due  effect.  Without  relying  absolutelyoM 
the  objection  that  it  would  esclude  pro* 
fesstonal  men  and  merchants,  it  would  be 
well  worth  tbeir  while  to  consider,  that 
although  strictly  speaking  it  waa  the  duty 
of  every  man  who  sat  there  to  sactiGcc  btt 
private  to  the  public  business,  whether  tba 
public  would  ultimately  gain  by  a  strict 
enforcement  of  this  rule?  Many  eminent 
lawyera,  and  many  eminent  mercantile 
men,  some  of  the  meat  valuable  Members 
of  tlie  House,  would  of  necessity  be  e]|- 
eluded,  and  it  might  fairly  admit  of  duubl 
whether  the  public  would  gain  much  by  a 
change  which  involved  this  consequeBce. 
Take  also  the  case  of  Committees,  public 
and  private.  If  the  House  began  business 
at  ten  o'clock,  aad  if  the  alteadance  of  its 
Members  were  required  at  its  sittings, 
what  time  would  tMy  have  disengaged  to 
attend  to  Committees  ?  If  another  couse- 
qoenoe  of  their  sitting  at  so  early  an  hour 
was  to  be  that  Committees  were  to  sit  at  a 
laie  hoar  at  night,  be  appealed  to  tbe  bon. 
Member  himself  wbctbet  tbe  business  on 
the  whole  woukl  not  be  much  worse  done 
than  it  was  at  present?  With  regard  to 
the  attendance  of  the  Ministers  of  tbe 
Crown,  k  would  be  no  easy  matter  to 
■take  aucb  an  altemtioo  in  the  mode  ef 
ooadocting  their  busuiesB,a>  would  enabl* 
them  to  attend  tbe  House  ponctnelly  and 
uniformly  by  day  t  aud,  setting  Kftti  tar 
tirely  all  considmilioai  of  tbeir  private 
convenience,  hu  tbtoght  tlw  >eeeaB)ty 
which  would  bu  impeeed  npoa  then  of 
transacting  tbeir  official  bnuncai  at  tW 

boars  of  two  and  three  in  the  r '■ — 
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would  be  detrimental  to  tbe  pablic  lertice, 

A  resolution  of  this  kind  woald,  in  fact, 

require  >o  many  corresponding  resolutions 

to  give  it  effect,  and  would  create  bo  great 

a  change  in  all  existing  modes  of  trans- 

•Cting  business,  that  he  vould  not,  at  all 

CTena  at  present,  and  in  tbe  total  abieni 


of  erery  other  pTeparatory  arrangement, 
give  his  consent  to  it. 

Mr,  Ewart  agreed  nith  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Middlesex  that  a  very  large  portion 
of  the  local  business  now  transacted  by 
that  House  might  be  judiciously  trans- 
fend  to  local  tribunals.  One  great  soarce 
of  complaint  with  bim  was,  the  irregularity 
of  the  pressure  of  basiness  of  tbe  House 
upon  some  Members  and  sot  upon  others. 
On  what  was  teehnicallj  termed  "  field 
days"  there  was  a  full  attendance  of 
Members,  but  oa  ordinary  occasions  the 
great  burthen  of  attendance  fell  upon  a 
certain  number  of  Members  who  felt  it 
their  duty  to  remain  at  their  posts,  though 
they  did  not  feel  less  strongly  tbe  nnequal 
ihare  of  labour  which  was  thus  imposed 
utwn  thim,  '  He  approved  of  earlier  sit- 
tings. Perhaps,  the  best  plsn  that  could 
be  adopted  would  be,  for  the  House,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Session,  to  devote  three 
whole  solid  days  a  week  to  public  busi- 
ness, and  three  other  days  aweek  to  public 
Committees.  This,  however,  was  matter 
for  future  consideration  ;  but,  in  the  mean- 
time, as  they  must  make  a  beginning,  and 
as  common  sense  and  the  public  conve- 
nience were  both  in  bvonr  of  earlier  hours, 
he  thought  they  could  oot  do  better  than 
adopt  this  Resolution,  which  he  was  ready 
to  aJter  according  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin,  if 
that  alteration  met  the  views  of  tbe  House. 
Mr.  Thonua  Attwood  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Middlesej  that  private 
business,  and  even  questions  as  to  the 
establishment  of  railroads,  might  with 
great  propriety  be  intrusted  to  some  sub- 
ordinate authority — perhaps  with  thesafe- 
Siard  of  an  appeal  to  a  Committee  of  that 
onse.  It  might  be  referred  to  the  Jus- 
tices at  Quarter  Sessions,  or  to  a  delega- 
tioQ  from  the  Justices  of  several  counties 
{ammdiitemtntt),  five  or  sis  for  England 
and  two  or  three  for  Ireland  and  Scotland ; 
and  this  would  Icbtb  the  House  at  liberty 
to  attend  to  the'more  important  functions 
of  legation.  At  present  they  were  so 
overpowered  with  business  that  fonr^fifths 
of  it  was  done  ia  a  very  hurried  and  in- 


Dr.  Bowring  said,  the  attention  of  the 
House  was  distracted  from  the  consider- 
ation of  its  more  ui^nt  business  by  the 
vast  variety  of  claims  .upon  it.  He  had 
witnessed  the  proceedings  of  more  repre- 
sentative bodies  than  most  individuals  of 
that  House,  and  he  could  say  that  that 
was  the  only  representative  body  that  did 
not  make  all  other  concerns  subordinate 
to  the  great  public  interests  intrusted  to 
their  care.  The  public  service  would  gain 
very  much  if  they  gave  to  the  public  inter- 
ests the  hours  of  the  day  instead  of  the 
weary  and  exhausting  hours  of  the  night. 
It  became  them  to  take  some  measures 
for  the  furtherance  of  the  public  business ; 
and  he  trusted  that  the  House  would  give 
attention  to  the  proposal  of  his  hon. 
Friend  ;  and  sure  he  was,  that  unless  the 
period  arrived  in  which  the  day  should  be 
given  to  the  great  concerns  of  the  nation, 
those  concerns  could  not  be  properly 
attended  to. 

Mr.  O'Connell's  Amendment  was  nega- 
tived without  a  division,  and  the  House 
divided  on  the  original  Motion.. 

The  gallery  was  then  cleared  for  a  divi- 
sion, ^en  there  appeared;  Ayes  51; 
Noes  ^33 ;  Majority  182, 
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Atcberley,  D.  F. 
Attwood,  Thomas 
Bashaw,  J. 
Baldwin,  Dr. 
Barnard,  E.O. 
Barry,  G.  S. 
Btsh,T. 
Bodkin,  J.  J. 
Bowring,  Dr. 
Brady,  D.  C. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Butler,  Col. 
CaUaahan,  D. 
Crawford,  W.S. 
Edwards,  CoL 
Elphinitons,  H, 
Fielden,  J. 
Fituimon,  C. 
Gillon,  W.  D. 
Orote,  G. 
Usrdy.J. 
HealbcoBt,  J. 
Hector,  C.  J. 
Hindlev,  C. 
Hume,  J. 
Leonard,  T.B. 


Litter,  E.  C. 
Mahsr.J. 

Moleiworth,  Sir  W. 
Muigrave,  Sir  R. 
O'Brien,  W.  S 
O'Connell.M. 
O'Connell,  J. 
O'Coonell,  M, 
O'Connell,  M.J. 
Palmer,  Genend 
Potter,  R. 
Roche,  W. 
Bundle,  J, 
Sinclair,  Sir  G. 
Strickland,  Sir  G- 
Tancred,  H.  W. 
Thoraetey,  T. 
Talk,C.  A. 
Turner,  W. 
WakleY,T, 
Wuoo,  R. 
WiJks,  J. 
WilliMn»,W.A. 

TSLiaas. 
W.  EwarU 
D.  O'Connell. 


p.AiiT— Rbpobt  ox  thb  Addkiss.] 
The  Report  on  tbe  Address  vra*  brought 
up. 
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On  the  motion  tbat  it  be  agreed  to, 
Mr,  Ftctortaid,  that  tinder  the  pecaliar 
circumstaaces  in  which  he  felt  bimielf 
placed,  and  the  vote  of  the  previous  oigbt, 
which  laactioned  the  terma  and  the  pria- 
ciples  of  the  Address  from  the  Throne,  he 
■bould  appeal  to  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  for  making  some  remarks  on  a  Bub- 
ject  of  great  importance  to  the  interest 
and  honour  of  this  country,  as  they  af< 
fected  our  foreign  relations  and  out  in- 
ternal interests.  The  subject  was  the 
passage  in  the  Royal  Speech  which  was 
echoed  by  the  Address  relative  to  the 
affairs  of  Spain.  He  felt  himself  called  on 
in  justice  and  duty  to  protest  against  this 
portion  of  the  Speech  and  the  Address, 
and  the  whole  conduct  of  the  Government 
towards  Spain,  which  reflected  discredit 
beyond  measure  upon  all  those  who  were 
instrumental  in  our  recent  proceedings 
with  regard  to  that  conntry.  Paragraphs 
appeared  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day 
detailing  the  nature  of  our  interference 
with  the  internal  concerns  of  that  country, 
and  unfolding  monstrous  crimes  and 
horrors,  in  no  small  degree  created  by  oui 
wanton  and  unprincipled  tampering, 
which  were  a  reproach  to  the  present  sge, 
and  fixed  a  blot  on  our  humanity.  He 
could  not  be  supposed  to  know  what  esti- 
mate Gentlemen  opposite  set  on  their  own 
character,  but  if  he  were  to  judge  from 
the  decision  that  all  unprejudiced  and  im- 
partial men  had  pronounced  on  it,  he 
should  look  on  it  as  reduced  to  a  very  low 
standard.  The  abetting  of  sanguinary 
courses  of  public  and  uncalled  for  con6s- 
cations  of  property,  of  devastation  of  whole 
districts,  was  not  a  course  that  could  or 
ought  to  be  expected  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain.  Why,  he  would 
ask,  should  the  British  Parliament  lend  its 
approval  to  the  measures  of  any  govern- 
ment in  friendly  relation  with  it  that  was 
guilty  of  such  barbarities  as  were  prac- 
tised at  Barcelona  and  other  places  7  How 
did  the  Government  act  in  their  inter- 
coune  with  Spain  7  They  had  virtually 
sent  ont,  by  their  connivance  at  a  public 
tnlistment,  hordes  of  rutBans  from  the 
purlieus  of  London  to  wage  war  against  a 
nation  with  whom  we  professed  to  be  at 
peace.  By  this  act  tbey  degraded  the 
character  of  the  British  oSicer  and  the 
British  soldier.  It  was  an  insult  to  Bri- 
tiah  feeling.  Even  the  British  navy  was 
tainted  by  their  unusual  and  dishonourable 
coodtKit,  by  tbair  making  £riti«h  vessels 
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prison-houses  and  convict-ships  ..for  the 
reception  of  foreign  prisoners.  He  deeply 
regretted  the  conduct  of  a  British  Minister 
who  could  sanction  such  proceedings,  and 
lower  the  character  of  Great  Britain  ia  the 
eyes  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Grove  Price  rose  amidst  consider- 
able confusion,  and  interruption.  The 
hon.  Member  said,  if  the  feeling  of  the 
House  were  expressed  against  his  address- 
ing it  on  the  subject  to  which  his  hon. 
Friend  had  made  such  just  and  pointed 
reference  he  should  bow  to  its  decisioit 
and  be  silent;  but  if  it  were  meant  to 
resist  him  by  unseemly  clamour  and  offen- 
sive interruptions,  then  he  should  perse* 
vera  in  vindicating  his  privilege  as  a  Uem< 
ber  of  Parliament,  and  deliver  his  opi- 
nions. He  would  ask  was  it  decorous  and 
fair  for  any  hon.  Member,  or  party  of 
Members,  to  insult  and  thwart  anolhei 
Member,  when  he  stood  forward  to  deliver 
his  free  and  conscientious  opioioiu  7  Wat 
this  the  usage  of  Parliament  7  Was  this 
"  fair  play,"  in  which  Englishmen  so  much 
excelled  ?  He  would  appeal  to  the  ho- 
nour of  the  House.  He  would,  in  despite 
of  any  factious  clamour,  maintain  his  own 
principles,  which  were  the  principles  of  the 
British  nation — the  principles  of  liberality, 
impartiality,  and  humanity — principle! 
that  were  as  much  opposed  to  dishonour- 
able dealing  as  they  were  to  reckless  and 
unprovoked  cruelty.  He  would,  thereforei 
not  allow  himself  to  be  beaten  down  by 
factious  ejaculations,  which  reflected  dis- 
grace on  the  parties,  in  delivering  his  opi- 
nions on  the  present  uncalled-for  and  un- 
principled interference  by  our  Government 
in  the  civil  commotions  of  Spain.  Ha 
did  not  regret  his  having  abstained  from 
entering  into  the  discussion  on  this  point 
last  night,  because  he  did  not  wish  to  en- 
cumber the  general  question  of  the  debate 
on  the  Address  with  any  irrelevant  and 
desultory  dissertations  on  an  isolated  sub- 
ject. He  thought  it  better  to  hear  the 
arguments  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
Robert  Peel),  on  the  whole  subject  of  the 
Speech,  than  create  interruption  by  ths 
expression  of  hts  own  views  on  an  isolsted 
pomt — a  dissertation  on  our  foreign  policy 
as  affecting  Spain,  He  did  vot  appear 
before  the  House  as  the  propounder  of 
abstract  opinions,  or  as  &  mere  political 
or  moral  theorist;  on  the  contrary,  he 
had  deep  experience  of  the  actual  condi- 
tion of  Spain  for  the  last  two  years.  That 
country  which  vas  the  theatre  of  Bnlub 


lid  ^tR~ 

glory  for  to  long  a  period,  to  whicli  ve 
were  bound  by  lo  many  noble  and  inter- 
esting ties,  and  whose  prosperity  or  degra- 
dation must  affect  ni  eitber  in  the  way  of 
celebrity  or  humiliation.  But  it  was  not 
merely  a  feeling  for  the  interest  of  Spain 
that  impelled  him  so  much  as  a  love  for 

t'ustice  and  humanity  to  raise  his  voice  in 
lamble  bat  resolute  dissent,  not  unmixed 
with  indignation,  from  the  style  and  spirit 
in  which  the  barbarian  policy  of  the  pre- 
sent rulers  of  Spain  had  been  alluded  to 
with  so  much  inflation  of  unprincipled  and 
unmerited  panegyric.  Whenever  and 
wherever  the  brutal  conduct  of  the  present 
Government  of  Spain  was  spoken  of  in 
terras  of  commendation,  no  matter  how 
high  the  quarter,  or  great  the  authority 
might  have  been  whence  the  praise  might 
come,  he,  as  a  man  with  the  feelings  of  s 
Christian,  "  considering  that  nothing  hu- 
man was  alien  from  his  consideration  and 
Bympathy,''should,  and  ever  would,  receive 
it  with  sturdy  remonstrance  and  indignant 
disclaimer.  The  Speech  from  the  Throne 
and  the  Address  spoke  of"  the  vigour  and 
prudence"  of  the  Queen  of  Spain.  Where 
was  that  vigour  displayed?  It  was  found 
anywhere  but  in  the  field.  If  any  where 
found,  it  was  only  to  be  found  in  the  cruel 
butchery  of  unoffending  and  helpless  mul- 
titudes by  savage  banditti  whetted  on  by 
the  stimulants  of  authority,  and  inflamed 
by  political  rancour.  Where  was  their 
prudence  eihibited  7  It  was  not  in  the 
wise  and  temperate  councils  of  a  Govern- 
ment anxious  for  the  perperuity  of  general 
concord  among  the  people,  for  the  preser- 
vation of  their  happmess  and  the  security 
of  their  liberties.  It  was  not  surely  to  be 
■eea  in  the  wild  saturnalia  of  atrocities 
that  marked  the  career  of  one  of  her 
favoured  Generals,  who  had  marked  his 
way  with  the  blood  of  his  countrymen, 
man  dead  to  all  the  commiseration  and 
compunctions  of  human  nature,  whose 
name  must  go  down  the  stream  of  time 
encumbered  and  blasted  with  the  execra- 
tions of  a  feeling  and  discriminating  pos- 
terity. Yes,  he  would  not  hesitate  to 
brand  with  the  name  of  monster  a  man 
who,  professing  himself  to  be  a  great  and 
old  patriot,  would  strew  his  road  of  con- 
quest with  the  bodies  of  his  own  coun- 
trymen, whose  anccess  was  only  to  be 
registered  by  the  extermination  of  whole 
villages,  the  decimation  of  the  people  and 
the  tears  and  cries  of  orphanetl  children 
•nd  widowed  nothera.    What  other  name 
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that  of  monster  conld  he  give  to  the 
hoary  butcher  of  Catalonia  ?  "  Vigour 
and  prudence,"  indeed  I  What  an  abuse 
ofnameal  what  a  mockery  of  justice  and 
morals  !  If  the  Ministers  of  the  King,  or 
the  noble  Lord  whose  peculiar  department 
it  was  to  superintend  the  foreign  relations  of 
the  country,  and  who  seemed  to  look  on 
the  mighty  and  complex  interests  of 
Continental  States  with  as  much  levity 
and  heedlessness  as  he  would  on  an  useless 
hair-dye,  were  to  add  to  "  vigour  and  pru- 
dence" the  word  "  commiseration"  the 
climax  of  insult  and  derision  would  be 
complete;  and  it  would  fill  up  the  measure 
of  the  bitterest  and  most  unfeeling  sarcasm 
that  ever  fell  from  the  lips  of  man.  Was  it 
"  vigour  and  prudence" — for  it  waa  either 
as  much  as  it  was  "  commiseration"— 
to  drag  forth  the  helpless  children 
before  the  files  of  bristling  troops,  and 
then  compel  the  fathers  to  discharge  the 
contents  of  their  loaded  musketry  into 
the  bodies  of  those  who  sprung  from  their 
own  loins?  He  should  apologise  for  his 
warmth,  but  it  wa^natural  warmth,  for  who 
could  feel  cool  and  composed  in  the  con- 
templation of  these  unmatched  barbarities  7 
What  would  the  House  or  the  country  say 
when  they  found  that  these  infuriated 
brutalities  were  not  the  sudden  and  giddy 
impulse  of  excited  politics  or  of  religious 
enthusiasm,  but  of  a  cold,  predetermined, 
and  savage  imitation  of  the  demon  cruel- 
ties committed  at  Nantes  under  that 
ministerial  apostle  of  democracy,  Fouche? 
It  was  not  enough  to  kill  life — revenge  was 
carried  beyond  the  gates  of  death,  and 
ifae  bodies  of  the  victims  were  exposed  to 
the  most  revolting  indignities.  Vet  these 
were  the  men  whom  the  Counsellors  of 
his  Majesty  represent  and  laud  as  fit  ob- 
jects for  freedom  and  proper  Members  of 
a  representative  Government.  The  name 
of  liberty  was  prostituted  and  degraded  in 
such  a  cause.  These  men  were  unfit  for 
rational  or  constitutional  liberty.  Their 
liberty  was  the  dissoluteness  of  brigands.  If 
they  were  fit  for  liberty,  letthem  first  intro- 
duce some  defined  and  fixed  plan  of  good 
Government — some  stable  principles  of 
justice — some  steady  code  of  human 
morals.  It  waa  true  a  few  were  punished 
because  they  chose  to  erect  a  coostitn- 
tional  stone,  or  some  such  foolery;  but 
the  great  anthorsof  these  sangu in arj crimes 
escaped.  All  this  no  doubt  might  be  con- 
sidered as  evidence  of  the  vigour  of  Govern- 
ment ;  but  what  bad  been  the  pn»f  of  tti 


prudence  ?  It  coiuisted  in  the  confiicatioii 
of  Church  property — with  what  view  ?  To 
feed  the  ipeculatlag  vultures  of  the  Stock 
Exchanges  of  Europe.  He  ihould  be 
•orry  to  encourage  any  tystera  of  repre- 
sentative or  civil  Constitution,  which 
would  repay  hireling  delegates  from  the 
confiscation  of  settled  property.  This 
would  not  be  justice,  the  great  and  boun- 
tiful mother  of  civil  institutions,  as  she  was 
the  nurse  and  mother  of  our  individual 
coDoexiona  and  relations  with  each  other. 
What  was  justice?  Itwaanotapureabstrac- 
tion  merely,  defined  and  definable  accord- 
ing to  the  fancy  of  every  interested  and 
rotten- hearted  speculator.  It  was  a  princi- 
ple that  applied  equally  to  all  men,  gaard- 
ing,  above  all  things,  the  sacred  and  old- 
fixed  rights  of  property.  It  was  the  same 
whether  it  a0ected  individuals  or  commu- 
nities. It  was  on  such  grounds  that  he 
should  resist  the  confiscation  of  Church 
property,  although  he  would  modify  and 
■o  arrange  it  as  to  make  it  conducive  to 
the  greatest  possible  |;ood.     He  wae  sut- 

Sirised  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
or  Dublin  (Mr.  O'Connell)  did  not  de- 
nounce this  wholesale  confiscation  with 
all  that  vehemence  and  daring  with  which 
he  denounced  even  imaginary  wrongs. 
He  professed  himself  a  rigid  Catholic, 
anxious,  above  all  things,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Catholic  asceitdancy  in  its 
good  old  character.  But  why  should  he 
be  surprised?  The  confiscation  in  Spain 
was  for  the  advancement  of  revolution 
and  the  good  of  democracy,  and,  as  such, 
it  did  not  come  within  the  range  of  his 
censure.  He  advocated  confiscation  at 
home,  but  he  blinked  the  question  of 
confiscation  abroad.  He  was  a  good 
Catholic,  doubtless,  and  wished  to  steer 
clear  of  any  expression  that  might  affect 
bis  Church.  How  loud  would  have  been 
his  denunciations  if,  the  Question  of  Irish 
Tithes  not  intervening,  this  subject  of  the 
confiscation  of  Church  property,  were  the 
only  question  that  engrossed  his  mind  ? 
He  would  now  venture  to  allude  to  the 
hope  expressed  in  the  Address,  that  the 
Carlist  party  in  Spain  would  soon  be 
crashed  by  the  measures  now  adopted 
against  them.  He  could  not  join  in  that 
hope.  He  bad  some  knowledge  of  Spain, 
from  informatioD  derived  from  friends  who 
had  been  much  in  that  country.  He 
believed  that  Spain  was  at  present  divided 
into  two  great  parties,  of  one  of  which  the 
Queen's  party  was  a  mere  fraction.    The 
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liberal  party,  aa  it  was  called,  cotiusted  <tf 
people  in  office,  and  of  men  who  held 
republican  opinions.  Since  the  days  of 
Gil  Bias  the  Spanish  nobles  were  fond  of 
salaites — they  would  support  any  Govern^ 
ment.  They  were  fond  of  luxurions  ease, 
and  full  of  their  own  importance ;  they 
were  not,  therefore,  the  men  likely  to  make 
a  struggle  for  their  own  independence. 
In  the  civil  commotions  that  raged  in  that 
country  of  late  they  bad  been  excluded 
from  power  because  of  their  incapacity, 
and  this  exclusion  rendered  them  still 
more  incapable.  They  were  the  men  who 
welcomed  Joseph,  and  hailed  the  tyranny 
of  Napoleon,  and  if  they  succeeded  in 
crushing  Don  Carlos,  would  hurl  Chris- 
tina and  her  daughter  from  the  throne  in 
less  than  six  months.  That  party  pos- 
sessed the  aea-ports;  it  enrolled  in  it* 
ranks  nearly  all  the  men  of  letters  ia 
Spain — that  he  admitted;  it  had  also  on 
its  side  all  the  race  of  speculators ;  it  em- 
braced a  small  number  of  the  apostate 
clergy,  a  small  portion  of  the  populatioa 
of  the  towns,  and  the  rabble  everywhere. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Carlist  party  con- 
sisted not  of  those  whom  the  noble  Lord 
had  described  as  its  members  some  eight 
months  ago.  It  was  not  confined  entirely 
to  the  four  Basque  provinces.  That  party 
formed  the  mass  of  the  rural  populatioa 
of  Spain.  It  formed  a  large  diviuon  in  the 
towns  1  it  had  the  clergy  to  a  man ;  it  had 
the  whole  of  that  noble  order  of  men  whom 
we  designate  Yeomen ;  it  had  also  the 
entire  order  of  the  peasantry.  He  had  a 
Return  from  the  Secretary- at- War  to 
Don  Carlos,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  there  were,  at  this  moment,  in 
arms,  100,000  powerful  and  determined 
men,  all  anxious  to  support  the  cause  of 
that  Prince.  [Laugkler.^  If  the  noble 
Viscount  (Viscount  Palmerston)  doubted 
the  fact,  be  would  show  him  the  Return* 
Besides  their  numbers,   there  were  other 


before  he  plunged  the  country  into  diffi- 
culties,of  which  no  man  could  now  say,  that 
be  saw  the  end,  had  studied  the  character 
of  the  people  of  Spain.  Look,  he  would 
say,  at  the  difierent  characters  of  the 
combating  armies.  The  Carlists  were 
under  the  impulse  of  four  of  the  strongest 
feelings  which  infiuenced  the  heart  of 
man.  First  of  all,  they  were  a  people  of  a 
simple  and  pastoral  race,  long  accustomed 
to  tneir  own  habits  and  institutions.    They 
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fcad  lind  tnd  died  «s  then  fbrnlkthan 
bad  ItTed  and  died.  [Laiyhter.]  He  be- 
lieved that  he  bad  used  one  word  in 
mistake.  He  would  withdraw  the  word 
"died,"  and  would  use  the  word  "suc- 
ceeded," in  its  stead.  The  first  principle, 
tfaeD,  on  which  the  Garlists  were  nerved 
WM  one  which  the  noble  Viscount  would 
be  astonished  to  hear  as  coming  from  his 
lipi  t  but  from  their  long  habits  of  inde- 
pendence, and  from  the  little  superin- 
tendence of  their  Government,  they  had 
contracted  something  of  the  itemness  and 
resoluteness  of  the  Republican  character. 
They  had  next,  a  devoted  attachment  to 
their  institutions,  which  they  had  pas- 
■nsed  from  a  period  long  antecedent  to 
the  earliest  Charter  granted  to  the  people 
of  this  country.  These  institutions  had 
all  been  destroyed  by  the  tyrannical  Oo- 
Temment  of  Madrid.  The  third  principle 
with  which  they  were  embued,  was  the 
principle  of  religion — they  were  atuched 
to  their  clergy,  and  the  masiacres  of 
Bareelona,  of  Saragossa,  and  of  Madrid, 
were  not  likely  to  attach  them  to  their 
new  masters.  The  fourth  principle,  wai 
the  principle  of  chivalry,  which  had  in- 
duced them  to  rally  round  the  standard 
of  a  Prince,  who  preferred  to  a  life  of  eate, 
and  indulgence,  and  wealth,  the  assertion, 
amidst  privation,  and  distress,  and  danger, 
of  the  rights  which  bad  fallen  upon  him  as 
the  descendant  of  the  first  Sovereign  in 
Europe,  and  who  had  chosen  to  share  the 
hirouBC  of  hii  soldiers,  rather  than  disgrace 
and  degrade  himself  by  accepting  the 
miserable  pension  which  the  Government 
of  the  Queen  proposed  to  dole  out  to  him 
What  was  the  party  arrayed  against  him 
on  the  other  side  ?  Were  they  not  men 
who,  being  actually  dragged  into  the  field, 
without  the  slightest  interest  but  their  pay, 
were  unable  to  meet  the  hardy  warriors  of 
Don  Carlos  in  fair  and  open  fight  ?  Were 
they  able,  he  repeated,  to  contend  with 
such  hardy  warriors  ?  No,  wherever  they 
had  met  them,  they  had  fled  before  them, 
publishing,  when  their  retreat  was  ac- 
complished in  safely,  fictitious  bulletins  of 
victories  which  they  had  never  achieved. 
Within  the  last  month,  Generals  Cordova 
and  Evans  had  sustained  from  them  more 
than  one  sharoefal  defeat ;  and,  lamentable 
as  the  statement  was,  it  vras  only  fit  that 
the  Hoase  should  know  it,  the  very  arms 
which  this  Government  had  sent  from 
England,  were  the  first  weapons  embrued 
in  the  blood  of  Engbshmen.   The  conduct 


of  the  partisans  of  Don  Carlos,  at  tha 
same  time,  vras  moderate  and  humane 
comparison;  but  the  conduct  of  his 
opponents  was  marked  by  the  most  heart- 
less cruelty.  They  had  shot  their  wounded 
prisoners  —  they  had  massacred  whole 
villages — they  had  decimated  their  own 
-anks  to  prevent  desertion — and,  notwith- 
itanding  all  this,  of  which  he  could  not 
suppose  the  noble  Viscount  to  be  ignorant, 
the  noble  Viscount  had  come  down,  with 
his  bland  and  dulcet  voice,  to  inform  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  the  prudent  and 
vigorous  conduct  of  the  Queen's  Govern- 
ment would  soon  restore  tranquillity  to 
Spain.  He  had  read,  he  must  say,  with 
deep  horror,  a  letter  which  had  appeared 
in  the  public  newspapers,  and  whicli  pur- 
ported to  be  written  by  the  nohle  Viscount 
to  B  roost  venerable  man,  the  Bishop  of 
Leon.  The  Bishop  of  Leon  was  anxions 
that  the  Chriatinos  of  Spain  should  be 
less  prodigal  of  blood  than  they  bad  been 
for  some  mouths ;  and,  to  accomplish  that 
great  object  of  his  anxiety,  had  written  to 
the  noble  Viscount  in  the  mild  spirit  of  a 
clergyman,  requesting  him  to  exert  his 
influence  to  save  the  lives  of  twenty-seven 
of  his  countrymen,  who  had  been  captured 
by  a  Spanish  cruiser  off  the  coast  of  Spain, 
whilst  sailing  under  the  protection  or  the 
British  flag.  What  was  the  answer  which 
the  Bishop  of  Leon  received  from  the 
noble  Viscount?  No  answer,  lo  far  ai 
the  safety  of  thou  unfortunate  men  was 
concerned.  He  did  indeed  obtain  a  reply 
to  his  application,  but  it  was  in  a  tone 
bordering  more  upon  flippancy  than  be- 
came a  Minister  of  the  British  Crown. 
In  answering;  that  petition  for  mercy,  the 
noble  Viscount  went  out  of  his  way  to 
bring  a  charge  against  Don  Carlos  of 
having  prescribed  to  his  officers  and 
soldiers,  the  assassination  of  their  prisonen 
as  a  military  duty,  and  after  doing  that, 
proceeded  to  sneer  at  the  motives  of  the 
Bishop  of  Leon,  who,  he  was  informed, 
was  a  pattern  of  the  Christian  faith  which 
he  believed  and  professed.  Spain  was  a 
member  of  the  great  European  community, 
and  her  internal  tranquillity  must  always 
form  matter  of  deep  interest  to  the 
other  branches  of  the  community,  inas- 
much as  there  could  not  be  a  Revolu- 
tion in  one  State  of  Europe  at  present 
without  something  like  injury  accruing  to 
every  other.  But  when  he  looked  to  the 
condition  of  Spain,  and  heard  men  expresi 
hopes  for  its  peace  and  trtDquiUity,  and 
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nw  nothing  there  but  icenes  of  riot  and 
dnorder,  hefeh  that  he  could  not  cloie  his 
remarks  upon  that  subject  better  than  by 
reminding  the  Hoqm  or  an  observation 
which  had  been  made  by  a  great  master 
of  men  and  manners,  whose  immortal 
works  still  attracted  the  same  attention 
which  thej  had  attracted  2,000  years 
ago: — "In  turbas  et  discordias  pessimo 
caique  plurima  vis — paic  et  quies  bonis 
anibus  indigent."  Nothing  could  be  more 
delightful  than  our  present  friendship  with 
Louis  Philippe,  the  hero  of  the  barricades, 
the  Idonarch  of  the  glorious  days  of  July. 


Aye,  there's  the  rub. 
the  opinion  of  some  hon.  Gentlemen  s 
Throne  could  only  be  hallowed  by  illegiti- 
macy, A  legitimate  Monarch  could  not 
have  done  one-hundredth  part  of  what 
Louis  Philippe  had  done.  Nicholas  of 
Russia,  witn  all  his  barbaric  pomp  and 
power,  dared  not  attempt  a  tenth  part  of 
the  tyranny  of  Louis  Philippe,  The 
French  were  now  paying  the  penalty  of 
that  great  saturnalia  of  iniquity  in  which 
they  had  revelled  during  their  Revolution; 
aod  such  was  the  destruction  of  every 
barrier  against  despotism  which  then  took 
place,  that  it  was  now  found  impossible  to 
construct  the  fabric  of  a  Constitutional 
Monarchy  without  making  the  nation 
previously  undergo  the  ordeal  of  an 
absolute  Oriental  despotism.  He  wished 
to  put  the  noble  Viscount  opposite  on  his 
guard  with  respect  to  the  alliance  with 
France,  which  he  had  every  reason  to 
believe  the  noble  Viicount  would  find 
hollow  and  uncertain  as  a  building  of 
untempered  mortar.  Frenchmen  never 
Would  forget  the  Tictories  over  them, 
achieved  by  British  arms;  the  present 
generation  thirsted  for  revenge — the  next 
would  inherit  their  feelings  and  tread  in 
their  footsteps;  and  an  English  alliance, 
nnless  for  some  immediate  and  interested 
purpose,  would  always  excite  the  detesta- 
tion of  the  French,  becanse  this  country 
had  hurled  their  idol  from  his  llirone  of 
power,  and  erected  the  standard  of  Eng- 
land on  the  heights  of  Montmartre.  As 
long  as  the  trophies  of  Waterioo  existed, 
France  would  look  for  vengeance.  One 
country  had  been  at  the  head  of  the 
Revolutionary  Movement  for  years,  as  the 
other  had  been  the  leader  of  the  Conserva- 
tive party  of  Europe  ;  and  it  was  not  to 
be  imagined,  considering  the  circumstances 
and  the  jealouiiea  to  which  he  had  le- 
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ferred,  that  an  allianee  between  Fraiioe 
and  England  could  be  reckoned  upon  u 
stable  or  permaDent. 

Mr,  HttJM  said,  the  hon.  Mamijer  for 
Dover  had  characterised  the  hou.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Westminster  in  a  maO' 
ner  and  in  language  that  could  not  ba 
borne  in  any  civilized  country.  There  were 
no  epithets  ift  the  English  language  wone 
than  those  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
applied  to  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend, 
and  to  the  British  troops  which  were  aerr- 
ing  under  him.  Did  the  hon.  Gentleman 
seriously  think  that  a  gallant  officer,  who 
had  so  highly  distinguished  himself  in  the 
British  service,  ought  to  have  been  spoken 
of  in  such  terms  ?  The  time  would  come 
when  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  him- 
self; but  as  that  time  had  not  arrived,  h« 
(Mr.  Hume)  could  not  refrain  from  pro- 
testing against  the  coune  which  had  been 
pursued  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Dover. 
The  language  used  by  the  hon.  Member 
was  entirely  inapplicable  to  the  object  of 
his  attack,  who  was  perfectly  justified  in 
what  he  had  done.  Was  it  the  first  time 
that  English  troops  bad  fonght  nnder 
foreign  banners  ?  And  for  what  did  they 
fight?  For  the  cause  of  the  constitution 
and  for  the  cause  of  liberty.  He  would 
take  upon  himself  to  say  that,  considering 
the  whole  of  the  language  used  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dover  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sandwich,  with  respect  to  the 
system  of  proceedings  in  Spain,  those  hon. 
Gentlemen  ought  to  be  grateful  for  any 
assistance  that  was  calculated  to  pat  an 
end  to  such  a  system.  Did  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dover  suppose  that  there  was 
any  man  in  that  House,  on  which  sida 
soever  of  it  he  might  sit,  who  approved  of 
the  atrocious  proceedings  of  either  the 
Carlists  or  the  Republicans ;  or  who  would 
give  his  sanction  to  the  dreadful  proceed- 
ings which  had  taken  place  at  Barcelona 
or  elsewhere?  It  was  true  that  the  hon. 
id  learned  Member  for  Dublin  had  in 
that  House  distinctly  characterized  those 
proceedings,  and  had  condemned  Mina 
and  the  other  Individuals  connected  with 
them  in  the  manner  in  which  they  deserved 
to  be  characterised ;  but  did  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dover,  therefore,  suppose  that 
there  was  any  man  in  that  House  prepared 
to  defend  those  proceedings?  For  himself, 
he  willingly  admitted  that  it  was  impoisihla 
ive  any  thing  more  horrible  than 
the  3aicelona  mnrdnv.    But  wlut  wu 


their  eauu  t  It  vb>  the  violeoce  of  the 
[iroceedlDgi  on  the  other  side  of  the  ques- 
tioa  which  hud  1^  to  retribution  aod 
punisbmeDU  All  this  only  shoved  what 
muBt  be  the  result  of  civil  war,  and  ought 
to  act  as  a  stroa^  inducement  on  those 
who  had  the  power  of  putting  aa  end  to 
it  to  do  so.  He,  therefore,  thought  the 
whole  of  that  portion  of  the>  speeches  of 
the  hon.  Members  for  Doyer  and  Sandwich 
which  was  addressed  to  this  subject  was 
irrelevant ;  and  he  thought  that  those  hon. 
Gentlemen  had  cast  aspersions  where  they 
ought  to  have  abatained  from  doing  to. 
The  Address  itself  contained  allusions  to 
so  many  important  questions,  that  he  was 
unwilling  to  offer  a  single  observation 
upon  them.  When  he  looked  at  the  stafK- 
tnents  respecting  the  prospect  of  a  conti- 
nuance of  peace  in  the  world,  the  expedi- 
ency of  settling  the  Tithe  Question  in 
England  and  Ireland,  the  justice  of  putting 
the  Dissenters  on  the  same  footing  as  their 
fellow-subjects,  and  the  other  measures 
advened  to  in  the  Address,  he  could  only 
say  that  he  considered  those  measures  as 
the  harbingers  of  the  peace  and  prosperity 
of  the  empire.  On  the  whole,  he  hailed 
the  Speedi  from  the  Throne  aa  pregnant 
with  advantage  to  the  country.  But  there 
was  one  single  point  on  which  he  begged 
leave  to  say  a  word  ;  he  meant  the  propo- 
utioD  for  increasing  the  supplies  required 
for  the  navy.  If  his  Majesty's  Government 
would  get  rid  of  10,000  of  the  troops  now 
employed  in  Ireland  (whicb,  in  his  opinion, 
under  existing  circumstances,  they  might 
do  with  perfect  safety),  they  might  apply 
the  money  to  the  oaval  service.  The  reasons 
assigned  for  this  increase  of  the  naval  ex- 
jpenditure  were  the  same  as  those  which 
had  been  assigned  in  similar  cases  by  every 
Government  in  the  country  during  the  last 
twenty  years.  For  his  part  be  could  see 
no  sound  reason  for  the  step,  and  he  hoped 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  would  reconsider 
it.  He  protested  against  that  proposition 
as  the  only  part  of  the  Speech  and  Address 
to  which  ae  had  an  objection.  He  re- 
peated that  he  had  no  objection  to  reduce 
the  army  in  Ireland  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
creasing the  navy.  While  Ireland  was 
ill-treated  it  must  be  filled  with  troops ; 
but  if  justice  were  done  it,  if  it  were  put 
on  the  same  civil  footing  as  England,  so 
also  might  its  military  establishment.  In 
his  opinion,  his  Majesty's  Ministers  in 
that  House  deserved  great  credit  for  their 
persevering  resistance  to  the  Amendment 
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on  the  Address  which  had  been  moved  bj 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Tamwortb. 
He  wished  their  colleagues  in  another 
place  had  shown  equal  firmness.  How 
was  it  to  be  understood  that  Ministerft 
silting  in  the  same  Cabinet  should  bold 
different  opinions  on  a  question  of  so  mach 
importance?  He  was  quite  aware  that  it 
might  be  supposed  that  there  was  a  ma- 
jority in  the  other  House  of  Parliament 
which  rendered  any  opposition  to  the  pro- 
posed Amendment  hopeless.  But  that 
was  the  very  reason  for  persevering  in  that 
opposition,  as  the  result  woiild  show  the 
country  who  were  the  parties  favourable, 
and  who  were  the  parties  unfavourable,  to 
liberal  principles.  To  him  it  would  be 
the  last  recommendation  of  any  proposi- 
tion to  say,  that  it  was  favoured  by  the 
House  of  Lords.  He  considered  the  Peera 
as  destitute  of  fellow-feeling  for  their 
countrymen ;  as  out  of  the  pale  of  general 
sympathy;  and  the  time  was  coming  when 
this  would  be  the  universal  conviction  of 
the  community.  Though  the  Lords  were 
privileged,  they  were  not  privileged  to  do 
evil.  The  proceedings  of  the  Honse  of 
Lords  last  year  were  not  of  a  nature  to  re- 
commend the  adoption  of  any  of  their 
propositions.  While,  therefore,  he  con- 
gratulated the  Ministers  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  their  successful  resistance  to 
the  Amendment  of  last  night,  he  lamented 
the  acquiescence  in  it  of  the  Ministers  ia 
the  other  House  of  Parliament.  This  stats 
of  things,  however,  could  not  go  on  long. 
The  Lords  must  be  made  to  feel  that  tha 
people  were  determined  upon  having  a 
real  reform  of  abuses,  and  a  good  and 
economical  Govemmeut ;  and,  unless  they 
turned  over  a  new  leaf,  whatever  they  re- 
commended would  be  opposed,  and  what- 
ever they  opposed  would  be  supported  and 
carried.  Out  of  that  House,  no  voice  wae 
raised  in  favour  of  the  House  of  Lords. 
He  defied  any  man  to  show  him  a  public 
meeting  at  which  the  House  of  Lords  had 
been  spoken  of  with  favour.  They  might 
be  courteously  treated  in  conservative 
societies;  but  he  repeated  his  denial  that 
at  any  public  meeting  they  had  been 
spoken  well  of  by  any  class  of  the  people. 
He  hoped  there  would  be  no  change  in  the 
determination  of  that  House;  be  hoped 
there  would  be  no  change  in  the  determi- 
nation of  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  evinced 
last  year,  and  in  which  determination  the 
country  would  warmly  support  them,  to 
yield  equal  Justice  to  Scotland,  Ireland, 
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ftod  EoglatMl.  That  certainly  would  not 
be  the  caie  if  the  Tories  were  to  come 
into  place.  He  would  not  reruie  them 
the  indulgence  of  faucyiDg  they  might  do 
■o ;  but  in  his  opinion  there  nai  very  little 
chance  of  it.  In  the  meanwhile  he  would 
continue  atroDgly  to  recommend  public 
economy.  It  had  been  found  that  Acts 
of  Parliament  would  not  keep  up  the  price 
oT  corn.  The  remedy  was  to  reduce  the 
establish meota  of  the  country,  as  the 
prices  had  been  reduced,  to  the  level  of 
the  year  1792.  To  that  they  must  come. 
The  expenses  of  the  Government,  Dotwitb- 
standing  the  great  reductions  which  had 
been  made  by  the  present  Administration, 
were  still  altogether  too  much.  The  coun- 
try ought  not  to  be  saddled  with  any  ad- 
ditional expense  for  the  nary  or  army; 
and  he  had  confidently  expected  that 
great  reductions  would  have  been  made  in 
the  colonial  and  other  branches  of  the 
Government.  Ministera  would  never  have 
hii  uniform  support  while  he  sew  them 
continuing  a  larger  system  of  expense 
than,  in  bis  opinion,  they  ought  to  main- 
tain. With  these  observations,  be  entirely 
concurred  in  the  proposed  Address. 

Hr.  Arthur  Trevor  would  not  have  ob- 
truded himself  on  the  House  had  he  not 
felt  strongly  the  unjust  terms  applied  by 
the  boo.  Member  for  Middlesex  to  the 
speech  of  the  bon.  Memt)er  for  Dover. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  charged  the  bon. 
Member  for  Dover  with  using  unjustiliable 
expressions  in  reference  to  General  Evans. 
He  had  listened  with  pleasure  to  the 
speech  of  his  hon.  Friend,  but  felt  at  a 
lou  to  recollect  any  expressions  deserving 
of  the  animadversions  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Middlesex.  He  understood  the  hon. 
Members  for  Doverand  Sandwich  to  argue, 
that  if  ever  there  was  an  instance  of  un- 
provoked and  improper  interference  with 
B  foreign  power  oy  Ministers  professing 
neutrality,  it  was  to  be  found  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  British  Government  towards 
Spain.  He  fully  concuned  in  this  view  of 
the  case,  and  while  be  denied  that  the 
alluaion  of  the  Member  for  Dover  reflected 
upon  the  character  of  General  Evans,  he 
acquiesced  in  the  opinion  that  those  whom 
ha  commanded  were  the  refuse  of  the 
rabble  of  London,  and  he  thought  it  a  dis- 
grace to  the  British  army  to  find  an  officer 
like  General  Evans,  of  some  distinction, 
and  the  possession  of  considerable  reputa- 
tioa,  engaged  in  a  species  of  warfare  siirU 
as  bad  been  alhiJed  to.  The  hon.  Member 
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for  Middlesex  had  indulged  not  only  in 
unjustifiable  but  uncalled-for  and  uncon- 
stitutional observations  on  the  other  House 
of  Parliament.  The  hon.  Gentleman  said, 
that  "  he  liked  no  one  of  its  acts."  God 
in  heaven  forbid  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
ever  should  like  any  act  of  the  House  of 
Lords.  God  in  l^eaven  forbid  that  the 
advocate  of  reckless  change,  and  the  hater 
of  existing  institutions  should  ever  sully 
with  one  expression  of  approbation  an  as- 
sembly to  which  every  sincere  friend  of 
the  monarchy  looked  in  times  of  danger 
for  protection  and  salvalion.  He  was  not 
indeed  surprised,  when  he  recollected  the 
hoii.  Gentleman's  language  both  out  of 
doors  and  within  those  walls,  to  find  him 
casting  such  aspersions  on  the  Lords  ;  but 
he  must  say,  that  sucb  conduct  was  dero- 
gatory and  unworthy  of  the  character  and 
dignity  of  a  Member  of  that  House.  He 
saw  not  what  business  any  Member  of  that 
House  had,  on  every  occasion,  to  bring 
forward  the  House  of  Lords,  and  convert 
its  proceedings  into  subjects  of  debate, 
unjustly  attempting  to  expose  them  to  pub- 
lic odium,  representing  the  Peers  as  in- 
different to  the  best  interests  of  tbeir  coun- 
try, deaf  to  the  prayers  of  the  people,  and 
ignorant  of  their  wants  and  wishes.  Sncb 
charges  were  unjustifiable  and  gross,  and, 
if  not  transgressing  the  rules  of  Parlia- 
mentary discussion,  he  would  add,  that 
they  were  worthy  of  the  bon.  Gentleman 
who  made  them.  He  for  one,  injustice 
to  the  principles  which  he  professed,  could 
not  do  otherwise  than  enter  his  solemn 
protest  against  the  Address  about  to  be 
sent  op  to  his  Majesty.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  what  was  sufficiently  clearly  ex- 
pressed with  regard  to  the  Irish  Corpora- 
tions, the  whole  was  tioi:  et  prelcerea  nihil, 
for  not  another  subject  was  placed  in  a 
clear  or  satisfactory  light.  One  important 
subject  introduced  by  Ministers  last  Ses- 
sion, and  converted  into  their  war-cry,  had 
been  consigned  to  the  tomb — he  hoped  be 
might  add,  to  oblivion.  Of  course  he  re- 
ferred  to  the  Appropriation  Question. 
They  were  told,  indeed,  of  a  hope  that  the 
Question  of  Tithe  in  Ireland  would  be 
settled  so  as  to  establish  harmony  and 
pence  in  that  country;  and  it  was  also 
stated  that,  on  receiving  a  further  Report 
from  the  Commission  appointed  to  inquire 
ito  the  state  of  the  dioceses  of  England 
and  Wales,  the  Parliatneut.  was  to  direct 
its  attention  to  ihe  I-.tcWaiastipal  Establish- 
ment, with   the  inteniion  of  rendering  it 
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roore  efficient  for  the  holy  purposes  for 
which  it  bad  been  initituted.  He  sincerely 
wished  the  establifihmeqt  mifht  thereby 
become  better  adapted  for  its  sacred  pur- 
pose; but  when  he  considered  into  what 
hands  the  chants  to  be  made,  and  the 
management  of  the  plan  would  fall,  he 
looked  on  the  matter  with  an  extremely 
jealous  eye.  He  had  no  confidence  in  the 
individuals  who,  last  Session,  supported 
the  proposition  of  appropriating  the  reve- 
nues of  the  Irish  Church  to  other  than 
Ecclesiastical  purposes — he  did  not  think 
they  would  do  justice  to  the  Church  pro- 
perty of  Enf^laud ;  and,  in  fact,  he  antici- 
pated nothing  short  of  this — that,  if  un- 
checked, they  would  pursue  some  similar 
system  of  spoliaiioa  with  respect  to  the 
Church  in  this  country.  He  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  there  would  be  such  an  expres- 
sion of  public  feeling  as  might  induce  them 
to  pause  in  their  course. 

Mr.  Ewart  observed,  with  reference  to 
the  accusation  preferred  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Durham  against  his  hon.  Friend, 
the  Member  for  Middlesex,  of  treating  the 
House  of  Lords  with  disrespect,  that  the 
House  of  Lords  had  on  former  occasions 
been  compelled  to  adopt  measures  which 
had  been  advocated  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Middlesex,  and  that  it  was  exceedingly 
probable  that  they  would  be  obliged  to  do 
so  agaio.  There  were  measures  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Middlesex  would 
advocate  that  might  be  carried— that  must 
be  carried  through  the  other  House.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Sandwich  had  panegy- 
rised with  some  vehemence  the  phraseo- 
logy in  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Dover 
had  characterized  iha  conduct  of  one  of 
the  parties  in  Spain.  On  that  point  he 
would  only  say,  that,  like  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Middlesex — and  he  was  sure  like 
every  other  Member  of  that  House — he 
reprobated  inhumanity,  on  which  side 
soever  it  might  be  exhibited.  But  there 
was  one  part  of  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sandwich  against  which  he 
must  stroagly  protest '.  he  meant  the 
passage  in  which  the  hon.  Member  tpdce 
of  the  enmity  that  existed  between  this 
country  and  France.  He  must  say  that 
he  had  heard  with  great  regret  and  pain 
the  declaration,  that  because  one  genera- 
tion might  have  cherished  snch  an  enmity 
it  mast  be  cherished  by  the  next  generation 
also.  This  was  a  strange  and  unphilo- 
Bcphical  view  of  the  tendencies  of  nations, 
and  he  trusted  it  would  prore  to  be  an 
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■  one.  For  bis  own  part,  ba 
hailed  with  infinite  satisfaction  the  state- 
ment in  his  Majesty's  Speech  of  the  inti- 
mate alliance  between  the  two  connlries 
— an  alliance,  however,  which  ba  wished 
to  consider  not  so  much  between  the 
Monarch  of  this  country  and  the  Monarch 
of  France,  as  between  the  people  of  this 
country  end  the  people  of  France.  To 
the  late  Monarch  of  France  it  was  im- 
possible not  to  apply  aline  from  the  works 
of  one  of  the  greatest  poets  of  which  that 
country  could  boast — 

In  those  parts  of  the  Address  alluded  to 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Middlesex,  he 
(Mr.  Ewart)  cordially  concurred.  Although 
circumstances  might  warrant  an  increase 
of  the  navy,  he  trusled  that  no  long  time 
would  elapse  before  they  would  be  enabled 
to  reduce  the  army,  especially  that  part 
of  it  which  was  quartered  in  Ireland. 
Sure  he  was  that  the  only  real  and  sure 
road  to  economy  was  throagh  the  means 
of  reason  and  justice. 

Mr.  Potter  could  not  but  regret  the 
observations  which  had  fallen  fronn  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dnrhatn  (Mr.  Trevor) 
in  reference  to  the  hon.  and  Gallant 
Member  for  Westminster.  The  reBectious 
attempted  to  be  cast  upon  the  conduct  ol 
that  Gallant  Officer  he  thought  wen 
wholly  uncalled  for.  As  regarded  the 
Speech  delivered  from  the  Throne,  be 
confessed  that  to  him  it  had  afforded  un- 
bounded satisfaction,  and  as  it  became 
known  throughout  the  country  he  bad  no 
doubt  but  that  the  feeling  of  satisfaction 
would  become  general.  As  a  Dissenter, 
he  begged  leave  to  thank  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  for  the  intimation  which  us 
Speech  conveyed  of  tbeiriotentitm  speedily 
to  remove  those  grieranoes  under  whioh 
the  Dissenting  bodies  stiil  laboured. 
Upon  that  point  he  hoped  be  might  con- 
gratulate ihem  that  one  of  the  intended 
measures  of  relief  wonld  be  the  removd 
of  the  odious  impost  known  by  the  naoie 
of  Church-rates.  Herejoiced  exceedingly 
in  the  decision  to  which  the  House  had 
come  last  evening,  because  he  felt  it  would 
carry  peace  to  Ireland,  and  to  enable  ns 
to  carry  on  the  Govetnnaent  of  that  coon- 
try  without  the  necessity  of  naiutaiainf 
so  large  a  military  force  as  unfortunate^ 
had  hitherto  been  found  requisite.  He 
hoped,  also,  that  the  men  end  estimates 
for  the  navy  would  be  met  by  a  large 
redaction  of  tbtoe  for  the  aitny. 
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Dr.  Bovring  bsd  heard,  witb  great  pain 
and  regiEt,  tbe  apeecli  of  the  ban.  Mem- 
ber for  Sandwich,  Last  night  he  had 
bailed  it  as  a  triumph  for  the  cause  of 
bdinanity,  liberty,  and  civilization,  when 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for 
Tamwortb,  aitting  in  the  same  place  as 
that  at  present  occapted  by  the  hoo. 
Member,  stated  that  ha  at  least  saw 
witb  delight  the  arrival  of  an  epoch  at 
wbicb  tbe  intimate  union  which  existed 
between  France  and  England  might  be 
referred  to  as  one  of  the  boasts  and  tri. 
umphg  of  the  present  times.  On 
other  hand,  it  was  most  painful  to  hear 
language  falling  from  the  lips  of  a  British 
senator,  which  was  nothing  less  than  ca- 
lumnious towards  two  great  nations.  The 
hoD.  Member  for  Sandwich  Tepresented 
tbe  Spanish  nation  as  unworthy  of  free- 
(torn,  and  he  spoke  with  something  like 
an  intimation  that  be  was  intimately  and 
peculiarly  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
stances of  Spain,  and  the  nature  and  cha- 
racter of  the  troubles  by  which  she  was 
at  present  distracted.  Emboldened  by 
that  knowledge,  the  hon.  Member  broadly 
declared  that  the  popular  feeling  of  Spain 
was  ranged  on  the  side  of  Don  Carlos, 
The  hon.  Member  must  allow  him  to  say 
that  that  was  not  the  fact.  He  was  not 
without  some  personal  knowledge  of 
Spain,  end  he  would  venture  to  assert  that 
for  the  last  thirty  years  the  people  of  the 
Spanish  nation  had  every  day  been  rising 
in  intelligence,  and  every  day  feeling  more 
and  more  tbe  desire  to  obtain  constitu- 
tional guarantees  for  freedom.  And  he 
wonid  venture  further  to  assert,  that  tbe 
Spanish  people  had  entered  upon  a  career 
in  which  they  would  ultimately  succeed — 
a  career  which  would  infallibly  lead  to 
the  overtbrow  of  misrule,  and  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  good  government  with  all 
its  happy  consequences.  There  existed  in 
Spain  a  desire  and  determination  to  ob- 
tain popular  institutions,  and,  in  spite  of 
Don  Carlos,  and  in  spite  of  the  advocates 
and  admirers  of  Don  Carlos,  the  people 
of  Spain  would  obtain  the  object  of  their 
long  enduring  stru^les,  and  a  constitn- 
tional  Oovernment  wo  old  be  firmly  estab- 
lished in  that  country.  Tbe  friends  of 
liberty  looked  brightly  to  the  future— the 
friends  of  despotism  could  look  only 
darkly  to  the  past.  Neither  was  the  hon. 
Member  warranted  in  what  he  asserted  of 
France.  Tbe  days  of  enmity  towards 
EDglaad  bad  ptued  away,  and  had  been 


succeeded  by  nobler  and  friendlier  senti- 
ments. It  had  been  his  privilege  to  tra- 
verse France  in  all  directions;  end,  witb 
the  knowledge  he  had  thus  obtained  of 
the  feeling  of  that  country,  he  could  ven- 
ture to  assert,  that  as  soon  as  England 
got  rid  of  the  incubus  which  so  long  had 
depressed  her  energies — as  soon  as  Eng- 
land appeared  in  her  reformed  and  rege- 
nerated character,  every  feeling  of  ani- 
mosity ceased,  and  the  affection  ot  France 
and  Frenchmen  was  obtained  for  her; 
and,  he  bad  no  doubt,  that  England  would 
reap  tbe  full  benefit  of  this  improved  state 
of  things.  If  tbe  present  Judicious  policy 
was  pursued,  he  ventured  to  predict  that 
all  animosities  between  the  two  countries 
would  pass  away,  and  (hat  the  alliance 
between  England  and  France  would  es- 
tablish the  peace  and  prosperity,  not  only 
of  Europe,  but  of  the  world  at  large. 

Lord  Francis  Egerlon  had  not  intended 
lo  ave  taken  any  part  in  the  discuision 
of  the  evening,  nor  should  he  have  done 
BO  but  for  the  notice  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Middlesex,  (Mr.  Hume)  had  taken 
of  a  cheer  which  came  from  him  whilst 
the  hon.  Member  was  speaking.  It  cer- 
tainly did  appear  to  him  (Lord  F.  Egerton) 
that  tbe  line  of  argument  pursued  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Middlesex  laid  down 
the  position  that  this  country  through  all 
ranks  and  clssEes,  held  something  like  an 
unqualified  concurrence  in  the  opinions 
which  tbe  bon.  Member  himself  enter- 
tained. Fancying  that  to  be  the  position 
intended  to  be  laid  down,  he  in  his  situ- 
ation in  that  House,  did  take  the  liberty 
expressing  his  dissent  from  it;  for  he 
lid  not  but  feel  that,  however  easy  it 
might  be  to  raise  a  clamour,  and  to  beat 
down  argument,  amidst  that  portion  of 
tbe  community  which  was  not  prone  to 
ipress  its  sentiments  in  tbe  noise  of  public 
meetings,  he  had  at  least  a  right,  repre- 
senting as  he  did  some  thousands  of  con- 
itituents  in  that  House,  to  state  that  (hose 
sentiments  were  not  entertained  by  a 
portion,  and  not  the  least  respectable 
portion,  of  the  community.  That  was 
the  meaning  of  the  cheer  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  referred.  Being  then  before 
the  House,  be  might,  perhaps,  he  allowed 
lake  one  or  two  observations  on  certain 
passages  contained  in  the  King's  Speech. 
vas  bound  to  say  that  be  felt  anxious 
[press,  with  more  energy  than  he  could 
ey  by  a  silent  vote, his  own  individual 
conutrTence  in  the  sentiments  expressed 
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respect  to  those  circumstances  to  form  a 
decided  judgment  upon  them;  hot  he  had 
seen  something  of  the  main  features  of  the 
necessity  under  which  they  were  had  re- 
course to,  and  at  least  he  could  drai*  thia 
moral  from  the  events  that  had  appeared 
before  him;  he  conld  ask  gentlemen  to 
coneider  that  if  such  conseqaencei  had 
prawn  up  from  what  they  would  call,  and 
what  he  did  not  mean  to  dispute,  was  a 
necessary  and  more  than  justifiable  revo- 
lution in  the  affairs  of  France,  what  could 
they  eitpecl  from  a  revolution  not  justifi- 
able in  itself,  nor  called  tor  by  any  eti- 
gency  in  which  the  country  was  placed. 
It  was  in  that  point  of  view  he  confessed 
that  the  measures  he  alluded  to  presented 
to  him  no  obstacle  in  the  further  cultiva- 
tion of  those  friendly  relations  which  he 
thought  of  such  impOTtance  to  our  political 
relations  with  the  Continent.  These  were 
no  new  doctrines  of  his  own — they  were 
the  old  and  acknowledged  doctrines  of 
that  party  to  which  he  belonged,  and  to 
which,  in  more  fortunate  days,  the  noble 
Lord  opposite  was  himself  eitached  \  they 
were  the  doctrines  acted  on  by  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  in  the  first  Congress  after  the 
war,  when  England  entered  into  an  alli- 
ance with  France  and  Austria,  in  opp»- 
aition  to  Russia  and  olher  Powers  of  the 
North.  He  thought  the  alliance  with 
France  one  of  the  utmost  value.  Whh 
regard  to  that  passage  of  the  Speech  which 
referred  to  the  aSalra  of  Spain,  he  must 
say  that  were  he  called  upon  by  any  dis- 
tinct motion  to  concur  in  those  pecaliar 


bv  bis  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Tamworth  last  evening,  and  which  met 
with  the  approbation  of  the  noble  Lord 
opposite,  with  respect  to  the  relative 
position  of  this  country  towards  France, 
He  might,  perhaps,  entertain  some  doubt 
as  to  whether  it  were  altogether  prudent 
or  politic  to  lay  a  stress  upon  the  connexion 
between  the  two  countries,  as  compared 
with  those  specific  relations  which,  he 
thanked  God,  England  still  maintained 
with  respect  to  the  other  powers  of  Europe. 
Congratulating  ourselves  too  strongly  upon 
our  alliance  with  France,  other  nations 
might,  perhaps,  be  disposed  to  take  um- 
brage at  our  expressions,  and  this,  he 
thought,  ought  to  be  avoided.  At  the 
same  time  he  was  not  disposed  to  criticise 
or  to  quarrel  with  the  terms  of  the  Address, 
because  he  thought  it  well  that  the  Mi- 
nisters of  Foreign  Fowers  should  know 
that  the  continuance  of  our  connexion  and 
alliance  with  a  great  and  powerful  neigh- 
bour was  one  of  the  main  features  of  our 
foreign  policy.  Some  separation  had  of 
late  taken  place  between  France  and  the 
very  remarkable,  and  able,  and  powerful 
man  in  whose  hands  her  destinies  were  at 
present  placed.  He  (Lord  F.  Egerton) 
was  not  one  of  those  who  waa  disposed  to 
eulogize  in  themselves  some  of  the  mea- 
sures which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
Government  of  France,  but  he  should  be 
as  little  inclined,  without  a  full  and  due 
reference  to  all  the  circumstances  in 
which  that  Government  was  placed,  to 
involve  its  leader  in  the  strong  and,  as  it 

appeared  to  him,  somewhat  indiscreet  expressions,  which  were  Bot  at  the  mo- 
censure  which  had  been  lavished  upon  him  tnent  before  him,  he  should  feel  some 
elsewhere,  and  by  those  very  persons  who,  |  difficulty,  not  in  expressing  the  hope,  but 
he  believed,  were  the  loudest  advocates  {  in  concurring  in  the  expectation  that  the 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  connexion  i  measures  which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
which  at  present  existed  between  the  two  Government  of  this  country  to  afibnt 
countries.  He  knew  that  Louis  Philippe  {  aMistance  to  the  Government  oftheQueea 
was  seated  on  a  throne  surrounded  by  |  of  Spain,  were  likely  to  effect  a  speedy 
bayonets;  he  knew  that  his  Ministers  I  termination  of  the  san^ioary  contest  in 
were  taken  from  among  those  who  were  j  thst  country,  which  every  man  who  heard 
once  first  in  the  ranks  of  periodical  lilera-  j  him,  as  vrell  as  every  roan  in  England, 
ture,  and  had  condemned  the  very  sent-  must  desire  to  see  terminated.  It  might 
blance  of  such  measures  as  had  been  be  that  the  noble  Lord  (Palmerston)  was 
adopted  in  France  under  their  own  aus-  !  in  possession  of  information  upon  the  sub- 
pices;  but  he  asked  those  gentlemen  who  '  ject,  which  was  not  accessible  to  ordinary 
were  so  zealous  for  the  alliance  of  that  |  observers;  it  might  be  that  recent  dia- 
country  with  England,  to  pause  before  \  patches  and  recent  accounts  had  fumisbed 
they  passed  an  indiscriminatecensurenpon  '  the  noble  Lord  with  grounds  for  hope 
those  measures,  and  to  consider  for  a  which,  as  at  present  informed,  he  coukl 
moment  the  circumstances  under  which  |  not  himself  entertain.  But  however  that 
they  hnd  betn  reported  to.  He  did  not  ,  might  be,  he  (Lord  Francis  Bgerton) 
prrsume  111  be  sufiicieutly  informed  with    should  not  so  fat  depart  from  the  rules  of 
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practice  which  be  had  always  observed  io 
that  House,  as  to  put  an;  direct  question 
to  the  Doble  Lord  upun  the  point,  stand- 
ing  as  the  noble  LoM  did  in  the  peculiarly 
delicate  situation  in  which  the  Minister 
for  ForeigD  Afiairs  was  always  placed. 
Me  asked  for  ao  InrormatiDn,  therefore, 
which  the  noble  Lord  did  not  think  pro- 
per, of  his  own  accord,  to  lay  before  the 
House ;  but  there  was  nothing  that  he  was 
aware  of  before  the  country  which  could 
give  him  or  any  one  reason  to  suppose 
that  (he  steps  which  had  been  taken  by 
the  Government  with  the  view  of  terrni- 
Datiog  the  war  in  Spain,  hnd,  as  yet, 
succeeded  in  producing  the  slightest  di- 
minutiou  of  the  horrors  of  the  contest,  or 
in  afTordiug  any  reasonable  hope  that 
within, B  short  period  the  struggle  would 
be  terminated.  He  should  be  glad  to  read 
his  recantation  if  events  should  justify  him 
in  doing  BO.  He,  for  one,  entertained  no 
wish  nor  desire  to  see  a  Government  re- 
established in  Spain  which  should  rest 
upon  the  violent  Catholic  parly  or  upon 
the  Inquisition.  But  so  rash  had  been 
the  measures  of  those  opposed  to  that  sys- 
tem, and  to  that  policy,  that  it  was  im- 
posaible  for  hiin  to  look  forward  with  hope 
or  expectation  to  the  period  when  tran- 
quillity should  be  restored  in  a  country  so 
diitracied  and  torn  by  civil  convulsion  as 
the  Peninsula  of  Spain.  Upon  these 
grounds,  because  he  thought  that  passage 
io  ihe  Speech  from  the  Throne  insincere 
and  untrue,  (he  did  not  mean  to  use  the 
terms  oSeniively  to  those  who  drew  the 
Speech),  it  wouid  certainly  have  been  out 
of  bis  power,  had  the  matter  been  brought 
before  him  in  a  separate  or  more  specific 
form,  to  have  given  his  assent  to  it.  The 
opinions  which  he  had  expressed  with 
respect  to  French  politics  might  have 
some  shades  of  dillerence  from  the  opinions 
of  those  gentlemen  who  had  previously 
addressed  the  House  upon  the  subject; 
they  were  opinions,  however,  which  he 
honestly  entertained,  and  which  he  had 
not  hesitated  frankly  to  declare. 

Viscount  PalmertCoa:  It  is  not  my  in- 
.teotion  to  trespass  upon  the  attention  of 
theHouseforroore  than  a  very  few  minutes; 
but,  in  consequence  of  the  turn  which  the 
debate  has  taken,  1  am  anxious  to  offer  a 
few  words  before  the  report  of  the  Address 
is  agreed  to.  I  must  begin  by  expressing 
my  sincere  regret  that  any  lion.  Members 
■hould  have  thought  it  expedient — should 
.  haTO  tiionght  it  ceniuteat  with  their  naie 


of  duty  and  with  their  feelings — to  express 
the  opinions  they  have  done  with  regard 
those  Members  of  the  House  who  have 
nobly,  as  I  contend,  volunteered  their 
services  in  the  cause  of  the  Queen  of  Spain. 
I  regret  that  any  hon.  Members  should 
have  expressed  opinions  which  1  am  con* 
vinced  are  so  utterly  opposite  to  those  of 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  ibis  coun- 
try, and  which  are,  in  my  opinion,  founded 
upon  BO  erroneous  a  view,  and.  so  defective 
a  feeling  upon  the  subject  to  which  they 
relate.  I  think  that  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Westminster,  who  is  now 
serving  at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of  our 
countrymen  in  Spain,  deserves  well  of  his 
untry  for  having  undertaken  the  service 
which  he  is  engaged  ;  and  1  can  assure 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sandwich  that  the 
's,  and  feelings,  and  wishes,  and 
prayers  of  a  great  portion  of  the  people  of 
this  country  are  embarked  in  ibe  success 
of  hia  cause.  The  hon.  Member  for  Sand- 
wich, feeling,  no  doubt,  and  remembering 
w  difficult  it  IS  for  a  man  to  be  a  prophet 
his  own  country,  and  perhaps  diffident 
his  own  powers  to  muke  himself  an  ex- 
ception 10  the  rule,  has  started  to-night  as 
a  prophet  with  respect  to  Foreign  Affairs. 
He  has  given  us  one  prophecy  witi)  regard 
to  Spain,  and  another  with  regard  to 
France.  With  regard  to  Spain  he  has 
told  us — and  he  pledged  his  sagacity,  his 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  his  foresight, 
and  his  wisdom,  on  the  accuracy  uf  the 
prophecy — that  the  cause  of  Don  Carlos 
will  succeed,  and  that  the  100,000  men 
who  are  now  in  arms,  as  he  tells  us,  will 
speedily  replace  Don  Carlos — not  replace 
him,  by  the  by,  for  he  never  yet  occupied 
the  seat,  but  will  speedily  place  Don  Carlos 
on  the  throne  of  Spain.  With  regard  to 
France  he  says,  You  weak  and  blind  Minis- 
tersofEngland  indulge  not  in  idle  fanciesof 
Friendship  cemented  between  England  and 
France.  The  friendship  which  at  present 
exists,  so  far  from  being,  as  we  hope,  last- 
ing and  firm,  is  destined,  he  lells  us,  from 
llie  very  nature  of  things — from  the  deep- 
rooted  feeling  of  animosity  which  exists 
between  the  two  countries,  specddy  to 
give  way  lo  some  dark  and  monstrous 
intrigue,  which  he  paid  me  the  compli- 
ment to  suppose  I  understood,  hut  which, 
1  confess,  I  understood  not  at  the  time  he 
was  speaking,  nor  have  been  able  to  com- 
prehend since.  With  regard  to  his  opinions 
on  the  subject  of  the  French  alliance,  I 
atn  coDl«ut  to  Imye  them   to   the  re- 
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buke  which  they  have  received  from  the 
admirable  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
F.  Egerton)  who  sits  next  him ;  and  I 
must  say  it  was  refreshiD|f  to  me  to  hear 
the  sentiments  which  that  noble  Lord  ei- 
pressed,  in  contrast  with  those  which  had 
fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  for  Sand- 
wich. And  this  is  undoubtedly  a  remark- 
able circumstance,  that  amongst  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  sit  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House,  although  generally  united 
to  oppose  the  Government,  a  great 
direraity  of  opinion' prerails  amongst  many 
of  lliem  upon  almost  every  question  of 
foreign  policy.  There  isamongst  them,  on 
domestic  affairs,  almost  every  shade  of 
opinion,  from  those  who  profess  to  be  for 
every  description  of  Reform  la  those  who 
■ay  they  will  make  no  alteration  at  all. 
There  is  amongst  them,  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
almost  every  sliade  of  opinion,  from  ihose 
who,  like  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R. 
Peel)  last  night,  and  my  noble  Friend  this 
evening,  say  they  wish  far  an  alliance  with 
France— that  they  think  the  alliance  be~ 
Iween  the  two  nations  consistent  with  rhe 
honour  and  advantageous  to  the  interests 
of  England,  and,  founded  upon  enlightened 
principles,  likely  to  perpetuate  the  peace 
of  Europe  :  there  is  amongst  tliem  every 
gradation  of  opinion,  from  those  of  these 
enlightened  men,  down  to  those  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sandwich,  who  seems  to 
look  with  aversion  even  at  the  slightest 
contact  with  our  neighbour — who  re- 
joices and  delights  in  our  former  wars  and 
battles,  and  who  tells  us,  with  an  air  of 
prophetic  truth,  that  there  are  recoUec. 
tioDS  which  will  ever  prevent  en  union 
between  the  two  countries.  Events  will 
prove  whether  he  is  right  and  whether  we 
are  wrong.  But  at  least  we  have  the  satis- 
faction of  thinking  that  in  anticipating 
the  growing  connection  between  the 
two  countries,  and  feeling  a  conviction 
that  that  connexion  is  founded  upon  the 
best  principles  of  human  nature,  the  roost 
enlightened  principles  of  public  policy — 
at  least  we  have  the  satisraciion  of  think- 
ing, that  in  indulging  in  that  anticipation, 
we  have  enjoyed  a  pleasure  which  I  am 
sure  it  is  impossible  for  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sandwich  to  feel  when  he  auticipaies 
the  disastrous  separation  between  the  two 
countries,  which  is  to  be  the  result  of  the 
unknown  and  monstrous  intrigue  which 
he  has  so  darkly  shadowed  out.  Now  a 
few  words  with  regard  to  the  Spanish 
prophecy.     The  boa.  Member  gtra  ut  to 
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understand  that  he  had  in  his  pocket  an 
accurate  return  of  the  strength  of  Dob 
Carlos'i  army.  It  would  of  course  be  idle 
and  ridiculous  for  me  to  dispute  the 
accuracy  of  that  return.  My  means  of 
information  are  not  the  same  as  those  eu- 
jojed  by  the  hon.  Member.  Don  Gatloa 
may  have  100,000  men  in  arms.  The  hon. 
Member  tells  us  he  has:  therefore  it  It 
true,  no  doubt.  It  may  be  true  that  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  of  Spain  are  ia 
favour  of  Don  Carlos.  The  hon.  Member 
tells  us  that  they  are ;  therefore,  there  can 
be  no  doubt.  All  I  can  say  is,  that  if  the 
fact  be  so — if  Don  Carlos  have  a  great 
majority  of  the  people  with  him,  and  if  he 
has  )  00,000  men  in  armx,  it  is  the  strangest 
thing  in  the  world  that  he  should  still  be 
shut  up  in  the  mountains  of  Biscay.  How, 
with  the  100,000  men  in  arms,  the  whole 
population  of  the  country  in  his  favour, 
and  the  4,000,OO0i.  of  money  which  WB 
hear  has  lately  been  raised  for  him  here — 
how,  with  all  these  means  of  triumph  it 
happens  that  Don  Carlos  still  remains  in 
the  modest  retirement  of  the  mountains 
of  Biscay,  is  really  more  than  I  am  able  to 
understand.  1  certainly  do  shsre  the  hope 
expressed  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne) 
that  hostilities  in  Spain  will  soon  be  ter- 
minated, and  that  they  will  terminate  the 
firm  establishment  of  the  Government  of 
the  Queen.  The  hon.  Member's  hopes 
lie  in  a  different  direction,  and,  as  be 
justly  states,  it  will  remain  for  events  to 
show  which  of.  the  two  hopes  are  beat 
founded.  In  the  mean  while  I  can  assure 
the  hon.  Member  and  the  House,  that  the 
Government  will  continue  to  make  every 
effort  in  their  power  to  realize  the  hopes 
which  they  entertain.  The  hon.  Member, 
an  the  other  hand,  wi)l,nDdoubt,coiitinne 
those  oratorical  efforts  by  which  he  hopes 
to  gain  the  House  over  to  support  hit 
views.  Which  is  most  likely  to  be  successful, 
events  will  also  prove.  There  is,  however 
one  point  upon  which  I  really  wish  to  be 
very  clearly  understood,  especially  as  other 
Gentlemen  have  alluded  to  it  as  we))  as 
the  hoD,  Member  for  Sandwich.  If  there 
be  any  man  who  can  believe  that  Govern- 
ment views  with  unequal  horror  and  dis- 
gust the  atrocities  which  have  been  com- 
mitted on  both  sides  in  Spain — if  there  be 
any  one  who  thinks  that  we  regard  with 
less  di^st  the  atrocities  committed  b^ 
the  partisans  of  the  Queeo  than  ihoee 
committed  by  the  followers  of  Dor  Cartos 
— bedoMtuBDatroctosiinjnitiei.    Aui 
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the  hon.  Member  Tor  Sandwich  ii  Tcry 
much  mistalfeD  if  be  ihiolu  that  the  inler- 
ference  of  the  British  Government  has  been 
GODfioed  to  one  tide  at  the  question.  If 
the  hon.  Member  has  such  an  impreuion 
on  hii  mind,  I  assure  him  he  is  greatly 
ignorant  of  what  has  taken  place.  We 
bare  felt  it  to  be  our  duty  in  cases  in 
which  we  have  had  reason  to  believe  that 
these  proceedings  have  been  taken  on  the 
part  of  the  Queeo'i  troops,  to  declare  our 
indignation  and  disgust  at  them,  and  to 
eipreu  a  hope  not  only  that  punishment 
would  be  inflicted  upon  those  who  were 
guilty  of  them,  but  that  active  and 
decisive  steps  would  be  taken  to  prevent 
ft  recurtence  of  them.  There  was  one 
particular  case  which  took  place  some 
mouths  ago,  in  which  it  was  understood 
that  some  prisoners  were  executed  by  the 
Queen's  troops.  A  remonstrance  was  im- 
mediately made  on  thepartofGreat  Britain, 
to  which  the  reply  of  Uie  Queen's  Govern- 
ment was,  that  the  report  was  utterly 
unfounded,  and  that  no  such  occurrence 
as  had  been  represented  had  taken  place. 
With  respect  to  the  correspondence  to 
which  the  bon.  Member  adverted,  I  must 
certainly  admit  that  I  wrote  the  letter  to 
which  he  referred.  He  says  I  addressed 
the  letter  to  the  newspapers.  That  is  not 
the  fact. 

Mr.  Qrove  Price:  I  beg  the  noble 
Lord's  pardon.  I  merely  said  that  I  had 
read  the  letter  in  the  newspaper.  1  did 
not  say  that  the  noble  Lord  addressed  it 
to  the  newspaper. 

Viscount  Palmerslou:  Well,  then,  I  will 
only  say,  that  so  far  from  wishing  to  deny 
the  tetter,  I  fairly  tell  the  hon.  Member 
that  I  felt  great  satisfaction  in  having  the 
opportunity  aSbrded  to  me  of  writiug  it. 
I  tbmk  that  the  application  of  the  Bishop 
of  Leon,  addressed  to  me,  came  ill  from 
bim,  and  at  an  ill  time.  I  do  not  wish  to 
Kpeait  harshly  of  those  in  whose  opinions, 
sentiments,  or  feelings,  I  do  not  concur; 
it  is  a  practice  I  do  not  follow.  I  will 
say  nothing,  therefore,  of  the  Bishop  of 
Leon,  which  shall  at  all  contradict  what 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sandwich  has  said  in 
bia  piaise.  It  happened,  however,  that 
but  a  short  period  before  the  letter  of  the 
Bishop  was  addressed  to  me,  the  English 
Government  had  sent  a  special  mission  to 
th«  head-quarters  of  Don  Carlos,  for  the 
purpoK  of  endeavouring  to  prevail  on  him 
to  dis&f  DW  and  retract  the  bloody  edict  by 
Vfaicb.  it  was  decWed  that  all  fcseigners 
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taken  in  arms  In  the  service  of  the  Qaeea 
should  be  immediately  and  barbarously 
murdered.  Don  Carlos  refused  to  retract. 
With  his  own  lips  he  refused  to  retract  or 
to  disavow  that  atrocious  edict.  The 
officer  dispatched  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment returned  with  a  positive  refusal  from 
the  lips  of  Don  Carlos.  1  say,  then,  with 
such  an  answer  recently  received  from 
Don  Carlos,  to  have  a  letter  of  fulsome 
praises  towards  England,  reminding  as  of 
the  services  which  England  had  rendered 
to  Spain — of  the  English  blood  shed  for  , 
the  cause  and  in  the  service  of  Spain~<to 
have  a  long  letter  of  that  sort  written  by  a 
person  who,  whether  at  present  the  con- 
fidential adviser  or  agent  of  Don  Carlos  or 
not,  was  certainly  a  person  much  in  his 
councils  and  confidence  whilst  he  was  in 
this  country — I  say  that  to  a  letter  of  that 
kind,  written  under  such  circumstances,  it 
did  not  appear  to  me  that  any  other  an- 
swer was  requisite  than  that  which  1  gave 
to  it.  But  let  not  the  House  imagine 
because  I  [did  not  accede  to  the  re- 
quest of  the  Bishop  of  Leon,  that  on  that 
account  I  took  no  step  in  favour  of  the 
prisoners.  I  had  in  fact  interceded  a 
month  before.  The  Bishop's  letter  was 
dated  on  the  10th  of  October.  On  the  1st 
of  September  1  sent  out  instructions  to 
the  proper  persons  to  endeavour,  if  pos- 
sible, to  obtain  the  release  of  the  twenty- 
seven  prisoners.  Therefore,  however  well-in 
formed  the  hon.  member  for  Sandwich 
may  be  upon  other  points,  the  House  will 
see  that  he  has  been  wholly  misled  upon 
this.  And  if  the  hon.  Member  will  only 
take  the  trouble  to  inform  himself  on  both 
sides  or  the  question,  perhaps  his  antici- 
pations as  to  the  result  of  the  contest 
in  Spain  might  he  materially  altered.  1 
say  that  it  is  most  untrue  that  the  British 
Government  have  shown  any  indifference 
to  the  bloody  practice  which  has  prevailed 
on  both  sides  during  the  war  in  Spain, 
and  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  entirely 
mistaken  if  be  supposes  we  have  looked 
with  partiality  to  the  atrocities  committed 
on  one  side,  or  not  endeavoured  by  all  the 
means  in  our  power  to  induce  the  comba- 
tants to  conduct  their  warfare  more  accord- 
ing to  the  usages  of  civilized  nations.  I 
believe  I  have  now  touched  upon  all  tha 
points  to  which  the  hon.  Member  ad- 
verted. I  will  only  add,  therefore,  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  which  induces  me  to  regret,  as  the 
bon.  Member  stated  he  was  persuaded  I 
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nu>t  do,  any  expreSBions  which  fell  from 
me  daring  the  tut  wsiion  in  consequence 
of  lome  remarks  which  he  then  made.  The 
hon.  Member  reminded  me  of  having  eaid, 
on  that  occaaioD,  that  the  impotationa 
which  he  threw  out  against  the  Govem- 
ment  of  the  Queen  of  Spain  were,  in  tny 
opinion,  an  abuse  of  the  privilege  of  Parlia- 
ment. I  remember  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, on  that  occasion,  insinuated  though  he 
did  not  state,  that  the  officers  of  the 
Qoeen  had  sent  prisoners  ou  board  ship, 
under  the  pretence  of  sending  them  from 
one  port  to  another,  but  in  fact,  for  the 
purpose  of  drowning  them  at  sea.  It  was 
to  that  insinuation  that  my  obserrations 
applied.  I  certainly  did  think,  and  I  retain 
the  same  opinion  still,  that  it  is  not  a  be- 
coming use  of  the  privilege  of  this  House 
^not  a  becoming  use  of  that  liberty  of 
speech  which  is  the  unquestionable  right 
of  every  member  of  this  House,  to  throw 
out  insinuatioMB  of  that  kind  against 
the  officen  or  instruments  of  a  foreign 
nation,  unless  the  party  who  makes  the 
charge  is  in  possession  of  such  facts  as 
will  prove  beyond  dispute,  the  authenticity 
of  what  he  is  stating.  The  hon.  Member 
will  see  the  distinction  between  what  has 
since  happened,  and  the  circamstances  to 
which  he  then  alluded.  The  massacre  at 
Barcelona  was  a  thing  of  a  totally  different 
description.  The  authorities  acting  under 
the  Queen  were,  I  think,  grossly  criminal 
for  their  neglect.  I  think  their  apathy 
was  culpable  in  the  highest  degree ;  but  I 
am  sure  the  hon.  Member  will  see  a  wide 
difference  between  that  case  and  the  one 
which  was  supposed  to  have  taken  place, 
bat  which  nothing  that  has  since  come  to 
light  has  proved  to  be  true. 

Lord  Makon  rose,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  any  part  in  the  debate;  another 
opportunity  would,  be  trusted,  be  given  to 
him  to  express  his  opinion  on  the  subject; 
but  he  rose  to  put  a  question  to  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairsi 
The  noble  Lordhad  slated, and  he  had  heard 
that  statement  with  unmited  pleasure, 
that  the  noble  Lord  had  shown  such  zeal 
in  the  cause  of  humanity  as  not  to  confine 
his  application  in  favour  of  the  prisoners  on 
One  tide  only,  but  had  on  the  first  day  of 
September  last,  interposed  on  behalf  of 
the  prisoners  taken  by  the  Queen  of  Spain. 
The  question  he  wished  to  put  to  the  noble 
Lord  was  this.  What  was  the  retnlt  of  that 
application ;  and  were  the  iiTe>  of  those 
nabappy  beiogt  spared  ? 


Viscount  PobacTf  ton;  The  noble  Lord  will 
welt  remember  that  the  lives  of  those  pri- 
soners never  were  in  danger.  They  were 
taken  when  the  noble  Lord  himself  was 
in  office,  on  board  of  an  English  sloop, 
which  was  captured  on  the  coast  of  Spain ; 
and  by  the  interposition  of  the  then 
Government  of  this  country,  the  lives  of 
those  persons  were  saved ;  but  they  were 
kept  prisoners.  It  was  in  consequence  of 
the  convention  negotiated  by  Lord  EHot 
tbat  a  question  was  raised  respecting  theit 
detention.  Being  taken  before  the  cou- 
▼ention  was  entered  into,  they  were  not 
strictly  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  ex- 
change of  prisoners  under  it.  The  only 
question  on  which  any  discussion  had  been 
raised  by  the  present  Government  was, 
not  whether  the  lives  of  those  prisoners 
should  be  saved,  because  their  lives  had 
already  been  guaranteed  to  the  preceding 
Government ;  but  whether  they  should  hfl 
set  at  liberty  by  an  exchange  of  an  equal 
number  of  Christino  ofEcers  who  bad  been 
taken  prisoners  by  the  troops  of  Don 
Carlos.  It  was  to  that  point  alone  that 
the  application  of  the  1st  of  September 
was  directed.  That  application  was  not 
successful.  It  was  slated  in  reply  that 
these  prisoners  were  not  strictly  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  the  convention,  and  that  from 
peculiar  circumstances  it  was  not  con- 
sidered for  the  interests  of  the  Queen  of 
Spain  to  send  them  back  to  the  army  of 
Don  Carlos.  But  I  believe  that  every 
measure  has  been  taken,  not  only  on  tM 
one  hand  for  the  security  of  those  officen 
from  escape,  but  on  the  other  for  the  pre- 
vention of  any  outrage  towards  them  on 
the  part  of  (he  Queen  of  Spain. 

Mr.  BoTthviiek  expiessed  his  admiration 
of  that  part  of  the  noble  Lord's  (Palmer- 
ston'g)  remarks  in  which  he  stated  that 
the  praise  given  in  the  King's  Speech  to 
the  vigour  and  prudence  of  the  Queen's 
Government  was  not  meaut  to  include  the 
conduct  of  Mina  and  other  Officers  in  her 
service.  The  noble  Lord  had  asked  why, 
if  Don  Carlos  had  such  a  large  military 
force  and  such  pecuniary  resources,  ha 
harl  not  been  more  successful  ?  But  Uie 
question  might  be  retorted,  and  it  mi^t 
be  asked  why,  if  the  cause  of  the  Queen 
was  so  firmly  fixed  in  the  hearts  aad 
affections  of  the  Spanish  people,  the  had 
not  been  able  to  establish  her  autbwity 
over  any  part  of  her  dominion,  or  why  had 
it  been  necessary  to  send  out  a  ln<%a 
nnned  foice  from  tbii  conatrj  to  etwblt 
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lier  to  eitaUnh  her  authority  t  Such 
qpeationg  as  tfaeit  would  cat  at  one  side 
ai  ▼ell  as  (he  other.  ItwBs.heconteDded, 
idle  to  talk  of  the  contest  nan  going  oo 
in  Spain  as  any  other  than  a  doubtful 
Btrogfle.  What  he  wished  to  see  fuJiy 
established  was  the  principle  of  non-inter- 
ference, and  he  wonid  contend  that  if  we 
'  departed  from  that  principle  we  were  as 
much  bound  to  support  Charles  the  lOtb 
on  the  tbrone  of  France,  as  we  were  to 
support  the  young  Queen  on  that  of 
Spaia. 

The  Report  was  agreed  to,  end  the 
Address  ordered  to  be  presented  to  his 
Majesty,  by  the  whole  House  on  the  fol- 
lowing day. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Monday,  February  8,   1S36. 


HouBEB  or  Parliaueht.]  Viscount 
Dmcaniion  had  ro  inforni  their  Lordships, 
that  designs  for  the  new  Houses  of  Par- 
liament bad  been  seat  in  by  various  archi- 
tects, and  that  the  ConimiBsioners  ap- 
pointed to  examine  those  designs  had 
mwle  their  Report  to  his  Majesty  on 
"ninradBy  last,  who  had  been  pleased 
to  confirm  it,  and  had  ordered  the  Com- 
missionera  to  confer  with  the  architects, 
in  order  to  have  the  plans  laid  before  Par- 
liament. Ninety-seven  plans  had  been 
submitted  to  the  Commissioners,  em- 
bracing 1,400  drawings.  On  the  1st  of 
February  the  Commissioners  had  finished 
their  Report,  having  selected  four  different 
plana.  The  fint  (No.  64)  was  the  work 
of  Mr.  C.  Barry;  the  second  (No.  14)  of 
Mr.  J.  C.  Buckler ;  the  third  (No.  13)  of 
Hr.  D.  Hamilton,  Glasgow;  and  the 
fourth  (No,  42)  of  Mr.  W.  Railton.  To 
the  first  gentleman  was  awarded  the  prize 
of  I^OOi.,  and  prises  of  600/.  each  to  the 
other  three  gentlemen.  He  trusted  that 
in  the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks  Mi- 
nisters would  be  enabled  to  submit  a. 
substantive  proposition  on  this  subject  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament.  In  the  mean 
time  he  would  move  for  the  re-appoint- 
raent  of  the  Committee  to  which  this 
subject  had  been  referred  last  year. 

Committee  appointed. 

His  Majbstt's  Answbs  to  the  Ad- 
DKBss.]    The  Lord  Cha  ceJAn-  taid,  he 


had  been  commanded  by  his  Majesty  to 
return  the  following  Answer  to  their  Lord- 
ships : — 

"  I  receive  with  satisfaction  the  assur- 
ances contained  in  your  loyal  and  dutiful 
Address. 

"  It  will  ever  be  my  study,  under  the 
Will  of  Divine  Providence,  to  maintaia 
the  high  character  of  this  country  among 
the  nations  of  the  world,  and  to  promote 
the  peace  and  welfare  of  all  classes  of  my 
aubjecta." 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

HOUSE    OF  COMMONS, 
Monday,  Februarys,  1S35. 

MnirTEh]    A  N«  Writ  wtt  Imcd  tm  ClDailMl,  iq  Iba 
TODm  of  Dp  ttoNATKi,  Eiq.,  dfcojnL 

K  tiiiic:~ElEc(ionEipaiiKi|  Slna  Cgn- 


Orahoe  Looses. J  Mr.  Hume,  seeing 
the  noble  Viscount,  the  Secretary-at-War, 
in  his  place,  wished  to  put  a  question  to 
him  respecting  the  members  of  Orange 
Lodges.  On  the  llth  of  August  last  the 
House  came  to  certain  Resolutions  on  the 
subject  of  Orange  Lodges,  and  on  the  31st 
of  the  same  mooth,  Lord  Hill,  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, issued  an  order  peremp- 
torily forbidding  the  attendance  of  officers 
or  soldiers  at  Orange  Lodges,  wheresoever 
or  by  whomsoever  held.  He  (Mr,  Hume) 
wished  |to  know  from  the  noble  Viscount, 
whether  that  order  had  been  carried  into 
effect  as  regarded  both  officers  and  men 
either  attending  or  continuing  to  belong  to 
Orange  Lodges,  and  what  measures  had 
been  taken  for  that  purpose  ?  He  was 
informed  that  certain  General  Officers  stilt 
continued  to  belong  to  Orange  Lodges  in 
defiance  of  such  order,  and  that  he  bad 
seen  a  published  letter  of  bis  Royal  H^b- 
oess  the  Grand  Masterof  the  Orangemeo, 
stating,  in  reply  to  an  address  from  them, 
that  he  was  determioed  to  continue  their 
Grand  Master,  notwithstanding  the  order 
issued  by  Lord  Hill.  Now,  as  they  had 
seen  private  individuals  dismissed  from 
the  police  in  Ireland  for  belonging  to 
Orange  Lodges,  he  must  say,  toat  the 
Government  was  bound  to  deal  justly  and 
impartially  with  the  high  as  well  as  the 
low ;  and,  in  his  opinion,  the  more  elevated 
the  situation  of  the  offender,  the  mors 
prompt  should  have  been  the  applicatioii 
of  the  pnnishment. 

Visconnt  Howick  begged  to  say,  it  was 
the  iDtention  of  fala  Majesty's  Oovemment 
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to  tM  flqafti  and  impartiftl  juitice  done  to 
■II ;  bat  tha  order  luued  1^  Lord  Hill  on 
the  sub)ectof  Oran^  Lodges,  ooly  applied 
to  offican  actually  engaged  in  the  lervjce. 
The  HouM  wa>  aware  that  officers  not  on 
full  p&j  were  not  subject  to  the  profiiioos 
of  toe  MuUny  Act,  and  that  toey  conid 


not  be  brought  to  a  Gourt-martial  for  the 
Infraction  of  any  order  isuied  by  the  Com- 
mand ar>  in- Chier.  All  officers  on  full  pay 
«anie  clearly  and  distinctly  within  that 
order,  and  any  such  officers  who  subso' 
quently  to  the  issuing  of  the  order  of  the 
31st  of  August,  continuad  to  belong  to,  or 
to  take  part  in  the  proceedings  of  any 
Orange  Lodge,  were  liable  to  be  brought 
to  Court-martial,  and  dismissed  the  service. 
With  r^ard  to  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  he 
was  authorized  to  state,  that  as  soon  as 
he  had  seen  the  order  issued  by  Lord  Hill, 
he  immediately  signiSed  to  the  Orange 
JQStilntioa  bis  determloatioo  to  retire  from 
it.  Hitherto,  when  Orange  Lodges  had 
bean  established  in  the  array,  it  was  gene- 
lally  fouod  that  they  were  composed  of 
private  soldiers,  who  were  ignorant,  that  in 
•0  acting,  they  were  guilty  of  any  breach 
of  military  discipline.  Since,  however, 
the  issuing  of  the  order  of  Lord  Hill, 
effectual  measures  had  been  taken  to  dispel 
ibat  ignorance,  and  all  offioera  and  soldiers 
ware  now  aware,  that  io  continuing  to 
belong  to  Orange  Lodges  they  were  guilty 
of  a  positive  breach  of  the  orders  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  were  liable  to 
be  punished  in  consequence. 
Subject  dropped. 

Statk  or  AoBicuLTURB,]  On  the 
Motion  of  Lord  John  Russell,  the  portion 
of  bis  Majesty's  Speech,  relating  (o  the 
atate  of  Agriculture,  was  read  by  the  Clerk 
at  the  Table,  as  also  the  foUowing  Reso- 
lution of  the  House,  agreed  to  upon  the 
34th  of  April,  1833 :— "  Resolved,  that  it 
ia  tha  opinion  of  this  House,  that  any 
•Iteration  in  the  Monetary  syMem  of  the 
oonntry  which  would  bate  the  efiect  of 
lowering  the  standard  of  value,  would  be 
highly  ineipedient  and  dangerons," 

Lord  John  Ruuell  t  1  now  rise,  having 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  both  to 
<h*  King's  Speech  and  to  its  own  Rosolu- 
tkm  laspecting  the  Currency,  (o  propose 
"  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
W  inqnira  into  the  atate  of  agriculture, 
and  into  the  causes  and  extent  of  the 
diatns^  which  exiiu  in  some  important 
JmDcbw  tkvwf."     It  bu  ilwKji  bten 
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uy  opinicn,  and  it  has  been  tha  optnioB 
of  those  most  interested  in  the  au^)ec^ 
that  when  any  great  branch  of  oor  national 
industry  is  materially  depressed,  it  is  for 
Parliament,  if  possible,  to  devise  a  remedy. 
Generally  spesking,  it  has  been  considered 
expedient  to  appoint  a  Committee,  in 
order  to  ascertain,  in  the  first  instance,  aa 
far  as  possible,  the  facta  of  the  casa. 
Thete  is  then  some  hope,  certainly,  that  if 
there  be  wide  differences  of  opinion  at  the 
coirmuncement  of  such  inquiry,  although 
those  opinions  may  not  be  brought  pre- 
cisely to  agree,  yet  that  much  of  the  dis- 
cordance will  be  done  away — that  tha 
distance  will  be  lessened,  and  that  ezagge* 
rations  prevailing  on  one  side  of  tha 
subject  or  on  the  other  may  be  removed. 
I  ihink  it  likewise  due  to  those  who  com- 
plaiii  of  distress,  that  Parliament  should 
endeavour,  as  far  as  lies  in  its  power,  to 
devise  some  means  of  alleviating  that  dis- 
tress. At  the  same  time  I  am  strongly 
persuaded  that  there  is  one  remedy  (hat  haa 
been  proposed  for  the  relief  of  agricultora 
which  this  House  ought  not  to  entertain  I 
and  1  desired  tJae  Clerk  to  read  the  Resolu- 
tion of  the  year  1 833,  that  we  might  pre- 
serve io  our  minds  the  recollection  of  the 
solemndeolaration  of  this  House  on  the  sub- 


ject of  the  Currency,  I  am  prepared  to  say, 
that  although  I  should  think  it  unad- 
visable,  and  in  some  degree  unjust,  to  the 
Committee  we  may  appoint,  to  restrict  tha 
Members  by  any  Resolution  with  respect 
to  the  Currency,  yet  as  far  as  I  am  con> 
cemed,  and  as  far  as  his  Majesty's  present 
Ministers  are  concerned,  no  reoommendar* 
tion  01  decision  in  favour  of  tampering 
with  the  Currency  would  induce  them  to 
adopt  or  to  further  a  measure  which  they 
would  consider  neither  consistent  with  the 
public  faith,  nor  conducive  to  the  public 
interest.  Having  said  thus  much,  I  an 
prepared  to  move  for  a  Committee  in  tha 
terms  I  have  already  stated,  which  1  hope 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  (the  Marquess  of 
Cbandos)  will  find  sufficiently  compte* 
bensive  to  iodaca  him  to  fiorego  any  iotett* 
tion  of  moving  an  Amendment.  Un- 
doubtedly it  is  not  my  wish  to  fettei  the 
inquiry  of  the  Committee  in  any  w^,  I 
will  not  enter,  because  if  I  were  to  do  so 
I  should  be  unnecessarily  provoking  de- 
bate, into  any  discussion  of  what  ia  the; 
real  extent  of  the  difficulties  under  which 
agriculture  labours,  or  of  the  causes  to 
which  they  are  owingr*  1  will  bat  rofarto 
o»e  or  tw>  fMts  wtiiqhi  ( liiiqk,  may  b^ 
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of  Impottanee  for  the  atteDtion  of  the 
Ooimnittee  tn  the  coarse  of  its  inveitipi* 
tioa.  In  the  flrit  place,  I  observe  Ibat 
thoM  who  complain  of  a^icultunil  dis- 
IteH,  and  are  immediately  engaged  In 
A^rieDltnre,  always  fix  npon  thia 
point  —  Til.,  the  very  low  price  of 
wheat.  Certftinly  while  the  price  of 
wheat'  has  been  extraordinary  low,  there 
hu  Dot  been  an  equal  fall  in  the  price  of 
ether  grain,  I  will  compare  the  price  of 
wheat,  barky,  and  oats  now,  with  the  price 
in  1828,  whan  the  last  Corn-law  was 
pasted.  Taking  the  averages,  which  are 
generally  correct,  wheat  has  fallen  from 
60a.  6d.  to  39t.  4<f.,  being  a  redaction  of 
thirty-iiz  per  cent ;  barley  has  fallen  from 
33f.  lOd.  to  29f.  lid.,  being  a  reduction 
of  only  nine  per  cent;  and  oats  have  fallen 
from  S3s.  6d.  to  S2(,,  being  only  a  reduc- 
tion of  two  and  a-quarter  per  cent.  While 
wheat  has  fallen  thirty-six  per  cent,  oats 
have  fallen  only  two  and  a-quarter  per 
cent.  The  farmers  are  certainlynol  satis- 
Aed  with  the  present  price  of  wheat,  arid 
I  therefore  think  it  material  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  consider  the  varioas  alterations 
in  the  prices  of  the  different  kinds  of 
com,  as  well  as  the  other  articles  of  agri- 
cnltural  produce.  There  is  another  ques- 
tion to  which,  allhough  it  has  been  reported 
tipon  in  the  Reports  of  the  Poor-law 
Commissioners,  it  is  very  material  that 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  should  be 
directed,  with  the  view  of  watching  the 
efiocts  of  the  changes  now  going  on  in 

.many  parts  of  the  country  by  the  enact- 
nant  of  the  Poor-taw  Bill,  and  the  unions 
which,  in  compliance  with  the  provisions 
of  that  measnre,  are  now  forming  ihrough- 
ent  several  parts  of  the  country.  I  know 
it  to  be  nn questionably  the  case,  that  in 
some  instances  a  great  change  has  been 
effected  by  the  passing  of  this  measure. 
It  was  only  this  morning  that  I  met  a 
noble  Lord,  who  is  a  Member  of  the  other 
House  of  Parliament,  and  who  told  me 
tiiat  in  the  Suffolk  Union,  with  which  he 
was  acquainted,  the  rates  had  already 
been  reduced  one-third,  and  that  on  the 
eipiration  of  a  year  he  had  no  doubt  that 
■  reduction  of  one.half  would  be  effected. 
In  B  union  with  which  I  am  myself  ac- 
quainted, in  the  county  of  Bedford,  the 
KdiMtion  In  the  rates  for  the  quarter 
ending    the    31tt    December  diminighed 

'  tiiem  by  one-half,  they  being  lowered  from 
3,«00/.,  to  l,2Q0f.  With  mpect,  how- 
ever, to  tbe  woikipg  of  lim  law,  thai  it « 
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aabjeet  which,  on  the  appointment  of  an 
agrieultnral  Oommittee,  should  be  taken 
into  consideration,  and  the  change  which 
has  taken  place,  and  which  I  believe  wiN 
turn  ont  to  be  one  of  great  amelioration, 
should  be  carefully  observed.  With 
respect  to  connty-rates,  a  Committee  has 
sat  upon  this  subject,  and  Reports  have 
been  made  by  it  which,  though  they  dft 
not  show  that  every  point  has  been  snf- 
ficiently  examined,  yet  afford  a  strong 
ground  for  believing  that  some  more 
effectual  check  may  be  devised  on  tha 
expenditure  of  the  fund,  of  which  it  is  at 
present,  in  many  instances,  difficult  to  say, 
what  is  the  object,  and  how  it  may  be 
effectually  controlled.  There  is  another 
subject  to  which  I  know  many  Gentlemen 
have  turned  their  attention,  under  tbe 
impression  that  it  might  be  usefully 
brought  under  the  consideratisn  of  this 
Committee.  Of  course  I  do  not  mean  to 
say,  that  the  Committee  should  not  have 
the  power  to  consider  the  question  tb 
which  I  refer,  if  they  should  think  fit': 
but  I  donbt  mnch  whether  the  eonsidera- 
lion  of  the  question  by  the  Committea 
would  conduce  to  any  usefnl  object.  1 
believe  that  the  opinion  which  existed 
some  years  ago,  andf  which  was  very 
general,  both  among  owners  and  occopiers 
of  land — namely,  that  Parliament  could 
by  taw,  fix  some  price  below  which  com 
should  not  fell,  has  now  been  almost  en- 
tirely relinquished.  For  my  own  part,  I 
have  never  entertained  fin  opinion,  that 
such  could  be  the  case,  although  I  always 
supported  some  law  like  the  present  Com- 
law,  considering  it  necessary  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  agricoltursl  interest.  But 
if  that  qnestion  is  again  to  be  discussed, 
the  arguments  on  it  are  so  well  known— 
they  are  so  much  arguments  of  principle-^ 
it  is  better,  far  better,  that  the  considera- 
tion of  it  should  be  entered  on  by  the 
whole  House  than  by  any  Select  Com- 
mittee. I  very  ranch  doubt  whether  the 
House  would  show  great  regard  for  the  r«- 
commendalions  of  a  Select  Committee  on 
such  a  subject.  I  think,  therefore,  that 
this  is  a  question  which  it  is  essential  fcrr 
the  Committee  to  investigate.  I  mast 
now  say,  reverting  to  the  opinion  wht^  I 
expressed  at  tbe  commencement  of  my 
obserrations,  Uiat  I  do  not  leevery  clearly 
any  sufficient  remedy  by  which  the  dis- 
tress now  pressing  upon  the  egrtcultnral 
class  nsT  be  removed  by  Parliament.  I 
wish  to  Wd  «nt  no  hop*  which  nwrM 
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afteraudBdisappoiuted.  I  wish,  ho  ire  ver, 
tbat  the  whole  queition  may  be  fairly 
Goniidered  by  the  Commiltee  ;  and  sure  1 
am,  that  if  there  be  any  practical  means 
devised  by  which  the  agricultural  intereit 
can  be  beneBted,  it  will  be  the  duly  o{  the 
Hooie  to  adopt  them.  At  the  lame  time, 
I  muit  say  again,  that  I  hope,*  however 
unfettered  the  Committee  may  be,  they 
will  not  be  induced  to  recommend  any 
meaiure  which  would  have  foi  its  object 
the  alleratioa  of  the  preKnt  state  of  the 
currency. 

The  Marqaesfl  of  Chandot  said,  the  di 
tenninatioQ  of  his  Majesty's  Government 
to  take  this  subject  into  their  consideration 
had  relieved  him  from  much  of  the  di~ 
culty  by  which  he  had  felt  himself  t 
rounded.  He  was  glad  that  the  noble  Lord 
opposite,  and  his  colleagues  in  the  Admi- 
nistration, hsd  taken  this  question  into 
their  own  hands,  as  he  was  confident  tlia 
the  knowledge  of  Government  havingiakei 
up  the  question  of  agricultural  distress  with 
a  view  of  dicussing  it  would  praduci 
beneficial  result  among  the  owners  i 
occupiers  of  the  soil.  He  bad  himself 
deavoared  in  vain  to  carry  such  measures 
as  be  thought  calculated  for  the  relief  of 
agriculture.  He  therefore  was  rejoiced  to 
find  that  the  Government  was  at  last  de- 
termined to  come  forward  in  favour  anc 
■uppOTt  of  BO  large  a  body  of  his  Majesty'; 
aubjects.  He  was  glad  to  hear  the  noble 
Loid  say,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
fetter  the  powers  of  examination  given  to 
this  Committee,  Had  not  that  been  the 
case,  his  object  would  have  been  to  move 
fortheappoiutmentofaSelect  Committee, 
with  full  powers  of  inquiry,  Without 
giving  any  opinion  of  his  own  on  the  im- 
poitant  subject  of  the  Currency,  be  would 
■ay  that  it  would  be  unfair,  in  case  hon. 
Gentlemen  thought  that  they  conid  make 
out  a  case  on  that  subject,  to  prevent 
thera  frc»n  being  heard.  He  would  not 
say  whether  the  Currency  was  the  cause 
of  the  present  distressed  state  of  agricul- 
ture or  not;  but  liiis  he  would  say,  that 
the  time  had  now  arrived  when  there  must 
ba  a  full  and  fair  inquiry  into  what 
was  the  cause  of  it,  and  as  the  noble 
hwd  opposite  had  told  the  House  that  it 
was  iKtt  the  intentbn  of  bis  Majesty's 
Goveininent  to  fetter  the  Committee,  or  to 
foterfere  with  its  investigBtians,  he  should 
not  feel  it  necessary  to  move  any  Amend- 
ment. He  would  take  the  noble  Lord 
and  Hi»  Hajett^'a  OaTeinistiDt  at  ibeir 
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word,  that  they  would  give  the  Committee 
every  facility,  and  that  they  would  allow 
them  a  fair  opportunity  to  discuss  eveiy 
matter  that  bore  on  the  present  agricnltnrw 
distress,  and  on  the  cause  of  it.  He  felt 
that  he  was  speaking  the  sentiments  of  tbtt 
farmers  of  England  when  he  said  that 
they  hoped  that  they  would  be  dealt  fairly 
with  by  his  Majesty's  Government.  Th« 
noble  Lord  had  alluded  to  the  present 
state  of  the  markets,  and  had  observed 
very  justly,  that  the  farmers  were  disaatis- 
fied  with  the  present  price  of  wheat.  That 
WHS  unquestionably  the  fact.  He  frankly 
owned  that  he  could  not  come  at  Iha 
cause  of  the  present  depression  of  pricsB, 
but  he  hoped  that  be  might  say,  without 
vanity,  that  that  was  a  reaaon  for  sifting 
into  the  cause  of  it.  From  the  numenMU 
agricultural  associations  which  had  been 
recently  formed  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  the  noble  Lord  opposite  must 
see  tbat  the  farmers,  under  the  conviction 
that  they  had  arrived  at  a  pitch  of  diffi- 
culty under  which  they  could  no  longer 
go  on,  had  taken  up  the  subject  with  a 
determination  to  have  justice  done  to 
tbem.  As  to  the  question  of  the  Com- 
lawi,  he  would  not  say  a  single  word 
upon  it.  He  had  never  heard  any  farmer 
express  an  inclination  to  have  the  present 
state  of  the  Corn-taws  taken  as  a  subject 
for  Parliamentary  inquiry.  He  was  how- 
ever more  especially  speaking  his  own 
seniiments,  and  he  would  therefore  abstain 
from  dwelling  further  upon  that  topic.  It 
would  aflbrd  great  satisfaction  to  ihe  agri- 
culturists to  know  that  a  Committee 
was  appointed  to  look  fairly  into  the 
cause  of  their  distress.  If,  unfortunately, 
it  should  turn  out  that  Parliament  waa 
unable  to  benefit  that  important  class,—' 
and  certainly  tbat  was  not  his  opinion,— 
still,  if  such  should  be  the  case,  the  far- 
mers would  still  be  satisfied  if  their  ewe 
were  fairly  inquired  into.  He  vrould  onlv 
in  conclusion,  express  a  hope  that  kis 
Majesty's  Ministers  would,  without  r^rd 
to  party  or  political  feeling,  appoint  such 
a  Commiltee  of  country-gentlemen  as 
was  calculated  to  give  satisfaction  to  the 
country  at  large.  He  had  put  upon 
paper  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  whom 
he  thought  best  qualified  for  sitting  upon 
such  a  Committee,  He  should  wait  with 
great  anxiety  to  hear  the  names  proposed 
by  the  noble  Lord,  and  till  he  heard  those 
names  he  should  not  »j  a  word  further 
OD  the  Qqeilion, 
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Mr.  Clay,  till  hg  u«  (h«  Report  or  this 
Committee,  would  not  bring  fonvard  the 
Motion  respecting  the  Corn-laws  of  whicli 
he  had  given  notice. 

Mr.  Thomas  Atlvtood  roie  for  the  pur- 
pote  of  moving  that  "  it  be  an  instruction 
to  the  Committee  particularly  to  inquire 
mto  the  effect  which  the  Bill  of  1819, 
commonly  called  Peel's  Bill,  had  pro- 
dooed  in  causing  the  present  distreu  of 
■gricultnre.  The  general  opinion  of  the 
agricultural  clasiea  now  was,  that  the 
whole  of  their  distress  was  to  be  attributed 
to  that  Bill,  and  to  that  Bill  alone.  The 
Boble  Lord,  on  a  former  occasion,  had 
told  the  House  that  there  must  be  a 
large  redaction  of  rents ;  but,  if  that 
were  so,  why  should  there  not  be  simul- 
taiteouily  a  large  reduction  of  dividends? 
If  the  landowner  were  called  upon  to  re- 
duce his  rents,  the  fundowner  should  be 
called  upon  to  reduce  his  dividends.  That 
WM  only  equal  justice ;  for  the  landowner 
had  as  good  a  right  to  be  protected  from 
wrong  as  the  fundowner.  In  what  a  state 
would  the  landlords  of  England  be,  if, 
after  the  thirty  per  cent,  which  they  had 
already  reduced,  they  were  called  upon  to 
make  a  further  reduclion  of  fifty  per  cent. 
ia  their  rents  ?  Under  the  present  stand- 
ard of  value,  the  noble  Loid  most  know 
that  the  tenantry  must  be  ruined,  unless 
tiM  landlords  were  ruined  before  them. 
Indeed,  one-half  of  the  tenantry  were 
rained  already,,  and  the  other  half  was 
travelling  rapidly  on  the  road  to  ruin. 
When  the  tenantry  had  reached  that  des- 
tination, the  landlords  would  not  be  far 
behind  them,  and  the  mortgagees  would 
won  take  poiseasion  of  their  estates.  The 
noble  Lord,  perhaps,  thought  that  things 
had  already  come  to  the  wont.  That  was 
not  the  fact.  We  had  fifty  per  cent,  lower 
to  go  still.  There  was  sot  a  shtlliug  of 
rent  now  obtained  that  was  not  obtained 
through  that  accursed  tampering  with  the 
Currency,  which  had  been  going  on  for 
tka  last  twenty  years.  He  had  hiraself 
na  interest  in  the  land,  he  was  only  a 
friend  to  his  country.  He  should  not  lose 
B  shilling  if  all  the  farmen  in  the  country 
were  ruined,  but,  as  a  loyal  subject,  so  long 
aa  he  had  life  he  wouid  lifi  up  his  voice, 
■gainst  the  iniquity  of  the  present  system. 
There  bad  already  been  delusion  upon 
dalasKHi,  and  deception  upon  deception. 
The  industtioas  clauea  had  been  told  of 
over-trading,  over-speculation,  over-pro- 
daclion,  and  over-population,  but  nothing 
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had  been  said  of  over-mling.  Hm  grett 
misfortune  of  the  people  of  the  couBtrf 
had  been  that  they  haid  been  over~ialed. 
The  industrious  classes  bad  trusted  to  that 
House,  and  they  bad  been  deceived  and 
defrauded,  and  their  capital  and  the  fundt 
of  their  industry  had  been  taken  from 
them.  That  House  was  again  about  to 
deceive  them — they  were  preparing  them 
for  the  butcher's  knife  agam  to  massacre 
them.  The  Currency  had  been  extended 
by  the  Branch  Banks  established  by  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  by  the  Joint-stock 
Banks  established  by  private  individuals,  in 
all  the  large  manufacturing  towns,  but  that 
was  not  enough.  We  had  not,  at  present, 
either  a  sound,  a  healthy,  or  an  upright 
Currency.  They  all  recollected  the  dis- 
tress of  1816,  of  1819,  of  1826,  and  of 
1829.  Did  they  intend,  by  leaving  the 
Currency  in  its  present  state,  to  bring 
down  another  deloge  of  ruin  upon  the 
merchants  and  manufacturers  of  the 
country?  There  had  been  previous  in- 
quiries on  this  subject,  but  they  had  ended 
in  nothing.  The  Committee  which  eat 
upon  agricultural  distress  in  1693,  wasone 
of  the  most  delusive  humbugs.  Various 
efforts  which  he  had  made  to  explain  his 
own  peculiar  notions  on  the  Currency,  not 
only  before  that  Committee,  but  before 
several  other  Committees  which  had  sat 
on  the  same  subject  previously,  had  all 
been  ineffectual.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  let  the  country  return  at  last  to  & 
just  Currency,  be  it  of  paper  or  of  gold- 
he  hoped  that  it  would  without  further  de- 
lay proceed  to  do  justice  between  the 
fuodholder  and  the  laudlord, — between 
the  landlord  and  the  tenant.  He  pro- 
tested against  the  one-eyed  inquiry  now 
proposed,  and  contended  that  the  Com- 
mittee would  be  a  complete  delusion,  if 
his  instruction  to  it  were  not  adopted.  He 
was  afraid  that  the  noble  Lord  would  no- 
minate upon  that  Committee  a  majority  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  of  bis  own  way  of  think- 
ing, instead  of  throwing  a  net  as  it  were 
upon  the  House,  and  t^ing  the  membera 
of  the  Committee  indiscriminately.  If 
that  were  the  case,  the  Committee  would 
summon  before  them  a  host  of  witnesses  to 
prove  that  there  was  nothing  rotten  in  th« 
state  of  agriculture,  and  that  any  little 
evils  which  might  exist  would  all  be  re- 
moved by  taking  off  the  tax  on  shepherds' 
dogs,  and  by  making  some  alteration  ia 
the  county-rates.  Under  snch  circum- 
Btances  what  chance  of  relief  would  the 
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agriculturhU  hav«  from  the  CommitUeT 
I^  howeTer,  the  noble  Loid  would  let  tbia 
(Committee  be  dnvrn  faiclj  from  both  sidei 
chT  the  HouM,  and  if  the  noble  Lord, 
would  bIIow  his  Amendment  to  be  carried, 
he  should  entertiin  hopes  that  better  days 
were  about  to  dawn  upon  England.  He 
ahould  entertain  bop«s  that  there  would 
then  be  security  for  the  Throne,  security 
for  the  aristocracy,  security  for  theChurch, 
and  security  for  every  class  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects.  The  hon.  Member  con- 
cluded by  declaring  that  this  subject 
ought  to  be  fairly  investigated,  that  all  its 
dark  sides  ought  to  be  turned  to  the 
light,  which  would  not  be  the  case  unless 
bis  Amendment  were  carried.  He  moved 
the  instruction  to  the  Committee. 

The  SpeaMtr  stated,  that  it  was  not 
competent  for  the  hon.  Member  to  move 
bia  instruction  to  the  Committee  ontil  the 
Committee  was  appointed, 

Colonel  Sibthorp  nhould  trust  in  the  de- 
claraLioa  of  Ministers,  that  they  did  not 
intend  to  fetter  the  inquiries  of  this  Com- 
mittee, until  he  found  them  unworthy  of 
his  confidence.  He,  therefore,  hoped  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  BiriiiiDgham,  whose 
clear  and  manly  speeches  on  this  subject 
both  in  the  Central  Agricultural  Associ- 
ation and  in  the  House  he  much  admired, 
would  not  press  his  Amendment  at  pre- 
sent, as  it  was  calculated  to  mar  the  ob- 
ject which  they  all  had  in  view. 

Colonel  Thomp$OJt  hoped  that  attention 
wonid  be  paid  in  the  Committee  to  those 
landlords  who  thought  the  present  Corn- 
laws  were  at  the  bottom  of  all  the  distress 
which  the  agriculturists  were  now  suffer- 
ing. He  hid  some  time  since  been  asked 
to  reduce  his  rents  in  Yorkshire ;  and  he 
had  consattted  to  do  so  on  condition  that 
he  should  be  at  libertj  to  raise  them 
twelve  months  after  the  laws  were  repealed 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  foreign  corn. 
The  farmers,  too,  were  becoming  converts 
to  the  opinion  that  the  Corn-laws  were 
injurious  to  their  interests.  He  was  there- 
fore for  trying  the  experiment  of  repealing 
tbam.  Let  it  not  be  understood  from  this 
that  be  was  for  rashly  repealing  them ; 
nOi  he  was  for  that  gradual  removal  of 
them  which  would  prevent  any  injury  from 
being  inflicted  on  existing  interests. 

Mr.  Cayiey  said,  that  there  was  a  spirit 
now  abroad  among  the  agriculturists, 
which  woold  not  be  blinded  as  to  the 
cans*  of  their  situation,  or  satisfied  with- 
ont  inquiry.    It  was  for  the  House  to  de> 


cide,  after  a  proper  investigation,  whether 
relief  could  be  aHbrded.  He  assured  tb« 
noble  Lord,  that  if  he  constituted  the 
Committee  fairly,  he  would  reap,  as  he 
would  Undoubtedly  deserve,  the  giatiiade 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  Healhcote  did  not  believe  fliat 
there  existed  on  the  part  of  any  great  body 
of  agriculturists  the  slightest  desire  for  a 
change  in  the  Com-lawi— they  bad  too 
much  corn  in  the  country  already,  and  did 
not  want  more.  He  believed  that  great 
difference  of  opinion  prevailed  on  the  sub- 
ject of  agricultural  distress,  but  this  was 
not  the  time  to  discuss  the  question,  and 
he  therefore  should  not  stata  his  sentiments 
upon  it.  If  the  inquiry  of  the  Committaa 
were  to  be  enlarged  by  the  introduction 
of  the  currency  question,  it  would  never 
coma  to  an  end.  What  the  agriculturists 
wanted  was  some  immediate  practical  r6> 
suit  from  the  labours  of  the  Committee. 
It  was  to  be  hoped  that  result  would  be 
attained  in  the  way  of  a  reduction  of  local 
taxation.  He  thought  his  noble  Friend 
had  acted  so  fairly  on  the  present  occasion 
as  to  be  entitled  to  the  support  of  the 
House. 

Mr,  Thomcu  Attwood  said,  that  observ- 
ing  so  strong  a  feeling  for  unanimity  in 
the  House,  he  woold  refrain  from  pressing 
his  Amendment. 

Mr.  Roebuck  hoped  that  the  CommittM 
would  distinctly  define  what  was  meant 
by  the  term  "  agricultural  intemt,"  for 
great  confusion  had  frequently  arisen 
from  not  understanding  clearly  the  mean- 
ing of  the  expression.  According  to  fait 
Idea,  the  "agricultural  interest"  com- 
prised three  classes— the  first  and  moat 
important  of  which  was  the  labourers,  and 
he  wished  that  those  who  were  to  deter- 
mine as  to  agricultural  distress  would  first 
determine  whether  there  existed  increased 
distress  among  the  agriouttural  labonrera; 
and  if  it  should  happen  that  the  condition 
of  the  labouring  fanning  population  of 
England  was  at  present  better  (as  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be)  than  it  had  been  for  tha 
last  twenty  years,  there  was  something  to 
be  said  against  tha  general  proposition  of 
agricultural  distress.  The  next  important 
portion  of  agriculturists  were  the  farmen, 
who  employed  capital  ia  the  cultivation  of 
land  :  and  he  wanted  to  leem  from  the 
Committee  whether  the  application  of 
capital  to  land  was  less  profitable  than  its 
application  in  any  oUiei  business ;  and,  if 
it  were,  he  wished  to  know  what  WM 
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mant  by  tbe  terra  "  agmultunl  diitiess" 
■BsppUed  to  the  ftrmera.  Thelutind 
leut  unportant  bnoch  of  the  sgricultuml 
inteKat-^e  lemst  important  because  least 
niuDWOui  and  non-productive— were  the 
landlords.  He  owned  that  was  a  propo- 
sition B6t  likely  to  meet  much  support  in 
the  House,  still  he  adhered  to  the  optnioD, 
faowaver  disagreeable  it  might  be  to  those 
who  heard  him,  that  the  least  important 
portion  of  the  agricultural  interest  were 
the  landlords.  This  portion  of  the  agri- 
culturists, he  was  willing  to  allow,  were  in 
distress — bnt  why?  in  consequence  of 
their  own  conduct,  and  not  from  any  act 
of  the  Government  or  Legislature— not  by 
means  of  the  kw,  which  specially  favoured 
them,  bnt  through  their  own  proceedings. 
The  causes  of  their  distress  arose  out  of 
habits  and  times  difierent  from  the  present, 
vk«n,  unhappily  for  the  country,  the  land- 
lords enjoyed  a  monopoly  of  supply,  we 
being  cooped  up  within  the  four  seas. 
The  habits  of  expense  then  contracted  and 
cootinned  nnder  different  circumstances, 
together  with  the  large  charges  upon  their 
estates,  had  ruined  the  landlords.  Now 
that  we  were  no  longer  confined  within 
th«  four  seaa,  or  at  war  with  the  whole 
world,  whan  the  great  body  of  the  people 
ware  better  ofi*  than  formerly,  but  when 
the  expensiTQ  bahlls  of  the  landovners 
vara  destroying  them,  those  persons  had 
no  right  to  call  on  ns  for  compensation 
fbr  losses  and  difficulties  which  were 
purtly  the  cfiect  of  their  own  proceedings, 
and  in  which  the  community  was  not 
inl«KStBd,  He  hoped,  therefore,  to  what- 
evcx  conclasion  the  Committee  might 
Gona,  that  they  would  settle  whether  and 
bow  hi  it  leferred  to  the  agricultural  la- 
boDrera,  the  fhnners,  or  the  landlords. 

Mr.  Bmatt  belonged  to  the  clsta  of 
English  country  gentlemen,  and  rose  to 
defend  them  against  the  allegations  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bath,  who  appeared  not 
to  know  much  about  their  character;  if 
ha  did,  he  would  not  have  denounced 
them  as  a  nselese  or  unimportant  body. 
The  country  gentlemen  had  uniformly  done 
their  duty ;  they  were  loyal  to  the  King 
and  Constitution,  and  in  their  capacity  of 
magistrates  had  rendered  important  ser- 
viea  to  the  country.  He  agreed  with  the 
bon.  MsBiber  for  Bath  that  the  labouring 
class,  especially  the  agricultural  labourers, 
ware  infinitely  the  most  important  portion 
of  the  community,  but  he  believed  he  was 
mora  intimately  cof^iiant  of  their  con- , 


dition  than  the  hon.  Hsmber,  aad  ha  - 
could  assure  him  that  the  agricultural  la- 
bourers would  never  prosper  unless  their 
employers,  the  farmers,  were  also  prosper, 
oua.  With  respect  to  the  fanners  of  Eng- 
land, no  manufacturers  worked  for  so 
small  a  profit,  though  the  hon.  Gentleman 
Appeared  to  think  differently;  and  the 
farmers  could  not  prosper  unless  the 
country  gentlemen  prospered  also.  The 
three  classes,  of  labourers,  farmers,  and 
landowners,  were  all  bound  up  together, 
and  the  bon.  Gentleman  might  add  to 
them  the  class  of  dealers  in  towns,  who 
supplied  the  agriculturists,  and  whose 
prosperity  depended  upon  that  of  their 
cuBtomera.  With  these  he  would  also 
mention,  as  possessing  identical  interests, 
the  manufacturers  for  home  consumption. 
The  prosperity  or  distress  of  all  these 
classes  was  closely  connected ;  their  in- 
terests were  mutual.  In  our  love  of  a 
showy  foreign  trade,  while  dwelling  on  the 
importance  of  our  exports,  we  must  not 
forget  the  magnitude  of  our  home  con- 
sumption. But  he  would  not  dwell  upon 
the  subject,  or  forestall  the  business  of 
the  Committee.  He  felt  exceedingly 
obliged  to  the  Government  for  having 
proposed  the  Committee,  which  he  had 
no  doubt  would  be  fairly  constituted. 
He  was  glad  that,  unlike  the  last,  the 
Committee  was  unrestricted  in  its  inquiry, 
from  which  much  benefit  might  be  ex- 
pected. The  agriculturists  had  a  right  to 
demand  inquiry  and  relief,  if  that  ware 
possible.  All  he  asked  for  them  was 
Justice,  and  he  doubted  not  they  would 
obtain  it  at  the  hands  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Plwmlre  agreed  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bath  as  to  the  importance  of 
the  labouring  classea,  but  dissented  from 
his  assertion  that  they  were  not  in  a  state 
of  distress.  From  his  knowledge,  he  took 
it  on  himself  to  declare  the  agricultural 
labourers  were  at  this  moment  in  a  state 
of  great  diatreu.  Indeed,  it  was  evident, 
on  the  slightest  consideration,  that  they 
must  be  so,  for  when  the  prices  of  agri- 
cultural produce  were  depressed,  it  was 
impossible  for  the  cultivators  to  employ 
their  full  number  of  labourers,  or  to  anord 
them  a  fair  remuneration. 

Sir  Bohert  Peef  wished  sincerely  that  ha 
could  participate  in  the  expectation  en- 
tertained by  some  of  hia  hon.  Friends  ea 
to  the  practical  advantage  to  result  from 
the  appdntroent  of  Uie  Committee.  He 
did  not,  bDwever,  entertain  tint  expecta- 
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tioB :  bii  belief  was,  that  when  tbe  Com- 
inittee  sent  iu  their  report,  probably  at 
the  close  of  the  Session,  the  result  would 
prove  to  be  not  very  differeot  rrom  thai  of 
1833,  namely,  a  strong  opinion  expressed 
by  the  Committee,  and  as  Grm  a  conviction 
on  the  part  of  the  House,  that  legislative 
interference  would  not  afford  the  meaos 
of  relief  or  prosperity  to  the  s^iculturigts. 
At  the  satne  time  he  thought,  whenever 
there  was  a  strong  and  general  feeling 
subsisting  among  a  particular  class  ad- 
mitted to  be  distressed,  that  an  inquiry 
into  their  condition  was  desirable,  and 
might  be  advaotageons.  He  thought  that, 
voder  such  circumstances,  those  who 
doubted  the  utility  of  the  investigation 
were  nevertheless  bound  to  consent  to  it, 
and  thereby  obtain  tbe  moral  advantage  to 
be  gained  by  the  inquiry,  whatever  might 
be  the  result.  If  be  thought  that  tbe 
Committee  was  appointed  with  a  view  to 
promote  an  alteration  in  the  standard  of 
value,  and  if  he  believed  that  the  result 
would  be  to  alter  it,  he,  for  one,  would  not 
consent  to  the  proposition.  He  felt  as 
deep  an  interest  in  the  proKperily  of  agri- 
culture as  any  man — his  mterest  in  the 
question  was  perhaps  stronger  than  in 
another — but  with  this  feeling  he  was  as- 
sured that  the  true  friend  of  the  agricul- 
turists was  not  he  who  flattered  them  with 
fallacious  expectations,, but  the  man  who 
frankly  stated  what  he  believed  to  be  the 
truth  as  to  their  condition  and  prospects. 
If  the  Committee  were  about  to  undertatie 
the  task  of  ascertaining  the  effect  pro- 
duced apon  agriculture  by  the  alteration 
of  tbe  currency  in  1819,  or  if  it  were  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
the  various  causes  of  depression  to  which 
that  interest  had  been  exposed,  it  was 
about  to  enter  upon  a  task  which,  pur- 
sued in  tbe  usual  manner,  would  neces- 
•arily  end  in  disappointment.  If  the  Com- 
mittee even  took  evidence  and  inquired 
into  various  circumstances  of  agriculture, 
in  widely  different  parts  of  the  country, 
with  a  view  of  assigning  to  each  particular 
depression  its  peculiar  cause,  it  would  en- 
gage in  a  task  which  could  not  be  accom- 
plished by  any  Committee.  To  select 
S articular  cases  of  distress  and  depression 
■Ota  particular  parts  of  the  country  would 
be  fruitless,  and  «ould  not  prove  satisfac- 
tory to  the  rest.  At  the  same  time,  he 
admitted,  that  if  a  Committee  were  to  be 
B|q>oiated,  it  was  wise  not  to  restrict  its 
powers  closely  within  the  limits  of  a  parti- 


cular subject.  But,  BO  far  as  the  inter- 
ests of  agriculture  were  concerned,  he 
thought  they  would  be  best  promoted  by 
the  Committee  addressing  itself  to  prac- 
tical remedies.  Possibly  some  assistance 
might  be  derived  from  a  reduction  of  the 
land-tax,  a  mode  of  relief  not  of  late  ren- 
dered available.  If  the  Committee  ad- 
dressed itself  to  practical  subjects,  it 
might  obtain  the  means  of  administering, 
if  not  extensive  relief,  at  least  material 
alleviation  to  the  agriculturists.  As  to  an 
inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  depression 
of  the  price  of  agricultural  produce,  it 
could  not  be  attended  with  any  benefit  or 
produce  any  practical  result.  They  found 
a  depression  of  prices  admitted ;  be  hoped, 
if  the  Committee  thought  it  necessary  to 
go  into  the  cause  of  it,  that  they  would 
not  contine  themselves  merely  to  the  al- 
teration in  the  currency,  but  would  also 
consider  the  effect  of  a  cessation  of  war, 
of  a  return  to  peaceful  habits  and  pur- 
suits, and  of  improved  and  increased 
means  of  production.  Cases  ought  not  to 
be  selected  from  particular  portions  of  the 
country.  If  the  Comm  ttee  were  going 
to  ascertain  tbe  real  causes  and  condition 
of  agricultural  distress,  tber  most  not 
take  the  cases  of  a  heavy  soil,  where  the 
production  of  wheat  was  necessarily  ei- 
pensive,  but  they  must  look  at  the  subject 
as  a  whole,  and  not  merely  look  at  tbe 
condition  of  agriculture,  but  at  tbe  Other 
interests  involved  in,  and  connected  with, 
it.  He  could  not  help  tbbking  that  he 
saw  in  the  great  prosperity  of  our  trade 
and  manufactures  a  more  encouraging 
prospect  of  an  improved  condition  of  agri- 
culture than  in  any  other  definite  cauw. 
However,  one  thing  appeared  self-evident 
— it  was  clearly  as  much  for  the  interest 
ofagricultare  as  for  thatof  commerce  and 
manufacture  that  we  should  adhere  to  the 
present  standard  of  value.  He  might 
here  observe,  that  in  common  with  other 
Gentlemen,  he  considered  tbe  conditioo 
of  the  labouring  classes  highly  important, 
but  he  was  surprised  to  hear  the  hon. 
Member  who  preceded  bim  state  that 
there  was  no  improvement  in  their  cir- 
cumstances within  the  last  few  years. 
The  result  of  tiie  inquiry  made  in  1833 
was,  that  though  agriculture  was  not  in 
such  a  state  as  could  be  wished,  yet  that 
there  had  been  a  material  improvement  in 
the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes  as 
compared  with  their  state  iu  former  but 
recent  periods.    Gentlemen  might  enter- 
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tain  &  dttfereDt  opinion,  bnt  he  was  only 
aajin^  that  the  Committee  ori833  had  so 
leported.  There  nas  a  univerEal  impres- 
■ion  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  that 
the  state  of  the  labouring  clBsses  was 
matenally  improved.  [Mr.  ffConnetl : 
"In  England?"]  He  meant  in  England. 
He  agreed  with  the  Committee  in  this 
opinion — it  was  his  sincere  conviction  that 
tlie  condition  of  the  labouring  classes  had 
improved  ;  that  they  were  earning  at  least 
an  equal  money  amount  of  wages  as  at 
former  periods,  and  that  they  possessed  a 
greater  command  over  those  commodities 
which  were  essential  to  existence.  That 
consideration  afforded  him  consolation  for 
the  pain  be  felt  at  the  complaints  made 
(some  of  them  not  without  justice)  with 
respect  to  the  alleged  injurious  effects  of 
the  Currency  Bill  of  1819.  He  believed 
in  his  conscience  it  was  essential  to  the 
national  security  thai  the  condition  of  the 
labuuring  classes  in  this  country  should  be 
improved;  and  he  believed  that  the  first 
necessarystep  to  that  improvement  consist- 
ed in  the  selection  of  some  one  permanent 
standard  of  value.  Hardly,  therefore,  as 
the  measure  might  bear  on  some  persons, 
on  the  labouring  classes  it  had  operated 
favourably,  and  the  paramount  advantage 
of  thai  circamalance  in  some  degree  coun- 
tervailed the  pain  he  experienced  at  the 
prejudice  which  the  Bill  of  1819  might 
have  caused  to  other  classes.  With 
respect  to  practical  and  local  measure^  of 
relief,  it  might  be  worth  while  to  consider 
whether  there  was  not  a  possibility  of 
diminishing,  in  some  degree,  the  amount 
of  payments  required  from  united  agricul- 
tural  parishes,  on  account  of  the  building 
of  workhouses  under  ibc  Poor  Law  Amend- 
ment Act.  He  tliought  the  interest  pay- 
able for  the  advances  was  greater  than 
in  other  cases  where  public  money  was 
advanced.  Here  was  a  practical  case, 
admitting  an  easy  remedy.  As  the  noble 
Lord  found  that  the  security  in  those  and 
other  cases  was  equal,  and  that  less  inter- 
est was  demanded  on  advances  in  other 
instances,  he  hoped  the  noble  Lord  would 
consider  the  subject,  and  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee  would  not  preclude 
the  Government  from  affording  practical 
relief,  for  it  would  be  a  disudvantage  to 
the  agricultural  interest  if  the  inquiry  to 
be  made  into  itscondiiion  should  suspend 
any  favourable  intrntiou  that  might  liave 
been  cnterlained  towards  it  Believing, 
sshedid.  thnlgrenr  benclit  would  result 
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to  the  agricnitural  interest  from  the  alter- 
ation in  the  Poor-laws,  and  having  done 
what  he  could  to  enforce  the  improvement 
in  hia  own  neighbourhood,  he  nevertheless 
thought  that  we  must  take  care  not  to 
overrate  the  future  permanent  reduction 
of  expense  from  the  circumstance  of  the 
Act  coming  into.operalion  at  a  time  when 
theie  was  a  greatly  increased  demand  for 
agricultural  labour  on  account  of  various 
improvements,  including  the  extension  of 
railroads  and  other  public  works.  He  was 
not  going  to  say  one  word  against  the 
effect  or  operation  of  the  Poor-law  Amend- 
ment Act,  but  he  cautioned  Gentlemen 
not  to  expect  an  extensive  and  continued 
reducLiun  of  expenditure  in  future, 
auguring  from  what  had  already  taken 
place,  to  which  they  ought  to  bear  in  mind 
that  other  causes  had  contributed.  With 
respect  to  the  strong  lanj^uage  used  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Birmingham,  he  felt 
unwilling  to  enter  upon  the  subject — 
this  was  not  the  time  lo  do  so;  but  he 
should  apprehend  that  the  very  precise, 
close,  and  practical  reasoning  of  the  hon. 
Memherthat  night  must  suggest  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  hon.  Member  was  one  of 
the  earliest  witnesses  to  be  examined  before 
them.  He  hoped  he  might  promise  the  hon. 
JUembec  that  he  should  be  examined  more 
in  detail  upon  facts  than  on  former  occa- 
sions, and  he  trusted  there  would  be  none 
ofwhatthe  hon. Gentleman  called,  "  tom- 
foolery ;"  but  that  he  would  receive  every 
opportunity  of  showing  that  an  alteration 
of  the  currency  was  the  best  cure  for  agri- 
cultural distress.  When  he  recoliecled 
the  prophecies  he  had  heard  from  thehnn. 
Gentleman  as  to  the  impossibility  of  main- 
taining the  present  standard  of  value,  and 
continuing  to  carry  on  our  trade  and 
manufactures  in  a  degree  at  all  propor- 
tionate to  their  ancient  prosperity,  and 
looked  round  him  and  saw  the  condition 
of  those  great  interests,  he  now  might  be 
excused  for  doubting  the  hon.  Member's 
present  predictions.  When  he  found  that 
it  was  consistent  with  the  ban.  Member's 
proposed  alteration  of  the  currency,  nay, 
a  part  of  his  plan,  that  extensive  assist- 
ance should  be  granted  by  joint-slock 
banks  to  persons  producing  seeurity  for 
the  advances  he  asked,  why  could  not  this 
method  be  resorted  to  at  present?  When 
the  hon.  Gentleman  admitted  that  our 
cumroerre  and  raHnufictures  were  pros- 
perous, and  that  I l>eir  prosperity  co-^xisrcd 
wi'h  n  cold  stand.trd,  he  cduld  nut  under- 
G     " 
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Parry,  Colonel 
Peel,  E. 
Pemberton,  T. 
PercGval,  Colonel 
Piumptre,  J.  P. 
Po1lington,Lord, 


Praed,  J.  B. 


163       StataofAgTicultMr4.        {COMMONS}       BU  Uajetty't  Aiuwer. 

stand  nhy  (he  same  standard  should  be 
less  TaTourable  to  another  great  interest, 
or  why  it  could  not  also  co-exist  with 
agricultural  prosperity.  His  firm  belief 
was,  that  the  permanent  welfare  and  pros- 
perity of  this  country,  agricultural  as  well 
as  commercial  and  manufacturing,  were 
deeply  involved  in  the  maintenance  of 
the  present  fixed  monetary  standard. 

Mr.  Wodehouse  maintained,  with  every 
disposition  10  pay  deference  to  the  opinions 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that  if  the  Com- 
miltee  did  not  extend  its  inquiries  into  the 
slate  of  the  currency,  it  would  be  quite 
impossible  to  recommend  any  practicable 
scheme  of  relief  to  the  distressed  agricul- 
turists. He  thanked  the  noble  Lord  for 
not  having  excluded  that  subject  from 
their  consderation,  and  he  earnestly  hoped 
the  result  would  not  be  found  to  disappoint 
the  reasonable  hopes  of  a  very  large  and 
imporiant  portion  of  the  community. 

The  Speaker  having  put  the  Question, 

Lord  John  RmseU  read  the  names  of 
the  Committee,  which  he  proposed  should 
consist  of  thirty-three  Members,  the  greater 
proportion  being  Members  for  English 
counties,  four  for  Scotland,  and  four  for 
Ireland. 

On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Cayley,  the  name 
of  the  lion.  Member  for  Whitehaven  (Mr. 
Matihias  Attwood)  was  added  to  the  Corn- 
Lord  John  Rwnell  said  he  should  divide 
the  Mouse  against  the  addition  of  any 
other  names. 

The  Marquess  of  Chandos  moved  that 
the  name  of  the  Earl  of  Darlington  be 
added  to  tlie  Cotnmiitee. 

The  House  divided  on  the  Motion  : 
Ayes  142;  Noes  149:  Majority  7. 


Eaton,  R.  J. 
Efterton,  Sir  P. 

Elley,  Sir  J. 

Elves,  J.  P. 

Entwisle,  J. 

Estcourt,  T.  G.  B. 

Ewing,  H.  D. 

Fector,  J.  M. 

Fielden,  W, 

Field  en,  J. 

FIDO,  W.  F. 

Fleming,  J.  W. 

Forbes,  W. 

French,  W. 

Freshfield,  W. 

Gaskell.J.  Miloes 

Gillon,  W.D.  Pringle,  A. 

Gore,  P.  Richards,  J. 

Goring,  H.  D.  Riekford,  W. 

Goulburn,Rt.Hon.H.     Ross,  0. 

Goulburn,  Sergeant         Rushbroolie,  R. 

Greisley,  Sir  R. 

Grimslon,  Lord 

Halford,  H. 

Hale,  Et.  B. 

Halyburton,  Hon.  J. 

Handtey,  H. 


Hardy,  J. 
Harvey,  D.  W. 
Harlaud,  J.  C. 
Henniker,  Lord 
Hay,  Sir  J. 
Herben,  Hon.  S. 
Hogg,  J.  W. 
Holland,  E. 
Hope,  Hoa.  3. 
Hoi  ham,  Lord 
Houldswonh,  T. 
Hoy,  J,  B. 
Ingham,  R. 
loglis.  Sir  R. 
Irion,  S. 

Johnstone,  J.  H. 
Jones,  W. 
Kearsley,  J.  tl. 
Knatchbull,  Sir  B. 
Knight,  H.  G. 
Koighiley,  Sir  C. 
Leonard,  B. 
IxAngfield,  R. 
Lowther,  Colonel 


Sanderson.  R. 
Scarlett,  Hon.  R. 
Scott,  Sir  E. 
Scourfield,  W.  H. 
Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  S. 
Sheldon,  E. 
Sibihorpe,  Colonel 
Smyth,  Sir  H, 
Somerset,  Lord  E. 
Somerset,  Lord  G. 
Slonnont,  ViseeoDt 
Stuart,  Lord 
Sturt,  U.  C. 
Trevor,  Hod.  A> 
Tyrell,  Sir  J. 
Twill,  H. 
Vers,  Sir  C. 
Vemer,  Colonel 
Vemer,  Sir  H. 
Vesej.HoD.T. 
Vivian,  J.  E. 
Walpole,  Lord 
Weyland,  R. 
Wilbraham,  Hon.  R. 
Wilson,  H. 
Wodehouse,  E. 
Yoike,  E. 

YoungI  sir  W. 
Young,  G.  F. 

TELLEKS. 

Attwood,  T. 
Chandos,  Lord 


Committee  appointed. 

His  Majesty's  Answbs  to  ths  Ad- 
dress as  follows,  was  reported    and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 
"  I  receive  with  satiafactioa  the  assur- 
ances contained  in  your  loyal  and  dntifal 
address. 

"It  will  ever  be  my  study,  under  the 
will  of  Divine  Providence,  to  maintain 
the  high  character  of  this  country  among 
the  nations  of  (be  world,  and  to  protnot* 
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'   come  a  Town  Councillor  than  the  con- 
tideoce  and  good  opinion  of  his  rellotV' 


the  peace  aod  velfare  of  kU  cUimi  of  my 
•ubjecti." 


Ahenchent  of  the  CoapoRATiosa 
Act.]  The  Attorney-Oenerai  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  alter  and  amead 
the  Mooicipal  Corporations  Act  of  last 
year.  He  wag  andentood  to  state,  that 
tbe  Act  of  last  rear  bad  worked  quite  as 
well  as,  under  all  the  circumstances,  could 
possibly  have  been  expected.  In  a  niea> 
■are,  however,  of  »  extensive  and  sweep- 
ing a  character,  it  was  found  that  some 
few  Amend mente  were  necessary  to  render 
its  operation  easy  and  perfect.  To  effect 
fluch  Amendments  was  the  object  of  the 
Bill  which  he  was  now  aboot  to  move  for 
leave  to  introdnce.  In  a  few  instances,  as 
in  the  cases  of  Rochester,  and  Newport  in 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  there  had  been  an 
equality  of  rotes  in  the  election  of  Town- 
councillon,  so  that  in  fact  no  Aldermen 
were  returned.  In  such  cases  it  was  pro- 
posed for  the  future  to  give  the  casting 
vote  to  the  senior  conncillor.  A|:ain,  where 
there  might  be  any  dispute  by  the  law  as 
it  now  stood,  about  the  title  of  the  return- 
ing officer,  it  was  proposed  that  the  aup- 
poied  flaw  in  his  title  should  not  vitiate 
■ny  election  where  the  parties  had  been 
chosen  bonajide  by  a  majority  of  electors. 
It  was  further  proposed,  that  all  legal  pro- 
ceedings which  had  been  commenced  in 
consequence  of  the  defects  or  misunder- 
standing of  the  late  Bill,  shoald  be  staid 
upon  payment  of  costs. 

Colonel  Sihtkorp  wished  that  Gentlemen 
should  have  sufficient  time  to  consider  the 
Amendments  proposed,  as  he  thought  it 
would  be  in  their  power,  as  it  was  in  his 
power,  to  point  ont  a  few  other  absurdities 
in  the  Bill  of  lust  Session,  which  he  re- 
garded as  a  most  imperfect  and  roost  dan- 
gerous measnre. 

Mr.  Thomas  Attwood  begged  to  remind 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  of  one 
great  defect  in  the  present  law,  that  of 
withholding  from  the  Town  Council  the 
appointment  of  the  Magistrates.  The  Bill, 
as  originally  introduced  last  year,  gave  the 
Conncil  that  power.  It  was  a  most  im- 
portant political  right,  and  he  thought 
that  part  of  the  measure,  as  it  was  firsl 
brought  in,  ought  to  be  revived,  and  cer- 
tainly this  was  a  very  good  opportunity  for 
doing  so.  Another  defect  was  the  qualiii- 
««tion  clause.  It  was  very  objectionable, 
Mid  ought  to  be  abolished.  There  ought 
to  be  no  oth«r  qnaUfication  required  to  be- 


Leave  given. 

Registration  of  Voters.]  The  .4*- 
fomey-Qeneral  also  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  more  effectual  Re> 
gistration  of  persons  entitled  lo  vote  in  the 
election  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parlia- 
ment in  England  and  Wales.  The  object 
of  the  Bill  was  to  simplify  the  registration 
of  voters  by  affording  facilities  to  bondjide 
claimants.  One  of  the  provisions  woLild 
give  the  Revising  barristers  power  to  mulct 
persons  in  costs  who  shonid  make  frivolous 
opposition  to  claimants.  He  would  not, 
however,  enter  into  the  details  of  the  Bill, 
until  it  were  printed  and  laid  before  the 
House. 

Leave  given. 

Light-houses  on  the  Coast  of  Eng- 
land.] Mr.  Hume  rose  to  move  for  leave 
to  bringin  a  Bill  for  vesting  Lighl-honsea 
on  the  coast  of  England  in  the  Trinity- 
house  of  Deptford  Strond.  In  1831,  a 
Committee  sat  a  long  time  to  inquire  into 
the  subject  of  the  light-houses  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  made  a  report 
thereon.  As  chairman  of  that  Committee 
he  was  instructed  to  bring  in  a  Bill  with  a 
view  to  consolidate  those  three  important 
branches  under  one  Board  in  London.  He 
did  so,  but  the  Bill  met  with  considerable 
opposition.  In  the  first  place,  his  hon. 
Friend  the  hon,  and  learned  Member  for 
Dublin,  and  the  Irish  Members  generally, 
objected  to  their  light-bouses  being  trans- 
ferred to  the  Trinity-house,  which  wns  the 
course  recommended  by  a  majority  of  the 
Committee.  The  Membersfor  Scotland  also 
did  not  think  the  Trinity-house  t\te  must 
proper  Board  to  place  their  light-houies 
under;  and  he  must  candidly  say,  that 
such  was  his  own  opinion.  He  could  wish 
the  subject  to  be  taken  up  as  a  Govern- 
ment question,  and  that  there  should  be  a 
separate  Board  under  which  these  three 
great  branches  should  he  placed,  with  a 
view  of  establishing  one  uniform  regulation 
among  the  whole,  instead  of  their  being, 
as  now,  conducted  under  three  different 
sets  of  regulations.  The  rate  of  charge 
for  ships,  it  was  well  known,  differed 
greatly  in  the  three  countries  :  and  it  was 
most  extraordinary  that  a  naval  nation  like 
this  should  have  arrived  at  lis  present  state 
of   greatness    without   any  Government 

Ga 
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Bnthority  having  been  eatablished  for ,  tbe  matter  into  their  own  handi.  What 
■■  ■  wai  the  Board  of  Trade  for,  if  not  to  an- 
dertake  the  management  of  such  matter* 
as  this  ?  On  one  occaaioD,  when  the  Bill 
was  brought  !□,  he  was  told  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  not  made  up  their  mind* 
upon  the  subject;  at  another  time,  that 
the  Crown  had  an  interest  in  the  question. 
Indeed,  no  less  than  100,000/.  taken  from 
the  shipping  interest  bad  already  been 
paid  inlo  the  hands  of  Go m missions*  of 
Woods  and  Forests,  arising  from  light- 
houses, which  the  Crown  ought  never  to 
have  received.  On  these  grounds,  the 
Bill  had,  from  time  to  time,  been  post- 
poned. He  remembered,  too,  that  tbe 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  once  told 
him,  that  objections  were  raised  on  the 
part  of  the  lessees  to  ihe  proposed  mode 
of  proceeding,  and  that  time  was,  there- 
fore, required  to  considerwhst  other  mode 
should  be  adopted.  There  was  another 
great  objection  to  the  present  system, 
namelj,  the  appropriation  of  a  large  sum 
derived  from  these  light-house  duties  to 
the  payment  of  pensions  to  disabled  sea- 
men. There  was  no  objection  to  a  specific 
fund  heiog  provided  for  such  a  purpose  t 
but  it  ought  not  to  be  at  the  expense  of 
the  shipping  trade  of  Ihe  country.  He  did 
not  mean  to  impugn  the  mode  in  which 
the  distribution  of  the  money  was  made; 
it  was  only  ihe  principle  to  which  he  ob- 
jected. With  respect  to  transferring  the 
superintendence  of  these  light-houses  to 
the  Trinity-house,  he  begged  to  observe, 
that  that  Corporation  had  already  fifiy- 
five  lights  under  its  management  and  con- 
trol. The  amount  of  reveoue  yielded,  and 
the  expenses  for  collection  and  mainte- 
nance incurred  during  tbe  year  1834,  stood 


managing  and  carrying  on  these  lighl 
houses,  Tbe  consequence  was,  that  a 
great  waste  of  public  money  was  annually 
incurred.  It  was  clearly  shown  to  the 
Committee  that  a  sum  of  70,000/.  was 
■ufticient  to  maintain  all  the  light-houses 
of  (he  three  countries,  and  yet  no  less  a 
'  sum  than  2-40,0002.  was  annually  exacted 
from  the  shipping  interest  in  the  shape  of 
light-house  duiies,  the  difference,  there- 
fore, was  entirely  thrown  away.  Many 
members  of  the  Committee  agreed  with 
him,  that  it  would  be  belter  to  place  these 
lights  under  the  management  of  a  public 
Board  ;  but  it  was  thought  by  a  majority 
of  the  Committee,  that  as  a  public  body 
was  already  constituted  in  the  Corporation 
of  the  Trinity- house,  the  first  step  taken 
should  be  to  place  the  light-houses  under 
their  control.  The  House  had  heard  much 
to-night  respecting  agricultural  distress, 
and  v;]riouB  modes  of  relief  had  been  sug- 
gested. For  hia  pnrt,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  agricultural  interest  could  not  be 
better  nerved  tliari  by  the  reduction  of 
local  and  general  taxation.  If  the  light- 
house duiies  were  reduced,  it  would  enable 
the  ship-owners  lo  lower  their  freights, 
and  that  must  ultimately  be  beneficial  to 
the  agriculturists,  by  lesiening  ibe  expense 
oflhetransitof  landed  produce.  But  the 
greatest  evil  he  bad  to  complain  of  was, 
the  private  light-houses  in  the  hands  of 
individuals.  Leases  had  been  granted  by 
the  Crown  to  individuals,  which  afforded 
tbem  the  means,  he  would  say,  of  plunder- 
ing the  public;  because  the  Crown  had  no 
more  right  lo  grant  to  my  Lord  A  or  my 
Lord  B  the  power  of  levying  a  lax  on  the 
commerce  of  ihe  country,  than  it  had  at 
the  present  moment  to  give  an  order  on 
the  Exchequer  to  any  private  individual 
who  bad  not  done  a  single  public  act  to 
deserve  it.  He  did  not  mean  lo  complain 
of  the  present  Administration  on  this  score 
so  much  as  of  former  Administrations, 
which  had  allowed  these  leases  to  be  re- 
newed, notwithstanding  Mr.  Huskisson 
and  Mr.  Herries  had  often  declared  that 


tfaui 

Revenue 

Expense  of  collection 

Maintaining   the  lights  i 


33,000 


£83,000 


42,500 

Leaving  a  sum  of        -         -    ^40,500 
beyond  what  was  actually  necessary  for 
maintenance  of  those  fifty-five  light- 


they  never  should  be  renewed  again.  The 

system,  however,  had  gone  on  year  after  houses.    Now,  he  would  contend  that  that 

year,  ever  since  1823,  imposing  this  un-  40,500/.  if  not  required  for  maintaining 

necessary  burthen   on    the   trade  of  the  the  lights.orforerectingnewlights,  ought 

country.     This  was  the  third  year  since  not  to  be  levied,  and,  if  levied,  ought  no( 

hi'  and  his  friends   bad    undertuken    the  to  he  appropriated,  without  some  different 

charge  uf  rcmciiying  this  abuse;  iiiid  the  superiniendeoce    and    control   from    that 

faiili  of  which  he  impeached  the  present  which  at  present  existed,  to  ihe  payment 

Guvernnknt  was,  that  they  had  not  taken  of  pensions  lo  certain  seamen.  Then  thef« 
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were  fourteen  lights  in  the  hands  of  pri- 
Tate  indWidaals,  which, 
In  1B33,  jieldcd  a  reveDue  of        -    £7Sfi76 
Expenses  ofcoDeciion     -  £lO,000 
HainUining  the  lights      -      9,354 

19,354 

Thus  letiing  a  larplus  of  -  -  £60,33! 
to  be  divided  among  twelve  or  thirteen  in- 
dividuals. The  object,  therefore,  of  his 
Bill  was  to  consolidate  these  private  lights 
under  the  authority  of  the  Trinity-house, 
who  had  the  charge  of  the  fifty-five  other 
lights  belonging  to  Englund,  leaving  the 
lights  belonging  to  Ireland  and  Scotland 
for  the  present  out  of  consideration.  It 
might  be  asked  what  advantage  would  be 
derived  from  doing  this,  seeing  that  the 
rights  of  those  indivtdunis  must  be  main- 
tained during  the  period  of  their  leases. 
Inihe  first  place,  then,  it  whs  his  opinion 
that  if  the  rights  of  each  of  those  indi- 
viduals were  brought  before  a  Jury  of  the 
country,  it  would  be  very  difficult  indeed 
for  the  parties  to  maintain  them  ;  therefore 
he  thought  it  would  become  a  question, 
fairly  and  properly,  for  that  House  to  con- 
■ider  whether  those  rights  should  not,  as 
recommended  by  the  Committee,  be  all 
subjected  to  investigation  before  that 
tribunal,  in  order  to  put  an  end  lo  any 
grants  of  leases  that  had  been  improperly 
or  illegally  made.  At  the  same  time  he 
owned  that  he  looked  forward  to  improve- 
ment for  the  future  rather  than  to  derive 
advantage  by  pressing  on  the  interests  of 
those  connected  with  the  past.  It  was 
therefore  proposed  to  give  by  this  Bill  a 
power  to  the  Trinity-house  to  come  tu 
terms  with  those  individuals  if  possible  ; 
bnt  if  they  should  not  be  able  to  agree,  j 
'  then  it  was  provided  that  the  question  of  I 
ri^t  should  be  brought  before  a  Jury  of  | 
the  country.  He  thought  it  very  likely  i 
that  arrangements  might  be  amicably 
effected.  He  did  not  wish  to  throw  any 
slur  upon  these  gentlemen;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  was  glad  to  say  that  he  had  met 
with  every  disposition  on  their  part  to  do 
what  was  right.  The  result  which  he  ex- 
pected from  the  adoption  of  this  plan 
would  be  a  saving  of  from  15,000/.  lo 
20,000/.  in  the  first  year ;  and  if  a  similar 

[ilan  were  adopted  with  regard  to  the  Irish 
ights,  a  very  large  portion  of  the  24,000/. 
now  paid  as  mere  per  centage  on  the  cot- 
lection  of  the  dues  for  those  lights  would 
ilso  be  saved,  He  would  not  say  anything 
ibout  tiie  light'boaiet  of  Scotliod  at 
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present,  but  would  leave  them  to  some 
other  time.  He  understood  that  this  Bill, 
from  some  rule  of  etiquette  or  other,  could 
not  be  introduced  without  first  obtaining 
the  sanction  of  the  Crown.  Why  the 
people  of  this  country  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  effect  the  reduction  of  a  tax 
without  the  sanction  of  the  Crown  he  . 
could  not  conceive.  However,  he  hoped 
that  that  technical  difficulty  would  be  ob- 
viated by  the  sanction  of  the  Crown  being 
readily  given.  If  not,  he  trusted  that  the 
Government  would  themselves  undertake 
to  bring  in  the  Bill.  He  should  be  happy 
to  transfer  the  Bill  into  the  hands  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade ;  but  it  must  be  upon 
condition  that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill, 
as  recommended  by  the  Committee,  were 
retained.  If  it  should  be  proposed  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  leiive  out  the 
Clauses  respecting  the  discontinuance  of 
the  pensions  lo  seamen,  which  were 
strongly  recommended  by  the  Cominiilee, 
he  must  decline  placing  the  Bill  in  his 
hands,  because  he  (Mr.  Hume)  should  be 
wrong,  as  Chairman  of  that  Committee, 
not  to  submit  that  proposition  to  the 
House.  The  hon.  Gentleman  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  PouUtt  Thomioa  was  as  much  in- 
clined DOW  as  he  was  last  year  to  give  the 
Bill  every  assistance  that  be  could,  coa- 
sistentiy  with  his  own  opinion  upon  the 
subject.  But  when  his  bon.  Friend 
charged  the  Government  with  neglect 
of  duty  for  not  having  taken  up  the  Ques- 
tion, he  (Mr.  Thomson)  really  could  not 
understand  the  ground  on  which  that 
charge  was  made,  on  calling  to  mind  what 
took  place  last  Session  when  the  matter 
was  before  the  House.  At  a  late  period 
of  that  Session  a  Bill  was  introduced  by 
his  hon.  friend  on  this  subject,  which  led 
to  a  lengthened  discussion.  Upon  an 
appeal  bi'ing  made  to  the  Government,  he 
(Mr.  Thomson)  stated,  on  the  p;irt  of  ilie 
Government  generally,  and  of  the  depart- 
ment to  which  he  more  particularly 
belonged,  that  he  was  prepared  to  give 
assistance  to  his  hou.  Friend  as  far  as  he 
could,  differing  as  he  did  from  him  on 
some  points;  or  if  his  hon.  Friend  judged  it 
better,  he  would  himself  propose  a  Bill  to 
the  House.  He  was  rather  surprised,  there- 
fore, when  he  found  his  hon.  Friend,  with- 
out the  slightest  notice  to  him, come  down 
the  first  day  of  the  Session,  and  give  no- 
tice, of  his  intention  to  bting  in  tbo  pre- 
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•ent  Bill.  His  hon.  Friend  certainly  had 
a  perrectriglit  to  do  so,  but  he  bad  not 
any  right  at  the  same  time  to  charge  him 
or  the  Government  with  a  neglect  of  duty 
for  not  introducing  the  measure.  But  hia 
hon.  Friend  now  said,  "  I  will  give  over 
the  Bill  to  you  if  you  will  adopt  all  its 
,  provisions."  To  that  proposition  he 
could  by  no  means  consent.  If  his  hon. 
Friend  would  leave  the  matter  in  his  hands 
and  allow  him  lo  bring  in  a  Bill  such  as 
he  mi-ht  approve  oT,  on  the  responsibilily 
of  the  Government,  he  should  feel  it  his 
duty  to  undertake  that  task;  but  he  cer- 
tainly could  not  undertake  to  carry  through 
a  Bi^l,  some  of  the  provisions  of  which  he 
did  not  approve  of.  He  agreed  with  his 
hon.  Friend  with  respect  to  the  merits  of 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  which  sat  on 
the  suhjert  of  Light-houses  ;  and  he  would 
do  his  hon.  Friend  the  justice  to  say  that 
it  was  inripo^sible  for  any  oue  to  pay  more 
attention  to  the  subject  than  he  did,  and 
the  Re)>art  reflected  great  creditupoo  him. 
He  reaily  did  his  hon.  Friend  thutjustice ; 
at  the  same  time  it  was  worthy  of  remark, 
that  his  hon.  Friend  himself  had  not  fol- 
lowed the  recommendations  of  that  Com- 
mittee. The  Committee  recommended 
that  one  uniform  system  should  be  adopted 
for  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  and 
that  nil  the  Light-houses  of  the  three 
Kingdoms  should  be  all  placed  nnder  the 
Triuiiy-houie  :  but  his  hon.  Friend  had 
bronght  in  a  Bill  for  England  simply, 
Again,  his  hon.  Friend  proposed  to  place 
all  the  Light-houses  in  England  under  the 
control  of  the  Trinity-house,  and  yet  he 
was  of  opinion  that  another  distinct 
Board  ought  to  have  that  control.  In 
the  first  place,  then,  the  Bill  in  one 
point  was  not  according  to  the  recom- 
meudalinn  orthcCommittee;  and,  in  the 
next,  although  in  another  it  was  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Cominitlee,  yet  it  was  contrary  to  the 
opinion  of  his  hon.  Friend  who  brought  it 
in.  Another  point  taken  by  his  hon. 
Friend,  upon  which  he  differed  from  his 
hon.  Friend,  was  with  respect  to  the 
pensions  to  spamcn.  He,  perhaps,  agreed 
with  hi.4  hon.  Friend  in  thinking  that  it 
was  contrary  to  strict  principle  to  allow  a 
tax  of  this  kind  to  be  levied  from  the 
shipping  interests  of  the  country  for  the 
miti<.<enance  of  lights,  and  afterwards  to 
permit  the  money  10  be  distributed  in  pen- 
aions  to  distressed  seamen.  But  it  was 
neceuary  to  look  at  thii  queition  io  a 


\n 

practical  point  of  view,  and  not  con- 
fine it  to  abstract  principles;  and  when 
they  found  that  there  was  not  only 
no  complaint  made  by  the  shipping  inter- 
est of  ihisdistribution,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
he  believed  it  would  be  difficult  to  get  up 
a  single  petition  amongst  them  against  it 
— and  it  was  the  shipping  interest,  after 
all,  who  paid  this  money,  in  order  that 
the  pensions  should  not  be  taken  away — 
he  (Mr.  Thomson)  was  not  inclined  lo 
carry  out  the  general  principle  to  all  its 
consequences.  Unless  he  saw  great 
abuses  take  place  under  the  distribuiioa 
of  these  pensions,  he  was  not  at  all  dis- 
posed to  meddle  with  the  subject.  Here 
they  had  parties  who  were  anxious  to  con- 
tinue to  pay  those  pensions,  and  parties 
who,  of  course,  were  also  anxious  still  to 
receive  them.  Upon  that  point,  therefore, 
(and  it  was  the  stipulation  which  he  under- 
stood his  hon.  Friend  to  make  as  the  con- 
dition of  his  handing  over  the  Bill  to  him), 
he  diflered  from  his  hon.  Friend,  and, 
therefore,  could  not  consent  to  take  the 
Bill  upon  such  terms.  His  hon.  Friend 
had  taken  notice  of  a  difficulty  arising 
from  thenecesaity  of  obtaining  the  consent 
of  the  Crown,  and  asked  why  should  the 
people  be  stopped  in  that  way  upon  a 
subject  of  this  kind  for  want  of  the  consent 
of  the  Crown.  But  if  the  property  of  the 
Crown  was  involved  in  the  question, 
surely  it  was  but  right  that  the  consent  of 
(he  Crown  should  be  given.  He  was 
quite  satisfied  that  no  unusual  course 
would  be  adopted  by  the  Crown  on  this 
occasion,  and  that  If  the  obtaining  the 
object  which  they  all  had  in  view — that  of 
putting  the  Light-houses  on  a  better 
system— depended  on  getting  rid  of  the 
property  of  the  Crown,  he  was  perfectly 
sure  that  the  Crown's  advisers  would  not 
throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  an  agree- 
ment.  But  an  arrangement  could  not  be 
effected  in  an  instant ;  there  were  other 
parties  interested  to  be  consulted.  He 
could  assure  his  hon.  Friend  that  every 
endeavour  would  be  used  to  corae  to  a  fair 
arrangement  with  the  individuals  who  now 
hold  leases  under  the  Crown ;  and  it 
would  then  be  for  the  advisers  of  the 
Crown  to  say  whether  they  would  consent 
to  this  Bill  or  not.  His  hon:  Friend  must 
permit  him  to  sa^  that  the  Bill  involved 
arrangements  affecting  private  property  to 
a  great  extent:  and  it  would  be  most 
unfair  to  l^ialate  at  once,  and  in  an  off- 
hand maauer,  with  the  po»e3ion  of  it, 
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mtbout  cooBolting  with  ibem  on  the 
Hibject.  He  could  auure  hia  hon.  Friend 
the  matter  was  not  so  Tery  easy  to  arrange 
as  be  suppoied.  In  concluaion,  he  begged 
to  repeat,  that  although  he  could  not 
undertake  to  manage  his  hon.  Friend's 
BUI,  yet  he  should  be  willing  to  reader 
him  every  Bssistance  in  his  power  consis- 
tently with  his  own  views  or  the  subject, 
and  to  obtain  for  him  every  facility  from 
the  Woods  and  Foreita  in  the  further  pro- 
McutioD  of  his  measure. 

Mr,  O'Cimneil  felt  it  his  duty  to  state 
that,  whatever  inaccuracy  existed  in  the 
Report  on  which  this  Bill  was/ounded,  or 
whatever  want  of  harmony  might  be  ap- 
parent between  them,  the  fault  did  not 
lest  with  the  hon.  Mover,  or  with  the 
Committee.  It  was  not  supposed  at  the 
time  that  Ireland  would  be  included  in 
Uy  alteration  which  might  be  proposed 
as  the  result  of  its  deliberations,  and, 
therefore,  less  evidence  had  been  offered 
in  relation  to  the  system  on  which  the 
light-houses  were  governed  in  that  country 
than  would  otherwise  have  been.  It  was, 
therefore,  judged  only  fair  to  exclude  Ire- 
land from  the  effect  of  any  legislation 
affecting  its  interests  on  this  point,  until 
they  bad  an  opportunity  of  aiceriaining  ihe 
actual  state' of  things  there.  He  felt  it 
K  duty  to  his  constituents  and  to  the 
Ballaat  Board  of  Dublin,  to  whose  care 
this  important  department  was  intrusted 
in  Ireland,  to  state,  that  they  lately  effected 
some  considerable  additions,  and  judicious 
improvements  in  this  branch  of  the  public 
service,  while,  at  the  same  time,  they  had, 
by  good  management,  been  able  to  relieve 
the  shipping  interest  of  a  portion  of  the 
chaises  hitherto  paid  by  vessels  availing 
themselves  of  the  tigfati  on  the  Irish  coast. 
They  had,  in  fact,  at  once  reduced  the 
duty  and  increased  the  accommodation  to 
the  public.  It  might  naturally  be  asked, 
8t  what  outlay  were  these  benefits  effected  ? 
What  amounts  of  salaries  were  paid  for 
this  superior  species  of  management? 
Not  one  Pf""?-  I*  ^^s  all  done  gratui- 
tously. This  was  (as  far  as  he  knew)  the 
lint  instance  of  a  Board  not  regularly 
paid  which  did  any  good.  It  had  effected 
especial  good  in  the  south  of  Ireland, 
where  formerly  not  a  winter  had  passed 
without  numerous  shipwrecks,  yet  he  was 
happy  to  say  that  for  the  last  eight  winters 
not  a  single  one  bad  occurred,  mainly  in 
Gonseqaeoce  of  the  admirable  arrangements 
Bf  the  Ballast  Board.    Tbaw  wen  the 


reasons  why  Ireland  had  been  excluded 
from  the  present  attempt  at  centralization. 
It  did  well  enough  as  it  was,  and  it  ought 
to  be  left  so.  This  was  the  opinion  both 
if  the  hon.  Mover  and  himself,  and  be 
was  sure  the  House  would  agree  in  the 
propriety  of  the  course  pursued  in  the 
"II  now  brought  before  them. 

Mr.  Robinton  expressed  his  conviction 
of  the  necessity  of  placing  the  subject  on 
improved  footing,  though  he  did  not 
think  the  proposed  course  an  unexception- 
able   one.     His    principal  object  was  to 
diminish  the  charges  not  intended  to  pro- 
mote the  benefit  of  the  shipping  of  this 
luntry,     A  nation  ought  to  look  to  ibe 
ture  as  well  as  the  present ;  and  on  a 
ibject  of  such  avowed   importance   all 
vested  interests,  whether  private  or  regal, 
should  be  rendered  subservicntto  the  pub- 
lic service.      He  was  happy  to  hear  the 
President  of    the   Board    of   Trade  bad 
undertaken  to  forward  the  great  objects  of 
the  Bill,  in  which  he  (Mr.  Robinsi>n)  felt 
a  deep  concern,  and  he  should  esteem  it 
his  duty  to  lend  him  his  beat  support. 

Mr.  George  young  was  sorry  that  the 
hon.  Member  Tor  MidOleseihad  not  given 
the  Bill  into  the  hands  of  Ooternmenl, 
and  lamented  the  pertinacity  with  which 
he  and  tbe  hon.  Member  for  Dublin  clung 
to  an  anomalous  system,  which,  it  was 
avowed,  was  of  no  benefit  to  the  indivi- 
duals who  worked  it.  He  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact,  thai 
the  item  of  42,0001.  per  annum,  which 
stood  in  the  account  to  the  credit  of  th« 
Irish  Board  of  Management,  was  paid  by 
English  shipping  instead  of  Irish,  and  he 
must  therefore  contend  that  England  was 
called  on  to  legislate  for  the  protection  of 
her  maritime  interests  on  Irish  shores, 
and  fully  justified  in  insisting  on  the  adop- 
tion of  a  consistent  and  systematic 
arrangement  for  the  empire.  With  re- 
spect to  the  pensions,  he  believed  that  the 
feeling  in  their  favour  was  almost  uni- 
versal, and  no  good  reason  was  shown  for 
their  discontinuance.  He  defended  the 
shipping  owners  from  the  charges  which 
the  bon.  Member  for  Middlesex  advanced 
against  them,  of  apathy  and  ignorance, 
contending  that  they  wisely  discriminated 
in  all  matters  of  legislation  affecting  their 
interests,  and  only  displaying  the  anxiety 
and  alarm  on  which  he  animadverted  when 
unwise  and  unjust  attempts  were  made  (o 
interfere  with  their  earnings  by  legislative 
flimctineDU.     He  hoped  that  &«   Bill 
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would  pasi,  shorn  of  its  objectionable 
clauses. 

Mr,  Shaw  declared,  that  it  vas  exceed- 
ingty  unjust  to  include  the  Ballast  Board 
of  Ireland,  io  the  accusntions  which  had 
been  made  against  inefficient  public  or 
privBle  bodies.  It  was  fully  established, 
that  the  system  they  pursaed  had  worked 
well,  and  was  conducted  more  cheaply, 
successfully,  and  satisfactorily  iban  any 
other,  and  it  would  now  be  the  height  of 
injustice  to  disturb  it,  on  the  pretence  of 
bad  management  or  incompetency.  He 
hoped  that,  under  the  circumstances,  the 
House  would  see  the  inconsistency  and 
unfuirness  of  introducing;  Ireland  into  the 
contemplated  arrangement. 

Colonel  Parry  was  happy  to  add  his 
testimony  in  favour  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Soard  of  the  Trinity  House,  who  were 
looked  up  to  with  gratitude  by  the  poor 
receivers  of  its  pensions.  These  trifling 
annuities  were  not  receivable  till  the 
claimant  was  past  seventy;  and,  it  was 
further  stated  as  a  qualiScation,  was  not 
nble  to  beg.  Representing,  as  he  did, 
the  interests  of  six  seaports,  and  of  a 
numerous  maritime  population,  he  felt 
happy  in  stating  his  conviction,  that  his 
constituents  would  be  quite  satisfied  with 
the  progress  of  the  Bill  under  the  care, 
which  thePresident  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
had  promised  to  extend  to  it.  He  hoped, 
that  Mr.  Hume  and  the  Government  would 
agree  to  carry  on  the  measure  with  a  good 
unrlerslanding,  and  that  the  poor  indi- 
viduals dependent  on  these  pensions  for 
their  subsistence  would  not  be  over- 
looked. 

Viscount  Sandon  would  not  allow  the 
Irish  Members  to  stand  alone  in  their 
praise  of  the  Ballast  Board,  whose  merits 
he  was  happy  to  substantiate.  He  dis- 
liked the  spirit  of  monopoly,  and  would  be 
glad  to  see  each  country  administering  its 
own  proper  department  of  the  public  ser- 
vice. When  a  late  attempt  was  made  to 
break  up  the  old  establishment  of  Kil- 
nainham  Hospital,  he  was  proud  of  the 
opportunity  it  afforded  him  of  upholding 
the  rights  of  Ireland,  and  advocating  the 
consideration  which  should  ever  be  ex- 
tended by  the  Legi.'lature  to  the  feelings 
of  old  soldiers  in  the  peaceful  sanctuary 
where  they  had  retired  to  end  their  days. 
He  protested  against  the  principles  advo- 
cated by  the  bon.  Member  for  Tyoetnoath, 
which,  if  admitted,  would  let  in  the  inter- 
ference of  all  the  fo[eig;Q  ihippiDg  inter* 
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ests  that  paid  lighthouse  toll  on  the  Irish 
or  other  coasts,  for  they  must  in  justice  be 
consulted  there.  He  felt  quite  satisfied, 
however,  that  the  Trinity  House  was  com- 
petent to  conduct  the  English  branch  of 
should  therefore  cheer- 
fully support  the  Bill. 

"  Pease  said,  that  it  appeared  to  be 
or  granted,  that  the  whole  aroonot 
specified  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Middle- 
sex might  be  consistently  viewed  as  sur- 
plus ;  but  this,  he  believed,  was  not  the 
case.  The  funds  so  raised  by  lighthouse 
dues  were  properly  intended,  and  liable  to 
be  appropriated,  to  the  improvement  of 
coasts  which  yet  needed  the  aid  of  the 
Trinity  or  some  other  Board,  and  the 
application  of  these  very  funds  in  pro- 
viding an  extension  of  illumination, 
and  other  accompanying  measures,  for 
the  safety  of  shipping,  completion  of 
harbours,  the  improvement  and  repairs 
of  light-houses,  &c.  If  these  funds 
were  taken  away,  the  Trinity>houge  would 
necessarily  be  debarred  from  accomplish- 
ing the  great  national  ends  which  this 
Bill  appeared  designed  to  promote.  He 
thought,  that  a  certain  portion  of  this 
surplus  ought  to  be  annually  taken  for 
the  improvement  of  particular  portions  of 
the  coast  seriatim.  The  interests  of  the 
State  should,  above  all  considerations,  be 
first  attended  to  ;  its  maritime  power  and 
wealth  should  receive  every  aid  and  pro- 
tection, that  the  judicious  outlay  of  its 
proper  funds  on  the  coast  could  accom- 
plish ;  and  if  any  surplus  were  ai\erwarda 
found  to  exist,  let  it  be  applied  in  pensions 
to  the  most  deserving  and  destitute.  He 
believed  it  was  a  question  whether  tba 
constitution  of  the  Trinity  House  was  alto- 
gether such  as  the  House  would  wish,  but 
he  felt  that  it  would  be  unworthy  of  Par* 
liameut  to  circumscribe  a  fund  on  which 
so  much  depended. 

Bill  brought  in  and  read  a  fint  lime. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
ThuTiday,  February  9,  1836. 

PROMULOATIOIT    OF    THE  SrATCTCa.] 

Mr.    Hume  and  others  from    the  Com- 
mons requested,  on  behalf  of  the  Com* 
roons,  a  conference  on  the  subject  of  pro.' 
viding  more  effectual  means  for  promtil-' 
gating  the  Statutes  oF  the  Realm. 
Their  Lordships  concurred. 
Upon  the  return  of  the  managers, 
Tbe  Dake  of  Ckvtitmd  iafonned  tin 
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Hovse,  that  the  muiBgert  for  the  House 
of  CoinmonB,  had  communicated  to  their 
Lordships    the    following    resolutions : — 

"  1.  That  ibe  ResolutioD  of  ibe  House  of 
the  Tth  Vlaj,  ISOl,  be  rescinded ;  and  that  a 
new  icheme,  founded  on  Ike  principles  re- 
commended by  the  Committee,  be  adopted. 

"  9.  That  the  whole  number  of  copies  of  Ibe 
Stalntea  for  pramulgatioa  be  printed  of  one 
unifonn  eite. 

"  3.  lliat  the  Statutes  for  promulgalioD  be 
of  the  royal  octavo  size,  continuously  printed. 

"  4i  That  10  secure  the  publicity  and  pre- 
servation of  the  Statutes  for  the  use  of  the 
courts  aud  offices,  such  copies  shall  be  stampei3, 
'  Promnlgated  for  public  ute,'  and  be  accom- 
panied by  a  distinct  notice  on  eacb  volume, 
that  they  belong  to  the  said  courts  and  offices, 
and  are  to  be  solely  appropriated  for  public 
n»«." 

Reiolations  to  be  printed. 

Appointheitt  or  Magistratks.] 
The  Marquess  of  Salisbury  rose  to  call 
the  attention  of  their  Lordships  to  a  sub- 
ject upon  which  it  would  not  be  necessary 
for  him  to  trouble  them  with  many  ohser- 
vattons ;  yet  it  was  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant subjects  that  could  possibly  come 
under  their  consideration.  Their  Lordships 
were  aware  that  for  many  years  the  man- 
ner of  appointing  Magistrates  to  the 
CommissioQ  <rf  the  Peace  in  counties  had 
been  exclusirely  through  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Lord-lieutenants  for  such 
counties  respectively.  He  had  taken  some 
pains  to  ascertain  whether  any  instance 
could  be  found  of  such  a  proceeding  being 
adopted  as  to  insert  the  names  of  any  gen- 
tlemen in  the  Com  mission  without  reference 
first  to  die  Lord -lieu  tenant,  or  without  his 
eoncarrence.  He  believed  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, or  the  Commissioners  holding  the 
Great  Seal,  bad  always  made  it  a  rule 
never  to  appoint  a  magistrate  without  the 
full  conaent  and  concurrence  of  the  Lord- 
lieatenant.  In  1829,  a  case  occurred  in 
which  a  name  that  had  been  in  a  former 
list  was  omitted,  and  on  the  restoration 
of  that  name  it  was  thought  necessary  that 
the  Lord  Chancellor  shonld  explain  why 
he  had  replaced  it  in  the  Commiiiion. 
The  esplanaiion  was,  that  the  name  of 
the  genlleman  appointed  had  been  inserted 
10  a  former  list,  as  recommended  by  the 
Lord-lieutenant,  and  that  it  was  not  ex- 
pedient, without  reason  assigned,  to  ex- 
clude it  from  the  new  list.  Ha  mentioned 
this  case  solely  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
with  what  jealousy  the  right  of  the  Lord- 
liMtsnanti  in  tbit  mpect  vai  guarded— 


so  much  so,  that  upon  a  departure  from 
the  practice  in  a  single  instanee,  it  waa 
deemed  prudent  to  make  a  public  expla- 
nation  of  the  motives.  He  had  made 
diligent  search  to  ascertain  whether,  dur- 
ing the  time  of  the  last  three  Lord  Chan- 
cellors, the  practice  had  been  maintained 
uniformly,  with  the  exception  he  had 
named,  and  he  had  found  that  it  had  been 
so  maintained.  Having  thus  explained, 
or  rather  reminded  their  Lordships  of  the 
almost  invariable  practice,  he  would  now 
call  their  attention  to  a  signal  and  dan- 
gerous departure  from  that  practice  in  iha 
course  of  last  year.  During  that  lime  the 
Great  Seal  was  in  the  hands  of  Commis- 
sioners. He  was  not  aware  whether  any 
Lord-lieutenant  had  thought  it  advisable 
to  recommend  any  gentleman  for  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace;  but  that  of 
which  he  complained  was,  that  the  noble 
I^rd,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Homa 
Department,  in  concert,  no  doubt,  with 
bis  colleagues,  bad  recommended  many 
Gentlemen  to  be  put  into  the  Commission 
of  the  Peace  without  the  concurrence  of 
the  Lord- lieutenants,  and  which  had  beeu' 
accordii3g1y  inserted  by  the  authority  of 
the  Great  Seal.  He  need  not  point  out 
how  much  this  proceeding  was  at  variance 
with  the  established  practice,  and  how 
much  it  bore  on  the  face  of  it  the  appear- 
ance of  a  party  mancEuvre  for  the  purpose 
of  placing  political  partisans  in  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Peace.  He  did  not  mean 
to  bring  BO  heavy  a  chai^  against  the 
noble  Secretary  of  Stale  for  the  Homa 
Department;  but  it  was  the  duty  of  thai 
House  to  look  at  such  proceedJugs  with 
jealousy,  and  without  respect  to  persons; 
and  it  was  impossible  not  to  understattd 
that  if  the  practice  once  became  estab- 
lished as  a  precedent.  Secretaries  of  Stats 
might  be  hereafler  found  ready  to  sacri6ce 
their  sense  of  duty  to  the  love  of  place  or 
of  party.  As  be  understood  that  tha 
motion  would  not  be  resisted  by  the  noble 
Viscount  at  the  head  of  his  Msjesty'a 
Government,  be  would  not  enter  into 
further  details  at  present.  If  it  should 
appear  that  the  power  thus  assumed  bad 
been  exercised  to  any  great  extent,  or 
that  any  undue  appointments  bad  beea 
made,  then  it  would  become  a  question 
how  far  it  might  not  be  the  duty  of  that 
House  to  proceed  further  in  the  matter. 
Every  person  would  admit  the  danger  of 
taking  away  the  responsibility  of  appoint- 
ing the  Hagiitratea  horn  tb«  Xioid-Ueiiteaa 
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aoti  of  countiei,  and  placing  it  in  the 
htodi  of  indifiduali  who  had  cot  the 
meanH  of  Iedowiq^  the  characters  of  the 
penoDB  to  be  appointed.  The  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  time  being  could  not  have 
that  local  knowledge  nhicb  was  necessary 
to  direct  his  choice  properly.  He  should 
conclude  by  moving  for  a  returu  of  the 
names  and  residences  of  the  gentlemen 
vho  had  been  appointed  to  the  Commis- 
sion of  the  Peace  in  the  different  counties 
of  England  and  Wales,  on  the  recora- 
mandaiion  of  ihe  Secretaries  of  Stale,  and 
without  the  application  of  the  cuifas  rotU' 
loTvm,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1835, 
dowD  to  the  latest  period. 

The  Marquess  of  Weitmitater  had  but 
ft  few  observatioos  to  make  upon  the 
Motion  of  his  noble  Friend.  Hli  noble 
Friend  had  laid  as  a  foundation  for  his 
Motion,  the  possibility,  indeed  the  more 
than  possibility,  of  a  Secretary  of  State 
being  influenced  by  party  motives  in  the 
recommendatioD  of  a  gentleman  for  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace.  Now,  he  only 
wished  to  put  it  to  his  noble  Friend's 
candourand  judgment  to  say,  whether  it 
was  not  also  just  as  possible,  that  Lord- 
lieutenants  might  in  some  cases  be  in- 
fluenced  by  party  motives.  He  wished  to 
know,  whether  his  noble  Friend  considered 
that  those  functionaries  were  entirely  re- 
moved from  every  suspicion  of  possible 
bias,  and  that  Secretaries  of  State  were 
the  only  persons  liable  to  the  imputation  ? 

Viscount  Melbourne  did  not  mean  to 
object  to  the  Motion  of  his  noble  Friend, 
who  had  very  correctly  stated  the  course 
that  bad  been  puisned  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  excepting 
in  one  respect.  His  noble  Friend  had 
led  the  House  to  suppose,  that  persons 
bad  been  recommended  to  the  Great  Seal 
for  insertion  in  the  Commission  of  the 
Peace,  without  application  to  the  Lord* 
lieutenant  of  the  particular  county  for 
which  such  application  had  been  made. 
This  was  not  the  case.  His  noble  Friend, 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment bad  always  first  submitted  the 
nunes  to  the  Lord-lieutenant  in  order  to 
ascertain  his  reasons  for  opposing  or 
objecting;  and  in  some  cases  ooly  where 
the  Lord' lieutenant  had  declined  giving 
his  reoommendatioa,  his  noble  Friend  not 
CODcarring  in  the  reasons  given,  had  re- 
eommended  the  individual  to  the  Com- 
muaionersof  the  Great  Seal,  who  bad  acted 
•pn  Mcli  ncoauueadation.     Wbtther 


that  course  was  or  was  not  a  wiia  and 
prudent  one,  under  the  circumstaoces,- 
was  aquestiou  for  the  consideration  of  tbeic 
Lordships  i  and  whether  the  persons  so 
appointed  were  fit  or  unfit  for  the  station 
to  which  in  his  discretion  his  noble  Friend 
had  advised  their  advancement,  it  would 
be  for  their  Lordships  to  determine  whea 
the  names  came  before  them.  For  his 
own  part,  he  could  not  be  accused  of 
inconsistency  in  upholding  the  conduct  of 
his  noble  Friend ;  for  be  had  always 
publicly  contended  that  the  practice  of 
leaving  the  appointments  of  Magistrates  ia. 
the  hands  of  Lord'Iieu tenants  was  a  prac- 
tice  subject  to  great  abuse.  This  had 
always  been  his  opinion,  and  he  had  nevar 
concealed  it.  He  did  not  affirm  that  the 
mode  adopted  by  his  noble  Friend  was 
the  best  remedy  that  could  be  devised ; 
but  some  remedy  he  was  convinced  was 
necessary.  His  noble  Friend  had  exercised 
bis  imagination  id  supposing  the  case  that  a 
Secretary  of  State  might  use  bis  power  ia 
the  recommendation  of  Magistrates  for 
party  purposes,  he  would  draw  upon  the 
same  poetical  faculty  for  the  picture  of  a 
Lord-lieutenant  deeply  involved  in  partj 
politics,  deeply  engaged  in  election  con- 
tests, and,  perhaps,  anxious  to  befriend 
one  of  the  candidates  for  the  represeutation 
of  the  county,  naturally,  under  such 
circumstances,  anxious  to  secure  partisans 
of  local  weight  and  influence;  and  be 
would  ask  his  noble  Friend  whether  suck 
a  Lord-lieutenant  would  not  be  juat  a» 
liable  to  a  bias  in  the  appoinunent  of 
persons  to  the  Commission  of  the  Peace 
as  any  gentleman  in  the  situation  of  hu 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State.  He  had  no 
objection  to  the  production  of  the  Return 
moved  for  by  his  noble  Friend,  with  the 
names  of  the  Gentlemen  recommended  to 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Great  Seal 
during  the  last  year. 

The  i.ord  Chancellor — I  do  not  rite, 
my  Lords,  to  oppose  the  Motion  of  the 
noble  Marquess,  but  to  make  a  few  obser- 
vations, that  my  silence  may  not  be 
mistaken  for  acquiescence  in  the  doctrinw 
which  the  noble  Marquess  has  piomnl- 
gated.  The  noble  Marquess  says,  that 
the  responsibility  of  the  appointment  of 
Magistrates  is  in  the  Lord -lieutenants  of 
counties.  ["  The  Marquess  of  Sali^mrj/f 
No."]  1  BO  understood  the  noble  Ifai- 
quesi.  Now,  my  Lords,  by  the  constii 
tution  of  this  coonlr;,  this  responsibiUty 
!  leiti  with  the  Great  Stel,    It  ii  widoafau 
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ediy  the  doty  of  the  Great  Seal,  in  the 
dischar^  of  this  portion  of  the  functions 
annexed  to  it,  to  seek  infomiBtioa  wher- 
erer  information  is  to  be  obtained.  It  is 
therefore  iti  dul^  to  listen  to  the  Lortl- 
lieotenants  of  counties  in  making  appoint- 
ments, because  of  their  local  knowledge 
and  ^nerat  good  information.  But  it  is 
not  the  duty  of  tlie  holder  of  the  Great 
Seal  to  listen  exclasiTely  to  those  function- 
aries ;  and  I  have  been  more  and  more 
■dttsfied,  from  the  experience  1  hate  had 
■ince  my  connection  with  the  Great  Seal, 
that  if  information  should  be  drawn  from 
snch  sources  exclusively,  without  seeking 
elsewhere,  great  injury  would  be  done  to 
the  public  service.  It  may  not  be  known 
that  in  some  counties  there  are  rules  for 
the  esclnsioa  of  particular  classes  and 
descriptions  of  persons  from  the  Com- 
missioo  of  the  Peace,  which  rules  do  not 
obtain  in  other  counties.  Thus,  were 
there  not  a  discretion  in  the  Great  Seal, 
sometimes  exercised  in  opposition  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Lord-lieutenant, 
there  would  be  no  uniformity  of  practice 
in  the  kingdom.  So  long  as  I  have  been 
connected  with  the  Great  Sea),  I  have 
exercised  the  right  of  appointment  without 
submitting  myself  to  the  exclusive  direc- 
tion of  the  Lord-lieutenants;  but,  at  the 
Mme  time,  in  no  instance  without  having 
communicated  with  them  and  heard  their 
reasons;  and  if,  after  hearing  the  grounds 
of  objection,  f  still  entertained  the  opinion 
that  the  individual  was  calculated  to  db- 
charge  the  functions  of  a  Magistrate 
efficiently,  I  should  have  departed  from 
my  duty  if  I  had  not  inserted  bis  name  in 
the  Commission  of  the  Peace.  This  dis- 
cretion, 1  am  quite  ready  to  admit,  should 
be  used  delicately  and  sparingly,  but  it 
should  not  be  surrendered.  With  respect 
to  the  appointments  of  last  year,  I  believe 
that  in  no  case  was  an  appointment  made 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Great  Seal 
vithout  the  attention  of  the  Lord-Jieutenant 
being  Srst  called  to  such  appointment. 
There  may  have  been  instances  in  which 
appointments  were  made  against  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Lord -lieu  tenant,  but 
none  in  which  his  opinion  was  not  sought. 
Lord  WkamcHfe  observed  that  the 
question  was  not  whether  the  Great  Seal 
bad  the  discretion  claimed  for  it  by  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack, 
bnt  whether  the  Secretary  of  State  was 
the  fit  channel  for  the  recommendation  of 
Migitttateito  the  Qieat  Seal 
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The  Marquess  of  Lastdoume  said,  tbat 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De> 
partment  had  not  taken  upon  himself  die 
pwer  of  appointing  Magistrates.  He  had 
only  taken  upon  himself,  as  any  other 
person  might,  to  recommend  gentlemea 
of  whose  competency  to  discharge  the 
magisterial  functions  he  was  enabled  by 
hiBStation  to  obtain  an  accurate  knowledge. 
Upon  the  recommendation  founded  upon 
such  knowledge,  the  Great  Seal  was  left 
to  judge  for  itself.  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  possessed,  as 
their  Lordships  must  well  know,  pecu- 
liar sources  of  information,  not  attainable 
W  any  other  functionary.  Their  Lord- 
ships had  heard  that  dinerenl  rules  ob- 
tained in  difierent  counties  as  to  the 
persons  eligible  to  the  Commission  of  the 
Peace,  This  was  particularly  illustrated 
by  the  supposed  expediency  or  inexpe- 
diency of  appointing  clergymen,  according 
to  the  county.  In  some  counties  it  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  appoint  clergymen  on 
account  of  the  scarcity  of  persons  qualified 
for  the  magisterial  station.  But  where  the 
means  existed  of  carrying  on  those  funo* 
tions  without  calling  the  clergy  in  aid,  it 
was  deemed  advisable  to  exclude  them. 
Now  this  was  precisely  the  information 
that  would  fall  under  the  notice  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, who  would  be  able  to  determine 
where  the  rule  of  exclusion  was  a  good 
one  and  where  not.  Undoubtedly,  it  had 
been  the  custom  for  Lord-lieutenants 
to  nominate  persons  for  the  Commission  of 
the  Peace,  and  it  was  generally  considered 
as  their  exclusive  rigfau  The  respoosibility, 
however,  did  not  rest  with  them  alone, 
but  with  the  Great  Seal ;  and  it  was  opes 
to  the  Secretary  of  Slate  for  the  Home 
Department  from  time  to  time  to  make 
sucn  observations  and  recommendationi 
as  he  should  think  proper. 

The  Duke  of  Cleveland  stated,  that 
within  his  recollection,  the  cuttot  ralu- 
lorum  of  the  county  of  Durham  omitted 
the  names  of  two  gentlemen  from  the  list 
sent  by  him  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  with- 
out giving  any  public  reason  for  the 
omission.  The  gentlemen  felt  themselves 
aggrieved  by  the  proceeding,  and  applied 
to  the  magistrates  and  gentry  of  the 
county  to  know  what  steps  they  should 
pursue.  What  course  they  look  he  did 
not  know  ;  but,  upon  a  representation 
made  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  two 
gantleaWD  «ete  retuUted  ia  tlw^CoBt- 
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had  not  been  sensibly  reduced.  Tbe 
hardship  complained  of  by  the  petitioners 
seemed  to  him  one  which  called  for  the 
interference  of  the  Legislature,  If  was 
prescribed  by  the  Act,  that  in  those 
districts  where  new  poor- bo  uses  were 
erected,  the  coat  of  building  them  should 
be  paid  off  by  the  tenantry  in  ten  years. 
The  petitioners  represented  that  many  of 
them  had  but  short  terms  of  their  posses- 
sions, and  that  they  would  thus  be  called 
upon  to  pay  for  advantages  which  would 
be  left  to  others  who  would  pay  nothing 
for  the  building  erected  at  the  expense  of 
the  present  race  of  occupiers  to  enjoy. 
When  it  was  considered  that  the  clasa 
upon  whom  this  burden  would  fall  were 
the  farming  tenantry  of  the  country, 
already  in  a  condition  sufficiently  distress- 
ed, the  House,  he  was  sure,  would  feel 
that  tbe  representations  of  the  petitioners 
were  entitled  to  attention.  In  the  union 
to  which  the  petitioners  referred,  tbe  poor- 
house  had  cost  6,000f.  an  amount  equal 
to  one  rale  of  the  whole  union.  He  cer- 
tainly was  disposed  to  thinlc  that  the  laud- 
lord  ought  to  bear  a  portion  of  this  charge. 
The  petitioners  also  complained  upon 
another  point.  It  was  provided  by  ths 
Act  that  the  interest  upon  the  Exchequer 
Bills  advanced  to  defray  the  present  cost 
of  such  erections  should  be  at  the  rate  of 
five  per  cent.  Now,  when  interest  of 
money  in  the  country  generally  waa 
between  two  and  three  per  cent.,  why  the 
farmers  should  be  charged  fi*e  per  cent, 
he  could  not  understand.  Five  per  ceoL 
was  a  rate  of  interest  now  wholly  anknown 
in  every  part  ofthe  country. 

Viscount  Melbourne  said,  it  gave  htm 
great  satisfaction  to  hear  from  such  a 
source  testimony  of  the  beneficial  working 
of  the  New  Poor-law  Act.  That  Act 
formed,  in  the  history  of  legislation  of  late 
years,  one  bright  spot,  nniuUied  by  the 
recollection  of  party  feeling.  It  was  in- 
troduced into  Parliament  without  any 
admisture  of  party-feeling;  receitea, 
discussed,  and  passed  in  the  same  spirit; 
the  appointments  under  it  were  made  with 
the  same  feeling ;  and,  finally,  its  provi- 
sions were  carried  into  execution  through- 
out the  country  by  persons  imbned  with 
adverse  sentiments  upon  politics,  bi>t 
acting  harmoniously  together  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  full  and  beneficial  effect  to 
the  principles  of  that  measure.  Unques- 
tionably both  the  points  adverted  to  by  the 
noble  Xoid  vrere  eDtitled  to  ths  noit 
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mission  of  the  Peace.  This  was  done, 
notwithstanding  the  omission  of  their 
names  by  the  cmfosrotulorum,  and  it  was 
done  by  Lord  Eldon. 

Lord  P^unAeff  observed  that  the  praclicein 
Ireland  was  in  the  first  instance  to  apply  to 
theLord-lieutenant  of  the  conniy;  but  he 
(Lord  Plunkett)  had  on  some  occasions 
felt  it  his  duty  to  put  into  the  Commission 
of  the  Peace  gentlemen  who  had  been  ob- 
jected to  by  the  Lord -lien  ten  ants ;  and  in 
other  cases  not  to  act  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  that  functionary.  Had  be 
been  exclusively  guided  by  the  Lord-lieu, 
tenants,  so  as  in  all  cases  to  have  adopted 
their  recommendations,  he  should  have 
been  guilty  of  a  violation  of  bis  sworn 
dnty.  He  admitted,  however,  that  he  had 
generally  found  the  Lord -lieu  ten  an  is  of 
counties  in  Ireland  actuated  by  the  most 
praiseworthy  motivesin  their  recommenda- 
tions of  individuals.  Although  he  had  not 
in  all  cases  concurred  in  their  judgment, 
he  did  not  mean  to  cast  any  imputation 
bpon  them. 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbury  remarked, 
that  in  the  case  of  the  two  Gentlemen  of 
the  county  of  Durham,  there  was  a  great 
distinction  between  omitting  names  from 
a  list,  and  at  once  naming  persons  for 
appointment.  He  had  been  exceedingly 
unfortunate  if  he  had  been  understood  to 
have  questioned  in  the  smallest  degreeihe 
right  or  responsibility  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor in  the  appointments  to  the  Commis- 
sion of  the  Peace.  What  he  had  com- 
plained of  was,  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
should  usurp  the  power  ofthe  Lord  Cban- 
celloT,  and  cany  those  powers  to  a  greater 
extent  than  they  had  ever  been  carried  by 
any  Lord  Chancellor,  and  that  at  a  mo- 
ment when  there  was  no  individual  upon 
whom  to  fix  the  responsibility  of  the  Great 
fieal. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Thb  Niw  Poor  Law.]  Lord  Aih- 
burton  presented  a  Petition  from  a  Union 
of  Parisnes  in  Wiltshire,  under  the  Poor- 
kw  Amendment  Act,  relative  to  tbe 
expense  of  building  a  Workhouse  for  the 
Union.  The  introduction  of  that  measure 
he  believed  had  been  very  generally  bene- 
ficial throughout  the  country.  In  some 
parishea  there  had  been  a  reduction  to  the 
extent  of  a  third  or  a-half  in  the  rates. 
Id  others,  the  condition  of  the  labouring 
poor  had  been  much  improved  by  the 
ngvlntioai  uod«r  the  Act ;  but  tbe  ratei 
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■eriout  coBBdoaliaa.    IW  fioit  mm  ta-  ■ 
lainlj  ia  no  retpeet  tatmij  bcw  :  it  hatl 

tiftea  been  cuted  bcfixe.  and  it  apfwigd  _  aame  piia  oa  1^  isbjecX.  A-MiWt « 
to  him  (VitcooDt  HelbosiBe),  ilik^li  i  at gicM  laxicty  t* L^m,  »  |wj^Liinfc  lacB 
be  ms  not  immediately  prepued  witk  aU  ■  *.  pl^.  «^  tlie  my  peat  MpoiMasc  if 
tbe  reaaooiiiga  on  tbe  snfafcci,  to  fae  — *^-*  '^  M»t'>— .—  iJiK^  ^  p  r  n  ■  — >J 
qnesticmable  >bether  nme  relief  ongfat ,  be  to  tfae  ^ncslizral  kituut,  ^id  Ue- 
not  to  be  afforded  in  ettber  one  or  other  of  ■  wiae  to  the  jiiimaaial  mteRda  of  the 
the  maanera  proposed  bj  the  noble  Lord. ,  Cfaorek.  ^iKrdrr  aootcc  of  do^c  aad 
With  refiianl  to  the  lecond  point  it  cer-  .  aasietj  vas,  that  laiiuaa  plaaa  had  be^ 
ta'iDly  did  appear  to  him  atiange  hov  w  j  whmiited  lo  railiimil  mtbeooHtK^a 
very  high  ■  rate  oT  interest  sbonld  hare    ro;  few  year*.      inil»im{,b  «aac  of  tl^ae 


been  appointed.  This  was  a  point  vhicb 
his  noble  Friend  might  depend  ilMoId 
receive  the  ansioui  cotuideralioo  of 
Government, 

Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 
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pbiw  cndd  be  aait)  abaJbtely  M  boM 
failed,  jti.  for  one  lEaaoa  or  aaoiher,  oAb 
from  the  lugcuc)  of  other  naiiiiima.  or 
from  the  ttate  of  the  paUic  mmd  «^^ 
tbej  wen  brot^t  farwaid,  or  dae  tnm 
tbe  dimalifbctJoD  eiptitd  from  fariwi 
parts  of  the  cooDtrr,  aone  of  tbem  had 
been  proceeded  with  lo  a  eompktiaa,  or 
fairlj  dttcoMed  within  tbe  walk  at  Parii*- 
;  ment.  Indeed,  there  were  two  Bilb  «■ 
,  this  subject,  piopowd  bj  tbe  Arcbbttbop 
of  Caolerbui;  in  the  other  Hoste  of  Par- 
'  liameat,  which  bad  never  cone  to  m.  dia- 
'  caiiioo  io  that  Hote.  at  hat  »ot  to  wmtk 
.  adiac»«»ioiiattbe>riBi(»rtai>cedcmaBdcd, 
'  There  were  alao  two  Bill*  propoacd  bjr 
CoMHcTATioK  or  TiTHES  —  Ekc-  Locd  AlthoTp,  vhcffl  Chaocdlor  «f  the  Etr 
LAUD.]  Lord  Jokx  RmuU  toae,  with  chequer,  atiid  aoMher  Bill  opened  la« 
great  anxiety  for  the  pnrpose  of  moriog;  ,  year  \tj  the  ri^iht  boo,  Genikaw  Of»> 
^r  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Comma-  pocile,  which,  he  btJt««cd(  bad  aetlW 
tation  of  Tithes  in  Eoglaod  and  Wale*.  '  been  Uuojiit  in  tmn  ^iuuA.  Ou«  of  bis 
The  fint  aoatee  of  that  anxiety  was  tbe  difficwlues  ihca  arose  finm  the  circ4NM' 
very  great  difficulty  of  the  qoesuon,  a  Mactce  «f  to  aaaoy  OebliuMO  oa  Uitb 
diScnIty  which  be  bad  sbowa  that  Le  did  sidts  c^tiM:  House  Larut^  pnipMtd  difler- 
not  nnderrate  when  be  stated,  on  tbe  Cor-  eut  piUoi,  wbf^b  bud  u^vtU^  fn'/iXK^td 
mation  of  the  present  AdioiiustratM,  wdb,  bot  wjucl>  «Xit>t^  at  (wesMtt  Ua  tb* 
that  it  was  his  opinion  that  it  was  net  m^e  yvryote  *4  (•^lutug  •Jijj^At  t4  fomr 
possible  for  it  to  frame  a  awftsvre  CjUf  pafiMW  11-141  wuy  pisu  ai.<cii  uiigi.t  bt^e' 
prehending  the  rariou*  provMi9»s  if^ies-  %IW  be  (;4^.>ui>d^  (iut,  wbaU^rcr 
sary  npon  ibis  iaipoitaat  suiy^i  «i.m:*s  wi^^it  W  bis  0.;ii<;ui'>s,  v\mtfi*!t  tvmvm 
the  whole  question  wbidi  it  ioruited  weit  iu«  <»i^-t«vterUu)ifuf  ti.«  UmUC^  iu*d«r 
prerioasly  referred  lo  a  Stlect  CwBanUee,  wlix;i.  i«  ^nbyu/tsd,  be  Ivlt  tWt  U.w  was  a 
The  right  faon.  Gentkruao  op(x>wt«,  Ui«:  <|MiAfjii  «u  wiji-.L,  al  ti.«  (fr*A«ift  im<«m«(. 
Member  for  Tamwvrtb,  bad  stiiUsd  m  it  wm  ibcutuixKit  Uf««ii  ^wi.immsuI  t» 
opiakn  of  ao  c^posiKr  kiu'J,  Tue  |%U  O'^wt  t»  s«a«  Af^u/u.  Hi  (v\nti*a  tbitf 
hoD.  Baronet  laMi,  tiiit  wbde*«T  aui^tit  <^»iOii,  itvt  «u  tb<:  jiW/twt  ^)««:ttMi« 
be  tbe  plan  wbich  (j'jwpomtnut  ti..(tA  y^.z-Hi  «xi>t«d  agWMt  t.'.i>«s,  fvr  tbM* 
think  best  to  propose,  it  *wA  ifH  far  ov^kcUcus  bad  Ww  fvuiad  «wt  «mm« 
better— and,  indeed,  be  tb^w^ut  it  tbe  tiiau  half  a  century  *f;o  by  unni  w\it/ 
daty  of  Govenimeat — to  f»««  stt<Mi  a  bud  iint^tl^wfid  '.i^-  Mtiy:>4.  'J  itbt  was 
ptan,  and  to  propoae  it  to  the  iluvse,  tbtui  tKfW,  w  it  was  t>rt^u,  a  ^isufwaj^stucot 
10  iMTcaqoestiMi  of  tbi*aa^i<Kud««t««'  **'  ii'dtu^fv-M  ^<»(y  on  skill,  s  b<^i>i')r 
to  the  cxMudentMo  of  tbe  <;<>tuBuU«t,  wul--*  oo  tt<M«  ui^  *:)^uA»4  liue  uujU 
without  any  (Jan  bef'^i«  tb««i,  abd  wi'ii-  •)>K'i>'  l**^  ^.uy'"}^  "^  g'^atcoi  H^ilf 
out  any  chart  or  cu-pam  f^  gt.j<:«  th»-«o,  'u  uwc  ^-uit-miA*  **  '■•«  l**^-  '/"J^ 
On  refleetioD  awl  cobwvokMmi  w»tij  bi«  was  fvw,  w  f  »m  tUo,  a  «ki>(«/  *f 
coJlcaEacs,^had  ^»(>cand  IoiUm  ibirt    ;/v|UMut    ufViiiutf    i*^'/    |E"^     *'>''J|« 
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fcreing  the  clergy  to  fotbeannce  at  the 
BxpcDM  of  what  they  deemed  to  be 
thoir  righti,  or  ieeiding;  them  to  enforce 
thoK  nghte  at  the  eipenie  of  the  in- 
fluence which  they  oo^ht  to  poneis  with 
their  pari^ionen,  compelling  them  to  Iok 
either  their  income  t^  their  indalgrace, 
or  their  pc^ulerity  by,  be  would  not  eay, 
the  enaction  of  what  the  law  gave  them 
for  the  eupport  of  themeekea  and  their 
familiei.  Theu  were  not  the  objections 
which  influenced  him,  because,  as  he  had 
already  stated,  they  were  as  well  known 
half  a  century  ago  as  they  were  now. 
Theee  wera  not  the  abjections  which,  io 
hit  opinioD,  made  it  ao  necessary  for  Par- 
liament to  come  to  an  immediate  decision 
on  this  inbject.  The  reasons  for  that  ne- 
eetsity  were  to  be  found,  be  thought,  in 
the  growing  discontent  of  the  Memben  of 
the  Bf^icultural  interest  and  of  the  tithe- 
payers  at  this  mode  of  payment,  and  in 
the  nniTOna]  disposition  of  the  clergy  to 
•ay,  as  they  had  said  in  their  commnnica- 
ttons  with  tiie  Crown,  that  if  any  fair 
mode  of  commutation  could  be  devised, 
-no  set  of  men  would  be  more  glad  than 
they  should  be  to  get  rid  of  this  objec- 
tioniible  payment.  The  present  state  of 
this  country,  and  he  might  add  of  Europe 
generally,  showed  that  the  objections  to 
tithe  wera  felt  so  strongly,  that  men 
were  becoming  every  day  more  and  more 
unwilling  to  pay  what  was  legally  due,  and 
more  and  more  aoxione  to  see  these  pay- 
menu  altogether  cease.  He  could  not 
give  the  House  a  better  proof  of  this  than 
by  informing  it,  that  in  Austria — where 
there  was  no  press,  stamped  or  unstamped, 
where  there  was  no  representative  assem- 
bly— where  there  were  no  popular  meet- 
ings—the  farmers,  as  he  was  told,  hardly 
wished  for  a  commutation  of  tithe,  but 
hoped,  by  what  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin  called  peaceful  agi- 
tation,  to  get  rid  of  tithe  altogether.  If 
such  were  the  case  in  a  coautry  tike  Aus- 
tria, where  there  was  so  little  political  es- 
eitement  and  diuatiifaction,  it  was  cer- 
tainly the  duty  of  Government  in  this 
country,  where  meetings  were  held  every 
day  of  persons  iaterested  in  the  subject, 
to  endeavour  to  come  to  a  settlement  of 
it,  before  it  found  one  side  or  the  other 
makiog  demsnda  so  unreasonable  as  to 
render  it  impossible  for  Parliameot  at  once 
to  do  justice  and  to  give  satisfaction. 
Having  made  diese  preliminary  remarks, 
lie  would   proceed   to   explain  what  he 
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ibongfat  were  the  principles  on  which  a 
settlement  might  be  made.  There  wera 
obviously  two  pans  of  the  subject  — ooa 
embraced  the  principles  on  which  it  wai 
proposed  to  make  the  commutation  ;  and 
the  other  the  machinery  by  which  it  was 
intended  to  carry  ihe  commutation  into 
effect.  It  was  evident,  that  though  the 
principle  were  the  best  poasible,  the  ma- 
chinery might  be  bad  and  imperfect,  and 
in  that  case  no  reasonable  man  oould  hope 
for  a  beneficial  result  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  principle  were  not  sound,  the  most 
perfect  machinery  would  not  have  the 
effect  of  making  it  either  better  or  more 
capable  of  producing  peace  and  satiifae- 
tion.  He  would  at  once  state  that  the 
machinery  which  the  Government  pro- 
posed to  adopt  was  the  machinery  pro- 
posed by  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Tarn- 
worth  in  his  Bill  of  last  year,  whereby  it 
was  provided  that  there  should  be  a  Cen- 
tral Board  of  Commissioners,  conaisting  of 
three  persons,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging; 
the  question  of  commntattoo,  of  whom  two 
should  be  appointed  by  the  Crown,  and 
one  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 
The  Government  proposed  that  this  Boanl 
should  have  power  to  appoint  Assistant- 
Commissioners  to  a  certain  extent  and  in 
certain  cases,  just  as  the  Poor-law  Com* 
missioners  had.  Adopting  the  machinery 
recommended  by  the  right  hoo.  Baronet, 
he  need  not  enter  further  into  that  part 
of  the  subject:  but  would  proceed  to 
state  the  principles  which  had  been 
leid  down  as  the  basis  of  commuta- 
tion at  different  periods,  and  the  objec- 
tions which  had  been  reepectively  uiged 
against  them.  The  first  principle  to  which 
he  should  advert,  was  that  of  taking  the 
amount  of  the  gross  value  of  tithes  in  every 
parish,  and  of  giving  the  owners  of  land 
the  power  of  redeeming  it  from  tithes  oa  a 
scale  formed  upon  ihe  average  vnlue  of 
tithe  throughout  the  kingdom.  But  al- 
though that  plan  was  simple,  be  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Tamworth 
in  thinking  that  it  was  hardly  practicable. 
There  were  many  parts  of  the  country  in 
which  tithe  was  levied  in  kind — there 
were  some  parts  in  which  the  composition 
for  tithe  was  high,  and  there  were  also 
other  parts  in  which  it  was  exceedingly 
low.  In  the  latter  districts,  those  who 
paid  a  low  rate  of  composition  would  ob- 
ject to  any  increase  in  their  payments. 
They  would  say,  that  so  fer  from  intend- 
ing to  pay  an  increased  amount,  thtj  ex- 
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peeled  to  bftve  ■  dimination  in  the  pay- 
meot  which  they  had  been  Bccuitomed  to 
make;  bo  that  if  a  plan  of  that  kind  were 
adopted,  it  was  quite  evident  that  it  would 
produce  diBsattB  faction.  GoTernment 
would  not  be  able  to  carry  tlie  Bill  satis. 
factorily  through  Parliament,  and  even  if 
it  were  carried  through  Parliament,  it 
would  throw  a  germ  of  diuatisfactioa 
against  the  tithe-ownera  in  every  parish 
thronghout  England,  There  was  another 
principle  contained  in  the  Srat  Tithe  Bill 
of  Lord  Alihorp,  to  which  he  would  briefly 
call  the  atteution  of  the  House — thai  was 
the  principle  of  taking  the  payment  for 
tithes  universally  for  the  last  seven  year>, 
and  commuting  the  tithes  upon  that  valua- 
tion. There  was  this  objection  to  that 
principle,  that  it  gave  to  those  incumbents 
who  bad  been  the  most  severe  in  the 
exaction  of  their  tithes  the  full  amount  of 
what  they  had  received,  whilst  it  would 
prevent  those  who  had  been  lenient  and 
indulgent  towards  the  tithe-payers  from 
receiving  that  augmentation  to  their  in- 
come to  which  tbey  were  fully  entitled. 
A  gentleman  who  had  paid  great  attention 
to  this  lubject  had  proposed  that  there 
•honld  be  an  account  taken  of  ihe  amount 
paid  for  tithe  daring  seven  years,  that  this 
■monnt  should  be  spread  over  the  whole 
country,  and  that  then  a  general  average 
■bould  be  struck  for  each  parish.  But 
be  could  not  help  seeing,  that  if  this  prin- 
ciple were  adopted,  it  would  change  the 
income  of  every  tithe-owner  in  the  coun- 
try— that  it  would  occasion  a  great  dis- 
turbance of  interests, — and  that,  though  it 
might  be  an  equitable  arrangement  for  the 
future,  it  would  not  be  becoming  in  a 
coantry  like  this  to  produce  such  a  ge- 
neral disturbance.  He  came  now  to  an- 
other principle — he  meant  that  which  had 
been  promulgated  in  Lord  Althorp's  se- 
cond Tithe  Bill.  That  principle  was,  to 
take  the  amount  of  tithe  paid  in  each 
parish  in  certain  counties,  to  strike  an 
average  for  them  all,  and  then  to  make 
the  amount  of  tithe  bear  a  fixed  propor- 
tion to  the  rent  of  the  land  in  each  parish, 
instead  of  being  dependent,  as  it  was  at 
present,  upon  the  produce  of  the  land.  He 
confessed  that  he  was  taken  with  the  no- 
tion of  making  tithe  bear  a  fixed  proper, 
tion  to  the  rent,  because,  at  lirst  sight,  it 
seemed  unfair  and  unequal  to  calculate 
tithe  upon  the  produce.  But,  on  consi- 
dering the  propnety,  the  wisdom,  and  the 
Justice  of  making  that  change  at  present, 
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be  bad  been  struck  with  ana  diffioullif, 
which  be  could  not  overcome,  and  that 
was,  that  there  would  be  no  justice  io 
converting  the  payment  calculated  oa  the 
proportion  to  the  produce  which  a  man 
by  law  was  obliged  to  make,  into  a  pay- 
ment calculated  on  the  proportion  to  the 
rent,  which  by  law  he  was  not  obliged  to 
pay,  and  which  he  had  even  not  contracted 
to  pay.  That  had  been  proposed  by  a 
noble  Lord  in  another  place,  who  had  for- 
tified his  ailment  by  saying,  that  lands 
paying  the  same  rent  onght  all  to  be  put 
into  the  same  scale.  There  was,  however, 
an  objection  to  that  position,  as  would  be 
seen  by  considering  the  case  of  two  farms 
paying  equal  rents,  owing  to  one  of  them 
requiring  greateipense  in  cultivation,  and 
to  the  other  being,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, non-productive.  On  these  two  ^ms 
paying  the  same  rent  you  now  bad  a  dif- 
ferent amount  of  tithe  payable,  for,  though 
the  rent  was  the  same,  the  produce  was 
difierent,  and  that  farm  which  produced 
the  larger  produce  paid  in  consequence 
the  larger  amount  of  tithe.  Now,  if  you 
make  the  tithe  dependent  on  the  rent,  you 
are  doing  an  evident  injustice  to  him  who 
is  now  paying  the  smaller  amount  of  tithe 
owing  to  the  smaller  amount  of  bis  pro- 
duce. He  did  not  know  with  what  face 
they  could  say  to  that  man,  "You  now  pay 
lees,  and  your  neighbour  pays  mote,  but 
we  will  make  an  average  between  you ; 
you  shall  no  longer  pay  in  proportion  to 
your  produce,  you  shall  pay  in  proportion 
to  your  rent,  although  yon  did  not  con- 
tract to  do  so,  and  although  the  cfaauge 
will  throw  a  heavier  burthen  upon  you." 
For  his  own  part,  he  must  say,  that  as 
such  a  change  could  not  be  reconciled  with 
justice,itoughtnottobemade  unless  under 
the  pressure  of  the  most  urgent  necessity. 
He  recollected  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite,  last  year,  after  consider- 
ing the  difficulties  which  surrounded  all 
these  various  plans,  had  stated  that  be 
was  inclined,  as  the  only  solution  of  tbem, 
to  adopt  the  principle  of  a  voluntary 
commutation.  He  (Lord  J.  Russell)  took 
the  liberty  of  stating  at  that  time,  that  be 
did  not  consider  that  principle  satisfac- 
tory ;  and  bis  reason  for  making  that 
statement  was  bis  conviction,  that  in  a 
great  number  of  instances,  where  the 
exaction  of  lithe  bad  been  most  oppres- 
sive, DO  voluntary  commutation  would 
take  place,  and  thus  the  old  sores  would 
remain,  and  be  the  causa  of  much  ill  foal* 
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tithe-owner,  should  itand  to  the  tenant* 
not  only  in  the  situation  of  the  landlord, 
but  also  in  that  or  the  tithe-owner.     He 


ia(f  in  fature.  It  was  open  to  the  House, 
if  they  thought  that  any  one  of  the  plana  to 
which  he  had  just  been  adverting',  either 
that  of  Lord  Althorp  or  that  of  the  ri^ht 
hon.  Member  for  Tamworth,  was  better 
than  that  which  he  was  then  about  to 
propose, — it  was  open  to  the  House,  he 
■aid,  to  take  that  plan  in  preference  to 
hii;  for  he  wished  that  the  subject  of 
titheihould  undergo  a  thorough  sifting, 
and  that  the  House  should  make  up  its 
mind  to  pass  the  best  Bill  it  could  frame 
on  the  subject  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
teut  Session.  Having  now  described  the 
plans  which  had  been  formerly  proposed 
for  the  commutatioQ  of  tithes,  aud  having 
pointed  out  the  principal  objections  to 
them,  he  should  proceed,  in  the  next  place 
to  eiplain  the  principles  on  which  his  own 
Bill  was  based.  He  would  say  generally, 
that  the  object  of  his  Bill  was,  to  produce 
just  as  little  disturbance  as  possible  in 
existing  interests.  His  object  was  not  to 
diminish  violently  or  excessively  any  in- 
come now  enjoyed  by  any  tithe-owner; 
it  would  nevertheless  be  his  constant 
eudeavour,  when  this  question  was  ar- 
ranged, and  the  different  parishes  had 
come  to  a  settlement,  to  produce,  if  pos- 
aible,  that  similarity  in  the  settlement 
which  would  prevent  one  parish  from 
saying,  as  was  too  commonly  said  in 
Ireland,  that  its  .settlement  had  been 
made  on  premises  so  diiferent  from 
those  taken  in  the  case  of  its  neigh- 
bour, that  its  payment  was  half  as  much 
more  aa  that  neighbour's  was.  His  object 
was,  that  throughout  England  and  Wales 
there  should  be  in  the  mode  of  calculating 
and  valuing  tithe  some  uniformity.  By 
the  present  system  it  was  notorious  that 
■ome  parishes  paid  an  amount  of  tithe 
considerably  higher  than  that  paid  in  the 
adjoining  parishes.  His  object  would  be 
to  get  rid,  as  far  as  it  was  (iracticable,  of 
the  inequalities  of  the  existing  system. 
He  proposed,  then,  having  got  the  ma- 
chinery, which  he  had  already  mentioned, 
having  established  a  Board  of  three;  Com- 
missioners, one  of  whom  was  to  be  the 
representative  of  the  clergy — he  proposed, 
be  said,  as  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Tamworth  had  proposed,  that  any  single 
owner  of  land  or  the  tenant,  might  agree, 
with  the  tithe-owner,  to  commute  the 
tithe,  they  being  all  mutually  interested  in 
the  commutation.  He  proposed,  as  Lord 
Althorp  proposed,  that  the  owner  of  the 
laud  having  made  an  agreement  with  the 


proposed,  further,  that  it  should  be  com- 
petent for  the  possessor  or  passesHors  of 
one-fourth  of  the  value  of  the  tithes  to 
call  a  meeting  of  the  owners  of  land  in 
the  parish,  at  which  parties  might  be  re- 
presented as  they  now  were  in  the  Poor 
Law  Act.  When  three-fourths  in  value 
of  the  owners  of  tithes  agreed  with  three- 
fourths  in  value  of  the  owners  of  land, 
there  would  be  power  given  to  them  to 
make  an  agreement  binding  on  the  whole 
parish.  If  no  person  appealed  against 
that  agreement  within  a  given  period,  it 
would  become  an  agreement  binding  on 
the  whole  parish.  If  any  person  ap- 
pealed against  it,  it  should  still  be  bind- 
ing upon  those  who  did  not  appeal.  The 
parties  appealing  would  have  to  appear 
before  the  Assistant- Commissioners,  who, 
on  hearing  their  statements,  would  make 
an  award,  which  award,  on  being  ratified 
by  the  central  Board,  would  also  become 
bmding  on  the  parish.  He  proposed  that 
if  at  the  end  of  a  certain  period — he  did 
not  intend  to  confine  the  House  to  time 
in  the  Bill  he  should  say  six  months — no 
such  agreement  were  made  between  the 
tithe-owners  and  the  tithe- payers,  it 
should  be  competent  for  any  land-owner 
or  any  tithe-owner,  to  ask  the  Commis- 
sioners to  make  a  general  award  od  the 
tithes  of  the  parish.  He  proposed  that 
when  such  a  demand  was  made,  an  Assist- 
ant-Commissioner should  be  authorized 
to  proceed  to  the  parish,  and  to  examine 
what  had  been  the  amount  of  tithes,  or  of 
the  composition  for  tithes,  and  what  bad 
been  ihe  expense  of  collecting  the  tithes 
for  the  last  seven  years  ;  that  he  should 
then  and  there  declare  the  amount  of 
tithes  so  paid  for  the  last  seven  years,  and 
that  that  amount  should  be  represented, 
as  he  would  hereafter  explain,  by  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  wheat,  barley,  and  oats. 
He  did  not,  however,  intend  to  propose 
that  this  declaration  should  be  binding 
conclusively,  either  on  the  tithe-owner 
or  on  the  land-owner.  He  thought  it  ad- 
visable to  avoid  that  which  would  produce 
exorbitancy  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  ruin- 
ous diminution  of  the  income  of  the  cler- 
gyman on  the  other.  He  therefore  pro- 
posed, in  case  any  person  should  appeal, 
on  the  ground  that  the  amount  fixed  for 
the  tithes,  or  the  composition  for  tithes, 
did  not  fairly  represent  the  value  of  the 
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tithes,  that  the  AsiistaDt-Commitiiooer  t  competent  to  tlie  CommiHionera  to  nalce 
■hould  make  an  estimate  of  the  ralue  of  such  an  awaid  as  they  thought  the  cir- 
the  tithes  for  the  seven  yeaig  previous,  .  cumstances  and  ihe  justice  of  the  case 
end  that  he  should  ascertain ,  the  actual  !  ret^uired.  He  knew  it  would  be  said  by 
^rosB  value  of  them  for  that  period.  If  |  those  who  were  in  the  habit  of  talking 
It  should  appear  that  the  sum  of  the  tithes  j  of  the  absolute  fight  of  tithe,  that  no 
taken  in  any  parish  during  a  period  of  payment  less  in  amount  than  the  absolute 
seven  years  exceeded  seventy-five  per  j  value,  should  be  taken  as  a  ground  for 
cent  of  the  gross  value,  then  it  would  i  fixing  a  permanent  commutatioa,  but  he 
be  competent  to  the  CommisaioneTs  to  I  did  not  agree  in  that  doctrine.  He 
determine  that  the  commutation  should  I  thDUj;ht  that  tithe  was  the  property  of  the 
amount  to  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  nation,  although  participated  irt  by  indi- 
gross  value  and  no  more,  and  they  i  viduals,  and  that  deductions  might  be 
would  reduce  the  sum  accordingly  ;  but,    made  from  it  in  consequence  of  the  very 


the  contrary,  it  appeared  that 
the  amount  taken  was  less  than  siity  per 
cent,  of  the  gross  value  of  the  tithe,  the 
comniiBaioQerB  would  be  authorized  to 
raise  the  sum  to  sixty  per  cent.,  and  to 
declare  that  that  should  be  the  amount  of 
the  future  charge.  He  referred  to  these 
numbers  of  seventy-five  and  dxty  percent 
u  R  maximum  and  minimum,  not  as  the 
aums  fixed  to  he  absolutely  paid,  for  the 
question  was  open  to  Parliament  to  con- 
sider and  decide,  but  because  they  served 
for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  principle 
on  which  he  proposed  to  proceed.  That 
principle  was,  that  in  no  case  should  the 
amountof  charge  for  tithe  exceed  a  certain 
per  cenlage  of  the  gtota  value  of  the 
averages  of  a  certain  fixed  period,  nor  fall 
below  a  certain  per  centage.  It  would 
occur  to  every  person  who  was  at  all 
conversant  with  the  subject,  that  many 
instances  would  be  foundon  either  side  of 
the  scale— cases  lioth  of  excess  and  cases 
falling  short.  In  some  cases  tithes  had 
been  taken  to  such  an  extent  as  ought 
not  to  form  the  basis  of  a  permanent 
chaise,  and  on  the  other  hand  he  was  well 
aware  there  were  instances,  as  had  been 
satis fectorily  established  by  undoubted 
evidence,  ofclergymen  who  did  not  receive 
more  than  forty  or  fifty  per  cent,  of  the 
amount  to  which  they  were  entitled.  It 
appeared  only  fair  and  just  to  interfere  in 
those  cases,  and  when  they  wished  to  es- 
tablish a  permanent  settlement  of  tithe 
which  was  to  endure  for  all  future  time, 
he  thought  it  right  to  fix  a  sum  to  he 
taken  hereafter,  which  should  not  exceed 
or  fall  below  a  certain  amount  in  propor- 
tion to  the  gross  value  of  the  tithe.  With 
respect  to  the  minimum  and  maximum, 
which  he  assumed  to  be  sixty  and  seventy- 
five  per  cent,  of  the  vdliie,  if  it  should 
appenr  [hut  the  £um  hitherto  paid  was  thus 
between  tho<e  two  limits,  ii  should  be  -  siartced. 
VOL.  XXXI.  {2SiJ  H 


,   prevmusly 
at  war  with 


nature  of  the  property, 
man  insisted  on  e 
tithe  which  had  i 
received,  he  was  immediately  at  u 
the  farmers  who  were  his  parishioners,  and 
that  demand  should  not  in  the  nature  of 
things  be  pressed  as  a  foundation  for  a 
future  permaneot  commutation  or  charge. 
There  were  certain  cases  of  tithe  which 
might  come  under  a  particular  rule, 
and  which  indeed  would  require  a 
special  regulation  to  govern  them ;  he 
referred  to  tithes  on  bop-gardens,  orchards, 
and  market -gardens  >  In  those  particular 
cases  the  tithes  on  extremely  valuable  crop* 
were  high,  hut  they  could  form  no  fair 
average  for  a  general  commutation,  nor 
indeed  could  they  be  allowed  to  enter  into 
such  an  average.  He  proposed  giving  the 
Commissioners  the  power  of  taking  certain 
hop  districts,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
average  tithe  of  the  last  seven  years,  and 
fix  the  amount  in  future.  The  Commis- 
sioners would  bUo  have  the  power  of 
declaring  what  the  tithe  of  any  particular 
land  or  property  should  be,  supposing  hop 
cultivation  to  be  abandoned  ;  and  it  was 
provided  that  In  cases  where  land  should  be 
brought  into  hop  cultivation  anew,  it  should 
he  subject  to  an  additional  payment  of  I5t 
an  acre  on  account  of  tithe.  Those  inter- 
ested in  hop  cultivation  had  declared 
themselves  ready  to  come  to  some  such 
compromise  as  he  had  indicated,  hut  they 
objected  to  continue  topay  tithe  on  hops 
after  the  cultivation  of  them  should  have 
been  abandoned.  They  naturally  cDn> 
sidered  that  such  an  arrangement  would 
be  highly  injurious  to  them.  With  respect 
to  the  case  of  orchards  and  gardens,  he 
confessed  he  had  not  been  able  to  satisfy 
his  mind  as  to  a  particular  provision  on 
the  subject,  although  he  adtnitted  la  ids 
lied  to  be  partlcularlv  oinum- 
lowever.thiit  might  be  aaiibjiiit 
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or  future  conuderatiOD.  WhateTermiKht 
be  dane  with  regard  to  orctiardt  and 
garden,  ground  a  now  eiisting,  he  felt  con- 
aiderable  difficulty  in  rendering  land  that 
might  be  converted  into  orchards  or  gar- 
dens in  future  liable  to  increased  tithes. 
Orchards  were  a  precarious  and  uncertain 
description  of  property,  and  frequently  did 
not  bear  in  certain  yeara  ;  and  with  respect 
to  garden  lands,  if  the  legislature  allowed 
the  quesiioQ  to  be  opened  again  from  time 
to  time,  it  would  give  rise  to  incessant 
disputes.  With  respect  to  future  pay- 
ments, he  proposed  that  the  average 
prices,  for  seven  years,  of  wheat,  barley, 
and  oats  should  be  published  at  certain 
periods,  by  the  controller  of  corn  returns — 
that  this  publication  should  take  place 
every  year,  and  that  the  payment  of  rent- 
charge  made  in  lieu  of  tithe  should  lie 
varied  accordingly.  He  proposed  to  take 
the  prices  of  three  dilFerent  kinds  of  grain 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  value 
and  amount  of  the  charge,  so  that  if  an 
individiiiil  were  chargeable  with  300{.  for 
tithe,  one  third  would  be  estimated  by  the 
price  of  wheat,  one  third  by  that  of  bailey, 
and  the  remaiuini;  third  by  the  price  of 
oats,  which  would  be  giving  each  a  fair 
proportion  in  the  gross  amount.  Thus  the 
tithe  owner  would  be  entitled  to  receive 
every  year  payment  accordmg  to  the 
fiucluation  in  the  value  of  grain,'  which 
must  be  taken  to  represent  the  fluctuation 
in  the  value  of  money,  There  was  another 
part  of  the  subject  which  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  include  in  this  bill,  though  it 
formed  an  important  part  of  the  general 
question,  and  might  be  5tly  introduced  in 
a  separate  measure, — he  meant  the  ques- 
tion of  redemption.  He  thought  it  very 
proper,  after  means  were  adopted  by 
which  a  rent  charge  should  have  been  ea- 
tablished  and  agreements  made  between 
tithe  owners  and  lithe  payers,  that  a  mea- 
sure should  be  introduced  with  regard  to 
redemption,  aud  on  a  future  occasion  be 
would  lay  a  Bill  on  the  Table  with  that 
view ;  but  considering  the  diflicultles  of 
this  part  of  the  subject,  he  thought  it 
belter  not  to  incutober  it  with  the  additional 
diificuliy  inseparable  from  the  question  of 
redemption,  and  therefore  he  bad  omitted 
thematter  inthepresent  measure.  Hewas 
well  aware  of  all  the  difficulties  and  ob- 
jections connected  with  the  subject  refer- 
red to;  he  would  now  only  mention  a  few 
cf  them.  According  to  the  plan  of  redemp- 
tion which  he  contemplated,  taking  a  cer- 


tain  scale — say  twenty-five  yean*  purahaM 
— a  person  would  have  the  power  d[  freeing 
himself  from  the  rent  charge  by  a  corre- 
sponding payment.  If  the  money  thus  ob- 
tained were  to  be  laid  out  in  the  fundi, 
and  the  interest  paid  to  the  clergy,  many 
would  object  to  that  as  by  no  means  tn 
advantageous  arrangement.  If  the  clergy 
had  a  certain  portion  of  land  assigned  to 
them  as  the  proceeds  of  the  redemption 
fund,  each  individual  clergyman  would  be 
converted  into  a  small  landowner,  and  ex- 
posed to  the  distraction  of  a  now  avo- 
cation, incurring  all  the  risk  and  inconve- 
nience of  a  farmer  with  his  fjrm-buildiog> 
out  of  repair,  and  other  cares  and  annoy- 
ances inseparable  from  agriculture.  If  the 
redemption  money  were  invested  in  large 
portions  of  land,  clerical  corporations 
being  created  in  different  dioceses  for 
their  management,  and  to  distribute  the 
revenues  among  the  clergy,  you  would  in- 
troduce a  novel  and  inconvenient,  if  not 
dangerous,  description  of  property  into 
(he  country — property  held  by  the  clergy 
according  to  certain  principles  peculiar  iQ 
their  nature  and  open  to  much  invidione 
remark.  Tliis  species  of  property,  pecu- 
liarly managed  and  appropriated,  would, 
in  his  opinion,  expose  the  clergy  to  more 
danger  than  could  be  incurred  by  fixing 
tithe  as  a  rent  charge  on  the  land-owner, 
whom  he  thought  most  likely  to  pay  it 
with  the  least  reluctance  to  the  clergy. 
Without,  therefore,  entering  at  present  od 
a  detail  of  all  the  objections  to  which  the 
piinciple  of  redemption  might  be  liable, 
he  contented  himself  with  stating  that  he 
would  on  a  future  day  introduce  a  Bill  on 
the  subject,  and  lay  it  on  the  Table  for  the 
consideration  of  the  House.  He  should 
rejoice  in  being  able  to  meet  all  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  case,  if  that  were  practicable  i 
for  the  present,  however,  he  merely  pro- 
posed that  a  rent  charge  should  be  created 
in  the  way  he  had  already  explained, 
which  would  produce  a  certain  income  to 
the  clergy,  without  those  objections  that 
applied  to  tithes — a  plan  that,  if  it  did 
not  settle  the  question  to  the  inimediaU 
satiafactioQ  of  all  parties,  would  in  a  few 
years  leave  persons  at  liberty  to  cultivate 
their  land  as  they  pleased,  and  apply  their 
skill  and  capital  to  its  improvement  with- 
out any  apprehension  of  en  augmentation 
of  tithe — placing  the  clergy  in  that  situ- 
ation which  they  ought  to  occupy,  and 
providing  them  with  a  regular  and  inde- 
pendent income  connected  with  the  land 
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■ndtfaelaiid-oinieraofllieirpariih, and  free 
from  the  preMnt  objection!  to  tba  col- 
lectkm  of  tith«.  The  income  of  the  clergy 
wouldultimatelyflowfrom  tbetaDd-owDSTs, 
and  not  from  each  tenant  or  farmer;  and 
the  clergyman  would  be  relieved  from  an 
altsTuative  that  now  often  exitled,  either 
of  making  personal  enemies  h;  pressing 
bis  demaad,  or  injuring  himself  by  aban- 
doning it.  He  proposed  that  the  rent 
Dharges  should  be  liable  to  the  payment 
of  rates,  as  tithes  vera  at  present.  Many 
of  the  rates  were  now  diminishing,  and  it 
wonid  be  difficult  to  make  a  deduction  on 
account  of  them.  It  would  be  more  satis- 
factory to  the  sereral  parishes  and  counties 
if,  under  the  new  arrangement,  the  clergy 
were  rendered  liable  to  rates,  by  which 
means  they  would  have  a  common  interest 
with  their  neighbours  in  diminishing  their 
amotinL  He  had  now  stated  to  the 
Hoaie  the  plan  on  which  Ministers  pro- 
po«ed  to  settle  the  question  of  tithes.  He 
had  stated  nt  the  commencement  of  his 
■peeoh  that  the  subject  was  full  of  difficul- 
ties, tind  he  was  far  from  ssyiog  that  the 
praaeat  plan  was  snperior  to  all  that  had 
pceceded  it;  bat  he  did  think,  if  Parlia- 
ment wonld  steadily  turn  its  attention  to 
the  proposition,  that  it  might  be  worked 
Mt  in  mich  a  shape  s*  to  be  productive  of 
grant  benefit,  and  next  afUr  the  settlement 
of  the  Poor  Laws,  to  contribute,  in  the 
most  important  degree,  to  the  welt-being 
of  the  country.  He  was  sure  the  final 
settlement  of  the  Tithe  Question  would  be 
of  the  greatest  importance,  and  confer  the 
highest  beneRt  on  the  church,  as  well  as 
■pon  tho  country  at  targe. 

Sir  Robert  Petl  asked  the  noble  Lord 
wfaather  his  plan  applied  to  lay  impropri- 
ators as  srell  as  to  ecclesiastical  incumbents? 
The  noble  Lord  had  omitted  to  state 
bow  the  rent  charge  was  to  be  apportioned 
on  the  land  i  was  there  to  be  a  valuation 
of  land,  and  was  the  rent  charge  to  be 
apportioned  according  to  thevatue?  Lastly, 
what  remedy  did  the  noble  Lord  propose 
Is  give  the  church  in  case  of  non-payment 
of  tba  rent  charge— bow  weia  arrears  to 
barecorcred? 

Lord  John  RutteU:  The  plan  applied 
to  lay  impropriations  as  well  as  to  ecclesi- 
nsticaitithet.  With  respect  to  the  second 
point,  which  referred  to  the  manner  in 
wbich  the  value  was  to  be  distributed,  of 
Mnrse,  in  the  first  instance,  the  charge 
wsnld  be  apponioaed  in  the  same  manner 
at  titb*  was  foand  to  be  payable  for  the 
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Ust  seven  years;  bat  it  would  be  in  the 
power  of  any  land-owner  to  demand  that 
any  particular  part  of  hU  estate  should  be 
charged  with  a  greater  or  less  proportion  of 
tithe,  and  that  would  be  settled  before  the 
Commissioners.  With  respect  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  third  question,  as  to 
what  remedy  the  owner  of  the  rent  charge 
was  to  have,  he  replied  that  his  remedy 
would  consist  in  a  disireis  and  entry  upon 
the  land,  but  with  this  limitation,  that  the 
remedy  should  not  apply  to  arrears  of  rent 
charge  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years. 

Mr.  Gisbome — Did  the  noble  Lord 
apply  his  Bill  to  mineral  tithe  ? 

Lord  John  Rusnlt — Yes,  to  all  tithes. 

The  queslion  having  been  put, 

Sir  Hobert  Inglis  complained  of  the 
plan  of  the  noble  Lord,  inasmuch  ns  it 
would  at  once  reduce  the  incomes  of  iha 
clergy  to  seventy-five  or  sinly  per  cent,  of 
iheir  present  amount.  Had  the  plan  of 
the  noble  Lord  been  adopted  three  centu- 
ries ago,  the  church  would  not  have  stood 
in  the  position  in  which  it  now  did.  The 
oldest  property  in  England  wua  not  more 
than  eight  centuries  old,  while  that  of  the 
church  was  at  least  fourteen.  What  couid 
constitute   a   better   title?      If  this  title 


private  property  and  church  property, 
which  was  sought  to  he  drawn  by  the 
noble  Lord  ;  but,  in  his  opinion,  the  noble 
Lord  ought  not  to  take  from  tithe  pro- 
perty any  proportion  of  its  security  or 
value  by  a  compulsory  provisioo. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  did  not  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  urging  any  preliminary  objection 
in  point  of  form  to  the  present  proceeding, 
hut  he  nevertheless  thought  it  impmUint 
that  the  law  of  Parliament  should  be  dis- 
tinctly defined  and  adhered  to  in  the  course 
to  be  pursued  with  respect  to  tithes;  other- 
wise there  would  be  a  variety  of  condictiug 
authorities  and  precedents  on  the  subject. 
The  authority  of  Lord  Althorp  would  be 
quoted  for  having  introduced  his  Tithe 
Bill  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Lord  John  Russull :  Lord  Althorp  took 
two  courses  ;  he  first  introduced  his  Bill, 
as  has  been  now  done,  and  afiernards 
moved  the  House  into  Committee,  and  in- 
troduced the  Bill  again. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  w»s  aware  a  mistake 
had  been  committed  by  the  noble  Loid, 
who  might  therefore  be  appealed  to  as  an 
authority  on  both  sides,  either  for  proceed- 
ing by  Bill  oc  Committee.  Cen'tlemeD 
H2 
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might  quote  himgelf  as  an  authority  for 
proceeding  last  year  by  resolution  in  Com- 
niiltee  of  the  whole  House,  and  that  pre- 
cedent might  be  met  by  the  authority  of 
the  noble  Lord,  who  had  proceeded  at  once 
by  bringing  in  a  Bill.  Thus  there  had 
been  four  adrerte  precedents  as  to  the 
maaner  of  introducing  the  tithe  subject 
wiihin  two  years.  It  wouidbeofadvanlage, 
for  the  purpose  of  preserving  regularity 
'     niforniity  in  their  proceedings, to  di 


termine  whelhtT  it  w 
bv  way  of  resolution  ii 
whole'HouM.or  byai 
leave  to  bring  in  a  E 
this  by  way  of  objec 
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■ame,  yet  aflford  no  criterion  of  the  actual 
productive  value  of  the  land  ;  for  in  oM 
case  a  man  might  pay  for  farm  baUdinga 
i  Buperiorpersonal  accommodation,  and 
the  other  the  amount  of  rent  miglit 
depend  on  the  superior  fertility  of  the  soil. 
He  quite  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord, 
therefore,  that  il  was  proper  to  abandon 
the  attempt  to  establish  a  proportion  be* 
tween  rent  and  tithe.  The  noble  Lord  had 
adopted  the  whole  machinery  proposed  ta 
he  introduced  into  his  (Sir  R,  Peel's)  tithe 
'ast  session — he  did  not  complain 
of  the  plagiarism,  far  from  it ;  he  wished 
sincerely  that  the  noble  Lord  had  adopted 
the  whole  Bill,  and  carried  out  its  prin- 
ciple, as  well  as  the  machinery,  in  his  own 
measure.  Even  now  the  noble  Lord 
seemed  willing  to  admit  of  alterations  in 
his  Bill,  and  rather  to  invite  contribu- 
tions and  suggestions  for  perfecting  it. 
Encouraged  by  the  tone  of  the  noble  Lord, 
he  felt  almost  inclined,  if  he  coUld  find  hia 
own  Bill  of  last  year,  which  had  never 
been  presented  to  the  House,  to  asit  leave 
to  bring  in  a  measure  by  which  he  pnv 
posed  to  effect  a  volunlary  commutation 
of  tithe.  That  was  the  principle  of  the 
Bill  of  last  Session,  end  In  the  present 
measure  the  noble  Lord  did  not  eiclude  it. 
He  would  not  now  enter  upon  the  noble 
Lord's  plan  of  a  minimum  and  roaximnm 
of  rent-charge,  ranging  between  sixiT  and 
seventy-live  percent.,  of  the  gross  value  of 
tithe,  because  he  thought  it  inGnitely  beU 
ter  to  abstain  from  any  attempt  to  decide 
the  question,  not  on  the  sight  of  the  noble 
Ix>rd's  Bill,  but  merely  on  the  statement 
of  its  author.  It  would  be  better  for  every 
gentleman  to  reserve  his  opinion  on  thfl 
subject  of  the  plan,  till  he  had  enjoyed  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  Bill  itaelf. 
The  difference  between  the  noble  Lm^'s 
proposition  and  bis  own  consisted  in  the 
principle  adopted,  not  in  the  machinery  by 
which  that  principle  was  to  be  worked  out. 
He  (Sir  R.  Peel)  proposed  that  a  commia- 
sioD  should  be  appointed,  consisting  of  a 
superintending  Board,  with  functionariaa 
acting  under  it,  aud  whatever  principle 
Parliament  might  finally  adopt  as  the  basis 
of  commutation — whether  a  compulsory 
principle,  as  now  proposed,  or  one  of  a 
voluntary  nature,  as  suggested  last  year,  be 
doubted  exceedingly  whether,  without  the 
id  of  such  functiouaries,  the  necessary. 


I  right  to  proceed 
a  Committee  of  the 

n  original  Motion  for 

■11.  He  did  not  say 
ion  on  the  present 
.  he  thought  it  of 
importance  that  the  law  and  practice  of 
Parlinment  should  be  settled,  and  because 
he  considered  it  an  advantage  to  the  pub' 
lie,  where  a  (jueslion  of  importance  like 
the  present  was  to  be  introduced,  that  the 
Bill  sliould  originate  in  the  usual  form  in  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  for  it  was 
obviously  of  consequence  that  preju'lices 
and  doubts  arising  from  ignorance  of  the 
details  of  a  plan  should  be  met  imme- 
diately by  explanations  from  the  individual 
proposing  it,  and  this  could  be  most  con- 
veaienily  effected  in  Committee.  He  ap- 
prehended tliat  the  noble  Lord  had  made 
considerable  advances  towards  an  agree' 
ment  with  him  on  the  subject  of  tithes  ir 
some  important  respects.  He  did  not 
urge  that  circumstance  as  an  objection 
against  the  noble  Lord ;  so  far  from  it, 
that  he  thought  the  noble  Lord  perfectly 
right  in  admitting  the  force  of  objections 
which  he  found  to  be  insuperabli 
adopting  another  plan  which  he  might 
hope  10  find  more  satisfaciory  than  those 
which  he  had  previously  advocated.  The 
noble  Lord  felt  the  objections  against  ihe 
mode  of  estimating  the  real  value,  and 
taking  the  averages  of  seven  years,  as  for- 
merly proposed,  and  he  also  now  felt  the 
objection  to  Lord  Althorp's  plan  for  esta- 
blishing a  certain  proportion  between  rent 
and  tithe,  things  quite  different  in  their 
nature,  but  in  respect  to  which  Gentlemen 
had  been  deceived  by  an  apparent  but 
fallacious  analogy.  Tithe  was  a  payment 
founded  on  the  basis  of  actual  produce, 
but  rent  was  not ;  therefore  the  two  charges 
were  incommensurate;  and  this  being  the 
cmv,  any  attempt  to  establish  a  proportion 

bt-twecn  rent   and  tithe  must  necessarily    locnt  inquiriesand  arrangemenlscoutd  si 
end  in  failure  and  disappointment.     The   ceed,orasatisfactorysett)ementbeobtained, 
nomnill  rent  of  two  farms  might  be  the  |  He  believed,  however,  that  the  noble  Lwd 
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bad  sdopted  the  mode  of  proceeding,  that  those  principles  woi;ld  be  strictly  ad- 
WBTiDg  the  principle,  proposed  last  year  hered  to  ;  but  this,  he  repealed,  was 
— the  only  mode,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  of  absolutely  impossible  in  the  preeent  in- 
nctJQg  with  efTect.  That  plan  consisted,  stance.  The  titlie  payers  and  receivers 
as  he  had  said,  in  the  establishment  of  a  would  be  utterly  at  a  loss  lo  understand 
superior  Central  Board  of  Commissioners,  how  they  were  to  proceed  [o  a  voluntary 
in  correspondence  with  Sub-Commission-  commutation,  unless  ihey  fcit  assured, 
ers,  using  their  persuasions  on  the  spot,  that  the  principle  now  laid  down  would 
in  order  to  effect  a  settlement  of  tithe,  be  firmly  adhered  to  in  allcasesi  but  it 
aSbrdiDE  information  to  those  who  re-  was  impossible  to  be  certain  of  that,  for 
qoired  it,  and  assisting  the  parties  inter-  the  noble  Lord,  though  he  talked  of 
ested  with  their  advice.  The  difference  seventy-five  per  cent  as  a  maximum,  end 
between  the  principle  of  the  measure  now  sixty  per  cent  as  a  minimum,  said  very 
proposed  by  the  noble  Lord,  and  that  plainly  that  he  would  not  bind  himself  to 
formerly  explained  to  the  House  by  him-  that  proportion.  {Lord  John  Russeltmeanl 
self  was  simply  this — that  he  had  proposed  to  adhere  to  a  progressive  scale  befwetn 
that  for  a  certain  period,  the  parties  luter-  iixly  and  seuenty-fiue  per  cent.]  He  con- 
tsted  in  the  payment  and  receipt  of  tithe  fessed  he  did  not  think  this  a  whit  more 
should  be  invited  bv  one  of  the  travelling  satisfactory  than  the  noble  Lord's  original 
Commissioners  to  meet  him  for  the  purpose  stHtemenl.  Parliament  would  find  it  very 
of  considering  the  question,  and  attempt-  difficult  to  determine  with  exactness  what 
ing  to  come  to  a  voluntary  agreement  for  '  the  proper  proportion  should  be  in  all 
a  permanent  commutation  of  tithe,  while  ,  cases.  He  was  glad  to  observe,  that  great 
the  noble  Lord,  though  he  still  proposed  I  progress  had  been  made  towards  voluntary 
to  allow  for  the  operation  of  (he  voluntary  |  commutation,  on  the  principles  of  the  plan 
principle  a  certain  period — he  had  men-  j  which  he  proposed  last  Session;  and  hla 


(  months — at  the  expiration  of 
that  time  introduced  a  compulsory  com- 
mutation, and  DOW  stated  the  principle 
OD  which  it  was  to  be  applied.  It  was 
true  the  noble  Lord  did  not  seek  la  bind 
himself  or  the  House  exactly  to  the  space 

of  six  months,  though  he  had  mentioned    ation  and  good  sense  of  both 
that  period  as  the  term  to  be  allowed  for    payers  of  tithes,  there 
voluntary  commutation;    but  neither  did  '       ' 

he  (Sir  R.  Peel)  mean  ultimately  to  ex- 
clude the  compulsory  principle,  if  he  had 
found  its  adoption  necessary.  If  a  volun- 
tary commutation  had  failed,  it  was  still 
open  to  him  to  resort  to  a  compulsory 
provision.  Meanwhile,  the  advantage  of 
his  plan  over  that  of  the  noble  Lord  con- 
sisted in  this — that,  whereas  the  noble 
Lord  now  proposed,  without  having  any 
experience  of  the  working  of  the  principle 
of  a  voluntary  commutation,  to  prescribe 
at  once,  in  precise  terms,  the  manner  in 
which  his  principle  of  compuUory  com- 
mutation should  be  exercised ;  he  proposed 
not  to  adopt  the  coropulaory  provision  till 
he  had  tried  the  voluntary  plan.  He 
thought  it  impossihfe  for  the  noble  Lord 
at  this  moment  to  lay  down  any  such 
principle  precisely  with  a  well-founded 
aasurance,  that  it  could  be  carried  into 
effect;  yet,  if  ParliameDt  were  to  pre- 
•cribe  principles  upon  which  a  commuta- 
tion was  to  be  effected,  it  was  of  import- 
liDce,  thkt  Ibe  country  ibould  uodentand 


conviction  was,  if  the  parlies  were 
once  brought  to  an  approKimntion,  under 
the  guidiincc  of  impartial  persons,  able  to 
answer  every  question  of  law,  and  in- 
quiries as  to  the  effect  of  the  system 
adopted  in  other  parishes,  from  the  moder- 
"  rs  and 
ttt,be 
evinced  throughout  the  country  the 
strongest  inclinatinn  lo  adopt  the  volun- 
tary system.  If  Government  only  said, 
"  We  will  exempt  the  instrument  by  which 
all  this  is  to  be  ratified  Trom  any  pecu- 
niary churge,  we  will  exonerate  from  stamp 
duty  those  who  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  thus  afforded,  but,  that 
opportunity  neglected,  our  indemnifica- 
tion will  no  longer  he  available,"  a  sense 
of  direct  personal  Inierest  would  greatly 
faciliiate  an  immediate  voluntary  commu- 
tation. Considering  the  peculiar  nature 
of  litlies — considering  not  only  the  great 
variety  of  laws  on  the  subject,  but  also 
the  various  circumstances  affecting  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  country,— thi;  variety  of 
soil,  the  various  ways  in  which  different 
parishes  were  subject  to  that  impost ; 
some  to  rectorial,  others  lo  vicarial  tithes, 
and  some  in  which  there  were  various 
recipients  of  tithes  to  different  amounts, 
he  could  not  help  thinking  this  wna  pre- 
cisely the  case  in  which  a  voluntaty  agree- 
ment wai  most  likely  to  lUQceed;  and,  n 
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ment,  Ds  a  substilute  for  law,  no  doubt 
B  great  advantage  would  be  gained.  If 
the  future  payers  of  titlies  in  any  particular 
parish  knew  that  the  arrangement  made 
had  been  come  to  by  Tolunlary  agreement 
of  boih  parties,  under  the  superintendence 
of  an  impaniai  man,  and  that  it  had  not 
been  ratified  till  the  superintending  Board 
in  London  had  given  their  consent  to  it, 
he  could  not  help  thinking  there  would 
be  a  greater  prospect  of  satisfaction  with 
their  award,  than  if  a  Commissioner, 
according  to  the  phn  of  the  noble  Lord, 
in  case  voluntary  commutation  failed, 
■hould  go  down  with  his  proposition  of 
sixty  or  seventy-five  per  cent.  The  ex- 
perience acquired  by  voluntary  commuta- 
tion would  afford  the  best  indication  of 
wliat  should  be  the  best  principle  here- 
after lobeadopled.  There  might  besome 
cuses  in  which  difficulties  would  present 
themselves  to  a  voluntary  commutation; 
but  from  an  ample  review  of  all  those  in 
wiiich  it  had  taken  place,  it  would  be  easy 
to  extract  a  much  more  satisfactory  prin- 
ciple to  regulate  compulsory  commutation 
thiin  could  well  be  devised  in  total  igno- 
rance of  the  subject  after  only  six  months 
being  allowed  for  voluntary  commutation. 
The  noble  Lord  said,  he  wished  every 
parish  to  be  placed  on  the  same  footing; 
and  that  hereaTter  one  should  not  be 
able  to  say  it  was  placed  on  a  different 
footing  from  its  neighbours ;  but  that 
would  by  no  means  be  the  case.  One 
parish  would  have  to  pay  only  GQl.,  while 
another,  perhaps  the  immediately  con- 
tiguous one,  was  paying  151,  per  cent, 
not  with  respect  to  the  actual  value  of 
the  tithes,  but  founded  on  the  payments 
for  the  last  seven  years,  and  dependent  In 
a  great  degree  on  the  forbearance  of  the 
clergy.  The  object  of  the  noble  Lord 
being  to  secure  uniformity  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, equality  of  payments,  on  account  of 
tithe  in  every  place  where  volunlary  com- 
nintalion  was  not  effeclod,  hia  own  Bill 
would  dffeat  that  intention,  and  present 
in  piirishes  in  immediate  juxtaposition  a 
different  amount  of  payment  on  account  of 
tithe.  Whatever  plan  was  to  be  adopted 
on  this  subject,  which  was  so  extremely 
complicated,  would  be  best  recommended 
by  simplicity.  There  were  many  points 
connected  with  the  noble  Lord's  plan, 
which,  be  feared,  had  not  been  sufficiently 
explaintd  to  make  it  perfectly  intelligible 
to  the  House ;  tod  probably  it  could  aot 


be  welt  understood  until  the  Bill  itself 
were  presented  ;  but,  if  on  seeing  that 
Bill,  there  should  appear  great  practical 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  adoption  of  a 
compulsory  principle,  or  if  there  should 
appear  to  the  House  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  experience  of  an  attempt 
at  voluntary  commutation  would  supply 
much  most  valuable  information  how  the 
compulsory  principle  might  be  best  ap- 
plied, he  hoped  he  might  be  permitted  to 
bring  in  his  Bill,  so  that  if,  after  proceed- 
ing a  certain  way,  difficulties  were  found 
to  present  themselves  in  the  noble  Lord*! 
plan,  the  House,  without  reference  to 
party  distinctions,  would  not  feet  indit* 
posed  to  make  this  Session  a  fair  experi- 
ment on  the  principle  of  voluntarj  com- 
mutation. 

Mr.  Harvey  doubted  whether  any  his> 
tory  presented  an  instance  of  a  more  rapid 
conversion  than  that  which  the  Bill  of  the 
noble  Lord  was  calculated  to  make.  He 
would  convert  a  very  permanent  body  of 
political  opponents  into  a  very  ready  body 
of  admiring  adherents,  for  there  was  lome- 
ihing  in  his  Bill  well  calculated  to  secure 
the  applause  of  the  laoded  interest,  inas- 
much as  the  measure  itself  proposed  at  one 
blow,  and  by  one  concession,  in  all  cases 
to  give  up  twenty-five  percent.,  and  in 
many  cases  forty  per  cent,  of  the  property 
which  he  had  always  contended  was  the 
property  of  the  public.  There  was  enough 
in  this  Bill  secretly  and  silently  to  secure 
the  supportof  a  great  number  of  Members, 
but  he  could  not  understand  on  what 
ground  a  positive  benefit  was  to  be  pur- 
chased at  so  high  a  rate,  because  it  was 
admitted  on  all  hands  that  to  commute 
the  tithe,  as  it  was  now  collected,  into  a 
permanent  money  payment  would  be  to 
the  cultivator  of  the  soil  a  great  and  lasting 
advantage.  But  why  make  s  concession 
to  those  who  were  to  derive  this  beneKtf 
He  knew  it  would  be  said  why  should 
objections  proceed  from  a  party  enter- 
taining the  sentiments  that  this  was  public 
property  ?  The  public  wonld  derire  no 
benefit  whatever  from  this  concession. 
The  augmentation  of  tithes  was  now  con- 
verted into  a  fixed  and  perroanent  raoney 
payment;  beyond  that  where  wonld  be 
the  advantage  to  the  tenant  of  the  land  ? 
Although  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that 
the  noble  Lord  had  developed  all  th« 
minuiite  of  the  case,  yet  he  did  not  gather 
in  what  way  the  lessees  vrere  to  receive  thfl 
benefit  of  coaceuioof,  of  wbicb  tht  Itnil' 
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Iwdi  mrt  to  be  immediBtely  the  par- 
taken. If  10  lar^  a  conceuion  was  to 
be  made  of  pablic  property — if  tlie  pro- 
pert;  of  the  Churcb  belonged  excluaively 
to  tbe  Church,  on  what  principle  wu  it 
that  weveretraDsferring  from  twenty-five 
to  forty  per  cent,  to  lay  hsndt,  and  to 
that  exteot  denuding  the  Church.  Thit 
calculation  of  tbe  value  of  tithe  was  to  be 
made  reiroBpectively  for  the  last  seven 
yeari,  embracing  the  present  year,  and  ' 
the  year  preceding;  two  periods  in  which  j 
agricultural  produce  bad  been  without  j 
example  as  to  its  lowness.  This  was  to 
be  the  test  of  the  permanent  estimate  of ' 
the  value  of  tilhe,  twenty-five  per  cent,  | 
was  to  be  taliea  in  moat  cases,  and  forty  | 
per  cent,  in  many  casea  ot  income  ren-  | 
dered  euentially  low  by  reverting  lo  the  ; 
average  which  was  to  be  the  standard  of, 
calculation.  At  no  distant  time  you 
would  find  that  in  many  of  the  livings  the  j 
receipts  of  the  working  clergy  were  re-  ; 
duced  lo  so  low  en  unount  that  you 
would  be  obliged  to  look  to  some  quarter  , 
for  augmentation.  Where  would  it  be  [ 
found  ?  Would  the  landlords  of  England, ; 
tbe  owners  of  the  soil,  disgoi^e  thetwenty- 1 
five  per  cent.?  Would  a  proposition  be  i 
made  to  call  on  the  people  far  a  large  | 
money  grant  to  make  up  tbe  deficiency  ? 
It  was  important  that  an  arrangement  so 
fraught  with  advsntuge  to  the  landlords  i 
should  not  be  piejudicialtothe  great  body  , 
of  the  people.  Last  night  there  was  a 
discussion  on  the  corn  laws.  If  ihey  were 
seeking  to  devise  some  equivalent  for  the  i 
undeniable  consequences  which  eny  alter- ! 
ation  in  the  corn  laws  would  cast  on  tbe 
landlords  of  England,  he  might  see  some 
justification  in  this  concession;  but  that 
not  being  the  case,  how,  he  again  asked, 
would  this  abandonment  of  Uthe  in  favour 
of  the  owners  of  ihe  soil  operate  to  the 
faeoefil  of  the  occupier  or  the  people  in 
general  ?  The  measure  should,  of  conrse, 
be  analyzed  in  all  its  bearings,  but  at  pre- 
aent  he  entered  his  protest  against  so 
large  a  concession  of  public  property  un- 
connected with  any  corresponding  ad- 
vantage to  the  people  or  the  occupier  of 
the  land. 

Mr.  Hjone,  while  he  admitted  that 
tithes  were  public  property,  subject  to  be 
appropriated  by  Parliament,  and  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  make  such 
an  appropnation  of  tbem  as  might  be 
tuMt  advantageous  to  tbe  public,  was  still 
of  opinioB  tbftt  tb*  prcHot  Mbject  w  u  ooa 
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which  could  not  be  settled  without  conces- 
sions from  all  parties.  He  thought  it  thft 
wisest  plan  on  tbe  part  of  his  Majesty's 
Government,  to  setile  it  at  once;  and 
they  had  a  right,  having  that  object  in 
view,  to  call  for  the  assistance  or  all  par- 
ties. Some  few  yesrs  ago — in  1821  and 
1822— be  was  one  of  the  few  who  then 
wished  for  a  final  settlement  of  the  lithe 
question,  especially  with  reference  to  Ire- 
land. Looking  at  the  results  o(  the  delay 
which  hadoccurredon  that  point,  he  hoped 
his  Majesty's  Government,  with  the  ad- 
vantage of  experience,  would  not  pause 
until  the  object  in  view  was  accomplished. 
It  must  be  recollected  that  the  subject  was 
not  one  on  which  a  uniformity  of  Opinion 
existed.  One-half  of  the  inhubitants  of 
the  country  reaped  advantage  from  the 
tithe,  but  the  other  half  did  not.  He  took 
it  lo  be  the  wisest  course,  therefore,  for 
Ministers  to  come  forward  and  make  a 
fair  offerof  an  understanding.  Would  the 
clergyman  object  to  the  present  proposi- 
tion? He  thought  not.  Would  the 
country  gentlemen  ?  A  few  might  ;  but, 
looking  at  the  contending  interests,  he 
did  not  think  there  would  be  any  great 
objection  to  it.  The  right  hon.  Member 
Tor  Tamworih  proposed  to  substitute,  in 
the  present  session,  voluntary  arrangement 
for  the  noble  Lord's  Bill.  This  he  ^Mr. 
Hume)  thought  would  be  dangerous.  In 
his  opinion,  six  mouths  would  besutiicient 
to  consider  the  matter,  and  to  fix  the 
amount  of  the  commutution.  He  con- 
fessed, however,  that  he  sawonc  difficulty 
in  treating  the  subject.  Ifthe  produce  of 
the  land  were  subject  to  tbe  same  laws  as 
other  produce,  if  it  produced  only  its  just 
value  in  the  market,  if  it  were  out  of 
the  reach  of  monopoly,  it  would  be  ano- 
ther thing.  But  the  consequence  of  the 
corn  laws  was  that  the  corn  trade  hdd  never 
been  free;  thatit  had  always  been  kept  in 
a  state  of  artificial  excitement.  Anil  yet  he 
believed  that  at  the  present  moment,  corn 
was  at  a  lower  price  in  consequence  of  the 
corn  laws  than  it  would  have  been  if  those 
laws  had  never  been  passed.  He  would 
give  his  humble  support  to  the  measure, 
knowing  the  evils  that  would  be  risked  by 
leaving  the  question  in  its  present  stale. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Southwark  had 
asked  what  the  public  would  gain  by  it  7 
Could  anyoneput  that  question,  seeing  the 
existing  inconveniences?  Nothing  could 
be  more  clear  than  that  the  public  were 
at  pKHDt  loaing  to  a  contkler^e  ex- 
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t«nt  every  way.  After  the  passing  of  the 
Foor-Uw  Amendment  Act,  it  became  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  the  largest 
possible  amount  of  capital  should  be  set 
free  for  the  employment  of  the  poor. 
This  rendered  it  the  more  necessary  that  no 
time  should  be  lost  in  proposing  an  Act  for 
the  permanent  settlement  of  tithes.  Many 
forebodings  of  coming  evils  and  of  dimi- 
nished manufacturingprosperity  hadof  late 
been  made:  and  although  he  did  not  partici- 
pate iu  the  fears  which  were  entertained 
by  others  on  that  point,  he  was  ^lill  anxi- 
ODS,  in  the  event  of  capital  being  thrown 
ont  of  employment  in  manufactures,  that 
an  opening  should  be  made  for  its  invest- 
ment in  the  interests  of  agricnlture,  such 
as  would  occur  on  the  passing  of  the  pre- 
sent Bill.  It  was  well,  he  thought,  to  pro- 
vide against  the  possibility  of  a  disadvan- 
tageous change  in  the  manufacturing 
interests,  which  a  commercial  country  like 
England,  depending  much  upon  foreign 
demand,  must  always  be  liable  to,  by  open- 
ing another  source  for  the  employment  of 
capital,  which  could  not  fail  of  being 
highly  beneficial  to  the  natioti  at  large. 
Looking  at  the  Poor-law  Amendment 
Act  as  one  of  the  most  important  measures 
which  had  been  carried  through  the  Legis- 
lature during  his  experience  as  a  public 
man,  he  was  anxious  that  every  means 
should  be  taken  of  carrying  it  fairly  out. 
He  tl)ought  that  a  measure  for  the  commu- 
tation of  tithes  would  contribute  much  lo 
that  end;  and  by  increasing  the  quantity 
of  capital  employed  in  agricultural  affairs, 
would  go  far  to  improve  the  condition  of 
the  agricultural  poor.  There  was,  how- 
ever, one  part  of  the  noble  Lord's  plan  to 
which  he  feared  it  would  be  impossible  for 
him  to  give  his  concurrence.  He  con- 
ceived it  to  be  contrary  to  the  general 
principle  of  the  measure,  and  on  that  ac- 
count, upon  further  consideration,  he 
hoped  the  noble  Lord  would  see  the  pro- 
priety of  striking  it  out.  He  alluded  to 
that  pnrt  of  the  plan  which  related  to  hop 
grounds,  and  to  gardens  and  orchards. 
His  view  of  the  subject  might  perhaps  be 
regarded  assingular ;  but, upon  reflection, 
he  was  sure  every  one  would  see  it  was 
correct  He  could  not  help  looking  at 
hop  grounds,  an  J  Kt  gardens,  and  orchards, 
in  the  same  light  as  manufactures ;  and 
for  ihis  reason,  they  were  comparatively 
■mall  portioos  of  ground  upon  which  a 
very  large  amouiit  of  capital  was  necessa- 
rily eipended  to  make  them  productire. 


That  being  the  case,  it  appeared  to  him  to 
be  highly  injurious,  aa  well  a«  extremely 
unjust,  that  the  produce  of  such  laoda— 
produce  obtained  by  the  expenditure  of  m 
great  an  amount  of  capital — should  be 
subject  to  a  tax  in  the  shape  of  tithe.  For 
instance,  where  3002.  had  been  expended 
in  the  construction  of  a  pinery,  or  where 
30L  or  40/.  an  acre  had  been  expended  to 
bring  land  into  cultivation  for  hops,  was  it 
not  extremely  hard,  and  was  it  not  directly 
contrary  to  the  principle  upon  which  this 
Bill  professed  to  proceed,  that  the  produce 
obtained  at  to  great  a  cost  should  be  inb- 
Ject  to  the  payment  of  tithe  in  the  same 
proportion  as  the  produce  of  lands  culti- 
vated at  a  much  less  expense.  He  trusted 
[hat  the  noble  Lord  would  see  the  necessity 
of  reconsidering  this  part  of  the  Bill.  The 
only  difficulty  that  stood  in  the  noble 
Lord's  way  was  the  dealing  with  present  in- 
cumbenlB.  He  certainly  did  not  think  it 
would  he  fair  to  pass  any  law  taking  from 
present  incumbents  the  income  they  en- 
joyed ;  but  he  saw  no  difficulty  in  pastiug 
a  law  by  which  all  future  incumbenta 
should  receive  from  hop-gronnds,  gardeoe, 
and  orchards,  only  such  an  amount  of  tithe 
as  should  be  equal  to  what  the  fair  average 
value  of  the  produce  of  the  soil  would  be 
without  the  expenditure  of  so  great  an 
amount  of  capital.  He  trusted,  that  if 
the  noble  Lord  did  not  embody  some 
arrangement  of  that  kind  in  the  Bill,  that 
means  would  be  found  of  doing  so  when 
they  went  into  Committee.  In  all  other 
respects  he  thought  the  Bill  well  caiea- 
lated  to  remove  existing  difficolties,  and  to 
give  general  satisfaction  to  the  country. 

Lord  John  RuksU:  the  hon.  Member 
for  Middlesex  had  mistaken  what  he  stated 
with  respect  (o  bop-grounds.  It  was  pro- 
posed that  the  assessment  in  all  existing 
hop-grounds  should  be  made  on  an  average 
of  the  value  of  seven  years  ;  and  that  aJl 
new  lands  intended  to  be  brought  into 
cultivation  for  hops,  should  pay  an  addi- 
tional and  Rxed  sum  of  15s.  per  acre. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Middlesex  would  at 
once  perceive  the  distinction  which  was 
thus  made  in  favour  of  the  employment  of 
capital.  With  respect  to  the  point  ntaed 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Tamworth  as  to  the  moat  proper  mode  of 
introducing  a  measure  of  ihis  description 
into  the  House  of  Commons,  he  would 
merely  observe,  that  if  the  Bill  contained 
any  project  for  imposing  a  tas,  it  would 
DO  doubt  be  Decenary  that  it  ihonld  b« 
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Taanded  apdo  a  Reaolution  oripnally 
agreed  to  bj  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houie,  bnt  in  a  matter  relating  only  to 
the  commutstion  of  i  certain  payment  be- 
tween individuals,  he  coDceived  such  a 
course  was  not  necessary.  He  had,  there- 
fore, prafeired  the  simpler  and  easier  mode 
of  moving  for  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill. 
With  respect  to  the  plan  which  the  right 
hon.  Baionet  proposed  last  year,  aud  which 
he  said  he  mi^t  perhaps  put  into  the 
shape  of  a  Bill  again  in  the  present 
!:>eiSion,  he  (Lord  John  Russell)  must  say 
that  be  was  still  strongly  of  opinion  that 
it  would  be  better  to  adopt  a  compulsory 
rather  than  a  voluntary  measure  for  the 
settlement  of  tithes.  He  thought  that  a 
vfJuBtary  commutatiou  would  only  be 
very  partially  adopted,  and  in  all  prob- 
ability that  at  the  end  of  a  five  years'  trial 
it  would  be  found  much  more  difficult  to 
effect  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  the 
question  than  it  was  at  present  The 
House,  of  course,  would  adopt  whichever 
course  it  thought  most  beneficial ;  but  he 
was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  com- 
pulsory system  would  be  found  to  operate 
most  beneficiBlly, 

S\i Edward Knalckbullwaa  asanxious  as 
the  noble  Lord,orany  other  Member  of  the 
House,  for  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  the 
Question  of  Tithes,  aud  he  could  assure 
the  noble  Lord  that  some  measure  upon 
the  subject  was  most  earnestly  looked  for 
by  the  agricultural  interest  throughout  the 
whole  kingdom.  He  had  attended  very 
closely  to  the  statement  made  by  the  noble 
Lord  that  evening,  and  althoagh  he  could 
not  entirely  concur  in  the  whole  of  it,  he 
was  most  anxious  to  give  the  plan  pro- 
posed a  &ir  bearing,  and  wiih  that  view 
he  should  defer  urging  any  objecUon  until 
he  saw  the  Bill  in  a  more  advanced  stage. 
He  would  only  say  that  with  regard  to  the 
asseuraent  of  hop-grounds,  in  which  he 
of  course  was  very  deeply  interested,  he 
mach  doubted  whether  the  noble  Lord's 
plan  would  be  found  to  operate  im- 
partially. 

An  Hon.  Member  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther the  reduction  which  it  was  proposed 
to.make  was  to  be  made  upon  the  gross 
amount  of  the  produce  of  tbe  land,  or 
upon  the  amount  of  tithe  actually  taken  in 
kind?  If  the  former  were  the  intention, 
bow  would  it  be  possible  to  ascertain  what 
tbe  gross  produce  of  the  land  had  been 
daring  the  last  seven  years?  He  could 
fBilber  Mtaie  the  noble  Uni,  that  if  tbe 
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reduction  were  to  be  made  upon  the  gross 
produce  of  tbe  land, it  would  be  considered 
as  no  very  great  boon.  He  mentioned 
this  with  DO  unfriendly  feeling  towards 
Ministers;  he  merely  threw  it  outfor  their 
consideration. 

Lord  John  Russell  thought  he  had  suffi- 
ciently explained  that  the  reduction  was  to 
be  ou  the  gross  amount  of  tithe  taken  ia 
kind.  He  conceived  that  there  would  be 
no  diificulty  in  ascertaining  what  the  gross 
amount  had  been;  because  the  Commis- 
sioners would  have  before  them  the  actual 
receipts  of  the  last  seven  years.  Besides, 
the  assessment  would  be  made  by  persons 
accustomed  to  aurveving  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  tbe  value  of  tithe.  With 
respect  to  any  objection  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  East  Kect 
(Sir  Edward  Knatcbbull)  might  feel  in 
regard  to  that  part  of  the  plan  which  re- 
lated to  hops,  he  could  only  say  that  he 
should  be  most  happy  to  listen  to  any  sug- 
gestion which  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
might  please  to  make  upon  that  subject. 

Leave  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

Alibk  Act  Amekduent,]  Lord  John 
Russell  rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  for  the  Registration  of  Aliens.  Ha 
proposed  to  abolish  the  present  Alien- 
office  altogether,  and  to  provide  a  branch 
of  tbe  Home-office,  at  which  Foreigners, 
instead  of  undergoing  all  tbe  unpleasant ries 
arising  from  the  provisions  of  the  present 
Alien  Act,  should  simply  be  called  upon 
to  declare  their  names  and  where  they 
came  from.  In  fact,  instead  of  imposing 
any  restrictiou  upon  foreigners,  he  merely 
wished  to  adopt  such  a  regulation  as  should 
enable  Government  to  ascertain  with  pre- 
cision, bow  many  foreigners  might  be  in 
the  kingdom  at  any  one  time. 

Mr.  Roebuck  begged  to  ask  whether  the 
noble  Lord  had  ever  considered  what  the 
effect  would  be  of  our  having  no  Alien 
Act  at  all.  There  was  a  country  much 
larger  than  England,  and  in  which, 
therefore,  it  was  much  more  difficult  to 
delect  the  presence  of  foreigners,  but  in 
which  there  was  no  Alien  Act;  he  meant 
tbe  United  States  of  America.  An  alien 
might  traverse  the  United  Statea  from  end 
to  end  and  never  be  asked  his  name  or 
condition.  And  what  inconvenience  bad 
been  found  to  arise  from  this  perfect  liberty 
accorded  to  foreigners  ?  None  whatever. 
And  what  iocDDveDience,  what  difficulty, 
or  what  danger,  would  arJH  if  a  ■imiui 


ftti  AUoiAa 

ftoedom  mre  allown)  in  England  ?  It  matt 
be  notoriouilo  the  noble  Lord  that  no  p»B- 
port,  DO  rettrictioD  which  the  ingenuity 
of  D»n  could  Bugg;eat,  was  found  aufficient 
in  practice  to  prevent  a  foreigner  from 
going  through  a  country  if  he  were  deter- 
miaed  on  doing  lo.  laatancea  were  con- 
■tsntly  occurring  of  individuab  pauing 
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remedj  there  waa  againat  it.  Batafttr 
all,  that  wai  nothing  more  than  a  fraud 
upon  the  regiater,  and  there  was  no  law 
that  could  be  made  upon  the  aubject  which 
would  not  be  open  to  the  lame  objection. 
After  the  pasting  of  this  Act,  the  alien  in 
England  would  find  nothing  in  ouiitatute- 
book  reitricting  in  any  degree  hia  action, 


through  countries  where  the  Byslein  of ,  his  selection  of  a  place  of  residence,  or 
passports  was  kept  up  in  the  strictest  and  .  his   po*er  of  locomotion  ;    in   abort,  hs 


most  rigid 

only  a  short  time  since  of  an  individual 

passing  through  France  and  getting  into 


instance  '  would  find  nothing  of  which  be  would  have 
light  to  complain. 

Warburton  admitted  that  the  pre- 


8pain  in  spite  of  the  vigilance  nnd  quick-    sent  Bill  would  remove  many  vexatioua 

ness  of  the  French  police.     Of  what  pos- 1  restrictions  to  which  the  foreigner  in  £ng- 

aible  use,  then,  could  it  be  to  have  even  a    land  was  at  present  liable ;  but  wbin  he 

register  of  names  of  the  foreigners  who '  found  the  Oovernraent  inclined  to  go  to 

Alight    choose    to    visit    England  ?    He  I  far,  he  only  regretted  that  they  would  not 

recollected  that  when  he  was  in  France,  "     ' 

no  long  time  ago,    wishing  to  create  as 

much  confusion  as  possible  amongst  the 

authorities  who  looked  to  the  passports, 

he  look  it  into  his  head  to  tell  them  that 

he  was  Don  Carloa.     His  passport,  it  was 

true,  described  him  by  a  different  name, 

but  how   were  the   authorities   to  know 

which  was  right.      He  merely  mentioned 

this  to  show  how  useless  a  thing  a  passport 

wsa.     In  fact  it  was  a  mere  farce.     It  did 

ao  good  in  the  way  of  protection ;  it  was 

nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  troublesome, 

aaeless,    stupid    instrument,    created   by 

ignorance  and  continued  by  absurdity. 

The  ChanctUor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  Bill  was  not  intended  to  impose 
restrictions  upon  aliens,  but  to  relieve 
them  fVom  all  restrictions  of  which  tbey 
could  complain.  All  that  was  proposed 
under  the  Bill  was  a  simple  registration  of 
names.  He  was  aware  that  under  the  old 
Alien  Act  there  were  manv  just  grounds 
of  complaint,  but  he  would  venture  to  sav 
that  there  was  nothing  of  which  foreigners 
had  ever  complained  which  would  not  be 
eompletely  aod  effectually  met  and  reme- 
died by  the  present  Bill.  All  the  rubbish, 
alt  the  nonsense,  all  the  injustice,  and  he 
night  say  all  the  atrocity  of  the  old  law 
«ould  be  effectually  swept  away  by  the 

E resent  measure.  As  his  noble  Friend 
ad  stated,  Uie  sole  object  of  the  register 
was  to  enable  Government,  at  any  time, 
to  know  the  number  and  quality  of  the 
foreigners  who  might  be  resident  in  this 
eonntry.  As  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
hoD.  Member  for  Bath,  he  would  only  say 
that  other  persons  might  pass  for  Don 
Carios  as  well  as  he;  and  if  aliens  chose 
to  gin  in  fldie  namei,  he  knew  not  what 


go  one  step  farther,  and  remove  every  re* 
striction  of  every  kind  whatever.  Sup* 
posing  the  present  measure  to  pass,  how 
was  it  to  be  enforced  ?  The  complaint 
against  the  old  Act  was,  that  it  imposed 
regulations  with  which  the  honest  would 
comply,  bat  which  the  dishonest  could 
always  avoid  ;  and  that,  in  the  case  of  the 
latter,  there  was  no  remedy.  What  remedy 
was  there  here?  It  was  provided  that 
every  foreigner,  on  landing  in  England, 
should  give  his  name  at  the  Customs,  and 
that  the  name  so  given  should  be  forwarded 
to  the  Home  Office  to  be  registered.  Sup- 
pose the  right  name  were  not  given,  what 
remedy  was  there  ?  And  let  it  be  re- 
membered that  the  very  persons  againat 
whom  it  waa  neceasary  to  hava  aome  sort 
of  protection — the  very  persons  who  camt 
over  here  with  bad  intentioni»-wcrs  the 
very  parties  with  respect  to  whom  this 
measure  would  be  inoperative,  becani* 
they  were  (he  very  persons  who  would  not 
give  their  right  names.  Was  it  intended 
to  impose  heavy  penalties  in  cases  of  wrong 
names  being  given  ?  or  what  course  waa 
to  be  taken  to  make  the  law  operative  lo 
any  good  or  useful  end  ?  He  thought  tba 
flimsy  regulations  imposed  by  this  Bill 
were  wholly  unnecessary. 

Dr.  Bowring  bore  his  testimony  to  tht 
inutility  of  any  attempt  to  prevent  the  in- 
gress or  egress  of  foreigners,  when  they 
were  determined  to  enter  or  retire  from 
any  country,  however  jealously  its  fron- 
tiers  or  shores  might  be  watched.  A  very 
distinguished  person  connected  with  tli« 
police  in  France  had  told  him  (Dr.  Bow- 
ring)  that  the  passport  system  afforded  nO 
sort  of  security  whatever,  aa  it  was  con-* 
mntly  open  to  abaH.    He  tbovg^*  ^^ 
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the  time  bnd  Brrived  when  England  ihonld 
Mt  an  example  to  the  rest  of  Europe  upon 
this  point,  snd  should  leave  her  ihores 
Open  to  ererj  body  to  come  or  go  as  they 
pleased. 

Mr.  Huvie  wai  or  the  same  opinion. 
When  he  went  abroad,  and  hod  reason  to 
complain  of  the  operation  of  the  alien  law 
in  other  countties,  he  wished  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  pointing  to  the  state  of  the 
law  upon  the  same  subject  in  England, 
find  bidding  the  other  nations  of  Europe  to 
fallow  our  example. 

Mr,  O'Connell  thought  that  everything 
which  had  been  said  went  to  prove  that 
the  Bill  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord  might 
be  brought  in,  because  it  was  on  all  hands 
admitted  that  it  would  abrogate  a  bad 
law,  and  substitute  a  better  one   in   its 

Slace.  What  the  details  of  the  Bill  should 
i,  would  be  matter  of  consideration  for 
the  Committee.  According  to  the  alien 
law  in  Ireland,  any  Protestant,  from  any 
part  of  the  world,  was  immediately  natu- 
ralized on  his  arrival  there.  No  Pro- 
testant, therefore,  could  be  treated  as  an 
alien  in  Ireland.  He  had  no  objection  to 
the  continuance  of  snch  a  law,  provided 
the  naturalization  were  eitended  to  all 
other  persons. 

Lord  John  Russell  had  brought  in  a  Bill 
to  do  away  with  all  that  seeoied  to  him 
to  be  vexatious  under  the  present  law ;  but 
he  must  say,  he  had  been  received  as  if 
be  were  a  person  endeavouring  to  impose 
ungratefol  restrictions  on  aliens,  and  were 
disposed  to  keep  up  the  remnants  of  a 
system  of  tyranny  and  despotism  that  for- 
merly prevailed.  Certainlj  it  was  not  his 
intention,  when  proposing  the  regulations 
embraced  by  his  Bill,  to  render  the  situa- 
tion of  aliens  in  this  country  in  any  degree 
painful  or  irksome  to  them.  His  purpose 
was  quite  different.  But  when  we  were 
constantly  taking  thecensus  of  the  British 
population,  he  did  not  think  that  aliens 
should  be  especially  free  from  all  regula- 
tion by  which  their  numbers  could  be 
ascertained.  It  seemed  to  him  that  it  was 
far  less  vexatious  to  require  a  man  enter- 
ing this  country  to  say  where  he  came 
from,  and  where  he  was  going  to,  than 
to  be  knocking  at  a  person's  door,  and 
taking  a  census  of  his  whole  family. 

Lord  Dudley  Stuart  concurred  with  the 
hoD.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin',  that 
the  Bill  ought  to  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee. As  it  appeared  to  be  the  general 
iKliog  among  faon.  Henben  ttidt  alien* 
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should  be  relieved  from  any  regulation 
whatsoever  with  regard  to  their  coming  to 
and  goin^  from  this  country,  he  hoped  hit 
noble  Friend,  between  this  and  the  lime 
for  discussing  his  Bill,  would  consider 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  afford 
aliens  that  relief,  inasmuch  as  whatever 
regulations  might  be  established  must, 
more  or  less,  occasion  to  them  annoyance. 
He  begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  point,  that  when  the  Go- 
vernment asked  what  harm  this  Biit  conid 
do,  it  might  with  equal  force  be  asked, 
what  good  could  it  do  ?  If  the  Bill  should 
be  proceeded  with,  then,  for  the  sake  of 
consistency,  it  ought  to  be  enacted,  that 
every  Englishman,  either  going  out  of  or 
coming  into  this  country,  should  be  hound 
to  present  himself  before  some  public  of- 
ficer. But  his  noble  Friend  knew  very 
well  that  such  a  lew  could  not  be  enacted, 
because  Englishmen  would  not  submit  to 
it;  he  therefore  thought  that,  in  justice, 
they  ought  to  relieve  foreigners  from  the 
oppressiveness  of  a  similar  regulation. 

Captain  Pec'nell  said  that  the  present 
law  regarding  aliens  was  very  oppressive  in 
one  respect,  namely,  the  expensive  node 
by  which  the  rights  of  naturalization  and 
denization  were  to  be  acquired.  He  knew 
many  officers  who  had  been  for  twenty  or 
thirty  years  in  his  Majesty's  army  and 
navy,  who  were  prevented  from  acquiring 
tberightsof  property  by  the  heavy  charge* 
to  which  thej  would  be  exposed  in  obtain- 
ing Bills  of  naturalization.    Leave  given. 

Fees  to  Officers  of  the  House.] 
Mr.  Hume  rose  to  move  that  all  payments 
made  by  Members  for  the  delivery  of  Ses- 
sional papers  from  the  Vote-office,  and  all 
gratuities  paid  to  doorkeepers,  messengers, 
and  superintendent  of  the  Members'  wait- 
ing-room should  cease.  The  salaries  of 
the  Speaker,  and  of  the  Sergeant- at -arms 
were  already  regulated  by  Act  of  Parlisr- 
ment,  as  recommended  by  a  Committee  of 
the  House,  and  it  became  necessary  that 
the  remaining  officers  should  be  remune- 
rated in  a  similar  manner.  At  present 
they  were  paid  by  fees,  without  any  system 
whatever ;  some  being  paid  to  the  house- 
keeper, some  to  the  doorkeepen,  and  to 
on,  by  whith  much  extra  trouble  was  cre- 
ated, so  that  it  became  obvious  to  all  that 
some  new  regulation  should  be  adopted. 
With  that  view,  the  Committee  recom- 
mended a  consolidation  of  the  different  da- 
tie*,  that  the  feea  received  by  the  difftont 
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individuala  should  ceaae,  and  that  Metn- 
ben  of  ParliBDient  should  not  be  put  to 
any  unnecessary  expense  for  obtainiog;  pa- 
pers that  were  necessary  to  enable  tbem 
to  do  their  duty.  Noihing  could  be  more 
tm satisfactory  than  to  have  an  establish- 
ment paid  in  half  a  dozen  difi'erent  nays, 
and  if  hon.  Members  would  look  to  the 
items  composing  the  income  of  the  dif- 
ferent individuals  of  the  House,  they  would 
■ee  the  necessity  oF  some  alteration  being 
made.  The  fees  for  the  delivery  of  the 
'  Sessional  orders  were  proposed  to  be  abo- 
lished. In  1832,  the  late  Mr.  Mitchell, 
the  deliverer  of  votes,  received  4,7 19{.  from 
the  House  in  support  of  that  o£Bce,  which 
was  composed  of  the  following  items : — 
salary,  1,400/.;  fees  from  Memben  for 
delivering  papers,  1,957/. ;  produce  of  thi 
•ale  of  100  sets  of  papers,  1,250/.  H< 
(Mr.  Hume)  considered  tbe  selling  of  pa 
pers  to  be  a  bad  practice.  Papers  which 
had  cost  the  country  2,748/.  were  sold  by 
Mr.  Mitchell  for  1,2501.  By  the  plan  pro- 
posed to  be  adopted,  a  saving  would  be 
effected  to  the  amount  of  2,819/.  The 
CommiUee,  in  the  life-time  of  Mr.  Mitchell, 
fixed  the  salary  of  his  successor  at  800/. 
The  present  holder  of  that  office,  there- 
fore, came  in  without  any  claim  for  al- 
lowance on  account  of  any  change  that 
Parliament  might  think  proper  to  adopt. 
The  Committee  also  came  to  a  resolution, 
that  the  allowance  for  three  clerks  should 
be  600/.  8-year,  and  for  messengers 
supernumerary  clerks  500/,  a-year,  making 
together  1,900/.  instead  of  4,719/.,  which 
was  before  paid  for  the  discharge  of  the 
■ame  duties,  Tbe  next  officers  whose  si- 
tuations were  considered  by  tbe  Committee 
were  the  two  doorkeepers  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  They  received  salaries  vai 
bg  from  600/.  to  990/.  a-year,  accordi 
to  the  liberality  of  hon.  Members  in  making 
Uieir  gratuities.  He  was  sure  no  indivi- 
dual would  say  that  such  a  state  of  things 
ought  to  continue.  It  was  contrary  to  all 
principle,  that  Members  should  be  called 
upon  to  pay  for  attending  their  Parlr- 
mentary  duties.  The  Committee,  the: 
fore,  recommended  that  every  servant 
the  House  of  Commons,  having  specific 
and  limited  duties,  should  receive  fixed 
salaries  ;  and  that  whatever  loss  the  pre- 
sent holders  of  these  situations  might  sus- 
taio,  should  be  fairly  allowed  for  by  the 
Treasury.  He  had  seen  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  subject,  aod  he  was 
«Doble4  to  ttkte  that  that  hon,  GeDtleman 
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was  perfectly  ready  to  act  justly  towards 
those  individuals  whose  situations  would 
be  affected  by  any  new  regulation  adopted 
by  the  House.  He,  therefore,  could  not 
see  any  objection  to  the  Resolution  be  was 
about  to  propose.  If  it  should  be  agreed 
to,  the  result  would  be  a  better  and  mor« 
efficient  discharge  of  the  business  of  the, 
House,  without  injustice  to  anybody,  H« 
was  not  prepared  to  state  the  exact  in- 
comes of  the  different  individuals  who 
would  be  affected  by  the  order;  but  he 
understood  that  there  were  only  two — Mr. 
Stevens  and  Mr.  GifTord — who  had  pur- 
id  their  situations,  all  the  rest  had 
obtained  theirs  by  appointment.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  concluded  by  moving  a  resolu- 
tion to  the  efi'ect  stated  io  his  speech. 

Major  Beauclerk  had  no  objection  to  the 
principle  of  the  resolution,  hut  he  thought 
the  House  would  do  well  to  consider  tba 
proposition  before  they  changed  tbe  sala- 
ries of  individuals  who  might  have  vested 
rights  in  their  situations.  That  those  in- 
dividuals would  throw  themselves  on  the 
bounty  of  the  House,  he  had  no  doubt; 
but  when  the  very  satisfactory  manner  in 
which  they  discharged  their  duties  to  the 
House  was  considered,  he  ttiought  it  be- 
came hon.  Members  carefully  to  watch 
their  interests.  He  therefore  hoped  be 
should  not  be  doing  anything  improper 
in  proposing  that  the  present  salaries  of 
those  individuals  should  be  continued 
duiing  tbe  time  they  might  hold  their  si- 
tuations. 

Mr.  Ponlter  never  saw  persons  who  M 
uniformly  and  respectfully  performed  their 
duties  to  the  House,  as  those  officers  did 
who  were  constantly  attending  at  the  door 
of  the  House.  They  always  paid  to  every 
hon.  Member  the  most  uniform  attention 
and  respect.  But  the  House  ought  to 
look  to  more  important  considerations  than 
that.  He  thanked  tbe  hon.  Member  for 
Middlesex  for  bringing  forward  the  whole 
measure,  in  order  to  its  final  settlement. 
Anything  more  disgraceful  than  the  prac- 
tice which  now  prevailed  could  not  be  con- 
ceived, hy  which  appeals  were  made  to 
Hon.  Members  for  fees  or  gratuities,  not 
recognised  by  the  House,  but  as  matlei 
of  private  emolument;  thus  raising  a  coo- 
fiict  in  tbe  minds  of  hon.  Members,  whe- 
ther tbey  should  yield  to  the  suggeeiioos 
of  their  private  feelings,  or  act  upon  their 
sense  of  public  duty.  He  had  for  a  long; 
time  submitted  to  pay  these  fees,  bnt  in 
the  lait  Senion,  he  told  the  parties  bq 


Pea  to  Officm 


{Fbb.  9} 


HI 

mutt  postpoae  doing  to.  He  eoutd  aa- 
nm  the  Home  it  wan  from  no  desire  to 
an  his  matiey;  but  be  thought  it  hii 
duty  not  to  continae  any  longer  a  most 
exceptionable  practice.  "  Why,  Sir,  ex- 
claimed the  hon.  Member,  you  are  making 
this  Houie  a  mere  opera-house.  Do  we 
come  here  for  our  own  private  purposes, 
or  do  we  come  here  upon  public  grounds  ? 
We  come  here  for  the  performauce  of  a 
high  public  duty,  and  yet  we  are  made  to 
pay  for  taking  our  seats,  as  if  we  were  in 
■  theatre.  I  say  it  is  a  most  scandalous 
system,  and  altoMther  unbecoming  a  de- 
liberative asaembly  to  sanction."  The 
Sessional  papers  were  delivered  to  them 
for  public  purposes,  and  their  delivery 
ought  to  be  at  the  public  expense.  If  he 
were  not  correct,  let  the  House  declare 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  Members  to  pay 
those  fees,  and  he  should  most  willingly 
pay  them ;  but  at  present  he  thought  it 
matter  of  high  principle  to  refuse  such  de- 
mands. 

Sir  Robert  Inglis  hoped  that  the 
House  would  not  be  led  to  believe,  by 
the  eloquence  of  hon.  Members,  that  the 
question  was  one  of  public  economy.  Hon. 
Members  were  called  on  by  the  Resolution 
to  save  their  own  pockets  alone,  and  no- 
thing more.  It  might  be  right  or  it  might 
be  wrong,  but  tiiat  was  not  the  question. 
In  the  first  place,  respecting  the  delivery 
of  the  Sessional  papers,  be  was  bound  to 
■tate  that  no  charge  wag  made  to  any  hon. 
Member  who  applied  for  them  personally 
at  the  Vote-office,  in  the  exercise  ofbis  Par- 
liamentary functions.  If  hon.  Members 
wished  to  have  them  at  (heir  own  houses, 
residing,  as  many  of  them  did,  in  the  ex- 
treme west  end  of  the  town,  why  should 
they  not  be  called  on  to  pay  for  the  ac- 
commodation? With  respect  to  the  second 
branch  of  the  resolution — gratuities  to  offi- 
cers of  the  House — he  would  only  say, 
that  it  was  perfectly  optional  to  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  give  or  withhold  them.  When 
they  were  inclined  to  give  them,  no  order 
of  the  House  could  prevent  spontaneous 
liberality.  When  they  were  not,  there  was 
nothing  to  compel  them.  The  fact  was, 
the  Resolution,  divested  of  all  its  accom- 
paniments, would  only  have  the  effect  of 
■aving  the  pockets  of  individuals,  hut  not 
of  benefiting  the  public  in  the  slightest 
degree. 

Mr.  Keanlty  said,  that  as  soon  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  Shaftesbury  (Mr.  PouU 
let)  bad  paid  up  his  arrears,  he  should  be 
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prepared  to  give  his  support  to  this  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Francis  Baring  said,  that  he  looked 
at  the  Resolution  as  a  part  of  the  new  plan 
recommended  in  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, which  had  for  its  effect  the  entire 
revision  of  the  system  by  which  the  officers 
of  the  House  were  remunerated.  He  did 
not  regard  it,  as  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  stated,  as  a  mere  vote  for  the  purpose 
of  saving  their  own  pockets.  No  one 
who  had  read  the  Report  could  say  that 
the  present  system  did  not  deserve  the  at- 
tention of  the  House.  Other  parties  were 
looking  with  some  sort  of  jealousy  at  the 
mode  in  which  their  public  servants  were 
paid.  Those  who  were  doing  their  best  in 
aid  of  the  public  service,  and  who  saw 
their  own  salaries  year  after  year  reduced, 
could  not  be  indifferent  to  the  fact,  that 
the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  Honse  of 
Commons  remained  untouched.  He  ad- 
mitted that  the  duties  of  the  House  were 
well  discharged,  and  that  the  persons  now 
in  possession  of  office  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered with  great  tenderness,  and  be 
should  be  perfectly  ready  to  agree  to  a  y 
amotint  of  salary  the  House  might  con- 
sider the  present  holders  entitled  to  re- 
ceive. If  it  were  true,  that  one  of  the 
door-keepers  received  above  1,1001.  a-year, 
and  another  600^,  he  would  ask  whether, 
referring  to  the  salaries  allowed  to  other 
public  servants,  the  House  was  justified  in 
continuing  such  large  payments  ?  Was  it 
to  he  said  that  the  House  of  Commons, 
acting  as  a  check  upon  the  expenditure  of 
every  other  public  department,  shrunk 
from  looking  at  the  salaries  of  their  own 
servants?  But  they  could  not  reduce 
those  salaries,  unless  they  abolished  the 
fees.  If,  however,  hon.  Members  were 
careless  as  to  putting  the  money  into  their 
own  pockets,  let  the  fees  still  be  paid, 
and  applied  to  a  general  fund,  out  of  which 
the  salaries  might  be  paid.  The  right  hon.- 
Baronet  said,  a  charge  would  be  transferred 
from  individuals  to  the  public  ;  but  if  the 
whole  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mittee were  adopted,  no  charge  on  the 
public  would  take  place.  He  did  not 
think  the  charge  made  against  the  hon. 
Member  for  Middlesex,  of  wishing  to  save 
his  own  pocket  was  decent  or  proper,  after 
a  Committee  had  recommended  the  adop- 
tion of  his  resolution.  For  the  reason  he 
had  stated,  he  should  support  the  Mo- 
tion, looking  upon  it  not  as  a  single 
vote,   but  as  the  first  step   towards   the 
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mioptioa  of  the  plan  recooimeiKled  by  the 
Committee,  which  deterred  the  attention 
•f  the  Houae. 

Mr.  Goulburn  thought  that  it  wu  not  a 
queation  that  came  itrictly  within  the  legis- 
lation of  the  Home.  It  was  rather  one  of 
Eraonal  accommodation  of  individual 
embers.  The  doorkeepers  were  in  the 
faabit  of  undertaking  various  duties  not 
incumbent  on  them,  and  taking  trouble 
and  attention  in  a  variety  ormatten  which 
hott.  Members  ought  to  attend  to  them- 
■elvei.  They  separated  papers  and  kept 
them  distinct  for  hoa.  Members,  who,  if 
ihey  did  not  like  the  trouble  of  keeping 
tbeh  own  papers  in  order,  ought  to  have 
no  objection  to  give  proper  compensation 
to  tliose  who  did.  They  were  already,  it 
wai  true,  paid  by  salary ;  but  it  was  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  House  to  compel 
tfaem  to  undertake  the  other  dutiei  which 
thay  now  discharged  for  the  convenience  of 
iudividual  Members.  He  thought  the  pre- 
cedent! alluded  to  were  not  in  point,  for 
derka  in  public  offices  had  now  their  regu- 
larly defined  duUei  and  salaries,  with 
retiriog  allowances  on  which  they  could 
depend;  but  these  individuBls  were  difier- 
ently  circnmstanced,  and  hon.  Members 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  pay  them  as  they 
pleased  for  facilitating  their  buaioeia.  He 
knew  something  of  the  feelinga  of  clerks  in 
public  offices ;  he  knew  that  they  were  a 
data  of  men  not  leu  devoted  to  ihe  inter- 
tita  of  the  public  than  those  two  indivi- 
duals who  officiated  at  the  door  of  that 
HouK,  and  he  thought  himself  warranted 
in  aaauring  hon.  Members  that  thoae  indi- 
vidnala  would  not  as  a  data  feel  hurt  in 
itoj  reapect  at  any  gratuities  which  the 
door-keepers  of  that  House  might  be  per- 
mitted to  receive  for  their  extra  endeavours 
to  accommodate  Members  of  Psriiamen tin 
the  deipatch  of  their  business.  For  him- 
self, be  wonldsay,  that  he  did  not  abject  to 
any  regulations  which  the  hon.  Member 
might  introduce  for  the  better  regulation 
of  the  oSioea  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
but  ha  did  object  to  the  specific  propo- 
sition which  would  prevent  him  giving  a 
fratuity  to  any  officer  if  he  pleased,  when 
he  thought  he  deserved  it  by  attentions 
independent  of  hi*  duty- 
Mr.  JRobinton  was  surprised  at  the  tone 
in  which  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Middlesex  had  been  received.  It 
waa  moat  unfair  in  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
to  put  ao  illiberal  an  interpretation  on  that 
ton.  Qentieman'a  motivaa.     Be  (Mr.  Ro- 
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binson)  was  a  member  of  the  committee 
on  whose  recommendation  the  preaent  mo- 
tion was  founded.  He  agreed  to  that 
recommendation,  because  he  thought  the 
present  mode  of  paying  their  officers  w«s 
objectionable  and  ought  to  be  enbatituted 
by  some  other  and  better  system.  He 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Memher.for  Middle 
aex  in  thinking  that  the  Members  of  that 
House  should  be  discharged  of  any  expense 
whatever  consequeot  upon  their  attention 
to  their  public  duties.  He  hoped  that  the 
hon.  Member's  proposition  would  receive 
the  sanction  of  the  House  ;  that  a  system 
disagrtieable  alike  to  its  Members  and  its 
officers  would  be  abolished,  and  that  * 
more  eligible  and  satisfactory  one  to  all 
parlies  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  O'Conne/Uhought  the  House  should 
be  very  cautious  in  carrying  the  principle 
sought  to  be  laid  down  by  the  boo.  Mem- 
ber for  Middlesex  to  the  extreme  either  of 
taxing  the  public  for  their  own  conve- 
nience, or  of  diminishing  the  income 
which  these  persons  had  lectived  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  in  consideration  and 
expectation  of  which  they  bed  devoted 
their  lives  to  the  discharge  of  the  dutiea 
intrusted  to  them.  What  was  meant  by  a 
fair  and  adequate  compensation  I  Was  it 
a  compeniation  to  the  full  amount  of  what 
they  received  at  present?  If  ao,  it  was 
fair  and  reaaoneble,  and  to  thoae  terms  he 
aasenied ;  but  so  far  as  the  present  officers 
were  concerned,  it  was  not  fair  or  reason^ 
able  that  any  individual  feeling  of  delicacy 
relative  to  the  payment  of  this  money 
should  be  sufiered  to  affect  them.  That 
such  a  delicacy  did  exist  he  could  not 
doubt,  after  what  he  had  heard  from  the 
hon.  Member  for  Shaftesbury;  bat  bs 
must  maintain  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  operate  against  those  persons 
who  bad  families  to  support,  who  could  Dot 
resort  to  any  other  profession  to  late  in 
life,  and  who  could  only  continue  to  he 
door-keepers,  and  nothing  else.  Well 
then,  admitting  that  these  persons  should 
receive  some  compeDsation,  the  only  re- 
maining  question  was  out  of  what  f and  that 
compensation  should  come.  Heconfetsed 
he  did  not  tike  the  ideaof  making  it  a  charge 
upon  the  public.  If  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment would  make  a  sufficient  saving  in 
one  department  to  compensate  the  officer* 
in  another,  that  was  a  good  argument  in 
favour  of  the  alteration,  but  if  this  were 
not  the  case,  he  certainly  did  not  feel  dis- 
posed to  increase  the  public  burdeu  for 
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Uta  tola  purpOM  of  Teliering  the  Mem- 
ben  of  that  HouH  from  a  payinent 
vhkb  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  malt- 
ing. If  such  a  Byitem  as  the  eziating  one 
were  now  propoied  for  the  firit  time,  he 
should  Gertainly  vote  agaiost  it ;  but  be 
mnst  take  the  case  aa  be  found  it,  and 
tieat  it  accordingly.  Every  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  had  spolcen  had  borne  testimony 
to  the  able  and  efficient  manner  in  which 
tlieae  officers  had  discharged  their  duties. 
Let  sot  the  House  then,  in  pursuance  of 
any  abstract  theory,  diminish  the  emount 
of  the  emoluments  they  received  at  present. 
H  protested  against  any  such  diminution ; 
b  the  propriety  of  effecting  any  prospec- 
tive diminution  he  perfectly  acquiesced; 
and  he  trusted  that  some  fund  from  which 
the  compensation  could  be  derived  would 
be  discovered,  without  entailing  any  fresh 
cbai^  upon  the  public. 

Colonel  Comilly  was  lurprised  to  bear 
the  hon.  Member  for  Middlesex — the  great 
advocate  of  economy — attempting  to 
faslen  upon  the  public  a  charge  which, 
00  a  fair  estimate,  would  amount  to  6,000/. 
K  year,  more  especially  when  every  hon. 
Gentleman  in  the  House  was  disposed  to 
give  some  reasonable  compenaation  in 
retam  for  the  attention  he  received  and 
the  civility  he  nniformly  met  with.  If 
•ucb  a  resolution  as  the  present  were  pro- 
posed to  him  as  a  saving  at  the  expense  of 
the  door-keepera,  he  would  spurn  it  aa  an 
ofTeosive  proposition.  If  it  were  proposed 
aa  a  saving  at  the  expense  of  the  pnblic,  it 
was  even  more  dishonourable  and  more 
offensive. 

Mr.  WarbuTioa  was  inclined  to  believe 
that  a  great  majority  of  the  Members  of 
that  House  paid  fees  to  the  door<keepers, 
not  because  they  received  attention  and 
civility,  for  which  they  considered  them- 
•elves  bound  to  make  such  a  return,  hut 
becanse  it  was  the  custom.  Some  hon, 
Gentlemen  paid  the  door-keepers  nothing 
at  all ;  others  paid  them  one  guinea, 
others  paid  them  two ;  and  out  of  the 
whole  namber  he  believed  that  few,  in 
making  the  present,  were  actuated  bo  much 
by  a  feeling  on  behalf  of  the  individual,  as 
by  the  fear  that  they  would  be  considered 
shabby  if  they  departed  from  the  ordinary 
course.  The  ground  on  which  he  supported 
the  Resolution  was  this:  would  not  the 
public  out  of  doors  very  naturally  consider 
it  a  scandalous  job,  that  the  door-keeper 
of  that  House  should  receive  a  salary  of 
1,100/.  a  year  ?    It  was  represented  that 
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the  door-kaepen  performtd  their  dntias 
properly — granted.  What  was  there  ia 
the  duties  themselves  which  entitled  them 
to  1,1001.  a  year  ?  Compare  the  salaries 
of  these  officers  with  the  remtmeration  of 
other  functionaries,  and  the  absurdity 
was  manifest.  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
and  Commissioners  were  only  in  the 
receipt  of  1,000^.  a  year,  and  indepen- 
dently of  the  great  distinction  between  the 
appearance  to  be  supported  by  the  ons 
class  of  officers  and  the  other,  there  was 
this  further  difference,  that  the  Commis- 
sioners' duties  lasted  the  whole  year 
through,  while  those  of  the  door-keepen 
only  extended  to  one  half  of  it. 

Mr.  Ricbardi  thought  the  effect  of  the 
gratuities  In  question  was  to  make  the 
door-keepers,  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
servants  of  individual  Members,  and  tq 
entitle  them  to  a  proportionate  degrea 
of  reapect  and  attention.  Why  did  Gen- 
tlemen give  fees  to  post-boys  and  waiters 
at  taverns?  In  order  that  they  might 
receive  a  greater  degree  of  penonal  atten* 
tion.  If  waiters  were  wholly  paid  by  the 
keepers  of  taverns  the  visitors  could  not 
expect  to  see  that  degree  of  personal 
attention  and  solicitude  for  their  comfort 
which  was  ao  pleasant  and  gratifying. 

Mr.  Ewart  Gladstone  said,  that  tho 
House  ahould  first  decide  out  of  what 
fund  the  compensation  should  be  paid, 
and' then  apportion  it  to  the  full  amount 
of  the  salary  which  each  officer  at  present 
received,  As  the  charge  was  confessedly 
to  remain  in  existence  during  the  tenure 
of  these  offices  by  the  persons  at  present 
holding  them,  he  did  not  see  why  th« 
Members  of  the  House  should  not  coo« 
tinue  to  pay  their  fees  without  seeking  to 
throw  them  on  the  public. 

Mr.  Hume  replied,  if  there  were  any 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  amount  of 
the  gratuities,  let  an  estimate  bs  laid  oo 
the  Table  of  the  House,  and  the  question 
would  be  set  at  rest ;  it  must  not  be  for* 
gotten,  however,  that  if  two  sessions  oc* 
curred  in  the  course  of  a  year,  the  dQot> 
keepers  received  two  sets  of  fees.  With 
regard  to  compensation,  if  the  questioa 
were  referred  to  a  Committee,  it  would 
rest  with  them  to  fix  a  just  and  equitable 
amount,  as  had  been  already  done  in  a 
variety  of  Other  casea.  Why  should  they 
adopt  aa  to  that  House,  a  principle  which 
was  not  acted  upon  in  any  other  public 
establishment?  Servants  were  not  al- 
lowed to  take  money  from  individual*  in 
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clubi.  [Ohl]  Oh  !  Werethey?  Werethey 
in  the  ConBervatire  Club?  There  were 
•everal  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  who 
could  BHiwer  theqaeBtion.  He  was  as- 
tODiihed  at  the  objections  which  had  been 
nr^ed  to  hii  Resolution,  and  at  the  spirit 
in  which  it  had  been  meL  He  was  never 
disposed  to  coroniit  an  act  of  injustice 
towards  any  individual.  He  was  always 
for  cutting  down  the  salaries  attached  to 
iinecure  offices,  but  in  cases  where  there 
were  real  duties  to  perform,  he  felt  he 
might  be  accused  of  being  too  liberal. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  concluded  by  nov- 
ing  the  first  Resolution;  and  atthereqoest 
of  Mr.  Sergeant  Goulburn,  read  the  se- 
cond Resolution  of  which  he  had  given 
notice  relative  to  the  compensation. 

Mr.  Thomai  Attwood  begged  leave  to 
uk  the  Chancellor  of  the  Eichequer  to 

S've  bis  word  that  the  ofEcera  of  the 
ouse  shoold  obtain  justice  from  the 
Treasury  in  this  reference,  and  he  should 
be  satisfied.  He  knew  from  experience 
the  difference  which  existed  in  the  result 
vhere  justice  was  to  be  procured  for  small 
fry  and  for  lai^  fish.  In  1796  the  Chief 
Justices  of  the  King's  Bench  and  of  the 
Common  Pleas  had  their  salaries  raised 
from  3,000/.  per  annum  in  gold  money — 
mind,  gold  money — to  8,000i.  in  paper 
money.  ["  No,  no"]  Welt  7,000(.  ["  No, 
no."]  Oh,  7,000^  atleast.  In  the  year 
1796  he  was  sure  the  salary  was  3,000/. 
K  year.  He  would  now  say  a  few  words 
tbout  that  hon.  and  excellent  man  the 
Member  for  Middlesex.  He  did  not  think 
it  right  in  that  hon.  Member  to  cast  hi 
net  so  as  to  let  the  large  fish  escape, 
while  he  caught  the  little  ones.  The  ex- 
penses to  which  Members  of  that  House 
were  now  subject  were  enormous,  and  such 
BS  no  man  who  had  not  a  large  fortune  was 
able  to  bear.  No  man  could  be  a  Member 
of  that  House  without  incurring  an  expense 
of  at  least  1,000/.  a-year  over  and  above 
his  ordinary  expenses.  This  ought  not  to 
be  borne.  The  industrious  classes  could 
never  be  properly  represented  in  that 
House,  until  men  who  understood  their 
interests  should  be  enabled  to  sit  there 
without  ruinine  themselves  by  the  ex- 
pense. If  the  non.  Member  for  Middle- 
sex brought  forward  a  Motion  to  pay  the 
Representatives  of  the  people — say  three 
guinea*  a   day, — he    would    suppart  ii. 


of  England.  The  present  matter  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Middlesex  had 
brought  forward  was  so  very  small  that 
he  could  not  endure  to  see  the  time  of  the 
House  occupied  with  it.  It  was  more 
suited  to  the  discussions  of  a  parish  vestry 
than  a  great  legislative  body  like  the 
Commons  of  England.  It  was  wrong 
thus  to  waste  the  valuable  time  of  the 
House.  If  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer was  prepared  to  say  that  he  would 
undertake  to  protect  the  vested  interests 
of  the  parties  concerned  in  these  Resolu- 
tions he  would  support  them;  but  if 
otherwise  he  should  certainly  vote  against 
them.  Those  parties  had  embarked  their 
lives— he  would  say  they  had  obtained 
their  situations  for  life,  and  they  ought  to 
receive  ample  compensation.  Unless 
therefore  he  had  the  assurance  he  required 
from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  he 
should  vote  against  the  Motion. 

Colonel  Sibthorp:  Whether  the  hon. 
Member  for  Middlesex  gave  him  leave  Or 
not,  he  would  take  leave  to  remunerate 
anyone  of  these  officers,  even  if  the  Reso- 
lution were  passed. 

The  House  divided— Ayes  171;  Now 
93;  Majority  78, 

A^ew,  Sir  A.  PergnBion,  C. 


Aliager  Captain 
Augentein,  J. 
Archdall,  M. 
Attwood,  T. 
Bailey,  J. 
Baillie,  Col.  H. 
Balfour,  T. 
Bannerman,  A. 
Baring,  T. 
Bliiclcgtone,  W.  S. 
Boiihwick,  P. 

Brownrigg,  J.  S. 
Bulier,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Burrell,  Sir  C. 
Buxton,  T.  F. 
Campbell,  W.  F, 
Chisholm,  A.  W. 
Cole,  Lord 
Compion,  H.  C. 
Conolly  Colonel 
Darlington,  Lord 
D'Eyncourt,     Right 

Hon.  C. 
Dillwyn,  L.  W. 
Dotiin,  A.  R. 
Dowdeswell,  W. 


He  insisted  that  they  ooght  to  be  paid,  En",'^;j; 
as  the  Representatives  of  the  people  of  giwes,  J.  P 
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Ferguson,  O. 
Fielden,  J. 
Fleming,  J, 
French,  F. 
Freahfield,  J.  W. 
Geary,  Sir  W.  R.  P. 
Goulburn,  Sergeant 
Goulburn,  RLHn.H. 
Orlmston,  Viscount 
Gully,  J. 
Halfon),  H. 
Hanmer,  U. 
Hardy,  J. 
Hawkes,  T. 
Hindley,  C. 
Hobhouie,  Sir  J. 
Hogg,  J.  W. 

Holbam,  I«rd 
Hoy,  J.  B. 
Humph  ery.  J. 
Hull,  W. 
Irton,  S. 
Johnstone,  A. 
JohnsiooSi  H. 
Keanley,J.  EI. 
KnatchbuU,  Sir  B. 
Knight,  G. 
Knightly,  Sir  C. 
Lawson,  A. 
Leea,  J.  F. 
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Lefr«y,  J. 
LiDcolOfEail 
Lucas,  E. 
Maunsell,  T.  P. 
M'Lcan,  D. 
Mordaunt,  Sir  J. 


OCor 


r,  D. 


OTerrall,  M. 
Parker,  M. 

Pechell,  Caplain 
Peel,  E. 

Perceval,  ColoDcl 
Pollock,  Sir  F. 
Fried,  M. 
Price,  G. 


Richards,  J. 
Rickford,  W. 
Russell,  JLord  J. 
Rushbrooke,  R. 
Ryle,  J. 

Sheldon,  E.R.C. 
Sibthorp,  Colonel 
Sinclair,  Sir  G. 
Tennenl,  E. 
Thomas,  Colonel  II- 
Tyrell,  Sir  J. 
\'ere.  Sir  0.  B. 
Welby,  O.  E. 
Whilniore,T.C. 
Yorke,  E. 


Counsel    for    Prisoners.] 
Ewart  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  I 


enable  all  prisoners  lo  make  a  full  defence 
hy  Counsel. 

Sir  Eardley  Wilmot  asked  if  thi 
sent  Bill  was  intended  to  be  the  same  as 
that  one  which  was  rejecled  by  the  House 
of  Lords  last  year? 

Mr.  Eviart  said,  that  the  present  Bill  he 
intended  should  be  in  every  respect  the 
same  as  the  Bill  which  passed  that  House 
last  year. 

Sir  Eardley  Wilmot  believed  the  Bill 
of  last  year  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
one  in  that  House.  But  what  had  Lord 
Denman  end  Lord  Brougham  said  of  it  ? 
He  did  not  mean  to  oppose  the  briu^ng 
in  of  the  Bill,  for  there  were  many  Clauses 
of  it  to  which  he  should  give  his  support ; 
but  he  could  not  agree  to  tlie  priaciple  of 
allowing  four  speeches  to  Counsel  in  de- 
fence of  a  prisoner,  and  thus  unnecessa- 
rily occupying  so  much  of  the  time  of  the 
Court. 

Mr.  Ewart  denied  that  the  Bill  of  last 
Session  gave  the  privilege  of  four  speeches 
to  Counsel :  the  utmost  (hat  would  be 
necessary  in  most  cases  for  Counsel  would 
be  to  make  two  speeches  ;  and  even  that 
would  depend  upon  the  course  pursued  by 
the  prosecuting  Counsel.  He  denied,  also, 
that  the  Bill  was  only  carried  by  a  major- 
ity of  one.  The  fact  was,  that  (he  Bill 
was  carried  by  a  large  majority,  and  it  was 
only  one  Clause  of  it  to  which  the  major- 
ity  of  one   applied.        As   the  Bill    had 
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the  subject  to  one  of  those  distinguished 
authorities,  and  that  the  opinion  of  that 
Judge  was  completely  the  contrary  of 
what  the  hoD.  Baronet  would  seem  to  con- 
vey, and  anything  but  opposed  to  the 
Bill.  The  other  House  of  Parliament  bad 
never  given  any  decision  on  the  Bill,  and 
how,  therefore,  could  that  House  be  quoted 
as  en  argument  against  it?  It  should  be 
recollected,  too,  that  the  Bill  had  passed 
the  House  of  Commons,  notwithstauding 
the  opposition  of  the  Attorney-General. 

Mr,  O'Conne/i  supposed  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  hon.  Baronet  to  divide  the 
House  in  opposition  to  the  bringing  in  of 
the  Bill.  He  did  not  think  the  time  oc- 
cupied by  Counsel  in  defending  a  prisoner 
should  be  at  all  considered.  The  old 
principle,  that  "  wretches  hung  that  Jury- 
ight  dine,"  he  hoped  was  long  since 


passed  that  House  in  the  last  Session,  and    tions  of  Mi 

in  the  Session  before,  it  surely  could  not  be    '*■■ *•■-— 

said  that  he  had  not  now  a  locus  itandi. 
The  hon.  Baronet  was  greatly  out  of 
order  in  alluding  to  any  opinion  given  in 
another  place  by  the  two  eminent  persons 
be  had  named;  bul  as  that  allusion  had 
been  made,  he  would  take  the  opportunity 
of  saying  that  he  h^id  veslcrdny  spoken  on  :  de<tiiutioR-  He 
VOL.  XXXI.  (BSi)  I 


exploded. 
Leave  given. 

Poor  Laws  (Ireland.)]  Sir  Richard 
Masgrave  rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  of 
Ireland  in  certain  cases.  A  measure 
similar  to  that  which  he  meant  now  to 
propose  was  brought  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House  last  Session.  He  un- 
derstood that  there  was  no  objection  to  it 
the  part  of  Government.  Allusion 
was  made  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne 
to  the  stale  of  the  Irish  Poofi  and  he  be- 
lieved that  hon.  Members  had  every  pos- 
ible  desire  to  ameliorate  their  condition. 
The  Commissioners  fur  inquiring  into  the 
of  the  Irish  Poor  had  made  a  Re- 
port, in  which  it  was  stated  that  numbers 
perished  daily  in  Ireland  from  destitution 
ivant.  Such  beine:  the  case,  he  did 
lenn,  notwithstanding  the  intimation 
by  Government  upon  the  subject,  to 
give  up  his  iotaotion  of  proposing  some 
measure  to  the  House.  The  Bill  which  he 
Id  ask  leave  lo  bring  in  was  drawn  up 
by  a  gentleman  of  great  legal  knowledge 
'  experience.  There  could  be  no  harm 
troducing  this  Bill  to  the  notice  of 
the  House,    whatever  might  be  the  inten- 


When  he  introduced 
this  subject  last  Session,  Gentlemen  were 
not  generally  so  well  acquainted  with  it 
as  they  were  at  present.  The  Report  of 
the  Irish  Poor  Commissioners  was  now 
before  the  House,  and  no  document  that 
was  ever  laid  upon  their  table  showed  a 
rrater  amount  of  sufTeriiig,  misery,  and 


luld 


::,C~nOO^IC 


307 


Poor  Lawt 


HouRtt  by  reading  any  eztracU  from  it. 
The  medical  part  oF  the  Report  was,  per- 
hnpi,  the  most  irnporlani,  because  medical 
men  had  the  best  oppariuniiies  of  wit- 
nessing, in  the  discliarge  of  their  profes- 
tional  duties,  ihe  extent  and  nature  oT  the 
distressea  and  sufTerings  of  tlie  poor. 
The  scenes  they  described  were  most 
melancholy  and  appalling,  indeed  the 
wretched  state  of  the  poor  could  not  be 
unknown  lo  any  person  residing  in  Ire- 
land. He  himself  lived  in  an  atmosphere 
of  misery,  and  being  compelled  lo  witness 
it  daily,  he  was  determined  to  pursue  the 
subject  to  see  whether  any  and  what  relief 
couid  be  procured  from  Parliament.  Sup- 
pose the  whole  population  of  Middlesex, 
of  Kent,  and  Sussex  were  at  one  instant 
to  be  deprived  of  parochial  relief,  and 
turned  out  upon  the  highways  to  die,  by 
hundreds,  of  starvation,  that  House  would 
Dot  hesitate  a  moment  to  adopt,  not 
merely  such  a  measure  as  he  meant  now 
to  propose,  but  a  much  more  eflectual  one. 
The  poor  of  Ireland  should  not  merely 
receive  present  relief,  but  means  should  be 
taken  to  secure  future  employment  for 
able-bodied  labourers.  Tiiere  were  very 
ample  means  of  affording  employment 
there,  by  institutinga  steady  and  vigorous 
course  of  improvement.  The  Report  of 
the  Eogliih  Poor-law  Commissioners  was 
highly  honourable  to  their  judgment  and 
industry,  and  the  measure  founded  on  it 
no  less  honorable  to  Ministers,  but  doubts 
were  entertained  whether  a  similar  system 
of  Poor-laws  to  that  now  acted  upon  in 
England  could  be  beneficially  extended  to 
Ireland.  A  Poor-law  here  was  of  long 
standing;  its  operation,  whether  for  good 
or  evil,  was  well  known  ;  but  it  would 
not  be  so  in  Ireland.  No  person. would 
propose  for  that  country  a  system  similar 
in  all  respects  to  that  of  England.  The 
establishment  of  workhouses  in  Ireland 
would  not  be  a  benefit  to  that  country, 
for  great  numbers  of  the  Irish  poor  were 
drawn  over  here  from  the  fear  of  absolute 
■tarvation.  Some  means  should  also  be 
devi:>ed  to  give  employment  to  able-bodied 
workmen.  It  appeared  from  the  evidence 
on  the  slate  of  the  poor,  that  these  persons 
were  actually  driven  from  borne  by  starva- 
tion. If  these  disiressed  persons  were 
offered  admittance  into  a  workhouse, 
ihey  would  accept  this  or  any  other  mode 
of  obtaining  food.  Before  the  experiment 
of  workhouses  was  tried  in  Ireland,  let  the 
mode  of  carrying  on  public  works  be  im- 
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proved,  and  let  other  means  be  adopted 
in  order  to  extend  employment  for  the 
able-bodied.  Last  Session  be  ventured 
to  introduce  a  Bill,  by  which  public  works 
would  be  extended,  and  this  Session  he 
had  given  notice  for  renewing  that  mea- 
sure. The  best  practicatengineen  nssertad 
that  ample  employment  might  be  afforded 
by  a  proper  extension  of  such  works.  Let 
something  also  be  done  to  improve  the 
distribution  of  landed  properly  of  Ireland. 
It  was  a  fact  that  the  occupiers  of  the 
soil,  those  who  were  to  be  considered  aa 
the  people  of  Ireland,  were  prevented  by 
the  nature  of  their  tenures  from  effecting 
permanent  improvements.  And  this,  after 
all,  was  the  greatest  evil  of  Ireland,  In 
this  respect  Ireland  differed  from  every 
country  where  the  people  were  in  a  state  of 
comfort  and  happiness.  By  the  Bill 
before  the  House  it  was  intended  to 
provide  relief  for  the  helpless  unable  to 
work — and,  on  extraordinary  occasions, 
for  other  classes  also,  by  levying  a  rate  in 
aid  of  subscriptions  on  such  occasions. 
By  the  first  Clause,  the  duty  of  executing 
the  act  was  primarily  to  devolve  on  a  Com- 
mittee, who  would  have  power,  at  discre- 
tion, to  afford  relief.  This  Committee 
was  to  consist  of  rate-payers,  possessing  a 
certain  qualification  described  in  the  Bill, 
It  had  been  thought  necessary  to  attach  a 
qualification,  because,  if  all  rate-payers 
were  allowed  to  vote,  many  of  the  poorest 
class  would  have  to  decide  on  caaes  of 
iheir  own  relations  who  applied  for  relief. 
Seven  Committee-men  were  required  to 
constitute  a  Committee.  At  their  first 
meeting,  the  Committee  would  have  to 
divide  the  pariah  into  sections,  and  was  to 
appoint  a  sub-committee  of  management, 
assigning  to  each  sub-committee-man  the 
superintendence  of  one  or  more  sections. 
In  the  appointment  of  the  sub-committee 
a  continued  rotation  was  to  be  observed. 
One  of  the  sub-coraraittee  was  to  be 
guardian,  and  another  to  be  deputy-guar- 
dian of  the  poor,  filling  the  office  of 
Chairman  at  each  meeting  of  the  sub- 
committee. As  he  had  mentioned,  on  a 
former  occasion,  the  appointment  of  a 
superintendent  for  each  section  of  a  parish 
was  found  to  answer  admirably  at  GIBS' 
gow,  as  described  by  Dr.  Chalmers  in  his 
evidence.  This  regiulation  was  also  sac- 
cesafully  adopted  in  Ireland  during  tbe 
prevalence  of  the  cholera.  The  sub- 
committee would  have  to  draw  up  a  list  of 
the  helpless  poor,  cosfiDtDg  the  lilt  uader 
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that  denomioation,  to  aged  personE  above 
sixty,  orphans  under  fourteen,  the  maimed, 
sick,  blind,  deaf,  and  dumb,  lunatics  and 
idiots.  And  in  this  roll  were  lo  be  men- 
tioned Ihe  age,  birth-place,  and  other 
particulars  relating  to  each  person  named 
therein,  together  wiih  the  amount  of  al- 
lowance required  in  each  case.  This  Etate- 
ment  and  the  roll  of  the  poor  was  to  be 
laid  before  the  General  Committee  foe 
their  decision.  The  statement  of  the  de- 
termination of  the  General  Committee 
would  then  go  before  the  Grand  Jury  of 
the  county,  by  whom  it  might  be  altered 
OR  appeal.  When  a  valuation  had  taken 
place,  every  party  having  paid  rates,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  might,  out  of  the 
rent  neit  payable  by  him,  make  a  deduc- 
tion not  exceeding  three-fourths  of  the 
poundage  on  the  annual  rate  thus  payable 
-  as  shall  have  been  used  for  ascertaining 
therales.  If  the  Treasurer  of  the  county 
stated  in  his  warrant  that  a  poundage  of 
1>.  was  to  be  levied,  asrales,  on  the  annual 
value — the  occupier  paying  Is.  per  pound, 
might  deduct  from  his  landlord's  rent  9d. 
per  pound  of  rent.  This  Clause  was  so 
drawn  as  to  make  every  person  having  an 
interest  in  the  land  pay  according  to  (he 
amount  of  that  interest.  On  occasions 
of  extraordinary  distress,  such  as  prevailed 
last  year  in  Mayo,  he  proposed  to  levy 
a  rate  equal  to  the  amount  of  private  aub- 
■criptions  raised  for  the  relief  of  the  able- 
bodied.  By  another  Clause  power  was 
also  given  to  the  General  Committee  to 
assist  mendicity  institutions,  by  levying 
tates  on  the  parish.  The  Bill  also  proposed 
to  give  the  Lord-lieutenant  authority  to 
unite  parishes,  on  memorials  being  pre- 
sented to  him  for  that  purpose.  He  had 
thus  briefly  explained  to  the  House  the 
principal  Clauses  of  the  Bill.  Many 
Members  might  wish  to  proceed  further, 
and  to  estend  relief  lo  other  classes,  by  a 
compulsory  law.  He  begged  hon.  Mem- 
beis  to  consider  that  the  investigation 
which  must  take  place  under  this  Bill  would 
prove  beneBcial  not  only  to  the  helpless 
poor,  but  also  to  the  other  distressed  per- 
sons. The 'hon.  Member  concluded  by 
tnoving,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
"  a  Bill  to  authorise  the  Relief  of  the  Poor 
of  Ireland  in  certain  cases." 

Mr.  Smith  QBricn  having  paid  a  great 
deal  of  attention  to  the  subject,  was 
anxious  to  say  a  few  words  on  that  occa- 
aioD.  He  had  always  felt  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  GoTerninent  to  take  up  this  ques- 
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tioD,  in  order  that  it  should  be  carried  out 
to  a  satisfactory  result ;  but  from  the 
nature  of  it  he  thought  they  should  be 
ready  to  receive  and  consider  suggestions 
with  reference  to  it  from  all  quarters.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  offer  anything  that 
was  probably  new,  but  as  he  bad  prepared 
a  Bill  on  the  subject  as  well  as  his  hon. 
Friend,  he  trusted  the  House  would  allow 
him  to  introduce  it  on  a  future  occasion 
that  it  might  be  printed.  He  was  gratified 
to  hear  the  announcement  in  the  King's 
Speech  that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  had 
taken  lip  the  subject,  and  he  trusted  that 
they  would  prepare  a  measure  that  would 
afford  adequate  relief  to  the  counlrv. 

Mr.  Shaw  said,  that  he  felt  all  the  im- 
portance and  difbculty  of  the  subject.  He 
thought,  however,  as  the  Government  had 
referred  to  it  in  the  Kin(;'s  Speech,  they 
should  be  prepared  to  slate  generally  the 
course  they  meant  to  pursue.  He  did  not 
mean  that  they  should  prematurely  com- 
mit themselves  to  any  specific  plan,  or  go 
into  any  details;  but  they  surely  might 
inform  the  House  whether  ihey  intended 
to  introduce  any  measure  at  all  during  the 
present  Session,  and  if  so,  upon  what 
principle  ?  For  his  own  pari,  he  did  not 
desire  lo  precipitate  their  decision  upon  a 
question  involving  the  most  serious  con- 
sequences to  Ireland.  He  could  not  see 
his  way  to  the  application  of  any  system 
of  Poor-laws  to  the  peculiar  condition  and 
circumstances  of  that  country,  but  he 
thought,  OB  the  Government  had  thrown 
upon  themselves  the  great  responsibility 
of  dealing  with  the  question,  that  indi- 
vidual Members  sbould  leave  it  in  their 
hands. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excktquer  felt 
that-  the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  most  extraordinary.  It 
was  the  intention  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
lo  bring  forward  a  measure  on  the  subject, 
as  they  had  already  Btated  as  strongly  as 
possible,  and  in  Ihe  most  authoritaiive 
manner.  Their  views  had  been  expressed 
as  fully  as  they  could  be  at  present ;  hut 
they  could  not  enter  into  details.  Indeed 
it  would  require  more  ingenuity  than  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  possessed  to  say 
how  Ihe  Government  could  explain  the 
nature  of  a  measure  to  be  founded  on  the 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Poor- 
laws,  which  Report  had  not  yet  been 
prepared. 

Mr.  youn7(Cavan)  hoped  it  was  dis- 
tinctly understood  on  all  band),  that  when 
12 
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the  propoied  bills  were  laid  on  the  Table, 
neither  the  hon.  Baronet  nor  the  Member 
for  Ennii,  would  attempt  to  presa  tliem 
on  through  any  further  stages,  until  such 
,  limes  as  ihe  Government  measure  was  also 
laid  before  the  House,  and  opportunity 
given  for  considering  all  the  proposals  on 
this  important  subject  together.  It  cer- 
tainly was  full  lime  for  the  Legislature  to 
take  the  subject  in  hand,  and,  if  possible, 
alleviate  the  sufferings  which  prevailed  to 
such  a  dreadTuI  extent  in  Ireland;  but 
this  step  must  be  taken  guardedly,  and 
strict  limits  adopted,  test  that  which  was 
intended  for  relief  should  only  aggravate 
the  evil. 

Mr.  O'Connei/ thought  that  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  had  said  all  that  could  be  re- 
quired of  them  at  present  He  was  satis- 
ned  that  the  period  had  at  length  come 
when  some  system  of  Poor-laws  must  be 
introduced  into  Ireland.  There  had,  for 
some  time,  been  a  gradual  and  steady 
amelioration  in  the  condition  of  the  farmers 
of  the  agricultural  distticls  of  the  West 
and  South  of  Ireland  ;  and  this  improve- 
ment had,  to  gome  extent,  descended  to 
the  labouring  classes.  Ha  therefore 
thought  that  it  was  the  proper  time  to 
bring  forward  some  measures.  The  system 
now  beginning  to  be  acted  upon  in  this 
country  worked  well,  and  some  plan  of 
the  kind  might  be  devised  to  work  well  in 
Ireland;  but  the  utmost  care  must  be 
exercised  that  the  management  of  it  was 
■uch  that  local  prejudices  and  abuses 
could  be  efHciently  checked.  A  measure 
to  afford  relief  to  the  destitute  ought  pro- 
bably to  be  accompanied  with  some  means 
to  prevent  the  absorption  of  the  bulk  of  the 
labouring  part  of  the  population  into  the 
pauper  dass.  He  would  also  make  ano- 
ther suggestion,  namely,  that  the  Poor- 
law  Commissioners  should  be  allowed  to 
sllocate  lands  to  labourers  with  families 
who  were,  of  course,  not  so  well  prepared 
to  emigrate.  At  the  commencement  some 
assistance  must  be  afforded.  By  these 
means,  however,  he  felt  that  they  might 
BO  regulate  the  population  of  the  country 
with  reference  to  the  employment  of 
labour,  that  they  need  not  consider  it  a 
frightful  prospect  to  pass  a  measure  for 
affording  relief  to  the  destitute  poor  of 
Ireland.  He  looked  forward  with  anxious 
and  sanjruine  hopes  to  the  measures,  fur 
one  would  not  be  sufficient,  likely  to  be 
introduced  by  the  Government,  and  he 
had  no  doubt  that  every    care  would  be 
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taken  to  prevent  any  interference  with 
wages,  and  also  that  such  an  extent  of 
relief  should  not  be  given  that  the  ■tironlu* 
to  exertion  should  be  lessened. 

Mr.  ScarUtl  was  surprised  that  bis  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  were  not  prepared  to  state 
their  opinions  on  the  subject,  when  they 
had  announced  in  the  King's  Speech  that 
they  intended  to  brin^  forward  some  mea- 
sure. They  ought  not  to  have  said  any- 
thing on  the  subject  until  they  were  pre- 
pared to  stale  what  measures  they  meant 
to  propose;  did  they  mean  to  encourage 
or  assist  emigration  ?  Was  assistance  to 
be  afforded  to  remove  a  portion  of 
unemployed  labour  from  one  district 
where  there  was  not  sufficient  employment 
for  it,  to  one  where  there  was  en  adequate 
demand?  A  surplus  quantity  of  labour 
in  any  spot  would,  of  course,  prevent  any 
great  improvement.  He  therefore  would 
recommend  the  encouragement  of  the 
emigration  of  able-bodied  labourers;  but, 
as  it  was,  the  prospect  of  such  an  essential 
change  as  the  introduction  of  Ponr-Iaws 
into  Ireland,  without  their  nature  being 
explained,  was  calculated  to  produce  great 
excitement  in  that  country.  Great  cau- 
tion must  be  used  in  a  country  like  Ire- 
land, where  every  thing  was  so  essentially 
different  from  what  obtained  in  (his  coun- 
try. He  coutd  not  help  feeling  that  the 
object  in  view  in  introducing  such  a  mea- 
sure was  to  injure  the  landlords;  this 
might  not  be  the  case;  but  still  be  was 
not  satisfied  that  it  was  not.  He  vat 
ready  to  support  any  measure  for  lbs 
relief  of  the  distress  of  the  Irish  poor  ; 
but  he  doubted  whether  this  could  be  done 
advantageously  by  means  of  a  system  of 
Poor-laws,  when  he  considered  the  ano- 
malous state  of  the  country. 

Mr.  French,  although  strongly  opposed 
both  to  the  principle  and  detail  of  this 
measure,  did  not  mean  to  oppose  ihc  in- 
troduction of  the  Bill  by  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Waterford,  understanding 
his  object  to  be  confined  to  the  laying  his 
views  on  this  important  subject  before  the 
House,  and  that  this  Bill  i^ould  not  be 
proceeded  with  further  until  the  measure, 
whatever  it  might  be,  of  his  Majesty's 
Ministers,  which  had  been  alluded  to  in 
the  King's  Speech,  should  have  been 
brought  forward.  He  was,  he  acknow- 
ledged, hostile  to  the  introduction  of  H 
system  of  compulsory  relief  into  Ireland, 
bi'lieving  it  would  pro.e  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  all  classes,  from  the  higheit  to 
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the  lowest.  They  had  already  in  that 
country  adopted  ihat  portion  of  the  English 
Poor-laws  ■yitem,  which  appeared  to  them 
beneficial.  Fever  hospitals,  infirmaries, 
luaatic  asylaDie,  dispensaries,  schools, 
&c.,  bad  been  established  at  the  public 
expense,  and  waa  supported  out  of  the 
county  votes.  Several  volnntary  associ- 
ationa,  such  as  the  mendicity,  had  been 
entered  into;  and  every  thing  further  which 
ought,  on  dispassionate  inquiry,  be  deem~ 
ed  likely  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
the  working  classes,  he  was  confident  the 
landed  proprietors  would  willingly  subject 
tbeinselves  to :  he  felt,  however,  that  this 
was  a  subject  of  too  much  iraportance  to 
be  hastily  legislated  on — too  complicated 
in  all  its  relations  to  be  understood  by  an 
individual  Member ;  a  false  step  here  could 
not  be  recalled— its  fatal  effects  would  not 
be  confined  to  the  present,  but  would 
extend  to  the  future  :  any  measure  intro- 
duced on  a  subject  such  as  this,  one 
which  must  exercise  a  powerful  and  per- 
manent influence  on  the  welfare  of  the 
country  for  good  or  for  evil,  ought  not  to 
be  introduced  save  on  the  responsibility  of 
the  government  of  the  country — a  measure 
founded  on  the  Report  of  the  Poor-law 
Commissioners,  the  advantages  of  which 
would  be  apparent,  neither  embracing 
doubtful  expedients,  or  experimental  tri- 
als ;  after  its  introduction  a  sufficient 
time  should  beaObrded  for  its  cohsideralion 
—let  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
County  Members  without  reference  to 
their  political  views — let  it  be  shown  to 
them  how  the  absence  of  machinery  to 
carry  its  provisions  into  effect  could  be 
provided  for;  it  was  not,  and  he  trusted 
it  would  not,  be  made  a  party  question. 
The  only  object  of  all  parties  ought  to  lie, 
should  it  be  deemed  advisable  to  legislate 
on  this  subject,  to  produce  a  measure,  if 
possible,  beneficial  to  a  class  hitherto 
much  neglected,  but  certainly  the  most 
important  in  the  community — the  pea- 
HDtry  of  Ireland. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

Disfranchisement  of  Stafford.] 
Mr.  Divetl  moved  for  leave  to  brin^  in 
ft  Bill  to  disfranchise  the  borough  of  Staf- 
ford, He  did  not  feelhimself  called  upon 
to  detain  the  House,  as  the  delinquencies 
of  this  borough  had  occupied  so  much  of 
their  time  in  previous  Sessions.  The  Bill 
bad  origtoally  been  intioduced  at  the 
Kmamendfttion  of  ft  Select  Cvminittee, 


that  had  been  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
subject,  and  it  had  on  three  separate  oc' 
casions  passed  through  the  House ;  but  in 
consequence  of  the  state  of  business  in 
the  other  House  it  had  not,  on  any  occa- 
sion, been  proceeded  with. 

Captain  Chelwi/nd  tAid,  that  afUr  the 
almost  unanimous  expression  of  assent 
which  the  House  had  formerly  given  to 
the  similar  motion  of  his  hon.  Friend,  he 
should  not  offer  any  arguments  against  it, 
but  should  avail  himself  of  the  practice  of 
the  House,  in  order,  on  the  occanion  of 
the  second  reading,  to  offer  to  the  Bill  his 
most  strenuous  opposition.  He  should  at 
that  time,  in  recapitulation  of  what  he  had 
offered  to  the  House  on  a  former  occasion, 
renew  his  inquiry  into  the  facts  stated  in 
the  evidence,  and  bring  forward  arguments 
for  the  purpose  of  proving  that  tliere  was 
not  such  a  necessity  for  tins  Bill  as  some 
hon.  Members  supposed.  But  he  should 
certainly  take  the  sense  of  the  House  on 
the  Motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  issue  of  the  writ  for  the  Borough 
of  Stafford  to  be  suspended  till  the  2Ut 
of  April. 

The  New  Houses  of  Parliament.] 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose  in 
pursuance  of  the  notice  which  he  bad 
given,  for  the  purpose  of  moving  the 
renewal  of  the  Committee,  which  had 
been  appointed  last  year,  to  consider  the 
question  of  rebuilding  the  Houaes  of  Par- 
liament. The  House  would  remember. 
that  in  consequence  of  an  Address  agreed 
to  by  that  and  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, Commissioners  hail  been  appointed 
to  consider  of  certain  plans  which  were 
invited  to  be  sent  in  by  public  competition. 
That  was  a  mode  which  he  lliaiight  had 
been  wisely  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee. In  consequence  of  their  recom- 
mendation it  was  the  duty  of  the  Commis- 
sioners to  select  out  of  a  stated  number  of 
plans,  amounting  to  ne[krly  100,  ninety- 
seven,  he  believed,  was  the  exact  auiount, 
a  certain  number,  not  less  than  two,  nor 
more  than  five,  as  being  those  whith,  in 
their  minds,  were  best  adapted  and  Riled 
for  the  purpose  in  view.  They  had  se- 
lected, he  believed,  four  plans.  The 
object  of  renewing  the  Committee  was  for 
the  purpose  of  the  Commissioners  laying 
the  plans  before  them,  with  a  view  to  their 
coming  to  Kme  decision  upon  them.   Thg 
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Report  would  then  be  Godly  laid  before 
the  House,  in  order  that  it  might  approve 
of  the  decision  which  had  been  made. 
Hishuti.  Friend  behind  him  had  given  a 
notice  of  a  motion  for  bd  inatruction  to  the 
Committee  to  reconsider  the  removal  of 
the  site  of  the  Houbgs  of  Parliament. 
This,  however,  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer)  should  feel  it  his  duty  to 
oppose,  as  that  subject  fell  Dot  within  the 
province  of  the  Committee.  As  to  the 
composition  of  the  Committee,  he  thought 
it  better  to  renew  it  as  it  had  been  origi- 
nally proposed  by  the  right  hoti.  Baronet, 
the  Member  for  Tamworth.  It  had  been 
well  attended,  and  he  thought  the  House 
would  have  a  better  chance  of  a  satisfac- 
tory result  if  tlie  inquiry  were  followed  up 
by  the  same  Gentlemen  who  had  been 
engaged  in  the  previous  consideration  of 
the  subject.  One  Member  of  that  Cora- 
mitlee  alone  was  no  longer  a  Member  of  r  Hit 
that  House,  having  been  removed  to  the  1  ant 
House  of  Peers,  and  he  proposed  to  sub- 
stitute for  his  name  that  of  the  Chairman 
of  Ways  and  Means,  Mr.  Bernal.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  accordingly  moved 
to  re-appoint  the  Select  Committee,  to 
consider  and  report  upon  such  plan  as 
should  be  most  convenient  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

Dir,  Name  was  anxious  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  House  upon  a  point  which 
appeared  to  him  of  considerable  import- 
ance. The  first  question  he  had  started 
as  a  Member  of  the  Committee  was,  that 
they  ought  first  to  consider  what  the 
situation  of  the  Houses  should  be.  He 
was  free  to  confess  that  on  that  occasion 
he  was  in  a  very  small  minority,  but  boibII 
minorities  did  not  always  deter  him,  and  as 
a  proof  that  they  should  not  be  considered 
as  decisive  of  a  question,  he  might  men- 
tion he  was  in  the  very  same  minority  on 
a  proposition  that  there  should  be  no 
competition  for  plans,  aad  yet  the  Cora- 
miltee  afterwards  agreed  unanimously  to 
a  competition.  This  was  an  encourage- 
ment to  him  in  his  present  object.  The 
only  point  he  blamed  himself  for  was  his 
not  lakirig  the  sense  of  the  House  upon 
the  question  when  the  Report  was  brought 
up.  He  was  bound  to  say  that  he  was 
not  in  his  place  at  the  moment  when  that 
occurred,  although  it  was  not  often  he  was 
absent.  Sincethat  period  the  subject  had 
engaged  the  attention  of  many  persons  in 
the  country,  wbo  had  nerer  thODg;ht  of  it 
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before,  and  be  found  that  a  lai^e  propor- 
tion of  individuals,  ns  capable  of  forming 
a  judgment  as  any  Gentleman  in  that 
House,  thought  the  Select  Committee  had 
made  a  bad  choice — that  the  situation  was 
low,  and  was  attended  with  many  incon- 
veniences, and  that,  in  Giing  a  place  foT 
Parliament  to  assemble  in  for  ages  to 
come,  regard  ought  to  be  had  to  all  ths 
peculiar  circumstances  applying  to  th« 
case.  One  thing  particularly  struck  faiiDt 
that  situated  as  vre  were  in  a  climate  not 
always  the  clearest,  with  an  atraosphere 
dark  and  murky  on  many  occasians,  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  would  require  a  free 
and  open  space.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
that  large  building,  Westminster  Abbey, 
they  lost  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half  of 
daylight  in  comparison  with  what  tfaey 
would  gain  if  they  were  at  the  west  end  of 
the  Abbey.  The  vicinity  of  Westminster 
"  "  too,  greatly  interfered  with  the  light 
ana  air.  He  did  not  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Law  Courts 
was  had,  but  he  was  free  to  confess  that 
he  would  rather  be  at  a  distance  from  them. 
He  knew  it  was  held  by  many  that  ths 
situation  was  convenient  for  those  lawyers 
who  had  to  attend  the  House;  hut  looking 
at  the  small  number  of  those  Gentlemen 
compared  with  the  other  Members  of  the 
House,  he  did  not  think  that  their  conveo i- 
enceoughttoweigh  much  if  there  were  otbet 
circumstances  to  counterbalance  it.  He 
might  be  accused  of  wishing  for  a  radical 
change  in  this  respect,  because  he  would  re- 
move theCourtsof  Law  from  theirpresent  in- 
convenient situation.  He  would  propose 
to  build  proper  Courts  in  the  centre  of 
Lincoln's-Inn-Fields,  in  the  vicinity  of  all 
the  lawyers.  I^t  them  be  all  together. 
This  would  be  much  more  convenient  for 
the  public  and  the  lawyers  themselves. 
He  had  scarcely  ever  seen  such  iaadequatA 
accommodation  as  the  present  Courts  fur- 
nished ;  and  although  a  great  deal  of 
money  had  been  espended  in  6ttingthera 
Dp,  he  did  not  think  that  anv  loss  would 
be  sustained;  but  that,  on  tbe  contrary, 
great  public  convenience  would  be  ob- 
tained by  getting  rid  of  them  altogetber. 
Gentlemen  would  see  from  this  that  he 
reckoned  the  vicinity  of  Westmiuster  Hall 
as  very  little  in  favour  of  the  present 
House.  They  were  not  the  least  allied 
to  each  other.  Judges  and  lawyers  wen 
very  proper  persons  to  carry  into  effect 
the  Acts  of  the  legislature;  but  they  had  no 
necessary  coDuection  vitfa  tbe  dailj  pro* 
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eeedJDgl  of  the  Houiei  of  Parliament. 
They  were  altogether  distinct.  He 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  remote  the 
HouKi  or  Parliament  to  St.  James's  Park, 
to  Bome  elevated  situation,  where,  having 
a  Bouthern  aspect,  thej  might  occupy  tlie 

Soiition  of  Marlt>oTough  House,  or  of  St. 
apes's  Palace.  Let  Gentlemen  contrast 
the  present  buildings  on  an  area  of  about 
4,000  feet  in  length,  and  some  340  in 
depth,  with  the  Abbey  and  the  Hall  over- 
looking them.  Let  them  contrast  this 
with  a  handsome  building  on  the  site  of 
St.  James's  Palace,  or  on  the  two  or  three 
'  acres  of  Marlborough  House  and  gardens. 
They  would  be  there  as  quiet  as  in  the 

Ereaent  situation;  with  the  advantages  of 
etter  air  and  more  light.  The  position 
would  also  be  more  convenient  to  five- 
siktha  of  the  Members  as  well  as  to  the 
public,  At  present  the  Houses  were  out 
of  every  ones  way.  There  was  another 
situation  which  bad  been  pointed  out,  and 
which,  he  confessed,  would  have  been  a 
better  situation,  if  the  building  of  the 
National  Gallery  had  not  been  begun; 
but  at  the  back  of  that  building  they  might 
have  twice  the  room  they  now  had  if  they 
removed  the  biirracks,  which  had  so  long 
been  camplaintd  of,  and  look  in  some 
ground,  which  could  be  bad  at  a  little  or 
DO  eipense.  That  would  certainly  be  a 
better  and  more  convenient  Bituation  than 
the  present.  Here,  then,  were  two  situa- 
tiooa  better  than  the  present  site  ;  but  his 
favourite  spot  wus  St.  James's  Palace,  and 
he  would  state  why.  V/e  had  just  finished 
the  palace  at  Buckingham- gate,  and  if 
St.  James's  were  not  used  in  the  way  he 
proposed,  it  would  still  be  used  as  a 
palace.  He  thought,  therefore  they 
could  not  do  better,  for  the  sake  of 
economy,  as  well  as  for  good  air  and  (he 
situation  of  the  ground,  than  to  occupy 
it.  The  ground  required  was  not  so 
very  large.  He  had  seen  plans  which 
required  for  the  whole  buildlogs  of  the 
Houses  and  their  offices  a  very  small 
compass  indeed.  He  shoulil  be  happy  to 
bear  the  opinion  of  the  House,  and  to 
have  it  decided  whether  they  should  not 
take  this  point  into  consideration  before 
they  proceeded  to  consider  the  other  parts 
of  the  subject.  He  might  be  told  that 
they  had  already  gone  to  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  and  expense.  As  to  the  trouble, 
with  the  experience  of  the  architecU,  he 
coDiidered  that  very  little ;  and  for  the 
n^sH  be  believed  3,000f  would  cover  it. 


He  WBf  anxious  that  all  further  expense 
should  be  stopped  until  this  question  was 
decided,  and  one  advantage  would  arise — 
namely,  that  time  would  be  afforded  to 
those  archilects  who  wished  lo  come  for- 
ward with  plans.  He  knew  of  no  valid 
objection  to  his  proposal,  except  two. 
One  was  on  the  ground  of  iheold  associa- 
tions connected  with  the  place  in  which 
the  Parliament  had  so  long  sat.  He  be- 
lieved, however,  that  the  fire  had  de> 
stroycd  a  great  deal  of  those  aisociaiions, 
so  that  that  objection  was  not  good  for 
much  ;  and  with  regard  to  the  vicinity  of 
the  CouriB  of  Law,  he  hoped  he  had  said 
enough  toshowthat  that  ought  not  to  inter- 
fere from  the  comparatively  small  number 
ofthose  who  were  interested  in  it.  He  knew 
that  many  others  took  the  same  view  of 
the  subject  as  he  did,  and  be  was  unwill- 
ing to  detain  the  House  longer  than  by 
moving  (hat  it  be  an  instruction  to  the 
Committee  to  reconsider  the  rt-moval  of 
the  site  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose, 
as  he  had  already  said  he  should,  for  the 
purpose  of  entreating  the  House  (o  resist 
the  proposition  of  his  hon.  Friend.  He 
wished  in  a  few  words,  to  by  the  actual 
facts  of  the  case  before  the  House.  His 
hon.  Friend  had  staled  that  a  Committee 
had  been  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  whole  question.  That 
Committee  certeinlv  was  not  to  be  ob- 
jected to  either  for 'the  namesof  which  it 
was  composed  or  for  the  ability  ur  the 
means  they  possessed  of  discussing  the 
subject.  When  it  was  before  them  ihey 
negatived  ibis  proposition  afier  a  full  con- 
sideration of  it.  But  his  hon.  Friend  »aid, 
that,  having  been  in  a  minority,  he  re- 
gretted not  having  taken  the  opinion  of 
the  House  on  the  point.  Why,  in  fact, 
the  opinion  of  the  House  was  taken,  and 
that  in  a  manner  more  authoritative  ihan 
the  mere  reception  of  a  Report,  because  as 
soon  as  the  Report  was  laid  on  (he  Tiible, 
and  when  theycametotheestim3tes,he((he 
Chancellorof^  the  Exchequer)  wa!i  pressed 
most  earnestly  to  lose  no  time  in  carrying 
into  eflect  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  wilh  reference  to  ihe  situadon 
of  the  two  Houses  before  any  plans  were 
received,  or  other  steps  taken.  Since 
then  Gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  the  House 
had  entreated  him  to  take  a  vote  in  a 
Committee  of  Supply,  io  order  to  carry  on 
the  necessary  arrangements,  and  he  was  en- 
titled topreaume  that  bis  boo.  Friend  ww 
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present  on  those  occasions,  becattse  they 
vere  occatiiona  upon  nhich  he  was  never 
absent.  He  was,  as  he  bad  staled,  en- 
treated to  take  a  vote,  for  tbe  express  pur- 
pose of  enabling  him  to  take  all  the  pre- 
liminary steps  with  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject. He  accordingly  prepared  an  esti- 
iDBte.  The  money  was  voted — Hougss 
were  taken  down,  and  the  work  of  clear- 
ing away  was  commenced.  His  hon. 
Friend  was  a  consenting  party  to  that  pro- 
position, which  it  was  now  proposed  to  ne- 
gative; because  when  there  was  a  propo- 
sition for  ihe  purchase  of  land  in  Abingdon- 
slreet,  and  when  he  proposed  lo  take  as 
much  as  would  be  necessary,  his  hon. 
Friend  assented  and  said,  take  as  much 
as  will  enable  you  to  purchase  the  ground 
in  Abingdon-sireet.  You  must  not  let 
money  stop  you  in  this  case."  So  that 
aFler  the  site  had  been  decided  upon, 
and  his  hon.  Friend  had  supported  a 
proposition  for  rebuilding  the  Houses  on 
the  old  site,  he  now  wished  to  depart  from 
it.  Perhaps  the  reasdn  of  this  inconsis- 
tency was  simply  that  the  hon.  Member 
wished  to  claim  the  privilege  of  his 
northern  brethren  —  a  second  ule — but 
this  would  not  have  any  magical  effect 
upon  the  House.  The  case  did  not  rest 
simply  upon  a  vote  of  the  Commons,  but 
it  was  a  combined  movement  of  both 
Houses.  Tiie  Resolution  of  the  Lords 
had  been  communicated  to  that  House, 
and  their  Resolution  had  been  commu- 
nicated to  the  Lords,  and  both  had  adopted 
the  same  plan  with  respect  to  the  situa- 
tion. The  wbole  of  the  plans  had  been 
called  for  with  reference  to  the  present 
site.  His  hon.  Friend  said,  very  can- 
didly, that  all  that  had  been  done  would 
be  so  much  money  thrown  away  with  re- 
ference to  building  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, if  his  present  proposition  were 
agreed  to;  but  he  said  that  it  would  be 
attended  with  other  advantages — that  it 
would  be  an  encouragement  to  architects. 
He  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 
thought  ihe  selection  of  a  proper  position 
for  the  Houses  of  Parliament  a  point  in- 
finitely more  important  than  any  snch 
encouragement  to  architects.  His  hon. 
Friend  had  very  large  plans,  and  he  had 
opened  them  all  before  the  House.  They 
embraced  not  only  the  quitting  that  spot, 
but  also  building  the  Law  Courts  in  the 
centreofLincoln'sInn-Fields,  and  building 
the  Houses  of  Parliament  in  the  Mews, 
where  be  thought  his  hon.  Friend  would 


be  puzzled  to  find  freer  air  and  freer  access 
than  they  had  at  present.  He  therefore, 
trusted  that  the  House  would  not' be  in- 
duced to  depart  from  the  Resolutions  of 
the  Committee. 

Sir  Frederick  Pollock  would  not  have 
troubled  the  House  on  the  subject  before 
it,  had  not  reference  been  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Middlesex  to  the  circum- 
stance of  consulting  the  convenience  of 
the  members  of  the  profession  to  which 
he  (Sir  Frederick  Pollock)  had  the  honour 
to  belong.  He  could  say  for  himself,  and 
he  thought  also  for  the  other  members  of 
the  bar  who  had  seats  in  that  House,  that 
it  was  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference  to 
them  whether  the  new  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment were  built  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Westminster  Hall  or  where  SL  James's 
Palace  now  stands.  Quite  sure  be  was 
that  the  members  of  the  bar  would  be  the 
last  persons  to  go  against  the  general 
feeling  of  the  House.  It  would  be  no 
sacrifice  to  him  if  the  site  were  changed, 
but  a  matter  of  absolute  indifference.  It 
must  also  be  recollected,  when  it  was  used 
as  an  argument  that  llie  consulting  of  the 
con  venience  of  the  members  of  the  learn- 
ed profession  was  one  of  the  reasons  for 
determining  on  rebuilding  on  the  old  site, 
that  the  sittings  of  the  Courts  at  West- 
minster Hall  were  not  continuous  during 
the  whole  period  of  the  Session,  but  only 
during  Term.  The  different  Courts  of 
Equity  during  the  other  portions  of  the 
year  held  their  sittings  in  the  neighbour* 
hood  of  Lincoln's  Inn  :  and  the  Court  in 
which  his  practice  laid  held  a  great  part 
of  its  sittings  at  the  other  end  of  the  town, 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the 
Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London.  Having 
said  thus  much  as  regarded  the  members 
of  the  bar,  he  would  refer  to  another  class 
of  professional  persons — namely,  attor- 
neys, to  whom  he  believed  the  proximity 
of  the  Courts  of  Law  to  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  was  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance. When  the  Houseof  I^rds  was 
sitting  in  its  judicial  capacity,  and  when 
Committees  of  both  Houses  were  also 
sitting,  j[  was  a  matter  of  great  import- 
ance to  the  members  of  the  professioa  to 
which  he  referred,  that  the  places  where 
their  busine'iS  required  them  to  be  present, 
should  not  be  severed.  As  to  professional 
men.  Members  of  the  House,  he  need 
hardly  remark,  that  none  of  them  could 
practise  before  Committees  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Keartle}/  laid,  that  after  what  had 
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iallen  from  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  in  reply  to  the  boa. 
Member  for  Middlesex,  it  must  be  evident 
to  every  oae  that  the  observationa  of  the 
bon.  Member  were  nothing  but  humbug — 
■heer  humbug.  With  the  pretensions  of 
that  hon.  Member,  on  all  occasions,  to  a 
peculiar  desire  for  economy,  he  must  say 
that  when  the  hon.  Member  talked  about 
the  loss  of  3,000/.  being  a  matter  of  no 
importance  he  certainly  was  not  acting  an 
honest  part,  ["  Oh!  ohl"  "  Chair  t"  and 
laaghttT.'j 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  hon.  Member 
must  be  aware  that  it  was  not  right  for 
him  to  apply  to  any  other  hon.  Member 
the  terms  of  which  he  bad  just  made  use. 

Mr. Kearsley — I  cannot  speak  differently 
from  what  I  think. 

The  'Speaker— The  language  made  use 
of  by  the  hon.  Member  is  not  such  as 
ought  to  be  beard  within  the  walls  of  this 
Hoaie.  I  feel  that  it  is  my  duty  to  inter- 
pose, and  submit  it  to  the  judgment  of 
the  House,  whether  or  not  such  language 
should  be  allowed.  The  hon.  Member 
has  imputed  dishonesty  to  another  hon. 
Member,  and  that  certainly  is  not  a  term 
fit  to  be  nsed  here. 

Mr.  Kearsley — T  trust  1  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  that  I  think  that  if  I  had 
acted  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Middlesex 
has  done,  I  should  not  have  been  acting 
an  honest  part.    [Cries  of  Chair  !  chair  /] 

The  Speakar— Am  I  to  understand  that 
the  hoD.  Member  means  to  retract  the 
expression  of  which  be  has  made  use? 

Mr.  Kearslejf—"  I  cannot  say  what  I 
don't  think."  [Loud  calls  of  Chair .'] 

Mr,  Thotnoi  Altwood  observed,  that  if 
the  hon.  Member  had  used  unparliamen~ 
tary  language,  he  was  quite  sure  that  the 
hon.  Member  had  meant  nothing  towards 
the  hon.  Member  for  Middlesex  personally, 
although  the  word  "  unfair"  might  have 
been  used  as  applied  to  the  course  of  con- 
duct pursued  without  any  infringement  on 
the  rules  of  Parliamentary  procedure.  The 
phrase  used  by  the  hon.  Member  was 
(iertainly  one  not  fit  for  the  society  of 
Gentlemen,  and  he  hoped  that  an  expla- 
nation would  be  aSbrded. 
'  Mr.  Kearaley — My  remark  was  intended 
to  apply  to  the  argument  of  the  hon. 
Member,  and  not  to  himself.  I  know 
rery  well  the  point  I  wanted  to  come  at, 
and  did  not  want  the  Birmingham  bridge 
to  carry  me  safe  over. 
'  Mr.  Thmoi  Attwood  was  very  b^p; 
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that  the  discussion  had  passed  off  in  this 
pleasant  and  convivial  manner.  With 
respect  to  the  subject  under  discussion, 
he  (Mr,  Attwood)  said  that  be  was  opposed 
to  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Middlesex,  because  he  thought  that  the 
historical  associations  of  six  hundred  years 
ought  not  to  be  disregarded  in  the  choice 
of  a  situation  for  the  new  Houses  of 
Parliament,  nor  that  any  unnecessary 
departure  should  be  made  from  a  spot  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  liberties  of 
the  people  of  England  as  the  present.  The 
Houses  of  Parliament  had  stood  on  their 
present  site  for  nearly  sis  hundred  years, 
and  be  hoped  they  would  stand  on  it  for  sis 
hundred  years  to  come. 

Lord  Robert  Qrosvenor  agreed  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Middlesex,  that  the  pre- 
sent site  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  was 
extremely  inconvenient,  and  he  thought 
great  advantage  would  be  derived  from 
the  erection  of  the  new  Houses  in  one  of 
the  situations  pointed  out  by  the  hon. 
Member.  Looking  at  the  list  of  hon. 
Members'  residences,  it  was  perfectly  clear 
that  the  present  position  of  the  Houses  was, 
to  nineteen  Members  out  of  twenty,  alto- 
gether out  of  the  way  and  inconvenient. 
The  free  circulation  of  air  was  a  matter  of 
the  utmost  importance  in  a  city  like  this, 
and  nothing  could  offer  greater  obstruction 
to  the  circulation  of  air  than  erecting  ft 
lofty  building  on  the  banks  of  a  river  such 
as  the  Thames,  in  a  neighbourhood  so 
choked  up  with  houses  as  that  part  of 
Westminster  was.  The  original  intention 
was  that  Westminster  Abbey  should  open 
to  the  River;  and  for  his  part  he  should 
prefer  seeing  that  done,  with  the  removal 
of  St.  Margaret's  Church,  which  was 
almost  an  eye-sore,  and  the  restoration  of 
St.  Stephen's  Chapel,  to  having  the  new 
Honses  of  Parliament  erected  on  the  pre- 
sent site.  Another  situation  might  easily 
be  chosen  for  the  purpose,  which  would 
not  be  liable  to  the  same  objection,  and 
he  mast  say  that  the;  should  not  be 
deterred  from  placing  a  building  intended 
for  national  purposes  in  a  position  which 
would  be  free  from  all  defects,  merely 
because  of  the  trifling  additional  ontlay  ot 
money  which  it  might  entail. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  that  tinless  some 
satisfactory  and  conclusive  reason  could 
be  given  for  adopting  the  proposal  of  the 
hon.  MemberforMiddIesex,itwonld  b«of 
importance  to  adhere  to  the  decision  which 
tbe  Hoate  b«d  Klieady  come  to,    Oa\f 
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Itit  Swsiou  thta  matter  bad  baen  referred 
to  a  competent  tribunal,  who  had  con- 
aidered  tfaia  particular  point,  and  b*  a 
majority  of  leventeen  had  deteriDiuea  to 
sdhere  to  the  existing  aite.  In  conse- 
quence of  that  decision,  all  the  architect! 
of  this  country  had  been  invited  in  free 
competition  to  lend  in  plane:  of  those 
lent  in  foor  had  been  selected,  and  the 
artiati  had  received  the  rewards  proposed. 
Having  taken  this  course,  it  did  appear 
thai  unless  some  cogent  reason  nere  given 
for  departing  from  their  decision,  it  ought 
to  be  adhered  to.  The  plans  sent  in  might 
b«  of  little  or  no  value  if  the  site  were 
changed,  for  they  were  all  drawn  in  refer- 
ence to  the  existing  site.  No  cogent  reason 
having,  in  his  opinion,  been  adduced,  the 
House  should  adhere  to  iheir  former  reio- 
lutions.  It  was  not  much  his  habit  to 
chear  the  hon.  Member  for  Birmingham, 
but  on  this  occasion  he  very  cordially 
mpplauded  the  sentiment  which  had  in- 
duced him  to  advocate  the  retention  of  a 
Bite  with  which  were  associated  many  of 
our  most  glorious  historical  associations. 
It  was  not  a  mere  difference  of  prejudices, 
but  ha  thought  it  would  always  be  a 
MtJtfactioD  to  the  feeliogs  of  [he  English 
people  to  know  the  site  of  the  ancient 
Palace  of  Westminster,  and  where  the 
British  Parlianieot  had  for  so  long  a  time 
■at.  Let  them  just  consider  the  weigh  t  of  the 
argument  of  the  hot).  Member  for  Middle- 
aez.  The  boo.  Gentleman  said,  that  by 
erectiag  a  large  building  in  the  present 
situation  they  would  intercept  the  air,  and 
loae  an  hour's  light  every  evening;  but 
what  was  the  hon.  Member's  proposition  ? 
Why,  that  the  new  Houses  of  Parliament 
iboiild  be  placed  in  the  rear  of  the  Nati- 
ooal  Gallery,  with  that  building  to  the 
south.  The  hon.  Gentlainao  proposed  to 
benefit  them  in  point  of  air ;  but  he  must 
be  permitted  to  doubt  whether  placing 
them  in  the  mews,  behind  the  National 
Gallery,  would  be  any  improvemenL  But 
the  hon.  Gentleman  complained  that  the 
pFticiit  situation  was  unhealthy.  Had  it 
•rer  been  found  so !  He  did  not  think  it 
had;  and  what  was  more,  be  did  not  be- 
lieva  that  the  bittory  of  the  plague,  the 
cholera,  or  any  other  of  those  contagious 
disaaaes  which  had  visited  this  metropolis, 
funiiahed  any  auUiofity  for  supposing  that 
the  banks  of  the  river  were  unhealtby. 
It  was  said  that  the  currents  of  the  air 
induced  bf  the  tide  were  healthy,  and  if 
.\*  *^  ^Odld  not  M«mb«i  of  Ptrlift- 


ment  have  the  advantage  of  it?  Anothar 
objection  was,  that  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment were  too  remote  from  the  residence! 
of  the  Members ;  but,  instead  of  regarding 
that  as  an  objection,  he  considered  it  as 
an  advantage,  inasmuch  as  it  not  only  in- 
sured them  exercise,  but  the  House  an 
attendance,  which,  in  all  probability,  could 
not  be  obtained  if  their  residences  were 
at  hand.  It  was  also  said,  that  the  House 
was  loo  far  removed  from  what  Dr.  John- 
son called  that  "  great  confluence  of 
human  existence,"  Cbaring-cross ;  but  he 
much  doubted  whether  there  was  not  an 
advantage  in  being  removed  a  little  from 
BO  great  a  channel.  They  were  not  far 
out  of  the  way ;  and  he  thought  it  better, 
perhaps,  to  be  situated  where  they  were 
than  to  be  nearer.  It  appeared  to  bim 
that  if  in  other  respects,  the  advanta^ 
were  nearly  balanced,  seme  consideration 
was  due  to  the  habits  of  the  people  with 
reference  to  the  present  site,  and  also  to 
the  property  invested  in  the  immediate  vi- 
cinity. If,  as  a  consequence  of  adopting 
the  recommendation  of  the  hon.  MemLier 
for  Middlesex,  they  were  to  pull  down  St. 
Margaret's  church,  and  to  build  new 
courts  in  Lincoln's  Inn-fields,  unless  some 
particular  advantage  were  thus  to  be  se- 
cured, considerations  of  economy  would, 
rather  induce  them  to  maintain  things  at 
they  were.  Ha  thought  it  one  important 
recommendation  of  the  present  situation, 
that  it  enabled  the  election  Committees, 
which  were  appointed  after  a  general 
election,  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  the 
most  eminent  members  of  tha  legal 
profeaajoa. 

Mr.  Hawei  was  rather  arersa  to  having 
the  site  altered.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
all  the  plans  laid  before  the  Committea 
ought  to  be  submitted  to  public  inspection, 
and  that  his  Majesty's  Government  ought 
to  afford  facilities  for  such  an  exhibition. 
The  artists  whose  plans  had  not  been 
adopted  were,  he  believed,  desirous  of  an 
opportunity  of  exhibiting  their  works,  but 
he  thought  the  public  should  be  allowed 
to  inspect  also  the  plans  which  had  been 
selected.  The  estimated  cost  to  the  ar- 
tists of  the  nioety-seven  plana  sent  in, 
was  not  less  than  25,000f. 

Mr.  Roebuck  supported  the  Amendment. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  bad  remarked  that 
one  hon.  Gentleman  complained  of  tha 
present  site  as  low  and  unhealthy,  while 
another  had  urged  that  from  the  river 
thei«  was  a  current  of  fit^  «ir,  which, 
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initead  of  being  obitructed  by  higl>  build- 
ings, as  at  preient,  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
circulate  through  the  town.  There  naa, 
however,  no  inconiiitency  in  their  argu- 
ment!. When  a  site  was  below  a  certaia 
level,  a  current  of  air  might  blow  over  it, 
and  be  exceedingly  heoeficial  to  more  re- 
mote parts  of  the  town,  while  the  site 
iuelf  Tensined  very  unheallhy.  A  refei- 
ence  had  been  made  to  history,  but  be 
dioagfat  there  was  not  much  in  the  histori- 
cal recoUectioni  coooecled  with  this  site  to 
cndesr  it  to  the  people  of  England, 

Mr.  Ewart  said,  the  question  was,  which 
was  the  beat  situation!  He  should  say 
that  the  present  was  not  the  best,  because 
the  whole  neighbourhood  was  choked  up 
with  houses.  St.  James's  being  free  from 
this  objection,  he  thought  it  the  more 
eligible  position.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
tbey  ought  not  to  hesitate  lo  reconiider 
the  subject  merely  foet;ause  the  plans  had 
been  sent  in. 

The  House  divided — on  the  original 
motion  Ayes  141 ;  Noes  42 ;  Majority 
99. 

LittuftktlfioeA. 
Acheion,  Lord  O'Brien,  C. 

Aglionby,  H.  A.  Olipbaol,  L. 

BaMwin,  Dr.  PatiUon,  J. 

Baieson,  Sir  R.  Pease,  J. 

Bish,  T.  Poller,  R. 

Bowrine,  Dr.  Pryse,  P. 

Brocklehunt,  3.  Roche,  D. 

BrothertoD,  J.  Roebuck,  J.  A. 

Buckingham,  J,  S.  Scholefield,  J. 

DillwjD,  L.  Strati,  E. 

Fector,  J.  Thompson,  T.  P. 

GUIon,  W.  D:  lliompson,  B. 

Gtyane,  Sir  S.  Tulk,  C.  A. 

Grosvenor,  L.  R.  Verney,  Sit  H. 

Drote,  G.  Wnkley.T. 

Handley,  H.  Wallace,  R. 

Hindley,  C.  Wigney,  I. 

King,  E.  Williams,  W. 

I«nDox,  Lord  A,  Williams,  Sir  T. 

Lennox,  Lord  G.  Telleis. 

Uaishall,  W.  Hume,  J. 

Morth.  F.  Ewart,  W. 

O'Brien,  W.  S: 
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Nationai.  Edkcatiok — (laBLAim.)^ 
The  Earl  of  Roden  was  extremely  anxi- 
ous to  avail  himself  of  the  earliest  oppor« 
tunily  which  offered  itself  in  the  present 
Session  of  putting  certain  questions  as  a 
prelude  to  the  introduction  of  a  subject 
which,  in  his  estimation,  was  a  most  im- 
portant one,  and  involved  in  its  resnlti 
the  most  vital  interests  of  society.  Th« 
best  manner  in  which  he  conceived  be 
could  introduce  the  subject  to  tbeir  Lord- 
ships, was  by  putting  certain  questions  to 
his  Majesty's  Ministers.  He  bad  to  apolo- 
gize to  the  noble  Marquess  opposite  (Lans- 
downe)  for  selecting  him  as  tbe  person 
through  whom  to  put  those  questions  ( 
bat  when  he  remembered  tbe  deep  interest 
which  tbe  noble  Marquess  had  always 
taken  in  the  subject  of  Irish  education  ha 
felt  he  could  not  make  a  better  setectbn  i 
and  though  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
differ  from  the  noble  Marquess  in  tba 
conclusions  to  which  they  came  upon  th« 
subject,  still  he  had  to  thank  the  nobl« 
Marquess  for  the  courtesy  which  be  always 
exhibited  in  discussing  the  subject,  and  to 
admit  that  the  noble  Marquess  had  been 
ever  most  ready  to  furnish  every  informa- 
tion, for  which  be  (the  Earl  of  Eoden) 
tendered  his  sincerest  acknowledgment. 
Their  Lordships  would  remember  that 
early  in  the  last  Session,  when  his  (th« 
Est!  of  Roden's)  friends  sat  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  House,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  move  for  the  production  of  certaia 
papers  connected  with  the  sul^ect  of  na- 
tional education  in  Ireland,  which  he  then 
and  now  believed  to  be  of  the  almost  im- 
portance to  enable  him  to  form  a  fall  and 
impartial  judgment  upon  the  subject.  H* 
had  waited  during  the  whole  Session,  and 
yet,  notwithstanding  his  anxiety  upon  tha 
subject,  he  could  not,  during  the  entire 
penod,  procure  those  papers  to  be  laid 
upon  tbe  Table  of  the  Uoiue.    H«  ha4 
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felt  it  his  duty  more  than  once  to  urge  the 
Miniitry,  towatde  the  close  of  the  Seasioo, 
to  procure  those  returns  from  the  Com- 
ratuioners ;  and  it  mould  be  in  the  recol- 
lection of  their  Lordships,  that  the  noble 
Marquess  had  stated  in  his  place  that  it 
was  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  he  laid 
the  Papers  on  the  Table  ;  but  their  Lord- 
ships must  also  remember  that  the  noble 
Marquess  further  added  there  was  one 
paper  which  he  regretted  it  was  not  in  his 

Ewer  to  produce,  the  Commissioners  not 
ing  able  to  furnish  it.  That  paper  was 
one  with  which  more  thanany  other,  he 
was  desirous  to  be  furoiahed,  as  it  was  the 
one  which  was  the  most  important  to  him 
in  putting  forward  bis  arguments  on  this 
■ubject.  The  paper  to  which  he  allu- 
ded was  a  return  of  the  names  of  the 
children  attending  the  schools,  with  a 
statement  distinguishing  the  religion  of 
each  child.  It  was  a  point  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  hare  such  a  document, 
as  upon  it  he  should  found  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  his  argument.  He  was 
satisfied  that  the  system  of  National  Edu- 
cation in  Ireland  never  would  be  adapted 
to  the  feelings,  the  priociples,  end  the 
wants  of  the  Protestant  population  of  that 
country.  There  must  be  some  reason  for 
Wishing  to  withhold  this  important  docu- 
ment. He  did  not  wish  to  pronounce  a 
censure  against  any  person,  but  the  Com- 
missioners ought  to  have  produced  the 
document.  There  could  be  no  difficulty 
in  procuring  such  a  document,  inasmuch 
U  one  day  during  erery  week  the  scholars 
Were  separated  from  each  other  for  the 
purposes  of  religious  instruction.  He  again 
tanit  repeat,  that  under  those  circum- 
■tances,  and  seeing  how  easily  the  docu- 
ment could  be  obtained,  there  must  be  some 
motive  unknown  to  the  House,  unknown 
perhaps,  to  the  noble  Lords  opposite,  but 
certainty  well  known  to  the  Commissioners, 
why,  up  to  the  present  hour,  the  document 
was  so  pertinaciously  withheld.  One  of 
the  questions  which  he  wished  to  pnt  to  the 
boble  Marquess  was  with  reference  to  this 
subject.  There  was  another  question  also 
to  which  he  was  aniffous  to  have  an 
answer.  Since  the  House  bad  met,  the 
second  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Irish  Education  had  been  laid  on  the  Table 
of  the  House.  He  held  it  in  his  hand, 
bat  in  referring  to  it,  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  enter  into  any  discussion,  as  an 
opportunity  would  soon  be  afforded  of 
QpeQiDg  up  th«  whole  But^ect.  There  w«ie, 


however,  one  or  two  points  in  the  Report 
to  which  he  was  desirous  of  calling  their 
Lordbhips'  attention.  The  Report,  after 
slating  the  great  success  which  the  new 
institution  had  met  with  in  Ireland,  by 
the  union  of  so  many  persons  of  all  classes 
of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  proceeded  to  set 
forth,  that  "  the  Commissioners  may  safely 
conclude,  that  the  new  system  of  education 
has  proved  generally  beneficial,  and  accept- 
able to  Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics, 
according  to  their  respective  calling." 
That  assertion,  however,  he  would  take 
the  liberty  of  denying.  The  Corainis- 
sioners  further  said ,"  That  though,  from  a 
misapprehension  of  the  rule  on  which  tha 
system  is  founded,  it  originally  met  with 
much  opposition,  yet  it  has  succeeded  be- 
yond our  highest  enpectation,  and  reason- 
able men  of  all  parties  are  daily  manifest- 
ing their  approbation  of  it."  It  was  his 
happiness  and  his  pitvilege  to  live  in  Ire- 
land, amongst  people  of  all  classes,  and 
he  trusted  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
meeting  with  reasonable  men.  Now,  hs 
should  like  to  know  where  those  reason.! 
able  men  were  to  be  found  of  whom  these 
Commissioners  had  spoken  in  their  Report. 
He  should  be  glad  to  argue  the  case  with 
them  in  a  reasonable  manner;  and  if  they 
could  convince  him  that  the  system  now 
adopted  was  suited  to  the  wants  of  the 
Protestants  of  Ireland,  and  was  worthy  of 
the  support  of  a  Protestant  country,  at 
well  for  the  benefit  of  Protestants  as  of 
Roman  Catholics,  then  he  would  unite 
with  those  reasonable  men,  and  give  up 
all  further  opposition.  He  felt  the  greatest 
respect  for  those  Commissioners,  and  for 
none  more  than  for  the  noble  Duke  oppo- 
site ;  but  he  entirely  differed  from  them 
when  he  looked  at  the  conclusion  to  which 
they  had  come.  From  the  situation  in 
which  he  was  placed — from  the  anniety 
which  he  had  always  felt  for  the  proper 
education  of  the  people — from  the  convic- 
tion  hehadeverentertained  that  his  was  one 
of  the  most  important  subjects  that  could 
be  debated  within  the  walls  of  their  Lord- 
ships' House,  he  conceived  that  he  was 
as  capable  as  any  of  these  Commissioner! 
of  forming  a  just  judgment  as  to  what  were 
the  feelings  of  the  resident  gentlemen  of 
Ireland  on  tbia  difficult  question.  The 
Report  proceeded  to  recommend  the  sys> 
tern  in  the  strongest  terms, and  called  for  a 
very  large  expenditure  of  the  public  money 
to  support  permanently  the  new  system  of 
edncatioD.  He  beliered  tha^  thecouotry  wat 
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little  aware  of  that  fact,  and  he  believed 
that  many  of  those  who  now  beard  him 
knew  nothing  about  it.  What  did  the 
Commissioners  say  ?  They  state,  "  We 
come  now  to  consider  the  number  of 
acbools  that  will  be  wanting,  and  we  are 
of  opinion  that  5,000  National  Schools 
shonld  be  established,  each  to  be  pkced 
tinder  a  competent  teacher.  It  will  take 
about  nine  years  to  establish  that  number, 
and  the  expense  will  necessarily  vary  from 
year  to  year."  They  then  gave  a  table  of 
the  expense  that  would  be  incurred  in  the 
firit  nine  years,  which  he  would  read  to 
their  Lordships.  The  first  year  would 
require  47,224^ ;  the  second,  134,324/.; 
the  third,  230,900;. ;  the  fourth,  259,400^. ; 
t1iefifth,290.400I.;lhesixth,324,900f.;the 
seventh,  224,400;. ;  the  eighth,  216,900;. ; 
and  the  ninth,  215,400/."  And  then  the 
Commissioners  add,  that  after  this  period 
of  nine  years,  the  boilding  of  schou)  houses 
would  cease  to  be  an  annual  charge,  and 
that  the  annuel  expenditure  for  maintain- 
ing the  system  would  be  about  200,000/. 
This  enormous  sum  they  would  be  enlled 
on  to  pay  for  the  purpose  of  upholding  a 
■ystem  which  he  W!ls  convineea  would  be 
the  cause  of  greet  mischief  and  misery  in 
the  country.  He  was  not  vain  enough  to 
suppose  that  anything  which  he  could  say 
or  suggest  on  the  subject,  was  likely  to 
alter  the  opinion  which  Ministers  had 
formed  with  reference  to  this  question, 
and  to  which,  doubtless,  they  conceived 
it  to  be  their  duty  to  adhere.  But  knowing, 
as  be  did,  the  opinions  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  of  Scotland, 
and  of  Ireland,  having  loaded  the  Titble  of 
the  House  wiih  petitions  against  this 
measure,  he  could  not  bu  I  ft- c1  it  to  behisim- 
peraltve  duty  lo  take  this  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  entering  his  protest  against 
this  system,  and  against  this  Report.  He 
certainly  should  conceive  himself  to  be 
guilty  of  a  great  dereliction  of  a  solemn 
duty,  if  he  did  not  openly  state  his  views 
and  feelings  on  this  subject.  It  wns  not 
necessary  that  he  should  vindicate  himself 
on  account  of  the  course  which  he  had 
adopted.  He  was  not  actuated  by  any 
party  or  personal  views  or  feelings.  Hii 
freat  object  was  to  support  what  he  cod- 
ceived  to  he  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
He  bad  from  the  beginning  opposed  this 
system,  and  he  opposed  it  still,  because  he 
believed  that  those  who  brought  it  fornard 
had  entirely  miscalculated  the  benefit 
which   it  was    likely   to   produce.      He 
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always  was  of  opinion,  that  it  never  eould 
be  adopted  as  a  general  system  of  educa- 
tion M^IreJand.  After  three  years  of  trial 
— after  three  years  of  experience — it  had 
completely  failed  in  its  object.  It  was' 
proved  to  be  totally  unsuited  to  the  popu- 
lation of  Ireland.  It  was  a  system  that 
would  enable  the  priests  to  keep  down  and 
tyrannize  over  the  Roman  Catholic  popu- 
lation— it  was  a  system  that  would  have 
the  effect  of  stopping  the  Scriptural  edu- 
cation of  the  people  of  Ireland — it  was  a 
system  that  would  prevent  the  circulation 
of  that  Holy  Book,  which,  previous  to  the 
introduction  of  this  plan  of  nBtional  edu- 
cation had  made  very  considerable  pro- 
gress. In  short,  it  would  produce  a  famine 
of  the  Word  of  God  in  the  land,  which 
was  the  greatest  curse  that  could  be  in- 
flicted on  a  country.  He  bad  attentively 
read  the  history  of  his  country,  and  he 
had  found  it  there  stated,  that,  when 
Protestant  principles  were  upheld,  and 
properly  regarded  by  those  who  had  the 
management  of  public  affairs,  then  this 
country  was  respected  abroad,  and  enjoyed 
peace  and  tranquillity  at  home.  And  he 
had  also  read  in  the  same  history,  that 
when,  on  the  other  hand,  Protestant  prin- 
ciples were  sacrificed  by  a  Protestant  Go- 
vernment at  the  shrine  of  political  ex- 
pediency, then  it  was  found  that  this 
country  was  looked  down  upon  with  con- 
tempt by  the  surrounding  nations,  and 
neither  peace  nor  security  dwelt  within  her 
own  bounds.  He  therefore  rsised  his 
voice  in  their  Lordships'  House  against  this 
system,  and  he  would  warn  noble  Lordi 
opposite  to  consider  seriously  the  coarsa 
of  conduct  which  they  were  pursuing, 
which  in  his  mind  was  morally  and  politi- 
cally erroneous,  with  respect  to  Ireland. 
It  would,  if  persevered  in,  reduce  that 
country  to  a  worse  state  than  she  had  ever 
before  been  placed  in,  since  it  manifestly 
would  in  the  end  have  the  effect  of  denying 
toleration  to  the  Protestant  faith.  The 
great  point  for  Ireland  was,  to  extend 
Scriptural  education  to  the  rising  genera- 
tion of  Ireland.  That  species  of  education 
had  beeo  advancing,  perhaps  imperceptibly, 
but  without  a  doubt  surely,  until  this  new 
system  was  mtroduced.  The  StatesmoD 
who  overlooked  this  great  principle  as  the 
proper  means  of  upholding  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  country,  was  supporting 
himself  in  bis  own  melancholy  delusion. 
But  he  hoped  the  Protestant  people  of 
Eifgland  and  Scotland  would  lake  tbe 
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«uUect  into  their  leriotit  comideratioD, 
and  would  use  every  mebM  in  their  power, 
by  addreuiog  their  LordBhins  in  nuroerotis 
petitions,  to  ahow  that  they  were  not 
amongst  the  number  of  those  reasonable 
men  who  were  spoken  of  by  the  Com- 
misaioners  as  having  changed  their  minds 
on  the  vital  subject  of  Scriptural  educa- 
tion. The  questions  he  hsd  to  put  were 
these — whether  the  noble  Marquess  would 
be  so  Lind  as  to  add  means  for  laying  on 
their  Lordships'  Table  those  papers  moved 
for  last  year,  respecting  the  number  of 
children  who  attend  those  schools,  dis- 
tinguishing their  religious  profession  ;  and 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  adopt  the  sugges- 
tion contained  in  the  Report,  and  to  grant 
the  sum  of  money  yearly  which  the  Com- 
missioners proposed  ? 

The  Marquess  of  Lantdovme  hoped 
that  he  should  be  able  to  satiafy  the  noble 
Earl  on  the  two  points  to  which  his  ques- 
tions referred.  The  noble  Earl  only  did 
him  justice  when  he  supposed  that  he  was 
ready  to  furnish  such  authentic  informa- 
tion as  the  noble  Lord  required,  either  to 
satisfy  his  natural  curiosity,  as  a  Member 
of  that  House,  or  upon  which  to  found  an 
argument  in  support  of  his  opinions.  With 
respect  to  the  first  question,  he  had  to 
remind  their  Lordships,  that  towards  the 
.close  of  the  last  Session,  when  he  called 
their  Lordships'  attention  to  the  docu- 
ments which  he  laid  upon  the  Table  from 
the  Commissioners  of  Public  Instruction 
in  Ireland,  he  remarked  upon  the  fact, 
that  although  the  information  in  the  Re- 
ports was  abundant  and  accurate,  still  the 
particular  answer  to  the  first  question  of 
the  noble  Earl  was  not  given.  He  coul ' 
not  answer  that  question  then,  neithi 
could  he  answer  it  now.  He  should  si 
io  ft  few  words  why  it  was  not  in  h 
power,  or  in  that  of  any  other  person  i 
any  department  of  the  Government,  i 
produce  the  information  required  by  the 
noble  Earl.  In  order  to  satisfy  the  noble 
Earl,  he  had  endeavoured  to  make  himself 
acquainted  with  the  objection  which  was 
made  against  instituting  such  an  inquiry 
as  he  wished  for,  and  he  found  that  it  wat 
completely  impossible  to  procure  the  in' 
formation  sought  by  the  noble  Earl  with 
any  fair  degree  of  accuracy.  The  Com- 
tniltioners  were  appointed  to  administer 
a  certain  system  of  education — a  system 
of  education  which  included  Protestant 
Mid  Ottbolk,  tnd  the  great  meiit  of  ivWch 


vat,  that  it  provided  for  each  description 
of  scholars,  without  making  any  distinc- 
tion on  the  score  of  religion.  Now,  the 
Commissioners  engaged  in  that  special 
work,  and  acting  under  that  particular 
rule,  felt  that  they  were  not  called  on  to 
make  that  particular  return  to  which  the 
noble  Earl  had  referred.  They  conceived, 
that  to  make  such  a  return  would  be  to 
invest  themselves  with  functions  not  only 
alien  to,  but  inconsistent  with,  the  views 
which  they  had  been  directed  to  carry  into 
eifect.  Their  functions  were,  to  administer 
this  system  of  education  to  all  children,  to 
administer  it  according  to  a  certain  rule, 
which  applied  equally  to  Catholics  and 
Protestants ;  and  they  felt  that  if,  in 
compliance  with  any  desire  to  institute 
this  speoies  of  inquisition,  to  state  what 
children  were  Protestants  and  what  Ca- 
tholics, they  proceeded  to  make  such  a 
class i6cation,  they  would  be  introducing 
and  renewing  those  very  distinctions  which 
they  were  directed  to  avoid.  There  were 
circumstances  under  which  they  might 
possibly  have  made  an  imperfect  return, 
if  they  had  proceeded  on  the  rules  origi- 
nally laid  down — one  of  these  rules  being, 
that  Protestant  and  Catholic  children 
should  be  compelled  to  attend  divine  ser- 
vice where  they  were  educated.  If  that 
rule  had  been  enforced,  it  would  have 
enabled  the  Commissioners  to  make  some- 
thing like  an  accurate  return.  That  rule 
was,  however,  speedily  abandoned.  Indi- 
viduals who  held  sincere  religious  and 
moral  opinions  objected  against  using 
compulsion  to  make  children  attend. 
That  very  important  part  of  education  did 
not  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Commissioners.  There  were  certain  days 
in  the  week  when  the  Protestant  clergy- 
man had  the  right,  and  he  wished  that 
ihey  oftener  exercised  it,  of  giving  reli- 
gious instruction  to  those  of  the  children 
attending  the  schools  who  belonged  to  his 
congregation,  and  on  other  days  the  Ca- 
tholic priest  had  the  same  liberty  with 
respect  to  those  who  professed  his  faitt); 
but  the  master,  acting  under  the  Commis- 
sioners, had  no  power  to  make  any  inquiry 
upon  tlie  subject.  It  was,  therefore,  im- 
possible for  the  Commissioners  to  make 
such  a  return  as  the  noble  Earl  called  for. 
If  the  noble  Eail  was  desirous  of  founding 
an  argument  on  the  proportion  of  Pro- 
testants, as  compared  with  Catholics,  who 
attended  those  schools,  he  was  at  liberty 
to  tlo  BO,  and  it  woaM  be  sdmitlAd  on  the 
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til*  HiniiteriBl  lide  of  tbe  Honn.  The; 
all  knew  the  enonnouB  prepoaderance  of 
tbe  Roman  Catholic  over  the  Proteitant 
population,  particularly  amongst  the  lower 
orders,  for  whom  this  system  of  education 
wa*  eipecially  intended;  and  of  course 
tbe  nurat>er  of  Catholics  who  received 
education  at  these  schools  would  be  far 
f^eater  than  the  number  of  Protestanti. 
To  say,  however,  that  Protestant  children 
derived  no  benefit  at  all  from  those  schools 
was  manifestly  incorrect.  In  different 
parts  of  the  country  many  Protestant 
children  were  educated  at  those  schools ; 
and  if  the  noble  Earl  would  look  at  the 
Report,  he  would  find  that  in  the  province 
of  Ulster,  the  most  Protestant  portion  of 
Ireland,  Hpplicattons  for  the  establishment 
of  new  scboois  had  been  signed  by  260 
Protestant  clergymen.  This  showed  that 
the  BTitem  bad  been  beneficial.  The 
noble  Earl's  second  qiiesiion  had  reference 
to  a  much  more  extended  scale  of  educa- 
tion, as  he  found  the  suggestion  detailed 
in  the  Report,  A  particular  instruction 
had  been  given  to  those  Commissioners, 
to  report  as  to  the  extent  to  which  it  was 
possible  to  carry  this  system  of  education 
throughout  tbe  whole  country.  A  sum 
was  mentioned  by  them  which  undoubtedly 
Parliament  would  not  think  of  granting 
without  the  most  mature  examination,  and 
the  most  minute  attention  to  the  subject 
in  ail  its  branches.  It  was  to  be  remem- 
bered, however,  that  the  suggestion  had 
not  yet  been  taken  into  consideration. 
The  proposition  had  not  vet  been  brought 
before  Parliament,  but  that  the  estimate 
was  inserted  in  the  Report  because  it  was 
always  important  that  such  information 
■houid  be  in  the  possession  of  Parliament. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  state  that  any 
intention  had  been  formed  by  the  Goveru- 
ment  of  proposing  to  Parliament  any  such 
scale  of  expenditure  as  that  laid  down 
in  the  Report,  but  he  had  no  hesitation  tn 
saying,  such  was  his  conviction  of  the 
benefit  which  this  system  was  producing 
at  tbe  present  moment,  that  he  trusted 
from  some  source  or  other,  funds  would 
be  raised,  at  no  diatant  period,  for  carrying 
the  plan  into  the  most  extensive  effect. 
He  sincerely  hoped  that  Parliament  would 
be  induced  to  extend  the  funds  which  had 
been  applied  to  the  important  object  of 
educating  and  civiliEing  tbe  lower  classes 
of  the  people,  and  of  reconciling  by  that 
means  the  different  portions  of  the  popu- 
lation lo  eaob  other.  The  ooble  Earl  said, 
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he  did  not  know  of  any  benvfit  arinng 
from  this  system.  Why,  the  noble  Eail 
would  fitid  that  at  this  moment,  restricted 
and  narrowed  as  the  operation  of  the 
system  was,  not  less  than  200,000  children 
were  in  the  course  of  receiving  practical 
education  under  it.  That  system  of  educa- 
tion was  founded  on  the  su^estion  con- 
tained in  the  Report  of  1812,  subscribed 
to  which  he  found  the  names  of  all  the 
most  distinguished  Prelates  of  that  day  in 
Ireland.  He  would  read  one  paragraph, 
which  would  show  how  consistently  the 
Commissioners  were  carrying  the  sugges- 
tion of  those  reverend  personages  into 
effect.  In  page  65  of  that  Report  it  was 
set  forth,  "  that  selections  might  be  made 
on  which  the  roost  important  parts  of 
Scripture  history  should  be  included,  to- 
gether with  all  the  precepts  of  morality, 
and  instructive  examples  by  which  those 
precepts  were  illustrated  and  enforced,  and 
which  would  not  be  subject  to  Iheobjectiona 
that  had  been  made  against  the  nse  of 
the  whole  Scriptures.''  The  Commis- 
sioners stated  further,  "that such  a  volume 
of  extracts  from  the  sacred  writings  would 
in  their  opinion  form  tbe  best  preparation 
for  that  more  extended  and  particular 
religious  instruction  which  it  would  be  the 
duty,  and  he  doubted  not  the  inclination 
alio,  of  the  several  mioisters  of  religion 
to  give  at  proper  times  end  in  proper 
places  to  the  children  of  their  reapective 
districts,"  To  this  be  found  signed 
"William  Armagh;  Charles  Casbel ; 
James  Killala ;  and  J.|L.  Foster.  He  could 
not  believe  that  the  attempt  to  carry  into 
effect  the  principle  recommended  by  such 
high  authorities  would  be  attended  with 
other  than  beneficial  results.  In  a  country 
without  roads,  with  large  bogs  and  rivers, 
and  where  much  was  to  be  encountered  in 
endeavouring  to  procure  education,  a  great 
improvement  had  taken  place.  No  person 
could  now  travel  in  Ireland  without  seeing 
the  great  reform  it  had  worked  in  tbe 
moral  and  religious  feelings  of  the  people. 
The  system  was  placed  in  an  intelligible 
shape,  and  provided  for  in  amanner  which 
ensured  to  that  remote  and  miserable  po- 
pulation the  blessings  of  that  species 
of  education  which  all  those  Learned 
Prelates,  twelve  or  sixteen  years  ago, 
pointed  out  as  that  which  might  be 
applicable  to  the  whole  population  of 
Ireland.  This  was  a  btesaing  which  he 
hoped  Parliament  would  endeavour  to 
impart  to  all  the  counti; ;  ud  althoiigh 
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lie  wu  not  prepared  to  go  the  lengtli 
of  adopting  the  Byslem  of  the  CotnmiB- 
sioDera  to  the  extent  to  which  it  might  be 
cairied,  yet  he  would  state  to  the  Home 
and  the  coantry  that  he  was  prepared  to 
give  still  futther  effect  to  that  which  he 
considered  was  the  greatest  of  all  possible 
bleuiags.  He  was  sorry  he  was  not  able 
to  give  the  noble  Earl  opposite  more  full 
or  auihenticinforniatlon. 

The  Bishop  of  Exeter,  although  there 
was  no  question  before  the  House,  would, 
with  their  Lordships'  permission,  trespass 
for  a  short  time  upon  their  attention.  He 
had  listened  to  the  noble  Marquess,  as  he 
always  did  listen  to  him,  with  the  greatest 
attention  and  respect.  He  felt  satisfied 
that  what  the  noble  Marquess  had  said  lie 
laid  with  the  utmost  candour,  and  he  be- 
lieved it  was  the  sincere  desire  of  the  noble 
Marquess  to  endeavour  to  promote  the 
best  interests  of  the  countr;  by  supporting 
the  system  of  National  Education  in  Ire- 
laud.  He  believed  too  that  it  was  with 
the  utmost  sincerity  that  the  noble  Mar- 
quesi  expressed  the  wish  that  be  had  it 
in  his  power  to  give  the  noble  Earl  the 
fttUest  possible  information  on  the  subject 
of  hit  inquiries  ;  he  must  have  this  wish, 
beingits  he  was,a  friend  to  the  systemof  na- 
tional education,  and  therefore  be  would 
put  it  to  the  noble  Marquess  whether 
great  doubts  were  not  likely  to  be  raised 
by  so  long  and  so  stubborn  a  silence  on 
a  question  of  such  cardinal  importance 
as  that  asked  by  the  noble  Earl  ?  He 
called  it  cardinal,  because  if  there  was  not 
a  due  proportion  of  Protestants  educated 
under  the  system,  thatsystem  could  not  be 
considered  to  have  been  successful.  Upon 
this  hinge  the  whole  merits  of  the  question 
turned,  and  therefore  it  was,  that  the 
friends  of  the  system  of  education  now  at 
work  in  Ireland  should  be  most  anxious 
to  answer  it.  The  responsibility  of  return- 
ing the  required  answer  rested  with  ten- 
fold weightupon  the  Commissioners  them- 
selves. But  the  Commissioners  had  re- 
mained silent  upon  this  point,  end  why 
bad  they  done  so  ?  because  they  knew  that 
there  was  no  fit  and  due  proportion  be- 
tween the  number  of  Protestant  and  Ro- 
man Catholic  children  who  partook  of  the 
benefits  of  the  national  system.  If  the 
Commissioners  were  not  actually  required 
to  make  this  inquiry,  there  was  nothing 
in  the  instructions  given  to  them  which 
prevented  them  doing  so.  On  the  con- 
trary ;  ai  the  DOble  Marquess,  wilh  th4t 


candour  which  distinguished  him,  had  in- 
formed the  House,  if  the  original  instruc- 
tions had  been  acted  upon  according  to  the 
rule  laid  downbyMr.  Stanley  in  his  instruc- 
tions to  the  Duke  of  Leinster.the  first  Com- 
missioner, the  information  sought  would 
have  been  obtained.  It  seemed  the  more 
surprising  that  the  Commissioners  should 
assert — First,  that  they  would  not  answer 
this  inquiry,  when  it  was  recollected  that  in 
the  papers  published  last  year,  being  the 
correspondence  between  Sir  Henry  Haid- 
iuge  and  the  Board  of  Education  in  Ire- 
land, the  Commissioners  asserted  that  it 
had  become  absolutely  necessary  to  with- 
draw the  national  support  from  the  Kildare- 
place  Society,  "  because  the  number  of 
Roman  Catholics  in  those  Schools  was 
quite  dtsproportioned  in  their  amount  to 
the  general  population  of  the  county." 
Now  he  had  taken  the  pains  to  refer  to  a 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Irish 
Education  Inquiry  of  1824,  with  respect 
to  the  number  of  Protestants  attending 
the  Kildare-street  Society's  Schools  in  ihe 
province  of  Ulster.  It  appeared  from  the 
Report  that  the  number  of  children 
attending  those  schools  amounted  on  the 
whole  to  55,967;  namely,  about  39,900 
Roman  Catholics  and  36,000  ProtesUnU 
— in  short,  in  the  proportion  of  fifteen  to 
thirteen.  In  makmg  this  statement,  ho 
did  not  mean  to  contend  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  population  of  that  province  did 
not  exceed  the  Protestant  in  a  higher  ratio 
than  fifteen  to  thirteen.  Ha  knew  that 
it  did,  and  happily  they  were  now  enabled 
to  state  the  exact  proportion,  for  they  had 
a  conclusive  authority  on  this  point 
— namely,  the  Report  of.  the  Public  in- 
struction  Committee — which  showed  th« 
proportion  of  Roman  Catholics  to  Protest- 
ants in  that  province  at  present  to  be  as 
62ito37i,  or  as  fiAeen  to  nine.  This 
then  was  the  proportion  which  the  Roman 
Catholic  scholars  in  the  National  Schools 
ought  to  bear  to  Protestants,  it  was  as  fif- 
teen to  nine.  If  they  greatly  exceeded  that 
proportion  no  man  could  say  that  the 
system  had  worked  well,  for  if  the  num- 
ber of  Protestants  attending  the  schoola 
had  decreased  much  below  9  to  15,  the 
Commissioners  had  established  a  rale 
against  themselves.  He  had  a  return 
which  had  been  sent  to  him  by  a  right 
reverend  Prelnte  in  Ireland — he  had  only 
received  it  yesterday  —  it  was  a  return 
relative  to  the  condition  of  a  rural  deanery 
in  bis  diocese.     He  should  not  mention 
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the  name  of  the  party  from  whom  he  had 
received  it,  for  unhappily  it  was  not  in 
those  doyi  safe  to  give  nntoriety  to  tin 
name  of  any  Protestant  Glereyman  ii 
Ireland,  but  he  should  be  most  happy 
Id  give  it  to  any  noble  I^rd  who 
might  require  it.  From  the  return, 
appeared  that  there  were  ten  National 
Schools  within  the  deanery  referred  to. 
These  sehools  were  attended  by  1,964 
Roman  Catholic  children,  and  by  not  one 
Protestant  child.  Within  the  same 
parishes,  constituting  ihe  deanery,  tl 
were  sixteen  scriptural  schools,  scripti 
schools!  What  an  antithesis  to  national 
schools!  "Why,  good  God!"  continuet 
the  right  reverend  Prelate,  "is  this  Eng- 
land 7  Is  this  Great  Britain,  a  Protestant 
kingdom,  in  which  we  are  to  be  told  that 
there  are  scriptural  schools,  as  rontradi 
tinguished  from  national  schools?  But  sue 
unhappily,  is  the  case."  In  the  sixiei 
schools  to  which  he  had  last  alluded  there 
were  537  ProtestBot  children ;  somewhat 
more  than  one-fourth  of  the  number  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  children  attending 
the  national  schools  in  this  district.  Of  the 
Roman  Catholics  attending  the  Scriptural 
schools  in  the  deanery  he  rejoiced  to  say 
that  they  were  no  fewer  than  145in  number. 
He  did  not  pretend  to  say  that  this  was  not 
rather  a  rare  example.  He  had  had  other 
returns  made,  from  which  he  inferred  that 
the  result  would  be  of  the  same  character, 
(hough  perhaps  not  ciuile  to  the  same 
extent.  In  the  face  of  such  statements  as 
these,  would  the  Irish  Commissioners 
ikulk  behind  the  plea  which  had  that 
night  been  set  up  for  them  and  refuse  to 
answer  the  question  of  the  noble  Earl  ? 
He  knew  that  it  must  be  extremely  painful 
tothenobleDuke,(theDul[eorLeinster)to 
be  prevented  by  any  cause  from  giving  an 
answer  to  an  inquiry  which  theCommission- 
ers  would  be  proud  to  answer,  if  it  ad- 
mitted of  an  answer  which  was  favourable 
to  their  system.  If  the  House  were  to 
present  an  Address  to  his  Majesty,  praying 
that  his  Majesty  would  desire  these  Com- 
missionen  to  make  the  inquiry  on  this 
point,  then  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
Commissioners  would  no  longer  object  to 
give  theanswers.Whathadtheroble  Duke's 
colleagues  said  on  this  subject  ?  His  Grace 
ihe  Archbishop  of  Dnblin  in  answer  to  a 
memorial  presented  to  him  by  the  Dean 
and  Chapter  of  his  Ciilhedral  made  use  of 
expressions  to  the  following  effect: — "I 
am  not  snnguine  an  lo  the  success  of  this 
VOL.  XXXI.  {£^} 
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measure,  yet  I  am  anxious  that,  at  all 
events,  its  failure  should  not  be  impnted  to 
us :  and  I  think  we  ought,  therefore,  to 
give  it  a  fair  trial.  [My  lords,  it  has  already 
had  a  trial  of  four  years.]  I  mean  by 
merely  offering  no  impediment  to  the  adop' 
;ion  of  the  plan  in  those  places  where 
Roman  Caiholics  and  Protestants  may 
agree  in  thinking  that  there  are  no  better 
means  of  accomplishingthe  objert."  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  then  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  now  a  noble  Lord  in  the  other 
House  (Lord  Stanley)  said,  that  one  main 
object  must  be,  to  unite  in  one  system 
children  ofdifferentcreeds.  Thatcertainly 
WHS  the  object,  and  whether  it  bad  suc- 
ceeded was  the  question  to  be  tried  before 
they  could  pronounce  whether  the  system 
itself  hnd  been  successful  or  not.  The 
other  Commissioner,  Dr.  Sadler,  had  ex- 
pressed similar  sentiments  in  a  letter,  pub- 
lished at  the  end  of  last  year,  and  addressed 
toaDr.Thorpe,  who  had  himself  published 
one,  inlitled,  "National  Schools  in  Ireland." 
He  spoke  of  the  way  in  which  the  Kildare- 
street  Society  had  failed,  and,  contrasting 
its  failure  with  the  success  of  the  new 
system,  he  said,  that  the  great  majority 
of  children  in  the  schools  of  the  Kildare- 
street  Society  were  Protestants,  and  that 
the  Society  had  failed  as  regarded  the 
Catholics.  The  Board  of  Education  was, 
therefore,  instituted  to  remedy  this  failure, 
"  and  was  in  rapid  projiress,"  said  the 
writer,  "of  succeeding  most  complelelv." 
Now  he  challenged  their  Commissionera 
to  prove  that  success,  of  which  they 
made  such  triumphant  boast.  He 
would  ask  the  noble  Marquess  to  lei 
the  question  at  issue  rest  entirely  on  the 
correctness  of  the  facts  contained  in  the 
statements  of  the  Commissioners.  He 
would  ask  him  to  give  up  his  case  if  he 
found  those  facts  incorrect.  Could  any 
proposition  be  fairer?  For  his  part  he 
(the  Bishop  of  Exeter)  was  ready,  if  the 
noble  Marquess  would  rest  his  case  on  the 
accuracy  of  the  statements  from  which  the 
Commissioners  drew  their  conclusions, 
there  to  leave  the  matter.  Nay,  he  would 
even  go  one  step  further.  He  would 
pledge  himself  to  admit  that  he  was  totally 
and  entirely  wrong  if  those  facts  were 
found  to  be  true  to  the  decree  of  one-half 
of  what  theyprofessed.  He  would  pledge 
■ '  self  to  show  that  those  affirmed  \'.«-\^ 
e  anything  but  facts.  Ofcourse  he  did 
impnie  intentional  fiction  to  those  who 
had  stated  them.     He  would  put  it  (o  the 
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nohle  Lord  whellipr,  in  the  Tace  of  thii 
House,  and  of  ihe  counlry,  (for  some 
how  or  other,  what  pasted  in  this  House 
^ot  out  to  the  country)  and  of  the  reason- 
able men  Dr»hom  we  liad  heard  so  much, 
he  would  refuse  lo  accept  his  propoailiou  ? 
Mii;ht  he  vpniure  lo  hope  for  an  aniwer  ? 
[The  right  reverend  Prelate  paused  for  a 
moment,  and  wm  answered  by  one  or  two 
crietofGoon."]  He  was  sorry  t.i  (ind  that 
he  harl  no  answer.  He  wnuM  then  make 
one  or  two  further  remarks,  and  first,  he 
bezi^ed,  in  dcnidi  of  the  noble  Marquess's 
poaiiion,  that  all  tr-dvellers  in  Ireland  had 
come  to  one  and  ihe  same  conclusion  in 
favor  of  ihe  new  sv^tem,  to  refer  him  to 
the  testimony  of  Mr,  inglis,  whose  work 
had  been  generally  held  entitled  to 
ronsiderabte  attention.  That  writer, 
liher^l  as  he  was,  had  said  distinctly 
■  hat  noihing  more  unfair  could  have 
been  thought  of  than  this  system  of 
educational  it  was  administered  in  Ireland. 
On  anoihrr  point,  the  perpetuity  of  this 
■yilem,  ihe  nolile  Marquess  had  expressed 
hi*  hope  that  funds  would  be  provided 
from  a  national  source,  for  their  constant 
•uppori  in  future. 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  observed, 
that  he  had  not  spoken  of  national  funds, 
or  funds  from  a  Dational  source,  for  that 
purpose. 

The  Bishop  of  Exeter  was  sorry  that 
the  noble  Marquess  had  not,  because  to 
him  it  seemed  but  right  that  a  national 
system  ahould  be  supported  from  nationat 
funds.  The  noble  Marquess  had  not 
said  nationnl  funds, butthat  "some  means 
would  be  found."  Now  this  expression, 
when  he  considered  the  noble  Marquess's 
disriaitner  of  the  phrase  "  national  funds," 
Blled  him  with  alarm.  The  expression  would 
not.  hovvever.have  struck  him  had  ilnot been 
for  the  language  used  at  a  puiilic  meeting  at 
Brislo!,  by  one  of  the  noble  Marquess's 
colleagues,  he  mennt  the  noble  Lord  Ihe 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Department,  who 
had  suggested  that  the  necessary  mode  of 
subduing' the  licentiousness,  the  tremendous 
state  of  morals,  the  thoroughly  disorganized 
condiiion  of  a  part  of  the  population  in 
Ireland,  their  aptitude  to  commit  murder, 
■nd  every  other  crime,  was,  by  introducing 
education  among  them.  The  funds  for 
thai  purpose  it  was  also  sugzested  were  to 
be  derived  from  the  supposed  surplus  to  be 
found  in  the  property  of  the  Church,  and 
guaranteed  at  present  by  no  less  than  ihe 
oath  ofbUMaJestytothePioteMaot  Clergy 


of  Ireland.  Tfit  were  the  intention,  boirever, 
of  his  .Majesty's  Government  to  persevere  ia 
the  system,  he  did  hope  that, for  decency's 
sake,  means  would  be  taken  to  procure  a  full 
and  adequate  inquiry;  and  that  before  a 
va-'^t  annual  charge  was  thrown  upon  any 
fund,  even  upon  the  National  Fund,  it 
would  be  made  to  appear  that  the  allega- 
tions in  the  Report  upon  which  ihe  recam- 
mendaiiiin  of  the  Commissioners  were 
founded,  were  correct  and  true.  He  hoped, 
100,  ihiit  measures  would  be  taken  to 
inquire  into  the  working  of  the  system  ; 
and  no  better  mode  could  be  adopted  than 
that  of  having  a  Committee  of  their  Lord- 
ships, to  sift  evidence  upon  oath  :  for  he 
would  not  conceal  from  them  his  firm  con- 
viction that  it  would  he  ihe  easiest  thing 
possible  to  show  lo  that  House,  and  to  the 
country,  that  this  national  system  of  edu- 
cation bad  been  made  the  means,  in  manr 
instances,  of  favouring  the  must  shameful 
political  agitation.  Another  evil  of  the 
present  system  was,  thai  it  frequently  com- 
pelled Protestant  children  to  witness  the 
ceremonials  of  a  religion  which  they  were 
bound  to  regard  as  superstitious  and  idol- 
atrous. That  both  these  evils  would  be 
proved  to  a  Committee  he  did  not  for  k 
moment  doubt,  and  he  again  repeated  that 
he  hoped  the  House  would  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee before  it  adopted  any  measures  on 
the  subject.  He  knew  an  instance  of 
one  school  of  512  scholars,  the  teachers 
of  which  were  four  monks.  After  two 
o'clock  the  priests  lau^httha  scholars  the 
Roman  Catholic  Catechism.  In  the  school- 
house  a  political  meeting  was  held  to 
arrange  about  the  tribute,  and  here  also 
a  dinner  was  given  to  Mr.  O'Connell. 
A  bust  of  the  t^me  Gentleman  wu 
placed  in  a  conspicuous  part  of  the  school- 
room. He  knew  of  another  school  which 
was  held  within  the  in  closure  of  a 
convent.  It  was  attended  by  127  girit, 
and  the  teachers  were  a  Roman  Catholic 
mistress  and  six  nuns.  That  no  Protei- 
tant  children  attended  such  a  school 
would  not  be  a  matter  of  much  surprise  to 
their  Lordships,  He  should  now  sit  down, 
relying  upon  the  hope  that  his  Majesty'a 
Government  would,  in  some  way  or  other, 
take  means  for  prosecuting  this  most  im- 
portant inquiry,  and  laying  the  informa- 
tion sought  for  by  the  noble  Lord,  before 
their  Lordships, 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  was  understood  lo 
say  that  be  rote  in  consequence  of  aome* 
thing  which  bad  fallen  from  the  light  reT> 
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Prelate  in  the  course  of  his  apeech,  to  in- 
quire of  the  right  rev.  Prelate  whether  he 
intended  to  intimate  that  the  moral  in- 
struction given  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
instructors  was  not  equally  in  accordance 
with  che  doctrines  of  Scripture  as  those  of 
the  Protestant  teachers  ? 

The  Bisl:opof£ie(ersaid,  that  the  noble 
Dulce  had  asked  him  a  question  in  a  man- 
ner which  demanded  of  him  a  most  re- 
spectful and  candid  reply.  What  he  had 
intended  to  say,  in  the  observations  to 
which  the  noble  Duke  appeared  to  refer, 
was,  that  in  Froteslant  schools  the  use  of 
the  Scriptures  was  held  to  be  an  essential 
medium  of  moral  instruction,  whilst  in 
Catholic  schools  the  contrary  was  the 
case.  The  children  in  Protestant  schools 
were  taught  to  look  into  the  Scriptures 
for  all  those  doctrines  and  moral  admoni- 
tions by  which  iheirdutyto  God  and  man 
was  regulated ;  whereas,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  noble  Duke  would,  he  felt 
assured,  admit  the  correctness  of  his  asser- 
tion ;  it  was  held  by  the  highest  Roman 
Catholic  authorities,  that  to  teach  Chris- 
tian duty  and  morals  by  the  use  of  the 
Scriptures  was  nnadviseable  and  mis- 
chievous.— [The  Duke  of  Norfolk  had 
never  heard  anyauthoritiesofthe  kind.] — 
He  would  refer  the  noble  Duke  to  the 
authority  of  Dr.  Doyle,  and  also  to  that 
of  Dr.  Murray,  who,  on  being  asked— he 
forgot  at  the  moment  whether  it  was  bv  a 
Committee  in  Parliament  in  1825,  or' by 
the  Commission  in  1824 — but  who,  on 
being  asked  the  question,  whether  he  did 
not  consider  our  Lord's  sermon  on  the 
Mount  the  best  compendium  of  Christian 
morality  existing,  and  whether  he  (Dr. 
Murray)  thought  it  had  better  be  read  as 
it  stood  in  the  Gospel,  or  inculcated  by 
means  of  books  of  religious  iostruclion,  as 
catechisms  and  such  like,  replied,  that  he 
had  not  been  able  lo  bring  up  his  mind  to 
believe  that  those  doctrines  could  be 
leanied  better  in  the  Scriptures  than  else- 
where, and,  therefore,  declined  answering. 

The  Earl  of  Winchihea  waa  extremely 
obliged  to  his  noble  Friend  for  having 
made  the  present  Motion.  He  thought 
that  the  present  system  of  education  in 
Ireland  would  lead  lo  the  destruction  of 
the  empire.  He  did  not  mean  lo  say.  that 
the  MiniBters  had  acted  wilfully  in  adopt- 
ing this  system.  He  had  warned  them 
•gainst  it ;  but  the  result  was  what  he  had 
all  along  expected,  namely,  that  the  Mt> 
nisten  bad  placed  themselves  in  the  hands 
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of  a  party  whose  object  was  to  sever  or 
to  destroy  the  empire. 

Lord  Plunkett  did  not  intend  to  pro- 
long this  very  irregular  discussion.  It 
was  not  his  intention  either  to  follow  the 
right  rev.  Prelate  who  had  addressed  the 
House  at  such  great  length  upon  a  mere 
question  asked  by  a  noble  Lord,  and  when 
there  waa  no  Motion  pending  before  the 
House.  There  were  one  or  two  points, 
however,  in  the  right  rev.  Prelate's  address, 
which  he  could  not  pass  over  nnnotieed. 
The  right  rev.  Prelate  regretted  that  the 
Commissioners  had  not  made  anv  ii  qui- 
ries  as  to  the  relative  numbers  of  Catholic 
and  Protestant  children  who  attended  the 
schools  under  the  new  system :  inquiries 
which  they  had  not  been  required  to 
make,  and  in  which,  if  they  had  made, 
they  would,  in  his  opinion,  have  departed 
materially  from  what  was  their  duty.  The 
ohject  of  the  Commission  was  to  provide  a 
common  means  of  education  for  the  popu- 
lation of  Ireland,  without  any  religious 
distinction  whatever.  Now  if  any  Inquiry 
as  to  the  religion  of  the  children  in  the 
schools  was  permitted,  it  would  at  once 
foment  jealousies  and  party  feelings.  If, 
therefore,  a  formal  motion  were  to  be 
brought  forward  to  effect  such  inquiries, 
it  would,  if  acted  upon,  produce  nothing 
else  than  discord,  and  all  the  very  mis- 
chiefs which  the  system  was  intended  to 
avoid.  Now  with  respect  to  the  relative 
numbers  of  the  Protestant  and  Catholic 
children  in  the  schools,  it  was  not  at  all 
surprising  that  the  latter  preponderated  in 
a  considerable  proportion,  when  it  was  re- 
collected that  the  greater  part  of  the  Pro- 
testant children  belonged  lo  parents  who 
were  better  able  than  their  Catholic  neigh- 
bours to  provide  education  elsewhere  for 
their  families.  He  must  say,  he  could  rtot 
repress  his  surprise  at  hearing  the  right 
rev.  Prelate  speaking  of  the  mischiefs  of 
agitation.  He  did  not  kntiw  what  mis- 
chievous agitation  the  right  rev.  Prelate 
might  refer  to;  hut  this  he  did  know, 
that  a  great  deal  of  mischievous  agitation 
had  been  used  throughout  Ireland,  to  pre- 
vent theProlestants  from  sending  their  chil- 
dren to  the  schools  which  were  now  pro- 
vided for  them,  and  that  the  object  of  the 
Commission  had  been  grossly  misrepre- 
sented and  libelled,  for  the  purpose  of 
fomenting  this  agitation.  He  did  not  state 
this  on  the  authority  of  any  anonymous 
correspondent.  The  fact  was  notorious- 
it  had  over  and  over  again  been  stated  at 


tfatiomt  Eiiuaiiim—       {LORDS} 


flnltad.) 


public  meetings,  got  up  oa purpose  to  Riii- 
represent  to  the  public  this  lystem.  The 
ri^ht  rev.  Prelate  had  laid  that  he  had 
been  struck  with  a  great  degree  of  horror 
on  reading'  the  distinclion  which  had  been 
made  in  the  communications  he  had  re- 
ceived, between  nalioiml  and  scriptural 
education.  He  concurred  with  the  right 
rev.  Prelate  that  this  was  a  most  improper 
distinction,  a  distinction  which  strucL  him 
(Lord  Flunicett)  with  disgust  and  abhor- 
rence. But  he  would  ask,  who  were  they 
who  hsd  made  this  distinction?  Were 
they  the  Commissioners  of  Education  ? 
No  such  distinction  had  been  drawn,  or 
attempted  to  be  drawn,  by  them.  Then 
who  had  set  up  this  distinction  ?  Wm  jt 
the  right  rev.  Prelate  himself,  or  the  ano- 
nymous correspondent  from  whom  he 
drew  all  his  information,  who  tirst  devised 
the  distinction  between  a  national  and  a 
scriptural  system  in  a  Christian  country  ? 
He  thought,  if  he  recollected  rightly,  thai 
it  was  when  the  right  rev.  Prelate  was 
reading  the  letter  from  his  anonymous 
correspondentthot  these  nicknames  of  dis- 
tinction were  first  used.  Ifhe  was  mis- 
taken he  should  be  very  glad  to  beset 
right.  He  would  ask  the  ri(;ht  rev.  Pre- 
late for  an  answer  on  the  subject,  though 
be  certainly  should  not  take  his  cases  upon 
the  right  rev.  Prelate's  answer. 

The  Bishop  of  Exeler  explained  that  the 
distinctive  terms  of  national  and  scriptural 
education  had  certainly  been  used  by  the 
right  Reverend  correspondent  to  whose 
letter  he  had  referred,  but  be  was  quite 
certain  that  if  the  noble  Lord  liimself  had 
not  heard  the  terms,  every  other  noble  Lord 
who  wasconnected  with  Ireland,  knew  very 
well  that  the  distinction  was  quite  in  com- 
mon use,  and  perfectly  well  understood 
there.  He  had  received  letters  from  several 
other  Bishops,  containing  the  same  terms 
of  distinction. 

Lord  Flunkett  could  assure  the  House 
that  he  had  never  before  heard  thedistinc- 
tion  of  national  and  scriptural  schools.  He 
was  Sony  to  hear  that  several  other  Bi- 
shops had  also  made  the  distinction,  for 
he  was  bound  to  say  that  he  thought  it  a 
most  uufairone,  and  certainly  it  had  never 
been  used  by  any  person  connected  with 
the  Board.  His  noble  Friend  had  slated  a 
certain  number  of  iippllcitions— ho  be- 
lieved the  number  staled  was  244-~Bnd 
he  had  heard  of 'M6  applications.  Ht* 
noble  friend  having  made  that  statement, 
liie  ri^'ht  rev.   Prelate  asked  would  hit 


noble  Friend  give  up  the  entire  qtiei^U 
he  should  not  be  correct  in  that  Mateneat, 
although  his  noble  Friend  had  not  stated 
that  as  the  only  ground  upon  whith  be 
rested.  But  the  right  rev.  PreUte'tteil 
far  surpassed  his  logic  when  he  madesach 
a  proposition.  His  noble  Friend  noald 
desire  to  he  set  right  if  be  were  wrong; 
but  why  his  noble  Friend  should  give  up 
the  question,  if  not  correct  in  that  fsct, 
and  It  being  not  used  as  a  solitary  ar;D- 
ment  on  the  subject,  was,  be  repeaterl,  i 
proposition  that  he  could  not  understind. 
Now  he  wished,  he  was  most  aaxiom,  to 
hear  from  the  right  rev.  Prelate  how  many 
applications  were  made.  If  the  noble 
Marquess  bad,  according  to  the  proposition 
of  the  right  rev.  Prelate,  stated  not  the 
entire  number,  but  half  the  number,  then 
he  would  be  declared  to  be  quite  wrong; 
but  if  the  noble  .Marquess  did  st^.te  half 
the  number  of  applications,  would  the 
right  rev.  Prelate  admit  that  he  was  half 
wrong  ?— [Bishop  of  Exeler  I  Yet]  The 
right  rev.  Prelate  said  "  Yes."  He  could 
not  ascertain  whether  that  was  an  affirma- 
tive or  a  negative. — [Bishop  of  £»(cr: 
Yes  ;  it  is  an  answer  to  a  question.] — He 
could  uot  understand  the  monosyllable 
unless  accompanied  by  some  expiaoatioD, 
He  now  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
right  rev.  Prelate,  and  of  the  noble  Lord 
who  had  proposed  this  question,  to  ano- 
ther point.  The  noble  Lord  who  had  pro- 
posea  the  question  upon  which  their  Lord- 
ships were  then  debating,  had  originally, 
and  he  believed  with  the  utmost  sincerity 
and  from  a  perfect  conviction  of  the  truth 
of  his  argument,  declaimed  and  reasoned 
with  very  great  energy  and  ability  against 
the  book  used  by  the  schools  under  the 
present  system  as  a  mutilation  of  the  scrip- 
tures. That,  their  Lordships  well  knew, 
was  a  very  popular  subject,  and  one  that 
had  been  constantly  urged  at  public  meet- 
ings in  Ireland.  The  right  rev.  Prelate, 
however,  who  spoke  subsequently  to  the 
noble  Earl,  had  very  early  in  the  course  of 
his  address  to  the  House  entirely  aban- 
doned the  poiitioD  laid  down  by  the  noble 
Earl.  The  right  rev.  Prelate  had  observed 
that  he  was  not  prepared  to  say,  that  the 
Scripture  was  absolutely  excluded  from 
the  schools  ;  that  extracts  from  the  Scrip- 
tures were  not  admitted;  nor  could  he 
say,  that  he  considered  those  extracts 
in  the  light  of  a  mutilation  of  thai 
bnok  from  which  they  were  extracted. 
The   right  rev.  Prelate   had   abandoned 
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the  potilion  taken  by  the  noble  £arl  as 
completely  untenable,  knowing  it  to 
be  a  position  which  had  beeo  refuied 
over  and  over  a^in,  bnth  in  and  out  of 
that  House.  But  theobjection  of  the  lev. 
Prelate  was  this, — it  was  utterly  impossi- 
ble, said  he,  from  the  constitution  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  that  they  could 
ever  agree  upon  the  subject  oT  any  ex- 
tracts as  appropriate  and  suitable  for  the 
schools  under  the  present  Bystem.  That 
objection  was  founded  upon  principles 
totally  diiferent  from  those  upon  which  the 
noble  Earl  proceeded ;  and  depended 
upon  the  discordant  opinions  of  the  Board 
of  Commissioners,  which,  according  to  the 
expressed  opinion  of  the  right  rev.  Pre- 
late, would  render  it  impossible  that  any 
eitracts  could  be  agreed  upon  by  them. 
The  riglit  rev.  Prelate  had  prophesied  that 
B  Board  constituted  of  persons  of  such  dif- 
ferent creeds  never  could  discover  ma- 
terials upon  which  they  could  qnite  agree. 
Never  was  there,  in  ancient  or  modern 
times,  a  prophet  so  falsified  by  the  event  as 
the  riebt  rev.  Prelate.  Those  persons  had 
agreed  ;  and  the  Commissioners  were  the 
most  rev. Prelate  the  Protestant  Archbishop 
ofDublin.themostrev.  Prelate  the  Catholic 
Archbishop  of  Dublin,  a  member  of  the 
EsUblished Church,  and  aPellowofTrinity 
College,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sadleir,  a  Dissent- 
ing minister,  the  rev.  Mr.  Carlisle,  and  a 
most  respectable  gentleman,  a  lay  member 
of  the  Catholic  community.  Those  mem- 
bers, whom  it  WHS  supposed  would  never 
have  amalgamated,  bad  accorded  together, 
and  made  extracts  from  the  Scriptures, 
which  were  now  publinhed,  and  he  would 
challenge  the  right  rev.  Prelate,  or  any 
noble  Lord,  to  take  up  that  book  of  ex- 
tracts, and  then  lay  his  hand  upon  his 
heart,  and  declare  that  there  was  anything 
but  sound  morality  and  strict  scriptural 
doctrine  contained  pn  it.  He  had  spoken 
tomembersordiSerent  persuasions  respect- 
ing those  extracts  ;  and  he  had  never  yet 
heard  any  one  who  did  not  speak  in  terms 
of  praise  of  the  propriety  of  those  extr.icis. 
The  noble  Duke,  his  noble  Friend,  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  and  whose  moral  conduct  and 
Christian  feelings  would  reflect  honour 
upon  the  members  of  any  church,  hud 
■Uted  what  were  the  feelings  of  his  Church 
respecting  the  reading  of  the  .Scriptures  ; 
but  then  the  right  rev.  Prelate  knew  belter 
than  the  noble  Duke  what  the  opinions  of 
tbat  ngble  Duke'i  Church  oa  Ihe  subject 


were,— [The  Biohop  of  Exeter:  No.T— 
He  did  not  say  that  the  right  rev.  Prelate 
had  asserted  so  much  ;  but  the  conclusion 
he  drew  from  the  speech  of  the  right  rev. 
Prelate  was,  that  he  did  know  better  than 
the  noble  Duke  what  were  the  opinions  of 
Roman  Catholics  upon  this  point;  but 
really  he  was  still  more  disposed  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  declaration  of  the  noble  Duke 
as  to  the  sentiment  of  his  community, 
than  to  yield  to  the  high  authority  of  ihe 
right  rev.  Prelate  upon  the  same  point. 
He  was  glad  to  know  on  what  authority 
the  position  was  established,  that  the 
Script  u res  had  been  prohibited  in  the  na- 
tional schools.  He  had  never  heard  any 
reasonable  person  (he  would  repeat  it, 
"reasonable  person,"  although  the  term 
had  been  cavalled  at  that  evening),  who 
maintained  that  the  Scriptures  should  be 
used  as  a  school-book.  Proper  extracts 
had  been  made  for  the  general  use  of  the 
school.'',  and  during  school  hours  all  else 
was  certainly  excluded  ;  but  there  was  no 
restriction  which  extended  beyond  those 
hours.  Every  scholar  was  perfectly  at 
liberty  out  of  school  to  refer,  if  he  pleased, 
10  the  Bible  itself.  It  was  objected  lo  the 
system  followed  in  the  national  schools, 
that  it  was  ao  anti-scriptural  system.  He 
would  be  glad  if  the  right  rev.  Prelate 
would  lay  his  finger  upon  the  printed  ex- 
tracts to  show  any  part  of  them  which  was 
unscriptural,  or  any  part  of  tliem  which 
misrepresented  the  Scriptures.  The  rev. 
Prelate  said  there  was  no  reference. 
—[The  Bishop  of  Exeter:  1  never 
said  so.]— He  begged  the  riRht  rev. 
Prelate's  pardon.  Ii  was  a  noble  Lord 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  that  had 
made  the  observation.  Such  was  not, 
however,  the  case.  The  noble  Lord  would 
find  that  the  references  were  given.  For 
liii  own  part  he  could  wish  that  every 
noble  Lord  who  heard  him  had  the  prin- 
ciples inculcated  in  that  book  deeply 
fixed  in  their  hearts.  He  did  not  mean 
to  say  ihal  ihey  were  devoid  of  a  due 
revtience  lor  the  Scriptures,  but  they 
would  not  be  the  worse  if  ihey  did  whathe 
stated  ;  and'  if  they  had  at  heart  the  prin- 
ciples and  sentiments  contained  in  that 
book,  and  in  this  he  included  the  right 
reverend  Prelate,  they  would  be  deeply 
imbued  with  Christian  charity  and  mutual 
love;  and  without  which  the  name  of 
Christianity  was  an  empty  pretence. 

Lord    C/oBCiirry   observed,  that   there 
ffai  ft  period  in  the  biitory  of  IieUod, 
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when  it  was  dislingu'tshed  for  Us  learning, 
and  when  persons  came  from  other 
countries  to  acquire  that  knowledge  which 
ihe  Irish  were  then  able  to  impart  lo  them, 
At  the  lime  of  l!ie  Reformation,  the  funds 
ajiiilicablc  to  edueation  were  taken  awa) 
from  the  people  of  Ireland.  By  law  they 
were  prohibited  from  acquiring  education 
and  the  consequence  was,  that  the  pcoph 
became  ignorant  and  servile ;  they  wen 
beaten  down  and  oppressed  in  such  s 
manner  as  persons  nneducateU  are  eve: 
found  to  be.  The  funds  iniended  for  ihi 
education  of  the  Roman  Catholics  were 
maile  applicable  to  oihcr  purposes ;  bii 
vast  funds  were  given  to  educate  person 
in  hostility  to  their  creed.  About  sixt 
years  ago  sums  were  granted  for  the  main 
tenancc  of  the  Protestant  Charter  Schools 
These  funds  were  intended  to  rear  u 
children  in  hostility  to  the  religion  c 
their  parents.  Many  knew  that  within  th 
lasit  fourteen  ycitra  those  schools  had  bee: 
suppressed ;  they  knew  that  they  hai 
been  stigmatised  with  vices  the  most 
alrocioiis,  and  that  the  masters  of  severa 
of  them  had  been  put  upon  trial  for  thi 
pollution  of  their  scholars.  The  whole 
of  that  system  was  founded  upon  bigotry 
and  UDcharitdbleness.  On  the  total  faih 
of  the  chaiter  schools,  a  system  was  pro- 
posed to  be  established,  to  be  carried  on 
as  it  was  said, without  any  religious  distinc- 
tion. TLo  persons  who  proposed  this  up. 
filled  to  several  persons, and  amongst  others 
le  subscribed,  under  the  idea  that  edi 
tion  would  be  given  to  the  people  without 
any  religious  distinction.  A  short  time 
after,  it  was  declared  to  be  a  sine  qua  non 
that  the  Bible  should  be  read  as  a  school 
bock.  If  their  Lordships  would  look  they 
would  find  that  the  Dible  then  in  general 
use,  was  one  thnt  issued  from  (he  press  of 
the  Kiirg's  printer ;  and  in  the  introduction 
or  dedication  there  was  lansr'iage  repro- 
b;Uoiyor  the  Ministers  of  the  Catholic 
relitiion.  It  was  quite  impos.iible  that  the 
Catholic  clergy  could  allow  this  lo  be  dis- 
tributed araong;st  the  children,  or  used  by 
their  flo'.'ks,  and  for  this  reason  also,  that 
tiiev  ilid  not  sanction  the  use  of  the  Bible, 
without  note  or  comment,  by  the  vulgar. 
Tlicv,  therefore,  set  their  faces  against  the 
Krldare-placc  Society.  As  soon  as  it  was 
found  that  the  Catholics  objected  to  that 
socii'iv,  persons  Jotni'd  it  who  had  never 
before  iiittrcsled  ihemaelves  in  the  educa- 
tion of  the  people  at  large.  That  society 
was  tbsn  joined  bjr  ell  those  perioni  who, 
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though  they  did  not  frequent  Proteataiat 
churches,  could  not  forgive  the  portion  of 
the  community  who  continued  to  go  to 
mass.  As  to  the  question  where  the  funda 
were  to  come  from  to  continue  the  national 
system  of  education  in  Ireland,  he  thought 
they  might  very  well  come  from  ihow 
sources  to  which  the  funds  originally 
destined  for  that  purpose  had  been  diverted. 
They  were  taken  from  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland — not  by  the  Reformers  of  En  gland, 
not  by  Henry  8th,  whose  potter  was  not 
felt  so  much  in  Ireland  as  it  had  been 
in  England,  but  which  had  been  taken  bj 
Cromwelfs  soldiers.  A  great  part  of  that 
property  was  now  lying  waste  in  Ireland, 
and  it  was  easy  to  make  it  applicable. 
That  property  would  not  only  be  sufficient 
for  this  purpose,  but  from  inquiry  it  would 
be  found  to  make  the  Protestant  Church 
richer,  and  after  educating  the  people,  if 
their  Lordships  thought  proper,  they  might 
apply  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  clergy  and 
the  people.  The  Catholic  population  of 
Ireland  was  six  millions  ;  and  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  Catholic  clergy  at  present  a 
sum  less  ilian  1 0,000/.  a-year  was  granted. 
Was  it  to  he  supposed  that  respectable 
persons  would  devote  themselves  to 
education  in  college,  which  must  afford 
them  such  a  paltry  support  as  that  sum 
could  give  them  ?  It  was  astonishing, 
under  such  circumstances,  to  find  men  of 
such  learning,  such  good  Chrisiiuns,  and 
such  well-educated  pastors  amongst  the 
Catholic  clergy  of  Ireland ;  and  it  beiim 
considered  too,  that  all  the  property 
intended  for  education  had  been  takea 
from  them,  he  would  not  say  whether 
justly  or  otherwise.  No  persecution,  it 
was  confessed, had  diminished  the  number 
ofCalhoties.  Now  then  that  the  popti- 
lation  of  Ireland  was  Catholic,  it  was 
their  duty  to  state,  that  not  only  should 
the  Catholics  be  educated  in  their  own 
tenets,  but  their  cleriry  should  also  bo 
educated.  They  knew  that  Trinity 
Collcfre,  Dublin,  possessed  a  revenue  of 
140,0001.  a-year;  but  from  the  infiuence 
of  party  spirit  there,  no  man  sent  hit 
child  to  that  college  who  was  a  Roman 
Catholic.  If  that  University  were  throira 
open  to  persons  of  all  religions  fairly,  and 
justice  thus  done  to  Roman  Catholics,  the 
luntry  would  be  safer,  the  people  happier, 
id  their  Lordships  would  not  be  tor- 
ented,  as  they  now  annually  were,  with 
motions,  which, however  well  intended  bif 
thoie  who  made  tbem,  coaU  only  htn  % 
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bad  effect,  inasmuch  aa  they  tended  to 
diminiBh  the  reipect  for  that  House,  to 
which  the  people  muat  aalurelly  look  for 
kid. 

V'ncomt  Melbourne  taid,\ie  waa  moatun- 
willingto  lake  up  the  lime  oftlieir  Lordihips 
by  inlruiling  any  further  observations  on 
the  iDBtter  tlipn  underdiscuBtioii ;  and  still 
less  was  he  disposed  to  advance  ai)y 
remark  upon  the  irfegularity  of  ihe  ocea- 
«ioi>,  or  on  the  other  topics  which  had  been 
referred  to.  He  irouid  say,  that  the  Com 
tnissigners  acted  rightly  in  not  tnakingthi 
returns  required.  Unless  their  Lordships 
meant  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  system 
which  now  prevailed — unless  ihey  wished 
to  introduce  discord  where  tranquillity 
now  reigned  —  unless  they  nieani 
wantonly,  and  of  their  own  mind  and  will. 
to  introduce  that  division  in  these  schools 
which  unfortunately  prevailed  amongst 
loo  many  classes,  they  would  not  encou- 
rage ibe  noble  Eurl  opposite  to  persevere 
in  the  course  he  was  pursuing.  Undou' 
edly  the  House  would  not  accede  to  i 
motion  of  such  a  naiiire  as  llmt  hinted 
if  ibey  wished  to  lr.tni(iiillise  Ireland, 
observation  haii  been  made  by  the  right 
reverend  Prelate  which  it  was  important 
to  nolice— he  sidled,  that  the  proportion 
between  Catholics  and  Protestants  ought 
to  be  given  ;  that  it  should  be  laid  before 
that  House,  because  upon  that  hinged  the 
■yslem ;  and  it  would  be  a  test  of  its 
■ucceis.  If  there  were  not  a  large  pro- 
portion of  one  sect,  then  the  system  had 
failed, and  if  there  werea  I  a  i^  proportion, 
as  compared  with  the  population,  then  il 
had  succeeded.  He  denied  the  proposi- 
tion— he  did  not  sdmit  the  inference.  The 
great  object  with  which  the  measure  was 
introduced  was,  to  give  as  general  a  sys- 
tem of  education  to  the  grent  proportion 
of  the  popnlstion  of  Ireland  as  they  could 
find  it  possible  to  do.  It  was  In  the 
highest  degree  desirable  that  the  Roman 
Catholics  and  Protestants  should  be 
educated  together.  With  that  view  was 
devised  and  framed  the  present  system. 
The  great  object  was  to  bring  them 
together.  With  that  view  they  offered 
the  whole  of  the  population  of  Ireland  a 
joint  system — they  respected  the  faith  of 
both,  they  respected  the  religious  educa- 
tion of  all.  But,  if  through  fanatical 
enthusiasm,  if  through  the  delusion  of  pre- 
judices, one  party  abstained  from  taking 
advantage  of  what  was  offered,  could  they, 
on  tbtt  accooDt,  declare  tb«t  the  lyitem 
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should  be  rejected  ?  He,  for  one,  would 
■ay  that  they  were  not  bound  to  withhold 
it  from  the  other.  Because  the  system 
was  rejected  by  the  obstinacy  of  Pro- 
testants, he  would  not  be  the  pnrty  to 
refuse  it  to  the  Roman  CHtholic  population, 
who  were  willing  to  accept  it. 

The  Kurl  of  Boden  could  not  but  es> 
press  his  surprise  that  his  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters should  suddenly  have  become  so 
delicate  upon  the  subject  of  exciting  reli- 
gious divisions  between  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics and  Protestants  or  Ireland,  when  they 
were  the  very  individuals  who  but  a  short 
lime  ago  sent  a  Commission  into  Ireland 
for  the  purposeofdr<iwing  the  very  greatest 
possible  diciinction  between  the  two 
parlies  in  that  country,  und  widening,  a> 
for  as  possible,  the  breach  between  thent 
by  sending  forth  to  the  world  statements 
of  the  numericiil  proportion  and  the  re- 
spective numbers  of  each.  He  was  more- 
over particularly  surprised  that  on  such 
an  occasion  as  that,  their  delicacy  should 
have  been  exhibited;  because  it  appeared 
as  if  the  exhibition  of  delicacy  was  made 
merely  to  suit  their  own  purposcj,  and 
only  when  that  purpose  was  to  keep  bnck 
information  from  the  public.  He  con- 
fessed that  he  was  astonished  to  hear  the 
noble  Lord  oppoe^ite  get  up  and  ssy.ibal  he 
had  never  heard  of  an  jdistmcMon  as  b^iiveen 
the  national  ard  scriptuuil  schools.  He  was 
sure  thai  the  noble  Lord  and  every  one  ac- 
quainted with  what  was  going  on  in  Ireland 
had  heard  and  knew  of  the  very  broad 
distinction  between  the  two,  and  it  was 
this — that  the  one  was  founded  uimnihe 
principle  of  the  free  use  of  the  Scriptures, 
whilst  the  other  objected  to  their  introduc- 
tion. The  noble  Lord,  if  he  would  torsive 
him,  had  made  rather  a  Jesuitical  obiier- 
vetion.  In  answer  to  the  churge  that 
the  Scriptures  were  excluded  from  the 
schools  under  the  present  system,  he  had 
said  that  they  were  allowed  to  be  used 
after  school  hourj.  No  individual,  bow- 
ever,  looking  fairly  at  the  subject,  could 
deny  that  the  Scriptures,  as  a  whole,  were 
:luded.  The  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of 
Majesty's  Government  had  spoken  of 
the  fanaticism  of  the  Protestants  JnriTusing 
system  of  education  offered  hy  the 
Government.  He  was  not  surprised  at 
those  observations,  but  he  must  give  him 
!ave  to  say,  that  such  language  towards 
idividuals  acting  from  conscientious  mo- 
tives, and  faithful  in  the  discbarge  of 
tbeir  duties  tovudt  their  King  sad  theii 
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God,  did  not  become  the  quarter  from 
which  it  proceeded.  The  Protestants  ot 
Ireland  were  opposed  to  the  preeeot  sys- 
lem  wholly  on  principle;  and  though  ihey 
might  be  thus  maiigned  by  iu  advocates, 
he  trusted  that  they  would  persevere  in 
tbe  course  which  thej  had  adopted,  and 
show  by  their  conduct  that  the  grounds 
upon  which  they  objected  to  it  were 
founded  entirely  on  principle.  In  answer 
to  the  question  that  had  been  put  to  him 
in  the  course  of  the  debate,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  gay  whether  he  should  submit 
any  Motion  to  the  House.  His  present 
opinion,  perhaps,  was,  that  such  a  line  of 
conduct  might  be  useless;  but  he  was 
convinced  that  when  the  discussion 
which  had  that  night  txlcen  place  was 
placed  before  the  country,  every  one 
would  clearly  see  that  the  only  reason  for 
refusing  the  intbrmation  required  was, 
because  Ministers  were  afraid  of  publishing 
that  which  would  appear  when  the  returns 
upon  which  the  debate  had  arisen,  were 
laid  upon  the  Table.  He  begged  to  assure 
their  Lordships  that  nothing  but  a  strong 
sense  of  public  duly  could  have  induced 
him  then  to  bring  the  subject  under  their 
consideration. 
Subject  dropped. 

HOUSE  OF   COMMONS, 
Thursdatf,  February  U,   1836. 

HlRDTi*.]  BlUb  Rad  ■  Bnt  Unw:— Canioutiu'oD  of 
Tllhs  (EdcIukIIi  UuDldp^  ConnnUaoi  AM  Anuod. 
mmti  ud  RcginnClDBor  Voto.— Hod  ■  Komil  tinu  i-^ 
Dan  Tarmt, 

Wiauii  prmnled.  By  Mr.  Funcis  BtUKO,  trom  the 
CoponUoii  of  Ponmiouth,  la  Hmorc  DlnbUlIui  fnm 
On  Jem— Br  Mr.  Cm^LTii,  from  Pljnnoulh,  Tar  Rid™ 
of  I>liuiiCfn'  Gx\t*Kaaa,  tnA  for  CorapguiMUcw  to  Mr. 
BocciHSBiH. — By  Mi.  BiHnr,  from  Iba  Cntn] 
AgricuLunl  AmogLiUoh,  tOx  loquirr  Inia  Agricultun] 
"■  -     -.      .  jj^   jj^ji^  Cockimoouth,  ta 

(OBiir;  (Od  by  Dr.  LciMiiio- 
Um  tbna  Dtmmiutlcoi,  (br 


Printed  Papers.]  Mr.  Benml  took 
the  opportunity  of  requesting  the  attention 
of  Members  to  a  matter  that  interested 
them  all;  he  alluded  to  the  Resolution  of 
last  Session  regarding  Printing  Papers 
and  Bills,  adopted  at  the  suggesticin  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Middlesex.  The  effect 
of  it  had  hitherto  been,  and  would  in  future 
be,  that  no  Member  could  obtain  more 
than  a  single  copy  of  any  printed,  document 
or  Bill  without  being  obliged  to  pay  for  it, 
and  often  it  was  necessary  for  Members  to 
■end  them  to  tfarir  couftituents.    Another 


inconvenience  was,  that  if  an  additional 
copy  were  wanted,  a  messenger  must  be 
sent  for  it  as  far  as  Turnstile,  Lincoln's, 
inn-fields.  This  was  an  evil  that  ought  to 
be  remedied  without  delay. 

The  Speaker  explained  the  situation  in 
which  he  had  been  placed  by  the  Resoliition 
of  last  Session.  It  was  his  duty  to  obey 
the  directions  of  the  House,  and  in  the 
steps  he  had  taken  it  had  been  his  intention 
to  carry  into  effect  the  Resolution  of  last 
Sesnion.  In  order  that  the  experiment 
might  be  fairly  tried,  be  had  dcsued  that 
the  price  put  upon  printed  papers  should 
be  as  low  as  possible.  As  to  the  inconve- 
nience of  sending  for  papers,  that  might  be 
easily  remedied  by  appointing  a  place  of 
sale  nearer  to  the  House. 

Mr.  F.  Baring  thought  that  the  Speaker 
had  adopted  the  only  course  that  was  open 
to  him,  and  was  perfectly  justified  in  the 
steps  he  had  taken.  It  had  been  found 
necessary  to  check  the  power  of  Members 
to  take  an  unlimited  number  of  printed 
papers,  and  the  House  was  perhaps  not 
aware  of  the  immense  packages  of  them 
that  were  sent  northwards.  Bills  stood 
upon  different  grounds,  and  were  excepted 
from  the  Resolution. 

Mr.  Ewari  was  of  opbion  that  it  would 
not  be  enough  to  allow  Members  a  certain 
number  of  copies,  and  that  the  printed 
papers  ought  to  be  furnished  to  all  aocietiet 
wishing  to  possess  them. 

Mr.  Hume  observed,  that  in  the  wate- 
houses  of  Parliament  were  not  less  than 
3,200,000  different  printed  papers,  and  be 
thought  that  copies  of  them  ought  to  bo 
furnished  to  libraries  and  public  institutions 
desirous  of  possessing  them.  In  future  the 
Resolution  declared  that  they  should  be  sold, 
and  the  price  did  not  amount  to  more  than 
a  halfpenny  or  a  penny  per  sheet.  Three 
different  offices  were  to  be  opened  for  the 
sale  of  printed  papers ;  one  was  at  Mr. 
Hansard's,  another  at  Mr.  Knight's  on 
Ludgate-hill,  and  a  third  ought  to  be  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  House. 

Subject  dropped. 

Carlow  Election. — Mh.  O'Connkll 
AND  Mr.  Saphael.]  Mr.  Hardy  .-  I  rise. 
Sir,  to  coll  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  a  cdse  which  involves  a  breach  of  its 
privilages ;  and  as  my  Motion  is  of  such 
a  nature,  I  am  entitled,  by  the  usages  of 
tlie  House,  to  claim  precedence  of  all  those 
who  have  other  Motions  on  the  paper.  I 
am  induced  to  avail  mysdf  of  this  privil^e 
nn  the  present  occasion,  because  the  case 
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which  I  have  to  submit  oontaint  v«y  leri- 
oiu  impatationi  againit  the  character  of  m 
Mnnber  of  thia  House,  iraputing  to  him  a 
certain  traffic  for  the  return  of  Membecs  to 
thia  House  from  the  county  of  Carlow, 
which,  if  true — and  I  bj  no  means  say 
that  they  are — would  certainly  involve  the 
House  in  considerable  difficulty  as  to  how 
they  should  act  in  such  an  event.  I  only 
now  ask  for  leave  to  bring  on  thin  case  be- 
fore the  House,  thinking  it,  as  I  do,  most 
consi«tent  with  tbe  dignity  of  the  House 
to  male  an  inquiry  of  this  nature  before 
«Dy  other  business. 

Lord  Joha  Ruuell;  I  am  only  anxious 
to  be  informed  as  to  the  proper  mode  of 
proceeding  on  this  question.  In  order  to 
■how  that  I  have  no  other  wish,  I  tell  the 
hon.  Member  who  has  brought  forward 
this  Motion,  at  once,  that  so  far  from  inter- 
jmsing  any  Motion  of  mine,  it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  postpone  the  two  Motions  of  which 
I  have  given  notice  un'.il  to-morrow ;  there- 
fore,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  offer  no 
opposition  whatever  to  bringing  this  case 
before  the  House.  I  only  wish  to  ascertain 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  Bradford  whether 
he  thinka  he  is  proceeding  in  this  case  con- 
sistently with  the  usages  of  the  House 
observed  in  cfues  of  Breach  of  Privilege 
relating  to  bribery,  and  questions  of  tluit 
nature.  [An  Hon.  Member :  No  petition 
has  been  presented.]  I  understood  from 
the  hon.  Member's  obsenretions  that  a  pe- 
tition had  been  presented.  If  the  petition 
has  been  presented  on  which  the  Motion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bradford  is  founded, 
and  I  gave  up  my  Motions  for  the  sake  of 
allowing  the  hon.  Member  to  bring  it  fot^ 
ward,  lonly  wish  to  be  understoood  as 
taking  that  coune  from  a  sense  of  the  supe- 
rior importance  of  such  a  Motion  as  that  of 
which  the  ban.  Member  has  given  notice 
to  all  other  subjects. 

Mr.  Hume:  1  apprehend.  Sir,  if  this 
House  is  called  on  to  form  an  opinion  on 
any  statement  or  speech  founded  on  the 
allegations  of  apetition,  that  petidon  ought, 
according  to  the  usual  course,  to  be  pre- 
sented, printed,  and  tlien  a  day  should  be 
fixed  for  taking  it  into  consideration.  It  is, 
I  think,  rather  unfair  to  call  upon  the  House 
to  discuss  tbe  statements  made  in  a  petition 
without  knowing  iis  contents.  All  I  can 
say  is,  that  such  a  mode  of  proceeding  is 
not  usual,  and  that  it  hat  never  been  at- 
tempted before  to  act  in  such  it  manner ,' 
therofore,  I  b^  to  suggest  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  BradGird  i^t  he  does  not 
lerre  bit  own  caie,  whatever  it  may  he,  hj 


not  having  the  petition  on  which  he  gnmndi 
his  charge  first  presented,  and  then  fixing 
an  early  day  for  taking  it  into   conside- 

Mr.  Williams  Wym :  I  apprehend.  Sir, 
that  nothing  can  be  Eo  regular,  according 
to  the  practice  of  this  House,  as  when  xaj 
Member  brings  under  the  consideration  of 
the  House  a  breach  of  its  privileges,  for  the 
House  to  hear  it — nay,  to  hear  it  with  or 
without  notice — whether  any  question  ii, 
or  is  not,  before  it ;  and  even  in  the  midst 
of  another  discussion  if  a  Member  should 
rise  to  complain  of  a  breach  of  the  privilege! 
of  the  House,  they  have  always  inatantlf 
heard  him.  The  practice  of  the  House  in 
this  respect  may  be  easily  accounted  for  by 
this  plain  reason,  that  it  may  be  essential 
that  an  immediate  remedy  should  be  ap< 
plied  and  steps  taken  in  the  matter  without 
any  delay  whatever.  But  when  the  House 
is  in  tbe  possession  of  the  complaint  they 
are  to  d^  with  it  as  Ihey  may  think  fit, 
either  to  decide  on  it  immediately,  or  Bd> 
joum  the  consideration  of  it  to  another  day. 
What  is  the  proper  course  to  pursue  the 
House  cannot  judge  until  they  hear  the 
subject  matter  of  thrt  complaint ;  when  they 
have  heard  that,  they  can  decide  whether 
it  is  best  to  consider  it  at  once  or  to  adjourn 
the  question,  or  to  refer  it  to  a  Committee 
of  privileges,  or  a  select  Committee.  Over 
all  theae  modes  of  disposing  of  it  the  Houis 
has  a  complete  jurisdiction,  but  it  is  moM 
essential  that  any  hon.  Member  shall,  at 
at  auy  time,  have  the  risbt,  whatever  other 
business  is  before  the  House,  immediately 
to  inform  the  House  of  any  act  which  in 
any  degree  affects  the  rights  of  Parliament. 

Culmiel  Bruen:  After  the  usages  of 
Parliament  have  been  so  clearly  laid  down 
by  the  hon.  Member  who  spoke  last,  I  fed 
no  hesitation  in  rising  to  present  the  peti- 
tion which  has  been  intrusted  to  me  from 
certain  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Carlow ; 
but,  in  doing  so,  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
trespass  at  any  length  upon  the  patience  of 
the  House  in  calling  the  attention  of  hon. 
Members  to  the  transactions  to  which  U 
refers.  I  shall  at  once,  therefore,  read  an 
abstract  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  because  by 
so  dcung  I  shall  save  time  and  trouble.  The 
hon.  Member  read  an  abstract  of  the  fol* 
lowing  Petition  which  we  give  entire  on 
account  of  the  importance  attached  to  it. 

"To  the  Hon.  the  Comrnom  qflhe  United  Kingdam 


"Tbi  humble  Ftlitign  of  the  u»d«rai|Ded 


mly  of 


975         Carlow  Ekction— 

Freeholder!,  Electon  of  the  c 
Carlow, 

"Showeth, — That  from  vario 
and  lelten  lately  publialiEd,  bearing  reapec- 
tivel;  the  signatures  of  '  Alexander  Raphael,' 
EW',  late  litlitig  Member  for  the  aatd  county 
of  Carlow,  and  '  Daniel  O'Connell,'  Eiq.,  now 
■itting  Uember  for  the  city  of  Dobiin,  it  ap- 
pears that,  shortly  before  the  lost  elccLion  for 
the  said  county  of  Carlow,  a  certain  agreeioenl 
or  traffic  was  sat  on  foot  between  (he  said 
Daniel  O'Connell  and  Alexander  Raphael, 
whereby  the  said  Daniel  O'Connell  contracted 
that  he  would  procure,  or  endeavour  to  pro- 
cure, the  return  of  the  said  Alexander  Rapriael 
to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  said  county  of 
Carlow,  in  ooaiideralion  of  a  coucurreut  en- 
gagement by  the  said  Alexander  Raphael  to 
pay  two  gums  of  1,000^  each,  the  first  of  which 
tuini  was,  by  the  terms  of  the  said  agreement 
or  trafGc,  to  be  paid  absolutely  and  entirely 
for  being  nominated  as  candidate,  and  the 
second  of  which  sums  was  to  be  paid,  only  in 
the  GTent  of  the  said  Alexander  Raphael  being 
Ntumed  as  Member. 

"That  tha  laid  traffic  or  agreement  wai  re- 
prefented  by  the  said  Daniel  O'Connell  to  (he 
Mid  Alexander  Raphael  as  a '  safe  speculation,' 
and  was  concluded  upon  and  carried  into  ef- 
fect by  both  parties  accordingly. 

"That  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  before  the 
■aid  election,  the  said  6rst  sum  of  1,000/.  was 
placed  by  the  said  Alexander  ttapbael,  for  the 
use  of  the  said  Daniel  O'Connell,  in  the  hands 
of  the  ssid  Alexander  Raphael's  solicitor,  from 
Khom  the  laid  Daniel  O'Conngll,  before  the 
wad  electioD,  received  the  said  first  tura  of 
1,OOOJ.  by  his  SOD,  John  O'Connell,  Esq.,  acting 
00  the  behalf,  and  with  the  authority,  of  him 
the  said  Daniel  O'Connell. 

■^That  in  fuTlher  pursuance  and  fulRloient 
of  the  said  agreement,  traffic,  or  speculation,  a 
printed  address  was  extensively  circulated 
among  tha  elccton  of  the  said  county,  imme- 
diately before  the  said  lost  election,  bearing 
the  lignalare  of  the  said  Daniel  O'Connell,  and 
iDlrodutJDg  and  recommending  to  the  laid 
electors  the  said  Alexander  Raphael,  who  was 
then  a  total  stranger  to  ihe  said  county,  as  a 
candidate  for  the  representation  thereof,  toge- 
ther with  Ntcholai  Aylward  Vigors,  Esq. 

"That  al  the  said  election  then  ensuing,  the 
said  Alexander  Raphael  and  Nicholas  A. Vigors 
were  relnmed  for  the  said  county  against  the 
two  opposing  candidates.  Colonel  Henry  Bruen 
and  ThoiDas  Kavanab,  Esq. 

«  That  after  the  said  return  of  the  said  Alex- 
atlder  Raphael,  Ihe  said  second  siim  of  \,000l. 
was,  in  further  pursuance  and  fulfilment  of  the 
■aid  agreement,  traffic,  or  speculation,  placed 
by  the  said  Alexander  Raphael  for  the  use  of 
the  aaid  Daniel  O'Connell,  in  the  hands  of  the 
said  Alexander  Raphael's  solicitor,  from  whom 
tha  said  Daniel  O'^onoell  received  the  said 
Mcond  suoiof  IfiOOl.  by  his  sod  the  said  John 
O'Coontll,  Eiq.  acting  on  the  behalf,  and 
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with  the   auihority  of  him  the  laid  Danitl 
O'Connell. 

"That  a  petition  was  presented  to  yourhou. 
House  against  the  said  return  of  the  said 
Alexander  Raphael  and  Nicholas  A.  Vigors, 
and  thai  Ihe  ballot  for  a  Committee  of  your 
hon.  House  to  try  the  validity  of  the  said  re- 
turn, look  place  on  the  same  aflemoon  on 
which  tha  said  second  sum  of  1,000J.  had  been 
so  received,  in  respect  of  such  return,  by  tha 
said  John  O'Connell,  for  the  use  of  his  fathtr 
the  said  Daniel  O'Connell;  and  that  tha  said 
second  IfiOiil.  having  been  so  received  in  re- 
spect of  such  return,  Ihe  said  John  O'Connell 
and  Daniel  O'Connell  both  attended  the  ballot 
for  the  Committee  of  your  hon.  House,  by 
which  the  validity  of  the  said  return  was  to  be 
tried,  and  the  said  John  O'Connell  was  in  fact 
balloted  as  a  Member  to  serve  on  the  said 
Committee,  and  suffered  to  remain  on  tha  list 
of  the  said  Committee  as  finally  reduced,  and 
was  sworn  at  ibe  table  of  your  hot).  Houh, 
'  well  and  truly  to  try  the  matter  of  the  pe> 
tition  referred  to  the  said  Committee,  and  a 
true  judgment  to  give  according  to  the  eri- 

"Your  petitioners  submit  to  your  hon. 
House  that  the  said  transactions  were  in  plain 
violation  of  Ihe  rights  of  yout  pstltionan,  a* 
electors  of  the  county  of  Carlow,  no  less  than 
of  the  privileges  of  your  hon.  House  and  tfatjr 
humbly  pray  that  your  hon.  House  will  ba 
pleased  lo  inquire  into  the  circumstances  there- 
of, and  if  the  same  shall  be  proved,  to  lake 
such  proceedings  against  the  offender  or  of- 
fenders as  your  hon.  House  in  its  discretion 
shall  seem  meet." 

[Here  follow  331  signatures  of  OenltemeB 
and  Yeomen  of  the  largest  property  and  w- 
spectability  in  the  county.] 
Having  now  (continued  the  hon.  Mflmbcr) 
dischai^ed  my  duty  to  my  constituents,  I 
feel  that  the  best  mode  b^  which  I  euti  con- 
tinue to  do  so,  is  by  abstaining  Iroin  a  sin- 
gle remark  on  the  asKitions  contained  ia 
the  petition.  Well  knowing  the  aenutive- 
neu  of  many  Radical  RefonDers  in  thia 
House  at  the  bare  idea  of  stich  monstToui 
proceedings,  and  how  naturally  inclined 
and  doeply  pledged  they  are  to  eradicate  all 
such  abuaei,  I  with  great  confidence  com* 
mit  the  whole  matter  to  their  hands. 

Petition  read. 

Mr.  Hardy  rote  to  preaent  hii  petition. 

Mr.  O'Connell  rtnc  at  the  iBine  timet 
and  upon  its  being  suggeated  to  him 
by  an  hon.  Member  near  him  that  he 
ou|jht  to  gire  way,  he  replied,  "  No, 
I  will  not,"  and  proceeded  to  addreaa 
the  Hotite ;  Sir,  the  reaaon  fbr  my  inter- 
faring  between  the  pretentation  of  theao 
Etitiona  must  be  obvious  to  the  Houm. 
It  me  in  the  first  plaoe  aav,  thai  I  hope 
tbaie  ia  not  a  aingla  min  in  the  Houae  wlio 
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will  not  agree  wUb  me,  that  tliere  are 
groandi  foi  inquiry  in  that  petition.  It  is 
CMlunly  my  opinion  that  there  are.  I  have 
undoubtedly  always  voted  for  inquiry,  when 
Parliamentary  grounds  have  been  stated  for 
it ;  and  whether  the  case  be  my  own,  or 
that  of  any  body  else,  when  grounds  are 
alleged  for  it,  1  trust  I  always  shall  vote 
lor  inquiry.  For  the  present,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned  my«elf,  I  shall  not  complain 
of  the  unusual — I  will  not  call  it  monstrous 
^proceeding,  that  a  petition  of  this  kind 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  any  Member, 
without  giving  a  copy  of  it,  or  even  an  in- 
timation of  itscontenlB,  to  the  partieti  against 
whom  it  is  presented.  But  as  I  have  said, 
for  myself  I  scorn  to  complain.  There  is 
another,  however,  in  whose  behalf  I  appeal 
to  every  man  of  good  feeling — 1  nppeal  to 
every  father  in  this  House,  whether  it  be 
right  to  introduce  the  name  of  Mr.  John 
O'Connell  on  this  occasion  ?  I  don't  say 
that  it  was  wrong  to  introduce  his  name 
into  the  petition,  but  I  do  say  that  it  was 
unfair  and  unjust  to  bring  his  conduct  be- 
fore the  House  in  the  manner  in  which  it 
has  been  referred  to,  without  giving  any 
notice  of  the  intention  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Car)ow.  How  could  the  hon.  Member 
— ia  he  a  father  i— consent  to  lend  his  au- 
thority to  an  allegation  against  the  integrity 
on  oath  of  Mr.  John  O'Connell,  without 
giving  him  intimation  that  such  a  charge 
was  to  be  brought  against  him  f  Party 
spirit  is  bad  under  any  cii 


every  kind  and  generous  and  honourable 
feeling  of  our  nature.  And  it  is  through 
the  influence  of  this  party  spirit  that  I  am 
to  be  now  harassed  by  the  imputation  of — 
what^  Pequry — before  God,  applied  to 
as  pure  a  creature  as  ever  breathed,  the 
Member  for  Youghal.  Why,  Sir,  if  the 
hon.  Member  had  in  his  composition  any 
thing  of  humanity — if  he  were  not  a  per- 
son whose  desolated  villages  have  marked 
out  him — if  the  scream  of  the  widow,  and 
the  cry  of  the  orphan  agaimt  his  tyranny 
were  not  yet  crying  in  his  ears — if  he  were 
not  of  such  a  nature,  he  never  would  have 
made  this  attack  on  the  hon.  Member  for 
Youghal,  without  giving  him  that  notice 
which  would  enable  him  to  throwback  into 
their  foul  den  the  calumnies — 

The  Speaker  said,  I  am  sure  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  will  see,  on  the  least  re* 
flection,  the  propriety  of  explaining  the  ex- 
pressions which  he  has  used. 

Mr.  GConnell:  Perhaps,  Sir,  I  may  be 
Hwuied  If,  with  the  provocation  I  received, 


I  was  carried  away  by  my  feelings.  Imnat 
he  permitted,  however,  to  say,  that  when  I 
spoke  of  casting  the  calumnies  referred  to 
in  the  petition  back  into  their  foul  den,  I 
meant  the  expression  to  apply  to  the  peti- 
tioners ,  [ok,  (A  .'3  It  appears  then,  that  b^ 
some  I  have  been  understood  otherwise,  fie 
it  BO.  ["  The  Orange  Den  }"\  And  suppose 
I  hod  used  that  expression,  and  applied  it, 
OS  some  would  infer,  let  me  ask  whether  I 
should  not  be  justified  in  doing  so?  Is 
there  no  Orange  Den — is  there  no  conspi> 
racy  there  (pointing  to  the  Opposttion]  ? 
Well,  I  teat  carried  away  by  my  feelings. 
Beit  so;  but  I  don't  think  that  in  appealing 
on  his  behalf  to  the  House — in  whose  be- 
half alone  1  do  appeal — that  any  man  would 
condemn  roe  of  any  ereet  error  in  being  a 
little  more  violent,  if  you  please,  than  I 
should  be  on  any  other  subject.  But  I  will 
go  on.  1  will  speak  on  behalf  of  the  Mem- 
ber for  Youghal,  who  has  been  thus  as- 
sailed.  1  will  appeal,  in  the  first  place,  to 
this  fact — was  it  not  perfectly  well  known 
that  I  addressed  the  electors  of  Carlow  in 
favour  of  Raphael  and  Vigors,  the  men  p»« 
titioned  asainst }  And  was  not  this  per- 
fectly well  known  to  the  petitioners ;  and 
when  they  chose  to  leave  on  the  Committee 
Mr.  John  O'Connell,  did  they  not  know 
that  I  was  a  strong  partisan  of  Raphael  and 
Vigors?  Have  they  a  right  then,  I  say,  to 
impeach  for  attending  the  ballot  of  the 
Committee,  him  whose  duty  it  was  to  be 
present  ?  Had  they  not  a  full  and  perfect  ■ 
knowledge  of  the  part  which  I  had  taken  ia 
the  election?  Why,  then,  did  they  suffer  the 
name  of  John  O'Connell  to  remain  on  the 
list  of  the  Committee?  Oh!  every  body 
who  understands  anything  of  the  Com- 
mittees of  this  House,  understands  why  th^ 
did  so.  They  were  secure  of  their  Com* 
mittee.  Even  though  it  is  1  who  say  it,  I 
call  upon— nay,  1  taunt  any  man  on  that 
Committee  to  deny,  if  he  can,  that  John 
O'Connell  has  conscientiously  and  fairly  ex- 
ercised his  duty  as  any  other  Member  upon 
that  Committee.  Why  do  I  say  this?  Be- 
cause the  very  Chairman  of  the  Committet^ 
in  answer  to  something  more  than  an  insU 
nuation  which  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  throw 
out  against  their  conduct,  expressed  bis  re- 
gret that  I  had  not  followed  the  example 
set  me  by  the  conduct  of  Mr.  John  O'Con- 
nell. The  very  Chairman,  I  repeat,  bore 
testimony  upon  that  occasion,  to  the  inte- 
grity of  his  conduct,  and  referred  to  it  as  ^ 
being  worthy  of  my  imitation.  But  what, 
af^  all,  is  the  accasalion  against  him? 
That  be  whs  bii  father's  metsenger  on  tht 


379        Carhw  Eleciion—  {COMMONS}  Mr.  O'CmneU^ Mr. Raphael.  280 

incoatroTertible  facts.     Some  intimatioa  of 
the  ROTt  was  given  to  the  Committee  nhifh 


■ubject  of  1,000^,  when  it  was  known  that 
thnt  &ther  was  an  open  partinn  of  Raphael 
and  Vigon.  So  that  his  name  has  now 
been  introduced,  not  to  give  weight  to  this 
charge,  but  for  the  purpose  of  influencing 
those  feelings  which  are  endeavoured  to  be 
roused  by  means  of  public  meetings  abroad, 
and  in  order  to  halloo  on  the  cry  of  the 
Tory  Press,  to  which,  as  a  stock  in  trade, 
I  am  worth  nine.tenths  of  all  their  wealth. 
It  is  for  these  purposes  that  the  feelings  of 
affectdon,  of  love,  are  to  be  grossly  out- 
laged.  But  when  I  can  express  a  sincere 
belief  that  there  is  not  a  not  a  more  du- 
tiful and  respectful  son  than  the  Member 
for  Youghal — when  I  am  conscious  of  that 
—I  do  not  envy  the  Orange  triumph,  which 
amounts  to  aiming  a  dagger  at  my  heart, 
that  falls  blunted  from  the  shield  of  the  ho- 
nour and  integrity  of  my  upright,  loved, 
pure,  and  (except  through  falsehood)  my 
unimpeachable  aoa. 

Colonel  Bruen  ■■  With  respect  to  what 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  stated 
aa  to  my  not  giving  him  notice  of  an  inten- 
tion to  present  the  petition  which  was  in- 
trusted to  me  on  this  subject,  I  really  did 
not  think  that  any  other  notice  than  whs 
I  put  on  the  votes  was  necessary  of  a  peti 
tion,  which  contained  charges  with  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  must  have 
been  familiar.  With  respect  to  the  cha 
made  against  me  of  having  desolated 
lages,  aU  I  shall  say  in  re^rence  to  it 
that  it  is  just  as  true  as  the  generality  of 
the  accusations  which  fall  from  the  hun.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  lips.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  it  will  be  received  by  the  House  with 
that  degree  of  credit  which  they  generally 
attadi  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman' 
awertions.  With  regard  to  my  private 
character  as  a  landlord,  I  do  not  dread 
a  comparisoa  with  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member,  or  any  other  landlord  in  or 
out  of  Parliament  in  that  capacity ;  and 
I  am  happy  to  say,  that  the  great  ma- 
jprity  of  the  freeholders  of  Carluw,  il 
they  were  allowed  to  vote  as  they  them- 
■elves  pleased,  would  prove,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  public  and  the  country,  that  the 
character  which  I  bore  as  a  landlord  before 
Rfonn  lessons,  as  they  have  been  called, 
were  taught  the  electors,  siill  remains  the 
But  the  fact  is,  that  three-fourths  of 


upon  the  election  last  year,  and  I  hope 
and  trust  that  such  iaformation  will  be 
brought  before  the  Committee,  which  I  taka 
it  will  be  appointed  on  this  Motion,  as  will 
undeceive  the  Gentlemen  of  this  country,  as 
to  the  transactions  which  take  place  in  Ire- 
land ;  for  I  venture  to  assert  that  at  pre- 
Knt  English  Gentlemen  are  totally  and  al- 
together ignorant  of  them. 

Mr.  John  O'Connell  said,  it  can  hardly 
be  expected  that  I  should  be  able  to  com- 
mand my  feelings  after  the  expresdoni 
which  have  been  uttered  with  reference  to 
me  by  the  hon.  Member  who  has  spokea 
last  but  one  in  this  discussion.  There  are 
ties  and  relations  between  that  hon.  Mem- 
ber and  myself  which  I  shall  not  farther 
refer  to  than  to  say,  that  I  find  it  extremely 
dilficult  to  repress  my  feelings,  after  what 
has  taken  place  to  night,  and  after  tha 
observations  which  he  has  addressed  to  the 
House.  I  will,  however,  at  once  address 
myself  to  the  matter  under  discusaon,  and 
say,  that  although  I  believe  the  present 
attack  upnm  me  is  made  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  injuring  him,  yet  I  care  as  little  for  it 
as  I  am  sure  he  does.  I,  just  as  he,  court 
inquiry,  and  am  most  anxious  to  have  a 
Committee  appointed.  The  hon.  Member 
who  spoke  last  culled  on  me,  as  one  of  the 
Members  of  this  House,  to  vote  for  a  Com- 
mittee, which  he  nays  will  prove  most 
useful  in  supplying  information  to  the  in- 
habitants of  this  country  as  to  the  practices 
at  elections  in  Ireland,  i  am  quite  willing. 
Sir,  to  vote  for  such  a  Committee.  I  cm 
upon  him  to  do  the  same,  and  let  an  im- 
partial inquiry  be  instituted  into  the  con- 
duct of  both  parties.  I  do  not  know  what 
infernal  machine  may  be  in  store  for  ut ; 
so  1  shall  intrude  no  longer  on  the  patience 
of  the  House,  than  to  Hay  that  1  am,  and 
always  have  been,  and  ever  shall  be,  ready 
to  answer,  either  here  or  elsewhere,  for 
any  conduct  of  mine  whL'h  may  ba 
considered  objec^nable  or  unjustifiable. 
l"Ohr']  Well,  then,  1  shall  only  say 
that  I  am  prepared  to  answer  any  chargs 
that  may  be  brought  against  me. 

Mr.  Hardy :  I  have  a  Petition  to  pre- 
sent on  this  subject,  signed  by  several  in* 
habitants  of  Bath,  who  are  entitled   "  the 


those  who  voted  for  the  Hon.  Gentleman  {  Friends  of  Purity  of  Election  and  the 
petitioned  against,  did  so  against  their  in- 
clination, and  under  fear  of  losing  their 
lives.  Hon.  Members  who  belong  to  this 
cpuntiT  may  be  astonished  at  what  I  have 
nid  i  but  J  state  what  are  undoubted  and 


Enemies  of  Corruption."  I  would  prefer 
to  my  reading  the  peUtion  that  it  sbouU 
be  Koi  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House.  Ai 
to  the  charge  of  not  having  presented  i 
copy  of  this  petition  to  the  bon.  aiid  learned 
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Momber  for  Dublin,  1  can  on\j  eay,  tbat 
on  the  fery  dajr  that  the  petition  was  deli- 
vered to  me,  I  mv/  a  printed  copy  (several 
of  which  had  been  sent  up  from  Bath)  in 
the  hands  of  one  of  the  hon.  and  teamed 
Gentleman's  friends.  For  this  reason, 
therefore,  and  becan^  the  Fubject  matter 
of  the  petition  had  already  gained  Bufficient 
publicity— at  all  events  to  render  it  impos- 
nble  for  the  hon.  end  learned  Gentleman 
not  to  be  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  accu. 
lations  preferred  against  him — I  abstained 
from  making  to  him  what  could  not  have 
been  a  very  gratifying  communication.  If 
I  have  been  guilty  of  any  want  of  courtesy 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin, 
I  am  sorry  for  it,  and  I  assure  him  that  T 
had  no  intention  that  such  should  be  the 
caae.  But  I  considered  it  least  of  all  neces- 
aaiy  to  present  the  petition,  or  a  copy  of  it, 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  son, 
because  I  can  attach  no  blame  to  him.  I 
am  8  father  myself — yes,  I  repeat,  I  am  a 
father;  and  I  can  apprec-iate  the  feelings  of 
one  who  bean  his  son  attacked  as  he  con- 
ceives unjustly.  But  I  do  not  regard  the 
conduct  of  that  young  gentleman  in  sny 
other  light  than  as  one  who  acted  under 
the  influence  of  his  father.  And  if  be  had 
ibedience 
It  impute 

any  blame  to  him.  Idonot  thinhthat  that 
young  gentleman  is  at  all  implicated  in  the 
transaction,  bemuse  I  see  that  he  has  done 
nothing  which  be  was  not  directed  to  do  hy 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin. 
It  now  only  remains  for  me  to  present  the 
petition,  which  will  be  read  by  the  Clerk 
at  the  Table,  and  all  I  shall  say  in  reference 
to  it  is,  that  the  Hnuse  can  judge  whether 
the  dreumstances  which  it  discloses  are  not 
a  fit  subject  fiir  inquiry.  [Lord  J.  Rvisdl: 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Member  would  read  the 
substance  of  the  petition.]  The  petition 
began: — "From  disclosures  lately  made  by 
Alexander  Raphael,  Esq.,  of  Great  Stan- 
hope-street, it  appeara  that  shortly  before 
the  last  election"  [hon.  Members — "  Read 
the  prayer."]  The  hon.  Member  ac- 
cordingly read  the  prayer  of  the  petition : — 
**  And  your  petitioneis  pray  that  the  prin. 
ciples  of  Reform  may  he  fully  and  fairly 
carried  into  effect."  I  am  glad  (said  the 
hon.  Member)  to  see  the  hon.  Members 
(^podte  display  such  merriment  on  this 
occasion.  I  do  not  know  whether  that 
merriment  may  be  diminished  when  I  tell 
them  that  I  believe  this  petition  emanated 
from  the  Committee  and  supporters  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bath.    The  prayer  of  the 
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petition  concluded  in  theie  word*:— 
"  Your  petitionen  are  ansinus  to  see  the 
principles  of  Reform  carried  into  efieet  in 
all  cases,  and  against  all  nffendera  alike, 
and  pray  your  honourable  House  to  inquire 
into  this  strange  transaction,  including  the 
contents  of  the  said  unpublished  letter 
(mentioned  in  the  petition),  and  take  such 
measures  as  they  deem  fit  for  protecting 
the  rights  of  f^rliamentary  election,  and 
bringing  punishment  on  all  persons  of 
whatever  political  party  tbey  may  be  who 
deserve  it.  I  shall  again  repeat  that  if  1 
have  been  guilty  of  any  discourtesy  in  not 

g'ving  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
ubiin  a  copy  of  this  petition,  I  trust  I 
may  be  excused  on  this  ground,  that  it  was 
not  a  pleasant  thing  for  me  to  communicate 
what  I  was  sure  was  supplied  to  him  from 
another  quarter,  I  must,  however,  at  the 
same  time,  say,  that  my  regret  fiir  any  neg- 
lect of  complying  with  usage  in  this  case 
is  considerably  diminished  when  I  reflect 
that  no  man  is  better  able  than  the  faon. 
and  learned  Member  to  dispense  with  mere 
forms,  and  to  grapple  with  the  substance  of 
things.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
is  certainly  capable  of  defending  himself, 
and  of  dissipating  any  clouds  of  suspicion 
which  may  be  raised  against  him  with  an 
ability  which  few  Meimwrs  of  thii  House 
can  command. 

The  petition  was  read  hf  the  Glerk. 

General  Palmer  was  understood  to  ex. 
press  his  surprise  and  regret,  that  such  a 
petition  as  that  which  baa  been  just  read, 
bad  not  been  intrusted  to  him  for  pre- 
sentation, because  he  had  never  since  he 
entered  that  House  refused  to  present  any 
petition  which  he  was  called  on  to  bring 
under  its  notice,  no  matter  what  might  bo 
the  feelings  of  parties  by  whom  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Roebuck  felt  himself  called  upon  to 
say  something  respecting  the  petition  from 
Bath  ;  and  first  in  answer  to  the  assertion 
of  the  lion.  Member  opposite,  who  had  said 
that  it  emanated  from  his  supporters.  He 
was  happy  to  be  able  to  say  in  tbetr  name, 
that  be  repudiated  the  petition  wholly  as 
proceeding  from  bis  supporters — repudiated 
it  both  as  to  its  spirit  and  in  the  way  of 
carrying  it  on.  To  prove  that  the  petition 
did  not  emanate  from  his  supporters,  he 
would  state,  that  it  proceeded  from  a 
society  of  persons  calling  themselves  the 
"  Liberal  Association,"  who  had  taben  that 
name  lately,  because  tbey  knew  that  none 
other  would  be  popular,  and  under  that 
name,  to  which  th^  had  no  true  tinm, 
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bad  made  a  (currilous  atUcIc  upon  him 
when   he  vna    100  milei   dUtant.     They   i 
were  penoiM,  who,  on  a  penwnal  matter, 
had    caiivaswd  Memben  of  that    House 
inder  the  name  of  a  Liberal  Association,    : 


when  every  one,  who  knew  anything  about 
Bath  well  knew,  that  they  were  among 
the  most  rahid  Tories  in  the  kingdom. 
Those  wore  the  pergoni  who  now  stood  up 
for  purity  of  election,  having  taken  a  very 
extraordinary  mode  of  showing  their  own 
purity  of  purpose.  They  wrote  to  his  hon. 
Friend,  as  had  been  stated,  requesting  his 
support,  under  the  name  of  the  "  Libera] 
Association,"  and  his  hon.  Friend  called 
upon  him  and  inquired  if  he  knew  who 
they  were,  "  for,"  said  his  hon.  Friend, 
"  when  I  saw  the  name  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  letter,  I  thought  it  a  Tory 
name,  though  at  the  top  of  the  commu- 
nication, prSiessed  to  come  from  a  Liberal 
Association."  He  supposed,  that  his  hon. 
Friend,  knowing  the  changes  which  some- 
times took  place  in  people's  politics,  end 
aware  that  persons,  who  to-day  called 
themselves  Radicals  and  Liberals,  might 
next  day  he  found  sitting  on  the  Tory 
benchet^  did  not  know  but  a  counterpart 
this  might  occasionally  be  seen,  and  that  a 
■ingle  Tory  might  come  over  to  the  Mi- 
nisterial side.  He  had  stated  the  exact 
truth  as  regarded  this  petition,  which  had 
emanated  from  a  set  of  Tories,  who  chose 
to  usociate  for  party  purposes  under  the 
guise  of  a  Liberal  Association.  There  was 
one  name  attached  to  the  petition,  which, 
by  the  writing  he  was  very  much  inclined 
to  believe  a  forgery.  In  this  case  there 
was  nothing  but  the  mere  name,  and  the 
greater  proportion  of  the  signatures  were 
without  any  addresses.  He  would  ascer- 
tain by  the  next  post  whether  the  name 
nferred  to  was  actually  a  forgery ;  and  he 
pledged  himself  to  state  to  the  House, 
whether  he  found  himself  mistaken  or  not 
in  his  suppodtioD.  It  so  happened,  that 
this  person,  whose  name  appeared  attached 
to  the  petition,  not  three  days  ego  wrote 
him  a  letter,  inclosing  the  scurrilous 
attack  made  against  himself  by  the  "  Li- 
beral Assodation,"  disclaiming  it  wholly, 
and  using  very  strong  terms  agabst  that 
UBociation.  He  therefore  believed  the 
name  to  be  a  forgery,  and  he  knew, 
that  the  petition  emanated  tiom  the  Tories 
•fBath. 

Mr.  ffCoHnell,  as  far  as  he  was  himself 
concerned,  had  but  one  word  to  say  about 
tbe  petition,  in  answer  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Bradford.    The  hon.  Member,  by 


way  of  excuse  for  not  sending  him  a  copy 
of  the  ^tition,  wished  to  insinuate  that  he 
had  omitted  it  in  order  to  spare  his  feelings. 
That  was  the  oddest  way  of  sparing  s  man's 
feelings  that  he  ever  heard  of;  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  hurt  him  by  giving 
him  the  petition  in  private,  which,  at  the 
time,  he  intended  In  publish  to  the  whole 
British  empire.  He  was  really  surprised 
to  hear  an  hon.  Gentleman  state  such  a 
thing  with  gravity.  This  was  the  tender- 
ness of  the  butcher  to  the  calf;  he  would 
not  show  his  victim  the  knife  for  the  world  1 
The  hon.  Gentleman  appeared  to  suppose, 
that  some  exceedingly  soodoatured  friend 
would  furnish  him  with  a  copy  rf  the 
petition— the  hon.  Gentleman  might  him- 
self be  a  good-natured  friend  of  that  de- 
scription, but  he  assured  the  House,  that 
all  he  knew  of  the  petition  from  Bath  was 
this,  —  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich 
showed  him  a.  short  letter,  signed  in  the 
name  of  "  the  Liberal  Association,"  which 
contamed  no  particulars,  however,  and  in 
which  there  was  only  one  sentence  relating 
to  the  matter,  to  this  effect,—"  Will  you, 
who  have  always  been  an  enemy  to  cor- 
ruption, allow  any  man,  of  whatever  party, 
to  put  money  into  his  pocket  by  corrupt 
Parliamentary  influence  ?  "  Undoubtedly 
this  was  a  very  proper  question  to  put  to 
his  bun.  friend  ;  and  the  only  answer  that 
he,  or  any  other  man  of  like  principles, 
could  give,  must  be  in  the  negative.  He 
now  a^ed  the  hon.  Member  for  Bradford, 
what  he  meant  to  insinuate  against  the 
Member  for  Youghal,  when  he  said,  that  he 
held  that  Gentleman  excused,  because  he 
hod  acted  under  his  (Mr.  O'Connell'sj 
directions.*  The  hon.  Gentleman  had 
given  that  as  an  excuse  for  the  conduct  of 
the  Member  for  Youglial.  He  hoped  the 
hon.  Member  for  Youghal  would  take  hii 
advice,  which  he  offered  in  the  strongest 
shape, — he  said  advice,  because  during  all 
his  life,  command  had  been  unnecessary, 
—  to  leave  this  matter  to  he  adjusted 
entirely  between  the  Member  for  Brad- 
ford and  himself.  He  denied  that  there 
was  any  part  of  the  conduct  of  tbe 
Member  for  Youghal,  which  rendered  an 
apology  necessary  for  him.  He  had 
attended  here  st  the  time  of  choosing 
the  Carlow  Committee  in  the  dischaive 
of  hii  duty ;  it  was  well  known  that  he 
could  have  been  committed  if  he  did  not 
attend.  Every  one  knew  the  relationship 
subsisting  between  him  and  the  Memhn 
for  You^ial,  yet  the  latter  was  allowed  to 
remain  on  the  Committee,    Then  there 
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must  hsTe  been  eleven  Members  more  un- 
fuvouroble  to  tbe  petitioners  tbaa  his  son 
named  in  the  orif^ioal  liat,  as  they  did  not 
strike  him  off,  or  else  the  opposite  pBrtjr 
left  him  on  the  Committee  to  parade  him. 
In  either  case,  there  was  nothing  in  his 
conduct  requiring  an  apolof(y.  His  cha- 
lacter  was  stainless  as  the  driven  snow,  and 
would  evec  remain  so.  He  defied  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bradford,  or  any  other  man,  to 
cast  a  stain  upon  his  son's  conduct.  If  no 
attack  could  be  made  openly,  let  not  covert 
iosinuationg  be  resorted  to.  Let  any  Mem- 
ber of  tbe  Carlow  Committee  be  asked  haw 
the  Member  for  Youghal  had  conducted 
himself  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry,  but 
let  not  the  affectation  of  an  apology  be  of- 
fered where  it  was  not  required.  Having 
said  thus  much  on  that  subject,  as  he  ilid 
not  intend  to  speak  again,  he  would  now 
state  to  the  House  what  he  thought  fair, 
just,  and  reasonable,  to  be  done  in  the  mat- 
ter. He  suggested  that  both  the  petitions 
be  printed  and  ^aced  in  the  hands  of 
every  Member.  This  was  a  question  of 
.privilege,  and  no  matter  ought  to  interpose 
to  postpone  it,  whenever  the  House  thought 
itself  in  a  utuation  to  proceed.  He  bad 
not  the  slightest  wish,  the  least  anxiety,  to 
throw  the  inquiry  back;  on  the  contrary, 
he  felt  anxious  that  there  should  be  a  full 
and  fair  inquiry,  in  order  to  show  how  ab- 
surd was  the  notion,  which  every  reason- 
able man  must  know  to  be  false,  that  a 
single  farthing,  or  the  thousandth  part  of  a 
farthing,  remained,  or  could  have  remained 
in  bis  pocket,  or  that  fie  bad  the  slightest 
pecuniary  interest  in  the  transaction.  He 
was  willing  to  refer  the  matter  to  a  fair 
and  impartial  Committee.  He  had  been  all 
his  life  battling  against  packed  juries,  aod 
would  not  now  submit  to  anything  but  a  fair 
and  impartial  tribunal.  Let  tbe  petitions  be 
printed;  let  the  hon.  Member  opposite  give 
notice  of  a  day  for  taking  them  into  con- 
sideration, when  he  and  the  Member  for 
Youghal  might  have  a  fair  opportunity  of 
making  their  defence  before  the  House ; 
meanwhile,  he  wished  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bradford  to  state  what  charge  he  had  to 
make  against  tbe  Member  for  Youghal;  but 
he  would  give  no  answer  to  the  charge  at 
preaent.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had  implied 
a  charge,  if  he  did  not  make  one  directly, 
for  he  said  that  "  he  held  the  Member  for 
Youghal  excused,  because  be  was  acting 
under  his  father's  influence."  Let  the  hon. 
Gentleman  tell  the  House  what  act  of  bis 
■on's  life  required  an  excuse.  He  demanded 
to  hsve  it  now  stated  what  accusatioa  there 
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was  against  the  Member  for  Youghal.  If 
the  hon.  Gentleman  brought  forward  any 
charge,  let  the  Member  for  Youghal  be 
heard,  and  if  his  conduct  appeared  to  have 
been  pure  and  honourable,  let  the  fact  be 
distinctly  admitted.  He  proposed  that  the 
petitions  be  printed,  and  the  day  after  they 
were  in  the  bands  of  Members,  let  the  bon. 
Gentlemanglvenotice  of  aMotionon  the  sub- 
ject If  the  bon.  Gentleman  moved  for  a  Se- 
lect Committee  to  inquire  into  the  business 
— and  he  admitted  that  he  saw  diiitinctly 
enough  on  the  face  of  the  petitions,  parliit- 
mcntary  grounds  for  aCommittee — he  would 
support  the  motion  for  inquiry.  But,  mean- 
while, let  him  be  permitted  to  make  such 
a  statement  in  reply  to  the  charge  as  would 
go  forth  to  tbe  people  of  England,  who,  by 
the  by,  were  not  misled  by  all  the  calum- 
nies that  hod  been  uttered  against  him. 
He  heard  600  independent  men  last  night 
answer  that  question,  and  express  with  one 
vcdce  their  disbelief  of  the  charge.  All  be 
required  was  a  clear  stage,  and  no  favour. 
He  admitted  that  if  he  had  done  wrong 
in  this  matter,  he  was  doubly  wrong,  for 
he  avowed  he  was  a  Radical  Reformer,  a 
thorough  Radical  Reformer,  and  if  he  had 
done  an  act  against  the  great  principle  i^ 
purity  of  election,  no  censure  could  be  too 
bad  for  him ;  but  he  defied  any  man  to 
show  a  single  act  of  his  life  inconsistent 
with  the  principles  he  had  ever  advocated. 
He  would  not  taunt  Gentlemen  oppcute 
with  their  new-bum  love  of  pnnty — let 
those  who  had  given  20/.  a-head  for  votes 
accuse  him  of  vi^ting  purity  of  election  if 
they  pleased — even  they  had  a  right  to 
condemn  him  if  be  had  acted  wrong.  Even 
if  there  were  a  profligate  purchaser  of  per- 
jury in  the  House,  still  be  had  a  right  to 
condemn  him.  Give  him  a  fair  Committee 
an  honest  and  impartial  inquiry,  conducted 
by  men  who  would  not  allow  party  feelings 
to  bias  them—  be  did  not  shrink  from  such 
an  investiaation ;  on  the  contrary,  here,  in 
tbe  face  of  the  House,  he  demanded  it  on 
these  terms.  In  the  petitions,  it  was  stated 
that  he  had  attended  the  ballot  when  the 
Committee  on  the  Carlow  election  wu 
struck  ;  he  was  in  the  House  on  the  occa- 
sion, but  if  his  name  had  been  called,  it 
would  have  been  his  duty  to  have  answerod 
"  petitioned  against,"  his  own  return  for 
Dublin  being  contested  at  the  time.  Arising 
out  of  the  petition  against  him  1 1,000  folios 
of  evidence  had  been  sent  over,  and  the 
Sgth  of  the  month  was  appointed  by  tbe 
Committee  for  renewing  the  inquiry  into 
the  Dublin  election.     His  intention  waa. 
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the  moment  the  Committee  met,  to  make 
an  application  to  it  to  send  back  to  the 
Dublin  Commlsraoo  a  particular  inquiry, 
which  he  thought  bad  been  ttifled  on  the 
other  side.  If  he  succeeded  in  that  appli- 
cation, be  would  be  readj  for  this  inquiry 
on  the  first  of  March.  He  did  not  wish  to 
postpone  the  inquiry  at  all — why  should 
he?  Did  any  man  think  he  could  have 
any  motiTe  in  delaying  it  ?  Well ;  he 
had  done  a  great  deal  of  complicated 
burinesG  already  in  his  life,  and  if  the 
House  wished,  he  was  willing  to  under- 
take both  affairs  together.  On  the  con- 
traij,  if  the  House  thought *he  had  budoeas 
enough  on  his  hands  ali^y,  let  it  appoint 
a  Committee  in  the  way  he  had  proposed, 
which  could  adjourn  over  fur  a  week  or  a 
fortnight,  and  then  meet  to  proceed  with 
the  inquiry  from  day  to  day ;  let  the  hon. 
Member  have  the  petitions  printed,  and  ap- 
point Tuesday  next  for  bringing  on  bis  Mo- 
tion for  a  Committee.  This  was  a  questifm 
of  privilege,  and,  according  to  the  prindplf 
laid  down  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Montgomeryshire,  it  ought  to  be  speedily 
disposed  of.  He  was  quite  content  that  it 
should  be.  Let  the  hon.  Gentleman  make 
his  statement,  and  he  would  makej  bis  de- 
fence. On  the  appointment  of  the  Com- 
mittee, he  would  state  his  views  as  to  how 
the  inquiry  ought  to  be  conducted,  and  take 
objections,  if  objections  he  had,  to  the  course 
that  might  be  proposed,  or  the  persons  who 
should  be  nominated  on  the  Committee. 
Then  let  the  inquiry  take  place.  Ha  was 
desirous  of  such  an  inquiry,  and  wante 
have  it  as  lEirge  as  possible ;  he  wanted  to 
know  whether  those  who  denied  their  par- 
tidpation  in  acts  of  cruelty  in  Ireland  could 
fix  the  slightest  stain  on  his  character,  c 
ibovi  that  he  had  abandoned  the  principlt 
of  a  Radical  Reformer.  If  they  succeeded 
in  this,  he  was  ready  to  submit  to  any  pe- 
nalty that  could  he  imposed  on  him ;  but 
be  hai  a  consdousnen  that  no  Imputati 
could  be  cast  upon  his  chaiacter— that 
bad  nothing  to  vindicate  himself  from,  and 
that  he  should  stand  a*  unimpeachaUe  in 
point  of  fact,  as  he  certainly  was  in  point  of 
weling. 

Mr.  John  CfCotmeU  said,  he  was  a  very 
young  Member — perhaps  the  youngest  in 
the  House ;  however,  he  begged  to  be  al- 
lowed to  make  bis  own  de^ce,  and  re- 
qnired  no  person  to  make  adefence  for  him. 
Young  as  he  wss,  he  bad  sufficient  sense  to 
know  what  business  he  was  sent  about,  and 
iriien  he  went  with  the  papen,  he  was 
fall;  aware  of  what  he  was  doingi  and  felt 


that  he  was  doing  that  to  which  no  blame 
attached  ;  and,  if  there  was  any  blame,  he 
churned  his  full  share  of  it.  He  begged  a 
full  inquiry. 

Mr.  Hardy  said,  that  when  he  made  the 
observations  referring  to  the  conduct  of  the 
hon.  Member  who  hadjust  sat  down,  he  trust- 
ed they  would  have  been  taken  in  the  same 
spirit  as  they  were  made  in.  He  had  stated 
that  on  the  face  of  the  proceeding  he  saw 
nothing  to  impute  in  the  way  of  blame  to 
the  ban.  Member,  because,  whatever  of 
secrecy  there  was  in  paying  the  money,  be 
might  know  nothing  whatever  of  the  dr- 
cumstancea  under  which  it  was  given.  The 
hon.  Member  might  go  to  a  party,  and  re- 
cdve  the  money  without  being  cognisant 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  transaction. 
With  respect  to  this  proceeding,  if  the 
House  would  allow  him,  he  would  state, 
in  two  or  three  moments,  how  he  happened 
to  appear  in  his  present  situation.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Bribery  and  Intimidation 
Committee,  which  had  sat  for  so  long  a  time 
last  Session,  and  he  bad  previously  belonged 
toBSelectCommicteeonthesubject  of  brilKry 
to  which  a  Bill  brought  forwai^  by  him  was 
referred.  In  that  Committee  they  bad  the 
honour  of  the  assistance  of  the  Speaker  as  a 
Member.  It  was  his  intention  to  bring  his 
Bill  forward  again,  and  he  had  given  notice 
of  it  early  last  Sesdon,  but  before  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  its  introduction,  a  Motion  was 
made  by  thepresent  Under  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies,  to  appoint  a  Select  Committee  on 
Bribery  andlntimidation.  Immediately , upon 
that  Motion  being  made,  he  proposed  that 
his  Bill  should  be  presented  to  the  Com- 
mittee, in  Older  that  having  gone  throu^ 
the  ordeal  of  two  Committees,  it  might 
come  before  the  House  in  a  shape  best 
adapted  to  effect  its  object.  When  the  Bill 
was  under  consideration  before  the  Com- 
mittee, there  Was  a  Clause  in  it  supplying 
a  defect  in  Curwen's  Act,  and  fixing  a 
penalty  on  persons  recdving  money  to  pro- 
cure the  return  of  Members  to  Pariiament; 
but  it  was  thought  that  such  a  Clause  would 
not  be  necessary  now,  as  there  could  be  no 
nomination  in  boroughs  under  the  Reform 
Bill,  and  be  never  knew  of  nomination  in 
counties  before.  He  agreed  that  the  Clause 
should  be  struckout,  and  accordingly  itwas. 
Some  time  after  the  close  of  the  Session, 
however,  in  the  month  of  October,  there 
appeared  a  correspondence  in  the  public 
papers  between  hir.  Raphael  and  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin,  and  then 
it  seemed  to  him  that  the  provinon  which 
bad  been  struck  out  of  bis  Bill  was  not  al. 
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together  ao  inapplicable  as  had  heen  nip- 
posed,  and  he  therefore  stated  to  some  of  bis 
private  friends,  not  members  of  that  House, 
that  to  Justify  the  reinsertion  of  the  Clause 
in  the  Bill,  he  would  make  a  point  of  bring- 
ing the  present  case  before  the  House,  and 
proposingan  inquirTiif  that  course  sbouLl  be 
thought  proper.  On  the  first  day  of  the 
Session,  he  watched  till  the  last  moment  to 
see  if  any  Member  of  more  weight  ftnd  in- 
fluence than  himself  would  bring  the  mat- 
ter forward,  and  that  not  being  the  case,  he 
had  given  bis  notice  on  the  subject.  In 
pursuance  of  that  notice  here  he  was.  He 
would  not  shrint  from  his  duty.  He 
did  think  this  was  a  case  demanding  in- 
fjuiry,  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
country  thought  so  t<Ki,  Imputations  were 
cast  upon  the  Member  for  Dublin,  which 
he  should  have  thought  would  hnve  made 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  himself, 
the  first  to  call  for  an  inquiry,  and  not  wait 
till  it  was  proposed  by  another  Member. 
Here  were  imputations  which  clearly 
amounted  to  a  breach  of  privilt^,  and  be 
had  seen  Members  have  persons  culled  to 
the  bar  for  publishing  in  the  newspapers 
imputations  of  a  much  higher  nature  than 
these.  When  such  severe  imputations  were 
cast  upon  an  hon.  Member,  it  became  him, 
or  some  othei  individual,  to  call  for  an  in- 
quiry ;  and  therefore  it  was,  that  he  bad 
made  the  present  Motion,  in  order  that  the 
Ion.  Gentleman  might  vindicate  himself 
from  suspicion.  He  was  quite  ready  and 
anxious  to  give  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman every  opportunity  of  vindication 
which  the  House  might  think  he  ought  to 
have.  All  he  wished  for  was  a  full,  fair, 
and  free  inquiry  into  circumstances  which 
api)eared,  at  the  first  hlush,  to  attach  dis- 
credit  to  a  Member  of  the  House,  and  to 
reflect  on  the  character  of  the  House  itself. 
When  he  looked  at  the  correspondence  pub- 
lished by  the  late  Member  for  Carlow,  and 
examined  the  &cts  cnniained  in  it,  he  did 
not  draw  the  inference  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin  had  put  any 
money  in  bis  pocket,  though  he  saw  it  im- 
puted to  the  hon.  Member  in  the  news- 
papers, and  observed  that  something  like  it 
was  alleged  by  the  person  with  whom  the 
bargain  was  made.  He  did  not  wish  to  in- 
sinuate that,  but  it  was  not  necessary,  in 
order  to  imply  corruption,  and  an  improper 
traffic,  that  a  man  should  put  money  into 
bis  own  pocket,  if  it  appeared  that  he  had 
secured  the  return  of  partisans  bound  to 
maintain hisowTi  principle*  in  the  Hoiise.and 
indeed  tied  down  bv  written  statements. 
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The  Speaker  called  the  hon.  Member  to 
order,  the  limits  of  which  he  was  now 
transgressing.  The  only  question  was, 
that  the  petition  do  lie  on  the  Table,  and 
when  that  was  decided,  it  would  he  for 
the  hon.  Member  to  state  what  course  he 
meant  to  take. 

Mr.  Hardif  would  in  that  case  postpone 
any  observations.  He  was  only  anxious  to 
show,  that  he  was  influenced  by  no  motive 
but  the  discharge  of  his  public  duty. 

Colonel  Parrif  observed,  in  reference  to 
a  complaint  made  by  an  hon.  Member,  as 
to  the  Bath  petition  not  having  been  in- 
trunted  to  him,  that  he  was  sure  no  re- 
flection was  intended  upon  the  venerable 
character  of  that  individual.  He  hoped 
the  inquiry  would  be  fairly  conducted,  and 
wherever  blame  was  found  to  rest  there  it 
miglit  fall.  He  must  hold  up  both  his 
bands  against  the  doctrine  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bradford,  tliat  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin  was  to  be 
responsible  for  the  conduct  of  his  son. 
The  hon,  and  learned  Member  roust  have 
anxiety  enough  without  thin  consideration 
being  added  to  it.  In  conclu^on,  he  had 
only  to  add,  that  he  should  vote  for  an 

Mr,  OConnell  said,  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Camarvon  bad  mistaken  him  if  he 
supposed  that  he  declined  to  be  responsible 
for  the  Member  for  Youghal.  What  he 
said  was,  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
conduct  of  the  Member  for  Youghal,  that 
required  defence,  or  called  upon  him  to 
interpose  the  shield  of  his  authority  over 
bis  son ;  that  was  what  be  said,  and  he 
defied  the  hon.  Member  to  contradict  him. 

Colonel  Parri/i  The  hon.  Member  for 
Dublin  spoke  in  defiance  of  him,  but  that 
must  be  owing  to  the  hon.  Member's  mis- 
apprehension of  what  he  said.  What  he 
said,  or  meant  to  say,  was,  that  he  held  up 
both  his  hands  against  the  doctrine  of  the 
Member  for  Bradford,  because  it  went  to 
annoy  the  feelings  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member,  already  sufficiently  excited,  by 
making  him  responsible  for  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Youghal. 

Mr.  Hardy  moved,  that  the  petitions  be 
printed  and  taken  into  further  consider- 

Mr.  fVilUams  Wynn  thought  that  there 
should  b2  as  littiedelay  a*  possible.  He  would 
Euggest  Monday  as  the  best  day  for  thediscus- 
Dion,  unless  that  would  be  inconvenient  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin, 

Lord  John  liussrll  th(iiii;lit  it  wouH  he 
til  [VMttpono  the  iti:u'u:  i'rti 
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till  Tuesday,  ina«mucli  as  tbe  bon.  Member 
for  Bath  had  given  notice  of  a  Motion 
relative  to  the  state  of  the  Mauritius, 
which  had  already  been  fixed  for  Monday. 

Mr.  Hume  hoped  there  was  no  wish  to 
■how  any  want  of  courtesy  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  aud,  as  the  Hon.  and  learned 
Member  fot  Dublin  had  already  named 
Tuesday,  he  put  it  to  the  gentlemanly 
feelings  of  tbe  House  not  to  press  the  mat- 
ter any  further.  Twenty-four  hours  would 
really  make  very  little  difference  ;  and,  as 
another  very  important  subject  bad  been 
fixed  for  Monday,  Tuesday  would  be  quiti 
time  enough  to  proceed  with  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  O'Conndl  said,  the  reason  he  pre- 
ferred Tuesday  was,  that  he  regarded  the 
whole  charge  as  a  moc^  solemnity.  The 
noble  Lord  (Stanley)  might  differ  from 
him.  He  considered  the  charge  a  ridicu- 
lous one,  instigated,  not  in  that  House, 
but  out  of  it,  by  the  grossest  party  spirit ; 
and  repealed  in  that  House  by  men  who 
bad  employed  all  their  lives  in  bribing  and 
corrupting.  He  wished  for  Tuesday,  be- 
cause there  were  two  important  questions 
filed  for  Monday,  in  tbe  discussbn  of 
which  be  wished  to  take  a  part.  Tuesday 
would  be  quite  time  enough,  and  he  could 
assure  the  House  he  should  repose  with  the 
utmost  nonchalance  under  all  the  anxieti' 
of  this  mighty  and  weighty  accusation, 
regard  to  which  be  bad  already  been  ac- 
quitted of  all  pecuniary  turpitude  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bradford.  ["  JVb,  no."]  He 
did  not  mean  the  noble  Lord  (Stanley);  he 
did  not  saylhe  noble  Lord  bad  acquitted  htm; 
— oh,  no !  be  knew  too  well  the  delicacy  of 
his  enmity; — he  had  esperienced  it  too  often 
already  ;  but  be  understood  tbe  ban.  Mem- 
ber for  Bradford  to  acquit  him  of  any  pecu* 
niary  turpitude  in  the  matter.  If  tbe 
House  would  fix  Tuesday,  there  he  should 
be,  he  trusted,  in  perfect  health,  certainly 
in  good  spirits,  and  ready,  at  all  events,  to 
meet  and  refute  the  charge, — refute,  did  he 
Bay  ? — Ob,  no  !  it  coula  not  be  necessary 
for  him  ;  but  to  convince  every  impartial 
man  in  that  House  that  there  was  not  one 
particle  of  ground  for  the  imputation.  He 
was  entitlrf  to  that  assertion,  and  all  he  re- 
quired for  the  present  was,  that  tbe  House 
should  suspend  its  judgment  till  Tuesday, 
when  tbe  hon.  Member  for  Bradford  might 
speak  at  any  length  he  pleased,  and  with 
all  his  accustomed  power,  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Carlow  would  be  at  liberty  to 
talk  as  disparagingly  as  he  had  ventured, 
most  untruly,  to  s^k  of  bim.  \_"  Order, 
order.2 


The  Speaker  was  sure  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  would  see  at  once  that  tbe 
exprewion  he  bad  used  was  very  strong,  and 
altogether  unparliamentary. 

Mr.  (yCtmneU  was  sorry  if  he  had  made 
use  of  unparliamentary  language.  If  he 
bad  done  so,  be  begged  leave  to  retract  it ; 
but  he  did  not  thmk  that  to  say  be  had 
been  untruly  accused  was  very  unparlia- 
mentary language.  If  it  were  so  considered 
by  tbe  House,  he  bad  no  feelings  of  resent- 
ment to  gratify,  and  therefore  be  repudi- 
ated the  expres^on.  Having  said  thus 
much,  he  would  not  enter  into  tbe  subject 
more  at  length,  beyond  again  expressing 
the  hope  that  the  House  would  postpone 
till  Tuesday  further  discusuon. 

Mr.  Roebuck  said,  it  would  be  a  serious 
inconvenience  to  postpone  tbe  inquiry 
which  bad  been  fixed  for  Monday ;  and  as 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Stanley)  would 
have  on  that  evening  to  meet  a  very  im- 
portant charge,  which  would  be  brought 
against  himself,  be  had  no  doubt  be  would 
be  anxious  that  it  should  take  precedence  of 
the  discussion  in  which  tbe  ban.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin  was  personally  impli- 
cated. 

Lord  Stanley  could  assure  the  House 
that,  as  he  had  never  shrunk  from  the 
discharging  of  any  part  of  bis  public  duty, 
so  be  never  would  shrink  from  meeting  any 
charge  made  against  bim  by  tbe  hon.  Mem- 
ber, or  any  one  else.  It  was  a  matter  of 
perfect  indifference  to  him  whether  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Bath  came 
on  upon  Monday  or  on  any  other  day ;  and 
it  was  equally  indifferent  to  him,  as  far  as 
he  was  personally  concerned,  wbether  the 
Motion  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin  was  fixed 
for  Tuesday  or  not.  Whatever  that  hon. 
and  learned  Member  might  be  pleased  to 
think  of  the  delicacy  by  which  bis  enmity 
towards  him  was  characterixed  in  that 
House  or  elsewhere,  he  trusted  it  would 
never  lead  him  to  take  any  step  which 
would  be  disgraceful  to  his  feelings  as  k 
Gentleman  and  as  a  Member  of  that  House. 
He  considered  tbe  bon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber's political  character  and  political  position 
fraught  with  danger  to  the  empire  at  large. 
Politically  be  had  always  opposed  bim,  and 
be  thanked  his  candour  when  he  declared 
IS  a  high  gratification  to  hear  the  ex- 
pression of  his  belief,  that  during  tbe  Ad- 
rain  ist  rat  inn  of  I^rd  Cirey  he  (Lord 
Stanle;)  bad  essentially  served  to  tbwart 
that  bon.  and  learned  Member's  political 
ichemea.   But  poUticol  grounds  of  hostility 
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be  would  never  mfier  t 
personnl  vindictireneos. 


]  degenerate  into ' 
He  never  would ' 
nnich  a  Committee  as  that  to  be  moved 
for  bj  the  ban.  Member  for  Bradford,  be- 
canse  he  should  digtrust  his  own  judgment 
in  a  case  where  be  rat  on  the  character  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member.  If,  there- 
fore, he  were  nominated  on  the  CommiLtee. 
he  should  at  once  decline  serving  on  it. 
He  never  had  made  an  attack  on  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member — he  never  would  do 
■o — in  his  absence,  when  it 
for  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  himself;  but  he  was  bound  to  say,  when 
t^e  hon.  and  learned  Member  appealed  lo 
him,  whether  he  were  already  exempted 
from  any  charge  of  personal  corruption, 
whatever  might  be  his  own  opinion  as  to 
the  justice  of  the  charge,  he  was  bound  to 
my  that  the  charge  did  hang  over  the  bon. 
Member't  head,  and  answer  it  he  must  in 
that  House  and  before  this  country.  Whafr- 
erer  application  the  hon.  and  teamed 
Member  was  prepared  to  make  of  that 
money  which  it  was  alleged  he  had  received, 
the  allegation  that  he  did  receive  it,  and 
that  for  such  a  sum  he  contracted  that  a 
Member  should  have  a  seat  in  that  House, 
filed  him  distinctly  end  mibstantially  with 
the  charge;  whether  he  meant  to  apply  it 
peraonally  to  his  private  advantage,  or  po- 
litically as  a  means  of  public  corruption, 
it  was  equally  discreditable  to  him  as  a 
charge  of  personal  or  pecuniary  corruption. 
He  had  not  intended  to  say  one  word  on 
this  subject.  He  declared  on  his  honour 
as  B  Gentleman  he  had  no  auch  intention, 
but  the  teamed  Member  provoked  him  to 
■pealc  He  denied  that  he  conndered  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  exempted  from 
the  charge  of  corruption.  He  pronounced 
no  opinion  as  to  whether  he  was  guitty  or 
not,  but  this  he  would  say,  that  the  lion. 
and  learned  Member  was  not  justified  in 
lepreseating  —  and  much  had  he  l>een 
astonished  in  seeing  bis  right  hon.  Friend 
opposite  (Sir  J.  C.  Hobhouse)  intimaiing 
his  assent  to  the  statement  by  a  loud  and 
Todferous  cheer — as  if  so  grave  an  imputa- 
tion on  the  character  and  conduct  of  any 
hon.  Memlier  of  that  House  should  rather 
be  laughed  away  and  treated  as  a  thing  too 
ridicutous  to  demand  the  serious  and  de- 
liberate investigation  of  that  Parliament, 
which  had  already  proved  itself  determined 
to  do  away  with  the  corruptions  which 
iub«isted  under  a  former  system,  and  which, 
UHMt  of  alt,  was  bound  consistently  to 
ucectun  and  punish  the  delinquency  of 
fbow  who  bad  been  the  foremost  in  de- 


nouncing and  the  readiest  in  determining 
and  in  inflicting  the  punishment  of  others. 
He  hoped  he  had  misunderstood  his  right 
hon.  Friend,  and  yet  his  manner  was  so 
marked  that  he  could  not  persuade  himself 
that  he  had  been  mistaken;  he  heard  him 
so  loudly  cheei  the  assertion  which  fell 
from  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Dublin,  that  this  was  a  charge  so  utterly 
ridiculous  that  it  should  I>e  treated  alto- 
gether with  contempt — that  it  was  one 
which  that  House  was  taking  up  as  a  mat- 
ter of  mock  solemnity,  and  for  that  reason 
it  was  a  matter  of  indifierence  to  him  on 
which  day  it  should  he  brought  forward. 
He  thought  ic  could  be  no  matter  of  mock 
solemnity  to  that  House,  which  had  already 
instituted  bo  many  proceedings  into  cases  of 
corruption  in  various  towns  and  boroughs, 
such  as  York,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  and 
even  the  alleged  case  of  Chatham.  It 
must  be  a  matter  of  deep  importance  to  the 
Members  of  that  House,  whether  there  was 
or  not  an  individual  in  it  capable  of  exer- 
cising auch  influence,  as  to  introduce  into  a 
county  of  Ireland  a  person  utterly  unknown 
to  the  constituency,  of  whom  he  expressed 
the  lowest  and  the  meanest  opinion,  and 
who,  possessing  that  influence,  was  pre- 
pared ^r  its  exercise  to  receive,  on  what- 
ever pretence,  the  sum  of  2,000/,  If  there 
was  anything  in  reform,  if  there  was  any 
desire  to  support  the  purity  of  election,  if 
there  was  any  desire  really  to  maintain 
those  principles  to  which  he  ever  had  l)een, 
and  now  was,  sincerely  attached,  the  last 
thing  that  should  be  urged  on  such  an  oc- 
casion  as  the  present  would  be,  that  this 
was  a  mere  matter  of  mock  solemnity,  and 
on  that  account  it  was  quite  iudifierent 
whether  brought  forward  on  one  day  or 
another.  As  he  said  before,  be  cared  not 
on  whst  day  it  vros  brouglit  forward ;  if 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  preferred 
Tuesday,  Tuesday  let  it  be.  He  knew  not 
why  it  should  not  he  proceeded  with  at 
once.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member  con* 
fessed  that  he  thought  it  fitting  for  inquiry 
before  a  Committee—  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bradford  only  moved  for  a  Committed- 
nothing  more ;  yet,  said  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member,  give  us  three  days  be- 
tween the  time  of  giving  notice  and  the 
moving  for  that  Committee.  It  was  not 
for  him  to  say  how  that  time  was  to  be 
employed.  It  was  not  for  him  to  say 
whether  a  delay  of  three  days  was  neces- 
sary or  desirable  for  the  hon.  and  teamed 
Meml>er;  he  freely  confessed  he  could  not 
enter  into  the  hon.  and  teamed  Member's 
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feelings ;  he  did  not  understand  them — he 
never  participated  in  them ;  but  this  he 
knew,  that  if  he  sat  in  that  Hnuee  under 
Buch  a  charge — a  charge  repeated  aver  and 
over  again — B  charge  supported  by  docu- 
ments, detailing  facts,  some  denied,  much 
admitted  on  both  sides — a  charge  that  he 
bad  obtained  mone^  corruptlv  to  procure  for 
an  individual  a  scat  in  that  House,  twenty- 
four  bouts  i^hould  not  have  elapsed  from  the 
meeting  of  Parliament  without  he  himself 
moving  for  the  appointment  of  a  Cora, 
mittee.  He  remembered  one  occasion  on 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
found  it  convenient  to  take  some  days  to 
answer  a  charge  which  had  been  made 
against  him  ;  he  never  quarrelled  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  taking  as 
much  time  as  he  considered  necessary 
to  enable  him  to  answer  any  of  his  obser- 
vations ;  he  did  not  complain  of  the  hon. 
Member'))  requesting  till  Tuesday  on  the 
present  occaeroa  ;  but  were  it  his  own  ca.se, 
rather  than  move  for  the  postponement  of 
one  single  hour,  if  the  matter  had  not  been 
investigated  sooner,  he  would  call  on  the 
House  at  once  to  express  its  judgment 

Mr.  CConiiell  said,  that  the  noble  Lord 
had  totally  misstated  him.  He  never  said 
that  the  noble  Lord  had  acquitted  him  ;  he 
had  not  even  insinuated  it ;  all  he  ssld  was, 
that  be  understood  the  bou.  Member  for 
Bradford  to  exonerate  him  completely  from 
pecuniary  corruption.  The  noble  Lord  put 
it  unfairiy  ;  but  he  ought  to  have  listened 
to  what  had  been  said  before  be  rose  to 
make  his  speech.  The  noble  Ixtrd  had  also 
said  that  he  could  not  see  whyany  post- 
ponement should  be  required.  Where  was 
the  noble  Lord  when  the  petitions — the 
first  tangible  ground  laid  before  the  House 
for  inquiry — were  ordered  to  be  printed  t 
Did  the  noble  Lord  mean  to  say  that  it  was 
not  a  fair  and  legitimate  course  to  require 
that  they  should  be  printed?  For  what 
purpose  f  That  in  the  reply  to  them,  de- 
libefately  made,  that  calumny  against  him 
so  industriously  circulated — that  calumny 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  repeated  to- 
night, in  defiance  of  the  facts,  should  be 
repelled  from  that  House,  and  every  one  of 
those  insinuations  which  the  noble  Lord 
threw  out,  shown  to  be  as  unfounded  as 
were  ever  dictated  by  malevolence,  and 
countenanced  by  party  spirit.  That  was 
his  object  Not  one  word  had  fallen  from 
the  noble  Lord  of  chai^  against  htm.  but 
lie  should  be  able  to  prove  it  wholly  dcstiiuie 
of  Ihe  slightest  shadow  »f  truth.  When  the 
noble  Lord  talked  of  having  thwarted  liioi 


in  his  exertions  in  Ireland,  he  could  only 
say  that  no  man  ever  made  greater  advanoei 
in  that  oi  any  other  country  under  such 
supposed  unfavourable  circumstances.  So 
far  from  having  thwarted  his  plans,  the 
noble  Lord  had  materiaUy  advanced  them. 
There  was  about  the  noble  Lord  something 
be  could  not  describe,  that  the  Irijjb  did  not 
fall  in  love  with — whether  it  was  in  matter 
or  in  manner,  or  in  the  combination  of  both 
— whether  it  was  the  want  of  impartiality, 
of  judgment,  end  bias. 

Viscount  Howick  rose  to  order.  He  wai 
sure  the  House  would  feel,  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  having  been  already 
heard  on  this  question,  it  was  not  dearable 
he  should  again  persist  in  addreiMdng  it.  He 
certainly  was  not  surprised  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  should  at  that 
moment  still  wish  to  be  heard ;  for  he  con- 
fessed that  he  listened  with  feelings  of  the 
very  deepest  regret  to  the  speech  made  by 
the  noble  Lord  who  immediately  preceded 
him.  But,  without  following  the  example 
of  his  noble  Friend,  without  pronouncing 
a  strong  opinion  on  either  side  of  a  question 
which  by  common  consent  had  been  put  off 
till  another  day — without  entering  at  that 
moment,  when  they  could  not  be  fairly  dis- 
cussed, into  charsesof  a  nature  which  must 
be  deq)ly  felt  by  tne  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber— keeping  his  mind  perfectly  free  and 
unbiassed  on  either  side — not  being  either 
personally  or  politically  the  friend  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  he  did  hope, 
having  agreed  that  the  discussion  should 
fully  and  fairly  be  token  on  Tuesday,  it 
should  for  the  present  be  allowed  to  drop. 
He  was  sure  hii  noble  Friend  himself, 
whose  generous  feelings  he  knew  so  well— 
Y'Hear,  hear,"  from  Mr.  Sheil,] — he  r^ 
peated,  in  spile  of  that  cheer,  the  generous 
feelingsof  bis  noble  Friend  would  lead  him 
the  first  to  regret  that  he  had  allowed  him- 
self, in  the  momentary  warmth  of  debate, 
to  enter  into  the  statements  he  had  just 
made.  Having  thus  cautiously  abstained 
from  saying  one  word,  or  expressing  the 
slightest  ofunion,  on  either  ude  of  the  suIh- 
ject  in  dispute,  he  did  hope  the  House 
would  not  now  hear  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  speak  again  on  this  occasion,  and 
in  refusing  to  hear  him  allow  the  matter  to 
rest,  in  common  justice,  where  it  did  for  the 

Mr.  O'Omne^f  did  not  desire,  being  in  the 
hands  of  the  House,  to  persevere.  He  was 
rc-.idy  to  submit  la  their  opinion,  whatever 
it  mi^ht  be.  It  having  been  insinuated 
that  there  was  iin  impropriety  in  post^ning 
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tbii  matter,  he  was  entitted,  he  thought,  to 
■how  that  the  charge  was  gubatantially 
ennmdlEn.  Calumny  could  he  insinuate 
in  variouH  ways — it  might  be  insinuated 
out  of  that  House,  and  in  that  House — 
even  under  the  affectation  of  fair  play  and 
justice  there  might  be  the  most  malignant 
construction  put  on  a  charge,  which  the 
charge  itfelf  did  not  bear — Y'Spoke,Spoke, 
Chair,  Chair"]  He  did  not  wish  to  perse- 
yvK.—^"  Spoke,  Spoix."^  Well,  he  would 
finisli  in  »  single  sentence.  —  f  Chair, 
Chair."'} 

The  Speaker  said,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Heraber  had  taken  a  somewhat  irregular 
course.  Either  a  question  of  this  gort 
should  be  thorougtily  discussed,  or  alto- 
gether postponed.  It  was  not,  perhaps, 
unnatural  for  the  hon.  Member  to  wish  to 
be  heard,  hut,  having  already  spoken  more 
than  once  on  the  subject,  and  as  it  was  now 
agreed  on  all  hands  that  it  should  be  post- 
poned till  Tuesday  nest,  the  more  con- 
venient course  would  be,  not  to  pursue  it 
further  at  present. 

Mr.  Hume  thought  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  had  been  treated  unfairly.  The 
noble  Lord  had,  by  implication,  advanced 
what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  most  unfair 
charge  conceivable  against  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend,  namely,  that  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  wished  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  the  question.  The  noble 
Lord  said  this,  not  knowing  the  rules  of 
the  House,  and  not  doing  his  hon.  and 
leiirncd  Friend,  the  Member  for  Dublin, 
the  justice  to  recollect  what  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Montgomery  bad  said.  The 
light  hon.  Memlier  for  Montgomery  snid, 
that  to-morrow  would  betoo  early  to  proceed 
with  the  inquiry,  and  suggested  that  the 
proper  time  would  be  Monday.  All  that 
could  be  alleged  against  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend,  the  Member  fur  Dublin 
was,  that  he  wished  the  sut^ect  to  be 
brought  forward  on  Tuesday  instead  of 
Monday.  But  what  did  the  noble  tord 
(Stanley)  say ?  "I  know  not  what  may 
be  done  in  the  eoimie  nf  three  or  four  days." 
Did  the  noble  Lord  think  that  they  were 
sll  so  stujnd  as  not  to  understand  his  inn- 
nuation  ?  He  had  no  hesitation  in  de- 
claring what  he  thought  the  noble  Lord 
meant  tu  insinuate,  llie  noble  Lord  in- 
tended to  imply,  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin  asked  for  the  post- 
ponement of  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject  until  Tuesday,  in  (xrder  that 
improper  means  night  be  used  in  the  in- 
ternl  to  preroit  jnitice  bnug  done.    No  I 


What,  then,  did  the  noble  Lord  mean  by 
saying  thiit  he  knew  not  what  might  be 
done  in  three  or  four  days?  If  the  noble 
Lord  did  not  intend  to  make  such  an  insi* 
nuation,  let  him  state  it  fairly  to  the 
House,  otherwise  be  would  tell  the  noble 
Lord  that  he  had  made  a  most  unfair 
and  unparliamentary  attack.  Besides,  the 
noble  Lord  forgot,  or  did  not  choose  to  re- 
member, that  the  hon.  Member  for  Brad- 
ford himself  jiroposed  Tuesday.  He  cer- 
tainly had  understood  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bradford  to  propose  that  day ;  at  all 
events,  he  assented  to  it  as  soon  as  it  was 
named  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Dublin.  Therefore,  in  every  point  of  view, 
the  noble  Lord  appeared  to  be  in  fault; 
and  he  thought  the  House  was  not  acting 
with  impartiality  towards  his  hon,  and 
learned  Friend,  when  it  listened  to  insinua* 
tions  against  him  of  so abominablea  nature, 
without  allowing  him  the  privilege  of  a 
reply.  When  he  heard  the  noble  Lord 
(Stanley)  say,  that  during  his  official 
career  he  had  done  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  thwart  the  views  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin,  be  thanked 
God  thai  the  noble  I^id  was  no  longer  in 
office.  Much  had  Ireland  to  rue  t ho  in- 
fluence which  the  noble  Lord  once  exercised 
there.  Hundreds  of  families  in  Ireland 
had  to  bewail  the  loss  of  life  arising  from 
the  noble  Lord's  infernal  policy.  If  ever 
any  country  was  treated — [''  Order."'^  He 
was  not  aware  that  he  was  out  of  order — r 
["QaMiiow."]  He  was  speaking  on  the 
subject  of  the  noble  Lord's  speech,  and  in 
doing  so,  he  conceived  he  was  perfectly  in 
order.  In  fact,  it  was  scarcely  possible  that 
he  could  be  more  in  order  than  he  was  at 
that  moment,  although,  perhaps,  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  might  nut  be  very 
anxious  to  hear  what  he  had  to  say.  The 
noble  Lord  now  admitted,  for  the  first  time 
that  ever  he  had  heard  him,  that  he  was 
the  individual  who  did  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  ruin  the  influence  of  the  hon.  nnit 
learned  Member  for  Dublin  by  increasing 
the  grievaticcs  of  Ireland.  Some  hon. 
Gentlemen  might  flatter  themselves  that 
that  that  was  not  the  ciise ;  but  what  had 
a  noble  Lord  in  another  place  .<iBid  P — that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin 
had  more  power  than  any  other  individual 
in  Ireland.  Why  i  What  had  given  him 
that  power  ?— ["  Quetlion.'"]  He  did  not 
know  why  he  was  to  be  subjected  to  such 
interruptions.  He  was  speaking  as  much 
to  the  point  as  the  noble  Lord  onponte, 
whoM   spoMh  lud   bwn   nceivea   witb 
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tumultuous  glioutR  nf  applause  from  those 
who  were  now  seeking  to  put  him  down. 
If  assertions  which  he  maintained  to  be 
false  were  cheered,  it  might  perhaps  be 
Bonis  reason  why  those  which  were  true 
should  not  be  listened  to.  He  pronouueed 
it  to  be  unfair  to  prevent  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend,  the  Member  for  Dublin, 
from  replying  to  the  assertions  and  to  the 
insinuations  which  the  noble  Lord  Itad 
thrown  out.  He  had  stated  why  he  con- 
sidered it  to  be  unfair ;  and  he  was  sure  the 
noble  Lord  (Stanley)  himself,  if  he  for  a 
moment  conudered  what  he  had  said,  would 
feel  that  he  had  thrown  out  insinuations 
aeeinst  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Dublin  which  were  not  justiiied  by  any 
thing  which  had  occurred  in  the  course  of 
the  debate.     He  protested  against  the  in- 

{'ustice  which  had  been  done  towards  his 
ion,  and  learned  Friend ;  but  it  was  not 
the  fvrsl  act  of  iiijuatice  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  had  suffered,  nor  would  it  be  the 
last.  He  would  have  to  bear  many  mote, 
but  out  of  them  he  would  come  with  in- 
creased power  and  influence,  to  confound 
those  who  might  plot  or  conspire  against 

Mr.  Shell  said,  that  it  was  really  of  little 
consequence  whether  the  debate  should  take 
place  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  next ;  the 
only  effect  would  be  that  the  noble  Lord, 
the  Member  for  Lancashire,  would  be 
under  the  necessity  of  postponing,  for  a 
few  hours  longer,  that  display  of  generous 
feeling  for  which  his  noble  Friend  on  the 
Treasury  Bench  had  given  him  so  much 
credit,  but  of  which  he  could  not  help 
observing,  that  the  noble  Friend  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  had  given  a  somewhat 
peculiar  specimen.  The  noble  Lord,  the 
Secretary  of  War,  had  interposed  and 
stopped  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Dubhn,  who  was  replying  to  an  assault 
made  on  his  character,  and  insinuations 
worse  than  any  direct  imputation.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin  cer- 
tainly was  out  of  order  in  spcahing  twice, 
but  he  was  a  parly  involved,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  might,  perhaps,  as  well  have 
indulged  him  in  a  slight  departure  from 
the  oriliuary  rules  of  the  House,  as  have 
indulged  the  noble  Lord  in  giving  expres- 
sion to  those  generous  feelings  of  which 
his  friends  on  the  Treasury  Elench  were  so 
much  better  competent  to  judge  than  those 
who,  judging  merely  from  the  noble  Lord's 
conduct  in  the  House,  had  arrived  at  a 
somewhat  different  conclusion,  llie  noble 
Lfui,  the   Member  for   Lancuhire,  bod 


stated  that  it  was  not  for  him  to  conjecture 
how  the  interval  between  this  night  and 
Tuesday  was  to  be  employed.  Gmerous 
insinuation  I  How  characteristic  of  the 
instinctive  magnanimity  of  the  noble  Xxird, 
who  adopted  this  mode  of  dealing  with  k 
political  rival  to  whom  he  acluiowledged 
that  he  bore  no  very  kindly  sentiments, 
liut  the  noble  Lord  deserved  not  only 
credit  for  generous  ftelings  but  for  perfect 
frankness.  He  told  the  House,  that  he  so 
far  distrusted  his  own  biases  and  prejudices, 
that  he  would  not  consent  to  serve  on  the 
Committee.  But,  if  he  were  disqualified 
as  a  Judge,  what  weight  ought  to  be  at- 
tached to  him  as  a  witness ;  and  what  im- 
pression ought  his  impassioned  advocacy  to 
produce  on  the  House?  Why  did  he  rise 
at  all  ?  Could  he  not  have  waited  for  a 
more  becoming  opportunity,  and  was  he 
hurried  to-night  into  a  premature  disclosure 
of  his  motives  in  order  to  correct  the  learned 
Member  for  Bradford,  who  declared  that 
he  acquitted  the  hon.  Member  for  Dublin 
of  all  corrupt  dealings — ["  No,  tw'"]  He 
would  repeat,  that  the  hoa.  Member  for 
Bradford  had  acquitted  the  hon,  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin  of  all  corrupt  pecu- 
niary dealing  for  his  own  personal  advar^ 
tage.  This  n-ai,  on  the  partof  the  gentle- 
men to  whom  the  Tories — be  liked  to  de- 
signate them  by  a  title  to  which  they  bad 
an  unimpaired  and  indi^utable  title — had 
committed  this  great  enterprise,  a  moat 
important  admission,  and  the  noble  Lord 
had  vainly  endeavoured  to  do  away  with 
the  effect  of  thb  hon.  acknowledgment  on 
the  part  of  the  distinguished,  but  ever 
honest  leader,  to  whom  this  effort  to  ruin 
the  character  of  a  political  antagonist  had 
been  confided.  One  word  more  on  am 
observation  of  the  noble  hoti.  He  had 
said  that,  as  a  member  of  Lord  Grey's  Go- 
vernment, he  had  done  all  in  his  power  to 
thwart  the  hon.  Member  for  Dublin.  He 
had :  and  what  was  the  result  as  it  had 
affected  Ireland  and  himself?  The  conae- 
quences  of  his  unfortunate  policy  with  IB- 
spect  to  Ireland  were  known  to  all  the 
world ;  and,  as  to  the  noble  Lord  himself, 
he  (Mr.  Shell)  would  only  bid  the  House 
look  there  I  Behold  him  sitting  in  direct 
and  ostentatious  opposition  to  his  old  col- 
leagues, whom  he  still  deagnates  as  hia 
noble  friends.  Let  the  House  (said  Mr. 
Shell,  pointing  to  the  Oppontion  Beach  on 
which  Lord  Stanley  was  sitting) — let 
the  House  behold  that  juxta  position— 
honourable  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the   Member    for    Tamworth,    and    w 
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the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Lsnca- 
ihire— tbe  great  susUiner  of  the  Reform 
Bill,  which  annihilated  the  partj  oa  hb 
present  tide  of  the  House — I  hope  not 
entirely  ignominioLu  and  tuicidaL 

The  petitions  to  be  printed — Motion  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Select  Comniittee 
deferred  till  Tuetdaj. 

FiSHBBiBB  OP  Bholahd.^  Capt^ 
PecAeUsaid,  that  in  pursuance  of  the  notice 
he  had  given,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  In 
a  Bill  for  ike  better  protection  of  the 
fisheries  in  England  and  Wales,  he  felt  it 
incumbent  on  him  to  show  the  necessity 
there  existed  for  the  measure  he  proposed, 
as  also  to  explain  the  means  bj  which  it 
was  intended  that  the  great  eril  complained 
of  should  be  remedied ;  and  in  so  doing,  be 
should  best  show  bis  aclinowledgment  for 
the  kindness  with  which  he  was  sJwajs 
received  by  the  House  bj  trespassing  on  its 
attention  as  briefly  as  so  important  a  sub- 
ject would  permit.  He  would  therefore 
remind  the  House  that  owing  to  the  de. 
crease  of  fish  which  had  been  generally 
complained  of  in  the  channel,  a  Bill  was 
brought  in  in  the  year  I8I9  which  was 
however  lost  on  the  third  reading;  but 
being  renewed  in  1822,  it  passed  this 
House,  but  was  lost  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
Ever  since  that  period,  continued  com- 
plaints have  been  made  of  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  French  boats,  as  well  as  of 
their  constant  aggression  on  the  property 
of  the  English  fishermen,  particularly  on 
the  coasts  of  Kent  and  Susses.  llieae 
foreigners  have  been  in  the  practice  of 
coming  to  our  shores  to  obtain  the  brood  of 
young  fish  which  by  the  laws  of  France 
they  were  prevented  doing  on  their  own 
nde ;  and  as  great  destruction  of  the  brood 
and  spawn  takes  place  by  trawl  and  ground 
nets  during  the  breeding  season,  a  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  by  this  House  in 
1833  to  examine  into  all  the  grievances  of 
which  the  fishermen  complained ;  and  it 
was  upon  the  recommendation  of  that  Com- 
mittee that  the  Bill  he  had  now  the  honour 
to  prc^iose  was  entirely  founded.  "  As  far," 
continued  the  hon.  member,  "a>  regards 
the  preaervation  of  the  fish  in  the  bays  and 
■haUow  waters  in  certain  seasons,  that  part 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  relating  to 
the  aggression  of  the  French  boats,  wOl  I 
tniBt  be  immediately  taken  up  by  the 
government,  particularly  as  these  vexatious 
encroachments,  are  of  daily  occurrence  by 
the  boats  from  Dieppe  and  Boulogne,  which 
heedless  of  all  nmonitiance,  drag  their 
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tmwl  aeta  right  across  the  floslaog  and 
drift  mackerd  and  herring  nets  ^  the 
fishermen  of  Brighton  and  Hastings,  doing 
irreparable  damage  and  inflicting  great  loss, 
and  in  many  cases  absolutely  carrying  off 
the  nets  of  our  defenceless  fishermen  to 
their  own  ports.  Defenceless  they  are, 
because  the  French  boats  are  compelled  by 
their  ordonnancea  to  carry  crews  of  twenty 
and  thirty  each,  whOe  those  of  the  En^sh 
boats,  never  exceed  eight  or  ten."  He 
could  assure  the  House,  that  if  the  English 
boats  could  meet  the  French  on  anything 
like  equal  terms,  tbe  summary  justice  which 
British  sailors  are  wont  to  mflict  would 
suffice,  and  no  demands  for  redress  would 
be  made  to  Parliament.  As  it  was,  pro- 
tection had  been  demanded  by  tbe  fishery 
of  Brighton  and  Hastings,  which,  although 
it  had  been  refused  by  one  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty, had,  he  rejoiced  to  say,  been  granted 
by  another;  and  which,  he  trusted,  would 
always  be  continued.  He  should  now 
proceed  to  explain  the  principle  of  the  in- 
tended  Bill,  which  had  for  its  object  the 
prevention  of  the  destruction  of  the  young 
brood  of  fish,  it  having  been  proved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Committee,  by  the  evi- 
dence of  Lord  Vernon  and  many  others, 
that  it  is  essentially  necessary  to  restrict  the 
use  of  trawl  and  drag  nets  within  limited 
distances  during  the  breeding  season  of  the 
fish,  because  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
young  brood  resort  to  the  bays  and  shallows 
till  they  are  of  a  sufficient  size  to  take 
refuge  in  deeper  water  ■  and  that  by  an 
experiment  tried  on  the  coast  of  Devon  by 
mutual  consent  of  preserving  their  breeding 
ground  undisturbed  from  July  to  Septem- 
ber, there  was  a  greater  abundance  of  fish 
in  the  ensuing  season  than  liad  ever  been 
known  on  that  coast.  The  fishermen  were 
therefore  deurous  that  the  restraint  which 
they  had  thus  voluntarily  imposed  upon 
their  fishing  should  in  future  be  enforced 
by  law.  He  should  therefore  propose  that 
the  months  of  May,  June,  July,  and 
August,  should  be  declared  the  fence 
months,  and  that  during  those  periods,  no 
trawl  or  drag  net  touching  the  ground 
should  be  used  within  one  league  of  the 
shore,  or  in  less  than  ten  fathoms  water, 
which  depth  would  enable  French  boats  to 
fish  with  advantage  near  the  great  bead* 
lands  without  injury  to  the  breeding 
ground.  To  accomplish  which  and  other 
improvements  it  would  be  necessary  to  re- 
peal certain  old  and  most  oppressive  statutes 
as  to  what  was  deemed  to  be  untizeBble 
fish.    Fw  imtaoce,  it  was  declaied,  that  a 
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brill  or  turlwt  should  be  sixteen  inches, 
soles,  pkice,  dabs,  and  he  believed  maids, 
should  be  eight  inches,  to  be  measured  from 
the  eye  to  the  utmost  extremity  of  the  tail, 
in  default  of  which  the  offender  to  be 
severely  whipped.  Now,  hon.  Gentlemen 
would  see  that  it  was  high  time  to  get  rid  of 
such  enactments,  the  impossibility  of  putting 
them  in  force  being  manifest,  notwithstand- 
ing the  newly  improved  yard  measure  in. 
troduced  by  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member 
for  Devon  (Lord  Ehrington).  He  should 
propose  to  limit  the  size  of  the  mesh  of  the 
nets,  which,  by  not  interfering  with  those 
delicacies  called  white  bait,  would  no  doubt 
ensui^  to  him  the  support  of  the  Cabinet 
Ministers,  as  well  as  of  the  worthy  Alder- 
men of  the  City  who  were  Members  of 
that  House,  It  was  also  necessary  that 
conservators  should  be  appointed.  He 
therefore  proposed  to  choose  the  conserva- 
tors from  the  most  intelligent  of  the  class 
of  fishermen,  they  being  the  most  likely  to 
be  interested  in  preserving  the  breeding 
grounds.  He  named  these  persons  in  the 
first  instance,  because  it  should  not  be  said 
that  he  was  arming  the  Government  with 
further  powers-  At  the  same  time  it  was 
necessary,  in  default  of  obtaining  proper 
persons  to  serve  the  office,  that  the  Justices 
at  Quarter  Sessions  should  appoint  the 
officem  of  the  Revenue,  who,  from  being 
always  on  the  spot,  would  no  doubt  be  the 
most  efficient  persons  to  perform  the  duty 
required.  There  was  one  recommendation 
in  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  that  he 
could  not  suffer  to  pass  without  notice,  and 
which,  if  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for 
the  Home  Department  woold  do  him  the 
honour  to  place  in  his  hands,  he  (Captain 
Pechell)  thought  from  the  experience  he 
had  obtained  lest  Session  that  he  could  dis- 
pose of  the  question  in  a  summary  manner. 
He  alluded  to  the  tithe  of  fish,  which  the 
Committee  recommended  to  be  abolished, 
nitd  which  they  found  was  demanded  and 
paid  in  Cornwall  and  Norfolk.  He  con- 
ndercd  that  this  tax  was  most  hurthenume 
and  oppressive  to  the  fishermen  ;  and  he 
trusted  that  the  noble  Lord  would  give  his 
Bttcntion  In  the  subject.  As  he  conceived 
that  the  Rcjwrt  of  the  Committee  of  iSS3 
was  conclusive,  he  had  taken  great  pains 
to  found  the  Bill  strictly  on  its  recom- 
mendation ;  end  as  the  grievances  still  con- 
tinued and  many  fishermen  were  driven 
during  the  winter  months  to  the  parish 
rates  for  support,  in  gteat  part  owing  to 
the  scarcity  of  fish  in  the  channel,  be  con- 
fidently relied  that  (h«  measure  fae  now 


proposed  would  have  the  effect  of  improving 
the  condition  of  the  fishery  generally. 

Mr,  Wigney  rose  to  support  the  Motion 
of  his  hon.  colleague,  which  he  did  with 
the  greatest  satisfaction,  being  aware  of  the 
grievances  that  had  been  stated,  and  of  the 
acts  of  aggression  that  had  been  committed 
on  the  property  of  his  constituents,  by  the 
fishermen  of  France.  There  was  a  petition 
now  lying  on  the  Table  from  the  Directors 
and  Guardians  of  the  Borough  of  Brighton, 
praying  that  some  steps  might  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  destruction  of  the  young  brood 
and  spawn  of  fish,  which  petition  both  him- 
self and  his  gallant  colleaguehad supported. 
Believing  this  to  be  a  most  necessary  mea- 
sure, and  trusting  that  the  Government 
would  prevent  the  encroachments  of  foreign 
boats,  he  should  give  bis  support  to  tne 
Bill,  which  he  was  glad  to  see  was  so 
favourably  received  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Barlow  Hog  also  rejoiced  at  the 
prospect  of  the  introduction  of  the  measure 
by  the  gallant  officer ;  but  as  it  did  not  _ 
appear  that  any  mention  was  made  of 
giving  protection  to  the  oyster  fisheries,  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gallant 
Member  to  the  many  complaints  which 
were  made  by  the  fishermen  of  Chichester, 
Emsworth,  H^vant,  and  even  of  Guernsejr 
and  Jersey. 

Mr.  Peulelt  Thommn  rose  to  express 
his  approbation  of  the  proposed  measures 
to  be  introduced  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Brighton ;  but  though  he  agreed  to  niucb 
of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  1833, 
there  were  some  parts  of  it  which  the 
gallant  officer  would  find  more  difficulty  in 
accomplishing  than  perhaps  he  imagined ; 
and  that  was,  as  regarded  the  interference 
with  the  fishing  boats  of  France,  which 
was  a  subject  mure  fitting  for  negotiation 
than  legislation. 

Captain  Pechell  in  reply  said,  although 
he  might  be  flattered  by  the  supposition 
that  he  could  manage  that  most  difficult 
and  important  quesrion  of  the  oyster  fishery, 
he  begged  to  assure  the  hon.  Member  that 
it  was  fortunately  in  the  more  able  hands 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Portsmouth  (Mr. 
Bonham  Carter),  who  bad  bestowed  vast 
attention  and  great  labour  on  that  subject. 
He,  Captain  Pechell,  did  not  anlici^te 
any  difficulty  in  carrying  through  the  Bill 
which  he  hoped  now  to  have  permisuon  to 
bring  in,  because  he  had  adopted  solely  that 
part  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee which  related  to  the  preservation  of 
the  breeding  grounds.  The  other  jmrt  re- 
lating to  the  roreign  boati  be  left  with  big 
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Majesty'l  Minuten,  a>  he  bad  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Ian  of  nations  more  than  to 
express  his  opinions  and  sentiments  thereon. 
He  therefore  relied  upon  the  support  of  the 
Governtnent ;  and  be  assured  hon.  Geiu 
tlemen  that  anj  suggeslionB  and  improve- 
ments that  they  might  tender  to  him  should 
receive  his  best  attention;  and  in  order 
that  the  best  infonnat  ion  should  be  afibrded, 
he  would  take  care  to  give  ample  time  be- 
fore the  Bill  was  brought  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 
Leave  given. 

Enorosbiho  Acts  of  Parliauent.] 
Mr.  Hume  moved,  that  all  Bills  be  in 
future  enerossed  in  plain  round  band,  in- 
stead of  luack  letter. 

The  ChaneeUor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  if  the  hon.  Member's  Resolution  were 
adopted,  there  would  then  exist  the 
anomaly  of  the  Bills  of  one  House  being 
written  in  one  vny,  and  those  of  the  other 
in  a  manner  quite  different. 

Mr.  WilliamM  Wynn  complained,  that  the 
rolls  from  the  time  of  George  Snd  were 
more  illegible  than  those  of  the  five  cen- 
turies preceding,  and  he  apprehended,  that 
unless  Rome  plan  were  laid  down  which 
would  be  uniformly  adhered  to,  it  would 
be  better  they  should  remain  as  they 
were. 

Mr.  PComKllisaA,  that  ev^ry  reason  he 
had  heard  was  one  for  passing  the  Resolu- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  Middlesex. 
The  records  formerly  were  written  legibly, 
because  writing  not  being  a  general  acquire- 
ment at  the  time,  the  dcrks  made  up  the 
records.  The  fees  being  latterly  abolished, 
the  parties  now  made  them  up,  and  they 
were  not  so  uniformly  written. 

The  SoUcUor  General  observed,  that 
whatever  other  subject  of  complaint  might 
exist  aminst  the  Court  of  Chancery,  that 
Court  had  enjoyed  for  above  a  century  and 
a-half  the  benefit  of  having  every  thing 
placed  on  record  there  in  a  good  plain  round 
hand,  and  the  consequence  was  that  every 
word  was  capable  of  being  made  out  and 
read  distinctly  by  all  persons  interested. 

The  Attomey-General  said  there  was  no 
doubt  that  the  old  system  was  very  incon- 
venient, and  that  many  Members  could  not 
read  therolls  of  Parliament  as  they  were  now 
written.  Heconfessedhe  was  himself  some- 
times puBzled  with  that  sort  of  writing,  al- 
though he  had  studied  it.  Indeed,  it  was 
known  that  ithad  puzzled  the  printers,  them- 
selves, and  theprinters' devils.  Inthecaseof 
the  printing  of  the  late  Municipal  Corpora- 


riouB  Bill,  it  was  found,  notwithstanding  ft 
supposed  careful  revision  of  the  Bill,as  print- 
ed by  the  printer  employed  and  responsible, 
tliat  some  words  had  crept  into  the  printed 
Bill  which  were  not  to  be  found,  upon  ex- 
amination, on  the  roll  itself.  It  would  hs 
welt  that  a  unifonnity  also  should  be  adopt- 
ed in  the  size  of  the  letters  in  which  these 
BOIs  were  hereafter  to  be  written,  so  that 
every  one  who  ran  might  read  them. 

Sir  F.  PoJlock  said  the  alteration  sought 
to  be  made  was  hardly  worth  contending 
for.  Bills  were  not  printed  in  blach  letter, 
and  why  they  should  continue  to  be  writ- 
ten in  that  character  he  could  not  see.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  the  system  in  use 
would  he  replaced  by  a  better  one. 

Lord  John  RiisstU  agreed  with  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  that  the  thing  was 
not  worth  contending  for.  He  should, 
however,  give  his  support  to  the  Motion  ai 
he  deemed  some  change  necessary. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  in  consequence  of 
the  observations  made  in  reference  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  he  should  beg  to  withdraw 
bis  Motion  fur  the  purpose  of  re-modelling 
it,  and  of  substituting  in  its  place  a  Motion 
to  the  effect  "  that  a  message  should  be  sent 
to  the  House  of  I^ords,  praying  their  con- 
currenne  in  the  Resolution  of  this  House 
that  Bills  before  Parliament  should  be 
written  in  a  plain  round  hand  instead  of 
black  letter. 

Colonel  Thompson  suggested,  as  an  im- 
provement on  the  Motion,  that  every  docu- 
ment of  importance  coining  before  Parlia- 
ment  should  be  printed.  He  could  not  see 
why  that  which  was  written  should  not  be 
as  well  in  print;  nor  why  things  should 
be  found  in  one  which  were  not  in  the 
other.  With  respect  to  ink,  he  was  able  to 
state  that  he  never  saw  Oriental  ink  of  any 
kind  fade  or  lose  colour,  a  fact  which  arose 
from  the  use  of  lamp  black  in  laive  quanti- 
ties in  their  ink,  and  its  absence  in  ouis. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Law  op  Libel.]  Mr.  OConnell  then 
rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  amend  the  law  of  Libel.  As  this 
subject  would  be  fully  discussed  on  the  first 
or  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  he  trusted 
the  House  would  not  think  it  necessary  for 
him  now  to  go  further  than  to  state  this 
fact— that  every  one  admitted  the  law  of 
libel  to  be  at  present  in  a  most  unsatisfac- 
tory state.  The  noble  Lord  who  lately 
filled  the  office  of  Lord  Chancellor  wai 
certainly  of  that  opinion;  and  the  noble 
Loid  who  now  filled  that  ofEcOj  when  in 
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tliat  Hoiue,  tpoke  at  length  and  veiy  ably 
upon  the  same  subject.  The  obvious  ne. 
cemity  of  altering  the  law  of  libel  would  be 
■hown,  if  he  were  to  state  iiDthing  else  than 
thi«  fact — that  as  the  slightest  written  im- 
putation upon  character  was,  in  point  of 
law,  a  libel,  where  the  smallest  exagse' 
ration  occurred  in  any  one  paper,  which 
ihould  be  copied  in  nineteen  other  papers, 
anyspeculativB  attorney  might  bring  twenty 
difierent  ectionB  against  the  parties,  and 
if  he  got  but  one  farthing  in  damages,  he 
punished  the  parties  in  penalties  perhaps 
ofSOOl^in  the  shape  of  costs.  There  was 
another  part  of  the  law  of  libel  which  re- 
quired amendment,  though  he  admitted  it 
^ould  not  be  approached  without  caution. 
At  present  it  was  a  crinunal  offence  to 
charge  any  man  with  any  crime,  or  with 
&nytning  that  might  make  him  appear  ri- 
diculous, however  he  might  merit  the 
charge.  It  was  a  crime  to  tell  the  truth — 
indeed,  it  had  been  said  that  a  libel  was 
aggravated  by  the  force  of  its  truth.  Now, 
without  concurring  at  all  in  that  opinion, 
or  of  being  suppMed  to  give  any  counte- 
nance to  it,  yet  there  was  no  lawyer,  in  or 
out  of  the  House,  but  who  must  admit  that 
it  was  no  defence  in  the  case  of  triminal 
proceedings  for  a  libel  to  prove  the  truth 
of  the  words.  And  this  anomaly  also  ex- 
isted— that  if  one  person  published  the  truth 
concerning  another,  with  however  innocent 
a  motive,  yet,  in  the  case  of  criminal  pro< 
ceedings  against  him,  he  was  convicted  and 
punished ;  but  if  he  published  the  truth, 
with  however  malicious  a  motive,  and  how- 
ever injurious  it  might  be,  yet,  in  a  civil 
action,  no  redress  was  made  to  the  injured 
party,  and  this  arising  from  the  circum- 
stance that  in  a  criminal  proceeding  the 
truth  was  no  justification,  while  in  a  civil 
action  it  was.  Without  entering  further 
into  the  subject,  he  begged  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  law 
of  Libel. 

Sir  Frederick  PoUock  admitted  that  the 
law  of  libel  was  not  in  a  natisfoctory  state, 
and  that  it  required  conuderable  alteration. 
It  WBi  impoasihle  for  any  one,  acquainted 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  of  law 
upon  the  subject,  not  to  be  impressed  with 
the  truth  of  the  remarks  which  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Dublin.  He,  for  one,  should  be  happy  ti 
contribute  whatever  was  in  his  power,  ii 
the  way  of  lu^^estion,  to  the  amendment 
of  the  present  law ;  at  the  same  time,  if 
the  Bill  should  be  Introduced  with  the 
game  amendmenta  aa  were  proposed  last 


Session  of  Parliament,  he  must  ii 
say,  Uwt  he  could  not  give  it  his  entire 
concurrence,  for  he  entertained  conaderable 
doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  several  of  those 
amendments  being  adopted. 

The  j^ffornc^-Gcnera/ said  that  one  great 
evil  arising  from  the  present  Daw  was  this, 
that  the  most  atrocious  libellers  were  a£. 
forded  the  pretence  of  complaining  that  in 
the  present  state  of  the  law  of  lib^  justice 
could  not  be  obtained.  The  most  atrocious 
libellers  defended  themselves  by  mixing  up 
'  cases  with  the  cases  of  those  against 
n  some  pettifogging  attorney  hod 
brought  the  most  unfounded  actions.  The 
hon,  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin  had 
pointed  out  two  imperfections  in  the  pre- 
sent law,  upon  which  alone  he  was  fully 
entitled  to  ask  for  leave  to  bring  in  his  BilL 
TTie  lirst  was,  that  any  speculative  attorney 
might  bring  an  action  merely  to  put  the 
costs  into  his  own  pocket ;  because  (by  on 
absurd  distinction  made  where  no  real  dif- 
ference  existed,)  if,  in  an  action  brought  for 
a  written  slander,  where  no  real  injury  bad 
been  sustained,  the  Jury  gave  only  one  far- 
thing  damages,  that  would  carry  full  costs  ; 
whereas,  if  the  action  were  for  words  apok en 
and  the  Jury  gave  a  verdict  of  one  &rthing 
damages,  the  plaintiff  would  be  entitled  to 
no  more  costs  tban  damages.  Another  fault 
pointed  out  was,  that  at  present  the  con- 
sideration of  the  truth  in  all  criminal  cases 
excluded.  He  thought  the  truth  ought 
always  to  be  admitted  to  be  given  in  evi- 
dence, and  that  it  should  go  to  the  Jury  for 
them  to  say  whether  the  publication  wai 
boH&^de  and  justifiable,  or  whether  it  was 
done  from  malicious  motives.  Ample  justice 
would  then  be  done  to  the  party,  and  a 
sufficient  protection  would,  at  the  same  time 
he  afforded  to  the  public,  which  they  did 
not  now  enjoy.  He  agreed  with  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  (Sir  Frederick  Pollock) 
that  several  of  the  provisions  in  the  Bill  tf 
last  Session  were  ol^ectionable ;  but,  at  pro- 
sent,  he  gave  the  Motion  of  the  boo.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin  his  entire  con. 


Leave  given. 

Taa  Britisb  Mubeuu.^  Mr.  Edeavrt 
moved  that  a  select  Committee  be  appcnnted 
to  inquire  into  the  condition,  management, 
and  afiairs  of  the  British  Museum. 

Mr.  WarhuTtoH  was  glad  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  on  this  subject;  and  he  hoped 
ibat,  in  addition  to  the  opinions  that  bad 
been  czpresKd  by  the  witnesses  who  were 
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eumiaed  before  the  Committee  of  loit  Ses- 
■ion  on  tLe  subject,  the  opinion  on  the  con- 
■dtutioD  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  which 
bad  been  publiahed  within  the  last  few 
days,  would  be  laid  before  the  Committee, 
because  he  considered  it  to  he  the  opinion 
of  one  who  was  a  great  authority  on  the 
nibject.  It  was  that  of  a  late  Pr^ident  of 
the  Boyal  Society,  Sir  Humphrey  Davy. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  then  read  an  extract 
frota  the  puhlicatiim  to  which  he  bad  re- 
ferred. After  stating  that  of  late  years  the 
trustees  had  always  been  chosen  from  a 
biuncb  of  the  aristocracy,  or  of  gentlemen 
who  possessed  wme  Parliamentary  infiuenee. 
Sir  Humphrey  proceeded  to  say,  "  that  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  were  considered  as  the  really 
acting  governors  of  the  institution-  But 
overwhelmed  as  those  great  officers  must 
be  with  the  religious,  legal,  and  legislative 
afiuirs  of  the  country,  it  could  not  be  sup- 
posed that  they  could  have  much  leisure  or 
opportunity  to  attend  to  the  government 
ot  management  of  a  national  institution  of 
that  kind.  All  the  officers  of  the  Museum 
— librarians  and  curators— were  elected  in 
turns  fay  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  for 
the  late  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Eldon, 
always  refused  to  act  as  trustee,  considering 
(and  very  properly  so)  that  he  had  other 
daUes  more  essential  to  discharge.  It  was 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  therefore,  that 
among  the  curators,  librarians,  and  sub. 
librarians,  there  should  be  found  many  per- 
■oiu  taken  from  the  inferior  departments  of 
the  church  and  public  offices.  The  places 
were,  no  doubt,  filled  with  respectable  and 
well  educated  men,  hut  not  by  men  natu- 
rally fitted  to  hold  them,  eidier  by  their 
knowledge  as  naturalists,  or  as  being  pro- 
found in  taste  for  antiquities  and  collections 
of  works  of  art."  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  then 
stated  this  emphatic  opinion: — "There 
latist  he  a  general  change  in  every  thing 
belonging  to  this  institution  before  a  proper 
system  ctf  radical  improvement  can  be  ef- 
fected." This  was  not  the  opinion  of  a 
Radical  Reformer,  for  he  believed  that  in 

?ilitks  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  was  a  great 
ory.  Sir  Humphrey  proceeded  to  say, 
"  that  it  appeared  to  him  this  was  the  b^ 
moment  for  a  distinct,  radical,  and  funda- 
mental change  to  be  made  in  every  thing 
belonging  to  this  ancient,  misapplied,  and 
he  might  almost  say,  useless  institution ;" 
in  consequence  of  the  care  of  this  great  in- 
Mitulioa  beiog  devolved  upon  a  Bnrd  com* 
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posed  of  gentlemen  who  could  not  be  nip- 
posed  re^y  to  understand  the  affiiirs  and 
circumstances  of  it.  Meanwhile  men 
of  science  formed  themselves  into  different 
societies,  and  at  their  own  accord,  and  at 
their  own  expense,  undertook  the  promotion 
of  those  various  departments  of  knowledge 
to  which  they  were  peculiarly  devoted, 
feeling  that  it  was  hopeless  to  look  to  the 
British  Museum,  as  at  piesent  constituted, 
for  that  encouragement  to  those  different 
branches  of  science  and  art  which,  as  a 
national  institution,  it  ought  unquestion- 
ably to  afford. 

Mr.  EitcOKil  hoped  that  the  Committee 
would  have  the  valuable  assistance  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Warburton)  in  the 
examination  which  would  ensue  into  the 
condition  of  the  institution,  as  one  of  the 
first  names  placed  in  the  list  was  that  of 
the  bon.  Member.  He  would  in  his  place 
then  have  every  opportunity  he  could  de- 
sire of  making  his  communications  with 
practical  effect,  and  it  would,  perhaps,  be 
better  to  reserve  any  discussion  on  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Board  till  then.  He  also 
hoped  to  have  the  assistance  of  the  several 
Members  who  sat  on  the  Select  Committee 
last  year,  as  their  names  would  also  remain 
on  the  list  if  the  House  had  no  objection. 

Mr.  Hume  contended  that  there  ought 
to  be  a  radical  change  in  the  system  of  man. 
agement.  The  way  the  funds  were  applied 
showed  that  the  Board  were  not  sufficiently 
at  leisure  to  attend  to  considerations  oS 
economy  and  public  utility.  Where  an  in- 
dividual had  six  or  seven  engrossing  and 
important  duties  to  perform  it  was  impos- 
sible that  he  could  discharge  them  all  satit- 
factorily,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  those  who 
granted  the  means  of  supporting  the  eatab- 
liabment  to  arrange  measures  so  that  in 
future  there  would  be  nothing  for  the  pub- 
lic to  complain  of.  Looking  at  the  present 
state  of  its  affairs,  he  must  declare  that  it 
was  imperative  on  the  Gentlemen  connected 
with  that  institution  to  defend  themselves, 
and  unless  they  make  a  good  defence  It 
would  be  imposuhle  for  ParOament  to  allow 
them  to  continue  in  their  present  position. 

Mr.  Ewart  agreed  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
bers for  Bridport  and  Middlesex  on  the 
necessity  of  Reform  which  existed  in  the 
management  of  this  great  national  institu. 
tion,  and  change  in  the  constitution  tS  it* 
Board,  composed  as  the  latter  were  of  tnw* 
tees  of  three  kinds— hereditary,  ex-offidot 
and  elective.  It  could  not  he  denied  by 
any  rational  man  that  this  great  institution 
sliould  be  thiowD  opea  to  the  public  who 
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paid  lo  liberally  for  its  muotenance.  He 
thought  it  ought,  fat  the  convenience  of 
that  public,  to  be  kept  op3n  all  Aay,  par- 
timlarly  in  the  evening,  Had  every  flay, 
Sunday  and  holiday.  It  contained  the  only 
public  library  in  the  metropolis,  and  it  was 
a  national  reproach  that  it  wb<<  not  rendered 
more  accessible  and  useful.  It  appeared  by 
the  Report  of  last  Session,  that  there  were 
in  Paris  five  libraries,  open  at  all  times  to 
the  public,  and  to  all  persons,  whether  they 
came  on  foot  or  in  a  carriage ;  and  here  he 
begged  leave  to  give  his  opinion,  that  a  great 
obstacle  and  a  great  bar  to  the  utility  of 
our  library,  consisted  in  our  requiring  tiiJiets 
of  admiffltan,  which,  though  they  could  be 
procured  by  properly  asking  for  them,  were 
yet  the  means  of  keeping  many  out  who 
would  otherwise  avail  themselves  of  its  ad- 
vantages. At  the  Biblioth^ue  du  Roi,  on 
the  contrary,  any  one  could  enter  at  once 
without  any  question,  andevery  one  enjoyed 
the  opportunity  .of  improvement.  He 
thought  there  ought  to  be  a  library  open  to 
the  public  in  every  section  of  London,  and 
boped  that  the  establishment  of  such  libra- 
ries would  be  one  of  the  earliest  fruits  of 
Municipal  Reform, 

Lord  Snndan  said,  he  had  heard  that 
great  inconvenience  resulted  from  the 
PaririBn  system  of  indiscriminate  admit- 
tance— that  books  were  constantly  lost  from 
the  shelves,  and  nothing  was  more  common 
than  to  see  books  for  sale  on  the  stalls  in 
the  street  marked  with  the  stamp  of  the 
Royal  Libraries.  He  had  heard  no  com- 
plaint of  that  kind  made  of  carelessness  or 
loss  of  property  concerning  the  British 
Museum,  but  on  the  contrary,  was  happy 
to  find  that,  with  the  best  arrangements  for 
safety,  the  public  were  afforded  increased 
facilities,  both  for  the  inspecdon  of  the 
Muaeum  and  the  library,  and  that  thi 
readers  were  becoming  more  numerous 
every  day.  He  deprecated  the  discussion 
which  had  been  thus  prematurely  started, 
and  which,  he  felt,  would  have  the  efiectof 
prejudicing  the  question  in  the  eyes  of  the 
public.  He  had  every  wish  that  the  state 
of  the  institution  should  receive  thorough 
investigation  and  impartial  consideration. 
The  Committee  had  sat  long  last  year,  and 
be  boped  it  would  sit  longer  this  year,  as  be 
anticipated  that  great  ndvantages  would 
wise,  whidi,  however,  it  would  be  prematufe 
to  enter  on  at  present. 

Hr.  Hawet  beeged  to  acknowledge  the 
obligations  which  the  Committee  of  lost 
Tear  bad  been  under  to  the  noble  Lord 
(Sftsdon)  for  tbe  gmt  can  and  kindnen 


he  had  manifested  in  procuring  every  val- 
uable information  for  their  use.  The  r^ 
I  which  he  had  furnished  them  formed 
the  best  foundation  for  the  proceedings  of 
the  Committee,  and  had  received  the  atten- 
tive conudetation  tfaey  were  justly  entitled 

Committee  appointed. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
Friday,  February  12,  1836. 

ri*.]     PMltloiu  pnwntcd.     By  Eiil   Bmo' 


iMjve  ProUcUon  lo  Airkulnm. — Bj  hart  KatAMtti, 
ttcm  Prinicn  in  Uh  Plcec,  An  Al»lii>dii(  laprinnoMat 

The  Civil  War  in  Spain.]  The 
Marquess  of  Londonderry  assured  tbeir 
Lordships  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  dif- 
fidence and  reluctance  he  rose  to  make  a 
few  observations  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice, 
ntive  to  our  interference  with  the  atfain 
Spain,  He  was  sorry  to  bring  forward 
such  an  important  subject  so  early  in  the 
Session,  but  as  he  had  been  precluded  from 
offering  a  Tew  observations  on  that  part  of 
the  Speech  which  referred  lo  Spain,  he 
felt  that  he  was  bound  to  take  an  early 
opportunity  of  calling  their  Lordships' 
attention  to  the  matter.  He  had  on  many 
occasions  been  obliged  to  animadvert  upou 
the  refusal  of  all  intormation  from  the  Go- 
vernment, and  the  indifference  with  which 
he  had  been  treated  by  the  noble  Viscount 
he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  ask  any 
question  relative  to  Spain.  Last  Session, 
the  noble  Lord,  when  alluding  to  the  coa- 
veolion  of  Lord  Eliot,  had  said  that  there 
was  no  doubt  but  that  it  would  extend  to 
all  Englishmen  engaged  in  the  Spanish 
service ;  and  only  the  other  day,  the  noble 
Viscount  said,  he  did  not  know  whether 
the  decree  of  Don  Carlos  was  retrospective 
in  its  operation  or  not.  Events  had  shown 
the  noble  ^Viscount's  ignorance,  and  he 
must  (ay  that  there  seemed  to  be  a  great 
deal  of  iudifference  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  this  important  question.  They 
had  been  loud  in  their  vituperation  of 
Don  Carlos  for  the  order  he  had  put  forth; 
but  it  was  well-known  that  he  bad  not  had 
recourse  to  such  a  severe  measure,  until 
he  was  driven  to  it  by  the  brulalities  of 
the  Christinos  Generals, — it  was  a  mere 
matter  of  retaliation.  He  was  sure  that 
that  decree  was  contrary  to  the  feelings 
and  wishes  of  Don  Carloi,  .  The  QoveTn- 
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mebt  leemed  bent  upon  nothing  but  up- 
holding the  cause' of  the  Queen,  What 
was  the  immediate  object  of  the  passage 
in  the  King's  Speech  with  regard  to  Spain  ? 
Was  it  not  to  gire  to  Europe  at  large  the 
belief  that  the  present  Government  of 
Spain,  by  its  prudence,  firmness,  and 
vigour,  would  be  able  to  re-establiah  peace 
in  that  country  ?  What  he  contended  for 
vas,  that  the  House  ought  to  be  informed 
fully  and  faithfully,  of  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  hope  expressed  in  the  royal 
Speech  of  so  satisfactory  a  termination  of 
things  in  Spain  rested.  To  him  it  ap- 
peared that  the  propagation  of  such  a 
notion  was  the  propagation  of  a  fetal  delu- 
sion. What  was  there  in  the  past  or 
present  stale  of  Spain — where  was  there 
any  appearance  of  harmony  or  stability,  to 
warrant  the  belief  of  a  speedy  settlement 
in  any  judicious  mind?  Within  the  last 
eight  months  Spain  had  had  four  or  live 
different  persons  at  the  head  of  afTairs. 
The  last,  he  believed,  wa*  transported  from 
the  Stock  Exchange  of  London  to  assume 
the  reins  of  Government  in  Madrid, 
What  had  been  that  gentleman's  course 
since  he  was  there?  Had  he  performed 
any  of  those  prodigies  the  world  was  given 
to  expect  from  his  genius  ?  Or,  in  fact, 
had  he  done  anything  to  sualain  the  repu- 
tation so  confidently  boasted  of  by  the 
noble  Viscount  opposite  and  his  colleagues? 
He  had  undoubtedly  ordered  a  levy  of 
100,000  men  to  drive  Don  Carlos  from  his 
monntaios;  but  he  had  not  yet  got  his 
100,000  men,  nor  would  he,  in  the  opinion 
of  any  person  at  all  acquainted  with  the 
country,  or  the  circumstances  of  it,  get 
more  than  one-tenth  of  that  number.  He 
had  no  confidence,  tlierefore,  in  the  military 
strength  of  the  Queen's  Government. 
With  respect  to  finance,  it  was  said  that 
Mr.  Mendizabel  had  prepared  a  plan  con- 
cocted in  his  own  brain;  but  it  had  not 
yet  transpired,  and  therefore  nobody  was 
enabled  to  pronounce  an  opinion  upon  it. 
Next,  this  tninister  had  dissolved  that 
very  Cortes  from  which  he,  a  few  weeks 
ago,  solicited  a  vote  of  confidence.  He 
had  seen  his  armies  go  forth  from  Vittoria 
10  the  mountains  to  beat  the  Carlista,  and 
he  had  seen  them  beaten  back  again  to 
Vittoria,  and  shortly,  no  doubt,  he  would 
see  them  in  full  march  upon  Madrid. 
Yet  such  was  the  opinion  entertained  by 
the  present  Government  of  the  resources 
of  this  man,  that  ihey  put  into  the  moulh 
of  hit  Majesty  the  public  expression  of  a 
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hope  that,  from  so  ranch  vigour,  pTudenee, 
and  firmness,  the  pacification  of  the  entire 
Peninsula  might  be  expected.  Only  a 
few  months  ago  they  had  heard  or  seen  a 
speech  delivered  by  the  Foreign  Secretary 
in  another  place,  to  which  he  would  now 
allude,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  what 
confidence  could  be  placed  in  the  prophe- 
sying of  that  noble  Lord.  The  noble  Lord 
had  stated  that  he  looked  upon  the  success 
of  Don  Carlos  as  impossible — that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  Spain  were  in  favour 
of  the  Queen,  that  there  were  only  10,000 
or  12,000  men  in  arms  against  the  Govern- 
ment in  one  or  two  of  the  remote  provinces 
of  Spain — that  it  was  only  to  put  down 
those  partial  and  local  insurrections  that 
their  efforts  were  to  be  made,  that  the  re- 
sistance to  the  Queen's  authority  had  been 
confined  to  two  or  three  particular  provin- 
ces, and  that  no  disturbance  had  broken 
out  in  the  rest  of  Spain.  Would  the 
noble  Secretary  now  say,  that  no  other  pro- 
vince had  declared  in  favour  of  Don  Car- 
los, and  that  disturbances  had  broken  out 
in  no  other  provinces?  Instead  of  10,000 
or  12,000  men,  Don  Carlos  had  in 
Biscay  and  Navarre  30,000;  in  Catalonia 
2'2,000;  in  Arragon  7,000;  in  Gallicia 
6,000;  he  believed,  in  all,  80,000  or 
90,000  men.  Yetwith  such  statementsas 
these,  how  was  it  possible  they  could  ex- 
press con  Sdence  in  the  prudence,  rigour, 
and  firmness  of  the  present  Government  of 
Spain?  He  called  upon  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  to  show  one  instance  in  which 
the  Government  of  Spain  had  manifested 
prudence,  vigour,  or  firmness.  There  was 
nothing  mentioned  in  his  Hajesty'a  Speech 
relative  to  the  Belgians.  Was  he  to  con- 
gratulate the  noble  Lord  opposite  that  the 
question  between  Holland  and  Belgium 
was  decided  ?  Were  they  to  express  such 
confidence  as  they  were  called  upon  to  do, 
he  bad  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  it 
would  meet  with  the  most  perfect  derisioa 
throughout  the  whole  of  Europe.  It  was 
to  Europe  this  country  was  to  look. 
There  were  no  doubt  many  noble  Lords 
who  might  be  very  deeply  interested  in  the 
domestic  policy  of  their  own  country  that 
their  attention  was  not  awakened  to  fo- 
reign aSairs ;  but  he  would  say,  look  to 
those  great  allies  who  bad  carried  this 
country  through  the  struggle  in  which  she 
had  been  engaged.  What  would  those 
great  allies  say,  when  they  found  it  waa 
declared  by  bis  Majesty's  Speech,  that  the 
firmness,  prudence,  and  vigour  of  the  Go- 
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Tsnuneat  of  Spain,  gaye  a  confident  hope 
of  a  speedy  termination  of  the  warfare  ? 
When  he  found  these  passages  in  the 
Speech,  deeply  interested  as  he  felt  in  the 
foreign  policy  of  Europe — vhen  he  felt 
further  the  degradation  in  which  the 
profession  to  which  he  had  the  honour  to 
betoDg,  had  been  placed  by  the  mode  in 
which  the  warfare  had  been  carried  on, 
carried  on  in  a  manner  that  would  certainly 
throw  shameland  defeat,  and  erery  thing 
that  was  disgraceful,  on  the  British  troops, 
and  give  the  praise  of  any  victory  to  the 
Spaniards — he  could  not  refrain  from  bring- 
ing the  BuBject  under  their  Lordships' 
notice.  He  could  not  but  feel  strongly  at 
the  manner  in  which  the  present  Govern- 
ment  had  connived  at  the  scenes  of 
slaughter  and  butchery  going  on  between 
the  combatants  in  Spain  ;  and  which  were 
calculated,  lo  far  as  this  country  was  con* 
cemed,  to  cover  it  with  disgrace.  That 
was  one  object  of  his  inquiry.  He  wished 
to  know  from  the  noble  Viscount  opposite, 
if  he  would  have  the  goodness  to  tell  him, 
what  steps  were  about  to  be,  or  had  b«en 
taken  to  alleviate  those  scenes  of  horror 
and  bloodshed  to  which  he  had  alluded  ? 
If  the  person  at  the  bead  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain,  who  seemed  to  possess  so 
much  influence  over  the  Queen,  really  had 
the  power  represented  by  his  Majesty's 
Oovernment,  he  could  put  an  end  to  these 
enormities  if  he  were  bonajide  determined 
to  do  so.  The  noble  Lord  could  not  he 
ignorant  of  them,  for  a  short  time  ago  a 
letter  had  appeared  in  all  the  papers,  pro- 
fessing to  hare  been  written  by  the  noble 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Foreign  Depart- 
ment (Lord  Palmerston)  to  the  Bishop  of 
Leon.  In  that  letter  the  noble  Lord 
•eemed  to  have  departed  from  his  usual  tua- 
i)t/erteno(fo,and  to  have  adopted  the  j%r- 
tittr  tn  re  of  his  allies.  The  letter  seemed 
to  him  to  hare  been  most  useless  and  un- 
called for.  It  served  no  good  purpose,  and 
indeed  no  purpose  that  he  could  discover, 
beyond  that  of  firing  a  phillipic  against 
the  unfortunate  Bishop.  If  the  noble  Lord 
had  been  merely  looking  oat  for  an  oppor- 
tunity of  showing  the  ability  of  his  pen,  he 
might  have  addressed  a  despatch  to  Count 
Nesselrode  upon  any  of  the  numerous  cir- 
cumstances in  the  conduct  of  Russia  cal- 
culated to  excite  his  ire ;  or  he  mi^ht  have 
selected  that  publication  called  "  The 
Portfolio,"  for  the  desired  display  of  his 
powers,  and  in  order  to  create  a  sensation 
throt^hout  Europe.    The  singular  part  of 
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the  letter,  however,  was,  that  the  thing 
requested  by  the  Bishop  of  Leon,  the  re- 
questing of  which  so  excited  the  wrath  of 
the  noble  Lord,  wasesactly  what  the  noble 
Lord  had  done  a  month  before  the  receipt 
of  that  letter.  Now,  he  wished  the  noble 
Viscount  opposite  to  say,  whether  he 
would  object  to  place  the  letter  of  the 
Bishop  of  Leon  and  the  aoHwer  of  the  noble 
Lord  before  the  House,  that  they  might 
be  able  to  judge  for  themselves  as  to  the 
success  of  the  application.  If  the  noble 
Lord  would  show  a  determination  to  act 
up  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  conven- 
tion, be  was  sure  there  would  be  an  end  of 
all  those  atrocities  which  made  Europe 
shudder.  It  was  in  vain  to  deny  that 
these  examples  of  butcheries  and  slaughters 
were  infectious.  They  vrent  from  one 
camp  to  another ;  and  he  was  sorry  to  say 
that  oar  own  unfortuuHte  troops  who  were 
seduced  into  the  service  by  the  speeches 
of  the  noble  Secretary  of  Sute  for  the 
Foreign  Department  about  the  glory  and 
honour  of  the  cause,  and  misled  by  the 
declaration  of  the  noble  Viscount  opposite, 
that  they  would  be  protected  under  the 
convention — he  was  sorry  to  say,  that  they 
had  caught  the  infection  of  assassination. 
He  confessed  that  he  felt  deeply  the  dis- 
honour brought  upon  the  character  of  the 
British  soldier  by  these  proceedings,  for 
British  soldiers  (the  mercenaries,  as  they 
were  called  in  Spain)  they  must  be  con- 
sidered. After  the  last  battle  circum- 
stances the  roost  di^raceful  had  occurred. 
He  was  in  possession  of  documents,  and 
he  should  he  ready  to  show  his  authority 
to  prove  lo  the  people  of  England,  to  the 
army,  and  to  Europe,  that  the  British  Qo- 
vernment,  instead  of  boldly,  manfully,  and 
courageously  carrying  on  war,  as  was  due 
to  the  honour  and  ancient  character  of  the 
country,  was,  in  fact,  doing  the  same  thing 
in  a  weak,  vacillating,  furtive,  and  unin- 
telligible manner,  which  would  hereafter 
prodnce  the  most  fatal  consequences  as  re- 
garded our  foreign  policy  and  relations. 
The  noble  Lord  read  from  two  letters  in 
bis  possession  descriptions  of  the  massacre 
of  some  Carlist  prisoners  by  the  soldiers 
of  General  Evans.  One  was  dated  from 
St.  Jean  de  Lus,  and  stated,  that  on  the 
"  1 7th  ult.  the  soldiers  of  Evans,  returning 
to  Vittoria,  perfectly  drunk,  and  in  a  state 
of  exasperation  at  having  been  beaten,  fell 
upon  and  murdered  130  Carlist  prisoners 
in  their  hands.  The  officers  did  all  they 
could  to  arrest  the  maisacre,  but  in  rain. 
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Now,  he  begged  to  bbIc,  what  muil  be  the 
state  of  discipline  of  the  soldiera  of  that 
army  if  their  officers  had  no  power  over 
them?  He  bad  good  authority  fonUting, 
that  upon  the  occasion  of  the  last  attack 
of  the  British  upon  the  Carlista,  they  nere 
in  a  state  of  the  most  gross  intoxication, 
With  such  information,  what,  he  asked, 
must  be  his  feelings,  as  a  soldier,  if  he  were 
to  take  no  notice  of  such  proceedings? 
The  noble  Secretary  of  SUte  for  the 
Foreign  Department  had  lold  this  country 
that  the  troops  of  the  Queen  were  greatly 
loperior  in  force  to  those  of  Don  Carlos ; 
and  he  then  went  on  to  taunt  that  Prince 
on  the  ground  of  his  remaining  in  the 
mountains  of  Navarre  for  security.  Don 
Carlos,  he  had  no  doubt,  recolUcted  ihi 
conduct  of  the  Duke  of  Wdliogton  whei 
lie  entrenched  himself  within  the  lines  of 
Torres  Vedras,  returning,  year  after  year, 
to  those  lines  till  the  country  was  ready 
effectively  to  aid  him  upon  his  leaving 
tbem.  Don  Carlos  was  also  too  wise  and 
prudent  to  leave  the  mountains  till  he  was 
iQ  possession  of  a  force  throughout  the 
country  which  would  leave  no  chance  of 
his  meeting  with  disaster.  He  hoped  this 
vise  conduct  of  Don  Carlos  would  inspire 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  with  the  opinion 
that  his  firmness  and  vigour  would  speedily 
bring  the  contest  to  a  tenninstion.  Sure 
he  was  that  there  was  no  vigour,  and  no 
firmness  on  the  other  side.  For  these  rea- 
sons he  was  of  opinion  that  that  part  of 
the  royal  Speech  referring  to  Spain  was 
ill-advised,  and  he  entered  his  humble 
protest  against  it.  He  mast  also  take  that 
opportunity  of  noticing  the  denunciations 
uttered  in  the  public  press  against  that 
House.  He  hoped  their  existence  was  not 
so  exactly  limited  as  had  been  foretold. 
Six  weeks,  he  understood,  was  the  allotted 
term  of  their  eiislence  as  a  House  in  their 
present  state.  This  had  been  stated  openly 
throughout  the  country  by  one  snppoied 
to  be  in  connexion  with  the  Government; 
and  when  he  found  them  so  passive  upon 
home  affairs  of  great  importance,  as  he 
thou^t,  as  not  to  come  forward  to  dis- 
avow and  denounce  such  sentiments,  he 
confessed  be  could  entertain  no  confidence 
in  them  with  regard  to  their  conduct  of 
the  foreign  affairs  of  the  country.  As  to 
the  returns  for  which  he  was  about  to  move, 
his  object  was  to  know  the  grounds  upon 
which  warlike  stores  were  furnished  to  the 
Queen  of  Spain,  the  extent  to  which  they 
were  furnisfaed,  and  how  they  were  to  he 
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paid  for  7  Upon  these  aul^ects  he  bad 
only  tbe  treaty  of  April  22,  1 834,  and  the 
additional  articles  to  that  treaty  of  August 
18th,  1B34,  to  refer  to  for  information. 
By  the  additional  articles  of  the  Quadruple 
Treaty,  the  king  of  the  French  engaged  to 
take,  in  the  portion  of  his  states  near  to 
Spain,  the  measures  best  calculated  to 
prevent  any  sort  of  assistance  in  men, 
arms,  or  ammunition  from  being  sent  from 
tbe  French  territory  to  the  insurgents  in 
Spain;  and  on  the  pert  of  England  it  was 
stipulated  in  the  second  article — "That 
the  king  of  England  engages  to  supply  to 
her  Catholic  Majesty  all  the  assistance  of 
arms  and  ammunition  she  may  claim,  and, 
besides  this,  to  assist  with  naval  forces, 
should  this  become  necessary."  By  those 
stipulations  it  would  be  seen  that  France 
was  left  free  to  fulfil  her  part  of  the  agree- 
ment  in  the  manner  she  deemed  most 
fitting,  whilst  this  country  was  tied  down 
to  tbe  very  letter  of  the  stipulation,  and 
this  was  the  treaty  which  bung  ronnd  the 
neck  of  the  late  Administration.  But  how 
differently  had  they  acted,  even  with  this 
ctogupon  them.  But  what  was  the  nature 
of  our  atip^Iation  in  Spain?  It  could 
hardly,  be  should  think,  be  expected  that 
the  present  Parliament  would  consent  to 
furnish  supplies  of  arms  and  ammunition 
to  one  party  in  Spain,  if  the  payment  by 
that  party  for  these  supplies  were  to  be 
left  till  the  struggle  should  be  terminated ; 
for  that  struggle  might  be  protracted  for  a 
period  beyond  calculation.  It  was  evidently 
a  struggle  in  which  each  party  sought  the 
extermination  of  the  other.  Had  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  remained  in  office,  the  dif- 
ferences of  the  parties  would  have  been 
arranged  before  now.  The  Duke  was 
using  his  utmost  endeavours  whilst  in 
office,  and  he  (Lord  Londonderry)  pledged 
his  faith  as  a  soldier,  that  he  would  have 
settled  the  question  in  a  satisfactory  manner 
if  he  had  continued.  In  conclusion  the 
noble  Lord  moved  for  a  return  of  "  all 
warlike  stores,  clothing,  accoutrements, 
arms,  ammunition,  artillery,  and  Congreve 
rockets,  and  also  of  all  naval  stores  of 
every  description,  famished  to  the  Queen 
of  Spain  by  Great  Britain,  abating  tbe 
value  of  tbe  same,  and  if  any  and  what 
payments  had  been  made  for  the  tame ; 
likewise,  a  return  of  the  names,  rank,  and 
□limber  of  officers  upon  the  half-pay  of 
the  British  service  at  present  serving  in 
the  army  of  the  Queen  of  Spain." 

Viscount  Mettoiime  meant  to  offer  no 
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opposition  to  the  production  of  the  return 
moved  for  by  the  noble  Marquess.  It  was 
natural  that  tbe  noble  Marquess  should 
wish  to  have  such  information,  and  there 
could  be  no  objection  on  the  part  of  his 
Majesty's  Government  to  furnish  it.  With 
respect  to  the  question  of  the  noble  Mar- 
quess, as  to  whether  the  stores  and  warlike 
articles  furnished  in  pursuanceof  the  treaty 
were  to  be  paid  for,  he  had  to  state  ihat.af 
course.they  were  not  furnished  gratuitously. 
They  had  been  furnished  upon  the  under- 
taking of  the  Spanish  Government  to  pny 
for  tbem.  Having  stated  this,  he  begged 
to  remind  the  noble  Marquess,  that  in 
answer  to  a  question  put  to  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  when  in  office,  he  had  strongly 
declared  it  as  his  opinion  that  in  the 
present  state  of  the  Government  of  Spain, 
and  the  circumstances  of  that  country, 
■he  ought  not  at  present  to  be  called  upon 
to  pay  for  the  warlike  stores  furnished  by 
Great  Britain.  That  was  the  noble  decla- 
ration of  the  Duke  of  Wellington — that 
was  his  interpretation  of  what  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government  of  this  country 
under  the  treaty  entered  into  with  Spain — 
that  was  his  Grace's  view  of  the  best  man- 
ner of  upholding  the  honour  of  the  country 
and  lupporttng  the  national  faith,  thereby, 
according  to  the  noble  Duke's  invariable 
practice,  doing  his  best  to  maintain  the 
honour,  good  faith,  and  dignity  of  the 
Crown.  He  was  sure  the  noble  Marquess 
would  see  that  his  Majesty's  Government 
could  Qotdo  better  than  follow  the  example 
of  the  noble  Duke  in  that  respect.  Of 
course  the  supply  of  these  stores  was  not 
to  be  unlimited ;  but  was  to  be  bounded 
by  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  the 
discretion  of  Government,  due  regard 
being  had  to  public  economy,  the  state  of 
the  contest,  and  the  convenience  of  this 
country.  Theteoble  Lord  had  taken  this 
opportunity  of  making  some  remarks  upon 
a  portion  of  the  Speech  which  his  Majesty 
had  been  advised  to  make  at  the  opening 
of  the  present  Session  of  Parliament.  He 
must  say  that  he  could  not  see  why  the 
noble  Lord  could  not  have  adopted,  as  a 
more  natural  occasion  for  delivering  these 
sentiments,  the  period  when  his  Majesty's 
Speech,  or  the  Address  in  reply  to  it,  was 
under  discussion  before  their  Lordships, 
instead  of  this  day,  upon  the  mere  motion 
for  papers.  The  noble  Lord  seemed  to 
intimate  that  he  had  found  some  difficulty 
in  fixing  upon  a  fitting  occasion  for  delj- 
vering  bis  sentiments  upon  the  subject  in 


question.  But  he  must  say,  that  as  lonp 
as  it  was  the  practice  in  their  Lordships' 
House,  by  a  tacit  understanding,  thougli 
(hat,  he  mnst  say,  was  most  irregular  and 
inconvenient,  and  very  unfair  to  those  who 
were  eipected  to  make  replies — as  long  as 
any  time,  and  the  opportunity  of  any  sort 
of  business  being  before  the  House,  was 
considered  appropriate  for  the  in  trod  net  ion 
of  any  question  or  remark  whatever  which 
any  noble  Lord  chose  to  offer,  the  want 
of  opportunities  to  make  speeches  was  the 
last  thing  he  had  expected  to  hear  com- 
plained of  by  the  noble  Lord.  The  noble 
Lord  had  mentioned  one  circumstance 
which  he  (Lord  Melbourne)  could  wish  he 
had  omitted,  but  which,  having  been 
mentioned,  he  could  not  allow  to  pass 
over  withoutobservation.  What  the  noble 
Lord  had  alluded  to  was  that  passage  tn 
his  Majesty's  Speech  which  referred  to 
the  intimate  union  existing  between  this 
country  and  our  powerful  neighbour, 
France;  an  allusion  which  the  noble  Lord 
seemed  to  cousidcr  an  invidious  one,  and 
tending  to  disparage  the  importance  uf  our 
friendly  relations  with  other  Europeaa 
powers.  He  could  assure  the  noble  Lord 
that  no  such  sentiment  was  intended  to 
be  conveyed  by  the  paragraph  alluded  to, 
which  certainly  was  not  intended  to  ex- 
press an  attachment  to  any  particular 
State  or  Power  in  preference  to  what  was 
due  to  the  rest  of  out  foreign  relations. 
This,  however,  be  must  be  permitted  to 
say,  that,  considering  the  rivers  of  blood 
which  had  been  made  to  flow  in  that 
unhappy  country,  in  carrying  on  long  and 
implacable  warfare,  in  which  all  the 
Powers  of  Europe  were  involved — hostili- 
ties which  might  arise  again  if  cause 
existed  for  them — considering  this,  he  did 
not  think  it  unnatural  to  congratulate  tbe 
world,  and  particularly  that  portion  of 
the  world  which  had  been  devastated  and 
divided  by  past  unhappy  contests,  that  an 
earnest  had  been  received  for  the  conti- 
nuance of  peace  and  union  between  this 
country  and  France.  The  noble  Mar- 
quess had  next  adverted  to  the  affairs  of 
Spain,  into  which  he  had  gone  at  consi- 
derable length.  With  respect  to  the  cruel 
decree  which  had  been  issued  by  Don 
Carlos  against  foreigners  engaged  in  the 
civil  contests  in  Spain,  the  noble  Lord  had 
declared  that  that  decree  had  been  issued 
most  unwillingly  by  that  prince,  and  only 
adopted  as  a  necessary  means  of  retalia- 
tion for  the  cruelties  to  which  his  own 


921 '      Tfte  CivU  War  in  J^Mtw.       {Fi 

toldien  were  itill  exposed  at  the  hands  of 
the  Queen's  Generals,  Undoubtedly  the 
cruel  and  bloody  character  of  the  contest 
now  carrying  on  in  Spain  could  not  but 
be  deeply  deplored  by  every  observer,  am 
he  was  sure  the  noble  Lord  did  his  nobli 
Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Foreign  Department  no  more  than  justice 
when  he  admitted  that  everything  had 
been  done  by  him  which  was  in  his  power 
to  restrain  those  horrible  proceeding. 
Tot  his  own  part,  he  (Lord  Melbourne) 
could  prove  that  no  case  oF  the  kind  had 
been  brought  before  his  noble  Friend  in 
which  he  had  not  remonstrated,  and 
eanieatly  desired  that  means  might  be 
agreed  upon  and  adopted  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  these  cruel  acts  of  retali- 
ation. With  respect  to  the  alleged  un- 
willingness with  which  Don  Carlos  had 
been  brought  to  adopt  this  decree,  and 
the  leniency  with  which  it  had  been 
hitherto  acted  upon  in  many  cases,  he 
could  only  say,  that  upon  every  occasion 
when  communications  had  been  addressed 
to  Don  Carlos,  or  his  officers,  on  the 
subject,  the  reply  had  been  that  the  decree 
was  still  in  force,  and  that  Don  Carlos 
had  always  intended  that  it  should  be 
strictly  adhered  to.  The  noble  Lord  had 
further  slated  that  some  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects  engaged  in  these  contests  on  the 
part  of  the  Queen  Regent  of  Spain,  had 
been  in  many  cases  guilty  of  similar  atro- 
cities to  those  complained  of  in  Don 
Carlos.  For  his  own  part,  he  could  only 
say  that  he  had  never  heard  of  any  cir- 
cumstances of  the  kind;  on  the  contrary, 
from  all  he  had  heard  of  the  conduct  of 
the  British  auxiliary  troops  in  Spain,  which 
the  noble  Lord  alleged  was  such  as  to 
degrade  them  as  men,  and  by  which  he 
further  declared  the  very  name  and  cha- 
racter ofa  soldier  was  lowered  and  vilified; 
BO  far  from  this  being  the  case,  from  ell 
which  he  (Lord  Melbourne)  had  heard  of 
the  general  conduct  and  character  of  these 
troops,  their  courage  in  action,  and  their 
patience  and  subordination  under  the  trials 
and  privations  to  which  they  were  necessa- 
rily exposed,  they  were  such  as  he  would 
assure  the  noble  Lord,  so  far  from  dis- 
frracing  the  name  of  Englishmen,  might 
do  honour  to  the  very  troops  which  the 
noble  Lord  himself  had  at  one  time  com- 
manded in  the  same  country.  He  would 
lake  this  opportunity  of  observing,  that 
in  the  course  of  ihe  recent  debates  upon 
the  Kiug'sSpeech.  iwo  distinct  principles 
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appeared  to  have  been  laid  down,  one  in 
that  House,  and  one  in  the  other  House 
of  Parliament,  by  neither  of  which,  be 
begged  to  declare,  would  he  consent  to 
hold  himself  bound.  One  of  these  rules 
was,  that  Ministers  had  no  right  to  call 
upon  the  House  to  pledge  itself  to  a 
principle  upon  any  matter  upon  which  the 
Parliament  was  to  be  afterwards  called 
upon  to  legislate.  The  other  rule  was, 
that  his  MaJi'Sty  should  not  be  allowed  to 
advert  in  terms  either  of  praise  or  dispa- 
ragement to  the  conduct  of  a  foieign 
Government.  Now,  for  himxelf,  he  would 
declare  fearlessly,  that  neither  of  these 
rules  was  founded  either  on  precedent  or 
reason.  It  might,  he  thought,  be  very- 
necessary  in  many  cases  to  call  upon  Par- 
liament for  a  distinct  declaration  up<A  a 
matter  of  principle.  With  respect  to  the 
other  rule,  it  might  be  equally  necessary, 
in  many  cases,  particularly  in  time  of  war, 
to  call  upon  Parliament  for  an  expression 
of  its  opinion  in  reference  to  the  conduct 
of  a  foreign  Govemmeni.  But  his  noble 
Friend  himself  had  broken  through  this 
pretended  rule,  by  going,  as  he  had  done, 
into  statements,  in  order  to  prove  the 
weakness  and  imbecility  of  the  Queen  of 
Spain's  Government,  instead  of  the  pru- 
dence and  firmness  which  had  been  attri- 
buted to  it  by  the  King's  Speech.  These 
allegations  he  would  not  then  take  into 
consideration;  but  he  would  declare  that, 
considering  all  the  facts  which  were  before 
thetn,  he  did  believe  that  the  language 
which  had  been  used  in  that  Speech  was 
not  of  an  exaggerated  character;  and  be 
had  every  reason  to  hope  that  a  speedy 
d  hapjiy  termination  would  be  put  to  the 
lanish  contest,  through  the  means  now 
operation.  It  was  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  the  peace  of  Europe  that  this 
contest  should  terminate,  and  he  had 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  hopes 
hich  he  had  expressed  upon  this  subject 
Quid  prove  well  founded.  He  did  not 
think  that  there  was  any  other  matter  in 
ihe  noble  Lord's  speech  immediately  calling 
for  observation,  nor  was  there  anything, 
be  believed,  to  be  added  on  the  subject 
for  the  satisfaction  of  his  noble  Friends 
around  him;  he  should,  therefore,  con- 
clude by  again  stating  that  he  had  no 
objection  to  offer  to  the  motion  of  the  noble 
Lord. 

The  Earl  of  ^6er/Zp!-ns:iid,  ihai  as  i:,l- 

noble  Viscount  opposite  otf-Mjii    lu  op|»  i- 

sition  to  the  production  of  ihise  ii.ip>':s, 
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he  did  not  rise  to  lay  anything  npon  that 
point,  nor  to  enter  into  any  inquiry  as  to 
the  general  course  of  foreign  policy  pur- 
sued by  his  Majesty's  Government  in 
respect  to  Spain.  At  the  Earoe  lime, 
however,  he  most  be  allowed  to  advert  to 
some  particulars  connected  with  aSairs 
now  going  on  in  Spain,  which  he  felt 
certain  every  noble  Lord  in  that  House, 
and  every  individual  in  the  country,  must 
regard  with  feelings  of  horror  and  disgust. 
He  spoke  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
hostilities  had  been  carried  on  in  Spain, 
not  only  between  the  parties  concerned  in 
the  contest,  but  also  by  third  parlies, 
aliens  from  the  Government  of  the  Queen 
Regent  of  Spain,  and  belonging,  thi 
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only  done  jastice  lo  the  conduct  of  tbe 
noble  Duke(WelliDgtoD),  and  he  appealed 
to  the  noble  Viscount  confidently  whethe 
the  Administration  of  a  right  bon.  Qeotle- 
man  in  the  other  House,  through  tbe 
conductor  the  noble  Duke,  who  then  held 
the  seals  of  the  Foreign  Department,  had 
not  honourably  and  faithfully  executed 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty  in  question? 
Bat,  if  the  noble  Viscount  should  infer 
from  this  statement  that  that  noble  Duke 
entertained  a  different  opinion  as  to  the 
policy  of  the  country  from  that  which  he 
had  just  expressed,  he  would  greatly 
deceive  himself;  for  the  noble  Duke 
thought  as  he  (Lord  Aberdeen)  did,  that 
a  treaty  which  had  been  sanctioned  and 
which  specially  claimed  I  ratified  by  the  King  was  binding  so  long 


for  ilself  a  constitutional  and  lilierHl  cha- 
racter. Yet  these  very  men  had  committed 
atrocities  equally  horrible  with  those  com- 
mitted by  either  of  the  two  contending 
parties  themselves.  Whether  or  not  the 
conduct  of  the  Queen  Regent's  Govern- 
Tnent  had  been  characterised  by  that  vigour 
and  prudence  which  had  been  attributed 
to  it  in  the  King's  Speech,  he  was  not 
prepared  lo  say.  He  should  prefer  wait- 
ing lo  see  the  evidence  of  that  prudence 
and  vigour.  Of  course  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  must  have  been  in  possession  of 
what  they  considered  sufficient  evidence 
on  this  point  before  they  ventured  upon 
auch  a  public  expression  of  opinion  ;  for 
he  recollected  very  well,  that  upon  former 
occasions  noble  Lords  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  House  had  been  very  scnipulous 
about  making  observations  of  the  kind 
upon  the  conduct  of  foreign  Governments, 
particularly  in  a  case  not  long  ago,  when 
one  of  the  nearest,  the  best,  and  ihe  most 
intimate  of  our  allies  was  the  one  alluded 
to.  The  purpose  for  which  he  (Lord 
Aberdeen)  principally  rose,  however,  was 
to  state,  that  if  he  abstained  from  entering 
upon  a  discussion  as  to  the  general  foreign 
policy  pursued  by  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, it  was  not  from  any  feeling  of  tacit 
approbation  of  ihat  policy — very  far  from 
it.  Tbe  case  of  Spain  was  one  of  disputed 
succession.  He  did  not  quarrel  with 
noble  Lords  opposite  for  supporting  the 
legality  of  the  Queen's  Government. 
Whatever  might  be  bis  own  opinion  upon 
that  point,  he  would  be  the  last  to  say 
that,  when  once  a  treaty  had  been  entered 
into  lo  that  effect,  that  treaty  should  not 
be  adhered  to  fully  and  entirely.  Tbe 
noble  Viscount,   in  his  obserratiooi,  had 


To  bring  this  fact  before 
the  House  was  the  principal  object  he 
now  had  in  view ;  but  there  was  one  other 
point  to  which  he  should  advert  before  be 
sat  down,  as  he  could  not  abstain  from 
expressing  his  regret  that  bis  Majesty's 
Ministers  had  not  continued  to  execute 
the  Quadruple  Treaty,  according  to  its 
provisions.  He  regretted  that  thej  had 
permitted  tbe  enlistment  of  British  sub- 
jects into  the  Spanish  service.  He  did  not 
intend  to  enter  into  the  many  reasons 
which  might  be  adduced  upon  this  point, 
as  there  was  one  objection  sufiiciently 
obvious  to  every  man.  He  repeated  again 
his  regret  that  his  Majesty's  Govarnment 
had  not  thought  proper  to  adhere  strictly 
to  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  instead  of 
suspending  an  Act  for  the  purpose  of 
permitting  British  subjects  to  enlist  into  a 
foreign  service.  He  should  now  purposely 
abstain  from  proceeding  with  the  subject, 
and  if  he  might  ventnre  to  make  a  recom- 
mendation to  the  House,  it  should  be,  not 
to  carry  the  discussion  any  further  on  the 
present  occasion. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

Ecclesiastical  Cowbts'  Consoli- 
dation Bill.]  The  Lord  ChanetUor 
said,  that  io  rising  for  the  purpose  of  lay- 
ing on  their  Lordships'  Table  a  Bill  for  the 
Consolidation  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts, 
and  for  the  more  efficient  administration  of 
justice  io  them,  he  should  not  enter  into 
much  detail  upon  tbe  subject.  At  the  same 
time  it  might  not  be  inconvenient,  as  the 
subject  was  one  of  great  importance,  end 
the  grievances  it  was  |voposed  by  the  Bill 
to  remedy,  of  considerable  exteot,  shortly 
to  state  the  oatline*  of  the  intended  mea- 
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sure.  Tbeir  Lordihips  were  doubtless 
aware  of  the  amaziog  variety  of  questions 
which,  according  to  the  existing  state  of  the 
laws,  might  be  brought  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts  ;  and  the 
reaaoD  probably  why  the  country  had  escap- 
ed from  many  of  the  grievances  and  incon- 
veniences which  the  uature  of  the  existing 
laws  was  liable  to  produce  was,  that  in  very 
many  of  the  cases  to  which  he  was  about  to 
refer,  the  powers  of  these  couits  had  fallen 
into  desuetude.  One  of  the  most  import- 
ant jurisdictions  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Courts  was  in  questions  of  probates  of 
wills,  and  ta  granting  administraiioa  of 
the  property  and  effects  of  an  intestate. 
In  former  times,  when  the  property  of  the 
country  consisted  chiefly  in  land,  the  im- 
portance of  this  jurisdiction  was  not  so 
great  as  it  was  at  the  present  time,  when 
so  laige  a  portion  of  the  property  of  the 
couatry  was  in  the  shape  of  money  and 
Otlter  personalty.  It  now  became  a  most 
important  consideration,  therefore,  bow 
far  the  law  as  it  stood  provided  for  the 
due  administration  of  what  was  required 
to  be  done  in  this  matter.  Another 
important  branch  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  Courts  was,  that  in  reference 
to  matrimonial  contracts,  questions  as  to 
the  validity  of  marriages  in  the  first 
instance,  questions  arising  after  marriage 
between  the  parties,  and  questions  as  to 
the  restoration  of  conjugal  rights,  all 
questions  of  the  utmost  importance  in 
themselves,  affecting,  as  they  did,  obliga- 
tions and  rights  most  solemnly  entered  into 
and  agreed  upon  between  parties,  which 
ahould  not  be  interrered  with  except  upon 
sufficient  grounds  of  pure  necessity,  ail 
these  were  questions  which  the  Ecclesias- 
tical Courts  had  to  decide  upon.  But 
although  these  were  some  of  the  most 
important  duties  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Courts,  they  were  by  no  menus  all  which 
fell  within  their  province.  These  Courts 
held  jurisdiction  at  present  over  matters  of 
legacies — a  very  imperfect  jurisdiction,  it 
was  true,  for  in  all  cases  of  legacies  with 
trusts  attached  to  them,  and  in  all  cases  of 
legacies  connected  with  church  or  landed 
property,  these  Courts  were  prevented  from 
adjudicating.  Their  jurisdiction,  there- 
fore, upon  such  matters  as  these  was  very 
limited,  and  of  very  little  use.  Another 
part  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Courts  was 
in  matters  of  tithe.  But  this  jurisdiction 
entirely  ceased  in  any  case  of  prescription 
or  modttt:   tnd  so  it  resalted,  that  in 
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almost  the  only  cases  where  the  inter" 
fereoce  of  those  Courts  could  be  of  use, 
they  were  prevented  from  interfering.  A 
verysimpl,e  course  was,  therefore,  opeu  to 
every  one,  upon  being  sued  in  one  of  these 
Courts  upon  a  matter  of  tithe,  and  that  was 
to  put  up  a  plea  of  prescription  or  modus; 
and,  by  so  doing,  remove  the  case  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Court.  Another  matter 
In  which  the  Ecclesiastical  Coiirtsnow  hold 
jurisdiction  was  that  of  church-rates— du- 
ties which  they  were  very  ill  adapted  to 
execute,  and  which,  it  was  thought,  might 
be  much  better  performed  by  another  pro- 
cess. He  would  pass  over  one  or  two. 
other  minor  matters  in  which  the  Eccle- 
siastical Courts  now  held  jurisdiction,  and 
which  were  not  included  in  the  provisions 
ofthe  present  Bill,  amongst  which  were 
questions  connected  with  pews  and  seats 
in  churches.  He  proposed  to  leave  the 
authority  of  the  bishops  over  the  clergy  in 
matters  of  church  discipline  untouched  in 
substance,  though  in  form  of  execution  ha 
had  some  amendments  in  contemplation. 
The  proceedings  at  present  were  not  only 
dilatory,  but  exceedingly  expensive,  not 
only  to  the  party  accused,  but  too  fre- 
quently to  the  accuser.  Some  provisions 
to  remedy  this  might  be  introduced  in  a 
future  Bill  to  regulate  the  proceedings 
with  respect  to  the  clergy,  and  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  giving  the  bishops 
a  more  salutary  jurisdiction.  Amongst 
other  duties  which  still  attached  to  the 
Ecclesiastical  Courts,  were  those  which 
they  were  said  to  execute  pTO  salttle  antmie, 
as  to  the  suppressing  of  immoral  prac> 
tices :  but  it  appeared  that  whenever  their 
attention  had  been  called  to  matters  of  this 
kind,  it  had  been  attended  with  very  great 
expense,  and  with  very  little  benefit.  He 
would  pass  over  other  slighter  heads  of 
their  jurisdiction,  as  for  instance,  against 
indecent  brawling  in  church-yards  &c.,  in 
which  they  possessed  very  extensive 
powers  if  they  chose  to  execute  them. 
The  processes  by  which  the  Courts  were 
called  upon  to  act  in  these  cases  were 
those  of  admonition,  penance,  excommu- 
nication, and  others.  Statutes  of  com- 
paratively recent  date,  whilst  they  con- 
firmed the  principle  and  nature  of  the 
judgment  of  these  Courts,  pointed  out  a 
di0erent  course  of  action.  Having  stated 
some  of  the  powers  and  duties  oT  these 
Courts,  he  would  now  state  the  number  of 
them,  which  was  no  less  than  386.  Many 
of  these  Couits  bad  been  constituted  upon 
M2 
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a  much  better  footing  than  otheri.  About 
300  of  them  were  peculiarly  constituted 
duringthelimeofpoperjiWhen  Jurisdiction 
was  given  in  these  matters  to  particular 
mouasiic  institutions,  and  also  to  certain 
manors,  ihejurisdictionof  which  remained 
to  the  present  da^.  He  need  hardly 
draw  [heir  Lordships'  attention  to  the  very 
great  inconvenience  which  must  neces- 
■arily  be  fJt  on  account  of  the  great 
number  of  these  courts  by  all  parties  who 
h^ippened  to  be  concerned  in  matters 
within  their  jurisdiction.  There  being  for 
instance  ao  many  courts  to  which  a  party 
might  resort  for  the  purpose  of  proving  a 
will  or  obtaining  administration,  how  was 
it  possihle  For  any  person  wishing  to  ob- 
ject to  such  n  process  to  find  out  where 
it  was  being  carried  on?  The  course 
such  a  person  had  to  pursue  was,  to  issue 
a  caveat;  bnt,  amongst  360  courts,  which 
should  be  resort  to  in  the  first  instance 
for  the  purpose  of  tendering  his  caveat? 
and  how  long  might  he  not  be  going  from 
place  to  place,  in  hopes  of  finding  out  the 
court  in  which  it  was  available?  It  so 
happened,  however,  that  parties  were 
afraid  of  applying  to  any  of  the  Local 
Ecclesiastical  Courts  upon  matters  of  this 
kind,  on  account  of  the  inconvenient  state 
of  the  law,  by  which  it  was  provided,  that 
if  part  of  the  deceased  person's  esUtei,  to 
the  amount  of  only  fi/.  was  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  another  court,  the  process, 
when  taken  out,  would  he  invalid.  In 
consequence  of  ihli  it  happened  that  the 
course  generally  pursued  was  to  take  out 
probates  of  wills  and  administration  of  the 
effects  of  an  intestate  in  the  Prerogative 
Court  of  London.  It  was  scarcely  possi- 
ble also  to  suppose  that  judges  could  be 
faund  for  all  the  Local  EcclesiasticalCourts 
who,  aided  by  counsel,  experienced  as  ihey 
themselves  should  be  in  all  the  intricate 

Kints  of  law  on  these  subjects,  should 
able  to  decide  upon  such  matters.  An 
absolute  necessity,  therefore,  appeared  to 
exist  for  the  establishment  of  some  com- 
prehensive and  settled  plan  upon  the 
subject.  Another  evil  resulted  from  the 
great  number  of  these  courts— namely, 
the  mulliplicily  of  appeals.  There  was 
an  appeal  first  to  the  Bishop's  Court,  then 
to  ihe  Court  of  the  Arches,  and  from 
thence,  until  very  recently,  there  was  an 
appeal  to  the  Court  of  Delegates,  anil 
(here  was  now  n  hist  appeal  to  his  Majesty 
in  Council ;  and  so  it  happened  that 
paities  could  appeal  to  every  one  of  these 


{LORDS)  CmioUdatim  Ml.  dS3 

courts,  fit  every  stage  of  the  proeeedinga, 
indeed  as  was  very  frequently  practised, 
before  the  cause  had  stirred  a  single  step. 
He  admitted  that  that  very  privilege  at 
present  tended  greatly  to  prevent  the 
increase  of  the  other  evils  which  would 
result  from  the  constitution  of  these  courts 
parties  being  generally  induced  to  appeal 
at  once  from  the  inferior  courts,  as  a  pre- 
liminary step,  not  on  account  of  any 
matter  connected  with  the  merits  of  the 
case,  hut  because  they  were  anxious  to 
escape  from  the  authority  of  an  inferior 
tribunal.  The  importance  of  having 
some  general  place  in  which  all  documents 
afl'ecting  property  might  be  deposited,  was 
a  question  which  had  been  much  discussed. 
An  objection  had  been  raised  against  this 
proposal,  from  an  apprehension  that  it 
might  lead  to  the  publicity  of  circum- 
stances connected  with  mnny  persons' 
titles,  which  they  might  wish  to  keep 
private.  This  objection  could  not  apply  to 
the  matter  of  wills, which  could  not  be  acted 
upon  till  after  probate  bad  been  granted  ; 
and  when  once  this  was  obtained,  the 
content!  of  the  will  itself  were  open  to 
all  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  find  out 
where  it  was  deposited.  Now,  if  one  cer- 
tain place  were  fixed  upon  at  which  pro- 
bates OD  all  wills  could  be  obtained,  it  was 
evident  that  persona  might  more  easilj 
resort  to  tbem,  which  he  apprehended 
would  be  a  great  convenience.  The 
measure  which  he  was  about  to  Babmit 
to  their  Lordships  on  this  subject,  was  one 
which  had  received  particular  considera- 
tion from  many  of  the  ablest  authorities  of 
the  law.  In  1812,  the  late  Lord  Stowell 
proposed  a  measure  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  inferior  Ecclesiastical 
Courts.  In  IB30,  ao  Ecclesiastical  Com- 
mission was  issued,  and  in  1833,  the 
Reportofthe  Commission  appeared,  signed 
by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the 
Bishops  of  Durham,  Lincoln,  St.  Asaph, 
and  Bangor,  by  the  then  Chief  Justice  of 
the  King's  Bench  (Lord  Tenterden),  by 
the  present  Chief  Juatice  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  by  Sir  W,  Robinson,  Dr.  Lushing- 
ton,  Sir  Herbert  Jenuer,  Sic.  It  was 
hardly  possible  to  have  higher  authorities 
than  these;  and  it  was  the  object  of  the 
present  Bill  to  carry  into  effect,  some  of, 
but  not  all,  the  alterations  which  those 
eminent  individuals  had  recommended. 
Amongst  other  of  these  recommendations 
was  that  for  destroying  all  the  Local  Ec- 
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cleuutical  Courts,  and  the  only  exception, 
in  respect  of  which  there  appeared  to 
exist  the  smallest  question  in  the  minds  of 
the  Com misii oners,  was  that  of  York  ;  as 
to  the  propriety  of  maintaining  whicli, 
there  was  stated  in  the  Report  to  remain 
some  doubt  amongst  the  Commissioneis. 
But  he  had  the  sanction  of  what  he  was 
about  to  propose,  not  only  of  the  Eccle- 
siastical Commission,  but  also  of  the  Real 
Property  Commission,  which  concurred  in 
recommending  the  consolidation  of  these 
Courts,  The  inetliod  by  which  ihe  present 
Bill  was  intended  to  eflect  this  object,  he 
would  now  very  briefly  state  to  their  Lord- 
ships. In  the  first  place  il  was  proposed, 
that  there  should  be  one  general  Court  in 
London  for  proving  all  wills  ;  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  ail  Local  Ecclesiastical  Courts  being 
entirely  abolished.  The  Bishops,  however, 
it  was  proposed,  should  clill  hold  their 
jurisdiction  over  their  cleTg;y,  excepting 
only  in  criminal  proceedings,  in  which  it 
was  proposed  to  abolish  it  altogether.  The 
jurisdiction  in  matters  of  tithe  was  also  to 
be  taken  from  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts. 
which  were  found  lo  be  wholly  insufiicient 
in  authority  for  the  purpose,  and  would  be 
transferred  to  the  Court  of  Exchequer.  The 
jurisdiction  of  these  Courts  in  respect  to 
Church-rates  would  also  be  abolished,  and 
all  disputes  connected  with  those  payments 
subjected  to  the  same  course  as  those  con> 
nected  with  Poor-rales—viz.  appeal  to 
Quarter  Sessions.  The  Bill  also  abolislied 
the  authority  of  Ihe  Ecclesiastical  Courts 
in  the  repression  of  immoral  practices, 
which  would  be  left  to  the  ordinary  opera- 
tion of  the  Common  or  Statute-law.  The 
Bill  further  abolished  the  power  of  these 
Courts  over  cases  of  defamation,  and 
regulated  the  mode  to  be  pursued  in  the 
sequestration  of  livings,  a  matter  of  great 
importance  to  clergymen,  and  all  those 
connected  with  them.  These  were  the 
general  objects  of  the  Bill  which  he  had 
the  honour  of  laying  upon  their  Lordsliips' 
Tab]e,  and  which  he  hoped  would  prove 
satisfactory  lo  them,  and  beneficial  to  the 
public. 

Lord  Lyndhurst  higgled  to  be  allowed 
to  say  a  single  word  with  reapt'Cl  lo  the 
history  of  this  Bill.  The  Commission 
which  had  given  rise  to  the  measure  had 
been,  in  fact,  issued  by  his  noble  Friend, 
the  Uukeof  Wellington,  when  at  the  head 
of  bis  Majesty's  Government.  With  re- 
gaid  to  the  compotitioD  of  that  body,  and 
Uifl  ntooei  in  vhicb  it  bad  diKbkrged  iu 


12} 
duties. 


Consolidalion  Bill. 


330 


the  subject  was  brought 
under  consideration  of  either  House  of 
Parliament,  it  received  the  most  unquali- 
fied praise.  Their  Report  was  made  in 
the  year  1832,  and  the  Commission  was 
issued,  he  believed,  in  the  year  1830. 
The  Report  was  followed  up  by  a  Bill  in 
Ihe  summer  of  1833,  brought  in  by  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend,  who  then  had 
the  Great  Seal,  nnd  whose  absence  from 
the  House,  and  the  cause  of  that  absence, 
he  very  much  regretted.  That  Bill  was 
laid  on  their  Lordships'  Table,  and  no 
further  proceedings  were  taken  respecting 
it.  When  a  change  took  place  in  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  country,  and  bis  right 
hon.  Friend,  the  Member  forTamworth, 
was  intrusted  with  the  conduct  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's councils,  this  was  one  of  the  very 
first  subjects  that  engaged  his  attention. 
His  own  attention  was  particularly  directed 
to  it,  and  he  had  several  conversations 
and  interviews  for  its  discussion  with  the 
pre^ent  President  of  the  Court  of  Arches, 
and  also  with  Sir  Herbert  Jenncr.  The 
result  was,  that  a  measure  corresponding 
in  its  general  outlines,  and  also  in  most  of 
its  details,  with  that  now  pioposed,  was 
introduced  into  the  other  House  of  Piirlia- 
ment.  Bufore  any  further  step  could 
be  taken  with  it,  another  chauge  in  the 
Government  took  place,  and  the  subject 
slumbered  from  that  time  till  the  present. 
He  heartily  rejoiced  that  he  had  been 
anticipated  in  the  intention  he  had  enter- 
tained of  bringing  it  under  the  notice  of 
the  House  by  the  measure  announced  by 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Wool- 
sack. He  rejoiced,  because  a  measure  of 
this  kind  could  with  propriety  and  effect 
be  carried  through  Parliament  only  with 
the  sanction  and  support  of  his  Majesty's 
Government.  He  was  happy  to  find,  from 
some  conversations  he  had  had  with  Ms 
noble  and  learned  Friend,  whom  he  was 
glad  lo  see  opposite  in  his  place  as  a 
Member  of  that  House  (Lord  Langdale 
recently  elevated  lo  the  Pecra^ie),  that 
their  views  on  this  topic  did  not  materially 
ditr.T.  He  should  readily  give  his  best 
assistance  in  passing  the  Bill  throu<;h  the 
House,  and  wouhl  lend  his  aid  to  obviate 
any  well-founded  objections  which  might 
appear  against  its  piinciple  or  details. 
From  what  he  had  heard  that  night,  he 
thought  it  likely  that  little  (liSereDce  of 
opinion  on  them  would  uiat. 
Bill  lead  a  fint  time. 
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HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 
Friday,  February   12,  1B36. 

MiNirras.]    Bill.    Read  i  fint  Mme  :—Pii>DiKn' Counsel 
Petltknu  ptHmitd.    By  Mr.  BiuDii,  JVom  OaijiDtt,  li 

fVocnLkented  VktuAll^n  at  LHds,  ComplAinirg  of  Ihi 
InertMed  Duty.— By  Mr.  C.  F.  Vouho,  ftom  the  Ttame 


Church-Rates.]      Mr.     Wilks 
lented    a     Petition   from    DisEentt 
Great  Marlow,  against  Church-rates,  and 
stating  some   circumstances    of   peculiar 
and  individual  liardship. 

Sir  William  Clayton:  I  support  most 
cordially  the  prayer  of  the  petition  pre- 
sented by  the  hon.  Member  for  Boston. 
The  Hou^e  will,  1  trust,  permit  me  to 
Occupy  their  attention  for  a  few  moments 
on  this  subject,  which,  in  point  of  fact,  is 
not  only  interesting  to  evel-y  Dissenter, 
but  to  every  member  of  the  E-iablished 
Church.  In  cousequence  of  the  especial 
directions  of  the  Church  authorities,  an 
Act  was  passed  for  eatablishing  a  nevr 
church  at  Marlow.  The  trustees  tor  carry- 
ing this  Act  into  execution,  of  wiiich  I 
was  one,  frequently  applied  to  the  Dean 
and  Chapter  of  Gloucester  for  pecuniary 
Bssistanue,  to  enable  therato  proceed  in  the 
work.  After  repeated  applications,  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  promised  a  donation  of 
30/.  I  must  here  heg  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Government  to  the  point  at  issue — 
a  Government  which  I  have  for  many 
years  supported,  because  ]  have  been  con- 
vinced tnat  their  measures  are  founded  on 
justice,  liberality,  and  true  Christian  prio 
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has  been  called,  equal  in  amount  to  two 
Poor-rates,  and  also  ona  Poor  rate  ha* 
been  called.  Thus  the  labourer  who  earat 
ds.  per  week,  rated  at  the  lowest  sam, 
will  have  to  pay  8s.  this  week,  viz.  5*.  4rf, 
as  Church-rate,  and  as  Poor-rate  2s.  8rf. 
Thus  depriving;  him  of  the  nhols  of  his 
weekly  earnings,  and  in  fact  bringing  ruin 
ioto  his  family.  To  the  agriculturist  alio 
it  is  a  most  severe  impost ;  and  in  conse- 
quence very  great  discontent  every  whei« 
prevails,  not  only  amongst  my  coostituenU 
but  in  very  many  parts  of  England.  If  an 
execution  under  a  warrant  from  a  magis- 
trate takes  place,  no  one  will  sell  or  buy: 
this  has  been  the  state  of  Ireland.  As 
a  sincere  friend  to  the  Protestant  Estab- 
lished Church,  I  view  this  state  of  things 
with  considerable  apprehensioD,  because  I 
observe  that  it  is  working  a  certain  over- 
throw.  The  Ecclesiastical  revenue  should 
be  made  to  support  the  Church,  and  I 
think  it  is  unjust  that  the  people  should 
be  taxed  twice  over  for  the  same  purpose. 
I  earnestly  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  very  soon  take  the  whole 
matter  into  their  seriuus  consideration, 
and  remove  the  very  oppressive  system 
which  now  exists. 
Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 


The  Orakge  Ststek  ih  Ireland.] 
Mr.  Finn  rose,  in  pursuance  of  the 
notice  he  had  given,  to  propose  a  Reso- 
lution relating  to  the  Orange  System  in 
Ireland.  His  anxious  wish  to  promote 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  Ireland,  as 
■  idicate  the  character  of  the 


cipies;  I  feel  ti  confidence,  therefore,  that  i  Government,  led  him  to  the  performance 


they  will,  in  consequence,  be  of  opini 


of  what  he  must  call  a  very  painful  duty. 


that  some  remedy  shall  be  immediately  i  He  hoped  that  he  should  be  able  to  per- 
applied  to  the  grievances  of  which  com-  i  form  that  duty  honestly  and  finnly 


...  bis 
plaint  is  so  generally  made  throughout  I  constituenls,  and  temperately  and  cotirte- 
the  kingdom.  The  Dean  and  Chapter  of  ously  towards  those  from  whom,  on  this 
Gloucester  receive  l.OOOf.  per  annum  from  subject,  he  was  obliged  to  differ.  He 
the  parish  of  Marlow  in  money,  in  the  '  hoped  that  the  House  would  extend  ita 
shape  of  tithes,  out  of  which  they  pay  !  patient  indulgence  towards  him  whilst  he 
the  vicar  72/.  per  annum  for  the  cure  of  1  assured  it  that  the  system  which  he  now 
nearly  7,000  souls.  The  parish,  therefore,  ,  wished  to  extinguish  was  that  baneful  sya- 
contrihuting  thus  largely  towards  the  sup-  j  tern  under  which  Ireland  had  been  | 
port  of  the  Church  Establishment,  are 
now  compelled  by  a  church-rate,  be  it  ob- 
served, under  the  power  of  the  Act  I  have 

before  alluded  to,  again  to  contribute,  and  |  to    vindicate     his    own     character    and 
t  for  forty  years  to  come,  an  enormous  I  that  of  the  Committee  which  had  been  ap- 


verned  during  the  last  forty  years.  Before 
he  entered  into  the  consideration  of  the 
question  at  large,    ho  would    ask  leave 


sum  towards  the  support  of  that  Church 
which  they  consider  the  1,000/.  perannom, 
which  they  pay  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter 
•hould  defray.    This  week  a  Cbun:h<rate 


pointed  on  his  Motion  last  Session,  from 
the  aspersions  which  had  been  tbrowo 
upon  them  by  a  paper,  purporting  to  be  a 
Report  emtoatiDg  from  tke  Grand  Oiuga 
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Lodge  of  Ireland.  Thai  Lodge  was  Kt  the 
bead  of  a  very  powerful  body.  He  believed  ' 
that  one  half  of  (he  Protestants  of  the 
Establiihed  Church  of  Ireland,  who  were 
of  adult  age,  were  Orangemen,  Of  the 
Yeomanry  corps  of  Ireland,  consisting  of 
27,000  men,  25,000  were  Orangemen; 
and  of  the  Pohce-force,  which  amounted 
to  7,000  or  8,000,  he  believed  that 
between  £,000  and  6,000  were  enrolled  in 
Orange  lodges.  Among  Grand  Jurors, 
Petty  Juron,  Magistrates,  Sheriffs,  and 
Sab -sheriffs,  it  waa  impossible  for  any 
man  unacquainted  with  the  details  to  con- 
jecture to  what  extent  Orangeism  prevailed. 
The  House  must  perceive  the  deplorable 
consequences  that  necessarily  flowed  from 
such  a  state  of  things,  when  they  recol- 
lected that  the  Orange  system  was  one  of 
deadly  hostility  to  the  great  mass  of  the 
populatJoQ.  ["Not  no.'"]  If  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  would  have  the  kindness  to 
bear  him  out,  he  thought  he  should  be 
able  to  prove  it,  if  not  to  their  satisfaction, 
at  least  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  impar- 
tial mind  that  had  not  been  deluded  and 
conlaminated  by  the  principles  of  Orange- 
km.  The  professed  object  of  this  Lodge 
was  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  alive  feet- 
ioga  of  loyally  and  attachment  to  the 
Crown,  and  supporting  the  real  interests 
of  rL-Iigion  ;  and  yet,  could  it  be  credited, 
caQsistentty  with  such  a  character  drawn 
by  itself,  that  do  Roman  Catholic  could 
be  a  membet  of  that  Lodge ;  nay,  that  no 
Roman  Catholic  who  bad  recanted  and 
who  had  trampled  upon  and  calumniated 
ibe  religion  of  his  fathers  for  interested 
objects,  would  be  admitted  into  its  sanc- 
tuary, unless  he  were  recommended  by 
the  uaanimous  approval  of  the  members. 
He  would,  however,  say  no  more  at  pre- 
■ent  on  the  subject  of  the  constitution  of 
the  society,  but  proceed  to  vindicate  him- 
■elf  and  the  Committee  from  the  decla- 
ration, as  it  is  called,  of  the  Orange  Lodge 
of  Ireland,  with  reference  to  the  conduct 
of  that  Committee.  The  charge  was  con- 
tained in  a  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Grand  Orange  Lodge  of  Ireland, 
which  Iiad  been  published  in  the  Dublin 
Evening  Mail,  and  copied  into  the  news- 
papers of  this  country.  The  document 
was  authenticated  by  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cavan  (Mr.  H,  Maxwell) 
grand  secretary  of  the  Orange  Society. 
He  undertook  to  show  that  the  imputations 
contained  ia  this  Report  were  perfectly 
lufwudod.    Tbe  Meeting  of  the  Grand 
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Lodge,  at  which  this  Report  had  been 
read,  was  very  numerously  attended — SCO 
members  (more  than  ever  assembled  be- 
fore) being  present.  Among  these  were 
several  Members  of  Parliament — Lord 
Cole,  the  Earl  of  Roden,  both  the  Mem- 
bers for  Sligo,  and  the  Members  for  Cavan 
and  Drogheda.  The  Report  stated  that 
a  Parliamentary  Committee  was  appointed 
on  his  Motion,  ai|d  added,  that  "  the 
Committee  was  not  one  from  which  impar- 
tiality could  have  been  expected.  It  con- 
sisted predominantly  of  those  who  had 
repeatedly  prejudged  our  case,  and  to 
whom  the  very  excellencies  of  our  insti- 
tution—its Protestant  character,  its  un- 
compromising loyalty,  and  its  tendency  to 
consolidate  the  Union  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  must  naturally  have  been  a 
cause  of  offence,  or  a  ground  of  objection." 
Now,  how  did  the  fact  stand?  When  he 
submitted  his  Motion  to  the  House,  the 
list  of  the  Committee  consisted  of  thirteen 
Orangemen  and  Tories,  and  of  fourteen 
Catholics,  Whigs  and  Liberals.  It  was 
stated  that  the  majority  of  the  Committee 
consisted  of  persons  opposed  to  the  Orange 

Protestant  character;"  it  would  not  be 
difficult  to  show  how  perfectly  unfounded 
was  this  assertion.  He  believed  that  con- 
scientious Protestants  professed  that  their 
religion  was  a  thing  belonging  not  to  this 
but  the  other  world;  on  the  contrary,  it 
seemed  that  the  religion  of  Orangemen 
was  solely  con6ned  to  earth — a  reli;;ion  of 
loaves  and  fishes.  If  so,  it  would  be 
understood  how  the  Orange  religion  might 
afford  "cause  of  offence"  toothers  besides 
Catholics.  But  the  Report  insinuated 
that  a  majority  of  the  Committee  were 
Repealers,  whereas  of  twenty-seven  Mem- 
bers only  three  were  for  a  Repeal  of  the 
Union,  those  individuals  being  himself,  the 
hon,  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin,  and 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Tippe- 
rary.  Was  that  a  majority  of  Repealers  ? 
He  repeated  that  the  Committee  consisted 
of  thirteen  Orangemen,  or  supporters  of 
Orangeism,  and  of  fourteen  others  of 
whom,  excluding  the  chairman,  nine  wera 
Protestant  Whigs,  and  four  Catholics. 
Changes  took  place  in  the  Committee 
from  time  to  time,  but  they  were  made  at 
the  special  request  of  Gentlemen  opposite, 
or  in  consequence  of  official  appointments. 
There  was  no  alteration  in  the  proportion 
of  parties.  One  name  that  he  saw  upon 
the  List  of  the  Committee  filled  him  with 
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unaffected  Borrow  -  he  alluded  to  the  late 
Lord  Milton,  the  worthy  son  of  a  worthy 
■ire.  If  the  nobility  of  the  country  gene- 
rally rcBerabled  that  excellent  young 
nobleman,  no  misunderstanding  or  want 
of  sympathy  would  exist  between  them 
and  the  people.  There  wbb  not  a  single 
suggestion  relative  to  the  Constitution  of 
theCommiLtee  to  which  he  did  not  accede 
at  once.  The  hon.  Member  for  Armagh 
was  originally  nominated,  but  dsclined  to 
serTe,  and  on  his  subsequently  expressing 
a  wish  to  be  put  npon  the  Committee,  the 
Members  thought  that  he  had  no  claim. 
The  hon.  Member  thought  he  had  a  right 
to  a  seat  on  the  Committee,  as  he  had 
been  personally  assailed,  but  to  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Co^nmittee  that  seemed  to 
constitute  a  reason  why  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  not  he  placed  on  it. 

Having  stated  the  couslitution  of  the 
Committee  he  asked  whether  it  was  one 
that  could  be  fairly  accused  of  hostility  to 
Protestant  institutions,  or  of  an  anxiety 
to  sever  the  union  between  Ireland  and 
this  country?  He  had  shown  that  this 
was  no  Just  description  of  the  character  of 
the  Comtnittee.  Yet  this  document  went 
forth  Co  1,600  or  1,800  Orange  Lodges, 
and  was  read  by  men  who  never  saw  a 
newspaper,  and,  meeting  with  no  contra- 
diction of  the  statement,  thought  that  the 
House  of  Commons  was  acting  unjustly, 
and  were  therefore  disposed  to  treat  its 
proceedings  with  contempt.  The  Report 
next  proceeded  to  impugn  the  conduct  of 
the  Committee,  and  set  forth,  that  "  when 
the  Committee  assembled,  it  appeared  that 
our  adversaries  were  not  prepared  to  enter 
upon  their  case,  and  we  were  therefore 
placed  in  the  singular  predicament  of  ac- 
cused persons  called  upon  to  malce  their 
defence  before  they  were  made  acquainted 
with  the  crimes  of  which  they  were  ac- 
cused, or  the  nature  of  the  evidence  by 
which  the  charges  against  them  were  to  he 
supported."  The  course  taken  was  adopt- 
ed in  consequence  of  the  suggestion  of  tlie 
Orangemen  themselves.  ["  No!  no .'"]  He 
asserted  ihat  such  was  the  case.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Armagh,  a  grand  master  of 
the  Society,  proposed  to  go  into  the 
Oriinge  case  first.  The  Report  slated, 
"  that  our  laws  and  regulations  were 
referred  to  in  proof  of  the  Christian  spirit 
by  which  we  are  actuated;  instances  were 
brought  forward  of  individuals  having 
been  expelled  from  our  body  whose  only 
ofifence  wai  a  vioUtioD  gf  that  law  vrbich 


enjoins  universa)  charity;  and  we  defied 
our  enemies  to  produce  a  single  instance 
to  justify  the  very  erroneous  impressions 
which  prevailed  to  our  prejudice,  by  which 
intolerant  and  persecuting  sentiments  were 
ascribed  to  us — sentiments  directly  oppo- 
sed to  the  spirit  of  our  order,  and  most 
abliorient  to  the  feelings  of  our  members." 
This  affectation  of  peace,  charity,  and 
brotherly  love  was  absurd  in  the  face  of 
the  knowledge  that  we  possessed  of  the 
irritating  processions,  party  toasts,  and 
offensive  tunes  of  the  Orangemen.  The 
next  allegation  of  the  Report  was  the 
following: — "  And  here  our  adversaries 
upon  the  Committee  interposed,  by  inti- 
mating that, as  tbey  were  then  prepared  to  go 
on  with  their  case,  the  further  examinalion 
of  our  witnesses  should  be  for  a  time  sus- 
pended. Our  friends  expostulated  against 
this,  as  being  not  only  unfair,  but  con- 
trary to  what  bad  been  expressly  agreed 
on ;  but  they  were  silenced  by  the  propo- 
sition, that  after  the  evidence  against  us 
had  been  heard,  we  should  be  permitted 
to  make  a  rebutting  case — that  our  wit- 
nesses, who  were  then  dismissed,  should 
be  resummoned — and  that  we  should  be 
at  liberty  to  adduce  any  further  evidence 
which  might  be  available  for  the  defence 
of  our  institution."  He  must  here  state 
the  reason  why  the  Committee  put  an  end 
to  those  proceedings.  They  had  had  the  rev. 
Mortimer  O'Sullivan  before  them  for  live 
or  six  days,  and  by  his  evidence  that 
gentleman  attempted,  not  to  vindicate  the 
Orange  Lodges,  but  to  prove  by  Latin, 
Greek  and  Hebrew  quotations,  that  every 
Roman  Catholic  was  in  principle  a  mur- 
dererer  and  perjurer.  The  rev.  gentle* 
man  quoted,  among  other  authorities. 
Dens'  Theology,  of  which  he  hsd  never 
heard  before.  Whilst  this  was  proceeding, 
he  heard  it  staled  out  of  doors,  that  the 
inquiry  into  the  Orangeism  of  the  army  was 
to  be  stifled,  and  that  the  object  was  to 
prevent  the  Committee  from  malting  a 
Report.  The  fact  was,  that,  in  the  first 
instance,  he  and  his  friends  had  proposed 
Mr.  Ward  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
but  they  were  defeated,  for  Mr.  Wilson 
Palten  was  chosen.  The  Orange  party 
succeeded  in  heating  the  Liberals  on  every 
division,  and,  in  fact,  ihe  proceedings  of 
the  Committee  were  only  restrained  by 
the  force  of  public  opinion.  He  put 
the  Member  for  Middlesex  in  possession 
of  the  discoveries  made  with  regard  to  the 
anDjr,  and  after  llie  result  of  the  hm. 
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'  Gentleman's  Motion,  the  Orange  pnrty 
abandoned  tlieir  attempt  to  Htifle  the  Re- 
pott,  and  extended  the  inquiry.  The 
Report  proceeded — "  The  brethren  are, 
we  believe,  aware  that  this  pledge,  on  the 
part  of  the  Committee,  was  never  re- 
deemed. The  Temainder  of  the  Sesaioa 
was  consumed  in  the  examination  of  a 
host  of  witnesses,  the  known  enemies  of 
the  instilution,  whose  object  it  was  to 
blacken  our  character,  and  eliminate  our 
principles;  and  the  Committee  closed 
their  labours  without  having  given  us  anjr 
opportunity  of  correcting  the  error  or 
refuting  the  calumnies  of  our  ill-informed 
or  malevolent  accusers ;  and  thus  debar- 
ring us  of  the  privilege  of  making  known 
the  whole  of  onr  case,  and  leaving  un- 
touched many  points  which  would  have 
satisfied  even  the  moat  prejudiced  of  the 
excellency  and  utility  of  our  institution." 
This  accusation  was  as  groundless  as  the 
preceding:  he  asserted,  and  believed  it 
would  be  admitted  that  he  had  proved, 
the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  to  be 
perfectly  fair  towards  the  Orange  party. 
The  Orangemen  said — "  We  were  prepared 
by  the  most  unquestionable  evidence,  to 
give  the  Committee  an  insight  into  the 
diabolical  system  of  Ribandism,  by  which 
this  country  is  at  present  distracted.  We 
were  prepared  to  show  the  atrocious  and 
treasonable  character  of  this  conspi- 
racy, the  dreadfnl  nature  of  its  oaths,  and 
the  bloodthirsty  malignity  of  its  denunci- 
ations. We  were  prepared  to  show  that 
this  confederacy  is  not  confined  to  the 
lower  orders,  but  extends  to  individuals 
holding  a  respectable  place  in  society,  and, 
in  some  instances,  lays  claim  to  a  connex- 
bn  with  Members  of  Parliament.  We 
were  prepared  to  prove  that  individnala  of 
great  consideration  have  availed  them- 
selves of  the  organiiation  of  this  band  of 
miscreants  for  the  purpose  of  forwarding 
their  views  at  contested  elections;  and 
that,  again,  the  leaders  of  the  Ribandmen 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  countenance 
thus  afforded  for  the  purpose  of  consoli- 
dating and  extending  their  system  until  it 
has  now  reached  the  length  and  the 
breadth  of  the  land.  All  this  we  had 
witnesses  in  readiness  to  prove,  and  when 
it  is  considered  that  to  many  these  facts 
would  have  afforded  a  moat  complete  jus- 
tiRcBtion  of  our  instilution,  and  that  much 
of  our  adversaries'  case  consisted  in 
Kltempta,  hy  indirect,  second-hand,  and 
beamy  sriaence,  to  prove  thst  either  ttie 


Riband  system  had  no  existence  whatso- 
ever, that  it  was  confined  entirely  to  the 
lowest  class  of  the  peasantry,  end  that  no 
person  of  the  rank  of  a  gentleman  ever 
was  connected  with  it,  we  do  think  that 
we  have  much  reason  to  complain  of  having 
been  debarred  the  opportunity  of  putting 
upon  record  a  plain  statement  of  indisput- 
able facts,  by  which  the  most  conBdent 
amongst  our  enemies  would  have  been 
confounded."  He  called  upon  the  Orange 
party,  if  their  loyalty  were  not  merely 
conditional,  to  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Government  the  existence  of  treason- 
able societies  in  Ireland,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  the  Attorney-General  would  order 
a  prosecution.  He  had  done  with  the 
accusations  contained  in  the  Report  of  the 
GrandOrangeLodgeoflreland.  In  reference 
to  the  charges  made  against  the  Orange 
Society,  the  Report  treated  the  matter 
very  lightly, — there  were  no  charges  of 
any  consequence  adduced  against  Orange- 
ism — merely  a  sort  of  petty  treason.  It 
was  true,  according  to  the  Report,  that 
warrants  had  been  issued  to  hold  lodges 
in  the  army;  there  were  about  fifty 
regiments  thus  circumstanced.  Passing 
over  that  part  of  the  subject,  he  would 
proceed  to  show  that  the  society  had 
interfered  with  the  administration  of  justice 
in  Ireland.  A  person  of  the  name  of 
Richards,  an  Orangeman,  was  brought  to 
trial  for  the  murder  of  a  poor  man,  and 
the  friends  of  the  prisoner  called  upon 
Mr.  Bridge,  a  Dissenting  clergyman,  to 
give  him  a  character.  Mr.  Bridge  refased, 
whereupon  a  party  of  Orangemen  went  to 
his  chapel  for  three  Sundays,  and  on  the 
third  attempted  his  life,  because  he  would 
not  come  forward  in  behalf  of  an  Orange 
murderer.  The  Protestant  rector  and 
curate  went  to  a  place  of  worship  which 
they  had  never  entered  before,  to  use 
their  influence  for  the  prisoner,  and, 
finally,  Mr.  Bridge  was  hunted  from  the 
parish.  Another  Orangeman  had  robbed 
a  Catholic  chapel,  an  act  which  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  might  not  consider 
sacrilege ;  and  in  spite  of  his  own  con- 
fession and  the  charge  of  the  Judge  who 
tried  him,  the  Jury  acquitted  the  prisoner. 
To  prove  the  influence  of  party  spirit 
on  men  of  station  and  respectability  in 
Ireland,  he  referred  to  the  evidence  of 
Colonel  Blacker,  who  appeared  before  the 
Committee  as  a  witness  on  the  other  side. 
A  man,  named  Bell,  was  executed,  under 
Lord  Ellentwroagh's  Act,  for  two  atroctoa* 
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■ttenpU  on  the  life  of  a  fellow  creature, 
and  the  following  evidence  was  given  by 
Colonel  Blacker  in  reference  to  the  trans- 

"  The  case  of  one  Saunders  Bell  has  been 
aenlicined  \a  the  Committee,  do  you  know 
any  Mag  about  it  P— I  do. 

"He  is  slated  to  have  been  in  the  yeomanry, 
in  your  corps? — He  was. 

"  What  waa  his  character? — He  wm  as  quiet 
the  country. 


in  Ireland. 


and  aa  inoffeiuii 

and  as  good  a  soldier  in  his  .  __, . 

"  Will  you  slate  what  you  know  of  his  case  ? 
— It  is  now  Iwenty-nine  years  ago;  he  was, 
as  I  said  before,  a  quiet,  inofl"ensi»e  man  him- 
selfi  unfortunately  soTDe  members  of  his  family 
were  not  quite  so;  there  was  a  quatrel  between 
some  of  them  and  one  of  his  neighbours;  I  be- 
lieve it  wii  coafined  to  the  females  of  his 
bmily,  I  do  not  know  that  be  had 
well  as  1  recollec),  it  arose  out  of  sonetbing 
connected  with  poultry,  or  somethiog  very 
Iriflinn;  the  family  with  whom  the  quarrel 
took  place  was  ihat  of  a  man  named  Birming- 
ham. It  appears  that  Birmin^am  got  a  sum- 
mons from  a  magistrate  for  aome  of  Bell's 
fanufy,  and  went  to  serve  the  summons  in 
person.  As  Bell  told  me  Uie  story,  and  as  he 
peiaiiled  in  it  to  the  hour  of  his  death,  he  was 
cleaning  his  bayonet  in  the  kitchen.  Birming- 
ham says  he  look  it  off  the  shelf  against  which 
he  was  leaning ;  at  all  events,  it  was  a  matter 
of  the  most  sudden  and  onpremeditated  nature; 
he  made  a  blow  at  Birmingham  with  (hat 
bayonet,  he  says,  to  frighten  him,  but  uofor- 
tnaately  inflicted  a  very  severe  wound.  Bii- 
miogham,  of  course,  lodged  iaformalioas ;  a 
warrant  was  issued  against  Bell,  be  fled  the 
counlty,  returned  at  the  end  of  nearly  three 
years,  I  think,  and  he  was  taken  and  tried 
under,  I  believe,  what  is  called  Lord  Ellen- 
borough's  Act.  Tlie  event  took  place  in  1906, 
he  w?i  tried  in  the  summer  of  1809,  convicted, 
and  aacnied.       •  •  •  • 

"  Do  you  know  whether  the  yeomanry  were 
cnployed  to  lake  Bell  ? — I  know  they  were. 

"  It  has  been  stated,  that  Bell  coutd  have 
been  taken  sooner  had  the  yeomanry  wished 
it,  have  you  any  reastin  to  doubt  thai  ? — I  have 
this  strong  reason  to  doubt  it,  that  the  man 
was  oat  of  4)e  coustry,  and  otit  af  lluir  reach. 
"  Do  yoa  happen  to  kaow,  of  your  own 
kaMrledge,  where  he  was  at  any  time  during 
that  period  1 — I  remember  his  making  his  ap- 
pearance in  the  town  of  Tuam,  in  the  county 
of  Galway,  where  my  regiment  was  quartered 
at  the  time  ;  he  made  an  offer  ef  himielf  as  a 
recmit ;  he  wished  Id  enlist  into  oar  regiment, 
tmt  the  mif;eon  would  not  pan  him.  I  believe 
he  cominaed  a  oonaiderable  line  in  the  town 
of  Tnam,  and  I  think  when  we  left  it  he  ro- 
mained  there. 

"  Can  you  fix  the  particular  period  when  he 
was  in  Tuam?— It  was  in  I80T. 

"  How  long  did  he  remain  while  the  regi- 
ment was  there  T— A*  well  as  I 
tome  nouthi/* 


Here  wa»a  Magistrate,  a  major  of  militia, 
and  captain  of  a  yeoraaary  corps,  admit- 
ting that  he  was  aware  of  the  retreat  of  a 
man  accused  of  a  aerloua  crime,  who  bad 
set  the  law  at  deGance  for  three  years,  and 
would  have  been  passed  into  the  militia, 
but  that  the  surgeoD  did  not  approve  of 
him.    It  further  appeared  that  two  Magis- 
trates, Mr.  Blacker  and  another,  made  an 
application  to  the  Judge,    not    on    the 
ground  of  the  prisoner's  inooceDCe,  but 
because  it  was  apprehended  that  the  pro- 
secutor and  witnesses  would  be  murdered 
by  hie  friends  if  ha  were  executed.    There 
was  another  case  of  two  men,  named 
Murphy  and  Ford,  who  were  tried  for  the 
murder  of  a  man  found  guilty  of  man- 
slaughter by  an   Orange  Jury,  and  sen- 
tenced to  twelve  months'  imprisonment, 
in    1830.      These  persons  were  rescued, 
and    in  November,    1832,  Foril  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  police  by  a  Magistrate  mi 
clergyman  of  the  county  of  Galway.    As 
for  Murphy,  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Tanderagee  Yeomanry  in  October,   1832. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  reed  a  letter  from 
Earl  Bandoo,  for  the  purpose  of  proving 
that  the  prevalence  of  Oraogeism  in  the 
yeomanry    corps    of    Irelana  was  quite 
incompatible  with    the    maintenance    of 
regular    discipline,    insubordination    and 
mutiny  being  everywhere  its  natural  and 
necessary   results.     And  with    respect  to 
the  army,  nothing  but    mutiny   and  in- 
subordination marked  the  conduct  of  the 
regiments  into  which  Orange  Lodges  bad 
been  introduced.     Me  would  further  allude 
to  the  atrocities  which  bad  been  committed 
at  Killenane,  by  the   parisbioDers  of  the 
rev.    Mortimer    O'S  alii  van,     where    the 
gallant  Colonel,  the  Member  for  Armagh, 
having  interfered  for  the  ptvtectjon  of  the 
unofTendiog    peasantry,    was    threatened 
with  murder  by  his  own  tenantry.     Five 
years  had  elapsed  since  the  ravaging  of  the 
town  of  Maghara,  and  although  the  Ca- 
tholics,   who   had  committed  outrage  to 
the  extent  only  of  10s.,  had  been  severely 
punished,  no  oieasures  b^  yet  been  taken 
to  bring  those  Orangemen,  wIms  bad  demo- 
lished twenty-nine  houses,  to  justice.  Tlie 
hon.  and  learned  Member  proceeded  to  read 
extracts  from  a  variety  of  documents,  to 
show  the  character  of  the  language  held 
by  the  Orangemen  towards  ^e  Roman 
Catholics.    "  Damnalion  to  their  Pa{MSt 
souls,"  appeared  to  be  one  of  the  expres- 
sions moat  commonly  in  use.    What  at 
thif  time  wu  the  coaduct  of  tbe  Oomn- 
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inent?  Were  the  parties  who  had  these 
oppnibHons  epithets  perpetually  on  their 
tongues  brought  to  justice?  Was  any 
endeavour  made  to  visit  them  with  the 
pnniahmaDt  theiT  conduct  deserved?  Far 
from  it.  When  complaints  were  made 
opon  the  subject,  the  answer  of  Sir  Henry 
Hardtnge,  who  at  that  time  held  office  ' 
Ireland,  was,  that  he  thought  no  further 
proceedings  should  be  taken.  This  re- 
minded him  of  a  speech  of  Mr.  Grattan, 
in  which  that  eloquent  and  accomplished 
man  described  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  Ireland  in  the  year  1792.  "  Un- 
der the  present  Administration,"  said  Mr. 
Grattan,  "  the  Orangemen  of  Ireland, 
instead  of  the  punishmeat  which  their 
ontragies  should  bring  upon  them,  meet 
with  success,  impunity,  and  triumph." 
Were  not  these  words  strictly  applicabli 
to  the  present  times  7  Lord  Gosford 
again,  in  the  year  1795,  after  eloquently 
describingthe  outrages  commiited  by  the 
Orangemen  in  Armagh,  concluded  by 
stating  that  he  conceived  such  outrages  to 
be  injurious,  in  the  highest  degree,  to  the 
cause  of  Protestantism  in  Ireland.  With 
these  observations  he  should  conclude  by 
moving  the  resolution  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  viz. — "  That  Orangetsm  hss 
been  productive  of  the  most  baneful  effects 
upon  the  character  and  administration  of 
public  justice  in  Ireland;  that  its  preva- 
lence in  the  constabulary  and  peace  pre- 
■ervatioo  force,  and  yeomanry  corps  of 
that  country,  hasted  individual  members, 
as  well  aa  large  bodies  of  the  above 
description  of  force,  to  the  grass  neglect 
and  Ttolation  of  the  public  duty,  and  to 
the  open,  daring,  and  lawless  resistance 
to  the  authority  of  the  magistracy  and  of 
the  Executive  Government,  on  various 
occasions;  that  the  lystematic  and  sur- 
reptitious introduction  of  Orangeism  into 
every  branch  of  the  military  service,  into 
almost  every  part  of  the  empire,  in  direct 
violation  of  orders  issued  in  1833  and 
1829  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  his 
Majesty's  forces,  and  the  resolute  power 
and  control  vested  by  its  governing  bodies, 
the  Grand  Orange  Lodge  of  England  and 
of  Ireland,  in  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  together  with  the 
rank,  atation,  influence,  and  numbers  of 
that  formidable  and  secret  conspiracy,  are 
well  calculated  to  excite  serious  apprehen- 
sions in  all  his  Majesty's  loyal  subjects, 
and  tmperativdy  call  for  the  most  ene^etic 
exptMNM)  on  tb«  put  or  the  nfireMnta* 
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tivea  of  the  people  of  this  empire,  to  seoure 
the  safe,  the  peaceable,  the  legal)  and 
rightful  succession  to  the  throne  of  these 
realms.  He  might  be  told  that  it  was 
wrong  to  include  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  but  if  it  was  wrong 
in  the  King  to  be  connected  with  theie 
Lodges,  was  it  not  suspicious  in  the  Duke 
of  Cumbefiand  ?  This  was  a  power  which 
the  peace  of  the  empire  demanded  should 
be  put  down. 

Mr.  jBdward  BuUer  rose  to  second  the 
Motion.  As  a  Member  of  the  Committee 
which  sat  upon  the  subject  of  Orange 
Lodges  in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament, 
he  trusted  the  House  would  allow  him  the 
opportunity  of  expressing  the  opinions  ha 
had  formed  in  consequence  of  the  evi- 
dence which  had  come  before  him  in  the 
course  of  the  investigation.  On  eoteriog 
upon  the  subject  he  was  surprised  to  Gnd 
that  an  associitioa  formed,  as  was  said, 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  self-defence,  and 
for  the  protection  of  life  and  property, 
should  be  a  strictly  exclusive  society. 
If  the  objects  of  the  Association  were  only 
such  as  were  described,  why  should  the 
respectable  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
be  rigidly  excluded  from  it  ?  The  fact 
was,  that  the  views  of  the  Association  were 
solely  (hose  of  maintaining  the  Protestant 
ascendancy,  and  of  rendering  permanent 
the  dominion  of  one  particular  party  in 
Ireland,  Proceeding  further  with  the 
Inquiry,  he  found  that  this  Association 
interfered  materially  in  the  administration 
of  justice  in  criminal  cases.  He  found  it 
furnishing  legal  advice  and  aid  of  counsel 
in  cases  where  any  of  its  own  partisans 
were  concerned,  especially  in  Govemioent 
prosecutions.  He  found  further  that  to 
this  society  belonged  a  great  majority  of 
the  Magistracy  of  Ireland — of  that  Ma- 
gistracy who  presided  at  quarter  sessions 
and  by  whom  the  police  were  appointed  : 
and  in  the  northern  part  of  Uie  kingdom 
one  of  the  consequences  of  this  combini- 
tmn  of  partisan  Magistrates  was,  that  five- 
sixths  of  the  police  were  Protesteata. 
He  found,  besides,  that  in  the  north  of 
Ireland  the  Sheriffs  and  under  Sherifis — 
the  officers  who  summoned  and  empanelled 
juries,  were  members  of  this  Aasociatlon, 
and  that  some  of  tbem  had  avowed  their 
determination  never  to  put  a  Rooaan 
Catholic  upon  a  jur^  which  they  should 
eakpannel — a  determination  which,  iu  ooe 
instance,  at  least,  had  been  vetj  rel^;iously 
Mlbered  to.    Sorely,  tlnn,  witii  tribuiwH 
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■0  couBtitated,  with  Magistrates,  SberifTa, 
and  subordinate  officers  so  associated,  Tor 
the  purpose  of  sustaining;  a  strong  and 
violent  party  feeling,  it  would  bea  miracle 
if  justice  were  impartially  administered. 
If  hon.  Gentlemen  would  refer  to  the 
Report  of  the  Evidence  given  before  the 
.  Committee  of  last  year,  they  would  find 
abundantly  sufficient  to  show  that  Justice 
wasnot  impartially  administered  in  Ireland. 
The  bon.  Gentleman  then  referred  to  many 
cases' detailed  in  the  evidence,  in  which 
it  appeared  that  the  Orangemen  had  been 
aggressors  upon  the  Roman  Catholics, 
andiu  which  all  attempts  to  bring  thedelin- 
qaents  to  justice  were  rendered  nugatory 
by  the  powerful  influence  of  the  Orange 
Association.  One  of  the  pretended  victaes 
of  the  Orange  Association  was,  that  it  was 
peculiarly  loyal.  He  had  very  great 
doubts  upon  that  point.  He  believed 
that  the  loyalty  of  (he  Orangemen  was 
only  conditional.  The  oath  originally 
administered  lo  every  member  of  the 
society  bound  them  in  loyalty  to  the  Crown 
only  as  long  as  the  Protestant  ascen- 
dancy should  be  maintained  by  the  Crown. 
It  was  true  that  that  oath  vat  no  longer 
Bdmiaistered ;  but  its  spirit  still  remained. 
He  warned  the  Government  against 
identifying  itself  with  such  an  Association, 
and  against  relying  upon  itsboasted  loyalty, 
nay,  calling  to  mind  the  na 
the  facts  which  bad  been  developed  in  the 
course  of  the  investigation  before  thi 
Committee,  he  would  recommend  any 
Government  lo  ase  every  exertion  in 
power  to  put  down  such  an  Association. 

Lord  John  Russell  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  the  terms  of  the 
resoiution.  If  he  did  so,  he  might  raise 
an  objection  to  some  parts  of  it,  although 
he  was  by  no  means  prepared  to  say  that 
be  should  dissent  from  the  whole.  But 
he  thought  it  quite  evident,  from  the  state 
of  the  House  at  that  moment,  that 
the  present  was  not  a  convenient  oppoi 
tuoity  to  come  to  a  decision  on  thi 
Question.  It  was  quite  evident  that  upon 
a  question  in  which  there  had  been 
much  inquiry,  and  upon  which  opinions 
were  so  very  strongly  opposed  on  different 
sides  of  the  House,  that  if  a  decisive  vote 
were  expected  on  auch  a  question,  there 
wonid  have  been  a  much  more  full  atten- 
dance of  Members.  And  if  they  were  lo 
have  an  impartial  and  useful  discussion 
the  Qusition,  be  submitted  that  they 
onglit  not  to  eater  into  the  labject  peace' 
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meal— discussing  a  part  to  day,  and  a 
part  to-morrow,  and  another  part  on  some 
more  remote  occasion.  Therefore,  not 
seeing  any  Gentleman  present  who  would 
be  likely  to  take  a  strong  and  decided 
part  in  defence  of  the  Orange  Societiet 
Ireland — and  certainly  after  what  had 
been  stated  on  the  one  side,  he  shoold 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  interrupt  any  Gen- 
tleman who  might  be  disposed  to  come 
forward  to  defend  them — but  not  seeiogf 
any  Gentleman  present  anxious  to  inter- 
fere in  their  behalf,  the  proposal  he  felt 
inclined  to  make  was,  that  the  debate  on 
this  question  be  now  deferred  till  some 
future  day.  There  were  two  notices  of 
Motions  on  the  Notice  Boole  for  the  23rd 
of  the  present  month — one  given  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Middlesex  of  a  resolution 
for  an  Address  to  the  Crown;  the  other 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  opposite, 
of  a  Motion  for  a  fresh  Committee  of 
Inquiry  into  the  organization  of  Orange 
and  secret  societies  in  Ireland  generally. 
If  the  present  debate  were  adjourned  till 
ihat  day,  he  should  then  be  ready  to  state 
the  view  which  the  King's  Ministers  took 
of  this  great  question,  as  well  as  their 
reasons  for  not  adopting  either  of  the 
courses  which  had  been  proposed  by  the 
bon.  Gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the  House 
and,  at  the  same  time,  his  reason  for 
thinking  that  without  some  further  inquiry 
it  would  be  impossible  for  the  House  now, 
at  the  commencement  of  a  fresh  Session, 
to  express  its  sentiments  on  the  nature 
and  tendency  of  these  Orange  Lodges. 
He  should  Ihen  be  ready  to  submit  an 
opinion  upon  the  subject,  in  two  resola- 
tions.  He  did  not  mean  to  preclude  him- 
self from  assenting  to  any  Motion  that 
might  be  made  with  respect  to  other 
secret  societies,  if  public  inquiry  with 
respect  to  ihem  should  be  thought  neces- 
sary ;  but  he  certainly  would  now  state 
broadly,  that  be  was  an  enemy  to  all  Secret 
Societies,  and  if  by  further  inquiry,  by  the 
appointment  of  Select  Committees,  or  by 
any  other  means,  they  might  be  better 
enabled  to  get  at  the  nature,  the  tendency, 
and  the  extent  of  such  societies,  he  for 
one  should  readily  embrace  those  means ; 
convinced  as  he  was  that,  in  auppreasing 
all  secret  societies,  he  should  be  doing 
that  which  would  tend  most  to  the  har- 
mony of  Ireland,  and,  he  might  say,  to 
the  peaceful  profession  of  the  religiona 
sentimenisof  every  class  of  his  Majesty's 
lubjectt  in  that  couolry.    He  would  con> 


SitmilMl  of 


{Feb, 


345 

clode  by  moving,  "  That  thii  debate  be 
adjonrned  till  Tuesdaj,  the  23rd  instant." 

Mr.Hemy  Maxwell  was  Tully  prepared, 
in  common  with  many  friends  (hen  in  the 
House,  to  meet  on  the  instant  the  state- 
ments which  the  hon.  and  learnei]  Mem- 
ber for  Kilkenny  had  brought  forward  with 
respect  to  the  Orange  Lodges  of  Ireland. 
He  was  anxious  to  meet  th<tt  statement  as 
ipeedily  as  possible,  and  he  was  also 
ansious  to  take  the  first  opportunity  that 
should  present  itself  of  stating  the  opinion 
which  he  entertained  with  respect  to  the 
construction  of  the  Committee  appointed 
m  the  last  Session  of  Parliament  to  con- 
duct the  investigation  into  the  nature  and 
character  of  Orange  Societies  in  Ireland. 
He  was  anxious  to  submit  to  the  House 
his  view  of  what  the  conduct  of  that 
Committee  had  been,  having  been  as 
constant  an  attendant  upon  it  as  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  (Mr.  Finn)  himself. 
He  was  anxious,  also  to  stale  his  view  of 
the  resolution  which  the  Committee  had 
adopted  upon  the  evidence  adduced 
before  it.  But  as  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
had  espressed  a  desire  that  no  protracted 
discussion  should  take  place  upon  the 
subject  on  the  present  occasioo,  he  was 
perfectly  willing  in  deference  to  them 
and  with  a  view  to  the  advancement  of 
public  business  (and  in  that  feeling  he  was 
borne  out  by  all  his  friends  with  whom  he 
had  communicated),  not  to  oppose  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  to  the  day  men- 
tioned by  the  noble  Lord 

Debate  adjourned  to  the  23rd  inst. 

Dismissal  OF  Military  OmcEns.] 
Mr.  Hume  rose  to  submit  to  the  House  a 
motion  of  considerable  importance,  con- 
nected with  the  dismissal  of  military 
officers  from  the  Army.  He  had  some 
time  ago  asked  a  c^aestion  of  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Secretary  at  K'ar,  to  which  the 
reply  was,  that  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  was  not  on  full  pay, 
and  consequently  was  not  amenable  to  a 
court-martial.  Now  he  put  it  to  the 
House  and  to  the  noble  Lard  the  Secre- 
tary at  War,  whether,  whenever  Parliament 
granted  his  Majesty  power  or  authority  to 
make  such  laws  as  he  might  deem  necessary 
to  carry  into  effect  the  discipline  of  the 
Army,  there  was  any  class  of  persons,  or 
any  individual,  however  high  he  migh[ 
stand  in  rank  or  station,  who,  whilst 
enrolled  on  the  list  of  the  army,  might 
presume  to  defy  tbe  orders  of  his  Majesty? 
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He  conceived  that  no  individual 'woald  be 
justified  in  doing  so,  whether  he  were  on 
full-pay  or  half-pay.  This  was  not  the 
first  time  that  he  had  brought  before  the 
House  the  question  of  the  power  of  hia 
Majesiy  to  dispense  with  the  service  of 
officers  iu  the  army,  without  bringing 
them  to  a  court-martial  ;  and  he  had  in- 
variably heard  from  the  Secretary  at  War 
that  it  would  be  perfectly  ridiculous  and 
absurd  to  intrust  his  Majesty  with  tbe 
power  of  making  laws  for  tbe  army,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  take  from  him  tbe 
power  of  removing  from  the  Army  List 
such  individuals  as  disputed  his  orders  or 
degraded  their  station.  And  when  the 
right  hon.  the  Secretary  at  War  placed 
upon  the  table  of  the  House  a  return  of 
the  names  of  1,000  officers  who  had  been 
dismissed  from  the  army  without  anj 
inquiry,  or  any  cause  assigned,  he  must 
say  that  he  thought  there  was  a  great  and 
serious  ground  of  complaint.  If  such  had 
been  the  case,  if  veteran  and  experienced 
officers  had  been  summarily  dismissed, 
without  even  the  poor  satisfaction  of 
knowing  the  cause  of  their  removal,  what 
must  he  said,  if  at  that  moment  they  had 
an  instance  of  the  highest  individual  in 
the  kingdom,  next  to  the  King  himself, 
setting  at  utter  defiance  the  orders  issued 
by  his  Majesty's  Commander-in-chief. 
He  thought  the  House  ought  to  take  this 
matter  into  its  serious  consideration.  His 
object  was  to  have  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  a  return  of  the  officers  of  each  rank 
in  the  army  not  on  full-pay,  or  liable  to 
trial  by  court-martial,  who  had  been  dis- 
missed from  the  army  by  his  Majesty's 
prerogative.  As  he  wished  only  to  show 
that  tbe  principle  existed,  it  would  not  be 
necessary  to  go  back  many  years.  He 
knew  that  since  the  peace  many  officers 
on  half-pay  had  been  removed  from  the 
army  by  hia  Majesty,  without  any  reason 
being  assigned,  though  no  doubt  there 
were  reasons  operating  on  the  mind  of  his 
Majesty  for  making  the  dismissals.  Ifhia 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
whose  excuse,  he  understood  was,  that  be 
wasnoton  full-pay, persisted  in  treating  with 
derision,  and  setting  at  nought  tbe  orders 
of  the  Commander-in-chief,  it  was  high 
time  to  consider  who  was  really  the  first 
military  individual  in  this  country.  If  be 
continued  to  resist  those  orders,  on  the 
plea  that  he  was  not  amenable  to  a  conrt- 
martial  because  he  was  not  on  fall-pay,  it 
became  essentially  necessary  to  show  that 
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this,  wbo  nas  to  be  the  Commaniler-in- 
cbierin  thiscoantry?  Hecontd  assuretha 
Home  that  when  the  time  arrived  he  should 
be  able  to  prove,  chapter  and  verse, 
all  he  had  alleged ;  and  all  that  he 
now  wanted  to  know  was,  whether  any 
individual,  not  on  full  pay,  had  been 
dismissed  from  the  army  within  a  given 
time?  He,  therefore,  begged  to  move 
that  there  ba  laid  before  tbe  House  a  tiat 
of  all  ofiiGers,  of  whatever  rank  in  hit 
Majesty's  regular  service,  who,  when  not 
on  full-pay,  and  not  liable  to  be  tried  by 
court- martial,  had  been  struck  out  of  the 
list  of  the  army  without  tbeir  coaae&t  in 
each  year  since  1815,  with  the  alleged 
reasons  for  such  dismissal,  and  also  a 
return  of  any  persona  who  had  been  re- 
stored to  their  rank  after  such  dismis- 
sal, with  the  alleged  leasoai  for  auch  re- 
Viscount  Howkk  said,  as  a  coouder- 
able  portion  of  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Middlesex  related  not  so  much 
to  the  question  of  graating  the  returns 
he  had  called  for,  as  to  that  Motion  of  bd 
Address  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  he 
(Lord  Howick)  should  defer  any  remarka 
he  might  have  to  make  on  that  subject 
until  they  came  to  debate  it  in  a  regular 
manner.  For  the  reason  already  stated 
by  his  noble  Friend  near  him  (Lord  J. 
Russell),  he  thought  it  highly  inconvenient 
that  such  a  discussion  should  be  prema- 
turely entered  upon  and  conducted,  ai 
it  were,  piecemeal.  He  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  agreeing  at  once  with  the  propo- 
sition, that  the  Crown  undoubtedly  had 
tbe  prerogative  of  striking  officers  off  the 
list  without  trial  by  court-martial,  eveo 
though  upon  half-pay,  and  therefore  not 
liable  to  be  brought  to  court-martial ;  nor 
had  he  the  sliglilest  objection  to  lay  upon 
the  Table  the  returns  required  to  aSord 
any  further  clue  (hat  might  be  necessary  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  bringing  on  his  sab- 
sequent  Motion.  But  he  thought  there 
was  a  very  reasonable  objection  to  laying 
the  returns  on  the  Table  in  the  form  now 
proposed.  The  hon.  Member  had  asked 
for  the  names  of  all  the  officers  struck  off 
the  Army  List,  and  the  reasons  for  their 
being  so  dismissed.  Now,  he  believed 
that  every  hon.  Member  was  aware  that 
this  was  a  power  belonging  to  the  Crown, 
which  was  rarely,  if  ever  exercised,  except 
in  consequence  of  some  highly  disgraceful 
conduct  OR  liie  part  of  the  individual.  He 
was  sure  the  House  would  feel  that  it 


■to  plea  of  tbat  kind  could  avail,  and  that 
he  was  within  the  reach  of  the  kingly  pre- 
K^tive.  He  (Mr.  Hume)  knew  of  no 
auch  thing  existing  in  this  country  as  that 
species  of  justice  which  sanclioned  the 
dismissal  from  tbe  army  of  officers  holding 
subordinate  ranks,  while  it  sheltered  a  field- 
manhat  from  similar  punishment,  although 
equally  deserved.  On  the  contrary,  the 
field-marshal  ought  to  be  the  first  to  be 
dismissed,  seeing  that  a  bad  example  by 
him  must  be  more  pernicious  than  the 
misconduct  of  officers  of  inferior  rank.  If, 
then,  he  should  establish  the  principle  for 
which  he  was  contending,  and  if  he  should 
prove  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  to  be 
within  tbe  operation  of  that  principle,  it 
would  be  tbe  duty  of  his  Majesty's  advisers 
to  see  that  his  Royal  Highness  should  be 
immediately  removed  from  the  army. 
Shoald  his  Majesty  not  be  advised  to  dis- 
miss him,  it  would  then  become  imperative 
on  him  to  submit  to  the  House  the  propriety 
of  inquiring  how  far  the  Commander-in- 
cbief.  Lord  Hill,  had  done  his  duty;  and 
on  that  occasion  be  would  prove  that 
the  House  of  Commons  was  the  proper 
place  where  a  remedy  and  relief  were  to  be 
obtained.  If  those  to  whom  the  army  was 
intrusted  by  tbe  Act  of  Parliament,  annu- 
ally passed,  did  not  do  their  duty,  there 
was  no  other  mode  by  which  to  ascertain 
the  truth  of  that  fact,  than  by  an  inquiry 
00  the  part  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
O^  a  future  day  he  would  prove  that  Lord 
Hilt,  in  1832  and  1835,  issued  two  orders 
respecting  Orange  Lodges  in  the  army, 
which  formed  part  of  the  general  orders 
delivered  to  every  general  and  colonel  of 
regiments;  he  would  prove  that  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  as  a  colonel  in  the  army, 
had  those  orders  in  his  possession ;  and 
be  would  prove  that  tbe  Duke  bad  acted 
contrary  to  those  orders,  and  that  he  con- 
tinued to  attend  Orange  Lodges.  He 
would  further  show  that  Lord  Hill  had  not 
done  his  duty — that  whilst  he  threatened 
individuals  in  the  lower  grades,  he  had 
been  afraid  tn  deal  with  individuals  in  the 
higher  ranks  of  the  army.  That  was  not 
what  the  country  had  a  right  to  expect 
from  the  Commsnder-in-chief.  If  he 
should  succeed  in  proving  these  facts,  it 
certainly  became  necenary  for  the  House 
to  ascertain  what  steps  it  would  be  proper 
to  take.  FoTthatpurposehecalledforthe 
present  return.  It  was  incumbent  on  them 
to  have  a  full  knowledge  of  their  power, 
if,  indeed,  tbe  conuoveray  should  come  to' 
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would  be  m  unfair  and  an  Unjust  aggra- 
vation of  the  punishment  of  those  indivi- 
duals who  had  already  lufiered,  if  now, 
after  the  lapse  of  a  conaidenible  number  of 
years,  their  names  and  particularly  their 
offence*,  were  to  be  held  up  to  the  public 
eye.  For  that  reason  he  hoped  the  hon. 
Oentlenan  would  content  himBelf  with 
askiag  for  a  return,  showing  the  num- 
ber of  officen  who,  not  being  on  full 
pay,  had  since  1816  been  without  their 
own  consent  removed  from  the  army.  That 
return  would  show,  not  only  that  the 
power  of  dismissal  did  exist  ia  the  Crown, 
but,  in  point  of  fact,  that  the  power  had 
been  exercised  ;  and  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
should  then  be  able  to  make  out  a  proper 
case  on  the  facts  he  had  stated  to  the 
House,  he  would  have  a  full  right  to 
upon  the  House  to  address  the  Crown 
upon  it. 

Colonel  r«nier  said,  although  he  was 
neither  on  full -pay  or  on  half-pay,  yet  as 
hia  name  stood  enrolled  amongst  those  of 
the  gallant  defenders  of  their  country,  be 
might  be  permitted  to  say  a  few  words. 
Having  been  allowed  in  consideration  of 
bis  services  to  bis  King  and  country,  to 
retain  bis  rank  in  the  army,  and  not  being 
aware  of  having  done  any  thing  dishonour- 
able or  disgraceful  to  his  Majeity's  service, 
or  UDbecomicg  the  character  of  an  oRlcer 
and  a  gentleman,  he  thought  it  would  be 
extremely  unjust  that  his  name  should  now 
be  struck  out  of  the  list  of  the  army,  in 
which  it  bad  appeared  for  upwards  of 
thirty  years,  for  having  belonged  to  a 
society,  at  the  head  of  which  two  of  his 
Majesty's  brothers  were  placed. 

Mr.  ScarUlt  was  very  much  surprised 
at  what  had  I^Uen  fVom  the  hon.  Member 
for  Middlesex.  Did  be  intend  to  abridge 
personal  liberty  by  attempting  to  prevent 
a  man,  because  he  happened  to  be  on 
half-pay,  from  belonging  to  a  society 
whioh  DO  law  of  the  country  had  pro- 
claimed to  be  illegal?  Would  the  hon. 
Member  for  Middlesex,  in  defiance  of  all 
law,  commence  a  bitter  persecution  against 
men  because  they  might  belong  to  an  in- 
stitution of  which  he  did  not  approve,  but 
which,  the  law  did  not  condemn?  He 
trusted  the  hon.  Member  would  allow 
other*  the  same  liberty  he  claimed  for 
himself. 

Colonel  ThoMpton  happened  lo  be  a 
half-pay  officer,  and  if  be  acted  accord- 
ing to  his  own  desire,  he  should  be  proud 
to  ntablisb  a  Haform  Anociatioii  in  every 
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re{^ment  in  the  army.  There  were  many 
interesting  questions  which  he  should  be 
happy  to  bring  before  both  the  soldiera 
and  officers;  particularly  the  question  of 
military  punishment.  Nothing  would  de- 
light bim  more  than,  within  the  next  six 
months,  to  establish  such  auocialims, 
and  to  be  personally  active  in  directing  the 
attention  of  the  soldiers  to  that  and  marty 
other  most  important  points.  But  lie  had 
always  been  restrained  from  an  idea  that 
there  was  a  sort  of  point  of  honour  in  the 
army,  a  kind  of  feeling  at  least,  that  it 
was  prudent,  politic,  and  wise  to  abstain 
from  the  introduction  of  politics  among 
the  soldiers.  He  wished  to  know  whether 
that  point  of  honour  was  to  be  abrogated, 
as  regarded  Orange  Lodges  and  Field 
Marshals  ?  because  be  was  at  a  loss  to 
understand  that  kind  of  Irish  reciprocity 
which  was  all  on  one  aide.  If  the 
bar  was  to  be  removed  on  the  one  side, 
it  onght  also  to  be  removed  on  the  other. 
He  wished,  then,  to  be  informed  whether 
he  should  incur  any  danger  if  he  should 
be  discovered  establishing  Reform  Asso- 
ciations in  the  army?  Would  the  power 
of  the  Crown  be  exercised  against  those 
who  should  promote  Reform  Associationa 
in  the  army,  and  not  against  thoso 
who  formed  Orange  tx>dges?  who  formed 
them,  he  had  no  doubt,  from  the  purest 
motives,  and  without  rendering  themselves 
liable  to  any  imputation  of  dishonour. 
He  could  imagine  that  hon.  men,  stimu- 
lated by  a  desire  to  promote  those  princi- 
ple* which  in  their  hearts  thfy  thought 
right,  would  be  found  engaged  on  either 
side.  But  if  the  bar  were  dona  away  on 
ono  side,  it  ought  to  be  so  on  the  other. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  on  the 
other  side  (Col.  Verner)  bad  complained 
(if  he.  Col.  Thompson  ntiderstood  him 
aright)  that  he  had  l>een  treated  severely 
for  some  political  interference.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
and  himself  were  of  the  same  rank ;  tbeie- 
fore  he  had  a  suspicion  that  there  waa 
something  in  the  rank  which  made  that  per- 
fectly legal  and  honourable  in  one  member 
of  the  profession  which  was  illegal  aod 
dishonourable  in  another.  Entertaining 
this  belief,  he  roust  point  out  the  great 
desirableness  of  having  a  re^lar  and  well- 
defined  line  drawn,  io  order  to  point  out 
where  this  distinction  of  rank  lay,  and 
whether  a  colonel,  a  general,  or  a  field- 
marshal  only  was  at  liberty  to  intro- 
duce politics  into  the  anny.    He  am- 
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D  order  not  to  incur  KiniilaT  degradKtioi]. 

The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Scarlett)  had  aiked  whether  he  (Mr. 
Hume)  would  by  these  proceedings  at- 
tempt to  abridge  the  liberty  of  the  sut^ect. 
He  assured  the  hon.  and  learned  Member, 


tioned  these  things,  because  a  state 
ofcertatnty  was  always  better  than  a  state 
of  doubt.  He  baa  ever  thought  that 
what  was  strong  sound  sense  in  civil  life, 
WHS  as  sound  and  as  strong  sen 
army  ;  and  he  claimed  for  the  army  the 
privilege  of  having  that  principle  applied 
to  it,  which  was  found  to  be  wise  and  po- 
litic in  every-day  life. 

Viscount  ffowkk  : — Supposed  that  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Officer  itnagitied  that 
from  what  be  had  meant  to  imply,  that 
officers  on  half-pay  had  been  allowed  to 
exert  themselves  in  establishing  Orange 
Associations  in  the  army,  it  never  entered 
into  his  mind  to  say  so.  The  purport  of 
what  he  stated  was  this,  that  officers  on 
half-pay  being  considered  as  civilians, 
were  usually  treated  as  such,  and  might 
belong  to  reform,  or  any  other  associations 
which  were  not  prohibited  by  law;  and 
that  the  Commander-in-Chief  did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  interfere  with  officers  so 
situated.  But,  undoubtedly,  the  order 
issued  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  in 
August  last,  applied  to  Orange  and  poli- 
tical societies  of  every  kind  established  in 
the  army.  It  would  be  an  act  most  grossly 
improper  for  any  officer  to  assist  in  sup- 
porting any  associations  of  the  kind ;  and 
most  clearly,  if  an  officer,  even  on  half- 
pay,  were  to  be  instrumental  in  setting 
such  associations  on  fool  in  the  army,  it 
would  bring  bim  within  the  terms  of  the 
order.  He  was  not  going  into  the  ques- 
tion, for  be  the  facts  as  they  might,  those 
who  were  interested  in  Orange  societies 
denied  that  they  had  promoted  associ- 
ations in  the  army ;  but  most  undoubt- 
edly, he  must  say,  to  establish  such 
societies  in  the  army,  would  be,  in  officers, 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  an  offence 
of  the  very  gravest  nature. 

Mr.  Hvnu  felt  the  tbrce  of  one  of  the 
noble  Lord's  objections — that  it  would  be 
unnecessary  for  tbe  purposes  of  the  Motion, 
to  drag  forth  any  individual  who  had 
letired  into  civil  life,  and  whose  name  and 
offence  were  foi^otten.  But  be  diff'ered 
from  the  noble  Lord  when  he  said  that  it 
would  be  cruel  to  set  forth  the  conduct  of 
such  an  individual.  This  was  false  deli- 
cacy. It  was  not  doing  justice  to  tbe  army 
at  large,  to  refrain  from  publishing  tbe 
grounds  why  any  officer  had  been  struck 
off  the  list.  Indeed,  he  made  this  a  mat- 
ter of  complaint  against  tbe  Commander- 
in-Chief.  By  the  publication  others  would 
learn  what  they  themselves  had  to  avoid, 


that  no  act  of  his  would  abridge  the  liberty 
of  the  subject,  except  the  bon,  and 
learned  Member  meant  the  liberty  to  do 
wrong.  He  begged  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  two  last  sentences  of 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  opposite 
(Colonel  Verner),  who  had  said  bow  cruel 
it  would  be  on  him  to  be  removed  from  tbe 
list  of  tbe  army  for  the  offence  of  belong- 
ing to  any  gociely  to  which  two  of  the 
brothers  of  the  Sovereign  belonged.  He 
wished  hon.  Members  to  bear  that  in 
mind,  because  he  did  most  sincerely  agree 
with  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member.  He 
thought  it  would  be  cruel.  It  was  upon 
that  ground  he  wished  to  see  the  subject 
on  a    future   day   fairly   discussed. 

The  returns,  as  suggested  l^  Lord  How- 
iclc,  were  ordered. 

Metropolitan  Railuoads.]  Mr. 
Harvey  said,  that  in  the  few  remarks  he 
felt  it  incumbent  on  hira  to  urge  on  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  in  support  of 
the  Motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice, 
he  desired  to  be  expressly  understood  that 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  bring  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House  any  one  of  the 
many  Railroads  for  which  petitions  had 
been,  or  were  about  to  be,  presented.  The 
sole  object  of  his  Motion  was  to  call  the 
attention  of  hon.  Members  and  the  Go- 
vernment to  a  subject  unquestionably  of 
very  great  importance.  At  the  present 
time  there  was  no  subject  of  a  domestic 
nature  which  so  largely  occupied  the 
public  attention  as  that  of  Railroads.  A 
greater  number  of  persons  was  enlisted  in 
their  advocacy  or  in  opposition  to  tben, 
a  talker  amount  of  capital  was  embarked 
in  their  furtherance,  a  vaster  extent  of 
property  was  involved  in  their  prosecution, 
tlian  in  any  one  other  subject  that  could 
claim  tbe  attention  of  the  House.  He 
could  not,  therefore,  but  believe  that  hon. 
Members  would  be  most  anxious  to  listen 
to  any  plan  calculated  to  economise  ex- 
pense, and  to  save  tbe  Umeof  the  House; 
for,  when  they  called  to  mind  the  fact 
that  the  number  of  petitions  which  had 
been  already  presented  for  the  introduction 
of  Railroad  Bills,  and  when  they  consi- 
dered how  they  were  disposed  of  before 
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Commttteea,  it  wu  not  too  much  to  say 
that  there  wai  work  enough  io  their  Cotn- 
miltee 'rooms  to  engage  every  Member  of 
tiie  House  to  the  latest  period  of  the 
SesaioD.  Was  it  not,  then,  a  fit  object 
of  the  House,  as  far  as  it  could  coosist- 
ently  with  justice,  to  restrict  the  expendi- 
ture of  time  upon  inquiries  which  might 
prove  abortive,  and  upon  subjects  which 
ought  not  to  have  been  brought  before  it? 
The  terms  of  the  motion  restricted  the 
inquiry  to  those  Railroads  which  bad  a 
termitnis  within  seven  miles  of  the  metro- 

Klis.  The  object  of  that  restriction  would 
obvious.  .  It  would  have  been  too  much 
labour  for  any  Committee,  or  Board  of 
Inquiry,  to  have  had  brought  within  its 
cognizance,  all  the  Railroad  Bills  which 
were  likely  to  be  matter  of  legislative 
inquiry.  Moreover,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  it  was  unnecessary,  as  it  regarded 
thoae  Railroads  whose  termination  began 
and  ended  in  the  provincial  counties, 
inasmuch  as  they  generally  originated  in 
the  places  themselves,  were  carried  on  by 
the  conviction  of  thetr  utility,  and  coun- 
tuianced  by  local  contributions.  The 
parties,  therefore,  who  had  given  their 
sanction  to  local  Railroads  and  improve- 
ments, were  the  best  judges  of  their  im- 
g>rtance  and  mode  of  accomplishment, 
ut  tlie  same  remark  would  not  apply  to 
mauy  Railroads  which  were  proposed  to 
coDoect  the  metropolis  with  distant  and 
temote  parts  of  the  country,  having  a 
termination  in  London.  The  greater  part 
of  those  projects  had  their  origin,  not  from 
a  sense  of  their  utility,  not  from  any  in- 
tention in  the  minds  of  those  who  resided 
on  the  line  of  road  on  which  it  was  to  pass, 
but,  in  the  main,  they  had  their  origin  in 
parties  seeking  wealth,  and  of  active 
enterprise,  and  it  would  be  generally 
found,  if  those  who  were  contributors  to 
those  projects  were  analysed,  that  they  had 
little  connexion  with  distant  places,  with 
the  commerce  of  remote  towns,  and  com- 
mercial ports.  It  therefore  became  im- 
portant that  this  House  should  exercise 
a  domestic  superintendence  over  objects 
which  had  not  those  local  ties.  Because, 
though  it  might  be  said  by  gentlemen  who 
considered  that  every  enterprise  which  was 
based  upon  the  employment  of  capital 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  work  out  its  own 
object  unfettered  by  any  restraint  which 
legislation  might  impose;  yet  this  was  a 
.  principle  which  might  be  carried  out  per- 
niciously, inasmuch  hs  it  would  affect  the 
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interests  of  persons  who  could  not  protect 
themselves  from  the  manifest  inconve- 
niences which  they  might  encounter.  This 
would  be  illustrated  if  they  brought  their 
minds  to  the  several  projects  now  in  pro- 
gress.  There  were  three  principal  Rail- 
roads projected  from  the  eastern  part  of 
this  metropolis  to  Norwich.  One  proposed 
to  go  through  Chelmsford  ;  the  second  to 
proceed  to  Cambridge,  and  then  turn  to 
the  right  to  Norwich;  and  the  third  to 
proceed  to  the  same  destination  by  way  of 
Bury.  He  thought  it  would  be  readily 
conceded,  whatever  might  be  desired,  and 
whatever  proSt  might  be  got  out  of  a 
Railroad  from  London  to  Norwich,  that 
there  could  be  no  just  pretensions  for  the 
establishment  of  three  lines.  But  even  if 
there  were,  he  would  submit  to  the  House 
that  it  was  a  most  important  duty  in  them 
to  consider  whether  those  three  roeds  were 
to  have  three  distinct  entrances  into  the 
heart  of  this  metropolis.  The  effect 
would  be  the  immolation  of  whole  towns. 
It  would  desolate  entire  streets,  and  pro- 
duce incidentally  most  serious  injury  upon 
person  and  property.  If,  therefore,  it  was 
desirable  there  should  be  communications 
of  this  kind,  he  would  suggest  that  it  was 
expedient  that  places  should  be  adopted 
within  reasonable  distances  of  the  metro- 
polis in  each  direction  to  which  all  these 
roads  should  tend,  and  should  all  come, 
and  from  which  none  should  be  allowed 
to  deviate.  Should  some  such  mode  not 
be  adopted,  no  standard  of  value  would 
be  sufficient  to  measure  the  immense  loss 
of  property  likely  to  ensue  to  individuals. 
It  was  obligatory  on  the  Government  of  a 
country  to  protect  its  property  as  much  as 
to  protect  its  peace.  Property  of  a  pecu- 
liar nature  was  threatened  with  danger  by 
the  multiplication  of  Railroads;  the  pre- 
sent was  the  time  to  stand  forward  and 
protect  it.  Notonly  were  these  Railroads 
projected  from  London  to  every  corner  of 
the  country,  but  even  from  one  part  of 
London  to  the  other.  So  that  when  a 
traveller  on  the  Birmingham  Railroad 
would  have  arrived  at  the  termination  of 
that  line,  which  was  to  be  somewhere  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Euston-square,  he 
would  be  taken  up  then  on  another  Rail- 
road, and  carried  into  Snow-hill,  if  the 
House  permitted  the  project  of  the  latter 
line  to  be  proceeded  with.  The  nest 
Railroad,  he  presumed,  would  be  to  the 
House  of  Commons;  and,  perhaps,  the 
one  after  to  B I ackfnars'- bridge ;  until  at 
N  ^,    ■ 
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Ust  there  would  not  be  a  aingle  itreet  left 
in  Londoa  without  a  Railroad.  If  chaoge 
were  neceuary,  let  there  be  change; 
but,  in  hi«  opinion,  utility  ihould  alwaya 
be  the  guide  followed  in  changes  of  every 
deicfiption,  and  not  a  apeculative  spirit, 
which  often  led  iudividuulsto  ruin  not  alone 
themselves,  but  their  neighbours.  It 
mi^ht  be  ui^ed  against  his  Motion  that  a 
tribunal  already  existed  to  try  ihe  merits 
of  cases  simiiar  to  those  included  in  it, 
and  that,  therefore,  it  was  unnecessary. 
But  to  this  he  would  reply,  that  although 
Comraitteea  of  the  House  of  Commons 
were  very  much  improved  for  investigating 
such  matters  of  late,  they  were  not 
sufficiently  so  to  meet  the  evils  likely  to 
arise  from  ari  excess! re  iodulgence  in 
unwise  speculations  of  the  nature  adverted 
to  in  his  observations.  The  numbers 
composing  them  were  too  large,  the  rooms 
in  which  they  were  held  too  small,  the 
attendance  too  crowded  and  confused,  and 
the  motives  of  many  bon.  Members  too 
quefitiooable,  through  private  «r  public 
prejudice  in  favour  of  one  line  or  in  oppo- 
silion  to  another,  to  render  a  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  upon  subjects 
of  that  nature,  the  most  correct  or  impar- 
tial tribunal.  The  consequence  of  this 
combination  of  unfavourable  circum- 
stances, particularly  the  Utter,  was  ii 
many  cases  a  compromise,  in  which  the 
interests  of  the  parties  prevailed,  and  the 
interests  of  the  public  were  very  rarely 
considered.  The  proceedings  before  that 
tribunal  were  very  expensive — enormously 
so;  end  every  day  they  were  increasing, 
It  was  due  to  the  public  to  put  an  end  tc 
those  expensive  proceedings.  No  later 
than  that  morning  certain  partiea  inter, 
ested  in  the  progress  of  a  Hatlroad  Bill 
had  been  with  him  ;  and  one  of  them 
bim  he  had  to  pay, before  he  was  permitted 
to  take  a  single  step,  the  sum  of  50QL 
for  what  was  called  "  a  list  of  the  assents 
and  dissents."  While  the  other  had 
inrorm<>d  him,  that  for  the  same  thing  he 
expected  to  be  called  on  for  three  times  as 
much  in  as  many  days  hence.  It  was  now 
the  practice  to  obtain  the  consent  not 
alone  of  proprietors,  but  of  lodgers  on 
any  estate  to  be  atTected  bj  the  tine,  but 
in  many  cases  that  of  tbe  former  was 
^iRpensed  with,  while  that  of  the  latter, 
who  bad  no  real  interest  in  the  estate, 
served  to  swell  a  list  in  approbation.  This 
had  a  delusive,  aa  well  as  a  destnictive, 
effect  on  the  public;  for  it  gave  an  appear- 
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anee  offeasibilitytu  projects  which  were  by 
of  a  warrantable  naUire,  and  sub- 
stituted the  names  of  persons  possessingnot 

particle  of  valuable  interest  in  a  property 

for  those  of  the  actual  bonajide  owners  of 

All  this  was  calculated  to  deceive  and 

:e  tbe  community  at  lai^,  as  well  as 

destroy   the    property    and    prospects   of 

The  attention  of  the  House 

of  Commons  had,    during  the  last  and 

leveral  preceding  Sessions, been  very  lihe- 

ally  devoted  to  tbe  facilitating  of  such 
speculative  enterprises,  and  he  predicted, 
that  unless  some  very  decided  step,  such 
as  now  proposed,  were  adopted  to  control 
and  regulate  the  very  tolerant  spirit  which 
had  hitherto  guided  their  legislation,  the 
result  would  be  that  this  House  would 
become,  not  a  House  of  Parlinment,  but 
a  House  of  Railroads ;  and  every  Gentle- 
man's spare  time  would  be  exclusirely 
occupied  in  attending  Committees  to  pro- 
mote their  extension  over  the  empire.  It 
was  under  these  circumstances,  and  with 
this  conviction  of  his  duty  to  the  unpro- 
tected public  and  to  the  Legislature  in 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  hold  a  seat, 
that  he  now  proposed  the  formation  of  the 
Select  Committee,  with  the  powers  and 
duties  specified  in  his  Motion. 

Mr.  William  Crawford  said,  some  of 
the  schemes  alluded  to  had  fallen  under 
his  observation,  and  he  could  speak,  from 
experience  of  the  evils  and  inconveniences 
likely  to  arise  from  the  mania  for  Railroad 
speculations  which  now  possessed  the 
country.  He  concurred  with  the  hon. 
Mover,  that  it  was  absolutely  requisite  to 
apply  some  legislative  check  to  these  pro- 
ceedmgs,  which  threatened  to  sacrifice 
such  an  amount  trf  private  property  in  the 
reckless  rivalry  of  puMic  companies,  espe> 
daily  in  the  vicinity  of  London.  The 
county  of  Surrey  seemed  to  be  especially 
marked  out  as  a  scene  of  visitation  for  tbe 
execution  of  such  speculative  projects,  and 
had  actually  been  mapped  and  partitioned 
amongst  three  principal  engineers,  in  so 
manyd  istinct  shares,  fortheirown  profit ,  and 
for  the  delusion  of  the  public.  There  were 
now  no  less  than  three  Railroads  planned  to 
Brighton :  and  could  any  sensible  man  ex- 
pect that  they  could  all  succeed,  even  if 
the  projectors  intended  to  work  themf 
One  was  cslled  Stephenson's  line,  eon- 
ducted  along  the  vale  of  Wickham  and 
Wimbledon  Common,  extending  circoit- 
ODsly  through  the  most  beautiful  part  of. 
the  coqutiy,  and  along  tbe  btoka  of  tbe 
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riven  and  BtreBrae,  on  ibe  plea  of  the  ne- 
ceMJty  of  preierving  the  levels ;  a  second 
ran  id  another  direction  through  the  chalk 
bills,  cutling  up  that  part  of  the  country ; 
a  tliird  Railroad  nas  already  half-made, 
raDiitng  bj  Brighton  due  south  to  Dover. 
The  origioators  of  these  dashing  projects 
cared  nothing  for  the  inevitable  failure  that 
would  accrue  to  one  or  more  in  their  prac- 
tical vorkiag,  and  the  competition  that 
would  ensae  if  their  plans  were  ever  car- 
j-ied  into  effect  Armed  with  the  deposits 
of  the  first  subscribers,  to  the  amount  of 
15,000/.  or  30,000/.,  the  solicitors  and 
engineers  recklessly  pursued  their  separate 
course  of  expenditure,  driving  lines  through 
the  country  wherever  they  pleased,  heed' 
lew  of  the  injury  to  private  properly,  the 
interference  with  public  comfort  and  con- 
venience  which  must  ensue  in  the  accom- 
plishment  of  their  schemes.  With  such 
funds  at  their  command,  and  such  powers 
to  expend  them  uncontrolled  for  the  fur- 
therance of  their  plans,  however  objection- 
able, it  wat  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  pri- 
vate iodividuals  were  deterred  from  making 
ftnyflttemptatoppoaition,and,  in  fact,  un- 
IsM  the  Legislature  turned  its  attention 
to  the  adoption  of  some  effective  measure! 
for  their  control,  the  attempt  would  be 
altogether  hopeleu,  and  the  injury  of  pri- 
vate property  might  be  expected  to  con- 
tinue in  a  progressive  ratio.  On  the  South- 
ampton line  the  works  were  recently 
■topped  below  Basingstoke,  from  a  dis- 
covery lately  made  of  the  difficulty  of  pre- 
•erring  the  requisite  levels  in  the  line  first 
adopted.  With  reference  to  this  case,  he 
oould  have  wished  that  his  hon.  Friend's 
Motion  bad  embraced  all  Railroads  within 
ton  miles,  instead  of  seven,  of  the  metro- 
polis, as  this  would  let  in  the  Southamp- 
ton case,  though,  as  the  Motion  was  li- 
mited at  present,  that  Railroad  was  neces- 
■arily  excluded.  However,  as  far  as  it 
went,  lbs  Motion  would  have  the  bene- 
ficial effect  of  preventing  much  valuable 
property  from  the  lamentable  effects  of  an 
extravagant  mania  which  would  doubtless 
involve  and  ruin  multitudes,  while  the  ori- 
ginal plotters  would,  most  probably,  escape 
with  the  fruits  of  their  successful  imposi- 
tion on  the  unwary  and  credulous.  The 
machinery  was  well  known  to  the  initiated 
by  which  Railway  shares  were  worked  up 
to  a  nominal  preminm  of  twelve  per  cent., 
or  fifteen  per  cent.,  before  the  slightest 
nitional  prospect  of  a  return  presented  it- 
telf  for  raloalatiOD  to  found  aoy  data  on  ; 
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and  it  was  also  well  known  to  men  of  ob- 
servation, that  the  originators  of  these 
bubbles  never  continue  to  hold  their  ori- 
ginal shares,  but  as  soon  as  a  sufficient 
profit  could  be  seized  ou,  they  sold  them 
to  the  dupes  whom  they  left  to  suSer  by  the 
ultimate  bursting  of  the  bubble.  No  man 
of  experience  would  lake  the  prices  of 
shares  quoted  in  the  papers  as  any  proof 
of  the  prosperity  or  souudnesa  of  a  com- 
pany, started  under  such  auspices  as  thoae 
which  marked  the  origin  of  these  Railway 
companies;  on  the  contrary,  the  more  he 
heard  of  this  unsubstantial  prosperity,  the 
more  he  felt  the  necessity  of  protecting  the 
public  from  the  deceptions  and  fallaciona 
hopes  held  out  to  them  by  interested  indi- 
viduals. 

Mr.  Ridley  Colbome  thought  it  was  the 
duly  of  the  House  to  be  exceedingly  cau- 
tious in  the  adoption  of  any  restrictive  prin- 
ciple of  legislation  which  might  have  the 
effect  of  interfering  with  the  many  obvious, 
admitted,  and  indisputable  benefits,  which 
Railways  were  calculated  to  ensure,  look- 
ing to  them  either  as  the  means  of  extend- 
ing internal  commerce,  or  of  facilitating 
intercourse,  which  did  not  hitherto  exist, 
and  thus  diffusing  improvements,  and  the 
spirit  of  industry  and  enterprise,  He  wai 
certain  that  they  were  beneficial  in  one 
very  desirable  point  of  view,  as  affording 
a  means  of  employment  to  the  labouring 
classes,  and  a  happy  stimulus  to  the  im- 
provement of  their  condition.  Many  of 
the  projected  undertakings  were,  he  wat 
sorry  to  say,  speculations  of  a  very  ques- 
tionable character,  and  he  doubted  whe- 
ther one  step  would  ever  be  taken  to  com> 
plete  the  lines  the  projectors  had  adopted, 
and  set  forth  in  their  prospective  publica- 
tions. He  thought  the  best  way  to  coun- 
teract this  species  of  speculation  was,  to 
enact  a  Clause  which  should  render  it  im- 
perative on  the  original  promoters  of  a 
Railway  scheme,  to  retain  their  shares  and 
prosecute  the  work.  IF  shares  were  not 
transferable  by  law,  persons  would  not  un- 
dertake such  works  without  the  intention 
of  carrying  them  on,  and  much  stock- 
jobbing mischief  would  thereby  bo  pre- 
vented. Were  such  a  law  in  existence, 
we  should  not  see  such  an  enormous,  use- 
less, and  absurd  expenditure  of  money  as 
was  now  witnessed  on  lines  of  R»ilrnads 
running  side  by  side,  cutting  up  and  dis- 
figuring the  country,  and  evident!'  con- 
structed without  tlie  smallest  inlentu  .i  on 
the  part  of  the  original  undertakers  to 
N2  _    ■ 
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complete  them,  or  if  completed  eventually, 
wiih  sny  hope  of  utility  to  (he  public.  He 
would  be  quite  content  to  allow  the  free 
employment  of  capital  in  tliii  department 
of  industry,  if  (he  original  promoters  of  the 
loads  were  compelled  to  continue  their 

Sir  Robert  Peel  could  not  see  the  ad- 
vantage which  the  Eupporters  of  the  Reso- 
lution expected  to  derive  from  it,  more 
than  from  the  system  which  it  was  sought 
to  supersede.  If  it  were  a  necessary  con- 
sequence that  all  lines  of  Railroads  struck 
out  were  to  go  on,  and  that  all  Bills  intro- 
duced were  to  be  carried  through  that 
House,  it  would  no  doubt  occasion  very 
dangerous  results;  but  it  should  be  recol- 
lected that  each  Bill  presented  to  Fadia- 
inent  must  be  scrutinised  and  substan- 
tiated in  detail  before  a  Committee,  and, 
if  approved,  subjected  (o  the  further  cen- 
sorship of  Parliament,  ere  the  evil  conse- 
quences could  result  lo  the  country  on 
which  so  much  sLress  had  been  laid,  but 
which,  after  all,  really  rested  with  the 
whole  House  to  permit  orrestrain.  If  the 
formation  of  a  Select  Committee  were  re- 
quisite and  beneficial  for  the  district  si- 
tuated within  seven  miles  of  London,  to 
save  the  property  it  contained  from  the 
ruin  which  Railway  projectors  were  ex- 
pected to  inflict,  he  saw  no  reason  why 
Manchester,  Birmingham,  Liverpool,  and 
all  the  other  threatened  towns  and  districts 
containing  similarly  valuable  property, 
should  not  be  granted  an  equal  measure 
of  select  Parliamentary  protection.  If  a 
Select  Committee  were  good  and  necessary 
for  one  case,  it  might  be  expected  to  be 
good  and  necessary  for  all :  but  (his  legi- 
timate conclusion  was  not  urged  in  sup- 
porting the  Motion.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
confined  his  attention  to  the  vicinity  of 
the  metropolis,  because  as  it  appeared,  be 
expected  shortly  to  see  a  Railroad  drive 
from  EustOQ-square  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons 1  But  he  did  not  take  into  consi- 
deration a  condition  attaching  to  property 
in  the  metropolis,  which  would  effectually 
protect  it  against  any  disturbance  that  was 
not  very  likely  to  nave  a  profitable  ter- 
mination— the  great  value  of  the  houses 
and  land,  of  which  the  speculators  must 
purchase  possession  ere  they  could  com- 
mence operations.  The  inevitable  expense 
of  such  proceedings  in  the  metropolis 
would  be  its  best  security  against  uncalled- 
for  intrusionsofthe  kind  apprehended,  and 
Gentlemen  might  te»i  assured  ihn  there 


was  a  wide  and  natural  distinction  between 
the  origination  of  a  Railroad  project  in  or 
through  any  district  of  the  metropolis  and 
its  completion.  He  thought  that  the  plan 
of  intrusting  to  the  Select  Committee  the 
choice  of  one  out  of  the  lines  of  Railroad 
would  lead  to  no  good  purpose,  for  the 
Members  of  the  Committee  could  have  no 
more  intuitive  knowledge  of  "  the  desir- 
ableness of  a  Railroad"  than  the  House 
at  large,  with  whom  thedecision  would  lie 
in  (he  present  state  of  the  case,  after  the 
Committee  had  examined  all  the  particu- 
lars which  could  enable  them  to  form  a 
proper  judgment.  He  could  not  see  the 
advantage,  where  a  great  national  under- 
taking was  at  issue,  in  limiting  its  consi- 
deration to  a  few  individuals,  however  se- 
lected, who  were  expected  to  decide 
"  whether  the  best  line  had  been  selected, 
having  regard  to  the  directness  of  the 
communication,  the  probable  expenditure, 
the  comfort  and  safety  of  the  public,  and 
the  efFect  on  private  property  and  particular 
interests."  There  was  realty  little  to  fear 
in  (hose  cases,  for  no  Railroad  project 
could  come  into  operation  till  the  majority 
of  Parliament  had  declared  that  its  prin- 
ciples and  arrangements  appeared  to  them 
satisfactory, and  its  investments  profitable. 
It  was  a  recognised  Parliamentary  prin- 
ciple, in  these  cases,  that  (he  probable  pro- 
fits of  an  undertaking  should  be  shown  to 
be  sufficient  to  maintain  it  iu  a  state  of 
permanent  action  and  utility,  before  s  Bill 
could  be  obtained;  and  landlords  were  per- 
fectly justified  in  expecting  and  demand- 
ing such  a  warranty  from  Parliament  be- 
fore they  transferred  their  property  to  any 
such  uses.  And  why  should  not  Parlia- 
ment require  it  from  those  wbo  came  for- 
ward to  obtaiu  its  authority  to  sanction 
their  appropriation  of  this  property?  With 
respect  to  the  consent  of  proprietors,  which 
was  requisite  in  such  cases,  be  thou^t 
the  House  would  not  be  doing  its  duty  if 
it  did  not  exact  the  production  of  a  bond 
fide  assent  subscribed  by  real  proprietors 
or  tenants.  It  was  not  enough  to  see  a 
document  signed  by  1,000  tenants,  if  it 
turned  out  that  999  of  these  were  weekly 
tenants  or  tenants  at  wilt.  He  felt  that 
Pariiament  ought  in  all  such  cases  to  as- 
certain the  validity  and  condition  of  pro- 
prietorships ere  it  admitted  the  efTect  of 
such  consent.  With  respect  to  the  indi- 
vidual projects,  he  was  sorry  to  see  that 
some  presented  the  obvious  characters  of 
futile   speculations,    but    he   should     be 
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e({uaUy  sorry  to  tee  powers  delegated  to  a 
limited  aod  Select  Committee  to  decide  on 
Bubjecti  of  skill,  scieoce,  and  enterprise, 
wbere  so  much  was  at  stake,  and  thereby 
prejudge  the  question.  He  would  rather 
see  the  matter  left  to  the  good  sense 
and  comprehensive  intelligence  of  the  en- 
tire House. 

Mt.  Pease  said,  that  it  was  his  lot  to 
live  in  a  county  where  Railroads  were 
more  numeious  and  their  effects  better 
known  and  appreciated  than  in  any  other, 
and  where,  as  the  result  or  all  this  expe- 
rience, as  soon  as  a  project  for  a  new  line 
of  Railroad  appeared,  it  was  almost  untrer- 
aslly  adapted  and  approved  of.  The  idea 
formerly  prevalent  there,  as  well  as  here, 
that  Railroads  cut  up  and  dis5gured  the 
country,  had  entirely  disappeared,  for  it 
was  now  found  that  all  the  great  cuttings 
and  sinkings  might,  by  a  little  care  and 
expense  io  ornamentul  planting  of  the 
slopes  and  edges,  be  rendered  ornamental 
to  the  scenery  of  a  district  instead  of 
disfiguring  it.  He  was  aware  from  his  own 
experience  as  a  landowner  that  the  ground 
through  which  a  Railroad  passed  increased 
instead  of  deteriorated  in  value,  notwith- 
standing the  particular  portions  of  which 
he  spoke  were  intersected  by  cuttings  of 
great  depth  ;  in  spite  of  which  some  of  it 
recently  sold  brought  a  higher  price  than 
it  did  before,  or  than  any  land  at  a  distance 
from  the  Railway  would  bring,  though 
adjacent  to  turnpike  roads.  All  building 
materials  and  minerals  lying  in  lands 
adjacent  to  a  Railroad  were  materially  in- 
creased in  value,  and  in  cases  where  it 
became  necessary  to  determine  the  value 
of  such  Innd  by  a  Jury,  double  the  value 
was  frequently  ^ven,  compared  with  what 
would  have  been  awarded  by  the  same 
Jary,  or  determined  by  private  bargain, 
before  the  establishment  of  the  Railroad. 
The  turnpike  roads  in  the  neighbourhood 
had  become  perceptibly  better,  and  had 
reduced  their  tolls  fifty  per  cent,  from  the 
absence  of  heavy  carriages,  now  transferred 
to  the  Railway.  With  the  experience  of 
ten  or  twelve  years,  the  feeling  of  the 
country  had  considerably  increased  in 
favour  of  Railroads.  Within  the  last 
three  Sessions  especially  the  question  bad 
nodergotie  a  searching  scrutiny,  and  been 
fully  canvassed  by  engineers  and  the 
public.  He  had  attended  very  closely  to 
the  subject  himself,  and  while  he  had  been 
more  thonraghly  convinced  of  the  utility 
which  might  be  deriTed  from  the  ftdoption 


of  judicious  plans,  he  must  confess  be  was 
disgusted  by  several  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  public,  which  obviously  con- 
tained the  elements  of  failure,  disappoint- 
ment, and  ruin.  He  trusted,  however, 
that  the  House  would  discriminate  between 
the  plans  submitted  to  it,  and  not  suffer 
rival  projects  to  destroy  one  another,  and 
to  absorb  the  property  of  confiding  indi- 
viduals who  could  never  be  repaid.  He 
thought  that  some  speculations  of  this 
species  deserved  to  fail ;  but  he  did  not 
like  to  see  a  Select  Committee  composed 
of  individuals  who  were,  perhaps,  by  no 
means  competent  to  enter  fully  into  the 
merits  of  a  plan,  erected  as  it  were  into  a 
tribunal  of  opinion,  whose  fiat  would, 
notwithstanding,  go  far  to  prejudice  the 
decision  of  the  last  tribunal — the  House. 
A  chief  objection  to  the  introduction  of 
the  metropolitan  lines  was,  that  they 
would  lake  the  trade  from  the  great  inter- 
ests already  in  possession  of  it.  He  would 
suggest,  as  a  remedy  for  this,  that  instead 
of  having  one  focus  in  the  north ,  or  south, 
or  east,  or  west,  there  should  be  a  distri- 
bution of  stations  and  advantages— one  in 
each  of  these  four  points  of  the  city — 
which  would  go  far  to  remedy  the  incon- 
venience apprehended.  He  must  oppose 
the  Motion  before  the  House,  as  he  pre- 
ferred the  existing  mode  of  proceeding, 
which  l«n  so  much  more  to  the  discretion 
of  the  House  at  large,  with  an  opgrartunity 
of  obtaining  all  the  information  a  Com- 
mittee could  elicit  to  enable  it  to  form  a 
just  conclusion;  and  if  a  Committee 
agreed  in  approbation  of  a  plan  submitted 
to  it,  a  prima  facie  case  was  thereby  esta- 
blished for  the  House  that  the  plan  was  a 
good  one. 

Mr.  Ooulburn  was  as  great  an  advocate 
for  Railroads  generally  as  any  man  in  that 
House :  but  he  was  disposed,  nevertheless, 
to  support  the  resolution.  The  approba- 
tion of  the  Committee  which  the  hon. 
Member  who  spoke  last  referred  to,  was 
not  a  case  strictly  applicable,  for  a  single 
Railroad  case  presented  to  an  ordinary 
Committee  could  not  exercise  the  compa- 
rative view  desired  in  the  present  case, 
and  which,  if  they  did  not  enter  on  the 
task  in  a  prejudiced  manner,  would  be 
go  beneficial  to  all  concerned.  His  great 
anxiety  was  to  avoid  having  the  country 
parcelled  oat  uselessly  and  injuriously  by 
rival  companies,  who  would  inevitably 
entail  ruin  on  the  mass  of  those  who  in- 
vested tbeir  property  in  these  niidertakingv. 
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ir  the  House,  or  a  Select  Coraraittee,  were 

to  exeri;ise  thii  comparative  judgment, 
and  choose  one  out  of  the  three  lines  id 
question  as  alone  worthy  of  adoption,  jl 
would  confer  a  great  beneBt  on  the  public. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  each  Bill  were,  bs 
usurI,  allowed  to  go  to  the  second  or  third 
leading  before  an  intentional  comparison 
were  made,  he  thought  the  House  would 
slH"'"  a  bad  chance  of  making;  a  correct 
ch'jiceat  the  moment. 

Mr.  Poulett  Thomson  objected  to  dele- 
gntinf  to  a  body  so  constiluted  the  great 
power  which  it  was  proposed  to  vest  in  the 
Select  Committee.  At  the  same  time,  he 
was  extremely  glad  the  subject  had  been 
agitated,  because  he  considered  it  one 
rery  deserving  the  attention  of  the  House. 
He  owned  that  he  felt  it  to  be  a  very 
difficult  one.  He  should  agree  in  the 
opinion  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Tamworlh,  if,  after  the  pro- 
jects had  been  sifted  by  a  Committee  up 
stairs,  the  House  had  the  means,  from 
their  Report,  and  from  accurate  testimony 
of  a  surveyor  on  the  subject,  of  judging, 
and  when  they  came  to  vote,  of  fully  un- 
derstanding, the  grounds  upon  which  they 
arrived  at  their  decision.  Any  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  had  attended  to  the  manner 
in  which  Bills  of  the  kind  were  passed, 
and  to  the  sort  of  discussion  which  took 
place  on  their  second  and  third  readings, 
must  be  aware  that  the  House  had  not 
the  knowledge  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  arrive  at  a  just  decision.  He  had 
almost  invariably  avoided  voting  on  such 
questions,  because  he  found  that  no  suf- 
ficient means  were  afforded  him  of  ascer- 
taining the  real  state  of  the  case.  Then 
he  came  to  the  question,  whether  the 
Committees,  as  they  were  at  present  con- 
stituted, could  properly  discuss  the  merits 
of  the  different  Railroad  projects  brought 
before  Parliament?  He  believed  that 
they  could  properly  and  fairly  discuss  the 
merits  of  each  individual  plan  as  it  was 
laid  before  them ;  but  that  was  not,  in 
reality,  the  question  they  had  to  consider, 
when  so  many  Railroadswere  in  formation, 
and  likely  (o  come  under  the  consideration 
of  Parliament.  It  was  perfectly  true, 
that  diGTerent  plans  for  different  Railways 
running  to  and  from  the  same  place  might 
be  referred  to  the  same  Committee, 
but  the  Committee  might  very  prob. 
ably  decide  on  the  lirst  before  the 
others,  or  either  of  the  others,  came 
under  their  coniideratjoD  at  all.    He  did 
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not  really  think,  that  the  first,  0 
other  decision  of  a  Committee,  given 
such  circumstances,  would  be  grounded 
on  the  merits  of  the  case.  The  questicm, 
then,  arose  whether  the  proposed  Com- 
mittee would  be  an  efficient  one  for  all  the 
purposes  required?  And  here  again  he 
felt  considerable  difficulty  in  determining 
whether  a  Commission  of  engineers  to 
examine  into  every  project,  or  some  such 
special  Committee,  would  not  attain  the 
object  in  view.  Any  Gentleman  who  had 
read  the  newspapers  within  the  last  four 
or  five  months  could  not  have  failed  to 
perceive  the  absurd  and  ridiculous  projects 
which  were  afloat— projects  not  onl  v  for 
four  or  five  Railways  to  the  same  place, 
but  for  Railroads  to  places  to  which 
scarcely  any  coaches  at  all  now  ran. 
Such  plans  might  be  verv  beneBcial  to 
surveyors  and  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Stock  Exchange,  but  beyond  putting 
money  into  their  pockets,  and  into  those 
of  the  individuals  who  forwarded  them 
through  that  House,  they  were  not  likely 
to  be  attended  with  any  practical  advan- 
tage. Under  such  circumstances  he 
thought  the  House  should  lay  down  some 
plan,  under  which,  before  any  great  ex- 
penditure was  incnrred,  some  definite 
prospect  of  success  might  be  secured. 

Mr.  George  F.  Young  thought  the  pro- 
posal of  the  hon.  Member  for  Southwark 
had  not  been  quite  fairly  treated.  He 
had  had  several  opportunities  of  witnessing 
the  manner  in  which  the  proceedings  of 
Committees  on  private  Bills  were  con- 
ducted, and  he  was  bound  to  say,  that  a 
worse  tribunal  could  not  be  conceived. 
He  thought  it  would  be  a  great  improve- 
ment if  every  Hallway  Bill  were  refened 
to  a  Select  Committee  composed  of  Gen- 
tlemen connected  with  the  locality  to 
which  it  applied,  rather  than  to  a  general 
list,  chosen  at  the  commencement  of 
a  Session.  If  such  Committees  acted 
on  the  principles  embodied  in  the  Re- 
solution, they  would  form  most  efficient 
tribunals. 

Mr.  O'Connell  thought  it  extremely 
desirable  to  afford  every  facility  for  Rail- 
ways provided  for  the  transportation  of 
commercial  commodities.  While  it  vai 
desirable  to  guard  the  public  against  un- 
certain and  undefined  schemes  on  the 
one  hand,  it  must  be  remembered  on  the 
other,  that  a  regard  for  their  own  capital, 
and  an  eye  to  their  own  intemti,  would 
be  their  beftt  protectioa.    He  coocomd 
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with  tbe  right  hon.  Qentleinan  in  deeming 
it  *ery  adviwble  to  have  a  apecial  Report 
from  a  Crown  SurTeyor  laid  before  the 
Houiein  every  case  berorethe  Bill  passed, 
and  he  thought  the  House  should  pause 
before,  by  aSirming  the  presentresolutioD, 
they  retarded  the  progress  of  these  great 
public  undertalcingB. 

Mr.  Warburlon  thought  there  should 
be  a  general  survey,  and  that  all  Rail- 
roads should  be  stopped  until  such  survey 
or  a  Report  were  sent  in,  to  enable  (he 
Committee  to  form  their  opinion.  No 
Member  of  Parliament  concerned  in  those 
speculations,  or  who  held  shares  in  them, 
should  sit  upon  any  one  of  those  Com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  he  thought  the 
Ooveroment  ought  not  to  interfere.  The 
rery  best  checlc  against  the  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  these  speculations  was 
eaci}  individual's  own  interest.  Another 
protection  he  thought  ought  to  be,  that 
each  subscriber  should  be  a  bond  fid% 
BUbacnber,  He  had  not  heard  any  answer 
to  the  representation  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  the  Member  for  Tamworth.  He 
thought  the  subject  had  already  under- 
gone sufficient  discussion  to  show,  that 
some  protection  was  absolutely  necessary ; 
but  the  two  species  of  protection  to 
which  he  had  adverted  were,  in  bis 
judgment,  quite  enough.  He  thought 
that  those  Members  who  had  duties  upon 
bis  subject  to  perform  should  be  unin- 
fluenced  in  their  conduct  by  the  "  pres- 
sure from  without,"  and  should  see  that 
each  undertaking  to  which  they  gave 
their  sanction  should  have  a  sufficiency  of 
capital  to  carry  it  through. 

Lord  John  Russell  expressed  his  con- 
currence with  an  hon.  Member  opposite, 
thai  the  best  course  the  House  could 
adopt  for  the  present  year  would  be  to 
refer  diSerent  plans  to  a  Committee,  who 
■hould  report  their  opinion  to  the  House. 
This  would  afibrd  the  House  the  best 
means  of  giving  a  correct  judgment  on  the 
■abject  submitted  to  their  consideration; 
and  it  would  be  also  necessary  to  prevent 
them  from  giving  their  opinion  npon 
merely  ex  parte  evidence. 

Mr.  Hume  wished  to  ask  the  noble 
Lord  if  it  were  his  intention  to  propose 
say  alteration  in  the  manner  of  appoint- 
ing Committqes?  As  a  proof  of  the  in- 
flonvenience  of  the  present  system,  he 
■hould  merely  refer  to  his  own  case  thai 
day,  when  he  found  hinuelf  appointed 
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upon  nine  County  Committees.  How  was 
it  possible  for  him  to  attend  in  all  these 
Committees?  Why  should  not  some 
method  be  adopted  which  would  enable 
ben.  Members  to  discharge  the  duties  for 
which  they  were  appointed,  and  which  it 
was  expected  they  would  perform?  On 
the  first  day  of  the  Session,  he  thought 
the  House  ought  to  be  drafted  into  Com- 
mittees of  nine  or  eleven,  which  would 
have  the  two-fold  effect  oF  preventing  any 
suspicion  of  partiality,  and  of  preventing 
that  system  of  canvassing  which  be  re- 
gretted to  see  was  very  much  practiced. 
He  should  also  suggest,  that  no  Member 
for  a  borough  or  county  should  sit  upon 
any  Committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  pUce 
he  represented. 

Mr.  Harvey,  in  reply,  complained  that 
the  hoD.  Member  for  Durham  had  misun- 
derstood him  wlien  he  aupposrd  that  he 
advocated  only  one  locality  for  the  meet- 
ing of  Railroads  in  London,  whereas  he 
had  proposed  one  locality  for  every  en- 
trance into  the  metropolis — one  for  the 
north,  one  for  the  south,  one  for  the  east, 
and  one  for  the  west.  The  right  hon. 
Member  for  Tamworth  had  argued,  that 
if  a  Select  Committee  ought  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  practicability 
of  Railroads  coming  near  the  metropolis, 
the  interests  of  every  large  town  should  be 
protected  in  a  similar  manner;  but  in 
those  towns  these  matters  were  calrulated 
upon  long  beforehand,  their  utility  was 
canvassed,  their  advantages  well  ascer- 
tained, and  the  direction  of  them  was  in- 
trusted to  men  who  were  best  fitted  to 
carry  them  out  to  a  successful  issue;  but 
in  London  the  public  knew  little  or  nothing 
of  the  localities  and  other  circumstances 
of  detail  on  which  the  success  of  a  Railroad 
wholly  depended.  Hethought  this  Motion 
would  be  productive  of  great  good.  In  the 
proposition  made  by  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cambridge,  which  was  only  a  mo- 
diiication  of  his  own,  he  fully  concurred — 
namely,  that  all  Railroads  which  had  the 
same  tendency  should  be  referred  to  the 
same  Committee,  and  that,  upon  a  full  con- 
sideration of  all  the  evidence,  they  should 
choose  that  line  which  appeared  to  be  the 
most  economical,  th^  most  direct,  the 
most  protitable  (o  the  public,  and  the  least 
encroaching  upon  private  property.  He 
recommended  that  the  Committee  should 
call  before  tliem  the  surveyors  of  each 
line,  and  they  would  elicit  more  tnforma- 
tioa  than  Ihey  could  gather  from    the 
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speeches  of  three  or  four  favourite  leaders,  stated  in  as  short  a  manner  aa  he  eontd 
followed  by  two  or  three  rising;  janiora,  the  object  and  the  general  promiona  of 
who  nould  be  left  by  the  leading  countel  both  these  Billi.  It  woald,  perhaps,  be 
to  amaie  the  Committee,  while  he  went  in  the  recollection  of  some  hon.  Members 
to  addreu  another  Commiltee  npon  another  '  of  that  Hooie  that  at  the  time  tbst  a  ri^t 
Railroad.  This  would  be  the  rational  hon.  Member  opposite  proposed  to  bnng 
course  to  parsue,  and  they  would  soon  be  '  in  a  Bill  to  regulate  (he  marriages  of  Dis- 
able  to  determine  whetlier,  in  the  first  '  senten  last  year,  he  (Lord  John  Rnssell) 
place,  a  Railroad  was  wanted  at  all  on  ]  stated  bii  opinion,  held  in  1834,  that  a 
any  particular  line,  and,  in  the  next  place,  '  Bill  to  be  sufficient  and  satisfactory  for 
whether  the  proposed  railroad  would  the  regulation  of  Dissenters'  marriage* 
prove  permanently  advantageous  to  the  '  should  be  preceded  by  a  Bill  of  regtstra- 


community.  The  hon.  Member  for  Brid' 
port  had  recommended  to  the  House  that 
no  Member  of  any  Railroad  Committee 
should  be  a  shareholder  in  the  Railway.  If 
that  was  to  be,  it  would  be  as  well  that  it 
should  be  understood.  But  there  were 
many  other  persons  interested  in  Railroads 
besides  the  shareholders.  There  were 
the  bankers,  and  the  standing  coun&el ; 
great  iron  masters  also,  who  might  have 
seats  in  that  House ;  there  were  many 
who  had  worthless  lumps  of  land  to  get 
compensation  for,  and  it  was  astonishing 
to  see  what  a  value  the  suggestion  of  a 
Railroad  gave  to  barren  acres.  He  thought 
it  much  better  that  every  Member  of  the 
Committee  should  state  at  once  what  his 
interest  in  the  railroad  was ;  then  the 
public  would  know  what  to  look  to;  but 
at  present  the  managers  of  a  Railroad 
would  say,  "  look  at  our  plan ;  here  we 
have  ten  Members  of  Parliament  in  our 
direction— it  is  certain  to  be  carried ;"  and 
another  set  would  say,  "  It  is  absurd  to 
oppose  us,  you  will  have  all  the  Carlton 
Club,  and  all  Brooks's  brought  down  in 
such  a  strong  body,  that  our  Bill  must  be 
carried,"  He  hoped  that  some  good 
would  result  from  this  debate.  He  trusted 
it  would  not  be  a  mere  discussion  which 
was  to  end  with  the  beginning,  but  that 
the  House  would  be  induced  not  to  pre- 
vent the  establishment  of  any  Railroad 
where  its  forroatiou  was  desirable,  and  not 
to  countenance  any  speculation  where  it 
was  not  desirable  it  should  be  encouraged. 
Motion  withdrawn. 

Rboisthatioit  of  Births,  &c. — Dis- 
senters' MAnatACEs.]  Lord  John  Russell 
rose  for  the  purpose  of  bringiog  forward  a 
Bill  for  the  general  registration  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  and  likewise  a  Bill 
for  the  purpose  of  amending  the  laws  re- 
gulating the  maniages  of  Dissenters,  At 
that  time  of  the  night  he  thought  it  would 
be  most  convenient  to  the  House  if  he 


tion.  But  he  had  not  brought  forward 
any  Bill  upon  the  subject — because  any 
plan  that  could  have  been  devised  for  this 
purpose  was  considered  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  day  as  entailing  an  espense 
which  formed  an  insurmountable  objection 
to  its  adoption — that  is  to  say,  an  objec- 
tion, not  to  the  principle  or  to  its  beings 
one  day  or  other  adopted,  but  an  objection 
to  its  being  brought  forward  at  that  time, 
until  a  plan  had  been  more  maturely  con- 
sidered, and  until  it  was  seen  whether  it 
could  not  be  carried  into  effect  economi- 
cally, and  with  a  prospect  of  its  final 
success.  But  laying  aside  altogether  for 
the  present  moment  that  part  of  the  mea- 
sure which  related  particularly  to  the 
grievances  complained  of  by  the  Dissenters, 
he  thought  that  in  a  general  and  national 
point  of  view  it  was  most  desirable  that  a 
general  system  of  civil  registration  should 
now  be  carried  into  effect.  It  was  a  most 
important  subject — important  for  the  se- 
curity of  property — important  to  ascertain 
the  state  and  condition  of  individuals 
under  various  circurostance^^importaot 
to  enable  the  Government  to  acquire  m 
general  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  po- 
pulation of  the  country — that  there  should 
be  a  general  registration  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths.  Tlie  present  regil- 
tration  was  very  deficient,  as  had  been 
fully  proved  before  various  Committees, 
In  the  first  place,  it  was  a  registry  not  of 
births  but  of  baptisms;  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  system  adopted,  it  only 
gave  the  marriages  where  the  ceremony 
was  celebrated  according  to  the  rites  of 
the  Church  of  England.  But  without 
laying  any  further  stress  upon  the  detail 
of  these  objections,  he  should  just  observe 
that  they  arose  from  this  defect  in  the 
principle  of  the  registration,  that  it  was 
ecclesiastical  and  not  civil.  Now,  with 
respect  to  ascertaining  the  fact  of  thfl 
births,  deaths,  and  marriages  of  various 
parts  of  the  community,  it  wu  quite  tAh- 
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vims  that  this  Bubject  bad  do  reference  to 
tbe  religions  creed  of  any  man ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  in  a  counti^  and  amongst 
a  people  compoied  of  TariotiB  lecte 
and  Teligions,  it  vbb  quite  obvious  that 
a  registration  of  marriages  according  to 
the  ritea  of  the  established  religion  alone 
could  never  possibly  be  perfect  or  com- 
plete. He  could  illastrate  this  by  refer- 
ence to  the  cose  of  tbe  Baptists,  and  to 
many  other  sects ;  but,  in  fact,  it  required 
DO  argument  to  support  it.  If  the  House 
wbh^  to  form  a  complete  registration,  it 
was  necessary  to  have  one  which  would 
comprise  indifferently  and  impartially  all 
claiKB  and  distinctions  of  religions.  The 
plan  adopted  for  this  purpose  under  the 
Commonwealth  was  to  have  the  registra- 
tion taken  by  the  inhabitants  and  rate- 
payers. But  without  dwelling  upon  this 
plan,  which  was  enforced  for  a  certain 
time,  he  should  refer  to  another  plan, 
introduced  two  years  ago  by  Mr.  William 
Brougham,  Member  for  Soulhwark.  In 
that  Bill  it  was  proposed  that  the  tax- 
surveyora  should  have  the  cognizance  of 
the  registration.  Upon  instituting  inquiries 
into  the  working  of  this  system,  and  ob- 
taining B  return  from  different  parts  of  ihe 
country,  it  appeared  that  though  very 
many  of  tbe  surveyors  were  quite  compe- 
tent to  discharge  tbe  duties  intrusted  to 
them,  yet  in  very  many  more  cases  it 
would  be  necessary  to  employ  persons  of 
•  superior  class,  and  to  give  them  addi- 
tional remuneration,  which  would  entail  a 
ven  con«derable  expense,  and,  as  he 
before  observed,  be  an  insuperable  objec- 
tion to  the  adoption  of  the  plan.  But 
within  the  last  year  or  two  a  change  had 
taken  place  in  the  domestic  policy  of  tbe 
country  with  regard  to  the  Poor-laws, 
which  seemed  to  open  the  way  to  tbe 
establishment  of  a  civil  registration,  and 
which  would  not  be  attended  with  consi- 
derable eipense>  At  present  there  were 
upwards  of  200,  he  believed  228,  Unions, 
formed  in  England  and  Wales,  under  the 
new  Poor-laws,  comprising  3,283,000 
persons ;  and  there  would  be,  he  ex- 
pected, within  a  short  period,  more 
than  BOO  Unions  in  England  and  Wales. 
So  that  by  April,  1S37,  there  would  be  a 
sufficiently  broad  foundation  laid  for  the 
general  introduction  of  the  system.  He 
wonid  direct  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
tbe  means  which  the  machinery  of  tbe 
unions  afforded  for  carrying  this  registra- 
tion into  eff'ect.    In  each  union  there  were 
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certain  officers,  called  "  Union  officers,"  for 
every  5,000  persons,  the  nnioQ  compre- 
hending generally  15,000,  16,000,  or 
20,000.  Besides  the  overseer  and  assistant, 
there  were  the  auditor  and  the  clerk  of 
the  Board.  It  was  now  proposed  that  the 
Poor  Law  CommisHOQers  should  have  the 
power  of  appointing  one  of  these  officers, 
or  any  other  person  they  might  think  fit, 
to  he  the  registrar  for  a  certain  number  of 
persons;  tbatlhisregistrarshould  beuoder 
another  officer,  (say  the  auditor,  or  tbe 
clerk),  who  should  be  his  superior;  that 
there  should  be  another  superior  registrar 
who  should  have  a  county  office ;  and 
that  there  should  be  an  office  in  Lon- 
don (as  in  Mr.  Brougham's  Bill),  to  be 
under  the  direction  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners. It  was  proposed  that  the  sub- 
ordinate officers  should  register  tbe  births 
and  deaths  that  took  place,  and  tbe  mar- 
riages that  were  contracted,  under  a  Bill 
which  he  should  bring  forward  on  a  future 
occasion ;  that  every  two  months  all  the 
entries  they  had  made  should  be  forwarded 
to  the  county  office,  and  be  thence  trans- 
mitted to  the  central  office  in  London; 
that  they  should  keep  their  hooks  of  regis- 
tration until  they  were  filled  up,  and  then 
transmit  them  to  the  county  registry 
office.  This  he  thought  was  tbe  best 
manner  of  effecting  the  registry,  and  in 
this  respect  tbe  Bill  did  not  greatly  differ, 
although  it  did  in  some  respects,  from  ths 
Bill  of  Mr.  William  Brougham.  Wbathe 
proposed  in  cases  of  birth  was,  that  notice 
should  he  given  to  the  local  registrar  by 
the  occupier  of  the  house  in  which  it  took 
place  within  eight  days  of  the  birth  of  the 
child  ;  and  within  fifteen  or  twenty  days 
after  notice  had  been  given,  the  registrar 
should  call  on  the  father  or  mother  of  tbe 
child  to  fill  up  (tie  particulars  with  reference 
to  the  birth.  The  person  also  giving  these 
particulars  should  give  the  name  of  the 
child ;  and  if  the  parties  did  not  give  the 
name  of  the  child,  or  if  they  wished  it  to 
be  entered  afterwards,  they  should  be  ob- 
liged at  a  future  period  to  produce  a  certifi- 
cate of  baptism ,  so  that  the  registrar  should 
afterwards  be  enabled  to  enter  the  name  of 
the  child.  In  cases  of  death,  the  occupier 
of  the  house  would  he  obliged  to  give  an 
immediate  account  of  any  death  that 
occurred  in  his  bouse;  and  in  those  cases 
the  registrar  should  call  upon  the  next  of 
kin,  if  resident  in  the  house,  and  get  any 
further  particulars  that  might  be  deemed 
necessary  with  reference  to  the  dead  per* 
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for  the  due  iDCcoMioti  of  property,  nnd 
Hiiagi  which  were  mere  metlera  of  con* 
science.  It  wu  of  impwtaDce  that  the 
State  ihould  have  a  certaia  degae  of  k- 
Gurity  ia  order  to  prevent  marrUge*  being 
clandestinely  perfariiied  between  pengne 
able  to  eatei  iDtaa  contract  of  the  kind,  and 
also  that  the  contract  should,  after  certain 
circumstances  had  been  folBlled,  be  ci 


•on;  for,  instance,  with  respect  to  the 
country  from  whence  be  might  come,  the 
period  of  his  birth,  and  other  circumitances. 
A*  far  as  regarded  the  entries  of  marriages 
be  need  not  then  say  anything,  as  the  par- 
tkalarswoald  begiren  in  the  Bill  regulating 
marriages,  which  hs  intended  to  piopow 
after  the  present  measure.  There  might 
be  some  difficulties  in  the  way  of  carrying 
(rat,  to  its  full  extent,  a  Bill  of  this  nature 
It  first.  It  night  be  the  case  with  some 
persons  that  they  would  refuse  to  give  the 
r^'strar  the  particulars  he  might  require ; 
bnt  he  (Lord  J.  Russell)  was  quite  sure 
that  where  the  plan  was  established,  the 
adrantages  attending  it  would  be  so 
obrious,  and  would  be  so  soon  felt  by  all 
classes  of  persons,  they  would  so  soon  per- 
ceive the  benefit  of  having  their  children's 
lames  inserted  in  the  general  register,  that 
it  would  not  he  very  long  before  every  one 
would  be  willing  to  concur  in  carrying  out 
the  plan.  It  was  not  proposed  that  parties 
giving  this  information  to  the  registrar 
abould  be  compelled  to  pay  any  fee, 
although  they  would  have  to  pay  for  a 
copy  of  the  register  ai^rwards,  should 
they  require  it.  The  manner  of  registra- 
tion would  be  this,  every  registrar  would 
receive  a  fee  of  3j.  Gd.  for  any  name 
entered  within  the  period  of  twenty  days ; 
and  after  twenty  days.  Is,  extra,  The 
superintend  ant  would  receive,  on  the  aver- 
age, id.  for  each  register.  It  was  calcu- 
lated that,  altogether,  there  would  be 
about  812,000  entries  in  the  general  regis- 
ter in  thecoune  of  the  year.  Theexpense 
of  the  local  registries  would  be  something 
more  than  40,000/.  a  year,  and  the  total 
charge,  together  with  the  expense  of  the 
chief  officer  in  London,  would  be  about 
8O,000JL  a  year.  The  expense  of  the 
central  office  in  London  he  would  propose 
should  be  defrayad  by  the  Treasury  ;  the 
aspenae  of  the  local  registrars  and  the  fees 
of  the  auperiotendenta  should  be  mad  a  a 
local  charge,  and  should  be  defrayed  by 
tiie  parishes  in  which  the  persons  resided, 
with  reference  to  whom  the  entries  were 
made.  He  thought  that  he  bad  then 
■tated  the  chief  particulars  that  were  ne- 
cessary with  respect  to  the  register  of  births 
and  deaths,  and  would  proceed  to  explain 
the  details  of  the  other  Bill.  He  thought 
that  the  law  regarding  marriages  was  a 
law  which  had  been  justly  described  as 
erecting  great  confusion  between  things 
ttgtrded  by  the  SUte  as  important  for 
IhB  well  gOTtmmut  of  the  country,  tnd 


sidered  as  finally  closed ;  and  that  the  re- 
lative position  in  which  the  parties  stood 
to  each  other  should  be  perfectly  under- 
stood. While  on  this  part  of  the  subject 
be  would  observe,  that  it  was  necessary 
that  the  register  should  be  formed  in  su^ 
a  way  as  to  embrace  all  classes  of  persona 
in  his  Majesty's  dominions  j  that  he 
thought  was  what  the  State  required ;  and 
it  would  be  aecessary  for  the  due  security 
of  property  and  the  preservation  of  order 
and  ntorality  in  the  State,  and  to  that 
its  attention  should  be  directed.  There 
were  circumstances  with  respect  to  a 
registry  of  marriages  essentially  different 
from  the  other  registries  be  had  described. 
With  the  excepcioQ  of  a  small  portion  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  all  person* 
were  ^eed  in  considering  it  a  religious 
ceremony,  and  as  such,  that  its  celebration 
should  be  accompanied  with  some  religious 
forms ;  but  they  were  not  agreed  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  religious  cere- 
mony was  to  be  completed,  nor  as  to 
the  forms  which  were  to  accompany  it. 
What  interested  the  Slate  only  was, 
that  what  was  then  done  should  be  a 
ceremony  which  was  considered  binding 
by  both  parties.  If  they  once  ascertained 
the  parties  had  giren  due  notice  for  the 
purpose,  and  that  the  marriage  was  sattledi 
and  that  the  contract  was  such  as  would 
be  binding  on  the  consciences  of  the 
parties — when  they  had  ascertained  this, 
he  thought  tbey  had  obtained  all  that  it 
was  necessary  for  the  State  to  know.  But 
now  the  law  proceeded  in  a  very  difierent 
way,  and  on  a  very  difiereot  principle,  as 
the  nght  hon.  Member  for  Tamworth  had 
justly  stated  last  year,  and  in  which 
opinioa  his  hon.  and  learned  Frieod,  the 
Attorney- General,  concurred  with  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  and  that  althongh  now 
it  was  usual  to  have  banns  proclaimed,  and 
the  ceremony  performed  in  the  Cburcb* 
yet  tbst  marriageB  might  be  celebrated  in 
any  other  place,  and  that  a  contract  par 
verbi  do  pnesenfi  was  a  legal  and  actual 
marriage,  and  that  this  might  take  place 
(It  any  priratc  bouM,  or  even  io  aoouit  oC 
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justice.  Th]i  >tat«  of  tbiogB  left  the  law 
uncerlain  with  reprd  to  marriagei.  From 
inquiries  be  had  made,  he  understood  that 
eontracti  of  marriages  of  the  kind  he  had 
just  adTerted  to,  roroierly  toolc  place 
between  Di»entGra,  and  that  Lutherans 
and  otheTB  were  tnarried  in  this  country  in 
thii  manner  previous  to  the  Act  of  1754, 
The  Marriage-law  of  1754,  however,  de- 
clared, that  all  marriageB  should  be  per- 
formed after  banns  had  been  proclaimed 
in  the  parish  Church,  or  after  licences  had 
been  granted  to  the  contracting  parties  by 
competent  authority,  and  that  the  ceremony 
should  be  performed  within  certain  houn 
in  the  Church,  whether  by  banns  or  licence, 
and  by  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of 
England.  This  law,  he  could  not  help 
feeling,  was  unjust,  and  was  an  unnecessary 
Tiolation  of  the  consciences  of  those  who 
dissented  from  the  Church,  for  it  compelled 
persons  wishing  to  contract  a  legal  mar- 
riage, to  go  into  a  Church  which  they 
were  not  members  of,  and  to  havi 
ceremony  performed  by  a  clergymi 
whose  religious  opinions  they  did  not 
agree,  and  whose  doctrines  they  did  not 
fiillow,  and  many  of  whose  religioui 
opinions  they  might  not  be  willing  tc 
receite  or  listen  to.  He  thought,  there- 
fore, that  the  law  should  be  brought  into 
a  state  of  greater  simplicity,  and  be  altered 
M  as  to  avoid  the  objeciions  that  were 
raised  against  it  on  tLis  account.  The 
Protestant  Dissenters  had  pressed  for  the 
redress  of  what  they  considered  grievances, 
and  he  thought  they  justly  regarded  this 
aa  one  of  «  serious  nature.  Within  the 
last  few  years  they  bad  manifested  great 
anxiety  on  this  point,  and  he  had  heard 
statements  made  to  the  House  by  them 
during  tbe  Adtninistration  of  Earl  Orey, 
as  well  as  during  the  Administration  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  in  which  they 
asserted,  that  they  were  willing  to  accept 
an  arrangement  in  either  one  of  two  ways 
■~eiiher  by  making  marriage  altogether  a 
civil  ceremony,  and  by  doing  so  acknow- 
ledging that  all  parties  might  adopt  any 
religious  ceremony  they  might  consider 
desirable,  apart  from  anything  required  by 
the  State,  and  that  they  might  perform 
such  religions  ceremony  either  in  Church 
or  ohapel,  or  in  any  other  way  conformable 
to  their  consciences.  If  this  was  not  ad- 
mitted, they  were  willing  to  adopt  another 
line.  They  acknowledged  the  religious 
tiatnre  of  tbe  ceremony^  bat  they  eaid, 
"  AUew  the  memlHti  of  tbe  Churcli  of 
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England  to  go  to  the  pariah  Church,  and 
allow  us  to  be  married  by  out  own  mi« 
nisters  in  our  own  chapels,"  There  might 
be  great  simplicity  in  this  plan  ;  but  con* 
sidering  tbe  circumstsnces  of  tbe  country, 
and  the  feelings  of  the  peo|rie,  it  was  liable 
to  great  objections.  Tbe  Legislature  would 
respect,  sa  it  ought  to  do,  tbe  religioua 
obligatioas  of  the  contract.  But  if  tbs 
Legislature  took  no  notice  of  the  religious 
part  of  the  contract,  and  said,  that  tha 
civil  contract  was  sufficient,  and  that  every* 
thing  then  required  by  it  had  been  per- 
formed, he  thought  that  the  ministers  of 
the  Church  of  England  would  complain  of 
this  as  an  unnecessary  offence  to  tbeir 
consciences,  and  that  sufficient  and  dot 
respect  had  not  been  paid  to  tbe  religious 
ordinances  which  they  considered  tbeni' 
selves  enjoined  to  obserre.  There  was 
another  way  which  the  right  boo.  Baronet 
proposed — and  in  a  manner,  be  would  add, 
which  reflected  credit  on  his  liberality, 
and  which  induced  all  tbe  Members  of 
that  House  who  were  Protestant  Dissenters 
to  acknowledge  the  enlarged  and  liberal 
views  he  entertained  on  the  subject ;  but 
this  was  not  satisfactory  to  them,  as  it  was 
proposed  ihattbemarrlagesof  tbe  members 
of  the  Church  of  England  abould  be  left  as 
at  present,  but  that  tbe  marriages  of  Dis- 
senters should  be  treated  as  a  civil  con- 
tract, and  that  the  contract  should  be 
entered  into  before  the  civil  Magistrate. 
This  was  a  question  of  feeling ;  and  he 
fully  entered  into  the  feelings  which  made 
the  Protestant  Dissenters  say,  that  by  a 
measure  of  that  kind,  the  State  acknow- 
ledged, that  marriage  was  a  reli^ous cere- 
mony in  the  Church  of  England,  but  it 
was  not  BO  as  regarded  the  Dissenters. 
By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  Dissenters 
regarded  the  marriage  contract  as  much 
a  religions  contract  as  tbe  members  of  lb« 
Church  did.  They  said,  "  We  have  th« 
ame  religious  notions  of  the  obligations 
if  the  contract  aa  the  memben  of  tbe 
Church,  but  by  this  difference  in  tbe 
form  yon  probably  intentionally  cast 
some  stigma  upon  us."  There  remained 
another  method  by  which  the  princtpU 
of  relief  could  be  afforded,  and  by 
which  tbe  Protestant  Dissenters  would  ba 
allowed  to  be  married  by  tbeir  own  minis- 
ters in  their  own  chapels,  in  tbe  way 
which  they  thought  most  conformable 
to  their  own  coosoiences.  He  inteodr 
ed  to  propose  that  there  should  be  one 
form  with  respect  to  all  naniages ;    that 
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iDatead  of  the  contract  being  entered  into 
by  the  ptesent  system  of  bans  or  licences, 
that  it  should  be  by  means  of  a  notice- 
book  and  licence.  With  respect  to  licen- 
ce*, almost  all  the  higher  classes  were 
nov  married  by  means  of  them,  as  they 
were  obtuned  for  sums  of  money;  butthe 
poorer  classes  were  married  by  bans,  and 
their  names  were  proclaimed  in  the  church. 
As  to  the  proclaiming  the  bans  in  the  parish 
chnrch,  he  wished  to  observe,  that  after 
having  taken  the  opinions  of  many  cler^- 
men  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  well  as 
other  persons,  on  the  subject,  that  he  did 
not  think  that  they  afforded  the  security 
against  clandestine  marriages  which  was 
intended  by  their  use.  He  believed  that 
this  law  subsisted  long  before  the  Re- 
formation, and  when  every  person  in  the 
parish  belonged  to  the  Church,  and  all 
were  of  one  religion,  and  when  ihe  parish 
church  was  sufficiently  large  to  embrace 
the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  a 
parish,  and  when  almost  all  persons  re- 
sorted there.  But  in  the  present  time 
buts  were  void  and  of  no  eff'ect  to  all  Dis- 
senters from  the  Church,  as  well  as  to  all 
persons  who  did  not  attend  there.  In  po- 
pulous parishes  also,  where  not  one-tenth 
or  one-twentieth  part  of  the  population 
could  attend,  there  was  merely  a  huddled 
list  of  names  read  over,  and  this  was  done 
in  the  most  careless  manner  ;  and  clergy- 
men had  told  him  that  it  often  occurred 
in  an  interval  of  the  most  solemn  part  of 
the  service,  and  caused  a  most  unpleasant 
and  an  almost  indecent  interruption  of 
the  service.  He  proposed,  therefore,  in- 
stead of  this,  that  all  persons  about  to  be 
tnarried  should  give  notice  to  the  registrar 
that  their  names  might  be  inserted  in  the 
notice-book.  That  previous  to  the  mar- 
riage the  name  should  continue  on  the 
notice-book  foe  twenty-one  days ;  and 
that  it  should  be  open  to  inspection,  and 
that  the  names  of  persons  wishing  to  be 
married  by  licence,  should  remain  on  the 
notice-book  eight  days.  There  certainly 
was  a  distinction  here  between  two  classes ; 
but  it  was  not  of  such  a  marked  nnture  as 
existed  at  present.  Those  who  were 
ried  bj  licence  had  to  pay  a  large  sun 
it,  which  those  who  were  married  by  bans 
were  for  the  most  part  unable  to  afford. 
He  did  not  propose  to  do  away  with  the 
special  licences  granted  by  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  and,  therefore,  need  make 
no  observations  on  that  part  of  the  sub- 
ject.   As  he  had  said  before,  the  names 
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were  (o  remain  on  the  notice-book  for 
twenty-one  days,  and  the  registrar  would 
then  give  a  certiGeate  of  this  to  the  parties, 
and  within  a  certain  period  the  marriage 
ight  be  performed.  It  was  not  neces- 
sary for  him  to  state  the  number  of  days 
to  be  allowed  for  this,  as  that  could  be 
arranged  in  the  Committee.  If  the  par- 
ties were  members  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, they  might,  if  they  thought  proper, 
have  bans  proclaimed  in  the  church  ;  but 
he  proposed  that  the  clergyman  should 
not  be  bound  to  do  so,  unless  the  parties 
produced  the  certificate  of  the  registrar. 
He  should  previously  have  stated  that  be- 
fore the  names  of  the  parties  could  be  in- 
serted in  the  notice-book,  that  some  per- 
sons known  to  the  registrar  should  declare 
that  the  parties  were  really  and  bona  ,fiie 
what  they  purported  to  1)6,  If  the  parties 
were  not  members  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, and  did  not  choose  to  be  married  in 
the  church,  he  proposed  that  they  might 
be  married  in  a  Dissenting  chapel,  which 
Dissenting  chapel  must  be  regularly 
licensed  for  the  purpose.  He  proposed 
that  this  should  be  done,  provided  twenty 
housekeepers  signed  a  declaration  that 
they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  attending 
the  chapel,  and  that  they  knew  it  to  be 
constantly  used  as  a  place  of  public  wor- 
ship. When  this  was  done  the  place  was 
to  be  licensed,  and  it  was  to  be  described 
as  a  licensed  chapel  in  which  marriages 
could  be  contracted.  After  a  Dissenting 
chapel  had  been  licensed  for  the  purpose, 
the  Dissenting  minister  would  be  em- 
powered to  marry  the  parties,  in  the 
manner  which  was'  agreeable  to  their  own 
feelings  and  conscience.  It  was  to  be 
recollected,  with  respect  to  the  officiating 
minister  of  the  Church  of  England,  that 
he  was  well  known,  and  that  his  designa- 
tion and  habitation  were  fiied,  and  there 
was  great  security  as  to  proper  care  being 
used  in  performing  the  marriage  ceremony. 
With  respect  to  Dissenting  ministers,  he 
need  hardly  observe  that  they  were  a  great 
society  of  persons  ;  and  it  often  happened 
that  a  person  for  a  time  became  the 
minister  of  a  Dissenting  congregation,  and 
afterwards  laid  down  his  charge.  The 
consequence  would  be,  that  there  wonld 
be  great  uncertainty  and  vagueness  if 
some  care  was  not  taken.  He  therefore 
proposed,  that  in  all  marriages  in  Dissent^ 
ing  chapels  the  registrar  should  be  present 
at  the  ceremony.  Then  there  remained 
that  clan  of  penons  to  whom  he  had  be« 
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fore  adverted,  but  which  certainly  was 
not  very  numerous,  namely — those  who 
declared  that  marriage  was  a  simple  civil 
contract ;  and  in  order  to  make  the  mea- 
sure complete,  he  should  give  them  some- 
thing resembling  what  the  light  hon. 
Gentleman  proposed  to  give  them  in  liis 
Bill  of  last  year.  Instead,  however,  of 
making  them  go  before  tbe  magistrate,  as 
the  hon.  Geatlemao  proposed,  he  should 
prefer  that  the  parties,  in  such  a  case, 
should  go  before  the  chief  superintendent 
of  the  district,  and  that  tbey  should  be 
married  accord ingtoacertaia  fonD  of  words 
prescribed  in  the  Bill.  The  only  difference 
Detween  the  marriages  in  the  Church  of 
England  and  those  in  Dissenting  chapels 
was, that  in  iheformer  the  clergyman  would 
have  to  enter  the  date  of  the  ceremony, 
and  the  names  of  the  parties,  in  the  parish 
register-book,  and  that  he  afterwards  must 
prepare  a  duplicate  copy  of  the  certificate 
of  marriage,  which  he  must  send  within  a 
few  days  to  the  local  registrar,  who  would 
enter  it  in  the  usual  way,  and  afterwards 
send  it  to  the  chief  register  office  in  Lon- 
don. It  thus  appeared  that  he  did  not 
propose  that  it  should  be  incumbent  on 
the  registrar  to  be  present  at  marriages  in 
the  Church  of  England  ;  but  in  Dissenters' 
chapels  he  deemed  it  requisite  that  the 
registrar  should  be  present.  In  the  Church 
of  England,  then,  all  the  forms  of  mar- 
liage  would  be  preserved,  and  at  the  same 
time  he  trusted  adequate  relief  would  he 
given  to  tbe  conscientious  objections  of 
tbe  Dissenters.  These  were  the  chief 
points  of  the  two  Bills  which  he  proposed 
to  introduce.  He  thought  by  the  proposed 
civil  register  they  would  have  a  further  ad- 
Tantage,  which  he  did  not  think  could  be 
obtained  in  any  other  way.  It  would 
relieve  the  Protestant  Dissenter  from  that 
which  he  conscientiouily  considered  a 
grievaace,  and,  at  the  same  time,  it  would 
■fiord  good  security  against  clandestine 
marriages.  By  passing  these  Bills,  he 
thought  that  the  legislature  would  deprive 
the  Dissenters  of  one  of  those  grounds  of 
complaint  which  bad  been  adverted  to  in 
the  King's  Speech,  and  would  relieve  tbcm 
from  grievances  which  they  considered  a 
burden  on  their  consciences.  He  thought 
for  this  parpose,  above  all,  a  system  o(  civil 
registratioD  was  necessary,  and  therefore 
it  was,  that  he  was  anxious  to  consider 
both  Bills  together.  Thus,  then,  while  no 
disadvantage  was  oSered  to  the  Church, 
a  complete    relief  was   alTorded   to  the 
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Protestant  Dissenters  of  tbe  grieTances  of 
which  they  complained.  He  would  say  a 
few  words,  and  a  very  few,  with  respect  to 
other  practical  grievances  of  which  he  bad 
heard  Protestant  Dissenters  complain  dur- 
ing tbe  last  three  »r  four  years.  The  first 
complaint  was,  want  of  a  civil  and  general 
register ;  the  second  was  the  want  of  a 
marriage  ceremony,  which  was  not  offen- 
sive to  their  feelings.  With  respect  to 
these  two  points,  he  had  already  addressed 
the  House,  and  he  trusted  that  the  two 
Bills  he  proposed  to  introduce  would  afford 
en  ample  and  satUfactory  remedy.  The 
third  subject  was  the  disabilities  under 
which  the  Dissenters  laboured,  as  regarded 
attending  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  which, 
at  the  same  time,  disabled  them  from  at- 
taining those  eminent  degrees  in  some 
sciences  and  arts  which  might  be  obtained 
by  the  members  of  tbe  Church  of  England, 
On  this  subject  he  would  merely  observe 
that  he  bad  always  been  favourable  to 
opening  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  to  Dissenters ;  but  be  should 
be  guilty  of  something  like  delusion  if  he 
held  out  any  prospect  of  immediate  relief 
in  this  respect.  Some  Protestant  Dissen- 
ters, however,  looked  to  another  mode  by 
which  those  honours  and  distinctions  might 
he  obtained,  from  which  they  ought  not  to 
be  debarred  inconsequence  of  their  reli-' 
gious  opinions.  He  meant  the  establish- 
ment of  a  new  University.  This  subject 
had  occupied  the  attention  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment, and  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  devoted  much 
time  to  devising  a  plan  by  which  Pro- 
testant DisienteiB,  ss  well  as  all  other  per- 
sons, would  be  enabled  to  obtain  their 
degrees,  and  that  standing  to  which  thev 
were  entitled,  but  which  were  now  limited 
to  those  who  studied  at  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge. This  plan  his  right  hon.  Friend 
would  shortly  state  to  the  House.  Another 
matter  of  complaint  was  church-rates.  Be- 
fore, however,  adverting  to  this,  he  would 
allude  to  the  complaints  that  had  been 
made,  that  ministers  of  Dissenting  chapels 
were  not  allowed  to  bury  deceased  mem- 
bers of  their  congregations  in  the  burying- 
grounds  of  the  Church  of  England.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  propose  any  thing  on 
this  point ;  but  he  would  venture  to  say  to 
those  Protestant  Dissenlers  who  might  be 
prepared  to  petition  the  House  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  the  great  object  all  should  have 
in  view  was,  the  promotion  of  religious 
peace ;  and  that  while  they  left  the  Church 
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«f  England  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the 
right*  which  it  ought  to  poitess,  the  Pro- 
teitsat  DiBienten  Bhould  be  placed  in  such 
a  pocition  ai  to  feel  theraielTes  perfectly 
free  and  equal  in  all  civil  coocerni,  and 
thai  (bii  matter  ihould  not  be  an  occaaion 
of  jarring  or  quarrelling  between  them- 
•eWes  and  the  members  of  the  Church, 
He  WSH  sorrj  to  hear  that  there  were  some 
among  the  Proteitant  Disaenters,  wboatatad 
that  they  preferred  goiag  on  with  the  con- 
test between  themielves  and  the  Church 
on  this  point,  aa  well  aarespecting  church- 
rates,  rather  than  the  Legislature  should 
interpose  to  promote  peace  and  harmony. 
Nothing,  in  hia  opinion,  could  be  more 
desirable  than  puttiug  an  end  to  those 
contests  which  unhappily  subsisted.  It 
was  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  establish 
auch  a  system  of  laws  that  those  feelings 
of  alienation  which  unhappily  existed  be- 
tireeii  memben  of  the  Church  and  Dis- 
senters should  be  lessened  as  much  as 
passible.  At  the  same  time  both  parlies 
abould  yield  to  a  mutual  feeling  of  good 
will,  and  one  party  ought  to  feel  that  it 
possessed  nothing  which  could  be  con- 
sidered an  injury  to  the  other.  If  this 
state  of  things  was  ever  established,  he 
should  be  able  to  look  with  confidence  to 
the  settlement  of  the  question  of  burying 
Dissenters  by  their  ministers  in  the  church- 
yards. He  was  sure,  if  they  introduced  a 
measure  for  this  purpose  at  present,  and 
gave  Prolntant  Dissenters,  at  any  time, 
and  under  any  circum stances,  the  right  of 
going  into  church-yards  for  the  purpose  of 
performing  any  religious  ceremonies  they 
ploKsed,  against  tha  wish  of  the  clergy- 
man, so  far  from  promoting  harmony,  Ibey 
wouU)  widen  the  breach  which  now  existed, 
"nie  dergy  would  feel  that  it  was  an  un- 
necessary and  uniust  interference  with 
them,  and  it  would  excite  painful  feelings 
in  their  minds,  to  sae  ceremonies  performui 
in  the  charoh-yoidf,  against  wkich  they 
entertaiaed  serious  and  conscientious  ab- 
jections. If,  however,  those  feelings  of 
harmony  and  goodwill  were  produced,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  this  might  be  made  a 
matter  of  compromise  between  the  clergy 
and  the  ministers  of  the  Dissenters.  A 
clergyman  living  in  harmony  iu  his  parish, 
and   haviag   feelings  of  good-will  to  all 


from  whom  be  did  not  anticipate  anything 
obnoxious  or  insulting  to  his  feelings.  Tha 
subject  of  Church  rates  would  form  a 
matter  of  considerstion  and  debate  for 
another  day  ;  and  he  trusted  that  the  end 
of  these  measures  would  be  to  eatablish 
firm  peace  between  all  religious  parties  in 
this  country,  and  to  do  away  those  reli- 
gious heats  which  now  prevailed ;  and  thus 
that  a  spirit  of  religious  harmony  would  be 
engendered,  in  which  respect  he  was  sorry 
to  say  that  En|;laod  was  far  behind  other 
countries,  la  commerce,  in  wealth,  in 
industry,  and,  in  some  respects,  in  public 
instruction,  there  were  some  nations  far 
inferior  to  us,  but,  in  respect  of  religioua 
tolerance  and  harmony,  they  were  far  be- 
fore us.  The  noble  Lord  concluded  with 
moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
establish  a  general  civil  registration  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  in  England 
and  Wales 

Mr,  O'Conrull  rejoiced  at  the  extent  of 
the  measure,  as  regarded  the  marriages  of 
Protestant  Dissenters;  but  he  wished  to 
know  whether  the  measure  extended  to 
Roman  Catholics  7 

Lord  John  Russell  replied,  that  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales  the  provisions  would  ex- 
tend to  Roman  Catholics. 

Sir  Sotierl  Peel  considered  this  subject 
to  be  one  of  too  great  importance  to  make 
any  lengthened  observations  upon  it  until 
he  had  seen  the  Bill.  There  were  two 
great  principles  to  be  considered  in  it. 
First,  the  interest  which  all  hod  in  com- 
mon. Dissenters  as  well  as  Churchmen, 
namely,  the  preventing  clandestine  mar- 
riages, and  the  insuring  the  perfect  regu- 
larity of  the  ceremony,  so  that  young  per- 
sons should  not  be  inveigled  into  it.  The 
second  point  was  concerning  the  religious 
scruples  of  either  party.  Aa  ft  member  of 
(he  Church  of  England,  he  would  at  ooea 
say,  that,  as  far  as  he  understood  the  Bill 
of  the  noble  Lord,  he  had  no  objection  to 
make  to  its  principle.  The  noble  Lord 
proposed  that  members  of  the  Church  of 
England  ihould  continue  to  have  their 
marriages  solemnized  in  their  churches; 
that  the  religious  character  of  that  cere- 
mony should  continue  to  be  respected  t 
that  there  should  be  required  no  other 
obligation  whatever  for  tha  purpose  of 


IS  of  his  parishioners,  might  freely  he  !  giving  validity  to  the  contract,  than  the 
indoced  to  allow  a  funeral  ceremony  to  be  performance  of  the  religious  ceremony, 
performed  by  a  Disseoting  minister  in  He  was  speaking  of  members  of  tha 
whom  ha  had  confidence,  and  wi^  whose  Church  of  England ;  in  their  caae,  ha 
piety  ud  devotion  ha  waa  Htiafied,  and   would  repeat,  the  noble  Lord  did  not  pro- 
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pon  ts  Baperindoc*  nnj  eiril  fonn  whaU 
i?ef  ia  order  to  give  validity  to  the  coo- 
trnct  Ha  wbb  lemiaded  of  the  excep- 
tioiii  TeUtiog  to  the  publication  of  beo*, 
but  thii  was  antecedent  to  the  religioua 
oeremoDjr,  and  of  the  civil  regiatretion ; 
but  this  naa  after  the  religious  ceremony : 
they  were  no  doubt,  civil  matten,  but  he 
was  spealcing  of  the  reltgioui  operation  of 
the  contract,  which  wai  not  affected  by  the 
Bill.  Members  of  the  Cburch  of  England 
would  not  be  prevented,  he  [vesumed,  from 
availing  themselves  of  the  religious  regis- 
tiation  now  in  use,  as  well  as  the  pTap<»ed 
civil  registration.  The  noble  Lgrd  had  on 
this  point  omitted  to  take  into  consider- 
atioD  the  question  of  the  emoluments 
which  at  present  erose  to  many  penooi 
from  the  mode  of  registration  now  in  use; 
but  this  was  a  matter  of  minor  importance. 
In  the  case  of  the  marriage  of  Diuenten  the 
noble  Lord  proposed  thst  the  ceremony 
should  be  a  religious  one  on  tha  part  of 
those  Dissenters  who  attached  importance 
to  it  as  such.  He  could  only  sav,  that 
whdher  the  measure  which  the  noble  Lord 


Peel  bad  last  year  the  honour  of  bringing 
forward,  were  really  so,  be  roust,  of  course, 
leam  aa  a  question  of  feeling,  on  which  the 
Dissenters  ought  to  be  considered  and 
consulted ;  for  bti  own  part  he  could  not 
bat  think  the  measure  he  had  proposed 
calculated  to  be  equally  satisfactory  with 
the  present.  This,  however,  as  he  had 
just  observed,  was  a  question  to  be  de- 
cided according  to  the  religious  scruplei 
and  fealings  of  the  Dissenting  body.  The 
noble  Lord  bad,  however,  not  precisely 
daacribed  the  meaanre  which  he  had  last 
ytar  introduced ;  tha  Noble  Lord  said  that 
that  measure  proposed  to  continue  the 
marriage  contract  as  a  religious  caremooy 
in  the  case  of  maodwrs  of  the  Church  of 
England,  but  only  as  a  civil  contract  in 
tha  ease  of  Dissenters.  Now  this  de- 
scription  of  the  measure,  a i though  not  at 
variance  with  the  truth,  was  not  at  all  a 
complete  or  exact  description  of  its  cha- 
racter. He  certainly  had  proposed  that 
there  should  be  a  civil  evidence  of  the 
contract,  but  he  had  not  proposed  this 
because  he  undervalued  tbe  religious 
ceremony :  on  the  contrary,  the  pre- 
amble of  tbe  projected  Bill  expressly  re< 
cited  that  the  Legislature  wished  to  en> 
courage  tbe  religious  ceremony.  The  Bill 
oanaioly  left  it  to  (he  partial  to  obMive 


13}        DiuMtn^  Marriagn.        391 

only  nob  rriigioui  ritea  and  Mranoniat 
as  they  conscientiously  felt  disposed  to; 
but  it  in  no  way  undervalued  the  religiona 
ceremony  which  he  wished  to  have  auper> 
induced  on  the  civil  contract ;  all  the  Bill 
did  was  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  the 
religions  ceremony  being  a  condition  in- 
dispensable to  the  validity  of  the  marriage 
contract.  The  noble  Lord  still  proposed 
to  make  a  difference  between  Dissenters 
and  members  of  the  Church  of  Elngland, 
to  which,  he  would  admit.  Dissenters  coald 
not  fairly  object ;  at  the  same  time  he  might 
observe,  that  the  Oisaeiiter  who  recon. 
ciled  himself  to  this  difference  might  equal- 
ly have  reconciled  himself  to  tbe  provisions 
of  the  Bill  which  he  bad  brought  forward. 
Under  the  now  proposed  Bill,  in  the  case 
of  the  marriage  of  tnembera  of  the  Church, 
the  attendance  of  tbe  registrar  would  not ' 
be  required;  vhile,  in  thecaseof  tfaeDia- 
senten,  the  ceremony  would  not  be  valid 
unless  performed  in  the  presence  of  a  civil 
officer,  the  registrar  of  the  union.  In  his 
Bill,  the  magistrate  was  the  civil  officer 
before  whom  the  marriage  wa*  to  be 
celebrated.  Then,  aa  to  the  registrar's 
attendance,  he  (Sir  R,  Peel)  did  not 
exactly  see  how  it  would  be  possible  tn 
insure  the  attendance  of  this  officer,  if 
there  were  to  be  only  one  in  the  Union, 
at  every  Dissenter's  marriage.  Supposing 
all  these  marrisges  to  take  place  on  tha 
Sabboth-day,  it  would  be  extremely  diffi* 
cult  for  the  officer  to  perform  his  mauy 
duties  t  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  the  Dissenters,  nndei 
the  contemplated  circumstances,  to  make 
a  free  choice  as  to  what  day  they  would 
be  married  on,  which  would  be  a  hard 
case.  One  great  inconvenience  and  an* 
noyance  under  which  the  Dissenters  1b' 
boured,  was  in  having  their  mamagaa 
performed  in  a  place  of  worship  in  which 
they  held  no  commuaion.  Now,  under 
the  proposed  Bill,  suppose  the  registrar 
to  be  a  memberof  the  Church  of  England, 
yet  be  was  required  Lo  be  present  at  every 
marriage  celebrated  under  every  form  of 
religious  worship  which  Dissenters  might 
think  it  their  conseientious  duty  to  adopt, 
whether  Roman  Catholic  or  any  other 
species  of  dissenting  form.  The  nobla 
Lord,  in  proceeding  with  this  Bill,  mnst 
take  care  to  guaid  agajnit  the  possibility  of 
fraud,  or  evasion  of  the  law  on  the  part  of 
false  pretenden  to  religions  scruples,  wba^ 
making  a  pretence  that  their  nrinoiplaa  of 
reiigtoft  taught  ihtn  to  coniuu  the  nli- 
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glioDi  ceremony  as  not  necesury  to  the 
validity  of  the  marria^  contract,  might 
seek  meana  of  evadiag  the  law,  aad 
throwio^  families  and  society  into  confu- 
■ion.  He  nos  not  speaking  of  retpectable 
and  conscienlions  Dissenters,  but  of  those 
who,  under  pretence  of  being  of  their 
profeuion,  sought  to  evade  the  law.  He 
must  say  again,  that  artai  carefully  con- 
sidering the  nature  of  the  proposed  Bill, 
he  saw  little  material  difierence  between  it 
and  the  Bill  be  proposed  last  year ;  but  if 
it  were  more  palatable  to  the  conscientious 
Dissenters,  they  certainly  had  a  right  to 
adopt  that  which  tbey  found  most  conso- 
nant  to  their  religious  feelings ;  and  if  they 
were  pleased  with  the  present  measure  in 
preference  to  his,  he  was  quite  ready  to 
say  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  had,  as  a 
Churchman,  no  objections  to  the  principles 
of  the  noble  Lord's  Bill.  All  he  would 
stipulate  for  was,  that  the  very  utmost 
precautions  should  be  taken  that  the  real 
object  of  the  Bill  sbould  not  be  defeated, 
for  any  fraud  or  evasion  of  tbe  law  would 
be  dangerous  to  society  and  to  properly, 
and  destructive  of  the  peace  of  families. 

Mr.  Baines  rejoiced  to  find,  from  what 
had  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
opposite,  that  the  proposed  measure  was 
not  objectionable  in  tbe  eyes  of  members 
of  the  Established  Church,  and  he  be- 
lieved, though  he  spoke  only  as  an  indi- 
vidual, that  it  would  be  equally  acceptable 
to  tbe  Dissenters.  Nothing  could  be 
more  benehciat  than  a  general  sjstem  of 
civil  registration  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths ;  and  he  (Mr.  Baines)  looked  upon 
the  present  measure,  in  its  general  outline, 
as  calculated  to  effect  that  desired  object. 
Hp  differed  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
who  thought  that  there  was  no  material 
difference  between  the  Marriage  Bill  an- 
nounced this  night,  and  the  one  brought 
forward  last  year,  for  he  thought  tbe  noble 
Lord's  measure  would  obviate  a  very 
importapt  objection,  which  applied  to  the 
plan  announced  by  the  right  bon.  Baronet, 
who  drew  a  distinction  between  the  mar- 
riages of  Protestant  Dissenters  and  those 
of  members  of  the  Established  Church, 
the  former  of  which  were  to  consist,  as  far 
as  the  law  was  concerned,  in  a  mere  civil 
compact,  while  the  latter  bad  the  sanction 
and  force  of  a  religious  obligation.  In 
the  Bill  o(  tbe  noble  Lord,  the  members 
of  the  Established  Church  would  be  mar- 
ried according  to  their  own  marriage 
ceremony ;  the  Protestant  Dissenters  would 


be  married  by  their  own  Miaisteis  with 
equal  solemnity ;  and  those  that  preferred 
the  civil  contract,  were  here  left  at  liberty 
to  adopt  it  in  the  presence  of  the  registrar, 
who  would  become  an  attesting  witness. 
With  respect  to  the  question  of  Church- 
rates  alluded  to  by  the  noble  Lord,  he 
(Mr,  Baines)  hoped  that  they  would  soon 
arrive  at  a  conclusion  equally  satisfactory 
to  the  members  of  the  Church  and  to  Dis- 
senters. On  this  subject,  speaking  merely 
as  an  independent  Member  of  Parliament, 
and  not  as  the  representative  of  a  body  of 
Dissenters,  he  might  express  his  decided 
opinion  that  the  Dissenters  would  never 
yield  their  consent  to  any  mode  of  anang- 
ingthat  matter  that  did  not  go  to  tbe 
actual  and  absolute  extinction  of  those  rates 
without  commutation.  As  to  the  admis- 
sion of  Protestant  Dissenters  to  the  Uni- 
versities of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  tbey 
had  long  claimed  that  privilege;  but  if 
collegiate  benefits  and  honours  could  be 
secured  to  them  of  equal  value  by  other 
means,  he  supposed  that  the  principal 
cause  of  their  discontent  on  that  head 
would  be  removed.  The  Dissenters  did 
not,  he  believed,  insist  very  strongly  upon 
the  right  of  their  Ministers  to  perform  tbe 
funeral  service  in  the  parish  church-yards, 
unless  with  the  concurrence  of  the  clergy- 
man. To  insist  upon  this  privilege  would, 
in  certain  cases,  be  to  violate  the  consci- 
entious scruples  of  the  Minister  of  the 
Established  Church ;  and  the  Protestant 
Dissenters  of  England,  if  he  understood 
their  characters,  were  as  little  inclined  to 
do  violence  to  the  consciences  of  others 
as  they  were  to  submit  to  the  violation  of 
their  own  consciences. 

Mr.  (yConnell  expressed  his  extreme 
satisfaction  at  the  plan  developed  by  the 
noble  Lord.  The  relief  which  it  would 
give  Roman  Catholics  from  many  of  their 
inconveniences  and  annoyances  was  con- 
siderable, and  the  advantage  to  the  State 
would  be  no  less  so.  At  present,  when  tbe 
law  required  a  twofold  ceremony  to  be 
gone  through  in  the  case  of  the  marriage 
of  a  Roman  Catholic  and  a  Protestant, 
many  of  the  poorer  Roman  Catholics  neg- 
lected the  second  ceremony  on  account 
principally  of  tbe  expense,  and  the  conse- 
quence was,  that  in  a  great  many  cases 
this  neglect  rendering  the  marriage  inva- 
lid, parishes  were,  after  a  few  ]^ears, 
burdened  with  numbers  of  illegitimate 
childrro. 

Mr,  Goalburn  thoi^ht  the  Bill  did  not 
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ride  inEGcieully  against  cases  of  band.  |  was  to  obviale  the  oecouty  ofpainfiil  and 
should,  howercr,   in  tbe   progresa  af    di^usdng  exhibitioBs  at  die  Bar  of  the 


tbe   tneasare,    tale    fnitber  occasioa    to  House.     Wlien  wimessea  were  examined 

espressbtsopiDioDSonsereial  parts  of  it.  at  the  Bar  in  divorce  cases,  their  evidence 

Lord  John  SfmeH  thanked  the  Hoose  was  freqnentif  ^iren  so  as  not  tn  be  heard, 

for  the  rery  favonrable  manner  in  wbicb  it  and    when    it    was   heard    it    generally 

had  received  his  proposed  measure.    After  tnned  oat  to  be  painful,  if  not  disgmttng, 


the  broad  and  liberal  principles  which 
were  stated  last  year  by  the  right  bon.  Ba- 
ronet on  this  labject,  he  had  felt  amired 
of  his  support  of  the  present  Bill.  With 
reference  to  the  objection  which  had  been 
made  on  the  point  of  one  re^trai's  being 


to  the  feeUngs.  His  abject  was,  to  remedy 
the  evil  by  referring  such  evidence  to  i 
Select  Committee.  He  was  aware  that 
the  present  practice  of  makiog  divtnces 
snbjects  of  legislative  enactments  was 
thooght   q^oestionable  by  manv  persons. 


iufficient  to  attend  all  tbe  marriages  of   and  that  it  might  be  considerEd  betier  v 

Dissenters  within  his   registry,  he  (Lord  ^  refer  such  matters  ja  the  Frivv  Canncil,  at 

J.  Rnsiell)  wonld  reply,  that  he  believed  |  to  some  other  more  competenc  tribnnal;  bnt 

there  would  generally  be  one  registrar  to    till   a   new   and   comprehensive  meaanre 

every  5,000  persons,  which  wotdd  be  snf-  i  conld   be   btrodnced  on  the  snbject,  be 

fictent,  the   calculation    being,    that  the    was  of  opinion  that  the  appoinlmeflt  of 

marriages,  in  proportion  to  the  popolalion,    inch  a  Cammittee  as  he  proposed  wonld 

were  less  than  one  per  cent.     With  refer-  >  be  advanUgeooa.     He  had  spoken  to  the 

ence  to  tbe  facility  which  would  be  given  ,  Members    whom  he    prT>poied  to  nomi- 

to  clandestine  marriages,  he  did  not  think  '  naie  oo   the  Committee,  and  they    had 

bis  Bili  inferior  in  this  respect  to  the  Bill  [  promrsed    to    attend,    so   that  he  coold 

of  the  rig^t  hon.  Baronet.  j  gnaraatee  the  utmost  atloitiaa  would  be 

Sir  ^)bert  Peel  obserred,  that  when  no '  paid  in  all  cases  referred  to  them,  and  tbe 

point  of  honour  was  concerned,  he  had  |  HonsewanEdhe^nredaeonsidenhlewastc 

■angnine  hopes   that  many  of  the   Di»- ;  of  time  upon   matten  with  which  ic  was 

senten,  particulariy  the  female  portion  of.  incoapelent  to  deal  e&ctnilv  at  pre*eaC 

ihero,    would    prefer    heii>g    married    io  ,  The  boo.  Menber  moved — "That  a  3e- 

Church.  |IectOMuntttee,taeanaistaf  aotmoretaaA 

Motion  agreed  to — Leave  gfven.  |  nine  Members  (three  bene  the  incrmn), 

Leare  was  also  given  to  bring  Id  tbe  BID    be  appointed,  ta  whoa  shall  be  refem^ 

for  regulating  Marriages.  |  every  Divorce  Bdl.  on  the  sccowl  readm^ 

I  :  thereof,   wiA    power   to    bcv    Comeel. 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS,  I  ejamine  witnesses,  and  rtirtj  &a  Axn. 

M-™i™    J7<A»««  ii:    iJWfl  I  iwotary  evidence  prodaced.  tLrre  at  Je»K 

Mimdag,  Febnum,  15,  1836.  ,  ^f^  Members  wbo  ^It  L»e  attea^e.! 

"  ?l?]^?7lr!]i*'^"    at  the  opening  d  the  cvViewce  r-.  my  osc 

case  to  be  present  at  each  m«e:;-.z  "i^^m 

;  it,  nlil  report  made :  and  At',  a/'.nr  l\« 

—"—'——  -  ;  ippotctneat    of    riefc    Con-^  -.'**,    •  -e 

HOUSE    OF  COMMONS,  '  practice  of  hearing  CoM»laa<ie«m.*  :r 


Afmday,  Fe6r«iry  15,  iS35.  ,^  j,,^  ^  d»«>--'J=«d,  ««}«  »^^ 

¥™i»M.]   JHOOuu  inaiMiri     B7  Mr.  Sauiavim,  ■  oihtlmitt  sneciaUT  ctdered  " 

froBRoAUhM'.D.VRT.  fl»i»<«r.^lb.S»-    ^^7^'^""^  ^TiyX.   I r  —-» 

mu,  Itam  Vana.  tn  bioo  ctf  Mi.  BeuHBiB-i  |        ^'-   Hnme   fiat  It    tf>    L.-l   h^M.    FnCSid 

aumi^vj  Dr.  BowmiH,  tnna  OMwofOMa^    whether  he  woald  take  tin  imporsnt  r*^ 
Tl^^.'^^^ii-ZTt*  "1^   withowt  the  com^wrreaee  of  a  law  OUmx 
w.  Drram*.  fm  "i  iT  iiiiiiii    Or  Minister  rJ  \i^  Cr'^wn  ' 
mt  niher  not,  to,  MM  to  AriadMnb-«T  Mi.        Mr.  Tooit  Said,  be  b*J  bw»   'm  c^n  - 
iT'nT^,  7!T^,^^,.'^^,T^\  mmiicalioo  wi-fa  t^*    C  k-^;lor   J  lU 

AcCL— By  Mr- BvABT,  mmuHenit  wrtB^heoBtf    ^1  11.. 

ocDuUsoiiEat-iiiiuPiDitiu  Excfaequer  and  i^.t  DoUe  iMtrreury  I'jt 

tbe    H-Moe   De^uncMnt.  »od  t'^  f-jrin^ 

Divorce  Bills.]      Mr.  Tookt  rov  to  bad  iatimated  bit  opiijioa.  t'^U,  aJthvoEia 

move  a   Resolution  for  referring  Divorce  b*<t*r  remedy  i;  iir^.i  be  !•«*'.  fi*' <^'>i*'"J. 

Bills  to  a  Select  Committee,  empowered  this  p'so  wat  a  grt*l  '-i  ;  ■•.^—.■..-  -i-  •  ■■  •!  ^ 

to  hear  Counsel,  examine  witnesses,  and  i»»**e«t  •nl-.m,      I'--  ".'1.  "■■d   ;■■  ••<  t 

verify  documentary   evidence,     (lis  wt<h  Memtjer  I-t  «I,'.  Tw"*"  !)!"■'»■■*  '    '  ■'."•■'■ 
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or  the  plan  as  far  as  it  went,  and  would 
support  it.  He  hoped  that  the  House 
would  agree  to  the  experiment  till  some 
more  permanent  remedy  could  be  devised. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  recommended  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to  consent  to  a  postponement 
of  his  Motion,  and  suggested  the  import- 
ance of  considering  whether  the  prospect, 
or  at  least  the  possibility,  of  publicity 
under  the  present  system  did  not  consti- 
tute a  material  check  upon  collusion  and 
an  evasion  of  the  law.  He  thought  that 
time  should  be  allowed  for  deliberation 
before  proceeding  with  the  Motion, 

Mr.  Divett  thought  that  the  time  had 
arrived  when  some  change  should  be  made 
in  the  existing  system,  which  did  not  con- 
duce to  morality  and  encouraged  collusion. 
He  would  not  now  enter  upon  a  discussion 
of  the  question,  but  he  gave  notice, 
that  when  the  next  Divorce  Bill  came 
before  them  he  should  take  the  sense  of 
the  House  on  the  subject,  with  a  view  to 
an  alteration  in  the  present  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding. 

Dr.  Lushingfon  vaa  clearly  of  opinion 
that  the  practice  of  individuals  obtaining 
private  Acts  in  questions  of  divorce  was 
most  injurious;  and  though  he  did  not 
go  the  length  of  believing  that  in  the 
majority  of  cases  collueion  existed,  he 
thought  the  existing  system  one  which 
ought  to  undergo  an  entire  revision.  As 
soon  as  time  and  opportunity  permitted, 
the  whole  question  of  divorce  ought  to  be 
referred  to  some  competent  jurisdiction, 
whether  to  that  which  had  at  present 
cognizance  of  matrimonial  matters,  or  to 
some  other  body,  he  did  not  say,  but  he 
was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  practice 
ofobiaining  Private  Acts  of  Parliament 
ought  to  he  abolished.  He  said  this, 
because  under  the  present  system  they 
werematlersof  private  canvass  or  mutual 
agreement,  and  because  Parliament  waa 
not  the  6ttest  tribunal  to  pronounce  an 
opinion  on  questions  of  this  description. 
With  respect  to  his  hon.  Friend's  Motion, 
if  new  Divorce  Bills  were  to  be  introduced, 
and  if  no  attempt  was  made  to  alter  the 
present  mode  of  proceeding,  he  agreed 
with  his  hon.  Friend  in  preferring  an 
amination  before  a  Select  Committee  to 
an  examination  of  evidence  at  the  Ba: 
In  reference  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Temworth  on  the 
subject  of  publicity,  he  assured  the  right 
boo.  Baronet  that  this  House  was  never 
considered  as  asafeguard  against  collusion. 


Parties  looked  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
when  Divorce  Bills  passed  the  Lords,  in 
nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  House  were  considered  as  mat- 
ters of  course.  Nothing  but  a  most  mature 
consideration  of  the  question  in  all  its 
bearings,  especially  with  reference  to  the 
great  importance  of  keeping  the  marriage 
tie  solemn  and  unbroken,  and  affording 
no  undue  facilities  to  divorces  a  vincuh 
—nothing  short  of  this  would  suffice  to 
produce  a  satisfactory  remedy. 

Lord  John  Russell  said,  that  if  he  did 
not  feel  disposed  to  agree  to  the  Resolu- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  Truro,  it  was 
partly  on  the  ground  that  so  momentous  a 
subject  ought  not  to  be  disposed  of  in  this 
manner,  and  partly  because  he  did  not 
think  the  present  an  appropriate  remedy  ; 
but  he  did  not  oppose  the  Besolution, 
because  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  present 
mode  of  passing  Divorce  Bills  was  satis- 
factory. According  to  the  present  method 
of  obtaining  divorces  it  required  the  pos- 
session of  considerable  wealth  to  procure 
an  Act  of  Parliament; — divorces  wera 
carried,  and  the  investigation  at  the 
Bar  was  a  mere  form  and  mockery. 
However,  the  present  mode  of  proceeding 
diminished  the  facilities  of  obtaining 
divorces,  which  was  one  of  its  advantages, 
and  sanctioned  the  opinion  that  tbej 
ought  not  to  be  lightly  granted.  As  to 
the  proposition  for  referring  divorces  to  a 
special  tribunal  and  a  jurisdiction  created 
for  the  purpose,  he  would  not  enter  upon 
it  now ;  but  in  reference  to  the  plan  before 
the  House,  he  thought  that  a  more  satis* 
factory  one  might  have  been  suggested. 
This  mode  erected  a  special  tribunal,  but 
unfortunately  did  not  qualify  it  for  the 
jurisdiction  assigned  it.  There  was  no 
security  that  those  nine  individuals  would 
be  persons  in  whose  handa  it  would  be 
proper  to  place  great  judicial  powers ; 
and  when  the  hon.  Gentleman  aaid,  that 
three  should  be  a  quorum,  be  thought  the 
matter  atill  worse.  If  a  stated  tribunal  of 
one  or  three  iadividuols  were  appointed  to 
act  as  Judges  in  divorce,  no  one  would 
canvass  them;  but  when  a  Committee 
of  nine  was  appointed  three  of  whom  might 
act,  nobody  would  look  at  it  in  the  same 
light,  as  a  judicial  tribunal,  and  peraons 
would  not  think  themselves  debarred  from 
soliciting  its  members,  so  that  yon  would 
give  this  Committee  the  enormoui  power 
of  Judges,  witbout  investing  its  members 
witli  tbe  sacred  chaiscter  which  Jadgea 
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ODglit  to  poBsera.  Great  changes  were 
tnaLing  in  the  law  rrom  year  to  year,  and 
Government  was  dispoged,  as  speedily  as 
it  contd,  to  take  this  question  into  consi- 
deration, other  and  more  pressing  matters 
being  disposed  of.  The  opinion  or  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  For  the  Tower 
Hamlets  would  doubtless  have  great  weight 
with  Parliament  end  the  country,  but  he 
implored  the  House  not  to  agree  to  a 
supposed  remedy  which  would  aggravate 
some  of  the  mischierg  of  the  present  sys- 
lein,  without  producing  a  satisfactory  tri- 
bunal in  cases  of  divorce. 

Mr.  Tooke,  after  the  declaration  of  the 
noble  Lord  (Lord  J.  Russell),  although  he 
apprehended  the  reform  of  the  law  might 
come  rather  late,  would,  with  the  peimis- 
aion  of  ihe  House,  withdraw  his  Motion. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

Cahaqa,]  Mr.  Roebuck  said,  that  as  he 
believed,  the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  G.  Grey) 
had  not  made  up  his  mind  on  the  subject  of 
the  production  of  the  instructious  given  to 
Lord  Gosford,  and  the  Commissioners 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  grievances 
complained  of  in  Lower  Canada,  he  was 
willing"  to  postpone  his  Motion  for  the 
present. 

Sir  Q.  Grey  had  fully  made  up  his 
mind  on  the  subject,  and  was  prepared  to 
State  his  views  to  the  House  in  a  few 
words.  Means  had  been  taken  to  settle 
the  difierences  subsisting  between  this 
country  and  Canada,  and  he  trusted  with 
every  prospect  of  success.  But  great 
inconveoience  might  result  from  the  pro- 
duction of  those  instructions  while  the 
Commisslooers  were  still  engaged  in  an 
investigation  of  the  alleged  grievances  of 
Canada,  and  inquiring  into  their  reality 
and  extent.  On  this  ground  alone  he 
objected  to  the  Motion.  He  was  happy 
to  aay,  that  a  great  deal  had  already  been 
done  to  allay  the  differences  between  this 
country  and  Canada. 

Mr.  Roebuck  said,  as  be  had  the  same 
object  io  view  as  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, to  conciliate  all  parties,  and  as  be 
did  not  wish  to  interfere  with  existing 
negotiations,  he  should  not  press  his 
Motion ;  but  he  hoped  the  House  would 
allow  him  to  say  a  word  or  two  with 
regard  to  the  present  state  of  Canada. 
The  hon.  Baronet  said,  that  the  Assembly 
bad  done  much,  as  far  as  they  had  yet 
gotie,  to  allay  the  difierences  between 
Canada  and  the  Government.    He   was 
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glad  to  hear  that.  He  understood,  ihat 
the  Governor,  by  his  bearing  nod  conduct 
towards  the  House  of  Assembly,  h»d  done 
much  to  allay  those  differences.  He 
believed  that  Lord  Gosford,  in  his  capacity 
of  Governor-generp.l,  had,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, done  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
conciliate  the  people  of  Lower  Canada, 
and  reconcile  ihcm  to  the  Governmein  of 
this  country;  an  I  he  understood  tl) -i  Ihe 
means  which  had  enabled  the  nobk  ..urd 
to  do  this  were  in  no  slight  degree  attri- 
butable to  ihe  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Dublin.  With  that  hon.  and  learned 
Member  he  had  had  no  communication, 
but  as  the  learned  Gentleman  was  so 
often  spoken  of  as  wishing  to  create  con- 
fusion, he  was  happy  to  be  able  to  say, 
that  in  this  case  the  learned  Member's 
name  and  recommendation  had  been  the 
harbinger  of  peace,  and  had  done  much 
to  maintain  the  connexion  subsinting  be- 
tween this  country  and  Canada.  He 
knew  that  the  good  word  of  the  hon,  and 
learned  Gentleman  did  prepare  the  agi- 
tated minds  of  the  people  of  Lower 
Canada  (for  the  hon,  and  learned  Mem- 
ber possessed  a  great  moral  influence 
there,  as  well  as  among  his  own  country- 
men) to  receive  with  great  confidence  all 
the  advances  of  Lord  Gosford,  and  he 
was  happy  that  the  noble  Lord,  acting  in 
the  spirit  of  his  Majesty's  Government, 
had  done  ail  In  his  power  to  conciliate 
the  people.  He  was  sorry  that  by  doing 
so  Lord  Gosford  had  incurred  the  virulent 
abuse  of  a  party  opposed  to  the  people. 
By  the  exercise  of  a  little  common  cour- 
tesy, and  by  displaying  a  wish  to  conci- 
liate the  people,  the  noble  Lord  had  raised 
up  in  the  minds  of  a  party  calling  itself 
constitutional  and  English,  the  greatest 
possible  enmity,  but  he  anticipated  Mr. 
Speaker's  objection  to  this  course  of  ob- 
servatioD,  and  would  not  proceed.  He 
could  not  avoid  expressing  his  approba- 
tion of  the  Governor- general  in  acting  in 
the  spirit  of  the  instructions  of  the 
Government,  and  he  trusted  the  noble 
Lord's  exertions  would  be  crowned  with 
success.  In  cooclusioo,  he  begged  leave 
to  withdraw  his  Motion. 

State  of  the  Madrithjs.]  Mr, 
Roebuck  rose  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  stale  of 
the  administration  of  justice  in  the  Mauri- 
tius ;  and  be  was  sure,  after  stating  the 
extraordinary  circumstances  on  which  he 
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founded  his  Motion,  he  should  not  be  re- 
fused that  Committee  of  inquiry  which 
they  imperaiively  demanded.  He  knew 
that  at  the  outset  he  hnd  a  great  difBcully 
to  encounter,  arising  from  the  apathy 
which  somehow  prevailed  in  that  House 
respecting  our  distant  possessions:  it  was 
an  agreeable  thing  to  extend  dominion, 
but  a  disagreeable  thing  to  govern  fresh- 
ac<juired  possessions  properly.  But  he 
hoped  he  should  not  appeal  to  that  House 
in  vain  for  justice,  when  be  unfolded  to 
them  a  system  of  corruption  and  misrule 
which  the  Colonial  annals  of  England 
hardly  could  parallel.  He  was  about  to 
bring  charges  of  no  ordinary  import,  in- 
volving three  successive  governors;  and 
wliile  he  appeared  as  a  suppliant  for  jus< 
tice  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitant!  of  the 
Mauritius,  be  Blood  also  In  the  character 
or  defender  of  British  commerce  in  that 
colony,  for  it  was  well  known  that  a  great 
number  of  merchants  had  memorialized 
the  Government  on  the  subject,  seeing 
that  their  commerce  and  trade  were  alto- 
gether endangered,  in  consequence  oF  the 
corrupt  condition  of  the  Courts  of  Justice 
in  that  country.  All  he  had  to  do  being 
to  lay  sufBcient  ground  for  inquiry,  he 
would  not  attempt  to  prove  all  he  should 
assert,  although  he  bad  documents  suffi- 
cient to  do  80,  if  the  temper  and  feeling 
of  the  House  would  permit  him  to  enter 
St  length  into  all  the  complicated  trans- 
actions of  the  case:  he  should  content 
himself  with  establishing  such  a  case  of 
suspicion  as  called  for  inquiry,  and  that 
he  pledged  himself  to  do  before  he  com- 
pleted the  task  he  had  imposed  on  him- 
self. Before,  however,  entering  on  the 
statement  he  was  about  to  submit,  it  was 
necessary  he  should,  with  the  permission 
of  the  House,  make  certain  preliminary 
observations  respecting  the  stale  of  the 
island.  It  must  be  known  to  the  greater 
part  of  those  he  addressed,  that  the 
Mauritius  was  an  island  in  the  midst  of 
the  Indian  seas,  peculiarly  important  to 
our  commerce;  that  it  was  taken  by  the 
English  in  1810,  and  finally  ceded  to  this 
country  by  treaty  of  peace  in  1814.  Its 
population  was  about  IIO.ODO,  embracing 
50,000  slaves,  between  30,000  and  40,000 
free  coloured  population,  and  something  1  had  ini 
more  than  10,000  free  whites.  The  parties  [  trade. 
for  whom  he  appeared 
the  slave  population, 
coloured  free  poiihitior 
(jorlioM    of  the  tvhitts. 
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small  portion  of  the  whites  who  had 
been  enabled,  by  the  corrupt  state  of  the 
Courts,  to  domineer  over  the  others,  and  to 
turn  all  the  powers  of  the  Government  to 
their  own  personal  aud  corrupt  purposes. 
The  law  of  that  country  was  a  strange 
compound  of  the  old  Frencb  law,  the 
ordinances  of  the  French  authorities,  and 
the  edicts  of  the  English  Government, 
For  the  administration  of  this  law  three 
separate  sets  of  officers  were  established — 
legislative,  administrative,  and  judicial 
functionaries.  The  legislative  function- 
aries were  the  Governor  and  the  Legislative 
Council ;  the  executive  comprised  the  Go- 
vernor and  the  Executive  Council;  while 
the  judicial  branch  was  composed  of  two 
parts — Courts  of  the  first  instance  and 
the  Supreme  Court.  As  soon  as  the  colony 
came  mto  the  possession  of  the  English, 
they  were  desirous  of  putting  down  sla- 
very, and  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the 
slave  population.  With  that  view  slave 
trading  was  declared  a  felony,  and  in 
order  to  create  something  like  impartiality 
in  their  favour,  an  Order  in  Council  was 
passed,  in  consequence  of  a  Resolution  of 
that  House,  to  the  efiect  that  no  governor, 
judge,  or  registrar  of  slaves — that,  in  fact, 
no  person,  in  any  way  whatever  connected 
with  the  administration  of  justice — should 
hold  any  species  of  slave  property,  either 
directly,  in  trust,  or  mortgage.  Now,  he 
had  to  charge  the  whole  body  of  those 
functionaries  with  holding  slave  property. 
He  bad  to  charge  Sir  Charles  Colville, 
the  late  governor,  with  speculating  and 
creating  debts  in  slave  property.  He  had 
to  charge  Chief  Justice  Blaekburne;  he 
had  to  charge  Mr.  Dick ;  he  had  to  charge 
the  officers  of  the  Supreme  Court — in 
fact,  he  had  to  charge  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  functionaries  of  the  island  with  the 
same  gross  violation  of  that  Order  in 
Council.  It  was  his  duty  to  declare  to 
the  House  the  disastrous  consequences  of 
that  state  of  things ;  and  first  of  all  as 
to  its  effect  on  the  actual  existence  of  the 
law.  It  was  known,  at  least  to  Govern- 
ment, that  so  soon  as  this  country  obtained 
possession  of  the  Mauritius,  there  arose  a 
party  in  that  island  opposed  to  the  rule 
id  dominion  of  England,  because  she 
rfered  to  put  down  the  slave 
d  endeavoured  to  ameliorate  the 
of  the  slave  population.  When 
whole  of  the  the  Order  in  Council  to  which  he  hnd  re- 
il  a  very  large  ferred  l>ccanie  known,  the  feelings  of  op- 
But  there   was  a     jiosition  to  the  yoke  of  England  became 
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rnncli  stronger,  and  be  had  no  hetitaUon 
in  charging  them  with  having  committed 
acts  of  open  rebellion,  and  exciting  trea- 
sonable conspiracies  against  the  Govern- 
ment and  rule  of  this  country.  He 
charged  the  whole  of  the  functionaries  of 
that  country  with  being  cognizant  of  those 
offences,  without  reporting  ihem  to  the 
home  GoTernment.  He  had  undeniable 
proof  of  this  to  urge  before  the  Commit- 
tee. In  a  despatch  from  the  Secretary 
of  State— a  grave  and  solemn  document, 
to  which  was  attached  the  name  of  Lord 
Goderich,  now  Earl  of  Ripon — this  charge 
in  so  many  words  was  laid  to  their  accoanL 
It  so  happened  that  they  were  then  in- 
trusted with  making  some  alterations  in 
the  code  of  that  country,  and  they  altered 
It  so  as  to  create  (he  suspicion  in  the 
mind  of  the  Secretary  of  State  that  they 
did  so  with  the  sinister  purpose  of  favour- 
ing those  who  were  opposed  to  the  rule 
and  dominion  of  this  country.  The 
despatch  charged  the  local  authorities 
with  executing  the  task  confided  Iv  them 
in  a  spirit  of  bad  faith,  in  order  to  secure 
to  theseditious  impunity, at  least,  if  they 
failed  in  their  resistance  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  laws.  With  respect  to  the 
state  of  the  colony  at  this  titne,  the 
despatch  declared  that  armed  associations 
existed  expressly,  as  was  afienvards 
proved,  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  off 
the  English  dominion.  There  was  also 
then  sitting  the  Colonial  Committee,  which 
really  governed  the  colony,  and  of  whose 
proceedings  the  Government  at  home  had 
no  information.  There  was  not  the 
slightest  chance  of  justice  being  obtained 
by  any  one  who  was  not  in  some  way  con- 
nected with  that  Committee  or  armed 
body.  About  that  time  other  regulations 
were  made  in  England  respecting  slave 
property ;  a  registration  was  ordered  of 
all  the  slaves  in  the  colony,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discovering  whether  any  had  been 
illegally  imjiorled.  It  having  been  deter- 
mined by  the  Commissioners  of  Eastern 
Inquiry  that  a  large  body  of  slaves  had 
been  imported  after  the  cession  of  the 
colony,  who  were  consequently  legally 
free.  Sir  George  Murray  very  properly, 
and  with  great  benevolence  of  intention, 
threw  the  onus  of  proving  who  were  and 
who  were  not  free,  not  on  the  unfortunate 
slaves,  but  on  their  possessors.  In  con- 
Beqnence  of  that  regulation,  the  elave- 
botding  population  of  the  Mauritius  rose 
into  alinoito|)ei)  rebellion,  calling  on  their 


effect.  When  the  colony  was  in  that  e 
cited  state.  Government  sent  out  Mr. 
Jeremie,  and  his  evidence  was  worthy  of 
regard,  both  from  the  situation  he  for- 
merly held  as  Procureur- Genera  I  in  the 
Mauritius,  and  that  to  which  he  bad  re- 
cently been  appointed,  as  Puisne  Judge 
in  Ceylon.  Besides  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Jeremie,  he  should  have  to  adduce  that  of 
Mr.  Reddie,  to  which  no  objection  could 
be  made,  Government  having,  in  fact,  ap- 
pointed him  Chief  Justice  of  St.  Lucia. 
When  Mr.  Jeremie  went  out,  what  was 
the  conduct  of  the  governor,  the  execu- 
live  officers,  and  the  people  respectively  ? 
The  governor  and  ihe  executive  officers 
dreaded  the  appearance  amoug  them  of 
a  person  of  Mr.  Jeremie's  character, 
because  they  themselves  were  guilty 
of  infringing  a  most  stringent  law ; 
it  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  create 
some  difficulty  about  his  landing.  With 
this  view  armed  bodies  assembled,  and 
the  volunteers,  as  ihey  were  called, 
determined  that  Mr,  Jeremie  should  not 
be  allowed  to  set  foot  on  shore  ;  in  other 
words,  they  resolved  that  a  hi^h  officer, 
sent  out  by  the  Government  of  this 
conntry  to  administer  the  law  should  not 
land  in  the  Mauritius,  because  he  was 
supposed  to  be  the  bearer  of  certain  regu- 
lations, which  would  not  be  palatable  to 
the  owners  of  slave  property,  and  also 
because,  from  his  known  character,  it  was 
supposed  he  would  unDinchin^ly  do  his 
duty  in  the  office  to  which  he  had  been 
appointed.  Whilst  these  steps  were  taken 
by  the  insurgents  to  prevent  the  landing 
of  the  officer  sent  out  by  the  home  Go- 
vernment,what  was  the  conduct  of  Sir 
Charles  Coiville,  the  governor  of  the 
Island?  He  pretended  to  be  dreadfully 
alarmed,  turned  out  the  whole  of  the  mili- 
tary, stationed  fifty  men  in  his  own  house, 
to  protect  the  life  and  properly  of  the 
Governor;  but  at  the  same  time,  his  up- 
pre!iension,  as  it  will  seem,  extending 
only  to  the  idea  of  the  governor  in  the 
abstract,  and  not  to  the  governor  in  per- 
son, he  was  content  to  ride  aboui  tlie 
Island  in  broad  day,  attended  only  by  a 
single  aid-de-camp.  Mr.  Jeremie,  how- 
ever, effected  a  landing ;  and  shortly 
afterwards  it  became  necessary  tliat  he 
should  be  sworn  into  the  otbce  to  which 
he  bad  been  appointed.  The  Judge, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  perform  this  office, 
I  refuted  to  iidinioiiteT  the  oath.    Mr.  Jere- 
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mie  presented  bimself,  but  the  Judg;e  posi- 
tively refused  to  swear  him.  What,  under 
these  circumttancei,  was  the  course  taken 
by  ihe  go»ernor?  Did  he  suspend  the 
Judge  who  treated  the  authority  of  the 
home  Government  with  bo  little  respect? 
Did  the  Chief  Justice  remonstrate?  No, 
What  course  then  was  taken  ?  Why  Mr. 
Jeremie  was  sent  home,  as  it  were,  in  dis- 
grace ;  and  for  no  other  reason  than  because 
it  was  supposed  by  ibe  colonists  that  he 
would  endeavour  to  cany  into  eifect  the 
views  and  intentions  of  the  home  Govern- 
ment. Was  it  to  be  pretended  that  the 
governor  of  a  colony  was  justified  in 
acting;  in  such  a  manner  ?  or  would  it  be 
maintained,  tiiat  a  Governor  so  acting 
ought  not  only  to  be  removed  from  his 
government,  but  also  to  be  dismissed  from 
the  service  in  which  he  held  rank?  He 
contended  that  the  conduct  of  Sir  Charles 
Colville,  as  regarded  bis  treatment  of  the 
officer  sent  out  by  the  home  Government, 
was  criminal ;  and  th;it  was  one  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  be  should  rest  his 
Motion  for  a  Committee  of  Inquiry.  Well, 
Mr.  Jeremie  came  home,  was  again  de- 
spatched to  the  Mauritius,  and  again  as 
speedily  returned,  when  the  feeling  of  the 
home  Government  was  so  far  aroused,  that 
Sir  Charles  Colville  was  removed  from  the 
government  of  the  Island,  and  Sir  William 
Nicolay  appointed  to  succeed  him.  Wben 
this  change  had  been  effected,  Mr.  Jeremie 
was  again  sent  out,  and  what  was  the  con- 
dition of  the  colony  when  he  arrived?  The 
Government  of  the  Island  was  actually 
vested  in  the  hands  of  what  was  called  the 
Colonial  Committee — that  was  to  say,  a 
Committee  formed  for  the  express  purpose 
of  thwarting  the  designs  or  resisting  the 
autliority  of  the  home  Government;  whilst 
at  the  same  time  an  extensive  conspiracy 
had  been  entered  into  throughout  the  Is- 
land, by  mcansof  which, under  the  pretence 
of  puttmg  down  the  slave  insurrection,  it 
was  hoped  effectual  steps  might  be  taken 
to  throw  cif  the  yoke  of  England.  He 
was  in  possession  of  decisive  evidence  upon 
that  point — evidence  which  he  would  not 
then  detain  the  House  in  detailing,  but 
which  be  had  a  riglit  to  mention  as  forming 
a  good  ground  for  inquiry.  Furthermore  he 
charu'cd  the  whole  of  the  executive  Govern- 
ment will)  being  cognizant  of  the  real  state 
'il  he  colony,  and  or  iaking  no  stepnbat- 
e  to  put  di.wn  the  i<  bellion  which  ihey 
k.-' './  to  exist.  Ho  dow  came  to  auothec 
point  gf  tbe  lubjecl,  one  in  which  the 


noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Stanley)  was 
materially  implicated.  As  he  had  already 
stated,  a  charge  of  treason  was  made 
against  the  authorities  in  the  Mauritius 
by  Lord  Goderich,  in  a  despatch  which 
bore  that  noble  Lord's  signature :  but  be 
had  every  reason  to  believe  that  that  dis- 
patch was  not  sent  out  until  after  the 
noble  Lord  (Stanley)  opposite  had  received 
the  seals  of  the  Colonial-office.  What 
was  the  course  taken  by  the  noble  Lord  I 
For  a  whole  year  he  left  the  Island  of  the 
Mauritius  without  a  single  despatch.  In 
other  words,  he  left  the  population  of  that 
Island  to  have  justice  administered  to 
them  by  Judges  whose  character  had  been 
impeached  by  the  highest  authority  in  the 
kingdom — allowed  the  fountain  of  Justice 
to  be  poisoned  in  its  source — destroyed 
the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  Go- 
vernment of  England — and  did  as  much 
as  possible  to  destroy  the  power  and  cha- 
racter of  this  country  in  her  colonies.  Bitt 
not  content  with  this  criminal  negligence 
in  the  first  instance,  when  a  whole  year 
had  been  allowed  to  pass  over  without  in- 
quiry, the  noble  Lord  became  as  crimi- 
nally hasty  in  the  proceedings  be  adopted; 
fur  without  any  inquiry,  without  any  pub- 
lic investigation,  be  exculpated  the  Judges 
whose  conduct  his  predecessor  iu  office 
had  denounced,  and  continued  them  in  a 
situation  which  his  predecessor  bad  de- 
clared they  were  unHt  to  fill.  Thus  the 
noble  Lord  combined  in  one  act  nearly  all 
the  faults  of  which  a  statesman  could  be 
guilty;  and  he  must  say,  that  here  agaia 
he  had  the  key  of  the  noble  Lord's  con- 
duct, when  he  found  him  alike  iu  Ireland, 
in  America,  in  Africa,  and  in  a  remote 
island  in  the  Indian  Sea,  the  friend  of  des- 
potism, and  the  fomentor  of  discord,  and 
the  advocate  of  bigotry.  During  the  long 
period  of  twelve  months  (if  he  might  imi- 
tate the  gentle  and  generous  style  of 
insinuation  adopted  by  the  noble  Lord 
the  other  evening),  he  would  not  take 
upon  himself  to  say  how  the  noble  Lord's 
time  might  have  been  employed.  It 
might  have  been  in  forging  chains  for 
tbe  people  of  Ireland,  whom  he  had  ex- 
cited to  rebellion — it  might  have  been  in 
framing  coercive  laws  for  the  people  of 
North  America,  whom  he  had  also  goaded 
into  a  state  of  incipient  insurrection  ;  but, 
however  it  might  have  been  employed,  it 
was  certain  the  noble  Lord  had  left  the 
adrainistiation  of  justice  in  the  island  of 
MauriUui  in  the  binds  of  Judg«i  whota 
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conduct  bad  beea  declared  by  Lord  Gode- 
Tich  to  be  not  only  illegal,  but  treasonable. 
When  Mr.  Jeremie  was,  at  length,  per- 
mitted to  commence  his  inqniries,  he  dis- 
covered why  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  island 
waa  in  the  power  of  the  conspirators — he 
discovered  that  the  Chief  Justice  nas  a 
possessor  of  slave  property  to  a  very  con- 
siderable extent.  Acting,  therefore,  on 
the  Roman  taw,  which  was  the  law  of  the 
island,  that  the  Judges  should  be  omni 
exceplione  majores,  he  objected  to  them 
every  one,  with  the  exception  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam' Nicolay,  being  slave  proprietors. 
With  respect  to  Mr.  Dick,  he  wouid  say, 
that  he  bad  been  auditor  of  the  public 
accounts  in  the  Mauritius  at  the  time  of 
the  defalcation  in  the  accounts  of  Mr. 
Theodore  Hooke.  He  wss  dismissed  from 
office  on  that  occasion,  but  by  some  sud- 
den change  he  who  was  dismissed  asauditor 
of  accounts  soon  after  turned  up  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  colony.  This  Mr.  Dick 
was  indebted  to  all  those  parties  whose 
fitness  as  Judges  he  was  one  of  those  ap- 
pointed to  try.  Any  comment  on  that 
subject  was  unnecessary  on  his  (Mr,  Roe- 
buck's) part,  Aa  to  Sir  William  Nicolay, 
be  was  a  soldier,  and  it  would  not  be  fair 
to  expect  from  him  to  be  well  versed  in 
legal  matters.  But  it  was  not  too  much 
to  expect  that  he  should  be  acquainted 
with  the  common  principles  of  Justice. 
What  course  bad  he  taken?  He  shut 
his  Court  of  Inquiry,  made  the  inquiry  a 
private  one,  and  thus  shut  out  the  prose- 
cutor, Mr.  Jeremie.  He  had  the  witnesses 
examined  separately,  without  giving  to 
Mr.  Jeremie  the  opportunity  of  hearing 
them ;  and,  under  such  circumstances,  it 
would  not  giirprtse  the  House  to  learn 
that  the  result  of  the  investigation  was  a 
decision  against  the  Procureur-general. 
He  did  not  charge  Sir  William  Nicolay 
with  corruption,  but  he  did  charge  him 
with  a  gross  violation  of  the  principles  of 
justice,  which  his  experience  at  a  drum- 
head court-martial  might  have  taught  him. 
The  charge  against  the  Judges  was,  as 
might  have  been  expected  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, negatived,  and  a  charge  was 
made  against  Mr,  Jeremie  for  having 
brought  it.  Now,  what  was  the  ground 
of  Mr.  Jeremie's  objection  to  the  Judges  ? 
Heobjectedontheground  of  the  ordinance 
of  1 826,  by  which  it  was  declared  that  no 
proprietororslaves,orBnybotder,directlyor 
mdirectly,  of  slave  property,  could  exercise 
the  office  of  Judge,  or  protector  of  slavea, 


or  could  hold  iheofRceofFiscal  or  Attomey- 
Oeneral,  or  be  a  Bishop  or  Clergyman  in 
the  colony.  The  Chief  Justice  isas  a 
slave  proprietor,  but  how  had  he  got  rid 
of  the  property  in  them?  Was  it  by  pub- 
lic and  open  sale  in  the  market  ?  Nothing 
of  the  kind.  They  were  disposed  of  by 
notarial  agreement  to  a  person  who  could 
not  have  been  the  bond  fide  purchaser  of 
property  worth  about  6,000/.,  as  he  had 
declared  himself  not  worth  300/.  The 
consideration  given  for  tbem  was  by  a 
note  of  hand  at  a  long  date,  and  bearing 
interest  at  five  per  cent.  The  fact  was, 
the  Judge  retained  in  this  way  his  interest 
in  the  slave  property,  which  he  would 
contend  was  a  fraud  on  his  part.  It  was 
a  fraud  B^ravated  by  the  fact  of  his  being 
sworn  to  the  due  administration  of  justice, 
and  whose  conduct  should  be  not  only 
free  from  blame,  but  above  all  suspicion. 
The  notarial  document  was  afterwards 
discovered,  and  the  opinion  of  Judi;e 
Reddie  upon  it  was  transferred  to  the 
governor.  That  opinion  stated,  that  Mr, 
Blackbume,  the  CtiiefJuslice,  according 
to  his  own  statement,  had  signed  a  false 
notarial  agreement,  in  ordrr  to  enable  him 
to  hold  his  situation  as  Judge,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  derive  a  profit  from  slave 
property.  The  Judge's  opinion  on  this 
matter  left  the  Governor  no  pussible  way 
of  avoiding,  consistently  with  his  duty, 
the  vindication  of  the  law.  But  what  had 
been  the  consequence  of  t^ose  proceedings 
to  Mr,  Jeremie  and  Mr.  Reddie  ?  Why, 
a  despatch  was  sent  out  by  the  noble  Lord 
(Stanley)  in  which  the  Governor  of  the 
colony  was  informed  that  those  who  had 
brought  charges  which  they  could  not 
substantiate  should  be  suspended,  and 
the  result  was,  that  Mr.  Jeremie  and  Mr. 
Reddie  were  sent  home.  There  were  sooo 
after  successive  changes  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Colonial  Department. 
The  immediate  successor  of  the  noble 
Lord  was  the  present  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  went  one  step  further 
than  bis  predecessor,  and  declared  that 
the  Judges  against  wliom  tbe  charges  had 
been  brought  were  free  from  any  stain 
with  respect  to  those  charges.  The  nnble 
Lord,  the  present  Colonial  Secretary,  went 
still  further,  and  re-appointed  Mr. 
d'Epinay  as  Procureur-gtneral,  from 
which  situation  he  had  formerly  been 
dismissed  by  Lord  Goderich,  as  holiling 
slave  properly,  and  was  under  the  late 
Abolition  Act  entitled  to  compensation  as 
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a  slave  onaei.  The  noble  Lord  should, 
before  he  restored  him,  have  made  himself 
acquaiDted  vith  the  cause  for  which  he 
had  formerly  been  removed.  If  the 
colony  bad  been  restored  to  a  tranquil 
state,  he  might  say  that  these  were  evils 
out  of  which  good  had  arisea,  but  he 
would  ask  what  was  the  state  of  the  colony 
at  the  present  moment?  He  called  upon 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the 
Tower  Hamlets,  as  well  as  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Weymouth  to  bear  witness  upon 
that  point.  He  wished  the  hon.  Member 
for  Weymouth  to  state  to  the  House  the 
consequences  of  the  ordonnance  issued  by 
this  very  faction  now  in  power  against  the 
whole  population  of  Mauritius;  and  he 
would  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Tower 
Hamleis  to  stale  his  opinion  of  the  con- 
sequences of  the  determination  come  to 
by  the  Chief  Justice?  Why,  would  the 
House  believe  that  by  that  ordonnance 
the  whole  intentions  of  the  British  Legis. 
lature  respecting  the  slave  population  had 
been  frustrated — that  by  it  slavery  had 
been  re-established  in  Mauritius,  and  not 
merely  slavery,  but  the  slave  trade  ?  Nay 
more — hy  that  ordonnance  every  free 
labourer  was  in  fact  made  a  slave  ;  for  if 
any  servant  could  not  get  employment 
within  a  month,  it  was  directed  by  this 
ordonnance  that  he  should  either  be  ban- 
ished from  the  island  or  become  an  ap- 
prentice. Could  anything  be  a  more 
gross  violation  of  the  intention  of  the 
Legislature  ?  In  consequence  of  that 
ordonnance  the  press  had  been  put  down 
in  that  colony;  the  editor  of  the  only 
paper  in  the  colony  which  advocated  the 
cause  of  the  free  and  coloured  population 
and  of  the  slaves,  had  been  condemned 
in  a  fine  of  50/.  for  a  libel  against  the 
Procure  ur- general,  and  the  Gne  not  being 
paid,  the  man  was  hauished,  and  the 
paper  suppressed.  He,  therefore,  con- 
tended that  the  transactions  in  that  colony 
required  immediate  investigation.  Every 
one  of  the  facts  he  had  stated  be  pledged 
himself  to  prove  before  a  Committee  by 
official  documents.  He  now  came  to 
what  he  conceived  was  the  strongest 
point  in  his  case.  Mr,  Jeremie  hadbeen 
liilely  appointed  as  a  Puisne  Judge  at 
Ceylon.  Before  his  appointment  it  was 
Stated  to  the  heads  of  the  Colonial  De- 
partment that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
delrgatcs  now  in  this  country,  sent  from 
the  Mauritius  by  the  people  of  that  colony, 
to  bring  this  case  before  PtirliameDt.    It 
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was  stated  also  that  Mr.  Jeremte's  attend- 
ance was  absolutely  necessary,  as  a  wit- 
ness, to  make  out  that  case,  and  it  was, 
therefore,  requested  of  the  Colonial 
Minister  that  Mr.  Jeremie  might  not  be 
sent  away.  In  spite  of  this  information, 
the  Government  chose  to  appoint  Mr. 
Jeremie  a  Judge  at  Ceylon,  and  ordered 
him  to  secure  a  passage,  by  which  certain 
expenses  were  incurred.  Still  the  dele- 
gates reiterated  their  statement  that  they 
required  Mr.  Jeremie  as  a  witness,  and 
that  he  ought  not  to  be  spirited  away. 
When  this  expense  was  created  the  head 
of  the  Colonial-office  and  not  till  then, 
(thinking  probably  that  the  delegates — 
would  not  be  able  to  get  over  the  diffi- 
culty of  the  expense),  said  that  he  could 
not  in  fact  relieve  Mr.  Jeremie ;  but  that 
if  he  were  willing  to  stay,  well;  but  if  so 
the  Colonial-office  could  not  consent  to 
pay  his  expenses.  Mr.  Jeremie  was  ap- 
plied to,  and  declared  his  willingness  to 
remain,  and  the  delegates  then  offered  to 
pay  his  expenses.  Would  the  British 
House  of  Commons  believe  that  the 
people  of  a  distant  colonial  possession, 
after  sending  delegates  to  England  to 
demand  of  the  Legislature  inquiry  into  and 
redress  of  their  grievances,  were  con- 
demned to  pay  1,000/.  for  the  attendance 
of  one  witness — 1,000/.  of  unnecessary 
expense,  created  by  the  Colonial- office, 
and  paid  in  hard  money  to  the  head  of 
that  office?  Could  the  Government, 
after  that,  deny  the  inquiry  demanded? 
It  was  impossible.  If  they  really  did 
mean  to  refuse  a  Committee,  it  would  but 
have  been  decent  and  merciful  to  have 
told  (he  delegates  of  that  intention  when 
they  applied  to  the  Colonial -office,  to 
prevent  Mr.  Jeremie  being  sent  away.  It 
was  well  knowD  thatif  the  Government  had 
intended  to  grant  a  Committee,  that  hav- 
ing a  working  majority  in  the  House, 
ibey  could  have  done  so;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  if  they  had  intended  to  deny 
a  Committee,  they  could  have  equally 
succeeded;  therefore  it  would  have  been 
but  honest  and  decent  to  have  said  either 
that  they  did  intend  to  grant  it,  or  that 
they  did  not.  Having  paid,  contrary  to 
all  rules  of  British  justice,  and  contrary, 
he  was  sure,  to  the  feelings  of  the  British 
people  and  of  that  House,  1,000/.  for 
their  witness,  it  was  impossible  that  the 
Government  could  deny  the  Commitlee 
now  asked  for.  He  would  affirm,  then, 
that  he  had  made  out  a  case  for  inquiry  ; 
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first,  on  the  ground  of  the  strong  c  m- 
plaials  of  the  people  of  the  Maurit  us ; 
secondly,  on  the  ground  of  the  chatges 
which  had  heen  brought  by  an  individual 
holding  an  official  situation  in  the  island 
against  the  whole  administration  of  justice 
in  that  country;  and,  thirdly,  he  had 
made  out  a  case  for  a  Committee  by  his 
statement  of  the  conduct  of  Lord  Glenelg 
tnd  the  Colonial- office.  He  could  not 
by  possibility  suppose  that  the  House 
would  deny  all  justice  to  the  colonies  of 
this  kingdom  ;  and  that  our  dominion, 
instead  of  being,  what  it  ought  to  be,  the 
dominion  of  a  great  and  civilised  nation, 
spreading  her  protecting  flag  over  hec 
remotest  dependencies,  should  be  in  the 
eyes  of  our  colonies  and  of  Europe  merely 
a  tyrant  and  despotic  holder  of  power  for 
her  own  selfish  ends—not  an  intelligent 
and  honest  nation,  making  her  Govern- 
ment beloved  as  well  as  feared.  He 
wished  honour  to  his  country,  but  that 
honour  would  not  accrue  if  instances  of 
this  kind  were  allowed  to  pass  without 
investigation  and  without  redress.  The 
Government  ought  not  to  fear  inquiry  {first, 
because  it  ought  not  to  do  anything  which 
it  was  afraid  should  see  the  light;  and 
secondly,  because  if  anything  were  done 
by  any  public  officers  that  was  complained 
of,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
inquire  into,  and  afibrd  redress.  Redress 
ought  not  to  be  refused  because  the  par- 
ties complaining  were  at  a  distance  from 
oar  shores.  If  the  colonies  derived  pro- 
tection from  this  country  on  the  one  hand, 
ao,  on  the  other,  they  rendered  services  to 
oa;  and  rendering  us  those  services,  we 
owed  to  them  the  obligation  of  giving 
them  fair  and  impartial  justice.  On  the 
ground  of  justice,  and  of  nothing  else, 
he  demanded  an  investigation  into  the 
charges  which  he  had  made. 

Sir  Qeorge  Grey ;  I  can  assure  the 
bon.  and  learned  Member  and  the  House, 
that  from  the  experience  which  I  have  had 
in  the  Colonial  Department,  I  have  not 
witnessed  that  apathy  which  he  seems 
"^  to  attribute  to  the  people  of  this  country, 
with  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  British 
i^looies.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  found, 
and  t  do  not  say  it  in  the  language  of 
complaint,  for  I  rejoice  at  it,  that  there  is 
scarcely  a  case  of  abuse,  or  an  alleged 
offence,  committed  by  any  individual  in 
office  in  our  colonies,  which  does  not  find 
its  way  to  the  House  of  Commons;  and 
looking  back  only  to  the  last  Session,  I 


may  say  that  sufficient  evidence  has  been 
afforded  of  the  readiness  on  the  part  of 
this  House  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  in- 
vestigate charges  connected  with  the 
government  of  our  colonies,  when  grounds 
for  such  an  investigation  were  laid  before 
them.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
therefore,  in  bringing  this  question  before 
the  House,  has  adopted  that  course  which 
is  the  most  sure  to  promote  the  ends  of 
justice;  for  if,  after  hearing  the explana- 
tions  which  it  will  be  my  duty  to  submit 
to  the  House,  sufficient  grounds  for  an 
inquiry  still  remain,  the  proposed  investi- 
gation will,  doubtless,  be  acceded  to; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  if,  as  I  antici- 
pate, those  explanations  should  be  satis- 
factory, I  am  confident  the  House  will  not 
be  disposed  to  take  a  step  calculated  to 
revive  animosities  now  happily  allayed, 
and  to  check  that  healthy  current  of 
affairs  which  in  the  Mauritius  has  suc- 
ceeded to  the  disorder  end  confusion 
which  recently  prevailed  there.  The 
House  ought  to  be  convinced  that  the  ap- 
poiolment  of  the  Committee  would  he  at- 
tended by  a  beneficial  result,  and  that  it 
would  not  have  the  effect  of  disturbing 
social  order,  interrupting  commercial  pros- 
perity, and  producing  those  very  evils,  on 
tbe  termination  of  which  we  have  been 
sincerely  congratulating  ourselves.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  alluded 
to  the  traffic  in  slaves  which  formerly 
prevailed  in  Mauritius.  I  fully  concur 
with  bim  in  reprobating  that  traffic  in  the 
strongest  terms,  and  I  deeply  lament  that 
it  should  ever  have  been  tolerated  by  any 
civiliued  country.  It  is,  however,  well 
known  that  Mauritius,  till  the  period  of  its 
conquest  in  1810,  was  a  French  colony, 
and  up  to  that  time  the  slave-trade  was  in 
full  operation,  unchecked  by  any  law.  It  rs 
not  a  matter  of  surprise,  with  the  facilities 
afforded  from  its  situation  and  other  cir- 
cumstances, that  on  the  colony  coming 
into  OUT  possession  in  a  time  of  war,  the 
practice  should  not  immediately  have  been 
put  a  stop  to ;  nor  am  I  disposed  to  think 
(hat  the  measures  taken  by  the  local  au- 
thorities for  this  purpose  were  proper,  or 
that  existing  regulations  were  enforced  ia 
the  manner  in  which  they  ought  to  hava 
been. 

The  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Eastern  Inquiry,  in  1828,  on  this  subject, 
I  affords  melancholy  and  convincing  proof 
of  theextent  of  the  traffic  after  Ibe  island 
came  into  our  possession,  though  ihat  Ro 
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port  statea  that  the  evil  did  not  exist,  ex- 
cept in  very  few  instances,  after  the  year 
1821,  aqd  no  doabt  can  be  entertained  of 
the  efficiency  of  the  measures  which  have 
been  adopted  in  late  years  by  his  Majesty's 
Government  for  its  complete  suppression. 
I  am  anxious,  therefore,  not  to  go  back  to 
those  limes  for  the  purpose  of  criminating 
parties  who  have  already  incurred  severe 
censure,  while  no  evil  for  the  future  re- 
mains to  be  remedied.  The  ban.  Gentle- 
man, however,  has  brought  a  charge 
against  his  Majesty's  present  Government, 
H  connected  with  this  subject,  which  I  am 
happy  to  have  an  opportunity  of  meeting. 
He  has  staled,  as  a  fact,  and  a  similar 
statement  appears  to  have  been  made  at  a 
recent  meeting  in  Birmingham  by  tbehon, 
and  learned  Member  for  Birmingham,  and 
no  doubt  the  ban.  Member  believes  it  to 
be  true,  as  I  myself  almost  did  when  I  Grst 
heard  it,  that  Sir  George  Murray,  in  1 829, 
on  his  attention  being  directed  to  the  case 
of  ildves  illegally  imported  into  Mauritius, 
had  sent  orders  to  the  colony  for  the  re- 
lease of  the  persons  so  circumstanced, 
accompanied  by  a  direction,  that  the  onus 
of  proof  should  be  thrown  on  the  master, 
and  not  on  the  slave.  It  has  been  further 
stated,  that  succeeding  Governments, 
including  the  members  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment, have  not  only  done  nothing  in 
addition  to  what  Sir  George  Murray  is 
supposed  to  have  done,  but  actually  re- 
(cinded  the  orders  of  that  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  Now,  what  are  the  real  facts 
of  iha  case?  The  very  first  directions 
issued  subsequently  to  the  Report  of  the 
CommisEioners  of  Inquiry  in  1828,  on 
this  subject,  are  contained  in  a  Despatch 
to  the  Govemorof  the  Mauritius  from  the 
Earl  of  Ripoo,  dated  the  14th  of  January, 
1831,  being  about  seven  or  eight  weeLs 
after  he  took  office  as  a  member  of  Lord 
Grey's  tjovernment.  Rumours  of  the 
auppoied  intention  of  the  late  Government 
had  reached  the  Mauritius,  and  memorials 
were  in  consequence  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  answer  to  which 
Lord  Ripon  wrote  the  Despatch,  in  which 
be  expressed  the  following  sentiments  : — 
His  Majesty's  Government  must  at  once 
iqect,  U  altogether  inadmissible,  all  that 
reasoning  in  some  of  the  memonHli  transmit- 
ted hy  you,  which  point  to  the  coDcloaion,  that 
negrves  illegally  imported  are  to  be  deemed 
dw  property  of  those  who  now  hold  tfaem  in 
slavery,  and  that  every  declaration  of  iheii  free- 
don  miaht  be  denounced  as  a  violation  of  the 
rigbt*  of  ptopetty.    In  no  sense  of  tlte  word, 


moral  or  legal,  are  these  individuals  the  pro- 
perly of  any  man.  They  were  conaiftnad  to 
slavery  in  direct  conlrsvention  of  the  law,  and 
their  title  to  freedom  is  ss  absolute  and  uq> 
deniable  as  that  of  any  while  inhabitant  of  Ihe 
King's  dominions.  It  may  be  difficult,  and 
in  lome  cases  impossible,  to  prove  the  claims 
to  freedom  which  individual  negroes  msy  set 
up  on  the  ground  of  illegal  importation  and 
slavery  of  themselves  or  their  parents ;  bat  lo 
argue  that  any  persons  who  conld  establish 
their  identity  as  bavingbean  illegally  imported, 
are  the  propeityof  those  who  may  now  happen 
to  hold  them  in  slavery,  is  to  maintain  that 
the  Act  abolishin;;  Ibe  slave-trade  is  not  the 
law  of  England,  and  that  the  distant  depend- 
encies of  the  Crown  may  set  it  at  nought  with 
im|tuDity.  However  willing,  therefore,  his 
Majesty's  Government  may  be  to  overlook  the 
sort  of  menace  o(  resistance  which  the  Ian> 
guage  of  some  of  the  memorials  implies,  as 
emanating  from  exciled  feelings  and  real  fearSf 
it  is  my  bounden  duty  to  state  to  you  explicitly, 
that  any  decision  lo  which  the  Govern ment 
may  come  in  this  matter,  must  be  founded  on 
the  peremptory  denial  of  a  pretension  so  utleriy 
untenable  in  itself,  and  so  abhorrent  from  the 
universal  feelings  of  the  British  nation.  I 
make  this  declaration  of  principle,  in  order 
that  no  miiunderstanding  may  eiist  upon  • 
point  which  involves  the  whole  essence  of  the 
question;  and  these  negroes  being  thus  indu- 
bitably free,  every  consideration  of  justice, 
humanity,  and  policy,  requires  that  they  should 
possess  all  reasonable  facility  in  establishing 
their  freedom  ; — I  say  all  reasonable  facility, 
because  I  am  not  insensible  to  the  difficulties 
with  which  the  adjustment  of  the  question  is 
surrounded,  and  because  the  object  which  his 
Majesty's  Government  has  in  view  is  the 
settlement  of  substantial  claims,  not  the  en- 
couragement of  an  indiscriminate  assertion  of 
those  which  are  unfounded.  We  cannot  suffer 
a  grievous  wrong  to  exist  without  endeavoura 
ing  to  remove  it ;  but  we  do  not  desire  to  effect 
out  purpose  of  doing  right  to  one  class,  by 
any  process  which  may  unnecessarily  infiict 
real  injury  upon  another. 
On  this  subject,  then.  Lord  Ripon  ex- 
pressed himself  as  fully,  clearly,  and  dia- 
tinctly  as  any  hon.  Member,  however 
lealouB  in  this  cause,  could  possibly  de- 
sire. 

1  shall  now  proceed  to  consider  the 
charges  brought  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  against  the  present  Government, 
and  those  recently  concerned  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Colonial  Department. 
It  has  been  alleged,  that  from  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Courts,  British  interests  are 
compromised,  and  allusion  has  been  made 
to  a  memorial  from  certain  merchants  con- 
nected with  the  Mauritius ;  but  that  me- 
morial could  have  no  reference  to  the  ex- 
istJDf;  itate  of  the  Courts  in  that  ColgB^, 
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Eear,  and  cbangei  have  since  that  time 
een  carried  into  effect.  It  is  true  there 
are  too  Courts — a  Court  of  Firtt  Instance, 
and  a  Supreme  CouTt,  or  Court  of  Appeal ; 
and  it  has  been  thought  desirable  that  the 
latter,  which  exercises  a  general  control 
and  supeiintendence  over  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  in  that  colony,  should  con- 
tain a  preponderance  of  English  Judges 
unconnected  with  any  local  interest.  At 
the  head  of  this  Court  is  Mr.  Wilson,  a 
gentleman  of  great  experience  and  of 
doubted  talent  and  integrity  ;  and  next  to 
him  is  Mr.  Villiers  Surtees,  who  foe  a  con- 
uderabie  time  filled  the  oSice  of  Protector 
of  Slaves  in  the  West  Indies  with  tbi 
greatest  zeal  and  perseverance,  and  wh( 
was  appointed  to  his  present  office  by  the 
Earl  of  Aberdeen.  Against  these  gentle- 
men not  the  slightest  imputation  has  been 
thrown  out,  and  they  are  unquestionably 
competent  so  to  administer  the  law  as  to 
secure  justice  being  done  to  all  classes  in 
the  colony.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman has  said,  that  the  Courts  are  en- 
tirely under  the  influence  of  a  faction.  I 
deny  that  there  is  evidence  of  this.  To 
suppose,  indeed,  that  Judges  takea  from 
(he  Colonial  Bar  can  be  entirely  free  from 
Colonial  views,  would  be  to  suppose  human 
nature  different  from  what  it  actually  is; 
hut  it  was  not  from  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  that  I  should  have  expected  to 
have  heard  an  objection  made  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Colonial  Judge.  [Mr. 
Roebuck !  No !  No  1]— Then  the  hon.  aud 
learned  Gentleman  does  not  object  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Colonial  Judge.  Does 
he  object  to  the  appointment  of  two 
English  Judges  in  the  Supreme  Court? 
[Mr,  Roebuck '■  No.] — Then  I  cannot  un- 
derstand what  is  the  objection  of  the  hon. 
Geutleman.-~-[Mr.  Roebuck:  I  object  to 
the  Judges  being  slave  proprietors.] — But 
there  are  no  slaves  now  in  the  Mauritius. 
Slavery  has  been  abolished,  and  the  juris- 
diction of  cases  between  masters  and  their 
apprentices  has  been  placed  exclusively 
in  the  hands  of  special  Magistrates,  who 
cannot  have  even  an  interest  in  apprentice 
labour,  I  am  therefore  at  a  loss  to  know 
on  what  grounds  the  hon.  and  learned 
'Gentleman  maintains  his  objections.  The 
evils  of  which  he  complains  no  longer 
exist— disaffection  has  been  suppressed — 
all  parties  in  Mauritius,  with  a  very  few 
exceptions,  are  now  combining  together 
foi  tht  gwd  gf  the  ^olQayi  and  fUve 
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ihereTote  a  right  to  call  on  the  House  not 
to  re-open  those  wounds  which  are  now 
healed.  But  the  hon,  aud  learned  Gen- 
tleman  objects  to  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Jeremie  and  Mr,  Reddie,  and  calls  on  the 
House  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances 
connected  with  it.  The  proofs  on  which 
it  rests  are  these: — the  despatch  of  Lord 
Ripon,  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman read  to  the  House,  conveying  « 
heavy  censure  on  Mr.  Blackburne,  late 
Chief  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court;  and 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Jeremie  and  Mr. 
Reddie  contained,  I  presume,  in  a  pamph- 
let by  these  gentlemen,  circulated  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  distinctly  stated,  that  the  cen- 
sure conveyed  in  Lord  Ripon's  despatch 
is  unretracted.  I  almost  envy  him  the 
luxury  of  discovering  that  he  has  been 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  Mr.Blackbuine 
does  not,  in  fuel,  rest  under  the  censure 
which  he  imagmed  still  to  attach  to  him  ; 
and  I  must,  at  the  same  lime,  regret  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  should 
have  been  instructed  to  stand  up  in  this 
House  and  state  that  that  censure  had  not 
been  withdrawn,  when  it  might  have  been 
ascertained  by  those  who  instructed  him, 
that  such  was  not  the  case.  What  were 
the  circumstances  under  which  Lord  Ripon 
wrote  that  despatch?  It  was  necessary 
that  the  criminal  code  in  the  Mauritius 
should  he  revised.  This  task  was  com- 
mitted to  tha  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  the  Procureur- general,  ac- 
cording to  instructions  sent  out  for  that 
purpose.  After  a  time  the  revised  code 
was  sent  home  to  the  Coloniat-ofiice ; 
but,  from  some  cause  or  other,  without 
one  word  of  explanation,  and  without  the 
attention  of  the  Secretary  of  State  being 
directed  to  any  part  of  it,  it  was  sent 
home  in  French,  and  it  became  necessary 
to  collate  it  with  the  former  code,  in  order 
to  ascertain  whether  the  alterations  were 
in  accordance  with  the  instructions  sent 
out.'  In  comparing  the  new  code  with 
'  :  former  law,  it  appeared  that  there  was 
omission  of  the  very  enactments  which 
related  to  certain  treasonable  offences, 
and  by  which  omission  the  acts  of  certain 
parlies  in  the  island,  which  had  been 
matter  of  serious  complaint,  were  no  longer 
bject  to  punishment.  At  that  time  it 
was  the  duty  of  Lord  Ripon  to  vindieate 
the  King's  authority  in  the  colony,  and  to 
put  down,  with  a  strong  hand,  the  resist- 
aaw  which  bad  been  mad«  to  the  »ec«< 
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tioD  of  the  laws  respecting  slavery ;  and 
when  he  discovered  the  omission  in  the 
new  code  of  these  proriaionB,  expressly 
calculated  to  meet  the  existing  exig;enc;, 
he  wrote  the  despatch,  ia  which  he  im- 
puted a  wantof  good  faith  to  the  compilers 
of  that  code  After  a  coosiderable  lime 
an  ezplaDBtion  was  received  from  the 
Mauritius,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the 
two  principal  articles,  the  omission  of 
which  had  induced  Lord  Ripon  to  express 
himself  severely  (andas  justly  as  severely, 
if  the  fact  had  been  as  it  originally  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be),  instead  of  being 
omitted  sltogether,  had  only  been  tran's- 
ferred  from  the  genera)  criminal  law  to 
the  law  on  the  press,  and  had  all  along 
been  in  force  in  the  colony.  I  trust  that, 
in  discussing  a  question  of  this  nature,  in- 
volving the  interest  of  a  British  colony,  we 
shall  abstain  from  all  party  and  personal 
feelings,  and  I  shall  not,  therefore,  allude 
to  the  ill-timed  observations  made  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  on  the  noble 
I/jrd  opposite,  imputing  to  that  noble 
Lord  that,  although  he  knew  that  Lord 
Ripon  bad  expressed  this  severe  censure 
on  the  Chief  Judge,  he  had,  on  succeed- 
ing Lord  Ripon,  allowed  twelve  months 
to  elapse  without  taking  any  notice  of  the 
subject,  and,  at  the  end  of  that  period, 
had  removed  Mr.Jeremie  from  the  island. 
I  think  that  my  noble  Friead  took  the 
only  course  which,  under  the  circum- 
stances, he  could  lake.  He  had  written 
to  the  governor  for  a  full  report  on  the 
state  of  the  colony,  and  on  receiving  the 
explanations  to  which  I  have  before  re- 
ferred, he  at  once  submitted  them  to  Lord 
Ripon,  who  then  held  another  office  in 
the  Govemraent ;  and  Lord  Ripon,  with 
that  promptitude  which  belongs  to  his 
character,  immediately  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  noble  Lord,  expressing  his  own  altered 
opinion  on  the  new  state  of  facts,  and  au- 
thorising him  to  transmit  that  letter  to  the 
Kovernor,  to  be  commaoicated  to  Mr. 
Blackburne.  A  copy  of  that  letter  has 
been  placed  in  my  hands  by  Lord  Ripon, 
with  full  permission  to  make  such  use  of 
it,  on  the  present  occasion,  as  the  ends  of 
justice  may  require,  and  I  cannot  do 
Iwtter  than  lead  it  to  the  House. 
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(Copy).  12th  March,  1834. 

"Mjdear  Stanley,— I  have  not  failed  to  give 
every  attention  to  the  recent  despatches  from 
the  Mauritius,  which  coniain  tlie  expUnalions 
given  by  Mr.  Judge  Blaclchume  and  Mr. 
P'Epiiiay,  of  those  ciicu  mi  lances  connected 


with  the  formation  of  the  new  criminal  code, 

which  led  !□  my  despatch  of  lut  year  upon 
the  subject.  I  cannot  hesitate  lo  say  that  I 
rejoice  to  find  that,  as  regards  the  most  ma- 
terial part  of  the  case,  the  explanation  now 
given  is  certainly  satisfactory,  and  removes 
altogether  the  inferences  which,  as  the  case 
presented  itself  to  me,  I  could  not  avoid  draw- 
ing. I  allude  more  particularly  to  the  omis- 
sion of  the  two  articles  102  and  217.  It  now 
appears  that  these  two  articles  were  not 
omitted,  but  merely  transferred  from  the 
general  criminal  code  to  the  ian  upon  the 
subject  of  the  press.  I  greatly  regret  thai, 
under  an  erroneous  impressioD  on  this  point,  I 
felt  myself  compelled  to  address  the  governor, 
in  a  despatch  which  certainly  contained  ex- 
pressions which  could  not  but  be  painful  to 
ihe  feelings  of  those  to  whom  they  applied. 
Bui  it  is  not  surprising  that  such  an  erroneous 
impression  should  have  arisen  in  my  mind. 
You  are  aware  of  the  very  meagre  nature  of 
the  information  transmitted  by  Sir  C.  Col- 
ville  upon  all  subjects,  and  how  constantly  he 
omitted  lo  call  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  to  specific  points  of  importance,  in  the 
numerous  documents  which  were  frequently 
transmitted  eii.mmif,  without  one  word  of  in- 
formation  or  comment  from  him. 

"It  was  thus  lhat,v>hen  the  new  code  and  the 
law  upon  the  press  were  under  review  (not  at 
the  same  moment,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect), 
the  circumstance  to  which  I  have  referred  was 
never  brought  into  notice ;  and  when  the 
ooly  point  which  I  was  considering  was  the 
omission  of  those  two  important  articles,  I 
could  not  but  be  struck  with  astonishment  at 
finding  so  remarkable  an  omission,  coupled, 
as  it  was,  in  point  of  time  with  a  stale  of 
things  in  the  Mauritius,  represented  on  all 
hands,  officially  and  privately,  as  beiag  "  at 
the  time,"  and  having  been  long  "  previously," 
little  short  of  actual  rebellion  against  the 
King's  authority.  This  it  was  which  led  to 
mv  despatch,  and  this  is  the  main  point  upon 
which  the  explanation  is  unquestionably  satis- 
factory. It  is,  therefore,  quite  unnecessary 
for  me  to  advert  to  some  minor  points  which 
are  not  so  clearly  explained.  But  I  have  been 
unwilling  to  withhold  a  prompt  statement  of 
my  feelings  upon  this  question ;  and  I  am  the 
more  anxious  to  express  them  on  account  of 
Mr.  Blackburne.  In  early  life  I  knew  him  veij 
well,  and  I  am  to  this  day  intimate  with  lonie 
of  his  most  valued  friends.  I  know  him  to  be 
a  man  of  considerable  talent  and  of  honour- 
able character  ;  and  as  I  feel  that  my  despatch 
must  have  been  very  distressing  to  him,  I  deem 
it  to  be  my  duly  to  state  that  that  despatch 
would  not  have  been  written,  had  I  the  slight- 
est reason  to  suppose  that  the  facts  of  IhecsM 
were  such  as  now  appear. 

"Believe  me,  &c. 
(Signed)  "Goniaica." 

After  this  withdrawal  of  the  chat^  of  bad 
faith,  I  am  fully  entitled  to  say,  that  one 
of  the  gtounds  oa  vhicli  the  .baa.  aoj 
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learned  Member  has  rested  his  case  has 
been  completely  remoTed. 

With  respect  to  Mr.  Jeremie  and  Mr. 
Reddie,  it  is  painful  for  me  to  advert  to 
the  circumatances  which  rendered  their 
recal  necessary,  and  which  I  must  main- 
tain were  such  as  fully  to  justify  any  se- 
cretary of  state  in  removing  them  from  the 
ofEces  which  they  held  in  the  Mauritius  ; 
a  removal,  however,  which  1  feel  to  be 
perfectly  consistent  with  their  subsequent 
employment  elsewhere.  I  have  received 
from  each  of  those  gentlemen  an  assur- 
ance, in  the  strangest  terms,  that  they  are 
no  parties  whatever  to  this  question  being 
brought  before  the  House  ;  and  I  believe 
that  their  friends  in  the  House,  with  whom 
they  have  been  in  communication  since 
their  return  to  this  country,  claim  no  par- 
ticipation in  bringing  on  the  present  Mo- 
tion. The  hon.  Member  for  Bath  alleges 
that  peculiar  weight  is  due  to  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Jeremie,  as  a  witness  to  whom  no 
objection  can  be  made.  Why  ?  Because  he 
had  been  a  participator  in  all  the  matters  at 
issue.  I  have  always  understood  that  the 
chief  merit  of  a  witness  was  his  being 
wholly  disinterested  and  uninfluenced  by 
any  bias  which  could  induce  him  to  give 
evidence  in  one  direction  or  to  suppress  it 
in  another.  I  believe  Mr.  Jeremie  to  be 
an  honourable  man,  but  I  cannot  consent 
to  receive,  as  free  from  alt  objection,  the 
evidence  of  a  participator  in  the  occur- 
rences  which  took  place  in  the  Mauritius, 
against  parties  with  whom  he  was  at 
variance  at  the  time,  and  against  whom 
he  has  since  brought  forward  charges 
somewhat  uncalled  for,  even  aapposing 
them  to  be  well  founded.  If  this  draquali- 
fication  attaches  to  Mr.  Jeremie,  it  attaches 
in  an  equal  degree  to  Mr.  Reddie. 

Mr.  Jeremie  arrived  the  first  time  in  the 
Mauritius  in  1832.  Owing;  to  the  extra- 
ordinary proceedings  which  then  took 
place,  and  I  regret  to  add,  to  the  want  of 
support  from  the  local  authorities,  he  was 
compelled  to  leave  the  colony.  I  have 
great  pleasure  in  expressing  my  convic- 
tion (founded  on  an  attentive  perusal  of 
all  the  documents  on  the  subject)  that 
Mr.  Jeremie  on  that  occasion  not  only 
displayed  great  firmness  and  presence  of 
mind,  but  that  his  conduct  was  wholly 
unimpeachable.  Notwithstaoding  the 
menaces  with  which  he  was  assailed,  he 
absolutely  refused  to  quit  the  colony,  till 
ordered  by  the  Governor  to  do  so.  On 
his  return  to  this  country,  he  was  sent 
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back  to  the  colony.  A  new  Governor  was 
appointed,  and  owing  to  the  reports  which 
reached  this  country  of  the  disturbed  state 
of  the  colony,  and  the  organized  resistance 
to  lawful  authority,  precautions  of  no 
ordinary  nature  were  taken  to  put  down 
opposition.  Sir  W.  Nicolay,  on  his 
arriral  in  January,  1833,  found  that  these 
reports  had  been  greatly  exaggerated.  A 
proper  display  of  vigour  and  determina- 
tion, and  the  issue  of  a  proclamation 
prohib  ting  armed  associations,  sufficed, 
without  any  additional  force,  effectually 
to  put  down  the  disturbances  which  had 
previously  been  sutTered  to  attain  so  alarm- 
ing a  height.  Different  representations 
have  indeed  been  made — I  know  not  on 
what  authority  but  this  is  the  real  state  of 
the  case,  according  to  the  official  reports 
which  1  have  carefully  perused.  On  the 
30th  of  April,  1 833,  Mr.  Jeremie  arrived 
the  second  time  in  Mauritius,  and  no  op- 
position was  offered  to  his  landing,  or  to 
his  entering  on  his  duties.  His  former 
experience  of  the  colonists  could  have 
left  no  bvourable  impression  on  his  mind, 
and  he  appears  not  to  have  been  able  to 
adapt  his  conduct  to  the  altered  state  of 
feeling  and  society,  or  to  have  conceived 
it  possible  that  oi^er  end  tranquillity  had 
succeeded  to  anarchy  and  confusion. 

The  first  circumstance  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  Secretary  of  State  as 
affecting  his  position,  was  the  arrest  of  a 
person  named  Fournier,  end  certain  other 
parties,  for  an  assault  on  a  sentry  on  guard. 
I  do  not  mean  to  apeak  lightly  of  such  an 
offence,  but  there  does  not  appear  to  be 
the  slightest  ground  for  regarding  it  as  an 
indication  of  any  disaffection  on  the  part 
of  the  inhabitants,  or  as  in  any  degree 
connected  with  political  feeling.  They 
were  however  arrested,  and  ordered  by 
Mr.  Jeremie  to  be  detained  an  tecret, 
which  deprived  them  of  the  means  of 
communicating  even  with  their  counsel. 
It  was  objected  by  their  advocate  that 
Mr.  Jeremie  had  exceeded  his  power  in 
giving  this  order,  and  hence  arose  a 
correspondence  between  the  Governor 
and  Mr.  Jeremie  and  Mr.  Reddie,  in 
which  these  gentlemen  both  used  language 
towards  the  Governor  iocoosisteat  with 
that  respect  and  deference  which  was  un- 
doubtedly due  to  him,  and  tending  to 
weaken  that  very  authority  which  it  had 
been  the  great  object  of  bis  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment to  vindicate  and  uphold.  Mr. 
Reddie  further  proposed  to  suspend  from 


411      State  of  the  Mauritius.       {COMMONS)       State  of  tht  htamitiiu.      413 


bia  functions  and  practice  the  advocate, 
who,  in  the  dtschafze  of  liis  duty  to  his 
clients,  had  raisedafegal  objection  to  Mr. 
Jeremie's  conduct.  At  the  request  of  Mr. 
Jeremie  and  Mr.  Reddie,  ;he  voluminoiis 
Oorrespotidence  retatife  to  this  case  was 
transmitted  to  the  noble  Loid,then  Se 
cretarjF  of  State,  in  order  that  his  decision 
night  be  obtained  ;  and  being  thus  called 
on  to  pronounce  a  judgment  on  (he  case 
Bubmilted  to  him,  my  noble  Friend  wrote 
a  despatch,  dated  the  18th  of  March, 
1834,  an  extract  of  which  I  will  read  Ic 
the  Honse:— 

"Of  Ihe  case  iUelf  (Foumier's)  it  is  not  worili 
white  (o  speak  as  indicaiife  of  any  syateroatic 
disafl^ctian,  Tlie  absurd  attempt  of  some 
boTS  to  disarm  Ihe  ^srd  is  in  itsBlf  deserTing 
only  of  ridicnle ;  the  maiter  derives  iti  only 
imporlBDce  from  the  legal  queslions  and  sari' 
oui  disaeniions  which  have  resulted  from  it' 
I  am  not  aaiisfied  in  this  case  Ihat  Mr  Jsre- 
mie's  proceedings  were  strictly  accordini;  to 
law :  but  without  enlering  ioto  this  discussion, 
I  am  satislled  that  there  was  nothing  in  Ihem 
which  proceeded,  or  could  be  suspected 
proosed  fVom  corrupt  or  malicious  taotivf 
and  ihat  you  therefore  judged  correctly 
refusing  to  institute  any  proceedings  against 
him  on  that  account.  I  am  further  of  opinion 
diat  this  decision  of  your's  derires  additional 
Talue  from  being  taken  upon  mature  delibe- 
ration and  examination  of  the  facts  of  the 
case  J  and  that  had  you  at  once  rejected  the 
petition,  without  inquiry  into  its  merits,  you 
would  alone  hare  exposed  the  Gorernmenl  to 
much  miirepresantatioD,  and  have  placed  Mr 
Jeremie  himself  in  a  very  painful  and  obnoii' 
ous  position, 

"  I  wish  I  could  here  have  closed  m;  obser- 
vations on  this  case  ;  but  the  correspondence 
which  yon  have  transmitted  to  me,  at  the  re- 
quell  of  Mr.  Jeremie  himself,  renders  il 
DSoessary  for  me  to  express  my  opinion  with- 
out reserve.  I  have  already  statetl,  that  while 
I  doubt  the  strict  legality  of  some  of  Mr.  JerG- 
mie's  proceedings,  I  find  no  ground  for  imput- 
ing to  him  improper  motives,  and  lliat  I  con- 
cur, therefore,  in  the  view  which  you  have 
taken  of  his  exculpation  by  his  letter  of  the 
irth  of  August.  But  I  am  bound  also  to  ex- 
press my  strong  sense  of  the  impropriety  of 
tone  and  language,  as  addressed  to  yourself 
through  your  Colonial  Secretary,  which  per- 
vades the  whole  of  that,  and  I  regret  to  add, 
of  Mr.  Jeremie's  other  communications.  They 
are  marked  by  a  forgetfulness  of  your  and  his 
relative  positions,  and  by  a  tone  of  acrimony 
sriiich,  whatever  provocation  he  may  have 
received,  unfortunately  prove  biro,  notwith. 
standing  his  acknowledged  abilities,  iirmneas, 
and  vigour,  wholly  unlit  for  the  peculiarly 
delicate  position  in  which  circumstances  have 
placed  him.  Of  yonr  commuoicaiion,  in  an- 
swer to  this  most  improper  letter,  I  wilt  only 


say  that,  obaerving  the  effect  produced  upon 
Mr.  Jeremie's  own  coaler  judgment,  by  what 
he  truly  calls  '  your  mild,  calm,  and  friendly 
tone  of  explanation.'  I  cannot  blame  an 
excess  of  courtesy,  which  yet  appears  to  me  to 
have  led  you  in  correspondence  with  your 
inferior  officers,  to  derogate  in  some  degree 
from  the  authority  with  which  you  are  in- 
vested. Observations,  nearly  similar,  naturally 
occur  upon  the  simultaneous  correspondence 
between  you  and  Mr.  Reddie,  both  as  regards 
yourself  and  your  correspondent :  it  gives  ma 

5 rent  pain  to  find,  that  in  Mr,  Reddie,  Mr. 
eremie  has  found  a  supporter  and  a  coadju- 
tor yet  more  intemperate  and  more  injudi- 
cious than  himself.  Mr.  Reddie  has  thought 
himself  warranted  in  addressing  to  you  two 
letters  of  the  ITth  and  18th  of  August,  in  the 
first  of  wliich  he  recommends  to  you  ex-ofB- 
cio,  the  immediate  suspension  of  the  advocate 
who  had  advised  proceedings  on  the  part  of 
his  client  against  Mr.  Jeremie;  in  ihe  second, 
he  offers,  in  the  most  unbecoming  and  disre- 
spectful  terms,  his  view  of  your  duty  as  a 
governor,  his  strictures  upon  your  conduct  in 
very  properly  considering  the  two  codes,  (or, 
as  Mr.  Reddie  calls  them,  '  the  two  compila- 
tions termed  codes,')  as  valid,  until  his  Ma- 
jesty's pleasure  should  be  made  known,  and 
his  animadversions  upon  the  Supreme  Court, 
whose  authority  he  was  bound  to  respect ;  and 
he  concludes  by  staling,  that  '  he  shall  tranl- 
mit  a  copy  of  his  letter,  and  of  all  the  corre- 
spoodenoe  he  has  had  with  you,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  order  that  his  M^esty's  com- 
mands may  be  taken  upon  the  position  ia 
which  he  finds  himself  placed.'  The  question 
being  brought  thus  formally  before  me,  I  atn 
compelled  to  come  to  a  decision,  which,  from 
the  testimony  yon  bear  to  Mr.  Reddle's 
talents,  I  nonounce  with  great  regret,  that  bis 
Majesty  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
dispensing  with  Mr.  Reddie's  further  services 
in  the  Mauritius. 

"It  is  with  pain  I  add,  that  the  vehemence 
of  tiie  tone  and  (he  intemperance  of  the  sug- 
gestions of  Mr.  Jeremie  on  this  subject,  afford 
an  additional  ground  for  fearing  — with  every 
respect  for  his  acknowledged  talents — with 
every  desire  to  support  his  fair  pretensions— 
with  every  allowance  for  the  greet  difficulties 
by  which  he  hu  been  surrounded — that  ha  is 
not  possessed  of  that  temper  and  judgment 
which  are  so  peculiarly  necessary  to  render 
his  services  in  the  Mauritius  beneficial  to  the 
public  interests.  The  King's  authority  was 
vindicated  by  his  restoration  :  he  was  received 
with  the  submission  due  to  the  Sov^ign.  I 
cannot  help  expressing  a  fear  that,  since  his 
return,  he  has,  in  too  many  instances,  suffered 
his  feelings,  as  a  man,  to  ioterfeie  vrith  the 
deliberate  exercise  of  his  duty,  as  a  servant  of 
the  Crown,  and  to  seek  for  personal  triumph, 
when  the  object  was  the  restoration  of  the  ju- 
dicial and  executive  authority." 

Shortly  alter  this  occurred  the  case  of 
Mr.  firodelet  and  others.     lofonnstioo 
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was  given  lo  Mr.  Jeremie  of  a 
sation  of  a  treasonable  nature,  alleged  to 
have  taken  place  at  a  tupper,  after  a  ball, 
is  the  houEe  of  Mr.  Keating,  in  1832.  On 
further  investigation,  other  evidence  vrae 
adduced  against  the  parties;  and,  nidi  the 
concurrence  of  the  Executive  Council, 
they  were  arrested  in  August,  IS32,  and 
committed  to  prison.  In  November  the 
ordinary  assize  should  have  been  held. 
The  prisoners  petitioned  repeatedly  to  be 
brought  to  trial — the  Judges  were  ready 
to  proceed  with  it— the  Governor  applied 
to  the  Procureur- general  to  know  when  '" 
would  take  place;  but  without  any  reasi 
being  assigned,  Mr.  Jeremie  informed  hi 
it  was  impracticable  to  bring  it -on;  and 
no  assize  was  held,  in  consequence  of  Mr. 
Jeremie  informing  the  Judges  that  no 
cases  were  ready  for  trial.  In  December, 
for  the  first  time,  Mr.  Jeremie  filed  what 
U  termed  a  recusation  or  challenge  against 
Mr.  Blackburne,the  Chief  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  on  these  grounds — the 
censure  conveyed  in  Lord  Ripon's  de< 
spatcb,  and  an  allegation  that  be  had 
an  interett  in  property  cultivated  by  slave 
labour.  I  think  it  has  been  alleged,  that 
by  the  French  law,  Mr.  Jeremie,  " 
curenr-general,  had  a  right,  and 
fact  bound  to  make  this  objection.  That 
he  had  the  right  is  undoubted,  but  the 
diicretion  with  which  this  right  was 
exercised  ought  clearly  to  be  watched 
over  by  the  Government.  In  the  case  of 
ordinary  individuals,  a  check  is  imposed 
on  a  vexatious  or  frivolous  challenge.  No 
check  is  imposed  on  the  Procureur-general, 
but  that  which  is  exercised  on  him  by  the 
Government.  With  respect  to  the  first 
objection,  surely  Mr.  Jeremie,  whose  bn- 
■iness  it  was  to  prosecute  offenders,  must 
have  known  that  tbe  omissions  of  which 
Lord  Ripon  had  complained  had  not 
taken  place,  and  that  the  articles  on  the 
omission  of  which  he  had  so  severely 
commented,  were  actually  in  force.  What 
then  can  be  thought  of  an  objection 
founded  on  a  censure,  which,  even  had 
it  been  well-founded,  had  not  induced 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  remove  the  Judge, 
but  which,  in  point  of  fact,  had  no  real 
foundation?  But  the  case  did  not  rest 
here.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
has  said,  that  the  recusation  was  tried  by 
a  Court  composed  of  the  governor,  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  and  four  or  five  other 
members,  all  of  tbem  slave-holders,  ex- 
cept the  governor.    Now  what  was  that 
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Coart  ?  The  tribunal  constituted  by  lav 
to  try  such  recusation  was  the  Executive 
Council.  By  the  Royal  Instructions  this 
consists  of  the  governor,  the  senior  officer 
in  command  of  the  troops,  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  and  the  Procureur-general. 
The  latter  could  not  sit  in  the  present  case, 
— there  remained  therefore  only  the  go- 
vernor, admitted  not  to  be  a  slave-holder, 
Colonel  Staveley,  the  senior  military  offi- 
cer, with  respect  to  whom  it  never  was 
alleged  that  he  was  a  slave-holder,  and 
Mr.  Dick,  who  possessed  several  domestio 
slaves.  Now  I  call  on  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  name  the  four  or  five  members  of 
this  Court  who,  he  has  staled,  were  all 
slave-holders.  To  Mr.  Dick  alone  was 
the  objection  made,  and  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  read  the  terms  of  the  Order  in 
Council  to  shew  that  he  was  included  in 
it ;  but  there  was  not  a  word  in  it  respect- 
ing members  of  the  Executive  Council, 
and  the  nrohibhioa  as  to  holding  slaves 
was  clearly  inapplicable  to  tbe  members 
of  the  Council,  And  what  would  have 
been  the  consequence  had  Mr.  Jeremie's 
objection  to  Mr.  Dick  prevailed?  These 
members  were  required  for  the  transaction 
of  business.  Mr.  Jeremie  could  not  sit 
himself;  and  if  Mr.  Dick  was  disqualified, 
the  challenge  could  not  have  been  tried  at 
all,  and  the  prisoners  must  bave  been  sent 
to  England  to  be  tried  on  a  charge  of  trea- 
son committed  a  year  and  a  half  before, 
at  a  distance  from  their  friends,  and  tbe 
numerous  witnesses  who  were  afterwards 
called  for  their  defence  ;  under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  Governor  appears  to  me 
to  have  acted  most  properly  in  refusing  to 
entertain  the  objection  against  Mr.  Dick. 
The  Executive  Council  examined  the  other 
ground  on  which  the  recusation  was  filed. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  stales  his  opinioa 
that  the  decision  to  which  they  came  wai 
wrong.  I  have  not  embarrassed  myself 
with  a  consideration  of  this  question,  be- 
cause I  find  the  point  to  have  been  decided 
by  the  tribunal  legally  constituted  for  this 
purpose,  and  I  am  confident  tbat  this 
House  will  not  delegate  to  a  Committee 
the  duty  of  trying  over  again  a  point  which 
has  already  received  a  solemn  decision. 
The  Council  were  of  opinion,  that  no 
ground  whatever  existed  for  the  charge 
that  Mr.  Blackburne  retained  any  interest 
in  the  property  in  question.  It  was  a  legal 
point  which  the  Executive  Council  might 
not  be  the  most  competent  tribunal  lo  de- 
cide ;  but  it  was  the  tribunal  appointed  by 
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^ven  hii  lanction  to  a  gross  violation  of 
ie  rights  and  liberties  of  those  placed  un- 
cr  his  control  ?  He  took  that  course 
hich  afforded  the  best  and  only  secnrity 
against  the  recurrence  ofproceediDgs  which 
were  open  to  the  gravest  censure.  In  ac- 
cordance with  the  directions  given  bv  ihe 
noble  Lord,  Sir  W.  Nicolay  removed  Mr. 
Jeremie  from  office,  and  acting  in  the 
spirit  of  his  instructioo,  he  provisionally 
appointed  Mr.  Prosper  D'Epinay  as  his 
'uccessor,  stating,  as  the  grounds  of  the 
ippointment,  that  he  vras  the  best  quali- 
fied, and  indeed  the  only  qualiRed  person 
in  the  colony  to  fill  the  office.  My  right 
hon.  Friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, who  succeeded  the  nohle  Lord, 
afterwards  appointed  Mr,  Prosper  D'Epinay 
to  the  office,  anxious,  as  he  expressed  him- 
self, to- 
manifest  in  this  new  appointment  the  re- 
newed confidence  of  his  Majesty,  in  the  loy- 
alty and  attachment  of  his  lubjects  of  the 
"lurilius,  and  to  forget  any  lenpoTary  erron 
o  which  they  bad   been  led  by  temporary 


law  for  the  purpose,  and  I  much  doubt 
whether  a  Committee  of  this  House  would 
be  qualified  to  form  a  more  correct  opinion 
on  it.  What  end  too  is  to  be  attained  by 
the  inquiry?  If  the  judgment  should  be 
reversed,  does  the  hon.  Gentleman  propose 
that  the  parties  should  be  again  committed 
to  prison, and  again  tried  on  acapital  charge 
for  a  political  offence  committed  in  1832? 
After  they  had  been  more  than  seven 
months  in  prison  the  trial  look  place,  and 
upon  a  full  and  attentive  investigation  of 
the  case,  the  prisoners  were  acquitted. 
This  led  Mr.  Jeremie  to  accuse  the  Court 
of  improper  motives,  although  he  might 
have  felt  that  where  much  conflicting  evi- 
dence was  adduced,  the  Judges  onght  to 
have  acted  in  the  spirit  of  those  directions 
which  are  continually  addressed  by  our 
Judges  to  an  English  Jury,  to  give  the  pri- 
soner the  benefit  of  any  donbt,  and  not  to 
convict,  especially  on  a  capital  charge, 
unless  on  the  clearest  evidence.  A  report 
of  the  earlier  part  of  these  proceedings 
having  reached  my  noble  Friend  before 
any  official  account  of  them  waa  received, 
he  felt  it.  his  duty  at  once  to  give  provi- 
sional instmetions  to  Sir  W.  Nicolay  as 
to  the  course  which  he  should  pursue  with 
rfegard  to  Mr.  Jeremie,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose addressed  to  him  a  despatch  of  the 
13th  of  May,  1833,  in  which  he  sUted, 
that  the  course  pursued  by  Mr.  Jeremie 
had  placed  that  gentleman  himself  upon 
bis  trial ;  and  instructed  the  governor, 
the  event  of  certain  anticipated  results 
actually  taking  place, — 

"  to  signify  to  Mr.  Jeremie,  that,  with  whatever 
regret  his  Majesty  might  regard  the  loai  of 
much  ability  and  zeal  u  that  gentleman  i; 
doubtedly  possessed,  he  deemed  even  thoie 

Sualities  to  be  more  than  counterhalanced  by 
le  extreme  want  of  judgment  and  temper 
which  he  (Mr.  Jeremie)  had  exhibited,  and 
that  his  Majesty  was  therefore  compelled  to 
relieve  him  nora  his  present  official  duties." 

Now,  that  would  have  been  the  conse- 
quence had  another  line  of  conduct  been 
pursued.  Supposing  that  similar  proceed- 
ings had  taken  place  in  another  colony 
and  that  the  noble  Lord  had  approved  lh( 
conduct  of  his  Attorney-General,  had  com- 
mended hia  firmness  and  vigour,  and 
joined  in  his  condemnation  of  the  motives 
of  the  Court  which  acquitted  the  prisoners, 
would  not  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man himself  have  been  the  first,  and  with 
justice,  to  have  denounced  the  noble  Lord 
as  a  friend  of  arbitrary  rule,  and  as  having 


My  right  hon.  Friend  added,— 

"That  iu  the  selection  of  an  individual  for  the 
Bar  of  the  Colony,  to  he  the  legal  adviser  of 
the  governor,  and  a  member  of  tha  Executive 
Council,  his  Majesty  will  dispel  any  ill-founded 
distrust  of  their  intentioug,  which  miy  be  felt 
by  the  iuhabilanta  of  the  colony  in  conseqnence 
of  the  events  oft  832." 

The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  does 
not  object  to  him  asa  colonist,  and  if  a 
colonist  was  to  be  appointed,  Mr,  P.  D'E- 
pinay had  claims  superior  to  those  of  any 
other.  He  was  at  the  head  of  his  profes- 
sion— he  had  been  offered  a  judgeship  by 
Lord  Ripon — he  had  provisionally  filled 
the  office  of  Procureur- general,  and  al- 
though he  had  not  kept  himself  altogether 
free  from  a  participation  in  the  criminal 
proceedings  of  1832,  yet  the  part  which 
he  had  taken  in  them  was  extremely  slight. 
The  House  ought  to  know  that  there  are 
two  Mr.  D'Epinay's — Mr.  Adrian  D'Epi- 
nay, who  took  a  prominent  part  in  those 
proceedings,  and  who  holds  no  office 
whatever  under  his  -Majesty's  Govern- 
ment; and  Mr.  Prosper  D'Epinay,  the 
present  Procure ur-general :  and  there  is 
evidence  to  prove  that  the  latter  does  not 
blindly  follow  or  lend  himself  to  the  views 
of  the  former.  But  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  says,  that  his  objection  is  to 
Mr.  P.  D'Epinay  as  a  slave-holder.  I  re- 
|>eat  thnt  he  is  not  now  a  slave-holder,  and 
tlie  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  of- 
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fence*  committod  b;  appreDtices,  ia  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  special  Magistrates. 
Now  what  is  the  charge. ag;ainst  the  present 
Qovernraent?     That  they  have  not  dii- 

E laced  Mr,  D'Epinay.  No  specific  offence 
as  been  proved  against  him  ;  hisconduct, 
as  it  appears  from  oEficJal  documents,  hfs 
afforded  no  ground  of  complaint.  It  is 
slated,  that  he  has  instituted  proceedings 
of  an  improper  nature  against  the  press. 
If  such  IS  the  case,  it  is  most  repre- 
hensible; but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  Mr,  Jeremie  is  commended  by  the 
gentlemen  nho  have  addressed  statemenis 
to  theGovernraenton  bis  behalf,  as  having 
rendered  the  press  more  reserved  by  his 
prosecution  of  one  of  tlie  colonial  papers. 
The  fault,  therefore',  appears  to  have  been 
on  both  sides.  Every  charge,  however, 
which  has  been  made  against  Mr,  D'Epi- 
nay has  been  sent  to  the  governor  for  tits 
report ;  and  in  order  to  secure  impartiality 
in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  intrusted  to 
the  subordinate  executive  officers  in  the 
colony,  instructions  will  be  sent  from  Lord 
Glenelg,  by  the  first  ship  which  leaves  this 
country  for  the  Mauritius,  authorizing  the 
governor  to  require  from  the  Procureur' 
general,  and  every  executive  officer  of  his 
governmeot,  a  prompt  and  cordial  co- 
operation in  that  policy  which  has  been 
enjoined  on  himself  by  the  Government, 
and  empowering  him  at  once  to  suspend 
any  officer,  whoever  he  majt.be,  who  re- 
fases  to  conform  to  that  policy  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  own  immediate  duties,  I 
'  trust  that  this  will  impose  an  effectual 
check  on  the  abuse  of  power  in  any  hands 
to  party  or  private  purposes. 

The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has 
referred  to  my  hon.  Friends,  the  Members 
for  Weymouth  and  the  Tower  Hamlets,  as 
possessing  information  on  other  points 
connected  with  the  Mauritius,  I  under- 
stood him  to  refer  to  certain  ordinances 
Stated  to  have  been  proposed  to  the  Coun- 
cil, and  afiecting  the  labouring  population 
of  the  colony,  and  to  some  proceedings 
alleged  to  have  taken  olace  against  Mr. 
Myfius.  On  neither  of  these  subjects  does 
the  Government  possess  any  official  in- 
formation; but  inquiry  has  been  instituted 
on  both,  and  the  strongest  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  Lord  Glenelg,  against  the  re- 
gulations said  to  be  comprised  in  the 
ordinances  in  question,  and  which  I  can 
hardly  think  have  been  adopted  by  the 
Cpuncil.  On  this,  however,  as  on  other 
points  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the  co-  | 
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loured  inhabitants,  end  the  apprenticed  la- 
bourers, the  measures  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment are  such  as  to  place  them  in  full 
possession  of  the  rights  to  which  they  are 
entitled ;  and  if  the  House  places  confi- 
dence in  the  course  pursued  by  the  Go- 
rernment  with  this  view,  I  cannot  per- 
ceive what  advantage  is  likely  to  result 
from  the  investigation  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  proposes  to  institute. 

There  is,  however,  one  charge  brought 
fay  the  hon.  Memberagainst  the  governor, 
which  I  must  say  is  wholly  unfounded— I 
allude  to  what  he  has  thought  lit  to  term 
the  spiriting  away  of  Mr.  Jeremie,  the 
witness  on  whose  testimony  he  principally 
relied  in  bringing  this  case  before  the 
House.  Now  what  is  the  real  fact  ? 
Application  was  made  to  Lord  Glenelg  in 
(he  course  of  last  Session,  to  send  back 
Mr.  Jeremie  to  the  Mauritius.  This  he 
refused  to  do.  He  thought  on  full  consi- 
deration that  be  could  not,  consistently 
with  the  interests  of  the  colony,  and  even 
of  those  gentlemen  themselves,  reverse 
the  decision  of  bis  predecessor,  and  from 
which  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  had  evidently 
no  intention  of  departing.  From  a  paper 
left'  in  the  office  by  that  noble  Lord,  it 
appeared  that  another  gentleman  had  been 
selected  by  him  to  fill  Mr.  Reddie's  place, 
id  there  is  no  ground  to  presume  that  lie 
iteoded  to  restore  Mr.  Jeremie.  Lord 
Glenelg,  however,  was  not  unwilling  to 
employ  them  in  other  parts  of  the  globe, 
at  a  distance  from  those  exciting  causes  to 
which,  io  a  great  measure,  he  attributed 
their  former  error.  Notice  of  a  Motion  oa 
this  subject  having  been  given  last  Session, 
Lord  Glenelg  would  not  appoint  Mr. 
Jeremie  to  any  situation  until  that  Motion 
had  been  disposed  of,  that  he  might  not 
even  be  suspected  of  a  desire  to  remove 
Mr.  Jeremie  from  this  country,  pending 
such  a  Motion.  He  was  repeatedly  im- 
portuned fay  Mr.  Jeremie's  Parliamentary 
friends  to  give  him  some  appointment,  but 
he  abstained  from  doing  so,  till  my  hon. 
Friend,  the  Member  for  Uskeard,,  had 
distinctly  abandoned  his  Motion,  from  a 
conviction,  as  he  himself  said,  that  Go- 
vernment wfere  doing  just'ce  to  the  par- 
ties, and  it  was  not  until  after  the  last 
Session  closed,  that  Mr.  Jeremie  was  ap- 
pointed to  Ceylon.  He  then  applied  for 
leave  to  remain  in  this  country,  in  consc- 
r  an  action  pending  in  the  Court 
oY King's  Bench, and  LordGlenolp"llowed 
liim  to  delay  liis  departure  till  ihc  com- 
P 


419       Stale  of  the  Mauritaa.      {COMMONS}       State  of  the  Hauritaa.        420 


mencement  of  the  preient  year.  No  inti- 
mation whatever  wbb  given  of  an  intention 
to  brin^  the  lubject  before  the  House  thii 
SesBion  till  the  8th  of  .lanuBry  last,  when 
an  application  was  received  from  Mr, 
Hitie  for  the  deteolion  of  Mr.  Jereraie, 
and  the  hon.  Member,  ou  the  same  day  or 
the  day  following,  placed  a  letter  in  my 
hands,  stating;  he  should  bring  forward  a 
motion  on  the  subject  of  the  Mauritius, 
and  that  he  could  not  suppose  Lord 
Glenejg  would  send  away  his  principal 
witness.  Mr,  Jeremie  had  then  incurred 
all  the  expenses  of  his  voyage.  He 
had  informed  us  that  his  baggage  was 
on  board  the  ship  which  was  to  sail 
on  the  15th  of  January,  that  his  family 
were  waiting  at  Portsmouth  to  em- 
bark, and  that  he  was  on  the  point  of 
sailing;.  Under  these  circumstances  Lord 
Glenelg  expressed  his  willingness  to  grant 
Mr.  Jeremie  further  leave,  provided  the 
parties  anxious  to  detano  him  could  obtain 
his  own  consent.  That  consent  being 
withheld  eicept  on  the  terms  of  his  being 
indemnified  against  the  expense  he  would 
be  put  to,  and  the  Government  having  no 
funds  out  of  which  they  could  indemnify 
htm,  and  not  thiokinghis  detention  neces- 
sary, Mr.  Hilie  nndertook  to  indemnify 
him  to  the  extent  of  1,0001.,  which  was  to 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  cashier  of 
the  Colonial  Department,  and  this  sum 
was  afterwards  paid  to  Mr.  Jeremie,  in 
pursuance  of  a  written  order  to  that  effect 
by  Mr.  Hitie  himself,  and  Mr.  Jeremie  was 
allowed  to  remain  here  till  after  this  Motion 
had  been  disposed  of. 

There  are  some  other  topics  connected 
with  this  case  to  which,  after  the  incon- 
venient length  at  which  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  trespass  on  the  time  and  patience 
of  the  House,  I  will  not  advert,  further 
than  to  state,  that  with  respect  to  the  mea- 
sures taken  by  the  Government  as  to  the 
persons  illegally  imported  into  the  Mau- 
ritius as  slaves,  ana  the  state  of  the  re- 
gistry in  that  colony  at  the  time  of  the 
Slave  Abolition  Act  coming  into  opera- 
tion. Parliament  has  a  right  to  information, 
which  shall  not  be  withheld.  The  Go- 
vernment has  no  object  whatever  in  with- 
holding such  information,  and  I  am  wil- 
ling to  pledge  myself  that  such  informa- 
tion shall  be  given,  by  the  production  of 
papers,  or  in  any  way  most  satisfactory  to 
the  House,  before  the  compensaiion  money 
is  paid :  not  that  any  delay  need  be  in- 
curred in  the  paymeotof  tbe  money  justly 


due,  on  this  account,  for  as  some  months 
mast  elapse  before  any  payment  can  ba 
made,  ample  time  will  ba  afforded  fat 
communicating  such  information.  I^e 
grounds,  however,  on  which  the  hon.  am) 
learned  Member  has  rested  bis  Motion  for 
inquiry,  appears  to  me  insufBcient  to  jus- 
tify the  appointment  of  a  Committee,  and 
I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  House  will  not 
accede  to  the  present  Motion, 

Dr.  Luskington  said,  that  his  entering 
into  the  present  discussion  was  not  of  his 
own  seeking ;  but  having  been  called  on 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  bear 
testimony  to  tbe  truth  of  some  statements 
the  hon.  Member  had  put  forward  in  his 
speech,  he  felt  himselfbound  injustice  10 
say,  that  some  of  them  were  borne  out  by 
tbe  facts.  Nor  did  he  see  that  those  facU 
had  been  contradicted  by  his  hon.  Friend 
who  had  just  sat  down,  Tbe  first  and 
the  great  question  for  the  House  to  consi 
der  was,    whether  the  administration    of 

{'uslice  in  the  Mauritius  was  likely  to  be 
lenefited  by  the  appointment  of  the  Com- 
mittee now  moved  for;  and  he  really  muat 
say,  withont  wishing  to  trouble  the  House 
by  entering  into  a  detail  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  that  proof  of  the  most 
positive  kind  had  been  afforded  that,  since 
the  year  1810,  there  had  been  a  series  of 
continual  violations  of  the  law  of  tbe  most 
flagrant  description,  all  or  the  greater 
part  of  which  had  been  allowed  to  go  un- 
punished, and  almost  unnoticed.  It  was 
sufficient,  perhaps,  to  remind  the  House, 
that  they  had  been  told  by  a  Chief  Justice 
of  the  island  himself,  that  he  believed  not 
a  Jury  could  be  found  to  give  an  impartial 
decision  on  certain  cases  brought  before 
them.Ifthesewere  matters  which  had  taken 
place  many  years  back — if  the  occurrence  of 
them  had  not  within  a  comparatively  short 
period  disgraced  the  dignity  of  justice  io 
the  colony,  he  (Dr.  Lushington)  would 
be  one  of  the  Hrst  to  call  for  their  being; 
consigned  to  an  everlasting  oblivion ;  but ' 
when  the  fact  was,  that  during  tbe  last 
four  years  offences  had  become  multiplied, 
and  there  was  still  no  enei^etic  interven- 
tion of  the  civil  authority,  when  the  fact 
was,  ibat  we  were  taunted  by  France  for 
having  been  the  first  to  allow  the  violation 
of  those  stipulations  with  respect  to  slaves 
which  we  had  been  the  first  lo  call  for  and 
insist  upon — when  facts  like  these  were 
forced  on  bis  attention,  he  could  not  for- 
bear from  admitting  the  necessity  for  their 
being;  iiiquued  iato.    Had  not  his  hon. 
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fact  wai,  th&t  in  the  common  coune  of 
proceeding,  the  trials  would  not  have  coma 
on  until  that  time.  Then  there  was  ano- 
ther charge  againat  Mr.  Jeremie,  that  ha 
had  itiatituted  a  legal  proceeding  against 
Mr.  Justice  Blackburtie,  as  being  unfit  to 
sit  as  a  Judge  upon  the  trial  of  certain 
prisoners,  he  having  been  charged  in  a 
despatch  of  Lord  Ripon's  with  a  wilfiil 
perversioD  of  a  law  which  hewas appointed 
to  execute.  It  was  said  that  Mr.  Jeremie 
had  in  this  instance  exceeded  his  func- 
tions, but  he  (Dr.  Lushington)  put  it  (o 
the  House  whether  Lord  Ripon  would  have 
made  such  a  charge  as  that  (accompanied 
as  it  was  b;  an  intimation  that  the  reform 
of  the  judicial  affairs  of  the  colony  was  in 
contemplation)  had  he  not  intended  to 
follow  it  up,  and  whether  in  the  mean- 
time a  Judge,  lying  under  such  an  impu- 
tation, should  have  been  allowed  to  exer- 
cise his  judicial  functions  ?  It  was  true 
that  an  explanation  had  been  afforded, 
but  he  (Dr.  Lushington)  felt  it  very 
doubtful  whether  that  explanation  would 
be  held  to  be  satisfactory.  He  knew  that 
Mr.  Jeremie,  who  was  fully  acquainted 
with  the  laws  of  the  colonv,  was  still  en- 
tirely of  that  opinion,  and  felt  not  merely 
that  he  had  had  a  right  to  do  as  he  did,  but 
that  it  was  his  bounden  duty.  The  second 
charge  againsk  Mr.  Jeremie  was,  that  he 
had  charged  Mr.  Justice  Blackburne 
with  being  interested  in  slavery.  He 
differed  from  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Devonport,  on  that  point  also. 
Me  thought  that  it  was  certainly  a  subject 
open  to  the  discussion  of  the  Legislature, 
and  that  the  fact  of  its  having  been  de- 
cided on  by  a  legal  tribunal,  was  not  deci- 
■sive  against  those  nho  wished  to  have  that 
decision  retiewed.  But  whether  that  were 
the  case  or  not,  Mr.  Jeremie  was  equally 
absolved  from  blame,  for  he  had  acted 
throughout  in  obedience  to  the  laws.  He 
(Dr.  Lushington)  maintained,  that  treason 
in  abundance  had  been  committed.  An  ' 
attempt  was  made  to  intercept  the  march 
of  a  division  of  the  82d  regiment,  to  defeat 
which  it  required  extraordinary  ability  and 
UrmnesB  on  the  part  of  the  commander. 
Colonel  Coldney,  who  saved  the  division. 
It  wasbelieved  that  the  offendemas  a  per- 
son in  iheemployment  of  the  Government; 
but,  whoever  committed  the  offence,  the 
public  were  equally  entitled  to  be  satisfied 
by  a  full  inquiry  into  the  circumslancea. 
He  thought  it  his  duly  to  make  these  few 
observations,  and  he  could  not  help  add- 


Friend  admitted  to  the  House  that  treason 
had  for  a  long  ^me  been  triumphant  in 
the  Mauritius— that  the  standard  of  re- 
bellion had  been  raised  there  against  the 
executive  authority — that  disgraceful  ma- 
nifestoes had  been  published,  in  which  the 
wretches  who  penned  them  declared  that 
the  time  was  then  come  for  assassination, 
whether  by  poison,  the  sword,  or  by  fire  ? 
What  punishment  had  been  hurled  against 
these  offenders?  against  those  men  who 
had  joined  in  a  conspiracy  agamst  the 
Crown  of  Kngland  ?  What  efforts  were 
made  to  secure  the  tranquillity  of  the 
colony?  When  Mr,  Jeremie  was  sent  out 
armed  with  a  legal  authority  he  was  suf- 
fered to  land  ;  but  his  life  was  not  safe  for 
one  hour.  What  did  the  then  governor 
do  1  Why,  he  bowed  to  the  power  of  the 
traitors,  and  sent  Mr.  Jeremie  home;  but 
when  the  Government  returned  Mr.  Jere- 
mie with  a  renewed  authority,  the  same 
offences  were  repeated,  and  there  was 
again  the  same  open  defiance  of  justice. 
He  felt  bound  to  eay  a  few  words  in  de- 
fence of  Mr.  Jeremie.  That  gentleman 
had  had  a  task  of  the  utmost  difficulty  to 
perform,  in  which  he  was  not  duly  seconded 
by  the  Government  of  (he  colony,  and  the 
House  was  bound  to  see  that  injustice  was 
not  dealt  out  lo  him.  One  charge  against 
Mr.  Jeremie  arose  out  of  a  circumstance 
which  occurred  in  May,  1832.  Some 
men  were  taken  up  and  convicted  for 
assaulting  the  guard,  and  they  were  sen- 
tanced  to  secret  confinement ;  but  during 
the  6rst  hour  of  their  confinement  Mr, 
Jeremie  applied  to  the  governor  to  know 
what  punishment  should  ultimately  be 
inflicted  on  them,  at  the  same  time  recom- 
mending that  they  should  not  suffer  secret 
confinement.  The  governor,  however, 
decided  differently,  and. what  was  the 
consequence?.  Why,  Mr.  Jeremie  was 
threatened  with  a  prosecution  as  a  capital 
offender  for  having,  in  the  performance  of 
his  duty,  brought  these  offenders  to  trial. 
For  three  months  was  this  threat  held  over 
the  head  o\  Mr.  Jeremie,  because,  during 
that'period,  the  governor  did  not  come  to 
a  decision.  Why,  this  circumstance  alone 
was  sufficient  to  have  excited  the  irrita- 
~i>ility  of  any  man,  and  it  was  not  su^ris- 
ing  tf  Mr.  Jeremie  had  shown  something 
of  that  which  was  complained  of.  Ano- 
ther chaise  against  Mr.  Jeremie  was,  that 
he  had  delayed  till  January  the  prosecution 
of  certain  prisoners  who  had  been  taken  up 
on  the  24tii  of  August  preceding ;  but  the 
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in^,  that  no  public  functionary  who  had 
been  expaaed  to  the  intimidatian  which 
Mr.  Jeremie  had  to  encounter,  had  ever 
displayed  more  firmneas  and  courage  than 
that  Gentleman  had  evinced.  Me  had 
discharged  his  duly  zealously  and  without 
compromise.  But  were  there  not  other 
circumstances  which  called  for  investiga- 
tion ?  Did  it  not  happen,  that  on  one 
occasion,  sixty-five  prisoners  were  kept  in 
gaol,  without  any  one  knowing  why  or 
wherefore,  and  on  another  were  not  Lweo' 
ty-&ve  persons  found  incarcerated  wiihoul 
the  vestige  of  a  charge  against  them? 
Surely  these  were  maftcrs  that  ought  noLto 
be  fi^«sed  over  without  inquiry.  It  was 
Raid,  that  the  change  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  administration  of  Justice  in  the 
island  of  Mauritius  had  removed  the  evils 
complained  of;  but  that  was  a  point  on 
which,  he  must  say,  he  entertained  con- 
■iderable  doubt.  The  matter,  however, 
was  of  grave  importance,  not  only  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Mauritius,  but  to  the 
commercial  part  of  this  country  which  car- 
ried on  trade  with  that  island.  It  had  been 
represented  by  several  of  the  most  respect- 
able merchants  in  the  city  of  London,  that 
they  were  afraid  lo  enter  into  the  trade 
with  the  Mauritius,  owing  to  the  total  ab- 
sence of  anything  like  Justice  in  that  co- 
lony. About  two  months  ago  he  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Mr.  Gilchriat,  in  which 
it  was  stated,  that  a  prosecution  had  been 
instituted'  against  him,  and  for  what  did 
the  House  think?  Why,  because  he  had 
refused  to  give  certain  parties  certificates 
to  entitle  them  to  a  participation  in  the 
Slave  Compensation  Fund.  The  moment 
he  got  that  letter,  he  forwarded  it  to  his 
noble  Friend  (Lord  Glenelg)  at  the  Colo- 
nial Office,  and  surely  it  was  at  least  the 
duty  of  the  authorities  in  that  department 
to  take  some  pains  to  ascertain  whether 
the  statements  contained  in  it  were  true 
or  false.  It  could  not  be  denied  that  it  was 
highly  important  that  the  Government  at 
home  should  know  what  was  passing  in  the 
Mauritius  with  respect  to  the  slave  trade; 
and  as  that  was  the  only  document  he  had 
seen  on  the  subject,  he  had  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty  lo  transmit  it  to  the  Colonial 
Office.  When  there  were  16,000  or  18,000 
slaves  entitled  to  their  freedom,  surely  the 
Government  at  home  ought  to  koow  some- 
thing of  what  the  Courts  were  doing  in 
regard  to  slave  registration.  Were  it  pro- 
per to  allow  certiiicates  tobeexioiled  from 
public  functionaries  by  such  means  ?    And 


what,  he  asked,  could  be  the  notion  which 
those  who  instituted  prosecutions  for  such 
a  purpose  must  have  formed  of  the  cha- 
racter of  the  judges  towards  whom  such 
intimidation  was  allowed  to  be  adopted  ? 
From  all  the  informalioa  he  possessed  in 
reference  to  this  colony,  he  was  satisfied 
that  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of  adminis- 
tering justice  in  the  Mauritius  was  abso- 
lutely necessary.  He  considered  the  judi- 
cial system  higlily  defective ;  and  certainly 
he  could  not  think  that  M.  D'Epinay  was 
a  fit  and  proper  person  to  fill  the  import- 
ant office  of  Attorney-General,  if  he  was 
the  same  person  who  had  signed  the 
manifesto  before  alluded  to  in  the  course 
of  the  debate.  As  to  the  detention  of 
Mr.  Jeremie,  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of 
suggesting  that  course,  because  Mr.  Jere- 
mie, having  ordered  the  registrations,  was 
the  only  person  who  could  afford  proper 
information  upon  the  subject.  It  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  whole  island 
set  the  Government  at  defiance,  and  that 
no  assistance  whatever  was  to  ba  oblaitied 
from  this  country.  Unless  the  slave  regis- 
trations were  properly  attended  to.  it 
was  clear  that  the  compensations  could 
not  be  paid ;  and  all  be  need  add  was, 
that  it  behoved  those  who  had  sti^ported 
the  West-India  slave  compensation  mea- 
sure to  see,  before  the  money  was  handed 
over,  that  the  law  had  not  been  violated. 
He  might  say  further,  that  there  never 
had  been  a  more  lamentable  or  wholesale 
violation  of  law  than  the  proceedings  in 
this  colony  during  the  last  fineen  months 
etbibited.  Only  about  400  slaves  had 
been  declared  entitled  to  their  freedom, 
while  25,000  or  26,000  were,  contrary  to 
law,  actually  continued  in  a  state  of  bond- 
age. Was  such  a  stale  of  things  to  be 
permitted,  or  ought  not,  he  be^ed  leave 
to  ask,  the  whole  onus  of  proving  their 
rights  to  fall  upon  the  slave-owners 
who  claimed  possession  of  these  men? 
His  hon.  Friend  (Sir  George  Grey), 
believed  that  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr,  Sim- 
mons would  set  all  these  matters  right ; 
hut  he  WHS  sorry  to  say,  that  he  was 
unable  to  participate  in  any  such  hope. 
He  feared  that  the  consequence  of  tole- 
rating such  proceedings  would  be,  to  give 
a  victory  to  those  who  had  set  themselves 
in  opposition  to  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain,  and  to  render  the  condition  of  a 
lar[;c  class  of  the  population  of  the  Mau- 
ritius not  only  miserable  and  degraded, 
but  utterly  liopeleu,    by  denying  them 
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that  justice  to  which  (he  Inw  entitled 
them.  Tliis,  he  asserted,  would  be  the 
lesult.  The  free  people  of  colour  were 
loud  in  their  complaints,  and  yet  they 
were  told  that  investigation  ought  to  be 
refused,  although  it  must  be  known  that 
such  a  course  would  drive  ihero  into  abso- 
lute despair.  It  was  said,  that  Mr.  Wilson 
and  Mr.  Simmons  had  full  power  to  ad- 
.  minister  justice,  not  only  impartially,  but 
lirroly:  but  he  believed  that  nothing 
-except  a  full  investigation  of  all  that  had 
taken  place  could  ensure  the  prosperity  of 
either  the  island,  or  that  of  the  British 
merchants  who  were  connected  with  it  by 
trade.  All  he  desired  was,  that  the  truth 
should  be  ascertained,  and  strict  justice 
done  to  all  p>irties. 

Sir  George  Grey,  in  explanation,  said, 
that  although  the  Colonial  Odice  had  not 
acted  on  the  information  sent  to  that  de- 
partment by  the  hon,  and  learned  Gentle- 
man, because  it  was  derived  from  a  private 
source,  they  had  nevenhelesa  uied  it  as  a 
means  for  the  purpose  afinqiiirv. 

Mr.  Charles  Bailer  said,' the  hon. 
Secretary  promised  that  the  abuser  of 
which  complaint  had  been  made  should 
not  coutinue;  but  he  never  knew  a  case 
in  which  similar  promises  were  not  made 
when  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  was  asked 
for  and  refused.  They  wanted  a  Commit- 
tee to  inquiie,  not  into  what  was  about  to 
happen,  but  what  had  really  occurred. 
The  only  charge  against  Mr.  Jeremie  was 
want  of  temper ;  and  in  his  opinion  much 
allowance  ought  to  be  made  for  that  Gen- 
tleman, considering  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances in  which  he  was  placed.  Mr. 
Justice  Blackburnc  and  other  persons, 
against  whom  charges  were  made  in  Earl 
Ripon's  dispatch  amounting  to  treason, 
were  allowed  to  remain  a-year  and  a-half 
withont  further  proceedings ;  but  Mr. 
Reddie,  because  he  wrote  an  intemperate 
letter  to  the  Governor,  was  immediately 
dismissed.  The  Government  was  not  well 
informed  as  to  what  was  passing  in  the 
Mauritius;  bethought  it  very  objection- 
able that  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Tower 
Hamlets  should  receive  information  two 
or  three  weeks  before  the  right  hon.  Sc' 
cretary  of  what  had  transpired  in  that 
colony.  The  ground  of  complaint  was 
not  only  the  removal  of  honest  and  good 
Magistrates,  but  that  they  had  been  re- 
placed by  others  of  a  different  character. 

Mr.    BoT.thwick  hoped,    owing  to   the 

pecaliu  •itufttion  to  wbich  he  itood,  that 


the  House  would  allow  him  to  state  the 
reason  upon  which  the  vote  he  should  give, 
if  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Bath  were  pressed  to  a  divi- 
sion, was  founded.  If  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Bath  had  sought 
inquiry  on  the  broad  principle  that  this 
country  bad  a  right  to  know  that  those 
who  claimed  compensation  for  slaves  were 
duly  aud  legally  possessed  of  them,  he 
should  have  voted  with  him,  widely  as  he 
differed  from  him  on  other  subjects  ;  but 
as  that  was  not  the  case  he  must  vote 
against  him.  It  was  perfectly  unfounded 
to  say,  that  that  House  was  disinclined  to 
give  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  colonies. 
The  case  had  not  been  brought  forward 
on  its  broad  raerils,  and  therefore  it  was, 
and  because  of  no  other  reason,  that  an 
inquiry  such  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Mcniber  for  Buth  proposed  could  not  be 
granted  without  lowering  the  character  of 
the  British  Pdrliament.  tie  certainly 
thought  that,  after  the  large  sum  of  money 
they  had  been  cnlleil  on  to  pay  for  the 
emancipation  of  the  slaves,  the  people  of 
England  had  a  right  to  know  that  slavea 
were  legally  possessed.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  did  not  think  that  a  national 
question  should  be  mixed  up  with  paltry 
details  of  individual  concernment.  He 
had  heaid  nothing  to  alter  his  oiiginal 
intention  to  vote  against  the  Motion,  for 
he  saw  no  reason  why  they  should  enter 
into  the  investigation  of  the  quarrels  of 
individuals  upon  the  pleas  that  they  were 
connected  with  great  national  interests. 

Mr.  Fouiell  Buxton  felt  much  gratifica- 
tion in  supporting  the  present  Motion. 
His  hon.  Friend  had  been  charged  with 
having  spirited  away  Mr.  Jeremie,  but 
those  who  made  that  charge  did  not  under- 
stand the  Motion.  With  respect  to  some 
of  these  transactions,  he  felt  bound  to  say 
that  nothing  could  be  more  fair,  moia 
kind,  or  more  honourable  thnn  the  cnn- 
duct  of  his  Majesty's  Government. 
Agreeing  with  his  hon.  Friend  on  some 
points  he  dilfered  with  him  on  others,  if 
the  animosities  at  present  existing  were 
to  be  allayed  by  any  proceedings  on  their 
part,  those  Bnimosities  could  onlv  be 
allayed,  and  tranquilhty  could  on'y  be 
established,  hy  the  enforcement  of  jusiit^e. 
This  would  most  effectually  be  done  by 
an  investigation  on  the  part  of  the  House 
into  all  these  transactions.  He  bad  no 
disposition  to  enter  then  into  any  discut- 
itQQ  on  the  labject  of  the  aUva  trade. 
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He  had  on  former  occssionB  stated  that 
the  skve  trade  contiaued  to  be  carried  on 
in  the  colonies  for  a  number  of  years.  On 
this  subject  there  could  be  no  better 
authority  than  General  Ha)l,  who  had 
stated,  that  it  was  impossible  for  a  man  to 
live  any  time  in  those  colooies  without 
seeing  this  traSic  carried  on  before  his 
ejes.     Yet,  notwithstanding  the  freque: 


be  done  in  future.  H«  did  not  think, 
however,  from  what  they  already  knew, 
that  it  would  be  easv  for  them  to  come  to 
that  flattering  conclowon.  He  wiahed  to 
have  the  whole  of  the  orders  to  the  Com- 
missioners before  the  House,  for  he  knew 
that  there  were  those  who  would  endea- 
vour to  revive  the  slave  trade,  and  reduce 
the  apprentices  to  their  former  condition. 


id  notoriety  of  these  occurrences,   not    In  the  case  of  Mr.  Mylius,  that  Gentleman 


e  of  the  miscreants  concerned 
had  ever  been  brought  to  justice, 
single  conviction  had  ever  taken  place. 
No  Court  would  convict,  no  legal  author- 
ity would  recommend  a    conviction,  and 
no  public  functionary  would  sanction  the 
Iran    who  had  ihe  temerity  to   interfere 
with  the    favourite  trafRc  of  the  island. 
On    one    occasion    an     individual     was 
seized  under  circumstances  that  afforded 
the  most  undoubted  evidence  of  his  guiit. 
That  individual  was  placed  in  prison,  bnt 
in    a   few  di 
largi 


that  several  slave-owners  registered 

Not  a  '  falsely,  and  he  refused  certificates,     What 

was  the  consequence  7    A  representation 

was    made,  and    he    was    compelled   by 

order  of  the  Government  to  give  the  cer- 

tiScates,    every  one  of    which   he  knew 

contained  a  false  proposition.     The  nest 

subject  to  which  he  would   allude  was  the 

Special  Commission.  They  were  told  that 

perfect  Justice  would  be  established  ;  they 

were  told  that  the  Special    Commission 

was  composed  totally  of  impartial  persons. 

walking  at ;  Who  were  those  impartial  persons?     M. 

larkct  place.     No  one  '  Prosper    D'Epinay,    who    was  himself  a 


not  resident  there  had  paid  more  attention  ,  slave-owner,  and  five  or  six  planters, 
to  the  state  of  the  Mauritius,  or  had  bet- j  was  confident  that  no  hope  of  justice 
ter  information  of  its  condition,  than  he  |  would  be  entertained  under  such  oircum- 
bad  ;  and  he  declared  that  he  hardly  ever  ^  stances.  And  expecting  very  beneficial 
knew  an  official  man  there  who  had  not ;  results  from  the  House  consenting  to  the 
lountenanced  the  slave  trade  ;  and  though  I  Motion  for  the  appointment  of  a  Commit- 


the  Go% 


t  bad  been  well  informed    tee,  he  should  vote  for  the  Motion. 


of  all  this  yet  those  persons  had  never  Mr.  Rotbuck,  after  the  discussion  that 
been  censured  by  the  autboritiea  at  had  taken  place,  believed,  that  it  wouldbe 
home  for  this  part  of  their  conduct.  I  unreasonable  on  his  part  to  trespass  on 
He  never  knew  any  man  who  had  been  so  j  the  attention  of  the  House  for  more  than 
fearless  as  to  attempt  to  uphold  the  laws  '  a  few  minutes.  He  had  stated,  fully  and 
against  the  slave  trade  who  had  not  been  .  deliberately,  the  reasons  that  existed  for 


mined  by  the  attempt.  He  would  not 
at  that  late  hour  trespass  on  their  time  by 
mentioning  the  numberof  instances  within 
bis  own  knowledge  in  proof  of  this.  He 
could  not,  however,  avoid  alluding  lo  the 
case  of  General  Hall.  There  was  no  more 
admirable  Officer,  nor  any  man  of  higher 
character,  than  that  General;  yet  by  at- 
tempting to  put  down  the  slave  trade  he 
excited  the  hatred  of  the  party  there,  and 
he  was  recalled  almost  in  disgrace.  There 
was  the  case  of  an  Officer  named  Wyon, 
who  seized  a  well-known  dealer  in  slaves, 
and  placed  him  in  prison.  The  result  was, 
that  that  Officer  was  ruined.  He  had 
made  the  case  of  Mr.  Wyon  known  to  the 
Government,  and  bad  made  application 
on  his  behalf,  but  could  never  obtain  any 
redress.  There  was  the  case  of  Mr, 
Mylius,  and  other  similar  cases.  They 
had  been  told  to  clear  their  minds  from 
formet  recollectioui,  and  thatju»iit»  would 


quiry.  He  had  demanded  this 
inquiry,  above  all,  upon  the  ground,  that 
in  the  public  mind  in  the  colonies  an  im- 
pression existed  that  justice  was  not  done. 
Nothing  that  had  been  said  bad  in  the 
least  shaken  the  grounds  he  had  advanced. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  might  have  cavilled 
at  some  of  the  chains,  but  he  could  not 
deny  that  even  the  great  mass  of  the  white 
population  of  that  colony  looked  upon  the 
administration  of  justice  in  it  with  doubt, 
hesitation,  and  dread.  He  called  for  this 
inquiry  on  the  part  of  a  large  body  of 
the  colonists,  who  demanded  that  it 
should  take  place,  because  they  felt  assur- 
ed that  the  Government  did  not  know  the 
extent  of  the  evils  of  which  they  com- 
plained, and  they,  therefore,  claimed  a 
right  to  lay  the  whole  extent  of  their 
grievances  before  the  Government,  in  order 
that  their  claims  for  redress  might  be  fully 
underatood,  and  thU  rednM  fallj  afiorded 
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them.    On  that  broad  ground  he  called 
upoD  the  Hottie  to  agree  to  his  Motioo. 
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list  of  the  Atis. 

Aglionby,  H.  A.  Maber,  J. 

Aliton,  a.  Moleaworth,  Sir  W. 

Attwood,  T.  MorriBon,  J. 

Baldwin,  Dr.  Mullins,  F.  W. 

Balfour,  T.  O'Brien,  W.  S. 

BowriD^  Dr.  O'Conoell,  J. 

Brady,  D.  C.  O'Contiell,  D. 

Brotherton,  J.  O'Coonell,  M. 

Buckiagham,  J.  S.  O'Couaell,  Maurice 

Bulwer,  £.  L.  O'Connell,  M.  J. 

Buxton,  T.  F.  Osirald,  J. 

Ctialmen,  P.  Patiisoa,  J. 
Cycbester,  J.  P.  B.       Pease,  J. 

Chiiholroe,  N.  W.  Phillips,  U. 

Collier,  J.  Poller,  R. 

Crawford,  W.  S.  PouUer,  J.  S. 

Duncombe,  T.  S,  Rundle,  J- 

Ewart,  W.  Rmheen,  E.  S. 

I^elden,  J.  Sheldon,  E.  K.  C. 

Oillon,  W.  T.  Scholelield,  J. 

Finn,W.F.  Stnitt,  E. 

FitBumOD,  C.  Thomley,  T. 

Grole,  O.  Thompson,  T.  P. 

Gully,  J.  Thompson,  W. 

Uawes,  B.  Tulk,  C.  A. 

HawLins,  J.  H.  Wakley,  T. 

Hoskins,  K.  WaUace,  R. 

Hume,  J.  Warburion,  H. 

Jephson,  C.  D.  Wilk»,'J. 

JotiDsUm,  A.  Williams,  W.  A. 

Kemp,  D.  R.  Woulfe,  S. 

Leader,  J.  T.  Wyse,  T. 

Li»ter.  E.  C.  Young,  G.  F. 
Luahington,  Dr.  telleei. 

LuishingtoD,  C.  Buller,  C. 

MTaggart,  J.  Roebuck,  J.  A. 

Poor  Law  (Irelamd).]  Mr.  Poulett 
Scrope  rose  to  move  for  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  for  the  relief  and  employment 
of  the  poor  oflrelaod.  He  did  Dotintend 
to  go  toto  the  general  queslioD.  He  wai 
happy  to  perceive  the  almost  unanimons 
opiuioQ  that  seemed  to  prerail'as  to  the 
necessity  of  the  introduction  of  some  Poor 
Law  for  Ireland.  He  was  gratified  that 
an  authorised  inquiry  into  the  condition  of 
the  poor  of  that  country  had  taken  place. 
He  bad  never  doubted  what  the  result  of 
such  an  inquiry  would  be.  Statements  of 
the  most  heart-rending  character,  as  to 
the  distress  that  prevailed  amongst  the 
poorer  classes  in  Ireland,  were  contained 
m  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  which 
had  been  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House.  He  would  very  briefly  state  the 
heads  of  the  Measure  he  wished  to  intro- 
duce.    He  did  aot  wish  to  icterfere  wiUi 
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(Ireland.) 


any  plan  that  the  Government  might 
intend    to  bring    forward.      He    merely  . 

wished  to  ofTer  this  measure  as  a  sugges-  \ 

tion  on  the  subject,  and  in  aid  of  the 
intentions  of  the  Government,  and  in  the 
hope  that  some  of  its  provisions  might  be 
thought  worthy  to  be  embodied  in  their 

flan.  His  object  was,  to  introduce  into 
reland  a  provision  similar  to  that  of  the 
43rd  or  Elizabeth.  He  was  also  desirous 
of  introducing  the  principle  of  cenlralizn- 
tion,  and  he  wished  that  the  local  machi- 
nery should  be  superintended  by  a  central 
Board.  He  proposed  the  establishment 
of  a  central  Board  to  meet  in  Dublin, 
with  power  to  regulate  the  union  of 
parishes,  to  establish  the  union  of  particu- 
lar districts,  the  poor  to  be  relieved  by  a 
rate  on  properly  in  each  particular  union. 
He  would  propose  that  settlement  and 
removal  should  be  regulated  similarly  to 
theamendedPoorLuff  ori833.  He  would 
propose  that  guardians  of  the  poor  should 
be  appointed,  that  some  means  should  be 
provided  either  for  assisting  emigration  or 
giving  employment  to  the  able-bodied 
poor,  to  be  administered  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Central  Board  of  Commission- 
ers, in  the  same  manner  as  was  provided 
by  the  amended  Poor  Law  Act  of  1833. 
He  merely  asked  the  peimission  of  the 
House  to  introduce  the  same  BUI  as  he 
had  brought  forward  in  the  last  Session  of 
Parliament.  He  wished,  In  conclusion,  to 
express  a  hope  that  some  practical  measure 
on  this  important  subject  would  speedily 
be  brought  forward  by  the  Government ; 
and  he  be^ed  to  ask  the  noble  Lord 
whether  the  Government  expected  to  be 
in  possession  of  the  final  Report  of  the 
CommissioneiE  in  sufficient  time  to  enable 
them  to  introduce  a  Bill  in  the  course  of 
the  present  Session. 

Viscount  Morpeth  was  understood  to 
say,  that  he  had  no  objection  to  the  Mo- 
lion  of  his  hon.  Friend,  and  he  thought, 
as  there  were  so  many  Bills  on  this  subject, 
it  would  be  well  that  the  House  should 
have  the  opportunity  of  considering  them. 
In  reply  to  thequestion  of  his  hon.  Friend 
he  was  happy  to  assure  him  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  in  daily  expectation  of  re- 
ceiving the  final  Report  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners,  and  they  hoped  to  be  able 
to  oSei  to  the  House  a  practical  measure 
on  this  subject  in  the  course  of  the  present 
Session. 

Mr.  O'Connell  vras  exceedingly  glad  to 
hear  that  expieHion  of  the  noble  Lord, 
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could  carry  it  through,  nonld,  he  thong;!) t| 
be  Eufficieut  for  tlie  preKnt  Session.  If 
thoae  who  were  anxious  for  the  consolida- 
tion wished  to  render  the  GoTernment 
assistance  on  the  subject,  the  best  way  to 
proceed  would  be  to  abstain  from  proposing 
various  measures  upon  the  subject.  Of 
course,  when  the  plan  which  Ministers  had 
in  view  was  laid  before  the  House,  hon. 
Members  would  be  at  liberty  to  make  such 
abjections  as  ihey  should  deem  proper. 
The  object,  however,  which  Government 
proposed  was,  to  reduce  the  laws  upon  this 
subject  to  one  plain  and  intelligible  statute. 
With  regard  to  surcharges,  it  must  readily 
be  admitted  that  they  were  open  to  much 
abuse,  and  held  out  too  great  an  induce- 
ment to  abuse ;  but  he  was  happy  to  say 
that  by  a  minute  of  the  Treasury,  made 
before  any  notice  was  given  upon  the 
subject,  a  useful  alteration  had  been  in- 
troduced,  it  being  the  opinion  of  Go- 
Tnmeiit  that  the  incomes  of  the  ofHcers 
igagcd  in  the  collections  aught  to  be 
derived  from  their  salaries,  and  not  from 
surcharges. 

The  Returns  were  ordered. 


With  respect  to  the  measure  proposed  by 
the  hon.  Member,  be  considered  it  would 
be  utterly  impossible  to  provide  employ- 
ment for  the  people  at  the  public  expense. 
Ifindividual  capital  could  not  be  employed 
with  sufficient  interest  for  that  purpose,  it 
was  impossible  to  think  that  the  public 
should  pay  the  wages  of  the  labourer.  The 
difficulty  with  regard  tothe;43rd  of  Elizabeth 
was,  ihal  it  provided  for  the  support  of  the 
able-bodied.  He  would  respectfully 
suggest  to  the  hon.  Member  to  separate 
the  two  branches  of  the  proposed  measure. 
That  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  desti- 
tute, which  was  the  important  part  of  the 
measure,  from  that  which  provided  for  the 
employment  of  the  able-bodied,  and  which 
he  considered  to  be  perfectly  visionary. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

Assessed  Taxes.]  Mr.  Hume  felt 
anxious  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  state  of  the  laws  respecting  the 
Assessed  Taxes.  The  number  of  sur- 
charges was  quite  incredible  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  As  there  were  now  fifty- 
two  Acts  relating  to  the  assessed  taxes,  it 
was  the  duty  of  Government  to  consolidate 
them,  in  order  that  every  individual,  by 
knowing  what  the  law  was,  might  know 
at  once  what  he  was  bound  to  do,  and 
what  he  was  bound  to  pay.  The  litigation 
produced  by  these  numerous  Acts  was 
very  great  and  most  vexatious,  as 
generally  cost  ten  times  the  amount 
legal  expenses  of  the  sum  disputed.  He 
contended  that  some  means  should  be 
taken  to  lessen  the  annoyance  experienced 
by  individuals,  and  that  an  end  should  bo 
put  to  the  practice  of  paying  the  collectors 
out  of  the  surcharges  which  ihey  levied 
upon  ignorant  individuals.  There  was  a 
necessity  that  the  law  on  this  subject 
should  be  clearly  determined  and  ascer- 
tained. Its  Amendment  also  wns  loudly 
called  for.  The  hon.  Member  concluded 
by  moving  for  a  return  of  surcharges  made 
for  assessed  taxes  of  each  class,  the  num- 
ber affirmed,  and  ihe  number  discharged, 
and  fllTO  for  the  dates  and  number  of  Acts 
of  Parliament  in  force  for  the  levying  of 
assessed  taxes. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ad- 
mitted thai  the  state  of  the  law  with  re- 
gard to  the  subject  was  very  defective, 
and  open  to  serious  objections.  He  felt 
it  his  duty  to  direct  his  attention  towards 
•t,  and  had  given  notice  of  a  measure  for 
the  consolidation  of  the  taxei,  which,  if  be 


The  Caslow  Election.]  Mr.Charles, 
Buller  rose  to  present  a  Petition  from  Mr. 
Vigors  which  contained  statements  relative 
to  the  allegations  in  the  petitions  from  Bath 
and  Carlow,  which  complained  of  that 
genlleraan  having  acted  in  iUcral  concert 
with  Mr.  O'Connell  as  regarded  certain 
transactions  connected  with  the  late  con- 
tested election  for  the  county  of  Carlow. 
The  petition  prayed  for  the  fullest  Inquiry 
into  every  circumstance  connected  with  that 
transaction.  As  the  petition  had  been  put 
into  hia  (Mr.  Bnller's)  hand  only  at  six 
o'clock  that  evening,  and  as  it  inculpated 
the  landlords  of  Carlow,  and  also  an  hon. 
Member  of  that  House,  he  should  not  enter 
into  particulars ;  and  as  it  related  to  a 
question  which  would  come  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  to-morrow, he  should 
content  himself  by  moving  that  the  pcli. 
'  m  be  printed,  and  put  into  circulation 
longst  hon.  Members.  It  certainly  would 
t  be  proper  to  make  statements  calculated 
prejudice  individuals  until  such  time  as 
those  individuals  should  be  prepared  with 
?rs.  He  should,  therefore,  content 
himself  with  briefly  stating  the  facts.  [The 
hnn.  Member  proceeded  to  read  an  outline 
of  the  petition,  which,  on  account  of  the 
interest  attached  to  it,  we  subjidn  in  full.] 
He  had  now  only  to  add,  that  it  was  hii 
intention  to  move  hereafter  that  thii  peti* 
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tion  abould  be  Ukea 
whenever  the  inquiry  iato  the  otbei  pe~ 
tilions  commenced ;  and  as  hon.  Members 
on  the  othei  idde  were  calling  for  inquiry 
into  one  set  of  practices,  interfering  as  they 
said  with  the  purity  and  freedom  of  election, 
he  could  not  believe  that  they  would  so  far 
show  the  hoUowneu  of  their  professions  as 
to  make  an  inquiry  into  the  acts  of  their 
opponents,  and  akulk  from  an  inquiry  into 
their  own  conduct.  He  concluded  by  mov- 
ing that  the  petition  be  read.  It  was  read 
as  follows : — 

"  To  the  Bonourdile  the  Commont  of  the  United 
Kingdmn  of  Great  Britain  eiid  Inland  in 
ParTiofnent  aiianbled — 
"  The  humble  petition  of  Nicholas  Aylnard 
Vigors,  of  Chester-terrace,  Regent's-pHrk, 
in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  of  Old 
Leighlin,  in  the  county  of  Carlow — 
"Shewelh — That  yoor  petitioner  is  informed 
that  petitions  have  been  presented   to  yoar 
honourable  House  by  cenaio  Electors  of  ilie 
county  of  Carlow,and  by  ceiiaia  Inhabitants  of 
Bath,  complaining  of  ao  alleged  illegal,  uncon' 
•litotional,  and  corrupt  conduct  of  your  Peli- 
lioser,  in  concert  with  Daniel  O'Connell,  esq, 
(a  Member  of  your  honourable   House),  and 
Alexander  Raphael,  and  other  individuals,  and 
praying  that  your  honourable  House  *ill  be 
pleased  to   inquire  strictly  into   the   circum- 
stances Ibereor,  and  to  bring  to  punishment  all 
persons  whom  your  honourable  House  may, 
on  inquiry,  deem  guilty  of  illegal  or  anconiti- 
tulional  acts. 

"  That  your  pelillooei  has  read  the  copies  of 
such  peiilioos  in  the  printed  Votes  of  your 
honourable  House. 

"That  your  petitioner  respectfully  denies  the 
truth  of  the  charges  and  imputaliDns  conveyed 
in  these  petitions,  alleging  tllegnl  and  uncon- 
stitutional conduct,  both  as  respects  himself 
and  the  said  Daniel  O'Connell  and  the  Inde- 
pendent Electors  of  the  county  of  Carlow. 

"  That  the  money  transactions  alluded  to  in 
the  said  petitions  were,  as  your  petitioner 
avers,  and  is  advised,  strictly  legal,  constitu- 
tional, and  honourable ;  that  the  great  majority 
of  yODT  honourable  Honse  is  accustomed  to 
make  similar  money  arrangements  in  respect 
to  their  seats  in  the  Commona'  House  of 
Parliamenr. 

"  That  the  said  Daniel  O'Connell,  esq;,  at  the 
request  of  Alexander  Raphael,  and  vrith  the 
consent  of  ynur  petitioner,  was  the  indiridual 
with  whom  the  monies  referred  to  were  lodged 
by  mutual  consent ;  that  the  said  Daniel 
O'Connell  duly  and  honourably  accounted  for 
such  monies  with  your  petirioner,  in  no  ways 
interfering  with  the  approprialion  thereof — 
that  no  part  of  such  monies  was  illegally  or 
unconstitutionally  expended,  and  that  your 
petitioner  was  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  coo- 
earned  by  himself  OT  his  agents  or  partisans  in 
ny  inalprticliee*  whatever  ia  relation  to  the 
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Representation  of  the  said  county  of  Carlow, 
or  in  relation  to  the  Commons'  Committees 

thereon, 

"  That  your  petitioner  and  his  family  are  ex- 
tensive Protestant  landed  proprietors  in  the 
counties  of  Carlow,  Queen's  County,  and  Wei- 
ford,  and  that  your  petitioner  represented  the 
county  town  of  Carlow  in  Parliament  in  1832, 
1833,  and  1B34. 

"  That  your  petitioner,  on  the  dissolution  of 
Parliament,  in  December,  1634,  was  an  un- 
successful candidate  for  the  borough  of  Carlow; 
but  in  June  last  your  petitioner,  on  the  unseat- 
ing of  Messrs.  Bruen  and  Kavanagh,  was  called 
upon  hy  the  leading  Reformers  of  the  county 
to  become  a  candidate  for  the  representation 
of  that  county,  and  your  petitioner  thereupon 
was  a  candidate,  and  was  returned  by  a  ma* 
jorily  of  fifty-seven  voles. 

"That  Alexander  Raphael  was  returned  at 
the  same  contest,  in  conjunction  niih  your 
peiilioner,  by  a  majority  of  fifty-sis  votes. 

"  That  the  said  Henry  Bruen  and  Thomas 
Kavanagh  vrere  the  candidates  on  the  Tory,  or 
"Conservative,''  interest,  opposed  to  your 
petitioner  and  the  said  Alexander  Raphael. 

"That  the  said  Henry  Bruen  and  Thomas 
Ka*anagh,  on  a  petition  of  Carlow  County 
electors  against  the  return  of  your  petitioner 
and  the  said  Alexander  Raphael,  neredeclared 
hy  a  Committee  of  your  honourable  House  the 
Members  for  the  said  county,  in  lieu  of  your 
petitioner  and  the  said  Alexander  Raphael. 

"That  your  petitioner,  by  himself  and  his 
agents,  is  anxious  to  be  rigidly  examined  at 
the  Bar  of  your  honourable  House,  or  by  a 
Select  Committee,  on  all  matters  without  re- 
serve relating  to  all  his  said  election  matten, 
and  without  limitation  as  to  time  or  eircum- 

"Thal  jour  petitioner  is  anxious  and  willing 
to  produce  to  jrout  honourable  House  all  ac- 
counts, papers,  documents,  vouchers,  and  any 
other  matters  or  tilings  whatsoever,  without 
reserve,  directly  or  indirectly  relating  to  elec- 
tions or  election  committees  of  the  county  of 
Carlow,  and  directly  or  indirectly  relating  to 
the  malters  in  the  said  petitions,  reflecting  on 
the  persotial  or  political  conduct  of  your  peti.- 
tioner  or  other  parties. 

"  That  your  petitioner  humbly  and  respect- 
fully represents  to  your  honourable  House  that 
your  honourable  House  cannot  fully  or  impar- 
tially investigate  the  merits  of  the  said  peti- 
tions without  a  full  and  strict  investigation 
into  all  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  Car- 
low  election  contests  in  the  years  1833  and 


"  That  the  circumstances  and  facts  connected 
with  such  elections  will  disclose  a  system  of 
unexampled  Tory  persecution  of  the  electors, 
and  of  conspiracy  against  the  freedom  and 
purity  of  election,  without  parallel  in  the  re- 
cords of  election  fraud  and  oppression,  and 
circumstances  immediately  hearing  on  tha 
merits  of  the  said  petitions. 

"That  the  evidence  before  the  Carlow  Elw> 
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lion  Commitleo  oF  your  honoaTsble  Housb  in 
Msy,  1835,  was  never  printed,  and  ia  generally 
DDknown  to  jour  honourable  House.     . 

"  Thai  your  pelitiouerbegs  lea  re  to  refer  your 
honourable  House  to  IJial  evidence,  and  to  tbe 
remarkable  teslitnony  of  the  Reverend  James 
Mahar,  of  the  borough  of  Carloir,  before  the 
Select  Comroitlee  of  your  honourable  House, 
appointed  in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament, 
'to  consider  the  most eHsctual  means  of  pre- 
venting  Bribery,  OorruptioD,  and  Inlimidalion 
in^be  electiou  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parlia- 
menL'  Your  petitioner  humbly  averring  that 
the  s;iid  Uevereud  James  Mahei  is  a  gentle- 
man of  indisputable  integrity,  education,  in- 
telligence,  and   local   knowledge   of    Carlo w 

"  That  during  and  lubseqnently  to  the  last 
three  contested  eleclians  for  the  representation 
of  the  county  of  Carlow,  viz.  in  December, 
1832,  Bod  in  January  and  June,  1635, the  most 
■candalous  corruption  end  inhuman  intimida- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Tory  landlords  and  of 
a  Peer  of  ParJiament  hare  prevailed  in  tlie 
■aid  county  against  honest  and  independent 
but  poot  electors;  that  during  the  last  few 
years  thousands  of  the  Catholic  tenantry  and 
ancient  resident  labouring  hmilies  by  political 
party  apirit  and  religious  peraeoution  hare 
been  expelled  &om  their  residences  and  lands, 
and  Protesianis  substituted  in  their  place; 
that  hundreds  of  widows  and  orphans  hnve 
been  included  in  this  wicked  and  unchristian 
proscription  and  persecution ;  that,  by  the  fear 
of  similar  persecutions,  numbers  of  the  electors 
have  been  coerced  to  giie  their  votes  for  the 
Tory  candidates,  who  would  have  otherwise 
Botorioualy  supported  tbe  Befonn  candidates ; 
that  persecution,  by  the  cost  and  terror  of  dis- 
traints for  rent  and  other  legal  processes,  has 
been  extensively  resorted  to  for  political  and 
party  purposes,  and  that  appalling  misery, 
dissension,  heartburnings,  and  all  sorts  of 
crime,  have  been,  and  still  are,  the  unhappy 
consequences  of  these  illegal,  unconslilutional, 
knd  wicked  proceedings. 

"  That  to  iDform  your  honourable  House  of 
tbe  extent  of  these  dreadful  oppressions,  partly 
perpetrated  for  political  and  election  purposes, 
your  petitioner  inserls  the  following  account 
of  expelled  and  substituted  families  in  parts  of 
the  said  county  of  Carlow~-a  public  account 
never  yet  contradicted, as  acts,  tbougb  the  mo- 
tives l^ve  been  questioned ;  viz.— 

'  In  one  parish,  the  parish  of  Duuleekney, 
fliere  have  been  ejected  within  the  last  few 
years,  by  three  or  four  landlords,  178  families, 
amounting  to  993  individuals,  including  ^4 
vidowa  and  orphans — namely, 

■From  the  towniands  of  Ballinkiiten,  the 
property  of  Viscount  Beresfbrd,  where  the  sys- 
tem first  commenced,  there  were  evicted  at 
once  39  families,  amounting  to  205  individuals, 
including  56  widows  and  orphans. 

'  From  Ballyknocken,  the  property  of  the 
luii  nsUt  VbcouDt,  T  famiUw,  aunDuuting  to 


33  individuati,  including  13  vidotn  and  oi< 

phans. 

'  From  Slyguff,  the  property  of  tbe  same,  9 
families,  amounting  to  64  individuals,  includ- 
ing 13  widows  and  orphans. 

'  From  Clowater,  by  the  same,  0  families, 
amounting  to  39  individuals. 

'  From  Clonegath,  by  the  same,  25  familiet, 
amounting  to  151  individuals,  including  30 
widows  and  orphans. 

'  Making  a  total  of  66  families,  amounting 
to  492  individuals,  including  113  widows  and 

',From  that  part  of  Colonel  Bruen's  estate, 
which  is  situated  in  this  parish,  the  following 
number  of  families  were  expelled  ;— 

'From  the  townland  of  Ballyloughan  13 
families,  coniaioing  63  individnals,  including 
8  widows  and  orphans. 

'  Ballytarsua,  19  families,  containing  101 
individuals,  including  31  widows  and  orphans. 

'  Knockthomas,  11  families,  containing  53 
individuals,  including  13  widows  and  orphans. 

'  Bohermore,  7  families,  containing  45  indi- 
viduals, including  14  widows  and  orphans. 

'Kildrina,  4  families,  con taiuing  23  indivl- 
duals,  including  6  widows  and  orphans. 

'  Numey,  5  families,  confEuning  30  indiri- 

'  Oldtown,  3  families,  containing  9  indivi- 
duals, including  widow  and  orphans. 

'  Ballyleglea,  1  family,  containing  7  indivU 
duals,  widow  and  orphans. 

*  KnockuUard,  4  families,  containing  IB  in- 
dividuals,  including  8  widows  and  orpnans. 

'Making  a  total  of  66  families,  containinK 
348    individuals,   including    83   widows   anS 

'  One  of  these  towniands  was  not  in  the  pos- 
session of  Colonel  Bruen  at  the  time  the  tenan- 
try were  ejected. 

'  From  the  townland  of  Bally williamroe,  the. 
properly  of  Colonel  Lalouche,  Mr.  Butler, 
agent,  16  families,  containing  93  iildividualf, 
including  17  widows  and  orphans. 

'  Dunroe,  the  property  of  Messrs.  Newton, 
8  families^  conIaining.d4  individuals,  including 
widows  and  orphans. 

'  Kilcarrig  and  Dunleckney,  belonging  to 
the  same,  3  families,  containing  10  individuals, 
including  3  orphans  and  widow. 

'Making  a  total  of  10  families, containing 
54  individuals,  including  3  widows  and  or- 

'AmounliRg,  in  all,  to  no  less  than  I7i 
families,  containing  993  individuals,  including 
334  widows  and  orphans. 

'  Besides  those  already  evicted,  notices  to 
quit  in  a  fen  months  have  been  sefved  by  the 
same  landlords  upon  the  following  number  of 
families,  vii. 

'  In  the  townland  of  Slygaff,  tbe  property  of 
Viseoont  Beresfbrd,  15  families,  amounting  to 
94  individuals,  including  23  widows  and  oi- 
phaiu. 

'In  Shaughanrane,  the  ^roper^  of  Colonel 
Braea,  23  families,  amounting  to  123  indivi- 
duals, including  33  widows  and  orphani, 
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'  In  Knockaltird,  bj  Colonel  Braeo,  9  fami- 
lies,  amounting  to  11  penooa,  iodudiDg  S 
widowi  and  orphans— 

'Makias  a  total  of  35  familieii  amouDling 

to  135  indiriduals,  iacliiding  41  widows  ana 

'In  Kilcarrig,  the  property  of  the  Messrs. 
NewtOD,  31  lamiliea,  amounting  to  163  inditi- 
duals,  inolading  98  «ido«s  and  orphans. 

'  Making  a  total  of  71  families,  amoanting 
to  391  indiridual),  including  B3  widows  and 
orphans. 

'These  families,  added  to  those  already 
ejected,  make  in  all  349  families,  amoaniiog  to 
13B3,  indiriduals,  including  316  widows  and 

"  That  yoar  hoooarable  House,  fully  lo  do 
justice  to  your  petitioner,  to  the  Carlow  eleC' 

tort,  to  Daniel  O'Connell,  Esq.,  aud  to  the 

several  petitioners,  and  all  parties  concerned, 

cannot, m  the  respectful  opioion  of  your  peti- 
tioner, decide  on  the  merits  of  the  said  peti- 
tions without  a  full  and  unrestricted   inquiry 

into  all  the  abore  facts  and  circumstances, 
"  Your  oetitionEr,  therefore,  humbly  prays 

that  your  oonourable  House  will  be  pleased  to 

institute  such   ■  full   aud   strict  inquiry,  and 

that  your  petitioner  may  be  examined  with  all 

necessary  agents,  parties,  and  witnesses,  in  the 

matters  of  the  said   pclition,  and   concerning 

the  said  elections  and  matters  in  the  county  of 

Carlow ;     and   that   your  petitioner   may  be 

heard  by  himself,  (Munsel,or  ageols, 

"  And  your  petitioner  will  ever  pray,  tee. 

Nicholas  Aylwakd  Vioou." 
Colonel  Bruen  said,  that  he  would  not 

oppoM  the  recepdon  of  the  Petttion.    The 

hon.  MeiDber  wiu  quite  correct  in  ex^iress- 

ing  the  opinion  that  he  (Colonel  Bruen) 

and  his  fiiendi  were  anxious  la  have  the 

moat  minute  inquiry  made  into  all  the  dr- 

oumstancei  comiected  with  the  caw  of  the 

Carlow  election.     He  did  not  dread  the 

conecquences    of    any  advantaeea    which 

might  be  g^ed  agoinat  him  by  the  present- 
ation of  tnii  petition,  though  he  must  com- 
plain of  the  nmcwhat  uncourteous  manner 

ID  which  he,  a  party  implicated,  had  been 

treated  on  the  present  occasion.     He  had 

never  seen  the  petition  till  seven  o'clock 

that  evening,  and  Irom  what  he  had  heard 
of  it,  as  it  was  read  by  the  clerk  at  the 

Table,  he  should  say,  that  if  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Liskeard  took  upon 
him  to  have  it  printed,  he  would  be  lending 
his  hand  to  the  circulation  of  calumny.  The 
boa-  and  learned  Member  foi;  Dublin  had 
been  treated  more  courteously  the  other 
night  in  respect  to  the  petition  which  had 
been  presented  from  the  electors  of  Carlow; 
he  had  had    time   to  prepare  hia   defence 

gainst  it  before  it  was  brought  before  the 
ouse-     He,  however,  would  not  enter 
Qpon  the  nih}ect  of  the  petition  now,  but 
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having  agreed  to  the  introduction  and  the 
printing  of  it,  he  should  be  deceiving  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Liskeaid  very 
much  if  he  led  that  hon.  Member  to  sup- 
pose, by  his  ready  assent  to  printing  the  pe- 
tition, that  he  (Colonel  Bruen)  should  after- 
wards agree  that  the  contents  of  the  peti- 
tion, containing  matters  so  irrelevant  to  the 
matter  of  the  late  election  at  Cailow,  should 
be  taken  into  consideration  at  any  inquiry 
which  might  be  instituted  into  the  latter. 

Mr.  Carles  BuUer  wished  to  dear  him- 
self from  the  charge  of  discourtesy  which 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  had  brought 
against  him  (Mr.  C.  Buller).  He  only  got 
the  petition  that  evening :  it  had  been  put 
into  his  hand  at  six  o'clock,  and  he  imme- 
diately stated  the  circumstance  to  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Carlow  on  his 
coming  into  the  House. 

Mr.  Henry  Thomas  Hop*  wished  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  situation 
of  a  noble  relative  of  his,  referred  lo  in  the 
petilioQ,  who  did  not  at  this  moment  know 
of  its  presentation.  As  he  only  heard  of  it 
at  nine  o'clock  that  evening,  that  noble  per* 
son  could  not,  of  course,  be  aware  of  the 
petition,  which  would  be  before  the  public 
prior  to  his  being  able  to  make  himself  even 
acquainted  with  the  allegations  contained 
in  It,  mud)  less  to  bring  forward  proof  that 
the  statements  contained  in  it  could  not  be 
substantiated.  He  would  not,  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Carlow  had  avoided  doing  so, 
enter  into  the  subject  of,  the  petition;  but 
he  thought  it  was  not  right  or  fair  to  let 
Euch  a  petition  be  laid  upon  the  Table,  and 
its  allegations  sent  before  the  public,  with- 
out stating  that  his  noble  relative  was 
anxious  for  inquiry,  and  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  course  punucd  by  the  hon.  Member  was 
somewhat  'unfair  in  bringing  this  petition 
before  the  House  without  intimation  to  the 
parties  who  were  attacked  in  a  manner  so 
painful  to  their  feelings,  and  who  would 
not  be  aware  of  the  petition  before  an  im- 
pression was  made  on  the  public  to  their 
pr^udice. 

Petition  to  be  printed. 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS, 
Tueiday,  February  16,  1836. 

HmiTtH.]  PMltioei  pnacDM.  By  Ita*  bd  of  Lirm- 
moL,  BUD  '0«an  uid  OscsptMi  of  Laud  In  Siloiit 
pnjint  tot  Relkr.— Sj  Eiri  FtnwtLUiut,  fivm  Ike 
AfTriealcunl  nd  HordmRunl  AsMiUlaa  of  CUBUNi, 
lb(  IB  EqiuUMOoti  of  DvllM  <B  EmI  aod  Wot-lnAi 
SufHi — Br  Laid  DAca^  Aon  Ik*  OaiHait  at  Ike 
i'Doief  RoTiloB,  fn  in  AmemlDunl  of  flM  Pooi-L»^ 
ABdidBui  AM — By  Iwd  DMnuH,  Odoi  Uh  Town 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  Februarj/  16,  1836. 

Hinma.!  BUIl  Rex)  ■  But  time : — EidicquK  BUlii 
Fouloiu  Dutls. — Had  ■  third  time:— Dean  TorOL 
PMUoiB  pmented.  By  Mr.  Gilloh,  ftom  PlunlnLs 


Act— By  the  L 


n  (EdlDburgti)  igumt  the  Tippling 
AnroctTK,  fiom  HiuHlbuigli,  In 
~liiiDL — Bf  CspCiin  Al- 
le  Rpgutatla 
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people,  to  make  it  known  that  the  mail  of 
the  people  of  Biraiingham  atill  relained  a 
deeply-rooted  love  for  Reform  id  PailJa- 
tnent.  This  petition  had  been  signed  by 
20,000  persons,  all  volunteer!,  for  not  a 
igle  signature  had  been  solicited — not  a 
igle  person  had  been  forced  to  sign  it  by 
lawyers,  or  parsons,  or  landlords.  The 
petitioners  were  anxious  for  a  further  Re- 
form in  that  House,  and  they  were  anx- 
above  all,  for  a  Reform  in  the  House 
of  Lords.  He  looked  upon  such  a  Reform 
absolutely  necessary,  !n  order  to  enable 
the  House  of  Lords  to  legidate  pari  passu 
ith  that  House  for  the  good  of  ihe  peo- 
ple. If  such  a  Rerorm  did  not  take  place, 
there  would  be  constant  danger  of  collision 
itween  their  Lordships  and  that  House, 
id  the  result  would  be,  that  the  Honao 
Commons  would  be  obliged  to  adopt 
easures  which  he  would  never  recom- 
mend, unless  a  stern  necessity  called  for 
their  adoption.  Hehoped  that  the  House 
of  Lords,  by  means  of  a  legal  and  peace- 
able reform,  would  be  enabled  to  go  hand- 
in-hand  with  that  House  in  promoting  all 
improvements  that  the  interests  of  liberty, 
humanity,  and  justice  demanded.  He 
(Mr.  Attwood)  had  himself  no  plan  of 
Reform  to  offer  for  that  purpose,  but  he 
supposed  that  Government  would  come 
forward  with  some  such  plan,  and  that  it 
would  include  the  abolilion  of  voting  by 
proxy,  and  the  relieving  the  archbishops 
and  bishops  from  their  temporal  duties  in 
the  House  of  Lords.  He  thought  that  the 
sooner  this  subject  was  touched  the  better, 
for  the  Lords  as  well  as  the  people.  The 
petitioners  also  prayed  the  House  to  carry 
into  full  effect  the  principles  of  Corporation 
Reform.  Several  important  popular  prin- 
ciples, such  as  the  doing  away  with  the 
qualification,  &c.  which  had  been  inserted 
in  the  Corporation  Bill,  as  passed  in  the 
Commons,  and  which  had  been  struck 
out  by  the  Lords,  should  be  restored  to  it. 
He  trusted,  that  under  such  circumstances, 
the  Lords  would  not  resist  the  will  of  the 
people  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  pe- 
titioners also  prayed  for  a  Bill  to  reforni 
the  Irish  Church.  The  subject  had  been 
noticed  in  his  Majesty's  speech;  but  he 
saw  nothing  about  the  appropriation 
clause  there.  He  hoped  that  Ministers 
would  not  abandon  that  principle.  Their 
abandonment  of  it  would  produce  general 
dissatisfaction  amongst  the  people  of  Eng- 
land. They  should  stand  by  it  until  it 
ffu  the  law  of  the  land.    Anotbei  lu^ect 


'    THE     I'EERS BlRMINO- 

HAU  Petition.]  Mr.  Thomas  Attwood 
said  that  he  had  an  important  petition  to 
present  to  the  House  from  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Birmingham.  It  emanated 
from  a  meeting  called  by  the  Council  of 
the  Political  Union,  a  society  to  which  he 
felt  it  an  honour  to  belong,  and  which  had 
hr  different  object?  in  view  from  those  of 
the  Orange  Society,  its  objects  being  the 
maintenance  of  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
of  the  laws  of  the  realm,  and  of  the  right) 
and  privileges  of  the  Crown.  An  effort 
had  been  made  to  misrepresent  this  meet- 
ing, as  if  it  were  not  a  regular  town's 
meeting  of  Birmingham.  It  was  one  regu- 
larly convened,  held  in  that  town,  and 
attended  by  thousands,  They  had  no 
regular  fixed  authority  in  Birmingham  for 
calling  a  meeting  of  the  town.  Their 
practice,  during  the  last  twenty-five  years, 
was,  that  their  town  meetings  were  either 
called  by  the  High  Bailiff,  or  by  the  re- 
quisition of  private  individuals,  and  such 
a  meeting,  when  so  convened,  was  always 
considered  as  representing  the  inhabitants 
of  Birmingham.  This  meeting  had  taken 
place  in  consequence  of  the  efforts  which 
'  the  opposite  party  had  been  making  for 
tbe  last  twelve  months  to  agitate  and  dis- 
turb the  country  against  the  Reform  Bill. 
Since  the  present  Ministers  had  come  into 
power,  he  had  every  reason  to  be  satisfied 
with  their  proceedings,  and  he  had  felt  no 
disposition  to  push  them  forward  by  the 
"  pressure  from  without."  But  the  oppo- 
nents of  Ministers  would  not  rest  quiet. 
They  resorted  to  all  modes  of  attack  and 
annoyance — to  the  making  of  Conservative 
political  unions  and  associations,  and  '" 
the  asserting  and  publishing  all  manner 
falsehoods.  He,  in  common  with  the  rest 
of  his  neighbours,  thought  it  filling  that 
those  lies,  and  errors,  and  misrepresenta- 
tions should  be  set  right,  and  they  cod- 
ceived  that  they  owed  it  as  a  duty  to  the 
Crown,  to  the  LegiiiUtuie,  and  to  the 
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to  which  the  petitioners  adverted  wfts  Ihe 
necessity  for  introducing  poor  laws  into 
Ireland.  He  wbb  glad  to  see  that  a  men- 
sure  for  that  purpose  was  in  progress,  as 
he  was  convinced  thttt  there  never  would 
be  peace,  prosperity,  or  happiness  in  Ire- 
land until  a  provision  for  the  poor,  found- 
od  on  the  same  principle  as  that  of  the 
43rd  of  Elizabeth,  vas  introduced  there. 
The  hon.  Member  concluded  by  preseotinr 
the  petition, 

Mr.  Scholefield  could  bear  testimony  to 
the  statements  made  by  his  hon.  Col- 
league. Never  were  good  order  and 
unanimity  more  observable  than  upon  the 
occasion  when  this  petition  wss  agreed  to. 
There  were  three  points  which  the  petition 
embraced,  but  he  would  only  call  atten- 
tion to  one  of  them.  There  was  only  one 
opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  Irish  Corpo- 
rate Reform,  reform  of  the  Irish  Church, 
and  as  to  the  necessity  of  poor  laws  for 
Ireland;  but  there  was  a  difference  of 
opinion  between  him  and  his  constituents 
with  regard  to  a  reform  of  the  House  of 
Lords.  It  was  the  desire  of  man^  of  the 
people  of  Birmingham  not  to  interfere 
with  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
■0  long  as  they  did  not  obstruct  the  pro- 
gress of  improvement. 

Mr.  Ihtgdaleiiad  every  reason  to  believe 
that  when  the  nature  of  the  petition  was 
raptained,  the  House  would  not  attach  so 
much  importance  to  it  as  the  hon.  Member 
who  presented  it  appeared  to  expect.  The 
principal  prayer  of  the  petition  was  for  an 
organic  change  in  the  House  of  Lords,  by 
which  was  meant  an  utter  destruction  and 
violation  of  the  rights  and  independence  of 
that  House  as  a  branch  of  the  Lepslature. 
That  object  might  appear  desirable  in  the 
eyes  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Birmingham, 
and  to  a  few  persons  there  who  were  de- 
luded and  led  away  by  the  wily  eloquence 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  but  Jt  was  an 
object  held  in  abhorrence,  and  repudiated 
by  an  immense  majority  in  that  great  and 
important  town.  At  the  time  of  the  meet- 
ing referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member,  a 
number  of  gentlemen  of  the  highest  re- 
spectability connected  with  Birmingham 
objected  to  the  course  pursued  by  a  few 
persons  in  taking  upon  themselves  to  call 
a  Town-meeting,  and  to  represent  the 
feelings  and  opinions  of  the  inhabitants. 
These  gentlemen  drew  up  a  protest  against 
the  proceedings  of  the  requisitionists, 
which  he  begged  to  read  to  the  House. 
h.watas  follows: — 
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"Birmingham,  Jan.  13,  1836. 
"  An  adfertisemant  aud  plaeaid  having  been 
issued  by  certain  peraons  calling  tharuselves 
'  The  Council  of  the  Itirmingliain  Polilicat 
Union,'  and  pretending  to  act  under  an  au- 
ihoriiy  itjtiusled  to  lliera  by  the  inhabitants  of  ' 
BirminghaDi  on  the  4th  of  September  last,  and 
these  persons  having  taken  upon  themselves  to 
convene  a  general  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
for  (he  purpose  of  passing  an  address  to  the 
King,  and  a  petition  to   Ihe  House  of  Com- 

"  We,  the  undersigned  magistrales,  clergy, 
gentry,  banlcers,  merchants,  manufaclurera, 
tradesmen,  and  other  inhabitants  of  Binning. 


ilher  CD  the  4lh  of  September  last, 
olher  occasion,  '  the  inhabitants  of  Birming- 
ham intrusted'  those  peraoos  with  any  power, 
authority,  or  right  to  represent  Ihem  in  any 
way  whatever.  We  deny  (hat  they  do,  in 
fact,  represent  either  Ihe  properly,  the  respect- 
ability, or  the  opinions  of  this  town,  and  we 
take  this  step  with  a  view  to  disabuse  tlie  pub> 
lie  mind  as  to  the  uatura  and  pretensions  of 
the  proposed  meeting,  and  that  the  character 
of  this  town  may  be  no  longer  compromised 
and  its  commercial  ioterests  injured  by  the 
proceedings  of  tbe  Political  Union." 

This     protest     was    signed    by      2,000 

Eersons,  all  of  whom  were  inhabitant 
ouseholders  of  Birmingham— men  of  full 
age,  and  of  the  greatest  respectability, 
includiog  individuals  of  different  political 
opinions:  he  believed  the  hon.  Oentletnan 
would  find  in  the  list  of  signatures  the 
names  of  some  of  bis  own  supporters. 
There  were  ft  few  names  In  the  list  which 
had  been  placed  in  it  by  mistake,  and 
which  he  had  therefore  scratched  out. 
The  protest  included  all  the  officers  of  the 
borough  but  the  Low  Bailiff.  It  con- 
tained the  names  of  twenty-five  clergy- 
men, sixty  attornies,  forty  physicians, 
135  gentlemen,  two  bankers,  and  eighty 
merchants.  Tbe  petition  was  said  to  come 
from  the  body  called  the  Birmingham  Po- 
litical Union  ;  but  it  was  well  known  to 
every  man  in  the  House,  that  that  body 
had  been  bled  to  death  a  long  time  ago, 
and  he  believed  it  was  out  of  the  power  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Birmingham,  with  all 
his  eloquence,  ingenuity,  and  ability,  to 
bring  it  again  into  existence.  In  the 
first  place,  then,  this  petition  came  from  a 
dead  body.  It  was  said  that  there  were 
30,000  signatures  to  the  petition — a  most 
formidable  number  indeed,  and  the  docu- 
ment would  be  assuredly  entitled  to  the 
consideration  which  the  hon.  GentlemRn 
claimed  for  it  at  the  bands  of  the  House, 
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if  thoie  were  the  sigDatorei  of  IJviog 
persons,  of  Tull  age  and  lane  mindi.  Were 
they  (o  ?  That  waa  exactly  whil  he 
wiahed  to  know.  Who  were  the  petition- 
ers? Were  they  men,  women,  or  chil- 
dren? Were  these  the  advanced  guard 
of  the  host  of  20,000,000  men  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Birmingham  in- 
formed them  were  ready  to  march  under 
his  banners,  and  against  whom  a  few  thou- 
sand ptUful  wretches  called  Tories  couid 
do  nothing.  He  had  received  information 
from  a  friend  residing  at  Birmingham  of 
the  manner  in  wliich  some  of  thoae  sig- 
nature«hadbeenobtained,andhewBgready 
to  prove  at  the  Bar,  iftbe  House  wished  it, 
the  truth  of  his  statement.  First,  the  peti- 
tion had  been  sent  to  a  vastnumber  of  pot- 
housesofthe  lowest  description  inBirmpng- 
hara,end  persons  were  sent  to  guard  it  who 
were  of  the  lowest  character.  People 
were  stationed  with  it  for  a  fortnight  in  all 
the  public  streets  and  thoroughraies  of  the 
town,  and  they  were  seen  in  the  open  streets 
to  signnameaflername  to  the  petition  with- 
out the  authority  or  presence  of  any  one. 
His  informant  stated  that  he  saw  tables  in 
the  streets  surrounded  by  children  of  ten 
or  twelve  years  of  age,  and  one  of  them 
who  coutd  write,  was  writing  the  names 
of  the  rest,  which  were  many  of  them  ill 
•pelt.  Many  of  the  sheets  were  covered 
with  marks,  purporting  to  be  those  of  se- 
Teral  persons.  He  would  leave  it  to  the 
House  to  say  which  they  considered  of 
most  consequence— the  protest  he  held  in 
his  hand,  or  the  bulky  petition  that  had 
been  laid  upon  the  Table. 

Mr.  O'ConTuH  said,  ihat  was  eiaclly 
the  question.  Here  were  20,000  signa- 
tures on  the  one  hand — to  be  sure  tliey 
were  those  of  the  rabble,  according  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Warwickshire — a  familiar 
name  for  Englishmen  at  present.  On  the 
other  hand  was  the  protest  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  ;  among  the  2,000  signatures 
to  which,  the  hon.  Member  candidly  ad- 
mitted that  there  were  some  mistakes,  which 
be  had  scratched  out.  Mistakes  meant  for- 
geries. Here  were  20,000  signatures 
attached  to  a  petition  when  nobody  was 
by,  aud  this  happened,  not  inPotatoshire, 
but  at  Birmingham.  The  people  ought 
not  to  he  treated  with  ridicule  such  as  the 
bon.  Member  had  employed.  Perhaps 
they  asked  ftir  what  the  hon.  Gentleman 
thought  was  unreasonable— a  change  in 
the  House  of  Lords ',  but  Englishmen  had 
a  [igbt  to  ask  foi  any  organic  cbitnge  tbat 


they  thongbt  Decesiary  for  their  liberty. 
If  they  thought  that  there  ought  to  be  no 
irresponsible  power  in  the  state,  the  peo- 
ple had  a  right  to  say  so,  and  to  petition 
the  House  on  the  subject,  provided  they 
pressed  their  sentiments  in  respectful 
nguage.  The  people  of  Birmingham 
ire  entitled  to  entertain  their  opinion, 
the  hon.  Member  to  retain  his,  as  to  the 
House  of  Lords  or  any  other  subject  i  hut 
having  himself  been  received  with  high 
honour  at  Birmingham,  he  felt  bound  to 
say  that  he  saw  2,000  individuals  at  a 
meeting  in  that  town  who  appeared  to 
him  to  be  quite  as  respectable  (they  could 
not  he  more  so)  as  the  hon.  Member — ai 
intelligent  and  as  discriminating.  Those 
personscould  havehad  no  reason  for  joining 
in  sentiment  with  him,  but  that  which 
arose  out  of  a  belief  that  they  had  a  com- 
munity of  feeling  as  to  the  necessity  of 
increasing  the  guarantees  of  Bntish 
liberty.  The  day  was  gone  by  when  the 
people  could  be  safely  saeered  at  in  that 
House,  because  a  voice  represenling  the 
people  would  now  be  railed  in  their  be- 
half whenever  they  were  attacked  or 
slighted.  The  bon.  Gentleman  might 
sneer  at  the  eloquence  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Birmingham,  but  he  did  not  know  tbat 
the  hon,  Gentleman  exceeded  the  hon. 
Member,  except  in  brevity ;  and  perhaps 
tbis  was  because  the  hon.  Gentleman 
thought  the  less  said  about  his  cause  the 
better;  hut  he  did  not  exceed  the  hon. 
Member  for  Birmingham  in  integrity,  or 
in  his  exertions  in  the  cause  of  reform, 
which  owed  much  to  the  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham, but  still  more  to  the  determina- 
tion of  the  people  of  Birmingham.  He 
believed  that  they  would  now  be  silting 
in  a  rotten  borough  Parliament  if  the 
people  of  Birmingham  had  not  expressed 
their  opinion  in  as  firm  but  peaceable  a 
manner  as  they  did.  Ought  not  this  pe- 
tition of  20,000  people  to  he  therefore 
treated  with  respect  ?  He  was  sure  that 
no  Tory  clique  would  venture  to  treat  such 
a  petition  with  contempt. 

Mr.  Scarlett  said,  it  had  always  been 
the  practice  of  those  persons  who  were 
discontented  with  the  institutions  of  theiT' 
country  to  collect  together  meetings  of 
the  working  classes  of  society,  who  bad 
not  time  to  devote  their  attention  to  po- 
litical considerations,  and  who  were  there- 
fore easily  deluded,  and  to  endeavour  to 
persuade  them  that  they  were  ill  governed, 
with  a  view  to  induce  Uiem  to  pnppoit  ott 
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ganie  chang^es  in  the  atftle.  This  Mouse 
would  coniider  with  indulgence,  and  not 
too  nicely  criticise,  the  petitions  of  the 
people  ;  but  it  deserved  their  serious  con- 
sideration, whether  petitions  of  this  nature 
ought  to  be  encouraged,  proposing,  as  they 
did,  to  alter  the  most  important  guarantees 
of  our  national  liberties.  The  best  excuse 
for  those  who  in  former  days  had  been 
indicted  for  high  treason,  because  they 
agitated  »  question  of  reform  in  that 
House,  consisted  in  the  allegation  that 
such  a  reform  was  only  sought  to  be  ob- 
tained by  due  course  and  process  of  law, 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  House  itself, 
for  the  purpose  of  increasing'  whose 
powerit  was  intended ;  but  asno  man  could 
reasonably  expect  that  the  authority  of  the 
Lords  was  to  be  diminished  by  their  own 
consent,  or  by  any  means  short  of  actual 
force  and  revolution,  he  did  not  see  how 
the  proposition  for  effecting  such  an 
O^nic  change  in  the  state  differed  from 
the  GDse  of  treason.  How  could  Members 
distinguish  between  this  case  and  a  de- 
mand for  a  reform  in  the  monsTchy  ?  He 
could  not  understand  the  distinction,  and 
inhis  opinion,  those  persons  who  demanded 
inch  organic  chai>geB  were  traiton  to  the 
state. 

Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 

Carlow  Er.ECTioK — Mb,  O'Cokkell 
AND  Mr.  Raphael.]  On  th«  Motion  of 
Mt<  Hardy,  the  first  Standing  Order  rela- 
tive to  elections  was  read  by  the  Clerk  as 
fallows; — "That  if  it  shall  appear  that 
any  person  hath  been  elected  or  returned 
a  Member  of  this  House, or  endeavoured 
so  to  be,  by  bribery,  or  any  other  corrupt 
practices,  this  House  will  proceed  with  I 
the  utmost  severity  against  all  such  per- 
sons as  shall  have  been  wilfully  concerned 
in  such  bribery  or  other  corrupt  prac- 
tices." 

Mr.  Hardt/  spolce  to  the  following  ef< 
feet : — Whether  the  risibility  of  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen has  been  eicited  by  the  reading; 
of  this  order  1  know  not;  but  of  this  1 
am  convinced,  that  the  case  which  I  am 
about  to  lay  before  the  House  for  its  con- 
uderation  comes  within  the  principle,  if 
not  the  very  words  of  that  order.  And, 
Sir,  it  is  a  matter  of  great  relief  to  my 
mind  that  this  matter  comes  before  the 
House  at  a  time  and  under  circumstances 
6iied  upon  by  the  hon,  and  learned  Mem- 
ber himself,  who  is  most  interested  in  the 
reatdt  of  the  ptoceediog.    I  am  iejotc«d 
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at  that  fiict,  because  I  did  fear  that  the 
hon,  and  learned  Gentleman  might  have 
sustained  some  inconvenience  iu  conse- 
quence of  an  omission  on  my  part  in  not 
having  communicated  to  him  the  petition 
which  I  had  to  present,  but  which,  or 
rather  a  copy  of  which,  I  have  since 
learnt,  was  in  his  hands  before  it  was  in 
mine.  Sir,  there  was  another  circum- 
Btance  which  I  was  apprehensive  might 
have  created  some  inconvenience  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member,  and  that  was 
the  hour  at  which  the  discussion  of  this 
case  might  be  likely  to  come  on,  in  con- 
sequence of  my  notice  standing  the  ninth 
on  the  paper  for  this  evening.  Accord- 
ingly, as  soon  as  I  could  satisfy  myself, 
which  was  not  until  late  on  Wednes- 
day night,  that  I  had  a  perfect  right  to 
-bring  it  forward  in  precedence  as  a  breach 
of  privilege,  I  determined  to  write,  and 
the  next  morning  wrote  a  note  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  which  note  I  will 
read  to  the  House  ; — "  Mr,  Hardy  pre- 
sents his  compliments  to  Mr.  O'Connell, 
and  begs  leave  to  inform  him  that  it  is  his 
intention  to  claim  precedence  for  his 
Motion  of  this  evening  respecting  the 
CarJow  election,  as  involving  a  breach  of 
privilege. — 7,  Portland -place,  Feb.  11," 
The  answer  was,  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentlemen  was  not  up,  and  would  not  be 
up  for  an  hour ;  but  in  the  course  of  the 
moroing  I  received  the  following  note; — 
If  any  act  of  Mr.  Hardy's  could  create 
surprise  in  the  mind  of  any  impartial  per- 
son, it  would  be  thaf,  after  having  neg- 
lected all  the  ordinary  courtesies  between 
Members,  he  should  have  had  the  almost 
incredible  presumption  to  address  bis  first 
communication  to  Mr.  O'Connell,  who, 
however,  cannot  but  feel  flattered  that  Mr. 
Hardy  should  send  him  his  compliments." 
Sir,  I  trust,  if  I  am  to  judge  by  the  conli- 
dence  which  the  hon,  and  learned  Member 
has  displayed,  he  cannot  but  be  glad  that 
I  sent  him  my  compliments.  But  I  (rust 
also,  that  this  evening  the  objection  which 
on  Thursday  nieht  was  made  to  the  pro- 
ceeding by  the Tion,  and  learned  Member 
namely,  that  it  was  "  a  mock  solemnity," 
will  not  be  repeated  —  a  designation 
which,  I  think,  was  given  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  not  with  perfect 
consistency,  because  he  himself  thought 
that  it  was  a  case  for  inquiry,  and  how  a 
'  mock  solemnity"  should  occupy  the  at- 
ention  of  the  House,  or  how,  if  it  was 
fairly  a  case  for  ioquiry,  it  could  be  a 
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dislreBsing  circumstances  mentioned  in 
Mr.  Vigors'  petition  toolc  place.  Why 
did  not  the  hoD.  and  leHrned  Gentleman 
brinj  forward  tbe  wrongs  of  theae  un- 
happy widows  and  children?  Why  is  it 
that  the  circumstances  of  their  case  are  so 
peculiarly  connected  with  the  circum- 
stances of  mine,  thai  those  circumstances 
have  only  now  come  out,  although  it  is 
stated  in  the  petition  that  tbe  people 
have  been  persecuted  for  years.  Having 
made  these  few  preliminary  remarks,  I  will 
now  proceed  with  the  case  which  1  have 
undertaken  to  lay  before  the  House.  It 
lies  in  a  very  narrow  compass.  Most 
gentlemen  must  recollect,  that  on  the  27tb 
oflast  May,  the  Committee  then  sitting 
to  consider  the  merits  of  the  petition  com- 
plaining of  an  undue  return  for  the  county 
of  Carlow,  declared  the  election  of  Mr. 
CahiJl  and  Mr.  Maurice  O'Connell  void. 
On  the  23(h  of  May,  the  next  day— so 
"'    ■    "       -     ■    ■ '        of   tbe    county    of 


"mock  soleronitTt"  I  know  not;  butper- 
bapa  the  hon.  ai^d  learned  Gentleman  can 
explain.  If,  however,  it  was  a  case  of 
"mock  solemnity,"  something  has  passed 
since  Thursday  which  rescues  it  from  that 
title.  Since  Thursday,  nay,  no  longer  ago 
than  last  night,  steps  have  been  taken  by 
two  hon.  Members  which  have  given  this 
question  a  solemnity  which  it  never  pos' 
■essed  before.  1  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  conversing  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ipswich,  who  a  few  nights  ago  treated  tbe 
question  very  lightly;  and  who  stated, 
to  show  what  his  feelings  and  opinions 
were  respecting  it,  that  it  was  liis  intention 
to  move  for  an  account  of  all  the  transac- 
tions and  agreements  between  all  tbe 
Members  of  this  House.  Whether,  upon 
consideration,  he  found  that  such  an  in- 
quiry would  not  suit  all  purposes,  I  know 
not;  but,  from  considering  the  present 
B  case  of  no  importance,  it  became,  in  his 
estimation,  of  such  magnitude  and  interest 
that  he  last  night  gave- notice  that  he 
would  move  for  its  being  heard  at  tbe  Bar 
of  the  House.  Another  hon.  and  learned 
Member  last  night  presented  a  most  ex- 
traordinary petition,  which  I  did  not  hear, 
but  which  I  have  read  in  the  votes  of  the 
House,  and  which  appears  to  me  to  pro- 
ceed upon  grounds  the  roost  extraneous 
with  respect  (o  this  matter ;  for  it  Is  pre- 
sented from  a  gentleman  of  ihe  name  of 
Vigors,  who,  in  June  last,  was  elected  a 
Member  for  the  county  of  Carlow,  and 
who  complains  of  the  imputations  cast 
upon  him  in  the  two  petitions  upon  the 
Table;  whereas  the  petition  from  Bath 
never  mentions  his  name  at  all ;  and  in  the 
petition  from  Carlow  it  is  only  mentioned 
twice,  incidentally;  and  yet  the  petition 
presented  last  night  by  (he  hon.  Member 
for  Liikeard  complains  of  illegal,  corrupt, 
and  unconstitutional  conduct  on  the  part 
of  the  former  petitioners.  But,  Sir,  I  say 
that  my  Motion  has  become  one  of 
great  importance;  for  had  it  not  been  for 
my  Motion  for  inquiry  into  this  subject, 
two  hundred  and  fortjr-nina  unhappy 
families,  amounting  to  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-two  Individuals,  and  three  hundred 
and  sIiteeD  unfortunate  widows  and 
orphans,  would  neter  have  had  their 
wrongs  and  distresses  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House  [laughter,  and 
cries  of  "Hear,  Aenr."J  Aye,  the  bon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  Air.  O'Connell 
calls  "  hear  !"  but  where  was  he  when,  as  it 
is  stated  within  the  last  few  years,  the 
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Carlow  could  not  have  been  consulted  on 
the  subject — tbe  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Dublin  called  on  Mr.  Raphael, 
and  proposed  to  him  to  become  a  candi- 
date for  the  county  of  Carlow,  at  the 
same  time  telline  him  that  the  expense 
could  not  exceed  2,000/.  After  that,  a 
meeting  between  the  parties  was  appointed 
at  the  House  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin ;  but  owing  to  some 
mistake,  it  did  not  take  place.  On  tbe 
29th  of  May,  only  two  days  after  the  seats 
had  been  declared  void,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  wrote  the  following 
note  to  Mr.  Raphael  :— 

9,  Clarges-streel,  May  ^9,  1B35. 

"  Mr  Dkab  Sib. — I  remained  at  home,  at 
some  inconvenience,  until  afier  the  hour  I 
mentioned,  I  was  sorry  I  did  not  remain 
longer,  as  you  called  shortly  after ;  but  as  you 
lert  no  letter  or  other  indication  of  acceding  to 
my  proposal,  I  take  for  granted  tltal  you  de- 
cline my  ofTer— be  it  so.  I  only  add  my  belief 
that  you  will  never  again  meet  so  safe  aspecu- 
lalion.  I  am  quite  sure  I  never  shall  hear 
of  one. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ny  dear  Sir, 
"  Your  very  faithful 

"  Daniel  O'Cohhell." 

Now,  Sir,  this  reminds  me  of  what  has 
been  quaintly  said  by  one  of  our  poets — 
"The  thing  for  sale  calls  forth  theseller'sprsise," 
and  certainly  if  it  had  been  wanted  to 
puff  one  of  the  seats  for  the  County  of 
Carlow,  nothing  could  have  been  better 
tiian  the  expression  used  by  the  hon,  and 
learned  Gentleman,  when  be  asaares  his 
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hiend  that  it  is  lo  safe  a  speculation  that 
he  will  assuredly  never  hear  of  such  an- 
other. It  would  seem,  Sir,  from  his  earnest- 
ness in  the  cause,  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin  was  very  anxious  that 
the  County  of  Carlow  should  be  honoured 
by  having  so  distinguished  a  representative 
as  Mr.  Raphael.  In  consequence  of  this 
note,  a  meeting  between  the  parties  took 
place  at  the  house  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  on  Sunday,  the  1st  of  June  ;  at 
which  meeting  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman wrote  and  delivered  into  Mr.  Ra- 
phad's  band  the  following  letter : — 

"  9,  Clarges-slreet,  June  1 . 
"  Mt  Deah  Sir,^You  having  acceded  to 
the  terms  proposed  to  you  for  the  eleciion  of 
the  County  of  Carlow — vii.,  you  are  lo  pay 
before  nomination  IfiOOL,  say  1,000/-,  and  a 
like  sum  alter  being  relumed — the  first  to  be 
paid  absolutely  and  eolirely  for  being  nomi- 
nated— the  second  lo  be  paid  only  in  the  event 
of  your  being  returned — I  hereby  undertake 
to  guarantee  nnd  save  you  harniless  from  any 
and  every  other  expense  tvhalsoever,  vheltier 
of  agents,  carriages,  counsel,  pelilion  against 
the  return,  or  of  any  other  descriplion,  and  I 
make  this  guarantee  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
honourable  engagement — that  jou  should  not 
possibly  be  required  to  pay  one  shilling  more 
in  any  event,  or  upon  any  contingency  what- 

"DiBIELO'CoSKEH.. 

'■  A.  Raphael,  Esq." 
A  bargain  was  thus  entered  into  between 
the  hon,  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin 
and  Mr.  Raphael.  I  ask  his  Majesty's 
Attorney-General,  if  he  will  favour  us 
with  his  opinion,  if  he  ever  witnessed  a 
more  complete  bargain  and  sale?  What 
was  the  subject  mattw  of  it  ?  A  seat  in 
Parliament.  If  it  liad  been  a  bargain  for 
a  horse  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it 
would  have  been  enforceable  in  a  court  of 
law  ;  but  it  is  not  enforceable  in  a  court 
of  law  because  it  is  a  bai^ain  for  a  seat  in 
Parliament.  Will  any  man  tell  me  that 
Mr.  Raphael  would  have  sat  in  this  House 
aa  representative  of  the  County  of  Carlow, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  2,0001.  ?  Will 
any  man  tell  me  that  Mr.  Raphael  would 
have  been  recommended  to  the  electors  of 
the  county  of  Carlow  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
2,000/.  ?   What  more  is  wanted  for  a  bar- 

Cin  ?   As  it  is  necessary  to  show  that  the 
n,  and  learned  Gentleman  did  not  think 
the  money  of  no  importance,  1  beg  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  notes  which 
the  hon.  and  learnril  Gentleman   subse- 
VOL,  XXXI.  {JX} 
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quently  wrote  to  Mr.  Raphael ;  in  which 
he  asks  over  and  over  agam  for  the  1,000/. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  wrote  aa 
foliowa : — 

"  9,.CIarges-street,  June  4, 1B35. 
"  Mr  DeJih  Sih, — I  have  heard  from  Mr. 
Vigors     this    day    our    prospects    are   quite 

Now  as  the  barg;ain  had  been  concluded 
only  on  the  Ist  of  June,  and  as  this  note 
was  written  ou  the  4th  of  June,  what  could 
Mr,  Raphael's  prospect  have  been?  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  recommen- 
dation  of  Mr.  Raphael  had  not  arrived  in 
Carlow  1  and  1  am  therefore  at  a  loss  to 
divine  what  could  be  meant  by  "our" 
prospects.     The  note  proceeds  ; — 

"  1  will  arrange  your  address  for  to-morrow's 

fast,  and  my  own  for  immediate  publication. 
at  present  entertain  no  doubt  of  success; 
you  will  hear  again  from  me  to-morrow.  Who 
is  Mr.  Hamilton,  with  whom  you  have  de- 
posited the  1 ,0001.  ?  I  do  not  know  any  person 
of  that  name  in  London  I  hope  I  shall  soon 
have  the  pleasure  of  sitting  by  your  side  in 
tlie  House.  Till  to-morrow,  I  have  the  honour 
to  be, 
"  Yoi 

On  the  8tlvof  June,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin  writes  to  Mr.  Raphael 
again  :— 

"London,  June  8, 1635. 
"  Mr  Deas  Sia, — I  sent  off  yesterday  my 
letter  to  the  electors  of  Carlow  on  your  behalf; 
all  my  accounts  confirm  my  opinion  of  an  easy 
victory.  I  doubt  whether  there  will  be  rnore 
than  the  show  of  a  contest,  but  I  am  assured 
in  any  event  of  success.  I  send  you  a  slip  of 
a  Carlow  newspaper,  showing  that  you  ore 
already  nominated  under  the  most  favourable 
auspices.  I  also  send  you  the  draft  of  an  ad- 
dress i  I  beg  of  you  to  peruse  it,  and  to  return 
it  10  me  with  any  corrections  you  may  deem 
necessary,  or  if  you  approve  it,  then  with  your 
signature ;  my  wish  is  that  you  should  alter  it 
as  little  as  you  possibly  can.  I  also  send  you 
a  sealed  letter  from  Mr.  Vigors.  I  beg  of 
yon  10  return  the  address  as  near  to  four  o'clock 
this  day  as  you  can,  (hat  I  may  trans- 
mil  it  lo  T/it  bublia  Pilot  for  publication  on 
Wednesday  next.  All  the  good  men  of  Car- 
low  see  that  paper.  Let  me  know  who  the 
Mr.  Ilamillon  is  with  whom  you  deposited  ihe 
1,00of.  I  Gxpecled  you  would  have  lodged  it 
at  Mr.  Wright's.  It  is  time  this  were  done. 
"  Faithfully  yours, 

"  Daniel  O'Cdkmeli-" 
Now,  Sir,  this  is  the  bargain  which  [  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  bring  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House.  And  when, 
beina  eicited  lo  do  so,  I  was  be^inuini; 
ihc  other  evening  to  stale  the  case,  1  w^is 
Q 
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seen  no  defence  of  them  eicept  in  a  public 
paper,  in  (he  estimation  of  which  the  hon. 
and  tearnei)  Member  foi  Dublin  stands 
high,  and  la  ihe  petition  which  wai  pre- 
sented last  night  it  is  said  thai  nothing  la 
more  common  than  arrangements  of  thia 
Iciad  ;  indeed  it  is  expressly  stated,  "  that 
the  money  transaclions  alluded  to  in  the 
said  petitions  were,  as  your  petitioner 
avers,  and  is  advised,  striclly  legal,  con- 
stitutional, and  honourable ;  that  ibe  great 
majority  of  your  hon.  House  is  eccuslomed 
to  make  similar  money  arrangeroeots  in 
respect  to  theii  seats  in  the  Commons' 
House  of  Parliament."  And,  Sir,  it  is 
stated  in  the  paper  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
(hat  nothing  is  more  common  than  that 
one  candidate  should  pay  all  the  expense; 
and  that,  in  the  present  instance,  Mr. 
Vigors  had  reputation  and  popularity,  in 
the  benefit  of  which  Mr.  Raphael  was  to 
participate.  But  I  am  yet  to  learn  that 
an  hon.  Member  who  offeri  himself  to  hii 
constituents  lias  a  right  to  sell  his  reputa- 
tion. If  he  have  those  qualities,  and  not 
ft  plentiful  purse,  he  has  no  right  to  go 
to  a  rich  friend  and  say,  "  Do  you  pay 
all  the  expenses  of  the  election,  and  you 
shall  have  half  my  popularity,  and  naif 
ray  reputation."  1  cannot  understand  how 
any  such  bargain  can  be  legal.  If  it  be 
so,  this  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  ever 
heard  of  it ;  and  I  cannot  understand  how 
any  person  who  calls  himself  en  agent  in 
iuch  a  bargain,  especially  if  that  person 
be  a  Member  of  this  hon.  House,  can 
attempt  to  vindicate  a  bargain  of  such  a 
description.  I  cannot  call  the  hon,  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin  an  agent:  I 
wonder  that  he  condescends  to  call  him- 
self an  agent,  because  I  never  heard  of  an 
agent  who  undertook  to  be  responsible — 
of  an  agent  who  declared — "  1  hereby  un- 
dertake to  guarantee  and  lore  you  harm- 
less from  any  and  every  expense  whatso- 
ever, whether  of  agents,  carriages,  counsel, 
petition  against  the  return,  or  of  any  other 
deacription,"  I  do  not  know  how  a  person 
who  enters  into  such  a  compect  can  be 
called  an  agent.  I  should  rather  think 
that  Mr,  Vigors,  the  petitioner  of  last 
night,  was  the  agent  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  at  Carlow,  rather  than 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
was  the  agent  of  Mr.  Vigors  in  London, 
Well,  the  consequence  of  this  bargain  is, 
that  the  hon,  and  learned  Gentleman  puts 
in  two  Members  for  the  county  of  Carlow 
— one  his  old   and  familiar  friend  Mr. 


celled  to  order.  Sir,  by  you,  because,  a« 
you  observed,  the  only  question  then  be- 
fore the  House  wa3,  that  the  petition  should 
lie  on  the  Table  ;  I  was  observing,  that 
from  the  circumstances  I  did  not  draw  the 
inference  that  sheer  money  went  into  the 
pockets  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man. The  House  must  have  seen  what 
weight  has  been  attached  to  that  admis- 
aion.  'They  must  have  seen  that  though 
I  am  but  a  little  man  when  I  accuse,  when 
I  acquit  1  become  of  great  magnitude  and 
importance.  But,  Sir,  on  the  occasion  t< 
which  I  have  alluded,  I  was  going  on  ti 
say,  that  although  in  consequence  of  thi 
contest  which  had  taken  place  for  the 
county  of  Carlow,  and  of  the  peli  ' 
which  bad  followed,  there  might  not  have 
remained  any  sheer  money  in  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  pocket,  yet  that  that 
did  not  signify.  There  are  men  to  whom 
the  gratification  of  their  ambition  is  a 
ter  of  much  greater  consequence  than  any 
money  cSnsideration  ;  and  if  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  believed  that  his  poli- 
tical influence  and  importance  would  be 
increased  by  adding  Mr.  Raphael  to  the 
number  of  his  party  in  this  House,  we 
can  easily  understand  his  anxious  inquiries 
about  Mr.  Hamilton.  But,  Sir,  when  I 
recollect  that  the  seat  was  abandoned  by 
the  hon,  and  learned  Gentleman  (as  ap- 
pears by  the  newspapers)  on  the  second  or 
third  day  of  the  sitting  of  the  Committee, 
1  do  not  very  clearly  understand  how  the 
money  in  question  could  have  been  ex- 
pended. Carlow  is  a  small  county,  with 
scarcely  as  many  voters  in  it  as  there  ate 
in  the  borough  which  1  represent.  I  must 
believe,  therefore,  that  (he  contest  could 
not  have  been  very  expensive.  But  what 
would  have  been  the  case  if  there  had 
been  no  contest?  And  if  there  had  been 
no  contest,  of  course  there  would  have 
been  no  petition.  And  1,000/.  was  given 
solely  for  the  nomination  ;  when  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  expected  not  merely 
an  easy  victory,  but  not  even  the  shadow 
of  opposition.  What  then  would  have 
become  of  the  balance  of  the  money,  if 
the  rival  candidate  had  relinquished  every 
efTort?  1  findit  apartof  thebargainthat 
Mr.  Raphael  shall  not  be  called  upon 
for  one  shilling  more;  but  1  do  not  find 
it  a  part  of  the  bai|;ain  that  any  portion  of 
the  money  shall  be  returned  to  him. 
These,  Sir,  are  the  circumstances  of  the 
case.  As  I  have  already  remarked,  they 
lie  in  a  very  nanow  compass;  and  1  have 
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Vigora,  whom  he  returned,  I  luppose,  ex  '■ 
aitttno,  the  other  hJB  new  andmuch-Gsteem- 
ed  acquaintance,  Mr.  Raphael,  whom  he 
returned,  it  leems,  ex  conlraclu.  Thufl  , 
the  hon.  and  learned  GentlemeiR  gained  to 
himself  a  very  great  advantage  in  that  - 
which  U  the  chief  object  of  his  ambition— 
the  maintenance  of  his  influence  in  Ire- 
land. But  whilst  the  hpn.  and  learned 
Gentleman  obtained  tbia  advantage  on  the 
one  hand,  r(  appeared  on  the  other  to  be 
matter  of  very  little  importance  or  eon- 
aideratiun  with  him  what  sort  oF  a  repre- 
tentative  the  people  of  Cartuw  might 
happen  to  get.  He  has  influence  in  Car- 
low — he  exerts  that  influence,  and  returns 
Mr.  Raphael.  What  do  the  people  of 
Carlow  know  of  Mr.  Raphael? — they  never 
see  him- — they  never  bear  him — they  have 
no  ocular  demonstration  either  of  his 
physical  or  intellectual  abilities.  All  they 
know  of  him  is  his  address,  and  in  that 
there  is  nothing  of  his  own  but  his  name. 
Now,  it  Is  said  that  the  hon,  and  learned 
Member  exercised  upon  this  occasion  no- 
thing more  than  his  moral  influence  in 
Carlow.  But  I  humbly  contend,  that  I 
am  in  the  hearing  of  a  great  many  other 
lawyers  in  this  House,  that  if  a  man  pos- 
sess a  moral  influence  in  a  borough  or  a 
county,  he  has  no  right  to  make  use  of  it 
for  a  money  consideration.  I  have  seen  a 
new  writ  moved  for  this  Session,  in  order 
to  replace  a  noble  and  learned  Lord  who, 
having  been  for  some  time  the  third  part 
only  of  a  Chancellor,  has  at  length  be- 
come a  whole  one.  A  seat  in  this  House 
having  thus  become  vacant,  a  new  writ 
has  been  moved  for,  and  a  gentleman  has 
come  forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  borough 
which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  lately 
represented,  in  which  borough  it  is  well 
known  that  a  noble  Lord  of  the  highest 
respectability — and  no  one  respects  him 
more  sincerely  than  I  do — possesses  a  very 
great  deal  indeed  of  moral  influence. 
Now,  I  should  like  to  know  what  would 
be  said  of  that  noble  Lord  if  he  went  and 
made  such  a  bargain  as  this  for  the  sale  of 
his  moral  influence?  Nay,  I  will  put  a 
■till  more  analogous  case.  I  believe  there 
are  sotne  constituencies  in  the  countty  who 
would  be  glad  to  receive  a  candidate  re- 
commended by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Tamworth.  1  will  suppose  a 
gentleman  to  whom  that  right  hon.  Baronet 
should  go  and  say, "  1  know  veiy  well  that 
if  I  recommend  you  for  such  a  borough  or 
county,  you  will  be  lure  to  be  retuioed ; 


give  me  1,000^  for  putting  you  in  nomi- 
nation, and  another  l,000f.  when  you  are 
returned,  and  then  I  will  send  you  a 
laudatory  letter  which  shall  introduce  you 
to  the  constituents  of  the  place,  and  make 
sure  of  your  election,"  ]  should  like  to 
know  if  such  a  circumstance  had  transpired 
with  respect  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
whether  the  walls  of  this  House  would 
have  been  stout  enough  to  stand  the  vibra- 
tion of  the  cheers  with  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  the  Member  for 
Dublin,  would  he  saluted  when  shooting 
forth  those  arrows  of  invective  with  which 
his  quiver  is  ever  so  abundantly  supplied. 
I  have  stated  what  the  bargain  was  ;  and 
this,  perhaps,  is  all  that  it  is  necessary  for 
me  to  do ;  because  whatever  the  conse- 
quences of  the  bargain  were,  how  the 
money  was  expended,  to  what  purposes  it 
was  applied,  are  points  which,  as  regards 
my  motion,  are  not  in  the  least  degree  im- 
ponanl.  The  question  is,  how  the  hon, 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  the  power  to 
enter  into  the  bargain,  and  what  the  bar- 
gain entitled  him  to  do  with  the  money  for 
which  he  stipulated  ;  because,  looking  only 
at  the  face  of  the  bargain,  there  appears 
to  be  nothing  to  prevent  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  from  putting  every 
farthing  of  the  money  not  actually  spent 
in  the  election  expenses  Into  his  own 
pocket,  for  his  own  personal  aggrandise- 
ment or  advantage.  It  is,  therefore,  hardly 
necessary  that  I  should  state  more  upon 
the  subject.  I  cannot  help  observing, 
however,  that  when  1  first  read  the  state- 
ments which  were  made  of  the  circum- 
stances which  afterwards  occurred,  I 
could  not  help  asking  myself,  why  was  it 
necessary  for  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman to  recommend  Mr.  Raphael,  an 
unknown  man  to  the  electors  of  Carlow, 
at  all  ?  Was  there  no  Irish  patriot  who 
would  go  and  present  himself  to  the  free- 
holders of  Carlow,  and  ofler  to  fight  their 
battles  in  this  House?  \Vas  there  no 
man  except  an  unknown  London  merchant 
who  could  spend,  if  necessary,  the  trifling 
sum  of  2,QQ0L  in  legal  expenses  for  the 
purposeof  vindicating  the  people  of  Car- 
low,  and  doing  justice  to  Ireland?  It 
appears  that  there  was  a  gentleman  who 
did  make  inquiries  upon  the  subject — a 
gentleman  whom  I  respect  for  his  straight- 
forward conduct  during  the  time  that  he 
sal  in  this  House — 1  mean  Mr.  Feaigus 
O'Connor.  He,  it  appears,  had  made 
inquiries  upou  the  subject;  but  as  soon 
Q3 
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aa  this  wai  intimnted  to  the  bon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  he  at  once  writes  b 
note  to  Mr.  Raphael,  in  which  he  says, 
"  It  is  not  my  fault  that  Mr.  Feargus 
O'Connor  called  upon  you :  refer  him  and 
everybody  else  to  me,  I  want  part  of  the 
J. 000/.  to  send  over."  And  on  the  same 
day  the  hon  and  learned  Member  wrote 
this  note  to  Mr.  Hamilton  :— 

"  SiE, — I  beg  you  will  hand  my  son,  Mr. 
John  O'Connel!,  llie  1,000!.  placed  with  you  by 
Mr.  Ituphael  for  my  ii^.'.  My  son  will  give 
yt';  A  voucher  for  it. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
"Your  obedient  servant, 

"  DANIEL   O'COWNELL." 

It  was  upon  this  ground  that  1  made  the 
observation  I  did  the  other  evening  with 
respect  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Yonghall ; 
because,  although  he  was  the  bearer  of  a 
note  from  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Dublin  claiming  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  deposited  by  Mr.  Raphael  in  the 
hands  of  Kfr.  Hamilton,  it  did  not  follow 
that  he  should  know  for  what  purposes 
that  money  was  to  be  delivered  lo  him. 
However,  if  this  inquiry  goes  on  it  will  be 
for  the  Committee — supposing  one  to  be 
appointed — to  inquire  into  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  rase,  I  do  not  know  that 
it  is  necessary  for  me  to  make  any  further 
observations  with  respect  to  the  facts  of 
the  case.  1  have  laid  them  fairly  before 
the  House,  as  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to 
do  ;  and  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man can  get  rid  of  them,  either  by  argu- 
ment or  evidence,  I  for  one  shall  rejoice 
that  I  have  given  him  the  opportunity  of 
vindicating  his  conduct,  and  I  think  the 
hon,  and  learned  Gentleman  himself  will 
be  grateful  to  me.  Before  I  ait  down  I 
ahall  only  beg  to  make  a  single  observa- 
tion with  respect  to  what  fell  from  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Tipperarv, 
(Mr.  Shell)  the  other  night.  That  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  for  a  purpose  too 
evident — for  the  purpose  of  exciting  the 
prejudices  of  the  Ministerial  side  of  the 
Honse  against  my  Motion— chose  lo  re- 
present me  as  puEforward  on  this  occasion 
by  the  Conservatives.  Now  there  happens 
to  be  a  Gentleman,  sitting  at  ihid  moment, 
I  believe,  behind  the  Treasury  bench,  lo 
whom  I  mentioned  my  intention  more 
than  two  months  ago.  Every  Gentlcmnn 
around  me  hears  what  1  say,  and  if  there 
be  a  man  on  this  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House  who  heard  me  menlion  it  to 
him  a  month  ago  I  would  have  him  stamp 
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me  as  a  villain.  And  the  hon.  and  learneiJ 
Member  for  Tipperary,  fur  the  purpose,  as 
t  gay,  of  creating  a  prejudice  against  my 
Motion,  puts  me  forward,  ironically,  do 
doubt,  as  the  leader  of  the  Conservative 
party  on  this  occasion.  I  do  not  pretend 
to  be  the  leader  of  a  party.  I  am  not  of  the 
Monboddo  breed  of  politicians.  I  know 
little  of  the  articulation  of  the  joints  of  a 
tail  either  politically  or  anatomically  ;  but 
this  1  know,  that  J  come  into  this  House 
an  independent  man.  I  entered  this 
House  upon  the  principles  so  eloquently 
described  by  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  John 
Russetl)  when  he  introduced  the  Reform 
Bill,  and  upon  which  the  noble  Lord  ex- 
pressed  his  determination  to  takehisstand  : 
"  I  take  my  stand,"  said  the  noble  Lord, 
"  upon  a  ground  which  shall  enable  me  to 
reform  abuses  and  arrest  commotion." 
That  is  the  ground  upon  which  1  also  am 
disposed  to  take  my  stand,  and  if  a  desire 
to  reform  abuses  and  arrest  commotion, 
constitutes  one  of  the  peculiar  characteris- 
tics of  the  Conservatives,  I  at  once  avow 
myself  to  be  a  Conservative.  That,  at  all 
events,  is  the  course  of  policy  1  am  deter- 
mined to  pursue  as  long  as  I  have  the 
honour  of  a  seat  in  this  House.  With 
respect  to  bribery  and  corruption,  I  call 
upon  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Tipperary  and  all  his  friends  on  that  side 
of  the  House  to  say,  whether  they  ever 
found  me  flinching  when  they  were  inquir- 
ing into  cases  of  bribery  and  corruption — ' 
whether  at  Stafford,  at  Warwick,  at  Ips- 
wich, or  in  any  other  instance  which  has 
been  under  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
since  I  have  had  the  honour  of  a  seat 
in  it.  I  wish  to  he  consistent ;  and  I 
cannot  understand  the  conduct  of  those 
Gentlemen  who,  aTter  having  hunted  with 
a  keen  and  greedy  scent,  ell  iheliltle  pecca- 
dilloes of  obscure  men  in  particular  isolated 
instances,  loose  all  their  scent,  and  find 
their  energy  for  pursuing  the  chace  com- 
pletely paralysed  as  soon  as  they  approach 
a  wholesale  dealer  in  eeats.  1  have  always 
been  startled  at  the  policy  of  those  Gen- 
tlemen. They  call  themselves  Radicals 
— ihey  monopolise  the  name  of  Liberals. 
Liberals  indeed  I — their  liberality,  I  think, 
was  not  shown  the  other  night.  If  such  . 
be  their  liberality,  I  must  say  I  have  seen 
such  a  specimen  of  it  as  to  determine  me 
never  to  belong  to  that  sort  of  political 
Pharisees,  who  strain  at  a  gnat,  but,  when 
occasion  suits,  find  no  difficulty  iit  swal- 
lowing a  camel.     With  these  observations 
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I  coDclade  by  moving; — "  Tbat  a  Select 
Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  circumstances  attending  (he  iraflic  and 
agreement  between  Mr.  Daniel  O'Connell 
and  Mr.  Alexander  Raphael,  touching  the 
DOminatian  and  return  of  Mr.  Alexander 
Raphael  for  the  county  at  Carlow,  and  lo 
report  the  minutes  of  evidence,  with  their 
observations  thpreon." 

Mr.  O'Connell:  my  first  obserTation  Is, 
that  I  think  the  resolution  just  moved  by  the 
hoii.Gentleman  an  extremely  paltry  one :  it 
does  not  sufficiently  extend  the  inquiry  it 
challenges  and  demands.  With  that  obser- 
vation I  leave  the  case  in  the  first  instance. 
My  next  observation  is  directed  to  that  part 
of  (be  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman'sspeech, 
the  commencement  of  it,  in  which  he  in- 
troduced the  correspondence  that  took 
place  between  him  end  me  previous  to  his 
motion  on  Thursday  last.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  preFaced  his  remarks 
upon  that  point,  by  slating  that  i  had 
been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  petition, 
before  the  petition  itself  had  been  placed 
in  his  hands.  That  i^a  fact  I  utterly  deny. 
1  utterly  deny  the  truth  of  that  i^tatemcnt. 
And  yet  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
stated  it  as  a  fact,  and  was  cheered  by 
four-tiflhs  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  si't 
on  tbat  side  of  the  House.  This  I  suppose 
was  a  specimen  of  the  impartiality  with 
which  the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  to 
be  heard,  and  the  determinalion  of  the 
House  expressed.  But  1  am  notsurpriscd 
that  they  should  not  be  impartial,  and  I 
believe  they  have  not  the  liypocnsy  to 
assert  that  they  are.  Yet  when  1  heard 
the  cheer  of  the  party  opposite,  rt  put  me 
in  roind  of  a  circumstance  nhich  was 
described  to  me  by  the  present  Chief 
Justice  of  Ireland— Chief  Justice  Bush. 
After  the  rebellion  of  1798  (1  had  the  state- 
ment from  his  own  lips),  when  the  amnesty 
hud  been  passed,  granting  pardon  for  all 
crimescommitteddnringthe  re  bellinn,  mur- 
der alone  excepted,  he  (Chief  Juslirc  Bush) 
being  at  that  time  at  the  bar,  was  engiiged 
as  counsel  for  a  prisoner  at  Wexford. 
This  man  was  tried  upon  an  indictment 
for  murdering  a  yeoman,  named  James 
White,  and  two  witnesses  appeared  upon 
the  table  to  support  the  prosecuiion.  The 
case  wEis  tried  before  Baron  Michael 
Smith,  the  father  of  the  present  Baron 
Smith.  Well,  two  witnesses  appeared 
upon  the  table  to  prove  what  certainly  was 
(he  fact,  that  the  prisoner  had  been  en- 
pi|«d  In  tUc  rebellion,  aod  they,  moreover, 


swore  that  they  saw  him  kill  with  a  pike 
the  yeoman  James  While.  With  that  evi- 
dence the  case  closed  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown  ;  and  Mr.  Bush  was  asked  whether 
he  had  any  witnesses  to  call  for  tlie  pri- 
soner ?  Oh  yes,  he  had  one  witness,  and 
but  one,  but  upon  the  evidence  of  that 
witness  he  should  confidently  look  fur  nn 
acquittal.  With  that  he  placed  the 
yeoman,  James  White,  in  the  witness-box, 
who  swore  positively  that  he  was  alive, 
and  had  never  been  killed.  The  witnesses 
for  the  prosecution  were  in  Court,  and  no 
doubt  could  have  identified  the  man  ;  but 
the  Judge  thinking  the  case  was  at  an  end, 
left  it  to  the  Jury  to  pronounce  their  verdict. 
The  Jury  retired  and  deliberated  for  a 
short  time,  and  at  length,  returning  into 
court,  gravely  pronounced  the  prisoner 
"  guilty."  "  Guilty  !"  said  the  Judge, 
"  how  can  you  convict  a  man  of  murder, 
when  the  party  supposed  to  have  been 
killed  by  him  is  alive  und  lookingat  you  V 
"  Oh,"  said  the  foreman  of  the  Jury  "  the 
prisoner  ruined  a  gray  horse  of  mine,  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  kingdom;  for  that 
offence  he  will  escape  any  punishnient 
under  the  Indemnity  Act,  and,  therefore, 
we  are  determined  to  hang  him  on  the 
charge  of  murder."  This  was  described 
to  me  by  the  present  Chief  Juslice  of 
Ireland  as  a  literal  fact.  Now,  when  I 
heard  the  cheers  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  to-night,  1  thought  that  I,  like 
the  prisoner  at  Wexford,  was  to  be  con- 
victed of  one  ofTence  because  J  had  co.ti- 
milied  another;  that  I  was  to  be  con- 
victed of  corruption  because  I  had  put 
dawn  Toryism.  That  is  my  real  crime. 
It  is  not  that  a  man  was  returned  at  the 
trifling  expense  of  2,000/.  for  a  contested 
county  election,  but  that  seeing  Toryism, 
as  the  gray  horse,  again  riding  rough  shod 
over  Ireland,  I  forgot  every  passion  and 
prejudice  of  my  own — forgot  all  my  own 
wrongs,  and  threw  the  whole  of  my  influ- 
ence to  the  country  in  opposition  to  the 
Tories.  Yes,  my  olTcnce  is,  that  I  put 
myself  forward  as  an  instrument  to  support 
the  present  Government,  and  lo  keep  the 
Tories  where  they  now  are,  and  I  trust 
always  will  be.  I  call  upon  the  Huuse, 
then,  to  look  upon  this  matter,  not  as  a 
mock  solemnity,  although  I  certainly  can- 
not help  thinking  that  there  is  something 
of  mockery  in  it,  but  as  a  matter  of  <ii.ve 
and  serious  consideration.  The  bon.  ^nd 
learned  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  Hnrdy) 
heard    me    the   other   evening  when    I 
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stated  that  I  knew  an  individual  who 
declared  that  the  hon,  and  learned  Mem- 
ber had  expended  upwards  of  7,000(,  in 
his  own  election.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  heard  me  speak  of  that  election. 
He  heard  me  repeat  the  Btatement  I  had 
heard.     Yet  neither  on  the  former  evening, 


n  the  course  of  his  speech  to-  ^  , 
has  he  said  one  word  in  contrarliction  of 
it.  Oh,  then,  I  know  what  his  mock 
solemnity  is.  Oh,  then,  I  know  what  his 
straining  at  a  gnnt  and  swallowing  a 
camel  means.  For  mark,  his  parly  was 
accused  of  piirchaflin^  votes  at  from 
31.  to  201.  a  piece.  [An  Hon.  Member: 
Not  at  the  last  Eleclion]  Oh,  no 
not  at  the  last  election,  Votes  came 
otherwise  at  the  last  election.  No 
one  but  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
himself  knows  what  were  the  costs  and  ex- 
penses of  the  last  election.  But  I  come 
to  the  question.  There  is  not  a  man  in 
this  House,  or  out  of  it,  who  does  not 
know  that  this  is  a  party  attack  ;  that  it  is 
the  attack  of  a  party  who  have  used  the 
press,  and  bribed  the  press  to  assail  me— 
that  very  press,  amongst  others,  which  be- 
longs, in  a  great  measure,  to  a  Member  of 
this  House,  and  who  himself  expended 
aO.OOO;.  or  40,000/.  in  his  election  for  an 
English  county.  1  shall,  perhaps,  revert 
to  this  part  of  the  subject  again  before  1 
sit  down,  for  I  do  hope  that  this  case  will 
he  a  useful  one.  I  know  what  the  amount 
of  hypocrisy  in  this  ?Iouse  is.  I  know  how 
many  of  those  who  affect  to  see  a  mote 
the  eye  of  their  neighbours,  will  still  alh 
the  beam  to  remain  in  their  own.  I  have 
often  been  the  instrument,  by 
Riy  enemies,  of  effecting  much  public 
good;  and  I  fancy  that  such  will  be  the 
resiilt  of  the  present  inquiry,  which  ought 
to  be  extensive  and  searching,  and  not 
a  miserable,  paltry,  and  pitiful  invesli- 
galion,  which  the  hon,  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Bradford  conscientiously  limits  tc 
a  pariicular  transaction.  Instead  of  being 
confined  to  such  narrow  and  contemptibh 
grounds,  the  inquiry  ought  to  extend  to 
the  whole  of  the  late  genera!  electi 
We  have  sage  doctors  amongst  us,  men 
learned  in  the  forms  and  technicalities  of 
the  House,  who,  no  doubt,  would  oppose 
such  a  proposition;  but  I  dare  you  to  the 
contest.  If  you  ask  for  inquiry  at  all, 
I  hope  you  are  prepared  to  make  it 
extensive  and  general.  There  are  two 
points  to  be  ascertained  in  this  inquiry, 
or  the  cbnr^  of  personal  bribery  and 


corruption  I  was  acquitted  the  other  even- 
ing. Oh  yes  I  was,  for  what  did  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Bradford  say 
to-night?  "  When  I  charged  the  learned 
Member  for  Dublin,"  said  he,  "  I  was  de- 
ribed  by  his  friends  as  a  pigmy  ;  when  I 
acquitted  him  I  was  considered  a  giant."  I 
know  not  whether  I  am  acquitted  by  the 
Gentleman  who  interrupted  me,  but  this  I 
know,  that  of  the  charge  of  personal 
bribery  and  corruption,  1  am  fully  and 
completely  acquitted  by  200  or  S.^O  of  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  sit  on  this  side  of 
the  House.  I  wish  to  know  whether 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  shrinks 
now  from  the  acquittal  which  he  gave  me 
the  other  night  of  personal  corruption,  or 
of  having  put  money  into  my  own  pocket  ? 
and  whether  he  now  goes  back  ro  his 
original  charge,  driven  to  it,  of  course,  not 
by  the  Conservatives,  but  by  bis  own 
honourable  and  conscientious  feelings  ? 
Why  the  noble  Lord,  (Stanley),  the  Mem- 
ber for  .South  Lancashire,  who  is  not  now 
in  the  House— [/t  loas  intimated  that 
Lord  Stanley  was  present.^  Oh,  I  beg 
the  noble  Lord's  pardon,  but  not  seeing 
him  in  his  proper  place,  I  naturally  sup-- 
posed  he  was  absent,  I  was  about  to 
state  that  the  noble  Lord,  in  his  speech 
the  other  evening,  drew  (he  distinction 
between  personal  and  pecuniary  corrvp' 
tion,  and  I  thought  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Bradford  had  drawn 
the  same  distinction  to-night.  I  under- 
stood him  to  do  so  distinctly.  Bat  I  take 
up  ihe  case  precisely  as  it  stands — I  take 
up  the  case  which  the  noble  Lord  spoke 
of— the  case  of  personal  corruption  and 
pecuniary  corruption,  I  go  into  both; 
and  I  defy  either  the  one  or  the  other  to  be 
brought  agamst  me  in  any  shape  that  can 
reflect  upon  my  personal  or  political  inte- 
grity. 1  take  up  both  ;  and  I  fear  not  the 
result.  You  may,  by  a  majority,  name  a 
Committee  before  which  I  will  not  go. 
Yes,  you  may  do  this ;  but  if  yon  do,  I 
leil  you  your  Committee  would  be  so  stig* 
matised  by  its  formation,  that  the  pnblic 
at  large  would  pay  no  regard  to  its  pro- 
ceedings. I  want  an  independent  Com- 
mittee— a  Committee  whose  rerdict  of 
acquittal  would  really  be  a  purification 
from  ihe  charge.  That  is  the  Committee 
I  want;  and  shame  upon  you,  if  you  have 
congregated  here  to  put  partisans  on  the 
Committee  against  me.  Well  I  take  up 
both  the  cases  put  by  the  noble  Lord.  Am 
I  guilty?    li  there  any  charge  agaiiiit 
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he  not  know  that  he  will  be  adding  ten- 
fold to  my  power  ia  Ireland.  Nay  more, 
I  have  •otne  influence  in  England  too  ;  I 
may  meet  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
atBradTord,  and  there  [  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  proclaim  egainit  him  the  hislory  of  the 
election  of  Pontefract — if,  indeed,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  should  ever 
stand  for  Bradford  eg;aio,  which,  frcfm  all 
I  can  bear,  I  am  dispoied  to  think  as  ex- 
ceedingly doubtful.  Does  he  wish  to  in- 
crease my  power  in  England  T  If  so,  let 
him  persuade  the  House  to  do  me  aa 
injustice,  and  be  will  be  taking  lbs  »ure>t 
means  to  secure  his  with,  because  my 
power  is  bottomed  entirely  upon  injustice 
— partial  injustice  in  England,  general  and 
universal  injustice  in  Ireland.  1  admit 
that  I  have  at  powerful  influence  as  any 
man  in  Ireland— nay  more,  1  admit  that  1 
am  the  hired  servant  of  the  people  of 
Ireliind— I  admit  that  they  have  amply 
indemnified  me  for  having  given  up  my 
profession  and  the  reasonable  prospects  I 
had  of  enjoying  the  oliutn  cum  dignilate  of 
the  Bench,  and  the  etse  and  abundant  in- 
come which  would  thus  have  been  secured 
to  me  in  my  old  age.  But  for  the  abandon- 
ment of  this  prospect,  the  people  of  Ireland 
have  amply  indemnified  me  ;  and  it  is  my 
duly  to  exert  every  power  I  possess  to  pro- 
cure for  them  in  this  House  representatives 
of  iheir  wants  and  their  wishes — to  exclude 
from  this  House,  whenever  I  can,  those  who 
are  indifferent  or  directly  opposed  to  their 
interests — and,  above  all,  to  exert  all  my 
influence  against  those  inhuman  creaturei 
who,  deaf  to  the  widow's  tear  and  the 
orphan's  shriek,  can  smile  amidst  the  woe 
and  wretchedness  they  have  created  about 
tbem,  and  who,  whilst  human  beings  fall 
and  perish  at  their  very  threshold,  think 
only  of  ihe  triumph  of  their  party,  and  of 
their  individual  importance.  I  am  upon 
the  question  of  influence.  Let  me  slate 
to  the  House  the  real  facts  which  occurred 
at  the  election  for  Carlow.  The  statement 
will  not  occupy  much  time,  and  I  think  it 
will  be  found  to  be  instructive.  In  the 
election  which  took  place  just  before 
the  Reform  Bill  was  passed.  Sir  John 
Mil  ley  Doyle  and  Mr,  Blakeney,  were 
returned  for  the  county  of  Cartow.  So 
strong  at  that  time  was  the  excitement  of 
the  county,  that  the  old  Orange  Tory 
inleFeetdid  not  dare  to  enter  into  a  contest. 
Sir  John  Milley  Doyle  and  Mr.  Blakeney, 
therefore,  were  returned  without  oppoti- 
tioD.    On  the  throwing  out  of  the  Reform 


me  of  personal  corruption  t  Is  there  any 
proof  of  my  having  improperly  used  that 
moral  influence  which  the  hon.  and 
'  learned  Gentleman  supposes  ma  to  pos- 
sets? And  here  let  me  remark,  for  one 
moment,  on  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man's great  candour^his  Christian  can- 
dour on  this  subject.  He  has  read  the 
charges  made  agamst  me ; — would  it  not 
have  been  as  chariiabie  if  he  bad  also 
read  my  reply  to  those  cbarget.  And 
when  he  talks  of  Mr.  Vigors,  as  if  that 
gentleman  was  a  person  inferior  to  him  in 
any  thing,  would  there  not  have  been  as 
much  of  Christian  candour  in  his  state- 
ment, if  he  had  informed  the  House  that  Mr. 
Vigors  distinctly  asserted  that  not  one 
farthing  of  the  money  remained,  or  was 
ever  intended  to  remain  in  my  bands.  Oh, 
I  thank  you  for  your  candour.  1  thank 
you  for  your  Christian  charily,  and  ! 
thank  you  for  your  kind  forbearance.  I 
come  back  to  the  double  point  of  view 
which  this  case  presents.  Does  it  present 
anything  of  what  is  called  personal  cor- 
niptioD — does  it  present  anylhing  of  pecu- 
niary corruption ;  I  laugh  to  scorn  the 
second,  and  begin  with  the  first.  1 
distinctly  admit  that  I  have  very  con- 
siderable influence  in  Ireland.  I  admit 
that  1  have  a  degree  of  influence  which 
ought  not  to  be  left  with  any  one  man  in 
Ireland.  I  admit  that  I  have  a  dangerous 
iofluence  in  Inland.  I  have  an  influence, 
which  in  a  aound  state  of  society,  no  man 
possibly  could  have  in  Ireland.  Would 
you  wish  to  make  that  influence  all- 
powerful.  If  you  do,  take  up  the  unjnst, 
Uiepartial,  the(I  will  not  call  it  odious, 
but)  criminal  statement  which  has  been 
ramde  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman. 
If  yon  take  up  his  view  and  confirm  the 
justice  of  bis  statement,  will  you  diminish 
ny  power  in  Ireland? — will  you  diminish 
my  influence  with  the  oppressed  in  that 
conntry  ?  No ;  you  will  add  to  it  by 
another  injustice.  The  people  of  Ireland 
will  say,  "  It  is  not  the  fact  which  has 
been  condemned,  but  the  advocate  of 
onr  rights — the  defender  of  our  privileges 
—the  loitainer  of  our  liberties,  and  thus 
another  gross  and  glaring  injustice  has 
been  perpetrated  spon'  us."  I  certainly 
never  h«ird  any  thing  so  perfectly  and 
com|dete1y  framed  for  the  purpose  merely 
of  injustice  aa  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
nnd  learned  Gentleman  ;  yet  if  be  refuae 
to  do  me  justice— if  be  refase  to  give  me 
•  UbNiI  «Bd  cDUg^Mmed  CvnHoKtee ,  does 
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Bill  in  the  House  of   Lords   there  vas 
another    election,     at   which,    after 
abort  contest,  Mr.  Wallace  and  Mr.  Blahe- 


ney  were  retiirned ;  but  the  moment  that 
the  contest  began,  a  cruel  scene  of  per- 
secution was  commenced  on  the  part  of 
the  Tory  candidates.  The  present  Motion 
attempts  to  get  rid  of  that.  The  new- 
made  Member  for  Bradford  has  no  heart 
for  the  weeping  widow  or  starving  orphan 
Is  this  irrelevant  to  the  present  matter 
Oh  I  the  irrelevancy  of  the  widow's  cry  . 
oh  1  the  irrelevancy  of  the  orphan's  tear. 
Ye  are  all  lo»erB  of  right  and  justice,  but 
the  moment  an  appeal  is  made  to  the 
most  endearing  ties  of  humanity,  that  is 
irrelevant.  I  will  not  weary  you  ;  I  may 
mention,  however,  that  at  ilie  election  at 
which  Messrs.  Wallace  and  Blakeney 
were  returned,  a  system  of  persecution  and 
cruelty  was  carried  on  to  a  horrible  extent 
by  the  Tories.  I  can  prove,  by  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Vigors,  that  there  were  at 
Ihat  time  1,100  individuals  turned  out 
from  ihcir  houses  and  homes — that  there 
were  19.3  widows,  and  I  cannot  tell  how 
many  orphans,  driven  from  the  shelter  of 
their  homes,  by  the  cruel,  the  bitter,  the 
horrible  and  unrelenting;  hostility  of  the 
Tory  landlords.  I  put  it  to  every  English 
Oentleman  who  hears  me,  whether  he 
will  shut  this  out  of  the  inquiry?  Of 
what  materials  can  you  be  composed  if 
you  resolve  to  shut  these  proceedings  out 
of  the  inquiry  ?  I  em  ready  to  prove 
these  things  at  the  Bar  of  the  House  or 
before  a  Committee.  Both  Messrs. 
Wallace  and  Blakeney  having,  under  the 
circumstances  1  have  described  become 
Members  for  Carlow,  another  general  elec- 
lioD  shortly  took  place — the  election 
which  follon-ed  the  election  to  office  of 
Sir  Robert  Peel  and  the  duke  of  Welling- 
ton. Sec  what  the  state  of  the  county  of 
Carlow  was  at  that  lime.  Two  men,  the 
present  Members  for  the  county,  deter- 
mined to  support  the  new  Administra- 
tion— an  Administration  which  look  part 
with  that  interest  in  Ireland  which  was 
opposed  to  the  views  and  wishes  of  the 
(^atmajoi)ty  of  the  people — an  Adminis- 
tration during  whoso  brief  esUlence  the 
•'  No  Popety"  fi.ig  wavoJ  over  the  head 
of  tho  Lonl- lieutenant  as  he  sat  in  the 
theatie  nt  Dublin,  and  during  whoso  brief 
existence  the  right  lion.  Oonlleman,  the 
Recorder  for  the  cilT  of  Dublin,  and  his 
hoD.  an<)  iMTAod  Coll«ifu«  in  lh«  re|w«> 
MDUiion  of  iht  Unimiitif  of  Pabljn, 


together  with  the  right  hon.  Mr.  Gr^oiy, 
all  decided  enemies  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics, were  oifide  Privy  Councillors.  Here, 
then, the  triumph  or  Orengeism  was  for  a' 
time  complete.  But  the  triumph  was  a 
brief  one ;  and  it  is  fortunate  that  it  was 
so  :  for,  laugh  and  sneer  as  you  will,  if  the 
people  of  this  country  had  been  so  mis- 
guided as  to  trust  to  that  infatuated  party 
a  continuance-  of  power,  Ireland  would 
have  been  convulsed  in  such  a  way  that 
every  man  of  property  and  intelligence 
would  have  been  found  in  the  popular 
ranks.  When  this  party  first  came  into 
power,  a  Conservative  fund  was  formed  in 
the  county  of  Carlow,  at  which  a  large 
amount  oi  subscriptions  was  received,  to 
carry  on  the  warfare  of  the  elections.  Is 
there  a  man  who  doubts  that  large  sums 
of  money  were  subscribed  by  the  Conser- 
vatives for  this  purpose  ?  When  you  talk 
of  the  purity  of  election,  let  us  see  what 
the  purity  of  tlie  Conservatives  has  been. 
Let  us  have  a  full  inquiry,  and  let  us  see 
what  money  has  been  subscribed,  for  what 
it  has  been  subscribed,  and  in  what  man- 
ner, and  for  what  purposes  it  has  been  ex- 
pended. Let  not  the  hon,  and  learned 
Member  for  Bradford  come  forward  with 
his  studied  and  well-prepared  sentences 
to  ask  for  a  limited  inquiry;  but,  if  his 
intentions  be  sincere,  let  him  join  with  me 
in  probing  the  evil  to  the  bottom.  If  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  will  do  that, 
I  will  undertake  to  prove  that  subscrip- 
tions to  a  very  extraordinary  amount  were 
got  together  by  the  Carlton  Club  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  the  elections  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  kingdom.  Let  those 
who  doubt  it  but  give  me  the  opportunity 
of  producing  my  proofs,  and  I  will  change 
(heir  doubts  into  conviction ;  if,  inde^, 
they  be  open  to  a  conviction  of  that  which 
they  are  unwilling  to  believe.  Well,  in 
Ireland  this  plan  was  carried  on  with  very 
considerable  success.  How  did  the  pre- 
sent Members  obtain  their  seats  for  the 
county  of  Carlow  ?  Let  the  inquiry  com- 
mence, and  you  will  have  from  every  part 
of  Hint  county  abundant  proof  of  the 
by  which  those  seats  were  pro- 
cured. You  smile  at  this.  If  you  knew 
would  tremble.  The  whole  of 
wni  assailed  by  the  Conservative 
parly.  Corlow  was  attacked  by  two  men 
of  fortune— ono  having  large  property  in 
the  county,  tlio  oiherkoown  to  bea  po>- 
>«Mor  of  'vwj  %nn.  wealth.  Tbeta  men 
tuMred  into  lb*  coutoM,  d«Unauied  it 


465  Ccarloto  EUctim—  {Feb, 

any  expense  to  carry  their  election.  Under 
theae  ciTcnmstances  Mr.  Blakeney  retired 
from  the  contest,  and  Mr.  Wallace  would 
not  promise  to  come  forward.-  Thus  the 
county  was  left  without  a  candidate  in  tlie 
Liberal  interest.  If  it  be  a  crime  to  seek 
for  a  candidate — I  was  guilty  of  a  crime, 
I  sought  for  a  candidate — I  sought  for  tiro 
candidates — I  sought  in  vain.  For  the 
first  time,  under  these  circumstances,  Mr. 
Raphael  introduced  himself  to  me.  This 
was  at  tlie  general  election  nliich  took 
place  a^r  the  accession  of  Sir  Robert 
Peel  to  office.  His  agent.  Mr.  Pearson, 
wrote  to  me  upon  the  subject,  stated  that 
Mr.  Raphael  was  High  Sheriff  of  London 
for  that  year,  and  gave  him  a  high  cha- 
racter for  respectability  end  political  in- 
tegrity. 1  had  never  heard  of  the  man 
before.  He  proposed  that  he  should 
stand  as  candidate  for  the  county  of  Car- 
low,  declaring  that  he  would  instantly 
purchase  a  large  estate  in  that  county  (if 
there  should  be  one  to  be  purchased),  if 
he  were  returned  a  Member  for  it.  I  an- 
swered Mr.  Pearson's  letter,  and  I  will 
insist  upon  having  my  reply  to  that  letter 
laid  before  any  Committee  that  shall  be 
appointed  by  this  House.  That  was  my 
first  step — for  tliis  thing  has  been  taken 
up  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Bradford  as  if  the  28th  of  May  was  the 
first  time  I  ever  beard  of  Mr.  Raphael. 
Indeed,  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
does  not  appear  to  have  read  my  answer 
which  was  inserted  in  the  papers,  if  he 
had,  he  would  hsve  seen  that  Mr.  Raphael 
admits  that  the  38th  of  May  was  not  my 
first  acquaintance  with  him  on  the  subject 
of  an  election.  I  stated  to  Mr.  Pearson 
what  my  views  were  generally,  and  as 
to  Carlovr  I  slated  particularly  that  I 
would  make  further  inquiries  and  give 
him  the  details  respecting  an  election 
for  that  county.  I  told  him  that  it  could 
be  ascertained  what  number  of  electors 
would  vote  for  Reform  candidates,  and 
what  number  for  Tory  candidates;  that 
by  the  result  of  the  Committee  of  this 
House,  the  balance  was  in  favour  of  the 
Tories,  and  that  nnless  certain  men  would 
add  their  interest  to  the  Reformers,  in 
order  to  outnumber  the  Tories,  Mr. 
Raphael  ought  not  to  stand.  1  got  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Pearson,  telhng  me  that 
Mr.  Raphael  had  offered  to  stand  as  a 
candidate  for  Pontefract,  thst  he  was 
Higb  Sheriff  of  the  city  of  London  at  the 
laM  pmni  ikction,  and  that   be  bad 


16}  Mr.  O'ConmeU^  Mr,  Ibqihael.  466 
stood  aa  candidate  for  Leeds.  How> 
ever  my  opinion  of  Mr.  Raphael  may  be 
altered  now,  I  knew  nothing  of  him  at 
that  period  to  his  disparagement,  nor  do 
I  know  any  other  disparaging  circumstance 
of  him  now  except  this  transaction.  My 
excuse,  then,  towards  the  county  of  Car- 
low,  and  towards  this  House,  for  recom- 
mending him  to  be  the  Member  for  Car- 
low  is,  that  at  that  period  1  had  heard 
nothing  derogatory  of  Mr.  Raphael.  Mr. 
Wallace  declined  to  become  a  candidate 
at  the  general  election,  whereupon,  so 
strong  was  the  popular  feeling  agamst  the 
present  Members, that  there  started  upasa 
candidate  a  young  gentleman  who  had  just 
gone  through  his  courses  at  the  University 
— a  Mr.  Cahill.  He  added  the  name  of 
my  eldest  son  with  his  own  as  a  popular 
name,  but  who  had  been  already  returned 
for  Tralee,  and  did  not  therefore,  want  to 
be  returned  for  Carlow;  but  the  reformers 
stood  a  contest  of  four  days  under  those 
two  names  against  the  sitting  Members. 
This  I  state  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
House  how  strong  the  popular  party  are 
in  that  county.  The  sitting  members  were 
returned :  their  return  was  petitioned 
against,  and  this  was  the  case  proved 
against  thetn.  It  was  proved  that  the 
county  voters  had  not  been  exhausted  at 
the  close  of  the  election.  Why  were  they 
not  ?  Because  the  law  agent  of  Mr.  Bruen 
put  the  long  oath  to  every  voter  that  came 
up  to  vote  for  Mr.  Kavanagh ;  and  the 
law  agent  of  Mr.  Kavanagh  put  the  long 
oath  to  every  voter  that  came  up  to  vote 
for  Mr.  Bruen.  Was  that  all  ?  No.  The 
agents  for  the  popular  party  feeling  a  re- 
pugnance— it  is  only  the  sanctified  man 
who  does  not — at  this  profsne  use  of  the 
oaths,  said  to  the  agents  of  Bruen  and 
Kavanagh,  "  We  know  your  object — your 
object  is  delay;  you  gain  three  minutes 
between  every  second  vote.  Now  we  will 
give  you  those  three  minutes,  but  don't 
put  the  oaths."  That  was  accepted.  What 
does  the  conscientious  Member  for  Brad- 
ford think  of  that.  Afhat  was  the  next 
step?  The  next- morning  the  agents  of 
Bruen  and  Kavanagh  said  "  three  minates 
are  not  enough— we  can  wear  out  five; 
and  if  you  do  not  allow  fire  minutes  be- 
tween every  two  voters  ne  will  pot  the 
oaths."  It  was  found  by  experiment  that 
they  could  wear  out  five  minutes,  and 
accordingly  they  got  five.  Well,  they 
found  that  even  6ve  were  not  enough,  aud 
waat«d  to  extend  it  to  six  or  wna  (  \n\ 
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hefon  a  CommitUe,  and  any  gentieman 
who  has  been  twelve  or  fourteen  dayi  be- 
fore a  Committee  of  lliia  House  koowi 
what  a  quantity  of  dry  money  (ai  it  'a 
called)  ii  required  on  such  an  occaiion. 
Mr.  Vigors,  who,  although  a  gentleman  ot 
independent  circum stances,  was  not  so 
rich  as  the  Membera  for  the  county,  had 
expended  money  enough.  Here,  then, 
was  a  county  vacant,  and  the  popular  de- 
teitation  excited  by  the  outragei  that  had 
been  committed  on  the  unoSending  Ca- 
tholic peRsantry  by  the  Tory  landlords. 
What  would  the  House  think,  when  a 
remonstrance  was  made  to  the  agent  of 
one  of  those  landlords  against  the  cruelty 
of  these  proceedings,  and  when  he  was 
told  that  the  periecuted  peasantry  who 
were  ejected  from  their  homes  had  nothing 
to  eat — what  would  the  Houbc  think  of  tM 
answer  that  was  made  ? — "  Let  them  eat 
each  other."  That  fact  is  denied,  I  adroit; 
but  give  me  a  Committee,  and  1  tell  yoa 
1  will  prove  it.  That  wes  the  situation  of 
the  county  of  Csriow  when  the  new  writ 
was  issued,  I  had  been  written  to  by  a 
most  influentiel  peraon  in  the  county  of 
Carlow  on  the  subject  of  the  eleofion.  But 
it  was  not  enough  to  have  caodidates, 
because  with  that  generous  and  popular 
self  sacrifice,  which  is  so  fsmiliar  to  the 
cheeren  of  the  hon.  end  learned  Member 
for  Bradford,  who  only  think  of  patriotisn, 
and  never  think  of  the  pounds,  shillings 
and  pence  which  a  contested  election  costs, 
candidates  of  the  Tory  party  were  already 
in  the  fiekl.  Alasl  Sir,  pounds,  shillings, 
and  pence  are  absolutely  necestary.  I 
sought  but  one  gentleman  in  England 
who  would  become  a  candidate  for  the 
popular  interest.  We  wrote  to  Ireland, 
and  did  all  we  could  to  procure  another 
candidate;  but  we  were  not  able  to  find 
one  who  would  face  the  candidatea  on  the 
other  side,  after  the  determination  that 
had  been  exhibited,  that  alt  opposition  was 
to  be  worn  out  by  expense,  and  that  there 
was  to  be  another  Section  petition.  Un- 
der these  circumstances  what  occurred? 
Why,  pending  the  writ,  Mr.  Raphael,  as 
Sheriff  of  London,  came  to  the  Bar  of  this 
House  with  all  his  parapfaOTnalia  of  office, 
1  saw  him  received  by  many  hon.  Mem- 
bers in  the  most  friendly  manner.  He 
spoke  to  me  in  the  kindest  terms— he 
wrote  to  me  in  the  kindest  and  most  Bat- 
tering terms.  People,  indeed,  bad  toid 
roe,  more  than  oac«,  that  tbeifi  was  no 
relying  upon  bin— tbat  be  «ai  afaitbbHi 
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the  opposite  agents  would  not  give  more, 
so  the  other  party  continued,  after  a  short 
interval,  to  put  the  oaths,  until  they  ac- 
tually ealirely  pvit  the  county  out  of  court. 
To  me,  who  love  the  democratic  principle, 
it  is  a  most  deplorable  thing  that  those 
vszatioufl  proceedings — whatever  money 
might  be  paid  for  them — should  hava  taken 

Klace  at  Carlow.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
[ember  who  has  lately  presented  a  peti- 
tion against  me,  challenged  inquiry.  1 
challenge  htm.  Let  him  come  before  a 
Committee.  1  can  prove  that  there  was 
acontract  between  him  and  Mr.  Kavanagh 
to  adopt  this  system.  I  will  not  pledge 
myself  to  the  House,  but  I  should  like  to 
examine  him  upon  that  point  before  a 
Committee.  There  never  was  anything  in 
the  history  of  contested  elections  so  out- 
rageous. Well,  Mr.  Vigors,  having  stood 
a  contested  election  against  the  brother  of 
one  of  the  sitting  Members  for  the  county, 
for  the  town  of  Carlow,  in  which  he  was 
defeated,  finding,  under  the  circumstances 
I  have  just  stated,  that  a  petition  against 
the  county  Members  could  be  so  strongly 
supported,  brought  the  case  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  House.  They  proved  the 
facts  1  have  menliooed ;  the  election  was 
set  aside  upon  that  account,  and  a  new 
writ  was  issued.  Now,  the  House  may 
wish  to  know  what  was  the  first  step  which 
the  elected  Members,  Mr,  Bruen  and  Mr. 
Kavanagh,  then  took.  Mr.  Austin  was 
counsel  for  the  petitioners — the  successful 
counsel ;  and  mark,  the  very  moment  the 
Committee  decided  that  they  should  be 
nnaeated,  that  very  instant  Mr.  Austin  was 
retained  by  them  for  the  petition  that  was 
to  follow  the  next  election,  thBs  marking 
the  determination  to  bring  the  caae  again 
before  another  Committee  I  Now  I  ask 
the  Houae,  did  they  ever  hear  of  such  a 
proceeding  as  that.  And  do  you  wonder, 
now,  that  the  gentry  of  Ireland,  who  play 
auch  pranks,  have  not  any  authority  there, 
and  that  he  who  stands  up  against  them, 
and  for  the  people,  has  power  and  influence 
in  that  country?  I  implore  of  you  take 
away  that  influencel  You  can  have  it  in 
one  moment  by  doing  justice  to  Ireland; 
but  by  continniitg  injustice  to  Ireland  and 
ininsuce  to  me,  you  only  augment  it. 
Well,  that  waa  the  sitnation  of  things. 
Was  I  wrong,  then,  in  looking  out  for  a 
candidate  to  oppose  that  party?  Mr. 
Wallace  had  given  little,  I  believe  nothing, 
towards  that  contest  and  the  petition. 
Mi^  Vigsn  htd  had  tha  tBiafertvue  to  be 
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person.  Why,  Sir,  I  confeis  I  never 
bellied  it.  He  was  the  first  Catholic 
vho.  Tor  300  ycBTS,  had  been  Sheriff  of 
London.  In  Ireland  for  forty-five  years — 
I  nish  the  Housi  lo  mark  this — in  Ireland 
for  forty-fire  years  Catholics  had  been 
capable  of  being  members  of  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Dublin;  and  yet,  during  those 
forty-Rve  years,  not  one  single  Catholic 
was  made  a  member  of  that  Corporation. 
Mow,  recollecting  that  fact,  and  seeing 
that  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Lon- 
don had  elected  Mr.  Raphael  their  She- 
riff, I  pat  this  question  to  the  House — if 
it  be  true  what  his  calumniators  say  of 
him,  why  did  they  not  come  forward  and 
stale  it  at  the  time  of  his  election  in  their 
Common-hall  ?  But,  instead  of  being 
accused,  he  was  lauded.  I  found  him 
then  (he  BherifT  of  the  City  of  London, 
expressing  the  strongest  feelings  with 
respect  to  Ireland,  and  the  strongest  anti- 
Tory  sentiments.  Why  should  I  listen  to 
his  calumniators?  Don't  I  know  what 
calumniators  are  T  Is  it  new  to  me  that 
calumniator^  are  liars  of  the  worst  descrip- 
tion ?  Why,  for  the  last  thirty  years,  no 
living  man  has  been  half  so  much  assailed 
as  I  have  been.  Six  times  a-week  in 
three  Dublin  papers,  twice  a-week  three 
papers  in  Dublin,  once  a-week  four  papers 
■n  Dublin,  have  been  assailing  me  with 
calumnies.  1  confess,  therefore,  that  1 
disregard  calumniators,  and  I  did  disre- 
gard the  calumnies  against  the  first  Catho- 
lic Sheriff  of  London.  But  what  had  he 
been  doing?  He  had  been  tn  constant 
communication  with  Mr.  Vigors  and  the 
Refonii  Carlow  Committee  (I  mean  those 
who  were  attending  the  Committee  of  this 
House  in  London),  telling  them  that  he 
would  become  a  candidate,  and  promisibg 
to  become  the  purchaser  of  an  estate  in 
Carlow.  Under  these  circumstances, 
where  is  my  personal  turpitude  because  I 
took  up  the  canse  of  Mr.  Raphael,  and 
recommended  him  to  the  county  of  Carlow 
against  the  Tory  candidates.  I  took  up 
the  cauae  of  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  City 
of  London,  and  recommended  him  to  the 
county  of  Carlow  as  a  fit  and  proper  can- 
didate. Is  there  any  turpitude  in  that  1 
!  am  now  separating  the  two  parts  of  the 
case — ihe  personal  grounds  from  the  pe- 
cuniary grounds.  There  is  my  case  as  to 
personal  grounds;  and  is  there  any  man 
in  this  House  who  will  tell  me  that  Mr. 
Raphael  was  not  as  fit  a  person  to  repre- 
tent  tite  coanty  of  Carlo*  m  either  of  the 
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present  Members?  One  of  those  hon. 
Members  has  an  hereditary  estate.  It  it 
said  that  he  is  descended  from  Macmur^ 
rough.  He  is  certainly  of  high  genealogy, 
and  of  large  fortune;  but  these  do  not 
give  him  a  feeling  for  wishing  the  people 
of  Carlow  lo  be  in  a  better  condition — 
these  do  not  qualify  him  to  represent  their 
wants  and  their  wishes.  The  other  hon. 
Member  is  a  Gentleman  whose  father  pur- 
chased lands  in  the  county  of  Carlow,  who 
was  a  successful  Commissary  in  the  A  ma 
rican  war  ;  but  does  that  give  him  a  title 
to  trample  on  the  people  of  Carlow.  Mr. 
Raphael  was  a  gentleman  who  was  abund- 
anilv  able  to  purchase  land  in  that  county 
— who  had  told  the  people  that  he  would 
make  such  purchase — woo  was  High  She- 
riff of  London — who  had  proclaimed  his 
attachment  to  those  principles  which  I 
prefer,  and  who  had  even  in  his  written 
declaration  stated  that  he  would  go  as  fw 
as  I  would  for  the  good  of  Ireland.  That 
declaratian  contained  nothing  but  ati  un- 
equivocal abhorrence  of  the  principles  of 
a  Tory  Administration,  and  an  unequi- 
vocal adherence  to  a  Liberal  Administra- 
tion, I  put  it  to  the  House  and  to  the 
country,  whether  I  was  in  the  slightest 
degree  criminal  in  adopting  that  man  *. 
Had  he  been  in  this  House  at  this  mo- 
ment, is  there  any  man  to  reproach  himl 
Why,  he  was  in  this  House,  and  was  met 
by  every  Gentleman  as  an  equal,  and  was 
treated  by  them  upon  full  terms  ofequality; 
and  I  want  to  know  whether  an  English 
merchant,  who  has  acquired  property  in 
traije,  is  not  to  be  treated  on  the  footing 
of  a  gentleman?  Why,  is  not  that  how 
all  large  properties  are  realized  ?  Is  trade 
any  disparagement  T  Well,  Mr.  Raphael 
set  up  to  represent  A  county.  He  was  a 
member  also,  it  seems,  of  Btookes's 
Club.  He  had  gone  through  that  ordeal; 
and,  therefore,  I  do  laugh  to  scorn  all 
those  who  say  I  did  wrong  to  support  him 
as  a  candidate  for  the  county  of  Carlow. 
I  do  candidly  admit  that  I  did  not  do  it 
till  I  bad  exhausted  Ireland.  There  wasa 
family  in  Ireland  with  whom  I  was  at  per- 
sonal warfare  at  the  time.  But  I  forgot 
my  resentment.  I  said  lo  one  of  that 
respectable  family,  I  think  some  of  your 
relations  have  treated  me  ill,  but  I  don't 
cere  one  ftrthing  about  Uiat;  stand  for 
Carlow,  and  I  will  go  with  yon  from  door 
to  door  to  aecure  your  return.  He  de- 
clined ;  and  then,  as  a  taat  resort,  I  adopt- 
ed *a  Englishinnn,  voder  tbott  profMtioni 
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and  marked  it  at  Brookes's  three  or  Tour 
days  ago.  I  put  it  to  him  whether,  in 
assisting  Mr.  Raphael  in  the  couDly  of 
Carlow,  under  the  circumstancei  slated,  I 
did  anything  imbecoming  the  station  that 
I  bear  towards  the  Irish  people,  and  the 
station  that  1  bear  as  a  gentleman  ?,  By 
birth,  by  education,  and  in  everything, but 
in  one  unrortunate  event  (and  for  which 
let  me  suffer  the  taunts  of  the  world  for 
avoiding  its  recurrence),  I  am  his  equal ; 
and  even  when  I  say  that  I  bow  to  the 
House-  -but,  I  ask  how  I  have  degraded 
myself  in  the  slightest  degree  from  that 
station  ?  What  have  I  done  inconsistenllj 
with  my  station  to  the  people  of  England, 
or  the  people  of  Ireland,  in  bringing  for- 
ward Mr.  Alexander  Raphael  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Irish  constituency  ?  So 
much  as  to  my  personal  corruption,  as  it 
is  called.  Am  I  (o  blame  in  endeavouring 
to  get  two  votes  on  this  side  of  the  House  ? 
Am  1  to  blame  in  wishing  to  throw  out  the 
present  Member  for  the  county  of  Carlow  ? 
Of  one  of  them  I. say  nothing;  but  the 
other  I  hope  will  come  before  this  Com- 
mittee, where  the  facts  can  be  inquired 
into,  and  where  he  must  either  clear  hii 
character  from  the  roost  horrible  imputa- 
tions, or  the  Committee  must  place  him 
in  that  situation  in  which  he  ought  to  be 
placed,  if  he  be  guilty  of  what  is  publicly 
charged  against  him.  I  only  demand  in- 
quiry at  the  same  time,  stating  distinctly 
that  I  have  not  the  least  fear  of  producing 
a  list  of  evidence  which  irill  demonstrate 
the  truth  of  those  charges  [ca/^  of  queitvm 
by  Mr.  Scarletf].  I  am  obliged  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  who  cries  question, 
I  put  it  to  the  House  whether  I  have  not, 
though  at  aome  length,  coniined  myself  to 
the  first  question — personal  corruption.  I 
now  come  to  the  pecuniary  corruption.  I 
don't  want  a  pigmy  or  a  giant  to  acquit 
me  ofthat  charge.  There  is  not  a  man  in 
or  out  of  this  House  who  does  not  feel 
thut  1  am  totally  free  from  the  slightest 
taint.  I  defycalumny.  I  defy  the  charges 
of  those  who  read  selected  letters,  and  rest 
their  charge  upon  particular  passages.  Tha 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Bradford 
says  he  never  heard  of  one  man  under- 
taking for  another.  Why,  surely  he  has 
not  forgotten  his  professional  mind?  The 
very  word  used  "  guarantee  "  is  the  very 
word  which  one  man  uses  to  answer  for 
another.     What  are  the  facts?     During 


which  I  have  already  stated.  And  that  is 
my  situation.  Now,  whatever  turpitude 
is  attached  to  that,  let  it  be  sol  Let  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Bradford  say 
in  what  be  was  Mr.  Raphael's  superior  at 
that  period?  What  I  was  he  not  once 
Member  for  Carlow?  And  I  ask  this 
fearlessly,  at  that  period  what  was  there 
about  Mr.  Raphael  that  made  him  in  any 
degree  the  inferior  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Bradford  ?  Nothing — nothing 
at  all.  He  would,  'tis  true,  have  voted 
the  same  way  with  me  ;  but  should  1  have 
recommended  him  or  any  man  if  he  would 
not.  His  principles  were  known.  He 
had  written  them,  and  put  them  in  print. 
I  am  quite  sure  that  if  he  had  gone  from 
that  pledge  he  would  have  heard  of  it  both 
here  and  elsewhere.  Therefore,  on  this 
part  of  the  case — the  personal  part— I 
stand  upon  these  facts.  Let  any  Gentle- 
Dian  put  his  hand  to  his  heart,  and  say, 
notwithstanding  I  have  been  the  stock  in 
trade  tonine-tenthsofthose  I  see  before  me. 
What  1  no  !  Had  you  a  dinner — had  you 
a  public  meeting  at  which  I  was  not  your 
Block  in  trade  ?  Who  was  your  constant 
theme  ?  It  was  not  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Bradford.  And  yet,  when  I 
recollect  what  occurred  between  him  and 
me — we  happened  to  be  in  the  Temple 
together — when  I  met  him  afterwards,  I 
confess  the  recollections  of  early  youth 
came  over  me,  and  I  regarded  him  with 
feelings  of  personal  friendship — I  greeted 
him,  as  one  of  my  earliest  acquaintances, 
with  a  warmth  of  heart  which  he  affected 
to  return.  Yes,  I  will  do  him  the  justice 
to  say  be  affected.  What  did  I  hearneit  ? 
Why,  that  he  had  got  some  persons  to  give 
him  a  dinner  at  Leeds  before  this  Raphael 
affair  happened  at  all.  [Mr.  Baines!  Not 
at  Leeds.]  Oh  I  well  I  perhaps  read  it  in 
The  Leeds  MercuTy.  I  suppose  it  was  ibe 
hon.  Genlleraan's  own — but  I  wont  call  it 
by  that  familiar  and  savoury  name.  But 
what  was  my  surprise  to  find  that  the 
man  whom  I  had  treated  with  the  warmth 
of  friendship— well,  I  don't  care — what 
was  my  astonishment  to  read  a  speech  he 
made  there,  in  which  he  alluded  to  the 
religion  I  respect,  and  treated  it  in  the 
lowest  terms  that  could  possibly  be  used  ! 
Not  only  was  there  a  spirit  of  fanaticism 
Tunning  through  that  speech,  but  there 
was  a  most  gross  personal  attack  upon  my- 
self. I  have  the  newspaper,  and  can  pro- 
dace  it,  containing  the  speech,  stating  that 
til  mjr  poUtica  were  meicenary,    1  lead  it 
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after  the  decision  of  the  Commit ! 
whether  I  could  arrange  betwee 


pteaBlar;  oorruptlont  did  not  tell  thi 
Haute  how  Mr.  Raphael's  share  of  tha 
MpsDMi  wai  paid.  He  oouid  not  have 
a  coolcft  io  a  county  in  Ireland  for  dvo 
dayt,  nor  even  the  appearance  of  a 
conteit,  without  incurring  expenses.  le 
not  that  manirest.  Was  any  one  ever 
engaged  in  a  eonteited  election  who  bad 
not  money  to  pay  for  legal  and  necessary 
expenses.  Now,  when  I  staled  to  thi 
House  tl]e  conversation  between  Mr 
Raphael  and  Mr.  Vigors  on  the  28lh  o 
May,  I  also  stated  (and  I  am  ready  to 
prove  it),  that  my  namti  as  the  depository 
of  the  money  was  first  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Raphael.  Mr.  Vigors  then  came  to  me, 
and  stated  that  it  was  impossible  for  him 
to  go  to  the  contest  with  a  lass  sum  than 
two  thousand  pounds.  My  answer  was, 
that  it  was  not  liLely  two  thousand  pounds 
wonid  be  given  for  the  mere  chance  of 
being  returned  ;  but  that  if  he  could  get 
one  thousand  pounds  to  be  joined  with 
money  of  his  own  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  contest,  then  he  would  be  entitled  to 
be  reimbursed  any  extra  expenses  which 
the  contest  might  lawfully  pnt  him  to; 
and  if  there  was  any  surplus  remaining 
over,  there  were  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  those  who  hsd  fallen  victims  to  the 
merciless  conduct  of  the  landlords,  and 
whose  waitings  and  screams  were  in  rain 
assailing  the  ears  of  their  oppressors  for 
bread  to  keep  them  from  starving.  But 
as  to  a  petition  sgaiost  the  return,  there 
was  no  doubt  there  would  be  one,  because 
Mr.  Austin  had  already  been  retained  by 
the  unseated  Members;  so  that  they  must 
have  a  contest,  or  a  show  of  a  contest,  in 
order  to  have  afterwards  a  petition.  Well, 
Sir,  there  was  a  contest,  and  there  was  a 
petition.  Is  there  any  evidence  of  the 
slightest  allegaiion  that  I  was  to  get  one 
penny  of  tha  2,000/.  for  myself?  Where 
IS  the  allegation  ?  1  challenge  the  hon, 
and  learned  Member  to  read  that  allegation. 
Has  Mr.  Raphael  made  it?  He  has  not. 
He  has  said  directly  the  reverse.  In  one 
of  my  letters  I  said — "Return  me  this 
letter,  as  it  vouches  BOG/,  for  me."  But 
where  has  tha  bon,  and  learned  Member 
found  the  allegation  7  He  has  not  made 
it — 1  do  hiro  the  justice  to  ss;  he  has  not 
made  it.  The  party  by  whom  he  ia  sup- 
ported shouted  him  on  to  make  it,  but  he 
nas  not  made  it ;  and  I  defy  any  man  to 
make  it,  who  reads  the  documents  that 
hare  been  published.  Mr.  Vigors  re* 
UMiaed  in  London  during  the  Saturday 


id  him.     The  Carlow  men  aUc 
till   Saturday,  to  see  if  an  ai 
could    be  made    between    Rt 
Vigors.    On  Sunday  it  was  im 
Mr.   Vigors   to  be  off  to    Ir 
Sunday,  the  3Ist  of  May,  M 
a(\er  declining  to  see  mc  on  tl 
saw  me;    and  on  that  day  I 
give  for  the  legal  expenses  of 
1,000/.;  and  to  give,  the  mi 
returned,  another   1,000/.) 
question  which  the  House 
whether  these  two  sums  hi 
for  a   legal  or  an  illegal 
hon.  and  learned  Gentlems 
night  ventured  to  say  that ' 
for  either  purpose;  but,  by  i 
he  says  that  these  things 
into  improper  uses.    Wl 
turned  into  improper  usei 
to  know  what  sort  of  a  R 
and  learned  Gentleman  w( 
of  trjiug  the  case  that  wi 
tried  a  factitious  case— i 
— not  before  him  7     W 
learned  Gentleman  mi 
Pontefiact    for  legal  o 
cannot  be   ascertained 
because  money   is  pa 
committed.     There  ar 
elections ;     but  und< 
paying  legal  expensi 
often  paid  ;  hence  br 
are  ollen  included  u 
paying  legal  expensei 
IS  committed  under  tl 
says  boldly  and  at  o 
But  to  judge  by  v 
nothing— it  is  abf 
ungenerous,  that 
infinitely  harder;  ; 
calumny  with  whic 
me,  and  make  a  i 
because  anything 
cause  something 
be  asked,  why  d' 
phael  should   p 
2,000/.     My  an 
the  wish  oir  M 
told  me  that  hr 
Pontrefact,  and 
more  money  t) 
have  to  pay; 
Member  on  tV 
a  contested  el' 
pay  than  he  - 
pay.      Und( 
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intention  to  pack  the  Committee  against 
me?  Now,  I  will  not  be  put  down  by  an 
attempt  Ut  pacli  the  Cammittee.  I  will 
not  aabmit  to  it.  There  hsB  been  a  Com- 
mittee agreed  upon,  I  am  told,  and  that 
arrangement  haa  been  broken  off.  All  my 
lire  I  have  been  battling — and  one  or  the 
misfortuneB  of  Ireland  is,  that  all  my  lire  I 
have  been  battling  against  faction,  gam- 
blers with  the  loaded  dice,  who  have  the 
chance  in  their  own  hands.  Am  I  to  sub- 
mit to  a  Committee  of  this  description? 
Oh,  I  entreat  you,  hon.  English  Gentle- 
men, who  may  be  led  away  by  party — I 
regret  that  1  cannot  carry  the  adjuratioD 
further  than  Englsnd  and  Scotland — I 
call  upon  hon.  Englishmen  and  Scotch- 
men to  protect  me  against  a  packed  Jury 
— apacked  Jurydelerminednot  to  try,  but 
to  convict  me.  As  to  my  accuser  himself, 
1  have  no  ejection  to  his  being  my 
accuser,  but  1  have  the  strongest  ob- 
jection, from  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
treated  me,  to  hts  being  one  of  my  judges. 
Yes,  I  have;  and  it  was  on  this  account 
that  I  alluded  a  while  ago  to  O'Sullivan. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  was  one  of  those  who 
made  that  attack  on  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land, on  which  they  were  shut  out  from 
any  defence,  unless  indeed  they  sent  over 
to  Ireland  to  the  Catholic  Bishops  for 
authority.  Now,  when  I  know  this,  when 
I  hear  the  hon.  Gentleman's  speech,  when 
I  see  him  coming  forward  under  pretence 
of  neutrality  and  attacking  me,  and  when 
I  see  acts  of  injustice  reiterated  in  his 
place,  and  repeated  at  a  dinner  at  Brad- 
ford, I  own  I  would  rather  be  tried  by  a 
certain  black  geatleman  who  holds  his 
court  in  a  certain  warm  region,  than  I 
would  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Bradford. 
No :  I  am  before  the  English  people,  and 
to  them  I  appeal.  I  am  the  enemy  of 
every  corruption;  I  am  for  searching 
through  and  esterminating  it.  But  let  us 
not  have  ihe  mockery  of  a  single  case.  1 
call  upon  you  now  to  act;  the  time  is 
come — the  Parliament  is  reformed  —  the 
benefits  of  the  Reform  Bill  can  be  lost 
only  by  corruption.  Let  us  go  into  a  full 
inquiry  of  the  monies  expended  by  the 
Reform  Association  on  the  one  band  and 
the  Carlton  Club  on  the  olher.  Why  the 
people  of  England  are  entitled  to  it.  I 
want  it  for  tbem.  Let  me  have  the  hap- 
piness of  exposing  this  to  the  people  of 
England,  which  [  slate  to  be  the  fact — 
that  at  the  last  general  election  corruption 
and  bribery  reached  to  a  height  before 
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nnparalleled  and  onknown.  Men  both  in 
the  law  and  the  army  were  sent  to  every 
accessible  place,  and  money  in  treasury 
franks  was  received  to  carry  on  the  war. 
The  old  freemen  were  engaged  again  for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  men  —  there 
happened  to  be  such  candidates,  but  not 
returned — who  had  not  one  liogle  quali* 
fication  of  legislators  or  statesmen,  and 
who  did  not  possess  either  the  public  oi 
private  character  which  would  have  war- 
ranted their  return  to  this  House.  Let  us 
have  these  things  inquired  into.  Why 
talk  to  me  of  the  mote  in  my  eye,  when 
the  beam  is  in  your  own  ?  Meet  me  firmly 
and  fairly.  Give  me  a  Committee,  and 
let  me  have  the  evidence  printed  and  laid 
before  the  people  of  England.  Give  me 
the  Committee,  and  I  will  put  a  notice  on 
the  paper  before  we  leave  the  House  to- 
night, of  my  intention  to  move  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill — mark  this,  assist  me  to 
pass  it  —  to  indemnify  all  the  witnesses 
except  myself,  who  shall  give  evidence 
before  any  Committee  of  this  House  of 
Commons,  from  all  suits,  actions,  and 
indictments,  by  reason  of  anything  con- 
tained in  their  evidence.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Bradford,  now  so 
anxious  on  this  Motion,  was  one  of  the 
lawyers  who  were  the  most  anxious  of  any 
in  the  House  to  prevent  people  committing 
themselves  in  the  Great  Yarmouth  case. 
"  Do  not  criminate  yourself,"  said  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  every 
witneu.  Why  should  not  a  man  crimi- 
nate himself?  It  is  useful  to  criminals, 
hot  it  is  useless  for  thepurposes  of  justice. 
If  it  be  on  English  privilege,  have  tbs 
benefit  of  it  for  indemnity,  but  not  for 
absurdity.  I  challenge  you  all,  cheerers 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Bradford  there, 
if  you  are  as  pure  as  you  insinuate  by  that 
cheer,  to  come  with  me  to  the  ordeal,  join 
with  me  in  the  Bill  of  which  I  have  just 
expressed  my  intention  of  giving  notice  ; 
let  every  man  be  indemnitied  for  every 
thing  connected  with  his  disclosures  before 
a  Committee  of  this  Hou»e,  and  then 
make  it  punishable  as  a  misdemeiinour  to 
make  a  wilful  or  corrupt  statement  before 
any  such  tribunal.  At  present  it  is  no 
oiTence  at  all  in  civil  law  ;  make  it  an 
lifence  and  join  with  me  in  this  Bill.  I 
rill  detain  the  House  no  longer.  I  feel 
that  1  have  subjected  myself  lo  the  accu- 
sation of  having  improperly  supported 
Mr.  Raphael ;  thus  have  I  defended  my- 
self against  the  chai^ — not  the  charge. 
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corruption — a  point  upon  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bradford  made  a  digression  to 
the  Monboddo  taiU,  and  the  impromptu 
which  called  forth  the  impassioned  and 
vehement  cheerings  of  the  hoci.  Gentlemen 
opposite — as  to  the  personal  corruption  in 
procuring  and  assisting  Mr.  Raphael  to 
sit  far  the  county  of  Carlow,  I  am  per- 
fectly free  from  censure,  or  from  blame,  or 
from  the  reprobation  of  Parliament.  As 
to  the  2,000f.  pecuniary  corruption,  if  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bradford  had  been  al- 
lowed to  go  on,  according  to  his  own 
opinions,  I  should  not  have  heard  of  it  at 
all:  he  has,  however,  made  that  chaise, 
but  even  to-night  he  has  not  distinctly 
persevered  in  it;  and  even  if  he  had,  it 
IS  refuted,  not  only  by  the  petition,  but  by 
every  document  in  the  case.  He  talks  of 
possibilities,  however;  and  having  defeated 
him  on  the  realities  of  the  case,  1  will  now 
meet  him  on  the  possibilities.  The  hon. 
id  learned  Member  says,  this  money 
ight  hsve  been  applied  to  certain  pur- 
poses.  Might  I  Hemust  take  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  Was  there  not  abun- 
dant room  for  expenditure  in  the  situation 
in  which  the  people  in  the  county  of  Car- 
low  were  placed,  and  in  the  distresses  of 
the  poor?  And  am  I  to  be  shut  out  from 
proving  the  reality  of  that  expenditure, 
and  the  magnitude  of  that  distress,  in  order 
to  show  the  utterimpossibilityof  one  penny 
less  being  spent  by  any  body  ?  Now,  Sir, 
I  come  back  again — after  I  have  been 
hunted  through  the  newspapers  for  sis 
months,  after  I  have  been  the  theme  of 
every  Tory  meeting,  every  Tory  dinner, 
and  every  election  that  has  taken  place,  I 
ask  the  House  whether  it  is  not  unbecom- 
ing a  man  to  give  the  slightest  counte- 
nance to  charges  of  this  kind,  when  all  I 
ask  is,  a  full,  complete,  fair,  and  funda- 
mental inquiry?  I  then  mean  to  ask 
more.  Let  that  inquiry  be  made  by  fair 
and  honourable  men.  I  say  by  fair  and 
honourable  men  ;  for  men  who  are  fair  and 
honourable  for  other  purposes,  are  not  so 
when  they  have  political  or  personal  in- 
terests of  their  own  involved.  I  see  before 
me  not  judges  but  accusers,  not  jurors  but 
partisans,  not  arbitrators  but  persons  in- 
terested, humble  as  1  am,  in  putting  me 
down.  It  may  be  vanity  in  me  to  suppose 
but  can  I  avoid  that  vanity  when   I 


in  his  petition  that  he  got  the  money,  that 
he  is  responsible  to  the  House  for  its  ex- 
penditure, and  that  he  is  ready  to  show 
how  he  spent  it.  And  what  does  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bradford  do  ?  Leaves  out  Mr. 
Vigors's  evidence,  and  the  application  of 
the  money  altogether.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Bradford  has  the  resolution — I  will  call 
it  by  no  harder  name — to  propose  to  this 
House  a  motion  for  an  inquiry,  from  which 
the  question  of  the  application  of  the 
moneyshall  be  altogether  excluded.  Good 
God  I  was  ever  anything  heard  so  out- 
rageous ?  What  do  I  want  ?  Full,  fair, 
and  impartial  inquiry  into  the  application 
of  every  penny  of  that  money  ["  Hear, 
hear  r  from  Mr,  Hardy\.  1  thank  him 
for  that;  why  did  he  not  put  it  in  his 
resolution?  He  cries  "  Hear,  hear!" 
now,  but  it  would  have  been  better,  for 
the  accommodatioD  of  his  conscience,  had 
he  included  it  in  the  resolution  he  ori- 
ginally proposed.  The  election  commenced 
somewhere  about  the  18th  of  July  ;  there 
were  6ve  days'  polling,  and  one  day's  no- 
mination ;  there  were  three  booths  in  the 
county,  and  the  deputies  and  officers  of 
those  three  booths.  The  full  sum  for  all 
this  expense  that  Mr.  Vigors  had  to  ac- 
count for  is  1,000^  Is  there  any  man  in 
this  House  who  doubts  that  1,000/.  was 
actually  spent  in  defraying  these  expenses? 
Well,  then  a  petition  comes  on,  another 
1,OOOJ.  is  advanced.  Doesany  man  doubt 
the  extent  of  the  demands  on  that  1 ,000/.  ? 
What  is  Mr.  Raphael's  case  ?    Mr.  Ra- 

fhael's  case  is — and  this  is  the  only  point 
would  wish  to  have  left  to  arbitration— 
the  only  one  I  would  leave  to  the  arbitra- 
tion of  any  gentleman  of  any  party  in  this 
House — Mr,  Raphael's  case  is,  whether  by 
the  guarantee  I  gave  to  Vigors,  he  was 
bound  to  go  on  with  the  petition  at  his 
own  expense,  after  the  1,0002. 
pended.  The  question  arose ;  Mr.  Vigors 
decided  it  against  himself;  and  then  M: 
Raphael,  against  my  advice  and  Mr.  Vi 
gors's  entreaty,  changed  the  solicitor,  ap 
ptKUted  a  solicitor  ol  his  own,  and  went 
on  for  seven  or  eight  days  in  a  hopeless 
controversy  before  the  Coraoiittee.  Why 
do  I  state  that  ?  To  meet  the  case  of  Mr. 
Raphael  out  of  the  House,  for  in  the 
House  his  case  is,  that  the  entire  2,000/. 
was  expended,  and  that  he  expended  more 


besides  in  legal  expenses.     I  have  (res.  I  read    the    newspapers    for    the    las 

Eassed  at  considerable  length  upon  the    months,  although  1  see  the  men  who  con- 
ionse,  but  it  was  my  duty  and  my  right,    demn  me  behind  my  back  silting  opposite 
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and  utisfactory  course  would  be,  to  ex- 
amine evidence  at  the  Bar  of  that  House, 
and  in  his  apprehenEion  there  was  only 
one  portion  of  any  fluch  evidence  which 
could  in  the  least  affect  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member,  and  even  from  that  he 
entertained  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that 
and  learned  Member  must  come 
forth  fully  and  honourably  acquitted.  On 
all  iha  otiier  points  he  had  already  been 
tried,  and  a  decision  pronounced  upon  his 
conduct  by  an  adverse  Jud^e.  By  that 
Judge  he  had  been  unequivocally  declared 
innocent.  The  hon.  Baronet,  the  Mem- 
ber for  Westminster  was  the  Judge  to 
whom  he  alluded,  and  he,  as  the  House 
must  fully  remember,  in  his  letter  to 
Brookes'a  Club,  pronounced  upon  the  con- 
duct of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  as 
complete  a  decision  of  acquittal  as  could 
possibly  be  imagined,  for  he  confined  the 
whole  of  his  accusation  to  the  iise  of  un- 
becoming lan°;uae;e.  Now,  could  they 
believe  the  hon.  Baronet  capable  of  con- 
fining himself  to  the  paltry  charge  of  mere 
language,  if  he  could  proceed  upon  any 
ground  of  substantial  reality  7  No  doubt 
many  accusations  of  various  kinds  had 
been  made  against  the  Member  for  Dublin 
in  reference  to  the  Carlow  election,  but 
nothing  could  be  plainer  than  this — that 
the  hon.  Baronet  considered  every  one  of 
the  more  material  charges  wiped  away,  or 
he  never  would  have  written  a  long  public 
letter  without  the  least  allusion  to  them, 
nor  would  he  have  occupied  himself  with 
a  matter  of  comparatively  trifling  moment 
when  subjects  of  so  very  grave  a  nature 
presented  themselves  to  his  view.  He 
(Mr,  Wason)  was  therefore  fully  warranted 
in  saying  that  nothing  more  remained  to 
be  tried.  After  what  occurred,  and  was 
said  in  the  Great  Yarmouth  case,  as  well 
as  in  other  accounts,  the  Members  who  sat 
at  the  same  side  on  which  ha  did,  were 
hound  scrupulously  to  examine  any  peti- 
tion relating  to  the  purity  and  freedom  of 
election  which  might  come  supported  by 
the  advocacy  of  hon.  Members  on  the 
opposite  benches,  and  if  any  reason  could 
be  added,  to  those  which  already  existed, 
for  instituting  such  examination,  it  might 
he  founded  on  the  fact,  that  the  present 
•  was  the  only  petition  which  had  come  to 
the  House  so  supported  ;  at  the  same  time 
he  could  not  help  expressing  a  strong  con- 
viction that  there  was  no  Parliamentary 
ground  for  the  proposed  inquiry.  He 
maintained  it  to  be  indisputable,  Ibat  iC 
R2 


English  borou";hmoRferfl  in  the  detail,  to  I 
suffer — what  the  hon.  Member  for  Stafford 
had  Tery  properly  called  —  a  wholesale 
dealer  for  seals  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  fVaion  was  compelled  to  complain 
that  the  hon.  end  learned  Member  for 
Bradford  haH  disclosed  what  had  passed 
in  private  conversation.  He  had  certainly 
told  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  that  he 
had  some  idea  of  proposing  a  resolution  of 
instructions  to  be  given  to  the  Committee, 
and  wrote  it  down  before  his  face.  The 
resolution  was  to  the  effect,  that  there  be 
laid  before  the  House,  an  account  of  the 
CKpenses  of  all  elections  since  and  during 
the  last  general  election  ;  that  an  inquiry 
be  made  into  all  the  preliminary  arrange- 
ments of  the  said  election ;  that  the  whip- 
pers  in  on  both  sides  of  the  House  be 
examined ;  and  that  certain  parties  con- 
nected with  the  Carlton  Club,  who  had 
been  publicly  accused  of  receiving  and 
using  money  at  those  elections,  be  ex- 
amined. Whatever  might  be  the  charae* 
ter  of  the  present  motion,  one  thing  at 
least  wat  clear — that  no  Committee  could 
be  appointed,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, which  would  inspire  confidence. 
Whatever  mighthe  thought  of  the  charac- 
ter of  such  B  Committee  within  the  walls 
of  that  House,  the  public  out  of  doors 
would  regard  it  with  anything  but  respect. 
As  a  proof  that  this  observation  was  well 
founded,  he  would  beg  to  call  the  alten- 
tion  of  the  House  to  a  paragraph  which 
appeared  in  one  of  the  newspaper! 
yesterday  evening,  the  Standard.  It 
as  follows: — "We  must  again  warn 
public  to  look  steadily  to  tlie  Committee 
to  be  appointed  in  Mr.  O'Connell's 
to-morrow  night.  Nothing  but  the  artful 
packing  of  the  tribunal  of  first  instance 
can,  we  are  persuaded,  save  Mr.O'Connell 
from  the  consequences  of  a  full  exposure 
of  conduct,  the  lightest  penalty  of  which, 
if  the  primS  facie  evidence  is  to  be  trusted 
must  be  his  and  his  son  John's  expulsion 
from  the  House  of  Commons,"  This,  ho 
requested  the  House  to  observe,  came  from 
one  of  the  most  respectable  organs  out  of 
doors  of  the  party  opposed  to  those  politi- 
cal principles  to  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin  gave  his  support.  It 
must  be  obvious  from  that,  as  well  as  from 
various  considerations  to  which  lie  need 
not  then  more  particularly  advert,  that  the 
public  never  could  be  satisfied  by  the  de- 
cision or  report  of  any  Committee;  he  wag 
therefore  of  opiniOD,  that  the  safe,  proper. 
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there  had  been  any  political  corruption, 
that  ir  to-morrow  the  Committee  nere  to 

iironounce  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
or  Dublin  guilty  of  a  violation  of  ilie 
statute,  the  very  next  day  informationB 
would  be  filed  against  him  for  recovery  of 
the  penalties  attaching  to  such  an  offence; 
but  a  decision  of  that  nature,  coming 
from  nny  fairly-appointed  Committee, 
could  alone  produce  such  an  effect,  could 
alone  give  rise  to  the  hope  of  success  in 
proceeding  witli  such  informations,  for  at 
the  present  moment  the  fact  that  no  such 
informations  had  been  filed  was  proof 
positive  that  no  living  man  believed  such 
a  prosecution  would  be  attended  with 
success.  Let  any  lawyer  in  that  House 
state  it  as  his  professional  opinion — let 
any  man  as  a  lawyer  or  statesman  delibe- 
rately declare  it  as  his  opinion  that  such  a 
prosecution  could  be  successful,  and  he 
would  acknowledge  himself  egregiously  in 
error.  He  had  never  once  heard  any 
lawyer  venture  to  say  that  in  letter  or  iu 
spirit  the  statute  had  been  violated,  and 
here  was  the  anomaly  into  which  they  had 
been  led — that  of  going  into  a  Committee 
without  one  tittle  of  evidence  to  support 
a  criminal  charge  against  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin.  They  were 
going  into  a  Committee  to  hear  testimony 
as  lo  whether  ihe  allegations 
the  petition  of  Mr.  Vigors  wei 
well  founded. 

Mr.  Warburfon  wished  to  move  a  few 
words  by  way  of  amendment.  He  did  not 
consider  that  the  resolution  went  by 
means  far  enough.  It  did  not  allow  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  fur  Dubli 
opportunity  of  giving  that  complete 
tation  to  the  charges  there  preferred 
against  him  which  he  (Mr.  Warburton) 
entertained  no  doubt  he  was  in  a  condi 
to  offer.  The  reiolution  was  too  narrow 
in  its  scope  to  allow  the  introduction  of 
evidence  to  show  the  manner  in  which  thi 
money  had  been  expended.  He  should 
therefore  move  the  addition  of  the  foll< 
ing  words  to  the  resolution  as  it  aire 
stood — "  and  Iheapplicaiion  of  the  money 
said  10  have  been  received,  together  with 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
received  and  enpended." 

Mr.  Hardy  wanted  nothing  but  a  full, 
fair,  and  impartial  inquiry:  but  he  con- 
fessed it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  the 
amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Brid- 
port  "was  in  the  least  degree  necessary  ; 
not  that  he  had  any  objection  to  the  in- 


troduction of  those  topics  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bridport  professed  himself 
tinxJous  to  bring  under  the  examination  of 
the  Committee,  but  because  he  considered 
his  own  resolution,  as  it  stood,  amply 
suBicient  for  such  purpose.  He  considered 
it  quite  a  matter  of  course  that  those  sub- 
jects would  be  included  within  the  inquiries 
f  the  Committee.  If,  however,  the 
louse  were  of  opinion  that  an  express 
declaration  was  necessary  for  the  purpose, 
ready  to  submit. 

Hume  said.  Chat  nothing  could  be 
fairer  than  the  conduct  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  opposite.  It  was, 
however,  most  material  that  the  express 
declaration  of  (he  extent  of  the  inquiry 
now  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bridport  should  be  adopted  by  the  House. 
It  was  essential  to  the  purposes  of  justice 
that  an  opportunity  should  be  given  of 
showing  that  the  bargain  was  not  betwecrt 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin 
and  Mr.  Raphael.  Yes,  he  would  repeat 
his  assertion — t'le  bargain  was  not  between 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin 
and  Mr.  Raphael,  but  between  Vigors  and 
Raphael. 

Mr.  Williama  Wynn  observed,  that 
the  resolution  alleged  that  there  had  been 
a  negotiation  for  an  agreement  between  the 
hon,  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin  and 
Mr.  Raphael;  that  allegation  might,  no 
doubt,  be  met  by  evidence  for  the  pur- 
po.'ie  of  rebutting  it,  and  then  doubtless  a 
different  question  would  arise;  still  that 
other  question  lay  within  the  scope  of  the 
inquiry,  even  though  the  amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bridport  had  never 
been  moved.  The  main  question  was, 
had  there  or  had  there  not  been  a  nego- 
tiation of  the  nature  stated?  And  ha 
repeated,  that  in  order  to  the  investigation 
of  that  question,  no  addition  to  the 
resolution  was  necessary,  at  the  same 
lime  that  he  did  not  feel  any  objection  to 
the  words  proposed  to  be  added.  As  he 
before  said,  he  thought  them  unnecesiary, 
for  it  was  clear  tlie  application  of  the 
money  was  part  of  the  res  geita.  It  was 
obvious  that,  after  the  agreement  made 
the  money  might  have  been  applied  to  the 
purposes  contracted  for,  or  might  have 
been  diverted  from  that  to  other  purposes, 
legal  or  illegal,  as  the  case  might  be. 
All  these  were  then  fit  subjects  for  inquiry 
and  he  therefore  entertained  no  objection 
to  that  part  of  the  proposed  inqiiiry  ;  bat 
he  entertained  an  insuperable  objection  to 
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investing  &  Commiltee  with  power  to  go 
into  the  general  political  state  of  tiie 
county  of  Carlow.  He  objected  to  the 
Committee  beiog  engaged  with  inquiries 
M  to  tlie  number  of  widows  or  the  desti- 
tution of  the  orphans  who  might  belong  to 
that  county.  That  was  perfectly  distinct 
from  the  objects  of  the  Comniittee,  which, 
in  his  opinion,  should  embrace  all  the 
circumstances  affecting  the  negotiation 
and  bargain,  but  should  be  strictly  limited 
to  those  circumslances. 

Mr,  Scartell  observed,  it  had  been 
fully  admitted  that  a  sum  of  2,0001.  was 
to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin,  to  whatever 

furpose  it  might  afterwards  be  applied. 
t  might  or  it  might  not  be  applied  to  the 
furtheranceof  the  power  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  but  if  it  were  so 
applied,  all  men  must  clearly  be  of  opinion 
that  such  an  application  of  it  would  be 
against  the  principle  of  that  great  mea- 
sure, the  Reform  Act,  which  the  hon,  and 
learned  Gentleman  himselfhad  been  so  ac- 
tive in  promoting.  The  Reform  Bill  was 
passed  for  the  express  purpose  of  putting 
an  end  lo  that  speciet  of  public  scandal, 
and  DOW  the  Bt  subject  for  the  Committee 
to  inquire  into  would  be,  whether  or  not 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  been 
guilty  of  any  offence  against  that  or  any 
•talute  designed  for  the  better  carrying 
out  its  principle,  or  in  any  way  having  a 
tendency  thereto.  He  was  one  of  those 
who  thought. that  some  years  ago  there 
was  a  great  necessity  for  a  little  reform. 
Asniall  reform,  however,  was  not  adopted, 
and  the  ancient  patrons  of  seats  in  that 
House,  who  brought  Into  it  so  many  men 
of  distinguished  patriotism  and  talents, 
had  lost  their  influence  ;  but  let  them 
beware  lest,  in  transferring  power  from 
those  ancient  patrons,  they  had  not  placed 
that  power  in  hands  infinitely  more  dan- 
gerous; likewise  let  them  remember  the 
old  political  maxim,  that  "  whomsoever 
you  give  political  power,  to  that  quarter 
will  property  flow,"  and  they  had  now 
before  them  a  remarkable  exemplification, 
.showing  how  true  that  maxim  was.  For- 
.merly  there  existed  nomination  boroughs, 
now  there  was  a  purchase  and  sale  of  the 
representation  ofcounties.  Whenhehad 
before  intended  to  rise  to  order,  his  object 
was  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  obligation  which  lay  on  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin,  in  using  the 
ii)duIg;«Dce  wliich  the  House  conceded  to 


him,  not  to  cast  imputations  on  Gentlemen 
who  had  no  connexion  with  the  matter  in 
which  he  was  engaged,  and  not  to  miK 
them  up  with  his  own  defence.  As  to  the 
Amendment  which  had  been  proposed  by 
the  hoti.  Member  for  Bridport,  he  did  see 
words  in  it  which,  as  he  thought,  would 
let  in  the  investigation  of  many  other  mat- 
ters of  a  like  nature,  and  many  even  of 
those  suggested  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin  in  a  speech  which  th« 
House  had  junt  heard.  In  his  judgment, 
if  such  inquiries  were  at  all  admitted,  ihey 
ought  lo  be  instituted  before  a  distinct 
Committee  and  upon  a  distinct  Motion. 
For  these  reasons  he  felt  anxious  that  the 
House  should  adopt  the  original  Motion 
without  the  Amendment,  proposed  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bridport, 

Lord  Sandon  wished  lo  know  if  the 
proposed  inquiry  was  intended  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bridport  to  embrace  all  the 
circumstances  connected  with  the  late  Car- 
low  election,  because,  if  it  was  proposed  to 
drag  before  the  Committee  the  whole 
history  of  those  transactions,  that  object 
would  be  much  better  effected  by  acting 
on  the  notice  already  given  respecting 
those  matters  than  by  adopting  the 
Amendment  then  before  the  House, 
Nevertheless,  he  should  not  so  much 
object  to  the  Amendment,  if  there  were  a 
distinct  understanding  that  it  was  not  to 
be  made  a  cloak  to  shelter  or  conceal  the 
main  objeci  of  inquiry,  from  which  ha 
contended  all  attention  would  be  driven  if 
some  definite  limit  were  not  placed  to 
the  inquiry.  Looking  at  the  notice  which 
had  been  given  and  withdrawn,  and 
looking,  too,  at  the  defence  which  had 
been  made  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Dublin,  he  saw  every  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  more  extensive  inquiry, 
which  be  feared,  was  actually  intended 
by  the  mover  and  the  snppoiiers  of  the 
Amendment.  It  was,  therefore,  most 
material  that  there  should  be  an  explicit 
understanding  on  the  subject.  If  it  was 
fitting  that  the  several  cases  of  tlie  widows 
and  the  orphans  should  be  gone  into  by 
another  Committee,  and  on  a  dilFerent 
Motion,  it  would  of  course  be  tlieplea^ure 
and  the  duty  of  the  House  to  engage  in 
such  an  inquiry  ;  but,  most  assuredly,  not 
at  a  time  when  it  was  occupied  with  a 
transaction  such  as  had  then  been  brought 
under  thtir  consideration.  Once  more, 
then,  he  begged  to  inquire  what  was  the 
interpretation  which  the  mover  of    the 
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Amendment  himielf  put  oa  hii  own  pro- 
posit  ion  ? 

Mr.  Warburton  said,  he  meant  by  his 
amendment  that  the  Committee  should 
extend  their  inquiry  to  the  actual  appli- 
cation of  the  sum  in  question.  If,  for 
example,  it  appeared  that  it  was  given  to 
such  or  such  a  fumily  for  such  a  purpose, 
then,  without  going  into  the  whole  state 
of  the  county  of  Cai'Iow  at  or  before  the 
election,  a.  few  questions  more  would  show 
whether  or  not  the  money  had  been  faiily 
applied. 

Lord  Sandon  was  satisfied  with  the  ap- 
plication which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bridport  gave  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, and  the  limits  now  being  distinctly 
ascertained,  he  should  abstain  from  offer- 
ing any  opposition  to  the  amendment. 

Motion  amended,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hardy  rose  to  nominate  the  Com- 
mittce.  An  arrangement  had  been  come 
to  between  him  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member,  through  the  intervention  of  mutual 
friends.forihepurposeoragredng upon  the 
names  of  the  number  requisite  lor  forming 
a  Committee,  aud  he  regretted  that,  both 
in  that  and  in  other  respects,  it  had  been 
made  too  much  of  a  party  question. 
[Tremendous  cheering  from  the  Minis- 
terial side  of  the  House.]  He  begged 
hon.  Members  to  recollect  which  side  of 
the  House  had  made  it  a  party  ques- 
tion, before  they  indulged  in  such  trium- 
phant cheers.  As  to  the  formation  of  thi 
Committee,  he  begged  to  add,  that  m 
name  bad  been  suggested  by  him,  ani 
that  it  was  a  Committee  upon  which  he 
could  not  think  of  serving.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  moved  that  the  folloi 
Members  farm  the  Committee  : 

Mr.  Ridley  Colborne,  Lord  Francis 
Egerton,  Mr.  Bannermao,  Mr,  Barneby, 
Sir  Ronald  Ferguson,  Sir  John  Yarde 
Buller,  Mr.  William  Orde,  Sir  Charles 
Broke  Vere,  Mr.  Warburton,  Sir  Eardlej 
Wilmot.  and  Mr.  H.  G'.  Ward. 

Mr.  Warburton  wished  to  state  some  ol 
the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
selection  nf  names  which  had  now  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
It  was  perfectly  true  that  arrangements 
made  out  of  the  House  were  not  always 
binding  within  doors,  but  he  thought  the 
present  was  ali  occasion  in  which  every 
honourable  man  would  feel  himself  bound 
bywhat  had  oceurred  out  of  doors.  Himself, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cheshire,  the  hon. 
HembeT  for  Moomouthihlre,  and  tho  bon. 


Member  forEdinbu  rghshi  re.metforthepnr- 
pose  of  choosing  the  requisite  number  to 
form  the  Committee.  Having  met,  as  he 
stated,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  who 
were  the  most  fit  to  compose  such  a  Com- 
mittee, he  confessed  he  was  most  anxious 
that  a  person  of  such  transceodent  talents 
at  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman — that 
a  man  filling  so  large  a  space  in  the  eyes 
of  his  own  countrymen,  and  occupying  do 
small  degree  of  attention  in  this  country 
— he  was,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  acknow- 
ledge, most  anxious  that  a  person  of  that 
distinction  should  be  tried  by  his  Peers; 
it  was,  besides,  the  express  reijuest  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  himself.  He, 
therefore,  naturally  wished  to  nominate  as 
a  member  of  that  Committee  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  opposite,  the  Member  for  Tarn- 
worth,  lookiug  upon  him  as  the  representa- 
tive of  a  large  party  in  that  House.  If  that 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  agreed  to  serve  on 
the  Committee,  it  would,  of  course,  have 
been  necessary,  or  at  least  fitting,  that 
some  Cabinet  Minister  should  also  be 
nominated,  and  he  suggested  the  name  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  numbtr 
agreed  on  was  eleven,  including  the  Chair- 
man. The  objection  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  proceeded  from  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  himself;  accordingly,  neither  he 
nor  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
was  named  in  the  list  of  the  Committee  ; 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cheshire  brought 
him  the  list,  as  having  been  approved  on 
the  other  side,  and  he  considered  the 
arrangement  tinal,  supposing  the  Member 
for  Tamworth,  aud  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  have  respectively 
retired,  and  he  certainly  considered  the 
list  perfectly  fair.  He  saw  the  Member 
for  Dublin  on  the  subject,  and  obtained 
his  consent ;  it  was  therefore  impossible 
that  any  change  could  be  adopted,  and 
that  was  the  reply  he  made  when  applied 
to  on  the  subject  while  going  out  to  divide 
on  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member  fbr 
Bath.  The  other  list  prepared  on  the 
occasion  was  as  follows  : — 

Mr.  Ridley  Colburne,  Mr.  Bannertnan, 
Sir  R.  Ferguson,  Mr.  W.  Orde,  Mr.  R. 
Ciive,  Lord  Francis  Egerton,  Lord  Eatt- 
nor.  Mr.  H.  G.Ward,  Sir  C.  Broke  Vere, 
Mr.  B.  Hall,  and  Mr.  Wilson  Pitteti. 

Sir  Oeorge  Clerk  said,  that  in  b  case  of 
that  kind  he  naturally  desired,  as  any  one 
soconnectedwithitmust,  tomaketheaeleo- 
tion  of  penoni  is  imptTtiftl  »i  pouiUai 
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HariotmettheboD.  MembenatreadymeD- 
lioned,  they  agreed  upon  the  general  prin- 
ciples whichought  to  guide  them  ia  making 
the  lelectioD.  In  thefirst  place,  they  desired 
to  put  on  it  men  holding  high  official 
■ituationi  at  present.  On  theother  hand, 
they  wiibed  to  noininate  BOme  who  had 
recently  filled  aituationB  of  importance 
under  the  Government  of  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Tamwacth  ;  it  was 
also  thought  expedient  that  there  should 
be  no  Members  for  Ireland  on  the  Com- 
mittee; then,  likewise,  it  was  considered 
that  five  should  be  selected  from  each  side 
of  the  House,  and  that  the  elerenth  should 
be  cbosea,  not,  as  was  usual  in  the  case  of 
Other  Select  Committees,  fiom  the  same 
Bide  of  the  House  with  the.  mover,  but 
from  amongst  those  of  the  same  side  of 
the  House  with  the  individual  whose  cha- 
raclei  might  be  atTi^led  by  the  inquiry. 
It  was,  indeed,  at  Grst  arranged  that  five 
•hould  be  selected  from  one  side  of  the 
House,  and  fire  from  the  other,  and  one 
neutral,  and  it  was  suggested  that  a  person 
of  tills  description  was  more  easy  to  be 
found  on  that  side  of  the  House  on  this 
question.  Afterwards  a  new  arrangement 
was  proposed,  in  consequence  of  a  sugges- 
tion that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  TamworLh,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  should  also  be  members  of  (he 
Committee.  It,  however,  appeared  to 
him  that  there  were  circumstances  which 

frecluded  the  possibility  of  his  right  hon. 
rieud's  acceptance  of  that  office,  and 
therefore  that  suggestion  was  not  acceded 
to  OB  bis  part,  coufidering,  as  he  did,  that 
the  Committee  being  of  a  judicial  nature, 
it  was  important  not  to  name  those  who 
would  not  attend.  Thus  they  broke  off 
the  negotialion  before  the  names  of  many 
Mambert  were  put  down ;  but,  as  his  right 
boa.  Friend  was  not  named  on  the  Com- 
mittee, he  contended  that  the  name  of  ihe 
right  hon.  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
should  not  be  put  down.  He  considered, 
then,  that  be  was  perfectly  at  liberty  to 
choose  fire  names  from  that  (the  Oppo- 
sition) side  of  the  House,  selecting  persons 
who  wera  free  from  all  suspicion  of  per- 
sonal boslrlity  to  Mr.  O'Connelt,  while  he 
on  his  side  would  not  object  to  any  fire 
names  im>posed  on  the  other  side,  how- 
ever warmly  they  were  in  the  habit  of  ex- 
erting themselves  in  favour  of  the  cause 
they  en)oased.  He  thought  it  better  that 
tbeift  would  be  itD  prafesugtitl  wea  on  the 


Committee, and  he  had  selected  Gts  it  \mef, 
ng  first  ascerlained  that  the  Uenite- 
men  nominated  were  willing  and  able  to 
ittend.  These  names  were  before  the 
House,  and  it  was  for  the  House  lo  form 
their  judgment  upon  them.  On  his  part, 
he  took  no  exception  to  those  named  on 
the  opposite  side — neither  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Aberdeen,  the  Member  for 
castle,  the  gallant  General  who  was 
the  Member  for  Nottingham,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bridport,  nor  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  St.  Aiban's,  all  of  whom  were 
remarkable  for  the  political  warmth  they 
exhibited  on  all  occasions. 

Mr.  Joka  Stanley  observed,  that  wheo 
it  was  found  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  fur  Tamwoith  could  not  serve 
on  the  Committee,  it  was  arranged  thai  no 
Member  of  a  corresponding  station  on  the 
Ministerial  side  of  the  House  should  be 
one  of  its  Members.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  the  Tower  Hamlets  was  then 
proposed,  but  he  was  objected  to  on  the 
ground  of  his  being  a  judicial  person,  and 
name  was  therefore  struck  out,  and 
ither  Gentleman  on  the  other  side  was 
also  struck  out  for  the  same  reuson.  He 
id  himself  no  objection  lo  the  list  as  sub- 
mitted to  the  House.  The  only  question 
was,  whether  there  were  to  be  nominees? 
The  Committee  itself  was  to  be  constituted 
with  these  provisions,  that  the  Members 
should  be  taken  from  both  sides  of  the 
House,  that  no  Member  for  Ireland  should 
sit  upon  it,  and  that  it  should  not  contain 
any  Member  of  the  present  or  the  late 
Administration. 

The  list  of  ibe  proposed  Committee  was 
again  read  over. 

Mr.  ITtiriurfoM  objected  to  the  name  of 
Mr.  Barneby  being  outhe  list.  He  en- 
tertained no  personal  objection  to  that 
hon.  Geotleman,  but  be  did  not  think 
that  he  had  sufficient  standing  in  the 
House  to  carry  a  proper  degree  of  weight. 
There  had  been  a  departure  from  the  ori- 
ginal agreement,  according  to  which  the 
name  of  Dr.  Lughington  was  on  the  list ; 
but  that  had  since  been  removed,  as  well 
as  that  of  Mr.  Wilson  Patten.  He  (Mr. 
Warburton)  should  propose  that  either 
Lord  Clive  or  Mr.  Wilson  Patten  be 
placed  on  the  Committee,  instead  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Droitwich  (Mr.  Bar- 

Lord  Joi^is  RatteU  was  extremely 
anxious  that  some  arrangement  should 
take  place,  or  ibM  the  Conunittse  could  be 
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earned  vithout  giviog  rise  to  an;  serious 
difference  of  opinion.  Althoagh  (here  had 
been  some  niiBunderstanding  respecting 
the  namei,  yet  lie  had  thought  that  I  ' 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  Tor  Bridpoit,  a 
the  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  Tor  Edi 
bni^hthire,  had  come  to  an  arrangement 
on  the  subject.  He  admitted  tht 
Committee,  as  originally  agreed 
contained  the  names  of  hon.  Members 
having  more  experience  in  the  House  1 
the  hon.  Member  for  Droitnich,  who 
now  proposed':  but  when  he  considered 
that  the  discussion  had  proceeded  withou 
that  excitement  on  either  side  of  thi 
House  whicb  might  have  been  expected 
from  the  nature  of  the  question,  and  as 
every  one  was  aware  how  desirable  it  was 
thai  the  Committee  should  be  appointed 
without  a  division,  so  that  they  might  at 
once  proceed  calmly,  and  without  ap- 
parently different  views,  lo  the  considera- 
tion of  the  subject,  be  thought  that  il 
would  be  much  more  advantageoaa  if  his 
hon.  Friend  did  not  press  the  question  to 
a  vote.  He  would  only  add,  thataithaugh 
the  list  of  the  Committee  now  proposed 
was  not  exactly  the  same  as  that  previously 
agreed  upon,  still,  as  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, he  did  not  think  that  the  fairness 
of  the  names  could  be  questioned. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Barneby  was  placed 
on  the  list,  and  the  other  names  were 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Warburloa  proposed  that  a  nomi- 
nee should  be  appointed  on  each  side. 
He  might  be  necessary  in  the  crosi- 
esaminations  of  witnesses  to  press  ques- 
tions with  great  severity,  and  that  could  be 
much  better  done  by  nominees  than  by 
members  of  this  Committee.  If  this  were 
not  done,  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee  might  be  heated  by  the  nature 
of  the  cross-examioations  that  might  be 
pursued  by  other  members.  If  the  hon. 
Member  or  the  hon.  Baronet  was  prepared 
to  name  a  Oentleman  as  a  nominee,  he 
(Ml.  Warbunon)  would  also  do  so  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  O'Connell. 

Mr.  Robinton  objected  lo  the  appoint- 
ment of  nominees.  He  did  not  see  on 
vhat  principle  the  House  could  consent  to 
such  a  proposition.  When  a  fnir  Com- 
miltee  was  appoiniedi  and  the  requisite 
information  was  furnished  lo  enable  them 
to  form  a  correct  judgment,  he  did  not 
see  the  necessity  for  nominees.  He  ob- 
jected to  it  also  as  it  was  ■  departure  from 
tbs  coune  punaed  in  limilar  cater. 


Mr.  JohnStanley  observed  that  the  hon. 
Member  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  it 
was  a  depaiture  from  the  usual  course  to 
appoint  nominees  in  such  a  case  as  the 
present.  In  this  case  it  was  clearly  un- 
derstood between  the  parties  when  the  list 
of  the  Committee  was  agreed  to,  that  a 
nominee  should  be  appointed  on  each  side, 
and  this  was  considered  a  material  point. 
It  was  desirable  to  keep  the  members  of 
the  Committee  as  much  as  possible  from 
any  thing  like  violent  heats,  or  to  excits 
any  feelings  calculated  to  prevent  them 
forming  a  cool  judgment,  and  certainly 
this  was  not  likely  to  be  the  case  if  tlw 
Members  had  to  cross-examine  the  wit- 
nesses at  great  length. 

The  Speaker  then  read  the  names  of 
Sir  Frederick  Pollock  and  Mr.  Sergeant 
Wilde,  who  were  appointed  nominees. 

CoRPOKATioN  Reform  (Ireland.)] 
Mr.  Sergeant  O'Loghlen  then  rose  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  the  Bill  for  reforming 
the  Municipal  Corporatioos  of  Ireland. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  ioterrnpted  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  and  suggested 
that  as  it  was  impossible,  after  a  discusaioa 
of  the  exciting  nature  of  that  which  tiie 
House  had  just  listened  to,  to  induce  hon. 
Members  to  attend  calmly  to  a  new  sub- 
ject, he  would  recommend  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  to  introduce  bis  Bill 
at  once,  and  to  enter  upon  an  explanation 
of  its  details  in  proposing  the  second 
reading  of  il. 

Mr.  Sergeant  O'Loghlen  would  gladly 
avail  himself  of  the  suggestion  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  He  then  moved  that 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the 
regulation  of  Municipal  Corporations  in 
Ireland. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  brought  in,  and  read  a  Brst  time. 

nous  e~of"com  m  o  n  s, 

Wtdnetday,  February  17,  1836. 

Miitiml  BIDb  R 
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■  or  iha  remembeied  a  case  Of  three  brothen  who 
— -  "™Si^!lTSl2i'S?%^SS^?o'*S  l""*!  •»"'  «»nvicted,  when  he  wu  salUfied 
-      -  ""  -  '"—        ibatif  he  had  been  allowed  to  ipeak  for 

only  five  minutes  he  could  have  proved 
their  innocence.  He  must  complain  of 
the  conduct  of  some  of  the  Judges  in  Ire- 
land, as  well  as  of  the  motives  of  certain 
barristers  vho  had  given  evidence  on  the 
subject  before  a  Committee  of  the  House 
of  LoTds.  He  thought  the  hon.  Baronet 
ought  to  allow  the  Bill,  at  alt  events,  to 
pass  a  second  reading,  aod  then  in 
Committee  seek  to  mould  its  details  into 
the  form  be  thought  most  adviiable. 

Sir  Frederick  Pollock  entirely  agreed 
in  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin  on  thissubject. 
The  present  state  of  the  taw  was  not  only 
di^Bceful  to  the  Legislature,  bnt  most 
dangerous  to  the  community  at  large — 
It  was  also  fraught  with  anomalies.  If  a 
man  were  under  a  criminal  charge,  would 
he  not  be  desirous  to  have  counsel  ?  And 
if  capable  of  addressing  the  Court  himself, 
might  be  not  be  his  own  counsel  ?  The 
principle  was  etricily  observed  in  civil 
cases,  and  be  did  not  see  why  it  should 
not  apply  with  inSnitely  greater  force  in 
those  which  were  of  a  criminal  nature.  It 
was  quite  impossible  that  the  Judge  could 
act  as  counsel  for  the  prisoner,  ail  he 
could  do  was  to  ascertain  the  particulars 
of  the  charge  brought  against  him.  He 
(Sir  r.  Pollock)  held  it  to  be  essential 
that  the  prisoner's  counsel  should  have 
the  last  word.  He  had  frequently  known 
a  good  defence  to  be  kept  back  through 
the  fear  of  the  reply  on  the  part  of  the 
counsel  for  the  proteculioa.  He  entirely 
concurred  in  the  principle  and  objects  of 
this  Bill. 

Mr.  Pouller  would  never  consent  that 
every  case  of  felony  should  be  accompanied 
with  a  speech  from  the  counsel  for  the 
prisoner.  Were  such  a  practice  to  be 
adopted  it  would  have  the  effect  of  de- 
stroying that  pure  administration  of  justice 
which  had  hitherto  been  attended  with 
such  beneficial  effects,  and  he  believed, 
likewise,  that  it  would  prove  highly  in- 
jurious to  the  prisoner's  case. 

Mr.  Lynch  supported  the  Bill.  In  every 
country  of  Europe  the  privilege  of  being 
heard  by  counsel  was  allowed  the  pri- 
soner; and  even  in  this  country  it  was  not 
prevented  by  statute,  but  only  by  usage. 

Mr.  Sergeant  QottlbHm  was  convinced 
that  the  Bill  would  fail  in  assisting  tbo 
ends  of  justice.     He  thought  it  adrisaUe, 


•  RWdMks  at  S«Mn  Nx^Mkn  DB  Itw 
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CouiTSEi,  POR  PaisonEKs.]  Mr. 
Ewart  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Prisoners'  Defence  by  Counsel  Bill.  In 
doing  so,  he  said,  that  he  had  brought 
forward  the  Bill  on  the  same  grounds 
urged  by  him  last  Session.  That  being 
the  fact,  he  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
go  into  any  very  lengthened  details  on 
the  present  occasion.  His  great  object 
then,  as  now,  was,  to  secure  the  means  of 
eliciting  truth  and  promoting  justice.  He 
felt  strengthened  in  his  course  of  proceed- 
ing fay  the  example  of  other  countries  on 
this  very  question  ;  and  by  the  fact  that  his 
Bill  bad  received  the  sanction  and  support 
of  gentlemen  of  the  bar  of  Scotland. 

Sir  Eardley  Wilmot  said,  that  the 
opinions  he  entertained  last  Session  in 
regard  to  this  measure  had  been  fully 
confirmed  by  the  inquiries  he  had  since 
made,  and  he  therefore  felt  called  upon 
to  move,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  that  day  six  months.  Nine-tenths 
of  the  profession  and  the  Judges  were 
decidedly  hostile  to  the  alteration  it  pro- 
posed. If  any  practical  measure — a  mea- 
snre,  for  instance,  doing  away  with  all 
speeches  upon  a  criminal  prosecution,  or 
for  allowiog  a  speech  for  the  prisoner  when 
there  was  a  speech  for  a  prosecution  — 
were  introduced,  be  would  give  it  his  sup- 
port ;  but  he  could  not  consent  to  a  Bill, 
which,  like  the  present,  opened  the  door 
to  the  greatest  possible  confusion  and  in- 
convenience, without  being  calculated  in 
the  smallest  degree  to  assist  those  for 
whose  benefit  it  professed  to  be  introduced. 
He  moved  as  an  Amendment,  "  That  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six 
months." 

Mr.  O'ConnellMJd,  that  the  law,  as  it  at 
present  stood,  was  abominable.  Nothing 
could  be  more  frightfully  unjust.  In  a 
criminal  prosecution  the  prosecutor's  coun- 
sel might  make  two  speeches,  while  the 
prisoner's  counsel  was  not  allowed  to  say 
one  word.  There  were  cases  of  circum- 
stantial evidence  in  which,  unless  counsel 
were  allowed  lo  interfere,  the  facts  must 
remain  unexplained.  He  had  known  in- 
stances in  which  prisoners  could  not  possi- 
•ibly  have  been  convicted  had  counsel 
been  allowed  to  plead  to  Uieir  favoor.  He 
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it  ID  happened,  that  OMily  lb«  whole  o 
the  ftrat  part  of  hii  profeiiionBl  life  had 
been   passed  in  the  Crown   Courts,  and 


MM  it  wai  in  aceoTilance  to  all  prececteDt, 
that  none  in  a  Crono  Court  should  be 
permitted  to  ipeak  but  the  Judge.  He 
would  Dot  deny  that  in  other  coantiies 
where  there  was  more  excitement,  be  was 
happy  to  say,  then  in  ours,  a  lyatein 
•imilar  to  the  one  picposed  might  be  of 
Nrvice.  The  measure  was  oppoied  by 
the  Judges,  who  thought  it  unfair  to  the 
prison  era. 

Dr.  LushiMglon  was  decidedly  in  favonr 
of  the  Bill ;  and  when  it  was  said  by 
those  who  opposed  it  that  the  whole  weight 
of  the  bar,  and  the  whole  authority  of  the 
bench  was  ranged  against  il,  be  would 
only  observe  that  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Kiug'a 
Bench,  whose  situaEion  at  Common  Ser- 
geant in  the  City  of  London,  bad  given 
him  great  experience  in  the  administration 
of  Criminal  law,  had  expressed  to  him  an 
anxious  wish  for  the  success  of  a  measure 
of  this  description.  He  agreed  with  the 
ban.  and  learned  Member  for  Huntingdon, 
(Sir  F.  Pollock),  that  the  law,  in  iu 
present  state,  was  a  disgrace  to  the 
country. 

Colonel  PirCBval  would  not  allow  the 
question  to  go  to  a  diviuon  without  throw- 
ing back  the  imputation  cast  upon  the 
learned  Judges  in  Ireland  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  IVlember  opposite  (Mr.  O'Connell). 
It  was  the  habit  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  ro  charge  those  learned  Func- 
tionaries with  partiality.  He  grounded  his 
chains  not  upon  faets,  hut  his  prejudioes. 
He  also  felt  it  his  duty  to  do  the  same 
irith  regardW-a  learned  Friend,  whom  be 
bad  also  the  hoaonr  to  call  a  countryman 
(Mr.  C.  Phillips).  Tba  bon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin  had  insinuated  that 
the  evidence  gii'en  before  tbe  House  of 
Lords  by  that  Oantteman  on  the  snbject 
of  having  counsel  for  prisoners,  was  in- 
iuenced  by  the  poor,  paltry,  and  pitiful 
eoDsideration  of  fees.  This  he  thought  a 
moel  anjuit  imputation,  in  conclusion, 
all  he  should  say  was,  that  he  thought  the 
pnaant  law  was  better  than  the  propoced 


TheAltomay-Oenaralhid  heard  nothing 
which  tended  in  the  slightest  degree  to 
alter  tbe  opinion  which  be  had  formed 
upon  this  subject  very  early  in  his  profea- 
•ional  career.  It  bad  boen  stated  by  thoae 
who  were  opposed  to  the  measure,  that  no 
members  of  Uia  legal  profession,  whn  had 
practised  mnch  in  the  Crown  Courts,  had 


from  the  experience  he  bad  thus  acquired 
of  the  administration  of  criminal  law,  he 
was  strongly  of  opinion  that  a  measare  of 
this  description  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  vindicate  the  law  of  England  from  ft 
deep  Bud  disgraceful  stain.  There  was  no 
reason  why  counsel  should  not  be  allowed 
to  speak  for  the  prisoner  in  cases  of  felony 
as  well  as  in  cases  of  misdemeanour.  Tha 
anomaly  which  the  law  as  it  now  stood 
presented  upon  that  point,  he  conceived 
to  be  a  scandal  lo  the  ad miuist ration  of 
justice  in  this  couutry.  That  some  incon- 
venience might  result  from  the  change 
was  no  reason  why  a  glaring  injustice 
should  he  allowed  to  remain.  It  was  high 
time  that  the  scandal  should  be  removedi 
Therefore,  although  he  thought  that  some 
of  the  details  might  require  alteration,  h« 
should  give  to  the  principle  of  tbe  present 
Bill  his  firm  and  cordial  support. 

Mr.  Cripps  thought,  that  if  the  Bill 
were  passed,  prisoners  would  not  be  so 
well  off  as  they  were  uuder  the  preseut 
system. 

Mr.  Plnrnpln  said,  that  the  queatioo 
was,  whether  the  practical  working  of 
such  a  Bill  would  be  beneficial  to  prison- 
ers.  If  he  could  persuade  himself  that  it 
would  be  really  advantageous  to  them,  he 
should  give  it  his  warmest  support.  But 
he  confessed  that,  as  at  present  informed, 
he  entertained  very  stroug  doubts  npos 
tbe  point. 

The  House  divided. 

On  the  Motion  for  the  second  reading, 
Ayes  179 ;  Noes  35— Majority  144. 

LUt  of  tka  NoM. 
Atchdall,  M.  Lefroy,  Sergeant 

Barueby,  J.  Lefror,  A- 

Blackstons,  Wra.  S.        Maclean,  D. 


•ifUMMd  fto  ofnnioB  io  it*  favour.    Now  a  leleet  Conmittee. 


Sir  J. 
Csrtwrighl,  W.  R. 
C  hand  OS,  Marquen 
Olive,  E.  B. 
Cripps,  J. 
Diveit,  B. 
Dundas,  G. 
Egerton,W.T. 
Fector,  J.  M. 
Goring,  H.  D. 
Goulburn,  Rt.  ITd.  H, 
Heron,  Sir  R. 

Hope,  H.  T.  Goulburn,  Sergeant 

Inglii,  Sir  Robert  Wilmol,  Sir  E. 

Lawson,  A. 

aecond  tim*^  and  lifemd  to 


Nicholl,Dr. 
Perceval,  Colonel 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
Ponlter,  J.  S. 
Price,  S.  G. 
Sibthorp,  Colonsl 
Somerset,  Lord  G. 
■  Trench,  Sir  F. 
Trevor,  Hon.  G.  R. 
Weyland,  R. 
Wrottesley,  Sir  J. 
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(^The  Lilt  of  the  Ayei  obtained  on  thU 
division  iTBi  BO  extremely  inHccurate,  being 
deficient  u  originally  published,  no  leu 
than  filYy-siit  names  that  it  would  only 
1  were  ne  to  iniert  it] 


Thb  Nrw  Hocbbs  op  Parhamemt.] 
Mr.  Hawei  moved  that  it  be  an  initruc- 
tJon  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
tnd  report  on  the  plans  for  the  two  Houses 
of  Pariiamant,  to  inspect  all  the  plans 
which  had  been  submitted  to  his  Majesty's 
Commissioners,  &c.,  and  to  receive  the 
estimates  of  the  said  plans  from  such  areh- 


cast  any  reflection,  directly  or  indirectly, 
on  the  commissioners  :  but  he  deemed  tiie 
inspection  of  all  the  plans  necessary,  in 
order  to  convince  the  public  that,  in  select- 
ing' a  plan  for  a  building  adequate  to  the 
purposes  of  the  Legislature,  the  decision 
come  to  was  right  and  proper.     It  would 

§ive  the  public  greater  confidence  in  that 
ecition.  The  course  he  was  anxious  to 
pursue  would  by  no  means  open  up  the 
t  whole  question  again,  which  be  particu- 
larly wished  to  avoid. 

ThtCkimcelloTofl  ha  Exchequer  opposed 
the  motion.  It  would  be  a  re-opening  of  the 
whole  case.  Certain  resolutions  were 
affiraied  by  the  whole  House,  which  went 
to  the  appomtment  of  a  Commission  for 
the  purpose  of  selecting  the  best  plans 
from  among  the  many  otFered  ;  and  the 
Select  Committee  of  the  last  Session  had 
been  revived  this  Session  to  choose  one 
from  the  number  thus  selected.  The  Com- 
missioners were  men  of  experience  and 
knowledge— and  they  were  perfectly  un- 
connect<^  with  the  candidates,  and  per- 
fectly unprejudiced.  They  had  given 
judgment  in  favourof  four  plans  out  of  ihe 
number  submitted  to  them;  and  those 
they  recommended  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Select  Committee  of  the  House.  The 
Other  plans  were  in  the  meanwhile  open  to 
public  inspection  and  general  canvass.  If 
the  Hottsa  were  now  to  tefer  the  whole 
ninety-four  plans  submitted  to  the  Com- 
nissionera  to  the  Committee,  the  greatest 
embarrassment  would  be  caused,  and  no 
good  would  result  from  it  He  thought  it 
inexpedient,  therefore,  to  adopt  the  motion 
of  his  hon.  Friend  the  member  for  Lam- 
beth 

Mr.  JepAtoii  said,  that  the  House  should 
hive  an  understanding  with  the  right  hon. 
CliBnetllot  of  the   Eioheqnw  beloM  it 
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proceeded  further,  that  no  estimate  sfaonld 
be  received,  and  no  definite  arrangemeat 
entered  into  by  the  Committee,  until  the 
public  had  had  an  opportunity  of  examin- 
ing not  only  the  auccessful  plans  but  tb« 
uatuccetsful  ones  also. 

Sir  St^tert  Petl  wished  to  aik  Uie  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  a  question. 
When  the  parties  were  invited  to  send  in 
their  plans  was  there  any  intimation  con- 
veyed to  them  as  to  the  limits  of  the  ex- 
pense which  would  probably  be  incurred 
by  the  nation  ?  For  instance,  were  they 
told  that  SOO.OOOi,  would  be  most  likely 
voted,  or  a  lesser  or  greater  sum  1  If  one 
party  assumed  that  a  million,  or  even  mil- 
lions, rfould  be  voted  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and 
another  assumed  a  smaller  sum,  he  should 
not  be  at  ail  surprised  to  find  that  the  plan 
founded  on  the  estimate  of  the  greater  was 
superior  to  that  founded  on  the  estimate 
of  the  letter.  The  srtist  who  assumed  the 
expenditure  of  a  million  would  have  an 
advantage  in  framing  his  plan  over  tba 
more  penurious  artist,  who  assumed  tba 
aipendilure  of  only  300,000/.  and  so  on, 
in  an  increasing  ratio.  Although  the 
Commissioners  might  have  given  the 
reward  voted  by  the  House  to  the  artist  of 
the  best  plan,  with  every  justice  and  rea- 
son, still  it  might  be  a  question  for  the 
House  to  consider  whether  the  artist  who 
had  combined  the  two  main  requisites— 
the  best  plan  with  the  most  economical 
estimate— should  not  be  entitled  to  the 
preference.  He  begged  an  answer  to  his 
question — whether  there  had  been  any  in- 
structions given  to  the  Committee  as  to  the 
limitation  of  the  expense  in  the  plans  for 
the  construction  of  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  niA 
that  the  whole  proceediog  respeciing  the 
new  Houses  of  Parliament  bad  been  the 
proceeding  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
that  the  course  adopted  by  the  Oovernmeot 
respecting  the  plans,  had  been  controlled 
bv  the  resolutions  of  a  Committee  up  ataira. 
No  limitation  whatsoever  with  respect  to 
expense  was  contained  in  those  resolutions; 
the  principal  object  was  to  get  the  beat 
plan  that  could  be  obtained  of  a  building 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  Le^slaturc, 
and  the  artists  were  left  entirely  free  as  to 
the  article  of  expense :  no  restriction  being 
imposed  on  them,  except  as  to  the  style  of 
building.  Aa  no  limitaUba  of  expense  was 
imposed,  of  eoana  all  the  architcou  wan 
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upon  equal  terms,  except  so  far  as  ODe 
architect  might  let  bis  imagiDation  lead 
him  very  wide  with  regard  to  expense  and 
decoratioD,  while  another  might  be  more 
moderate  in  hia  conceptions. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  aaid,  that  the  particu- 
lar and  practical  question  he  wished  to 
aslc  the  right hon.  Gentleman  was — When 
the  ComtniaaionerB  were  appointed  by  the 
Government  to  select  the  best  plans  and 
give  prizea  to  the  most  deserving  artists, 
were  the;  directed  to  decide  on  the  ab- 
Btract  questioD  of  whether  one  plan  was 
better  than  another,  or  were  their  instruc- 
tions to  combine  economy  with  beauty, 
and  take  into  consideration  the  expenses 
U  well  as  the  fitness  of  the  plans  they  se- 
lected? He  wished  to  know  whether  the 
artists  had  any  guide?  and  whether  one 
■aid—"  I'll  send  in  my  plan  without  con- 
sidering the  expense  of  it,"  while  another 
aaid—"  I'll  conaider  the  expense  as  well  as 
the  propriety  of  my  plan  for  the  purpose. 
If  no  limitation  bad  been  suggested  or 
understood  he  was  very  much  afraid  that 
the  Commissioners  had  aelected  the  four 
beat  plans  without  reference  to  the  ex- 
pense. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  ExcheqJteT  be- 
lieved that  the  Commiasioners  were  ein- 
Kwered  to  take  nothing  into  coniideration 
sides  the  beauty  and  convenieoce  of  the 
plans  laid  before  them  for  selection.  They 
could  not  take  cognizance  of  the  expense, 
OS  it  was  a  question  which  did  not  fall 
within  the  line  of  duty  marked  out  for 
them. 

Mr.  Hume  agreed  with  the  observations 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  The  House, 
in  his  opinion,  had  made  one  or  two  se- 
rious errors  in  their  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  first  was  permilting  the  Com- 
miaiionera  to  decide  on  the  best  plans. 
Some  of  these  plans,  if  he  waa  rightly 
informed,  were  exhibited  to  the  Comrais- 
iioners  tliemselves  and  to  the  public  by 
the  architects  long  before  the  decision  had 
been  come  to  respecting  them.  Besides, 
accustomed  as  the  Commissioners  were  to 
the  ityles  of  different  architects,  they 
could  easily  recognize  in  the  several  draw- 
ings the  hand  of  the  artist.  He  had  been 
informed  that  Mr.  Barry,  the  successful 
candidate,  had  exhibited  his  plan  publicly 
before  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners 
b  its  favour.  The  next  mistake  was  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  expenses.  It  was 
not  his  fault,  however,  as  he  had  aug- 
(eitvd  to  the  Comiaitt«e  that  the  expense* 


should  be  limited;  but  they  did  not  seem 
to  think  as  be  did  on  the  subject.  He 
fully  agreed  with  the  observations  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  that  a  plan  formed  on 
an  estimated  expenditure  of  two  millions 
would  be  likely  to  be  far  superior  to  one 
formed  on  an  estimate  of  a  quarter  the 
amount.  He  thought  the  whole  of  the 
plans  should  again  receive  inspection  and 
consideriition,  both  with  regard  to  the  ex- 
pense and  the  beauty,  and  that  the  whole 
House  should  decide  on  that  which  was 
best  in  all  respects.  He  thought  the 
course  suggested  by  the  hon.  .Member  for 
Lambeth  was  best  calculated  to  meet  the 
emergency  and  obtain  for  the  House  tbe 
information  which  it  stood  in  need  of. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  de- 
clared that  the  reproaches  which  had 
been  directed  against  the  Committee 
were  highly  unjust.  There  was  not  tbe 
slightest  information  given  to  the  pro- 
fession which  could  enable  one  interested 
party  to  take  an  advantage  of  another. 
So  little  aware  were  the  candidates  of  the 
opinions  of  the  Committee  that  one  of  the 
successful  parlies  had  actually  taken 
steps  to  exhibit  his  plans  along  with 
others,  imagining  that  he  was  among  the 
rejected. 

Mr.  Warburton  said,  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Middlesex  appeared  to  be 
mistaken  as  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  that  a  public  exhibition  should 
be  ordered  by  the  House,  whereas  it  was 
a  private  exhibition  by  the  artists  them- 
selves that  they  had  sanctioned.  There 
was  also  a  great  fallacy  in  the  idea  that 
several  estimates  by  distinct  architects 
could  be  expected  to  harmonise.  Where, 
for  instance,  one  man  adopted  a  difierent 
standard  of  value  for  labour,  or  bricks,  or 
timber  from  that  of  another,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  arrive  at  any  useful  compa- 
rative  result,  and  it  would  be  a  palpable 
loss  of  time  to  all  parties  to  enter  on  such 
a  course,  though,  he  confeased,  it  would 
be  only  consistent  to  require  a  aatisfactary 
estimate,  with  working  drawings,  of  any 
plan  that  the  House  might  be  inclined  to 
approve,  before  ihcy  finally  adopted  it. 
It  would,  however,  be  mere  folly  to  require 
estimates  of  ninety-five  plans.  The  cost 
would  be  enormous,  and  the  advantage 
nothing. 

Sir  Robert  Inglu  tiasltd  thai  the  House 
would  not  adopt  anv  course  that  would 
have  the  effect  of  delaying  the  erection  of 
the  new  buildiogi  «nd  einburassing  tb« 
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Commitlee.  He  hoped  they  would  see 
the  propriety  of  the  following;  course 
pointed  out  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer ;  and,  having  advanced  BO  far  in 
their  most  desirable  work,  not  turn  bock 
again  and  undo  ail  the  Committee  had 
effected.  If  not  retarded  by  the  adoption 
of  this  Resolution,  be  expected  fourteen 
daye  more  would  suffice  to  fulfil  the 
duties  which  yet  remaiaed  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  execute  in  the  prepaiatury  steps 
requisite  to  enable  the  House  to  adopt  a 
plan,  which  he  hoped  would  then  be  pro' 
ceeded  with  immediately.  If  no  needless 
delay  were  occasioned  he  hoped  to  see  the 
work  in  progress  in  April. 

Sir  Frederick  Trench  said,  the  candi- 
dates and  the  House  also  would  bave  been 
saved  immense  difficulties  if  a  maximum 
of  expense  had  been  staled  for  their  gui- 
dance. Each  of  the  plans  selected  by  the 
Committee  miglit(rDrwaiitof  such  previous 
instruction)  cost  two  millions,  perhaps, 
instead  of  one,  if  put  in  execution;  so 
that,  when  the  House  came  to  decide  on 
the  best,  it  might  find  the  whole  four 
objectionable  in  this  view,  and  it  mighi 
therefore  find  itself  placed  in  great  difB- 
culties,  and  be  obliged  to  begin  de  novo. 
He  thought  the  proposition  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  to  place  the  four  approved 
plans  in  a  room  together  for  the  inspection 
of  Members,  to  enable  the  House  lo 
arrive  at  a  fair  choice  amongst  them,  was 
very  good.  He  had  no  doubt,  however, 
thai  the  Committee  had  selected  the  best, 
and  that  the  House  would  confirm  their 
decision ;  but  he  feared  that  the  best 
might  be  found  inadmissible  in  point  of 
expense,  and  that,  after  all,  none  of  them 
could  be  executed. 

Mr.  Hall  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member, 
that,  although  one  plan  had  received  a 
premium  of  I,500/.,and,three  others  500A 
each,  it  did  not  follow  that  any  of  them 
were  to  be  executed.  It  would  be  im- 
possible to  accede  to  the  proposition  be- 
fore the  House  to  receive  estimates  and 
report  on  the  merits  of  ninety-five  plans. 
It  would  require  at  least  five  or  six  months 
to  draw  up  an  estimate  of  Mr.  Barry's 
alone,  with  working  drawings,  sections, 
and  elevations  ;  and  the  calculations  and 
inspections  necessary  lo  verify  the  whole 
would  be  an  endless  work.  It  would  cer- 
tainly be  highly  satisfactory  not  only  to 
the  successful  architects  but  to  Memben 
and  the  public  if  both  classes  of  plans, 
the  selected   and  rejected,  could  be  exbi- 
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hited  together,  so  that  the  laboun  of  the 
artist  and  the  judgment  of  the  Committee 
could  at  the  same  time  be  fairly  appre- 

Mr.  Hughes  Hughes  thought  that  the 
subject  of  expense  should  receive  imme- 
diate attention,  as  very  erroneous  views 
had  gone  abroad  on  the  subject.  He  had 
heard  that  the  author  of  one  of  the  selected 
plans  had  been  congratulated  on  his 
success  by  some  one  who  expressed  a 
doubt  that  the  expense  would  be  a  bar  to 
its  erection,  and  that  the  architect 
had  declared  it  could  be  erected  for 
.500,000^. 

Mr.  Williams  Wynn  defended  the  pro- 
priety of  the  original  determination  of  the 
House  to  obtain  the  best  plan  without  a 
view  to  expense,  and  agreed  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dridport  (Mr.  Warburtoo), 
that  the  various  units  of  value  adopted  by 
estimators  for  timber,  stone,  bricks, 
labour,  &c.,  would  probably  have  only  led 
to  false  conclusions,  especUily  when  they 
considered  the  site  of  the  building  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  river,  and  the  various  views 
that  architects  might  be  expected  to  take 
of  a  'proper  foundation  in  that  locality. 
The  experience  they  had  obtained  in  the 
case  of  the  Custom  House  proved  that 
the  cheapest  plan  was  not  always  the  best ; 
and  he  thought  the  safest  way  in  the  pre- 
sent instance  was,  to  refer  the  task  of 
drawing  up  an  estimate  for  the  adopted 
plan  to  some  builder  of  eminence,  who 
should  not  be  interested  as  a  competitor 
in  the  transaction.  An  estimate  furnished 
by  the  architect  would,  after  all,  be  quite 
valueless,  for  it  would  be  impossible  to 
expect  that  in  a  national  work  of  this 
nature  he  could  find  security  that  it 
should  not  exceed  the  amount  of  his 
calculation ;  and  though  be  might 
estimate  the  cost  at  300,000/.,  it  might, 
when  finished,  be  found  to  exceed  a 
million.  Nothing  was  so  easy  as  to  make 
mistakes  in  these  matters;  the  error  of  Sir 
William  Chambers  in  the  case  of 
Somerset  House  was  well  known,  which 
cost  treble  the  sum  estimated,  on  account  of 
unexpected  difficulties  enconniered  in 
the  slimy  soil  in  which  the  under-^ronnd 
buildings  were  necessarily  constructed, 
and  which,  (he  understood)  no  architect 
could  foretel  the  cost  of  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances. He  thought  it  therefore 
best  to  persevere  in  the  course  adopted 
by  the  House  last  year. 

Lord  Stanley  was  very  desirous  to  cor- 
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net  an  erroneoni  impreidoii  which  had 
gone  Bbraad  relativQ  to  th*  sward  of  the 
Commiulonen.  He  had  ■aen  it  very 
generally  stated  that  they  had  awarded 
1,600/.  to  tbe  gentlamaa  who  bad  leatin 
the  fint  plan,  and  500/.  to  neb  of  the 
Other  architect!  whose  designs  they 
approved  of.  Now,  unless  he  was  much 
miitalien,  they  had  no  power  to  make  any 
such  award.  All  they  had  to  do  was  this 
—to  select  a  number  of  plans,  not  leas 
than  three,  nor  more  than  five,  lo  be 
referred  to  a  Coromittee  to  be  appointed 
subsequently,  composed  of  Members  of 
both  Houses  of  Pailiaraent;  and  to 
declare  each  of  these  plans  entitled  to  a 

Sremium  of  600/.  A  further  recommen- 
ation  of  the  Committee  was,  that  the 
architect  of  the  plan  nltimately  selected, 
if  he  were  not  employed  to  build  the 
Houses  of  Parliament,  should  receive  a 
fnrther  premium  of  1,000/. 

The  Chancellor  qf  ike  Eschsgver 
admitted  the  accuracy  of  his  noble  Friend's 
recollection  of  the  extent  of  tbe  powers 
Intrusted  lo  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Hatoei  would  leave  the  case  to  the 
decision  of  tbe  House. 

Lord  Sandon  observed  that  it  hid  been 
hardly  ever  found,  in  any  case,  that  an 
architect  was  enabled  to  give  fn  a  correct 
estimate  of  the  probable  expense  of  a 
building,  until  it  was  actually  erected. 
He  hoped  the  principle  of  the  Resoltiiion 
which  had  been  moved  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Soutbwark  would  be  recognised  and 
adopted  by  the  House. 

The  House  divided:  Ayes  48;  Noes 
120;  Majority  72. 

Lilt  of  the  At£8. 

Aglionb;,  H.  A.  HaUord,  H. 

Angeistein,  J.  Healhcoal,  J. 

Balfour,  T.  Hume,  J. 

Barnard,  £.  G.  Johniloo,  A. 

fiatesoD,  Sir  R.  Kirk.P. 

Blake^  M.  J.  Leader,  J.  T. 

Bownng,  Dr.  Lefroy,  Sergeant 

Bodkin,  J.  J.  Lefroy,  A. 

Brotherlon,  J.  Lewi*,  D. 

Brawnriffi,  J.  S.  Lister,  £,  C. 

BuckinKbam,  J.  S.  Manosell,  T.  P. 

Coote,  Sir  C.  H.  Pelham,  Hon.  C.  A. 

Crawford,  S.  Ptypie,  G. 

Eaton,  R.  J.  Praed,  W.  M: 

Elphinttone,  H.  Potter,  R. 

Evans,  G.  Bundle,  J. 

Ficlden,  J.  Sheldon,  B.  R.  C. 

Fleoning,  J.  Sinclair,  Sir  G. 

Forbes,  W.  Smyth,  Sir  G.  H. 

Gaskill,  J.  M.  Thompson,  Col. 

Oore,W.O.  Tulk,C,A. 


Weklay,  T. 
Villiers,  C.  p. 
Waller,  J. 
Walker,  R. 


Vorke,  E.  T. 

TBi.i.aas. 
Hawes,  B. 
Q-Brien,  W.  S. 


SnAsvoii  Natioation.]  Lord  C/e. 
menls,  in  moving  for  certain  papers  relative 
to  the  projected  improvements  of  the  river 
Shannon,  observed  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer), during  the  preceding  Session, 
had  stated  as  a  reason  why  be  had  been 
unable  to  bring  forward  the  Govemmeot 
plans  with  respect  to  this  underUking,  the 
great  pressure  of  other  business,  by  which 
his  attention  was  altogether  occupied.  It 
was  owing  to  this  that  the  Bill  wbich  pae> 
sed  last  Session,  for  tbe  purpose  of  author- 
ising certain  preparatory  proceedings  to  be 
taken  relative  to  the  landed  proprielon 
whose  estates  would  be  benefited  by  the 
projected  alterations,  was  deferred  until 
the  month  of  August ;  but  he  could 
not  conceive  that  there  was  any  excuse 
for  the  delay  in  appointing  Commissioners  . 
to  act  under  that  Bill ;  nor  that  (here  was 
any  reason  why  the  Commission  sbonld  be 
restricted  to  tbe  mere  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining tbe  amounts  to  be  levied  on  the 
landed  proprietors,  or  why  the  Commis- 
sioners sbotald  not  at  once  proceed  to 
carry  into  execution  the  projects  of  im- 
provement. These  several  delays,  together 
with  those  which  might  be  expected,  would 
postpone  the  matter  to  an  indefinite  period. 
Besides,  tbe  Government  of  this  country 
was  not  fit  to  deal  with  matters  of  this 
description,  they  being  rather  of  a  local 
than  of  a  general  nature.  It  was  for  this 
reason  that  he  felt  some  surprise  at  tbe 
Government  having  declined  to  receive  or 
to  sanction  the  plans  of  those  parties  who, 
being  interested  in  the  work.  And  who, 
being  local  proprietors,  must  of  necessity 
he  better  able  to  suggest  and  to  carry  into 
effect  the  improvement  required,  and  his 
surprise  was  the  greater  when  he  considered 
that  the  Government  would  have  been 
furnished  with  these  plans  gratuitously. 
He  did  not  mean  to  deny  the  fitness  of  the 
Commiisioners  to  execute  the  task  which 
had  devolved  upon  them,  bat  he  consi- 
dered that  Gve  engineers  of  such  eminence 
as  those  named  in  the  Commission  were 
too  many  to  appoint  for  such  a  purpose, 
and  the  only  result  to  be  looked  for  would 
be  that  some  plan  of  great  magnificence 
and  grandeur  would  be  suggested,  which 
the  House  of  Commons  would  never  feel 
itself  autboiiiied  to  grant  money  to  execute. 
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remedy  to  iponge  out  the  national  debt. 
The  landed  iotereit  was  mOBt  desirous  of 
keeping  good  faith  ;   but  if  tbey  could 
longer  pay,  what  was  to  be  done  ? 

The  Marquess  of  Westminster  lematVtA, 
that  was  precisely  what  he  stated  — that 
in  the  presuRied  event  of  the  agricultuiists 
being  so  hard  pressed  as  to  be  onable  to 
tneet  the  demands  made  upon  them,  and 
B  Bank  Restriction  Act  being  refuaed, 
they  would  look  to  an  eqaiCable  adjust- 
ment as  the  only  aUernative. 

Lord  Wynjord  was  exceedingly  sorry 
that  the  course  which  he  had  felt  it  hir 
duty  to  take  had  not  met  with  the  apprO' 
Tal  of  the  noble  Marqueis,  for  trnose 
opinions  be  had  the  highest  respect,  and 
ID  conformity  with  whose  judgment  he  was 
most  desiTOUB  of  acting.  But,  notwith- 
Btanding  whet  had  fallen  from  the  noble 
Marquess,  he  still  thought,  that  as  the 
motion  was  not  opposed,  it  would  hav 
been  highly  improper  in  him  to  have  in 
troduced  it  with  any  formal  speech.  Hi 
Majesty,  as  the  noble  Viscount  opposite 
had  very  properly  reminded  him, 
himself  called  their  attention  to  it  in 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  and  the  House 
of  Commons  had  already  appointed  a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  causes  and 
extent  of  the  existing  distress,  and  into 
the  remedies  of  which  it  is  susceptible.  It 
struck  him  that  nothing  could  have  been 
more'absurdthanrorhim  tohavegotupand 
detailed  reasons  for  going  into  an  inquiry 
which  every  one  admitted  ought  to  be 
made,  and  specifying  remedies  which  it 
was  the  very  object  of  that  inquiry  to 
ascertain.  He  was  one  of  those  persons 
fperbaps  he  was  influenced  by  the  habits 
of  his  previous  life)  who  would  rather  de- 
cide after  he  had  heard  the  facts  than 
before.  As  to  the  desire  of  his  noble 
Frieod  (the  Earl  of  Wincbilsea)  to  with^ 
draw  from  the  Cammittee,  he  should  be 
most  sorry  to  assent  to  such  a  proposition, 
for  if  his  noble  Friend  despaired,  then 
must  he  despair  also.  Had  he  despaired  of 
aflordiog  the  agriculturist  relief  he  need 
not  have  done  what  he  had — had  he  des- 
paired be  should  not  have  proposed  to 
their  Lordships  to  go  into  a  Committee  of 
Inquiry.  He  only  desired  a  fair,  impartial, 
ana  searching  inquiry.  He  only  desired 
that  what  justice  dictated  to  be  done 
sfaoald  be  done;  and  he  was  quite  sure, 
that  when  the  facts  of  the  case  were  fully 
before  them,  they  could  not  fail  to  devise 
■one  rarnedv,  which,  if  it  did  not  entirely 


remove,  would  at  least  mitigate,  the  dis-. 
tress.  The  other  branches  of  industry, 
which  were  now  flourishing,  had  been  as 
much  depressed  at  times  as  agriculture  at 
the  present  moment ;  and  he  saw  no 
reason  to  doubt  that,  if  strict  justice  were 
done,  better  times  would  again  return, 
and  the  agriculturists  be  as  prosperous  as 
a  body  of  men  so  numerous,  so  industrious, 
and  so  important  to  the  welfare  uf  the 
country,  ought  to  be.  He  disclaimed 
anything  hke  a  desire  to  derange  the 
currency.  He  had  heard  some  persons 
advocate  the  extension  of  the  circulating 
medium  ;  but  that  was  another  matter. 
Indeed,  he  had  often  heard  his  noble 
Friend  (Lord  Ashburton)  advocate  a  silver 
standard,  yet  no  one  considered  that  as  an 
attempt  to  derange  the  currency  so  as  to 
aflect  the  national  credit.  What  bis  own 
particular  views  were  he  should  not  at 
present  state,  because  they  would  be 
naturally  influenced  by  the  facts  which 
might  be  involved  in  the  course  of  that 
inquiry.  He  should  therefore  simply 
move  for  the  appoiotnient  of  a  Committee 
of  Inquiry. 

Committee  appointed. 

Spain.]  The  Marquess  of  £on(foRderry 
would  take  this  opportunity  of  asking, 
whether  the  noble  Viscount  (Viscount 
Melbourne)  would  object  to  produce  the 
tetter  written  by  his  noble  colleague  at  the 
head  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Queen  of  Spain,  relative  to  the 
twenty-seven  prisoners  of  whom  he  had 
spoken  on  a  former  evening,  and  the 
answer  received  thereto?  This  would  en- 
able him  to  see  if  the  noble  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  was  sincere  in  his  profes- 
sions of  anxiety  to  obtain  the  release  of 
the  unfortunate  men  he  had  referred  to, 
He  would  also  ask  if  the  refusal  on  iha 
part  of  the  Queen  of  Spain's  Government 
had  prevented  the  noble  Viscount's  col- 
league from  taking  any  further  steps  ?  Hs 
was  anxious  to  press  this  point,  for  last 
Session,  wiih  the  assistance  of  his  noblu 
Friend  behind  him,  he  had,  by  repeatedly 
adverting  to  the  unjust  imprisonment  of 
Captain  Campbell  by  the  Portuguese  Go- 
vernment, succeeded  in  obtaining  the  li- 
beration of  that  gallant  officer,  and  he 
was  sure  that  if  their  Lordships  felt  as  he 
did  the  hardship  of  the  case  of  these 
twenty-seven  unfortunate  prisoners,  who 
were  made  captives  against  the  lav  uf 
nationa  and  a^init  all  ptacedent,  tliejr 
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would  unite  with  him  in  calling  upon  his 
Meiestji'fl  Government  to  use  such  sltong 
anddeciiler]  language  to  the  Spanish  Qo- 
Temment,  as  would,  doubtless,  insure  their 
immediate  liberation. 

Viscount  Melbourne  had  no  objection 
to  produce  the  papers.  The  persons  in 
question  were  removed  from  Santandcr  to 
Corunna  for  this  reason — that  at  the  for- 
mer place  their  lives  were  in  danger.  He 
saw  no  reason  whjr  the  refusal  that  had 
been  given  should  prevent  his  noble 
colleague  from  persevering  in  bis  efforts  to 
procure  their  entire  liberation.  At  the 
same  time  he  did  not  admit  the  statement 
of  the  noble  Marquess,  thai  those  prisoners 
were  taken  against  the  law  of  nations,  or 
the  rules  of  war. 

Papers  to  be  moved  for  to-morrow. 

HOUSE  OF    COMMUNS, 
Thursday,  February  18,   1836. 

IIIIUTI&]    Bllb.    Ritf  ■  BM  Umo-PcMtniJitftln- 
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Ihe  AbDliUoD  of  TiUw 
fmn  TodmimlMi,  In 


-Bt  Mr. 


low,  ftnm  Bridpan,  to  tlw 

fnn  Doby,  Tor  the  Atnlllkn  of  the 

Dnty^^  Hr.  Hutt,  from  Uctmcd  VinmlJen  it  Hull, 

tor  Uw  RqKdor  Uie  AdrUUanil  Dutyon  Lfccim.— Dt 

Sir  Hauv  Tiiikt,  fMm  PuodiUil  Unlntn  at  Bucklng- 

hBiii   tn   g**— '"it  a*   Uma  ft>   patloB  "r  Work- 


Chartbii  for  a  Ldkddn  Unitbrsitt.] 
Mr.  Wakkg  rose  for  the  purpose  of  present- 
ing a  Petition  from  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Emcr- 
ton,  master  of  a  school  at  Cambervrelj,  and 
curate  of  that  pariah,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Charter  to  be  granted  fur  a  Metropolitan 
Unlverwtj.  The  petitioner  had  understood 
that  it  Was  intended  to  limit  degrees  lo  the 
pupils  of  only  two  schools,  bjr  which  the  in- 
terests of  private  ichoolmasterB  would  be 
materiallf  injured.  In  April  last  this 
House  had  addressed  the  Crown  by  a  large 
mijority  in  favour  of  a  charter  to  the  Lon- 
don University,  a  grant  which  was  sdi- 
dted  from  all  ports  of  the  country,  on  ac- 
count of  the  manner  in  which  Dissenters 
were  excluded  from  academical  honours  at 
OifOrd  and  Cambridge.  He  should  be  op- 
pcwed  to  any  change  which  would  [dace  Ox- 
ford snd  Cantlnidge  in  the  hands  of  persons 
hostile  to  diose  univrasities ;  he  wiahedco 
BGf  abutea  eorrected,  but  not  the  univeratie* 
•ubrertcd  i  but  be  wished  to  know  whether. 


establishing  a  new  institution  bf  tbe 
le  kind  In  Ixnidon,  It  waa  Intended  to 
found  HuutLer  monopoly  P  Were  Dissent, 
o  be  excloded  there  also  i  He  exeeed- 
inglr  regretted  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
^-  ;faequer  was  not  in  hb  place,  because  ha 
I  anxious  to  hear  the  right  Hon.  Gentle> 
man  state  what  were  his  views  and  inten- 
tions upon  the  subject  of  the  new  charter. 
Was  it  right  that  the  conditiDns  of  that 
charter  should  be  framed  in  secret,  and  that 
the  Members  of  the  House  sholild  know 
nothing  about  tbem  until  the  document  re- 
ived the  sign  manual  of  the  Crown?  This 
as  a  species  of  Star-chamber  l^ihlation 
that  ought,  if  it  existed,  to  be  abolished ;  it 
was  an  abuse  of  the  royal  prerogative  that 
could  not  be  too  soon  corrected.  He  hoped 
that  the  House  would  interfere  in  a  matter 
regarding  which  it  took  so  milch  interest, 
and  require  that  a  draft  of  the  intended 
chatter  should  be  laid  upon  the  Table.  It 
light  soon  become  the  law  of  the  land) 
id  was  it  fit  that  any  law  should  be  pro- 
mulgated, with  the  nature  of  which  the 
Legislature  of  the  country  was  unac- 
quainted }  At  present  there  was  reason  to 
believe  that  students  in.  private  schools,  who 
were  under  the  moral  control  of  masters, 
would  be  shut  out  from  the  honours  of  the 
new  institutiun  ;  while  students  who  were 
under  no  such  moral  control  of  the  profes- 
sors, would  be  allowed  to  partake  of  them. 
Before  the  charter  was  conHrracd,  he  trusted 
that  Ministers  would,  at  least,  inform  the 
House  what  were  its  conditions.  True  it 
was,  that  they  might  be  responsible  for  the 
insertion  of  improper  coudirions;  but  he 
did  not  Ke  in  what  way  they  could  be 
brought  to  account  if  they  offended.  As  to 
the  gentleman  with  whose  petition  he  was 
intrusted,  he  could  state  that  he  Was  a 
well-wisher  both  to  the  I,ondon  University 
and  to  King's  College,  and  that  he  was  ria« 
cerely  friendly  to  Usfonl  and  Cambridge. 
Petition  to  lie  on  tbe  Table. 

CoHSTABULART     OP     IrBLANS.]        Vis. 

count  Morpeth  aatd,  he  should  not  tbink 
it  necessary  to  trouble  the  House  U 
any  great  length  upon  the  subject  wbicb 
be  was  about  to  bring  under  their  consider- 
adon,  bec&usothe  Bill,  for  the  introduction 
of  which  he  should  move,  differed  but  little 
from  that  which  he  brought  forward  last 
Session,  and  which  passed  that  House  with- 
out a  dirifflon,  and,  he  might  ny,  with 
almost  the  unanimous  assent  of  ereij 
Member.  Why  that  measure  did  not  pass 
tbe  ether  hraoch  d*  the  L^gialatun  he  nad 
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not  been  able  to  ascertain,  for  iti  leading 
feature!  were  derived  from  the  proTisiona 
of  Bills  introduced  by  Members  of  former 
AdministrBtionB.  Nor  would  it  answer 
any  good  purpose  to  taunt  the  other  House 
an  the  subject,  or  inquire  into  the  motives 
by  which  they  were  actusted  in  refusing 
to  pass  the  measure.  One  of  the  assignea 
reasons  was  the  Ute  period  of  the  Session  at 
which  the  Bill  was  sent  to  thai  House  ; 
and  it  was  to  obviate  that  objection  that  he 
now  brought  the  measure  forward  agein  so 
early.  He  hoped  that  it  would  meet  with 
the  approbation  of  all  classes — for  he  could 
justly  say  that  it  had  no  party  tendency — 
and  he  trusted,  therefore,  that  it  would  be 
now  brought  forward  under  happier  aus- 
pices than  Its  predecessor.  The  Bill  which 
he  proposed  to  introduce  differed  from  that 
of  last  Session  mainly  in  that  it  repealed 
the  laws  by  which  the  constahulary  "nd 
peace  establishment  in  Ireland  were  at 
present  formed  and  regulated;  not  with 
any  view,  however,  to  suppress  those  bodies 
which,  with  B  few  drawbacks,  had  been 
found  to  work  Well  for  the  country,  but  in 
order  that  a  sufficient  force  should  be  es- 
tablished under  one  improved  and  unifcmn 
system.  The  continuance  of  the  present 
force  had  been  provided  for  until  the  new 
one  was  orsanised.  The  Bill  would  enable 
the  Lord- Lieutenant,  instead  of  the  four 
Inspectors-general,  who  now  had  the  chief 
regulation  of  the  police  force  in  the  four 

Frovinces  of  Ireland,  to  appoint  one 
nspectCT-general  for  the  superintendence 
and  management  of  the  police  force ;  and 
under  him  there  Were  lo  be  two  Deputy- 
inspectors.  It  vested  in  the  Inspector- 
general,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the 
Lord- Lieutenant,  the  power  of  maiing 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  police  force.  Without  enter- 
ing into  the  minutiv  of  existing  Statutes, 
it  was  enough  at  present  to  say,  that 
this  authority  wuuld  be  accompanied  by 
provisions  better  suitad  to  the  present 
time  than  those  which  at  present  existed. 
The  Bill  would  also  enable  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant to  apptnnt  county  inspectors,  and 
under  them  mib-inspectors,  as  well  as  a 
person  to  act  aa  paymaster  and  storekeeper ; 
and  in  the  three  largest  counties,  C>)rk, 
Gatway,  and  Tipperary,  there  would  be 
two  of  those  (rfBcers.  The  appointment  of 
all  the  police  constables,  whether  chief  or 
nb-cmtstaUes,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government.  And  this  waa,  perhaps, 
the  most  material  alteration  in  the  BiU, 
tnaafefring  ai  U  did  the  powei  from  the 
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local  Magistracy  to  the  Lord-.LIeu tenant. 
It  was  a  material  alteration,  but  he  humbly 
submitted  that  it  was  a  most  ittiportant  and 
judicious  one.  The  Bill  proposed  that  the 
Lord- Lieutenant  should  have  the  power  of 
decreasing,  or  increasing  the  police  force,  ac- 
cordingtotbecirciimstancesofthecase.  This 
would  supersede  ell  the  cumbrous  machinery 
which  it  tiow  became  necessary  to  resort  to 
whenever  a  district  was  to  be  proclaimed ; 
and  would  enable  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to 
dhnlnish  the  amount  of  the  police  force 
with  corresponding  rapidity.  With  respect 
to  tmnsfcrring  the  appointment  of  the 
police  force  from  the  (oca!  magistracy  to 
the  Government,  although  that  appoint- 
ment would  be  nominally  in  the  Crown,  it 
would  be  practically  in  the  hands  of  the 
Inspector-General.  He  (Lord  Morpeth) 
contended  that  such  an  officer  as  the 
Inspector-General  would  be  able  to  exer- 
cise a  much  more  careful  and  a  much  more 
unbiassed  choice  than  could  be  expected 
from  so  numerous  a  body  as  the  local  magis- 
trary.  Without  imputing  any  improper 
motives  to  that  body,  without  ascribing  to 
them  any  oilier  political  feelings  than 
would  be  fuutid  to  exist  tn  any  equally 
numerous  body  of  the  same  station  in 
society.  It  was  clear  that  the  magistrates 
would  in  most  cases  be  very  desirous  to 
appoint  their  own  friends.  Now,  as  he 
apprehended,  the  Inspector-General  would 
be  influenced  by  motives  much  more  un- 
biassed, and  his  only  object  would  be  to 
make  his  force  as  efficient  as  possible  for 
the  public  service.  As  a  ptom  that  the 
present  Inode  of  appointment  was  not  the 
most  advisable,  he  would  mention  that 
there  had  been  instances  of  magistrates  in 
some  counties  voluntarily  divesting  them- 
selves of  the  power  of  appointment;  and 
he  believed  it  would  be  found  that  they 
had  never  repented.  A  few  days  ago  he 
heard  that  Ave  men  who  had  been  recently 
appointed  to  the  constabulary  force  in 
Ireland  had  distinctly  admitted  that  they 
belonged  to  a  secret  political  society  ;  and 
he  found  that,  within  the  last  three  months, 
there  had  been  dismissed  upon  that  single 
ground,  in  the  province  of  Ulster  sixteen, 
in  the  province  of  Leinster  thirty~onc,  in 
the  province  of  Munster  thirty,  and  in  the 
province  of  Connought  nineteen ;  so  that 
in  the  whole  of  Irehnd,  within  the  short 
period  he  had  mentioned,  no  fewer  than 
ninety-six  constables  and  sub-constables 
had  been  dismissed  for  belon^ng  to  secret 
societies.  The  proposed  measure,  ne  trusted, 
wofdd  prevent  such  s  disgrace  from  again 
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fnklling  on  the  public  service ;  for  it  pro- 
posed, that  besides  the  oath  to  which  the 
constables  were  at  present  subject,  thef 
should  take  an  oath,  that  they  were  not 
members  of  any  secret  or  political  society. 
Jdagistrates  were  to  be  empowered  to  fine 
constables  guilty  of  a  neglect  of  duty  in 
the  penalty  of  5/.  It  was  also  proposed  to 
establish  a  supernumerary  reserved  corps, 
who  should  be  trained  at  certain  periods, 
and  who  should  be  called  in  on  special 
occasions  to  the  assistance  of  the  permanent 
force,  and  out  of  that  bod?  it  was  proposed 
to  maLe  all  appointments  for  the  permanent 
force.  Power  was  given  to  the  Inspector- 
General,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the 
Lord- Lieu  tenant,  to  move  the  force  from 
one  county  to  another.  With  respect  to 
the  amount  of  salaries,  and  other  details, 
it  would  be  better  lo  reserve  those  matters 
for  consideration  when  the  Bill  should  go 
into  Committee.  By  a.  provision  of  the 
Bill,  two  per  cent  was  to  be  deducted  from 
the  salaries  of  the  force,  for  the  purpose  of 
constituting  a  superannuation  fund;  and 
also  lOi.  per  cent  from  all  salaries  for  the 
police  reward  fund ;  the  object  of  which 
was  to  reward  those  whose  conduct  entitled 
them  to  particular  distinction.  Such  were 
the  main  features  of  the  Bill  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  propose,  and  he  confidently 
hoped  that  it  would  he  fouod  to  be  an  im- 
proTenient  upon  the  general  system,  that  it 
would  render  the  constabulary  force  more 
effective,  and  that  it  would  tend  to  the 
preservation  of  the  public  peace.  He, 
therefore,  begged  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Acts  relating  to  the 
Constabulary  of  Ireland. 

Colonel  ConoUy  did  not  rise  to  oppose 
the  Motion;  but  he  thought  there  were 
some  parts  of  it  which  must  necessarily 
excite  the  apprehension  of  the  Magistracy 
in  Ireland,  conndering  the  course  which 
hb  Majesty's  Ministers  had  chosen  to  adopt 
in  that  country,  where  they  had  made  the 
Executive  Government,  he  miffht  almost 
say,  suhservient  to  the  system  of  agitation 
which  had  prevailed  in  that  country  for 
many  years.  Although  he  himself  did  not 
look  upon  it  with  apprehension,  he  could 
not  look  upon  it  otherwise  than  with  dis- 
trust, seeing  that  a  large  and  respcctubic 
body,  against  whom  no  objection  hod  been 
nude  for  a  long  series  of  years,  who  were 
now  mature  in  their  organization,  and 
imbued  with  a  knowledge  of  their  duty, 
were  to  he  removed  and  dispersed,  and  a 
new  system  was  to  be  adopted  without  any 
gtooiidt  haviDg  been  Mated  foi  tbe  altera- 


tion, or  any  sufficient  advantage  anticipated 
from  it.  The  noble  Lord  had  terminated 
his  speech  by  saying,  that  he  hoped  the 
new  system  would  he  economical.  If  it 
were  economical,  that  alone  would  not 
justify  so  great  a  change ;  but  be  appre- 
hended that  the  result  would  he  the  reverse 
of  economical.  He  also  objected,  on  consti- 
tutional grounds,  to  making  that  great 
force,  which  ought  to  be  ameuahle  to  the 
Magistracy  of  the  country,  altogether  inde- 
pendent of  them.  He  had  been  a  Magistrate 
for  many  years,  and  he  thought  that  that 
course  had  been  too  extensively  adopted  in 
Ireland  already ;  because  be  was  convinced 
that  the  phicing  of  the  body  in  question  on 
a  footing  which  would  render  Uiem  inde- 
pendent of  the  Magistracy,  could  not  fail  to 
be  injurious  totheMagistracy,and pernicious 
lo  the  community.  Various  parts  of  the 
enactments  were,  in  his  opinion,  objection- 
able ;  and  he  should  watch  with  great 
jealousy  the  diverdon  of  power  from  the 
hands  of  those  in  whom  it  was  legitimately 
placed,  into  the  hands  of  those'fiom  whom 
the  worst  was  to  be  apprehended.  As  to 
the  superannuation  fund,  he  thought  that 
that  was  a  fair  proposition. 

Mr.  Lucas  rose  fur  the  purjmNe  of  pro- 
testing against  the  transfer  prcTposed  by  the 
noble  Ixwd.  He  conceived  that  the  local 
Magistrates  were  the  persons  in  whom  the 
appointments  ought  to  rest ;  and  he  could 
not  agree  in  the  propriety  of  transferring 
the  appointment  of  the  constables  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant.  He  believed  he  spoke 
the  sentiments  of  his  own  county,  as  well 
OS  those  of  the  landed  proprietors  of  Ireland 
generally.  The  Magistrates  of  his  own 
countyhadhad  two  meetings  on  the  subject ; 
and  he  knew  that  he  was  speaking  the  sen- 
timents of  most  of  the  resident  gentry  and 
landlords  of  the  county,  when  be  said,  that 
the  Magistracy  was  the  constitutional  body 
by  which  the  constabulary  was  to  be  ap- 
pointed. The  Magistracy  knew  the  cha- 
racters of  the  persons  who  applied  lo  be  ap- 
pointed, which  the  Inspector-General  could 
not  do.  He  must  protest,  therefore,  against 
the  transfer  of  the  appointment  of  the  con- 
stables from  the  local  Magistracy  and  resi- 
dent landlords  to  Government.  It  might  be 
said,  that  the  Maf^strates  would  be  in- 
fluenced bya  system  of  favouritism  inrecom- 
mending  their  own  tenantry  to  the  office  of 
constable,  but  he  must  protest  against  such 
a  doctrine.  He  was  old-fashioned  enough 
to  think  that  the  Magistrates  were  the 
mors  constitutional  authorities.  The  cha- 
iftcter  of  the  gentry  of  Inltnd  lud,  io* 
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deed,  fallen  low,  if  ibey  were  not  tbought 
worthy  b;  that  House,  or  by  his  Majesty's 
Govemmenti  of  retaining  such  a  power. 
He  protested  against  sucli  a  doctrine  in  the 
name  of  the  Masistracj  and  gentry  of  Ire- 
land, and  on  the  Dchalfof  the  whole  empire  j 
for  he  was  sure  that  the  gentry  of  Ireland 
were  not  inferior  in  any  respect  to  the 
gentry  of  England,  or  to  the  gentry  of  any 
counlry  in  Europe.  Though  he  did  not 
agree  with  his  Majesty's  Government  in 
politics,  it  was  upon  other  grounds  that  he 
opposed  the  present  proposition.  He  meant 
no  disrespect  to  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  or 
to  the  noble  Lord,  but  lie  for  one  could  not 
consent  that  the  appointment  of  the  police 
force  on  which  depended  the  tranquillity  of 
Ireland,  should  he  hung  dangli 
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1  Clements  denied,  that  taking  from 
the  Mai^stracy  of  Ireland  the  power  of  ap.. 
pointing  constables  would  degrade  them  tn 
any  way.  In  the  province  in  which  he 
re^ed,  the  Magistrates,  so  far  from  having 
any  objection  to  the  change,  had  voluntarily 
given  up  the  power  of  appointment  to  Major 
Warburton,theChiefoftbe  Police.  He  was 
informed  that  a  similar  step  had  been  taken 
in  Munsler.  If,  therefore,  the  measure 
were  at  once  advantageous  to  the  com- 
munity, and  agreeable  to  the  Magistrates, 
what  more  need  be  urged  in  its  favour? 
How  stood  the  case  in  this  city  ?  Was  the 
appointment  of  the  police  vested  in  the 
hands  of  the  Magistrates  of  Eow-atreet  ? 
No :  the  power  was  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  were  to  govern  and  command 
the  force.  He  had  never,  however,  heard 
that  Major  Warburton  had  hesitated  to 
take  into  consideration  the  recommendation 
of  the  local  Magistracy  ;  and  the  Gentlemen 
opposite,  therefore,  had  no  right  to  suppose 
their  representations  would  be  unattended 
to.  He  thought  it  was  a  calumny  upon 
Government  to  say,  that  they  wished 
to  degrade  the  gentry  of  Ireland,  and  he 
believed  the  opposition  to  the  measure  was 
the  efiect  of  party  policy  and  party  tactics. 
Sir  Robert  Batcsmt,  after  the  very  extra, 
ordinary  speech  of  the  noble  Lch^,  could 
not  be  silent.  As  an  Irish  Gentleman,  he 
could  not  sit  still  and  hear  the  Irish  Magis- 
trates compared  to  those  of  Bow-street. 
Nor  could  he  allow  the  assertion  of  the 
noble  Lord,  that  the  opposition  to  the  mea- 
sure was  the  result  of  party  policy  and 
feeling,  to  go  uncontradicted.  In  the  very 
temperate  and  able  speech  of  the  hon. 
Meml)cr  fur  Monnshan,  there  was  not  a 
syllabic  that    could    be     construed    inio 
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party  spirit ;  and  He  [Sir  Robert  Bateson) 
agreed  with  that  hon.  Gentleman,  that  it 
would  be  impolitic  to  place  in  the  hands, 
not  only  of  the  present,  but  of  any  Govern- 
ment, Uie  power  comprehended  in  the  Bill. 
He  did  not  wish  to  see  the  constabulary 
force  converted  into  a,  gutidarmerie,  without 
any  control  on  the  part  of  the  Magistracy. 
The  Inspectors- General  might  be  men  of 
temper,  judgment,  and  impartiality,  but 
they  might  be  zealous  political  partisans. 
They  had  heard  one  of  them  declare,  that 
he  knew  of  no  secret  society  but  one— the 
Orange  Society ;  although  in  every  county 
in  Ireland  they  were  surrounded  by  Ribbon 
Societies  and  other  illegal  associations ;  that 
person  was  either  so  ignorant,  or  so  blinded 
by  party  feeling,  that  he  was  unable  to 
distinguish  the  tact.  As  to  the  benefit  of 
having  stipendiary  Magistrates,  no  benefit 
had  been  derived  from  them  in  the  part  of 
Ireland  with  which  he  was  connected.  To 
show  that  the  system  was  not  one  of  fair 
play,  and  that  it  was  liable  to  be  operated 
upon  by  party  and  political  bias,  he  would 
state  a  circumstaace  which  had  come  within 
his  own  knowledge.  He  made  a  complaint 
of  a  sub-constable  to  his  officer,  and  required 
that  he  should  be  reported  to  Sir  Frederick 
Stoven,  the  Inspector  of  the  province ;  the 
officer  replied,  that  the  individual  in  ques- 
tion was  a  maa  of  bad  character,  and  could 
not  be  trusted,  but  that  as  he  (the  sub- 
constable)  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  as 
he  (the  officer)  could  not  afford  to  lose  his 
place,  he  could  not  report  him  as  desired 
^fourf  cries  of  "  Nattte,  name,"]  What  he 
had  stated  was  the  fact,  but  he  would  not 
give  the  Gentlemen  oppcuite  the  gratifica- 
tion of  naming  the  individual  of  whom  he 
spoke.  After  such  a  specimen  of  the 
impartiality  of  the  Government,  it  was  not 
surprising  that  he  should  feel  disposed  to 
give  every  passible  opposition  to  the  present 
attempt  to  extend  so  injurious  a  system.  He 
for  one  should  object  to  place  further  power 
in  the  hands  of  that  faction  which  ruled 
the  Government  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  OCoumeli  observed,  that  the  hon. 
Baronet  had  taken  leave  to  mention  the 
name  of  Sir  Frederick  Stoven,  but  refused 
to  give  the  name  of  the  ofGcer  with  whom 
the  hon.  Baronet  had  been  in  commu- 
nication. That  was  not  justice !  The  hon. 
Baronet  took  care  to  mention  the  name  of 
the  accused,  hut  he  carefully  concealed  the 
name  of  the  accuser.  Now,  if  the  story 
was  true,  if  it  was  not  a  delusion  practised 
on  the  hon.  Flaronct,  the  person  so  charged 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  retain  office 


039      Cmtttahutaryt^Ir^mi. 

for  a  im^e  hour.  But  it  was  an  (usnuation 
brougbt  forward  on  anonymoua  authoritf. 
The  preieiit  Government  was  assule<],  bfr- 
couse  it  was  the  first  Government  that  had 
ever  acted  towards  Ireland  on  the  principles 
of  justice.  He  did  not  knoiv  what  effect 
his  support  of  the  Bill  might  have  upon  itj 
fate.  Perhaps  it  would  be  more  prudent 
were  he  to  absent  himself,  or  to  take  his 
seat  on  the  other  ride  of  the  House.  In 
Kerry,  where  the  matter  was  first  con- 
sidered, the  Magistrates  had  voluntarily 
surrendered  into  the  hands  of  Major  Millar 
the  power  of  appcnnting  persons  to  the 
police  force.  Clare,  and  some  other  coun- 
ties in  Ireland,  had  done  the  same  thing ; 
and  the  greatest  advantages  were  found  to 
result  from  it.  In  the  first  place,  it  did 
away  with  much  village  favouritism,  and 
eveiy  other  species  of  improper  influence, 
in  the  selection  of  constables.  In  the  North 
of  Ireland,  however,  the  Magistrates  hsd 
not  adopted  this  course ;  and  therefore  the 
Govemment  found  it  necessary  to  take  the 
matter  into  their  own  hand*.  In  such  a 
country- as  Ireland,  power  ought  never  to 
be  left  in  irresponsible  hands.  At  New 
Robs  two  constables  were  lately  broken. 
One  of  them  had  exclaimed  to  a  crowd  of 
persons  in  a  publio-house,  "  Now  for  a 
bumper !"  and  having  filled  his  glass,  he 
gave  as  a  toast,  "  The  P<me  in  the  pUIory, 
the  pillory  in  Hell,  and  the  Devil  pelting 
him  with  Popish  priests."  The  other  gave 
as  a  toast,  "  May  the  ears  of  all  the  Papists 
be  nailed  to  the  chapel-doors,  and  the  chapel 
transplanled  into  Hell !"  Thesa  men  were 
dismissed  ;  hut  what  remedy  had  the  public 
against  the  Magistrates  for  having  ap- 
pointed  such  men  P  If  the  appointment 
lay  in  the  Government,  the  moment  such 
a  charge  was  brought  the  censure  of  the 
House  would  fall  on  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
hy  whom  the  appointment  had  been  made. 
It  had  not  been  asserted,  that  any  of  the 
Magistrates  of  Ireland  were  Ribbonmen  j 
but  was  it  denied  that  many  among  them 
were  Orangemen  ?  Was  it  not  a  fact  that 
the  princi^nl  functionaries  of  the  Orange 
Lodges  in  Ireland  were  supplied  from  the 
Magistracy  ?  Would  it  be  contended  that 
the  Grand  Orange  Lodge  was  the  fittest 
body  in  which  to  vest  the  appointment  of 
the  police  P  [a  his  opinion,  Government 
had  done  wisely  to  seek  to  have  the  appoint- 
ment vested  in  their  own  hands ,  and  he 
was  happy  that  the  subject  had  been  taken 
up  by  the  present  Government— the  firat 
that  had  ever  shown  a  disposition  to  do 
justice  to  Ireland. 


{COHHONS}      Omtdmlary  oflrehnd.      540 

Mr.  Skato  would  not  enter  upon  e 
general  defence  of  theMagistmtes  c^  Ireland 
on  the  present  occasion,  so  unjustly  treated 
by  the  noble  Lord's  proposition.  He  was 
di^osed,  however,  to  agree  with  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin,  that  it 
was  not  proper  to  place  power  in  irre- 
sponsible hands ;  but  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  hon  and  learned  Member  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Londonderry  had  brought 
forward  his  charge  on  anonymous  authority. 
He  had  stated  tlukt  the  constable  had  made 
a  communication  to  bim  penonally;  and 
he  had  staled  that  on  his  own  authority. 
One  of  the  effects  of  the  Bill  would  cer- 
tainly be  to  vest  very  considerable  additional 
patronage  in  the  hands  of  the  Iri^  Go- 
vernment. Upon  that  point,  however,  it 
was  not  his  intention  then  to  dwell.  As 
to  the  appointment  of  Roman  Catholics,  he 
would  merely  say,  that  ho  was  one  of 
those  who  never  objected  to  a  man  because 
he  was  a  Roman  Catholic ;  but  at  the  same 
time  he  was  strongly  of  opinion  that  no 
man  ought  to  be  appmnted  merely  because 
he  was  a  Roman  Catholic  He  did  not 
mean  to  give  offence  to  anybody  ;  but  he 
could  not  help  observing  a  circumstance 
which  had  recently  taken  place  in  Ireland, 
namely,  that  in  the  ap^ntment  (rf  thirty- 
four  new  officers — aolicitors  far  conducting 
prosecutions  at  quarter  sesnons— thirty 
were  chosen  of  the  Roman  Cathrlie  per- 
suasion.  He  did  not  mean  to  object  to  any 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  thus  ap- 
pointed ;  but  looking  at  the  state  of  society 
in  Ireland,  and  considering  that  in  the 
legal  profession  there  was  a  vast  proportion 
of  well-educated  Protestants,  he  would  ask 
any  unprejudiced  person  whether  the  selec- 
tion of  so  many  Roman  Catholics  could  be 
regarded  as  perfectly  fair. 

Lord  Jofm  Ruitell  wished  to  <ay  a  very 
few  words  on  this  subject ;  and  in  doing  so, 
he  should  endeavour  to  steer  clear  of  all 
differences,  whether  of  interest  or  passion, 
that  might  exist  between  Irish  partiei^  and 
to  state  as  briefly  and  concisely  as  possible 
what  he  conceived  to  be  the  general  reasons 
on  which  the  Bill  proposed  by  his  noble 
Friend  (Lord  Morpeth)  was  founded. 
There  was  at  present  an  armed  police  force 
in  Ireland,  very  different  from  any  that 
existed  in  England,  but  which  was  thought 
necessary  to  keep  the  peace  in  that  country. 
The  object  of  the  Bill  now  proposed  by  the 
noble  Lord  was  to  remedy  the  inconvenience 
which  at  present  resulted  from  the  imper- 
fect organization  of  tlint  force.  In  the  first 
place,  it  appeared  that  the  police  of  Ireland 
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were  at  prnent  subject  to  the  direction  and 
caatrol  of  four  in«pecton-general,  all  four 
being,  aa  it  were,  totallj  independent  of 
each  other,-  therefore,  adopting  as  they 
thought  proper  different  Bystems,  and  eaui 
of  them  corresponding  with  bis  own  sub- 
inspectors  and  thirty  oonstablea.  By  this 
meant  there  was  a  want  of  uniformity 
throughout  ths  whole  system,  whilst  at  the 
aame  time  there  was  a  great  accumulation 
of  business  at  the  seat  of  the  Government  in 
Ireland,  which  was  certainly  unneceeary, 
and  which  ought  properly  to  be  conducted 
by  the  head  c?  police.  There  wa«  another 
inconvenience  ariaing  out  of  the  present 
qrgtem,  which  it  would  he  the  object  of  the 
Bill  now  introduced  to  lemove — namely, 
that  while  a  great  port  of  ths  police  force 
was  hy  common  consent  appointed  by  the 
inspectors,  another  part  was  appointed  by 
the  Magistrates,  and  by  this  means  became 
subservient  to  local  interests,  to  party  views, 
and  to  the  motives  and  feelings  of  parti- 
cular individuals.  The  object,  then,  of  the 
present  Gill  wu  to  place  m  one  inspector- 
general  the  direction  of  the  whole  police 
force  of  Ireland,  to  give  him  a  complete 
control  over  it,  to  empower  him  to  oreanize 
it  into  one  system,  and  thus  to  m^e  the 
police  In  Leinater  and  in  Connaught  act 
under  the  same  rules  and  directions.  This, 
be  thought,  it  would  be  admitted,  was  an 
object  whidi  belonged  not  to  any  particular 
party,  or  to  one  party  more  than  another; 
it  was  a  national  object,  an  olgecc  which  all 
who  desired  to  see  the  efficiency  of  the  police 
improved  by  a  proper  system  of  organiMtion, 
and  by  that  means  wished  to  contribute  to 
the  maintenance  and  preservation  of  peace 
in  Ireland,  would  be  anxious  to  see  accom- 
plished. In  the  course  of  the  short  discus- 
^on  which  had  taken  place  upon  this  subject, 
there  had  been  aame  insinuations  thrown 
out,  most  unjustly  at  he  thought,  against 
a  diitingulihed  officer,  who  was  now  one 
of  the  inmeclors  of  police  in  Ireland,  he 
m«nt  Sir  Frederic  Sloven,  a  man  of  high 
military  reputation  and  unhlemished  cha- 
TBcter.  No  one  in  the  army  would  deny 
the  weil-mehted  reputation  which  Sir 
Frederick  enjoyed  at  a  aoUier,  and  being 
himseif  aware  of  the  merits  of  the  gallant 
officer  in  other  respects,  he  was  sorry  to 
hear  anydilng  said  within  the  walls  of  the 
House  calcuuted  to  cast  a  slur  upon  hii 
dinracter.  But  with  teapect  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  police  fonw,  which  Was  lo  be 
vested  in  the  hands  of  an  inspector-general, 
it  had  been  the  objeot  of  the  Government, 
both   in  this  country  and  in  Ireland,  la 
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find  tome  person  who  had  been  for  yean 
unconnected  with  any  party  in  Ireland ; 
but  who,  at  the  same  time,  should  he 
qualified  by  habits  of  command  and  ability 
to  sovem  the  minds  of  men,  to  esUblidi 
ana  enforce  that  discipline  lo  necessary  to 
the  efficiency  of  a  general  police  force  in 
Ireland.  For  this  purpose  he  had  been  in 
communication  with  an  officer  who  was 
acknowledged  to  have  been  one  of  the  most 
efficient  persons  in  preserving  the  peace  of 
this  country  in  difficult  timet— he  meant 
Colonel  Shaw  Kennedy.  He  believed  that 
every  gentleman  in  the  House  would  concur 
with  him,  when  he  said  that  tliere  was  no 
man  whose  temper,  diseietion,  judgment, 
and  imparliality,  could  be  more  depended 
upon  than  those  of  Colonel  Shaw  Kennedy. 
He  asked  that  gallant  officer  whether  be 
would  undertake  the  government  of  the 
police  force  in  Ireland,  and  be  was  glad  to 
And  that  he  was  not  disinclined  to  do  so. 
Therefore,  if  the  Government  should  be 
enabled  to  pass  the  present  Bill,  and  to 
adopt  a  difierent  system  of  police  in  Ireland,  - 
his  Majesty  having  approved  his  recom- 
mendation in  tliat  respect.  Colonel  Shaw 
Kennedy  would  be  appointed  to  the  head  of 
the  force.  It  would,  he  thuusht,  be  necee- 
tuiy  for  him  to  observe,  that  Colonel  Show 
Kennedy,  connected  with  no  party  in 
Ireland,  would  perform  the  duties  imposed 
upon  him  with  the  utmoit  impartiality  and 
exactness,  and,  at  the  same  time,  in  such 
a  manner  as  should  give  genera]  satisfaction 
and  produce  general  conciliation. 

Sir  Robert  Baleson  be^d  distinctly  to 
be  understood  that  he  hadnot  intended,  in 
any  ohiervation  that  fell  from  bim,  to 
reflect  in  the  slightest  degree  upon  the 
conduct  of  Sir  Frederick  Storen. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  rose  principally  for  the 
purpose  of  confirming,  which  ne  did  with 
the  utmost  satisfaction,  the  lestimoity 
which  was  borne  by  the  noble  Lord  (Rut- 
sell)  to  the  high  character  and  great  mili- 
tary reputation  ofColonel  Shaw  Kennedy. 
His  first  communication  with  Colonel 
Shaw  was  at  a  lime  when  he  had  no  per- 
sonal acquaintance  with  him  whatever; 
although  he  knew  that  he  waa  distin- 
guished in  the  highest  degree  for  his  gal- 
lantry in  the  field,  and  remembered  that 
he  had  superintended  the  wltole  of  the 
ezteosive  arrangementa  which  it  *a>  ne- 
cessary to  make  on  the  return  of  the  Bri- 
tish army  of  occupation  from  France.  On 
that  occasion,  too,  he  recollected  that 
Colonel  Shaw  had  exhibited  to  nice  a  power 
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he  vonld  ndettxke  Id  mf,  that  he  woM 

exercise  the  power  tfan  coaidcd  le  hn 
with  faooot;  uid  diMTTctina.  nMl  that,  in 
a  much  len  time  than  coald  othefwiee  be 
hoped  r<K-,  a  well-dbcipltBed  aad  e<h.ie1 
police  force  woobl  be  i  mliliifcul  m  Ire- 
land.  And  be  felt  bound  to  bj,  witt 
great  defereace  to  tbe  opnioai  of  ha 
hon.  Friend,  who  had  tak^  s  di&nat 
view  or  the  subject,  that  he  ihoaght  ifthe 
police  force  in  Ireland  woe  appooted  ami 
directed  npon  this  princtple,  tbae  woold 
be  a  much  stronger  ^oaiantee  far  its 
sufficiency,  and  freedom  frum  ail  local  ud 
party  prejudices,  than  could  poaatbly  be 
the  case  if  the  appoinCraent  of  the  nea  of 
whom  it  was  to  be  composed  «efe  IB- 
trusted  lo  the  local  authorities.  Tltcre- 
fore,  he  was  not  anftieadly  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  present  Bill,  alw»s  asannui^ 
that  [he  powers  to  be  ii  ■ 
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o.*  arranmiDBnt,  and  ao  ready  a  talent  of 
combiuaiion,  as  greatly  to  add  to  the 
tuilitary  reputation  he  had  previously  ac- 
quired. Aware  of  these  high  qualitieE, 
when  the  police  force  in  the  melropollH 
was  constituted,  the  first  person  to  whom 
he  applied  to  undertake  its  direction  and 
fwntrol  was  Colonel  Shaw.  The  regret 
which  he  felt  at  Colonel  Shaw's  declining 
the  appointment,  was  greatly  mitigaied  by 
the  acceptance  of  the  same  otfice  by  the 
gailaDt  officer  who  now,  in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  Mayne,  superintended  the  con- 
stubulary  police  ibrce  in  the  metropolis. 
It  was,  however,  with  the  utmost  satisfac- 
tion that  he  now  heard  from  the  uoble 
Lord  that  Colonel  Shaw  was  likely  to  ac- 
cept the  comnianij  ol'  tlie  police  force  in 
Ireland.  He  would  venture  to  say,  that  no 
roan  could  he  found  who  would  execute  all 
the  duties  of  Ibat  important  trust  with 
greater  impartiality,  or  with  raoie  complete 
freedom  t'roai  ;ill  \idti.y  I'ltlin^.  lie,  liuw- 
ever,  would  su):>;i:sl,  tliui  uiivu  jf^jMiuiud 


Lord- lieutenant  should  be  exctctsed  with 
padljltty,   and  lor    no    odier    parpose 
rw(<to»ing   |{m  policv  fwee. 
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land  on  the  same  principles  of  impSTtiality  | 
as  in  Engiand.he  bad  said,  that  he  doubted 
wfaetber  be  should  effect  that  object  by 
pledging  himself  to  apply  precisely  the 
same  principles  to  a  totally  different  state 
of  thing;s — suppose  he  had  said,  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin, 
"  Beware  of  local  Bnimosities  and  jealousies 
—beware  of  village  partialilirs— do  not 
trust  local  authorities — do  not  trust  irre- 
sponsible bodies.  Plnce  these  appoint- 
ments in  the  hands  of  the  Lord-lieutenant 
of  Irelanil.  If  he  abuse  them,  he  is  more 
tangible  than  any  local  authority."  He 
admilled  the  justice  of  the  principle  on 
which  the  Bill  proceeded ;  but  if  that 
principle  were  good  for  the  police  of  the 
country,  why  was  it  not  equally  good  for 
the  police  of  the  town  ?  And  why,  be- 
cause it  might  be  Biting  to  tnlruiit  the 
appointment  of  the  Municipal  Police  to 
Corporate  Bulfaoritieg  in  England,  why 
might  it  not  follow,  or  why  might  ihey  not 
choose  to  subscribe  at  once  to  the  infer- 
ence, that  therefore  it  should  be  good  to 
place  the  same  power  in  the  same  local 
and  irresponsible  bodies  in  Ireland?  He 
found,  thererore,  in  the  speech  of  the 
noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  and  also  in  that  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin,  > 
complete  vindication  of  the  justice  of  thi 
course  which  he  had  pursued  in  the  first 
night  of  the  present  Session,  and  in  which 
he  wag  Joined  by  a  powerful  minority  of 
the  House.  The  Amendment  he  then 
moved  to  the  Address  was  founded  on  this 
principle,  that  whilst  he  was  prepared  to 
concede  to  Ireland  the  absolute  right  of 
bsfing  irapartiality  in  the  administration 
of  justice  secured  lo  her,  yet  he  desired 
that  he  might  not  be  fettered  by  a  pledge 
that  he  would  apply  the  same  principles 
which  had  been  adopted  here  to  another 
part  of  the  empire,  whose  society  was  dif- 
ferently constituted,  and  whose  circum- 
stances were  by  no  means  the  same. 

Mr,  Henry  Gratlan  must  bear  bis  testi- 
mony in  favour  of  the  Guvemment  of  Lord 
Mulgmve,  and  express  his  conviction  that 
that  nuhle  Lord  would  do  his  duty  in  spite 
of  the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  If  tJiey 
were  now  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the 
present  measure  (and  he  admitted  it  to  be 
a  strong  one),  it  was  on  account  of  the  bad 
measures  wliich  had  been  adopted  by  the 

Krty  who  had  so  hmg  misgoverned  Ireland. 
B  thanked  God  that  thu  present  Govern- 
ment were  disposed  in  act  upon  diOerent 
VOL.  XXXI.  {1^.]    ' 
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principles,  and  as  long  as  they  continued 
to  pursue  the  couse  they  had  go  well  begun 
they  might  rest  assured  of  the  support  of 
the  great  majority  of  the  Irish  Members. 

Colonel  Perceval  would  not  attempt  to 
make  any  reply  to  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Gentlemsn  who  had  just  sat  down.  He 
really  believed  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
made  use  of  the  words  without  intending 
to  use  them,  and  many  sentences,  which  in 
his  cooler  momenta  he  would  not  have 
troubled  the  House  with.  He  (Colonel 
Perceval)  rose  for  the  purpose  of  saying 
that  the  explanation  of  the  noble  Lord,  the 
Secretary  of  State  forthe  Home  Department, 
relative  to  the  intention  of  his  Majesty's 
Government  of  selecting  a  man  so  unani- 
mously admired  and  respected  as  Colonel 
Shaw,  would  undoubtedly  remove  many 
of  the  difficulties  and  objections  which  he 
and  his  friends  were  of  opinion  had  existed ' 
against  the  Bill  as  introduced  during  the 
last  Session  of  Parliament.  lie  would 
undertake  to  show,  that  they  were  not  in- 
consistent in  opposing  the  measure  of  the 
noble  Lord,  up  to  the  moment  that  this 
explanation  was  made.  As  the  power 
which  the  local  Magistrates  possessed  of 
makingappointmentswas  to  be  taken  away 
by  this  Bill,  and  the  in  specters- general,  in 
whom  all  parties  placed  the  most  unequi-  - 
vocal  confidence,  to  be  removed,  their  op- 
position  to  the  measure  was  grounded  upon 
the  apprehension,  justly,  he  would  say, 
formed  from  these  circumstances,  that  this 
indication  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's 
Government  in  Ireland  would  have  been 
followed  up  by  the  appointment  of  parti- 
sans of  its  own,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
this  measure  into  effect.  One  of  the  reasons 
for  his  so  thinking  had  been  adverted  to  by 
the  hon. andlcamed  Member  for  Dublin, hut 
as  he  (Colonel  Perceval)  was  anxious  lo 
prevent  any  further  pique  upon  thesubject, 
and  was  also  desirous  of  allowing  the 
feelings  of  both  parties  to  be  directed  to  the 
improvement  of  the  Bill,  with  el  view  to 
render  it  as  beneficial  a  measure  as  possible 
to  all  portions  of  the  community — he 
would  not  now  more  particularly  allude  to 
his  reasons  of  objectitm  than  by  merely 
asking  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  whether  it  was  his  intention  to 
introduce  a  Clause  authorising  his  Majesty's 
Government  to  grant  a  retiring  allowance 
to  the  Inspectors-General  fur  Ireland, 
commensurate  with  the  senices  thry  had 
rendered.  He  alluded  pnrlicularly,  to  the 
hiBptTtor-Geneml  who  had  been  ut  the 
head  of  the  police  department  for  such  a 
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themwitlioiit  provocation,  and  drove  them 
into  alabe'-inlo  vhich,  as  fast  as  they 
endeavoured  to  release  themselves,  they 
were  again  pushed.  Possessing  property 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  that  town,  he 
did  not  think  such  an  occurrence  was 
likely  to  take  place  without  its  having  come 
to  his  knowledge;  hut  he  could  quote 
better  authority  than  hi«  own  for  doubting 
the  accuracy  of  the  hon.  Member's  infor- 
mation— bis  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Monaghan,  authorised  him  (Colonel  Ver- 
ner)  to  say,  that  until  this  moment  he 
never  heard  of  the  transaction  alluded  to 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Meath,  or  that 
any  outrage  bad  been  committed  at  Bally- 
bay,  Euch  as  had  been  stated  by  the  hon. 
Member.  He  felt  that  in  justice  to  the 
Magistrates  of  the  province  of  Ulster,  he 
ought  not  to  sit  down  without  repiyiog  to 
an  observation  made  hy  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  the  city  of  Dublin,  charging 
them,  by  the  name  of  Orange  Magistrates, 
with  having  appointed  or  norainated  im- 
proper persons  to  the  constabulary  force  of 
that  district.  One  fact  which  he  (Colonel 
Vemer)  should  state  to  the  House  would 
be  a  Bufficieut  refutation  of  this  assertion. 
The  province  of  Ulster  was  in  paint  of  ex- 
tent and  in  point  of  population  greater 
than  any  other  in  Ireland,  notwithstanding 
that  its  constabulary  force  was  less  by  up- 
wards of  200  men  than  that  of  the  smallest 
province  in  that  country.  In  another  pro- 
vince that  force  was  more  than  double  that 
of  Ulster.  But  what  was  most  remarkable 
the  number  of  men  belonging  to  the  police 
in  one  southern  county  exceeded  those  of 
the  nine  northern  counties  united.  This 
spoke  volumes,  not  only  as  to  thti  good 
conduct  and  character  of  the  men,  but  as  to 
the  peaceful  state  of  the  province.  Now, 
he  should  only  mention  one  circumstance 
more  upon  the  part  of  this  body.*  When  it 
became  necessary,  in  consequence  of  re- 
newed disturbances  in  a  southern  county, 
that  an  augmentation  should  be  made  to 
the  force  in  that  part,  from  whom  was  the 
draft  taken  ?  from  Armagh.  And  what 
were  the  instructions  issued  to  the  chief 
-  constable  of  police  ?  To  send  good  men. 
He  leil  to  hon.  MemhcTB  acquainted  with 
the  character  of  the  police  of  Ulster  to 
put  their  own  construction  upon  that 
order. 

Mr.  Finn  complained  that  the  system 
of  favouritism  U>  Orangemen  in  Ireland 
had  gone  so  far  under  the  old  police 
■ystem  as  to  allow  persons  who  bed 
committed  anon  and  murder  to  escape. 


Mr.  Shavi,  in  explanation,  b^^  to  ray, 
in  reference  to  the  number  of  Roman 
Catholics  amongst  the  newly-appointed 
Crown  Solicitors,  that  be  had  abstained 
from  making  a  remark  on  the  subject  so 
long  as  the  fact  rested  on  mere  report  or 
newspaper  authority ;  but  be  bad  spoken 
on  the  authority  of  a  letter  he  then  held  in 
bis  band,  from  a  Gentleman,  a  friend  of  bis 
own,  of  the  highest  character  and  station, 
who  had  assured  him  of  the  correctness  of 
the  statement,  and  since  be  had  bef(;re 
spoken  on  the  subject  that  evening,  he  hod 
written  to  that  Gentleman  to  request  he 
would  furnish  bim  with  the  particulars  of 
the  case. 

Mr.  Barron  said,  that  for  many  yean  it 
bad  been  the  policy  of  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment not  to  appoint  Roman  Catholics  to  any 
official  situation,  so  that  no  apology  would 
be  due  from  the  present  Government,  even 
if  every  one  of  the  appointments  which 
had  been  referred  (to  were  of  Roman 
Catholi>».  But  the  accusation  which  had 
been  brought  forward  against  the  Govern- 
ment this  night  appeared  to  be  totally 
false  and  unfounded.  He  rejoiced  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  had  given  his 
support  to  the  principle  of  this  Bill.  The 
testimony  borne  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  its  favour  would  go  a  great  way 
with  all  men,  both  in  and  out  of  this 
House,  and  ho  hoped  it  would  also  go  a 
great  way  with  noble  personages  in  another 
place,  and  be  the  means  of  the  Bill  hc< 
coming  the  law  of  the  land.  He  sincerely 
trusted  that  the  Government  would  go  on 
day  after  day,  and  session  after  session,  to 
assimilate  the  law  in  the  two  countries  un- 
til Ireland,  now  torn  to  pieces  by  contend- 
ing parties,  should  become  peaceable,  pro». 
perous,  and  happy.  He  only  regretted  that 
the  right  bon.  Baronet,  who  had  been  so 
many  years  in  power,  had  not  seen  the  ne- 
cessity of  making  thu  great  reform  until 
now,  when  it  emanated  from  other  parties. 
He  was  sure,  however,  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet's  enlightened  mind  must  long  since 
have  felt  the  necessity  of  such  a  change ; 
but  he  was  unfortunately  tramnKlled  and 
held  in  bondage  when  in  that  country  by 
the  party  now  sitting  beside  and  around  bim. 
He  was  now  out  of  power,  and  they  had 
his  admission  that  such  a  change  was 
absolutely  required,  and  he  (Mr.  Barron) 
congratulated  the  House  and  the  country 
upon  the  likelihood  of  the  constabulary  law 
in  Ireland  at  length  becoming  what  it  ought 
always  to  have  been. 

Mr.  frtV/fdniifocAe  supported  the  Bill,  and 
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said  thst  the  recent  appointments  in  Lime- 
rick had  given  fccncralsatbfaction. 

Sir  Itmert  Peel  wished  to  say  one  word 
in  reference  to  what  had   fallen   from   t' 
hon.     Member    for   Waterford,    ailhoU' 
&   more  convenient  opportunity  would 
uQbrdcd   liim  to  enter  upon  the  question 
fully  on  the  Mcond  reading  of  the    Bill. 
Supposing  he  (Sir  Robert  I'eel)  was  taking 
a  different  course  from  what  he  did  in  1814, 
still  if  a  change  of  circumstances  and  sul 
Fcqufnt  experience  led  him  to  think  that 
different  course  was  desirable,  he  should, 
without  the  least  apprehcnMon  of  unj' charge 
of  inconsistency,  adopt  that  filtered  course. 
The  question   was  not,  whether  a   public 
matt  changed  his  views,  but  whether  ther 
was  any  interested  motive  fur  such  a  changf 
the  change  might  be 
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censured ;  but  if  there  was  not,  then  he 
must  say  he  could  not  feel  the  force 
satire  which  the  hon.  Gentlemi 
directed  against  liim,  for  having  (suppose 
he  had),  after  a  lapse  of  yeara,  more  extend- 
ed experience,  and  subsequent  consideration, 
changed  his  opinion  as  to  the  policy  beat 
to  be  adopted.  That  was  what  he  should 
feci  supposing  the  charge  of  inconsistency 
applied  to  him.  But  he  thought,  while  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  speaking,  that  he  was 
not  subject  to  that  charge.  To  the  best  nf 
his  recollection,  the  principle  of  the  Act 
which  he  (Sir  Rohert  Peel)  introduced  on 
this  subject  in  1614,  expressly  gave  to  the 
Lord -lieu  tenant  of  Ireland  the  power  of 
these  appointments.  He  was  not  respnn- 
sihle  fur  the  subsecjuent  Acis  tliat  weru 
passed  ;  but  the  principle  of  the  Act  which 
he  inlmduced  was  precisely  the  same  as 
that  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  noble 
Lord.  He  confessed  his  confidence  in  the 
Bill  nuuld  have  been  greatly  shaken,  unless 
it    preserved    to    the   Lord-lieu  tenant    the 

Eower  of  appointing  persons  to  the  consto- 
nlary  force,  and  also  the  power  of  removal. 
Those  powers  had  been  given  by  the  Gill 
be  himself  introduced ;  and  he  saw  by  the 
report  that  some  of  the  constables  went 
under  the  designation  of  "  Peelers,"  which 
confirmed  him  in  the  recollection  of  the 
nature  of  his  Bill,  showing  that  they  mii« 
have  owed  their  appointments  to  him,  and 
not  to  the  magistrates. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

Recobh  CoMMtssioH.]  Mr.  C/iarles 
Biil/er'  rose  for  the  purpose  of  moving 
that  a  -Select  Ctmimittcc  be  appointed  to 


*  Reprinted  from  a  correcieJ  Bepnri. 


inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  Commi«> 
sioners  of  Public  Records,  and  into  the 
present  state  of  the  Public  Records.  The 
hon.  Member  said,  that  when  he  had 
laid  before  the  House  a  few  of  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  history  of  the 
Commiiiaion  which  formed  the  subject  of 
the  present  raotiooj  and  when  he  called 
their  attention  to  the  state  of  the  Records 
of  this  kingdom,  and  to  the  great  amount 
of  public  money  which  bad  been  expended 
by  the  Commissioners,  he  felt  not  the  least 
doubt  that  the  House  would  agree  with 
him  as  to  the  necessity  of  an  immediate 
and  careful  investigation  of  the  whole  mat- 
ter; and  it  therefore  might  be  presumed 
thst  the  appointment  of  the  Committee  for 
which  he  sought  would,  without  difEculty, 
be  iicceded  to. 

The  Public  Records,  he  presumed  it  was 
quite  unnecessary  for  him  to  remind  the 
House,  were,  whether  they  respected  pri- 
vate property,  or  the  means  of  authentic 
history,  of  extreme  value.  Of  the  first 
class  were  ell  grants,  leases,  and  convey- 
ances by  the  Crown  to  individuals  or  corpo- 
rate bodies;  of  the  second  were  ancient 
records,  treaties,  and  public  or  national 
compacts,  However  carefully  these  might 
be  treasured  up,  fbey  were,  of  course,  of 
pcrialiable  materials;  and  it  had  been  de- 
lermined  by  the  Legislature  that  the  sub- 
ject of  their  preservation,  custody,  and  per- 
jwtuation  should  be  referred  to  Commis- 
sioners. The  Commission  had  sat  now 
many  years,  and  was  established  in  conse- 
quence of  an  address  from  the  House  of 
Commons  in  the  year  1800.  The  annual 
grunts  to  the  Commissioners  had  varied 
from  5,000/.  to  20,000/.  Small  as  the  annual 
amount  was,  yet  the  House  would  certainly 
think  it  a  matter  worthy  of  being  inquired 
into,  when  they  found  that  since  the  form- 
atiun  of  the  Commission  about  4U0,0OOJ^ 
had  been  voted  by  Parliament  towards  iti 
expenditure.  But  that  had  not  been  the 
sole  expense  the  countir  had  been  put  to 
on  account  of  the  Public  Records  during 
that  period.  The  keepers  of  the  princip^ 
offices  were  paid  by  Government ;  and  it 
was  supposed  that,  including  the  expenses 
of  the  Irish  Commmissioners,  the  whole 
amount  bestowed  on  the  Public  Records 
was  not  less  than  600,000/.  or  700,000/. 
Besides  this  enormous  expenditure,  it  now 
appeared  that  this  Commission  was  actually 
'  debt  to  the  amount  of  20,000/.  It  was 
obvious  to  a  common  observer  that  a  con- 
siJeruble  portion  of  this  e\|iense  had  been 
unnecessarily,  if  not  blamsbly,  iocuired  bj 
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the  CommigsiuDers,  wlio  seemed,  in  most 
instancea,  to  have  lost  sight  of  the  obji 
which  had  octo^loned  their  appointmeiiL 
Of  one  thing  they  had,  however,  been  very 
laudably  tenacious ;  and  that  was,  to  take 
all  possible  pains  to  render  themselves  gene. 
rally  known  to  Eill  the  countries,  and  in 
almost  all  the  languages,  of  Europe.  A 
portion  of  the  public  money  intrusted  to 
the  Comaiissioners  had  been  devoted  to 
publishing  in  the  various  languages  of 
Europe  an  account  of  the  nature  uf  the 
Commission,  and  a  full  detail  of  the  namen 
and  titles  of  the  Commissioners.  He  held 
in  his  band  a  Portuguete  pamphlet  on  tlie 
■ubject,  in  which  the  names  of  the  Com- 
missioners were  given,  no  doubt  in  th( 
purest  Portuguese.  The  right  hnn.  Member 
for  Montgomery  (Mr.  WiUiams  Wynn)  was 
designated  "  O  muito  nobre  Carlos  Waikins 
Williams  Wynn."  The  hon.  baronet,  the 
Member  for  Oxford,  had  a  most  romantic 
title,  "  Sir  Roberto  Harry  Inglia."  That 
was  one  of  the  trays  in  which  the  public 
money  was  spent — making  the  style  and 
title  of  the  CommiKsioners  known  idl  over 
Europe,  from  Lisbon  to  Hamburgh,  Even 
the  Secretary  to  the  Commission  is  immor- 
talized in  the  printed  proceedings  of  the 
Board,  as  "  Viro  illustri,  excellentissimo, 
clarissimo,  doctissimo  C,  P.  Coopero  equiti 
Anglo." 

The  principal  objects  of  the  ComTnission 
were  the  care  of  the  Records,  their  pre- 
servation, and  perpetuation  by  means  of 
transcription  of  such  as  had  become  nearly 
defaced  by  time  or  accident.  How  Ihexe 
objects  were  provided  for  he  should  briefly 
state  to  the  House.  He  need  scarcely  inform 
the  House  that  the  Public  Records  were 
of  gre^i  importance  to  suitors  in  the  courts 
of  Law  and  Equity,  and  were  also  of  great 
public  importance,  as  forming  the  genuine 
materials  of  the  history  of  England.  In 
this  point  of  view,  he  should  not  of  course 
be  otherwise  than  the  advocate  of  liberal 
expenditure,  provided  it  were  directed,  and 
efficiently  directed,  to  the  proper  objects. 
The  first  great  object  was,  that  those  Re- 
cords should  he  kept  in  a  convenient  place, 
in  security,andeood arrangement;  the  next 
that  there  should  be  proper  calendars  and 
indexes ;  the  third,  that  all  Records  which 
were  in  any  danger  of  perishing,  should  be 
transcribed ;  and  in  cases  where  printing 
happened  to  be  not  too  expensive,  that  such 
Records  should  be  printed.  He  had  every 
reason  to  belisve  that,  if  the  Committee 
were  granted  him,  be  would  make  it 
•ppew  tbst  the  Conmuuloiien  bad  neg- 
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lected  the  principal  of  tho.sc  duties.  It 
appeared  by  the  last  Pariiumentary  returns 
erf"  the  Commiisiaticrs'  expenditure,  that 
only  1,500'.  had  been  spent  on  what  he 
would  call  the  most  important  object  for 
which  thcj-  were  appointed,  namely,  on  the 
arrangement  uf  the  Records.  What  was  the 
present  state  of  those  important  documents  ? 
Considering  that  the  object  of  the  Commis- 
sion was  the  preservation  of  ihe  Records,  and 
the  affording  easy  accessibility  to  them,  the 
method  in  which  the  Records  were  kept 
was  perfectly  scandalous.  Thsy  were  scat- 
tered about  in  eight  or  ten  different  offices, 
in  different  parts  of  the  town.  Those  al 
Somerset-!  10 use  were  in  underground  vaults, 
where  the  light  of  the  f^un  never  penetrated. 
Fires  were  lighted  in  these  vaults  for  the 
purpose  of  di-pelling  the  damp  :  and  the 
result  was.  thut  the  Records  were  alternately 
damp  and  dry,  the  destructive  efiects  of 
which  changes  he  need  hardly  point  out : 
he  feared  they  might  have  operated  exten- 
sively already.  A  very  picturesque  descrip- 
tion had  been  given  in  a  report  of  noma 
stalactite  found  in  one  of  these  vaults  by 
the  hon.  Baruiict  (Sir  R.  Inglis) ;  stalactites 
were  interesting  objects  to  the  geologist, 
but  a  Record-offii'e  was  an  iuappropriate 
place  for  their  growth.  Mr.  Illingworth, 
who  was  very  familiar  with  these  Records 
and  their  aituiition,  staled  in  a  letter  that 
he  was  afraid  to  touch  them,  on  account  of 
their  dampness,  lest  he  should  catch  the 
rheumatism  in  his  hand.  In  these  same 
vaults  the  Records  were  placed  so  high  on 
shelves,  some  sticking  out  like  boit^e^,  that 
a  ladder  must  be  obtained  to  reach  them ; 
and  then  there  was  the  chnnce  of  falling 
from  the  top  with  the  roil  upon  the  adven- 
turous individual  whomode  the, experiment: 
no  very  pleasant  predicament.  Surely,  no- 
thing could  be  more  evident  than  that  the 
public  Records  of  a  nation  ought  not  to  be 
left  in  such  circumstances,  but  should  be 
placcdincommodiousandsuitableapartmenls 
in  nccetisibic  situations,  and  under  u  perfect 
system  of  arrangement.  As  to  the  miscel- 
laneous Records  Intely  at  the  Mews,  and 
now  at  Carltim-ride,  the  method  of'ki'i'ping 
tliem  was  most  ridicubius.  They  did  not 
talk  there  of  liouks,  and  manuscripts,  and 
ntlls.  like  other  people ;  but  tbi'y  dusctibed 
the  Records  by  sacks  and  bushels.  They 
would  tell  you  that  they  had  six  hundred 
and  fifty  sacks  of  Records,  containing  eii'ht 
bushels  each.  The  Commission  had  begun 
some  little  good  here  ;  which,  being  good, 
was  mysteriously  suspended.  The  papers 
wen  sorted  by  yean  in  nulu ;  so  that  if 
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you  wanted  a  (document  for  bucIi  a  year, 
you  went  to  such  a  saclc.  The  Recordg  to 
which  he  was  now  alluding,  bad  previously 
been  kept,  aa  the  House  might  rememWr, 
in  the  temporary  sheds  which  till  lately 
stood  in  Westminster-ball. 

One  of  the  fittest  objects  of  tlie  CommiS' 
sion  would  hsve  been  to  provide  a  proper 
repository  for  the  reception  of  the  Records. 
He  had  seen  a  very  fair  eBtimate  for  a 
building,  but  no  repository  had  heen  built. 
The  money  spent  in  temporary  buildings 
and  removals  would  have  gone  a  areat  way 
towards  realising  this  object.  X'he  sura 
actually  expended  in  fitting  tip  the  vaults 
of  Somerect-house  was  16,000/.  j  and  the 
various  niigrations  of  the  Recoids  from  the 
old  buildings  in  Westminster- hall  to  tbc 
King's-mews  and  Carl  ton- terrace,  had  cost 
1S,O00f.;  BO  that  these  two  sums,  making 
38,000/.,  would  have  formed  a  fund  suffi- 
cient to  build  a  very  good  Record- office. 

Another  object,  of  course,  of  great  im- 
portance was,  that  these  Records  should  be 
safe.  Ever  since  1 732,  it  had  been  reported 
to  the  House  of  Commons  that  there  were  a 
brewhouse  and  washhouse  at  the  heck  of 
the  Chapter-bouse,  where  the  Records  were 
kept,  and  by  which  the  safety  of  the  Chap- 
ter-house was  greatly  endangered  by  fire. 
In  1800  this  brewhouse  and  this  washbouse 
were  again  reported  as  dangeroui;.  In  181() 
this  brewhouse  and  washbouse  again  at- 
tracted the  serious  notice  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. In  1831  it  was  thought  expedient 
to  send  a  deputation  to  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  WestmioBter,  and  to  request  big 
Majesty's  Surveyor- general  to  report  upon 
the  perils  of  this  brewhouse  and  washbouse. 
and  endeavour  to  get  the  Dean  and  Chapter 
to  pull  them  down.  But  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  asserted  the  vested  rights  of  the 
Church,  and  no  redress  was  obtained  against 
the  brewhouse  and  washbouse.  In  1833 
another  expedition,  beaded  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  opposite,  was  made  to  the  Chapter- 
house, but  tbc  right  hon.  Baronet,  desiring 
not  to  come  into  collision  with  the  Church, 
omitted  all  mention  of  the  brewhouse  and 
washbouse.  And  thus  the  attention  of  the 
Commissioners  bad  been  constantly  directed 
to  this  eternal  brewhouse  and  clemal  wash- 
house  without  any  avail.  There  they  still  re- 
main as  a  monument  of  the  inefhciency  of 
the  Com miasi oners,  and  of  the  great  power 
and  pertinacity  of  the  Church  of  this  coun- 
try. It  seemed,  however,  to  him  (Mr.  C 
Buller)  that  the  hon.  Baronet  bad  not 
consistently  exhibited  that  attachment  to 
the  Church  nUch  the  world  gave  hio  credit 


for,  OS  in  18S3  it  was  reported  that  the 
Records  in  the  Augmentation -office  (in 
which  the  great  bulk  of  the  Records  relat- 
ing to  the  Church  were  deposited)  were  in 
great  danger  from  fire.  The  praiseworthy 
efforts  of  Mr.  Protheroe  to  reform  the  con- 
dition of  the  Augmentation -office,  and  espe- 
cially his  representations  of  the  dangers 
likely  to  arise  from  fire,  were  practically 
disregarded,  though  the  burning  of  the 
Houses  of  Parliament,  which  occurred  since, 
bore  ample  testimony  to  the  value  of  his 
suggesiiona.  The  result  of  not  attending 
to  his  advice  was,  that  the  Records  at  that 
period  were  all  thAiwn  out  of  the  windows, 
to  be  preserved  from  the  ravages  of  fire 
by  the  mire  of  Palace-yard,  and  soaked  by 
water  from  the  firemaius.  He  had  heard 
that  the  Records  made  admirable  rat-traps. 
It  WBS  astonishing  the  quantity  of  remainr 
of  rats  which  were  found  amongst  the  Re- 
cords. On  one  occasion  the  skeleton  of  a 
cat  bad  heen  found  amongst  them.  Evi- 
dence loo  appeared,  that  the  Public  Records 
had  iierred  a  better  purpose  than  rat-traps. 
The  Public  Records  had  been  boiled  down 
for  glue,  and  the  cleaner  and  better  sort 
had  been  converted  into  jellies  by  the  con- 
fectioners. He  had  heard,  too,  that  the  em- 
bezzlement of  Records  had  been  carried  to 
a  Eerious  extent,  and  that  at  the  sale  of  a 
deceased  virtuoso  a  lot  of  this  kind  fetched 
above  600/.  They  were  also  to  be  found, 
as  matters  of  course,  in  curiosity-Bbopi; 
through  the  town.  The  disorderly  course 
of  keeping  the  Records  in  large  masses 
scattered  on  tables,  amonggt  which  it  was 
necessary  to  hunt  for  any  specific  document, 
might  perhaps  be  accounted  for  by  the 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  the  searchers 
were  paid  by  the  time  spent  in  these  hunt- 
ing matches.  An  attempt  was  made  to 
arrange  the  Records  in  the  Augmentation- 
office  by  the  late  Secretary,  who  bound 
those  of  similar  sixes  together  without  re- 
gard to  subject  or  date — leases,  grants,  and 
rentals,  oltogeiher — of  which  an  index  of 
contents,  compiled  at  the  public  expense, 
was  kept  by  the  Secretary  at  Spaficlds, 
where  it  could  be  consulted  on  payment  of 
a  fee  ;  but,  owing  to  the  imperfection  of 
this  arrangement,  three  days  had  been  fre- 
quently spent,  with  the  help  of  thia  index, 
hunting  for  a  single  class  of  documents. 
This  was  not  at  all  surprising,  for  he  found 
one  volume  labelled  "  Rentah"  which  con- 
tained seventeen  sorts  of  Records,  yet  not 
a  single  one  of  that  class. 

The  Commisriuners  were  especially  ex- 
pected to  re|wrt  on  the  subject  of  fees,  it 
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matta  of  gnai  import,  which  >tiU  lay  quite 
n^Iected,  though  Sir  Harris  Nicolu  bad, 
in  hi<  TBluable  work,  exposed  the  enormity 
tjf  the  prevailing  practice.  It  appeared 
that  any  one  wishing  to  look  at  a  single 
record  must  pay  l6s.  8d.;  if  a  transcript 
were  taken,  additional  fees  were  required ; 
if  a  full  copj,  higher  still.  A  general 
search  cost  five  guineas ;  and  in  the  RoIIh' 
Chftpcl  even  eight  guiueu  is  not  ap  unuiual 
efaarge.  There  they  would  not  allow  a 
copy  of  part  of  a  document  to  be  made  or 
examined  by  an  applicant.  A  person 
wanted  a  few  lines  M  a  particular  instru- 
ment transcribed,  and  applied  to  be  per- 
mitted to  Gtq>7  tbem  himself.  He  waa  told 
be  must,  to  obtain  them,  order  an  office- 
copy  of  the  entire  record,  the  expense  of 
which  would  be  140  guineas;  and  this 
abuse  was  yet  unreformed.  Again,  if  a 
document  was  required  in  a  Court  of  Law, 
a  guinea  per  day  was  charged  for  bringing 
it  from  the  Tower ;  if  ten  records  were  re- 
quired at  once,  ten  guineas  were  cheiged ; 
and  so  on.  I'he  enect  of  this  might  he 
estimated  from  the  fact  that  in  a  single  caxe 
instituted  to  try  the  right  to  the  Barony  of 
Stafford,  the  charge  was  eighty  guineas. 
In  this  case  the  sum  of  eighty  guineas  was 
paid  for  taking  certain  rolls  from  the 
Tower  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and,  as  (he 
House  did  not  sit  that  day,  tbey  went  back 
azain,  to  he  produced  on  other  occasions, 
with  other  payments  of  fees. 

As  he  had  already  said,  the  great  object 
which  the  Commissioners  ought  to  hold  in 
viewshould  beta  make  those  Records  acces- 
sible for  puiposes  connected  with  the  history 
of  the  country ;  to  have  them  well  and 
GVefuIly  arranged,  with  gpoA  indexes,  so  as 
tliat  all  learned  men  might  enjoy  easy  access 
to  them ;  to  have  them  so  deposited  as  that 
there  should  be  no  injury  from  damp,  and 
no  danoer  from  fire.  But  the  preservalion 
of  the  fiecords  seemed  to  be  entirely  neg- 
lected in  the  eagerness  of  the  Commisaoners 
to  print  certain  costly  works,  and  in  re- 
printing of  essays.  Amongst  the  works  of 
the  pteaent  Commissioners  was  a  supplement 
to  the  "Valor  Eccktiasiicut,"  a  work 
given  to  the  public  as  completing  the  pre- 
viously published  volumes.  In  less  than 
a  month  after  this  publication  appeared, 
fresh  supplementary  matter  was  Kiund  in 
■uffident  quantity  to  make  another  volume. 
He  held  in  his  hand  a  volume,  entitled 
"  Raluli  Selrcti,"  as  a  specimen  of  the 
■Gcuraqr  of  tbe  preKnt  Commisuon's  editor- 
■bip.  The  work  contained  a  patent  roll 
twice  priatod  by  the  preieat  CommisKOD, 


and  other  roUs  of  Henry  Srd.,  transcripts  of 
which  were  twice  made  at  the  public  ex- 
pense. In  this  work  there  were  more  mis. 
takes  than  might  be  expected  to  occur  in 
proof-sheets  sent  to  an  author  for  correction. 
Those  blunders  were  not  only  numerous,  but 
somehow  always  occurred  in  the  most  im- 
portant words.  Thus  in  one  place  it  ought 
to  have  stated  that  a  certain  payment  was 
made  to  the  king,  but  the  word  "  king" 
was  left  out,  and  it  therefore  became  im- 
possible to  say  to  whom  the  payment  was 
made;  then,  certain  ladies  were  mentioned 
who  were  heiresses  of  some  persoDj  hut  the 
word  "heiresses"  was  omitted.  In  one 
publication  by  the  old  Commission,  the 
transcript  called  "  Tesia  de  Nex'illf!',  there 
were  120  variations  from  the  original  roll  in 
twenty- two  lines.  And  what  made  this  neg. 
ligcnce  the  more  alarming  was,  the  announce- 
ment in  a  printed  work  of  the  pieseat 
Comaiissioners,  that  it  was  intended  to 
apply  fur  an  Act  to  make  this  correct  and 
authentic  copy  a  sufficient  proof  in  Courts 
of  Law.  The  CommiNsion  was  enjoined  to 
print  the  "  more  valuable  and  ancient  of 
the  Records,"  and  yet  they  had  expended 
634/.  on  reprinting  Sir  Henry  Ellis's  In- 
troduction to  Doomsday; — 300^.  having 
been  paid  for  the  editorship  of  the  two 
octavo  volumes  to  that  gentleman.  Then 
there  was  an  "  Account  of  the  Public  Re- 
cords," printed  at  the  public  cost,  and 
appearing  as  a  private  work,  without  the 
title  anddignity  of  the  Commission  attached 
thereto.  Another  work  printed,  and  not 
an  "  ancient  record,"  was  a  "  Prt^Mual  for 
building  a  Record-office,  and  Judges'  cham- 
bers." Another  work,  not  an  "  ancient 
Record,"  was  an  Essay  reprinted  from  the 
Quarterly  Review.  Another  work  tvas  a 
Report  on  the  Chancery  Proceedings.  Such 
was  the  curiosity  and  value  of  this  work, 
that  it  was  presented  as  a  beautiful  specimen 
of  typography,  printed  in  red  and  black 
letter,  and  the  name  and  stylo  of  every 
Commissioner  was  printed  in  his  own  copy. 
These  items  reminded  him  {Mr.  Duller)  of 
the  celebrity  which  the  Irbh  Commission 
had  obtained  in  printing. 

In  the  Irish  Record  ComraisBiun  some 
surprise  was  expressed  at  seeing  a  charge 
for  the  collection  of  ancient  and  valuable 
works  in  England  by  Mr.  Rowley  Lascetleg, 
It  appeared,  on  applying  to  that  gentleman 
for  an  explanation,  he  had  (on  a  quarrel 
amongst  the  Irish  Commissioners]  been 
deputed  to  select  materials  at  this  side  of 
the  water,  and  certainly  he  had  brought 
together  aome  "ancient  Md  valuable  re* 
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corda,"  amongst  which  appeared  a  pamphlet 
of  Mr.  Craker'son  tlie  state  of  Ireland,  aad 
Mr.  Tbomaa  Moore's  "  Captain  Rock," 

Another  complaint  against  the  Commis- 
aion  arose  from  their  proceedinp;s  on  the 
Continent.  He  thought  the  Commissioners 
had  rather  gone  outof  their  waf  in  sending 
to  Belgium  to  procure  the  copy  of  a  docu- 
ment which  WHS  itself  a  copj'  of  an  original 
Record  existing  in  the  Tower  of  London, 
and  could  not  understand  how  thej  could 
find  occupation   for  similar  embassies 


{COMMONS}  Record  Commiuion.  560 

Mr.  Willianu  Wynn  said,  the  publications 
alluded  to  by  the  lion.  Member  had,  under 
the  sanction  of  Parliament,  been  distributed 
to  the  Members  of  both  Houses,  who  had 
been  themselves  to  blame  if  they  sufiered 
the  Commissioners  to  pursue  an  erroneous 
system  so  long,  yearly  reports  of  their  ex- 
penditure and  progress  having  been  regu- 
larly laid  before  them.  He  was  himself  a 
member  of  the  Commission,  and  he  knew 
that  the  Commissioners  had  frequently  laid 
before  Parliament  their  opinion  of  the 


Germany,'  Portugal,    Russia,   Italy,    &c.,     cessity  of  building  a  new  Record  Office, 
except  to  fumiah  a  justification  for  expend-  [  They  had  not  authority  to  build  any  office, 
.        1    .  ....  ,        .  or  to  remove  the  Records  any  where.     He 

was  prepared  to  take  his  share  of  the  re- 
sponsibility of  having  a  plan  made  for  re- 

^ ^      moving   those   shelves,   and   enlarging  the 

such  an  expensive  j  building.     The  hon.  Member  who  brought 
present  sent  to  '  forward  this   Motion   was  wholly  r-= — 


ing  5,000^.  in  making  themselves  known. 
He  also  saw  an  item  of  1,500/.  for  books, 
and  was  rather  surprised  that  the  Commis- 
rioners  should  think  it  necessary  to  gratify 
contioentft!  curiosity 
rate  as  was  indicated 


Manas-  \  formed  as  to  the  Portuguese  work  of  which 
I  above    he  had  spoken.     He  could  only  say,  as  one 


e  learned  individual,  Dugdale's  ' 
tiean, '  a  work  which  originally  c 

100  guineas.  He  thought  the  system  very  of  the  Commissiouers,  that  he  never  saw  o\ 
unwise  and  dangerous  which  placed  1 0,000/.  i  heard  uf  such  a  work  ;  and,  as  to  the  book 
s-year  at  the  entire  disposal  of  a  secretary  j  published  by  Mr.  Cooper,  that  publication 
to  pay  away  at  his  discretion,  without  any  j  took  place  solely  at  Mr.  Cooper's  own  ex- 
order  from  the  Commissioners ;  which  was  '  pense,  and  not  at  the  expense  of  the  Com- 
the  system  until  lately.  Things  had  gone  \  mission.  The  hon.  Member  should,  there- 
on in  this  way  for  thirty-six  years,  notwith-  :  fore,  have  informed  himself  better  on  this 
■landing  the  representations  of  Mr.  Prothe-    point  before  he  made  his  statement.     The 


a  Con 


reform  the  public  was  much  indebted  ;  anc 
it  was  only  when  a  Parliamentary  inquirj 
WAS  talked  of  that  any  reform  was  percep. 
tible. 

He  decidedly  objected 
uf  the  Commission.  It  was  sam,  m  its  de- 
fence, that  it  was  composed  of  men  of  high 
honour  and  respectability ;  but  it  was  well 
known  that  individuals  of  such  character 
.  were  not  so  remarkable  for  conducting 
business  well  as  for  leaving  it  to  be  done  by 
others. 

In  conclusion,  this  Commission  had  ex- 
pended a  large  portion  of  the  public  money, 
and  was  now  deeply  in  debt.  It  could  not 
show  that  it  had  done  -anything  towrTtls 
having  the  Records  of  the  country  well 
ircll  housed,  or  more  accessible  to 
ic;  it  could  not  show  that  it 
had  done  anything  towards  roducing  the 
fees;  it  could  not  show  that  it  had 
done  anything  townrds  rendering  the  Re- 
cords available  by  means  of  good  calendars 
or  indices;  but  it  coutd  show  that  their 
money  had  been  expended  in  very  useless 
and  imperfect  works.  It  was  Ibr  the.ie 
reasons  that  he  nsked  the  House  for,  and  it 
was  on  these  reasons  that  be  thought  they 
would  grant,  the  Select  Comnuttce. 


having   i 
lodged,  1 


Commission,  lie  believed,  was  first  sug- 
gested many  years  ago  by  Lord  Bexley,  hut 
not  carried  into  efiect  fully  until  a  much 
more  recent  period,  under  the  present  Com- 
I  missioners.  Without  at  all  including  him- 
the  constitution  |  self,  he  believed  there  were  men  upon  the 
1  said,  in  its  de-  i  Commission  whose  names  were  a  sufficing- 
guarantee  fur  adopting  the  best  means  to 
accomplish  the  object  for  which  they  had 
been  appointed.  Sir  James  Mackintosh, 
Mr.  Hallam,  and  Mr.  Allen  were  on  the 
Commission,  and  the  late  Earl  Spencer  and 
Mr.  Dundas,  the  Lord  Register  of  Scot- 
land, were  constant  attendants  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Commissioners.  These  were 
Gentlemen  who  devoted  all  their  attention 
to  the  subject,  and  who  could  not  fail  to 
bring  about  a  very  satisfactory  result.  With 
respect  to  the  fees  charged,  the  Commis- 
sioners hod  nothing  to  do  with  them ;  hut 
be  must  say,  that  he  had  never  heard  of  any 
abuse  on  the  part  of  those  who  were  entitled 
to  those  fees. 

Mr.  JermM  was  glad  that  his  hon.  Friend 
near  him  had  brought  this  subject  before 
the  House,  because  it  was  clear  that  there 
was  something  going  on  of  which  the 
Commissioners  knew  nothing.  Tbo  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opporite  (Mr.  Wynn),  al' 
though  lie  was  one  of  the  Contmimonerai 
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had  that  night  tuted  that  Mr.  Coopei' 
book  was  not  published  at  the  espenie  of 
the  Conimiuion,  whereas  it  appeared  dis- 
tinctly, b^  a  return  made  to  that  House  on 
the  13th  of  AugUit,  18SS,  that  the  book 
yraa  published  at  the  sole  expense,  and 
under  the  authority,  of  the  Boud  of  Com- 
misnonen.  The  heavy  fees  demanded  for 
inspecting  those  Records  were  a  Brievaus 
injustice  and  oppcesnon  on  the  puUic.  He 
could  name  one  striking  instance  of  this 
which  came  under  bis  own  observation  at 
tbe  last  assizes  at  Chester.  On  a  trial, 
wbicb  involved  a  disputed  claim  to  pro- 
perty, it  was  necessary  to  inspect  six  sides 
only  of  a  grant  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  in 
order  to  do  tbisj  the  parties  were  compelled 
to  take  a  copy  of  fifty.six  sides  of  folio 
parchment,    containing    totally    irrelevant 

Sir  Robert  Inglis  said,  that  it  was  rather 
strsnge  that  tbe  hon.  Member  for  Liskeard 
should  take  so  much  pains  tofind  fault  with 
a  Commission  appointed  by  tbe  present  Go- 
vernment, which  he  so  strenuously  sup- 
ported. He  himself  (Sir  R.  Tnglis)  was,  he 
believed,  the  only  Tory  on  tba  Commission. 
The  present  Speaker  was  at  the  head  of  it, 
and  tbe  Commission,  he  believed,  originated 
with  Lord  Brougham.  I'be  accounts,  too, 
which  had  been  complained  of,  were  audited 
by  three  Gentlemen  perfectly  competent  to 
such  a  duty,  namely,  tbe  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Mr.  W.  Brougham,  and  Mr. 
Protheroe.  From  time  to  time  there  had 
served  ou  the  CummissiDn  men  of  sU  others 
the  best  qualified  for  sucb  an  object.  The 
Earl  of  Aberdeen  had  been  once  on  the 
Commission,  and  so  had  Earl  Spencer,  Sir 
James  Mackintosh,  Mr.  Hallam,  and  Mr. 
Allen.  These  were  men  likely  to  know 
what  would  best  promote  the  interest  of  tbe 
ptdession  and  tbe  public.  As  to  removing 
the  Records,  it  bad  been  decided  by  the 
authority  of  one  of  the  Judges  nbo  attended 
on  tbe  Commission  at  the  Speaker's  bouse, 
that  it  was  not  competent  to  the  Commio' 
sioners  to  remove  them  without  an  Act  of 
Parliament. 

Mr.  Hume  suggested  that,  as  all  the  old 
rotten  stores  were  now  selling  off  et  the 
Tower,  which  would  leave  plenty  of  room 
there,  tbe  Records  ought  to  be  removed 
there  as  the  best  and  safest  place  for  their 
preservation. 

Lord  JiAn  RutttU  thought  the  House 
were  indebted  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  for 
bringing  tbe  sub}ect  under  their  notice. 

Mr,  Bainti  would  not  say  that  the  ex- 
peniCi  had  not  been  oonsidentble,  but  tba 
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country  was  deeply  indebted  to  tbe  factlitiea 
which  the  labours  of  the  Commigdoners 
had  given  to  all  persons  who  were  desirmis 
to  obtain  information,  which  it  would  other- 
wise  have  been  very  difficult  to  procure,  on 
the  history,  tbe  laws,  and  the  government 
of  the  country. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  the  Committee 
appointed. 

Divisions  op  tbb  Hovbs.]  Mr.  Ward 
stated  that  he  rose  to  pnoiKiBe  a  number  of  re- 
solutions respecting  divisions  in  tbe  House, 
which  were  founded  on  tbe  report  of  the 
Select  Committee  which  sat  on  tbe  subject 
last  year.  Tbe  object  was,  the  giving  pub- 
licity to  the  nanjes  of  tbe  Members  who 
voted  in  each  division.  He  thought,  as 
well  for  the  sake  of  themselves  as  fur  their 
constituents,  that  hon,  Members  should  be 
prepared  to  give  an  account  of  their  stew- 
ardship, and  to  let  tbe  public  know  how 
they  voted  on  each  occasion.  Undoubtedly, 
the  most  important  part  of  the  business  of 
a  Member  of  that  House  was  voting  in 
conformity  with  tbe  wishes  of  those  who 
had  sent  him  to  represent  them.  Every 
bon.  Gentleman  who  heard  him  was  aware 
that  be  was  subject  to  the  tribunal  of  public 
opinion,  and  each  should  be  prepared  to 
bow  to  it.  What  had  recently  been  al- 
lowed lo  be  done  with  reference  to  the  de- 
bates, ought  equally  to  be  permitted  in  the 
case  of  divisions.  Lists  were  now  pub- 
li^ed  of  the  persons  who  voted,  but  these 
were  constantly  found  to  contain  inaccura- 
cies, and  all  that  was  wished  was,  to  com- 
t»ne  with  the  accuracy  of  the  debates  tbe 
accuracy  of  the  account  of  the  divisions. 
One  could  not  be  perfect  without  the  other. 
It  was  not  sufficient  for  a  consdtuency  to 
know  how  their  representative  spoke,  hut 
they  should  also  be  aware  how  he  voted. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  was  presented 
last  year,  and  it  suggested  a  plan  of  taking 
divisions  by  means  of  double  nominees  ana 
clerks,  and  that  a  second  lobby  should  be 
built.  At  the  su^estion,  however,  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  tbe  matter 
was  postponed  until  this  year,  as  tbe  lobby 
could  not  be  then  conveniently  built.  Tbe 
second  lobby,  however,  was  now  erected, 
and  it  was  only  for  the  House  to  carry  out 
their  own  resolutions,  and  adopt  the  mode  of 
division  recommended  by  the  Committee, 
and  sanctioned  by  the  House  last  year.  The 
first  resolution  that  he  had  to  propose  was, 
that  on  any  division  the  House  should  be 
entirely  cleared,  and  that  tbe  ayes  and  no:i 
should  be  KSt  into  diSerent  lobbiea.    Tb% 
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■econd  molut&m  wu,  that  four  tdlen 
should  be  nomiiiBted  in  each  divisioi),  and 
that  thej  should  be  attended  bj  fouc  clerks ; 
that  two  of  each  ihould  take  their  places  at 
the  door  of  each  lobby,  and  that  the  doors 
ihould  be  simultaneouslf  opened,  and  that 
the  numbers  should  be  counted,  and  that 
the  names  of  the  Members  should  be  taken  ^ 
down  by  the  clerks.  -  The  liata  should  then 
be  taken  up  to  the  Table,  and  that  the 
Speaker  should  direct  an  alphabetical  liat  of 
the  Members  voling  to  be  prepared,  which 
■hould  he  inKited  in  the  votes.  Such  were 
the  resolutions  of  last  year  ;  but  he  would 
suggest  a  slight  alteration  in  one  of  them, 
naoisly,  thai  in  each  division  the  name  of 
the  Members  who  voted  sfaoald  be  marked 
in  a  printed  lUt  of  Members  which  had 
been  prepared  in  an  alphabetical  form.  He 
had  done  this  in  consequence  of  having 
seen  a  table  which  had  been  drawn  at  the 
auftgeslitm  of  the  Speaker.  This  mode  of 
proceeding  might  afibrd'  greater  facility  of 
taking  the  lists  than  writing  the  names 
down  i  but  he  should  propose  niat  either  of 
these  modes  might  be  adopted.  He  thought 
tfaat  the  plan  was  sufficiently  plain  and 
feanble  for  the  adoption  of  the  House,  and 
he  trusted  that  all  sides  would  agree  to  give 
it  a  fair  trial.  Everybody  was  aware  of  the 
inaccuracies  that  were  to  be  met  with  in 
the  lilt  of  every  division  that  was  now 
given  in  the  newspapers  ;  and  by  the  plan 
he  proposed,  he  was  satisfied  that  an  accu- 
rate list  of  names  would  be  furnished.  In 
the  list  of  the  majority  of  last  night,  in  the 
fint  division,  there  were  not  less  then  fifty- 
seven  omisaioDS,  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Exeter  was  described  as  voting  on  both 
aides.  In  the  division  on  the  Address,  the 
names  of  three  Members  were  omitted, 
who,  at  great  personal  inconvenience,  had 
bastensd  from  the  north  of  Scotland  to  be 
present  oa  the  occasion.  Another  case  had 
recently  occurred,  of  a  very  remarkable  na. 
tuie,  to  an  hon.  and  Mllant  Friend  of  hia. 
He  had  been  accus^  on  the  husdngs  of 
voting  against  the  Impressment  Bill.  He 
was  satbfied  in  his  onii  mind  that  he  hod 
not  done  so,  and  contradicted  it,  hut  not 
less  than  eleven  lists  of  the  division  were 
produced  to  prove  that  be  did.  His  vera- 
city was  impeached,  and  discredit  was 
thrown  on  him  ;  but  it  appeared  on  inquiry 
tint  all  the  lists  had  been  copied  from  one 
in  which  there  was  an  inaccuracy.  This 
was  a  point  afiecting  every  man  in  the 
House  who  wished  to  stand  well  with  his 
constituents.  The  hon.  and  learned  Oen- 
tlesksn  ptopoted  fte  resolutions. 


-  Lord  John  Buuell  thought  that  the  but 
argument  which  had  been  used  for  the 
adoption  of  the  plan  was  the  erection  of 
the  additional  lobby.  He  was  not  aware 
that  the  lobby  was  to  have  been  huilt,  and 
was  not  aware  of  its  erection  until  hefound 
it  where  it  was.  He  trusted  that  the 
House  would  consent  to  try  the  experiment 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  at  the  same  time 
he  would  not  say  that  some  inconvenienoa 
might  not  arise  from  it.  He  could  not 
help  feeling  that  there  would  bo  a  material 
difierence  in  point  of  time  in  taking  the 
divisions.  The  division  last  night  was  I90 
to  thirty-six,  and  certainly  in  this  case  no 
great  time  would  be  consumed,  but  when 
a  very  large  number  of  Members  were 
present  a  material  difference  would  he  per< 
ceived.  His  hon.  Friend  urged  that  by 
adopting  this  course  correct  lists  of  ttw 
names  of  Members  who  voted  in  the  divi. 
sions  would  be  furnished.  Certainly,  as 
the  habit  prevailed  of  publishing  lists  of 
divisions,  it  was  desirable  that  they  should 
be  accurate.  Hb  lion.  Friend  said  inaccu> 
rale  lists  were  constantly  published  in  the 
newspapers,  and  that  Members  had  to  write 
to. correct  those  lists.  It  was  one  thing, 
however,  to  correct  the  lists  in  the  newk 
papers,  and  another  having  to  get  up  and 
complain  to  the  House  of  errors  in  the 
votes;  in  the  latter  case  of  cuunte  it  would 
he  necessary  to  search  out  where  the  error 
arose.  As  it  appeared  that  the  lobby  was 
ready  he  could  see  no  objection  to  make  a 
trial  of  the  resolution. 

First  Resolution  agreed  to. 

On  the  second  Resolution, 

Sir  Boberl  Peel  saw  no  Direction  to  try 
the  experiment,  and  if  it  was  found  Ibat 
much  time  was  connmed  in  dtviuoos,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  the  House  would  feeldis- 
posed  to  return  to  the  old  system.  Iftbenew 
plan  did  not  occupy  much  time,  the  House 
would  act  upon  it.  It  would  be  necessary 
hj  this  [dant  however,  to  have  four  alerks 
in  constant  attendance,  and  they  might  past 
eight  or  ten  days  witiiout  having  one  divi- 
sion, therefore  the  expense  of  it  would  wH 
be  inconnderahle. 

Mr.  Graie  was  glad  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  was  disposed  to  give  the  plan  e 
fair  trial,  as  he  had  no  doubt  of  its  success. 
He  did  not  suppose  that  it  could  be  carried 
into  effect  without  mme  additional  time, 
hut  certainly  it  would  not  be  of  any  con- 
siderable duration.  He  objected  to  intrui* 
ling  discretionary  power  to  any  man,  but 
be  thought  in  this  caw  no  great  evil  could 
remit  uom  Uaving  it  to  the  Spnkeri 
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Sir  Robert  Inglit  stated  that  the  plan 
bod  been  tiieil,  as  appeared  from  the  Jour, 
nab,  in  ISSl',  when  it  wua  found  that 
natnes  had  been  inserted  by  mistake. 

Mr.  Warbtirlon  laid,  that  the  plan  alluded 
to  by  the  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for 
the  't/niTerritf  of  Oxford,  was  essentially 
different  from  that  now  proposed.  If  a 
clerk  should  not  be  present  at  the  time  of 
a  division,  it  would  be  easy  for  a  Member 
to  take  his  place. 

Colonel  Thompson  suggested  that  much 
time  might  be  saved  in  divisions  if  the 
lobbies  were  on  the  aides  of  the  House,  and 
there  were  several  doom  into  them  from  the 
House.  When  all  the  Members  bad  got 
into  the  lobbies,  all  the  doors  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  should  be  shut,  through 
which  the  Members  could  return  into  the 
House. 

Sir  John  Hobkousc  remarked  th^t  at 
present  a  Member  might  always  excuse 
himself  to  his  constiiuents  for  his  voting, 
and  Impute  it  to  the  mistakes  of  news- 
papers. If  errors  should  occur  in  the 
proposed  system,  it  would  be  easy  to  correct 
them  in  the  votes  on  the  following  day. 
He  did  not  think  that  so  much  evil  arotw 
from  a  single  error  in  a  list  of  a  division  as 
hon.  GeiitTemea  supposed,  as  constituents 
would  generally  form  an  estimate  of  their 
representative  from  the  general  tenor  of  a 
Member's  votes. 

Mr.  Hume  expressed  his  surprise  at  the 
tone  i^the  hon.  Baronet's  observations.  As 
to  the  proposed  plan  there  could  be -no 
doubt  of  its  niperiority  to  the  present  sys- 
tem. 

The  Motion  was  agreed  to. 

EXCBEQITEB  TlTHK  PttOCesSEB  (IRE- 
LAND).^ Mr.  Sheil  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  moving,  according  to  notice,  for  a  "  He- 
turn  of  an  Processes  which  have  issued  out 
of  his  Majesty's  Court  of  Exchequer  in 
Ireland,  in  the  cause  of  Knox  v.  Gavin  and 
others,  and  of  all  orders  made  in  the  said 
cause,  and  all  affidavits  made  therein ;  also, 
copies  of  any  order  or  orders  made  by  his 
Majesty's  Government  in  the  years  1823, 
18S5,  and  1S38,  respecting  the  employment 
of  the  police  in  the  service  and  execution 
of  suits,  and  of  the  signatures  attached  to 
Buch  orders.  Hon.  Members  no  doubl 
had  heard  something  of  the  cause  in  ques- 
tion. It  was  one  among  others  got  up  by 
the  "  Lay  Association  for  defending  the 
property  of  the  Established  Church  in  Ire- 
Und."  In  the  first  place,  let  him  not  be 
undentODd  u  confounding  this  AwociBtion 
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with  the  society  formed  in  this  country  for 
the  honourable  purpose  of  relieving  tb« 
clergy  of  the  Establi^ed  Church  in  Ireland 
from  the  distresses  and  difficulties  undar 
which  they  laboured.  Thx  laLtersociely  waa 
instituted  fora legitimate,  pruMworthy  ob- 
ject; itaprindpletwere  those  of  truly  Chria- 
tian  bpnevolence  ;  whereas  the  Association 
formed  in  Ireland  was  nothing  but'a  branch 
of  Orangeism,  partaking  of  all  the  mischief 
and  malevolence  of  its  prototype.  ["No."} 
Hon.  Members  cried  no,  but  he  should  be 
able  to  prove  what  he  had  said  ;  and 
moreover,  that  the  gallant  officer  opposite,' 
the  Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Orange  Society, 
was  amongst  the  leading  subscribers  lo  the 
new  institution.  He  would  read  from  The 
Standard  newspaper  the  advertisement  put 
forth  by  the  Ahsnciation,  stating  who  were 
their  trustees,  and  so  forth.  At  the  head 
of  these  appeared  the  name  of  the  Earl  of 
Roden— the  coincidence  could  scarcely  be 
fortuitous — then  came  the  Earl  of  Ennis- 
killen,  then  the  Earl  of  Bandon,  Loid' 
Famham,  Lord  Lorton,  &c.  &c.  Hedidnot 
see  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member's  name,  but 
there  was  the  name  of  the  gallant  officer  sit- 
ting on  hissinister  hand  (Colonel  Vemer),  as 
asubecriberof  25/:  The  Association  setforth 
as  its  object  the  lending  its  aseutance  to 
the  Irish  clergy  in  the  recovery  of  dues,' 
which  he  was  ready  to  admit  were  legal.' 
But  this  did  not  prevent  the  assodatmn- 
from  being  an  illicit  and  reprehensible  as 
ever ;  at  the  best,  an  organ  of  this  kind, 
was,  after  all,  but  a  bad  substitute  for  that 
Legislative  measure  which  every  one  must' 
own  to  be  indispensable  for  the  adjustment 
of  the  tithe  question.  This  waa  a  pnnt 
conceded  by  the  late  Government  as  well 
as  the  present,  both  agreed  that  tithes  oould 
not  be  levied  and  ought  not  to  be  levied  by- 
force  of  arms.  He'  would  just  state  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  to  which  he  had 
referred,  and  he  would  then  put  thequestion 
whether  the  House  was  to  try  the  charao-' 
ter  and  oUects  of  the  society  by  the  course 
of  proceeding  which  it  had  already  adopted. 
The  reality  of  these  proceedings  he  waa 
prepared  to  prove;  to  prove,  not  by  idle 
allegations,  which  some  Members  opposite 
might  think  themselves  in  a  position  to 
contradict,  but  by  the  evidence  of  a  court 
of  Justice,  which  could  not  be  contradicted 
by  any  man.  The  first  statement  he  would- 
make  was  this;  since  the  1st  of  August 
last,  therehad  been  filed  by  this  Lay  Anod- 
ation  not  fewer  than  61 7  bills  on  the  equity 
side  of  the  Exchequer.  Hon.  Members- 
opponte,  perhaps,  would  t»,f,  why  not^ 
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His  answer  was  this :  there  were  two  modes 
of  proceeding  open  to  parties  in  these  coses 
• — one  cheap,  speedy,  and  efficient ;  the 
other,  an  expensive  and  most  oppressive 
process.  The  617  hills  were  filed  under 
the  latter  process,  and  it  was  against  the 
adoption  of  thia  proceeding,  and  their  mode 
of  carrying  it  into  effect,  that  he  raised  his 
voice.  All  tithes  under  10?,  were  re- 
corerable  bj  civil  process  before  a  Magi»- 
trate;  but  what  had  this  Lay  Association 
done?  Filed  upwards  of  600  Exchequer 
bills  for  sums  in  most  cases  under  10^., 
and  in  some  for  sums  of  If.  Qd.  If 
this  were  controverted,  let  them  grant 
him  the  returns,  which  would  at  once 
eitablish  the  glaring  and  formidable  fact- 
He  would  state  two  of  the  cases  in  ques- 
tion, which  were  to  he  proved  by  evidence 
not  to  be  contradicted,  These  two  cases 
were  striking  examples  of  how  this  fright- 
ful litigation  had  been  carried  on.  The 
first  case  to  which  he  would  refer  was  the 
case  of  the  very  rev.  Gilbert  Hulmci 
V.  Hodges.  These  facts  came  out  in  this 
case — (that  the  bill  was  filed  by  the  Lay 
Association  was  not  disputed)  the  hill  was 
filed  in  the  name  of  the  rev.  Gilbert 
Holmes,  and  conducted  by  Mr.  Smith,  a 
lawyer  of  great  talents,  solicitor  to  the 
Association,  who  also  filed  the  whole  uf  the 
other  hills  set  on  foot  by  the  society.  This 
gentleman  it  was  not  his  (Mr.  Sheil's)  in- 
tention or  wish  to  make  any  charge  against, 
it  waa  the  individuals  who  had  recourse  to 
his  professional  skill  that  merited  condem- 
nation. Now,  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case: 
on  the  4th  of  January  last,  Mr.  Smith 
wrote  to  the  defendant,  demanding  the 
payment  of  S3/-  due  by  him  for  tithe ; 
this  was  put  into  the  post-office  on  the  .^th, 
and  received  hj  the  defendant  on  the  6th ; 
on  the  7th  the  latter  called  upon  the  at- 
torney to  pay  the  amount  demanded ;  hi/t 
what  then  did  Mr.  Smith  propose  ?  Not 
only  that  the  defendant  should  pay  the 
tithe,  but  in  addition  the  sum  of  \Ql.Qa.  %d., 
b«ng  the  amount  of  costs  said  to  have  been 
incurred  up  to  that  time,  although  the  de- 
mand upon  defendant  was  only  made  on 
the  6th  of  January,  the  day  previous.  Were 
hon.  Members  opposite  prepared  to  deny 
this  fact?  Was  It  true?  and  if  true,  was 
it  defensible?  If  the  Lay  Association  hod 
really  taken  this  course,  was  the  system  a 
good  one  ?  Having  disposed  of  this  first 
qtecimen  of  the  society's  proceedings,  be 
now  came  to  another  cose  of  far  greater 
importance — he  meant  that  of  Knox  v. 
Carin,    la  going  into  tUo  detuls  of  tbi* 


case  be  should  have  occason  to  cite  the 
words  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  to 
allude  to  other  technical  phraseology,  but 
he  trusted  the  House  would  give  its  atten- 
tion to  these  details  ;  it  was  worth  their 
while  to  see  the  whole  machinery  of  the 
law  applied  with  the  taost  perverse  inge- 
nuity to  the  unhallowed  purpose  of  crush- 
ing the  unhappy  peasantry  of  Ireland  in  the 
dust.  The  facts  of  the  case,  indeed,  re- 
quired no  comment :  it  would  he  an  in- 
justice to  intelligent  and  feeling  persons 
to  imagine  that  facts  such  as  these  he 
brought  forward  required  any  comtoent  or 
illustration  from  him.  He  would  in  tfae 
first  place  recal  to  the  recollection  of  the 
House  the  Act  generally  called  Goulburn'i 
Act,  passed  3rd  George  4th,  one  of  the 
chapters  of  which  made  it  lawful  for  the 
Lord- Lieu  tenant  to  appoint  four  inspectors 
of  police  in  Ireland,  and  to  those  inspectors 
it  gave  a  power  to  frame  f  ules  for  the  con- 
duct of  the  police  constables,  which  rules, 
if  approved  of  by  the  county  Ma^stratei 
and  by  the  LordJieu tenant,  were  (o  be 
transmitted  by  the  Government  to  the  chief 
constables,  and  referred  to  on  all  occasions 
as  the  manual  of  the  policeman's  duty.  In 
pursuance  of  this  Act  certain  orders  or  re- 
gulations were  made  by  the  inspectors  ap- 
jwinted  and  approved  of  by  the  Magistrates, 
by  the  Castle,  and  by  the  Government, 
among  the  memben  of  which  Govern- 
ment were  Mr.  (then  Secretary)  Goulbum 
and  Mr.  Joy,  then  Law  Adviser  of  the 
Crown,  now  Chief  Baron  of  his  Majesty's 
Cotirt  of  Exchequer  in  Ireland.  And  what 
were  these  orders?  This  was  in  1833. 
One  of  these  regulations,  the  6tb,  directed 
that  "  the  men  shall  on  no  acc9unt  inter- 
fere in  the  execution  of  any  writ,  decree, 
or  court  order,  or  in  driving  for  rent, 
tithes,  or  taxes,  unless  called  on  by  a  Magis- 
trate, or  the  high -she  riff,  or  sub-sherifF, 
in  person."  This  was  one  of  the  regula- 
tions approved  of  by  the  right  lion.  Henry 
Joy,  who  now,  as  Chief  Baron  of  the  Irish 
Exchequer,  sanctioned  a  proceeding  directly 
contravening  that  order.  The  same  order 
wus  re -en  acted  in  1825,  and  continued  in 
force.  Now  let  the  House  see  what  course 
was  adopted  in  the  case  of  Knox  v.  Gavin. 
The  saroe  attorney,  Mr.  Smith,  filed  bills  in 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  ogainst  twenty-two 
persons,  amongst  the  rest  Gavin,  the  titbes 
owing  by  whom  amounted  to  the  small  sum 
of  \i.  It/.  The  proceedings  in  this  rase 
showed  the  animtiM  of  the  entire  system. 
The  billi)  having  been  filed,  what  courK 
WH  rewrted  to?     In  (lie  month  of  Deoen- 
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ber  last  Mr.  Smitb  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
noble  Secretary  fur  Ireland,  stating  that  he 
was  employed  in  a  great  variety  of  tithe 
suits,*  and  requesliiig  from  his  Lordship 
general  directions  to  the  police  in  reference 
to  his  proceeding  in  these  suita.  Not  re- 
ceiving an  immediate  answer  fmm  the 
noble  Lord,  in  a  few  days  Mr.  Smith  wrote 
again  to  him,  camplaining  of  an  alleged 
want  on  his  Lordship's  part  of  the  courtesy 
due  from  one  gentleman  to  another— an  im- 
putation which  any  person  acquainted  with 
the  noble  Secretary  well  knew  could  never 
justly  be  chareed  against  him.  The  noble 
Lord  upon  this  returned  an  answer,  assur- 
ing Mr.  Smith  that  no  offence  had  been 
intended  towards  him,  and  stating  that  the 
police  might  be  employed  in  tithe  ca^es 
where  an  actual  riot  was  in  existence,  or 
about  to  take  place,  provided  that  a  Magis- 
trate were  present.  This  did  not  at  all  do 
for  the  Lay  Assnciatiim  ;  and  he  must  beg 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  detail  of 
the  extraordinary  expedient  adopted  by  the 
Lay  Association  for  the  purpose  of  setting 
aside  the  orders  of  the  inspector!!,  made  in 
pursuance  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
sanctioned  by  Goveminent,  with  a  view 
of  enforcing  the  levy  of  tithes,  by  the 
entire  police  and  military  force  in  Ireland. 
Many  Gentlemen  in  the  House  were  possi- 
bly unacquainted  with  the  curious  phrase 
"  Commission  of  rebellion."  In  England 
no  such  thing  existed  in  the  Courts  either  of 
Exchequer  or  Chancery :  it  had  long  since 
been  abolished.  In  the  Irish  Court  of 
Exchequer,  too,  the  term  had  been,  as  a 
metier  of  substantive  practice,  obsolete  for 
two  hundred  years  past.  At  the  worst  it 
was  used  merely  as  a  matter  of  form,  being 
directed  to  John  Doe  and  Richard  Roe  as 
commissioners  of  rebellion.  The  Lay  Asso- 
ciation, however,  were  not  satisfied  with 
taking  the  commission  of  rebellion  as  a 
mere  matter  of  form,  their  object  was  to 
give  it  a  fearful  reality,  and  they  ac- 
cordingly had  a  commission  of  rebellion 
issued,  addressed  to  a  person  of  the  lower 
class,  named  Dudley,  and  calling  upon  all ' 
officers  to  assist  in  arresting  the  rebels. 
This  Dudley,  who,  though  a  young  m;in, 
swore  lie  hod  been  twenty  years  in  office, 
had  no  sooner  got  the  commission  of  re- 
bellion, than  he  made  an  attempt  to  ensnare 
the  police.  He  applied  to  Malonc,  a  chief 
officer  of  police,  and  demanded  his  assistance 
in  putting  the  commiKsinn  into  effect. 
Malone  at  once  referred  to  the  order 
sanctioned  by'  Messrs.  Goulbtim  iind  Joy, 
which  prohibited  the  police  from  interfering 


in  any  of  theae  caaes,  except  by  the  order, 
and  in  the  presence,  of  a  Magistrate.  Upon 
Dudley's  insisting  on  his  compliance.  Ma. 
lone  begged  to  be  allowed  to  consult  his 
superior  officer.  Major  Miller,  inspector  of 
police.  That  officer  at  once,  in  obedience 
to  the  order,  decided  that  Dudley  was  not 
entitled  to  the  assistance  of  the  police. 
Upon  this  refusal  application  was  made  to 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  for  an  attachment 
to  issue  against  the  parties  for  not  obeying 
the  Commissioners,  and  a  conditional  otder 
was  issued.  Against  this  order  the  At- 
torney and  Solicitor-General  appeared  in 
Court  to  show  cause,  on  the  ground  that 
Miller  and  hisi  sub- ordinate  officer  had  only 
done  their  duty.  He  was  not  going  to 
enter  into  the  legal  merits  or  demerits  of 
the  case  in  that  House,  nor  was  it  his  in- 
tention to  throw  imputations  upon  the 
motives  of  any  one ;  he  only  stated  facts. 
It  was  for  the  House  to  draw  their  in- 
ferences from  those  facia.  The  Judges 
present  in  Court  (Baron  Pennefather  being 
absent  from  illncu}  were,  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron  (the  very  man  who,  as  law-officer 
for  the  Crown,  had  in  1823  warmly  sup- 
ported the  order  on  which  the  police  offieera 
proceeded),  Mr.  Baron  Foster,  end  Mr- 
Baron  Smith,  who,  though  he  had  been 
absent  from  illness  since  the  2nd  of  Novem- 
ber preceding,  became  fortunately  conva- 
lescent on  the  26th  of  January,  the  day 
on  which  the  cause  was  tried.  He  did  not 
cast  any  imputation  upon  the  learned  Judge. 
The  learned  Baron  had  strong  political 
opinions,  hut  no  doubt  they  were  conscien- 
tious ;  no  doubt  but  that  the  ceal  he  had 
formerly  displayed  in  a  popular  cause,  he 
had  transferred  with  equal  sincerity  to  a 
cause  of  which  it  might  truly  be  said  that 
it  WHS  not  popular.  'There  were  several  gen- 
tlemen of  the  name  of  Smith  engaged  in 
this  trial,  all  men  of  high  talent ;  he  did  not, 
however,  know  that  Mr. Smith,  the  attorney, 
was  related  to  the  other  two  gentlemen. 
On  the  trial,  aa  was  too  often  the  case  in 
Ireland,  a  creat  deal  of  political  contro- 
versy took  place  in  Court.  The  Counsel 
for  the  prosecution  did  not  hedtate  lo  charge 
his  Majesty's  Government  with  collusion 
and  unfair  practices,  to  which  libels  the 
Counsel  on  the  other  side  natutally  replied 
with  all  the  spirit  and  manliness  which  so 
distinguished  him.  The  Chief  Baron  in  a 
judgment,  in  which  it  hud  been  thought 
some  extra-judicial  observations  were  mixed 
ui>,  granted  the  rule  stuight  for,  thus  vir- 
tually setting  a!.ide  the  order  which  he  had 
himself   sanctioned   in    18SS,  and  giving 
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Dudley  authority  to  call  in  tlie  poliie  to 
his  aid.  He  would  ask  ihe  House  to  con- 
aider,  with  a  view  to  ulterior  litigation, 
in  what  a  state  the  countnr  was  plac»d 
by  this  decision.  The  whole  country 
was  plained  at  the  foot  of  this  Lay  Associa- 
tion, with  Lord  Roden  at  its  head.  Already 
they  had  suhscribed'  amongst  themselves 
large  sums  of  money.  The  country  was 
allocated  into  various  districts,  watched 
over  through  the  medium  of  chosen  attor- 
neys. Already  had  617  hills  been  filed, 
many  of  them  for  the  most  contemptible 
gums,  as  the  returits  made  to  the  House 
would  show.  The  Lay  Association  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  file  bills,  and  issue 
commissionsof  rebellion,  without  the  author* 
ity  or  even  knowledge  of  the  Court,  in 
which  the  name  of  some  ferocious  myrmidon 
of  Orangeisra  should  be  inserted,  and  their 
object  would  be  gained.  Let  them  insert, 
for  instance,  but  the  names  of  men  such  as 
bunied  six  houses  in  a  village  in  Armagh — 
men  who  came  into  a  court  of  justice  ana  res- 
cued prisoners.  There  was  no  reason  to  sup- 
pole  that  such  truculent  and  ferocious  men 
would  not  be  selected  and  sent  down  into  the 
disturbed  parts  of  the  country  to  call  upon 
the  police  and  soldiery,  excite  riots,  and 
drive  the  whole  district  into  anarchy  and 
bloodshed.  The  House  might  judge  what 
would  be  done  from  what  had  been  done. 
The  name  of  Borrisokane  would  at  once  suf- 
fice to  strike  the  hearts  of  all  who  heard  it 
with  feelings  of  horror  at  the  post,  and  dread 
for  the  future.  To  such  scenes  the  deciuon 
of  the  Irish  Court  of  Exchequer  gave  a  vir- 
tual sanction.  His  object  v/bs  not  to  charge 
crimiaality  against  any  one,  but  to  put  the 
House  in  possesion  of  the  circumstances, 
and  draw  tneir  attention  tu  the  scenes  of 
daughter  which  had  been  witnessed  at 
Newcomer,  Bathcormac,  and  Enniskillen. 
He  wished  the  English  people  to  know  the 
focti.  If  he  hod  overcharged  his  statement, 
letit  be  corrected.  In  conclusion,  he  moved 
fur  a  return  of  the  number  of  bills  filed  in 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  of  Ireland  for  tithes 
since  the  1st  of  August  last,  and  of  the  names 
of  the  plaintifis  and  defendants,  and  tbe-sums 
claimedagainstBUchdefendantsrespectively: 
^•oof  all  processes  which  have  issued  out 
of  his  Majesty's  Court  of  Exchequer  in 
Ireland,  in  Ihe  cause  of  Knox  f- Gavin  and 
Others,  and  of  all  orders  inued  in  the  said 
cause,  and  all  affidavits  made  therein  ;  also 
copies  of  any  order  or  orders  made  by  his 
Majesty's  Government  in  the  years  183S, 
1885,  and  18SS,  respecting  the  employment 
of  the  police  in  the  service  and  execution 
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of  writs,  and  of  the  expenditure  attached 
to  such  orders. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Jackton  said,  that  botji  bin 
hon,  and  Tearded  Friend,  the  Member  for 
the  University  of  Dublin  (Mr.  Lefroy), 
and  himself  had  cause  to  complain  of  the 
course  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Tipperary  had  taken  on  this  occasion. 
The  first  part  of  the  hOh.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman's motion  formed  the  subject  matter 
of  a  distinct  notice,  and  as  he  had  told  them 
that  he  would  not  submit  it  to  the  attention 
of  the  House  without  giving  them  some 
previous  notice  of  his  intention,  they  clearly 
had  a  right  to  complain  of  having  been 
taken  by  surprise.  He  (Mr.  Jackson)  had 
come  down  to  the  House  that  evening  ex- 
Mcting  to  heat  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
Oer  for  Tipperary  move  in  accordance  with 
the  notice  on  the  paper ;  but  he  certainly 
did  not  anticipate  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  would  have  departed  from 
what  he  bad  declared  to  be  his  intention. 
Had  he  been  apprised  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  to 
introduce  any  other  topic  on  the  present 
occauon  he  would  have  been  prepared  to 
meet  him.  Taken  as  he  was  by  surprise  be 
was  not  prepared,  but  still  he  would  do 
jusrice  to  the  Lay  Association  recently 
formed  in  Ireland  to  aifl  the  clergy  in  ob- 
taining their  legitimate  rights  by  defending 
tfaem  against  the  attack  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  bad  made  against 
them.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member  had 
made  a  number  of  allegations  for  the  pur- 
ise  of  showing  that  he  had  grounds  for 
s  motion,  not  a  single  one  of  those 
legations  he  had  no  hesitation  in  as- 
serting, was  founded  in  fact.  The  bon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  hod,  it  would  seem, 
brought  forward  the  subject  of  a  former 
lotice  which  he  had  given  for  the  purpose 
uily  of  attacking  the  Lay  Association,  by 
stating  that  it  was  nothing  more  than  an 
Orange  Association,  if  that  could  be  a  re- 
proacb.  ["  Cheers. "\  By  that  cheer  he  sup- 
posed they  wished  to  afGnn  that  it  was.  He, 
however,  utterly  denied  the  statement.  He 
asserted  that  the  Association  was  not  an 
Orange  society,  although  he  believed  no 
Roman  Catholic  gentleman  belonged  to  it. 
It  was  now  the  fashion  to  stigmatise  every- 
body in  Ireland  who  was  not  of  that  per- 
suasion. Hte  repeated,  that  it  was  now  the 
fashion  to  stigmatise  and  render  odious 
every  Protestant  who  refused  to  Eubmit  to 
the  domination  of  a  certain  despicable  fac- 
tion in  that  country. — f"  No,  no."] — Ho 
asserted  that  it  was,  and  that,  too,  fear* 
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ImiIj,  and  without  the  huard  of  contradic- 
tion- He>  admitted  that  the  indiyiduali 
who  formed  the  hty  ABsociation  were 
Protectant  gentlemen,  but  he  most  empba- 
tieally  denied  that  they  were  confederated 
for  any  ille^  or  improper  purpose.  They 
were  aasoLiated  simply  with  a  view  to 
enforce  the  law,  and  not  to  violate  it, — 
[Mf.  Sheil:  For  the  recovery  of  tithe 
property.3 — Undoubtedly,  the  Association 
\ta»  formed  for  the  purpotw  of  supporting 
the  law,  by  oidine  those  who  required  its 
assistance  in  seeking  for  that  which  was 
their  unqueationable  right.  Tithe  property 
was  aa  much  entitled  to  the  protertion  of 
the  law  as  any  other  species  of  property  ; 
but  he  prayed  the  Houxe  to  consider  well 
what  the  state  of  Ireland  was  at  the  pre- 
sent hour  in  relation  to  tithes.  An  exten- 
dve  confederation,  or  rather  conspiracy, 
Misted  throughout  the  whole  of  that 
country  to  rob  the  clergy.  The  clergy 
were  not  only  piUeged  and  plundered 
to  an  incredible  extent,  but  they  found 
it  utterly  impOBBihle  to  esKrt  their  rights; 
and  Micb,  in  short,  was  the  universal 
dread  which  tbia  conspracj  inspired 
in  the  minds  of  men  that  even  the 
bon.  and  learned  Member  himself  had 
declared  that  he  dared  not  set  himself 
against  it— [^Mr.  Shtil:  "  No,  no."]— 
Why,  he  had  in  his  hand  a  letter  written 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  a 
Clergyman  who  had  applied  to  him  Jnr 
payment  of  an  arrear  of  tithes,  in  which 
such  a  reason  was  assigned  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  for  his  non-compliance 
with  the  application.  Could  it  be  won- 
dered at  that  the  clergy  were  driven  to 
the  necesnty  of  filing  bilis  for  the  recovery 
of  their  rights,  when  they  found  it  impos< 
nble  to  obtain  from  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman — from  a  Member  of  the  Legis. 
htutfr— payment  of  their  dues  without  the 
interference  of  the  law  i  But  the  House 
would  like  to  know  what  the  answer  was 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  gave 
to  the  clergyman  alluded  to.  He  tells 
him— {Mr.  Sheil .-  Head  the  whole  letter.] 
.—He  had  not  the  least  objection  to  hand 
the  letter  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man. The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
might,  if  be  thought  fit,  read  the  whole  of 
it  to  the  House,  but  be  boned  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  would  do  him  the 
honour  to  allow  him  to  exercise  his  own 
judgment  in  selecting  and  reading  from  it 
the  passage  which  struck  him  as  most  per- 
tinent to  IJie  matter  in  hand.  In  other 
TMpecta  he  wished  it  to  bf  understood  that 
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this  letter  was  by  no  means  discreditable 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman.  He 
was  not  to  be  dictated  to  by  either  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  or  any  other  hon. 
Member  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House, 
as  to  the  course  which  he' should  pursue 
on  this  or  any  other  occasion.  ["  Oh/"] 
He  had  not  presumed  to  interrupt  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  in  the  course  of  his 
address,  and  all  he  required  was  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  should  not 
interrupt  him.  He  should  only  read  so 
much  of  the  letter  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  as  he  thought  material  to  the 
question  row  before  the  House.  In  this 
letter  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
said,  "  You  must  be  aware  that,  as 
Member  for  the  county  of  Tipperary, 
I  am  obliged  to  make  my  election 
between  the  payment  of  tithes  and  the 
loss  of  my  seat."  Such  was  the  r^son 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
assigned  for  refusing  to  pay  the  tithes 
which  he  owed  ;  but  to  what  a  pass  had 
things  come  when  a  Member  of  that 
House  wasafrmd  to  discharge  a  lawful  de- 
mend  because  of  an  atrocious  conspiracy 
of  this  kind — when  his  holding  his  seat 
depended  rather  on  his  compliance  with 
the  win  of  such  a  confederation  than  his 
obedience  to  the  laws.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances he  should  like  to  know  whether 
any  Protestant  could  see  the  clergy  of  the 
religion  which  he  professed  reouced  to 
beggary,  in  the  actual  process  of  starvation, 
and  not  come  forward  to  compel  those  to 
pay  them  that  which  they  refused  to  pay 
except  through  the  intervention  of  the 
laws.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
had  stated  as  a  fact  what  was  altogether 
untrue.  He  had  said  that  the  Lay  Associa- 
tion had  filed  no  fewer  than  600  bills  for 
the  recovery  of  tithes.  [Mr.  Sheil  1  said 
617]  Whether  it  was  6OO  or  6]?,  he 
denied  the  fact  in  the  most  positive  terms. 
The  statement  was  wholly  destitute  of 
truth.  Although  he  said  this,  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  oppose  the  granting  of  the 
returns  for  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  sought,  but  he  did  wish  that  in 
some  particulars  the  scope  of  those  returns 
should  be  enlarged.  Let  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  prove,  if  he  could,  that 
a  sixth  or  even  an  eighth  part  of  the  num- 
ber of  bills  he  bad  stated  had  been  filed. 
He  defied  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
to  the  prouf;  and,  what  was  more,  he 
might,  without  the  fear  of  contradiction, 
venture  to  assert  that  up  to  the  present  hotil 
the  Lay  Association  had  not  aided  the  titbe 
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auiM  commenced  in  tlie  Court  of  Exchequer 
beyond  the  number  of  fmm  fifty  to  sixty 
through  the  whole  realm  of  Irclund.  Tlie 
bon.  and  learned  Gcntieman  said,  that  the 
number  of  suits  of  this  description  was 
61 7|  but  he  (Mr.  Jacligon)  denied  that  the 
Lay  Association  bad  either  filed  or  caused  to 
be  filed  a  greater  number  of  bilU  fur  the 
recovery  of  tithes  due  to  the  clergy  than 
that  which  he  had  already  mentioned. 
Well  but,  said  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen. 
tleman,  there  was  no  necessity  for  taking 
such  coses  into  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
when  the  Civil  Bill  Court  was  open  to  the 
parties  to  the  extent  of  10/.  This  was  a 
plausible  argument,  no  doubt ;  but  he 
should  be  glad  to  know  how  claims  in  re- 
spect to  tithes  could  be  enforced  by  an 
inferior  tribunal.  Tlicy  were  all  atvare, 
or  bad,  at  all  events,  heard,  of  the  manner 
in  which  process  servers  were  treated  when 
they  attempted  to  carry  the  law  into  execu- 
tion. He  had  been  concerned  in  several 
cases  in  which  the  unfortunate  process 
server  had  encountered  violence  and  outrage 
of  the  worst  kind.  In  one,  the  Sergeant- 
Bt-Mace  of  Youghal  went  some  short  dis- 
tance from  that  town  to  serve  process  on  a 
tithe  defaulter.  The  instant  he  effected 
the  service  the  defendant  rushed  out  upon 
him  with  a  pitchfork.  The  whole  country 
was  raised,  and  the  unfortunate  man  was 
speedily  felled  to  the  ground,  and  beaten 
in  the  most  brutal  manner.  Thinking 
they  hod  dispatched  him,  his  assailants 
left  him  to  all  apparance  dead  ;  but  after 
some  time  he  so  far  recovered  us  to  he  able 
to  crawl  to  a  neighbouring  house,  where 
be  hoped  to  find  protection ;  but  on  asking 
for  a  little  water  the  femde  who  opened 
the  door  saluted  him  with  a  blow  of  a  pair 
of  tongs  which  she  had  in  her  hand.  These 
were  facts  which  did  not  depend  on  mere 
report,  but  had  been  verified  by  affidavit. 
■  He  then,  as  well  as  he  was  able,  made  his 
way  to  another  house,  but  although  there  he 
received  the  draught  of  water  for  which  hi 
asked,  the  door  was  shut  in  his  face.  Hi 
should  have  been  prepared  to  cite  othei 
instances  of  a  similar  kind  had  he  knowi 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  meant 
to  bring  the  first  part  of  his  motion  forward 
without  notice ;  but,  as  he  had  already 
said  he  was  taken  by  surprise,  he  wos  not 
prepared  to  advance  facts  which  he  should 
otherwise  have  been  able  to  Eidduce.  He 
could,  however,  satisfy  any  man,  that  the 
cler^  could  not  obtain  their  rights  through 
the  instrumentality  of  an  inferior  jurisdic- 
tion,  and  although  it  was  charged  iigainsi 
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them  as  a  crime,  they  had  no  alternative  ' 
left  but  to  resort  to  the  Court  of  Exchequer. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  stated, 
that  Mr.  Smith  was  the  attorney  of  tb« 
Lay  Association,  and  he  charged  that  Gen- 
tleman with — [_Mt.  Shiel  made  no  charge 
□gainst  Mr.  Smith,  and  meant  to  make 
e.3  Well,  but  the  hon.  and  learned 
itleman  said,  that  Mr.  Smith  was  the 
attorney  of  the  Lay  Association.  This  state- 
ment was  just  as  void  of  foundation  as  the 
allegations  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  made.  Mr.  Smith  neither 
was  nor  ever  had  been  the  solicitor  of  the 
Lay  Assoi^tion,  hut  that  Association  had  a 
solicitor,  not,  however,  for  the  purpose  of 
originating  suits,  hut  seeing  that  assistance 
was  given  in  no  case  that  did  not  merit 
interference,  and  that  the  tottceedines  were 
properly  conducted,  Mr.  Richard  Open,  a 
gentleman  of  high  character  in  the  profes- 
was  the  solicitor  of  the  Association, 
andhisduty  was  rather  to  prevent  oppression 
than  to  cause  it.  It  was  not  the  wi^ofthe 
Lay  Association  that  the  poor  should  be  at- 
tacked,  or  that  suits  should  be  comineDced 
for  other  than  substantial  sums,  or  against 
any  persons  who  |)ut  themselves  forward 
as  ringleaders  in  resisting  the  payment  of 
tithes.  He  would  admit  that  they  preferred 
instituting  proceedings  aoainst  persons  in 
opulent  eircunsiances — Members,  for  in- 
stance, of  that  House,  or  Magistrates — 
they  preferred  taking  men  uf  station  for 
the  purpose  of  enforcing  obedience  to  the 
law  to  any  other  persons,  because  such 
parties  were  bound  not  to  set  the  law  at  de- 
fiance,and  create  rebellion;  but  toshowagood 
example  by  their  conduct  to  the  country  at 
large.  It  was  a  well  known  fact  that  the 
Irish  people  had  had  pointed  out  to  them 
all  the  Euhtcrfuges  and  stratagems  by 
which  the  payment  of  tithes  could 
be  resisted,  ei^  one  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman had  gone  the  length  of  advising  the 
wallopping  away  of  those  who  might  at- 
tempt to  execute  process  for  tithe.  Now, 
he  asked,  were  such  things  to  be  endured 
byaBritish  House  of  Commons;  or  whether 
men  were  to  bebranded  with  infamy  merely 
because  they  had  confederated  tt^etli^ 
peaceably  and  legally  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  a  just  right  ?  'J'he  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  also  said,  that  in  the  case  of 
Holmes  and  Hodges  costs  had  been  accu- 
mulated to  an  extraordinary  amount,  not 
by  Mr.  Smith,  hut  by  the  Lay  Association. 
But  would  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man have  the  hardihood  to  assert  that  the 
Lay  Association  had  any  concern  whatever 
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wiA  that  caie,  either  directly  or  intlirectly?  i 
He  called  on  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle. 
tnan  to  make  such  an  amertion  if  he  dared. 
He  (Mr.  Sergeant  JucksDn)  verily  believed 
that  the  Lay  Aiaociatioii  never  even  heard 
of  the  case  ;  at  least  he,  who  was  a  member 
of  it,  and  had  attended  its  meetings,  never 
had.  If  it  were  a  crime  to  Belong  to  such 
an  Assoclalion  he  was  willirg  (o  take  the 
whole  burthen  of  it  on  himfierf ;  but,  so  far 
from  thinking  the  object  which  it  had  in 
view  criminal,  he  considered  that  object  so 
meritorious  tbat  he  should  do  all  iu  his 
power  to  promote  the  utility  of  the  Associa- 
tion. As  it  was  not  bis  intention  to  ob< 
jcct  to  the  motion,  all  he  hoped  was,  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  would 
have  rendered  the  returns  more  eompre. 
hensive — that  he  would  have  ascertained 
not  only  how  many  suits  bad  been  brought 
— how  many  demands  had  been  paid  in 
consequence — what  amount  of  cost*  had 
been  incuired,  but  how  many  decrees  had 
been  pronounced,  and  what  the  number  of 
bills  was  that  had  been  disraiesed  on  the 
bearing.  As  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  not 
done  that,  he  would  propose  that  addition 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  mo- 
tion. He  asked  this  to  show  whether  the 
Kuits  which  had  been  commenced  were  well 
or  ill  founded,  and  whether  they  had  not 
been  rendered  neces-sarj  by  the  system  of 
terror  which  prevailed,  and  prevented 
parties  from  paying  tithes  without  the  in- 
tervention of  the  law  ?  The  fact  was,  that 
in  a  large  number  of  cases  the  demand  had 
been  already  settled,  and  that  many  who 
bad  refused  to  pay  tithe,  bad  done  so  under 
a  system  of  terror,  and  they  were  glad  of 
an  excuse  to  make  the  payment,  and  to  be 
let  off  without  the  costs;  and  he  believed 
there  were  many  instances  in  which  this 
accommodation  was  afforded  them.  The 
proceedings  were  properly  managed,  with- 
out any  view  to  expense  or  oppression. 
The  hon,  and  learned  Gentleman  had  next 
passed  on  to  another  subject  involving  the 
cbaracter  of  the  Lay  Association,  hut  not 
at  all  intending  to  inculpate  the  Barons  of 
the  Exchequer.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  did  not  mean  to  insinuate  any 
thing  to  their  disadvantage,  and  yet  it  did 
strike  him  (Mr.  Jackson)  as  rather  strange 
that  the  hrni.  and  learned  Gentleman  should 
have  been  so  emphatic  in  his  remarks  upon 
the  cireumstance,  that  the  Chief  Bnron 
happened  tobe  AttorneyorSolicitor.Generul 
at  the  time  when  the  rule  was  made, 
founded  npnn  the  Art  of  the  3rd  of  George 
4th,  and  that,  nevertheless,  he  should  have 
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decided  with  the  other  Barons  of  the  Ex- 
chequer who  presided,  against  the  view  of 
the  law  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman took.  The  question  was  now,  he 
understood,  the  subject  of  appeal,  and  it 
would  be  seen  hereafter  whether  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  Ireland 
was  proper  oi  otherwise.  But  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  thought  it  strange, 
forsooth,  that  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer 
should  rule  a  case  contrary  to  what  he  con- 
ed to  be  the  construction  of  a  rule  acted 
upon  by  the  Government  of  the  day,  when 
the  present  learned  Chief  Baron  wus  a 
law-officer  of  the  Crown.  He  likewise  in- 
linualed  it  was  very  extraordinary  that, 
whereas  Baron  Smith  had  been  confined  by 
illness  from  the  2nd  of  November  to  the 
afith  of  January,  he  suddenly  came  to  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  on  that  day  to  hear 
that  cause.  Now  he  was  extremely  glad 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentlemen  had  dis- 
claimed  the  intention  of  casting  any  impu- 
tation upon  those  eminent  and  learned  per- 
sons ;  but  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man had  not  uttered  that  disclaimer,  his 
remarks  would  have  appeared  to  him  (Mr. 
Jackson],  and  to  those  around  him,  as  if 
intended  purposely  to  convey  some  irsinua' 
tions.  He  was  not  there  to  vindicate  the 
Chief  Baron,  or  Baron  Smith,  or  Baron 
Foster.  Their  characters  were  far  above 
any  advocacy  of  bis.  He  was  satisfied  that 
the  British  public,  as  well  as  the  Irish 
public,  knew  the  characters  of  those  men, 
and  knew  that  they  were  utterly  incapable 
of  being  swayed  by  any  motive  but  an 
anxious  desire  to  discharge  their  sworn 
duties  conscientiously  and  faithfully.  But 
was  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  cer- 
tain that  the  hon.  Baron  had  come  down  to 
court  for  the  first  time  after  his  illness  to 
preside  in  the  case  of  Knox  v.  Gavin  p  He 
believed  the  learned  Gentleman  would  find 
himself  mistaken  in  that  as  in  all  his  other 
statements.  With  respect  to  the  law  of  the 
case  of  Knox  and  Gavin,  he  ventured  to 
say  no  two  lawyers  could  differ.  Was  it 
contended  that,  by  the  rule  which  had  been 
referred  to,  a  dispensing  power  was  given 
to  the  Lord -lieu  tenant  — much  less  to  an 
iniipectoT  of  police,  n  power  to  dispense 
with  the  common  law  of  the  land?  Was  it 
contended  that  the  jurisdiction  of  one  of  the 
King's  superior  Courts,  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer, was  to  be  ousted  by  such  means? 
The  Act  in  question  said,  that  it  was  com- 
petent for  the  in^ctor  of  police  to  frame 
regulations  for  the  nianngemeiit  of  (he 
police,  and  for  the  guidance  of  their  con- 
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uct ;  and  that  these  regulations,  when  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Lorcl- lieu  tenant  and 
MagiHtrates  of  the  county,  became  the  rules 
to  which  the  constabulary  force  should  con- 
form ;  but  they  were  intended  merely  for 
the  reeulation  of  the  internal  economy  of 
tbc  police — the  use  of  their  arms,  the  care 
of  their  horses,  the  general  regulation  of 
their  conduct,  and  sucn 'matters.  The  rule 
is  (for  the  police)  not  to  interfere — that  is, 
they  were  not  to  volunteer  to  do  so.  The 
rule  suys,  unless  called  upon  \>y  a  Magis- 
trate to  do  so.  He  (Mr.  Sergeant  Jackson) 
would  put  it  to  the  common  sense  of  any 
man  whether  it  could  be  otherwise  ?  \^Hear, 
front  Mr.  OConnell.'}  The  bun.  and 
lenrned  Gentleman  cries  "  hear" — let  him 
controvert  the  proposition  If  be  can.  He 
(Mr.  Sergeant  jackRon)  wa^  not  afraid  to 
meet  bim — he  would  not  say  merely  before 
a  court  of  jtiatice,  but  in  the  presence  of 
the  Members  of  the  profession  of  the  law  m 
that  House,  or  even  before  Members  pos- 
■essing  cnmmon  sense,  tbougb  nut  profeii- 
■iunal  men  ;  and  he  would  ask,  whether  it 
was  in  accordance  with  common  sens^  to 
invest  the  Magistrates  of  the  county  with 
power  to  cause  process  to  be  executed,  and 
and  yet  to  oust  the  jurisdiction,  and  nullify 
the  King's  writ  issuing  forth  of  his  Court  of 
Exchequer  ?  But  then  the  bon.  and  learned 
Member  said  that  the  writ  of  rebellion 
WO)  abolished  in  England.  Now,  that  was 
a  statement  that  was  not  founded  in  fact  ; 
and  he  must  say,  that  he  thought  it  was 
rather  inexcusable  in  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  to  make  that  statement,  because, 
as  a  member  of  the  profession,  he  ought  to 
have  known  that  the  issuing  of  a  writ  of 
rebellion,  so  far  from  being  obsolete,  had 
never  been  disused  in  Ireland.  Before  the 
Lay  Aisociation  was  formed,  in  18,^4,  one 
of  these  writs  was  issued  from  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  in  Ireland,  and  the  party  waa 
brought  up  in  custody.  But  then,  said  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  the  writ  bad 
been  abolished  in  England,  He  (Mr. 
Jackson)  begged  to  inform  him  that  be 
was  utterly  mistaken.  True  it  was,  ibat 
it  had  been  recommended  by  certain  Com- 
missioners that  the  practice  should  be 
abolished;  but  the  recommendation  had 
never  been  acted  upon.  It  did  so  happen 
he  could   show  that  the  practice   existed 
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The  case  was  one  of  some  encroachment  on 
an  oyster  bank ;  and  Lord  Brougham,  when 
called  upon  to  discbarge  the  party,  uid  he 
could  not  interfere.  This  occurred  ao 
recently  as  when  Lord  Brougham  was 
Chancellor,  and  therefore  to  say  that  the 
process  was  pbsolete  was  contrary  to  the 
fact ;  and  to  say  that  it  was  abolished  in 
England  was  equally  so.  He  (Mr.  Jackson) 
would  go  the  length  of  saying,  that  even 
if  the  issuing  of  a  writ  of  this  description 
had  .ilumbered  for  300  years,  the  present 
state  of  things  in  Ireland  required  it  should 
be  revived. — Let  hon.  Members  look  to 
what  bad  existed  and  to  what  did  exist  in 
Ireland,  and  let  tbem  then  say  whether  tt 
was  not  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  to  carry  the  powers  with  which 
it  was  invested  into  full  force  and  efiect. 
The  law  must  not  be  put  down.  It  must 
bo  upheld,  and,  please  God,  it  should  be 
upheld  and  obejed.  He  (Mr.  Jackson] 
would  not  believe  that  any  bon.  Gentlemen, 
whether  Whigs,  Tories,  or  Radicals,  could 
be  of  opinion  that  the  laws  of  the  land 
should  be  openly  defied  and  set  at  nought 
with  impunity — such  an  extremity  of  ab- 
surdity had  not  yet  been  arrived  at,  that 
the  people  of  England  would  stand  by  and 
see  the  laws  trampled  under  foot.  Sure  he 
was,  that  the  people  of  England  bad  not 
gone  thus  far,  and  he  trusted  they  never 
would,     I  I 


I  further    still — I    say, 


if  this  writ  had  never  existed, 
would  have  been  the  duty  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  to  have  de- 
vised writs  and  Invented  processes  to  have 
met  this  emergency.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  would  find,  that  whenever  cases 
hod  occurred  of  a  declared  and  determined 
intention  to  set  the  process  of  the  Courts  at 
defiance,  the  Judges  had  always  devised 
writs  to  meet  and  prevent  such  contempt 
of  their  authority.  This  was  done  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elliabethi  when  writs  of 
sequestration  were  &rst  invented.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  concluded  by 
expressing  his  gratitude  to  the  House  for 
the  great  attention  with  which  it  bad 
listened  to  his  remarks,  and  by  stating  that, 
if  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  bod  moved 
for  these  returns  without  making  any  ob- 
servations, he  should  not  have  offered  the 
slightest   objection    to    the   produc 


to  this  day  in  England,  because  no  longer  |  them  ;  but  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
ago  than  when  Lord  Brougham  was  |  had  thought  fit  to  preface  hia  motion  by 
Chancellor  (and  it  could  not  be  said  that  I  what  he  was  pleased  to  call  a  statement  of 
his  Lordship  was  obsolete),  a  person  was  '  facts,  and  thai  statement  had  compelled 
brought  before  him  in  the  Court  of  Chan-  i  him  to  show  that  what  the  hon.  and  learned 
eery,  under  a  Commission    of   rebellion.  '  Gentleman  called  facts  had  no  <iistence( 
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Mve  in  the  fertile  iraogination  of  the  hoii.  Mr.  OConnell:  I  shall  not  tre^ass  long 
and  learned  Gentleman.  The  hon.  and  I  upon  the  House;  but  I  feel  called  upon 
learned  Gentleman  moved  as  an  amend-  hj  the  very  triumphant  tone  in  which  the 
men t  to  the  first  part  of  the  motion,  that   lion,  and  leotned  Gentleman  has  challenged 


n  should  state  not  only  the  number 
of  tithe  bills  which  had  been  filed  in  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  but  the  cases  in  which 
the  defendants  had  paid  the  demands  either 
in  the  whole  or  in  part,  together  with  the 
number  of  cases  heard,  and  bills  which 
had  been  dinniased  in  hearing. 

Mr.  Hume  said  the  ban.  and  learned 
Gentleman  opposite  seemed  anxious  to  have 
all  the  details,  and  he  would  therefore 
surest  to  him  that  it  would  be  more  satis- 
factory if  the  return  stated  also  the  amount 
recovered,  the  amount  of  cost,  and  the  num- 
ber and  names  of  the  attorniea  employed. 

Mr.Sergeant  Jackson  had  not  the  slightest 
objection  to  the  addition. 

Mr.  (/Log/ilen  said,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  opposite  must  be  aware,  from 
his  knowledge  and  practice  in  the  Court  of 
Equity,  that  no  bill  filed  since  the  1st  of 
August  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  could 
have  come  now  to  a  hearing,  nor,  of  course, 
oould  any  bill  be  discussed  up  to  this  period. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  having 
obtained  the  return  he  moved  for,  and  it 
appearing  that  a  certain  number  were  not 
dismissed,  would  probably  argue  that  all 
the  cases  not  dismissed  hod  been  well 
founded.  He  thought  it  his  duty  to  give 
this  explanation  in  order  to  put  the  House 
on  its  guard  against  such  an  inference. 

Mr-Sergeant^acAfon always diSiired  from 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  opposite 
with  great  reluctsnce ;  but  he  was  much 
mistaken  if  he  was  not  present  himself  when 
there  was  a  decree  of  fequestration  in  many 
of  these  ca«ei. 

Mr.  CLogklen  begged  to  auure  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  that  he  was  not 
present  at  any  ona  decree.  He  must  re. 
member,  if  he  would  just  recollect  himself 
for  a  moment,  that  not  one  of  the  de- 
fendants would  be  required  to  answer  til! 
January,  and  then  there  was  a  long  stage 
between  the  answer  and  the  decree.  There 
were  two  or  three  stages  between  the 
answer  and  the  sequestTstion.  The  re- 
turn might  be  amended  so  as  to  g^ve  a  list 
of  the  various  bills  filed  from  the  1st  of 
August,  1S34,  to  the  1st  of  August,  1835, 
and  of  the  decrees  of  sequestration  down  to 
the  present  time. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Jackson  agreed  to  the  sug- 
gestion. 

Amendment  agreed  lo,  and  the  amended 
motion  was  put. 


upon  the  point  of  law,  totally  to  disclaim 
nis  law.  I  feel  morally  convinced  that  he 
is  entirely  mistaken  in  that  law.  I  do  not 
rise  to  arraign  it  as  a  fault  in  the  Protest- 
ant clergy,  that  they  have  been  filing  a  great 
number  of  bills,  by  the  aid  of  a  thing  called 
the  Lay  Association  ;  but  to  show  what  an 
irrational  cause  for  a  triumph  has  been 
claimed  over  the  hon.  and  le.irncd  Member 
for  Tipperary,  that  he  did  not  exactly  know 
by  whose  direct  inslruraentalily  the  Lay 
Association  worked,  or  liow  many  of  those 
suits  had  been  volunteered  by  tbe  clergy 
themselves.  I  do  not  think  that  the  hon. 
Member  was  very  culpable  in  not  knowing 
the  one  or  the  other,  nor  why  there  should 
have  been  such  a  vehement  thumping  of 
the  box,  because  he  happened  not  to  be 
aware  of  it.  I  do  not  know  in  what  of  all 
this  consisted  the  triumph.  There  are 
truisms  which  may  be  bawled  out  until  they 
crack  the  ears  of  the  listeners.  It  is  quite 
true  that  we  should  carry  the  law  into 
efiect.  I  do  not  know  of  any  man  who 
will  now  gravely  stand  up  in  any  assembly, 
and  say,  that  the  law  ought  not  to  be 
executed.  All  these  things  were  perfectly 
true;  but  the  question  is,  will  they  apply 
to  the  matter  before  us  ?  Some,  indeed, 
may  regret  that  the  Protestant  clergy  have 
no  better  manner  of  converting  their  pn, 
rishioners,  than  first  by  going  to  law  and 
then  to  war  with  them.  The  process  of 
conversion  is  now  614  bills  in  equity  and  a 
writ  of  rebellion.  This  certainly  must 
reconcile  the  people  of  that  country  to  the 
religion  of  those  clergymen;  and  this  is  thu 
cause  of  triumph,  to  make  them  thus  levy 
their  dues,  of  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  opposite  has  boasted.  Now,  if 
the  Lay  Association,  instead  of  combining 
to  carry  on  vexatious  proceedings  against 
the  community,  had  subscribed  money  to 
pay  and  support  the  Protestant  clergy  out 
of  their  own  pockets,  their  act  might  have 
met  with  the  approbation  of  every  human 
being.  Surely  the  subscription  to  such  a 
fund  has  been  praised  by  everyone  who  has 
heard  of  it ;  and  the  act  of  those  who  have 
generously  supported  the  clergymen  in 
whose  doctrines  they  believe,  has  been  uni- 
versally approved  of.  I  had  imagined,  when 
I  was  at  the  bar,  that  it  was  taken  to  be  un- 
doubtedly ihe  law,  that  five  or  six  persons 
combining  together  to  carry  on  law  suit(> 

ire  doing  an  act  which  wasoot  approved  of 
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by  law — nay,  that  any  men,  or  set  of  men, 
uniting  to  carry  on  what  might  be  the  most 
juHtiBable  claims,  were  doing  that  wbicli 
was  punishable  by  law.  That  was  the 
law  when  I  was  at  the  bar,  and  there  are 
persirtiH  now  to  praise  such  an  net  !  In- 
stead of  "  maintenance,"  when  I  was  at  ihe 
bar,  being  most  laudable,  it  waa  con- 
demned, and  yet  (here  are  now  present 
perMtnn  to  laud  it,  and  learned  Counsellors 
to  boast  of  it.  Tiiere  is  no  other  topic 
upon  which  t  would  wish  to  address  the 
House,  but  for  the  triumph  claimed,  in  the 
dignified  manner  that  it  was  claimed,  over 
my  hitn.  and  learned  Friend.  I  never 
Inew,  Sir,  until  this  evening,  that  the 
Court  of  Esnhef]uer  was  a  Criminal  Court. 
I  did  not  know  until  now,  that  those 
who  sat  on  the  Judicial  Bench  had  a  right 
to  exercise  all  the  powers  of  the  Executive ; 
but  I  have  row  to  learn  from  bis  Majesty's 
Attorney-  General  for  Ireland,  whether  by 
a  writ  of  rebellion  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
can  take  the  command  of  the  military  and 
police  furce  in  Ireland.  Triumphant  as 
has  been  the  manner  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  opposite,  I  do  say,  that  the  very 
contrary  position  was  laid  down  by  Chief 
Baron  Joy,  when  he  was  Attorney- General 
for  Ireland ;  and  I  do  believe  that  that  very 
opinion  is  to  bo  found  in  liis  oivn  band- 
writing,  with  the  date  and  the  very  time 
at  which  it  n-as  delivered.  I  do  believe  it 
will  be  so  found  by  the  noble  XiOrd  who 
represents  the  Government  of  Ireland.  If 
he  should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  for 
the  opinion  of  the  Attorney- Gen  era!  Joy, 
he  wil!  find  that  opinion  in  direct  opposition 
lo  the  judgment  of  Chief  Baron  Joy.  I  have 
no  more  doubt  of  this  than  I  have  of  my 
own  existence.  I  defy  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  opposite  to  contradict  mc.  The 
Court  of  Exchequer  has  Judicial  powers  ; 
hut  it  has  not  jurisdiction  over  the  police. 
There  has  been  a  talk  of  inferior  Magis- 
trates having  power  over  the  police,  and 
not  the  Court  of  Exchequer.  The  Magis-- 
trateH  take  out  the  police,  because  the 
warrantsmust  beobeyed,  Now,  the  Court 
of  Exchequer  does  not  go  out  with  the 
police ;  nor  does  it  appoint  any  one  to  do 
so,  except  a  process-server,  who  is  certainly 
not  the  most  respectable  character  in  society. 
A  common  process-server  is  to  take  the 
c'.mmand  of  the  police  }  Is  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman's  law }  And  what 
id  material,  too,  upon  this  point,  the  penion 
in  named,  not  by  the  Court  of  Exchequer, 
but  bv  the  plnintifl-  He  is  named  in  (he 
office  where  the  writ  is  issued,  and  without 


the  Court's  interference  at  all ;  then  the 

plaintiff  can  name  the  lowest  person  in  the 
community.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man's law  is,  that  the  plaintiff  can  name 
the  greatest  vagabond,  or  the  worthiest 
person,  be  chooses — for  he  is  perfectly  free 
in  his  selection  —  and  such  a  person  can 
take  out  the  entire  police  and  military  ;  fur 
if  the  police  are  bound  to  go  out,  so  are  the 
military  also.  And  when  ban.  and  learned 
Gentlemen  talk  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  what  is  its  jurisdiction 
if  a  murder  is  committed .' — if  high  treason 
is  committed,  what  is  its  jurisdiction  !  The 
Court  has  not  the  least  jurisdiction.  And 
yet  the  Court  that  has  no  jurisdiction  in 
such  cases  is  now  to  revive  a  writ  of 
rebellion,  and  under  a  paltry  pretest,  seek 
to  confer  such  power  through  means  of 
an  obsolete  instrument.  I,  for  one,  will 
speak  out — I  arraign  that  decision — I  say 
that  it  was  a  political  decision.  I  say  it 
was  a  Lay  Association  decision.  They 
who  made  it  were  parties  with  the  Lay 
Association, 'and  by  an  obsolete  process  tbey 
assumed  to  themselves,  in  order  to  spite  the 
Executive,  an  authority  over  the  gwlice 
force,  which  is  most  formidable  to  the  entire 
liberty  of  every  British  subject  should  it 
not  be  restrained.  If  it  be  true  (and  I 
should  be  glad  to  find  whether  I  am 
correct  or  not)  that  the  Chief  Baron  when 
at  the  bar  advised  Government  not  to  allow 
the  police  to  be  taken  out  to  serve  civil  pro- 
cess, then  I  arraign  this  as  a  political  de- 
cision. Then  we  have,  too,  the  knowledge 
of  Baron  Smith,  who  was  sick  on  the  2nd 
November,  being  again  the  S6ih  January 
able  to  go  into  Court — I  hope  he  was 
really  well.  [Cheers  from  Ihe  OppotUion.'} 
What  harm  is  there  then  in  my  saying, 
that  I  hope  he  really  was  well?  But,  if 
an  imputation  be  cast  upon  him,  let  the 
fact  speak  for  him.  He  was  sick  for  two 
months  before,  but  able  to  preside  at  the 
trial  of  Mr.  Reynolds.  I  understand  the 
fact  to  be,  that  the  learned  Baron  was  not 
in  Court  from  the  trial  of  Reynolds  until 
the  decision  was  given  on  the  writs  of 
rebellion,  on  the  36th  January,  And  yet 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  seem  not  to  be 
pleased  with  uie,  when  I  say,  that  I  am 
sorry  Baron  Smith  waa  not  better.  But  is 
it  now  to  be  heard  of  in  the  Britidi 
dominions,  that  a  Cuurt  of  Equity— an 
inftrior  class  of  a  Court  of  Equity— in- 
vented for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the 
rents  due  lo  the  Grown,  and  acting  under 
the  fiction,  that  debts  claimed  to  be  due  are 
due  to  Ihe  King  ;  ttnd  yet,  is  it  la  be  aaid. 
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tbat  a  Coort  of  this  kind,  which  is  merely 
civil  in  its  nature,  and  wih  out  any  criminal 
jurisdiction,  should,  by  a  fiction  of  law, 
aaunie  such  povrere  ?  Centuries  ago  it 
was  decided  that  Courts  should  nut  invent 
new  writs.  1  am  astoninhed  where  (he 
ban.  and  learned  Gentleman  haa  lefl:  his 
law.  Such  a  power  it  has  over  and  over 
been  decided  that  Courts  should  not  assume 
—it  has  been  taken  away  sltice,  about  the 
time  of  Magna  Charla.  [Laughter  frum 
the  Oppotilion  (  in  which  CoIohcI  Perceval 
me  beiteve)  uiai  dUtinguished.\  Why,  the 
hon.  andgaUant  Colonel  (Colonel  PerccTal) 
actually  imagines,  he  is  so  deluded  as  to 
suppose,  that  be  knows  something  of  the 
matter.  Writsareat  certain  times  allowed 
to  be  made  ;  and  the  officers  of  the  Court 
can  accommodate  writs  to  particular  pur- 
poses ;  hut  are  we  now  to  be  told,  that  a 
Court  of  Exchequer  is  to  invent  a  writ  to 
effect  a  pnrduular  object  j  and  this  to  be 
declared  lu  ub  with  all  the  triumph  nf  boxing 
the  table,  and  responded  to  with  cheers, 
as  if  their  opponents  were  hunting  after 
Wbitcboys,  or  shooting  down  the  non- 
payers  of  tithes.  Why,  I  say,  there  will 
bo  some  pretence  for  these  heroics,  if  the 
Government  will  give  in  to  the  fancies  of 
Chief  Baron  Joy,  Baron  Smith,  without 
calculating  upon  their  aide-de-camp.  Baron 
Foster.  Until  the  King's  Government 
advocate  a  feigned  process  like  this,  I  shall 
be  of  opinion  that  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
bas  00  criminal  jurisdiction — that  it  has  no 
power  over  the  police — no  power  over  the 
military — and  that  ^bis  writ  of  rebellion 
has  been  obtained  and  grtmted,  not  as  a 
remedy,  but  for  vengeance. 

Mr.  Lefroy  was  not  surprised  to  hear 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  arraign  the 
Court  of  Exchequer.  There  was  no  re- 
spectable body  in  the  empire  which,  he  be- 
lieved, bad  nut  at  one  time  or  the  other 
been  the  object  of  the  bun.  and  learned 
Gentleman's  invective.  Some  time  since 
he  believed  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  ar- 
raigned some  of  the  Members  of  his  ma- 
jesty's present  Government.  He  did  not 
rise  to  enter  into  the  subject  at  large.  He 
was  perfectly  satisfied  by  the  manner  in 
which  bis  hon.  and  learned  Friend  had  dis- 
charged his  duty,  and  he  should  feel  that 
he  would  but  weaken  the  impression  pro- 
duced by  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend's  ex- 
ceDent  speech  were  he  to  go  at  length  ititn 
the  sut^ect.  He  certainly  felt  surprised 
to  see  any  Menibet  of  the  legal  profession 
Btand  lip  in  bis  place  to  arraign  the  power 
vf  the  £xclic^uer  to  iuue  writs  in  the  casei 


referred  to.  With  respect  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  he  would 
quote  a  high  authority  on  tbat  part  of  the 
subject.  'The  bon.  and  learned  Memb<.T 
read  an  extract  from  a  Law-book,  estab- 
lishing the  jurisdiction  of  tbat  Court  in 
the  issue  of  such  writs  as  had  been  referred 
to.  This  writ  of  rebellion  was  not  en  or- 
dinary proceeding  he  was  free  to  admit,  but 
would  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
deny  thai  from  the  foundation  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  this  writ  bad  been 
a  portion  of  its  process?  The  Court,  on 
the  failure  of  the  primary  proceeiling,  ex- 
ercised the  right  of  issuing  a  writ  of  rebel. 
lion,  directed  to  the  parties  named  in  the 
mandate  of  the  writ,  ard  calling  on  all 
police  officers  and  all  other  persons  to  be 
assisting  against  those  guilty  of  ihe  con- 
tumely of  resistii.g  (be  first  writ.  Every 
Magistrate  was  bound  to  he  assisting  in 
the  execution  of  ihii  writ.  The  Sheriff 
of  the  county  was  bound  to  assist  in  its  ex- 
ecution, and  every  subject  of  the  King  was 
called  on  to  te  aiding  and  assisting.  The 
Court  having  issued  its  original  process 
when  the  pirty  stood  out  against  the  minor 
process.,  why  should  not  the  Court  exer- 
cise the  privilege  of  proceeding  lo  a  linal 
remedy  ?  Wliy  should  not  the  Court  in  such 
a  case  have  the  right  to  call  alt  ibe  parties 
into  Court }  Could  any  mun  (Contend,  that 
the  law  should  be  fruitless,  and  the  power 
of  the  Court  be  at  an  end,  as  would  be  the 
case  if  this  right  were  refused  to  it  ?  He 
was  surprised  how  this  course  f^hould  have 
been  taken.  He  was  surprised  to  hear  in 
Parliament  the  authority  of  the  Courts  of 
Justice  denied,  and  their  proceedings  cavilled 
at.  If  the  power  of  the  Courts  to  vindi- 
cate the  law  was  tube  interfered  with  whero 
was  the  protection  for  the  safety  uf  society, 
for  the  liberty  of  individuals,  or  for  the 
rights  of  the  subject.  He  was  nirprised 
to  bear  sucb  an  argument.  Tiie  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin  bad  talki-'d  aa 
if  this  proceeding  was  a  revival  of  an  ohso- 
lete  practice.  But  it  was  no  such  thing. 
He  had  had  thirty-five  years'  experience  at 
the  Bar,  and  he  had  always  known  ibut 
when  the  Courts  had  bad  their  culhoriiy 
set  at  defiance,  they  had  res<>rtcd  to  the 
most  effectual  means  in  their  p^'Bses.siim  lu 
vindicate  their  authorily.  When  defiance 
was  hurled  at  the  law,  and  when  civil  rights 
were  invaded,  it  was  right  that  the  law 
should  put  all  its  energy  forth  In  its  own 
vindication,  for  the  maintenance  of  its  own 
dignity  and  the  protection  of  those  rights. 
The  junBdiclion  of  the  Court  of  Fxvhegnei 
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Inquired  this  vindication.  This  authority 
had  been  set  at  naught,  and  it  was  its  right, 
and,  more  than  that,  it  was  its  duty,  to  vin- 
dicate its  authoritj  in  the  most  pumerful 
manner.  Great  reliance  Kerned  to  be  placed 
at  the  other  side  upon  opiniona  or  advice 
which  had  been  given  to  a  former  Govern- 
ment by  the  present  Chief  Barnn  of  the 
Exchequer  when  Attorney- General.  What 
did  that  advice  amount  to  ?  Why,  eioiply 
this,  that  it  was  not  advisable  to  employ 
the  police  force  in  civil  process ;  but  if  any 
case  ehnuld  arL-ie  demanding  the  interference 
of  a  Magistrate,  the  police  were  then  to  be 
called  (in  to  interfere.  He  did  not  think 
that  this  power  had  been  exercised  unless 
where  the  original  process  of  the  Court  had 
been  contemned,  and  he  certainly  could  not 
coDeeive,  that  any  blame  could  attach  to 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  for  attempting  to 
vindicate  its  own  authority.  It  had  been 
contended  on  the  other  side,  that  the  power 
of  calling  into  assistance  the  police  force 
was  not  to  be  exercised  unless  by  the  inter- 
feronce  and  under  the  control  of  a  Magis- 
trate. But,  notwithstanding  all  that  had 
been  attempted  to  be  contended  to  the  con- 
trary, he  never  could  persuade  himself  that 
a  power  would  be  given  to  a  subsidiary 
Magistrate  which  would  be  denied  to  one 
of  the  high  Courts  of  the  country.  He 
would  repeat  that  if  this  power  of  calling 
the  police  force  into  exertion  for  the  vindi- 
cation of  the  law  were  placed  in  the  hands 
of  an  inferior  Magistrate,  why  should  not 
such  power  be  placed,  or  why  should  such 
power  be  withheld,  when  one  of  the  highest 
CoUTUi  in  the  collection  of  the  King's  re. 
venue  called  for  assistance  in  the  execution 
of  its  processes,  and  in  the  vindication  of  its 
authority.  He  trusted,  that  it  would  fully 
appear  to  the  House  that  in  any  proceeding 
which  had  talien  place,  the  Court  of  Exche- 
quer had  in  no  way  exceeded  its  authority, 
or  outstripped  the  bounds  of  its  jurisdic- 
tion ;  and  he  felt  tatisGed,  that  he  would 
encounter  little  diflerence  of  opinion  when 
lie  expressed  an  expectation  that  the  House 
would  concur  with  him  in  thinking  that  in 
any  portion  of  his  judicial  conduct  respect- 
ing the  transactions  in  debate,  the  learned 
and  eminent  person  who  was  Chief  Baron 
of  the  Exchequer  had  in  no  way  acted  in- 
consistently witli  those  opinions  on  which 
■o  much  argument  had  been  founded  as 
having  been  expressed  by  that  learned  per- 
son when  he  was  Attorney-General.  Ii 
this  conviction,  he  would  not  oSer-any  fur 
ther  obtiervations, 

Mr.  Sergeant    O'Loghlen   ataXei,   that 
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having  been  appealed  to  by  the  hon.  and 
leam^l  Gentleman  (Mr.  Lefroy),  he  could 
not  allow  the  debate  to  close  without 
offering  a  few  observations  to   the  House. 


would  say  that  even  in  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer in  Ireland,  a  person  writing  against 
the  practice  of  that  Court,  so  long  hack  as 
the  year  177D,  called  it  even  then  an  ob- 
solete process.  The  Court  of  Chancery 
in  Ireland  had  abolished  it.  Though  ha 
admitted  the  existence  of  the  process  in. 
the  Court  of  Exchequer,  he  did  not  know 
of  lis  being  executed  but  in  one  or  two 
instances.  He  stated  this  as  a  fact  which 
could  not  be  contradicted,  that  in  any  re- 
port of  any  law  case  there  conld  not  be 
I'ound  a  precedent  for  such  an  order  as  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  made  in  the  case  then 
under  consideration.  It  was  not  the  mere 
issuing  of  a  writ,  and  the  arresting  of  a 
party,  that  the  public  had  a  right  to  com- 
plain of;  but  it  was  this — that  the  Court 
of  Exchequer  had  not  merely  ordered  it 
to  be  executed,  but  it  had  taken  upon 
itself  to  commit  two  individuals  who  had 
declined  to  take  part  in  the  execution  of 
(hat  writ— one  of  those  persons  living  at 
a  distance  of  eighty  miles  from  where  the 
other  wag  called  upon  to  assist  in  its  en- 
eculion.  The  question  was  not  as  to  the 
issuing  of  the  writ,  but  whether  that 
House  was  prepared  to  sanction  a  Court 
in  declaring  this: — that  it  would  attach 
for  conlempt  every  man  who  refused  a 
bailiff  named  by  the  plaintiff,  to  go  and 
assist  him  al  any  time,  and  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, to  execute  this  writ.  This 
was  a  question  which  affected  the  liberty 
of  every  individual ;  because  iT  it  were  to 
be  held  that  the  police  constables  were  to 
be  attached  for  not  obeying  the  summons 
of  a  Commissioner  in  a  writ  of  rebellion, 
there  was  no  person  in  the  community 
safe — nay,  the  Chief  Baron  himself  might 
be  attached  for  similar  conduct.  The 
police  in  Ireland,  as  the  House  knew  from 
a  discussion  which  took  place  in  an  early 
part  of  the  evening,  owed  their  origin  to 
an  Act  passed  in  the  year  1822.  That 
boriy  of  police  now  consisted  of  upwardt 
of  7,000  men.  The  expenses  of  support- 
ing them  was  defrayed  half  out  of  the 
consolidated  fund,  and  [he  other  half  wa» 
paid  by  a  tax  levied  in  the  different  coun- 
ties in  which  they  were  employed.  Under 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  the  Lord-Lieu- 
teDBut  of  Irtland  had  the  pofrer  of  ftuniog 
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rulei  and  regulations,  not  merely  as  re- 
garded the  internal  regulations  of  the 
police,  but  slating  precisely  what  the  du- 
ties were  which  the  constables  had  to  per- 
form. In  1833,  shortly  arter  the  passing 
of  the  Act,  rules  were  iramed  pursuant  to 
this  power,  and  the  Lord  Chief  fisron, 
who  was  (hen  Solicitor-General,  admitted 
in  Court,  when  he  was  pressed  upon  Ihe 
subject,  that  he  had  framed  the  rule  which 
had  been  mentioned  by  ihe  hon.  Member 
for  Tipperary,  and  in  that  rule  it  was  dis- 
tinctly laid  dowQ  that  the  police  were  not 
to  interfere  in  the  execution  of  civil  pro- 
cess, unless  called  upon  by  a  Magistrate, 
or  the  Sheriff  in  person.  In  1823  this 
rule  was  framed  by  the  Chief  Baron.  A 
question  arOEe,  both  between  the  Sherifis 
and  Magistrates  and  the  Government  upon 
this  subject.  The  Sheriffs  insisted  that 
the  police  should  aid  them  in  the  execu- 
tion of  these  writs.  The  Government, 
however,  insisted  that  the  police  constable 
was  only  to  be  a  preserver  of  the  public 
peace.  In  1833,  ihe  Government  having 
been  applied  to  for  the  aid  of  the  police 
in  the  execution  of  til  he- warrants,  the 
Chief  Baron  gave  this  opioion: — "It 
might  be  right  to  advert  to  the  impropriety 
of  employing  the  police  to  assist  in  the 
execulion  of  tithe  warrants — ihe  inler- 
ference  of  that  body  in  assisting  in  the 
first  instance  in  the  execution  of  civil  pro- 
cefs  being  most  improper,"  ^heertfrom 
the  Oppotilion  Members.']  Hon.  Gentle- 
men bad  helter  reserve  their  cheers ;  he 
would  presently  state  facta  which  would 
show  that  ihey  had  not  much  cause  for 
cheering.  This  opinion  proceeded ; — "  If 
any  breach  of  the  peace  is  committed  by 
resistance  to  civil  process,  then,  and  not 
till  then,  can  the  interference  of  the  police 
be  warranted,  and  this  for  the  purpose  of 
apprehending  the  offenders."  The  Lord 
Chief  Baron  then  advised  that  the  police 
should  only  interfere  after  a  breach  of  the 
peace,  end  even  then  but  for  the  purpose 
of  apprehending  the  oifenders.  In  18S3 
the  Sheriff  of  Limerick  called  for  the  aid 
of  the  police  in  the  execution  of  civil  pro- 
Ass  ;  and,  when  they  considered  this  case, 
Ihe  facts  of  which  he  would  slate  pre- 
■ently,  he  would  ask,  could  any  person 
contend  that  when  assistance  was  refused 
lo  the  Sheriff,  it  should  be  given  to  a 
bailiff  named  by  the  plaintiff— that  the 
first  and  most  responsible  officer  should 
be  refused,  and  that  every  person  named 
in  Uiti  otw9l«te  writ,  b9  matur  who  be 


If  Ihe  polico 
went  out  under  the  orders  of  a  Magis- 
trate, thelaw  protected  them  aslongasthey 
acted  under  the  orders  of  that  Magistrate  ; 
they  all  knew,  from  sad  experience, 
what  unhappy  conflicts  had  taken  place 
when  they  had  been  so  called  out;  and 
would  it  now  be  said  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  allow  the  police  to 
go  without  a  Magistrate  or  a  Sheriff  with 
any  person,  no  matter  what  his  si(ua(ion 
in  life  might  be,  unknown,  irresponsible, 
the  mere  bailiff  of  the  plaintiff;  that 
under  the  orders  of  such  persons  they 
were  to  break  open  doors  by  day  or  hj 
night,  and  arrest  any  person  whom  their 
Commission  might  point  out  ?  Would  the 
House  sanction  any  such  doctrine  when 
it  recollected  the  numerous  conflicts  be- 
tween  the  police  and  the  people,  even 
when  the  former  were  acting  under  the 
orders  of  the  known  and  responsihle  au- 
thorities? He  Guid,  that  in  1823  the 
Sheriff  of  Limerick  applied  for  aid,  and 
this  was  the  answer  given  : — 

"  I  have  lo  acknowledge  Ihe  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  14ih  initsnl,  and  faavins,  by  Ihe 
Lord -Lieutenant's  desire,  conEulled  ihe  law 
adviser  of  the  Crown,  I  am  to  acquaint  you 
ihal  he  it  of  opininn  that,  except  in  a  cnse  of 
actual  breach  of  Ae  peace,  Ihe  police  cannot 
be  emptoyed  by  you  in  the  capacity  orsiieriff." 
The  Sheriff,  not  satisfied  with  this  answer, 
inclosed  a  copy  of  the  opinions  of  Mr. 
Sauriu  and  Mr.  Pennefather,  stating  that 
they  considered  the  police  could  be  teken 
out  as  part  of  the  power  of  the  county, 
and  requested  that  the  opinion  of  the  law 
ofEcers  of  ihe  Crown  should  be  taken 
with  reference  to  those  opinions.  He 
stated  (hat  his  county  was  under  the 
Peace  Preservation,  as  well  as  the  Insur- 
rection Act;  and  that  he  could  not,  with- 
out imminent  danger  of  life,  attempt  10 
execute  the  King's  writs.  This  was  ihe 
application  of  a  Sheriff;  and  he  would 
read  now  the  answer  or  the  Solicitor-Ge- 
neral Joy  ;  he  was  warranted  in  calling  it 
so,  for  the  original  was  in  his  haadwiit- 
ing:— 

"December  24ih,  1824. 

"  Siti, — X  have  received  and  laid  berore  iha 
Lord  Lieutenant  >our  lelter  of  the  19lh  inil., 
soliciting  ihe  aid  of  the  pohcc  in  the  execulion 
of  writs,  and  I  am  to  acquaint  you  lliat  it  is 
no  part  of  ibe  duty  of  the  constables  under 
the  3d  Geo.  IV.,  c.  103,  to  utix  in  execuiing 
such  wills,  Bud  his  Excellency,  iberefore,  can> 
not  give  the  order  whicb  you  require;  but  if 
the  penoas  properly  authorised  to  exsculs 
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jhem  are  obstructed  or  reslaieJ  in  tlie  exccu- 1  preheud  (he  offenders  would  be  quite  coniut- 
kn  ofihat  duly,  the  constables  will  be  bound,  ;  ent   with  the   purpose  for  which   they   were 
on  infornialions  as  to  rbe  circumstances  being  '  estnblished,  and  would  bu highly  proper,'' 
sworn  before  a  Magistrate,  to  apprehend  the  I  He  had  lo  slate   now,  ihftt   another  appli- 
persons  concerned  in  such  obslruclioti  or  re-    ^ijon  ^^g  ^gje  by  the  Sub-sheriff  of  the 


>,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  them  Lo 
punishment." 

This  letter  appeared  to  be  signed  by  the 
Under  Secretary  for  Ireland.  To  tt  was 
appended  this: — 


made  by  the  Sub-sheriff  of  the 
county  Clare,  who  applied  to  the  High 
Constable  Watklns,  to  give  htm  some 
mounted  police  to  assist  in  the  service  of 
writs.  He  would  refer  presently  to  the 
answer  then  given  by  the  then  Secretary 


"  The  new  constables  are  to  be  employed    for   Ireland,   who   was,   subsequently,  the 
in  arresting  any  of  the  persons  who  can  be    Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.       The   ap. 
sworn  to  have  been  gu.tly  of  the  atlack  on  the  ;     ligation  to  the  chief  constable  is  reported 
Sheriff.     As  to  assisting  theSher.ff  lo  execute  ■  '      .  .      .     .i,„  ,„„„„;„„  ,„.,_._      ^ 
civil  process,  they  are  not  to  be  called   on  ex-  i    J    " 
eepi  as  pari  of  the  pone  comilaCvt,  from  which  < 
service  ihey  are  not  exempt.  ' 

"January  34,1825.'' 


The  Magistrates  and  Sheriffs  were  not 
satisfied  with  this,  and  the  case  was  laid 
before  the  Attorney- General  and  the  So- 
licitor-General. The  opinion  given  by 
them  was : — 

"  We  have  already,  ori  full  consideration, 
giren  our  opinion,  that  the  proper  duty  of  the 
constables  appointed  under  the  new  Act  is  lo 
act  in  the  execution  of  Maaistrales'  warrants 
in  cases  only  where  a  breach  of  the  peace  is 
committed  ;  in  all  other  cases,  the  Magistrates 
are  at  liberty  to  proceed  ss  they  have  hitherto 
done,  the  power  of  appoinliog  constables  for 
such  oliier  purposes  remaining  unaffected  by 
the  late  Act.     The  Magistrates,  therefore,  will 

direct  theii  ' 

deliver  thei 


"  W.  C.  pLirsKErr. 

"Augusl,  1834.''  "  Hv.  Jov." 
This  was  in  1824,  and,  in  that  year,  such 
was  the  opinion  given  by  the  present  Lord 
Chancellor  end  the  present  Lord  Chief 
Baron.  In  1824  another  application  for 
assistance  was  made,  and  this  answer  was 
aUo  returned  under  the  direction  of  the 
Chiff  Bjron  :— 

"  I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving,  and 
submitting  to  the  Lord  Lieutensni,  your  letter 
of  the  agihult,,  repre<eniing,  by  desire  of  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace  acting  in  the  barony  of 
Clanwilliam  north,  and  cuualy  of  Limerick, 
the  difficulty  in  which  they  are  placed  in  con~ 
sequence  ot  the  police  not  being  employed  to 
execute  warrants  for  the  recovery  of  tithe.  I 
um  directed  by  his  Excellency  lo  inform  you 
that,  after  the  most  mature  and  repealed  con- 
sideration of  the  subject,  ii  is  considered,  that 
the  employment  of  the. police,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, in  the  execution  of  civil  process,  would 
tend  mainly  to. defeat  the  gre:it  object  of  their 
institution;  but,  that  if  any  breach  of  the 
pe:>ce  shonld  be  coinmitied  in  resisting  civil 
process,  tl<e  employmeal  of  tbe  pulice  to  ap- 


following  letter:  — 
I  have  to  report  the  conduct  of  Mr- 
Benjamin  Green,  Sut>-slieriff  of  this  county : 
this  day  he  had  three  mounted   men  e 


cuting  a 


Serjeant  Ryalls  that  he  would  require  four 
mounted  men  in  the  morning  to  go  close  to 
O'Brien's  Bridge,  there  to  protect  him  in  per- 
forming his  duty.  On  tny  return  from  Tulla, 
Serjeant  Ryalls  acquainted  me  with  his  wishes. 
I  sent  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Green  (by  Ser- 
jeant Ryalls}  that  the  duties  to  be  performed 
were  out  of  my  diitrict;  that  he  could  get 
men  at  O'Brien's  Bridge.  He  rephed,  I  was 
very  impudent  for  sending  such  a  message, 
and  that  he- should  have  the  men.  When 
Seijeant  Ryalls  returned,  he  reported  Mr. 
Green's  reply.  I  was  going  down  to  call  on 
Mr.  Green,  but  met  him  in  Gaol-slreel.  I 
called  him  one  side  from  the  party  he  was 
speaking  to,  and,  on  my  commenciDg  to  speak 
to  him,  he  commenced  abusina  me  in  a  most 
violent  manner;  said  be  should  have  the 
horses  to  go  where  he  pleased,  that  tbey  were 
there  for  his  use,  and  many  other  things  I 
cannot  call  to  memory.  1  replied  be  should 
have  the  horses,  but  that  I  would  report  the 
circumstance  to  you;  he  said  T  might  do  so, 
and  was  so  very  intemperate  as  to  collect  a 
mob  about  us.  1  have  now.  Sir,  to  beg  the 
favour  of  an  inquiry  into  this  case.  If  I  have 
been  in  error,  it  will  be  the  means  of  pre* 
venting  a  recurrence;  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  will  appear  I  have  not  been  in  error,  1  trust 
you  will  have  the  goodness  lo  take  such  steps 
as  you  may  think  best,  so  as  to  protect  me  tn 
the  execution  of  your  orders ;  the  place  Mr. 
Green  is  going  lo  is  Doonass,  two  mites  from 
O'Brien's  Bridge,  and  one  from  Ctonlara ;  at 
the  former  station,  is  Lieutenant  Bendon  and 
pnrty  1  at  the  latter  three  men  at  present.  It 
is  litenty-lhrce  miles  from  Ennis.  It  will 
also  be  necessary  to  acquaint  you,  that  on 
Monday  all  the  horses  were  at  the  fair  of  Qtiin, 
and  much  worked  up ;  this  day,  as  1  said  be^ 
fore,  he  had  three  of  thera  out.  One  man  was 
with  me  at  Tulln,  and  one  ill,  leaving  but  two 
nut  employed.  I  conceiveihat  forty-six  miles 
would  be  too  m'trh  for  the  horses  in  a  day, 
and  particnlarly  when  men  and  horses  are  so 
convenient,  tie  asked  me  tf  I  thought  ha 
was  to  go  out  of  bis  way  to  onhr  those  lionei, 
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I  cannot  deicnbe  the  abuse  lie  gave  id  the  pre- 
tence of  many  penona." 
The  then  SecreUry  for  Ireland  sent  the 
following  inalnictions  to  the  chief  con- 
■table  :— 

"I  have  submitted  to  the  Lord-Lieu lenant 
your  letter  of  the  13tti,  itating  the  case  under 
which  the  Under-sheriff  for  the  county  Clare 
had  required  Ihe  allendance  of  Ihe  mounted 
eonstablss  for  hit  protection,  and  requesting 
instructions  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  by 
you  in  the  event  of  such  demands  being  re- 
pealed. 1  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you, 
that  the  conatabtes  cannot  legally  be  employed 
by  the  Sheriff  or  his  deputy,  iu  the  execution 
of  civil  process,  and  as  it  is  essential  Ihat  this 
ahould  he  distinctly  understood,  it  will  be  ne- 
cesMrr  that  all  applications  for  this  purpose 
should  be  withstood.  In  the  execution  of 
criminal  process,  or  for  the  maintenance  of 
^e  public  peace,  the  Sheriff  has  a  legal  power 
of  requiring  tbc  service  of  the  constable." 
Here  the  police  would  not  be  given  to  the 
sherifi*  of  Clare  when  calling  for  their  as- 
sistance in  tlie  execution  of  the  King'ti 
writs.  This  was  the  advice  given  b;  the 
Chief  Baron,  who  now  said  that  it  was  a 
contempt  tn  constables  to  Tefrain  to  aid  a 
commission  of  rebellion.  There  was  no 
lawyer  in  the  House,  or  out  of  the  House, 
who  wotild  contend  that  a  writ  of  rebel- 
lion was  any  thing  more  than  a  civil  pro- 
cess to  enforce  civil  rights;  the  treason 
was  purged  by  the  paying  the  plaintiff's 
attorney  his  bill  of  costs ;  upon  thai  being 
done,  "  the  rebel "  was  pardoned.  The 
process  was  to  enforce  an  appearance ;  but 
It  never  was  contended,  by  any  lawyer, 
that  it  was  a  criminal  process.  Id  the 
month  of  December,  1824,  another  gen- 
tleman from  a  differeDt  part  of  Ireland, 
that  was  described  as  being  exceedingly 
peaceable,  thus  describes  the  state  of  the 
peasantry,  lliis  letter  was  from  the  Sheriff 
of  Fermanagh,  and  dated  the  19th  of 
December,  1825. 

"  Sia— Having  in  ray  hands  at  this  moment 
several  of  Ihe  King's  writs,  at  the  suit  of  the 
very  rev.  Dean  Burrows,  against  a  number  of 

Cona  residing  on  the  school  lands  in  the 
ny  of  Glenawly,  in  this  county,  and  been 
hitherto  opposed  in  the  execution  of  my  duly 
by  large  armed  parlies,  riotously  assembled 
together,  bearing  Hags  and  otherwise  appa- 
rently determined  to  commit  a  breach  of  the 
peace,  should  I  have  peraisled  therein,  I  am 
thus  reluctantly  obliged  to  call  upon  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  Kir  their  directions  how  to 
oblain  aid  in  support  of  the  civil  power  herein, 
prior  to  my  again  attempting  the  execution 
thereof, 
«  I  should  not  thus  intmde  myself  on  your 


notice,  but  ihal  wilhoul  ■  Magistrate's  warrant 
ihe  police  of  this  county  will  not  obey  any 
but  the  Uigh-sberiff  in  person,  or  ihe  military, 
unless  at  the  moment  of  opposition;  neither 
of  which  would  I  call  on  except  in  a  case  like 
this,  where  I  have  been  myself  a  witness,  and 
a  number  of  affidavits  hare  been  made  that 
both  lives  are  likely  to  be  endangered,  aod  a 
breach  of  ihe  peace  apprehended,  should  I  go 
to  those  lands  unprotected. 

"  Your  advice  and  immediate  allenlion  lo 
this  matter  will  materially  facilitate  me  in  my 
duly  in  this  behalf,  as  also  remove  the  awkward 
mnnner  I  am  placed  in  as  to  my  power  of 
calling  on  the  police  without  a  Magislrale's 
warrant,  (which  cannot  at  all  times  be  pro- 
cured,) or  the  High-sheriff  attending  in  petion. 
And  I  am.  Sir,  &c.'' 

The  answer  to  this  letter  was  to  this 
effecl,  from  Mr.  Gregory  :  — 

"The  men  will,  on  no  account,  interfere  in 
the  execalion  of  any  vrrit,  decree,  or  civil 
order,  or  in  driving  for  rent,  lithes,  or  laxes, 
unless  called  out  by  a  Magistrate,  or  the  High 
or  Sub-sheriff  in  person,  and  then  they  will 
only  consider  it  their  duly  to  protect  those 
persona  in  the  execution  of  iheir  office." 
Acting  on  this  authority  the  Sub-sheriff 
went  out  on  the  19th  of  January,  and  met 
with  the  same  hostile  resistance;  an  ac- 
count of  which  he  thus  gives: — 

"  EnnisVillen,  Jan.  20, 1836. 

"  Sin— In  pursuance  of  your  letter  of  the 
24th  December  last,  given  in  reply  to  mine, 
slating  the  necessity  of  my  being  protected  in 
executing  civil  process  on  (he  school  land*  in 
the  barony  of  Glenawly,  in  this  county,  from 
the  armed  parlies  which  before  opposed  me, 
which  letter  refused  me  the  aid  and  support  I 
solicited  from  his  Majesty's  governmenl,  I 
repaired  on  ihe  19lh  (yesterday)  January  in- 
stant in  order  lo  execute  certain  of  ihe  King's 
writs,  when  the  same  party  altaclied  myself 
and  my  men,  rescued  cattle,  and  the  persons 
themselves  against  whom  I  had  orders  were 
opposed  to  me,  and  gave  orders  and  directions 
to  a  number  of  men  armed  with  guns,  bayonets, 
forks,  sticks  (of  all  kinds),  and  stones,  who,  in 
the  most  savage  manner  attacked  and  beat 
myself  and  four  men  whom  I  had  with  me, 
(ihree  of  whom  are  now  lying  in  their  beds 
under  medical  care,  and  myself  unable  to 
leave  my  room).  The  parly  being  all  strangers 
to  us  we  cannot  identify  any  ;  hut  boih  my 
own  and  my  men's  examinations  have  been 
taken  as  to  geoeral  rescue  and  beating,  and  I 
have  sworn  against  one  man,  against  whom  I 
had  a  writ,  and  whom,  on  my  desiring  him  to 
deliver  himself  as  a  prisoner,  ordered  the 
parly  (which  consisted  of  about  200)  to  kill 
me,  who,  subsequent  lo  which, and aslbelieve 
by  such  directions,  did  knock  me  down  and 
strike  me  with  forks  and  atones,  and  would 
have  accomplished  their  object  but  for  a  re- 
ipeciable  mm  who  prolpclid  ne,  by  dfiuin| 
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iODi  acting  under  him.  Whether  in  the 
whole  617  billi  there  were  six  attorneys 
or  more,  mattered  sot.  In  most  instances 
they  were  filed  for  suidb  under  21. ;  in 
maDy  cases  defendants  were  sued  for  sums 
so  araall  as  2s.  to  3s.,  where  the  costs 
with  a  decree,  obtained  without  defence, 
would  amount  to  upwards  of  902.  This 
fact  he  stated  from  a  return  in  his  hand. 
Iq  two  suits  for  tithes  the  amount  sought 
to  be  recoyered  in  one  was  192.  5s  lid., 
the  costs  were  931.  6s. — in  the  other  case 
the  sunt  to  be  recovered  was  20/.  18s., 
and  the  costs  came  to  942.  4s.  The 
amount  for  which  these  600  bills  were 
filed  was  a  little  less  than  20,0002.,  and 
iheexpensecould  not  be  less  than  100,000/., 
if  the  parties  proceeded  to  a  decree  in  all. 
Now,  in  his  conscience,  he  did  not  believe 
that  those  rev.  gentlemen  who  were  entitled 
to  these  tithes  were  cognizant  of  the  pro- 
ceeSingis  which  were  taken  in  reference  to 
them ;  20,000/.  was  ihe  outside  of  wh«t 
was  sought  to  be  recovered  by  these  bills. 
In  the  Assistant  Barristers'  Courts  in  Ire- 
land, in  which  a  great  deal  of  business  was 
done,  and  which  had  worked  well  for 
the  country,  any  sum  under  20/.  was 
recoverable  by  a  civil  bill.  The  whole  of 
this  money  could  have  been  recovered  by 
the  Civil  Bill  Court,  and  execution  served 
by  the  Sheriff,  who  wouldhave  the  free  com- 
mand of  the  police  ;  his  warrant  could  go 
against  the  person  of  the  debtor  or  his 
goods,  and  the  Government  had  intimated 
that  the  aid  of  the  police  would  be  given 
to  eSect  the  service  of  civil  bill  process, 
becduse  ihe  partiescould  not  obtain  in  the 
Civil  Bill  Court,  though  they  could  in  any 
of  the  superior  Courts,  the  aid  of  the 
Sheriff  in  the  service  of  process.  Far  be 
it  from  him  to  throw  blame  on  the  clergy  : 
but  between  the  1st  of  August  last  and 
1st  of  February,  600  bills  had  been  filed 
in  the  Exchequer,  snd  in  most  cases  for 
■urns  not  more  than  20/,  or  30/.  In  fifieen 
cases  oat  of  twenty  the  claims  were  under 
51.  or  61.  He  would  say  if  the  constables 
bad  erred,  the  head  of  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer had  erred.  If  the  police  had 
erred,  they  had  done  so  in  consequence  of 
the  rule  of  the  Lord  Chief  Baroo  himself. 
That  Judge  was  reported  to  have  made 
•ome  declaration  respecting  Major  Miller, 
aud  to  have  said,  thst  if  Major  Miller 
■hifted  the  responsibility  on  others,  the 
poart  would  deal  with  ibem,  and  mark  at 
iHt.tiie  original  adviser;  be  hoped  the 
HMMi  Bk»  would  adhere  lo  thftt  rule, 
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and  acting  with  that  judicial  firmueu  snd 
integrity  for  which  he  has  been  so  justly 

E raised,  award  an  attachment  against 
imself. 
Mr.  Skavi  said,  he  fett  ashamed  at 
seeing  the  right  hon.  the  Attorney-Ge- 
neral for  Ireland  coming  forward  to  im- 
pugn not  only  the  King's  Judges  in  Ire- 
land generally,  but  in  particular  the  King's 
Chief  Baron  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in 
Ireland.  There  might,  however,  be  some 
excuse  for  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  for  in  attacking  these  distin- 
guished personages  he  was  probably  de- 
fending himself.  It  was  remarkable,  as 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  Bandon  had  observed,  that  the  hon^ 
and  learned  Member  for  Tipperary  said, 
he  should  not  adduce  that  part  of  hia 
motion,  on  which  he  principally  relied, 
without  further  notice — and  yet  the  hon. 
Member  had  broken  his  faith,  and  endea- 
voured to  lake  them  by  surprise.  The 
right  hon.  the  Attorney-General  then  fol- 
lowed up  tlie  attack,  armed  at  all  poinla. 
He  should  not  further  remark  on  this  sin- 
gular concurrence  between  the  two  hon. 
and  learned  Gentlemen.  As  to  the  point 
which  adverted  to  the  inconsistency  of  the 
Chief  Baron  of  the  Irish  Exchequer  in 
pronouncing  a  decision  contrary  to  bis 
previous  opinion  as  the  Legal  Adviser  of 
the  Crown,  he  supposed  that  such  was, 
not  the  fact— nay,  he  could  prove  it;  but. 
even  if  it  were  such,  why  should  not  that 
Judge  have  the  firmness  to  act  against  any 
opinion  of  former  times  which  his  more 
mature  judgment  perceived  to  have  been, 
given  without  due  deliberation?  It  was, 
to  use  B  gentle  phrase,  a  pure  fiction  to 
say  that  an  attachment  had  been  issued 
against  a  gentleman,  at  a  distance  from 
the  scene  of  action  of  eighty  miles,  be- 
cause he  did  not  come  forward  to  aid  the 
clcricsl  attorney.  It  certainly  was  true 
that  the  writs  from  the  Exchequer  Courta 
had  been  levied  on  the  most  respectable 
and  solvent  parties,  because  they  were  un- 
willing to  incur  useless  costs  against  in- 
solvent defendants,  and  also  from  a  motive 
of  humanity,  they  wished  to  save  the 
misled  individuals  from  suffering  for  the 
wickedness  of  others.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said,  the  writ  was  never  a  civil, 
process.  He  was  not  anxious  to  put  hia 
legal  knowledge  in  competition  with  that 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  be  defied 
any  one  to  deny  that,  in  those  caies 
wtiereiD  it  wu  iuued,  tbe  circunitun 
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did  not  bring  it  nithia  the  original  mean- 
ing o(  the  Act.  It  was  i  writ  or  the  moat 
GoaipTeheniive  nature,  isiuin^  from  the 
King  himself,  not  only  to  the  Sheriff  of 
the  county,  but  to  all  officers  and  persons 
within  the  realm,  and  attaching  the  body 
of  the  defendant,  not  jn  a  civil  case,  but 
as  a  rebel,  and  for  contemning  the  law — 
and  also  authorising  the  officer  to  execute 
it  even  on  a  Sunday,  and  to  break  open 
doors.  In  fiict,  all  peace  officers  and 
Other  persons,  unless  able  to  show  special 
exemptioti,  were  bound  to  assist  the  Com- 
missionera  in  executing  a  writ  of  rebellion. 
Me  could  not  censure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  making  use  of  the  papers 
of  his  predecessor  in  office,  although  he 
endeavoured  to  throw  odium  upon  him. 
He  only  hoped  he  had  not  misunderstood 
them.  [  Cheers  from  Iht  MinUterial 
htncket,  in  whkh  Mr.  Sheil  joined.^  He 
was  glad  to  see  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Tipperary  was  himself  again 
ader  the  castigation  he  had  received  from 
his  Friend,  the  Member  for  Bandon.  But 
it  was  most  unfair  to  bring  forward  those 
documents  without  giving  notice  to  him, 
(Mr.  Shaw)  or  any  oiher  person  in  the 
habit  of  communicating  with  the  dislin- 
guiihed  Judges  impugned.  He  hoped  the 
time  would  never  come  when  ihe  Judges 
in  Ireland  would  be  afraid  to  do  their 
duty.  He  apprehended  that  the  period 
was  approaching  when  they  would  be 
called  upon  to  assert  the  independence  of 
British  Judges;  and  he  had  not  the 
slightest  doubt  but  that  thejr  would  act 
uprightly,  and  discharge  their  functions 
intrepidly,  notwithstRnding  the  threats  of 
the  hou.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin, 
supported  and  connived  at  by  his  Majesty's 
Government,  when  they  themselves  had 
not  the  manliness  to  come  forward.  Ano- 
ther insult  on  the  judicial  character  in 
Ireland,  was  the  appointment  of  Sheriifs 
without  consulting  the  Judges,  a  thing 
that  had  not  been  done  for  a  period  of 
upwards  of  twenty  years.  He  should  not 
have  found  fault  with  the  Government  for 
not  appointing  the  names  selected  by  the 
Judges,  but  at  least  those  personages 
■hould  have  received  the  usual  courtesy  of 
being  allowed  to  nominate  in  the  first  in- 
■tance.  In  several  other  cases  the  verdicts 
of  the  Jury  had  been  set  aside,  and  malf 
factors  liberated  from  incarceration,  witl: 
out  asking  the  opinion  of  the  Judges. 
Still  he  was  sure  the  Judges  would  be  firm 
jn  upholding  the  dijnlty  of  their  Blation, 


and  firmly  discharging  their  duties,  not- 
withstanding the  weight  of  power  and 
rank  opposed  to  them.  But  he  must  add 
one  word  in  reference  to  the  Lay  Associa- 
tion, and  that  was  to  protest  against  the 
statement  msde  by  the  right  hon.  the 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland.  The  Lay 
Association  had  never  sent  about  copies 
of  bills  about  to  issue  from  the  Court  of 
■hequer — they  never  employed  a  soli- 
citor but  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  the 
best  cases,  in  which,  if  the  parties  acting 
3r  their  advice  were  unsuccessful,  they 
I  to  reimburse  them.  And  so  pru- 
dently and  cautiously  had  they  proceeded 
under  the  direction  of  the  solicitor,  that 
his  hon,  and  learned  Friend,  the  Member 
for  Bandon,  had  overstated  when  he  esli- 
mated  llie  number  of  btlU  issued  from  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  at  between  fifty  and 
siiity.  The  Lay  Ansociation  never  ur^ed 
a  party  nor  instituted  a  case  themselves. 
They  alwavs  required  the  clergy  to  have 
and  consult  with  counsel  of  their  own 
before  they  would  give  any  assistance  ;  but 
they  never  commenced  any  proceedings. 
If  the  legal  conduct  of  any  person  con- 
nected with  the  Lay  Association  was  im< 
pugned,  he  stood  forward  in  that  House 
ready  to  meet  the  accusation.  Notwith- 
standing rebukes  from  the  Government  or 
hon.  Members  in  that  House,  or  parties 
in  any  other  quarter,  the  Lay  Association 
would  never  flinch  from  the  duties  it  had 
undertaken.  He  little  thought  the  time 
would  come,  as  it  now  seemed  to  ap- 
proach, when  an  attempt  would  be  made 
to  oppose  the  Protestant  gentry  of  Ireland 
for  coming  forward  to  support  the  clergy 
of  their  own  religion  in  recovering  thuir 
just  rights,  af\cr  a  conspiracy  of  five 
years  against  the  law,  which,  if  not  openly 
encouraged,  was  at  least  connived  at  by 
the  Membersoftlie  present  Administration. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  right  lion.  Oenileman  had  called 
on  his  Majesty's  Government  to  give  an 
opinion,  and  he,  as  a  Member  of  lliat 
Government,  would  declare  a  distinct  and 
decided  opinion  far  himself,  and  he  be- 
lieved he  might  add  for  his  colleagues.  It 
would  then  be  for  the  House  and  the 
country  to  decide  between  them  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  But  first  he 
begged,  in  ihe  namo  of  his  right  hon. 
Friend,  (Mr.  O'Loughlin)  to  repel  the  in- 
sinuation of  having  acted  with  disingen- 
uousnest,  or  of  having,  on  the  present 
ocDuiOD,  done  ttujlhiDg  beyond  vindictt* 
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\Dg  tii>  own  conduct  and  the  acta  oF  tlie 
Governmcnl  to  whicb  he  belonged,  in  a 
Parliamentary  and  conatitiitional  manner. 
It  had  been  said,  ihat  some  finesse  hid 
been  exhibited  in  the  alteration  of  the 
motion.  Ail  he  could  say  »as,  that  till 
the  hon,  and  learned  Gentleman  closed 
his  speech,  he  and  those  around  him  were 
tutally  unprepared  for  any  change;  they 
knew  nothing  about  it;  and  what  right, 
then,  had  Gentlemen  opposite,  before  the 
Commons  of  England,  to  accuse  (hem  of 
acting  basely  and  disingenuously  ?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was,  however,  right 
in  one  respect,  in  saying  that  his  learned 
Friend  had  come  down  armed  at  all  pointa; 
his  weapons  had  been  felt — they  had  in- 
flicted wounds  which  would  not  soon  be 
forgotten.  Had  they  not  done  so,  would 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  have  led  them 
astray,  in  a  wild  goose  chase,  on  matters 
not  relating  to  tlie  question  before  them? 
Would  he  have  endeavoured  by  invective 
10  induce  the  House  to  believe  that  the 
Government  had  been  acting  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  defeating  and  overthrowing  the 
authoiily  of  the  King's  Judges  in  the 
King's  Court?  WoulJ  he  have  alluded  to 
the  Judges'  nomination  of  the  SherifTs,  or 
would  he  have  dragged  in  the  case  of 
Reynolds?  When  the  time  came  for  dig- 
cussing  that  Question,  he  (the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer)  was  ready  to  talfe  upon 
him  before  the  House,  and  before  Ireland, 
the  defence  of  the  Government — not  de- 
fence, but  he  would  say,  the  credit  and  the 
responsibility.  If  the  right  bon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  were  really  determined  (o 
grapple  with  facts — if  he  had  documents 
ancf  authorities  to  support  him — why,  to 
take  a  term  from  the  sporting  world — why 
by  a  "  false  drag"  take  us  off  from  the 
real  scent,  and  seduce  us  from  the  con- 
sidention  oF  ihe  real  question?  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  sayK,  it  is  a  new  sight  to 
s^e  the  Attorney -General  for  Ireland  im- 
pugning the  judgment  and  inlegiily  of  the 
King's  Judges  in  Ireland.  He  denied 
that  his  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
had  done  so.  His  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  had  done  merely  that  which  was 
his  bounden  duty.  He  was  called  upon 
by  (he  other  side  to  give  his  opinion  upon 
the  motion  arising  out  of  the  notice  of  the 
lion,  and  learned  Member  for  Tipperary; 
and,  btvtng;  been  thus  callid  on,  he  would 
» nnmrt'  -  ■  ■  ^p  trust 
if  he 
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to  the  Jud^  of  the  land,  not  they  alone, 
but  (he  King's  Government  was  upon  its 
trial.  With  regard  to  the  question  of 
tithes,  for  months  past,  in  every  paper, 
and  in  every  speech  of  one  particular 
party.  Ministers  were  described  as  being 
unwilling  to  afford,  or,  rather,  determined 
to  withhold,  the  protection  which  it  was 
their  duty  to  afford  not  only  to  that  but  to 
every  species  of  property.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  by  his  not  merely  insinuation, 
but  by  his  direct  attack,  censured  the 
conduct  of  Government.  Was  Govern- 
ment, he  would  ask,  to  lie  under  these 
imputations?  When  challenged,  were  not 
they  called  on  to  meet  these  accusations? 
The  authorities  that  were  stated,  and  va- 
rious AcU  which  the  Chief  Baron  was  in- 
strumental in  introducing,  proved  that  Ihe 
police  functionaries  alluded  to  did  no 
more  than  they  were  authorised  by  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  the  usages  regulating 
the  conduct  of  all  the  officers  of  Govern- 
ment. The  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  had 
used  a  private  letter  lo  carry  bis  point. 
He  acknowledged  the  talents  of  the  hon. 
Member,  but  he  did  not  think  that  the 
confidence  and  security  of  private  life 
should  be  abused  to  carry  a  political  end. 
Why  should  a  private  letter,  written  in 
perhaps  an  unguarded  moment,  be  used 
as  an  instrument  against  a  political  adver- 
sary? He  would  quote  from  a  document  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  would  not,  he 
was  sure,  object  to — an  extract  in  support 
of  his  proposition  and  the  doctrine  of  the 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland — henieanta 
letter  from  Mr.  Gregory  to  the  Sheriff  of 
Limerick.  The  letter  stated  that,  except 
in  case  of  breaches  of  the  peace,  the  police 
were  not  to  be  used.  The  fact  was,  that 
the  police  were  not  to  be  employed  except 
in  cases  of  extreme  emergency  to  keep 
the  King's  peace.  He  would  ask  the 
gallant  General  opposite  whether  he  knew 
of  any  such  case  of  prohibition  issued  by 
the  Irish  Government?  Did  he  recollect 
of  any  such  instance  ? 

Sir  Henry  Hardinge  said,  that  he  did 
not  recollect  such  ji  case;  no  such  one 
was  brought  under  his  notice.  There 
might  be  papers  in  the  office  relating  to  it 
which  he  did  not  recollect. 

T^xeChanceUoT  of  the  Exche^eri'iA  not 
like  to  use  private  letters ;  it  was  very  im- 
proper to  make  public  charges  out  of  them. 
He  was  a  Member  of  a  Committee  to 
frame  a  law,  and  was  partly  the  author  of 
a  law  that   prevented  any    officer   from 
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Getitleroan  (Mr.  Sh&w),  and  if  he  had  not 
been  called  on,  he  would  not  have  ofiered 
a  single  observation  od  the  question  before 
'"  "  That  challenge  he  accepted, 


being  employed  b^  Magiitmtei  for 
forcing  the  collection  of  revenue,  or  the 
colleeiion  of  tithes.  The  police  were  not 
intended  to  be  made  the  agents  for  such 
purposes ;  their  duty  was  to  prevent  any 
infraction  of  the  peace,  to  suppress  crime, 
and  to  enforce  u\e  lav.  Dtd  tlie  hon. 
Gentleman  mean  to  say  thai  if  a  writ  of 
rebellion  were  to  issue  from  that  House 
that  the  Speaker  was  to  be  called  on  to 
enforce  it?  A  writ  of  rebellion  was  ap- 
plied to  a  civil  process,  it  was  not  meant 
to  extend  to  criminal  cases.  This  argument 
of  a  writ  of  rebellion,  and  the  Inferences 
attempted  to  be  drawn  from  it,  only  misled 
the  House,  and  drew  off  its  attention 
from  the  true  consideration  of  the  question. 
A  person  against  whom  a  writ  of  rebellion 
issued  could  be  discharged  under  the 
Insolvent  Act.  [Mr.  Wynn:  there  is  a 
special  exemption.]  Then  let  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  what  is  rebellion,  and  to 
what  case  the  writ  applies.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  doubted  his  interpretation, 
though  this  was  a  point  to  be  discussed 
hereafler,  let  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
introduce  some  measure  that  would  make 
the  matter  clear  and  intelligible.  It  was 
not  right  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  or  of  the  Bench,  to  say  that 
the  constabulary  must  be  employed  to 
enforce  the  manaate  of  every  Court  of  law, 
and  yield  to  every  authority  that  calls  on 
them,  and  show  that  the  Government  were 
by  the  lawful  and  just  disobedience  of 
the  police  officers,  instrumental  in  the 
resistance  to  tithes?  The  right  hon. 
Qentleraaa  had  spoken  of  the  danger  of 
destroying  confidence  in  ihe  administra- 
tion of  justice.  He  felt  fully  that  danger ; 
but  he  would  say  that  while  the  public 
owed  much  to  the  bench,  the  bench 
owed  something  to  the  constituted  autho- 
rities of  the  realm;  and,  in  his  opinion 
the  course  which  had  been  pursued  of 
holding  out  to  the  people  of  this  country 
that  there  existed  a  conspiracy  abetted  by 
the  Government — an  organised  conspi- 
racy extending  down  to  the  very  consta- 
bulary, for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the 
administration  of  the  law,  and  destroying 
the  ties  which  bound  society  together,  was 
much  more  dangerous  than  any  observa- 
tions which  could  be  made  in  that  House. 
He  ihanked  his  right  hon.  Friend  {Mr. 
Sergeant  O'Loghlin)  for  his  able  defence 
of  ihe  conduct  of  Government ;  and  he 
assured  the  House  that  if  tbe  Government 
had  not  been  cballenged  by  the  right  bon. 


tht  House. 

and  in  defiance  of  it,  expressed  not  merely 

his  own  opinion  but  that  of  his  colleagues. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Jackson  explained  that 
he  violated  no  confidence  in  reading  the 
extract  from  the  letter  alluded  to ;  he  found 
it  on  the  file  of  the  Court. 

Viscount  Morpeth  said,  he  would 
trespass  on  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
for  a  few  moments.  There  were  two 
reasons  why  he  did  not  speak  before ;  the 
first  was  that  tlie  question  involved  so 
many  legal  niceties  and  subtleties,  that 
could  be  better  handled  by  experienced 
lawvers,  and  the  elucidation  of  which  he 
could  safely  leave  in  the  hands  of  his 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Altorney-Oeneral 
for  Ireland.  The  second  was,  that  as 
reference  was  made  to  bis  own  conduct 
he  wished  to  defer  any  observations  of  his 
till  the  result  of  the  decisions  of  the  Court 
of  Exchequer  were  known.  He  should 
rejoice  at  the  degree  of  impunity  which 
he  enjoyed  still,  for  he  was  not  unfre- 
quently  told  that  from  the  case  of  Knox 
I).  Gavin  (hat  impunity  he  would  not 
enjoy  long;  that  an  attachment  would 
issue  against  him  as  the  chief  agent.  The 
House  were  aware  that  an  attachment  had 
issued  against  chief  constables  Miller  and 
Malone.  But  they  had  only  acted  on  bis 
instructions,  the  warrant  for  their  gui* 
dance  naa  signed  by  him.  He  would 
say- 
He  would  avow  himself  the  author  of  the 
instructions  on  which  they  acted,  and  he 
would  defy  the  enmity  or  assaults  of  his 
accusers,  which  were  worse  than  the 
Ruiilian  spear.  He  would  not  lead  the 
House  into  tbe  hallucinations  of  tbe  Chief 
Baron  »hen  lie  was  Solicitor-General  for 
he  was  not  deserted  by  other,  and  as 
good,  authority.     Tlie  hon.  Member  op- 

Eosite  had  recourse  to  private  papers,  and 
e  (Lord  Morpeth),  too,  had  some  private 
papers  to  produce,  and  without  any 
breach  of  confidence.  He  would  refer  to 
the  first  Commission  of  rebellion  that  was 
issued  in  mudern  times.  It  was  addressed 
to  Mr.  Ogle,  Sheriff  of  Mcatb,  against 
Clarke. — and  was  as  follows  — 

■<  William  the  4th,  by  the  Grace  of  God  of 
Ibe  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire* 
land,  King,  defender  of  Ibe  faith  and  so  forth, 
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to  ThoraH  Williuns,  Henry  O^Ie,  John 
Shsridka,  frMtiof,  because,  b;  public  procla- 
nalloD,  by  tbe  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Meath, 
in  diven  ^tlacei  of  the  said  county,  by  virtue 
of  our  writ  to  him  directed,  it  was  commanded 
that  HaghCtatke,oa  the  peril  orhis allegiance, 
to  appear  before  the  Barons  of  out  Exchequer 
tt  the  King*!  coum  in  Dublin,  at  a  cerialn  day 
pBHed ;  yet  he  has  manifestly  contemned  our 
commandi  therein,  therefore  we  command  you, 
that  you  omit  not,  by  reaion  of  any  liberty,  but 
to  enter  the  tame,  and  attach  the  said  Hugh 
Clarke,  wheresoever  he  atiall  be  found  within 
our  kingdom  of  Ireland,  ai  rebel  aud  contem- 
ner of  our  laws,  bo  that  you  or  any  of  you  haTe 
hie  body  before  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer, 
St  the  King's  Courts,  Dublin,  on  Monday  the 
13th  day  of  April  next  coming,  to  answer  those 
thing*  which  then  and  there  shall  he  objected 
against  him,  and  further  to  do  and  receive 
herein  nhat  our  said  court  shall  order ;  we  also 
command  that  all  and  singular  our  sheriffs, 
mayors,  baili^  and  all  our  officers  and  liege 
(objects  whatsoeter,  firmly  enjoining  them 
that  to  yon  aod  each  of  you  in  the  execution 
hereof,  they  be  aiding  and  aisisting.  In  tes- 
timony whereof,  we  have  caused  these  our  let- 
lers  to  be  made  patent. 

"  Witness,  Henry  Joy,  Esq,,  Chief  Baron, 
Jan.  13  1835.  J.  F*Bito». 

"B.W,  Osborne,  attorney." 
The  nest  was  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Magistratet    in  Petty    sessions,    county 
Heath,  to  Sir  Wm.  Oossel,  dated  23rd 
March,  1835.  viz.— 

"  Naran  Petty  Sessions,  March  93,  1B35- 

"  Sit^We  have  been  this  day  applied  to 
in  Sessions lo  direct  the  Police  to  assist  in  the 
execution  of  a  writ,  the  copy  of  which  we  in- 
close ;  not  being  certain  of  our  juriidiction  in 
the  matter,  we  are  anxious  to  be  directed 
«i  to  the  course  we  should  punue. 
'■  We  have,  fco., 

(Signed)  "P.  P.  Mctge,  J.P. 

"R.P.O.  Hamilton,  J.P." 

"  Lient. -Colonel  Sir  Wra.  Ooiset." 
He  bad  some  difficulty  in  reading  the 
reply,  became  it  proceeded  from  a  gen- 
tleman tfho,  allhoiigh  he  (Lord  Morpeth) 
couldj  not  say  that  he  was  not  present, 
was  nevertheless  not  in  a  situation  to 
answer  for  himself.  It  was  as  follows ; — 
"  Dublin  Caslle,  26th  March,  1835. 

"  Gentlemen — I  have  received  and  laid 
before  the  Lord-lieutenant  your  letter  of  the 
33rd  instant,  inclosing  the  copy  of  a  writ,  in 
the  execution  of  which  yon  have  been  applied 
to  in  sessions  to  direct  the  police  to  assist,  and 
requesting  to  be  instructed  as  lo  the  course 
you  should  pursue,  not  being  certain  of  your 
Jurisdiction  in  the  matter.  In  reply,  I  am  to 
acquaint  you  that  the  law  adviser  does  not 
think  that  tbe  police  should  be  employed  lo 
execute  process  of  this  nature,  nor  have  you 
any  jurisdiction  lo  direct  them  to  do  so.      If 
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t  Petit  Sessions,  Navan.'' 
8  not  by  the  authority 
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their  interference  be  necessary  to  preserve  be 

Eublic  peace,  a  proper  case  must  be  made  ent 
y  affidavits. 

"  1  have,  kc.  (Signed) 

"W.  Cosset. 
"The  Magistrates  s 
Now  that  answer  \  ^ 

a  Lord  Mulgrave,  but  Lord  Haddington 
— not  from  the  "  O'Mulgrave" — the  Ra- 
dical Lord,  but  the  true  Protestant  and 
Conservative  Lord-lieutenant.  Into  what 
error  or  criminality,  then,  could  he  (Lord 
Morpeth)  be  led  by  following  the  advice 
of  Mr.  Baron  Joy,  or  tbe  example  ofLord 
Haddington  ? 

Mr.  Scarlett  said,  the  law  of  the  case 
was  clear  that  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
was  right.  It  was  the  general  opinion  of 
the  whole  legal  profesaion  that  an  act  of 
rebellian  was  both  of  a  clvit  and  a  criminal 
nature  t  and  that  the  Court  was  authorised 
to  enforce  its  authority  respecting  it  even 
in  a  case  of  costs.  He  could  not  repraii 
the  expression  of  bis  utter  surprise  that 
the  King's  Attorney -General  could  be 
found  in  Parliament  attacking  the  Judges 
of  the  land.  Was  it  already  come  to  this, 
that  the  authority  of  the  Courts  of  Law 
was  to  be  set  at  nought,  and  the  Judges 
vilified,  and  vilified,  too,  for  not  the  most 
honourable  of  purpOBes — for  parly  pur- 
poses? He  thought  that  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment was  bound  to  attend  to  tbe 
opinion  of  the  Judges,  instead  of  thwarting 
and  deriding  it. 

Mr,  Sheit,  in  reply,  said,  that  he  owed 
it  in  the  first  place  to  himself  to  state 
such  facts  as  would  at  once  relieve  him 
from  the  imputation  of  having  unex- 
pectedly, and  contrary  to  a  previous  inti- 
mation given  by  him,  moved,  in  addition 
to  what  appeared  on  the  face  of  tbe 
paper,  for  a  return  of  the  amount  of  bills 
filed  since  Augusi  last,  for  the  recovery  of 
tithes.  He  Mr.  (Sheil)  had,  on  a  former 
occasion,  moved  without  notice,  for  a  re- 
turn of  the  number  of  such  bills,  and  also 
moved  for  the  names  of  the  attorneys  by 
whom  they  had  been  filed.  On  [hat 
occasion  the  Recorder  of  the  City  of  Dub- 
lin objected  to  the  Motion,  because  tbe 
names'^  attorneys  ought  not,  as  be 
alleged,  to  l>e  included.  He  (Mr.  Sheil) 
then  withdrew  his  Motion,  and  gave  notice 
of  It.  He  aftecwdrds  allowed  it  to  drop, 
in  consequence  of  the  pressure  of  other 
business  which  preceded  it,  end  told  the 
[earned  Sei^eant  opposite,  and  tbe  Mem- 
ber for  the  UniTersity  of  Dublin,  tbat  be 
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Bkottid  not  move  it  in  their  absence. 
Accordingly,  in  their  presence,  he  had 
added  the  Motion  of  which  a  notice  had 
been  originally  given,  and  he  left  out  ihe 
names  of  the  attorneys,  because  iheir 
production  had  been  at  first  objected  to. 
Nothing  could  be  more  remote  from  his 
intention  than  to  take  ihe  Gentlemen 
opposite  by  surprise,  and  it  was  obvious 
that  taken  by  surprise  they  had  not  been. 
The  learned  Sergeaut  (the  Member  for 
Bandon)  had  come  with  at  least  the 
malerials  of  a  speech,  and  with  a  private 
letter  of  his  in  his  pocket.  The  learned 
Sergeant  who  complained  that  he  had  not 
had  notice,  never  gave  bim  notice  of  hir 
purpose  lo  use  that  letter.  He  had  a  few 
moments  before  the  debate  met  the  learned 
Sergeant  above  stairs,  who  had  entered 
into  conversation  with  him,  and  had  asked 
htm  where  he  (Mr.  Sheil)  could  procui 


mentions  it  in  private  conversation  with 
,  and  then  employs  it  in  the  Hohk. 
E  look  at  the  endorsement.  It  is 
,rked  outside  "  Lay  Association."  So 
that  the  letter  was  delivered  .to  the  "  Lay 
Association,"  and  employed  by  them  in 
ne,  and  comes  from  the  archives  of 
iety  for  the  purposes  of  this  de- 
bate. On  the  outside  these  further  words 
are  endorsed,  "  Shell's  letter;"  and  tha 
name  of  "  Orpen"  is  added  underneath. 
Mr.  Orpen  is  the  Solicitor  to  the  Lay 
Association,  and  1  never  stated  that  Mr- 
Smith  acted  in  that  official  capacity  ;  but 
I  do  believe  that  Mr.  Smith,  under  the 
superintendence,  and  with  the  co-ope- 
ration  of  the  society,  has  filed  a  great 
number  of  bilU.  I  do  not  blame  him  for 
so  doing:  I  acquit  him  of  every  chai^; 
and  only  refer  to  the  number  of  bills 
filed,  at  evidence  of  the  frightful  scenes  of 
of  the  printed  Report  of  the  Case  of  ,  litigation  which  have  been  got  up  in  con- 
"  Knox  ti.  Oavin ;  and  yet  the  learned  nection  with  political  contests  in  Ireland. 
Sei^ant,  having  his  private  letter  in  his  ;  As  to  my  letter,  I  will,  without  hesitation, 
pocket,  never  told  him  that  be  meant  to  read  the  whole  of  it  to  the  House ;  and, 
avail  himself  of  it  in  the  debate.  It  was  <  indeed,  as  an  extract  has  been  employed, 
idle  for  the  learned  Sergeant  to  suggest  !  ihe  House  owe  it  to  common  jostice, 
that  the  letter  was  not  private,  because  that  ibe  whole  should  be  read.  It  is 
it  had  been  referred  to  in  a  bill  filed  i  addressed  to  the  rev.  Mr.  Thompson, 
against  him  (Mr.  Sheil).  By  whom  was  I  the  clergyman  of  the  parish  in  Tipperary, 
that  bill  signed?  Let  the  House  mark  .  where  I  reside,  and  I  cannot  help  saying, 
the  fact :  the  bill  adverting  (o  his  letter,  that  I  did  not  think  it  necessarj^to  msric 
was  signed  by  the  learned  Sergeant  him-  "  private,  and  confidential"  as  an  induce- 
self.  So  that  the  learned  Sergeant  first  nient  lo  him  not  to  furnish  it  for  such 
had  his  letter  laid  before  him  In  his  study,  '  purposes  aa  those  to  which  it  has  been 
refers  (o  it  in  his  professional  capacity  m  applied.  But  let  the  House  judge,  wlth- 
a  pleading,  and  then,  having  thus  divested  out  any  comment  from  me,  how  far  the 
it  of  its  character  of  privacy,  reads  a  part  '  rules  wliich  regulate  private  intercourse, 
only  of  the  letter  in  his  Parliamentary  I  have  been  observed.  The  tetter  is  in 
capacity,  and  declines,  when  called  on,  to  these  words: — 
read    the    rest.     This    was   scarcely    fair  j  .-To  .be  Rev.  Mr.  Thomp.ou. 

dealmg  on  the  part  of  the  learned  Ser- !  "  Long  Orchard,  Oct.  12, 1B35. 

geant.  That  letter  had  indeed  been  «  Mt  deas  Sib— It  is  perfeclly  Irae  that  1 
made  use  of,  very  mnrb  lo  his  (Mr,  irroie  to  you  that  in  the  event  of  the  Govera- 
Sheil's)  surprise  in  a  Bill  filed  against  menl  expressing  a  determination  to  abide  by 
him,  and  the  Evening  Mail  had  copied  an  Lord  Stanley's  measure,  I  could  not  complain 
extract  from  it,  apologising,  however,  for  ■  '^  X?^^T^^  proceeding,  agamst  roe. 
doing  so  and  sta^^ngVat  the  letter  was  |  ^■J^kfl^!!^^^::^':^^,^^ 
on  the  files  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  ^J^„,  ^f,^^  ^^^rortunala  lithe  question  will  be 
and,  therefore,  was  no  longer  private,  brought  forward  at  the  commencement  of  next 
But  heie  (said  Mr.  Sheil)  is  the  copy  of  ,  session  (whatever  party  bi  in  power)  seems 
the  letter  produced  by  the  learned  Ser-  obvious  The  Govemment  have  not  intimated 
eeant,  and  handed  to  tne;  and  on  the  any  inieinionjio  retain  I^rd|St»nley's  plan;  a 
outside  of  it-what  appears  ?     It  appears  >w'<=*«"'Re  is  inevitable.    Under  tli ess  cir- 

.     ?      .     I      J   .      ,r    1 -J    «.!...,.,,.    cumstances,  1   suhniit  to  your  consideration 

to  be  mclosed   to    the  learned   Sergeant  ,  ^^^^^^^  ^^;  ^^  ^  ^y^  ^^^,^^  ^^  ,^^ 

firoro  Dublin  ;  and  the  post-mark  is  upoti  \  ^^^  (,f  ,^6  clergy  be  not  more  advisable  Ihsn 
it,  so  that  the  learned  Sergeant,  who  had  ;  ,he  imnediaie  exereiie  of  their  existing  legal 
no  notice  of  this  motion,  gels  my  letter  i  right  to  (iihes.  I  b'ii  not  insensible  to  the 
from  Ottblio,  keeps  it  in  his  pocket,  nevfr    hardship  of  ibeir  condition  prnducail  by  the 
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contentions  of  the  great  ri*ftl  piities  in 
State ;  but,  on  the  other  band,  by  nhat  pos- 
flible  means  can  those  who  pay  tithes  at  thia 
juDclure  succeed  ia  recoTeriog  ihem  from 
ibeir  own  tenants? 

"  Parliament  must  meet  early  in  February, 
and  the  question  must  then  be  settled ;  no 
legal  proceedings  could  be  effectual  before 
that  period.  It  ivill  be  for  you  to  decide  how 
far  it  wilt  be  advisable  to  involve  yourself  and 
me  in  litigation  injurious  to  both  of  us,  when 
the  settlement  of  all  demands  by  the  Legis- 
lature is  BO  close  at  hand, 

"  At  the  same  time  I  think  it  but  justice  to 
add,  that  in  the  event  of  your  proceeding 
■gaioBt  me,  I  shall  not  regard  such  a  step 
upon  your  part  as  a  severe  or  unjusliliabiB 
one;  although  being  myself  unable  to  collect 
tithes,  and  being  placed  in  peculiar  political 
circuraitances,  1  indulge  in  the  hope  that  you 
will  not  consider  it  unreasonable  that  I  should 
have  recourse  to  such  expedients  of  piocras- 
tinalion  as  the  law  supplies, 

"  You  roust  be  aware  that  as  Member  (or 
the  county  of  Tippeiary,  I  must  elect  between 
the  payment  oi  tithes  and  the  loss  of  my 
seat  J  perhaps  this  consideration  may  induce 
you  to  delay  for  some  months  longer. 

"  I  really  do  not  know  to  what  extent  I  am 
liable  to  your  demands ;  most  of  the  leases 
were   executed   before    Lord    Stanley's   Act ; 

and  - ^  property,    in   your   parish,   has 

been  so  subdivided,  that  to  determine  who  are, 
and  who  are  not  liable,  would  be  a  task  of 
some  difficulty, 

"  Whatever  coune  yon  adopt,  I  trust  that 
no  interruption  will  take  place  in  the  kindly 
feeling  that  ought  to  exist  between  neighbours, 
and  that  our  legal  diTerences  will  not  be  embit' 
terad  by  any  personal  animosity. 

"  Your's,  very  truly, 

"R.  L.  Sheil." 
Sir,  I  oivn  every  seotitiieiit  in  this  letter 
not  meant  for  the  public  eye— the  effusion 
of  sincetity,  and  the  result  or  no  unkindly 
feeliog.  It  is  free,  I  hope,  of  all  political 
and  sectarian  animosity,  and  exempt  Trom 
that  bitterness  which,  when  our  moments 
of  public  contention  are  past,  ought  surely, 
in  private  life,  to  be  laid  aside.  I  do  not 
want  to  deprive  Mr.  Thompson  of  his 
tithes  ;  I  only  requested  him  to  delay  his 
proceedings  for  a  few  months,  and  I  do 
this  with  the  courtesy  that  becomes  me  in 
addressing  myself  to  a  gentleman,  for 
whose  privations  I  felt  the  sympathy  which 
I  expressed.  All  that  is  stated  in  that 
letter  ia  true,  and  nothing  more  true  than 
that  the  clergy  are  made  the  victims  of 
the  rival  parties  in  the  State ;  their  nominal 
auxiliaries  have  proved  their  most  for- 
midable foes.  But,  indeed,  indeed,  the 
learned  Sergeant,  with  whom  I  am  upon 
terms  of  familiar  professional  communira- 
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tion,  ought  not  to  have  \ised  this  letter.  I 
shall  say  no  more  of  it,  I  have  been  in- 
formed by  the  Recorder  for  Dublin  that 
the  learned  Sergeant  has  given  me  a  severe 
castigation.  If  so,  I  shall  bear  it  with  a 
just  philosophy;  but  I  must  say,  that  the 
castigation  consisted  principally  in  giving 
a  flat  denial,  which  I  thonght  that  the 
learned  Sergeant  had  a  vocabulary  suffi- 
ciently rich  to  convey  in  some  more  skilful 
periphrase  than  such  words  as  "  utterly 
unfounded,"  and  the  rest  of  those  very 
polished  sarcasms  to  which  the  learned 
Sergeant  had  recourse.  But  I  turn  to  the 
learned  Recorder  himself.  He  deTends, 
and  most  appropriately,  the  purity  of  the 
Bench.  1  did  not  attack  its  integrity ;  I 
said  that,  under  the  influence  of  strong 
feelings,  men  the  moat  conscientious  might 
be  hurried  into  a  mistake.  I  acquitted  all 
parties,  judges,  solicitors,  attorneys,  of 
all  moral  blame.  But  it  is  delightful  to 
listen  to  (he  learned  Recorder's  vindica- 
tion of  his  brother  Judges.  He  is  liimself 
so  immaculate,  so  free  from  all  factious 
emotion,  so  much  above  all  partisanship, 
that  he  cannot  even  conceive  how  a  Judge 
can  be  an  agitator;  how  a  man  filling 
that  high  and  sacred  station  can  descend 
to  the  excitement  of  popular  passions,  en- 
list himself  with  a  party,  and  be  placed 
by  a  faction  at  its  head.  The  learned 
Recorder,  as  I  have  thus  conferred  on  him 
the  meed  of  my  respectful  panegyric,  will, 
I  hope,  pardon  me  if  1  presume  to  sug- 
gest to  nim  that  it  would  have  been  as 


ehadn 
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a  member  of  the  Lay  Association  for  levy- 
ing tithes.     What  1  a  Judge  before  whom 
a  lithe  case  may  be  tried  in  which  the 
Lay  Association   might  institute  the  pro- 
ceedings,  \)At.  Shaw;  No  tithe  case  can 
come  before  me.]    The  Recorder  is  surely 
mistaken.     He  is  imperfectly  acquainted 
ith  the  extent  of  his  jurisdiction,  although 
hebasBolively  asense  of  his  moral  judicial 
duties.     He  can  try  a  civil  bill  for  tithes, 
and   I  challenge  him  to  deny  it.      It  is 
therefore  most  unfortunate  that  his  name, 
right  honourable  and  judicial  name, 
should  appear  the  second  on   the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Lay  Association,  instituted 
order  to  carry  on  the  most  formidable 
proceedings  in  our  courts  of  justice,  and 
conaiitming  what  there  ia  reason  to  think 
a  most  illegal,  as  well  as  a  most  oppres- 
sive confederation.     I  have  been  in  the 
rsc  of  (his  night  conlradicteJ  on  mni'V 
Ills,  but   on  this    remarkable  circum- 
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■tanee  I  have  nnt  been  encoantered  with 
a  negrnlive.  I  staled  that  ihe  Lay  Asao- 
dition  set  forth  in  its  advertisement  in 
The  Standard  newspaper  tlie  names  of  ila 
trustees,  and  the  names  of  the  trustees  I 
read  : — "  Lords  Roden,  EnniskDIen,  Ban- 
dnn,  Lorton,  Farnham."  Has  the  leading 
and  principal  post  taken  by  these  noble- 
men been  denied?  Who  are  they? — 
Orangemen.  And  will  it  be  said  that  to 
every  member  of  the  Society  the  old  pro- 
verhial  saying,  noscitur  i  tocits,  does  not 
apply  ?  Will  it  be  said  that  between  the 
Oiange  Society  and  the  Lay  Association 
there  is  no  communion  and  no  sympalhy? 
The  Orangemen  are  generally  Trank,  di- 
rect, and  candid.  To  the  Orange  Society 
I  am  disposed  to  apply  Arbuthnot's  epi- 
taph [I  wi:ih  one  couid  apply  to  them  an 
epitaph)  on  Chartrea:  it  has  "  every  vice 
eicept  hypocrisy;"  but  ihe  Lay  Associa- 
tion cxnnnt  claim  this  exemption,  and 
pay  what  Rochefoucault  calls  the  uncon- 
scious homage  that  vice  pays  to  virtue. 
Return  oidered. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
Friday,  February   19,  ISIJd. 

Hmmt-l  PHHIoEi  picMitM.  B;  Lord  BnATaBm*, 
fknm  Iha  Chtlnurord  AfHauHnnl  Soclctr,  pnyliiE  IMI•^ 
—By  lAxd  Wthfoud,  ItDiB  OWDin  nad  OcniflBi  M 
X>iad  Lm  NortlumplDDj  to  Uh  uma  cfibct. 

CAIlLiaT    PRIgOXERS   AT    CoTtUNNA.] 

The  Marquess  or  Londonderry  rose  to  sub- 
mit a  Moiiun  to  the  House  for  an  Address 
to  Ihe  Crown.  He  Wi  it  necessary  to 
call  ihe  atientinn  of  the  noble  Viscount  at 
the  head  or  his  Majesty's  Government  to 
the  circumstances  which  induced  him  still 
to  press  for  tlie  production  of  the  papers  ; 
and  he  could  not  help  thinking,  notwith. 
■landing  what  the  noble  Vistount  had 
asserted  to  the  contrary,  that  those 
twenty-seven  Spanish  prisoners  had  been 
taken  in  violation  of  all  the  principles  of 
national  warrore.  Upon  that  subject  the 
noble  Viscount  had  contradicted  him ; 
but  it  was  not  for  him  10  enlarge  upon  the 
topic  of  what  the  law  of  nntioni  was,  but 
this  he  must  be  permitted  to  state,  that 
acciirding  to  one  of  the  highest  legal 
authorities  in  the  country,  the  conduct  of 
the  individual  commanding  the  English 
■team  vessel  the  Royal  Tar,  in  taking 
tliose  Spaniards  prisoners,  could  not  be 
justified,  and  indeed  it  was  an  act  of 
piracy.  Their  Lordships  might,  perhaps, 
do  him  the  Tavour  to  recollect,  that  on  hi* 


firessing  tliOM  qtiestiona,  vhicb  he  did 
ut  July,  he  had  reason  to  believe,  that 


1  were  made  on  the 
part  of  his  IMajesty's  Government  to  the 
Spanish  Qoveroment,  for  the  liberation  of 
those  prisoners.  He  considered  himself 
perfectly  justified  in  seeking  to  obtain  the 
information  for  which  he  waa  about  to 
move,  especially  as  he  believed,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  House  having  urged  lart 
Session  that  measures  ought  to  be  taken  to 
procure  the  release  of  the  twenty-seven 
prisoners,  or  rather  he  ought  to  have 
called  them  passengers  on  board  a  vessel, 
for  they  were  nothing  more.— He  was  fully 
persLiadcd  if  there  were  any  bond  Jida 
intention  on  the  part  of  Ministers  to  presa 
for  the  release  or  exchange  of  those  pri- 
soners, the  Government  of  the  Queen  of 
Spain  must  listen  to  the  application  ; 
and  Ministers  might  accomplish  much 
also  towards  mitigating  those  horrible 
atrocities  and  barbarities  which  so  dis- 
graced the  present  system  of  warfare  in 
that  country.  Under  the  quadripartite 
treaty  bis  Majesty's  Oovernment  might 
withhold  supplies,  and  thus  produce  a 
favourable  eflect  on  the  Queen  s  Govern- 
ment, by  requiring  sn  abandonment,  or 
softening  down  of  the  atrocities  end  cruel- 
ties to  which  he  had  alluded.  It  was  the 
more  necessary  now,  because  the  state  of 
the  parties  engaged  in  the  war  had 
changed,  for  there  were  at  the  present 
moment  10,000  or  12,000  British  subjecU 
in  that  country,  and  the  species  of  barba- 
rity and  atrocity  which  they  witnessed, 
must  have  a  demoralising  effect  upon 
their  minds;  it  therefore  behoved  Minis- 
ters to  interfere,  for  when  these  mea 
returned  to  England,  their  conduct  would 
be  influenced  by  such  frightful  scenes.  He 
did  hope,  therefore,  that  Government 
would  adopt  some  steps  to  put  an  end  to 
such  a  species  of  warfare,  and  press  the 
necessity  of  doing  soupon  the  Government 
of  the  Queen  of  Spain.  If  justice  did 
not  call  upon  them  to  interfere,  humanity 
did.  The  noble  Marquess  then  concluded 
with  moving,  "  That  a  humble  address  be 
presented  to  his  Majesty,  praying  that  his 
Majesty  would  be  pleased  to  direct  that 
there  be  laid  before  this  House  a  copy  of 
the  letter  despatched  by  his  Majesty's 
principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  in  orubout  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber last,  to  the  Spanish  Government, 
interceding  for  the  liberation  or  eitcbange 
of  the  (weDly-tevea  paiiengen  taken  on 


618      JV«o  HMtetiifParUamenL      {Feb,  19} 
board  the  liabella  Anne,  in  the  month  of 
Febniary,  1835,  together  wiih  the  answer 
to  the  same," 

Viscount  Melbourne  had  no  objection 
to  the  production  of  ihe  papers  pattieii- 
lariied  in  the  motion  ;  and  when  those 
papers  were  produced,  it  would  be  for  tlie 
noble  Marquess  to  judge  whether  or  not 
be  should  found  any  further  motion  upon 
the  subject. 

Motion  agreed  to. 
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report  on  the  plans,  the  whole  of  the  plana 
which  may  have  been  submitted  to  his 
Majesty's  Coromisgioners  should  be  exhi- 
bited to  public  view.  Little  time  would 
be  lost  if  the  exhibition  were  to  take  place. 
Neither  the  Commissioners  nor  the  suc- 
cessful candidates  were  averse  to  the  exhi- 
bition. Why  then  should  nut  his  Ma- 
jesly's  Government  gratify  the  public  ? 

Mr.  Hawes  secoatJed  the  motion.  The 
present  request  was  in  order  that  the  pub- 
lic might  obtain  a  building  of  the  highest 
class.  He  was  auxious,  before  any  exhi- 
bition took  place,  that  there  should  be  an 
understanding  that  the  whole  of  ibe  plana 
were  to  be  brought  together. 

The  ChanceUoT  of  the  Exchequer  was 
ready  to  accede  to  the  propasiil  that  a  place 
I  should  be  appointed  for  the  puljlic  exhi- 
:  bition  of  the  plans,  but  when  the  request 
was  made  to  suspend  the  proceedings,  ha 
must  say,  that  the  exhibition  was  no  act  of 
I^RD  SiDHOUTH.]  The  Chancellor  of  the  Government  at  all.  He  waa  not  pre- 
tka  Exchequer  said,  he  had  to  move  for  a     pared  to  agree  to  suspend  all  proi-eedings 
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Treasury  minute.  A  pension  of  3,000/. 
a>year  had  been  granted  to  Lord  Sidmouth 
by  his  Majesty  George  3rd,  His  ooble 
Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Government  had 
lately  received  a  letter  from  Lord  Sid- 
moDlh,  in  which  the  noble  Lord  requested 
that  his  noble  Friend  would  lay  before  his 
Majesty  hia  resignation  of  that  pension, 
EvQry  man  must  acknowledge  that  the 
Doble  Lord  had  acl 
honourable  to  hi 


itil  the  ezhibiiion  had  laluu  place. 
Motion  withdrawn. 


RusaiAN  Policy.]  Lord  Dudley  Slw 
art  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  e0ect  on 
British  inleresis  of  the  policy  pursued  by 
Russia.  He  felt  that  he  laboured  under 
many  disadvantages,  arising  not  oniy 
in  a  manner  highly  \  from  his  own  inadequacy  lo  discharge. tlia 
He  (the  Chancellor  .  task,  but  also  from  the  great  difficulty  of 


of  the  Eicheqner)  now  mored  for  a  copy     inducing  hon.  Members  Ic 
of  (he  Treasury  minute   for  carrying  tbia  i  tion   to  onr   foreign    policy  as    respected 
offer  into  effect.  !  Russia.     No  question  couid  be  of  greater 

Mr./fumesaidithatthia  information  was  importance  than  that  now  before  tho 
very  satisfactory.  He  hoped  the  example  House.  It  affected  all  our  most  essential 
would  have  imitators.  While  on  this  sub-  |  interests—it  affected  our  national  honour 
ject,  he  must  express  the  high  respect  — it  affected  our  naval  supremacy— it 
which  he  had  always  felt  for  a  noble  Lord  affected  our  commercial  interests- it  af- 
(the  Marquis  of  Camden)  wbo  had  given  fected  our  station,  our  influence  in  Eu- 
np  that  which  would  have  produced,  by  !  rope,  and  the  security  of  our  possessions 
this  time,  above  '2.^0,000/.  of  the  public  j  in  India.  There  was  one  misapprehension 
money.  Instead,  however,  of  receiving  against  which  he  was  anxious  to  guaid. 
the  credit  which  was  due  to  so  disinterested  I  Some  Gentlemen  well  knowing  the  warm 


an  act,  it  had  been  said  that  be  had  set  a 
bad  example. 
Modon  agreed  to. 

New  Houses  or  Pahliameht.}  Mr. 
Halt  said,  that  iji  justice  lo  the  architects, 
he  must  submit  to  the  House  the  Motion 
of  which  be  had  given  notice.  It  was, 
that  previotis  to  any  of  the  plana  for  the 
two  Honiesof  Parliament  being  laid  before 
tbe  ConmittM  af^nted  to  consider  and 


nterest,  the  enthusiasm, 
pleased  to  call  it  so,  which  he  took  in  tlia 
Polish  nation,  might  imagine  that,  in 
making  this  motion  on  the  subject  of  Rus- 
sia, as  Russia  was  the  enemy  of  Poland, 
his  object  was  merely  to  call  attention  to 
the  Polish  nation.  He  begged,  there- 
fore, to  state  distinctly  in  the  outset  that 
that  was  not  his  chief  object.  His  object 
was  greater  and  more  extensive:  and  if 
be  felt  it  necessary  to  make  this  explana- 
X2 
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tion,  it  was  not  because  be  imagioett  there 
was  any  indifference  in  the  House  to  the 
wrongs  of  Poland,  but  hecause  some  per- 
sons, considering  that  nothing  was  now 
to  be  done  for  that  unhappy  nation,  might 
iinagiae  that  by  lending  their  attention  to 
any  observaiions  which  he  (Lord  S.)  might 
offer,  they  would  be  wasting  their  time, 
and  attending  to  a  subject  in  which  no- 
Ihin;;  practical  was  to  be  done.  He,  there- 
fore, earnestly  entreated  the  House  to 
forget  the  person  who  was  addressing 
them,  and  to  attend  only  to  the  facts — to 
view  him  on  this  occasion  not  as  an  ad- 
vocate, but  one  who  would  call  attention 
to  British  interests.  This  question  was 
not  Polish,  or  if  it  was  in  any  degree,  it 
was  something  more — it  was  Russian, 
Tmkish,  Indian,  English,  European. — 
We  were  accustomed  to  pay  little,  or  but 
transient  attention  to  that  which  we  were 
in  the  habit  of  hearing  frequently,  Rus~ 
sia  was  often  mentioned  as  being  great, 
but  let  the  House  consider  for  a  moment 
what  Russia  was.  The  Emperor  of  Rus- 
sia ruled  over  an  extent  of  territory  in 
Europe  greater  than  all  the  rest  of  Europe 
put  together,  and  this  was  joined  by  a 
tnici  of  country,  by  dominions  in  Asia, 
three  times  as  great  as  the  possessions  of 
Russia  in  Europe.  From  the  capital  of 
Russia  to  the  confines  of  the  Russian  ter- 
ritory, bordering  on  Persia,  and  from  those 
confines  to  our  Indian  possessions  the 
distance  was  the  same.  On  the  north 
Russia  came  within  thirty  miles  of  the 
west  coast  of  Norway — a  coast  abounding 
with  secure  natural  harbours,  which  were 
never  frozen,  and  from  the  farthest  of 
which  to  our  own  coast  of  b>cotIand,  the 
distance  was  not  greater  than  from  Lisbon 
to  London.  The  ground  within  seventy 
miles  of  Stockholm  was  Russian  ;  War- 
saw was  hers — she  approached  within  100 
miles  of  Dresden.  She  had  crossed  the 
Danube,  and  possessed  Kalisch,  which 
was  nearer  to  Paris  than  to  Moscow. — 
They  would  he  able  to  judge  of  the  true 
and  formidable  character  of  the  power  of 
Russia  by  a  reference  to  its  progressive 
advancement.  Catherine  in  her  time 
leigned  over  22.000,000  of  subjects ; 
Alexander  reigned  over  36,000,000  ;  and 
Nicholas  at  the  present  time  ruled  over 
55,000,000  of  people,  not  taking  into 
the  account  his  gubjecis  in  Asia.  7'hc 
RussIhu  army  nt  present  amounted  to 
700,000  snhliers.  Of  the  Russian  navy 
his  (LoriJ  Dutlley  Stuart)  did  not  exactly 


know  the  amount,  but  it  consiited  at 
least  of  sixty  line-of-baitle  ships.  What 
was  the  character  of  the  population  over 
which  Russia  ruled?  It  was  a  population 
completely  devoted  to  the  Sovereign  who 
swayed  the  sceptre,  whom  they  viewed 
and  reverenced  as  the  chief  of  their  race 
and  the  head  of  their  Church,  and  to 
whom  they  were  hound  by  the  triple  lie  of 
race,  language,  and  f^te.  No  property 
was  held  in  Russia  that  was  not  aubject 
to  the  disposition  of  the  Autocrat.  So 
supreme  was  his  power  that  one  stroke  of 
his  peii  banished  to  distant  countries  any 
of  his  subjects,  no  matter  what  the  rank, 
birth,  or  property  of  that  subject  might 
be.  There  was  no  career  open  to  any 
man  but  one  connected  with  the  State. 
No  matter  what  his  riches,  if  he  were  not 
in  the  service  of  (he  State  he  was  as 
nothing.  The  very  clergy  were  known  to 
wear  military  orders.  That  organization 
disposed  them  to  look  for  acquisitions  and 
aggrandizement.  But  one  enthusiasm  per- 
vaded  the  entire  population — that  of  ad- 
vancing the  pre-eminence  of  their  country 
and  its  superior  power  over  the  rest  of  the 
world.  The  very  climate  encouraged  that 
feeling.  The  population  looked  forward 
to  attaining  the  luxuiies  and  enjoyments 
denied  them  in  their  own  country,  but 
which  they  knew  were  to  be  procured  else- 
where. The  Government  of  Russia  en- 
couraged that  feeling.  Alt  tbeir  policy 
and  arrangements  were  directed  with  that 
view.  The  moment  a  soldier  left  the 
country  on  foreign  service  he  received  four 
times  his  ordinary  pay.  All  these  circum- 
stances united  made  the  desire  of  aggres- 
sion and  territorial  acquisition  natural  and 
necessary  to  the  Russian  empire.  A 
reference  to  history  would  show  that 
aggrandizement  was  the  entire  objecti  and 
had  been  the  successful  aim  of  a  country, 
which,  not  long  since,  was  scarcely  recog- 
nized as  an  important  Power  in  Europe. 
Russia,  to  which  the  policy  oF  other 
countries  appeared  now  all  submission, 
was,  half  a  century  ago,  scarce  accounted 
among  the  States  of  Europe.  How,  then, 
had  she  come  to  a  station  in  which  she 
appeared  to  hold  in  intimidation  the  rest 
of  Europe?  He  would  refer  to  the  im- 
portant acquisitions  which  Russia  had 
progressively  made.  In  167 1  she  acquired 
the  territory  on  which  St.  Peteriburgh 
stood — namely,  Ingria,  with  Esihonia  and 
Livonia.  In  1674,  she  acquired  Little Tar- 
tary,  and  obtained  ihe  enttre  governmentof 
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the  Crimea.  Sbe  made  further  acqutsi- 
lioniiD  1725,  and  in  1792 took  possesamn 
oF  Odessa.  Let  the  House  remark  ihe 
great,  though  gradual,  spirit  of  aggression 
and  aggrandiiemeDt  that  marked  her 
history  from  1671  lo  1792.  Nor  did  she 
■top  there.  In  1793,  she  eifecled  the 
■econd  partition  of  Poland,  and  in  1795, 
she  got  possession  of  the  remainder  of 
Lithuania,  The  Emperor  Paul  took  pos- 
session of  Georgia,  after  having  guaranteed 
the  Throne  to  the  reigning  family.  In 
1)309,  Russia  obtained  Finland  and  part 
of  Lapland.  In  1812,  she  obtained  Bes- 
sarabia, and  in  1614,  extorted  from  Persia 
all  the  provinces  goulb  of  the  Caucasus; 

fear  afier  year,  thus  Russia  advanced, 
n  1815,  her  territories  were  extended 
in  the  North  Sea,  and  in  1828,  she  pushed 
them  beyond  the  Araxcs.  By  Ihe  trealy 
of  Adrianople  in  1829,  she  obiaiaed  pos- 
tCBsion  of  the  coast  of  the  Black  Sea,  to  the 
extent  of  200  miles,  although  at  the  time  of 
thai  treaty  she  declared  she  had  no  desire  of 
extending  her  territorial  aeqursitions.  In 
1833,  she  destroyed  the  Constitntion  of 
Ihe  kingdom  of  Poland,  and  having,  in 
Ihe  face  of  treaties,  destroyed  its  nation- 
ality, reduced  Poland  lo  the  condition  of 
a  Russian  province.  Her  acquisitions  did 
not  end  there;  they  came  down  to  the 
present  day.  In  1834,  she  got  an  acces- 
sion of  territory  in  Asia,  and  obtained  the 
command  ofthe  passage  of  the  Dardanelles. 
These  acquisitioi^s  were  greater  than  those 
of  any  country  in  Europe  except  Russia 
herself.  She  acquired  an  uninterrupted 
territory  to  the  Baltic — aye,  beyond  the 
Baltic,  from  the  North  Sea  to  the  Euxine. 
Let  them  look  to  the  different  position 
Russia  held  now  to  what  she  held  in  1S15, 
when  what  was  called  the  settlement  of 
Europe  was  effected.  In  1815,  France 
ceded  Italy,  Belgium,  and  the  boundary  of 
the  Rhine.  England  gave  up  Java,  Pon- 
dicherry,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  West 
Indies.  What  did  Russia  give  up? 
Nothing — actually  nothing.  On  the  con- 
trary she  gained  the  acquisition  of  Poland, 
In  addition  to  this,  look  at  her  present 
position.  Was  not  Poland  a  complete 
province,  and  was  not  the  ground  com- 
pletely laid  for  establishing  the  ascendancy 
of  Russia  in  Germany?  Moldavia  and 
Wallachia  were  Russian  in  all  but  thi 
name.  Silistria  was  in  the  hands  of  Russia 
and  she  was  thus  in  possession  of  one  of 
the  strongest  fortressei  of  Europe.  The 
rigbt  bwk  of  tbe  Danube  wm  Bbaodone'' 
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by  the  Turks.  Greece,  dismembered  from 
the  Turkish  empire,  was  subject  to  the 
influence  of  Hussia.  Egypt  was  but  an 
agent  of  Russia,  and  the  strength  of  Persia 
was  so  impaired  that  it  was  only  preserved 
by  the  timely.interposition  of  '.hia  country. 
It'  therefore  they  looked  at  the  state  of 
Russia  now  and  in  1815,  would  ai>y  man 
say  that  the  balance  of  power  continued  ? 
it  was  destroyed.  Let  them  not  be- 
lieve thatRussiawould  rest  satisfied  with  the 
encroachments  she  had  made.  Herwhole 
'signs  were  to  increase  her  acquisitions, 
id  to  that  end  she  would  direct  the  power 
she  already  had  in  her  hands.  They  saw 
that  from  her  very  climate,  and  Ihe  cir- 
imstances  and  character  of  her  people, 
e  was  naturally  disposed  to  seek  aggran- 
dizement. History  told  them,  that  the  ag- 
inent  of  her  dominion  shehad  at  all 
times  sought  and  would  continue  lo  seek. 
If  to  decide  on  the  intentions  of  individu- 
only  saw  that  the  acqutaition  of 
certain  things  are  of  importance  to  them, 
we  did  not  require  particular  proof  lo  come 
lo  the  conviction  that  ihey  would  look 
for,  and  if  in  their  power,  lay  hold  of 
them,  nnless,  indeed,  we  knew  them  to  be 
influenced  by  scrupulous  considerulions. 
But  if  we  knew  tjiat  the  person  was  an 
unscrupulous  person,  then  our  conviction 
was  complete,  and  all  we  h:<d  lo  inquire 
further  was,  whether  there  was  any  pos- 
sibility of  his  accomplishing  those  designs 
about  which  we  had  no  longer  any  doubt. 
Now,  there  were  two  narrow  channels 
which  commanded  the  whole  of  this  mort 
Important  and  most  powerful  empire. 
Every  creek,  every  river,  every  port  on 
the  coast  hadan  arsenal  in  the  dominion 
of  Russia.  These  two  channels  were— on 
the  north,  the  Sound;  on  the  south,  the 
Dardanelles,  both  of  which  had  always 
been  coveted  by  Russia.  This  her  whole 
history  demonstrated.  If  we  wanted  any 
further  proof  to  convince  us  that  Russia 
did  desire,  and  would  obtain,  whenever 
she  had  the  opportunity,  those  two  passes, 
particularly  the  one  of  the  Sound,  we  had 
only  to  turn  to  bislory,  and  observe  what 
had  been  hitherto  her  conduct  with  regard 
to  that  great  key  of  Constantinople — the 
Dardanelles.  Peter  the  Great  coveted  it ; 
Catherine  laid  claim  lo,  and  almost  ob- 
tained it;  while  Alexander  desired  to 
'obtain  it  from  Napoleon,  saying  thai  it 
was  the  key  of  his  house.  He  wns  ready 
to  cede  a  large  sovereignty  in  Europe — 
[Italy,  and  to  give  UDdispuUd  iisisesiion 
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of  Albania,  Bosnia,  Egypt  and  Atsyria  to 
Napoleon,  if  he  would  only  lethimliave 

the  pass  of  t1ie  Dardanelles.  But  iliatgreat 
man's  prulound  views  taiiglit  him  that  this 
was  not  to  be  ceded  to  the  demands  or 
entreaties  of  Alexander.  He  sdw  the  effects 
of  consenting  to  those  demands,  It  did  not 
appear  that  he  saiv  them  all :  but  he  saw 
enough  to  prevent  him  ffom  assenting  to 
those  demands.  He  rejected  tiiem;  he  never 
could  be  brought  lo  listen  to  them;  and, 
on  t>iat  occasion.  Napoleon  saved  the 
Turkish  empire.  It  might  be  said  he 
saved  Europe.  He  endangered  Europe 
on  other  occasions  by  his  own  ambition  it 
nai  true,  but  by  that  single  refusal  ro  put 
the  Dardanelles  inio  the  power  of  Russia 
be  saved  Europe.  Peter  the  Great,  Cathe- 
rine, and  Alexander,  ail  laid  claims  to  that 
pa<s.  Had  Nicholas  no  wish  to  have  it  ? 
■ — had  he  no  intention  of  obtaining  it  ? — 
Let  the  late  war  with  Turkey— let  the  mo- 
tives of  that  war,  as  explained  lately  to 
the  world  by  the  publication  of  the  very 
secret  despatch  of  Russia's  most  able  diplo- 
matist— let  the  conditions  upon  which  thai 
war  waslerminaied — let  the  last  treaty  of 
St.  Pelersburgh — let  the  conference  al 
TceplitE  declare.  Now  he  believed  that 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  Russia  did 
det^ire  this  irnportunl  passage,  and  that 
she  would  acquire — that  she  would  take 
—that  she  would  ^ehe  it  whenever  she  had 
an  opportunity.  We  saw  that  the  consti- 
tution of  her  people  pushed  her  to  it,  that 
her  interests  required  it — thai  was  lo  say, 
supposing  her  aggrandisement  lo  an 
enormous  extent  was  her  interest — and 
thiit  nothing  could  contribute  lo  it  hall'  so 
much  as  having  that  passage.  We  saw 
that  all  her  sovereigns  had  attempted  to 
get  possession  of  it,  and  seeing  all  this, 
what  iiad  we  to  eel  against  it?  Her  pro- 
testations, and  nothing  but  her  protesta- 
tions 1  The  pro  testations  of  Russia  1  Of 
what  value  were  they?  Who  was  there  in 
that  House  that  placed  confidence  in  the 
piotestaiionsof  Russia?  If  any  one  did, 
be  begged  to  refer  that  hon.  Member  to 
souic  I'acia.  He  presumed  that  nothing 
could  be  better  authority  for  facts  than 
the  Speech  of  his  Majesty  from  the 
Throne.  Now  he  begged  hon.  Gentlemen 
to  go  back  a  few  years  with  him,  and  to 
consider  this  declaration  from  the  Throne 
of  England  in  July  1828,  on  the  closing  of 
the  Session.  In  that  Speech  were  these 
words  :  "  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Ruseitilias  coniented  to  wtve  the  eier- 


cise  to  llie  Mediterranean  Sea  of  any  rightt 
apperiaiuing  to  his  Majesty  In  ihs  chanici 
ter  of  a  belligerent  power,  end  to  racal 
certain  iastruclions  ha  has  given  to  lbs 
commaDderofhis  naval  forces  in  that  Sea, 
directing  hostile  operations  against  the 
Ottoman  empire."  That  was  in  July  1328. 
On  September  the  12ili,  1828,  the  new* 
arrived  that  the  blockade  of  the  Dardn* 
nelles  was  established.  So  that  we  cam* 
lo  this  conclusion,  that  at  the  very  tima 
his  Majesty  was  telling  his  assembled 
Parliament  that  Russia  would  not  use  her 
belligerent  rights,  in  consequence  of 
course  of  the  assurances  he  had  received 
from  the  Court  of  Russia— at  that  verjr 
time  Russia  had  determined  upon  exer- 
cising those  very  belligerent  rights  which 
she  hud  told  us  she  had  renounced.  Ob 
February  5,  1829,  his  Majesty  came 
down  ig  Parliament  and  said,  that  he  nai 
obliged  to  confess  that  he  had  been  de* 
ceived  ;  that  he  had  had  false  prolestar 
lions  addressed  to  him;  and  he  told  the 
House  [hat  his  Imperial  Majesty  had  con- 
sidered it  necessary  to  resume  the  exer- 
cise of  his  belligerent  rights  in  the  Medi< 
terranean  Sea,  and  had  established  a 
blockade  of  the  Dardanelles.  Thos« 
were  examples  of  tlie  faith  of  Ruuia ; 
and  we  knew  from  ihem  bow  much 
value  to  set  upon  her  proteita lions. 
But  without  going  back  to  pariicular  in- 
stances of  her  pe'riidioua  conduct — her 
whole  history  was  nothing  but  a  tissue  of 
perfidies.  Wiihout  going  back  to  her  con- 
duct to  Pohnd  iu  this  lasl  war,  than  which 
nothing  could  be  more  per6dious,  profess- 
ing to  the  Governments  of  Europe  that  her 
only  object  was  to  re. establish  Poland  un- 
der the  conditions  of  ihe  treaty  of  Vienna, 
and  that  was  one  n.eans  which  she  used 
for  preventing  the  Powers  of  Europe  from 
interfering  with  her;  but  putting  aside 
that,  putting  aside  many  instances  of  her 
treacherous  conduct  in  Sweden,  he  only 
asked  the  House  lo  go  back  to  her  course 
of  conduct  with  regard  to  the  more 
immediate  subject  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  with  regard  to  Turkey. 
First,  what  did  she  do  with  regard  to  the 
Greek  insurrection  ?  She  offered  Turkey 
to  put  an  end  lo  it.  This  offer  was  de- 
clined. In  April  she  signed  a  protocol, 
binding  herseir  not  to  inlcrfere  in  the  sfFairs 
of  Greece.  In  September  she  secured  the 
acceptance  by  Turkey  of  a  conveolion,  in 
consequence  of  her  declarslton  that  she 

would  not  intetfen  with  tli«  tffain  of 
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would  ha»e  on  immediate  right  to  reprU 
iali.  Having  obtained  those  advBntaKrf, 
Rusiia  had  the  aasnranre  to  put  forth  a 
Riatiiresto  to  the  world,  declaring  that  th« 
Court  of  Russia  had  coitBtantly  remained 
a  stranger  lo  every  desire  of  conquest,  to 
every  vie<v  of  aggrandisement.  After  this, 
he  did  Dol  think  that  any  one  would  ven- 
ture to  contend  that  the  protestations  of 
Russia  were  worth  considering.  She  had 
made  solemn  treaties,  solemn  assevera- 
tions, and  lolemn  protestations  ;  but  the 
more  solemn,  and  the  more  bindings  they 
were  in  words,  the  surer  was  it  that  thef 
had  Leen,  or  were  to  be,  violated.  Why, 
these  protestations  were  no  rensons  for 
supposing  that  she  did  not  wish  to  keep 
possession  of  the  Dardanelles,  and  thereby 
render  Turkey  ft  mere  province  of  her  own. 
Let  the  House  just  cunnider  what  would 
be  the  consequence  to  this  couutry,  and  to 
Europe,  of  Russia  being  in  thnt  situation. 
In  ihe  first  place,  if  Russia  came  to  Con. 
stantinopte,  she  would  make  a  large  stride 
towards  becoming  a  great  naval  power. 
At  that  instant  she  would  have  a  fleet  of 
100  sail  of  men  of  war.  This  was  an  im- 
portant consideralion  lo  England,  But 
there  were  many  more  conaeqiiences  which 
wnuld  result  from  Russia  being  in  thnt 
situation,  and  if  he  hesitaied  in  preseniing 
them  to  the  House,  it  was  not  because  he 
had  any  diflicutiy  in  knowing  uhat  they 
were,  but   It  was  on  account  of  the   mul- 


Greece.  In  July  followin|r  the  li^ed  a 
treaty  with  Torkey,  by  winch  the  renewed 
berengagementof  the  April  precedbg,  and 
added  to  that  treaty  a  power  to  enforce 
that  engagement  by  force  of  arms,  if  ne- 
cessary. In  October,  the  battle  of  Nava- 
rino  was  fought,  in  which  ihe  Russian 
Admiral  was  engaged,  and  destroyed,  in 
time  of  profound  peace,  the  Ottoman  fleet. 
Having  succeeded  in  detaching  France  and 
England  from  their  alliance  with  Turkey, 
by  her  advocacy  of  what  she  called  the 
European  cause,  she  declared  war  against 
Turkey.  In  that  declaration  of  war,  she 
said  ine  would  not  avail  herself  of  those 
advantages  she  might  obtain  fur  the  pur- 
pose of  enlarging  her  territory.  That  war 
Proceeded,  and  was  at  length  terminated 
y  the  treaty  of  Adrlanople.  He  begged 
leave  to  read  to  the  House  some  of  the 
provisions  of  that  treaty.  He  was  obliged 
to  read  it  from  "  The  Quarterly  Review," 
because,  when  he  in(iuired  for  the  treaty 
in  the  library  of  the  House,  which  he  of 
course  expected  to  find,  he  was  informed 
that  unfortunately  the  volume  of  State 
Papers,  which  contained  that  treaty  had 
been  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  burning  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament.  The  treaty 
was  made  in  1629.  Russia  got,  by  that 
treaty,  the  Delta,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Danube,  which  was  the  high  road  to  cen- 
tral Europe,  She  |ot  Anapa,  the  key  of 
Circassia,  both  military  and  commercir' 
She  got  200  miles  of  coast,  and  three  n 
litary  positions  ;  moreover,  two  fortresses, 
one  the  chief  place  of  a  pachalic  beyoi 
Georgia.  The  separate  act  annexed 
article  5,  stipulated  for  the  nomination  by 
Russia  of  the  hospodars  for  life;  the  abck- 
lition  of  the  imposts  in  kind,  which  formed 
the  principal  source  of  revenue  from  the 

Srovinces  ;  the  expulsion  from  them  of  all 
lussulmans;  the  demolition  of  theTurkish 
fortress,  GiuT^va ;  and  the  establishment 
of  a  quarantine,  separating  them  from  the 
Porte,  and  uniting  them  to  Russia.  There 
were  many  other  advaotages  which  Russia 
obtained  by  that  treaty  ;  but  he  had  men- 
tioned the  principal  ones  that  tended  to 
increase  her  power.  There  was  also  an 
article  inserted,  slating,  that  if  any  one 
of  those  stipulations  came  to  be  infringed, 
without  the  Minister  of  Russia  obtaining 
prompt  and  full  satisfaction,  the  Sublime 
Porte  should  be  responsible;  andtheCourt 
of  Russia  would  consider  any  such  in- 
fringement of  her  rights  as  an  act  of  hos- 
tility on  the  port  of  Turkey,  and  that  the 


pltilion  of  such  an  event.  What  would  be 
its  effect  on  our  commerce?  The  effrct 
would  be  enormous.  He  begged  the  at- 
tention of  his  right  hon.  Friend,  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade,  lo  that  ques- 
tion. He  was  sorry  to  perceive  that  his 
right  hon.  Friend  was  not  in  his  place 
upon  this  occasion.  He  must  say,  th^t  he 
did  consider  it  the  duty  of  his  right  ban. 
Friend  to  have  been  present.  But.  per- 
haps, he  might  be  in  the  House.  [It  was 
intimated  to  the  noble  Lord,  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  been  in  the  House.] 
His  hon.  Friend  told  him  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  wa«  in  the  House  just 
now;  why  did  he  go  away  ?  f"  Hear."] 
[An  hon.MembeT:  he  is  here.]  Itso  he  beg- 
ged his  right  hon.  Friend's  attention  to 
the  subject.  It  was  a  subject  worthy  his 
consideration.  No  subject  could  possibly 
affect  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  more  than  this  question 
did.    He  laid  that  down  broadly  t  and  let 
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not  his  right  hou.  Friend  imagine,  by  pre- 
lendiag;  to  consider  the  subject  of  no  con- 
sequence or  or  small  importance — he  was 
haupj  to  see  bis  right  hon.  Friend  return 
to  his  place — let  him  not  imagine,  because 
this  question  was  brought  forward  by  so 
humble  an  individual  as  himself,  that  the 
subject  for  that  reason  was  of  small  im- 
portance, and  one  in  which  the  whole 
commeicial  world  did  not  feel  a  deep  and 
important  interest.  The  acquisition  by 
Russia  of  the  Dardanelles  would  have  at 
once  the  effect  of  depriving  us  of  the 
whole  of  our  commerce  with  Turkey;  at 
alt  events,  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
diminishing  it  and  that  in  a  very  serious 
degree.  Our  trade  with  Turkey  was  of 
great  importance.  It  was  a  very  large 
trade,  and  it  was  a  continually  increasing 
trade.  Our  trade  with  Russia  was  a  de- 
creasing trade.  He  would  ask  his  right 
hon.  Friend  if  it  was  not  true  that  our 
trade  nith  Russia  in  all  ihose  articles  most 
profiLnble  to  this  country  was  diminishing? 
Let  his  right  hon.  Friend  look  lo  the 
Russian  tariff.  He  had  not  got  it,  but 
tome  hon.  Gentlemen  had  it  in  theJr  pos- 
session. Did  not  Russia  by  that  tariff 
prohibit  every  article  or  our  manufactures  ; 
She  admitted,  it  was  true,  some  articles  7 
but  those  were  articles  which  were  neces- 
sary to  enable  her  own  manufactures  lo 
rival  us  in  the  markets  of  Central  Asia,  at 
CoDstaniinople  and  other  plnces.  Those 
were  articles  in  which  our  trade  was  in- 
creasing with  Russia,  end  those  only. 
Russia  was  most  inimical  to  us;  while 
Turkey,  on  the  contrary,  admitted  our 
productions  with  no  duty,  or  with  a  nomi- 
nal duly  ;  and  he  thought  his  right  hon. 
Friend,  filling  the  high  situation  he  did, 
would  do  well  to  consider  the  subject, 
and  turn  his  attention  to  it  with  a  view 
of  adopting  measures  which  might 
strengthen  the  alliance  between  England 
and  thai  country,  whose  commercial  ar- 
rangements were  favourable  to  us,  and 
nut  to  permit  the  other  country,  who  was 
hostile  in  her  commercial  arrangements, 
as  well  as  in  her  political  views  and  all 
her  feelings,  to  derive  ndvaiita^i-s  from  us 
at  our  own  expense.  Then  if  Russia  ob- 
tained possession  of  the  Dardanelles,  we 
should  lose  immediately  all  our  great,  im- 
portant, and  increasing  trade  with  Turkey ; 
we  should  lose  also  our  trade  through 
Turkey  to  Persia:  and  as  Russia,  if  once 
she  got  possession  of  the  Dardanelles, 
would  htve  the  mattery  immediately  of 
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Persia,  we  should  lose  also  another  im- 
portant branch  of  our  commerce,  which 
was  our  trade  to  Persia  through  the  Per> 
sian  Gulf.  He  believed  it  was  well  known 
that  our  trade  there  was  increasing  im- 
mensely. He  had  heard  that  many  new 
factories  had  arisen  in  different  parts  of 
England,  where  a  few  years  ago  none 
existed;  and  he  believed  that  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Secretary  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, knew  of  some  of  them;  because 
tome  had  been  erected  in  Devonshiil 
Factories  had  been  established  in  that*^ 
county  for  the  manufacture  of  coarse 
goods,  all  of  which  were  exported  to  the 
Persian  Gulf,  which  employed  a  vast 
number  of  ships.  Ships  were  now  build- 
ing on  the  coast  of  Devonshire,  of  a  size 
which  had  never  been  seen  there  before, 
for  the  transport  of  these  goods  to  the 
Persian  Gulf.  That  trade  we  should  lose 
also.  He  would  enter  into  details  showing 
the  increase  of  our  trade  with  Turkey,  but 
he  believed  other  hon.  Gentlemen  much 
more  competent  than  himself,  and  belter 
acquainted  with  this  branch  of  our  trade, 
would  come  forward  and  discuss  it.  But 
what  would  not  be  the  effect,  let  him  ask, 
upon  the  security  of  our  Indian  posses- 
sions? This  was  a  great  aud  important 
subject.  He  had  heard  with  great  aatis- 
factiun  to-day  of  the  election  of  a  noble 
Lord  who  lately  ruled  over  that  empire, 
as  the  representative  of  the  city  of  Glasgow, 
He  knew  not  if  the  noble  Lord  was  pre- 
sent. He  hoped  he  might  be,  because  he 
would  be  glad  that  he  should  state  his 
opinionstothe  House  upon  the  subject.  The 
instant  Russia  obtained  possession  of  Con- 
stantinople, all  spiritof  resistance  to  the  Au- 
tocrat would  be  extinguished  in  Persia  by 
the  loss  of  that  moral  influence  which  the 
independence  of  Turkey  now  exercised 
over  that  feeble  country.  Persia  would 
lose  all  conlideDce,  and  give  up  all  resist- 
ance;  and  we  might  rely  upon  it  that 
not  many  years  would  go  by  before  Persia 
became,  in  fact,  a  Russian  province.  Now 
Russia,  in  possession  of  Persia,  would 
come  for  the  first  time  in  immediate  con- 
tact with  en  Indian  population.  What 
would  be  the  effect?  Did  Gentlemen 
think  that  her  inRuence  would  not  be 
spread  all  over  our  Indian  possessions  ? 
Did  they  think  that  it  would  not  hare  an 
effect  in  Calcutta,  and  that  ourenormous 
empire  would  remain  uninfluenced  by 
such  an  event  ?  On  the  contrary,  we 
■boald  fee  the  power  of  England  OD  th« 
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wane,  and  that  of  Russia  rising  up.  The 
reverence  now  felt  by  the  people  for  Eng- 
land, and  their  awe  of  her,  would  siak, 
tnd  their  dread  of  Russia  would  take  its 
place.  To  Russia  alt  eyes  would  be  turned. 
Alt  those  who  were  discontented;  alt  those 
who  wished  for  a  change ;  sli  those  who 
would  not  lose  anything  by  the  overthrow 
of  our  GoTernnient  in  India — all  those 
persons  would  turn  their  eyes  to  Russia — 
would  direct  theit  hopes  and  expectatioos 
to  Russia:  and  did  Gentlemen  think  that 
Russia,  who  was  always  crafty — whose 
schemes  were  not  those  only  of  conquest, 
but  deep-laid  schemes  of  subtle  policy, 
which  was  to  bear  fruit  not  next  year,  not 
the  year  after,  but  in  time  to  come — 
did  they  think  that  Russia  would  not  use 
all  her  means  in  order  to  create  discontent 
and  disorganization  in  our  Indian  posses- 
sions? We  required  an  army  in  Indin 
already.  Forwhatpurpose?  Tocontrol  the 
population.  Ourlndian empire  wascalled an 
empire  of  opinion.  That  could  not  bedenied. 
Let  Russia  take  away  that  opinion — let  her 
undermine  it — let  her  lessen  the  hold  Eng- 
land had  upon  the  opinion  of  the  people 
there,  and  what  would  become  of  her? 
Tbat  empire  would  melt  away,  and  escape 
from  her  grasp.  At  all  events,  the  mo- 
ment Russia  became  contiguous  to  our 
Indian  possessions,  we  must  immediately 
■end  out  nn  increase  of  force  to  the  East 
Indies.  Now,  he  knew  there  was  a  great 
desire  in  that  House  for  economy.  He 
had  always  been  for  governing  the  country 
upon  the  most  economical  principle  ;  and 
all  who  were  for  retrenchment  in  the  public 
expenditure  must  with  him  be  for  prevent- 
ing any  occasion  for  a  large  increase  ofthe 
army  m  India.  But  what  outlay  would 
the  sending  out  an  additional  force  occa- 
sion? 10,000  men  would  not  be  a  large 
amount;  probably  the  least  thst  could  be 
sent?  What  would  bethecostof  sending 
out  10,000  men  to  India?  He  had  been 
informed  by  gentlemen  well  versed  in 
those  matters,  that  you  could  not  send  out 
one  soldier  from  this  country  to  India  who 
did  not,  before  doing  one  day's  duty,  cost 
the  country  lOOi,  Then  if  10,000  men 
were  sent  out,  there  would  be  an  expense 
incurred  of  one  million  sterling  at  one  fell 
swoop.  But  take  into  consideration  the 
cost  of  maintaining  troops  in  India  ;  it  was 
three  times  as  much  as  in  England.  The 
infliction  of  such  an  increased  expense  on 
the  country  was  enough  to  appal  the  most 
cpunfwwi  tJliaacellor  of  the  ExcbetiueT 
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that  ever  filled  that  office.  He  had  men- 
tioned the  moral  efifect  of  Rotsia  getting 
possession  of  Turkey  and  Penia.  He 
thought  it  was  most  important.  He  bad 
not  dwelt  at  all  on  the  facilities  it  would 
give  her  for  invading  India  ;  because  that 
might  be  considered  a  mere  chimera-^an 
impossibility.  Tbat  might  be  the  case: 
he  hoped  it  was  so.  But  this  was 
certain,  ihatthe  possession  of  Persia  would 
give  Russia  more  facilities  for  that  enter- 
prise than  she  now  possessed.  If  Persia 
fell  under  the  yoke  of  Russia  the  attempt 
might  be  made.  There  would  be  great 
difficulties  he  admitted ;  but  at  all  events 
one  great  obstacle  would  be  removed ;  and 
he  would  just  say  this,  that  though  we 
might  think  it  impossible  that  Russia 
should  obtain  admisscion  into  the  East 
Indies,  that  was  an  opinion  not  entertained 
at  St.  Petersburg.  At  the  War-oflice 
there  were  plans  prepared  for  the  purpose 
of  such  an  invasion;  differentstalionswere 
laid  down,  and  means  calculated,  not  only 
of  one  pliin  of  invasion,  but  of  several 
plans.  These  might  all  be  vain  and  idle 
catties  in  the  air.  He  did  not  wish  to 
insist  upon  the  subject.  He  did  not  attach 
much  rmportance  to  it;  but  to  the  moral 
effects  of  the  possession  of  Turkey  and 
Persia  by  Russia  he  did  attach  the  greatest 
possible  importance.  But  these,  although 
great,  important,  and  terriRc  consequences, 
were  not  all.  Let  us  come  nearer  home. 
With  Russia  in  possession  of  the  Darda- 
nelles what  would  become  of  our  political 
influence  in  Europe?  How  would  the 
influence  of  Russia  not  be  augmented  ? 
Russia  even  now  could  scarcely  disguise — 
nay,  did  not  disguise,  her  dissatisfaction  at 
the  changes  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
Peninsula.  Did  hon.  Gentlemen  think 
that  when  in  possession  of  Turkey  and 
Persia,  and  so  much  more  able  to  defend 
herself  from  any  attack  than  now,  she 
would  not  show  her  dissatisfaction  much 
more  effectually  ?  Disturbances  might 
possibly  break  out  in  Italy.  The  people 
were  far  from  being  satisGcd.  Ifatiy  dis- 
turbances did  break  out  there  (and  Russia 
would  take  good  care  that  disturbances 
should  break  out),  Russia  would  immedi- 
ately interfere.  The  consequences  to 
Austria  would  be  tremendous.  She  would 
become  involved  and  surrounded  almost 
by  Russia.  There  would  be  Silistna  ter< 
minating  on  Austria  at  one  point ;  Turkey 
— and  Greece  as  a  matter  of  couras— 
would  be  mere  prorincea  of  Ruuift  i  «i4 


h,  Cookie 


w 


RuitUn  Polity, 


did  ths  IIouK  tbink  that  Auitria  would, 
under  luch  cireunnitancaB>  be  able  to  maia- 
tain  ber  poHesiioni  on  the  coatt  of  the 
Adriatic?  Again,  by  invading  Italy, 
Ruiiia  would  become  almoit  axt  immediate 
neiBbbgur  of  France,  whom  she  would 
troubla.  At  all  eveats,  it  would  be  neces- 
lary  for  ui  greatly  to  increase  our  fleet  in 
ths  Mediterranean ;  and  not  only  so,  but 
GOmtantly  to  keep  up  a  much  larger  naval 
ibrce  than  was  now  required.  We  saw 
than  that  our  political  influence  would  be 
diminished,  and  our  commerce  would  be 
Hfiouily  affected.  As  our  commerce 
would  be  nfiectad,  so  our  revenue  would 
be  diminished)  while  our  neceiBary  eipen- 
dituie  would  be  Beriously  and  fiightfully 
increased.  But  if  one-tenth  part  of  these 
eoDsequences  only  were  to  sccrue,  be  would 
■ay  that  we  were  not  juKtJBed  in  neglecting 
the  subject.  We  could  only  be  justified 
if  we  had  arrived  at  the  conviction  that 
Russia,  having  tboic  schemes  which  he 
had  shown  she  had  always  entertained, 
having  those  designs  and  those  wishes,  wss 
■till  not  in  a  situation  to  carry  them  into 
effect.  Were  they  sure  that  there  was 
BO-danger  in  Russia  gaining  possession  of 
the  Dardanelles?  How  did  they  know 
abe  would  not  take posseuion  of  it?  She 
bad  a  large  6eet  in  the  Black  Sea  now ; 
fifteen  tine-of-battle  ships  and  six  or  seven 
frigates.  With  those  only  she  might 
transport  a  suflioient  force  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  Dardanelles.  Let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  from  Sebastapol  to  the  Darda- 
nelles the  voyage  was  three  days,  with  the 
winds  that  prevailed  there  during  nine 
munths  of  ibe  year.  Constantinople  could 
offer  no  resistance.  The  Turkish  forts 
were  not  sufficiently  strong  to  arrest  the 
passage  of  such  a  fleet,  even  if  tbey  wished 
to  do  so;  but  how  did  we  know  that  they 
would  be  willing  to  re&ist?  The  Turks 
were  ia  the  habit  of  seeing  Russian  men- 
of-war  pass  up,  but  they  had  not  been 
in  the  habit  of  seeing  English  men-of-war, 
The  fleet  might  pats  by  Constantinople. 
If  necessary,  it  might  alip  through  with  a 
atrong  current  without  any  difficulty,  and 
go  down  to  the  Dardanelles  and  take  pos- 
seuion of  them.  Why,  Turkey  had  not 
thought  of  relisting.  The  Dardanelles 
were  no  more  in  a  state  to  resist  a  suddi 
attack  than  any  town  in  England  in  whii 
there  was  no  garriiOQ.  And  let  it  be  r 
membered  that  when  Russia  once  got 
there,  what  was  the  strength  of  the  Turks 
to  oppoH  her?     She  had   nothing  but 
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those  castles  and  fortifi cations  which  had 
been  lately  remodelled  by  Ruuian  en< 
gineers,  whom  the  Emperor  was  kind 
enough  to  lend  to  his  faithful  ally,  ths 
Sultan,  for  that  purpose.  If  Russia  get 
once  with  sufficient  force  into  the  Darda- 
nelles, how  would  you  dislodge  har?  How 
covld  you  ?  Let  Russia  once  get  there, 
with  such  a  force  as  she  now  had  in  the 
Black  Sea,  and  you  would  not  get  bet 
out  again  without  a  general  war.  Would 
wish  to  have  a  war  ?  You  could 
not  get  ber  out  without  an  army.  Wat 
any  one  desirous  of  toting  a  sufficient 
supply  to  maintain  a  large  army  for  that 
purpose?  Where  was  the  army  to  come 
from  ?  Had  we  got  it  at  Malta  f  He  be- 
lieved we  had  6,000  or  7,000  men  in 
Malta,  and  3,000  or  4,000  in  the  Ionian 
Islands.  But  even  supposing  we  had  at 
Malta  11,000  men,  and  no  leds  fores 
would  be  sufficient  to  wrest  the  Darda- 
nelles from  the  grasp  of  Russis,  had  the 
commanding  officer  orders  on  the  arrival 
of  the  news  which  would  justify  him  in 
sending  out  an  expedition?  Had  he  a 
sufficient  number  of  ships  together  ?  Had 
he  the  necessary  stores  ready  ?  No  ;  in 
all  probability  the  commanding  ofiScer  at 
Malta  would  have  to  write  home  to  th* 
Government  here  for  instructions  \  that  ia 
to  say,  his  courier  would  hsve  to  make 
two  sea  voyages,  and  to  cross  the  continent 
twice,  before  an  expedition  could  reach 
the  Dardanelles,  to  attack  the  Russian 
force  on  the  land  side — the  only  accessi- 
hie  side — where  she  would  doubtless  have 
a  numerous  srmy.  Had  not  Russia  the 
command  of  the  whole  mercantile  marine 
in  the  Black  SeaT  The  trade  of  Odessa 
itself  employed  no  fewer  than  200  sail  of 
merchantmen  in  the  Danube  alone.  With 
these  means,  could  any  ona  doubt,  that 
lone  before  either  England  or  France 
could  land  any  force  before  ihe  Darda- 
nelles, Russia  would  have  an  army  of 
100,000  men  there  ?  Was  he  not  justified 
in  saying  that  Russia  could  not  be  dis- 
lodged from  such  a  position  without  a 
general  war?  Russia  would  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  finding  a  pretext  for  aggression. 
She  was  now  the  ally  of  the  Sultan  of 
Constantinople,  Mehemet  All  was  now 
making  preparations  to  attack  him  :  he 
might  alter  his  line  of  attack,  and  it  could 
not  be  doubted  that  Russia  might  easily 
find  a  pretext  for  her  interference.  She 
would  consider  her  faithful  ally  in  danger, 
and  not  with   any  ambitiOHS  view,  fot 
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Ruuit  did  not  know  what  ■mbition  or 
what  an  incuiant  deiira  for  self-a^ran- 
ditement  vrai — but  from  a  generous  and 
disintereited  desire  to  atsiit  her  ally, 
night  easily  obtain  poueasion  of  the  Dsr- 
danellei.  Wai  not  this  an  occurrence 
very  liliely  to  happen?  Had  he  not  shown 
that  it  might  be  very  easily  accomplished? 
Tbne  were  enormous  projects  of  gigantic 
designs,  well  worthy  to  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  this  country;  but  I  hey  were  not 
the  whole  of  Russia's  designs — they  were 
only  a  pari  of  them.  To  whatever  part  of 
tba  world  they  turned  their  eyes,  wherever 
they  looked,  there  might  they  find  evi- 
dences of  Russia's  projects;  there  might 
they  find  the  fruits  of  her  desire  of  ag- 
grandisement. There  was  the  Prussian 
commercial  league — a  great  subject,  well 
worthy  a  separate  discussion.  He  hoped 
it  would  meet  with  the  atieuiion  it  de- 
served, and  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite who  had  brought  the  question  For- 
ward in  the  course  of  the  last  Session, 
would  renew  it  in  the  present.  That 
league  threatened  our  interests  and  our 
trade.  No  man  could  contend  that  it 
would  have  no  efTecl  on  our  commercial 
interests.  He  might  be  told  that  the 
■muggier  would  come  in  and  protect 
Engliih  interests,  and  that  all  these  re- 
■tricliooi  and  proscriptions  were  ineffica- 
cioui  and  illusory.  If  so,  why  had  we 
been  so  anxious  to  destroy  the  contineutal 
■ystem  of  Napoleon,  and  why  bad  we 
evinced  so  earneat  a  desire  to  put  him 
down?  What  excited  so  much  alarm,  if 
his  exclusive  system  and  prohibitory  enact- 
ments were  to  liave  no  efTect  whatever 
'upon  this  country  ?  He  admitted  that  the 
smuggler  would  diminish  the  evil.  He 
would  weaken  the  blow,  but  he  would  not 
render  it  harmless.  A  country  took  all 
the  produce  she  could  afford  lo  pay  for; 
but  if  she  had  to  pay  the  smuggler,  of 
course  the  whole  amount  of  her  trade 
must  be  diminished  by  the  amount  she 
paid  him.  If  he  were  told  that  the  price 
of  the  produce  would  be  raised,  and  that 
though  the  country  might  not  expend  an 
etjuaT  amount,  the  manufBclurer  would 
give  as  great  a  price  for  a  less  quantity, 
and  that  therefore  the  country  would  not 
be  injured,  he  denied  it.  That  trade  was 
the  moat  advantageous — not  which  gave 
the  manufacturer  the  greatest  profit,  but 
which  employed  the  greatest  emoynt  of 
labour.  It  might  be  said  that  the  fact  of 
the  nmnafacturar  deriving  l&rgei  proGli 
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might  enable  bim  to  give  higher  wftgei, 
He  denied  that.  The  effect  was  directly 
the  reverse.  When  there  was  a  reduced 
demand  for  goods,  there  was  a  supers* 
bundance  of  labour.  This  Prussian  league, 
he  maintained,  had  been  projected  and 
accomplished  at  the  instigation  of  Russia, 
whose  creature  Prussia  was.  How  had  it 
been  brought  about  ?  How  was  it  that 
so  many  Stales  whose  feelings  must  bc 
averse  to  it  had  been  induced  to  join  id 
it,  and  thereby  to  sacrifice  their  iode- 
pendence?  The  Prussian  league  had  de- 
stroyed the  independence  of  the  States  of 
Germany.  The  great  prerogative  and 
power  of  a  national  assembly  was  that  of 
imposing  taxes  and  granting  supplies. 
What,  then,  became  of  the  iudepenJence 
of  a  country  which  devolved  upon  a  foreign 
state  the  most  important  duty  of  its  na- 
tional assembly?  Thelrauthority  was  with 
a  foreign  power;  their  independence  wa) 
gooe.  The  States  had  been  induced  to 
form  this  league  by  the  bigh-sounding  pro- 
mises, and  the  pompous  words  of  Prussia. 
German  Unity  whs  the  phrase  held  out  lo 
them  ;  the  confederation  of  all  the  States 
in  one  common  German  name.  Russia 
knew  perfectly  well  that  the  confederation 
of  States  would  soon  become  en  immense 
and  preponderating  power,  and  that  Prus- 
sia would  have  to  look  abroad  for  the  as- 
sistance of  same  foreign  State,  which  she 
hoped  would  be  Russia.  There  was  an. 
other  most  important  project  of  Russia,  to 
which  this  was  a  mere  inslrumeut.  One 
of  the  projects  of  Russia — a  more  favoured 
one— a  more  dangerous  scheme,  not  only 
an  ancient  and  never- forgotten  one,  but 
one  which  involved  the  greatest  amount  of 
national  feeling — was  the  establishment  of 
a  grand  union  of  all  the  Sclavonian  na- 
tions in  the  world.  She  was  once  Mus- 
covy, she  had  become  Russia,  and  she 
wanted  to  be  Sclavonia.  The  great  lever 
for  the  accomplishment  of  this  design  was 
the  Greek  religion.  In  all  countries  where 
that  religion  was  professed,  not  only  within 
but  without  the  Russian  territory,  Russia 
kept  up  a  constant  intercourse  with  its 
chiefs,  loading  them  with  presents  and 
caresses,  and  neaping  upon  them  all  the 
favours  and  allurements  which  a  Court 
co'uld  bestow.  They  had  their  eyes 
constantly  turned  towards  Russia,  their 
thoughts  were  ever  bent  upon  the  Em- 
peror, to  whom  they  looked  up  as  the  bead 
of  their  Church,  and  by  whose  means  they 
hoped  one  day  to  b«  raued  above  the  heads 
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of  anodter  clergy  to  whom  they  were  &t 
prewnt  inferior.  In  other  parti  of  the 
Bclavoniin  nation,  where  the  Greek  United 
Church  prevailed,  she  paid  writers  to  ad- 
Tocate  her  favourite  theories;  and  aome 
learned  men,  inspired  perhaps  by  more 
worthy  views,  but  entertaining  mistaken 
notions,  had  for  a  longtime,  in  different 
parts  of  Germany,  been  using  all  their 
exertions,  and  all  their  influence,  to  pro. 
mole  the  Sclavonian  Union.  This  was  one 
of  their  means  of  menacing  the  Austrian 
Government.  It  was  well  known  how  jea- 
lous that  power  was  of  Russia,  and  how 
earnestly  she  had  urged  this  country  to 
oppose  the  power  of  the  Autocrat.  Well 
might  England  lament,  with  deep  and 
bitter  regret,  that  the  advances  made  to 
her  by  the  statesmen  of  Austria,  who  en- 
tertained larger,  better,  and  more  com- 
prehensive views  than  our  own,  had  been 
rejected  and  despised.  Prussia  was  the 
creature  of  Russia,  and  had  done  every- 
thing to  second,  and' nothing  to  thwart, 
her  designs.  Upon  her  present  creature, 
however)  she  would  one  day  turn,  and 
Prussia 'would  be  dismembered,  when 
Russia,  in  the  prosecution  of  her  crafty 
projects,  required  her  no  longer.  Another 
of  the  projects  of  Russia,  her  most  darling 
scheme,  the  one  which  she  cherished  most 
dearly,  because  its  accomplishment  would 
afforcl  her  the  means  of  repelling  and  re- 
sisting the  power  of  this  country — the  only 
nation  which  could  check  her  progress — 
was  to  become  a  great  maritime  nation. 
She  had  already  at  Cronstadt,  seventy 
miles  from  Finland,  a  flotilla  of  400  ves- 
sels. She  had  not  ventured  to  raise  an 
army  there,  the  people  of  Finland  were  too 
disafiected,  and  she  had  only  one  regi- 
ment, 1,600  men,  who  were  employed  in 
the  Iste  Polish  nar.  She  was  now  or- 
ganising a  great  naval  force,  amounting 
already  to  r2,000  men.  Nothing  could 
be  easier  for  her,  with  such  means,  than  to 
obtain  possession  of  thewhole  western  coast 
of  Norway.  All  along  that  coast  were 
natural  barbonrs,  formed  of  narrow  inlets, 
which  contained  water  quite  deep  enough 
to  admit  ships  of  the  tine.  It  was  only 
necessary  to  glance  at  the  map  to  under- 
stand the  importance  of  this  position.  It 
must  not  be  forgotten,  tou,  that  Norway 
Hnd  Sweden  furnished  the  best  sailors  in 
the  world,  together  with  abundance  of  ex- 
cellent timber.  'With  such  advantages, 
what  was  there  to  prevent  Russia  at  once 
beconiug;  »  (teat  anal  power  T  And  vhftt 


ports  in  the  west  of  Europe,  and  was  joined 
by  an  American,  and  most  probably  by  s 
Dutch  fleet  also?  If  there  were  only  the 
most  distant  chance  of  such  events  coming 
to  pass,  how  could  this  country  be  apa- 
thetic, and  refrain  from  taking  every  step 
in  her  power  to  resist  the  aggressions  of 
this  gigantic  and  rapidly  increasing  Le- 
viathan of  the  North  ?  And  what  was  the 
character  of  this  Government,  which  was 
now  threatening  Europe,  and  menacing 
subjugation  to  the  whole  world.  Was  it 
a  mild,  wise,  beneficent,  and  enlightened 
Government,  diffusiug  around  the  bless- 
ings of  peace,  good  order,  good  Govern- 
ment, free  commerce,  and  all  those  advan- 
tages which  flowed  from  a  well-ordered 
administration  of  any  of  them  ?  On  the 
contrary,  wherever  Russia  extended  her 
sway,  there  you  found  savage  torture, 
grinding  oppression,  unblushing  venality, 
odious  corruption,  the  treacherous  system 
of  espionnage,  spoliation,  moral  degrada-  . 
lion,  and  slavery,  with  all  its  attendant 
evils  and  horrors.  Napoleon,  when  he 
subdued  nation  after  nation,  and  carried 
his  conquests  far  and  wide,  conciliated 
even  those  whom  he  subjected  to  his  rule 
by  introducing  internal  improvements  and 
ameliorated  administrations.  Other  con- 
r^uerors  had  done  the  same  in  different 
periods  of  history;  but  what  benefit,  he 
would  ask,  had  Russia  ever  conferred 
upon  any  country  she  had  subjected  to 
her  despotic  away  ?  They  used  to  hear 
of  Russia  civilising  the  barbarians  of 
the  earth  :  the  time  when  such  lan- 
guage could  be  used  was  gone  for  ever. 
He  believed  that  those  who  had  once  used 
it  were  now  conscious  of  their  folly  and 
their  ignorance,  and  cared  little  to  be  re- 
minded  of  their  former  sentiments.  If 
they  wanted  to  know  the  character  of 
Russia,  they  had  only  to  inquire  into  the 
history  of  her  late  conduct  towards  Poland 
and  towards  her  unhappy  people,  who  did 
not  take  up  arms  until  they  had  been 
goaded  to  resistance  unheard  of,  and  unre- 
venged  for  fifteen  yeare  together,  and  who 
at  last,  with  rare  magnanimity,  when  they 
had  got  into  their  hands  the  brother  of  the 
Autocrat — the  man  who  had  turned  the 
whole  country  into  one  scene  of  misery— 
the  man  who  had  watered  it  with  the  tears 
of  ilE  inhabitants— the  man  who  had  filled 
the  prisons,  and  exereised  every  species  of 
opprewioa  it  was  postible  to  coDcein-* 


OO' 


igle 


633  Ruitian  Polkf/.  {Fxb. 

•ufiered  him  to  depart  unmolested  and 
unhurt.  What  had  Russia  done  ia  return  ? 
Had  she  contented  herself  with  putting 
down  the  insurrection,  and  re-establishing 
her  authority?  No.  They  all  knew  the 
manner  in  which  she  had  treated  the  Poles. 
They  saw  the  nobles  and  the  patriots  of 
Poland  in  exile,  they  heard  of  their  pro- 
perty being  confiscated  (the  intelligence  of 
freib  confiscations  bad  arrived  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  Session), 
ihey  beard  of  children  being  torn  from 
their  mothers'  arms,  under  pretences  the 
moit  hypocritical  and  disgraceful — of  fa- 
milies being  carried  ofT  to  the  most  distant 
regions'  of  the  empire,  to  be  made  Russians 
of — of  churches  desecrated  end  altars 
outraged,  and  yielded  up  to  the  ministers 
of  another  religion — oF  the  very  language 
of  the  people  being  suppressed — of  a 
system  of  conduct  so  foul  and  so  atrocious, 
as  to  fix  upon  the  Russian  nation  the  stain 
of  being  the  enemy  of  the  human  race. 
They  knew  of  all  these  things.  He  said 
emphatically,  tbey  knen  of  ihem.  On  for- 
mer occasions  they  had  been  met  with 
"  ifs."  "  tf,"  said  hon.  Gentlemen,  "  these 
things  be  to,  then  deplorable  oppression 
and  cruel  outrage  do  exist."  There  was 
no  necessity  for  proof  now.  The  acts  of 
Russia  were  known  and  admitted.  No 
man  could  stand  up  and  pretend  to  enter- 
tain the  slightest  doubt  on  the  subject. 
Such  were  a  few  trails  in  the  character  of 
the  Russian  Government.  He  would  not 
expatiate  upon  it.  There  was  no  man,  he 
would  venture  to  toy,  in  that  House  or  in 
the  country,  who  did  not  feel  indignant  at 
its  tyranny.  The  English  nation  loved 
peace;  no  man,  he  believed,  was  desirous 
tor  war ;  but  he  did  not  hesitate  to  express 
his  belief,  that  if  affairs  should  corns  to 
that  crisis  when  war  with  Russia  would  be 
necessary,  there  would  be  no  man,  not  even 
among  those  most  averse  to  war,  who 
would  not  derive  some  consolation  from 
the  idea  that  the  oppressors  of  Poland 
were  to  be  chastised.  He  might  be  told 
that  other  nations  who  had  attained  a 
'  {treat  eminence  had  fallen,  and  that  Russia 
might  fall  also.  Did  history  furnish  any 
example  of  a  country  whoseaggrandisement 
bad  been  procured  by  the  means,  and  in 
the  manner  in  which  that  of  Russia  had 
been  promoted,  having  in  that  aggrandise- 
ment the  elements  of  weakness  and  the 
seeds  of  decay?  The  aggrandisement  of 
Russia  was  not  the  result  of  the  acliieve- 
ments  of  a  great  conqueror.     It  had  not 
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been  acbieved  by  conquests  lucb  u  those 
of  Alexander  the  Great,  or  Tamerlane,  or 
Napoleon.  It  was  the  result  of  a  steady, 
regular,  subtle  system.  He  would  beg  to 
read  to  the  House  a  short  extract,  which 
so  well  and  so  accurately  described  the 
mode  in  which  Russia  accomplished  her 
aggressions,  that  he  need  offer  no  apology 
for  its  introduction.  It  was  from  a  most 
valuable  work,  one  which  every  gentleman 
who  had  any  desire  to  make  himself  ac- 
quainted with  the  policy  of  Russia,  or  the 
manner  in  which  it  could  affect  thiscoun  try, 
ought  to  have  constantly  at  hand,  and 
would  do  well  to  study.  Ha  meant  The 
British  and  Foreign  Review,  "  The  pro- 
cess of  incorporation  (said  the  writer)  is 
progressive  and  patient.  Hitherto  she  has 
betrayed  no  hurry,  vet  her  progress  has 
been  rapid  beyond  all  parallel.  Her's  is 
not  the  sudden  conquest  oF  a  gifted  leader, 
but  the  regular  advances  of  a  system  of 
incorporation  of  a  vast  empire,  v»hich  she 
is  now  commencing  as  a  work  of  infinite 
labour;  and  until  it  is  completed  she  dare 
not  awaken  Europe  from  its  slumbers. 
She  must  not  threaten  and  alarm;  she 
must  soothe  and  undermine.  She  does  not 
excite  combinations  against  her;  she  sows 
dissensions  before  her.  The  chains  she 
carries  do  not  clank,  her  footsteps  have  no 
echo ;  ber  shadow  blights  where  her  hand 
cannot  reach  ;  and  when  she  comes,  it  is  to 
abide."  He  might  be  told  that  Rome  con- 
quered and  fell.  It  did.  And  so  did 
Byzantium,  but  not  for  ten  centuries  after- 
wards. Russia  slowly  made  her  way,  and 
if  she  were  downcast  occasionally,  it  was 
only  by  a  passing  cloud.  Catherine  II. 
for  a  while  desisted  from  her  designs  upon 
Turkey,  and  Napoleon  reduced  Russia  to 
a  secondary  power.  Qut  did  either  defeat 
induce  her  in  reality  to  desist  from  the 
designs  she  had  formed?  No:  they  only 
enabled  her  to  watch  an  opportunity  for 
advancing  with  redoubled  rigour.  If  Eng- 
land wished  to  curb  Russia  effectually,  and 
to  interpose  an  efficient  check  in  the  way 
of  her  incorporation  of  power,  she  must  do 
so  not  only  in  one  point,  but  in  all.  She 
must  raise  up  insurmountable  barriers  in 
every  quarter  to  which  her  ambition  was 
directed.  She  must  not  be  satisfied  with 
protecting  Turkey  merely ;  she  must  pro- 
tect other  countries,  and  raise  other  bar- 
riers. Poland  held  the  door  to  Turkey 
on  the  one  side,  and  to  Germany  on  the 
other;  and  both  Poland  and  Turkey  wonld 
always  in  the  long  run  share  the  same  fate. 


635 


Iiui$bm  Poliej/. 


(COMMONS} 


SusiioH  PoUey. 


The  tint  pretext  for  the  partition  of  Poland  from  the  encroach  men  ta  and  ambition  of 
was  tlie  existence  of  the  plague,  and  the  RuBiia.  He  was  not  an  advocate  tor  war, 
formation  of  a  cordon  utnilaire.  To  secare  be  acknowledged  the  proprietv  of  main- 
the  independence  of  Turkey,  every  uppor-  taining  peace,  and  adhering  to  a  atrict 
(unity  must  be  seized  on  for  securing  the  aytlem  of  ec&nomy  ;  but  it  wai  incumbent 
nationality  of  Poland.  He  had  thought  on  us  to  arrest  the  further  progress  of 
it  his  duty  to  bring  this  subject  before  the  Russia,  by  adopting  a  high  tone  in  onr 
House.     He  might  be  aslced  why  he  had    communications  with  that  power.     If  we 

Eut  himself  forward  for  the  task?  He  wanted  peace,  we  must  impress  Russia 
new  the  question  was  a  great  and  im-  with  the  conviction  that  we  were  reedy  to 
portent  one ;  he  felt  how  inadequate  he  go  to  war  with  her  if  necessary.  He 
was  to  do  it  justice.  His  motives,  how-  hoped  that  the  House,  which  was  at  present 
ever,  were  a  strong  sense  of  duty,  and  an  so  thinly  attended,  would  see  the  right 
earnest  desire  to  rouse  this  country,  to  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Tamworth, 
awaken  her  from  her  lethargy,  and  to  rise  in  his  place,  after  he  had  returned  to 
direct  her  attention  to  the  designs  of  it,  to  state  his  opinion  on  this  question, 
Russia  ;  and  seeing  that  none  of  those  who  He  hoped,  also,  that  the  noble  Lord  the 
were  so  well  qualified  for  the  task  had  Member  for  North  Lancashire,  and  the 
declared  their  intention  of  executing  it,  ;  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Cum- 
he — bumbleashewas— had  taken  it  upon  berland,  would  speak  out,  and  that  all 
himself.  A  whole  year  bad  passed  and  tliose  who  filled  a  prominent  station  in 
nothing  had  been  done — no  motion  had  .that  House  would  express  their  sentiments 
beea  made  with  reference  to  Russia,  upon  the  subject.  He  wanted  to  know 
Tliese  were  his  excuses  for  putting  him-  |  whether,  if  Russia  chose  to  close  the  Dar- 
■elf  forward.  He  did  not  wish  to  embarrass  '  danelles,  we  ought  not  to  resent  it,  and 
the  Government.  He  believed  they  well  j  whether  we  were  to  look  on  with  indif- 
knew  that  his  desire  was  to  support  thero.  ference  while  the  Turkish  Empire  crumbled 
He  only  wished  them  to  adopt  that  line  of  i  to  pieces  t  He  thought  it  was  the  duty 
policy  which  he  conceived  tended  to  the  j  of  this  country  to  interfere — and  that  was 


promotion  and  advancement  of  British 
mterests.  He  knew  that  no  Government, 
whatever  were  their  views,  could  act  satis- 
factorily without  the  cordial  support  of 
that  House  and  of  the  country.  Even  the 
Minister  who  entertained  views  on  this  sub- 

t'ecl  nearly  approximating  to  his  own,  even 
lis  Majesty's  Judge  Advocate  GeneraI(Mr, 
Cutlar  Fergusson)  whose  absence  he  re- 
gretted— were  he  where  he  ought  to  be, 
and  where,  from  his  high  station,  long  ex- 

Eerience,  and  great  stake  in  the  country, 
e  believed  the  House  and  the  public 
would  feel  pride  and  pleasure  in  seeing 
him — he  meant  in  the  Cabinet — even  he, 
he  felt  assured,  would  uol  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  measures  nearest  his 
heart,  unless  he  had  satisfactory  evidence 
that  the  country  felt  with  him,  and  was 
ready  to  second  his  views.  He  well  re- 
membered that  in  bringing  forward  the 
motion  which  his  right  hon.  Friend  had 
made  on  the  subject  of  Poland — those 
mqtions  which  had  rendered  his  name  so 
dear  to  every  friend  of  freedom  In  Europe 
and  the  civilised  world— he  had  not  only 
ably,  eloquently,  and  ceaselessly,  asserted 
the  rights  of  the  unfortunate  and  distressed 
Poles,  but  bad  also  dwelt  strongly  on  the 
dangen  to  irhich  Europe  «ns  expoeed . 


now  especially  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  in  order  to  prevent 
such  a  misfortune;  and  this  could  only 
be  done  by  adopting  a  firm  tone.  If  hia 
noble  Friend  had,  as  he  believed  that  he 
had,  a  higher  ambition  than  merely  re- 
taining his  place,  and  was  anxious  to  han 
it  mentioned  by  the  future  historian  that 
under  his  administration  the  interests  of 
England  were  maintained  by  the  dignity, 
and  firm  and  profound  views  which  he  had 
adopted,  and  which  the  country  had  a 
right  to  expect  from  the  person  who  was 
at  the  head  of  the  Foreign  Department  of 
the  country,  his  noble  Friend  should  atonce 
take  steps  to  remove  the  apprehensions 
that  prevailed  in  the  minds  of  Englishmen 
with  regard  to  the  conduct  of  Russia,  It 
was  his  intention  to  move  for  the  produc- 
tion  of  a  number  of  papers.  In  the  6rst 
place,  be  intended  to  call  for  the  prodac- 
tion  of  the  treaty  of  UnkiarSkelessi,  which 
at  the  present  moment  much  occupied 
public  attention.  He  could  not  under- 
stand the  purport  of  this  treaty,  if  it  was 
not  to  prevent  English  ships  sailing  through 
the  Dardanelles,  the  object  apparently 
was,  to  prevent  European  ships  o(  war 
going  through  the  Dardanelles  without 
the  permiuioti  of  tfa«  &np«r<H  of  RaHHu 
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No  man  with 
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nt,iticaseofawar,Con- 
ill,  asllieydid  in  1796, 
ijid  witli  respect  to  the 
to  tlilj  country.  He 
■  rpni  iir!f\.'icin  to  Uiose  Bubjects.  He 
.  .'Lii  \r(.||,  liiit  till!  villainous  public 
s?.  ««.->!  «■«<■  called  tlie  fourth  estate, 
iL-.\ii  il  iluin  from  the  public.  Let  lliem 
', — n.i(  into  n^iwsiiapers,  but  into  books 
■csiinl  upon  llie  subject— into  libraries, 
I  into  tivalies,  and  tliey  would  find 
r  ncry  thing  which  fell  from  the  nobis 
■li  w;\s  triiL'.  In  1827,  a  treaty  wa» 
.'ii'ri  into  between  France  and  England, 
i  itiis>iri,  for  supporting  the  indepen- 
ice  of  Greece,  and  Russia  then  engaged 
.  to  [VT5S  the  I'rmh.  Immediately  after- 
riis  thu  English  fleet  destroyed  the 
ikish  flj'.'t  at  Navarina,  and  soon  after 
'  was  done  Russia  said  that  she  had  a 
i-iite  gronud  of  quarrel  with  Turkey, 

I  scut  her  army  across  the  Balkqo  to 
iianopie,  which  she  never  would  have 
il.-  if  the  Turkish  fleet  had  not  been 
iioyed.     Tlie  Duke  of  Wellington  was 

II  ;it  the  lie.id  of  alTairs— tie,  and  a 
r>L'  in.m  than  the  iioliti;   Lord,  wlio  w..a 
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tions  of  that  empire  wilh  other  Powers, 
that  might  affect  its  future  stability  and 
iodepeDdeDce."  It  appeared,  however, 
that  almost  on  the  same  day,  certainly  in 
the  same  week,  a  treaty  was  entered  into 
&t  St.  Petersburgh,  by  which  the  Sullan 
ceded  an  important  territory  to  Russia, 
Kud  by  which  the  tatter  Power  would  be 
able  at  alt  times  to  enter  Turkey.  He 
had  repeatedly  heard  that  the  object  of 
the  Crown  was  to  prevent  the  dismember- 
tnent  of  the  Turkish  empire,  but  at  the 
time  these  declarations  were  made,  trea- 
ties were  entered  into  directly  contrary  to 
their  effect,  and  obligations  were  con- 
tracted which  would  at  any  time  afford 
sufficient  grounds  to  Russia  to  adopt  any 
steps  she  pleased  towards  Turkey.  He 
did  not  think  that  Government  should,  or 
ought,  or  could,  with  anything  like  jus- 
tice, refuse  to  produce  the  papers  he  celled 
for,  having  reference  to  these  two  treaties. 
When  Mr,  Shell,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Tipperary,  brought  forward  his  motion  on 
this  subject  in  1834,  he  was  met  with  the 
objection  that  the  production  of  the  napers 
at  that  moment  would  be  attendea  with 
inconvenience.  The  noble  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  entreated  the  House  to 
abstain  from  calliDg  for  the  papen  antil 
they  could  be  laid  in  something  like  a 
complete  shape  before  the  House.  Tlie 
treaty  was  now  signed  and  in  full  opera- 
tion, and  after  what  was  sard  on  that  oc- 
casion, he  could  not  suppose  that  the 
Government  would  refuse  the  production 
of  the  correspondence  now.  If  no  nego- 
tiations were  going  on,  then  it  was  right 
that  the^ouDtry  should  see  what  had  been 
■aid  by  the  Government.  It  would  he  in 
the  recollection  of  the  House,  that  when 
his  right  hon.  Friend,  the  present  Judge 
Advocate- General,  made  nis  motion,  it 
was  opposed  by  the  Government, 
cause,"  said  they,  "  we  have  already  done 
more  than  you  propose  to  do;  we  have 
made  most  energetic  remonstrnnces, 
therefore  it  is  of  no  use  for  you  to  address 
the  Crown  on  the  subject."  Those 
monstrances,  however,  were  of  no  use; 
Russia  still  pursued  the  same  system  of 
reckless  barbarity  towards  unhappy  Po. 
land.  'I'here  was  then  a  primS  facie  case 
made  out  for  the  production  of  that  part 
of  the  correspondence  of  our  Government 
with  Russia  relating  to  her  conduct  to- 
wards Poland,  which  the  representatives 
of  the  people  had  a  right  to  demand, 
was  not  a  man  who  called  himself  of  no 


Satiian  Potiey.  640 

party ;  he  belonged  to  the  Whigs,  and  it 
'as  bis  pride  to  call  himself  one  of  them, 
'ho  had  done  more  for  the  country  than 
ny  other  party,    and    who  alone  could 
carry  on  the  government  of  the  country 
with  effect ;  but  when  he  thought  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Whjgs  towards  Poland,  he 
felt  no  pride  in  the  name  of  Whig,  and  so 
far  from  giving  him  satisfaction,  it  pene- 
trated   his   heart   with   shame.     We  had 
already  incurred  the  charge  of  disgraceful 
sillanimity  by  abandoning  Poland,  let 
not  become  liable  to  the  Imputation  of 
anity  by  surrendering  the  Turkish  em- 
e  into  the  hands  of  its  enemies.     He 
jld  not  help  feeling  that  they  had  much 
answer  for  m  abandoning  Poland  to  her 
fate ;  and  he  trusted  that  they  would  not 
have  the  additional  charge  brought  against 
them  of  abandoning  Turkey  also  to  Rus- 
The  noble  Lord  concluded  by  mov- 
n  address  for  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  of 
Constantinople  of  the  8lh  of  July,  1833, 
called  the  Treaty  of  Unkiar  Skelessi ;  the 
Treaty  of  St.  Petersburgh  of  the  29th  of 
January,  1834:  and    also  for   a  copy  of 
any  correspondence  between  this  Govern* 
ment  and  the  Qovernments  of  Russia  and 
Turkey,  relative  to  these  treaties,  and  any 
correspondence  with  the  GoTernraent  of 
Russia  relating  to  the  remonstrances  made 
by  England  against  the  conduct  pursued 
by  Russia  towards  Poland. 

Mr.  Thomas  Attwood  rose  to  second 
the  Motion.  He  was  sure  the  House  could 
not  but  admire  the  ability  and  good  feel- 
ing which  pervaded  the  important  state- 
ments which  the  noble  Lord  had  that 
night  laid  before  it.  If  this  country  had, 
as  she  ought  to  have  done,  put  on  the 
appearance  of  war,  there  would  be  no 
occasion  for  war  now.  Now  we  must  go 
lo  war.  He  said  that  if  the  Government 
did  go  to  war  the  people  of  England 
It  had  I 


would  support  them.  It  had  been  stated 
that  the  aay  was  passed  for  vindicBtiag 
the  treaty  of  Vienna.  If  so,  there  was  an 
awful  responsibility  on  the  noble  Lord 
the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  for  it 
was  by  his  hand  that  Poland  fell.  Sir 
Edwaitl  Codrington,  with  his  fleet,  conid 
have  saved  Poland  in  1831,  had  he  been 
permitted  by  the  noble  Lord  to  enter  the 
Russian  ports,  which  he  could  easily  hare 
done.  In  1833  the  Sultan  asked  the 
noble  Lord  for  a  fleet  from  England,  to 
aid  him  in  putting  down  the  rebellious 
Pacha  of  Egypt,  but  the  noble  Lord  said 
'<  No ;    we    have    one    fleet    at    Lisbon, 
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mother  fleet  at  Antwerp,  and  we  cannot 
raise  a  third  fleet  to  assist  Turkey,  and 
isaert  the  power  and  independence  of 
England."  The  noble  Lord  ought  to 
lave  come  to  Parlianient  for  supplies. 
He  ought  to  have  panned  the  crown 
ewels,  rather  than  suHer  the  character  of 
his  great  nation  to  fall,  without  an  attempt 

0  vindicate  himself  and  hia  allies.  The 
loble  Lord  must  take 'care  to  prevent 
fla:»ian  intrigue  operating  on  his  mind. 
The  noble  Lord  had  more  than  once  in- 
sinuated that  his  (Mr.  Attwood's)  wish  for 

1  war  with  Russia  arose  from  an  anxiety 
o  get  paper-money,  and  also  that  iiis 
■onstituents  might  get  orders  for  arms; 
lilt  he  would  not  say  that  Russian  in- 
luence  or  intrigue  had  operated  with  the 
loble  Lord  when  he  sufTered  that  Power 

0  attain  such  away.  He  could  not  help 
lying,  that  by  the  course  which  had 
een  followed  the  honour  of  England  had 
een  sacrificed.  He  charged  the  noble 
,otd  with  having  been  guilty  of  a  dere- 
iction  of  duty,  in  not  watching  su£Eci- 
ntly  the  interests  of  this  country.  The 
loble  Lord  long  ago  ought  to  have  laid 
■n  the  Table  papers  calling  for  an  addition 
.f  men  to  the  army;  and  if  instead  of 
ittingout  a  fleet  now,  it  had  sailed  two 
ears  ago,  the  Russian  fleet  never  would 
ave  been  at  Sebastapol,  and  this  nation 
light  have  done  what  she  pleased  in 
le  Blacic  Seas.  It  was  said  that  this 
ountry  could  not  support  the  expense 
r  a  war  as  long  as  we  had  a  gold 
.andard,  but  she  could  do  so  with  good 
aper.    If  they  could  go  to  war  with  gold, 

.11  and  good — but  he  would  say,  at  alt 
brents,  let  them  have  war  rather  than  be 
■ampled  on  by  Russia,  The  noble 
ord  (Palmerston)  was  now  preparing  a 
set.  Why  did  he  not  do  so  before? 
erhaps,  he  would  say,  as  Lord  Liverpool 
<d,  when  the  French  were  entering  the 
'ilanese    territory,   "  I  could  not   have 

reat^ned  because,  I  was  not  prepared." 

1  place  of  threats,  let  the  noble  Lord  act. 
e  need  not  fear;  Russia  is  weak.  She 
Ltl  been  making  preparations  for  the  last 
ree  years.  They  allowed  her  to  increase 

strength,  but  had  the  noble  Lord  acted 
th  the  fljiirit  of  an  Enghshman  or  an 
ishnian,  be  might  without  difficulty  have 
ished  Russia  gradually  from  the  Darda- 
llea  nnd  the  Danube,  and  have  humbled 
r  in  the  dust.  If  the  nobte  Lord  were 
,w  t'l  demand  all  at  once,  Russia  would 
iL  submit.  -  He  w"*  glad  to  find  thai 
VOL.  XXXI.  {2;!^} 
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so  much  was  now  to  be  asked,  because  he 
trusted  Russia  would  refuse,  and  then  by 
a  war  all  that  was  desired  from  her  might 
be  secured.  Great  Britain  had  been 
grossly  insulted  by  those  barbarians.  No 
Englishman,  unless  from  interested  mo- 
tives, would  deny  this.  Out  of  doore  a 
war  with  Russia  Was  most  popular.  ["No."} 
Yes  it  was.  He  did  not  say  with  the 
aristocracy — he  spoke  of  the  people.  Is 
tlie  mercantile  navy  of  this  country,  a 
deadly  hatred  prevailed  against  Russia,  and 
plenty  of  volunteers  might  be  had  in  the 
event  of  a  war.  It  might  not  be  popular 
with  those  who  were  interested  in  loan»— 
with  the  Jews.  When  he  mentioned  the 
word  "  Jews,"  it  was  not  in  disrespect  to 
that  illustridus  nation — he  alluded  to  the 
money-jobbers,  to  those  muckworms,  as 
Lord  Chatham  called  them.  Few  would 
be  opposed  to  a  war  with  Russia,  unless 
those  connected  with  loans;  and  no  roaa 
interested  in  loans  and  stockjobbing  should 
have  a  seat  in  that  House.  No  man  who 
was  interested  in  the  national  burdens 
should  sit  in  the  House.  No  man  with 
large  investments  in  Consols  should  be 
allowed  to  administer  the  law,  or  have  a 
voice  in  vindicating  the  honour  of  England, 
They  wereaware  that,  in  case  of  a  war,  Con- 
sols might  again  fall,  as  they  did  in  1796, 
to  58.  Now  a  word  with  respect  to  the 
insults  of  Russia  to  this  country.  He 
paid  great  attention  to  those  subjects.  He 
knew  them  well,  but  the  villainous  public 
press,  what  was  called  the  fourth  estate, 
concealed  them  from  the  public.  Let  them 
look — not  into  newspapers,  but  into  books 
published  upon  the  subject — into  libraries, 
and  into  treaties,  and  they  would  find 
that  every  thing  which  fell  from  the  noble 
Lord  was  true.  In  1827,  a  treaty  was 
entered  into  between  France  and  England, 
and  Russii),  for  supporting  the  indepen- 
dence of  Greece,  and  Russia  then  engaged 
not  to  pass  the  Pruth.  Immediately  after- 
wards the  English  fieet  destroyed  the 
Turkish  fleet  at  Navarino,  and  soon  after 
this  was  done  Russia  said  that  she  had  a 
private  ground  of  quarrel  with  Turkey, 
and  sent  her  army  across  the  Balkan  to 
Adi'ianople,  which  she  never  would  have 
done  if  the  Turkish  fleet  had  not  been 
destroyed.  The  Duke  of  Wellington  was 
then  at  the  head  of  affairs— he,  and  a 
worse  man  than  the  noble  Lord,  who  w.ia 
at  the  head  of  tlie  Foreign  Department, 
he  meant  f^rd  AliRideen— refiised  to  go 
lo  war.     Count  Nesilrode  impoitd  upon 
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them,  and  slated,  "  Oh,  we  hare  a  pri»ate 
quarrel  with  Turkey — our  honour  is  in- 
volved, and  you  ought  not  lo  prevent  us 
vindicating  it."  The  Duke  of  Wellington 
pocketed  that  insult,  and,  as  he  had  told 
the  House  three  years  ago,  he  would 
never  forget  or  forgive  it.  The  Russians 
afterwards  passed  their  fleet  from  the 
Baltic  to  the  Dardanelles,  and  the  Duke 
of  Wellington,  then  at  the  head  of  affdirs, 
suffered  them  to  do  so.  Hi«  Grace,  how- 
ever, made  another  remonstrance  to  Count 
Nesselrode,  who  responded,  "  Oh  I  we 
are  very  aoiry;  no  tnsuU  was  intended, 
and  we  only  acted  as  the  guardians  of 
our  own  honour,"  The  blockade  of  the 
Dardanelles  then  followed,  and  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  submitted  to  the  insult  of 
the  required  submission  of  every  English 
ship  cleared  from  Constantinople  before 
the  date  of  the  blockade  to  a  clearance 
before  it  passed  free.  He  appealed  now 
to  English  honour  to  resist  this  mode  of 
treatment,  and  he  would  call  upon  the 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  foreign 
Department  to  "  show  pluck,"  and  com- 
pel the  fulfilment  of  treaties,  and  to  sweep 
the  aggressors  from  Turkey.  This,  he 
was  satisfied,  could  be  done  without  a  war : 
but,  even  in  that  extremity,  he  was  sure 
the  people  of  England  would  lend  to  the 
noble  Lord  their  best  aid  and  assistance. 

UaA  PoHingtort  said,  that  the  House, 
be  was  sure,  would  feel  much  indebted  to 
the  noble  Lord  for  calling  their  attention 
to  this  subject — of  no  less  importance  to 
this  country  than  to  the  fate  of  that  heroic 
people  of  whom  the  noble  Lord  was  the 
able  and  the  constant  advocate.  The 
apathy  of  this  connlry  towards  the  cause 
of  Poland  was  most  injurious  to  its  own 
interests  —  permitting  Russia,  as  it  had 
done,  to  take  possession  of  Watlachia  and 
Moldavia.  Since  the  last  Session  of  Par- 
liament, he  (Lord  Pollington)  had  been 
to  the  Sclavonian  possessions  of  Austria, 
and  he  could  assure  the  House  that 
there  was  not  a  Dalmatian  Greek 
who  was  not  most  anxious  to  throw 
off  his  allegiance  to  Catholic  Aus- 
tria, and,  in  obedience  to  the  advice 
of  his  priests,  become  a  serf  of  Russia,  to 
whom  he  looked  up  as  to  his  national  and 
most  powerful  protector. 

Mr.  fiarZou; /fay  said,  he  did  not  wish 
for  war,  nor  did  lie  believe  the  people  of 
England  wished  for  it.  The  House  was 
indebted  to  the  noble  Lord  for  bringing 
this  subject  under  their  coniidention,  but 


his  speech  embraced  too  great  a  variety  of 
subjects.  Like  the  wave  produced  by  a 
slooe  thrown  into  the  water,  the  subject 
went  on  extending  itself  till  it  became 
indistinct.  There  were  only  three  ways 
in  which  British  interests  in  India  could 
be  injured.  First,  by  interfering  with  the 
religion  of  the  natives.  Secondly,  by 
colonization.  There  was  no  instance  of 
a  country  having  been  colonised  that  did 
not  ultimately  separate  itself  from  the 
mother  country.  It  so  happened  to  the 
Dutch,  to  the  Portuguese,  to  the  Spaniards 
and  to  the  English  In  America.  The 
third  was  by  degrading  their  own  service 
in  India  to  the  level  of  the  natives.  The 
moment  this  was  done  their  hold  of  India 
was  lost.  He  considered  the  day  very 
distant,  indeed,  when  Russia  should  be 
able  to  invade  India  successfully.  It  was 
hardly  possible,  from  the  numberless  dif- 
ficulties of  such  an  enterprise  that  it  could 
ultimately  succeed.  He  could  not  ap- 
prove of  the  policy  pursued  by  England 
towards  Turkey.  They  had  no  more  right 
to  assist  in  the  separation  of  Greece  from 
Turkey,  than  Turkey  would  have  to  sepa- 
rate Ireland  from  England.  The  battle 
of  Navarino  was  most  injurious  and  dii- 
gracefol  to  England,  and  proved  highly 
advantageous  to  Russia.  No  country  io 
Europe  was  worse  treated  than  Turkey. 
They  had  to  contend  at  the  same  time 
against  European  Alliance,  against  the 
Pacha  of  Egypt,  and  against  Servia. 
Besides  this  they  were  always  oppressed 
by  a  system  of  quarantine.  The  noble 
lord  talked  of  the  aggressions  of  Russia ; 
but  let  him  look  at  England,  and  see  the 
extent  of  her  aggressions  in  India  since 
the  time  of  LonfClive.  Sufficient  atten- 
tion had  not  been  paid  to  their  foreign 
policy  since  the  question  of  Reform  began 
first  to  be  agitated  in  that  House.  The 
noble  Lord  who  brought  forward  this  Mo- 
tion seemed  to  think  that  it  would  not  be 
a  very  difficult  matter  for  a  fleet  to  pass 
the  Dardanelles  at  night.  A  short  lime 
back  he  proceeded  to  the  Dardanelles  in 
a  Maltese  vessel.  It  was  dark  when  they 
approached.  A  light  was  instantly  dis- 
played, and  in  a  few  minutes  several  shot* 
were  fired.  This,  with  the  Turkish  can- 
tonments, stationed  in  the  plains  of  Troy 
and  in  other  parts  adjacent,  proved  that 
the  Turks  were  not  so  inattentive  to  the 
passage  as  the  noble  Lord  seemed  to  sup- 

Eose.     If  Turkey  were  disposed  to  keep  up 
er  conneiion  with  Rniiia  ibe  could  oot 
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be  frightened  out  of  it  by  mere  demonstra- 
tions. This  besides,  would  be  a  con- 
temptible mode  of  proceeding.  It  had 
been  said  that  all  might  be  easily  done  by 
a  union  with  France,  For  his  part,  he 
could  not  approve  of  these  unions  between 
two  or  more  great  Powers.  Weak  States 
might  unite  for  their  mutual  protection, 
but  it  was  not  so  with  great  Powers.  Such 
a  union  was  not  required.  If  war  should 
become  necessary,  he  hoped  England 
nould  stand  alone  in  the  contest,  as  she 
had  done  before. 

Viscount  Palmer ston  rose  and  said, 
whatever  might  be  the  effect  of  the  speech 
of  his  noble  Friend  who  had  made  this 
motion,  and  however  he  might  agree  with 
some  parts  of  that  speech,  and  disagree 
with  others,  there  were,  at  least,  two 
sentiments  expressed  by  the  two  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  had  followed  the  noble 
Lord  in  the  present  debate,  with  which  he 
could  not  agree.  With  reepect  to  those 
sentiments  so  expressed,  he  (Lord  Palmer- 
Bton)  must  take  leave  to  give  utterance 
to  his  most  entire  dissent.  The  hon, 
Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr.  Attwood) 
bad  expressed  his  anxious  desire  to  see 
this  country  engaged,  as  soon  as  possible, 
in  a  war.  In  that  wish  he  could  by  no 
means  concur.  On  the  contrary,  he  wished 
that  this  country  should  continue  at  peace, 
and  he  firmly  hoped  and  believed  that 
peace  would  continue.  But  if  the  day 
should  arrive  when,  by  the  aggression  of 
other  powers,  this  country  should  Bnd  it- 
self engaged  in  a  war,  he  certainly  could 
not  concur  in  the  fervent  wish  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Southampton,  (Mr.  B,  Hoy) 
that  against  the  combination  of  other  pow- 
ers this  country  should  have  the  good  for- 
tune (according  to  the  hoD.  Member)  to 
ntnnd  alone  and  unassisted.  He  did  hope, 
if  this  country  became  involved  in  a  war, 
that  it  would  be  found  that  the  friendships 
we  had  formed  during  a  period  of  peace— 
that  the  respect,  con^dence,  and  goodwill 
which  the  integrity,  dignity,  and  honesty 
of  our  policy  had  created  in  the  minds 
of  other  nations, — would  accompany  us 
into  that  war,  and  that  our  cause  being,  as  ii 
must  be,  just,  we  should  not  only  be  sup- 
ported by  the  sympathy  of  all  mankind, 
but  be  backed  by  the  active  exertions  of 
faithful  and  powerful  allies..  His  noble 
Friend  who  had  introduced  this  motion, 
had  commenced  by  expressing  his  opinion 
that  the  subject  to  which  he  was  about  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  was  one 
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of  the  greatest  national  importance.  In 
that  opinion  he  would  be  the  foremost 
man  in  that  House  to  agree;  because 
if  there  were  in  existence  any  man  who 
thought  the  foreign  relations  of  the  country 
a  matter  of  insignificance,  and  which 
could,  without  danger  to  the  country,  be 
treated  with  indifference,  he  held  that  man 
to  have  looked  to  the  affairs  of  mankind, 
and  to  the  lessons  of  history  with  little 
benefit  to  himself  or  to  the  country.  But 
he  did  not  agree  with  his  noble  Friend  in 
thinking  that  the  thin  state  of  the  House 
on  the  present  occasion,  or  the  circum- 
stance of  but  few  Members  being  present 
of  late  years  when  questions  of  foreign 
policy  had  been  discussed,  was  any  indi- 
cation that  there  prevailed,  either  in  that 
House,  or  in  the  country,  a  feeling  of  in- 
difference with  respect  to  those  matters. 
It  had  never  been  the  character  of  the 
English  nation,  or  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, to  feel  an  indifference  with  respect 
to  the  affairs  of  Europe.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  should  say,  that  if  there  was  any 
thing  which  more  peculiarly  characterised 
the  people  of  this  country,  and  the  delibe- 
rations  of  Parliament,  it  was  an  anxious 
and  lively  attention  to  the  events  whicb 
were  arising  around  them.  Perhaps,  on 
some  occftsioos,  the  House  had  rather 
gone  before  the  Government  in  an  eagei 
and  keen  perception  of  coming  events,  than 
lagged  behind,  and  looked  with  indifference 
on  matterswhich  deserved  attention.  If  he 
might  be  permitted  to  give  an  explanation 
of  that  apparent  indiSerence  on  the  part 
of  the  House  to  which  his  noble  Friend 
had  alluded,  ha  should  say  that  it  arose, 
not  from  any  insensibility  to  the  impor- 
laace  of  the  subjects  which  had  been  com- 
mented upon  by  his  noble  Friend,  hut 
from  a  confidence  in  the  Government  of 
the  country— from  a  knowledge  that 
foreign  affairs  have  been  managed  in  a 
way  to  preserve  peace — and  from  a  belief 
that  the  attention  of  Government  was  stu- 
diously directed,  and  needed  not  to  be  ur- 
ged by  repealed  goadings  from  that  House, 
to  maintain  peace  abroad,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  watch  carefully  all  the  imp  rtaa 
iuterests  as  well  as  the  honour  of  the 
country.  If  an  opinion  prevailed  that 
the  foreign  affairs  of  the  country  were 
ill-administered,  the  noble  Lord  would 
not  have  seen  the  House  so  empty 
as  it  had  beon  on  that  night  and  on 
former  occasions.  At  periods  when  the 
country  had  been  dissatisfied  with  the 
Y2 
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maoBgement  ofitt  affairs,  that  House  had 
frequently  a  much  fuller  attendance  at 
discussions  of  questions  relaling  (o  foreign 
policy  than  on  those  even  of  the  greatest 
domestic  interest.  He  therefore  thought 
that  he  was  entitled  to  say,  that  that  whirh 
his  noble  Friend  regarded  as  an  indication 
of  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  public  lo 
lorei(;n  aifairs,  was,  in  fact,  a  proof  that 
the  coiintry  was  satisfied,  and  con6dent 
that  foreign  affairs  would  be  properly  at- 
tended lo  by  the  Government.  His  noble 
Friend,  in  a  speech  of  great  ability  and  re- 
search, had  traced  the  progress  of  the 
mentations  of  territory  acquired  by  the 
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another  connected  with  those  acquisitions, 
it  was,  that  they  had  almost  invariably 
been  made  at  periods  when  the  other 
nations  of  Europe  were  engaged  in  quarrels 
amongst  themselves,  and  had  iheir  atten- 
tion occupied  by  their  own  respective  wars. 
If  that  were  the  case,  his  noble  Friend 
could  not  but  approve  of  the  policy,  the 
object  of  which  wag  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  Europe  ;  because  the  best  way  to  prevent 
Russia  from  making  further  aggraiidize- 

commended  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Birmingham  of  going  to  war,  whether 
to  be  paid  for  in  gold  or  in  paper, 
but  to  maintain  a  slate  of  peace,  and  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  those  events 
which  had  led  in  former  times  to  those 
evils  which  his  noble  Friend  had  pointed 
out.  He  entirely  agreed  with  liis  noble 
Friend  as  to  the  importance  to  this  country, 
commercially  and  politically,  that  Turkey 
should  be  maintained  in  integrity  and  in- 
dependence. He  had  on  former  occasions 
endeavoured  to  satisfy  the  House  that  that 
opinion  was  entertained  by  his  Majesty' 
Government ;  and  it  had  been  expressed  oi 
nil  those  occasions  when  it  was  consistent 
with  the  usual  practice  of  the  Ci 
the  Government  in  its  commi 
with  Parliament  to  refer  to  the  subject.  Hi 
couii]  assure  his  noble  Friend  that  it  wa 
impossible  for  him  to  feel  more  strongly  01 
that  subject  than  did  his  Majesty's  Minis 
tera,  and  he  believed  that  the  same  senli 
ment  was  shared  by  all  the  other  nations 
of  Europe,  whose  interests,  as  well  as  those 
of  Great  Britain,  required  that  Turkei 
should  continue  an  independent,  powerful 
and  prosperous  Empire.  Considering  thi 
great  importance  of  the  matter  before 
the  House,  considering  also  the  delicacy 


anddifficultywhichaMlnisteroftheCrowa 
must  always  feel  in  going  into  any  discus- 
sion with  respect  to  the  relations  of  this 
country  with  other  powers,  when  no  precise 
necessity  for  so  doing  had  arisen,  he  was 
persuaded  that  the  Houi>e  would  think 
that  he  should  best  discharge  his  duly  by 
not  following  his  noble  Friend  at  length 
through  the  various  topics  to  which  he 
had  called  the  attention  of  the  House ;  bnt 
with  respect  to  one  of  them— namely,  the 
Prussian  commercial  league— he  did  wish 
to  set  his  noble  Friend  right.  His  noble 
Friend  seemed  Co  think  that  that  commer- 
cial league,  of  which  Prussia  was  the  head, 
was  the  result  of  Russian. policy,  and  des- 
tined for  Russian  objects.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  his  noble  Friend  was  in  Ihii 
respect,  at  least,  mistaken.  That  league 
had  undoubtedly  for  its  object  the  ad- 
vancement of  Prussian  views  and  Prnisian 
interests.  No  doubt  Prussia  first  con- 
ceived the  plan  of  uniting  the  different 
countries  of  Germany  by  one  common 
league  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  must  be 
remarked,  that  if  that  league  were  not  for 
the  advantage  and  the  interest  of  the  other 
states  in  Germany,  it  was  impassible  to 
suppose  that  Prussia  could  have  prevailed 
upon  tliem  to  co-operate  in  carrying  that 
plau  into  effect.  It  had  been  a  favourite 
notion  in  Germany,  that  it  would  be  ad- 
vantageous for  all  the  states  lo  get  rid 
of  the  various  impediments  which  the 
numerous  Custom-houses  opposed  to  their 
traffic,  and  to  give  lo  the  trade  and  in- 
dustry of  the  interior  greater  freedom.  The 
commercial  league  was  a  German  concep- 
tion ;  whether  it  might  operate  to  tbe  ad- 
vantage or  detriment  of  England— (he  be- 
lieved it  would  have  little  effect  in  either 
way)~it  was,  at  any  rate,  not  a  Russian, 
but  a  purely  German  transaction.  His 
noble  Friend  had  expresied  his  feelings 
strongly  in  reference  to  Poland,  but  he 
had  not  pressed  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  take  any  practical  measures,  on 
account  of  the  situatian  of  that  country. 
Doubtless  his  noble  Friend  felt  that  what- 
ever sympathy  might  be  felt,  in  or  out  of 
that  House,  with  regard  to  Poland,  it  was 
not  a  subject  respectingwhich  it  wasposeible 
for  him  to  suggest,  or  for  the  Ghivernment 
lo  take,  any  measures  at  the  present  time. 
As  to  the  papers'for  which  the  noble  Lord 
miveil,  there  was  one  which  he  fvli  no 
difficulty  in  ijranling,  bnt  there  were  three 
olhei-  prfvls  of  the  motion  which  l.e  consi- 
dered it  his  duty  lo  oppose.    The  treaty 
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of  ConBtantiDople,  called  the  treaty  of 
Hoonkkr  'SIceUssi,  was  officially  pos- 
■eesed  by  his  Majesty's  GovenimeDt, 
and  to  the  production  of  that  trenty 
there  existed  no  valid  objeciiun.  The 
other  treaty  mentioned  in  the  motion, 
namely,  the  treaty  or  St.  Petersburg)!, 
was  not  officially  possessed  by  the  Go- 
veranieDt,  and  of  course  could  nut  be 
produced  to  the  House.  Witli  respect 
to  the  correspoodence  which  the  noble 
Lord  called  for,  namely,  that  between 
this  country,  Russia,  and  Turkey,  relative 
to  those  treaties,  he  ceriainly  must  en- 
treat the  House  not  to  insist  on  iu  pro- 
duction. He  was  prepared  to  say,  that 
that  correspondence  could  not  be  prod  uced 
without  inconvenience  to  the  public  ser- 
vice ;  and  he  trusted  that  the  House  would 
rest  satislied  with  that  statement,  and  not 
press  the  Government  to  lay  on  the  Table 
copies  of  correspondence,  the  production 
of  which  would,  in  point  of  fact,  answer  no 
object  which- the  noble  Lord  could  have  in 
view.  With  regard  to  the  correspondence 
on  the  subject  of  Poland  ihree  years  ago, 
which  formed  the  subject  of  llie  laet  part 
of  the  noble  Lord's  motion,  the  reason 
why  it  ought  not  to  be  published  had  been 
stated  to  the  House  on  a  former  occasion. 
A  motion  was  made  for  the  purpose  of 
urging  the  Government  to  protest  against 
the  changie  which,  at  the  period  he  had 
alluded  to,  was  made  in  the  Constitution 
of  the  kingdom  of  Poland.  The  Consti- 
tution of  Alexander  was  abolished,  and 
an  organic  statute  substituted  by  the  pre- 
sent Emperor  of  Russia.  On  that  occa- 
sion it  was  stated,  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment had  remonstrated  against  the  change, 
and  had  expressed  an  opinion  that  it  was 
not  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  ireaty 
of  Vienna.  He  now  repeated  that  declar- 
ation. So  far,  therefore,  as  the  opinion 
of  the  British  Government,  expressed  to 
the  Russian  Government  on  the  subject, 
went,  his  noble  Friend  had  all  the  advan- 
tage of  it,  but  he  thought  the  House 
would  be  of  opinion  that  no  good  could 
arise  from  publishing  to  the  world,  after 
an  interval  of  three  years,  alt  the  corre- 
spondence which  might  have  passed  be- 
tween two  Governments  on  a  subject  re- 
specting which  their  opinion  differed,  es- 
pecially as  nothing  had  recently  occurred 
to  make  the  publication  of  this  corre- 
spondence necessary.  If  a  country  was 
going  to  war,  it  would  then  be  right  to 
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was  good  and  the  quarrel  just;  but  if  the 

preservation  of  peace  wasdesirable,  it  could 
not  te  politic  to  publish  to  the  whole  world 
communlcationB  which  might  expose  the 
existence  of  conflictingopiniona.and  would 
tend  to  create  irritation  on  both  sidta,  with- 
out accomplishing  any  useful  purpose.  It 
was  on  these  grounds  that  he  rccom* 
mended  the  House  not  to  concur  in  that 
part  of  the  motion  which  called  fur  the 
production  of  those  portions  of  correspon- 
dence. Before  silting  down,  he  must 
inform  bis  noble  Friend  that  he  was 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  treaty  of 
Hoonkiar  'Skelessi  had  led  to  any  indig- 
nity being  ofTered  to  this  country  in  the 
person  of  its  Ambassador,  or  had  induced 
the  Governioent  to  adopt,  with  regard  to 
the  Ambassador  alluded  to,  any  measures 
inconsistent  with  the  dignity  and  the 
honour  of  the  British  nAtiou.  In  ihe  Hrat 
place,  he  ought  to  tell  his  noble  Friend 
that  that  treaty,  as  far  as  it  applied  to  the 
passage  of  the  Dardanelles,  was  at  pre* 
sent  a  dead  fetter,  because  by  its  very 
ttrms  it  was  to  have  no  force  except  in 
time  of  war.  \'Lojil  Dudley  SluaTt ;  Russia 
is  at  war  with  Circassiu],  That  was  not  the 
sort  of  war  contemplated  by  the  treaty, 
which  was  therefore  a  complete  deed 
letter ;  and  the  passage  of  the  Dardanelles 
stood  exactly  as  it  would  have  stood  had 
no  such  treaty  been  made.  Wbat,  then, 
were  the  circumstances  affenling  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Dardaticllcs  with  regard  to 
this  country  ?  By  very  ancient  treaties, 
British  ships  of  commerce  had  a  right  to 
enter  all  Turkish  ports  and  to  navigate 
all  the  Turkish  seas;  but  the  eleventh 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1809  declared 
that  it  was  the  ancient  practice  of  the 
Porte  not  to  allow  ships  of  war  to  pass 
through  the  strait  of  Constantinople  and 
the  Dardanelles;  and  England  on  her  part 
declared  that  she  respected  and  acquiesced 
in  that  ancient  privilege  of  the  Porte. 
We  had,  therefore,  no  right  to  send  our 
ships  of  war  through  the  strait  of  Con- 
stantinople, except  with  the  permission  of 
the  Turkish  Government;  but  that  per- 
mission had  been  asked  and  obiamed 
whenever  there  existed  sufTxcient  reason. 
Now  what  was  the  cass  with  respect  to 
Lord  Durham  ?  He  went  in  a  frigate 
through  the  Dardanelles  up  to  Canslaoli- 
nople.  But  the  noble  Lord  seemed  to 
think  that  it  was  a  want  of  dignity  on  the 
part  of  the  British  Government  in  not  di- 
recting Lord  Dmham  to  [trocet;^  furthor 
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in  the  frigate.    If  any  thing  could  depend   subjects  was  duly  appreciated  by  the  Co- 
upon the  mere  fact  of  a  British  Trigate  hav-  i  vernment.  He  also  assured  the  nobis  Lord 
inggone  into  the  Black  Sea,  that  fact  had  |  that  if  the<r  should  even  Knd  it  necessary, 
already  happened;  the  Blonde  had   en- :  for  the  due  maintenance  of  the  interests 
tered  that  Sea  and  sailed  round  it.     But  |  of  the  country,  to  call  upon  the  House 
the  fact  was,  that  about  the  time  when    to  furnish  the  meansof  vindicatinf  the  na- 
Lord  Durham  sailed    from    this  country, '  tional  interests  and  asserting  the  national 
Mr.  Ellis    also    departed    on    a    special  I  honour  by  a  war.  Ministers  would  certainly 
embassy  to  Persia.     That  Gentleman  em-  '  do  so,  hut  they  would  never  make  such 
barked  on  hoard  a  steam  vessel  which  car-  [  ..       ..      .         .  ,        ,       ™.  -     . 

ried  him  through  the  Dardanelles  to  Tre- 
bisood.  The  vessel  then  returned  to  Con- 
stantioopie,  whence  it  carried  Lord  Dur- 
ham (o  Odessa,  being  all  the  time  in 
exactly  the  same  state  as  when  it  left  the 
shores  of  England.  It  was  not  heavily 
armed,  because,  as  tt  had  to  carry  the 
baggage  of  the  Ambassador,  its  large  guns 
would  only  have  been  in  the  way,  hut 
it  bore  his  Majesty's  pennant;  none  of 
the  arrangements  were  of  a  nature  to 
throw  discredit  on  the  Rag  of  England. 
When  the  vessel  reached  Odessa,  it  was 
certainly  true,  that  in  consequence  of  a 
mistake  on  the  part  of  the  Captain  of  a 
Russian  man  of  war,  some  delay  occurred 
before  salutes  were  exchanged.  This 
arose,  however,  from  mere  mistake,  for 
Lord  Durham  was  received  hy  the  author- 
ities at  Odessa  with  every  mark  of  dis- 
tinction, and  in  the  most  flattering  man- 
ner, as  the  representative  of  the  King  of 
England.  His  noble  Friend  was,  there- 
fore, mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  treaty 
of  Hoonkiar  'Skelessi  had  any  influence 
on  the  manner  in  which  Lord  Durham 
proceeded  to  Odessa,  or  that  anything 
passed  inconsistent  with  the  respect  due 
to  the  flag  of  England,  and  to  the  Ambas- 
sador of  the  British  nation.  Without  en- 
tering into  the  various  other  topics  dis- 
cussed by  his  noble  Friend — without  inves- 
tigating, like  the  hon.  Members  opposite, 
the  question  of  colonization  in  India — 
without  being  drawn  on  the  present  occa- 
sion into  a  defence  of  the  policy  adopted 
by  this  country  with  regard  to  Greece 
— a  policy  which  he  must,  however,  he 
permitted  to  characterise  as  honourable 
and  advantageous  to  England — without 
Tindicatiug  the  Greeks  from  Che  sweeping 
charge  that  they  were  robbers  by  land  and 
pirates  by  sea — though  he  could  not  help 
wishing  that  the  hon.  Member  from  whom 
it  proceeded,  and  who  had  made  the  tour 


.vithout  such  good  and  sufficient 
ground  as  would  ensure  them  the  confi- 
dence and  concurrence  of  Parliament.  It 
was  not,  however,  the  wish  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  disturb  the  transactions  of  peace 
by  spreading  abroad  menaces  of  war ;  and 
as  they  did  not  at  present  see  any  reason- 
able  ground  why  the  peace  of  this  country 
and  of  Europe  should  be  disturbed,  they 
felt  it  to  be  their  duty,  while  they  agreed 
to  a  part  of  the  present  motion,  strenu- 
ously to  oppose  the  remainder.  He  en- 
treated the  House  to  leave  the  Govern- 
ment to  manage  the  affairs  which  had 
been  intrusted  to  their  hands,  resting 
satisfied  that  they  would  not  plunge  the 
country  unnecessarily  into  war,  that  they 
were  determined  to  preserve  peace  as  long 
as  they  could,  and  that  they  did  not  at 
present  see  any  reason  to  doubt  its  con- 
tinuance. 

Dr.  BoiOTing  thought  that  no  one  could 
mistake  the  high  and  generous  sentiments 
which  had  given  rise  to  the  Moiion  of  the 
noble  Lord,  but  at  the  samelime  bethought 
the  noble  Lord  himself  was  mistaken  in 
his  views  of  the  extent  of  the  pnwers  of 
Russia.  It  was  to  be  regretted  that  such 
statements  should  go  forth  to  the  world 
uncontradicted.  It  washis(Dr.  Bowring's) 
conviction  that  the  power  of  Russia  had 
been  very  much  overrated.  On  paper 
her  armies  were  doubtless  immense,  but 
she  bad  never,  even  at  the  time  when  she 
stru^led  for  existence,  been  able  to  bring 
more  than  300,000  men  into  the  field. 
The  Nobles,  too,  were  beginning  to  evince 
a  desire  for  improvement.  He  felt  for 
the  situation  of  Poland,  but  would  bo 
sorry  if  the  question  of  Polish  indepen- 
dence were  to  he  decided  by  whether  the 
stipulations  of  a  treaty,  in  which  certain 
Monarchs  bound  themselves  to  maintain 
a  particular  constitution  in  Poland,  had 
been  complied  with.  He  thought  those 
igbts  rested  on  a  much  broader  basis,  and 


of  the  East,  had  devoted  a  little  time  to  \  that  she  must  look  to  the  future  for  her 
study  the  character  and  pursuits  of  the  restoration  to  liberty,  when  those  mors 
Greek  people,  he  nevertheless  could  assure  ,  extended  rights  were  generally  admitted, 
ths  House  that  (he  importance  of  all  tbeie  |     Mr.  Robiwon  wu  very  mucb  iaclined 
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to  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  the  Secre- 
tary foi  Foreign  Affairs  that  very  little 
good  was  to  be  gained  from  re-opening 
this  question  between  Russia  and  PolancJ, 
ai  he  thought  that  it  would  have  a  ten- 
dency very  diSereut  from  that  which  the 
noble  mover  wished.  He  thought  that  a 
protest  having  been  entered  by  the  British 
Government  against  the  proceedings  of 
Russia  with  respect  to  Poland,  the  former 
bad  placed  itself  in  such  a  situation  as 
would  enable  it,  whenever  the  occasion 
should  arise,  to  avail  itself  of  that  protest 
in  following  it  up.  He  *ould  not  enter 
into  the  general  question,  whether  the 
league  called  the  Prussian  league  was  the 
result  of  Prussian  influence  exerted  to 
favour  Prussian  interests,  or  whether  it 
was  the  result  of  German  interference. 
for  his  own  part  he  was  inclined  to  think 
that  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  State 
was  right  in  assuming  that  it  was  a  Ger- 
man league;  but  he  thought  that  the 
noble  Lord  was  disposed  to  treat  the 
objects  of  the  league  with  too  much  levity. 
He  regarded  it  as  a  German  transaction  : 
but  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that 
Prussia  was  enabled  by  the  means  of  that 
system  to  increase  the  duty  on  British 
manufactures,  not  merely  in  ner  own  ter- 
ritories, but  also  in  all  the  other  States  of 
Germany,  with  the  exception  of  Austria. 
Hecoidially  joined  in  the  hope  that  peace 
might  not  bebroken.  It  was  all  very  well 
foTtbehoD.  Member  for  Birmingham  to 
tallc  about  the  anxiety  of  the  people  for 
war.  Such  might  be  the  wish  of  the  peo< 
pie  of  Birmingham,  but  they,  probably, 
would  not  like  the  consequences  of  war, 
and  would  be  the  first  to  complain  of  the 
increased  taxation  rendered  necessary  .by 
the  cessation  of  a  state  of  peace. 

Mr.  PouUtt  Thornton  merely  rose  to 
>ay  a  few  words  relative  to  the  sentiments 
ffhicb  his  faon.  Friend  who  had  just  sat 
down  entertained  on  the  subject  of  the 
Prussian  commercial  league.  How  it  had 
found  its  way  into  this  debate  was  a  mys- 
tery to  him.  His  noble  Friend  who  intro- 
tluced  it  had,  soinehowor  other,  discovered 
that  Russia  was  at  the  bottom  of  it.  He 
had  seen  that  opinion  expressed  in  a 
remarkably  absurd  article  appended  to 
one  of  the  numbers  of  the  Portfolio, 
but  he  did  not  think  that  any  one  who 
really  knew  the  bearings  of  the  ques- 
tion could  possibly  conceive  that  it  would 
ba  foi  the  interest  of  Russia,  even  if  she 
■JuA  the  power  to  piomftte  that  coofa- 
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deracy,  which,  if  it  tended  to  any  political 
results,  as  he  believed  it  did,  went  to  erect 
in  Germany  a  power  greater  than  any 
single  state  which  now  existed.  The  par- 
ticular statement  oF  the  hon.  Genlletnan 
to  which  he  wished  to  allude  was,  that 
Prussia  had  it  in  her  power  to  raise  the 
duties  on  our  productions  not  only  within 
her  own  dominions,  but  within  those  of  all 
the  confederate  stales.  Now,  with  regard 
to  the  Prussian  dominions,  the  direct  con- 
trary was  really  the  case  ;  and  with  respect 
to  the  other  states,  she  possessed  at  present 
no  greater  power  to  do  so  than  she  had 
previously  had.  Formerly  Prussia,  un- 
fettered by  any  engagements  with  her 
neighbours,  had  the  power  of  re^ulsting 
her  own  tariff  as  she  pleased,  and  of  raising 
or  lowering  the  duties  on  foreign  produce 
at  will.  By  uniting  in  a  league  wiih  other 
countries  she  had  abandoned  that  power, 
because  she  could  impose  no  additional 
tax,  except  by  the  common  consent  of 
all  the  parties  to  the  treaty,  and  there* 
fore,  as  regarded  her,  the  power  she  pos- 
sessed before  was  taken  away,  by  the 
necessity  of  obtaining  their  concurrence. 
He  believed,  indeed,  that  this  necessity 
of  which  he  spoke  was  a  serious  disad- 
vantage attached  to  the  league,  because 
the  day  might  come  when  many  of  those 
countries  would  find  it  their  interest  to 
diminish,  instead  of  to  increase,  the 
duties  they  now  maintained;  and  it 
would  not  he  in  the  power  of  any  par- 
ticular state  hereafter  to  adopt  that 
course,  unless  they  cduld  first  obtain  the 
sanction  of  the  othera  to  it.  As  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  referred  to  this  subject, 
he  would  shortly  say,  that  be  considered 
this  to  be  the  chief  disadvantage  which 
could  arise  from  the  league,  for  he  knew 
that  the  most  unfounded  reports  had  gone 
abroad,  and  been  industriously  circulated, 
with  regard  to  the  effects  likely  to  be  pro- 
duced on  our  trade  by  the  extension  of 
(hat  league.  What  was  the  real  stale 
of  the  case?  Why,  the  Prussian  tariff 
had  been  generally  adopted  by  all  the 
states  of  the  Union,  and  if  the  different 
circumstances  of  the  two  countries  were 
considered,  the  Prussian  tariff  would  not 
be  placed  in  a  very  unfavourable  light  when 
compared  with  our  own.  Although  it  was 
quite  true  that,  in  tbe  arrangements  conse- 
quent upon  its  adoption,  some  states  had 
been  under  the  necessity  of  raising  their 
scale  of  duties,  there  were  others  which  bad 
been  obUged  to  reduce  their  Kale.    He 
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believed  it  would  be  fouod  that,  on  a 
balance,  when  the  average  was  sirock, 
the  duties  throughout  the  whole  of  Ger- 
many had  not  been  materially  increaged, 
Then,  on  the  other  hand,  we  hail  this  very 
great  advantage,  that,  whereas  formerly 
we  had  to  pass  through  five,  ten,  or  fifteen 
Custom-bouses  to  penetrate  into  the  hi 
of  Germany,  now,  when  the  border 
crossed,  our  commodiiies  circulated  freely 
through  all  parts  of  it,  and  not  only 
the  heavy  transit  duties  levied  at  thi 
various  Custom-houses,  but  the  expense 
arising  from  that  tedious  process,  hat 
ceased  entireW.  He  did  not  say  this  by 
way  of  praising  the  Prussian  system. 
We  had  considered  that  it  was  likely  to 
be  disadvantageous  to  us,  and  we  nad 
done  what  we  could  to  oppose  it.  It  had, 
however,  in  spite  of  us,  been  carried  into 
eSect,  and  he  confessed  he  was  not  si 
priied  at  it,  as  the  Germans  were  stron| 
in  favour  of  it.  There  was  nothing 
inconvenient  to  them  as  that  system 
which  had  formerly  prevailed,  when  a 
conatant  succession  of  barrier  and  froniter 
Custom-houses  presented  impediments  to 
internal  traffic  at  every  step.  This  he 
believed  to  have  been  one  of  the  great 
considerations  which  swayed  them  in 
adopting  the  present  system,  so  con- 
dncive  to  the  accomplishment  of  that 
object  which  was  dear  to  them — the 
generaliEation  of  the  German  people  in 
all  their  social  and  moral  relations.  He 
must  add  that,  although  he  had  once 
inclined  to  a  diflerent  opinion,  and  been 
adverse  to  the  extension  of  the  system, 
all  that  he  saw  of  its  practical  effects  had 
convinced  him  that  his  alarms  were  un- 
founded. He  could  refer  to  the  experi- 
ence of  the  last  year,  or  of  the  last  two 
years,  to  show  that  in  the  trsde  we 
carried  on  with  the  countries  that  had 
adopted  it,  there  was  an  increase  instead 
of  a  diminution,  and  that  no  greater 
disadvantage  need  be  expected  to  arise 
thnn  bad  formerly  existed.  Hrs  noble 
Friend  had  done  him  ilie  honour  to  call 
his  attention  to  what  he  was  pleased  to  tall 
the  little  value  of  our  commercial  posi- 
tion with  respect  to  Russia,  His  noble 
Friend  would  believe  that  he  should  l« 
most  ready  to  attend  to  it,  and  that  he 
was  most  ready  to  admit  with  him  that 
the  tariff  of  Russia  was  founded  upon 
erroneous  principles;  und,  though  not 
intended  to  be  injurioaa  to  us,  based  upon 


agricultoral  into  a  partially  manufacturing 
people.  He  was  well  aware  that  that  tariff 
was  not  favourable  to  us,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he  must  gay  that  even  upon  that 
point  there  was  tome  excuse  for  Russia. 
It  was  not  until  they  had  ceased  to  hope  ' 
for  the  admission  of  their  staple  prodncls 
into  the  United  Kingdom,  and  until  we 
had  excluded  their  corn  and  timber,  that 
B  change  prejudicial  to  our  interests  had 
taken  place.  But,  notwithstanding  this 
change,  he  believed  that  his  noble  Friend 
would  find  that  roost  of  those  persons 
occupied  in  the  commerce  and  manu- 
factures  of  this  country  agreed  with  him 
(Mr.  Thomson)  in  the  view  he  took 
of  this  question — namely,  that  the  trade 
with  that  empire  was  one  which  those 
parties  would  see  disturbed  with  consi- 
derable regret.  We  drew  from  it  articles 
essential  for  carrying  on  our  manufactures, 
and  it  took  from  us  in  return  British  pro- 
duce to  a  great  extent.  There  was  one  con- 
sideration likewise  which  he  thought  would 
not  be  lost  on  his  hon.  Friend  opposite,  the 
Member  for  Tyneraouth  —  that  all  the 
trade  of  Russia,  with  scarcely  an  excep- 
tion, without  any  obligation,  without  any 
law  or  treaty  binding  her  to  that  effect, 
was  carried  on  in  British  shipping,  to  the 
exclusion  of  Russian  or  foreign  vessels. 
When  Gentlemen,  therefore,  spoke  so 
glibly  of  war,  and  of  the  interruption  of 
our  commercial  relations  with  Russia,  he 
thought  these  things  ought  not  to  be  over- 
looked. Now,didheurge  this  consideration 
as  B  reason  why  weightier  considerations, 
involving  the  interests  or  the  honour  oflhis 
country,  were  to  be  neglected  ?  No  such 
thing.  But  he  did  not  believe  that  the 
course  pursued  by  some  hon.  Gentlemen, 
who  had  spoken  in  the  debate,  was  likely 
to  lead  to  the  attainment  of  their  end, 
though  it  might  tend  to  produce  another 
consequence,  which  they  did  not  seem  t» 
deprecate,  but  which  be  should  very  much 
regret.  He  did  not  think  it  was  by  cnllrng 
the  Russians  a  great  many  hard  names,  by 
abusing  their  manners  or  their  institutions, 
that  we  should  he  most  secure  of  respect 
and  deference.  He  did  not  think  such  a 
course  suited  to  the  dignity  of  the  British 
nsiion.  We  ought  to  take  our  stand  on 
our  own  honour  and  our  own  interests. 
If  we  were  attacked  in  the  one,  or 
Buffered  in  the  other,  let  us  be  prepared 
to  defend  them  :  but  let  us  not  rush  into 
useless  discussion,  which  would  serve  only 
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bitter  enmity  towards 'Us  in  the  breasts  of 
those  with  whom  we  ought  to  be  on 
frieodly  terms.  By  fuUowing  this  rule 
we  should  neither  betray  our  honournorour 
interests,  and  when  the  moment  came  in 
which  we  were  called  on  to  act,  we  should 
be  better  prepared  to  act.  He  waa 
SBtis6ed  that  the  less  minor  and  petty 
causes  of  gricTa nee,  were  discDSsed,  the 
lessfltatemeniB  injurioiiB  to  the  hononr  of 
other  countries  were  indulged  in,  the 
better  we  should  be  enabled  to  maiutain 
oar  high  position,  and  when  a  simple 
arriTcd,  the  better  able  to  meet  it,  and 
to  meet  it  with  dignity  and  effect. 

Sir  Robert  Inglit  was  understood  to  say, 
that  in  the  principles  laid  down  by  the 
right  hon.  President  ofthe  Board  of  Trade, 
he  entirely  concurred,  but  he  had  not 
expected  to  hear  from  that  quarter  such 
observations  as  the  last  words  which  fell 
from  him.  His  right  hon.  Friend,  near 
whom  he  sat,  had,  on  the  first  night  of  the 
Session,  stated  that  more  than  a  common 
sense  of  interest  ought  to  impel  all  the 
countries  of  Europe  to  the  maintenance 
of  peace — that  they  ought  to  be  actuated 
by  a  common  sense  of  moral  obligation 
to  do  all  in  their  power  to  eflect  a  contin- 
uance  of  tranquillity,  and  he  (Sir  R.Inglis) 
felt  that  there  was  no  man  capable  of  esti- 
mating the  value  of  that  consideration 
who  would  hazard  the  provocation  of  war, 
by  the  indulgence  of  language,  which, 
without  efl«Gting  what  we  desired  with 
respect  to  Poland,  might  tend  to  irritate 
Raaaia.  He  felt  as  deeply  for  the  interests 
of  Poland  as  any  man,  and  white  he  con- 
curred with  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in  the  reasons 
whichinducedhimtowithhold  his  consent  to 
theprod  uctionofthereroonstrances  address- 
ed on  thepart  of  Poland  to  the  Emperor  of 
Ra8Bta,he  trusted  he  should  notbe  asking  too 
much  in  imploring  the  noble  Lord  to  lose 
no  opportunity  of  reiterating  those  remon- 
strances whenever  he  could,  not  only  to 
Rusi^is,  but  also  to  Austria.  He  implored 
the  noble  Lord  never  to  lose  sight  of  the 
importance  of  testifying,  not  by  idle  de- 
monstrations of  war  without  the  intention 
"  of  carrying  them  into  effect — not  by  a  still 
idler  recourse  to  bitter  language  in  that 
House  —  but  by  proper  and  legitimate 
means — that  we,  as  a  nation, felt  ourselves 
bound  as  far  as  we  coald  to  guarantee 
Poland  that  condition  to  which  she  was 
entitled. 
Sit  EiW9Td  CodringlvH  Mid,  he  was 


'  fully  persuaded  that  ifthe  treaty  of  Lon* 
don  had  been  carried  into  execution  as  it 
was  contemplated,  we  should  have  had  no 
war  between  Turkey  and  Russia,  but 
Russia  would  now  be  in  a  very  different 
situation.  He  could  refer  to  a  very 
voluminous  book,  called  "  the  Greek 
Papers,"  from  which  it  appeared  that  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  made  a  proposition  t« 
the  allies,  that  measures  should  be  taken 
to  force  Turkey,  if  necessary,  to  an  acces- 
sion to  the  treaty,  in  order  to  put  an  end 
to  the  differences  which  prevailed.  Had 
that  proposal  been  carried  into  effect,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  Turkey  would  have 
acceded  to  the  treaty,  but  even  if  we  had 
gone  to  the  extent  of  declaring  war,  in 
order  to  force  her,  she  would  from  that 
moment  have  derived  much  benefit  from 
the  settling  of  the  question,  and  ahs  would 
now  be  in  a  ten  times  better  situation  than 
she  was.  That  proposal  was  made  by 
Russia,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  in  pure 
sincerity  ;  for  he  did  not  see  any  advantage 
that  could  arise  to  Russia  from  deception. 
But  even  if  she  had  ulterior  views  and 
expectations,  still  if  the  treaty  had  been 
carried  into  execution,  as  proposed  by  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  that  nation  would  never 
have  had  a  justification  for  making  waf 
upon  Turkey,  and  we  should  never  have 
witnessed  the  disasters  which  preceded  the 
treaty  of  .Adrianople  and  the  subsequent 
treaties.  In  the  Grit  place  he  ahould  have 
had  to  carry  the  greater  part  of  that  treaty 
into  effect,  acting  as  an  English  officer 
under  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  Admiralty.  As  he  should  have 
been  to  command  ofthe  three  squadrons, 
by  the  proposal  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia, 
it  was  impossible  that  Russia  could 
have  done  anything  contrary  to  the 
interests  of  England.  Whatever  might 
be  the  ulterior  views  of  Russia,  if  England 
would  only  give  her  hand  at  this  moment 
fairly  and  boldly  to  Turkey,  every  advan- 
tage would  be  gained  for  her  and  for 
England,  and  Russia  would  be  prevented 
from  making  any  further  encroachments. 
If  we  should  have  occasion  to  meet 
Russia  with  respect  to  any  encroachment 
upon  our  rights  or  dignities,  w6  had  only 
to  give  the  hand  to  Turkey,  and  send 
forih  the  navy  of  this  country,  and  we 
should  place  Russia  in  the  situation  she 
ought  to  be  in.  He  wished  as  much  for 
peace  as  any  man.  He  sincerely  trusted 
we  should  be  able  to  avoid  war,  provided, 
at  the  ii^me  time,  we  co«ld  avoid  it  mia 
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honour;  but  let  ni  not  be  bo  careless  aa 
to  iujuie  that  arm  by  which  our  honour 
must  be  preserved.  That  arm  required  a 
little  more  atteation  tban  had  latterly  been 
paid  to  it.  Our  navy  had,  from  motives 
of  economy,  been  lowered  beyond  what 
was  prudent  or  proper,  and  he  hailed 
with  pleasure  the  iacrease  which  was  to 
take  place  in  it;  and  he  was  sura  that 
the  cheapest  and  most  honourable  way  in 
which  the  interests  of  the  country  could  be 
protected  was  to  have  a  considerable  force 
ready  for  any  emergency.  With  respect 
to  the  Prussian  league,  he  hoped  it  was  as 
innocent  towards  this  country  as  Russia; 
but  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  little 
tDore  injurious  to  the  interests  of  this 
country  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
thought.  He  saw  in  it  more  of  policy 
than  of  mere  commercial  regulation.  When 
Prussia  had  the  power  to  levy  taxes  on  all 
the  other  States,  he  did  not  see  how  they 
could  refuse  to  assist  her,  if  her  policy 
required  it.  He  thought  there  was  more 
than  the  Joint  interests  of  Russia  and 
Prusiis  concerned  in  it.  He  saw  in  it  the 
means  of  augmenting  the  political  interests 
cfAuatria.  He  hoped  Austria  would 
form  an  alliance  with  us,  and  enable  us  to 
resist  the  power  of  Russia,  and  to  promote 
the  mutual  advantages  of  both  countries, 
and  he  was  sure  the  true  way  to  effect  that 
was  by  giving  the  hand  to  Turkey,  for  we 
had  more  opportunity  of  carrying  into 
practical  effect  the  reciprocity  system  with 
Turkey  than  with  any  other  nation  in 
Europe  or  Asia.  Let  it  be  recollected 
that  Turkey  had  no  custom-houses — that 
ahe  levied  no  taxes  upon  our  goods. 
Why  then  should  we  not  adopt  the  same 
principle  with  respect  to  her,  and  thus 
promote  our  mutual  advantage  ? 

Viscount  Stoidon  regretted  thatthenoble 
Lord  had  not  consented  to  produce  the 
oorcespondence  relative  to  the  treaty  of 
Hoonkiar  'Skelessi,  because,  without  that 
correspondence,  the  treaty  itself  could  not 
Iw  understood  in  all  its  bearings.  To  the 
treaty  itself  he  did  not  attach  much  im- 
portance, except  in  so  far  as  it  afforded 
evidence  of  the  growing  influence  of  Rub- 
lit.  If,  in  the  year  1833,  the  noble  Lord 
had  not  driven  Turkey  to  rely  on  the  as- 
UStanceofsonearaoeighbour  and  perilous 
R  friend  as  Russia,  that  empire  would  not 
DOW  have  occupied  its  present  command- 
ing position.  Russia  must  always,  from 
Ihfl  men  ciroonutance  of  its  prounity, 
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have  gieit  influence  over  Turkey,  and  Ihit 
was  increased  by  the  experience  tlie  latter 
now  had  that  Russia  was  the  only  nation 
on  whose  assistance  she  could  rely  in  time 
of  need>  His  Majesty's  Government  did 
seem  sufBciently  to  appreciate  the 
dangerous  character  of  Russian  influence. 
They  seemed  to  place  a  high  value  on 
Russian  alliance  and  Russian  commerce. 
Perhaps  they  had  not  kept  theii  ejres  open 
to  the  increasing  jealousy  of  Britain  en- 
tertained by  Russian  statesmen.  Perhaps 
they  had  not  observed  the  tendency  of 
commerce  lo  6ow  back  into  some  of  its 
old  channels,  and  to  leave  those  which 
had  brought  such  opulence  and  power  to 
Britain.  Were  they  aware  thst  great  part 
of  the  commerce  of  China  and  Central 
Asia  was  now  carried  on  by  means  of  cb> 
ravans,  which  traversed  the  deserts  that 
separated  those  vast  and  wealthy  regions 
from  Russia?  Were  they  aware  that  from 
this  cause  the  ports  of  the  Black  Sea  were 
daily  rising  into  imparlance,  and  that  Tre- 
bisond  alone  already  possessed  a  trade 
that  amounted  to  the  annual  value  of 
1,500,000^  sterling!  Russia  had  now  pos- 
sessed herself  of  the  very  key  to  that  most 
valuable  channel  of  communication  be- 
tween Asia  and  Europe  supplied  by  tho 
Euxine ;  she  had,  in  aeiiance  of  treaties, 
occupied  the  outlet  of  the  Danube,  and 
actually  exacted  a  toll  on  all  vessels  that 
now  passed  down  that  mighty  river.  Sinca 
Austria  was  at  this  moment  actively  en- 
gaged to  spreading  the  advantages  of 
steam-navigation  on  the  Danube,  and 
giving  life  and  energy  to  the  immense  re* 
sources  of  Hungary,  Transylvania,  and 
the  wide  regions  on  either  side  of  the 
Danube,  he  thought  they  would  not  ap- 
peal in  vain  lo  her  native  and  natural 
dread  of  Russian  aggrandizement.  Heea- 
trealed  Ministers  not  to  shut  their  eyes  lo 
the  great  importance  of  the  outlet  of  the 
Black  Sea.  He  bad  collected  some  in- 
formation relative  to  the  extent  of  our 
commerce  in  that  quarter,  with  which, 
however,  he  would  not  nt  present  trouble 
the  House ;  but  he  would  call  their  atten- 
tion to  this  fact,  that  while  Russia  sup- 
plied ui  with  raw  produce  and  refused  to 
take  our  manufactures  in  return,  and  while 
the  shipping  employed  in  our  trade  with 
that  coantry  had  been  diminishing  for  a 
term  of  years,  the  consumption  of  our 
manufactured  goods  by  Turkey  had  been 
regularly  aud  steadily  increasing.  He 
hoped  that  Hit  Majeity'i  QoTerament 
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would  exerdie  a  more  Tigilant  conlrol 
oi«r  OUT  reiationi  with  Rusiia  and  Turkey 
than  they  hitherto  had  done.  He  thought 
that  when  the  fate  of  Poland  was  trem- 
bling in  the  balance,  they  had  not  exer- 
cised that  levere  TigiUnce  over  the  inter- 
Uts  and  honour  of  England  which  the 
country  bad  a  right  to  expect  at  their 
hands.  He  was  convinced,  that  Ruuia 
would  not  hare  proceeded  to  those  mea- 
iures  of  extermination  which  she  had 
adopted  wilh  respect  to  Poland,  had  his 
Majesty's  Miniaters  awakened  the  sleeping 
jealousy  which  Austria  always  entertained 
of  the  designs  of  Russia,  and  had  they 
■Dmmoned  France  to  aid  us  in  vindicating 
those  treaties  to  which  she  was  as  much 
a  party  as  ourselves  for  the  maiuienHoce 
of  the  independence  and  integrity  of  Po- 
land. 

Jtfr.  Roebuck  did  not  concur  in  the 
opinion  which  had  been  expressed  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Birmingham,  with  re- 
spect to  the  feeling  entertained  by  the 
people  of  England  as  to  going  to  war. 
He  did  not  agree  in  the  opinions  that  had 
been  expressed  as  to  the  interest  which 
this  country  had  in  interfering  with  the 
foreign  policy  of  other  European  nations. 
He  knew  the  notion  that  prevailed  as  to 
the  necessity  of  preserving  the  balance  of 
power  in  Europe,  and  the  duly  of  this 
country  to  interfere  for  that  purpose,  but 
in  that  political  notion  he  did  not  by  any 
means  concur.  He  was  well  aware  that 
this  doctrine  was  not  a  popular  one  in 
'  that  House ;  but,  though  Tt  might  be  new 
there,  it  was  not  new  outside  of  the 
Hoose,  and  it  was  one  which  he  was  glad 
to  perceive  was  very  rapidly  and  exten- 
iively  gaining  ground.  In  considering  the 
motion  before  the  House,  they  might  be 
led  into  a  discussion  which  might,  it  was 
said,  lead  to  a  war.  Wllh  respect  to 
what  had  been  said  by  the  noble  Lord  who 
had  introduced  the  motion,  and  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Birmingham,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  denouncing  war  against  Rus- 
sia, he  certainly  did  not  concur ;  but  he 
equally  differed  from  the  moderate  and 
cautious  tone  which  the  noble  Lord  who 
■poke  on  the  part  of  bis  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  adopted,  and  who  seemed  to 
tell  them  that  they  should  cower  before  the 
power  of  Russia ;  who  would  make  them 
believe  that  they  were  afraid  to  talk  out- 
right, or  to  take  a  bold  and  fearless  part 
whenefer  it  should  be  necessary  to  vindi- 
cate tlu  hononi,  the  pride,  or  the  Qitional 
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grefitness  of  England.  Ha  did  not  car- 
tainly  think  that  they  should  threaten 
Russia  with  dennnciattons  of  war :  but  ha 
equally  repudiated  the  notion  that  when 
they  had  anything  to  demand  from  Russia 
they  should  cower  down  beFore  her.  The 
true  policy  of  England  was  always  openly 
to  avow  that  she  would  always  be  ready 
and  determined  to  vindicate  ber  interests 
in  any  part  of  the  globe,  whenever  of 
wherever  they  were  aggressed  or  encroached 
on.  He  trusted  that  they  would  never 
place  reliance  on  any  quarter,bnt  that  tbey 
would  always  firmly  and  proudly  rely 
upon  their  own  strength  and  their  own 
national  sense  of  justice.  To  act  thus, 
and  not  to  interfere  in  the  policy  of  other 
nations,  was  the  course  which  it  was  the 
interest  of  England  to  pursue.  The  doe- 
trine,  as  he  had  already  said,  might  ba 
new  in  that  House,  but  it  was  not  new  to 
the  public  ;  and  they  had  a  proud  confir- 
mation of  its  truth  in  the  policy  pursued 
by  one  nation,  the  most  prosperous  in  tha 
world,  and  which  feared  no  competitor. 
Whilst  it  was  the  policy  of  England  not 
to  wish  for  war,  it  was  her  pride  and  ber 
character  to  dread  no  enemy.  But,  sup- 
pose they  were  at  war  to-morrow  with 
Russia,  what  would  be  the  result?  Why, 
in  ooe  single  month,  one  Russian  flag 
would  not  be  teen  to  float  in  any  sea  in 
Europe,  and  in  another  month  they  would 
close  up  the  commercial  resources  of 
Russia.  Had  they  not  before  them  the 
example  of  nhat  bad  happened  with  tha 
Emperor  Napoleon?  What  was  it  that 
induced  the  Emperor  of  Russia  to  declare 
war  with  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and 
to  commit  himself  against  that  great 
genius  and  all  bis  gigantic  powers,  but 
that  it  was  impossible  for  Russia  to  do 
without  the  trade  and  the  commercial 
intercourse  with  England?  Napoleon, 
carrying  out  the  principles  of  his  conti- 
nental policy,  attempted  to  exclude  the 
trade  of  England ;  and  the  Russian 
monarch,  at  the  head  of  the  Russian 
aristocracy,  felt  that  the  possession  of  that 
trade  was  vital  to  the  interests  of  Russia, 
and  (bis  it  was  that  compelled  Alexander, 
and  that  would  and  must  compel  any 
Czar,  to  go  to  war  for  the  protectioD  of 
thia  indispensable  commercial  intercoursot 
This,  then,  must  be  the  result  of  a  war 
between  this  country  and  Russia.  One 
month  would  sweep  the  seas  of  every 
Russian  flag,  and  another  month  would 
be  suffioieot  to  empty  tba  treuttm  of  tb* 
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Czar.  Hi»  Mttjesty'i  Government  Reemed 
to  ipeak  as  if  they  thought  that  in  ibat 
British  Parliament  men  should  be  afraid 
to  spenk  their  opinions  touching  Russia, 
lest  they  might  eicite  the  indignation  of 
the  Czar.  What,  were  ihey  in  that  House 
to  fear  to  say  what  they  thought  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Czar  towards  Poland — to 
■peak  what  they  thought  of  the  monstrous 
atrocities  which,  in  the  name  of  that 
Monarch,  had  been  perpetrated  upon  an 
unfortuoate  aod  gallant  people.  Was 
that  their  sense  of  national  Justice  and 
morality  which  the  right  bon.  Baronet, 
the  Member  for  Tamworth,  had  so  pro- 
perly described  as  an  European  feeling  to 
shrinlc  from  reprobating  the  atrocities 
perpetrated  towards  Poland  ?  Was  he, 
as  an  individual,  to  Tear  to  characterise 
conduct  which  jostiGed  them  in  desig- 
nating the  Rassian  Czar  and  bis  horde  as 

8  band  of  barbarians,  inflicting  vengeance 
on  a  gallant  and  devoted  people  :  but, 
wheii  he  spoke  this,  was  that  any  evidence 
of  his  disposition  to  go  to  war?  They 
had  a  right  to  express  their  abhorrence  of 
such  conduct ;  but  whilst  they  did  so,  it 
was  their  duty,  as  one  of  the  great  con- 
federacy of  European  nations,  to  take  care 
of  their  own  interests,  and  let  other 
nations  take  care  of  theirs.  They  had  a 
right  to  exercise  the  moral  influence  of 
Opinion )  but  it  did  not  follow,  as  a  neces- 
sary coosequence,  that  for  doing  so  they 
were  bound  to  go  to  war.  With  regard 
to  a  war  with  Russia,  he  was  not  prepared 
to  say  what  good  or  what  mischief  it 
might  produce.  With  respect  to  any  ad- 
vantage that  might  arise  to  the  state  of 
Poland,  he  would  not  be  led  so  much 
ftway  by  his  feelings  as  to  hesitate  to 
express  his  opinions  that  a  simple  des^ 
potisro  'would  be  preferable  to  that  mili- 
tary aristocracy  which  in  Poland  ground 
down  the  people  to  the  most  abject  slate 
of  dependence.  With  respect  to  the  good 
that  might  arise,  it  was,  at  best,  proble- 
matical; with  regard  to  the  mischief  he 
was  equally  doubtful ;  but  one  thing  was 
u  clear  as  the  sun  at  noonday,  that 
the  neceuary  consequence  of  a  vrar  with 
Russia  would  be  to  involve  Europe  in 
%  general  war.  One  of  the  evil  results  of 
a  general  European  war  would  be  to  put 

9  stop  to  that  general  improvement  which 
was  rapidly  taking  place  throughout  the 
different  countries  of  Europe  in  the  habits 
and  manners  of  the  people,  and  which 
(mpiov^^nent  woal4  b«  cliecked  and  im- 
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peded  if  anything  arose  to  break  up  the 
general  intercourse  prevailing  amongst 
the  several  European  countries.  If  that 
intercourse  were  put  an  end  to,  that 
improvement,  which  was  its  result,  would 
instantly  be  checked,  and  each  nation 
would  be  thrown  upon  its  own  resources 
for  improvement  in  the  habits  and  man- 
ners of  its  people.  He  considered  that  a 
general  war  would  be  nothing  else  than  a 
general  calamity.  He  did  not  agree  in 
what  had  been  said  on  this  part  of  the 
subject  by  the  bon.  Member  for  Birming- 
ham. The  true  policy  for  a  Government 
of  this  country  to  pursue  with  respect  to 
foreign  countries  was  to  avow  its  deter- 
mination, with  honest  frankness  and 
courage  to  protect  and  maintain  its  own 
interests ;  to  have  no  shufSing  nor  truck- 
ling; no  protocolising  or  temporising;  but 
as  an  English  Ministry  to  avow  their  deter- 
mination to  consider  as  paramount  lo 
ail  other  considerations  the  inUrests  of  this 
great  country,  Russia  knew  well  her  own 
interest.  She  knew  well  that  it  was  not 
her  interest  to  go  to  war  with  this  country. 
It  was  her  interest  to  throw  round  this 
country  the  net  of  diplomacy,  and  he 
cautioned  his  Majesty's  Ministers  not  to 
allow  themselves  to  be  so  surrounded  with 
the  meshes  of  diplomacy,  so  that  they 
might  too  late  find  themselves  unable  to 
retreat  with  honour.  The  policy  of  England 
was  not  lo  trouble  herself  about  the  balance 
of  power  in  Europe — she  was  as  effectually 
separated  from,  the  continent  of  Europe 
by  the  channel  that  intervened  as  was  the 
continent  of  America.  During  the  power 
and  greatness  of  Napoleon  be  had  never 
been  able  to  land  a  single  French  soldier 
on  the  shores  of  England,  whilst  this 
country,  on  the  contrary,  had  in  America, 
at  the  distance  of  2,000  miles  across  the 
Atlantic,  not  only  landed  an  army  there, 
but  absolutely  burned  down  its  capital. 
The  naval  supremacy  of  England  was  in^ 
disputable.  There  was  no  nation  that 
could  compete  with  her  in  her  empire  of  the 
seas  but  one,  and  he  trusted  that  the  simi- 
larity of  language,  and  the  sympathies  of 
a  common  union,  would  always  keep  those 
countries  in  friendly  relation  with  each 
other,  and  enable  them  to  laugh  to  scorn 
the  combined  power  of  any  nations  wha 
might  be  opposed  to  them.  If  England 
preserved,  as  he  trusted  she  ever  would, 
her  naval  supremacy,  there  would  be  no 
occasion  for  vacillating  policy  on  the  part 
of  thgw  ffbo  told  tbetB  to  be  modentei 
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vardg  the.  mainteQance  of  peace.  Peace 
was  at  all  times  desirable,  but  roore  par- 
ticularly so  at  present,  when  a  great  ex- 
paosioii  of  our  coiamercial  intercouna  was 
tailing  place,  and  which  must  or  necessity 
be  interrupted  by  the  occurrence  of  war. 
The  intercourse  of  the  continental  nations 
with  this  couDtr;  was  rapidly  on  the  in- 
crease, and  at  such  a  time  it  was  the  least 
desirable  that  any  interruption  to  the  pro- 
gress of  that  intercourse  should  lake  place, 
and  it  was  for  this  reason  that  he  felt 
gratified  at  the  assurance  given  by  the 
Government  that  their  policy  would  still- 
continue  to  be  directed  to  the  maintenance 
and  preservation  of  peace.  One  object, 
to  which  he  contended  that  they  ought  to 
pay  particular  attention,  was  the  continued 
maintenance  of  a  friendly  connexion  with 
Turkey.  The  sacrifices  which  Turkey  had 
been  called  upon  lo  make  within  the  last 
few  years,  out  of  consideration  to  nut 
wishes,  gave  her  additional  claims  upon 
our  corl^ai deration  and  friendship.  It 
seemed  to  be  the  impression  in  the  House, 
that  the  events  of  last  year,  coupled  with 
the  recent  emancipation  of  the  Greeks, 
had  made  a  great  change  in  the  political 

EDsition  of  Turkey.  That  those  evenli 
sd  given  great  advantages  to  Russia,  no 
man  would  be  hardy  enough  to  deny ;  but 
there  were  other  events  which  had  com- 
bined with  them  to  destroy  the  ancient 
greatness  of  Turkey.  Its  former  power 
and  glory  depended  upon  the  religious 
enthusiasm  which  prevailed  among  the 
Turkish  soldiery  at  a  period  when  the 
military  discipline  of  the  warriors  of 
Europe  was  not  great.  That  religious 
enthusiasm  had  evaporated,  and  history 
presented  no  example  of  any  nation  which 
had  once  lost  its  military  enthusiasm  re- 
covering it  again,  if,  then,  Turkey  had 
any  chance  of  becoming  an  element  of 
apposition  against  the  preponderating 
powers  of  the  autocrat  of  the  North,  it 
must  find  that  chance  in  the  spread  of 
civilisation  amongst  its  population.  In 
this  respect  he  thought  that  the  loss  of  the 
Greek  provinces  might  be  advantageous  to 
Turkey,  and  might  induce  it  to  redeem 
the  only  chance  of  renewed  vigour  now 
left  to  it.  As  he  had  been  engaged  for 
many  years  in  negotiations  with  the  Porte, 
he  could  not  refrain  from  expressing  his 
gratitude  lo  the  noble  Lord  for  the  ex- 
pressions which  he  had  that  evening  used 
with  regard  to  Turkey, 
Mr.  I'atrkk  M.  Stewart  thon^t  thtt 


nor  for  the  enthusiastic  policy  of  those 
who  introduced  the  present  motion,  and 
who,  under  the  pretence  of  maintaining 
the  commercial  intercourse  of  Great 
Britain,  aimed  a  wound  at  Russia  on  ac- 
count of  the  conduct  that  country  had 
pursued  lo  Poland.  He  would  repent,  in 
conclusion,  what  he  had  insisted  on 
throughout,  that  the  true  policy  of  this 
country  was  to  see  that  her  own  inierests 
were  safe,  and  to  endeavour,  as  far  as  was 
consistent  with  her  power  and  interest,  to 
preserve  peace,  as  the  consequence  of  a 
war  between  this  country  and  Russia  must 
be  to  produce  a  general  conflagration 
amongst  the  different  States  of  Europe. 

Sir  Stratford  Canning  differed  from 
some  of  the  doctrines  which  had  been  pro- 
pounded,  particularly  that  it  was  not  the 
interest  of  this  country  to  interfere  to  pre- 
serve the  balance  of  power  in  Europe. 
He  thought  it  would  not  be  safe,  at  this 
time  of  day,  to  set  out  upon  a  new  prin- 
ciple, and  set  aside  that  policy  which  had 
been  the  policy  of  this  country  for  the 
last  two  centuries.  It  would  have  been 
hardly  safe,  after  the  peace  of  Europe 
had  been  broken  up  by  the  French  Revolu- 
tion, that  we  should  have  abstained  from 
interference  in  the  relations  of  Europe, 
and  leave  those  great  interests  to  be  settled 
and  determined  by  nations  not  always  in 
harmony  with  each  other.  It  was  our 
duty  to  interfere.  It  was  our  interest  to 
see  that  the  balance  of  power  was  pre- 
served. It  was  necessary  that  this  country 
should  interfere  and  see  that  the  security 
of  her  own  interests  was  preserved,  as  well, 
also,  as  to  maintain  the  interests  of  those 
countries  who  had  sided  with  her  in  the 
great  struggle  which  had  taken  place.  This 
was  his  opinion,  and  he  fell  quite  certain 
that  the  opinions  of  the  House  would  go 
vithhim  upon  that  point.  At  that  advanced 
hour  he  did  not  intend  lo  trespass  on  the 
attention  of  the  House  at  any  length. 
What  had  induced  him  to  rise  at  all  was 
the  reference  that  had  been  made  to  a 
country  whh  which,  in  tlie  course  of  the 
negotiations  that  had  taken  place,  he  had 
been  connected.  He  felt  the  delicacy,  in 
the  situation  in  which  he  stood,  of  going 
into  that  part  of  the  subject  before  the 
House.  With  respect  to  what  had  been 
said  at  the  other  side  of  the  House,  he 
certainly  felt  much  pleasure  at  hearing 
.that  the  policy  of  the  Government  would 
be  10  protect  our  interests,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  as  f«r  as  possible,  to  contribute  to- 
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the  great  object  of  England  ought  to  be  to 
take  care  that  Turkey  was  not  left  under 
the  domination  of  Russia.  Ttie  case  of 
Poland  formed  a  practical  lesson  with  re- 
gard to  the  character  of  Russian  policy; 
and  bethought  the  noble  Lord  (Palmerston) 
was  somewliat  too  confiding  in  that  Power. 
In  1B12,  the  noble  Lord  entertained  the 
same  opinion  with  regard  to  Poland  which 
he  bad  now  cs pressed  with  regard  to 
Turkey.  Tbe  noble  Lord  said,  on  that 
occasion,  that  as  to  the  idea  of  exter- 
minating a  large  kingdom,  either  morally 
or  politically,  he  had  no  apprehension  that 
it  conld  be  eifecled.  He  (Mr.  Stewart) 
would  ask  the  House  whether  an  aitempt 
had  not  been  made  to  esterminale  Poland  ? 
He  would  also  refer  to  what  had  happened 
at  Warsaw,  where  a  speech  had  been 
delivered  which  made  all  Europe  weep; 
and  he  would  again  ask  whether  that  at- 
tempt had  not  been  made?  As  that  speech 
had  not  been  particularly  alluded  to,  he 
would  not  dwell  upon  it  further  than  to 
•ay,  that  while  ou  the  one  side  it  was  con- 
tended that  it  was  one  of  catmness  and 
sound  policy,  on  the  other  it  was  staled  to 
be  the  production  of  madness  itself— that 
the  pressure  of  two  crowns  on  the  same 
heaa  occasioned  a  pressure  on  the  brain, 
and  that  the  speech  in  qnestion  originated 
fVom  madness.  The  fate  of  Poland  proved 
that  England  ought  not  to  disregard  the 
deep-laid  duplicity  of  Russia.  He'  said 
this  in  consequence  of  his  being  con- 
nected with  the  commercial  interest, 
and  saw  the  danger  that  would  ensue 
if  the  Government  did  not  adopt  that 
course,  by  taking  care  that  Russia  did 
not  steal  a  march  upon  this  country. 
His  opinion  with  regard  to  the  trade  of 
Turkey  was,  that  it  should  be  unfettered — 
that  it  should  be  thrown  open  to  all 
tions,  and  that  no  duties  should  be 
posed  on  the  commerce  between  this 
country  and  Turkey.  Wbat  had  been  the 
result  of  a  more  enlightened  policy?  Why, 
in  the  year  1827  the  exports  from  thii 
country  to  Turkey  amounted  to  about 
half  a  million,  whereas  last  year  thi 
amount  was  about  one  million  three  hun 
dred  thousand  pounds.  Be  it  remembered 
that  even  Napoleon,  in  spite  of  his  cele' 
brated  Milan  and  Berlin  aecrees,  the  ob- 
jects of  which  were  to  destroy  the  com- 
merce of  this  nation,  conld  do  nothing 
with  our  ships  nor  with  our  colonies  (for 
they  had  the  spirit  of  the  mother  country 
and  would  not  submit);  but  taiely  much 


Kss  was  owing  to  the  steady 
alliance  of  Turkey.  He  agreed  with  an 
hon.  Member  who  had  preceded  him  as  to 
the  value  of  the  Russian  trade,  hut  he 
'Ould  say  with  the  hon,  and  learned 
Member  for  Liverpool  that  the  balance 
n  our  side.  In  Turkey,  on  the 
contrary,  it  appeared  that  our  linest  manu- 
factures were  received,  and  every  pound 
of  cotton  that  went  there  was  carried  in 
British  bottoms.  The  Black  Sea,  indeed, 
was  the  part  to  which  we  ought  to  look 
vigilantly,  for  if  once  sealed  against  us  no 
jower  couid  open  it  to  us  again.  With 
'egard  to  that  sea,  Captain  Middleton  iu 
lis  celebrated  work  declared  it  to  be  a 
lea  without  a  hidden  danger,  but  politically 
it  was  not  so,  and  that  was  all  he  begged 
to  urge  upon  the  noble  Lord  and  upon  his 
Majesty's  Government.  It  mattered  not 
one  farthing  whether  these  papers  were 
granted  or  not ;  hut  the  House  was  much 
indebted  to  his  noble  Friend  for  bringing 
his  motion  forward.  He  would  again  urge 
the  necessity  of  increased  vigilance. 

Mr.  Cjitiar  FergusMit  sm6,  he  rose  to 
endeavour  to  persuade  his  noble  Friend 
not  to  press  his  motion.  In  doing  this, 
however,  he  would  observe  that  no  men 
could  doubt  for  a  moment  his  sincerity, 
when  he  declared  thatunder  other  circum- 
stances, at  any  sacrifice,  he  would  grant 
the  publication  of  the  correspondeoce  if  it 
would  lead  to  any  beneficial  result,  but  the 
time  had  gone  by  when  it  could  be  produc- 
tive of  good.  With  regard  to  his  own 
opinions,  whatever  he  had  uttered  in  re- 
spect to  this  question,  he  would  not  recant 
one  word  ;  his.feelings  remained  unaltered 
as  to  the  treatment  of  Poland.  With  respect 
to  Turkey,  he  would  not  admit  that  thia 
country  ought  not  to  interfere  except  in 
questions  purely  British.  Would  it  be  said 
that  it  was  right  to  stand  by  and  allow  one 
country  to  take  possession  of  another? 
But  he  bad  sufficient  confidence  in  the 
prudence,  the  liberality,  and  the  firmness 
of  his  noble  Friend  to  know  that,  if  it  be- 
came necessary  (he  hoped  it  would  not), 
this  country  would  be  able  to  preserve  the 
independence  of  that  country,  on  which 
the  independence  of  Europe  mainly  res  ted 

Mr.  Ewart  rejoiced  that  he  bad  that 
evening  beard  those  principles  advocated 
in  a  British  House  of  Commons  which  bad 
been  maintained  in  the  United  States  of 
America.  He  regretted,  nevertheless,  the 
course  which  this  debate  had  taken,  and 
the  speech  of  tbe  hon.  Member  for  Biimiog- 
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hftm:  but  more  pBrtrcnlftrly  that  of  the 
bon.  Member  for  Southampton,  who  had 
■aid  that,  iDGtead  of  atteadiog  to  questions 
of  foreign  policy,  that  House  had  deToted 
itself  to  paltry  amendments  in  out  institu- 
tions at  home.  The  solid  interest  of  this 
country  was,  he  maintained,  to  preserve 
peace.  He  trusted  that  his  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment would  so  far  consult  the  welfare 
of  the  country  as  to  bear  in  mind  that  the 
interests  of  Turlcey  were  identified  with 
our  own.  The  question  for  this  country  to 
weigh  was,  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Bath 
had  argued,  not  one  of  the  balance  of 
power  merely.  As  long  as  we  could  main- 
tain peace,  be  hailed  it  as  the  safeguard  of 
imprOTements  — the  advancemeDt  of  the 
liberal  cause  throughout  the  whole  world — 
and  the  pledge  of  the  advancement  of  ci- 
vilisation. 

Lord  Dudley  Slaart  replied.  It  was 
Dot  his  fault  if  he  had  been  compelled  to 
dilate  on  the  subject  which  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  bring  before  the  House,  for,  of 
course,  it  extended  as  Russia  herself  ex- 
tended her  frontiers.  He  was  not  the  ad- 
vocate of  war ;  but  it  did  not  therefore 
follow  that  he  should  not  be  the  advocate 
of  precaution.  The  best  wa^  to  avert  war 
was  to  be  prepared  to  meet  it.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Bath  said,  he  had  no  fear  of 
Russia.  Neither  had  he,  but  still  he 
thought  it  the  best  policy  not  to  despise  an 
enemy.  He  did  not  think  the  power  of 
Russia  so  formidable  as  that  this  country 
should  quail  before  it.  If  now  it  assumed 
a  haughty  tone  he  did  not  fear  but  we 
could  crush  it ;  but  if  we  permitted  it  to 
seize  upon  the  Dardanelles,  aud  to  destroy 
the  independence  of  Turkey,  it  would  then 
become  formidable.  Ministers  could,  if 
they  pleased,  in  the  strength  of  their 
power,  withhold  the  documents  which  he 
sought  for,  but  be  did  not  think  ihat  they 
could  consistently  refuse  them.  When  a 
motion  was  formerly  made  for  the  produc- 
tion of  the  treaty  it  was  said  by  the  noble 
Lord  that  it  would  not  be  fair  to  produce 
the  treaty  without  the  correspondence; 
but  now  the  treaty  was  offered,  yet  the 
correspondence  was  refused.  This  pro- 
ceeding was  very  unintelligible,  and  he 
hoped  the  noble  Lord  would  accede  to  bis 
motion. 

The  question  was  then  put,  when  it  was 
agreed  to  furnish  the  Treaty  of  Constanti- 
nople of  July,  1833,  but  that  of  St.  Pe- 
tersburgh,  of  Jan.  1834,  as  well  as  the 
corretpondeoce,  were  withheld. 
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Railroads.]  Lord  Whamcliffe  had 
to  present  a  petition  on  a  subject  which 
not  merely  concerned  the  agricultural 
interest,  hut  which  affected  also  those 
persons  who  resided  in  towns  and  cities. 
The  petition  related  to  the  formation  of 
railroads.  Their  Lordships  most  he  aware 
that  many  bills  for  the  formation  of  rail- 
roads had  been  introduced  into  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  public  attention  bad  been 
strongly  directed  to  this  subject.  The 
tenour  of  the  petition  which  he  rose  to 
present  was,  that,  inasmuch  as  railroads 
were  projected  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  it  was  important  that  they  should 
be  confined,  as  much  as  possible,  to  the 
line  of  the  existing  turn  pike- roads.  He 
did  not  approve  of  that  principle,  but  he 
would  suggest  to  noble  Lords  in  his 
Majesty's  Government  that  when  a  rail- 
road bill  came  into  that  House,  some  in- 
quiry should  take  place  prior  to  its  being 
read  a  second  time,  as  to  the  line  on  which 
it  was  adviseable  that  such  rail  road  should 
proceed.  There  were  at  present  between 
Brighton  and  London  no  less  than  three 
projected  lines  of  railway.  Now,  he  appre- 
hended thaVno  man  in  his  senses  could  sup- 
pose that  more  than  one  railroad  was  neces- 
sary between  Brighton  and  London.  Ac- 
cording to  the  newspapers,  however,  the 
shares  in  all  these  undertakings  were  at  a 
premium.  This  was  a  most  extraordinary 
fact.He  had  bimselfconsiderable  experience 
on  this  subject,  having  sedulously  attended 
a  Committee  which  tat  for  a  long  lime  to 
investigate  the  circumstances  connected 
with  a  rail-road  of  very  great  importance. 
Tliey  had  heard  evidence  for  many  days 
with  reference  to  that  railroad— evidence 
in  many  instances  of  a  directly  contradic- 
tory nature.  Knowing,  therefore,  the 
difficulties  by  which  the  subject  was  sur- 
rounded, he  would  suggest  to  his  noble 
Friend  opposite,  that  a  Committee  should 
be  appointed  to  ascertain,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, the  best  line  that  could  be  adopted 
for  any  given  railroad  ;  and  which  should 
take  especial  care  that  no  proposition  for 
a  railroad  should  be  countenanced  if  its 
projectors  did  not  adopt  the  best  possible 
,  line.    He   made  these  obiemtions,  be- 


97f  Raitnadt.  {LORDS} 

cause  be  felt  that  it  was  Government 
alone  that  could  with  propriety  take  up 
thU  important  subject. 

The  Marqueas  of  Londonderry  wished 
to  say  a  very  few  words  on  this  question, 
as  be  was  connected  with  a  county  in 
which  those  railroads  had  grown  up  in  a 
tnostestraordinsry  manner.  Healluded  to 
the  county  of  Durham.  Five  or  six  years 
ago,  application  was  made  on  this  subject 
to  Psrliament,  and  one  individual  particu- 
larly exerted  himself  on  the  occasion. 
He  succeeded  in  his  attempt  to  carry  a 
railroad  bill.  Two  or  three  years  after- 
wards, some  opposition  having  been  given 
to  his  plan,  he  got  up  another  railroad, 
parallel  to  that  which  he  had  lirst  pro- 
jected ;  and,  strange  to  say,  the  same  indi- 
vidual had  again  succeeded  in  forming  a 
third  railroad.  Here,  (hen,  were  three 
railroads  running  nearly  parallel  to  each 
other.  Of  the  first — the  Stockton  and 
Darlington  railroad — he  believed  the  pro- 
fiLs  were  much  overrated.  The  shares 
were  perhaps  at  par.  With  respect  to  the 
second,  it  was  entirely  bankrupt — and 
Government  would  find  it  necessary  to 
take  possession  of  it.  As  to  the  third,  he 
believed  that  it  would  never  pay.  Such 
was  the  situation  of  three  railroads  pro- 
jected in  the  county  of  Durham.  Was  it 
possible,  be  would  ask,  that  these  railroads 
were  projected  for  the  public  service,  when 
they  had  turned  out  such  miserable  specu- 
lations as  he  had  described  ?  No — they 
were  got  up  merely  that  certain  joint-stock 
companies  might  reap  advsntage.  Thi 
conse<]ueoce  of  this  system  was,  that  thi 
estates  of  gentlemen  were  rode  over  ii 
every  direction.  It  was  now  proposed  to 
create  a  great  northern  railway  to  Edin- 
burgh, which  should  pass  through  the 
county  of  Durham.  This  might  be  very 
desirable,  as  the  bill  for  forming  a  great 
Western  Railroad  had  passed;  and  he 
should  be  inclined,  indeed  he  should  be 
most  anxious,  to  support  it,  as  beneficial  to 
thecountyof  Durham.  Butacertain  party 
by  whom  the  Stockton  and  Darlingtoi 
railway  had  been  projected,  preponderated 
in  the  county  ;  and  tliat  party,  which  wai 
composed  of  Quakers,  insisted  that  thi 
Northern  railroad  should  come  out  nea 
the  Darlington  and  Stockton  railroad,  by 
which  they  would  be  enabled  to  gi 
a  profitable  consideration,  a  portion  of 
their  railroad  to  the  Great  Northern  rail- 
road. The  individual  who  represented  a 
portion  of  Durham  in  another  place  (and 
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who  was  a  member  of  that  religloui  per-  • 
suasion  to  which  he  had  alluded)  brought 
forward  this  plan,  in  order  that  a  great  - 
part  of  the  Darlington  and  Stockton  rail- 
might  be  available  for  the  grea  Nor- 
thern railway.  Others,  however,  denied 
that  such  was  the  true  line,  and  that  the 
Great  Northern  railway  should  enter  Dar- 
in such  a  manner  as  to  render  avail- 
able a  great  portion  of  the  Clarence  railway. 
"'  B  they  had  one  party  contending  for 
the  Darlington  and  Stockton  line,  and 
another  for  the  Clarence  line.  Now,  un- 
less his  Majesty's  Government,  seeing 
those  difRculties,  came  forward  with  some 
general  principle  as  to  the  formation  of 
railways,  the  greatest  mischief  and  confu- 
sion must  follow.  There  was  really,  at 
the  bottom  of  these  railroad  speculations, 
a  strong  desire  to  serve  private  speculat- 
ing interests,  hut  nothing  whatever  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public.  That  was  entirely 
lost  sight  of.  He  thought  much  good 
would  be  efiected,  first,  if  the  compulsory 
clause — obliging  individuals  to  give  up 
their  property  when  experiments  of  this 
kind  were  made,  whether  they  would  or 
not,  were  to  be  omitted  in  future ;  and 
next,  if  it  were  enacted,  that  after  a  cer- 
tain period,  the  capital  and  interest  of 
money  expended  on  such  undertakings 
having  been  paid,  the  railways  should  re-' 
vert  to  the  public.  This,  in  his  opinioa 
would  checK  the  rage  for  speculation. 

The  Marquess  of  Latisdouiiie  entirely 
agreed  in  the  observations  made  by  the 
noble  Lord  (Wharncliffe),  both  as  to  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  and  as  to  the 
necessity  of  its  being  taken  up  by  Govern- 
ment. He  was  of  opinion,  that  when  Bills 
of  (his  description  were  introduced,  some 
preliminary  or  some  concurrent  inquiry' 
ought  to  he  instituted — there  ought  to  be 
placed  before  them  the  evidence  of  some 
impartial  authority — before  they  were  al- 
lowed to  proceed.  He  undoubtedly  felt 
very  strongly  the  necessity  of  taking  this 
course,  because  this  was  not  a  case  of 
individual  interest  merely,  but  one  so  ge- 
neral and  extensive  in  its  operation,  that 
the  Government  of  the  country  was  bound 
to  notice  it.  The  immense  magnitude  of 
the  capital  required  for  these  projects,  and 
the  various  and  important  consequences, 
connected  with  them,  which  alfected  every 
branch  of  industry  throughout  the  country, 
called  for  the  most  serious  consideration. 
This  would  appear  at  once,  when  he 
staled  to  their  Lordships,  that  even  at  the 


673 


Ecclesiattieal  Courtt.  (Feb.  32}  Eccleiiattical  Cmtrtt. 


674 


preient  moment  there  were  applications 
before  the  other  House  of  ParliameDt,  for 
carrying  inio  execution  projects  for  rail, 
ways,  wliich  involved  the  ejtpenditure  of 
little  short  of  40,000,000f.  of  money  ; 
certainly  between  35,000,000?.  and 
40,000,000(.  Entertaining  this  opinion, 
which,  he  believed,  was  supported  by  the 
concurrent  opinion  of  their  Lordships,  he 
was  happy  to  state,  that  this  very  day  a 
proposition  would  be  made  in  another 
place,  having  for  its  object  to  refer  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  to  a  Com- 
miltec.  That  Committee,  after  receiving 
proper  information,  would  report  their 
opinion  to  Parliament  on  ihe  important 
subjects  that  would  be  referred  to  them, 
and  the  public  would  thug  have  a  certain 
security  that  nothing  would  be  recom- 
mended but  that  which,  upon  examina- 
tion, appeared  to  be  intrinsically  good. 
Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 

Ecclesiastical  Courts.]  Lord 
Abinger  presented  four  petitions  from 
Norwich  and  places  in  Norfolk  against 
that  part  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts 
Consolidating  Bill  which  confines  the 
taking  out  probate  of  wills  to  the  pro- 
posed Central  Court  in  London, 

Lord  Wynford  said,  if  there  were  no 
other  objection  to  the  clause  than  that 
which  related  to  the  expense  which  par- 
ties would  be  put  to  in  taking  out  pro- 
bates of  wills,  it  could  ndt  be  maintained ; 
because  he  believed  that,  in  point  of  fact, 
the  expense  would  be  less,  if  the  probate 
were  taken  out  in  London,  than  if  it  were 
taken  out  in  the  counties. 

The  Bishop  of  London  said,  much  at- 
tention had  been  paid  to  this  subject  by 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  of  whom 
he  had  the  honour  to  be  one,  and  there 
was  a  strong  impression  on  his  mind  that 
the  expense  of  taking  probate  in  London 
would  certainly  be  less  than  it  would  be 
if  sought  for  in  those  inferior  courts. 

Lord  Ellenborough  said,  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  the  bill  of  which  he  entirely 
approved;  but  he  undoubtedly  thought 
it  advisable  to  preserve,  for  the  general 
convenience  of  individuals,  the  right  which 
they  now  possessed,  of  taking  probate  of 
wills  in  the  diSerent  counties,  instead  of 
being  obliged  to  visit  London  for  that 
purpose.  There  would,  at  the  same  time, 
be  no  great  difficulty  to  preserve  in  London 
a  general  index.  He  thought  thnt  the 
Committee  on  the  Bill,  which  would  follow 
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the  second  reading,  might  lake  ita  general 
provisions  into  consideration,  but  that  this 
particular  part  of  the  measure  ought  to 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee.  They 
would  have  a  fair  opportunity  for  devising 
a  proper  remedy  in  the  case  to  whicb  the 
complaints  of  the  petitioners  referred.  He 
should  eiiher  now  or  hereafter  propose 
such  a  committee,  and  would  in  the  mean 
lime  put  their  Lordships  in  possession  of 
the  names  of  the  noble  Lords.  His  Lord- 
ship then  read  the  names  of  those  whom 
he  wished  to  form  the  Committee. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  was  most  amicus 
that  this  subject  should  undergo  mature 
consideration.  At  the  same  time  he  felt  it 
right  to  state,  that  he  conceived  it  to  be 
impossible  that  any  inquiry  which  might 
be  made  could  lead  to  the  result  which 
the  petitioning  parlies  wished  for.  Several 
reports  had  been  made  on  the  subject  of 
the  ecclesiastical  law  ;  they  bad  been  sub- 
mitted to  their  Lordships' consideration  ; 
and  ihey  all  agreed  in  the  necessity  of 
this  specific  alteration.  This  point  had 
commanded  the  serious  consideration  of 
the  Ecclesiastical  CommissionerB.  The 
subject  had  been,  in  fact,  before  the  Com- 
missioners for  one  whole  year.  Some  of 
the  Commissioners  thought  that  it  would 
be  wrong  to  leave  to  the  local  court  the 
right  of  granting  probate.  This,  however, 
was  met  by  a  contrary  opinion,  which  was 
held  by  other  members  of  the  Commis- 
sion. The  subject  was,  therefore,  much 
considered  ;  and  it  was  at  last  found,  that 
the  preservation  of  this  convenience  was 
utterly  unattainable,  concurrently  with  the 
consolidation  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts 
which  was  contemplated.  It  was  never 
contended  that  these  local  courts  should 
exist  for  Ihe  purpose  of  deciding  serious 
questions— whether,  for  instance,  wills 
were  valid  or  not,  or  whether  individuals, 
in  disputed  cases,  should  be  allowed  to 
take  out  administration  to  estates.  Then 
came  the  difficulty  which  attended  apply- 
ing for  probate  in  a  court  which  had  not 
the  power  to  decide  ultimately  on  the 
matter  litigated.  If  the  claim  were  con- 
tested, all  the  expenses  incurred  in  the 
local  court,  which  could  not  decide  the 
matter,  were  entirely  thrown  away.  Even 
after  probate  granted,  all  the  expense  in- 
curred might  turn  out  to  be  useless.  Thus, 
if  probate  were  granted  in  one  diocese, 
and  the  deceased  person  had  possessed 
property  to  the  iimount  of  5/,  or  It)/,  in 

iher  diocese,  the  local  couit,  which  «!- 
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lowed  probate,  having  no  jurisdiction  in 
tbe  latter  diocese,  ita  proceedings  were 
vocth  nothing,  and  the  money  expended 
was  lost.  Another  difficulty  was,  aa  to 
where  the  parties,  who  might  wish  to 
oppose  an  application  for  probate,  were  tn 
address  tlieraselves.  There  moat,  if  the 
old  system  prevailed,  be  at  least  twenty- 
six  courts,  one  in  each  diocese,  and  a 
party  might  find  it  eitremely  difficult  to 
discover  in  which  of  these  application  for 
probate  had  been  made.  Suppose  the 
rule  to  be,  that  probate  should  be  applied 
for  in  the  court  of  the  diocese  where  the 

Earty  died.  In  many  instances,  persons 
aving  an  interest  in  the  property  might 
not  be  able  to  discover  exactly  where  the 
individual  died.  This  subject  had  been 
laboriously  investigated  by  the  Ecclesias- 
tical Commissioneta,  by  the  RealPropeity 
Commissioners,  and  by  a  Committee  or 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  their  decided 
opinion  had  been,  that  it  was  impossible 
to  effect  a  due  improvement  in  the  Eccle- 
siastical Courts,  leaving  to  the  local  courts 
the  power  of  granting  probate.  If  they 
looked  to  the  large  dioceses,  they  would 
find  that  it  was  more  difficult  to  proceed 
there  than  it  would  be  to  apply  to  a 
central  court  in  London.  He  would  refer 
to  the  diocese  of  Lincoln,  and  he  would 
ask  how  much  more  easy  would  it  be  for 
a  party  interested  to  receive  inrormation 
from  London,  if  a  central  court  were 
established  there,  than  it  could  be  pro- 
cured in  the  former  place. 

Lord  Denman  expressed  a  hope  that 
this  measure  would  be  passed  without 
delay,  and  that  all  the  differences  which 
teemed  to  exist  on  the  subject  should 
be  reconciled.  Some  arrangement,  he 
thought,  might  be  made  for  having  an 
index  in  the  country  without  interfering 
with  the  general  probate  in  London. 
Never  was  there  a  measure  which  came 
so  recommended  to  Parliament, 
noble  and  learned  Friend  who  now  sat  on 
the  woolsack  was  the  third  Lord  Chan- 
cellor who  had  taken  up  the  principle  of 
this  Bill.  The  recommendations  of  the 
Commissioners  who  were  appointed  tc 
quire  into  this  subject  (and  whose 
nerous  sacrifice  of  the  patronage  which 
they  enjoyed,  in  order  to  promote  the 
object  of  such  a  measure  as  the  present 
ought  never  to  be  forgotten)  were  em- 
bodied in  a  measure  which  bad  been  in- 
troduced by  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
(Lord  Brougham)  who  sat  on  the  woolsack 


the  year  1833,  and  the  principle  of 
that  measure  had  never  been  lost  sight  of 
by  any  subsequent  administration  to  that 
of  which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  was 
a  member.  Sir  Frederick  Pollock  had 
introduced  a  Bill  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, similar  in  its  nature  to  the  present; 
and  the  present  Attorney-General  had 
also  brought  forward  a  measure,  of  which 
the  Bill  then  under  their  Lordships'  con- 
sideration was  a  transcript.  He  might, 
perhaps,  be  allowed  to  add,  that  the  pre- 
sent Bill  embraced  one  of  tbe  many  great 
improvements  which  were  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  Parliament  in  the 
vear  1828  by  his  noble  and  learned 
t^riend,  to  whom  he  had  already  alluded, 
in  his  luminous  and  comprehensive  view 
of  the  changes  in  the  law  which  were 
then  required.  Great  benefit  had  already 
resulted  from  the  adoption  of  one  of  those 
suggestions  tn  the  courts  at  Westminster, 
and  he  hoped  they  would  be  productive 
of  ilill  further  advantages;  but  there  were 
certainly  none  of  these  advantages  greater 
than  those  which  this  Bill  was  calculated 
to  effect,  and  than  it  would  effect,  he 
trusted,  in  a  very  short  time. 

The  petitions  were  laid  on  the  Table. 
Tbe  Bill  was  lubseqnently  read  a  second 
time  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
which,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Ellen- 
borough,  was  appointed. 


HOUSE    OP   COMMONS, 
Mondat/,  February  22,  1836. 

Railwats.]  Lord  Georje  Xennoa;  pre- 
sented petitions  from  Worthing,  Shorebam, 
and  other  places  in  favour  of  the  London 
and  Brighton  (Stevenson's)  Railway. 

ViscDunt&indiin  wished  upon  this  subject 
to  put  a  question  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman tbe  President  of  tbe  Board  of 
Trade.  Holding  as  he  did  himself  peti- 
tions for  several  railroads  in  his  hands, 
which  he  sfaould  have  to  present  to  the 
House  to-morrow,  he  was  anxious  to  ex- 
tract from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a 
definite  answer  as  to  the  course  which  it 
was  intended  to  pursue  with  regard  to 
railroad  bills  in  general.  He  wished  to 
know  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  he  was  prepared  on  the  part  of 
tbe  Government  to  suggest  some  course 
for  the  consideration  of  railway  petitions 
and  bills,  by  which  tbe  House  would  be 
enabled  to  have  all  such  cases,  especially 
those  of  rival  lines,  fully  voA  completely 
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investigated,  before  it  came  to  adjudicate 
and  decide  in  favor  of  any  particalar  bill. 
He  (Lord  Sandoa),  without  entering  on 
til  is  occasion  into  the  subject  of  railways 
fenerslly,  would  content  himself  with 
putting  that  question  to  the  right  hon. 
Oentteman, 

Mr,  Poaktt  Thomson  said,  that  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  submit  to  (he  House 
any  proposition  on  the  part  of  the  Govenv- 
roent  for  preferring  one  line  of  railway  to 
another,  or  even  for  pointing  out  any  rule 
for  the  adoptien  of  the  House  on  the  sub- 
ject.  It  was  hia  intention,  however,  in  the 
course  of  the  evening,  to  Bubjntt  to  the 
House  the  propriety  of  appointing  a  Select 
Committee  to  consfder  the  best  means  that 
might  be  adopted  by  the  House,  or  by  the 
Committees  sitting  on  railroad  bills,  for 
giving  information  to  the  House  upon  va- 
rious points  connected  with  the  different 
railway  bills  that  might  be  brought  before 
the  Hoitse.  He  had  talcen  npon  iiimself  to 
propose  this  course  to  the  Hoase  In  conse- 
quence of  the  oonvaraation  that  occurred 
Borne  nights  ago  on  the  subject.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  a  strong  impression 
then  prevailed  ai  to  the  necessity  of  adopt- 
ing some  mode  of  proceeding  generally 
applicable  to  all  those  railway  speculations 
which  might  be  brought  Under  its  consi- 
deration. Many  Gentlemen  suggested  dif- 
ferent courses  for  adoption;  but  it  seemed 
to  him,  and  his  own  views  had  been  con- 
firmed by  conversation  with  several  Mem- 
bers since,  that  the  principal  point  then  in 
discussion  would  be  best  settled  by  a 
Committee  upstairs  in  the  first  instance; 
their  decision,  of  course,  to  bo  Subject  to 
the  subiequent  consideration  and  adop- 
tion, if  it  should  BO  think  fit,  by  the  Housf. 
His  propositiott  then  vas,  not  that  they 
should  refer  any  particular  railway  or  rail- 
ways to  any^particuIarCoinmitlee,  or  that 
they  shoula  point  ont  any  particular  course 
for  Committees  to  follow  with  regard  to 
railways,  but  it  «mply  was  to  obtain  the 
'  attendance  in  a  Committee  up  stairs  of 
fhose  Gentlemen  who  took  most  interest 
in  this  important  subject— he  did  not  mean 
an  interest  in  railroads,  but  in  the  good 
condiKtofrailwaybillsthrough  that  House, 
who  mighl  thus  have  the  opporfunity  of 
deciding  upon  the  various  suggestienrthat 
might  be  laid  before  them,  and  tvho,  he 
hjped,  would  be  finally  enabled  to  propose 
a  plan  to  the  House  more  worthy  of  its 
adoption,  and  which  would  tend  more  to 
secure  a  benflfic'ial  TpsuU  than  any  resolu- 
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tion  that  might  be  moved,  or  any  particular 
plan  that  might  be  brought  forward  by 
any  individiml  Member  of  that  House.  As 
he  knew  that  considerable  misunderstand- 
g  had  gone  abroad  oc  this  subject,  he 
was  most  anxious  to  state  that  his  object 
in  moving  for  thts  Committee  was  not  to 
refer  to  it  the  plans  of  any  particular  line 
or  lijLea  of  rail  ways — hia  object  in  propo«hig 
it  was,  that  ihe  Gentlemen  composing  the 
Committee  should  merely  lay  Wore  iha 
Hotise  some  recommendation  by  which  their 
course  of  proceeding  with  regard  to  rail- 
ways should  be  guided,  subject,  of  course, 
to  the  approbation  of  the  House.  It  was 
bis  opinion  that  the  House  of  Commons 
itself  should  interfere  in  this  matter.  He 
had  therefore  ventured,  with  that  vievr,  to 
a  notice  on  the  notice-book  of  the 
house.  He  had  done  so  as  a  Member  of 
the  Government,  because  he  believed  that 
the  Government  was  to  a  certain  degree 
responsible  for  the  good  conduct  of 
those  raiLwsy  Bpeoulaliona  through  Parlia- 
ment; and,  also,  because  he  thought 
that  tba  piopo^tion  thus  biougfat  for- 
ward would  be  more  bvouiahly  received 
by  the  House.  Having  stated  to  much  in 
answer  to  the  question  of  tlie  noble  Lord, 
he  begged  to  add,  that  he  thf>ught,  if  it 
were  intended  by  the  House  to  adopt  his 
proposition  for  the  nodiinatioo  of  a  Select 
Committee,  itnould  beverv  dairabte  that 
the  second  reading  of  iJI  railroad  bills 
ehould  be  postponed  for  a  short  period. 
He  tliought  that  the  Committee  which  he 
should  propose  ffould  be  able  to  report  in, 
at  the  most,  four  or  Sve  days.  As  he  had 
already  saM,  the  object  of  that  Committes, 
as  far  as  he  contemplated  it,  would  be 
merely  to  chalk  out  the  rule  that  the  House 
should  adopt  for  the  guidance  of  their  fu- 
ture proceedings  vitlt  respect  to  ra.ilways; 
and  it  was  most  important  (hat  no  railway 
bill  should  be  r<ad  a  second  time  until  that 
matter  was  settled.  The  delay  required, 
as  he  had  stated,  would  not  be  great.  He 
would  suggest,  therefore,  that  the  second 
readingof  all  such  bills  fixed  for  that  night 
should  bo  postponed  for  only  eight  days ; 
and  in  the  meanwhile  the  report  of  the 
Select  Committee  might  be  prepared  and 
laid  before  the  House.  Hedia  not  imagine 
that  any  iuconveoicnce  could  arise  from 
such  a  short  postpooement  of  the  second 
reading  of  these  bills.  The  Select  Com- 
miltee  that  was  to  be  appointed  might  la^ 
down  cettaia  rulea  applicable  to  such  pri- 
vate biUa  before  they  wen  read  *  lecood 
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time,  and  it  might  require  thut  additional 
inrormation  should  beafforded  to  the  House 
prerjous  to  their  passing  that  stage.  Now. 
if  ihe  bills  that  stood  Tor  that  night  should 
be  read  a  second  time,  any  such  decision 
of  the  Cominittee  tvotild  obviously  be  of  no 
arait,  as  rrgarded  them,  aa  they  would 
hjve  been  in  the  mean  time  refeired  to 
the  ti<t  ConimiUees. 

Colonel  Siblkorp  was  gratified  to  heir 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  admit  that  the 
Government  was  responsible  for  the  good 
conduct  of  railway  bills.  Every  attor- 
ney's clerk  should  not  be  allowed  to  bring 
in  a  railway  bill,  and  then  go  about  can- 
vassing Members  for  it:)  support. 

Lord  George  Leanox  said,  that  not- 
withstanding whr^t  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  he  should  persist 
in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Lon- 
don and  Brighton  Railway  Rill.  He 
thought  that  the  greatest  injustice  would 
be  done  lo  individuals  by  postponing  the 
■econd  reading  of  this  Bill  for  eight  days. 
He  could  not  conceive  what  object  could 
be  gained  by  snrh  a  postponement.  It 
should  be  recollected  that  the  Bill,  after 
it  was  read  a  second  time,  could  not  go  to 
a  Committee  fur  ten  days.  By  delaying 
the  second  reading  for  eight  days  an  ad- 
Tantage  was  given  to  riral  parlies,  and  an 
opportunity  ufl'orded  to  them  to  oppose  the 
Bill.  It  was  exceedingly  hard  that  parties 
should  be  thus  thrown  back  after  they 
had  complied  with  all  the  standing  orders 
and  rules  of  the  House  regarding  the  in- 
troduction of  such  Bills.  If  they  allowed 
this  Bill  to  go  to  a  Committee,  he  (Lord 
G.  Lennox]  was  sure  he  should  be  able  to 
show  that  Sleveoson'a  line  was  the  best 
that  could  be  adopted.  The  noble  Lord 
concluded  by  moving  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill. 

Visconiit  Sandon  quite  concurred  in  the 
view  taken  of  this  matter  by  his  right  hon. 
Friend,  and  he  would  advise  the  House 
to  pursue  the  course  which  bis  right  hon. 
Friend  had  pointed  out  for  its  adoption, 
especially  as  where  there  were  contend- 
ing parties  for  a  railway  the  Commiilee 
might  point  out  the  best  plan  lo  be  pur- 
■ned.  In  the  present  case  he  understood 
that  (here  were  no  fewer  than  seven  ditfer- 
ent  schemes.  Now  was  there  any  means 
at  present  for  the  House  to  decide  as  to 
which  of  ll.ose  schemes  best  di'scrved 
adoption  ?  He  nas  anxious  lh.it  the 
House  should  l>e  snpplird  »ith  n\irh 
means,  and  therefore  he  should   vote  for 


the  appointment  of  the  Select  ComniiKee. 
He  was,  for  his  own  part,  inclined  in 
favour  of  thu  proposition  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Lancaster — that  railways 
having  the  same  termini  should  be  all 
referred  to  the  same  Committee,  but  that 
was  a  point  for  the  Select  Committee  lo 
decide.  He  begged  leave  to  move  as  an 
Amendment,  that  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill  be  postponed  till  that  day  se'nnight. 

Mr.  Oisborne  was  wf  opinion  that  the 
proposition  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  would 
be  one  of  the  most  violent  proreedings 
that  the  House  of  Commons  had  ever 
adopted.  His  right  hon.  Friend  had  put 
a  notice  on  the  notice-book.  He  came 
down  to  move,  but  previous  to  doing  so 
he  proposed  that  the  second  reading  of  a 
number  of  Railway  Bills  which  stood  for 
that  night  xhould  be  postponed.  Now, 
was  it  just  towards  the  parties  who  had 
come  down  there  prepared  to  have  their 
bills  read  a  second  time  to  be  thus  put  off 
for  eight  days?  Such  a  delay  tended  to 
inflict  a  serious  injury  on  them,  by  giving 
their  opponents,  where  there  were  rival 
plans,  a  longer  opportunity  for  petitioning 
against  ihem  as  not  having  complied  with 
the  standing  orders.  These  railway  bills, 
if  read  a  second  time  that  night,  would 
not  go  into  Committee  for  ten  days.  Hia 
right  hon.  Friend's  Select  Committee 
could  report  in  the  space  of  four  days. 
Why,  then,  should  such  a  dilay  be  inter- 
posed in  the  way  of  the  progress  of  these 
bills?  He  certainly  should  divide  the 
House  on  the  Bill,  the  second  reading  of 
which  he  had  to  move  that  night.  He 
would  support  the  second  reading  of 
the  noble  Lord's  Bill,  and  he  hoped  the 
noble  Lord  would  support  his  also. 

Sir  James  CrahatK  said,  that  upon  pub- 
lic grounds  he  most  entirely  concurred 
in  the  sentiments  that  had  been  expressed 
by  hisright  hon.  Friend  opposite,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade.  When  they  took 
into  consideration  Ihenumberaf  those  bills 
that  had  been  already  introduced,  the  num-  . 
her  that  was  still  likdy  to  be  introduced, 
and  the  amount  of  capital — not  leas  than 
45,000.000/.  ]ia  understood  —  that  was 
about  to  be  embarked  in  such  specula- 
tions, he  was  sure  that  it  would  be  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  that  the  subject  was 
one  of  the  highest  importance,  and  well 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
nxnt  and  of  lliut  Douse.  It  was  to  be 
remarked,  (hat  with  regard  to  all  other 
public  works  they  had  well  framed  stand- 
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ing  orders ;  but  as  regarded  railroads, 
the  tttanding  orders  relating  to  llie  coii- 
BtructioD  of  canals  had  been  rudel;  and 
and  imperrectl;  made  to  fit  railroads. 
Their  Btandine;  orders  on  that  point  had 
not  been  carefully  considered  or  properly 
sntled,  and  it  waa  therefore  well  worthy 
the  consideraiion  oT  the  House  whether 
the  whole  subject  should  not  be  rererred 
to  the  adjudication  of  a  select  Conimittee, 
such  as  that  proposed  by  his  right  hon. 
Friend.  So  far  from  loolcing  upon  the 
postponement  of  the  second  reading  of 
the  liiilway  bills  at  present  before  the 
House  as  unadvisable,  he  (Sir  J.  Graham) 
should  like  to  see  the  progress  of  all  rail- 
way bills  postponed  for  an  entire  ses- 
sion. He  should  like  to  appeal  from  the 
coHntry  drunk  to  the  country  sober. 
There  seemed  to  exist  at  present  a  perfect 
mania  for  speculations  of  this  description. 
He  thought  it  extremely  likely  that  one  of 
the  recommendations  of  the  proposed 
select  Committee  would  be,  that  some  ad- 
ditional information  should  be  afforded 
to  the  House,  before  the  second  reading 
of  any  of  those  bills.  It  was  therefore 
important  that  thepresentbills  should  not 
be  read  a  second  time  until  that  Com- 
mittee had  made  its  report.  Tlie  Govern- 
ment had  only  discharged  lis  duty  in 
bringing  this  matter  before  the  House. 

Lord  OranvilU  Somerset  could  not  con- 
cur with  his  right  hon.  Friend  in  thinking 
that  all  railways — no  matter  how  great 
their  commercial  importance — no  matter 
how  beneRcia!  they  might  be  to  the  com- 
munity at  large — should  be  postponed  for 
an  entire  Session.  He  must  say,  that  he 
viewed  with  great  suspicion  the  proposi- 
tion for  putting  off  the  second  reading  of 
the  railway  hills  which  stood  for  that  even- 
ing. That  delay  giive  to  rival  opponents 
the  opportunity  of  making  still  greater  op- 
position. He  thought  that  it  would  be 
a  great  hardship  on  parties  where  there 
was  no  rival  line,  atid  where  they  had 
complied  with  all  the  standing  orders,  to 
be  put  off  in  this  way  for  another  week. 

Mr,  Clay  said,  that  on  ordinary  occa- 
sions it  was  not  judicious  to  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  a  private  Bill,  as  it  was 
only  by  referring  Bills  of  that  description 
to  a  Committee  that  they  could  be  pro- 
perly investigated  and  adjudicated.  In 
this  particular  case,  however,  he  would 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  con- 
curring as  he  did  entirely  in  the  view  taken 
of  the  maiui  by  the  right  bon.  Gentleman 
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the  President  of  the  Board  ofTrade.  The 
Government  had  done  its  duty  in  bringing 
the  whole  subject  under  iheir  considera- 
tion, and  in  endeavouring  to  provide  the 
House,  which  was  now  quite  at  sea  without 
compes.s  or  chart,  with  some  general  and 
pervading  principle  to  direct  it  in  its  fu- 
ture adjudication  of  schemes  of  this  nature. 
It  so  happened,  that  in  one  of  the  parishes 
of  the  borough  which  he  had  the  honour 
to  represent,  there  were  no  less  thati 
sixteen  of  those  schemes  afloat  that  would 
seriously  interfere,  if  carried  into  execu- 
tion, u'ilh  private  property  there.  In  the 
perish  of  St.  Mary,  Whilechapel,  there 
were  no  less  than  1,284  houses  and  tene- 
ments scheduled  to  be  taken  down.  The 
House  might  judge  of  the  alarm  and  ex- 
citement that  prevailed  there  in  conse- 
quence, and  that  single  fact  proved  how 
necessary  it  was  for  the  Legislature  to 
interfere  at  once  in  the  matter,  and  to  see 
that  the  public  interests  should  not  be  in> 
juriously  or  capriciously  affected  by  sacli 

Mr.  Charles  Barclay  said,  that  he  should 
not  consider  himself  precluded  by  voting, 
as  lie  intended  to  do,  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  from  assenting  to  the  pro- 
position of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee. 
He  was  glad  that  the  Covcrnment  had 
taken  this  matter  up.  It  was  absolutely 
necessary,  not  only  for  the  protection  of  the 
country  at  large  against  the  effects  of  wild 
schemes  and  improvident  specubtions,  but 
for  the  protection  of  the  speculators  them- 
selves against  their  own  folly,  that  the 
House  and  the  Government  should  inter- 
fere. He  would  suggest  to  the  right  hon, 
Gentleman  the  propriety  of  tlie  ConimiHec 
laying  down  some  such  rule  as  this— that 
no  Railroad  Bill  should  be  passed  with- 
out 5  per  cent,  of  the  estimated  expense 
being  previously  vested  in  Exchequer  Bills, 
which  would  he  some  security  to  the  public 
that  the  project  would  be  completed. 
Such  a  condition  would  inflict  no  bard- 
ship  on  good  fiandjfefe  speculations,  and  it 
would  save  the  country  from  those  of  an 
opposite  character.  If  the  House  acted 
with  proper  caution  with  respect  to  the 
passing  of  those  Railway  Bills,  many  of 
them  would  be  productive  of  incalculable 
advantage  to  the  country. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  regretted  much  he  had 
not  been  present  at  the  commencement  of 
this  discussion.  When  this  subject  was 
'jefore  the  Houee  od  b  forniei  ujgbt,  it 
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ever,  be  detirable  that  the  Houie  should 
be  put  in  posiessron  of  lome  k  rormatioD 
previous  to  the  second  reading,  and  before 
It  allowed  the  parlies  to  embark  on  the 
wide  sea  of  speculation,  and,  therefore,  it 
was  that  he  was  desirous  that  the  second 
reading  of  such  Bills  as  stood  for  that 
night  should  be  delayed  for  a  week. 
He  did  not  believe  that  any  material  io- 
convenience,  or  any  great  additional  ex- 
pense, would  arrss  from  this  delay, 
whilst  it  was  certain,  that  the  information 
the  Committee  would  be  enabled 
collect  and  to  bring  before  the  House 
would  be  of  the  greaiest  advantage  in  ihe 
consideration  of  all  measures  of  this 
description.  He  was  not  unfriendly  to  the 
greatworksto  which  these  bills  related;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  be  felt  bound,  from  the 
situation  which  lie  held  in  ihe  Govern' 
ment,  to  take  care  that  the  capital  of  the 
country  was  uot  im providently  or  unwisely 
applied.  It  was  upon  this  ground  that 
he  had  fettitbis  duty  to  suggest  to  the 
House  the  proprietyof  appointing  a  Cam> 
mittee,  to  consider  of  the  most  fit  and 
proper  mode  of  proceedingu[>on  all  bills  of 
this  description,  and  likewise  of  interposing 
some  delay  in  their  further  proceedings 
upon  tliem.  For  bis  own  part,  he  thought 
it  highly  expedient  that  the  House 
should  overlook  the  inconvenience  of  a 
short  delay,  in  order  that  the  subject  might 
be  well  inquired  into,  and  all  the  sug- 
gestions of  different  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee attended  to  and  considered.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  House  would 
consent  to  postpone  the  particular  Bill 
now  under  their  consideration,  and  that 
he  should  afterwards  receive  their  SBnctioa 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee. 

Mr,  Herbert  Curttis  should  feel  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  support,  on  principle,  the  pro- 
position for  postponement.  It  was  of  the 
ntghest  importance  that  the  House  should 
not  be  hurried  into  untimely  decisions 
upon  bills  of  this  description.  One  or  two 
other  lines  of  railway  to  Brighton  had 
l>Gea  projected  independently  of  that  con- 
templated in  the  present  bill.  Why,  then, 
ahoald  they  blindly  proceed  to  read  this 
bill  a  second  time,  when  afterwards  they 
niigbt  very  possibly  discover  that  it  would 
have  been  better  to  adopt  one  of  the  other 
plans. 

Mr.  Smart  hoped  that  the  only  object 
of  fail  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  P.  Thomson) 
in  moving  for  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittw   wM,  to  give  information  to  tb« 
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House  and  security  to  the  public.  In 
dealing  with  subjects  of  this  description  it 
should  always  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
whilst  on  the  one  band  it  was  thedutjr 
of  Parliament  to  protect  the  country 
against  dangerous  speculations,  so  on  the 
oiher  hand  it  was  also  its  duty  to  leave  to 
Ihe  public  the  benefit  of  free  competition. 
He  was  prepared  to  support  such  measures 
as  would  give  information  and  security; 
but  beyond  that  he  would  not  go.  He 
should  strenuously  oppose  anything  that 
appeared  to  him  to  approach  an  undue  in- 
terference on  the  part  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Haney  remarked  that  the  truth  of 
the  proverb  which  said  "  the  race  is  not 
always  to  the  swift,"  appeared  to  be  as 
applicable  to  the  members  of  that  House 
as  to  the  world  in  general.  He  (Mr. 
Harvey),  only  a  few  nights  ago,  had  made 
aproposilion  to  the  House  of  a  similar  de- 
scription to  that  now  suggested  by  the 
right  hon.  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade ;  but  it  was  then  treated  with  indif- 
ference— as  a  matter  of  no  consequence  or 
importance  whatsoever.  He  was  glad, 
however,  to  find  that  the  suggestion  which 
he  had  originated  had  been  taken  up  by 
the  Government,  and  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  prepared  to  adopt  a  step 
which  should  put  a  check  upon  inconsi- 
derate speculation,  and  enable  the  House 
to  give  a  due  consideration  to  all  measures 
of  this  description.  All  that  he  regretted 
upon  the  present  occasion  was,  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  yet  found 
time,  although  it  was  a  matter  which  came 
strictly  within  the  business  of  that  depart- 
ment of  the  Government  over  which  he 
presided,  to  give  to  the  subject  all  the 
consideration  it  required,  and  waa  there- 
fore compelled  to  ask  for  a  week  to  con- 
sider of  his  plans.  He  thought  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  could  not  require  so 
long  a  time,  if  he  applied  himself  to  the 
matter  with  reasonable  industry.  He 
lied,  therefore,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  prepared  to  state  his 
plans  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Patrick  M.  Stewart  thought  that  if 
the  House  interfered  at  all  in  bills  of  this 
description,  itought  to  be  beforethe  second 
reading,  in  order  to  protect  the  public 
against  Ihe  severe  inconvenience  that 
would  attend  the  promulgation  of  more 
than  one  line  of  road.  As  regarded  the 
present  bill,  he  should  vote  for  suspending 
the  second  reading  until  some  general  plan 
of  proceeding  were  adopted. 
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ii]e  James  Crakam  hdid  two  suggestions 
which  he  wished  to  offer  to  the  House. 
First,  if  a  postpooement  were  to  take 
place  for  eight  days,  he  would  suggest  that 
in  the  interval,  with  respect  to  this  parti- 
cular bill,  no  petition  should  be  received 
OD  the  ground  of  a  suspension  of  the 
standing  orders;  tind  secondly,  if  at  the 
end  of  the  eight  days  the  second  rending 
should  be  agreed  to,  then  the  House  should 
go  into  Committee  upon  it  at  the  end  of 
three  days.  Whereasifthe  Bill  were  read 
a  second  time  to-day,  the  House,  agreeably 
to  the  standing  orders,  could  not  go  into 
Committee  upon  it  until  after  the  lapse  of 
ten  days.  Thus,  if  his  suggestions  were 
adopted,  the  parties  would  be  left  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  situation  as  if  the  bill 
were  read  a  second  time  to-day. 

Mr.  P.  Thomson  said  that  if  the  post- 
ponement were  allowed,  it  should  of  course 
be  understood  that  the  committal  of  the 
bill  should  follow  the  second  reading  at 
the  end  of  three  days.  If,  upon  e  division, 
the  House  should  determine  that  the  se- 
cond reading  of  this  bill  should  be  de- 
ferred for  eight  days,  be  hoped  that  all  the 
other  bills  relating  to  railn>ays,  which  stood 
for  a  second  reading  to-r)ight,would  be  con- 
sidered as  being  included  in  the  decision. 

Lord  Oeorge  Lennox  repeated  his  deter- 
minatioD  to  press  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  on  the  present  occasion.  Great 
inconvenience  and  much  injury  would 
result  from  the  proposed  delay,  unless,  in- 
deed, he  were  assured,  that  in  the  interval 
which  it  was  proposed  should  elapse  before 
the  second  reading,  no  proceeding  should 
be  allowed  on  the  part  of  those  who  were 
opposed  to  the  bill.  A  public  meeting 
had  taken  place  at  the  Town-hall,  at 
Brighton,  at  which  Sir  J.  Rennie's  plan 
was  declared  impracticable,  and  conse- 
quently abandoned.  Subsequently  Mr, 
Stephenson's  pUn,  the  plan  embodied  in 
this  bill,  was  taken  up ;  and  now  that  it  was 
brought  before  Parliament,  Sir  J.  Rennie 
suddenly  started  up  with  bis  rejected  plan 
again;  and  the  consequence  of  the  psU 
ponementof  the  second  reading  of  the  pre- 
sent bill  would  he  to  enable  Sir  J.  Rennie 
to  introduce  his  plan  to  tlie  detri- 
ment of  Mr.  Stephenson,  If  it  were  un- 
derstood that  during  the  postponemeot. 
Sir  J.  Rennie  should  not  be  allowed  to 
take  any  step,  he  should  not  object  to  the 
amendment;  but  unless  i>uch  an  under- 
standing were  distinctly  entered  into,  he 
must  now  prew  the  second  reading. 


Raitways. 


Captain  AUager  felt  entitled  to  say  a 
few  words,  because  he  had  charge  of  the 
second  bill  for  a  railway  to  Brighton.  He 
thought  that  this  second  bill  had  a  fair 
claim  to  the  favourable  consideration  of 
the  House,  because  in  fact  it  was  only  a 
continuation  to  Brighton  of  a  railway  for 
which  he  last  year  obtained  a  bill,  and 
which  was  to  run  from  London  to  Croydon. 
In  Ibe  course  of  a  few  days  he  should  have 
petitions  in  favour  of  the  second  bill  from 
Brighton,  Lewes,  and  Reigate.  In  the 
meantime  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
consent  to  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
proposed  by  the  noble  Lord. 

Sir  John  li.  Reid  thought  the  better 
plan  would  be  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  question  for  a  few  days.  He  had  a 
petition  to  present  from  very  respectable 
persons,  both  from  Epsom  and  Gwell,  in 
favour  of  ihe  line  of  lOad  by  way  of  Riegate, 
which  was  considered  by  them,  and  in 
which  he  concurred,  the  best  line  of  road. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time.  Ayes  75 ; 
Noes  271— Majority  196. 

its*  of  the  Ates." 
Attwood,  Thomas  FreshReld,  James  W. 

Bagshaw,  John  Gisborne,  T. 

BaiiliF,  Col.  H.  Gore,  O. 

Bairon,  Henry  W.  Gorine,  Uariy  Dent 

Barry,  G.  S.  Grey,  lion.  Charles 

Berkeley,  Hon.  F,  Guest,  J. 

Berkeley,  Hon.  C.  C.      Hall,  B. 
BJiidulph,  Robert  llarland,  W.  C, 

Bish,  lliomaa  Hawket,  T, 

Blake,  Martin  Jos.  Hay,  Sir  A.  Leilh 

Bonham,  Francis  R.         Henniker,  Lord 
Bridgman,  Hewitt  Hope,  Henry  T. 

Buller,  E.  HouWsworth,  T. 

Burrell,  Sir  C  M.,  Bt.     Hoy,  Janiei  BarloW 
Campbell,  W.  F.  Hurst,  R.  H. 

Chapman,  M.  L.  Jerris,  John 

Chichester,  J.  P.  B.        Leader,  J.  T. 
Cole,  Hon-  A.  H.  Lyncb,  A.  H.  S. 

Cripps,  Josepli  Macleod,  It. 

DilLwyn,  L.  W.  MTaggart,  J. 

Duncombe,  T.  S.  Morelon,  Hon.  A.  II. 

Eaton,  Richard  J.  Mosley,  Sir  O.,  Bart. 

Kuston,  Lord  Nicholl,  J. 

Ferguson,  Sir  Robert      O'Connell,  M.  J, 
Finn,  Francis  Parr j,  Cotonel 

Filigibbon,  Hon,  B.         Potter,  R. 


■  This  is  the  first  division  in  which  the 
names  of  the  Members  dividing  were  taken 
down,  according  to  Mr.  Ward's  plan  (nee 
ante  p.  5G3.J,  and  regularly  entered  in  the  vo'.es 
of  Ihe  House.  The  lists  hencefonh,  fxcejo  ne 
or  two,  when  I'-'s  House  was  in  Commiiiec, 
which  case  was  supposed  not  lo  be  provided 
for  by  Mr.  Ward's  Rtiolntion,  majr  bo  ralinl 
on. 
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Sluarl,  Lord  James 
Surrey,  Lord 
Thornley,  T. 
Tooke,  William 
Tniu,  Horace 
Villien,  Frederick 
Whalley,  Sir  S. 
Winnington,  Capt.  H. 
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*  Second   reading    postponed  for    eight 
davs. 

A  Committee  to  consider  the  lubject  wBi 
appointed. 

Commutation  of  Tithes  EooLAirD.] 
Sir  E.  Knatchhull,  previous  (o  the  order 
ofthedaybeing  proceeded  in  Tor  the  second 
reading  of  the  Tithes  CoinmuCaiion  Bill, 
wished  to  suggest  to  the  noble  Lord  op- 
posits  the  propriety  of  postponing  the 
second  readiog  or  the  Bill. 

Sir  Rabtrt  Inglis  also  recommended 
the  postponement. 

Lord  John  Rvssell  said,  that  his  object 
was  to  bars  the  Bill,  with  the  whole  of  its 
provisions  and  amendmenti,  printed  before 
It  went  into  Committee.  It  would  be  a 
fortnight  to-morrow  since  he  had  stated 
fully  to  the  House  the  outline  of  the 
measure.  He  had  had  a  great  many  re- 
ports from  different  parts  of  the  country, 
and  had  received  various  letters  from 
Somersetshire  and  other  counties,  stating 
the  opinions  of  different  classes  of  people 
on  the  measure  he  had  proposed.  He  did 
not,  therefore,  think  it  could  be  fairly  said 
that  its  provisions  were  wholly  unknown, 
either  to  the  House  or  the  country.  He 
certainly  thought  suflficient  time  should  be 
allowed  before  the  House  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  Bill,  He  should  fix  such  a  time  as  he 
thought  would  be  convenient  10  the  House; 
but  should  it  be  considered  that  the  interval 
he  proposed  was  not  long  enough,  he 
could  have  no  objection  to  postpone  the 
Committee  to  ft  future  day.    There  wu  a 


great  deal  of  busioess  before  tha  Houss> 
The  Irish  Municipal  Bill  was  flxed  for 
Friday,  and  on  Monday  the  Gove rament 
were  anxioas  to  bring  forward  the  esti* 
mates;  he,  therefore,  did  think  it  very  de- 
sirable that  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
should  not  be  postponed.  He  wished  to 
make  the  Bill  as  complete  as  possible  he> 
fore  it  went  into  Committee;  and  if  thera 
were  now  a  delay  of  a  week  or  ten  dayij 
they  must,  after  the  second  reading,  eD> 
counter  an  additional  delay  of  a  forloightr 
without  any  object  being  gained. 

Mr.  Benett  thoughtthere  was  no  ground 
whatever  for  the  postponement  which  had 
been  suggested.  Such  of  his  constttuentx 
as  he  had  had  tlie  opportunity  personally 
to  explain  the  provisions  gf  the  Bill  tOt  at 
once  understood  it.  He  had  had  a  con- 
versation respecting  it  with  one  beneficed 
clergyman,  who  had  stated  that  he  con- 
sidered its  provisions  most  favourable  to 
the  clergy.  He  (Mr.  Benett)  was  for  pay- 
ing the  utmost  regard  to  the  interests  of 
the  tithe  owners;  but  he  rather  doubted 
whether  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  were 
not  more  favourable  to  them  than  justica 
demanded. 

Colonel  Thompson  said,  he  was  in 
favour  of  any  course  which  would  tend  to 
allow  sufficient  lime  for  the  coosi deration 
of  this  great  measure.  If  the  commercial 
andmanufacturioginterestshflvedemanded 
that  the  commutation  of  tithe  awarded  by 
the  CommissioDers  should  be  vested  en.- 
tirely  in  a  money-rent,  he  thought  that 
powerful  portion  of  the  community,  be- 
tween whom  and  the  manufacturing  in- 
terests there  certainly  was  a  frequent  col- 
lision, woald  have  said  they  were  hardier 
treated,  and  that  it  was  not  altogether  fan 
that  the  whole  weight  of  that  powerful 
body  (the  Church)  should  be  thrown  ou 
that  side  which  would  operate  against  tb« 
agricultural  interests.  Still  the  manu- 
facturing interests  had  a  perfect  right  to 
demand  something  in  their  favour  ;  and 
what  he  should  suggest  would  be,  whether 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  decide  that 
there  should  be  an  equal  division  of  Ibfl 
point  in  dispute,  ■'.  e.,  by  deciding,  in  the 
case  of  tithes, — that  the  commutation 
granted  should  be  half  vested  in  a  coni- 
rent  (as  proposed  by  the  present  Bill), 
continning  the  other  half  in  a  money-rent, 
which,  he  considered,  would  be  the  easy 
and  proper  mode  of  disposing  of  tba 
question. 

Mr.  Pembtrbm  observsd,  tbkt  lb«  dif- 
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ference,  as  be  understood,  between  hoo. 
Members  was  not  su  much  rpspecting  the 
mere  principle  of  the   measure,    itriclly 
considered,  as  the  extent  to  which  that 
principle  might  be  carried.    In  hii  opini 
the  Bill  did  not  go  far  eaough  ;  he  n 
therefore,  more  a  Reforioer  than  the  noble 
Lord :  and  the  qiieBtion  of  extent  involved 
the  whole  principle  of  the  measure.     He 
thought  that  the  time  which  had  elapsed 
since  Saturday    was   hardly  enough    for 
the  consideration  of  a  measure  so  impor- 
tant, and  which  it  was  necessary  should 
be  examined,  with   the  view  or 
whether  it  really  afTorded  fair  ground  for 
an  expectation  that  under  it  a  commu- 
tation of  tithes  could  be  effected.     By  lh( 
Bill,  as  it  stood,  both  parties,  if  they  hap- 
pened   to   concur,   might   avoid   commu- 
tation, or  one,  being  hostile  to  the  olher 
could  insist  on  commutation.     To  make 
commutation    voluntary     or    compulsory 
ought  to  be  the  principle  of  such  a  m 
sure;   the  extent,  then,  involved  the  pi 
ciple;  he  thought  the  Bill  did  not  go  far 
enough.    They  were  all  agreed  that  facili- 
ties should  be  given  for  commutation,  but 
it  was  most  material  to  inquire  i  ' 
opinion  of  the  parlies  interested 
the  probable  eSect  of  the  combiualion  of 
the  voluntary  and  compulsory  reguli 
Id   bringing  about    the   commutation  of 
tithes.     For  these  reasons  he  thought  it 
would  be  advisable  to  postpone  the  second 
reading  until  that  which  really  constituted 
(he  principle  of  the  Bill  was  fully  known 
and  considered. 

The  Chmcellor  of  the  Excheguer  i  As 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  not 
only  assented  to  the  principle  of  commu- 
tation, but  also  admitted  that  the  prin- 
ciple was  adopted  in  the  Bill,  he  thought 
they  were  in  full  possession  of  his  author- 
ity' in  favour  of  the  measure.  The  only 
Kractical  way  of  bringing  the  hon.  and 
larned  Gentleman's  argument  to  iisue, 
was  by  a  discussion  in  Committee,  It  was 
impossible  to  occupy  time  advantageously 
in  the  discussion  otherwise  than  in  Com- 
mittee. Surely  every  argument  which 
could  be  adduced  in  favour  of  the  Bill 
being  printed  and  circulated  throughout 
the  country,  was  an  argument  in  favour  of 
the  second  reading,  his  noble  Friend 
having  distinctly  stated  that  his  object 
was  to  have  the  Bill  printed. 

Sir  Thomat  Freemantle  was  for  the 
poatponemeot  of  the  second  reading,  on 
tbe  fxomi  that  boti.  Msmbere  baa  oot 
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been  able  to  obtain  a  sufficient  number  of 
copies  to  send  to  iheir  constituents.  When 
he  said  this,  he  begged  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  he  had  no  wish  to  delay  the 
Bill ;  being,  on  the  contrary,  favourable 
to  its  provisions. 

Sir  Matthew  Whitt  Ridley  thought 
there  was  a  necessity  fbr  immediately 
going  into  a  discussion  of  the  Bill.  He 
had  received  a  letter  that  day,  the  writer 
of  which  expretsed  an  opinion  which, 
though  by  no  means  flattering  to  the  noble 
Lord  opposite,  as  the  framer  of  the  Bill, 
he  should  stale  to  the  House.  "  The  Bill 
(observed  his  correspondent)  reflected  no 
great  credit  on  its  framers;  it  contained 
much  that  was  highly  objectionable.  This 
would,  no  doubt,  be  corrected  when  the 
Bill  went  into  Committee ;  and,  therefore, 
the  sooner  the  principle  of  it  was  discussej 
and  disposed  of  the  better."  In  that 
opinion  he  (Sir  M.  W.  Ridley)  entirely 
concurred. 

Mr.  Ooulbum  wished  to  know  whether 
it  was  the  noble  Lord's  intention  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  principle  of  the 
Bill  at  tVat  moment ;  or  whether  he  wished 
it  (o  be  read  a  second  time  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  some  omissions  in  it. 

Lord  John  Russell  was  anxious  to  have 
the  Bill  read  a  second  time  as  soon  as 
possible,  as  there  would  be  then  more 
time  to  consider  its  details  with  all  the  at- 
tention they  deserved.  He  did  not  pre- 
tend to  say,  in  reply  to  the  ejection  which 
had  been  read  by  the  hon.  Baronet  oppo- 
site, that  the  language  in  which  the  Bill 
was  dra^n  was  strictly  in  accordance  with 
Parliamentary  custom  and  usage  in  such 
cases.  The  form  in  which  certain  provi- 
sions of  the  Bill  had  been  submitted  to  the 
se  might,  no  doubt,  be  altered.  He 
claimed  not  the  merit  of  being  able  to 
draw  up  Acts  of  Parliament  in  strictly 
technical  phraseology,  for  he  knew  it  was 
a  task  of  very  considerable  difficulty,  re- 
(quiring  a  great  deal  of  practice  and  expe- 
rience. In  this  respect,  he  doubted  not, 
but  that  improvements  might  be  effected. 
Nor  did  he  mean  to  contend  that  there 
were  not  omissions  in  the  Bill  which 
light  be  supplied  when  it  went  into  Com- 
mittee. But  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill 
he  adhered.  Nor  was  he  disposed  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  admitting  anj 
alterations  into  its  main  provisions  until  it 
had  gone  into  Committee. 

Sir  Robert  Inglis  wished  to  know 
whether,  if  the  Bill  were  now   read   a 
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secoad  time,  the  noble  Lord  would  regard 
that  second  reading  bi  merely  pro  for  md  ; 
or  was  he  disposed  to  think  that  in  per- 
mitting it  to  advance  this  stage,  the 
House  was  pledging  itself  to  the  principle 
of  the  meaBure?  Before  resumiD^;  bis 
aeat,  he  begged  to  disclaim  being  bound 
by  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  bon. 
Member  near  him  (Mc.  Pemberton);  and 
he  wished  it  might  be  understood,  that  in 
addressing  that  House,  that  bon.  Member 
nat  expressing  merely  his  own  opinion,  to 
vhich  those  who  sat  upon  the  same  side 
with  him  were  in  nowise  bound. 

Lord  John  Russell  thought  it  would  be 
an  extremely  inconvenient  practice,  iF  a 
Bill  were  read  a  second  time,  and  it  was 
to  be  considered  that  the  House  had  not 
affirmed  its  principle.  In  the  present 
case,  if  the  House  permitted  the  Bill  to  be 
read  a  second  time,  he  should  ceitainly 
assume  that,  in  doing  so,  they  had  af- 
firmed the  general  principle — ihat  there 
should  be  a  commutatation  of  tithe  into  a 
rent-charge.  But  whether  the  general 
principle  should  be  carried  fnrlher — whe- 
ther that  commutation  should  be  compui- 
lory  or  voluntary— was  anotlier  question 
to  be  decided  after  farther  discussion.  It 
was  by  no  means  at  variance  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill  that  the  commutation 
should  be  wholly  compulsory,  and  it  would 
be  for  the  hon.  Member,  who  thought  it 
ought  to  be  so,  to  show  that,  afier  the 
House  had  aGErmed  the  general  principle. 
The  hon.  Baronet  opposite  was,  no  doubt, 
as  well  prepared  at  the  present  moment  to 
enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  principle  of 
the  Bill  as  be  could  be  if  the  second 
reading  or  the  affirmation  of  its  genera) 
principle  were  postponed  to  some  future 
day,  as  the  "  ancient  and  venerable" 
arguments  with  which  the  hon.  Baronet 
would  oppose  it,  had  been  for  a  long  period 
marshalled  in  the  hon.  Baronet's  mind, and 
frequently  staled  to  the  public. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  was  read,  and  the 
question  put,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  Greene  said,  that  the  parties  should 
not  be  left  to  themselves  to  settle  their 
own  disputes  as  to  commutation;  the  Le- 
gislature should  seek  to  frame  a  regulation 
calculated  to  prevent  disputes.  It  would 
be  unjust  to  have  n  partial  instead  of  a 
general  commutation  in  parishes,  by  which 
the  different  holders  on  lands  in  the  same 

parish  would  be  placed  ia  different  circu  n- 


Btances  with  regard  to  the  method  of  va- 
luing tithes.  With  respect  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Tiilie  Commissioners,  he  perfectly 
concurred  in  the  propriety  of  establishing 
that  provision,  in  order  that  an  uniformity 
might  be  preserved  in  the  system;  forif  it 
was  a  sufficient  foundation  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 
that  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Laws 
was  different  in  different  parishes, that  ob- 
servation applied  with  even  greater  force 
to  the  case  of  tithes. 

Mr.  Lennard  expressed  some  doubt 
whether  it  would  not  be  found  necessary 
to  alter  that  provision  of  the  noble  Lord^i 
Bill  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  take  the 
average  of  the  last  seven  years  as  the  basis 
for  the  commutation  of  tithes.  Prices  had 
been  much  higher  on  the  average  within 
the  last  seven  than  within  the  last  twenty 
months,  and,  therefore,  unless  it  could  be 
shown  that  tithes  had  fallen  in  a  corre- 
sponding ratio,  or  that  prices  were  likely 
again  to  rise,  it  would  be  unfair  to  take 
that  average  as  the  standard  of  valuation. 
He  hoped  an  inquiry  would  he  insti- 
tuted into  this  point,  as  it  would  be  very 
unfair  that  the  landowner  should  be  perma- 
nently charged  with  a  higher  rate  of  pay- 
ment on  a  higher  rate  of  price  for  the 
produce  of  hid  land  than  he  bad  received. 
There  was  another  point  to  which  he 
wished  to  advert — namely,  the  adoption 
of  the  two  different  sums  of  sixty  and 
seventy-five  per  cent,  as  the  jninimum  and 
maximum.  He  thoughtit  would  be  much 
better  to  ascertain  what  was  a  fair  deduc- 
tion to  be  made,  otherwise  the  grasping 
and  exacting  tithe-owner  would  be  placed 
in  a  much  better  situation  than  the  indul- 
gent and  considerate  owner  of  tithes.  This 
Bill  was  called  in  the  country  "  the  Clergy- 
man's Bill,"  and  there  were  some  provisions 
in  it  which  fully  Justi6ed  that  appellation. 
The  Bill  provided,  that  if  the  tithe-owner 
had  allowed  his  tithe  to  be  in  arrear  two 
year?,  be  might  obtain  the  whole  of  those 
two  years'  arrears  from  the  party  charged 
with  the  payment  of  tithe.  Now,  thia 
placed  the  litbe-owner  in  a  better  position 
than  the  landlord  stood  in  at  present,  for 
if  a  creditor  entered  upon  the  land  of  a 
tenant  and  took  his  goods  in  execution, 
the  utmost  claim  which  the  landlord  could 
make  was  for  one  year's  rent,  but  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill,  if  the  landlord 
or  any  other  creditor  entered  upon  the 
land,  the  tithe-owner  could  claim  two 
yean'  aneara  of  tiUies,  If,  then,  they  put 
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lated  to  effect  its  scope  and  object.  From 
the  argument  ao^  reasoning  in  this  respect 
of  bis  hon.  and  learned  Frieod  who  nad 
just'  GBt  down,  he  felt  himself  under  the 
necessity  of  wholW  and  entirely  differing. 
In  treating  upon  this  question,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  look  at  the  history  of  measures 
which  for  this  same  object  had  been  pre- 
viously introduced  to  the  judgment  and 
Goniideration  of  the  legislature.  The 
measures  brought  forward  In  the  Sessions 
of  1833  and  1834  had  failed  under  cir- 
cumstances to  which  it  was  not  necessary 
further  to  allude.  Those  measures  were 
followed  by  the  Bill  introduced  last  Ses- 
sion by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Mem- 
ber for  Tamworth,  the  objection  to  which 
was,  that  if  passed  it  would  have  been 
still-bom,  and  proved  a  complete  dead 
letter  in  the  Statute  Book.  It  was  a 
measure  merely  permissive — it  was  left 
wholly  to  the  voluntary  feeling  of  psrties 
interested  in  tithes.  The  measure  itself 
had  a  sort  of  obscurity  which  would  make 
individuals  prefer  the  present  evils  to 
the  care  of  its  doubtful  provision.  Every 
person  likely  to  be  aSected  by  such  a 
measure  as  that — a  measure  which  did 
not  enforce  immediate  commutation,  but 
tacitly,  ai  it  were,  held  out  an  intimation 
that  if  it  were  not  acted  upon  some  other 
more  compulsory  measure  must  follow  it 
— would  rather  take  hit  chance  of  being 
compelled  by  some  subsequent  measure 
than  immediately  avail  himself  of  that.  It 
therefore  became  the  duty  of  any  person 
introducing  a  measure  in  the  present  day 
far  the  commutation  of  tithes  to  make 
the  commutation  either  wholly  voluntary 
or  compulsory  on  the  parties.  As,  how- 
ever, the  pnnciples  of  this  Bill  would  in 
all  probability  be  misunderstood,  it  would 
be  perhaps  desirable  that  he  (the  Solicitor- 
General)  should  very  shortly  state  the 
objects  it  proposed  to  effect.  In  the  Rrst 
place  it  was  clear  that  the  first  step  to  be 
taken  in  framing  such  a  Bill  must  be  to 
afford  parties  agreeing  to  a  commutation 
the  means  of  carrying  it  into  effect.  That, 
accordingly,  was  the  Grst  object  of  this 
Bill.  He  (the  Solicitor- General)  had  lis- 
tened with  great  deference  to  what  had 
fallen  from  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
side  on  this  subject,  and  he  could  not  see 
nhat  possible  danger  there  could  be  in 
allowing  to  parties  agreeing  between 
themselves  to  commute  tithe,  the  means  of 
carrying  the  commutation  into  effect, 
provided  certain    necessary    precautions 
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were  taken.  The  hon.  Member  for  Lan- 
caster had  made  an  objection  of  which  he 
(the  Solicitor-General)  confessed  he  could 
not  see  the  importance.  It  was  said  that 
the  consequence  of  this  facility  to  persons 
desirous  of  effecting  a  commutation  would 
be  so  to  confuse  the  boundaries  of  pro- 
perties as  to  make  it  extremely  doubtful 
what  land  was  or  was  not  subjected  to  a 
commutation.  But  this  appeared  to  him 
(the  Solicitor-General)  to  be  an  objection 
to  the  present  system  also,  and  one  which 
could  not  well  be  obviated.  It  was  one 
already  in  operation.  Then  what  was  the 
next  step  to  be  taken  by  the  framers  of 
a  Commutation  Bill  ?  Why,  to  afford 
the  means  of  effecting  the  commutation 
in  cases  where  the  majority  of  a  parish 
desired  it  in  opposition  to  the  minority. 
This  was  upon  a  principle  so  universally 
recognised,  that  of  the  larger  portion  of  a 
community  governing  the  smaller,  that 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  itsjustice ;  and 
it  seemed  to  him  (the  Solicitor-General) 
that  the  mode  proposed,  in  this  instance, 
by  the  Bill  was  the  most  reasonable  that 
could  possibly  be  suggested.  There  was 
yet  one  step  further  to  which  the  proposers 
of  (his  measure  proposed  to  go.  It  was 
that  if  either  of  two  parties  desired  a  com> 
mutation,  the  other  being  averse  to  it, 
then  that  the  party  so  d.esiring  it  should 
have  the  right  to  compel  the  other  to  come 
into  the  arrangement,  due  care  being 
taken  that  the  matter  was  fairly  coo- 
ducted.  This  was  the  general  principle 
on  which  the  Bill  was  conatructen.  Now 
it  certainly  did  appear  to  him  that  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  Pemberton) 
was  somewhat  inconsistent  in  his  argu- 
ment on  this  point  of  the  Bill.  His  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  had  actually  inti- 
mated his  intention  of  opposing  the  second 
reading,  not  because  the  Bill  went  too  far 
in  this  respect,  but  because  it  did  not  go 
far  enough.  His  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
must  allow  him  to  contrast  with  his 
opinion  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Wilt- 
shire, who  had  had  a  thirty  years'  expe- 
rience of  the  operation  of  tithe,  and  who 
had  stated  that  ihe  mode  here  proposed 
was  a  just  and  equitable  mode,  and  one, 
moreover,  which  would  meet  wilh  a  gene- 
ral acquiescence.  Thus  it  would  be  seen 
that  he  differed  materially  from  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  in  the  view  which  he 
bad  taken  of  this  measure.  He  next 
came  to  the  observations  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  MaldoD.    The  bon.  Member 
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led  to  have  fallen  into  an  error  wheo 
ibjected  that  the  effect  of  taking  the 
age  or  tlie  last  seven  years  would  be 
rrive  at  loo  liigh  an  amount,  as  the 
i  of  corn  during  those  years  would  be 
d  to  be  higher  than  if  an  average  or 
aat  twenty  years  had  been  taken.  It 
:ared  to  him  (the  Solicitor-General) 
the  hon.  Member  was  mistaken  in 
view,  for,  taking  the  average  of  that 
1  years,  it  would  be  found  that  if 
ig  the  first  part  of  the  time  the  prices 
I  high,  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
Ilie  prices  were  low,  and  the  average 
;fore  would  be  as  fair  an  average  as 
that  could  be  had.  The  question  of 
number  of  years  was  one  of  detail, 
consequently  one  for  the  Committee 
e  principle  of  average  would  be  the 
!.  The  hon.  Member  had  another 
ction,  which  was,  that  the  amount  of 
:ommutation  should  be  calculated  on 
■mount  of  rent  actually  paid,  not  on 
amount  agreed  to  be  paid,  without 
fing  for  that  which  was  thrown  off; 
the  hon.  Member  would  find  that 
!  was  a  correclive  power  in  other 
;es  of  the  Bill  which  made  it  unoeces. 
to  answer  the  objection.  The  princi- 
oF  average  was  that  on  which  the 
TiutatioQ  would  be  calculated,  and 
t  the  proportion  of  each  tithe  payer 
d  be  regulated.  There  was  one  ob- 
an  which  had  been  repeatedly  urged 
he  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member 
he  University  of  Oxford,  which  was, 
it  WBS  perfectly  monstrous  to  ask  the 
;y  to  accept  60/.  where  they  were  en- 
1  to  claim  100/.  It  appeared  to  him 
Solioitor-geneial)  that  this  objection 
ceded  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
having  sufficiently  considered  the 
re  of  the  right  of  the  clergyman  to  the 
Was  not  the  righthon.  Gentleman 
'e  that  the  only  condition  upon  which 
soil  was  generally  made  to  yield  pro- 
!  enough  to  make  the  100/.  one  tenth 
he  whole,  was  that  the  clergyman 
Id  actually  take  a  less  sum  than  that 
h  would  nominally  be  due  to  him? 

firtnciple  was,  in  point  of  fact, 
y  in  operation  in  roost  of  the  estates 
e  kingdom,  and,  if  that  were  the  case, 
id  away  with  the  injustice  of  asking 
clergyman  to  take  a  less  sum  than 
to  which  he  was  nominally  entitled, 
e  appeared  to  him  to  have  been  the 
objections  to  the    ill,  and  they 


the  details  entirely,  and  not  to  the  princi* 
pie.  It  was  beyond  the  power  of  legislation 
at  once  to  meet  all  the  objections  which 
could  be  raised  to  a  measure,  or  at  once  to 
provide  a  certain  and  universal  remedy,  by 
positive  enactment,  for  every  anonialy 
whii^h  might  have  enisted  ;  it  was  enough  if 
the  measure  grappled  baldly  wilh  the  main 
question.  This  the  present  measure  was 
as  fair  a  one  as  could  be  drawn,  and  he 
therefore  hoped  to  see  the  motion  for  the 
second  reading  pass  unanimously. 

Sir  Robert  Inglis:  As  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  who  had  just  sat  down, 
and  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  who  had 
preceded  him  in  the  debate,  had  severally 
alluded  to  him  in  the  course  of  their 
observations,  he  felt  himself  bound  to 
trespass  for  a  very  few  minutes  on  the  at- 
tention of  the  House.  Dii  noble  Friend  had 
said  that  he  desired  to  maintain  the  ancient 
and  venerable  rights  of  the  Church.  He 
thought  those  rights  as  venerable  as  law, 
and  as  ancient  as  justice,  and  he  hoped 
ultimately  to  have  the  support  of  all  those 
in  the  country  whose  opinions  he  respected, 
even  though  he  might  now  stand  alone  in 
those  extreme  opinions  which  were  attri- 
buted to  him.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  had  said  that  he  was  in  error  in 
complaining  that  the  clei^y  should  be 
called  on  to  receive  601.,  when  they  were 
entitled  to  lOOl.  He  maintained,  bow 
ever,  that  such  a  proposition  was  unjust. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  had  said, 
that  it  was  only  owing  to  the  clergy  taking 
less  than  the  sum  they  were  nominally 
entitled  to  that  the  amount  of  produce, 
which  produced  that  nominal  sum,  was 
yielded;  but  he  would  ask  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  into  whose  pocket  he 
proposed  that  the  difference  should  go  ? 
Whether  he  intended  that  the  amount 
should  go  to  the  landlord  or  to  the  culti- 
valors?  Every  legal  contract  entered  into 
fur  the  payment  or  commutation  of  lithe 
went  on  the  supposition  that  the  Church 
was  entitled  to  one-tenth  of  the  produce, 
and  by  what  right  was  it  that  this  prin- 
ciple was  now  proposed  to  be  set  aside? 
He  objected  to  this  measure  because  it 
was  compulsory,  and  because  it  proposed 
to  be  immutable.  They  had  no  more 
right  to  deprive  the  clergy  of  their  right 
to  tithe  than  they  would  have  to  deprive 
him  of  his  ground-rentR.  He  might  be 
told  that  in  the  cases  of  Canal  Bills  pH- 
1  property  was  sacrificed  to  the  public 


y  appeared  lojhimotn;  objections  to    good;  but  he  would  reply  that  in    those 
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cues  the  owners  of  property  bad  their 
claims  decided  on  by  a  Jury  well-choien, 
and  prepared  to  give  ihem  the  full  amount 
of  ils  value,  not  to  depriTC  them  of  nearly 
one-third  of  it.  If  in  the  case  of  private 
property  the  Legislature  would  not  lend 
Itself  to  an  act  of  spoliation,  why  do  so 
in  a  case  where  the  property  of  the  public 
was  concerned  ?  This  waa  his  objection 
to  the  principle  of  the  Bill— he  should 
state  his  objections  to  the  details  on  a 
future  occasion.  There  was  one  sugges- 
tion, however,  which  he  would  make  to 
the  noble  Lord,  as  regarded  the  mode  in 
which  the  commutation  was  to  be  efTected. 
Would  it  not  be  belter,  instead  of  arriving 
at  once  at  a  fined  amount  or  average  of 
previous  years,  to  make  the  commutation 
depend  on  a  progressive  calculation,  al- 
terable and  renewable  from  yearto  year? 

An  han.  Membtr  said,  that  the  right 
hoii.  Baronet  seemed  to  have  omitted  from 
his  calculation  the  expenses  of  collec- 
tion, which  frequently  amounted  to  from 
25  Co  40  percent.  ["  JVo,  bo."]  Those 
who  were  not  practically  acquainted  with 
the  subject  might  perhaps  say  "  no,"  but 
the  fact  would  be  found  to  be  as  he  had 
aaid.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  real 
grievance  of  tithe  had  not  been  stated  to 
the  House.  The  evil  was,  that  a  person 
who  had  not  laid  out  a  single  farthing  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  land  should  be  entitled 
to  come  in  and  claim  the  tenth  of  its  pro- 
duce— that  one-tenth  frequently  amount- 
ing to  the  whole  profits  of  cultivation. 
Let  the  House  suppose  the  case  to  be  that 
of  the  manufacturer — let  a  manufacturer 
expend  an  immense  sum  on  the  erection 
of  machinery  and  the  purchase  of  stock, 
and  then  be  liable  to  the  clergyman  for 
one-tenth  part  of  his  manufactured  goods ; 
how  would  he  be  able  to  bring  his  goods 
to  market?  In  Prance  tithes  had  been 
entirely  swept  away.  In  Spain  they  were 
going  very  fast.  In  Austria,  too,  they  were 
beginning  to  go.  But  in  this  country  the 
landlords  and  cultivators  were  willing  to 
compromise  the  matteron  fair  and  equita- 
ble terms.  Still,  when  they  were  granting 
the  clergy  a  permanent  annuity  on  the 
land,  they,  the  landowners  expected  that 
some  liberal  allowance  would  be  made ; 
and,  indeed,  unless  some  such  liberal 
allowance  were  made,  the  Innded 
□ever  would  be  sati^fieil  with  any  mensnre 
of  commutation.  He  intended  when  the 
Bill  went  into  Committee  to  propose  a 
reduction  in  the  nvfrnge  on    the    sevi-n 
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years.  He  was  satisfied  that  imposing  a 
rent  charge  would  have  the  effect  of  in- 
creasing the  value  of  lithe  property.  In- 
stead of  twenty-Four  or  twenty-five  years 
as  much  as  twenty-sereu  or  twenty-eight 
years'  purchase  would  be  obtaiued  for  it 
as  soon  as  it  became  permanently  fixed  oa 
the  land,  on  account  of  the  additional 
riiy  that  would  be  given  :  and,  there- 
fore, he  must  say,  the  Bill  was  in  this 
respect  highly  advantageous  to  the  tithe- 
owner.  He  wished  that  the  queston  of 
redemption  had  been  left  out  of  coniider- 
Btion  altogether,  and  it  was  his  inteotioo, 
when  they  got  into  Committee,  to  propose 
an  Amendment,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
enting  any  redemption  of  the  commuta- 
tion to  be  effected  under  this  measure. 

Sir  Edward  Knalchbull  hardly  knew 
how  to  address  himself  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just 
sat  down.  Those  who  were  hurt  least 
cried  out  the  most,  and  this  he  believed  to 
be  the  case  with  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
Now,  it  was  his  (Sir  Edward  KnatchbuH't) 
wish,  and,  he  trusted,  the  desire  of  every 
hoD.  Member  in  that  House,  to  give  to  the 
clergy  their  full  rights.  To  do  justice  to 
the  clergy  must,  he  felt  persuaded,  be  the 
object  which  all  parties  had  in  view.  But 
while  they  did  this,  while  they  gave  the 
tilhe-owner  that  which  was  hisdue,  surely 
it  was  not  unreasonable  that  they  should, 
at  the  same  time,  afford  some  relief  to  the 
landlords.  He  would  not  go  into  any 
lengthened  discussion  of  the  details  of 
this  measure  on  the  present  occasion,  at 
it  was  not,  as  he  before  expressed,  his  in- 
tention to  offer  any  opposition  to  the 
second  reading.  He  should  reserve  what 
he  had  to  say  until  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  communicating  with  his  constituents 
on  the  subject,  because  he  thought  it 
only  right  that,  before  any  objections  were 
raised  against  the  Bill,  the  feelings  of  that 
part  of  the  constituency  which  would  be 
chiefly  affected  by  its  provisions  with  re- 
spect to  it  should  be  ascertained.  There 
were,  however,  one  or  two  paints  which 
were  left  untouched  by  the  measure,  to 
which  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  noble  Lord.  In  the  Gill  there  did  not 
appear  to  be  any  provision  made  for  the 
payment  of  tithes  in  case  of  the  death  or 
removal  to  another  parish  of  the  incum- 
bent shortly  before  the  tithes  becoming 
due.  lie  was  aware  that  the  present  law 
vras  defective  in  tliis  respect,  but  he  also 
knew  that  many  instances  of  hardship 
2A 
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occurred  in  conMquence  of  the  inability 
of  parties  entitled  to  liiem  to  recover  tichea 
under  tucli  circumstances.  But  the  defect 
vas  one  whicft  could  easily  be  remedied. 
He  would  only  call  the  attentioa  of  the 
Doble  Lord  to  one  other  point.  It  was 
proposed  that  the  average  should  be  taken 
according  to  the  value  of  the  last  aeven 
yean.  This  he  knew  to  be  a  matter  of 
detail,  but  still  he  hoped  the  noble  Lord 
vould  taliecare  that  the  difference  between 
land  in  tillage  and  pasture  land  in  regard  to 
tithes  should  l>e  fairly  considered,  end  that 
no  greater  pressure  would  be  placed  on  one 
species  of  land  than  ou  another.  He  had 
nsen  merely  for'the  purpose  of  calling  the 
attention  of  the  noble  Lord  to  these  two 
points,  but  before  he  sat  down  he  wished 
to  makea  single  remark  on  what  had  been 
taid  about  the  100/,  to  which  the  clergy* 
man  was  stated  to  be  entitled.  Although, 
legally  speaking,  the  clergyman  had  a 
right  to  100^.,  yet  actually  he  rarely  re- 
ceived more  than  75l.  The  latter  amount 
he  would  still  get  under  this  Bill,  and, 
that  being  the  case,  the  objection  to  the 
measure  on  that  head  seemed  to  he  un- 
tenable. 

Mr.  Jemissaid,  that  from  the  manner  in 
which  somehon.  Gentlemen  had  discussed 
the  measure,  it  would  seem  as  if  there  was 
not  a  general  demand  throughout  the 
country  for  a  commutation  of  tithes.  He, 
however,  knew  that  there  was  a  great  out- 
cry in  all  quarters  for  an  alteration  of  the 
tithe  system,  and  all  he  regretted  was  that 
there  were  a  great  many  tithes— those  that 
created  most  vexation — which  this  Billdid 
not  touch.  He  alluded  to  personal  tithes, 
the  tithes  on  mills,  and  mixed  tithes. 
They  were  all  aware  of  the  difficulty  of 
collecting  the  tithes  on  calves,  milk^  eggs, 
and  other  articles  of  that  description;  and 
yet,  notwithstanding  this  Bill,  all  such 
tithes  would  be  still  payable.  The  tithes 
on  fish  and  fishing  he  considered  an  unjust 
impost,  because  it  was  not  only  not  founded 
on  the  common  law,  owing  its  origin  solely 
to  custom,  hut  amounted  to  a  tax  upon 
labour.  The  same  might  be  said  of  the 
tithe  upon  mills.  He  next  must  say,  that 
the  additional  charge  of  I5i.  proposed  to 
be  imposed  on  everv  acre  of  land  devoted 
to  the  cultivation  of  hops  was  highly  ob- 
jectionable, and  would  in  fact  operate  as  a 
most  unfair  increase  of  taxation  an  those 
vho  had  expended  large  capitals  in  pre- 
paring their  farms  for  the  production  of 
this  particular  article.     In  the  parts  of  ibe 
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country  with  which  he  was  best  acqnsinttd 
— Kent  or  Worcestershire,  for  instance- 
he  believed  that  no  farmer  grew  more  than 
a  given  quantity  of  hops  in  any  one  yeir. 
The  tithes  on  wood  formed  another  sub- 
ject which  deserved  consideration,  nod, 
for  his  pari,  he  believed,  that,  unless  ill 
small  tithes  were  got  rid  of  for  a  corn-reot, 
the  measure  would  not  givesatisfactioDlO 
the  country. 

Mr.  /foi/jres defended  the  measure.  He 
considered  the  additional  chaige  of  15i.sn 
acre  on  land  employed  in  the  growth  of 
hops  a  reasonable  proposition.  Without 
some  such  payment  he  did  not  think  thst 
anytbing  lilce  fair  competition  could  be 
maintained  among  the  hop- growers. 

Mr.  Goiilburn  taid,  that  it  was  not  hii 
intention  to  go  at  any  length  into  the 
details  of  this  measure,  but  only  to  advert 
to  particular  points.  It  was  his  desire, 
and  he  was  satisfied  it  was  the  anxious 
wish  of  the  noble  Lord  opposite,  and  of 
every  other  Member  of  that  Honse,  thst 
whatever  was  done  for  effecting  a  conimii- 
tatioD  of  tithes  should  be  done  in  ta 
amicable  ipiriL  He  fully  concurred  with 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  the  So- 
licitor-General, that  there  were  almost  in- 
terminable diSicuItieBin  the  way  of  effect- 
ing any  satisfactory  arrangement  of  tbii 
question,  and  it  was  because  of  thoM 
difficulties  that  he  felt  it  to  be  euenttal 
that  the  commutation  should  be  voluntaiT, 
forby  a  voluntary  commutation  alone  could 
they  relieve  themselves  from  the  diSicultiei 
which  lay  in  the  way  of  anything  like  • 
Just  settlement  of  every  case  of  titbei. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Chester  had  pointed 
out  several  omissions  in  this  Bill,  and  enu- 
merated the  tithes  which  he  conceived 
ought  to  he-  got  rid  of.  The  great  ad- 
vantage of  voluntary  comuiutatiOD  was, 
that  by  mesni  of  it  all  these  intricate 
questions  could  be  easily  settled,  although 
they  could  not  be  arranged  by  any  com- 
pulsory system  which  they  might  adopt. 
All  such  tithes  as  those  on  fisli,  fishing, 
mills,  and,  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  houses,  could  be  more  readily 
commuted  by  agreement  between  the 
parties  themielves  liian  in  any  other  way  i 
but,  for  his  part,he  did  not  believe  it  possi- 
ble that  the  noble  Lord  could  make  any 
general  compulsory  arrangement  which 
would  meet  the  particular  circumstances 
of  every  case.  It  was  far  this  and  other 
reasons,  which  were  not  necessary  now  to 
be  noticed,  that  be  had  been  disposed  to 
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try  the  expetiment  of  voluntary  commu- 
UlioQ  before  he  resorted  to  compulsory 
measure*.  The  noble  Lord,  however,  said 
that  he  meant  to  adopt  the  Toluolary 
■jBtem.  What,  did  the  noble  Lord  mean 
to  tell  the  Houae  that  any  experiment 
could  be  tried  in  the  short  space  of  six 
moDlbs  from  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  or 
that  in  six  montha  any  experiment  could 
be  fairly  tried  on  such  a  subject?  Now, 
what  could  possibly  bt  known  of  a  mea- 
sure sis  months  after  it  had  passed  1  Or, 
even  supposing  that  every  provision  of  Ihe 
noble  Lord's  Bill  were  known,  was  it  not 
likely  that  no  commntaiions  would  be 
effected  until  the  compulsory  part  of  it  was 
brought  to  an  issue?  With  respect  to  the 
additional  duty  proposed  to  be  laid  on 
lands  employed  for  the  cultivation  of  hops, 
all  he  need  say  was,  to  express  his  con- 
currence in  what  had  fallen  from  the  bon. 
member  for  Kent.  It  was  no  more  than 
just  that  those  who  expended  lar^  capitals 
in  the  production  of  hops  should  be  ade- 
quately protected.  If  the  noble  Lord  had 
said  that  no  additional  tithe  should  be  im- 
posed on  lands  brought  into  hop  cultiva- 
tion, what  effect  would  that  have  had? 
Why,  it  would  have  enabled  the  land  pay- 
ing the  limited  tithe,  by  converting  it  to 
the  growth  of  hopi>,  to  be  brought  into 
unfair  competition  with  the  land  paying 
the  larger  tithe  in  which  a  large  capital  had 
been  invested  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
from  it  this  particular  produce.  There 
were  only  one  or  two  other  points  to  which 
he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  noble 
Lord,  and  respecting  which  no  provi 
seemed  to  have  been  made  in  the  framing 
of  (his  Bill,  It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
noble  Lord  had  not  contemplated,  when 
the  subject  was  under  his  consideration, 
the  case  of  a  rector  and  a  vicar  receiving 
tithes  from  a  particular  parish.  There  was 
B  complete  omissinn  as  to  this  case  in 
Ihe  noble  Lord's  Bill.  No  arrangi 
bad  been  made  as  to  the  rights  of  the 
rector  and  vicar  hereafter,  although  the 
noble  Lord  ought  to  have  known  that  it 
frequently  happened  that  the  tithe  of  one 
particular  produce  in  a  parish  belonged  to 
the  rector,  and  of  another  to  the  vicar. 
He  should  like  to  know,  therefore,  wbelhei 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  noble  Lord  that 
the  land  should  pay  the  rector's  charge 
an  additional  tai?  He  cited  this  as  one 
of  many  things  which  did  not  seem  to 
have  entered  into  the  noble  Lord's  cou- 
templation  when  he  framed  this  Bill.     He 
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did  not  think  that  House  Would  suffer  on« 
n  to  be  injured  for  the  benefit  of 
ilher;  yet  what  were  they  called  on  to 
do?  Why  to  defraud  the  tithe-owner  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  contract  with  ' 
another  party,  who  alone  was  to  receive 
the  advantage.  He  thought  the  nobis 
Lord  would  be  required  to  review  his  Bill, 
in  order  to  guard  against  such  inaccuracies. 
He  did  not  know  exactly  from  the  Bill, 
how  it  was  intended  to  commute  the  tithe, 
n  each  parish.  That,  however,  was  an 
mportant  question,  and  he  should  like  to 
know  whether  the  same  commutation 
would  apply  to  all  the  lands  in  a  parish,  or 
only  to  a  part,  according  to  the  propor- 
tionate valueof  the  tithes.  These,  however, 
and  other  omissions,  be  trusted  the 
noble  Lord  would  be  able  to  supply  before 
the  Bill  got  into  Committee.  With  respect 
to  the  principle  of  the  measure,  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  offer  any  opposition  to  the 
second  reading;  for  he  was  now,  as  he 
always  had  been,  friendly  to  any  plan  by 
which  so  desirable  an  object  as  a  just  com- 
mutation of  tithes  was  likely  to  be  effected. 
Hisbelief  was,  that  byfarthe  wisest  course 
would  be  to  give  a  fair  trial  to  voluntai^ 
commutation,  because  that  alone  was  cal- 
culated to  meet  the  difficulties  in  the  great 
variety  of  cases  likely  to  arise.  On  that 
head  he  would  now  offer  no  objection,  but 
would  conclude  by  reserving  to  himself 
the  right  of  opposing  the  measure  in  any 
way  he  should  think  fit  during  its  progress 
in  Hny  of  iheother  stages. 

Mr.  Harvey  said,  that  the  Bill  involved 
two  principles — one  relating  to  the  com- 
mutation of  tithes,  and  the  other  to  ap- 
propriation. So  far  as  the  commutation 
of  tithes  was  concerned,  there  was  but  one 
feeling  either  in  that  House  or  in  the 
country.  It  had  long  been  the  opinion  of 
the  people  out  of  doors  that  a  commuta- 
tion of  tithes  ought  to  take  place,  and  it 
was  only  within  the  walls  of  that  House 
that  any  thing  like  tardiness  on  the  sub- 
ject bad  been  exhibited.  There  could  be 
no  doubt  that  it  was  most  important  to 
have  tithes  commuted  into  a  money  pay- 
ment. That  was  a  point  conceded  by  ail 
parties ;  for  so  far  as  the  principle  of  corn- 
mot  at  ion  was  concerned  the^f  were  all 
agreed.  The  question  respecting  the  pro- 
posed appropriation  was,  however,  a  much 
more  important  one,  and  on  that  subject 
there  was  no  unanimity  to  be  found  any- 
where so  perfect  as  in  that  House.  There 
was  there  what  he  might  call  a  marvellous 
2A2 
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nnanimity  exisiing,  because,  in  point  of 
fact,  the  question  of  appropriation  iavolved 
what  he  conaidered  a  moat  unjuatifiable 
concession  to  the  laaded  interest  of  this 
'  cDuntiy.  Tithes  in  their  present  form 
certainly  should  be  cban^d.  That  was 
palpable,  as  would  be  proved  by  the  fact 
that  the  value  of  land  which  vas  lithe-free 
was  much  groaler  than  that  of  land  which 
was  not,  allhough  the  land  might  be  as 
|:ood  in  (he  one  case  as  the  other.  This 
was  a  fact  that  was  well  known.  Land, 
then,  that  was  tithe-free  was  more  valuable 
than  had  that  was  subject  to  tithe;  but 
what,  he  asked,  was  the  proposition  made 
to  them  by  the  noble  Lord's  Bill  ?  Why, 
they  were  conferring;  on  the  landlord  an 
advantage,  hy  doing  that  which  would 
render  bis  property  more  valuable.  Now 
be  should  like  to  know  in  what  way  the 
tenantry,  the  occupier  of  the  land,  the 
yeoniea  of  England,  were  to  be  benefitted 
by  the  proposed  measure.  To  be  sure 
they  were  told  that  the  interests  of  these 
parlies  and  the  landlord  were  identical — 
that  they  represented  only  one  person ; 
but  while  they  gave  the  landlord  an  ad- 
vantage in  some  instances  of  forty  per 
cent,  and  in  others  twenty-five  per  cent, 
he  was  wholly  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what 
the  benefit  was,  that  they  intended  to 
fer  on  the  tenant  by  the  arrangement. 
What  advantage,  he  asked,  did  thi 
cupying  tenant  derive  under  this  Bill 
the  tithe  was  taken  away,  would  not  the 
landlord  be  free  to  let  his  ground  for  the 
full  value?  Where  was  the  benefit,  then, 
to  the  occupying  tenant  ?  They  had  a 
right  to  deal  with  tithes  as  poblic  property, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  at  large. 
They  should  take  care  that  great  public 
principles  were  not  sacrificed  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  personal  interests.  In  any 
arrangemeot  tnat  they  should  come  to  on 
this  siiliject,  they  should  recollect  that  they 
were  the  trustees  of  this  property  for  the 
community  at  large,  and  that  they  should 
legislnte  for  the  benefit  of  all,  and  not  for 
the  advantage  of  any  particular  class.  If, 
in  the  settlement  of  the  tithe  question  in 
Ireland,  they  had  felt  it  necessary  to  have 
an  appropriation  ofsome  pari  of  the  Church 
revenues  for  tlie  instruction  and  moral 
benefit  of  the  people,  why  should  they  not 
do  the  same  in  England  ?  Let  the  people 
flprive  some  benefit  from  the  settlement  oT 
this  question;  and  let  it  not  be  promul- 
gated through  the  country  that  this  House 
was  legislating  on  a  great  question  for  the 
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advancement  of  private  and  personal  inter- 
ests. He  had  no  hesitation  to  declan 
his  conviction  that  this  measure  would  be 
a  raost  unpopular  measare,  and  would  be 
received  with  any  thing  butsatisfaction  by 
the  country.  With  respect  to  that  part  of 
the  Bill  which  deducted  from  twenty-five 
to  forty  per  cent  from  the  clergyman,  he 
certainly  did  not  approve  of  taking  such 
a  sum  from  the  clergyman.  The  groaad 
alleged  was,  that  the  clergyman,  under  tbe 
proposed  plan,  would  be  saved  the  ex- 
penses of  collection,  and  have  additional 
security.  The  expense  of  collection  bote 
no  jnst  proportion  to  this  redaction.  Why, 
he  would  venture  to  state,  that  ihronghoot 
the  entire  county  of  Essex  the  tithe  was 
in  no  instance  taken  in  kind,  but  was  paid 
to  tbe  clergyman  in  money.  The  cWgy- 
man  either  had  the  tithe  collected  ia  money 
from  tbe  tithe-payers,  or  had  the  large 
tenant  to  collect  it  for  him.  He  ventured 
to  say,  that  he  did  not  think  that  the  ex- 
pense of  collection  could  much  exceed 
five  per  cent,  and  he  certainly  Ibougbt 
that  it  was  most  unfair  to  subject  the 
clergyman  to  aacb  an  injury  as  (o  make 
so  large  a  deduction  from  his  income^ 
He  certainly  did  not  want  to  manifest  any 
extraordinary  affectation  of  sympathy  for 
the  clergy.  He  certainly  had  no  hesita- 
tion to  say,  that  for  the  clergy  he  enter- 
tained respect,  and  he  thought,  that  to  a 
certain  extent,  their  righta  should  be  re- 
spected. So  far  as  regarded  the  exisiing 
cleig'y,  he  had  no  objection  tbat,  so  long 
as  they  remained,  they  should  be  allowed 
to  preserve  all  that  belonged  to  them. 
However,  with  the  same  frankness,  he 
would  avow,  that  he  sincerely  hoped  that 
the  time  would  come  when  they  would 
have  no  church  at  all.  He  repeated,  that 
in  the  measure  before  the  House  tUci* 
was  a  perfect  sacrifice  of  public  principles 
to  personal  interests,  and  he  foresaw  that 
it  would  prove  alike  injurious  to  the  church 
and  unsatisfactory  to  the  country.  He 
did  not  profess  himself  to  be  a  friend  to 
the  Church ;  but  he  would  repeat,  that,  in 
the  ungenerous  sense  of  the  term  at  least, 
he  did  not  wish  to  be  conaidered  itm 
enemy.  Although  much  opinion  had  beea 
pressed  that  evening  on  the  subject  of 
(he  measure  before  tlie  House,  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  measure  did  not  appear  to 
be  well  understood,  aoU  he  certaiulj 
thought  thai  the  more  discussion  it  received 
the  better.  He  was  of  opinion  tbat  this 
measure  would  determine  wbo  were  ik« 
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friendB  of  the  people  end  who  were  not. 
He  intended  that  night  to  take  the  sense 
of  the  House  npon  the  objections  which 
he  felt  bound  to  offer  lo  this  Bill.  He 
would  ask,  was  it  to  be  expected  that  the 
people  would  consider  BB  iri  any  way  bene- 
ficial  to  then),  a  measure  which  would  go 
to  put  4,000,000/.  a-year  into  the  hands 
of  the  landlords  of  the  country,  without 
the  least  regard  to  the  advantage  of  the 
great  bulk  of  the  people,  to  whom  a  portion 
of  those  tithes  were  originally  devoted? 
Whatever  there  was  venerable  in  the  cha- 
racter of  tithes  was  associated  with  their 
aniiqiiily.  It  was  only  in  their  antiquity 
that  iheir  true  history,  and  the  nature  and 
objects  of  their  original  institution  was  to 
be  found.  Those  tithes  had  been  diverted 
from  their  original  purposes,  and  a  large 
portion  of  them  became  the  prey  of  the 
usurpations  of  lay  impropriaiors.  Let  it 
not  then  be  said,  that  in  that  House  those 
who  had  large  and  extensive  personal  in- 
terests involved,  had  endeavoured,  as  far 
as  they  could,  lo  shield  their  own  posses- 
sions. He  trusted,  in  conclusion,  that  in 
any  settlement  of  this  question  they  should 
legislate  wiih  a  just  sense  of  the  interests 
ot  those  for  whose  advantage  a  large  por- 
tion of  those  tithes  was  originally  in- 
tended. 

Mr.  Callar  Fergusson  was  understood 
to  say,  that  he  must  protest  against  the 
observations  which  had  been  made  respect- 
ing the  measure  before  the  House.  Tiie 
hoQ.  Gentleman  had  stated  that  the  mea- 
sure went  to  sacrifice  all  other  interest*  lo 
the  advantage  of  the  hindlord.  That  doc- 
trine bad  been  oflen  enunciated  in  that 
House,  tliHt  any  deduction  from  the 
amount  of  tithes  was  for  the  beneJit  of  the 
landlord  ;  but  he  must  say,  that  id  the  ob- 
servations which  the  hon.  Member  had 
thought  fit  to  offer  on  the  measure  before 
the  House  a  more  uncandid  sEalement  of 
the  principle  of  any  Bill  had  never  beea 
put  forwanl.  The  hoD.  Member  had  said 
that  this  was  a  measure  for  the  exclusive 
advantage  of  the  tandtords.  It  was  quite 
clear,  however,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
bad  considered  the  measure  with  very  little 
attention,  and  certainly  not  with  his  usual 
ability.  There  was  no  such  thing  in  the 
Bill  as  valuation  in  the  first  instance.  The 
valuation  was  to  be  determined  by  the 
luation  for  the  previous  seven  years. 
of  the  principles  of  the  Bill  was,  that  if 
any  individual  felt  that  he  was  overcharged, 
or  that  bs  iru  called  on  to  puj  moio  than 
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he  considered  the  value  of  his  tithea,  in 
such  case  any  person  so  circumstanced 
would  have  the  right  to  apply  to  the  Com- 
missioners for  a  new  valuation.  The  right 
Gentleman  proceeded  to  contend  that 
part  of  the  measure  was  perfectly  free 
from  objections,  and  was  so  framed  as  lo 
be  conducive  to  ihe  mutual  interests  both 
of  the  tithe  owner  and  the  tithe  payer.  He 
explained  the  machinery  of  this  portion  of 
the  measure,  and  endeavoured  to  maintain 
that  the  principle  on  which  it  was  founded 
was  one  not  only  perfectly  free  from  objec- 
tions, but  entitled  to  the  fullest  approval 
both  of  the  House  and  the  country.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Southwark  had  inveighed 
against  the  measure  as  one  in  which  the 
interests  of  the  landlords  were  alone  con- 
sulted, and  at  the  same  time  he  asked 
what  benefit  did  the  occupying  tenant, 
the  tithe-payer^  derive  from  this  measure  ? 
Qui,  lie  would  ask,  in  reply,  did  not  the 
tenant  derive  more  advantage  ih;in  the 
landlord  ?  What  did  the  landlord  gain  ? 
The  tenant  would  he  merely  called  on  to 
pay  the  amount  of  his  rent-charge;  the 
benefit  of  the  reductions  nould  go  entirely 
into  ihe  pockets  of  the  tenant,  and  the 
landlord  would  not  derive  the  advantage 
of  a  single  farthing  during  the  term  of  the 
enisling  tenant's  lease.  Nothing  could  be 
more  unfounded  injustice  tlian  the  con- 
demnatory manner  in  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  spoken  oT  this  part  of  the 
Bill.  But  if  any  advantages  were  held 
lid  there  be  any 
hal  ?  Let  them 
ipotisibility  which 
idertook.  Let  them  con- 
sider Ihe  situation  in  which  this  Bill  would 
place  him.  The  landlord  would,  under 
the  operation  of  this  Bill,  stand  in  the  si- 
tuation of  a  person  liable  to  be  distrained 
for  the  payment  of  the  tithes.  The  tenant 
would  no  longer  be  liable  to  be  applied  to 
for  the  payment  of  this  charge,  and  the 
clergyman  would  have  the  great  advantage 
of  the  security  afforded  him  by  the  liability 
of  the  landlord.  There  was  this  addi- 
tional conEiideintion,  ihat  the  landlord  waa 
likely  to  lose  in  the  payment  of  the  lithe, 
for  lie  was  bound  to  pay  the  full  amount 
of  whatever  demand  the  clergyman  became 
entitled  to,  and  he  might  not  perhaps  be 
able  to  collect  that  amount  from  the  tenant. 
With  respect  to  the  deduclions  of  twenty- 
iive  or  forty  per  cent.,  he  considered  that 
as  the  clergyman  would  have  increased  se- 
curity, and  would  receive  hii  money  without 


out  to  the  landlord  c 
thing  unreasonable  it 
consider  the  increased  n 
the  landlord  i 
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trouble  or  expenie,  it  was  but  reaioaable 
that  some  deduclions  should  be  made.  He 
believed  that  would  be  admitted  on  all 
hands.  Wherever  the  valuatioD  was  not 
considered  to  be  fair,  the  Commissioners 
would  have  a  right  to  make  e  new  valua- 
tion, and  the  amount  of  the  reduction 
would  vary  from  twenty-five  to  forty  per 
cent.,  in  proportion  to  the  difficulty  that 
might  be  found  iu  collecting  the  arrears. 
He  considered  that  the  Bill  would  be  satis- 
factory tu  all  parlies,  and  have  a  fair  and 
just  regard  for  the  preservation,  upon  a 
fair  basis,  of  all  the  various  interests  con- 
cerned.  The  principles  of  this  Bill  had 
been  most  clearly  and  satisfactorily  en- 
plained  in  the  admirable  speech  of  his 
noble  Friend,  in  which  he  showed  the 
superiority  of  this  Bill  to  any  Bill  that 
had  ever  before  been  brought  forward  on 
the  subject.  There  was  oqe  point,  bow- 
ever,  which  had  not  been  mentioned, 
namely,  that  there  was  to  be  a  personal 
agreement,  as  well  as  a  periodical  agree- 
ment, as  to  the  amount  of  commutation. 
The  Dill  enacted,  that  if  any  person  found 
fault  with  his  valuation,  and  thought  that 
be  was  overcharged,  he  would  have  a  right 
to  appeal.  The  great  object  of  the  framers 
of  the  Bill  was,  to  do  injustice  to  no  per- 
son. The  measure,  in  his  opinion,  was 
fair  and  honest  towards  all  parties  con- 
cerned, and  was  by  far  the  best  and  fairest 
measure  that  had  ever  been  proposed  for 
the  commutation  of  tithes.  It  would  be 
advantageous  to  the  tithe-owner — it  would 
be  advantageous  to  the  landlord  and  to 
the  tenant.  The  great  advantage  to  the 
tenant  would  be,  that  there  would  no 
longer  be  a  tax  upon  bis  industry  and 
capital.  Al  present  the  tenant  could  oot 
place  increased  capital  in  the  improve- 
ment of  his  land,  but  it  became  liable  to 
have  a  portion  of  the  increased  produce 
taken  for  the  payment  of  tithes.  That 
would  be  the  case  no  longer,  and  the 
tenant  would  thus  be  released  from  a  very 
annoying  and  disadvantageous  impost. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  proceeded  to 
contend  that  this  measure,  if  carried,  would 
be  of  the  greatest  possible  advantage  to 
the  country.  He  referred  to  the  fact  that 
no  tilhe-iystem  existed  in  Scotland,  and 
he  attiibuted  a  great  portion  of  the  pros- 
perity of  Scotland  to  that  circumstance, 
and  he  expressed  a  confident  expectation 
that  the  measure  before  the  House  would, 
in  its  beuefictal  operation,  vindicate  itself 
from  the  objections  urg^  agvtatt  it,  and 


confer  the  most  exteniive  and  valuable 
benefits  upon  the  country. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  that  the  House 
were  to  consider  whether  there  had  been 
sue!)  a  primd facie  case  made  out  in  favour 
of  the  principle  of  the  Bill  as  would  war- 
rant them  in  permitting  it  to  be  read  a 
second  time.  Its  leading  priuciple  was, 
that  in  certain  circumstances  compulsion 
might  be  admitted.  To  that  he  did  not 
object,  provided  it  was  arranged  upon 
principles  perfectly  just  and  equitable 
towards  both  the  landowner  and  the  tenant. 
In  the  course  of  the  Bill's  progress  through 
itie  Committee,  the  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site would  have  the  power  of  ful61liog  the 
declaration  he  had  made,  and  of  moving 
an  Amendment  to'  the  effect  that  one- 
tenth  of  the  gross  produce  should  in 
every  case  be  taken  from  the  occupyiof^ 
tenant,  since  it  appeared  that  nothing 
less  would  satisfy  him~that  no  deduction 
from  the  amount  of  the  sum  which  in 
strictness  of  law  the  occupying  tenant 
should  pay  would  satisfy  him.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  aUo  proposed  that  a  por« 
tion  should  he  set  apart  for  public  pur* 
poses;  but,  even  with  that  appropriation, 
he  doubted  whether  the  measure  would 
give  satisfaction  to  the  occupying  tenant. 
He  had  listened  to  the  lucid  speech  of 
his  Majesty's  Solid  tor- General,  but  be 
could  not  say,  that  the  argument  it  con- 
tained was  BO  conclusive  to  his  mind  as  to 
induce  him  to  join  in  the  unqualified  pane- 
gyric passed  on  the  Bill  by  the  boo. 
Gentleman.  He  would,  however,  give  hie 
consent  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill; 
when  it  reached  tlie  Committee,  he  should 
facilitate,by  any  suggestions  whichoccurred 
to  him,  the  passing  of  the  Bdl,  upon 
principles  which  should  appear  to  him 
fair  and  reasonable.  The  argument  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Harvey)  was  fatal  to  any  attempt  at  ■ 
commutation  of  tithes  upon  any  principle 
whatever,  and  he  must  say  he  never  heard 
reflections  more  unjust  than  those  tfarowD 
out  by  the  hon.  Member  against  the 
landowners  who  hsd  seats  in  that  House, 
merely  because  they  were  willing  to  con- 
sider the  subject  freely,  with  a  view  to 
attempt  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  thrt 
intricate  question.  As  to  whether  75 
or  60  per  cent,  were  a  proper  aum  to 
adopt  as  a  maximum  or  nunintim,  h« 
would  give  no  opinion  whatever,  andt 
should  he  see  grounds  for  coming  to  a 
different  coacluiion,  it  vould  be  perfectly 
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competent  Tor  him  to  propose  the  adoption 
of  any  other  sum  in  Committee,  The 
bon.  and  learaed  Member  oppoiite  (the 
Solicitor-General)  had  slated  that  the  Bill 
included  the  two  priociples  of  ToluDtary 
agreement  and  compuUion,  and  (eemed 
■urpriwd  that  any  objection  should  be 
taken  againtt  a  measure  which  combined 
both.  Now,  there  might  be  cases  in 
which  voluntary  agreement  might  be  pro- 
per, and  cases  in  which  compulsory  agree- 
ment might  be  proper;  but  it  did  not 
follow  that  a  Bill  which  nnited  both  should 
receive  unqualified  assent.  The  faon.  Gen- 
tleman said,  that  the  Bill  which  he  had 
formerly  proposed  must  fail  upon  this 
account — that  the  prospect  of  voluntary 
settlement  held  out  by  it  was  so  vague, 
that  it  must  necessarily  prevent  the  ques- 
tion from  being  speedily  set  at  rest.  Now, 
he  had  said  nothing  whatever  against  the 
ultimate  adoption  of  the  principle  of  com- 
pulsion ;  but  what  he  did  say  was  this, — 
he  thoughtwhen  they  came  to  apply  that 
principle,  the  experience  they  would  have 
then  gained,  by  the  previous  attempts  to 
effect  a  voluntary  agreement  would  suggest 
better  principles  of  compulsion  than  they 
could  at  first  lay  down.  He  believed,  the 
peculiarities  of  various  parishes,  with  re- 
spect to  tithe,  to  be  so  great,  that  it  was 
diflScult  to  prescribe  in  what  cases  the 
principle  of  compulsion  could  be  with  ad- 
vantage applied  ;  but  expecting,  as  he  had 
expected,  that  there  would  be  many  cases 
of  voluntary  agreement  under  the  Bill 
vhtch  he  had  introduced,  if  he  did  not 
dedne  at  first  the  principle  of  compulsion 
to  which  he  meant  to  have  recourse,  it  nas 
because  he  thought  that  they  might 
afterwards  discover  those  principles  which 
would  be  most  consistent  with  equity,  and 
most  suit  the  infinite  variety  of  complicated 
cases  they  would  have  to  consider.  The 
noble  Lord  said,  that  this  Bill  first  allowed 
a  voluntary  agreement,  at  the  option  of 
the  parties  interested,  and  then,  in  the 
event  of  that  alternative  being  rejected, 
made  the  commutation  compulsory.  Now, 
could  the  noble  Lord  show  him  any  case 
in  which  there  could  be  a  voluntary  agree- 
uent  under  this  Bill?  The  compulsory 
principle  was  to  come  into  operation  at 
the  end  of  sla  months.  Certainly  this 
arrangement  would  favour  one  of  the  two 
parties,  the  tithe-owner  or  the  lithe-payer. 
Why  should  either  seeic  to  come  to  a  vo- 
luntary agreement  when  he  knew  that  io 
•U  mootba  aootber  principle  would  be  en- 
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forced  which  would  be  attended  with 
results  much  more  profitable  to  him  7 
How  very  improbable,  then,  that  the  vo- 
luntary principle  would  be  adopted  in  pre> 
cisely  the  same  terms  a>  those  laid  down 
by  the  Bill.  If  a  compulsory  settlement 
were  effected,  one  party  would  be  bene- 
fitted at  the  expense  of  the  other;  how, 
then,  could  they  be  expected  to  consent  to 
a  voluntary  settlement?  So  far  from  the 
compulsory  principle  being  likely  to  Uad 
to  a  satisfactory  adjustment,  if  the  prin- 
ciple to  be  eventually  applied  were  uncer- 
tain, that  very  uncertainty  would  be  much* 
more  likely  to  lead  to  a  voluntary  adjust- 
ment in  the  mean  time.  The  next  prt^ 
posal  which  the  Bill  made  was,  that  there 
should  be  parochial  agreements,  and  that 
the  consent  of  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
tithe-hoiders  should  bind  the  rest.  In  bis 
npinion  this  was  the  best  part  of  the  Bill. 
That  failing,  the  main  principle  ofthe  Bill, 
that  of  compulsion,  was  next  to  be  applied. 
This  part  of  the  Bill,  though  far  the  most 
important  one,  he  did  not  exactly  under- 
stand. He  thought  the  object  of  the 
noble  Lord  had  been  to  provide  some  prin- 
ciple by  which,  ultimately,  the  payment  of 
tithe  would  be  abolished.  But  that  object 
it  wag  impofitible  the  present  measure 
should  efi'ect.  The  Bill  did  not,  strictly 
speaking,  apply  compulsion.  After  sis 
months  have  elapsed,  the  Commis- 
sioners would  not  be  entitled  to  proceed, 
unless  there  should  be  an  application 
from  some  party  in  the  parish.  Should 
this  not  be  made,  the  tithes  would  remain 
precisely  upon  their  present  footing. 
He  confessed  he  thought  the  noble  Lord 
meant,  that  upon  an  application  from  a 
certain  number  of  inhabitants,  possessing 
the  greater  part  of  the  tithe  property,  the 
Commissionert  should  be  authorised  to 
proceed  to  the  valuation  of  the  tithe  upoa 
whatever  principles  they  might  agree 
to  adopt.  But  the  plan  ofthe  Bill  was 
lhis:~Aflerthe  expiration  of  six  months, 
if  no  voluntary  ogreemeut,  and  no  paro- 
chial agreement,  in  consequence  of  the 
decision  ofthe  majority,  should  be  effected, 
the  powers  of  the  Commissioners  would 
then  come  into  operation.  And  in  what 
manner?  Any  landowner  might  write  to 
the  Commissioners  and  require,  not  a 
compulsion  for  the  whole  parish,  but  a 
compulsory  arrangement  for  his  individual 
holding  in  it.  The  parish  might  consist 
of  10,000  acres,  and  any  man  holding  a 
liiigle  acrq  mjg;ht  apply  for  a  compulsion 
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them,  he  had  not  yet  beard  any  aatrtfae-- 
tory  solution.  He  advised  the  noble  Lord 
not  to  be  too  sanguine  that  his  measure 
would  meet  with  universal  approbation. 
The  extreme  difficult;  there  was  in  coming 
to  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  tliis  question 
induced  them  to  receive  with  favour  any 
attempt  to  overcome  these  obstacles  made 
in  the  spirit  of  fairness.  The  measure 
before  them  had  at  first  apfieared  to  him 
exceedingly  plausible,  hut  when  be  came 
to  examine  it  minutely,  defects  presented 
themselves  that  had  escaped  a  more  cursory 
observntion.  For  instance,  with  regard 
to  the  power  of  levying  tithe  in  kind  for 
non-payment  of  tithe,  as  the  landowner 
possesses  the  right  of  distress  for  non- 
payment of  rent,  since  the  former  right  was 
not  affected  by  this  Bill,  the  liberty  of 
levying  tithes  in  kind  might  be  continued 
for  a  long  series  of  years.  The  Bill  had,  in 
the  course  of  the  debate,  been  denounced 
by  tome  hon.  Members  as  the  Clergyman's 
Bill,  by  others  as  the  Landowners',  and  he 
confessed  he  heard  the  first  objection  with 
much  more  satisfaction.  He  did  hope  that 
no  Bill  would  receive  the  assent  of  that 
House  which  did  not  render  full  justice,  in 
every  particular,  to  the  rights  of  the  clergy. 
It  would  be  not  only  inconsistent  with 
justice,  but  also  detrimental  to  the  honour 
and  character  of  Parliament,  if  this  Bill 
passed  without  containing  some  such  pro- 
vision as  that  which  he  had  just  recom- 
mended. Considering  our  peculiar  situ- 
ation as  landlords,  and  also  considering 
that  the  parties  interested  are  the  clergy, 
who  have  no  direct  representatives  amongst 
us,  it  is  required,  no  less  by  a  due  sense  of 
our  own  interests  than  by  a  proper  regard 
to  the  protection  of  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  clergy,  that  we  should  not  ap- 
pear to  sanction  any  principle  which  we 
are  not  satisfied  is  consistent  with  justice. 
To  require  the  whole  100  per  cent,  for  the 
Church  would  be  an  insuperable  bar  to 
any  commutation  whatever.  He  had  no 
hesitation  in  declaring  that  a  fair  deduction 
from  the  nominal  amount  of  tithe  must  be 
made,  for  it  whs  evident  that  to  exact  the 
whole  100  per  cent,  would  be  unjust  both 
to  the  landlord  and  to  the  occupying  te- 
nant. Hedidnotwishtohaveituuaeratood 
thereby  that  he  meant  to  agree  entirely 
to  the  proportion  fixed  by  the  noble  Lord. 
As  he  said  before,  he  would  not  oppose  any 
objection  to  the  principle  of  the  measure, 
but  would  hold  himsBlfat  liberty  to  raodifjr 
it  bereaner,  fts  miglit  seem  moit  dninble 
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to  hiiMDH  of  justice;  for  the  main  consi- 
deration bj  which  he  wai  actuated  was  a 
detire  to  latitfy  the  Cbiirch  and  tbe  country 
that,  in  attempting  the  commutation  of 
tithe,  the  House  did  not  intend  in  any  way 
to  aSectthe  interetts  of  ihe  clerey. 

Lord  John  Runeil  congratulated  the 
House  that  the  discassion  on  this  Bill 
had  been  managed  with  great  fairnesB  by 
all  who  had  taken  a  share  in  it.  He 
could  assure  bon.  Members  that  the  Bill 
had  been  framed  by  himself  and  his  col- 
leagues in  the  same  spirit  in  which  it  had 
been  hitherto  discussed.  Some  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen might  say,  like  his  hon.  Friend  , 
the  Member  for  WilUhire  that  the  Bill  was 
a  Clergyman's  Bill,  although,  being  just, 
he  did  not  mean  to  object  to  it  on  ihat 
score.  Others  might  say,  like  the  hoo. 
and  learned  Member  for  Southwark,  that 
it  was  a  Landlord's  Bill,  and  therefore 
gave  undne  advantage  to  that  portion  of 
the  community.  He  could  assure  the 
Hoose  that  the  Bill  had  been  framed 
without  any  bias  to  either  of  those  parties ; 
that  it  had  been  drawn  up  in  its  present 
shape  in  order  to  produce  a  fair  settle- 
ment of  a  question  which  was  the  cause 
of  much  dissension  and  evil ;  that  it  had 
been  intended,  on  the  one  hand,  to  secure 
to  tbe  clergy  a  fair  income  proportional 
to  what  (hey  bad  a  right  to  claim  as  due 
to  their  rights  and  position  in  the  countr 
and,  on  the  other,  to  free  both  the  lam 
Jord  and  the  occupying  tenant  from 
buiden  which  was  grievous  to  those  who 
were  anxious  to  employ  their  skill  and 
capital  on  the  land.  Having  framed 
the  Bill  in  this  view,  he  was  not  surprised 
to  find  that  the  objections  urged  against 
the  Bill  from  different  quarters  of  the 
House  were  so  varions  and  contradictory 
to  eachotber.  His  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Unirersity  of  Oxford,  objected 
to  the  Bill  as  being  compulsory.  Tbe 
bon.  and  learned  Member  for  Ripon  ob- 
jected to  the  Bill  because  it  was  not  com- 
pulsory enoagh.  One  hon.  Gentleman 
considered  it  too  favourable  to  the  tithe- 
owner,  another  considered  it  too  favour- 
able to  the  tithe-payer.  Thus,  as  might 
naturally  be  expected  from  the  Bill  being 
drawn  up  without  any  bias,  it  was  op- 
posed by  the  extreme  parties  on  both  sides 
—4  proof,  as  he  contended,  that  those 
who  had  steered  a  middle  course  between 
them  had  devised  a  measure  which  ulti- 
mately would  be  satisfactory  to  all  parties. 
The  right  hoa,  Sanmet  the  Member  for 
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Tamworth  had  not  objected  (o  the  former 
part  of  the  Bill,  which  established  a  valun- 
lary  commutation  of  tithe;  nor  to  the 
latter  part  of  it,  by  which  three-fourths  of 
the  titbe-owners  might  agree  with  three- 
fourths  of  the  tithe-payers,  so  as  to  make 
an  arrangement  compulsory  upon  the  rest 
of  the  parish.  But  Iherighthon.  Baronet 
had  stated  more  than  once  that  the  ad- 
vantages would  be  greater  if  the  commu- 
tation were  made  voluntary  at  first,  and 
afterwards,  if  voluntary  commutationi 
were  not  made,  introduce  a  Bill  to  make 
compulsory  commutations,  Now,  hil 
expectations  differed  much  from  those  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet.  The  right  boa. 
"^laronet  was  obliged  to  admit  that  we 
could  not  remain  long — that  was  for  many 
years — without  coming  to  a  compulsory 
commutation.  The  question,  therefore,' 
was,  not  whether  a  Bill  should  be  intro- 
duced authorising  voluntary  commutation 
and  leaving  all  parties  in  the  belief  that 
no  other  commutation  would  be  effected, 
but  whether  they  should  pass  a  Bill  for 
the  voluntary  commutation  of  tithes, 
leaving  alt  parties  to  presume  that  a  com- 
pulsory commutation  would  follow, — so 
leaving  it  to  one  party  to  say,  "  the  rights 
of  the  church  are  such,  that  a  larger  sum 
than  \i  now  paid  will  be  due  to  it,"  and 
to  the  other  to  allege,  "What  is  now 
paid  to  the  church  is  too  much,  and  a  re- 
duction in  ihe  amount  of  the  payment 
must  be  made."  In  proposing  a  Bill  for 
voluntary  commutation,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, they  would  find  that  both 
parties  would  be  unwilling  to  make  volun- 
tary commutations,  end  would  reserve 
themselves  for  a  later  Bill,  in  the  hope 
that  a  compulsory  commutation  would  be 
more  favourable  to  their  interests.  In 
such  a  state  of  things,  though  some  in- 
stances of  voluntary  commutation  might 
happen,  he  was  far  from  thinking  that 
they  would  he  sufficiently  numerous  to 
serve  as  a  guide  to  the  country  in  making 
a  compulsory  commutation.  He  thought 
that  such  instances  of  voluntary  commu- 
tation would  be  rare  and  singular— that 
they  would  only  occur  where  the  parlies 
were  on  amicable  terms  with  each  other 
— where  either  the  owner  or  occupier  of 
the  soil  was  ready  to  grant  more  than  the 
tiihe-owaer  received  at  present,  or  where 
the  tithe-owner  received  less  than  his  due 
from  the  farmers  of  his  parish.  Under 
such  circnmstancea  he  must  contend,  that 
if  there  were  a  Tolantary  conmiutatioii, 
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it  would  not  tupply  anything  like  a  safB 
l^ide  to  direct  ai  in  making  a  compulsory 
commutation  for  the  whole  country.  The 
Tight  bon.  Baronet  had  alio  said,  that  there 
would  be  great  difficulty  when  we  came 
to  make  a  compulsory  commutation  in 
finding  a  value  for  the  tilbe  of  every  acre 
in  the  kingdom.  His  (Lord  J.  Russell's) 
feeling  was,  that  the  power  of  making  a 
voluntary  commutation,  coupled  with  the 
prospect  of  being  obliged  to  submit  to  a 
compulsory  commutation  if  B  volunlary 
one  were  not  made,  would  lead  the  parties 
to  make  fair  terms  with  each  other.  If 
they  would  not,  then  there  would  be 
meelings  of  three-fourths  of  the  tithe- 
owners  with  three-fourths  of  the  litbe- 
payers  to  ruake  arrangements,  and  where 
those  arrangemenls  were  made  satisfac- 
torily they  would  be  binding  on  the  whole 
parish.  He  thought  that  to  such  meet- 
ings the  voluntary  commutations  made 
between  individual  tithe-payers  and  the 
tithe-ownera  would  form  some  guide  as 
to  the  value  of  the  lithe.  He  thought  it 
necessary,  nevertheless,  that  in  any  Dill 
for  accomplishing,  a  compulsory  commn- 
tation  of  tithes  there  should  be  a  provision 
providing  for  a  just  and  equitable  valua- 
tion of  the  tithe,  and  he  had  accordingly 
inserted  in  this  Bill  such  a  provision,  which 
he  trusted  would  prove  satisfactory.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Kent 
had  thrown  out  two  observations,  which 
trere  well  deserving  of  attention.  He 
would  apply  his  consideration  to  the  two 
cases  which  the  right  bon.  Baronet  had 
mentioned,  and  would  see  whether  some 
provision  could  not  be  devised  to  meet 
them.  With  respect  to  (he  observation 
made  by  the  right  boo.  Member  for  the 
University  of  Cambridge  respecting  the 
claims  of  rectors  and  vicars,  he  thought 
it  applied  very  strongly  to  the  case  of 
hops.  Some  provisi<H)  he  thought  might 
be  framed  to  meet  that  case.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Chester  had 
found  fault  with  the  Bill,  because  it  con- 
tained no  provision  for  a  commutation  of 
those  tithes  which  did  not  arise  from  land, 
M  for  fish,  milk,  &c.  The  difficulty 
lested  in  this  case  upon  the  fact,  that  the 
parties  to  whom  these  payments  were 
made  were  not  always  sufficiently  known. 
With  respect  to  the  objections  which  had 
been  made  upon  this  occasion,  as  upon 
other  previous  occasions,  by  his  bon. 
Friend,  the  Member  for  the  University  of 
Oxfocd — objections  in  which  so  one  bad 


concurred  save  the  hon,  and  learned 
Member  for  Southwark,  with  whom  his 
hon.  Friend  had  had  a  great  bat  unusual 
accord  of  opinion — he  muit  say,  that  bis 
hon.  Friend  had  not  stated  the  case  furly 
when  he  represented  the  owner  of  tithes  u 
having  a  right  to  the  whole  tenth  of  tiis 
produce  of  the  land  without  any  dednctioo. 
One  very  obvious  reason  why  the  tithe- 
owner  ought  not  to  have  a  right  to  the 
whole  tenth  was,  that  the  person  who  paid 
the  tenth  of  the  produce  was  not  obliged 
to  cultivate  his  land  as  the  titlie-owoer 
pleased.  On  the  contrary,  if  his  tithe  were 
valued  at  too  high  a  rate,  be  might  escape 
from  the  difficulty  by  changing  the  culti- 
vation of  the  land,  so  that  tithe  might 
either  be  paid  to  another  person  or  not  paid 
at  all.     He  would  illustrate  what  he  meant 


□umber  of  years  a  fixed  sum  for  tithes  to 
the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Norwich.  At 
last  the  Dean  and  Chapter  took  it  into 
their  beads  that  they  were  entitled  to  a 
larger  sum,  and  demanded  it  from  his 
friend.  He  thought  that  theyasked  much 
more  than  they  were  fairly  entitled  to,  and 
in  consequence  refused  payment  of  it. 
They  persisted  in  their  demand,  and  the 
result  was  that  bis  friend  changed  the 
cultivation  of  his  land.  He  planted  every 
acre  of  it,  to  the  great  amusement  of  the 
neighbourhood,  and  no  tithe  had  been  paid 
on  it  for  the  last  twenty-one  years.  Here 
was  a  clear  proof  that  the  clergyman  had 
no  actual  right  to  the  whole  tenth  of  the 

E reduce  of  the  land.  When,  therefore, 
e  said  that  in  some  cases  60  per  cent, 
only  should  be  taken,  be  was  not  alluding 
to  those  cases  merely  where  there  bad  been 
leniency  shown  by  the  tithe-owner,  but 
also  to  those  cases  in  which  the  cultivation 
might,  and  perhaps  would, be  changed,  ao 
as  to  afiect  the  income  derivable  from 
tithes.  He  would  not  enter  further  into 
the  details  of  the  Bill  st  present.  In  the 
Committee  he  would  meet  any  suggestions 
that  might  be  made  to  him,  and  ditcuai 
them  with  the  utmost  fairness.  From  the 
manner  in  which  this  discussion  had  been' 
conducted,  he  was  rejoiced  to  find  that 
that  there  was  at  last  some  prospect  of 
settling  this  important  question,  and  that 
the  House  was  most  anxious  to  lend  itself 
fairly  and  impartially  to  a  satisfactory 
arrangement  of  it.  For  his  own  part,  he 
thought  that  it  would  be  much  better  to 
enact  a  Bill  which  was  fair  and  impartitl 
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to  all  partiei,  even  with  aome  errori,  than  to 
go  OD  Tot  two  or  tbree  yean  longer  without 
accompliihing  any  RettJement  of  it  at  all. 
The  Bill  was  read  a  Kcood  time. 

Fensiokb'  Duties  Bill].  On  Ihe 
Order  or  the  Day  being  read  for  the  second 
reading  of  this  bill, 

Mr.  Granville  Harcourt  rose  to  present 
a  petition  Troin  the  Duke  of  MsTtborough 

fraying  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  Ibe 
louse  by  counsel  against  the  passing  or 
this  bill,  which  has  been  introduced  for 
the  purpose  of  reimposing  upon  all  pen' 
sions  the  tas,  which  was  virtually  repealed 
by  an  omission  in  the  Pension  Act  of  last 
Session.  He  reminded  the  House  that 
all  pensions  now  granted  for  great  and 
illustrious  military  services  were  paid  to 
their  holders  free  from  any  deduction 
whstever,  sod  argued  that  it  never  could 
have  been  the  intention  of  the  Parliament 
of  Queen  Anne,  which  granted  to  the 
great  Duke  of  Marlborough,  for  his  vie- 
tories  at  Blenheim  and  Ramillies,  the 
pension  which  his  descendant  now  enjoyed, 
to  diminish  its  amount  by  submitting  it 
to  a  tax  of  27^  per  cent.,  which  for  some 
years  past  had  been  levied  upon  it.  He 
did  not  know  whether  he  was  in  order  in 
ofTeiing  to  preaent  this  petition  now.  He 
had  not  been  a  party  to  the  presentation 
of  it.  If  his  advice  had  been  asked,  he 
should  rather  have  suggested  the  propriety 
of  introducing  some  clause  into  the  bill 
to  exempt  the  case  of  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough B  pension  from  its  operation.  He 
hoped  that  this  bill  would,  at  any  rate, 
oBer  an  opening  for  some  discussion  of 
the  noble  Duke's  case.  Considering  the 
change  which  had  taken  place  in  the  value 
of  money  since  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne, 
and  considering  also  that  the  Parliament 
of  that  day  evidently  intended  that  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  should  in  all  future 
time  receive  the  full  amount  of  the  pension 
granted  to  the  itlustrions  hero  on  whom  it 
was  first  bestowed,  free  from  all  taxes  and 
deductions  whatsoever,  he  thought  that 
the  subject- matter  of  the  petition  was  well 
entitled  to  dispassionate  attention.  Living 
as  he  did  in  Oxfordshire,  and  representing 
as  he  did  that  county,  of  which  the  park 
and  castle  of  Blenheim  were  such  dis. 
tinguished  ornaments,  he  might  perhaps 
be  forgiven  for  stating  that  that  noble 
monument  of  national  gratitude  was  in 
tome  risk  of  not  being  luSiciently  attended 
to,  and  cf  not  being  kept  in  that  state  of 
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conaervation  which  Parliament  would  na- 
turally desire.  Aftei  several  other  obser- 
vations, which  were  quite  inaodible  in  the 
gallery,  the  hoa.  Member,  as  vre  understood 
him,  asked  leave  of  the  Speaker,  if  it  wu 
not  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  to 
bring  up  the  petition  which  he  held  in  bii 
hand. 

The  Speaker  said,  the  hon.  Member 
might  adopt  a  more  regular  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding than  that  of  presenting  the  petition. 

The  Ckanceltor  of  the  Excheqver  sug- 
gested that  the  proper  course  for  the  hon. 
Member  would  be,  to  propose  a  clause  to 
Committee  to  effect  his  object. 

Petition  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Coulburn  thought  the  House  ought 
to  have  some  information  as  to  the  grounds 
of  making  that  a  permanent  duty  which, 
from  the  period  of  its  imposition,  had 
been  only  annual.  The  preamble  of  the 
bill,  which  stated  that  doubts  had  arises 
as  to  the  right  to  levy  the  duty  after  the 
5th  of  July,  1835,  was  perfectly  nnfounded, 
for  nothing  could  be  clearer  than  that  the 
duty  could  not  be  lt:vied  after  the  expira> 
lion  of  the  Act  under  which  it  had  beea 
granted.  The  subject  admitted  of  no 
doubt. 

Mr.  Francis  Baring  assured  the  r%ht 
hon.  Gentleman  that  an  impression  did 
exist,  till  recently,  that  the  duty  might  ba 
levied,  notwithstanding  the  expiration  of 
the  annual  Act,  and  that  to  remove  all 
doubt,  and  clear  the  matter  up,  the  pre- 
sent  bill  was  brought  in.  As  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  objection  to  rendering 
that  perpetual  which  had  been  hilheitQ 
granted  annually,  if  be  would  take  into 
account  that  the  duty  amoualed  to  no 
more  than  10,000/.  a-year,  the  right  faon. 
Member  must  perceive  that  there  were  no 
great  grounds  for  jealousy  on  the  subfectt 
as  no  very  considerable  check  was  taken 
out  of  the  power  of  Parliament  by  tha 
alteration. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time. 
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Appointment  op  Borough  Maois- 
TBATXB.J  Lord  fV/iamcUffe  having  pre- 
Knted  two  petitions  from  the  city  of  Ro- 
chester, relative  to  the  recent  appointment 
of  Magistrates  there,  said  he  shDuld  at  once 
movetne  Order  of  the  Daj,  of  which  he  had 
previouil^  given  notice,  relative  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  Magistrates  in  boroughs  under 
the  Municipal  Corporaiion  Act.  He  should 
have  to  bring  before  tbeir  Lordships  certain 
circumstances  with  respect  to  the  conduct 
that  had  been  pursued  in  several  borou<;hs 
in  the  election  uf  Magistrates  under  the  Act 
of  Parliament  which  had  been  recently 
passed;  and  it  was  his  intention,  before  he 
■at  down,  to  raove  for  certain  returns  that 
would  tend  to  throw  a  considerable  light 
on  this  subject.  He  was  aware  that,  in 
malcine  this  motion,  it  was  his  duty,  as  it 
would  oe  the  duty  of  any  other  noble  Lord 
who  undertook  the  task,  to  adduce  proper 
reasons  in  support  of  it.  He  should,  there- 
fore, in  the  first  place,  remind  their  Lord- 
ihips  of  all  that  had  passed  in  that  House 
during  the  debate  on  the  Municipal  Cor- 
poration Bill.  They  had  been  told  that 
that  Bill  would  introduce  a  new  era — that 
corporate  funds  would  be  fairly  dealt  with 
— that  the  administration  of  justice  would 
be  more  pure  and  perfect — and  that  party 
and  political  feeling  would  no  longer  be  the 
Bole  passport  to  municipal  office.  They 
now  had  popular  election ;  hut  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  evils  which  hud  been  com- 
plained of  under  the  old  system  were  not 
removed.  He  confessed  that  he  lud  al- 
ways thought  that  the  accusations  against 
the  old  boroughs  were  considerably  exag- 
gerated ;  at  the  tame  time  he  admitted  that 
It  was  necessary  to  reform  those  institutions 
generally.  He  did  not  think  that  they 
were  calculated  to  carry  on  the  municipal 
government  as  it  ought  to  be  carried  on, 
and  therefore  he  felt  that  it  was  necessary 
that  they  should  be  reformed.  He  believed 
that  his  noble  Friend  behind  him  (the 
Duke  of  Welliugton),  and  many  individuals 
in  another  place,  who  had  paid  attention  to 
this  lubfect,  and  who  endeavoured  to  im- 
prove the  Bill,  acted  on  the  purest  prin- 
ciple, without  any  factious  or  parly  view. 
They  had  stated  that  it  was  necessary  that 
«  reform  should  be  eSccted,  but  they 
wished  it  to  be  a  wise  ar.d  a  temperate  re- 
form. They  wished  that  oil  undue  inf 
ence  should  be  removed  from  elections 
corporate  bodies,  that  the  people  should 
lure  B  foU  sWe  in  those  elections,  and 
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they  had  strongly  urged  this  point,  that 
while  reforming  the  eidsting  system  care 
should  be  taken  that  the  reform  was  real, 
mere  change  of  power  from 
one  political  party  to  another.  He  should, 
he  conceived,  be  able  to  prove  to  their 
Lordships  that,  instead  of  the  Bill  having 
been  productive  of  all  the  benefits  which  it 
had  been  confidently  predicted  would  flow 
from  it — instead  of  excluding  the  c^)eration 
of  party  and  political  feeling,  the  fact  was 
directly  the  other  way.  He  should  call 
the  attention  of  their  Lordships  to  the  im- 
mediate operation  of  the  Act ;  and  it  cer- 
tainly appeared  to  him,  that  not  alone  in 
the  choice  of  town- councillors,  but  even, 
still  more,  in  the  choice  of  Magistrates, 
the  principle  of  eiclunon  was  decidedly 
acted  on.  The  change  was  merely  a  change 
of  party — the  principle  of  exclusion  had 
been   preserved.     In  order  to  cotne  to  a 

;ht   understanding    upon    this    point,  it 

ts  necessary  to  look  at  the  situation  of 
corporations  before  the  new  Act  was  passed. 
Undoubtedly,  at  that  time,  the  magistrates 
and  town-councils  were  almost  all  self- 
elected — were  almost  all  of  a  certain  way 

thinking.  They  elected  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  exclusion ;  which,  previously  to  the 
repeal  of  the  Test  and  Corporation  Acts, 
and  more  especially  previously  tn  the  eman- 
cipation    of    the    Koraan    Ciitholics,   was 

'  :tly  adhered  to.  Now,  it  certainly  was 
unnatural  that  the  principle  of  not 
admitting  Dissenters  and  Roman  Ca- 
tholics into  corporations  should  have  pre- 
vailed, looking  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  times,  because,  in  fact,  before  the  re- 
peal of  the  laws  to  which  he  had  ad- 
verted, they  could  not  legally  be  admitted, 
But  he  would  fairly  confess  that  he  felt  that 
the  principle  of  exclusion  was  one  which 
ought  not,  and  could  not  be  continued; 
and  he  had,  from  that  feeling,  told  many 
members  of  corporations,  that  if  they  per- 
sisted in  that  system  of  exclusion,  they 
would  force  upon  the  Crown  and  upon 
Parliament  the.  necessity  of  interfering  to 
effect  an  alteration  in  the  system.  Such 
a  sentiment  was  entertained  generally,  and 
in  consequence  Government  introduced  the 
Municipal  Corporation  Bill.  When  that 
Bill  came  up  from  the  House  of  Commons 
it  was  the  duty  of  their  Lordships  to  see 
whether  its  provisions  were  likely  to  insure 
all  the  purposes  for  eficcting  which  the 
measure  was  proposed.  The  first  thing 
which  naturally  struck  them  was,  to  take 
special  care  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
town-councUlon  should  be  appointed  j  und 
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next,  to  separate  that  nhicli  bad  reference 
to  the  administration  of  justice  from  the 
other  parts  of  the  Bill.  ThemeBsure,  asii 
came  to  that  House,  gave  the  town-couU' 
cils  the  power  of  nominating  justices,  leav< 
ing  a  veto  only  to  the  Crown.  The!) 
Lordships  hod  prudently  altered  thai 
clause,  so  as  to  take  the  nomination  entirely 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  town-council. 
That  alteration,  it  appeared  to  him  at  the 
time,  was  likely  to  insure  the  efficiency  of 
this  part  of  the  Bill ;  but  he  regretted 
eeedingly  that  drcinngtances  had  since 
curred  which  showed  bow  that  provi! 
might  he  evaded.  Thebill,  amended  by  their 
Lordships  was  afterwards  sent  down  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  they  allknew 
that  this  particular  amendment  of  their 
Lordships  was  at  first  rejected,  and  that 
the  Commons  insiEted  upon  letaining  the 
original  clause.  When  the  Bill  was  again 
returned,  thdr  Lordships  most  wisely  and 
prudently  insisted  upon  their  amendment ; 
and  he  undoubtedly  had  read  with  great 
surprise  that,  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
which  took  place  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
after  the  Bill  had  been  sent  down  a  second 
time,  on  that  occasion  the  nohle  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department — the 
leader  of  the  House  of  Commons — had 
stood  up  in  his  place,  and  {not  using  these 
Tery  words,  but  words  to  the  same  effect) 
bad  stated—"  that  it  did  not  much  matter 
what  their  Lordships  had  done  in  this 
case ;  for,  so  long  as  he  and  his  colleagues 
remained  in  office,  tfaeopinionof  the  town- 
councils  would  bave  the  greatest  weight 
with  them.'*  It  appeared  to  him  that  a 
Minister  of  State  who,  after  a  Bill  had 
passed  their  Lordships'  House,  would  thus 
stand  up  in  his  place,  and  tell  the  people 
of  England,"  It  is  true  the  Parliament  have 
agreed  to  such  a  clause,  but  I  will  show 
you  how  it  shall  he  evaded,"  acted  in  a  most 
unjustifiable  manner.  It  appeared  to  him, 
he  repeated,  to  he  one  of  the  most  unjusti- 
fiable declarations  that  could  possibly  be 
made.  In  thb  state  the  hill  had  passed — 
such  was  thelaw;  and  that  being  thecasethe 
next  question  was,  how  had  it  operated.  The 
election  of  town -councillors  turned  out 
just  as  he  expected  that  it  would.  The 
great  body  of  the  voters,  in  many 
boroughs,  had  got  rid  of  the  old 
town -councillors,  who  were  all  of  a 
particular  class  of  politics — a  result  which, 
from  the  beginning,  he  expected.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  it  was  quite  natural  for 
those  who  had  been  so  long  excluded  from 
■-'-■»  thin  step.     He,   however. 
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confessed  to  thdi  Lordships  (and  he  diid 
not  doubt  that  such  would  be  the  fact)  that, 
in  spite  of  any  improper  elections  that  had 
been  made,  he  did  hope,  that  in  the  end  the 
result  of  this  Bill  would  be  a  fair  represent 
tation  of  all  parties ;  and,  therefore,  be 
would  say  no  more  upon  the  subject  of 
elections.  He  was,  however,  compelled  to 
refer  to  the  proceedings  of  the  town- 
councils.  Those  proceedings  showed  most 
clearly  that  of  all  people  in  the  world,  those 
bodies  were  the  Tery  last  to  whom  the 
Secretary  of  State  should  have  applied  for 
information  with  reference  to  those  whom 
they  conceived  to  he  fit  to  act  as  magis- 
trates. They  had,  it  should  be  observed, 
just  achieved  a  victory — they  were  flushed 
with  triumph,  and  it  was  at  that  moment 
of  heat  and  excitation  that  the  noble  Se- 
cretary called  upon  them  for  advice.  Tba 
result  was,  as  might  be  expected,  that  the 
lists  for  the  magistracy  sent  up  by  the 
town-councils  consisted  entirely  of  men 
of  one  set  of  opinions  in  politics.  In  some 
instances  there  might  be  found  one,  two, 
three,  or  four  persons  of  Conservative  opin- 
ions returned,  but  somehow  or  other  it 
always  happened  that  they  were  rejected. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  were  some  bo- 
roughs where  the  majority  of  the  town- 
council  had  been  returned,  of  Conser- 
vative o^nnions,  and,  to  their  honour, 
the  lists  of  magistrates  sent  up  by 
them  were  distinguished  by  a  very  liberal 
spirit.  He  would  first  instance  the 
borough  of  Southampton.  The  majority 
of  the  town-council  there  was  Conser- 
vative ;  yet,  to  their  credit,  they  sent  up  a 
list  of  ten  persons  as  fit  for  magistrates, 
five  of  each  party.  In  a  letter  ^dressed 
to  him,  five  were  described  as  Conservatives 
and  five  who  were  sometimes  called  Conser- 
vative Whigs,  sometimes  Whigs,  sometimes 
Whig  Radicals,  and  sometimes  plain  Radi- 
cals. Some  of  these  terms  he  certainly  did 
not  understand.  Between  the  Whig 
Radical  and  the  Radical  being  the  extreme 
of  the  party,  be  undoubtedly  could  perceive 
no  difierence,  and  unquestionably  he  knew 
not  how  the  Whig  and  the  Radical  could 

have  come  to  a  point  of  conjunction. 

next  borough  to  which  he  would  refer 
was  that  of  Guildford.  There  also  the 
majority  of  the  town-council  was  Conser- 
vative. They  returned  a  list  of  twelve 
names,  of  which  nine  were  Conservatives 
id  three  were  Liberals.  He  would  next 
_  I  to  Bristol,  where  there  was  a  very 
considerable  majority  of  Conservatives,  and 
they  sent  up  a  list  coniisting  of  twelve 
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Consemtires  and  twelre  Whiffs.  Exeter 
wai  mainly  Conservative,  yei  they  had  re- 
turned eight  ConiervativeB  and  four  Whigs. 
Again,  at  llcheater,  the  great  majority  of 
the  town-council  was  Conservative,  yet 
their  l!sC  of  magistrates  comprised  individu- 
als of  both  parlies.  He  ought  to  observe 
to  their  Lordships,  that  no  sooner  were 
the  elections  over  than  a  circular  waa  issued 
from  the  Secretary  of  State's  Office,  calling 
upon  the  different  town-councils  to  send 
up  a  list  of  the  individuals  elected,  and 
pointing  out  those  whom  they  recommended 
to  be  appointed  magistrates.  The  first 
Bpon  the  list  was  Norwich,  where  twelve 
Conservatives  had  been  elected  to  seventeen 
Liberals.  Nest  came  Yarmouth,  which 
had  placed  on  the  town-council  seventeen 
Liberals  and  three  Conservatives.  The 
town-council  of  Warwick  was  placed  'pre- 
cisely in  the  same  ^tuation.  They  had 
elected  twenty  persons,  of  whom  twelve 
were  stated  to  he  Whigs,  one  doubtful, 
and  seven  Tories,  and  what  appeared  to  be 
very  extraordinary  was,  that  out  of  those 
Tories,  as  they  were  called,  who  were  thus 
nomiaated,  one  was  eighty-one  years  of 
age,  and  another  seventy.  At  Cambridge 
and  Liverpool  scarcely  any  persons  were 
proposed  as  being  fit  to  act  as  magistrates 
whose  pnliticB  were  of  a  Conservative 
nature,  Leeds  had  sent  up  a  list  of  seven- 
teen Liberals  and  one  Conservative  j  and 
Coventry,  under  the  same  circumstances, 
had  sent  up  a  list  in  the  proportion  of 
twelve  to  one.  [Viscount  Melbourne  : 
How  does  the  noble  Lord  know  the  politics 
of  all  these  people.]  The  noble  Viscount 
might  look  at  one  of  the  newspapers  which 
supported  hisown  Government,  and  there  he 
could  easily  ascertain  the  fact.  He  would 
sot  go  through  the  whole  list  of  baroushs, 
because  the  same  system  evidently  prevailed 
1q  every  case.  Men  were  excluded  on 
account  of  their  political  feeling,  as  was 
particularly  mBnifested  rfith  respect  to  the 
rejection  of  the  individual  who  had,  in 
the  preceding  year,  filled  tho  situation  of 
nta^or  of  Newcaslle-on-Tyne,  ivho  was 
poifectly  acnuainted  with  his  dnty,  whose 
■ervices  would  have  been  most  valuable,  and 
were  indeed  considered  highly  valuable  in 
the  eyes  of  the  town.  He  quite  agreed  in 
the  doctrine  laid  down  on  a  former  evening 
hy  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the 
woolsack,  with  respect  to  the  appointment 
of  magiitmtes.  lie  admitted  that  it  was 
the  dutv  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  of 
thoM  wtia  advised  his  Majesty  on  this  sub- 
ject, not  to  act  upon  tho  opinion  of  the 


Lord  Lieutenant— or  of  any  individual  ot 
set  of  individuals — in  appointing  magi»- 
trates,  but  to  satisfy  themselveg  aa  to  who 
were  the  individuals  best  fitted  to  fill  the 
important  ^tuation  of  Magittratei.  But, 
surely,  as  he  had  said  before,  men  who 
were  strongly  excited — men  whose  politi- 
cal feelings  leaned  all  one  way— men 
whose  passions  had  so  recently  been  exas- 
perated, were  not  the  proper  persons  to 
give  advice  on  a  matter  of  so  much  impor- 
tance as  the  selection  of  magistrates.  He 
would  now  refer  to  some  towns  of  great 
magnitude  in  which  there  had  been  con- 
tested elections.  In  Leeds  the  magistracy 
was  contested,  and  he  would  just  read  an 
extract  from  the  lost  Report  of^the  Munici- 
pal Commissioners  with  reference  to  their 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  corporation 
of  that  town.  They  said, "  The  great 
respectability  of  thepresent  m^bersof  the 
corporation,  and  their  impartial  conduct  in 
the  administration  of  justice,  are  univenally 
admitted."  If  this  were  the  case,  when 
the  corporation  was  to  be  renewed,  and 
justices  were  to  be  appointed,  why  were 
the  services  of  those  individuals,  which 
were  thus  handsomely  acknowledged,  not 
rendered  available  ?  Why  were  those  per- 
sons rejected  t  No,  the  town-council  had 
sent  up  the  names  of  seventeen  persona 
who  were  opposed  to  the  old  corporation, 
and  the  name  of  one  who  had  been  a 
member  of  it.  They  had  also  thought  fit 
to  make  an  individual  a  member  of  ths 
corporation  who  was  the  editor  of  a  party 
paper.  A  deputation  was  sent  up  to 
represent  the  iiApropriety  of  this  nomina- 
tion of  Magistrates.  The  Secretary  of 
State,  however,  retained  fourteen  of  these 
persons.  Three  names  were  introduced 
by  the  noble  Secretary,  but  of  these  only 
one  cotild  act.  One  of  them  wag  no  longer 
eligible,  not  having  an  estate  in  the  locality  ; 
the  second  was  a  surgeon  in  extensive 
practice,  who  could  not  spare  time  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  a  Magistrate ;  and  the 
third  was  the  son  of  a  great  manufacturer 
in  the  neighbourhood.  Now,  he  would 
only  ask,  could  the  people  of  Leeds  be 
satisfied  when  they  found  the  town-coun- 
cil nominating  none  but  persons  who  pro- 
fessed one  particular  line  of  politics  i  It 
was  impossible  that  they  could  be  satisfied. 
He  might  be  told,  that  the  office  of  a 
Magistrate  was  not  one  of  emolument,  and 
was  not  one  of  influence  in  countiee.  In 
towns,  however,  it  was  one  of  ooDMderable 
importnnce,  especially  so  in  a  borough 
where  there  was  a  contested  election,  and 
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wben  partjr  ipirit  ran  high.  £nry  man 
wiibed  to  be  distinguubed,  and  to  fill  a 
certaiii  rank  in  society  ;  but  no  individual 
would  like  to  have  a  mark  put  upon  biro 
on  account  of  bis  political  opinions.  One 
of  tbe  reasons  advanced  for  pasains  tbe 
Munidpal  Corporatiuns  Bill  was,  that  it 
would  remove  all  invidious  distinction! ; 
but  he  could  not  see  bow  that  principle 
was  reconcileable  with  the  fact  of  tbe 
Government  Betting  aside  all  those  who 
diSered  from  them  in  political  opinion.  In 
Liverpotd  great  dissatisfaction  was  felt 
towards  tbe  old  corporation,  but  dissatisfac- 
tion  was  also  felt  at  theconduct  of  tbe  new 
corporation.  It  was  an  extraordinary 
thing,  but  the  fact  was,  that  only  one 
person  who  had  acted  as  a  M^iitiate  when 
the  old  corporation  was  in  existence  had 
been  re-appointed ;  and  their  Lordships 
tbenuelves  could  not  be  more  surprised  if 
thej  were  nominated  to  act  as  Magistrates 
at  Liverpool  than  were  tbe  persons  who 
had  been  appointed.  With  respect  tii 
Coventry,  he  admitted  that  tbe  Report  of 
tbe  Commissoners  was  not  so  favourable 
as  it  was  with  respect  to  the  corpnration  of 
Leeds.  But  he  would  ask  the  Govern- 
ment whethertbey  could  not  have  selected 
01  Magistrates  for  that  town  highly  respect- 
able penons,  of  Conservative  principles, 
who  would  have  been  perfectly  qua]i6ed 
for  the  office,  instead  of  taking  then: 
from  the  opposite  party.  Why  were 
iucb  persons  selected  ?  Why  were 
th^  to  be  marked  on  account  of  their 
political  opinions?  The  same  system 
pursued  at  Yarmouth.  Out  of  the  list  of 
persons  sent  up  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
two,  who  were  attomies,  were  objected  to 
on  account  of  their  political  principles,  and 
others  were  substituted  for  them.  With 
respect  to  the  nomination  of  Magistrates  for 
Iiceds,  it  was  a  curious  circumstance  that 
the  names  of  the  penons  who  were  to  be  ap- 
pointed were  published  in  a  party  paper 
there  on  tbe  Saturday,  although  tbe  Mayor 
was  not  put  in  possession  of  the  information 
until  the  Tuesday  following.  With  re- 
spect to  Guildford,  what  bad  been  tbe 
conduct  of  Gctvernment }  Why,  of  the 
nine  Conservatives  who  had  been  sent  up, 
several  had  been  thrown  overboard  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  persons  were  selected 
who  had  voted  for  the  Whig  candidate  at 
the  last  election.  Wlgan  was  a  place  of 
considerable  importance,  snd  where  he  be- 
lieved liberal  principles  prevailed  to  a  great 
extent.  The  town>council  of  that  borough 
had  lent  up  a  list  (tf  Magietntei,  '  one 
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of  whom  were  on  the  Radical  ride.  Tm 
memorials  were  in  consequence  sent  up, 
complaining  of  the  selection  which  had  been 
made,  calling  for  inquiry,  and  praying  that 
certain  gentlemen  named  in  the  metnorial 
might  be  placed  in  the  Commitaion  of  the 
Peace.  The  answer  from  the  Home  Office 
— "  That  before  the  arrival  of  tbe  me- 
al, the  individuals  placed  on  tbe  list 
had  been  appointed  to  the  situation."  To 
this  statement  the  person  who  forwarded 
the  memorial  answered,  "That  tbe  recom- 
mendation of  tbe  town-council  could  scarce- 
ly have  been  in  the  noble  Secretary's  hands 
at  tbe  time  of  sending  up  the  memorials 
and  on  behalf  of  tbe  gentleman  who  bad 
memorialised  the  noble  Secretary,  he  beg- 
ged leave  to  remonstrate  against  the  course 
which  the  noble  Secretary  bad  pursued,  and 
to  request  that  an  inquiry  might  be  insti- 
tuted with  reference  to  the  persons  named 
by  the  townu:ouncil,  and  that  the  Commis- 
sion  should  be  staid  until  that  inquiry 
wus  concluded."  The  writer  also  "  begged 
leave  to  remind  tbe  noble  Secretary,  tbat 
before  tbe  recommendation  was  sent  up  a 
letter,  signed  by  SOO  respectable  individuals, 
protesting  against  the  nomination,  bad  been 
transmitted  to  the  noble  Secretarv."  This 
was  a  very  extraordinary  transaction.  Here 
a  request  was  made  for  the  insertion  of  cer- 
tain names,  and  for  an  inquiry  into  tbe 
qualiBcations  of  tbe  persons  recommended 
by  the  town-council,  but  neither  repre- 
sentation was  attended  to.  As  to  tbe  nomi- 
nation of  Mwistrates  for  Rochester  it  was, 
a  subject  of  loud  complaint,  not  only  be- 
cause none  but  Radicals  bad  been  appointed 
by  Government,  but  because  tbat  appoint- 
ment was  procured  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  the  two  sitting  Members  for 
tbat  city  ono  of  whom  had  carried  his 
election  by  a  majority  of  one  vote.  The 
numbers  in  the  town-council  were  equal 
when  the  contested  lists  of  Magistrates  were 
put  to  the  vote.  There  vrere  nine  on  each 
side,  and  of  course  neither  lists  could  be 
carried.  But  the  matter  was  settled  by  a 
letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  State,  declaring 
that  he  had  appointed  nz  individuals,  all  of 
whom  were  Radicals.  Well,  then,  at  Bo* 
Chester  tbey  could  not  proceed  with  the 


election,  and,  consequently,  upon  this  there 
came  down  a  Commission,  in  which  the 
names  of  six  persons  of  liberal  politics  were 
enrolled,  and  amongst  them  was  the  name 
of  one  gentleman,  who  could  not,  he  believed, 
act  as  a  Magistrate.  Tbat  gentleman  was 
brother  of  one  of  the  Memben  for  Porta- 
mouthi  and  was  collector  of  tbe  Customs. 
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Kow,  it  must  be  perfectly  notorioiu  tbat  in 
Bucb  a  place  as  Rochester  there  must  be 
nuinecous  o&eDcea  against  the  Excue  and 
Ciutom  latrs.  Under  these  circumstances, 
be  thought  that  gentleniBn  must  be  inca- 
pable ofactine  as  a  Magistrate.  Id  conie- 
quence  of  tbis  selection  made  by  Govern- 
ment, a  deputation  was  appointed,  wbicb, 
in  the  first  instance,  waited  upon  Sir 
Edward  Knatchbull,  and  afterwards  pro- ' 
ceeded  to  the  office  rf  the  Home- Secretary. 
They  informed  his  Lordsbip,  that,  in  their 
opinion,  there  must  have  been  some  mis- 
takej  the  answer  maJe  by  Lord  John 
Hussell  was,  that  tbe  persona  so  appointed 
had  been  recommended  to  bira  by  the  Mem. 
bers  for  Bochester,  Mr.  Bemij  and  Mr. 
Hodges,  from  whom  he  understood  they 
were  most  respectable  men.  Now  here  was 
a  case  in  which  the  Secretary  fur  the 
Home  Department  took  the  opinion,  not  of 
the  town-council,  bul  of  tbe  Members  in 
Parliament  for  the  borough.  The  town, 
council  bad  come  to  a  determination  not  to 
do  any  bumness,  and  not  to  recommend 
anybody.  When  the  noble  Secretary  was 
informed  of  this,  he  said  he  bad  never  heard 
it  before.  But  then  be  took  other  ground, 
and  said  that  the  old  Magistrates  had  re- 
fused to  act.  Now,  he  was  informed  that 
this  statement  wai  not  correct.  He  spaVe 
upon  tbe  authority  of  aome  of  these  Magis- 
tratei  themselves.  The  misconception  arose 
from  tliift— there  had  been  an  endeavour  to 
implicate  tbe  old  Mu^strates  in  such  a 
course  of  proceeding,  but  they  were  too 
wise  to  sufier  themselves  to  be  entrapped. 
They  went  to  the  petit  sesnons,  but  there 
was  only  one  Magistrate  on  the  bench.  A 
secood  time  they  went,  and  still  there 
butoi      "     ■ 


not  swear  them  alone,  but  thai  another 
Magistrate,  naming  him,  was  in  town,  and 
that  be  would  go  with  them  to  that  gentle- 
man, aod  get  them  sworn  in,  or  else  they 
might  return  again  on  tbe  Saturday.  I'he 
Magistrates  assured  him  that  no  such  words 
as  those  attributed  to  them  had  been  used, 
but  that  an  attempt  had  been  made  to 
entrap  them.  Tbe  noble  Secretary  then 
said,  he  would  consider  tbe  case,  adding, 
however,  to  the  deputation,  that  they  must 
not  be  mirpnsed  tf  he  placed  more  con- 
fidence in  the  Members  for  the  borough 
than  in  them.  Might  it  not,  then,  be 
asked,  were  the  new  municipal  corpora- 
tions  to  be  made  use  of  for  party  purposes? 
Let  them  see  what  one  of  the  Minis- 
terial organs  said  upon  the  subject.  The 
noble  Lord  read  the    following  passage. 
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"Acorrespondentat  Rochester  laports  tout, 
with  great  approbation,  tbe  appointment 
of  six  Liberal  Magistrates  for  that  town> 
Our  readers  will  remember  that  at  the  late 
election  of  councUlon  under  the  Municipal 
Reform  Act  the  number  of  Reformers  and 
Tories  were  equal.  The  Liberal  [lortion 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Rochester  dreaded  the 
possibility  of  the  Magistrates  being  also 
appijinted  in  the  same  proportion  with 
regard  to  principles.  The  Government 
has  relieved  them  from  this  apprehension, 
and  decided  in  favour  of  an  entirely  Libe- 
ral magistracy.  We  sympathize  with  the 
^ood  people  of  Rochester,  who  now  exult 
in  their  triumph  ;  but  we  do  not  believe 
that  Lord  John  Russell  would  connder  any 
strong  expresaioni  of  approbation  to  ha 
a  high  compliment  for  doing  that  which 
if  not  done  would  have  been,  on  bis  part, 
weakness  and  inconsistency.  The  time  is 
gone  by  for  any  puerileattempt  to  conciliate 
the  Tories.  We  trust  that  the  inrariaUe 
plan  of  the  Liberal  Government  henceforth 
will  be  to  support  their  own  principles,  by 


preferring  their  own  friends.  TIus  is  the 
only  way  effectually  to  contend  with  a 
powerful  faction  like  that  of  the  Tories, 
and  is  essential  to  promote  improvement." 
The  Ministers,  their  Lordships  would  ob< 
serve,  had  their  lesson.  They  were  ex* 
pressly  totd  they  were  to  use  the  powers 
committed  to  them  in  such  cases  for  party 
purposes,  and  that  they  were  invariably  to 
promote  those  persons  who  supported  their 
Government.  He  hoped  and  believed  the 
noble  Lords  opposite  would  repudiate  such 
doctrines ;  he  had  said  he  believed,  because 
he  would  not  impute  to  any  gentleman 
conduct  of  which  he  would  not  be  guilty 
himself.  He  hoped  Government  bad  been 
unwittingly  deceived  into  this  courw  of 
proceeding  ;  that  they  had  been  induced  to 
put  themselves  into  the  hands  of  the  two 
gentlemen  he  had  named  in  doing  that 
which  they  had  done ;  but  certainly  the 
sooner  it  was  undone  the  better  would  it  be 
for  the  credit  of  the  members  for  the  bo- 
rough, the  Home  Secretary,  and  the  Go- 
vernment of  which  he  whs  a  member.  Thg 
noble  Lord  then  referred  to  LordJohnRu^ 
sell's  circular  letter  to  the  town-councils,  and 
said  he  would  appeal  to  the  noble  Secretary 
for  the  Home  Department ;  he  appealed 
to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  tbe  wool- 
sack, who  had  affixed  the  Great  Seal  to  the 
Commission,  whether  an  advisable  or  b»- 
coming  line  of  conduct  had  been  pursued 
upon  the  occasion.  He  had  other  proofs, 
which,  if  not  actually  conclusive  in  a  court 
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of  jastice,  were  quite  utiRfactory  to  hit 
mind.  He  had  other  proofs  on  the  subject, 
but  he  did  nut  think  it  necessaiy  to  trouble 
their  Lordships  with  them.  There  was  a 
case  at  Dover  to  which  he  wished  to  refer. 
It  appeared  to  be  one  of  hardship  and 
cruelty.  At  Dover  it  was  well  known 
that  there  had  been  some  strungly-contested 
elections  for  Members  uf  Parliament ;  there 
was,  consequentlj,  as  it  might  be  supposed, 
a  good  deal  of  party  spirit  in  the  town. 
There  were  some  labourers  who  occupied 
Covemnient  houses  within  the  borough, 
and  the  complaint  ogninst  them,  after  the 
recent  election  of  town- councillors,  was, 
that  they  being  employed  by  GovernmeoL 
had  voted  upon  a  particular  side.  Why, 
what  had  this  to  do  with  the  matter  c* 
Was  it  not  one.pf  the  great  objects  of  this 
Municipal  Reform  that  the  people  of  each 
town  should  have  the  management  of  their 
own  affairs,  and  that  every  man  properly 
qualiHed  should  exercise  his  own  dis- 
cretion in  the  choice  of  those  to  whom  they 
would  commit  the  guardianship  of  tlieir  in- 
terests ?  But  to  proceed  :  a  Commission 
was  sent  down  to  Dover.  Colonel  Leith 
Hay,  Secretary  of  the  Ordnance,  and 
Colonel  FonsIiBwe  were  sent  to  inquire. 
The  inquiry  was  made,  and  the  result  of  it 
wa«,  that  thiee  labourers  who  had  voted 
in  a  particular  way  received  notice  to  quit 
their  houses,  which  ibey  held  from  Go- 
vemmeut,  in  a  month.  On  Sunday  last, 
however,  a  letter  was  received  at  Dover, 
in  which  theae  notices  were  withdrawn. 
It  would  appear  as  if  something  had  occur- 
red which  rendered  it  advisable  to  recal 
this  act  of  cruelty.  It  was  also  alleged 
that  a  storekeeper  whose  ofience  was  of  the 
tame  nature,  and  who  had  inhabited  a 
house  of  his  own  for  the  lost  twenty  years, 
had  also  been  treated  with  unbecoming 
severity.  These  were  facts,  from  which 
he  left  their  Lordships  to  draw  their 
own  conclusion,  and  to  determine  whether 
it  hod  not  been  intended  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  make  the  municipal  eleclions  con- 
duce to  the  furtherance  of  political  objects. 
He  feared  that  he  must  have  wearied  their 
Lordships;  hut  he  was  now  about  to  draw  to 
a  conclusion.  He  knew  that  a  defence  to 
what  he  had  urged  would  he  attempted  on 
grounds  which  he  had  before  heisi  put 
forth  in  that  House — namely,  that  there 
hod  been  partiality  upon  the  part  of  the 
old  Magistrates.  He  did  certainly  believe 
that  this  was  nut  the  fact,  A  majoriiy  of 
the  old  mogusti'acy  in  boroughs  might,  it 
was  certain,   have  been  of  Conservative 
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principles,  but  if  they  were  to  take  any 
Commission  of  the  Peace  for  any  district  of 
the  country,  they  would  find  that  the  same 
might  be  a^rraed  of  it.  And  let  it  not  be 
said  that  this  aroje  from  any  refusal  to 
appoint  gentlemen  sharing  the  opinions  of 
the  present  Administration— let  it  not  be 
said  that  there  was  any  unfair  exclusion. 
No,  the  truth  was,  that  tbree-fourthi  of 
the  gentry  of  the  country  enjoying  a 
station  sutficiently  high  to  enable  them  to 
belong  to  the  magistracy,  were  Cnnser< 
vativea.  Had  he  nut  authority  for  this 
statement,  which  the  noble  Lords  oppo- 
site would  scarcely  think  it  proper  to 
impugn  ?  He  had.  In  the  Ediiihurgh 
Review,  the  ablest  supporter  of  the  Minis- 
ters* politics:  the  fact  was  positively  and  dis- 
tinctly stated,  that  of  the  whole  number  of 
individuals  enjoying  an  income  of  above 
500/.  a-year,  the  great  majority  were  on 
the  Conservative  side.  He  could  certainly 
say,  that  in  his  own  county  he  knew  no 
instance  in  which  a  man  had  been  ex- 
cluded from  the  magistracy  on  account  of 
his  politics.  He  was,  undoubtedly,  ac- 
quainted with  cases  in  which  individuals, 
well  known  as  agitators,  were  refused  the 
Commission  of  the  peace,  for  it  was  thought 
that  there  could  be  no  worse  conservators 
of  the  peace  than  men  who  were  always 
tempting  the  people  to  break  it.  He  could 
give  an  instance  in  which  this  wise  and  be- 
coming  feeling  had  operated,  without  going 
out  of  the  county  in  which  their  Lordships 
then  stood.  It  should  be  remembered,  that 
Lords,  lieu  tenant  of  counties  acted  under  a 
serious  responsibility.  They  bad  not  alone 
to  see  that  the  peace  was  preserved,  and 
that  justice  was  duly  administered,  hut  that 
it  was  administered  with  decency,  and  after 
such  a  manner,  and  with  such  temper  and 
discretion,  as  should  give  satiBfaction  to  the 
people.  If,  therefore,  an  individual  were 
not  of  that  character  which  would  enable 
him  to  administer  justice  decorously,  and 
to  the  public  benefit,  the  Lord-lieutenant 
was  not  to  be  expected  to  put  him  on  the 
Commifuion  merely  because  he  asked,  nor 
was  it  fair  to  say  that  such  a  man  had  been 
excluded  for  his  politics.  He  would  then 
ask  their  Lordships,  was  this  the  way  in 
which  this  great  measure  of  municipal  re- 
form was  to  be  worked  out  ?  Were  they, 
indeed,  to  have  in  all  the  boroughs.  Magis- 
trates ofhut  one  party — Magistrates  elected 
for  party  purposes — he  might  almost  say 
for  Pailiameiitury  purpuseiif  If  this  were 
refurm,  he  would  have  none  of  it,  if  he 
could  help  it.  He  wa*  readv  tu  ^g*  Ikot 
'      2B 
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he  acMtrded  equal  justice;  but  he  never 
ffoulil  bean  advocate  foratpeciei of  refurm 
which  declared  that  one  patty  ihould  have 
all  the  power,  and  that  the  other  shouid 
be  excluded  absolutely.  He  would  a^in 
tail  on  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the 
Woolfack  to  loolc  to  tliese  appointmenti. 
The  reiponiibility  lay  with  hiro.  It  wai  a 
new  thing  to  hear  of  a  Secretary  of  State 
iaterfering  in  guch  matteri.  That  noble 
and  learned  Lord  had  fairly  and  honour- 
able won  hit  high  fltation — had  earned  hii 
sreat  pTeferraent  fay  diligence,  ability,  leam- 
mi;,  and,  he  doubted  not,  every  quality 
which  could  adorn  the  office  that  he  filled, 
and  he  now  called  on  him  not  to  allow 
the  ermine  to  be  tullted  by  luch  appoint- 
mentii.  If  he  refused  to  lanction  them,  it 
would  redound  to  his  owd  honour,  and 
promote  the  credit  of  the  Government  with 
which  he  wai  connected.  The  noble  Lord 
concluded  by  moving,  "  That  an  humble 
addreu  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  pray, 
ing  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
order  that  there  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  a  copy  of  a  circular  letter  od- 
dreesed  by  Lord  John  Russell  to  the  Town 
Clerks  or  other  officers  of  the  several  Mu- 
nicipal Borougbi ;  also  copies  of  the  lists 
of  {lersoni  sent  up  from  the  Town  Councils 
as  recommended  for  the  offiae  of  Magistrate; 
aln  copies  of  the  lists  of  names  of  persons 
assented  to  by  the  Oovemment  and  ap- 
pointed," 

Viscount  Melbourne  said,  tbat  before  he 
proceeded  to  make  any  observations  upon 
the  noble  Baron's  Motion,  and  before  he 
■hould  offer  any  remarks  upon  the  facts  the 
noble  Baron  had  adduced— facts  concemine 
which  he  had  certainly  received  a  sort  i« 
general  notice— but  at  the  same  time,  as  it 
appeared,  facts  of  such  a  very  particular 
and  minute  nature  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances, he  (Lord  Melbourne)  could  not  be 
expected  to  be  to  prepared  as  at  that  mo* 
ment  to  treat  of  them — to  dilate  upon  or 
argue  respecting  the  individual  character  or 
peculiar  politics  of  the  persons  to  whom  the 
noble  Baron  had  at  such  great  length  al- 
luded,— before  he  adverted  to  these  matters, 
or  made  any  obaervation  or  remark  upon 
them,  he  begged  to  make  one  general  obaer- 
Tation,  which  was  applicable  to,  and,  in  bis 
opinion,  overrode  the  whole  of  the  noble 
Baron's  speech.  That  nobis  Lord's  case 
must  be  a  good  one— his  arguments  deci- 
■ive,  and  his  conclusion  triumphant — for  he 
assumed  the  facts  he  stated — he  declared 
what  was  prediely  the  character  of  thoie 


individuals  ;  ha  expluned  tbeir  paUtieal 
opinions  ;  and  be  declared  their  unfitnes 
for  tho  offices  to  which  they  woe  promoted. 
[Lord  ITAflnic/i/e:  "No,  no.]  Virtuafly 
the  noble  Lord  did.  He  would  refer  to  the 
noble  Lord's  obsemtions  with  reipect  to 
the  case  of  Wigan  as  an  instance ;  but  for 
himself  he  thought,  and  would  declare,  that 
the  whole  gist  of  the  matter,  must  lie  In  the 
question,  as  to  whether  the  persons  ap- 
pointed  were  or  were  not  fit  for  their 
offices.  Now,  the  noble  Baron  bad  assumed 
they  were  unfit  without  proof.  In  fact, 
the  noble  Baron  had  the  whole  moral  cha- 
racter of  the  nation  in  his  hands,  and  at  hia 
own  absolute  disposal.  He  said  this  set  c^ 
men  are  of  this  character,  moral  and  poli- 
tical—that set  of  the  other  character  and 
the  other  politics.  [|L<»d  Wianoliffe  had 
said  nothing  to  warrant  any  such  inferencca, 
or  such  a  description.]  That  wai  the  only 
inteipretatioa  be  could  put  on  what  bad 
fallen  from  the  noble  Lord. 

Lord  WhamcViffe  replied,  the  noble 
Viscount  might  interpret  it  as  he  pleased, 
but  he  (Lord  Wharocliffe)  had  taken 
especial  care  to  guard  aga.inst  any  nich 
misconception.  He  had  not  spoken  of  the 
characters  of  these  individuals — he  had  not 
said  one  word  agaiiut  their  fitness ;  he  had 
referred  to  the  particular  polities  of  the 
Gentlemen  who  were  appointed. 

Viscount  Melbourne :  Then,  for  any- 
thing the  aoble  Baron  knew  to  the  god. 
ttary,  the  persons  appointed  might  be 
fitting  persons,  and,  if  this  were  the  case, 
there  was  no  foundation  wbataoevar  for 
the  charge  upon  the  part  of  the  noble 
Baron.  But  ajrain  he  would  ask,  how  did 
the  noble  LiOtd  Icnow  the  politics  of  theae 
men,  about  whom  he  spoke  so  eonfldently  | 
The  politics  of  individuals  were  a  matter 
upon  which  there  were  perpetual  inittakes. 
The  politics  of  bodies  of  men  were  not  ai 
the  noble  Baron  would  fain  describe  them, 
all  of  one  class  and  complexion.  The 
polities  of  men  were,  he  repeated,  contin^ 
ually  mistaken,  and  by  none  so  much  as  ^ 
those  who  were  opposed  to  them.  He 
(Lord  Melbourne']  could  not  therefore  adopt 
the  noble  Baron's  description  of  those  person^ 
politics  as  one  that  ought  to  be  received  aa 
decisive.  The  noble  Lord  had  committed 
great  exaggeration  in  his  description  of  ^lie 
mode  in  which  the  Ministers  had  introduced 
the  Municipal  Reform  Bill  last  year.  Thejr 
had  not  described  it  as  a  cure  for  all  evila, 
and  a  promoter  of  all  manner  of  blessinga; 
but  they  said  the  old  system  was  bad,  and 
that  their  intention  was  to  nuJce  aa  Utempt 
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t«  intrtfdtice  into  all  the  towns  and  borouglis 
a  better  state  of  things.  For  hU  part,  lie 
tboiight  the  best  port  of  the  Bill  was  that 
which  limited  the  powers  of  Justiocs  in 
boroughs. .  Tbej  wero  limited  to  matters 
of  summary  jurisdiction.  They  were  pro- 
hibited f(om  utting  in  Quarter  Sessions. 
But  stilt  they  did  enjoy  the  power  of  licens- 
ing, which  might  be  objected  to,  and  cer- 
tainly he  sfaouM  be  glad  to  see  it  in  other 
hands,  so  that  thrae  individuals  might 
cease  to  exeidse  it.  Let  it  be  remembered, 
however,  that  in  the  Bill,  as  it  came  from 
the  other  House,  there  was  another  provi- 
HOQ  for  licensing,  of  which  their  Lordeliips 
did  not  approve,  and  perbapstheir  Lordships 
did  not  err  in  their  decision  with  respect 
to  It.  But  this,  at  all  events,  showed  the 
feeling  of  Government  with  respect  to  the 
exercise  of  this  formidable  power,  which 
extended  to  licensing  the  practice  of  lucra- 
tive trades,  and  still  worse,  possibly,  the 
putting  B.  check  to  a  trade  already  eatab- 
liahed.  It  would  bo  well  to  consider  if 
soma  remedy  could  not  be  applied  to  the 
evils  which  had  arisen  from  it.  The  noble 
Baron  bad  given  a  correct  account  of  the 
Bill  upon  that  point,  both  as  to  how  it  had 
been  sent  up,  and  how  it  had  been  corrected 
by  tbeir  Lordships ;  but  then  the  noble 
Baroa  went  on  to  condemn  a  noble  Friend 
of  his  in  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
because  he  insisted  that  it  was  advisable  to 
take  the  opinion  of  the  town-council,  not- 
withstanding tlie  alteration  made  by  their 
Lordships ;  and  unless  be  had  forgotten  the 
debates  on  the  subject,  a  noble  and  learned 
Lord  (Lyndfaurst)  had,  whilst  he  maiotained 
as  a  principle  that  the  right  should  remain 
in  the  Crown,  said  at  the  same  time,  '■  Take 
what  advice  you  please."  Therefore  his 
noble  friend  was,  in  fact,  in  what  he  bad 
done,  but  following  the  advice  of  that  noble 
and  learned  Lord,  and  acting  in  the  spirit 
which  prevailed  in  their  Lordships'  House. 
They  had  been  beaten  out  of  giving  the 
town-council  the  initiatory  appointment, 
hut  they  still  thought  they  were  not  wrong ; 
they  thought  it  was  fitting,  that  it  was 
best  for  tl«  due  administration  of  Justice, 
to  appoint  such  persons  as  were  recom- 
mended by  the  town-council.  But  the 
noble  Baron  said  they  were  wrong — that 
thus  they  were  appealing  to  a  heated  body. 
Ay  1  this  was  in  cases  where  persons  of 
particular  politics  were  returned;  hut,  do. 
cording  to  him,  they  were  right  when  they 
appealed  to  Tory  councils,  for  they  returned 
proper  magistrates.  It  was  only  when  they 
I  town-councils  of  a  different 
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character  that  they  committed  error.  Ai 
to  the  case  of  Leeds,  the  noble  Daron  stated 
that  they  irere  guilty  of  a  f!;rcflt  error  in 
the  appointment  of  the  town-council.  [Lord 
frAarnc/i/e.— Of  theMagiatrates."]  Very 
well ;  but  bis  noble  Friend  (Lord  J.Russell) 
had  formed  a  scale  with  reference  to  the 
population  of  the  boroughs  generally,  with 
reference  to  which  he  proposed  to  regulate 
the  number  of  Magistrates,  giving  to  those 
of  the  largest  population  twenty-four  Ma- 
gielrates,  to  the  smallest  four  or  five.  He 
then  also  laid  it  down  as  a  rule  that  bo 
would  not  permit  an;^  attorney  or  hrewei 
to  be  named  a  Magistrate.  He  intended 
not  to  cast  any  imputation  on  persons  fol- 
lowing those  very  respectable  avocations. 
His  noble  Friend's  reasons  for  ibeir  exclusion 
must  be  sufiiciently  obvious  to  their  Lord- 
ships. Then  his  noble  Friend  had  written 
that  circular  letter  fur  the  production  of 
which  the  noble  Baron  moved.  The  last 
paragraph  which  the  noble  Lord  read  re. 
ferred  to  the  subject.  Touching  the  muni- 
cipal elections,  their  Lordshifs  well  knew 
the  feeling  under  which  they  took  place. 
There  was  violent  excitement  from  the 
state  of  the  country  and  the  peculiar  circumr 
stances  of  the  period  at  whicn  they  occurred. 
But,  in  his  oplnioa,  the  prevailing  feeling 
had  not  so  much  reference  to  the  great 
political  parties  of  the  state,  or  to  general 
political  opinions,  as  to  local  matters ;  for 
the  old  corporations,  had,  perhaps  unrea- 
sonably, from  their  long  and  exclusive 
possession  of  power,  become^ objects  of  great 
bate  and  Jealousy  to  the  communities.  Was 
it  improbable,  or  unnatural,  oi  a  thing  not 
to  be  expected,  that,  under  such  circum- 
stances, persons  who  had  formed  part  of  the 
old  corporations  should  not  find  their  names 
inserted  in  the  new  lists  proposed  by  the 
town-councils,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing the  magistracy  ?  He  put  it  to 
the  noble  Lord,  considering  that  the  object 
of  the  Municipal  Reform  Bill  was  to  pro- 
duce harmony,  satisfaction,  and  content- 
ment in  the  towns — he  put  it  to  the  noble 
Lord  himself  to  say  whether  it  would  have 
been  wise  and  prudent  to  obtrude  on  the 
inhabitants  in  the  first  instance  the  very 
persons  who  had  long  been  to  them  objects 
of  jealousy,  suspicion,  and  dislike  ?  He 
thought  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that 
matters  should  have  happened  otherwise 
than  they  did,  considering  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  bill  originated  and  came 
into  o)ieratian,  and  the  hot-bed  of  politics 
in  which  it  had  been  engendered  [cAeer«]. 
Noble  Lords  opporite  cheered  the  expresnon. 
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\tot  he  b^[cd  to  uV,  wu  (list  a  fault  bU 
upon  ODe  tide,  or  did  thejr  think  that  the 
violence  bad  been  coofined  to  one  party  ? 
The  noble  Baron  had  said  in  hii  ipeech 
to-jught  ifaat  be  would  not  cast  an  imputa- 
tion  on  any  man  that  he  could  not  endure 
kimselT — he  wished  his  noble  Friend  had 
thought  of  that  in  his  oration  at  Sheffield 
—  a  speech,  of  which  be  must  taj  that  he 
would  not  have  made  such  a  one  in  relation 
to  his  noble  Friend — s  speech  which  did, 
by  the  entire  spirit  of  its  argument  and 
inference,  cast  the  gravest,  and  he  would 
add  basest,  imputation  upon  him  and  his 
colleagues.  [Lord  ttharncliffE-.  "Hear 
Amr.'n  WeU,  then,  the  imputation  was 
avowed,  and  the  noble  Lord  appeared  to 
think  very  lightly  of  the  matter.  Quite 
alive  to  the  injuries  which  we  received,  we 
were  little  sensible  of  the  weight  of  the 
blows  we  |Bvc  He  had  heard  abundance 
of  complamts  of  the  vitdence  of  certain 
speeches  in  opposition  to  the  noble  Lord' 
politics  which  had  been  delivered  during 
the  vacation,  hut  he  had  observed  quite  t 
much  violence,  quite  as  much  foul  imputt 
tion,  quite  as  much  base  attack  urged  by 
noble  Lords  opposite,  in  speeches  made  in 
the  course  of  the  vacation,  as  could  have 
been  used  hy  any  person  on  the  Ministerial 
side,  be  he  whom  he  might.  To  return,  it 
was  plain  why  so  few  of  the  old  corporatic 
were  included  in  the  lists  of  the  new  m 
gistracy.  It  was  to  he  expected  that  a  Bill 
of  this  kind,  which  conferred  new  powers 
upon  communities  actuated  by  dissensions 
and  jealousies,  should  be  attended  in  the 
outset  with  considerable  violence  and 
partiality,  but  in  the  course  of  time  those 
animosities  and  dissensions  would  be  softened 
down  and  die  away,  and  the  whole  would 
end  in  producing  afairrcpresentationof  tht 
towns,  and  tranauiUity  and  good  govern- 
ment. The  noble  Lord  had  assumed  that 
in  many  cases  the  persons  selected  as  Ma- 
gistrates were  unfit  for  their  ntuationg; 
now,  he  understood  from  his  noble  Friendj 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment,  who  bad  inquired  into  the  sub- 
ject, that  he  had  the  best  reason  foi 
Iwlieving  those  individuals  to  be  in  every 
respect  qualified  for  the  office.  His  noble 
Friend  bad  taken  the  greatest  pains  [o  as- 
certain the  fittest  and  ablest  persons;  it 
was  impossible  to  say  that  in  some  instances 
he  might  not  have  been  deceived,  hut  on 
the  whole  there  was  good  reason  to  think 
that  his  noble  Friend's  list  contained  ihi 
names  of  gentlemen  of  respectability 
who  would  discharge  their  duty  well,  and 


do  credit  to  the  situation  in  which  they 
were  fJaced.  As  to  the  case  of  Leeds,  be 
understood  that  the  6rat  list  sent  up  by  the 
town-council  was  supposed  to  consist 
entirely  of  persons  of  one  side  in  politics, 
and  that  on  a  deputation  waiting  on  hii 
noble  Friend,  he  did  select  three  persons 
who  the  noble  Lord  said  did  not  differ  in 
politics  from  himself.  [[Lord  fVhamcUffe 
only  one  of  the  old  corporation  was  in  the 
original  list ;  and  only  one  of  the  three 
individuals  could  he  expected  to  act.^  It 
was  true  the  noble  Lord  had  spoken  of  s 
surgeon  in  full  practice,  who  probably 
would  not  act,  hut  that  gentleman  had  un- 
dertaken the  office,  and  the  inference  was 
that  be  did  not  think  the  duties  of  it  in- 
compatible with  his  situation.  However, 
if  this  or  any  other  gentleman  should  not 
set,  and  the  number  at  acting  Magistrates 
were  found  insufficient,  others  might  be 
appointed.  With  respect  to  Liverpool,  the 
only  charge  isade  by  the  noble  lAird  was, 
that  none  of  tbe  old  corporation  was  upon 
the  list  of  Me^trates.  Now,  he  did  not 
wish  to  go  into  the  political  opinions  at 
individuals,  because  nothing  could  be  more 
uncertain,  hut  he  believed  that  persons  who 
did  not  support  the  present  Govemment 
had  been  a^ded  to  the  list  by  bis  nohle 
Friend.  As  to  Guildford,  twelve  indivi- 
duals had  been  recommended  by  tbe  town- 
council,  of  whom  two  had  been  excluded 
by  the  rule  adopted  hy  his  noble  Fneud 
though  npt  rigidly  acted  on  ;  and  out  of 
the  remaining  ten,  four  were  selected,  with 
respect  to  whose  political  opinions  he  did 
not  possess  at  present  accurate  information, 
hut  he  believed  that  his  noble  Friend  had 
acted  in  this,  as  iu  other  cases,  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  securing  such  a  body  as  would  ad- 
minister justice  impartially,  and  discharge 
every  duty  of  the  office  to  tbe  satisfaction 
of  the  people.  With  respect  to  Wigan,  he 
was  not  acquainted  with  the  circumstancea 
of  the  cose,  but  believed  that  tbe  whole 
question  proceeded  on  tbe  fitness  or  unfit- 
ness of  the  individuals  selected.  The 
memorialists  assumed  their  unfitness,  as  did 
tbe  nohle  Lord.  [Lord  Wharncliffe:  No; 
bU  that  Was  asked  for  was  inquiry]  .Hisnoble 
Friend,  however,  acting  on  the  information 
he  hud  received,  thought  he  had  made  no 
improper  choice.  The  case  of  Rochester  the 
noble  Lord  hod  stated  correctly ;  the  town- 
council  was  equally  divided — no  mayor, 
aldermen,  or  magistrates  could  be  nomi- 
nated or  chosen.  In  this  state  of  things  a 
representation  was  made  to  his  nohle  Friend 
that    Magistrates   were   wanted,   and    liix 
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Gentleman  mentioned  by  the  Doble  Lord, 
and  appointed  six  individuals,  oneof  whom 
was  brother  to  &  collector  of  Customs. 
QLord  Whamclxffe — He  was  a  collector  of 
Customs  himself]]  That  was  a  question  of 
fact,  which  might  be  ascertained  hereafter. 
But  the  case  of  Rochester  had  not  been 
pennanenlly  settled  by  bis  noble  Friend, 
His  noble  Friend  had  appointed  Magis- 
trates because  it  was  necessary  ;  but  when 
the  Council  should  be  able  to  act,  he  had 
it  in  bis  power  to  consider  what  jaster 
measure  might  be  adopted  with  respect  to 
the  constitution  of  the  magistracy.  His 
noble  Friend  had  acted  in  conformity  with 
the  e:xpressed  opinion  of  Parliament  and 
on  his  own  principles,  and  adopted  that 
course  which  be  thought  best  fitted  to 
give  real  effect  to  the  Municipal  Reform 
Bill,  and  ultimately  to  aiTord  real  satisfac- 
tion in  the  corporations,  by  providing  for 
the  fair  and  impaitial  administration  of 
justice,  With  respect  to  the  noble  Lord's 
motion,  he  could  have  no  objection  to  pro- 
duce the  letter  written  by  his  noble  Friend 
to  the  Town  Councils,  neither  did  he  ob- 
ject to  furnish  lists  of  the  Magistrates  who 
had  been  ultimately  appointed  ;  but  with 
respect  to  the  second  part  of  the  noble 
Lord's  motion,  which  was  for  the  produc- 
tion of  the  lists  sent  up  by  the  town- 
councils  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  he 
would  entreat  the  noble  Lord  to  consider 
whether  it  wai  prudent  topress  it,  cpecially 
as  the  production  of  these  documents  had 
not  been  pressed  fur  in  another  place. 
Those  lists  were  evidently  intended  to  be 
in  the  nature  of  confidential  communica- 
tions, like  the  recommendations  from  Lord- 
Lieutenants  relative  to  the  appointments  of 
Magistrates.  If  they  were  produced,  it 
would  appear  that  some  individuals  recom- 
mended by  the  town-councils  had  not 
been  appointed,  and  it  might  seem  a  slur 
on  those  Gentlemen  if  the  lists  were  laid 
on  the  Table  and  conveyed  to  the  public. 
He  knew  the  noble  fxird  would  say,  that 
these  Ibts  were  very  well  known  in  the 
towns  in  question,  but  he  begged  the  noble 
Lord  to  connder  that  his  own  argument 
proceeded  on  the  Buppo»tion  that  there 
would  be  a  better  spirit  abroad  hereafter, 
and  that  the  present  violence  would  not 
continue  ;  and  thb  being  the  case,  it  fol- 
lowed, that  though  the  lists  had  been  made 
public  ifow,  they  might  not  be  promulgated 
in  future,  when  the  councils  would  be 
more  conversant  with  thdr  duty,  and  better 
iride  to  perfgrm  it,  tlirough  the  abKi)c«  of 
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bon.  patty- Bpiiit  He  therefore  thought  that 
the  noble  Lord  had  better  not  trench  on 
the  improved  course  of  conduct  which 
might  be  hereafter  pursued,  by  pressing  for 
the  production  of  lists  which  were  not 
necessary  for  his  own  purpose.  With  the 
single  exception  stated,  he  had  no  objection 
batcver  to  the  noble  Lord's  motion. 
The  Karl  of  WinchiUea  could  not  refrain 
from  ofiering  to  the  noble  Baron,  who  in- 
troduced the  discussion,  bis  sincere  thanks 
for  having  brought  the  question  under  the 
consideration  of  Parliament.  It  was  im- 
possible for  any  one,  not  influenced  by  the 
strongest  party  feeling,  to  deny  that  it  was 
a  question  of  the  deepest  importance,  af- 
fecting the  liberties  of  the  country.  It 
had  been  truly  said  by  the  noble  Baron,  that 
the  professed  object  of  the  measure  under 
discussion  was  to  produce  peace  and  har- 
mony in  the  Municipiil  borougbs,  by  de- 
stroying the  power  vested  exclusively  in 
party.  Now  he  would  appeal  to  the 
isewhetherinany  one  way  it  had  tended 
iroduce  such  a  result ;  or  whether  it 
not  in  reality  effected  a  direct  transfer 
_  ower  from  one  party  to  another  ?  The 
noble  Viscount  at  the  head  of  his  Majesty's 
Government  had  endeavoured  to  attach  to 
his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Whamcliffe)  an 
imputation  which  his  noble  Friend  had 
never  made,  against  certain  of  the  lists  of 
Magistrates,  on  the  ground  that  none  of 
the  old  corporators  were  therein  included. 
The  charge  was  this,  that  the  Mugisttates 
who  had  been  appointed  were  almost  ex' 
clusively  of  one  political  party.  In  the 
cose  of  Rochester  the  parties  in  the  town- 
council  were  equally  divided  ;  there  was 
no  corporation  ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  no 
list  of  Magistrates  should  be  sent  in.  The 
noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for  the  Home 
Department,  in  such  a  case  ought  not  to 
have  selected  six  of  one  party,  but  have 
included  in  his  list  some  professing  the 
same  political  opinions  with,  if  not  the  ma- 
jority, at  least  an  equality,  of  the  town- 
council.  Thus,  then,  the  measure  had 
been  found,  so  far  from  producing  the 
salutary  effects  of  rooting  out  old  animosities 
and  dissensions,  which  had  been  anticipated, 
to  have  a  directly  contrary  tendency,  and, 
as  these  municipal  elections  were  annual  he 
doubted  not  that  the  ultimate  con  equenco 
of  the  measure  would  be  to  keep  up  a 
continual  and  most  injurious  state  of  excite- 
ment and  animosity,  when  its  professed 
object  was  to  produce  peace.  The  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Bill  of  last  Sesnon 
would  Ultwub;edly   be  an  tnsiru'nmt  of 
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power  in  tlie  hands  of  bis  Majeaty's  Oo- 
Ternment ;  the  Magistrates  were  tu  be 
■elected  with  reference  »ulely  tn  partv 
feeling  ;  and  there  was  no  one  who  couM 
doubt  the  Parliamentary  influence  of  Ma- 
ginrales  in  a  municipal  borough  ;  every 
noble  Lord  must  know  verj  well  that  they 
did  po«sen  very  cunsiilcrahlc  Parliamentary 
influence ;  and  thus  the  ceitain  effect  of  the 
Bill  would  be  to  increase  the  pnlitical  power 
of  his  Majesty's  present  Ministers.  He 
trusted  that  hb  noble  Friend  would  not 
withdraw  any  part  of  liis  present  motion  ; 
the  list,  the  production  of  which  hud  been 
objected  to,  was  not,  he  maintained,  a 
oonfiilcntial  list ;  it  was  alrcedy  made  pub' 
lie,  and  could  nut,  therefore,  nuw  Iw  refused 
on  any  grounds  of  confidence.  There  was 
one  doctrine  whiuh  hu\  been  laid  down  in 
the  course  of  his  speech  by  the  noble  Vis- 
count at  ihc  head  of  his  Majesty's  Goircm- 
rncnt,  wliicli  appeared  to  him  {the  Earl  of 
Winchilsca)  moit  strange'and  unconsiitu- 
tional.  The  nuble  Viscount  hitdsaid,  that 
their  Lordships  had  nltcivd  that  part  of  the 
Rill,  which  vested  the  appointment  of 
Magistrates  in  the  town-councils,  and 
hod  then  added,  that  although  Parliament 
had  decided  that  the  clause  iliould  not  con- 
stitute part  of  the  Bill,  yet  his  Majesty's  Go- 
remment  had  deemed  fit  to  act  upon  the 
principle  contained  in  that  clause.  Why,  it 
was  useless  for  their  Lordships  to  deliberate 
on  any  measure — it  was  useless  for  Parlia- 
ment to  sit  at  oil —  if  any  individual  holding 
Many  lime  thereinsof  Government  might  be 
at  liberty  to  say,  you  have  mode  such  on 
alteration,  but,  nevertheless,  in  spite  of 
that,  we  will  act  upon  the  principle  which 
ynu  have  condemned.  He  should  not  tres< 
pass  further  upon  tho  attention  of  the 
tfoiiK  ih|n  to  express  a  hope  that  his 
noble  Friend  would  not  withdraw  his  mo- 

f  ho  Dutc  of  WellingloH :  My  Lords, 
upon  the  present  occasion,  the  subject  being 
one  which  1  have  observed  has  excited  very 
great  interest  in  the  country,  I  am  anxious 
to  offer  to  your  Loidships  a  very  few 
observations ;  and,  Hrst,  I  must  beg  leave  to 
Slight  to  the  noble  Viscount  opposite,  tlwt 
he  has  totally  omitted  in  his  considention 
of  the  present  Question  one  very  important 
principle,  which  was  frequently  laid  down 
by  that  noble  Lord,  and  other  noble  Lords 
nn  his  side  of  the  House,  parliculflH^  a 
learned  Daron  who  is  now  absent,  during 
the  discussion  upon  the  measure  last  Sea. 
sion,  viz.,  the  extreme  importance  of  di- 
Tidii^  tfae  •dnininmtion  of  juatin  from 
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the  Municipal  Government  of  the  Corpom- 
tions — the  extreme  importance  of  curbing 
that  principle  into  effect  by  the  Bill  then 
under  consideration.  It  was  with  that 
motive  my  Lords,  and  for  the  furtherance 
of  that  object,  that  1  gave  my  vote  in  favour 
of  vesting  exclusively  in  the  Crown  the 
appointment  of  the  Municipal  Magistrates. 
The  principle  of  the  exclusive  nominBtitni 
by  the  Crown  having  thus  been  assented 
to  both  by  this  and  the  other  House  of 
Parliament,  I  confess,  my  Lords,  it  does 
appear  to  me  that  the  noble  Lord,  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Deport* 
ment,  ought  never  tn  have  been  induced  to 
make  that  declaration  which  he  made  in 
the  other  House  respecting  the  course 
which  be  should  think  fit  to  pursue  in  the 
nomination  of  Mapstrates ;  In  the  propriety 
of  that  declaration  I  cannot  concur,  because 
it  is  a  declaration  entirely  inconsistent  with 
the  principle  of  the  measure  as  it  received 
the  Royal  Assent ;  and  because  it  is  entirely 
inconsistent  also  with  another  principle  of 
law,  which  is  this — that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  not  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  to  advise  the  Crown  bs  to  tfae 
appointment  of  Magistrates.  I  do  not  say, 
that  he  may  not  take  the  advice  of  tlus 
council  or  that,  but  I  do  say,  that  it  is  my 
Lord  Chanceilur  whose  duty  it  is  to  adviso 
the  Crown  upon  the  subject — that  it  is  raw 
Lord  Chancellor  who  is  responsible  to  this 
and  the  other  House  of  Parliament  for  ibo 
appointment  of  persons  &t  and  proper  Ibr 
the  administration  of  justice  in  tbecnunirj. 
The  nomination  of  the  present  Magistrates 
has  not  given  general  satisfaction.  The 
statements  of  the  noble  Lord  himself  have 
clearly  proved  that  it  wan  a  party  nomioR* 
tion.  Is  there  any  man  in  this  House  who 
does  not  believe  that  it  was  a  party  nomi- 
nation f  And  these  are  numinations  mode 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  while  the  Lord 
Chancellor  is  the  person  who  ought  to  have 
advised  the  Crown  as  to  the  appnintmcnti. 
This,  my  Lords,  is  a  subject  well  deserving 
the  serious  attention  of  l*arliament,  because 
I  do  sey,  that  the  conduct  of  the  noU« 
Lord,  the  Secretary  of  State,  is  quite  and 
irreconcileably  inconsistent  with  the  ptin> 
dple  of  the  measure.  I  know  that  the 
nomination  of  Magistrates  which  has  been 
made  by  his  Majesty's  Government  haa 
produced  very  great  dissatisfaction  in  many 
parts  of  the  country.  There  are  many 
parties  who  feel  stronely  that  the^are  not 
likely  to  have  Justice  fairly  and  impartially 
administered  to  diein>— to  have  their  nchts 
■nd  iniormla  duly  protects—or  tlieir  min 
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mia^aBUai\f  Bdminiitered.  UdJot  tlie  cix- 
cumatanoes,  I  beg  b1«o  to  return  my  imcera 
tbaoki  to  my  noble  Friend  for  luving 
brought  the  lubject  under  the  oonndention 
oftbeHouw. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  taiA,  that  the  noble 
Duke  who  had  Just  tat  down  had  thought 
it  right  to  remind  bim  of  his  duty.  Of  that 
he  aid  not  complain ;  but  he  would  take 
the  liberty  of  itating,  that  be  wag  fully 
aware  of  the  reaponsibility  under  which  be 
■tood,  before  the  noble  Duke  had  thought 
fit  to  remind  him  of  hia  duty.  It  wax 
lingular  that  the  nobte  Duke  should  have 
thought  that  necetsary  in  the  particular 
instance,  aince  he  (the  Lord  Chancellor) 
had  but  a  very  few  days  before  stated 
precisely  the  aamc  doctrine  in  their  Lord- 
ahipa'  Houw  as  that  laid  down  by  the  noble 
Duke.  The  noble  Baron  (Bamn  Wbam- 
difie)  had  urged  that  the  responsibility 
for  the  appointment  of  Magistrates  rested 
upon  the  holJer  of  the  Great  Seal;  but, 
then,  in  the  case  of  counties,  the  noLle 
Lord  held  it  to  be  a  dereliction  of  duty  not 
to  take  the  nomination  of  the  Lord~Lieu- 
tenant.  It  was  impoasibte  for  the  individual 
holding  the  Gieat  Seal  to  perform  tliat 
branch  of  his  duty  in  any  other  hiaDner 
than  by  applying  lor  advice  to  those  wboce 
local  knowledge  enabled  them  to  form  a 
more  fair  and  accurate  Judgment  upon  the 
fitness  of  persons  for  the  office  than  he  him- 
■elf  by  any  posDbility  could.  In  the  case 
of  counties,  it  wo*  natural  to  apply  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  as  a  person  best  cidculated 
to  acquire  the  neoeaiary  information  far 
arriving  at  a  correct  conclusion.  It  was 
then  the  duty  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  to 
Goniider  well  hia  advice;  but  if,  after  due 
deliberation,  he  could  npt  concur  in 
opinion  of  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  he  was 
then  hound  to  act  upon  bis  own  unfettered 
Judgment.  If  that  doctrine,  then,  was  true 
with  eountiea,  was  it  not  equally  so  with 
towns?  They  must  go  for  advice  to  those 
whoce  local  information  rendered  them  the 
best  judges  aa  to  the  qualifications  for  thi 
office.  But  what  said  the  noble  Lords 
opposite  ^  They  would  urge  us  to  go, 
to  the  minority  for  advice,  but  to 
ninority,  and  to  act  upon  the  opinions  of 
that  minority.  It  did  so  happen  that  in 
certain  counties  there  was  a  large  majority 
of  persons  of  one  way  of  thinking,  with  a 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  tbe  same  i^inions,  and 
there  a  very  neat  majority  of  the  Magis- 
tracy would  be  also  found  of  the  same 
pinion ;  and  the  result,  therefore,  wa», 
aeoording  to  the  noble  Lwd'a  opinion,  that 
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when  there  was  a  majority  of  persina  of 
one  opinion  there  Bhould  be  found  also  a 
majority  of  Magistrates  of  the  same.  But 
when  the  noble  Lord  came  to  tbe  question 
of  towns  and  not  counties,  he  was  then 
surprised  that,  when  it  was  admitted  the 
great  majority  of  the  people  were  Liberala, 
^ere  should  be  a  great  majoFity  likenise 
of  liberal  Magistrates.  In  sbort,  with  the 
noble  Lord  tae  doctrine  was  excellent  in 
respect  to  counties  but  quite  the  rereise 
as  to  towns.  For  his  own  part,  be  ad- 
mitted most  fully,  that  it  was  very  pro[M:r 
that  there  should  be  a  fair  admisture 
of  persona  of  both  parlies  in  tbe  Magis- 
tracy; and  be  might  be  permitted  to  state, 
tbat  the  interference  of  the  Secret 1 17 
of  State  had  never  been  employed  Lut 
for  the  purpose  of  infusing  into  the 
constitution  of  tbe  body  a  certain 
number  of  persons  opposed  in  pulitica  to 
the  present  Government,  ^"  No,  no."^ 
Whether  the  noble  Lord  believed  him  or. 
not,  his  statement  was  as  much  entitled  to 
credit  as  those  of  the  nubic  Lord  himself. 
The  case  of  Dover  hod  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  the  appointment  of  Magistrates 
In  reference  to  Rochester,  it  was  perfectly 
obvious  tbat  by  no  possibility  could  Magis- 
trates have  been  appointed,  the  town- 
council  being  divided,  but  in  tbe  method 
which  had  been  pursued  by  hia  noble  Friend 
the  Secretary  of  State.  For  bis  own  part 
he  was  perfectly  willing  to  admit  tbe  i^ 
sponsibility  which  rested  upon  tbe  holder 
of  the  Great  Seal,  a  responsibility  from 
which  he  would  not  shrink,  Tbe  noUo 
Baron  had  admitlei],  tbat  there  was  no 
complaint  against  the  appointment  so  far 
as  the  individuals  themselves  were  con- 
cerned. What  then  did  his  objection  come 
to  f  Why  to  this — assuming  that  there 
was  a  preponderance  in  tbe  lists  in  favour 
of  one  party,  he  complained  that  tbe 
uniform  leaning  was  to  that  line  of  politics 
opposed  by  tbe  noble  Boron  and  noble  Lords 
who  sat  on  the  same  side  of  Ibe  House. 
Now,  could  the  noble  Lord  think  it  ad- 
visable that  the  Magistracy  should  lean  to 
the  opinion  of  tbe  minority !  In  reiipect 
to  counties,  the  noble  Baron  admitted  tbe 
converse ;  and  he  (tbe  Lord  Chancellor) 
would  again  ask,  why  sbould  not  the 
same  principle  be  applied  to  towns?  In 
conclusion,  he  begged  to  say,  that  the 
charge  brought  against  the  Govemtaent 
seemed  to  him  to  have  fallen  wholly  to  the 
ground. 

The  Earl  of  Ripon  doubted  not  that  the 
ooble  and  kfuaed  Lord  had  been  and  would 
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continue  to  beactuatedby  the  best  motives;  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of 
but  he  could  not  concur  with  his  nohle  and  '  State  far  more  o^naire  and  far  more  ob- 
leamed  Friend  in  thinlcing,  that  because  it  jectionable.  He  thought  that  there  was 
was  fit  the  holder  of  the  Great  Seal  should  I  a  verf  great  difierence  between  allowing 
consult  with  the  Custos  Rotulorum  as  '  the  Lor^-lieutenant  of  counties  to  appoint 
regarded  the  appointment  of  countj  Ma-  I  the  county  Magistrates,  and  allowing  the 
giitrates,  it  therefore  followed  that  a  similar  town-councils  to  appoint  the  borough  Ha- 
course  ought  to  be  adopted  in  the  case  of  !  gistrates.  The  former  were  responsihle  for 
town-councils.  The  two  eases  were  as  I  their  appointments,  hut  where  was  the 
different  as  possible.  There  was  this  fun-  responsilulity  of  the  latter  bodies? 
dsmental  danger  in  malting  application  for  The  Marquess  of  Xatu^omfle  was  desirous 
advice  to  town-councils — that  under  such  j  that  their  Lordships  and  the  country  should 
a  system  it  might  become  a  matter  of  I  understand  that  his  noble  Friend,  the  Secre- 
canvass  among  persons  desirous  of  the  office  I  tary  of  State  for  tbe  Home  Department, 
of  justice  to  obtain  the  nomination  of  tbe  had  no  intention  to  set  aside  the  declaration 
councihi.  If  this  plan  should  be  persisted  i  of  Parliament,  or  to  act  contrary  to  the 
in,  there  could  be  no  security  that  the  [  spirit  of  the  Municipal  Reform  Act.  His 
persons  hereafter  elected  Magistrates  would  |  nohle  Friend  was,  at  tbe  time  alluded  to, 
be  free  from  the  taint  of  those  party  pas-  '  engaged  in  what  he  should  ever  consider 
sions  and  prejudices  which  were  utterly  |  the  laudable  task  of  reconciling  the  diffeiw 
incompatible  with  the  due  and  impartial  ences  which  had  arisen  between  the  two 
adrainistratinn  of  justice.  He  considered  ;  Houses  of  Parliament  as  to  that  Act;  and 
it  to  he  a  most  unfortunate  circumstance  .  he  knew  of  no  course  that  could  be  cotud- 
that  this  letter  should  have  been  written  at  |  dered  more  expedient  than  that  of  letting 
the  period  when  it  was,  for  it  could  not  be  I  it  be  perceived  in  the  other  House,  tbttt 
denied  that  the  circumstances  which  at-  though  their  Lordships  differed  from  it  as 
teniled  the  passing  nf  the  Municipal  Cor-  |  to  the  source  from  which  they  thought  that 
pnration  Reform  Bill  through  that  House  I  these  appointments  ought  to  emanate,  there 
u.j  i~i  . .!j„-„i.in  «w.,:.a»,^ni  .'n  tiiQse  .  was  still  an  opportunity  left  to  the  advisers 
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places  which  were  to  he  affected  by  it. 
That  was  the  very  reason  why  it  was  most 
imprudent  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  call  upon  those  bodies  to  elect  their  own 
Magistrates,  when  it  was  evident  that  the 
Magistrates  themselves  could  not  be  free 
from  the  passions  and  prejudices  under 
which  all  were  labouring  I-Ie  hoped  that 
their  Lordships  were  not  to  consider  that 
unfortunale  letter  as  intended  to  be  a 
Standing  Order  for  all  town-councils  in 
future.  If  that  letter  were  so  to  be  con- 
sidered, he  should  augur  worse  than  he  ever 
yet  had  done  of  the  consequences  of  that 
Bill  which  he  had  honestly  and  conscien- 
tiously supporttd.  He  should  think  that 
its  character  was  altered — that  its  benefits 
were  destroyed — and  that  its  positive  mis- 
chiefs were  most  grievously  enhanced. 

The  Marquess  of  SalUhury  had  previ- 
ously complained,  and  must  then  reiterate 
bis  complaint  of  the  Secretary  of  Slate  for 
the  Home  Depiirlment,  for  havinginserted 
in  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  the  names 
of  several  persons  who  had  not  been  recom- 
mended by  the  Lords-lieutenant  of  the 
counties  in  which  they  were  to  act  as 
Magistrates.  He  considered  such  conduct 
to  be  unconstitutional.  No  Lord  Chancel- 
lor had  ever  yet  interposed  his  authority  in 
Budi  a  mBSner,  end  he  constdeicd  such  an 


of  the  Crown,  of  going  to  that  source  from 
which  the  House  of  Commons  thought  that 
these  appointments  ought  to  come.  In 
doing  so,  his  noble  Friend  did  not  on  bis 
own  behalf,  oronlhebehalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment, abrogate  or  renounce  the  right  of  tbe 
Crown  to  exercise  that  nomination,  nor  did 
he  shrink  or  recoil  from  the  responsibilily 
of  exercising  that  right  as  one  of  its  Minis- 
ters. His  noble  Friend  had  done  that 
which  be  believed  all  future  Ministers 
would  do.  He  had  taken  means  in  the 
different  local  quarters  to  procure  informa- 
tion as  to  what  course  it  would  be  most 
safe  to  adopt,  but  had  reserved  to  himself, 
the  right  to  inquire  further  for  himself  and 
to  take  away  from,  and  to  add  to,  the  list 
of  persons  reoommended  for  the  discharge 
of  these  local  functions.  It  was  most 
desirable  that  those  functions  should  be 
discharged,  as  his  noble  Friend  bad  well 
expres'ied  it,  free  from  the  taint  of  any  lo- 
cal or  general  prejudices.  He  was  afraid, 
however,  that  it  was  scarcely  practicable 
to  find  any  source  so  pure  as  to  forward 
recommendations  fitted  for  sucb  a  purpose. 
He  knew  that  tbe  heats  of  party  and  local 
contests  must  prevail  over  such  recom^ 
mi^dations;  for  he  could  confirm  tbe  ob_ 
servation  which  bad  fallen  from  bis  noUe 
and  learned  Frimd  on  the  Woolnd:,  tbnt 
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in  a  great  majority  of  cases  th'e  interference 
of  t^  Crown  with  the  recommendations 
made  to  it  by  the  town-councils  had  been 
to  secure  the  introduction  into  the  Mag)s> 
tracy  of  penong  opposed  to  his  Majesty's 
Govemmunt  in  politics.  His  noble  Friend, 
the  Secretaiy  of  Slate  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, had  legitimately  interfered  for 
this  purpose.  He  lamented  that  it  was 
necessary  for  a  Secretary  of  State  to  consi- 
der the  politics  of  the  persons  so  recom- 
mended to  him,  being  convinced  that  all 
the  good  efiects  which  Ministers  anticipated 
■ — not  rapidly  and  immediately,  asthenoble 
Baron  had  represented,  but  ultimately — 
from  the  Bill  would  not  be  accomplished 
nntil  the  qualifications  of  persons  to  dis- 
charge magisterial  functionswere  conndered 
on  principles  separate  from  political  consi- 
derations. That  could  not  he  the  imme- 
diate  result,  but  he  was  certain  that,  in  the 
working  of  the  meajture,  when  the  heats  of 
the  moment  should  have  subsided,  this 
would  he  the  view  token  not  only  by  the 
Sing's  Government,  hut  also  by  these 
corporations.  He  was  the  more  sanguine 
in  his  expectations  upon  this  point,  as  this 
was  the  view  taken  already  by  many  of  the 
new  town-councils  under  the  heats  at 
present  prevailing.  1'be  noble  Duke  had 
said — and  if  it  were  true  to  the  extent 
which  the  noble  Duke  had  mentioned,  he 
should  lament  it  exceedingly — that  these 
recommendations  were  almost  universally 
of  a  party  chancter.  He  regretted  it,  if  it 
were  true,  in  some  instances,  but  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  stating  that,  speaking  of 
the  corporations  generally,  it  was  not 
true.  He  could  assure  the  noble  Duke 
that  a  great  number  of  coses  might  be 
hrotight  forward  in  which  tonn-councils, 
where  there  was  a  decided  number  of  per- 
sons holding  opinions  of  one  complesion, 
and  that  too  the  Whig  complexion,  had 
teen  the  justice  and  propriety  of  mixing 
with  their  recommendation  the  names  of 
gentlemen  as  Magistrates  who  entertained 
political  sentiments  widely  different  from 
their  own.  It  would  be  tedious  to  enter 
into  details,  but  as  every  one  spoke  of  the 
town  with  which  they  were  best  acquaint- 
ed, be  might,  perhaps,  be  forgiven  for 
mentioning  what  had  occurred  in  a  boroueh 
in  his  own  neighbourhood.     In  one  of  the 

Erincipal  towns  of  Wiltshire — he  meant 
levizes — after  all  the  heat  of  a  bitterly 
contested  election,  a  decided  majority  of 
the  council  being  of  Whig  politics,  had, 
OS  their  first  act,  sent  in  a  list  of  Mogis- 
trttes,  omnitiDg  of  an  equal  numb^  of 
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posmis  of  different  political  opiiuons.  That 
had  also  been  done,  he  could  add  widi 
^easure,  in  a  borough  where  a  majority  of 
Tory  councillors  had  been  elected.  He 
thought  that  this  was  consistent  with  good 
sense  and  good  feeling ;  and,  being  so,  he 
trusted  that  it  would  form  an  example 
which  the  new  corporations  in  gennal 
would  he  eager  to  fallow.  The  noble 
Marquis  conduded  1^  addressing  a  recom- 
mendation to  town-councils  to  exclude 
party  feelings  in  future  from  their  consi- 
derations, and  to  select  such  persons  for 
Magistrates  as  were  best  calculated  to  per- 
form magisterial  duties  firmly,  honestly, 
and  effectuolly. 

Lord  Wharncliffe,  in  reply,  expressed 
the  satisfaction  with  which  he  hod  listened 
to  the  speech  of  the  noble  President  of  the 
Council — a  speech  which  was  a  complete 
answer  to  the  speech  of  the  noble  Viscount 
at  the  head  of  his  Majesty's  Government, 
and  to  that  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
on  the  Woolsack.  There  was  not  a  word 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  speech  of  the  noble 
President  of  the  Council,  of  which  he  could 
express  the  slightest  disapprobation.  The 
case  of  Guildford  was  entirely  opposed  to 
that  of  Devizes.  In  that  case  Ministers 
had  struck  out  the  names  of  those  Ma^- 
trates  who  were  opposed  to  them  in  politics. 
"  But,  before  I  go  into  the  general  ques- 
tion," said  Lorf  Wharncliffe,  "  I  must 
call  on  the  noble  Viscount  to  be  a  little 
more  explicit  than  he  has  hitherto  been  in 
the  attach  which  he  has  made  on  me  in 
rerard  to  a  ^eech  which  he  says  that  I 
delivered  at  Sheffield.  To  what  part  of 
that  speech  did  the  noble  Viscount  allude  f 
Was  it  to  that  part  of  it  in  which  I  alluded 
to  the  Irish  Tithe  Bill  ?" 

Viscount  Melbourne ;— To  the  whole  of 
that  speech,  and  to  the  statement,  by  in- 
ference, that  we  on  this  side  of  the  House 
have  abandoned  and  given  up  oil  our  prin- 
ciples to  please  those  gentlemen  whom  the 
noble  Baron  has  chosen  to  denomioate  lU- 
dicals.  The  noble  Baron  says,  that  the 
Radicals  have  not  given  up  their  opinions ; 
and  therefore  he  infers,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  that  the  Whigs  have  {^ven  up 
theirs.  That  ibr  the  sake  of  power,  and 
place,  and  emolument — ^' No,"  from  Lmrd 
Wharnclife.']  —  Yes,  I  have  seen  that 
charge ;  if  not  in  the  noble  Baron's 
speeches,  in  other  speeches,  and  especially 
in  one  mode  by  a  noble  Lord,  a  very  near 
relative  of  his.  That  for  the  sake  of  power 
and  of  place,  and  of  base  lucre,  it  is  so;  I 
con  produce  the  repoit^we  ha-n  giren  up 
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ill  our  fAaa^l^  I  do  not  obiect  to  tliiii 
EnfTthiog,  1  toppow,  ii  fair  in  politici. 
Etctj  vrt  of  Bbiue,  I  mppo&e,  ii  &ir  in 
folitic*.  Bat,  at  the  nine  time,  I  muct  n;, 
tbat  when  nohle  Lordi  of  high  character, 
«f  gnat  influence,  of  moat  amiable  man- 
aaa,  and  moat  Chiiitian  priociplea,  find 
theHUelTea  betiayed  in  the  violence  of  the 
noment,  bj  the  heat  of  portj  animoeitj, 
into  cacting  nicH  hue,  and  odioua,  and 

rundlesi  accusatkini  on  othen,  thej 
mid  have  lODie  conndention  for  thoae 
who  ma;  be  acting  under  the  impuUe  of 
•quail;  warm  feelingt  on  tb«  other  side. 
What  1  comjdain  of  is,  that  the  noble 
Baron  taya,  that  I  and  thoie  with  whom  I 
bare  the  honour  of  acting  in  the  Govern- 
ment, hive  giren  up  our  prindplea  entirely 
to  otber  pemna,  for  the  aaVe  i^  maintain- 
ing ounelvea  in  place,  and  in  the  emt^u- 
tnenU  attached  to  place.  I  beg  leave  to 
tell  the  noble  Baron  that  his  deduction! 
havi  &iled,  and  that  hi*  powers  of  reason- 
ing, eminent  ai  they  are  in  other  cases, 
have  in  this  case  led  him  to  a  false  conclu* 
■ion,  and  that  It  is  not  true  that  we  have 
■aori6ced  any  principle^  at  any  opinion,  to 
uy  persons  whataoever, 

Lotd  Whamcliffe  \  I  do  not  recollect 
that  the  noble  ViKOunt  was  ever  attacked 
by  me  in  the  tetai  which  he  has  just 
quoted.  The  noble  Viscount  sayt,  that  I 
navv  accused  his  Qovemment  and  the 
Whigs  generally  of  having  sacrificed  their 
principles  and  given  them  up  to  please 
■ome  oUier  p«non>.  Now  I  am  not  singu- 
lar in  that  opinion.  Other  perscmt  have 
publicly  said  so.  Have  they  not  said, 
"  We  hava  not  changed  our  opiniouR,  the 
Whig!  have  cban^  theirs ;  the  Whigs  of 
to-day  are  not  the  Whigit  of  yesterday.  We 
have  not  gone  to  the  Whiga— the  Whigs 
have  come  to  us  f"  I  would  ask  the  noUe 
Viscount  to  reject,  if  he  dares,  the  lupporl 
of  those  who  say  he  has  gone  over  to  them, 
and  that  they  have  not  come  over  to  him. 
Will  he  dare  to  reject  them  i  If  he  will 
not,  I  have  a  right  to  say  that  he  has  gone 
over  to  them.  As  to  my  uying  that  he  has 
done  this  for  the  sake  of  emolument,  I 
doubt  much  whether  such  an  eipression  ever 
fell  from  my  lips.  I  do  not  believe  that  it 
avet  did  J  for  I  do  not  think  now,  nor  did 
I  ever  thinks  that  the  public  men  of  this 
owntiy  BIB  iwayed  by  luch  motives.  I  may 
have  Mid,  and  1  believe  that  I  have  saidj 
that  the  present  Government  was  kept  in 
'  office  by  the  assistBDee  of  persons  holding 
extreme  oninion^— oplaioni  which  ore  now 

mii^^  by  the  ngble  l^idi  o|^oiit«i 
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bat  whioh  those  pmona  tell  oi  have  bMn 
ad«qMed  and  are  now  adopted  by  his  Ma* 
jetty's  Ministers.  The  noble  Viscount  bad 
said—  Lord  Wbaraclifie  continued  —that  h« 
had  objected  to  the  majority  of  the  Hi^ii- 
trates  being  of  the  same  political  opinioiu 
with  the  town-councils  which  h«d  recom- 
mended them.  He  bad  done  no  such  thin^ 
He  had  said  that  there  at^Mored  to-  M 
adopted  in  these  new  town-councils  that 
same  principle  of  exclusion  which  had  been 
the  main  cause  of  the  reform  ejected  in  th« 
old  corporations,  and  he  bad  regretted  that 
that  bid  principle  should  be  continued 
under  the  new  system.  The  noble  Viscount 
had  also  said  that  he  (Lord  Whamcliffe) 
did  not  ground  his  present  motion  on  th« 
impropriety  of  the  appointments  which  had 
been  made.  Now  he  had  distinctly  aaid 
that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  find  fault 
with  individuals.  The  only  individual  ap» 
pointed  a  Magistrate,  to  whom  he  had  re. 
fen  ed  by  name  was  the  collector  of  Custom! 
at  Rochester.  It  was  not  as  an  individual  that 
appiintmeut  was  improper.  Individu* 
ally  that  gentleman  was  a  very  proper  per- 
son to  act  as  Magistrate  ;  but  on  other 
grounds  bii  appointment  was  highly  otgeoh 
tionable.  A  person  connected  with  tbe 
collection  of  the  revenue  was  the  last  per- 
son to  be  appointed  a  Mapstrate  at  Bo- 
cheater,  where  the  m^ority  of  offenen 
which  Came  hefor*  the  Bench  wers  of. 
fences  against  the  revenue.  Ifi  bis  opinioa, 
the  statement  which  he  had  made  in  bring- 
ing forward  tbia  motion  was  not  in  tu 
slightest  degree  afiected  either  by  the 
answer  of  the  noble  Viscount,  or  by  that  of 
the  noble  and  leamedLord  on  the  Woolsaek. 
He  had  made  this  motion  first  of  all  to 
check  this  practice,  which  it  was  evident 
that  the  noble  Lords  on  the  MiDisteiial 
Bench  themselves  felt  to  be  jmprcnier; 
and  here  he  must  say  that  he  had  been 
much  comforted  by  what  had  fallen  on  this 
subject  from  the  noble  President  of  the 
Council.  He  had  also  mode  this  motion, 
because  their  Lordships  were  shmtly  to 
have  introduced  to  their  consideration  a 
Bill  for  reforming  the  municipal  corpin»< 
tions  in  Ireland.  Ke  hoped  that  thek 
Lordships  and  the  public  would  take  warn- 
ing from  what  had  occurred  under  this 
BUI.  It  was  intended  to  have  pledged  tb«ir 
Lordships  to  proceed  on  the  some  principloi 
in  refbnnine  the  Irish  corporations  which 
had  been  lidd  down  in  tlu  English  BUI. 
But  that  intention  their  Lordships  had  for- 
tunately fruatrated  oo  the  first  night  of  the 
S«flik>D>    Tint  th«  auoioiMi  oMpontimi 
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in  Irdsnd  nqnind  reAra,  wna  toon  than 
th*  inuiiin{Ml  caqmmtiofis  in  Ei^Iud,  ao 
one  wu  moM  ready  tocottfea  than  be  w«* 
H«  would,  however,  take  c«re,  u  far  at  in 
Iiiin  lay,  tod  be  hoped  that  their  Loidahips 
would  also  take  care,  m  far  aa  in  ihem  lay, 
that  the  Iiidt  Corporadon  Reform  Bill 
ihonld  not  be  perrerted  to  party  porpowa, 
and  that  it  chould  not  [dace  power  in  tha 
handaofa  particular  party  in  Ireland.  If  the 
noble  Lord  peniated  in  hia  objectioD  to  proi- 
duce  the  liat  of  the  partiei  recomnKiided  by 
the  town-counciI(,  he  would  wave  it  a>  it 
wu  not  material  for  him  (Lord  Wbamcliffe) 
to  have  that  information  in  an  official  shape, 
ai  he  could  at  any  time  procnre  it  by  look- 
ing to  the  Glee  of  the  prorincial  newspa- 
pers. 

The  address  wa«  agreed  to. 


HOUSE    OP  COMMONS, 
Tvetday,  Febnitay23,  1836. 

Railwats.]  Mt.PouletiThomioMt»}d, 
that  in  coawqueoce  of  lb«  ad<^ioii  by  the 
Hooae  last  night,  of  bit  proposition  for 
the  appoinlment  of  a  Select  Committee, 
and  the  putting  off  the  second  reading  of 
all  Railway  Bills  fixed  for  that  night,  nDtil 
Monday  next,  he  now  roae  to  prvpote  a 
•eries  of  reMlnliooB  which  woald  bate  the 
effect  of  placing  those  Bills  in  the  same 
position,  as  if  no  such  postponement  had 
taken  place.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
moved  Resolutions  to  the  following  effect: 
That  the  House  would  not  receive  any 
petition  upon  aprivate  Billrelaiivato  com- 
plianceornon-compliancc  with  the  standing 
orders,  subsequent  to  the  second  reading 
of  such  Bill— that  the  House  would  not 
receive  any  such  petition  relative  to  any 
Railway  Bill,  notice  for  the  second  reatl- 
ing  of  which  had  been  given  ptevloui  to  | 
Monday  next — thaj  it  should  be  a  stand-  ■ 
ing  order  of  the  House,  that  seven  cit»r  \ 
days  should  intervene  between  ibe  stocmd  i 
reading  of  all  Railway  Biili,  and  the  filling  ' 
of  the  Committee,  and  that  in  the  eases  o( ' 
the  Bills  that  had  been  postponed,  the  said  . 
ieren  days  sbonld  be  allowed  from  tlie  day  ! 
originally  fiied  for  the  second  reading  of 
■ucb  Bills,  a*  if  they  had  been  iben  read  a 
■econd  lime. 

Resolutions  agreed  to.    To  be  enUred 
on  the  J  OH  mala. 

Ha.  BncsisoHAH'tCoMrevaATioa.] 
Mi.  Tulk,  afUr  •totw|  ibat  Mr.  Bockinf- 


hasi'i  CocnpeaaatioB  Bill  waa  aiailar  to 
that  btonght  forward  last  year,  moved  (hat 
it  be  read  a  aecond  time. 

Sk  SaUrt  tagli§  wished  to  know  from 
what  fand  the  prDpotadcoapenaatioacaaU 
be  pravidcd  ? 

Mr.  T^a-.  from  the  fanda  oflha  EmU 
India  Compaey. 

Mr.  Lamwm  felt  it  hia  duty  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Honsa  to  the  meaner  m 
which  thia  case  appeared  to  have  beaa  got 
op.  A  few  weeks  ago  he  received  a  paektt 
incloaing  to  him  the  draught  of  a  petitio* 
in  favour  of  this  Bill,  and  reqnes&og  him 
to  present  it  to  hta  enaatitneota  for  Ihcic 
signatares.  He  could  not  bdp  thiakinf 
that  this  was  a  moot  aaasnal  aad  anpar- 
liamenlary  soode  oC  procnring  petitioaa  in 
favonr  of  a  private  Bill.  The  note  that 
accompanied  the  pelitiow  tent  to  him  waa 
from  Mr,  BucLiDgham.  It  conveyed  bt 
him  that  Gentleman's  compJimenti,  and 
requested  tliat  he  would  transmit  the  pcti- 
tioo  to  his  coQirituents  for  their  signatareaw 
This  practice  of  one  Member  addrtaaing 
another,  and  siking  him  to  get  np  peti- 
tions in  favour  of  tome  private  claim  of 
that  individBal  Member,  would,  if  eantiaal 
to  any  extent,  lower  [be  dianctcr  of  thai 
House  in  tbe  eye*  of  the  cosntry  at  largK, 
and  it  waa  a  practice,  in  hi*  opMkm.maM 
wwihy  v(  «■  Americaa  Caagiiw  tbaa  af 
a  British  Hoaae  of  Commoaa.  He  begged 
leave  to  m»vc,a8  an  Amcadmcoi,  that  ihia 
Bill  be  read  a  oecood  lima  thai  day  n 
mODths. 

Mr.  Pemker  said,  thai  tkowgh  be  t^ 
paaed  this  bill  last  Sessiow.  yet,  apoa  a* 
accoratc  eiamioaiioo  of  ifae  •«'-.;««<,  ha 
considered  faimsti/  b^iand  »«w  to  ipta 
it  histnpport.  LiXikicg  ai  ikewhriwiir 
ibe  case,  it  appeared  to  Lias  XtJit  Mr, 
Boclinehain  \.vX  \i^.*Jt  nA-.'td  tt  *i^  tp 
ihe  CatiMiaJomrmai  «« tMe M.'^ .jfU. «< 'W 
pri-icipi«t  tl>en  afjwtd  i/j  u-t  tfMtn//t- 
Ger.«r<l  of  Iwlit,  and  )K*l  ivyM  '^-n- 
cif.l'^  had  \rk*ti  afi^»rdt  t'Atied  hi  uur 
cu'.rM  of  pt'jctxr,ai-j(  nArz/tA  (ia«u<«  Mf< 
fluckiQgl.am.  It  «»«  r<'>  Mct  I  ttm-m^mj 
to  if;e  nt.tA%  of  Mf,  VfJ^iL'  ^y%m.\  yv^** 
c»t:-,f(,  iJ.»t  a  t.'.KA:  L/^4  <i*  t  ^.  nMtuMt, 
lite  Oo*eio'/r-<i»B*fiil  *<  (i.'.ia^aA^  i»'^ 
a  UtMttitr  U  i)'»l  fivwae,  ktil,  m>  «  i*v^ 
ad^rested  t*  hit.  Hv  i.iu)!i*tm,  *nn*m^ 
hi*  regret  t^M  mm!,  a  yi-:.  -uitvA.  «>4  a^A 
tt*st  durifg  !;••  ^'/v^i-n/n^.,  lie  u^wjiij* 
itial  a  e«M  wa*  mvik  <^t  •«  ^W.  «tA«  u.« 
Howaa  u,  g.vt-  *«  *-<^^ii*'^  ^tvmynmnf^ 
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ComptHtation. 


M)  iVf-mM  Smth  Haul,  ih^t  in  (ha  nb> 
•utiKoiif  liinitittit  Imn.  Krwnil  th«  I'reii- 
'>  Hi  >i(  (||B  lli<nrtl  >>r  Ciinlral,  who  wu 
••liKgnil  Id  mtD  Ilia  lUtDdilancD  >'Uawherc. 
i|  >lt>T«ltB(|  it|tuii  liim  tu  Dlalo  rha  L-oum 
«rliivh  ih*  IWiil  <>(  i:cintix>l  Ivit  't  ibttir 
•iHUf  If  rttlwi'l  Ml  ihw  inMniii-*.  ^ii'miit 
ttiB  iinmnDr  >n  nltii-li  ihs  llntiM  linil,  luil 
Knapiutii  .>nirtnt  th«  Uili  thrt>iut)t  <hi>  titvt 
nmt  -"ownil  ifniluiK".  iiKtiTHlistamliiii;  iho 

>Vl>i>Mii><n  t-itvint  Iw  It   ili(>i)  I'T  ihd   l)t>nrU 
<■**   t'.'nttvi,    lii»   itgln    lum,     l-'irenil    .io- 


'if  a  diicretioiiBry  power  an  tlie  part  of 
their  Government,  whicb  power  tixej  (the 
people  of  Engl&nd^  had  thennElves,  by  Act 
i>f  ['orliameat,  placet!  in  Lbe  hands  of  thai 
( Tuvernment.  If  Mr.  Budtinghun  had 
lieen  imjuatJT  treated,  and  if  he  iras  a». 
[iilvd  to  ciHnpeitaation,  let  the  people  of 
l^umisnii  yvr  it  — let  it  be  put  in  the 
i''iiinateB.  anii  braucht  foiwani  bw  tfte 
I  towmioem.  but  lei  thmn  not  ctme  ddwo 
\>\«m  (he  EMt-Iudift  CjwpHiy  ibr  ic.  be- 
lause  Lhey  'iiid  diLauacd  : 
■H>ww  *vsied  in  :heni  ay  die  P 
.•('    ''^iKtatni.      He     led    '■ 
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BIO,  ejected  from  KtldtiBagb,  owing 
at  th«  rent  of  74/.  5(.  6d.,  an  arrear 
of  360/.  I3i.,  her  husband  having  previ- 
ouily  lold  the  crop!  and  run  away  with 
tha  money.  A  man  named  Murphy, 
holding  seven  acrei,  owing  an  arrear  of 
Dearly  four  years'  rent,  a^eed  to  leave 
the  laiwi  on  receiving  a  sum  of  money,  and 
being  forgiven  the  arrears.  I  afterward* 
made  him  a  present  of  his  cropi;  forwny 
own  aecurity  ejectments  were  served, 
I^ng  previous  to  my  getting  this  land,  his 
■later,  a  nidow,  had  come  from  a  neigh. 
bouring  town,  and  taken  possession  of  i 
■hed  or  outhouse  by  force.  They  carriec 
on  tha  war  for  a  considerable  time,  each 
threatening  the  life  of  the  other,  to  the 
■caudal  of  the  whole  neighbourhood.  At 
laat  Murphy  forced  her  out,  and  threw 
down  the  shed  ;  and  I  get  the  credit  of  it, 
although  these  facts  are  notorious  to  thi 
whole  country.  One  of  the  orphans,  i 
young  fellow  who  had  been  ill,  and  to 
whom  I  in  consequence  paid  a  weekly 
peiuion,  on  hi«  recovery  was  employed  by 
meto  take  care  of  some  land,  andkeepoff 
the  cattle  of  a  neighbouring  farmer,  which 
were  continually  trespassing  on  it.  That 
fanner  very  soon  invited  him  to  his  house, 
and  whilst  my  pasture  was  found  very 
agreeaUe  by  the  caltle,  ha  made  himself 
equally  so  to  the  farmer's  daughter;  so 
much  so  that  she  robbed  her  father  and 
ran  away  with  hiro.  Such  is  the  history  of 
this  widow  and  orphan.  I  have  been 
kccused  of  destroying  the  village  of  Nut* 
ney  ;  there  ia  bat  one  village  on  my  eatate 
called  Nomey,  built  by  my  father,  entirely 
at  hia  own  expense,  and  I  have  expended 
aome  thousands  on  it.  .  The  houses  were 
alated,  and  neat  gardens  attached  toeacb. 
Originally,  I  believe,  the  village  waa  filled 
with  Protestants.  A  great  many  Roman 
Catholics  have,  however,  since  come  in 
in  their  place.  They  are  asked  fiH*  no 
rent,  nor  ever  have  been,  except  in  two 
or  three  instances,  as  a  punishment  for 
bad  conduct.  I  do  not  suppose  (bat  the 
whole  amounted  to  5/-  Tbey  have  pulled 
down  many  of  the  houses,  burned  or  car- 
ried away  the  woodwork,  defaced  the 
garden*,  and  torn  op  the  fences.  After 
repeated  complainta  of  dishonesty  and 
disorderly  conduct,  acme  few  have  been 
gent  away ;  no  freeholder  amongst  them. 
Bat  of  those  who  were  sent  away  some  had 
honses  provided  Ibr  them  in  other  places, 
and  others  got  pensions.  Some  got  no- 
thing, owing  to  their  own  nitecHidiiet    I 
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id  the  names  ot  Ball^lou^an, 
Knocktfaomas,  or  Knockallard,  m-tbisliai 
of  mine.  The  Urat  of  these  was  recovered 
by  ejectment  in  1827,  tnm  a  farmei 
named  Kelly,  he  owing  more  than  4^  yeara' 
rent.  It  was  let  to  ana  of  the  under> 
tenants  residing  on  the  farm,  the  brolhei 
of  a  priest,  who  afterwards  rode  about  tba 
county,  at  the  head  of  a  mob,  canvassing 
against  me.  Twelve  months  ago  this 
tenant  owt^d  me  an  arrear  of  two  yean 
rent,  and  tliis  arrear  has  not  decreased 
since.  I  could  ruin  the  man  if  I  pleased ; 
but,  notwithstanding  my  cruelty  and  bi- 
gotry, be  remains  iu  his  farm  still.  Olber 
-people  had  cabins  on  tha  laud,  but  ro> 
ceived  each  a  sum  of  money  and  went 
away.  All  this,  however,  happened  nine 
years  ago,  before  any  political  or  religious 
dissentions  had  distracted  the  country. 
In  Knocklhomas  I  know  but  of  one  farm 
that  has  come  into  my  hands  for  several 
years:  the  tenant  was  a  Protestant,  and 
could  not  sublet.  A  Roman  Catholic, 
however,  got  possession  of  it,  and  refused 
to  give  it  up  at  the  expiration  of  tha  leaaa. 
By  way  of  annoying  me,  he  collected  as 
many  vagabonds  and  poor  families  as  tha 
house  could  hold,  and  put  me  to  the  e>> 
pense  and  trouble  of  a  law  process  bebro 
I  could  get  possession  of  my  property.  I 
did  not  feel  myself  at  all  called  npon  to  do 
anything  for  these  people,  in  Knoek- 
allerd,  at  the  time  of  my  leaving  Ireland, 
but  one  tenant  had  quitted  his  farm.  He 
received  notice  to  do  to,  having  repeatedly 
given  Rie  great  cause  for  oomplaint ;  bow* 
ever,  being  an  jndustrious  man,  and  at 
the  solicitation  of  one  of  his  neighbours,  I 
desired  my  agent  to  make  him  a  present 
of  50/.  Another  man  bad  received  notice, 
and  offered  to  go  on  receiving  a  sum  of 
money,  which  I  directed  should  be  given. 
The  town  I  and  of  Schahanrane,  whert 
twenty-three  families  are  stated  to  have 
received  notice  to  quit,  was  fessed  to  on* 
tenant,  who  has  been  dead  some  years,  at 
a  very  trifling  rent.  The  last  life  in  the 
lease,  who  was  transported  for  forgery, 
before  the  rebellion  of  1796,  hasataa  been 
dead  several  yean.  These  under'tenanti 
have,  as  lBmln(brmed,paideachaomuck 
per  annum  tor  the  concealment  of  thia 
fact,  but,  as  might  be  expeotod,  tbey 
have  quarrelled,  and  the  truth  haa  come  to 
light;  as  a  mailer  of  course  and  neoesaity, 
1  have  served  notice  to  quiti  and  if  thay 
aresll  turned  out,  no  man  ean  aay  but 
they  richly  deieiTS  it,    Ai  1  taafor*  lUttd, 
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there  Kre  neither  namea  nor  datH  in  thii 

Etition  as  tegardt  the  teoaDtt  staled  to 
ve  been  ejected  ;  it  is  not  easy,  there- 
fuK,  to  say  to  what  time  rererence  is 
nade.  Although  in  the  coramencemeot 
these  unchristian  persecutions  are  stated 
to  be  occasioned  by  the  contests  since 
1833,  and  the  whole  drift  of  the  peliiion 
ji  to  impress  that  on  the  mind  of  the 
House,  and  so  to  suggest  the  inference, 
that  Mr.  O'Connell  was  in  a  manner 
obliged  to  go  some  degrees  further  than 
the  most  corrupt  of  the  old  Whigs  and 
Tories  had  dared  to  go,  and  for  tbe  mere 
•ake  of  the  purity  oT  election  to  sell  a 
county  to  the  highest  hidder,  yet  the  con- 
Tenient  phrase  of  "  within  (he  last  few 
years,"  inserted  towards  the  conclusion, 
enables  the  petitioner  in  one  case  to  go 
back  to  tbe  year  1827,  and  in  others,  1 
believe,  still  further,  whilst  the  little  word 
"  partly"  skilfully  slipped  in,  leaves  a  door 
open  for  escape.  If  it  is  demonstrated 
that  these  transactions,  if  true,  could  not 
by  possibility  be  imputed  to  the  motives 
iUited,  but  must  have  taken  place  in  the 
common  course  of  the  exercise  of  the 
landlord's  just  and  undoubted  rights, 
how  long  these  rights  are  to  be  conti- 
nued remains  to  he  seen.  On  the  whole, 
then,  1  have  ejected  eight  tenants 
in  five  years,  being  in  the  propor- 
tion of  one  out  of  227  alleged  in  each  year 
—each  of  these  tenants,  on  an  average, 
owing  me  more  than  four  years  and  a 
quartet's  rent.  Not  one  of  those  men- 
ttooed  in  the  petition  was  an  elector  ;  bat 
I  have  ejected  one  who  was  a  freeholder, 
owing  arrcArs  to  a  greater  amount  than 
any  1  have  yet  mentioned.  This  hap- 
pened two  ^ears  ago;  he  has  ever  since 
resided  in  his  house,  paying  no  rent,  with 
his  mother,  a  widow,  and  three  brothers, 
desolate  orphans,  of  the  tender  age  of  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty,  strong,  able  fellows, 
w  capable  of  doing  mischief,  and  as  wil- 
ling to  do  it,  as  the  loudest  clamourer  for 
the  liberty  of  Ireland  could  desire;  so 
much  so  indeed,  that  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
have  them  removed,  and  very  possibly 
•fiord  an  opportunity  for  another  petition. 
I  tiB  accused  of  destroying  whole  towns 
and  villagea.  1  have  expended  some 
thousands  in  building  end  repairing  one, 
in  endeavouring  to  make  the  people  com- 
fortable, and  in  educating  their  children 
■1  my  own  espense.  In  place  of  being 
iht  persecutor  of  widows  and  orphans,  let 
■ny  (cntUmu  who  may  have  any  curio- 


sity on  tbe  subject,  inquire  whether  I  do 
not  support  a  very  considerable  ourober  of 
both  who  have  no  sort  of  claim  on  me  I 
No  one  can  have  a  better  opportunity 
than  the  hon.  Member  for  Greenock ;  for, 
if  I  am  not  misinformed,  some  of  his  con- 
nections or  frieods  live  in  the  county  of 
Carlow,  Let  him  make  a  rigid  investi- 
gation into  my  character,  and  report  the 
result  to  tbe  House.  I  am  not  aware  of 
□oe  cruel  or  tyrannical  act  ever  having 
been  committed  against  my  tenants,  by 
those  who  act  for  me,  nor  of  one  that  can 
even  be  tortured  into  such  a  shape  in  the 
eyes  of  any  unprejudiced  person — not 
even  by  the  learned  Gentleman,  with  all 
the  exclusive  advantages  he  possesses.  So 
far  with  respect  to  the  tenants.  They 
were  all  bound  strictly  in  their  leases  not 
to  sublet;  the  farms  were  all  of  a  inode- 
rate  size,  some  very  small;  notwithstanding^ 
in  some  instances,  they  did  allow  strangers 
and  others  to  setile  on  their  lands.  Now, 
the  question  arose,  what  was  the  landlord 
to  do  with  these  strangers  who,  contrary  to 
law,  contrary  to  his  express  desire,  and,  in 
direct  opposition  to  bis  interests,  look 
possession  of  his  land  ?  What  would  be 
done  in  such  cases  in  England  or  Scot- 
land 7  Would  any  one  here  allow  a  set 
of  paupers  to  take  possession  of  his  estate? 
— would  he  not  cause  them  to  be  removed 
immediately,  or  endeavour,  at  the  least,  to 
persuade  them  to  go  as  they  had  come  t 
What  was  done  by  me?  The  agent  was 
directed,  whenever  the  people  could  be 
induced  to  take  money  for  what  they  had 
thus  got  into  their  hands,  to  purchase  it, 
and  in  almost  every  case  this  was  done.  In 
some  cases  they  were  allowed  to  remain, 
in  some,  houses  were  procured  elsewhere, 
in  others  pensions  were  given,  which  coat 
tinue  10  be  paid  to  this  day.  There  may 
be  some  few  cases  ia  which  nothing  wai 
given,  but  it  must  have  been  from  notori- 
ous bad  conduct,  or  where  Lhey  were  col- 
lected merely  for  the  purpose  of  annoying 
me.  If  [  were  resolved  on  obliging  Roman 
Catholics  to  leave  my  estate,  merely  be- 
cause of  their  creed,  1  have,  and  have  bod 
for  years,  ample  opportunity  of  doing  so, 
of  which,  however,  1  have  not  yet  availed 
myself.  1  have  at  this  moment  a  consi- 
derable extent  of  land,  exclusively  and 
for  years  occupied  by  them  without  leasee 
— some  of  them  owing  hrge  arrears.  I 
have  other,  tracts  occupied  by  none  but 
Roman  Catholics,  owing  hundreds,  nay, 
Ihouiamlsof  pounds,  which  the  unanU 
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could  by  BO  meaos  pay,  and  which  I  could 
infallibly  recover  by  ejectment.  If  I  had 
that  antipathy  to  them  which  it  laid  to 
my  charge,  could  I  not,  long  since,  have 
gratified  it,  without  any  one  reasonably 
finding  fault  with  me  ?  Unlesa  it  be  de- 
termined that  a  man  is  to  have  no  control 
whatever  over  his   property,  and   to  this 

glint  things  are  fast  verging  in  Ireland. 
ul  1  rejoice  to  say,  that  some  of  my 
warmest  supporters  are  Roman  Catholics, 
and  this  could  hardly  be  the  case,  if  all 
that  is  stated  were  fact.  One  townland, 
containing  about  1,300  English  acres, 
carac  into  my  possession ;  three  Protestants 
were  the  tenants;  the;  did  not  reside  on 
the  land,  f  took  it  from  them,  and  gave 
it  altogether  to  Roman  Catholics.  This 
does  not  look  veryjike  religious  persecution. 
How  long  landlords  can  continue  to  act 
ts  they  have  really  acted,  will  depend  on 
circumstances.  We  may  be  supposed  to 
have  our  feelings  and  opinions  as  well  as 
others,  and,  perhaps,  we  may  be  allowed 
occasionally  to  gratify  them,  though  we 
may  not  consider  it  allowable  to  go  to  the 
aarhe  lengths  as  others  take  the  liberty  of 
going.  Foasibly  we,  like  the  landlords  of 
England  and  Scotland,  may  be  permitted 
to  select  our  tenants.  We  are  responsible 
to  the  laws  of  oar  country.  If  we  violate 
them,  let  us  be  punished.  If  we  do  not,  I 
here  protest  against  being  called  to  ac- 
count even  by  this  House,  much  less  by 
the  learned  Member  or  the  priests,  who 
notoriously  set  all  law  at  defiance,  at  the 
very  time  they  are  heaping  every  species 
of  slander  and  abuse  on  us  for  merely 
acting  as  the  taw  allows,  and  by  no  means 
even  going  BO  far.  With  respect  to  the 
real  character  of  the  gentry  of  Cailow, 
perhaps,  the  state  of  the  country  before 
agitation  commenced  there  may  afford  no 
bad  criterion,  and  a  more  prosperous,  a 
more  improving,  happy,  or  contented  po- 
pulation,could  not  be  found  in  the  empire. 
A  tolerable  proof  of  this  was,  that  crime 
or  diiltirbance  was  almost  unknown,  the 
best  nnderatandlng  subsisted  between  all 
raoks  and  classes,  whilst  the  land,  and  all 
its  prodace,  bore  a  higher  price  in  the 
market,  and  the  peasantry  in  general 
were  better  fed,  housed,  and  clothed,  than 
in  almost  any  other  part  of  the  country. 
It  was  truly  called  the  garden  of  Ireland. 
The  landlords  have  been  so  enceedingly 
moderate  in  their  rents,  that  tiiey  oftea 
made  a  mistake  against  themselves  of  from 
1  to  200  per  cent,  in  the  value  of  ihcir 
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I  farms,  as  alate  Committee  must  remember; 
and  th  is  piece  of  information  was  obtained, 
not  from  the  landlords  or  their  parti- 
zans,  but  from  the  oaths,  repeated  day 
after  day,  of  a  long  string  of  respectably 
dressed  witnesses  brought  forward  by  Mr. 
Vigors  himself,  under  the  superintendence 
of  no  less  than  three  priests.  The  Carlow 
gentlemen,  like  others,  may  have  their 
faults;  but  rapacity  and  cruelty  have  not 
been  of  the  number.  Our  real  crime  ii, 
that  we  will  not  bow  down  to  the  image 
which  Daniel,  the  king,  has  get  up  ;  and, 
for  this  offence,  we  are  to  be  cast  into  the 
burning  fiery  furnace  of  public  indig- 
nation, which  is  to  be  heated  one  seven 
times  hotter  than  usual,  by  the  ruined 
towns  and  villages,  fanned  by  the  shrieks 
and  cries  of  widows  and  orphans.  But 
the  attempt  will  fail — we  shall  pass  un- 
hurt through  these  fires;  and  if  justice 
and  truth  be  not  a  dead  letter,  our 
accuser  will  have  the  benefit  of  them  him- 
self. But  if  this  be  an  offence,  I  must 
plead  guilty  lo  the  charge.  We  are  in- 
corrigible oflenders.  But  let  us  see  for  a 
moment,  how  the  electors  and  landlords 
of  Carlow,  who  presume  to  think  for 
themselves,  have  been  treated  by  thosa 
who  now  make  this  outcry  against  them— 
namely  by  the  priests.  No  sooner  did 
they  perceive  that  the  time  was  fully 
come  that  they  had  been  so  long  watch- 
ing for,  than,  like  the  soldiers  of  Cadmus, 
they  started  in  an  instant  into  view,  fully 
armed  and  equipped;  they  placed  them- 
selves at  the  head  of  the  lowest,  the  most 
thoughtless  of  their  flocks,  the  very  dregs 
of  the  people — 

Mr.  Melhuen:  I  rise  to  order,  Sir.  So 
long  as  the  hou.  and  gallant  Officer  con- 
fined himself  to  a  vindication  of  his  own 
character,  I,  of  course,  felt  bound  to  listen 
to  him  wiih  attention  ;  but  I  wish  to  know 
whether  the  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  is  not 
now  going  beyond  the  line  which  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  House  usually  permits  in 
cases  of  a  personal  nature! 

The  Speaker  thought  it  was  unnecessary 
to  interfere  with  the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  Warburlon  found  upon  the  list  of 
notices  the  following  for  Tuesday,  the  1st 
of  March — namely,  "  Petition  on  the 
subject  of  the  late  Carlow  election,  and  to 
lake  that  opportunity  of  making  a  slate- 
menl  to  the  House  on  the  matter  of  the 
petition  whirh  was  presented  to  the  Housa 
on  the  15lh  of  February  insinnr,  ard 
printed    with   the  votes  of  that  day,  con- 
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laining  mattere  pewooally  affecting  bim- 
•eir,"  Now  he  (Mr.  Warburton)  appro- 
htrntlpd  when  notice  wa*  gi«en — 

The  Speakw  was  understood  to  aaj, 
that  on  seeing  the  notice  on  the  votes  for 
Tuesday  next,  he  was  surprised  that  the 
faon.  and  gallunt  Member  should  have 
risen  to  addreH  the  House  on  the  subject 
of  th.tt  notice  to-duy  i  but  as  the  hon.  and 
frallant  Member  liad  entered  partiall;  into 
liii  stalement,  it  might  be  convenient  for 
the  House  to  allovf  him  to  proceed,  so  Tar 
OS  related  lo  the  mntCers  affecting  himself 
perionally.  But  asihere  stood  a  notice  of 
a  motion  respecting  the  proceeding: 
the  couniy  of  Carlow  for  a  future  day 
trusted  the  hon.  and  gallant  Oificer  ct< 
not  be  beiiayed  into  remarks  beyond  s 
■imply  related  to  his  own  case,  and  that 
no  other  hon.  Member  would  be  induced 
to  enter  upon  a  premature  discussion  on 
the  subject  generally  respecting  the  county 
of  Curio w. 

Colonel  Brven:  I  shall  bow  with  plea- 
sure to  the  general  feeling  of  the  House; 
but  I  (ii<)  think  that  an  opportunity  would 
be  afforded  me,  after  such  serious  charges 
have  been  preferred  against  me,  not  only 
to  defend  mystlf,  but  to  defend  those  who 
h^ve  been  equally  guilty  with  me.  1  was 
endeavouring  to  show  that  the  conduct 
pursued  by  the  landlords  of  Carlow 
not  without  tome  provocation,  end  if  the 
House  pleases,  I  nill  state  a  few  of  those 
provocations. 

Lord  JohnRattell;  I  rile  to  order,  Sir, 
and  I  do  so  for  the  purpose  of  clearly  un- 
deratanding  what  it  is  that  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  is  going  to  do.  If  I  un- 
deialand  him  rightly,  it  is  this :  that 
having  made  his  statement  retpecting  his 
own  character  personally  (and  which  the 
House,  of  course,  has  listened  to  with  that 
attention  with  which  it  is  always  ready  to 
listen  to  statements  of  b  similar  nature)  he 
is  now  going  to  state  what  has  been  the 
conduct  of  other  landlords  in  the  county 
of  Carlow  with  respect  to  theirtenants.  I 
may  be  wrong  in  so  nndenlanding  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member;  but  if  that  is 
his  intention,  of  course  the  House  will  no 
longer  think  that  the  statement  is  merely 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  own  stalement ;  and 
if  the  hon.  Gentleman  should  (as  of  course 
he  would)  impugn  the  conduct  of  other 
persons,  those  other  persons  will  in  fair- 
ness have  a  right  to  be  heard  in  their 
defence. 

Colouel  Sntn;   I  iball  bow  to  the 


feeling  of  the  House,  and  will  not  per- 
severe in  the  statement  which  I  was  going 
to  make.  But  I  beg  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  this  fact — that  the  otbet 
evening  the  House  received  a  petition,  in 
which  many  serious  accusations  were  made 
against  individuals,  when  it  was  wholly 
out  of  the  power  of  the  persons  so  aSectea 
to  rebut  those  accusations.  I  do  appeal 
to  any  hon.  Member  whether  that  wai 
exactly  fair,  and  whether  those  persona 
have  not  some  reason  to  complain.  But  I 
most  be  allowed  to  finish,  fori  havenvt 
quite  yet  done  with  what  relates  to  myielf. 
This  is  the  liberty  we  enjoy,  and  for  an 
iricrense  of  which  the  learned  Member  Is 
so  anxious.  The  question  is,  not  whether 
the  elector  in  Ireland  shall  be  allowed 
quietly  to  exercise  his  franchise,  but  whe- 
ther the  pricGt  shall  be  openly  allowed  to 
drive  him  like  a  pi^,  where  he  pleases,  and 
sell  him  to  the  highest  bidder^  which  must 
be  the  case  unless  the  landlord  has  the 
courage  to  step  in.  The  power  of  these 
political  priests  will  be  increased  to  k 
frightful  extent,  if  some  measure  now  in 
contemplation  be  unfortunately  permitted 
to  pass  into  a  law.  And  here  1  would  not 
be  understood  as  charging  all  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  with  the  commission  of 
these  outrages.  I  believe  there  are  many 
who  sincerely  regret  the  state  of  things, 
and  would,  if  they  dared,  endeavour  to 
check  proceedings  destructive  alike  to 
themselves  and  to  the  poor  people ;  but  bo 
strong  is  the  delusion,  bo  resistless  tbe  tor- 
rent, that  it  carries  them  and  tbe  most 
respectable  of  their  parishioners  along 
against  their  will,  and  thev  are  obliged  to 
choose  between  theii  parishes  and  their 
consciences. 

Mr.  Methuen  rose  to  order.  He  thought 
the  hon.  Member  was  not  entitled  to  entet 
into  these  particulars. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  as  the  hon.  mod 
gallant  Member  was  personally  concerned 
in  the  question,  be  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
exercise  his  own  discretion  as  to  the  course 
he  was  to  pursue. 

Mr.  Warburton  was  of  opinion  that  tKe 
bnn.  and  gallant  Member  ought  to  defer  his 
observations  till  Tuesday,  the  1st  of  March, 
for  which  day  be  had  given  notice  of  bring- 
ingthis  subject  before  the  House. 

The  Speaker  said  that  the  hon.  and  2al> 
lant  Member  had  given  notice  for  to-day. 
but  tbe  notice  had  teen  erroneously  printra 
in  the  votes. 

Colonel  dnifn  tuA,  that  afUi  tb*  tu' 
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tiitiiiution  whtcli  had  been  axpreMed  to  hli 
proceoding,  he  would  abridm  his  obwrva- 
tiont  ai  much  m  postible.  But,  continued 
th«  hon.  and  gallant  Member,  there  is  one 
cue  mentioned  peculiarlT  atrocious,  and  rhe 
most  Temarkable  in  pcnnt  of  numbers — that 
of  Ballytarma.  I  am  accused  of  driving 
ftom  their  houaei  here,  in  a  wiuked  uachru- 
tfan  manner,' nineteen  families,  containing 
101  individuals,  with  the  usual  Ubentl  pru> 
portion  of  widows,  &c.  Now  what  will 
anj  booeat  man  say  when  he  hears  that  I 
never  turned  oS  one  single  human  being, 
sum,  woman, or  child,  from thisland?  that 
the  power  eveu  to  Ao  »o  never  was  placed 
in  my  hands  but  once;  and  how  did  I  use 
it  ?  The  House  shall  hear ;  and  now  that 
I  have  told  jou  what  I  did  not,  I  will  take 
the  liberty  of  stating  what  I  did  do.  This 
-  town-land  contains  nearly  800  English 
acKS.  1  receive  S21^  IOj.  ^.  yearly,  not 
much  exceeding  one-fourth  of  the  value. 
The  lease  u  for  ever ;  as  long,  therefore,  aa 
the  head  rent  was  paid,  I  had  no  authority 
or  pretence  for  intnferipg.  I  do  not  know 
that  1  ever  was  on  the  land  in  my  life.  The 
owner  of  this  estate,  whom,  to  the  best  of 
my  beUef,  I  never  saw,  as  he  lived  in  ano- 
ther county,  became  exceedingly  embar. 
laased,  and  was  obliged  to  leave  the  country. 
Arrears  to  the  amount,  I  believe,  of  1,000/. 
were  due,  other  creditors  were  pressing,  and 
it  became  necessary  for  me  to  look  to  myself. 
Ejectments  were,  therefore,  served;  time 
ran  on,  no  creditor  found  it  his  Interest  to 
redeem,  an*  1  bad  every  prospect  of  getting 

Cession  of  this  eitate,  and  of  adding  many 
dreds  per  annum  to  my  Income,  and 
that  without  any  blame  that  by  possibility 
could  be  Imputed.  And  how  ^d  this  deso- 
latof  of  towns  and  villages,  this  tyrant, 
bigot,  penecutor,  fiend  (I  use  the  exact 
terms  of  the  learned  Gentleman),  with  a 
countenance  scarcely  human,  this  tormentor 
of  widows  and  orphans,  thii  modem  Pha- 
laris,  regaling  himself  with  the  ahrieks  of 
hli  victims,  this  Tory,  this  Orangeman, 
this  Conservative,  how  did  he  behave  ? 
What  did  he  do?  The  tenants  on  the  land 
were,  I  believe,  exclusively  Roman  Catho- 
lio.  He  ordered  the  ejectmetits  to  be  with- 
drawn, and  the  debt  to  be  received  by  such 
instalments  as  the  distressed  tenant  could 
conveniently  pay.  I  have  made  the  follow- 
iag  memorandum  on  this  point; — "The 
inhabitant!  have  been  ever  since  my  most 
implacable  enemies."  Now  1  beseech  the 
House  to  mark  the  truly  diabolical  artifice 
by  which  a  retreat  is  attempted  to  he  se- 
eUNd  ben;  6a  to  (bi^  I  auppow,  is  to  be 
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applied  the  postscript  r— "  One  of  these 
townlands  not  being  in  the  possession  of 
Colunel  B.  at  the  time  the  tenantry  were 
ejected,"  Why  then  was  it  mentioned  ? 
Would  any  man  who  had  a  spark  of  decency, 
not  to  mention  honesty  or  good  feeling,  in 
big  cumposltion,  have  first  deliberately 
charged  another  with  committing  a  crime 
—have  first  coolly  planted  a  dagger  in  hi* 
back,  left  it  ranjding  in  the  wound,  and 
then  in  a  sort  of  appendix — a  second  or 
third  edition — have  insinuated  or  hinted, 
that  possibly  the  accused  was  not  quite  so 
guilty,  not  having  been  exactly  at  that  very 
time  in  a  situation  to  commit  the  offence  ? 
But  here  again  the  character  of  the  in- 
ventors and  propagators  of  this  atrocious 
falBehood  breaks  out — the  cloven  foot  again 
appears.  They  well  know  every  particle 
of  the  case,  and  that  I  have  not,  and  never 
bad,  any  authority  over  this  land,  some  of 
the  most  mischievous  and  active  of  their 
own  followers  residing  on  it.  I  think, 
moreover,  that  there  is  an  additional  false- 
hood. Father  Phelan  states  that  Bally- 
tarsna  is  in  the  same  parish  as  the  rest  of 
the  town-lands,  whereas  I  believe  it  is  in 
Mr.  Tyrrell's ;  if,  however,  my  supposition 
be  incorrect,  then  it  ia  in  his  own  parish, 
and  he  must  have  known  that  every  word 
he  uttered  was  false — although  his  state- 
ments were  made  on  a  Sunday  with  his 
congregation  around  him,  who  must  like- 
wise have  known  the  falsehood  of  Li 
charge ;  but  that  is  a  matter  of  small  con- 
sequence; an  occasion  was  to  be  served-^ 
the  end  justifies  the  means.  I  have  now 
done,  and  I  trust  I  have  tonvinced  the 
se,  even  from  the  imperfect  informa- 
tion I  can  now  command,  that  most  of  the 
charges  in  the  petition  lately  presented  are 
gross  and  wilful  misstatements,  and  that  the 
others  are  so  distorted,  perverted,  and  ex- 
a^erated,  that  they  scarcely  bear  any  re- 
semblance to  the  truth.  Were  my  pur- 
pose attack  or  recrimination,  I  should  find 
little  difficulty  in  pointing  out  many  f  the 
learned  Member's  speeches  and  actions, 
which  would  throw  all  my  exploits  into 
the  shade,  and  place  in  a  very  striking 
light  the  very  different  species  of  liberty 
that  he  takes  himself,  and  is  willing  to 
allow  to  others.  But  I  need  not  such  a 
defence — my  position  is  loo  strong.  I 
heartily  hope  that  the  threatened  royal 
"ommission  may  be  issued,  to  inquire 
ito  all  the  causes  of  the  present  unhappy 
state  of  Carlow.  For  years  1  have  been 
anxiously  endeavouring,  at  great  expense 
wd  trouble,   and  at  the  taciiGce  of  all 
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tny  domestic  comforu,  to  bring  these 
Tnatters  under  the  view  of  the  Committees 
of  this  House,  1  have  hitherto  failed.  I 
v'dl,  nevertheless,  continue  my  endeavours, 
and  1  have  the  satisfaction  of  intcin.! 
the  learned  Gentleman,  that  I  hare  long 
aince  secured  ihe  assistance  of  the  same 
friends  tvho  have  heretofore  discharged 
their  duty  so  cBicienily  to  iheir  clients, 
and  so  honourably  to  tliemselvcs.  I  now 
hail  Ihe  promise  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Greenock  to  move  for  that  Commission 
on  nn  early  day — I  entreat — I  conjure — 
I  dare  him  to  obtain  it.  If  impartial  men 
be  appointed,  who  will  honestly  do  their 
duty,  a  state  of  things  n- ill  be  disclosed, 
of  which  no  Gentletnan  can  form  a  con- 
ception —  but  which ,  nevertheless,  very 
nearly  concerns  themselves.  I  will  under- 
take to  prove  every  tittle  of  what  I  have 
stated,  and  much  more.  I  now  ail  down, 
conlidently  submitting  that  I  hare  re- 
deemed my  pledge,  and  shown  that  the 
assertions  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Dublin  with  respect  to  me  are  as 
worthy  of  credit  as  those  he  is  in  the 
babit  of  making. 

Mr.  /fo/ie confessed  that  the  embarrass- 
ment which  he  always  felt  on  addressing 
the  House,  was  very  much  increased  by 
the  knowledge  he  had  that  they  were 
anxious  to  proceed  to  business  of  a  more 
general  nature,  but  he  begged  to  obtrude 
a  few  minutes  on  their  time  in  order  to 
vindicate  the  character  of  a  noble  relative 
of  his  own,  who  had  been  most  unjustly 
attacked  on  several  occasions,  and  more 
particularly  in  a  petition  lately  presented 
to  the  House,  when  that  petition  was 
presented  no  opportunity  had  been  afforded 
to  his  noble  relative  of  giving  any  explana- 
tion whatever.  He  (Mr.  Hope)  immedi- 
ately conveyed  to  his  noble  relative  in- 
fo rm  at  i(^8f  the  charges  which  had  beei 


not  for  him  (Mr.  Hope)  to  lay.  This  wu 
not  the  first  time  an  attempt  had  been 
made  to  impeach  the  character  of  bit 
noble  relative,  and  to  cast  a  certain  stigma 
on  him.  Mr.  Vigors,  the  late  Member 
for  Carlow,  did  endeavour  to  do  ao  on  a 
former  occasion.  The  intimidation  Com- 
mil  tee  waa  appointed  in  the  course  of  the 
last  Session.  Now,  if  that  hon  .'Gentleman 
had  charges  to  make  against  his  noble 
relative,  or  against  anybody  else,  of  religi- 
ous bigotry  and  political  persecution — 

Mr.  Jcrvis  rose  to  order.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  opposite  had  been 
heard  in  consequence  of  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  being  always  extended  to 
every  hon.  Member  on  whom  imputations 
had  been  cast,  and  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity afforded  to  him  to  give  an  explana- 
tion of  his  conduct.  But  that  was  not 
the  case  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  wa* 
now  in  possession  of  the  House.  He  was 
addressing  himself  to  a  subject  not  relat- 
ing to  any  Member  of  this  House,  and  be 
(Mr.  Jervis)  put  it  to  the  House  whether 
they  would  allow  the  hon.  Member  to 
proceed  in  making  a  statement  which 
must,  of  necessity,  lead  to  a  lengthened 
debate? 

Mr.  ITtlliams  TTynfi  saidthat  there  was 
no  doubt  that  upon  the  strict  point  of 
order  the  hon,  and  learned  Member  waa 
correct.  But  the  House  must  consider  if  they 
would  receive  petitions  containing  heavy 
charges  upon  individuals  which  they  had 
no  opportunity,  personally,  to  answer, 
they  being  Members  of  the  other  House 
of  the  Legislature,  whether,  after  givng  a 
facility  of  reception  to  petilions  much 
greater  than  used  to  be  given  ia  former 
times,  and  allowing  them  to  have  currency 
to  the  most  remote  parts  of  the  empire,  they 
were  not  in  justice  called  upon  to  extend  a 
like    indulgence   to   those   who    were  bo 


made   agairist   him;    and  he   had    come    charged,  and  relaxtheir  rules  in  farour  of 


down  on  the  succeeding  evening,  pre- 
pared, if  the  course  of  the  debate  had 
permitted,  to  make  a  brief  answer  to  those 
charges.  Subsequently  the  hon.  Member 
for  Greenock  (Mr.  Wallace)  gave  notice 
of  a  motion  for  inquiry,  by  Royal  Com- 
mission, into  Ihe  facts  and  circumstances 
aet  forth  in  Mr.  Vigors'*  petition.  On 
seeing  this 
thai  all  he 


hearing  the  answers  (o  the  attacks  that  had 
been  made. 


Mr.  Hopg  said  he  did  not  claim  it  as  a 
matter  of  right  to  address  the  House,  bat 
asked  to  be  permitted  to  do  so  as  a  matter 
of  courtesy.  He  left  off  with  stating  that 
the  time  for  bringing  forward  charges  of 
political  persecution  and  religious  bigotry 
his  noble  relative  declared  ,  would  have  been  when  the  intimidatioti 
a  full  inquiry,  and  ;  Committee  WHS   sitting.     Mr.  Vigori  did. 


i  of  last  .Session,  get  up  a 


he  should  be   perfectly  satisfied   if  that  | 

hon.  Gentleman's  motion  were  carried. '  pptition  for  the  purpose  of  attempting  to 
What  reason  the  hon.  Gentleman  miglit !  establish  charges  against  his  (Mr.  Hope's) 
have  had  for  dcfening  his  motion  it  was  |  noble  relative.     He  then  recctrad  a  coo-- 
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What  did  his  noble  relative  do  with  the 
smaller  iahabitants?  To  each  of  them  he 
made  an  offer  of  emigration,  if  they  chose 
to  accept  it ;  and  to  those  who  did  not. 
he  gave  a  certain  amount  in  money,  to 
buy  up  their  interest.  He  aUo  built  ft 
great  number  of  cottages,  in  which  many 
of  these  people  were  pUced.  Those  who 
did  not  emigrate,  and  were  not  placed 
in  really  comfortable  cottages — the  pro- 
viding which,  when  the  miserable  nature 
of  the  hovels  they  had  previously  occupied 
was  recollected,  must  be  considered  an 
act  of  charhy — had  sums  of  money  given 
them  to  buy  op  iheir  interest.  The  case 
of  Clonegaeh  was  tlie  same.  The  princi- 
ple of  dividing  the  farms  was  the  same, 
the  principle  of  retaining  (he  tenants  was 
the  same,  the  principle  of  making  pecuni- 
ary campensalion  to  the  cotters  who 
went  away  was  the  same  ;  and  many  of 


muoicBtion  from  his  noble  relatirei  desir- 
ing him  logo  to  Mr.  Vigors,  and  inform 
him  that  a  time  was  appointed  when  he 
might  bring  forward  his  petition,  and  make 
his  charges.  Let  the  House  observe  that 
the  statements  had  been  made,  although 
the  petition  had  not  been  presented.  He 
then  went  to  Mr.  Vigors,  and  saw  him  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  He  told  him 
then,  that  if  he  would  meet  bim  in  the 
House  of  Commons  next  day,  at  four 
o'clock,  he  would  be  ready  to  meet  any  of 
the  statements  he  might  have  to  make. 
Mr.  Vigors  did  not  came  down  to  the 
House  of  Commons  at  four  o'clock  on  the 
appointed  day.  Mr.  Vigors  did  not  write 
him  aline,  or  speak  one  word  to  him  on 
the  subject;  and  from  that  hour  to  the 
present,  be  had  heard  do  more  of  Mr.  Vi- 
gors, or  of  his  charges  in  this  respect. 
Now  a  few  words  as  to  the  statements 
contained  in  the  petition.  The  first  name 
on  (he  list  was  Ballinkillen.  His  noble 
relative  was  accused  of  having  ejected 
from  the  town-lands  of  Ballinkillen,  the 
property  of  Viscount  Beresford,  where  the 
system  first  commenced,  thirty-nine  fami- 
lies, amounting  to  205  individuals,  includ- 
ing fifty-six  widows  and  orphans.  Now  ihe 
landsofBallinkillen  fell  out  of  lease  twelve 
years  ago.  He,  therefore  thought  it  was 
unnecessary,  in  the  present  stale  of  the 
House,  to  trouble  them  with  any  observa- 
tions on  that  part  of  the  case.  He  would 
■imply  say,  Iliat  of  six  farmers  put  into 
these  lands,  three  were  Catholics,  and 
three  Protestants,  and  that  they  remained 
tenants  to  this  day.  So  much  for  the 
charge  oF  religious  and  political  perse- 
cution on  the  landsofBallinkillen.  The 
next  place  was  Ballyknocken  ;  and  the 
chaise  against  his  noble  relative  was,  that 
from  the  lands  of  Ballyknocken  he  had 
evictedseveofamrlies,aniaunting  to  thirty- 
threeindividuals,  including  thirteen  widows 
and  orphans.  Now  the  only  change  made 
by  his  noble  relative  in  this  place  was  this ; 
—a  man  who  now  kept  a  public-house  in 
Ballyknocken  had  twelve  acres  of  land 
taken  from  him  and  given  to  another 
farmer.  The  next  case  was  that  of  Sly- 
guff.  Now  when  the  lands  of  Slyguff  fell 
out  of  lease,  the  first  proceeding  of  hit 
noble  relative  was  to  divide  them  into 
■mall  farms.  Every  one  of  the  tenants 
were  restored  to  their  farms,  and  were  now 
in  the  occupation  of  them.  There  were  a 
few  exceptions  to  be  sure;  the  non- 
midsat   ttoanli   were    aot   coatioucd. 


the  ten 

nnts  forcibly 

refused    to  give  up 
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on.       Ha   tho 
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he   had    com- 
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uding  twenty* 

three  widows  and  orphans,  had  received 
notice  to  quit  The  House  would  do  him 
the  favour  of  observing  the  facta  in  this 
case  ;  he  thought  they  would  rather  as- 
tonish thenn.  There  were  only  two  indi- 
viduals in  the  town-land  of  Slyguff  who 
were  now  going  to  quiL  One  of  those 
was  under  notice  to  quit,  and  the  other 
had  given  notice  himself,  and  both  these 
individuals  were  Proleatants.  He  w.is 
informed  by  his  noble  relative,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  charge  of  political  persecu- 
tion, that  he  was  not  aware  of  having 
turned  any  one  single  elector  off  his  land; 
and  with  regard  to  religious  persecution, 
he  hoped  the  statements  he  had  made 
were  sufficient  to  disprove  the  allegations 
of  the  petition.  One  word  more,  and  only 
one.  The  town  and  neighbourhood  of 
Slyguff  had  been  mentioned  frequently. 
These  charges  against  his  noble  relative 
were  all  made  when  the  townland  of  Sly- 
guff fell  out  of  the  occupation  of  the  life 
owner.  Mr,  Vigors,  the  unimpeachable 
Mr.  Vigors,  and  Mr.  Blakeney,  the  then 
Members  for  Carlow,  came  to  bis  noble 
relative  and  mentioned  the  allegations 
which  were  then  circulated  in  the  country 
against  him  with  regard  to  his  intention  to 
turn  off  all  these  people,  Hii  noble  n- 
lativa  told  th«m  what  his  intentions  were, 
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aod  whtt  the  principle!  were  on  nhich  be 
meant  to  act.  Mr.  Vigors  and  Mr.  Blake- 
ne;  then  eipressed  themselves  perrectly 
aatisBed,  and  asked  his  noble  relative 
vhetlier  he  would  permit  them  to  cammu- 
nicnte  to  his  tenants,  then  holding  the 
land,  his  intentions  lowards  them,  as  they 
were  anxious  Tor  nothing  more  than  his 
own  statement  of  bis  intentions.  What 
was  his  noble  relative's  answer?  "No, 
Sir ;  I  mean  to  act  upon  these  principles; 
I  will  follow  them  up ;  but  1  do  not  choose 
any  communication  to  be  made  to  my 
tenanis  that  does  not  come  from  myself, 
or  my  agents.  Upon  these  principles  his 
noble  Friend  had  acted  ;  upon  these  prin- 
ciples he  was  ready  to  defend  his  conduct ; 
upon  ihese  principles  he  required  investi- 
garion  ;  upon  these  principles  be  was  satis- 
fied with  the  mode  of  investigation  pro- 
posed to  the  hon.  Member  for  Greenock  ; 
and  he  could  only  add,  that  relative  to  all 
the  facts  which  now  rested  upon  assertion, 
he  was  prepsred  to  bring  forward  incon- 
trovertible evidence. 

Mr.  ffConnell:  Mr.  Vigors  had  been 
mentioned.  He  would  not  detain  the 
House  one  moment;  but  he  wished  lo  be 
enabled  to  state  what  he  thought  the 
House  must  be  clearly  agreed  upon,  that 
this  matter  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
remain  in  its  present  state.  If  these 
charges  had  been  falsely  made,  their  false- 
hood ought  to  be  exposed.  Therefore,  it 
was,  that  he  intended  to  move,  when  he 
had  an  opportunity  of  presenting  several 
petitions  on  the  subject  which  had  been 
intrusted  to  him,  that  the  whole  of  the 
facts  should  be  investigated  by  a  Select 
Committee. 

Oramse  Lodges.]  Mr.  Hume  rose  to 
bring  before  the  House  the  Motion  relative 
to  Orange  Lodges,  of  which  he  had  given 
notice.  It  would  be  recollected  that  on 
the  4th  of  August  last  he  had  brought 
forward  the  question  of  Orange  Lodgn 
generally.  The  evidence  taken  before  the 
Committee  appointed  to  inquire  Into  the 
subject  of  Orange  Lodges,  afforded  to  his 
mind  so  much  evidence,  and  so  many 
strong  facts,  that  it  had  appeared  to  him 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  last  Session 
of  Parliament  should  cot  terminate  without 
the  House  coming  to  some  Resolution  on 
the  subjecF.  It  would  he  recollected,  that 
in  pursuance  of  a  motion  made  by  hitn,  the 
eviiknee,  so  far  ai  it  was  taken,  was  laid 
Wi  the  Table  of  the  House.    He  then  n^ 
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mitted  to  the  House  certain  Retalutiom, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  bring  the  nature 
and  tendencies  of  Orange  Lodges  clearlj 
before  it,  with  the  view  of  urging  upon 
Parliament  the  decision  of  a  question,  the 
settlement  of  which  appeared  to  him  easen- 
tially  necessary  to  the  welfare  end  peace 
of  the  country.  The  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  Home  Department,  however, 
suggested  to  him  that  it  would  be  better 
to  limit  the  Resolutions  to  one  branch  of 
the  subject — to  Orange  Lodges  in  the 
army,  and  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
House  thereupon.  Knowing  that  the 
system  was  making  fearful  inroads,  and 
seeing  that  it  was  gradually  tending  to 
sap  and  undermine  the  discipline  of  ths- 
Army,  he  complied  with  the  noble  Lard's 
suggestion.  He  now  begged  to  move  that 
the  Resolutions  agreed  to  on  the  11th  of 
August,  to  which  day  the  motion  wai 
adjourned,  should  be  read.  He  should 
then  submit  a  proposition,  to  which  he 
considered  it  the  duty  of  the  House  to  lend 
its  mott  attentive  consideration,  with  the 
view  of  remedying  what  be  could  not  but 
consider  a  serious  evil  existing  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  in  this  country,  (The  Reso- 
lutions of  the  I  Itb  of  August  having  been 
read,  the  hon.  Member  proceeded.)  Id 
consequence  of  the  Addressof  that  Honse, 
his  Majesty  issued  orders  to  his  Com- 
mander-in-Chief,  to  the  effect  that  any 
military  officer  or  soldier  who  attended 
any  Orange  Lodge,  should  be  liable  to  be 
tried  by  a  court-martla].  Notwithstand- 
ing this  command  of  his  Majesty,  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
had,  as  it  seemed  lo  him,  equally  set  at 
defiance  the  orders  of  the  King  and  thft 
Address  of  that  House.  It  would  be  hia 
object  to  show  more  immediately,  befora 
he  sat  down,  the  ends  which  his  Royal 
Highness  had  in  view  m  pursuing  thit 
course;  and  this  he  should  endeavour  ti> 
show  from  docuraents  which  had  com* 
into  bis  possession.  In  conaequence  of 
Colonel  Fairman  having  refused  to  furnish 
the  Committee  with  the  evidence  tbm 
required,  and  having  avoided  the  Speaker  ■ 
warrant,  and  having  thus  evaded  the  pro- 
duction of  the  documents  which  were  stated 
to  be,  and  which  he  (Mr.  Hume)  really 
believed  to  have  been,  in  bis  possesaioB, 
of  ft  very  serious  and  important  natui^ 
papers  had  been  put  into  his  hands  pur- 
porting to  be  documents  coooected  with 
Orange  Lodges,  which  wovld  show  tha 
■BBoner  m  wbich  thgne  laodgw  bid  b«09 
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eonditcted,  ud  tbe  mode  ia  which  tbetr 
pToceedings  had  been  carried  on,  besides 
proving  attempti  to  organize  troopi  to 
carry  into  effect  their  objects,  whatever 
they  might  be.  It  was  his  intention  to 
bring  the  question  of  Orange  Lodgei  fully 
and  completely  before  the  House :  it  would 
be  for  them  to  decide  whether  they  would 
■ubmit  to  have  their  Resolutions  and  the 
King's  orders  set  at  nought  by  a  man  at 
the  head  of  the  Army,  who  ouglit  to  have 
set  a  better  example,  and  to  have  better 
remembered  what  was  due  to  his  station, 
his  allegiaQce,  and  his  name.  The  Duke 
of  GordoD  bad,  in  the  end,  acted  very 
properly.  It  appeared  that  he  had  no  idea 
of,  or  at  any  rate  had  Toi^olten,  the  eziat- 
ence  of  the  general  orders  of  1822  and 
1829,  which  were  entered  in  his  regi- 
mental books,  and  which  every  serjeant 
in  his  corps  bad  an  opporrunity  of  perusing 
ifhe  pleased,  Tbey  appeared,  however, 
not  to  have  attracted  hia  attention  until 
'  the  issuing  of  the  order  of  the  Slat  of 
August,  when  a  Grand  Lodge  was  held, 
at  which  the  Duke  ot  Cumberland  presided. 
He  had  been  informed,  within  the  last 
twenty-four  hours,  that,  in  spite  of  all  the 
orders  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  had  presided,  no 
longer  since  than  Thursday  last,  at  an 
Orange  Lodge  in  Portman-square.  It 
vas  proved,  too,  that  bis  Royal  Highness, 
holdmg  his  Majesty's  Commission,  not 
content  with  disobeying  the  orders  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  had  received  and 
answered  an  address  from  a  Grand  Orange 
Lodge  at  Longford,  He  held  that  answer 
— which  had  been  publiahed — in  his  hand, 
and  in  it  he  assured  all  Orangemen  that 
theymight  depend  upon  him;  that  nothing 
should  induce  him  to  desert  the  cause  of 
Orangeism  ',  ihat  nothing,  in  fact,  should 
induce  him  to  withdraw  from  that  asso- 
ciation, until  his  brother,  the  Sovereign 
of  this  country,  had  declared  no  soldier 
should  attend  without  rendering  himself 
amenable  to  a  Court-martial.  This  was 
not  the  time  to  tell  that  House,  or  the 
country,  that  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  re- 
ceived no  individual  pay,  Hehad  received 
honour,  he  was  a  Field  Marshal,  he  stood 
on  the  army  list  of  England;  and  he  hoped 
that  House  would  not  allow  him  to  act 
in  utter  disregard  of  its  expression  of 
opinion,  and  the  orders  of  his  Majesty. 
He  would  come  now  to  the  proceedings 
which  had  taken  place  since  he  first 
Woufbt  tb«  lubject  under  the  notice  of 
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the  House,  and  to  the  present  state  of  the 
question.  At  the  time  of  his  making  the 
motion  of  the  1 1th  of  August,  wliich  the 
House  was  pleased  to  support,  one  folio 
volume  of  evidence  had  been  laid  on  the 
Table.  Hon,  Gentlemen  who  had  paid 
attention  to  the  subject,  would  find  that 
the  second  volume  contained  the  third 
report  of  the  Committee  at  large,  end 
another  had  since  been  laid  on  the  Table 
of  the  House.  Every  page  of  these  volumes 
seemed  to  him  to  contain  matter  of  the 
most  serious  importance,  and  well  worthy 
the  grave  consideration  of  the  House. 
After  the  11th  of  August,  in  consequence 
of  information  he  bad  received  respecting 
the  extent  of  Orangeism  in  England  and 
Scotland,  the  accuracy  of  which  was  denied 
by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  and  also  by 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  he  was  induced 
to  submit  to  the  House  a  Motion  for 
inquiry.  That  inquiry  was  accorded  ;  and 
its  results  had  also  been  laid  before  the 
House  in  another  portly  volume.  These 
three  volumes  were  now  tying  on  the 
Table  of  the  House,  and  he  begged  their 
attention  once  for  all  to  the  fact,  Ihat 
nineteen-twentieths  of  the  evidence  con- 
tained in  them  was  either  produced  by 
ofEcers  of  the  institution,  or  collected  from 
existing  documents.  The  portion  of  evi- 
dence taken  from  other  individuals  wat 
extremely  small,  and  looking  to  the  nature 
of  the  great  majority  of  it,  there  could  be 
little  of  cavil,  dispute,  or  denial.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny  had  slated  the 
other  evening,  that  the  impiirtiality  of  the 
evidence  and  the  fairnessof  the  Committee 
had  been  arraigned.  On  what  ground,  or 
on  what  principle,  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
understand  :  perhaps  he  should  hear  from 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  Wiih  regard 
[0  the  Committee  on  Orange  Lodges  in 
England,  he  had  heard  no  doubt  of  its 
impartiality  or  fairness  expressed;  and  he 
begged  the  House  particularly  to  observe, 
that  the  documents  in  the  appendix  were 
in  the  first  instance  prepared  by  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Grand  Lod^e,  and  submiited  to 
the  Grand  Master,  befure  they  were  finally 
decided  on.  By  the  Resolutions  which 
had  just  been  read,  the  House  had  affirmed 
the  existence  of  upwards  of  1,500  lodgei 
in  Ireland,  and  350  in  England— institu- 
tions of  an  exclusive  nature,  from  which 
Catholics  were  carefully  shut  out,  and 
which  were  enrolled  for  the  avowed  oliject 
of  opposing  their  creed.  An  observution 
which  fell  from  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
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learned  member  for  the  University  or 
Dublin,  a  few  nights  since,  had  made  a 
great  impreuion  on  bis  mind.  In  the  laal 
sentence  uttered  by  the  right  hon,  and 
learned  Gentleman  OD  the  occasion  to 
which  he  referred,  he  said  that  Catholics 
were  the  natural  enemies  of  Frotestanta. 
["  No,  No,"]  He  certainly  had  understood 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  so ; 
it  would  appear  by  all  the  proceedingB  of 
the  ProteBlant  party  in  Ireland  that  they 
thought  so  most  undouhledly.  It  had  been 
further  declared  that  the  constitution  of 
these  societies  was  illegal,  at  any  rate  that 
ihey  came  within  the  provisions  of  the 
Corresponding  Act,  consisting,  as  it  did, 
of  a  vast  number  of  minor  branches  in 
constant  correspondence  with  a  centra! 
board,  and  receiving  instructions  and 
orders  from  it.  The  question  of  the 
legality  or  illegality  of  these  bodies,  he 
(Mr.  Hume)  would  not  enter  into;  he 
would  leave  it  to  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Cornwall,  who  would  most 
probably  second  the  Motion,  and  address 
himself  to  that  part  of  the  subject.  It 
was  sufficiently  proved  that  there  nere 
in  existence  a  lai^e  body  of  Orangemen, 
amounling,  according  to  their  own  calcu- 
lation, to  300,000  men  in  Ireland,  and 
100,000  men  in  England.  Whether  this 
was  a  correct  estimate  of  their  numbers  or 
not,  it  was  not  for  him  to  decide,  but  as 
nearly  as  he  could  calculate,  takiog  the 
medium  between  the  varying  statements  of 
Orangemen  themselves,  he  should  say  that 
their  numbers  in  Ireland  were  from  150,000 
to  220,000.  They  boasted  that  it  was  in  their 
power  to  call  forth  large  bodies,  selected 
from  this  great  mass  ;  for  proof  that  they 
could  do  so,  he  need  only  refer  to  one 
instance  which  occurred  in  1834,  when 
76,000  men  were  assembled  at  one  lime  at 
Billsborough  ;  and  cases  were  constantly 
occurring  of  the  assemblage  of  10,000, 
20,000,  or  30,000  men,  at  the  summons 
of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  dintrict.  Could 
any  man  doubt  that  such  institutions  called 
imperatively  for  the  interference  of  that 
House,  more  especially  when  he  reflected 
on  the  unfortunate  and  distressed  situation 
of  Ireland.  Were  these  institutions  to  be 
borne,  when  the  people  of  Ireland 
tislied  and  discontented,  were  driven  to 
desperation,  and  urged  to  defy  the  I; 
end  to  take  their  redress  into  their  o 
hands?  Orange  lodges  alone  had 
created  the  dreadful  condition  in  which 
ttie  liUl)  people  were  plunged,  he  knew 
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perfectly  well ;  but  they  had  done  mncb 
to  aggravate  and  perpetuate  their  miseriei 
and  misfortunes.  No  reasonable  man 
could  doubt,  that  in  a  country  like  Ireland, 
where  seven-eighths  of  thepopulation  were 
Catholics,  and  where  they  had  been  ao 
long  labouring  under  Protestattt  ascen- 
dancy, and  the  oppression  of  a  denial  of 
civil  rights,  the  people  must  be  aggravated 
by  the  existence  of  such  bodies.  He  found 
that  in  the  year  1811,  Orange  lodges  were 
described  by  Judge  Fletcher,  in  his  chargt 
to  the  grand  jury,  as  a  serious  evil.  He 
told  them  that,  in  his  opinion,  they  had 
Tomented  much  of  the  disorder  that  ex- 
isted ;  that  they  tended  to  present  the  due 
administration  of  justice;  that  they  tended, 
in  short,  to  render  the  Catholics  discon- 
tented and  dissatisfied,  and  to  plunge  the 
country  into  the  state  in  which  it  was  at 
the  moment  of  his  addressing  them.  He 
could  not  but  think  it  must  be  matter  of 
deep  regret  to  every  man  in  that  House, 
who  had  watched  the  progress  of  Ireland 
from  1811  to  the  present  day,  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  opposite,  and  every 
successive  administration,  with  the  charge! 
of  Judges  before  them,  with  breaches  of 
the  peace  and  violations  of  the  law  daily 
and  hourly  recurring,  and  with  the  excessea 
of  Orangemen  constantly  before  their  eyes, 
should  have  allowed  these  mischievoua 
and  illegal  associations  to  continue  in  ex- 
istence. But,  independently  of  the  mis- 
chievous effects  wliich  resulted  from  the 
centralization  and  correspondence  of 
Orange  Lodges,  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that 
they  were  armed,  and  that  blood  upon 
blood  had  been  shed  in  consequence  of 
these  men  being  pre-eminently  prepared — 
if  he  might  use  the  term — to  disturb  the 
public  peace,  to  concentrate  their  numbers, 
to  employ  their  arms  in  concert,  and  to 
commit  any  act  of  vengeance  or  violence 
against  the  Catholics.  Could  any  man 
doubt,  knowing  the  acts  of  aggression-— 
ay,  the  murders — which  liad  been  com- 
mitted by  the  Orange  party  in  Ireland, 
that  the  Government  should  long  ago 
have  disarmed  these  dangerous  bodies? 
Well  did  he  recollect  what  passed  in  that 
House  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  now  filled  the  chair  and  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Montgomeryshire  brought 
forward  the  question  of  Orange  Lodges, 
when  they  challenged  them  as  detrimen- 
tal to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  coun- 
try, and  brought  before  Parliament  the 
fact*  of  tbeir  exiatence,  of  their  o 
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DK  or  secret  signs,  and  of  tbeir  being 
twnded  together  in  opposition  to  the  peo- 
ple. Well  did  he  recollect  thereplji,  that 
DO  luch  things  existed,  that  it  was  mere 
rumour,  and  that  snch  Tsgae  and  on- 
fonnded  repoils  were  nnworthy  the  atten- 
tion of  PaTliament.  The  evidence  nowon 
the  Table  proved  beyond  denial  that  tnch 
k  state  of  things  did  actually  eiist;  that 
from  it  the  most  lamentable,  the  most  dia- 
Bstnius,  the  most  deplorable  results,  had 
ensued.  The  existence  of  Orange  Lodges 
gave  rise  to  Ribbon  Lodges ;  the  existence 
of  either  was  fatal  to  the  peace  and  quiet 
of  any  country.  He  could  show,  that  as 
Orangeism  had  spread  in  Scotland  the 
peace  of  the  country  had  been  disturbed, 
and  the  blood  of  its  people  shed.  He 
vonid  show  that  this  bad  been  occasioned 
by  the  introduction  and  extension  of 
Orangeism,  under  the  fostering  influence 
and  protection  of  the  Grand  I^dge  and 
Grand  Master  in  England.  In  Airdrie, 
on  the  1st  of  July,  a  large  body  of  Orange- 
men had  assembled  and  committed  vio- 
lence against  the  Catholics,  and  insulted 
their  religion.  What  was  the  consequence? 
Why,  that  on  the  15th  of  the  same  month, 
upwards  of  10,000  Catholics  assembled  on 
Glasgow- green,  and  marched  from  thence 
to  Airdrj  in  order  to  be  rerenged  on  their 
Bssailaots.  At  about  the  same  period  of 
the  following  year,  the  Catholics  assembled, 
made  their  arrangements,  collected  tbeir 
nombers,  and  in  their  own  defence,  raised 
a  formidable  force  to  prevent  a  repetition 
of  the  otttrages  of  the  preceding  year. 
Who  could  tell  what  might  have  resulted 
from  a  conflict  between  two  snch  bodies, 
but  for  the  excellent  behaviour  of  the 
townspeople  1  Who  coald  exa^erate 
the  evils  which  such  scenes  must  always 

frodace?  The  evidence  proved  that  in 
reland,  when  Orauee  processions  or 
meetings  took  place,  the  Orangemen  ap- 
peared armed,  having  along  with  them, 
generally,  not  only  the  gentlemen  of  the 
coantry,  hot  magistrates,  deputy-lieute- 
nants, cle^meh  and  others  who  ought  to 
know  belter,  but  who  used  the  advantages 
of  iheir  influence  and  station  to  oppress 
the  people.  Every  page  of  the  evidence 
proved  these  meetings  and  processions, 
and  this  description  of  attendance,  to  an 
extent  which  those  who  had  not  read  it 
could  scarcely  form  any  idea  of.  He  could 
only  say,  that  strongly  as  he  felt  on  the 
•nlHect  of  Orange  hoaei*  in  Angost  last, 
midatijsniw  w  be  tboajbt  tibem  tc  tbe 
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Government  and  the  peace  of  the  conatry, 
the  facts  which  had  been  elicited  by  the 
inquiry  proved  to>  him  the  impossibility 
of  peace  being  preserved  in  any  country 
where  snch  institutions  remained.  His  pre- 
sent object  was,  that  the  Government 
should  take  some  strong  measures  to  put 
down  Orange  Lodges  in  every  case,  as  they 
had  already  done  by  tbeir  resolution 
in  the  case  of -the  army.  Unless  they 
did  this,  he  conceived,  they  would 
neglect  their  first  duty.  Their  first  duty 
was  to  protect  the  oppressed.  How  did 
they  discharge  it,  when  they  stood  calmly 
by,  and  witnessed  the  outrageous  proceed- 
ings of  these  armed  bodies  f  It  was  dtSi- 
cult  to  imagine  how  such  processions,  and 
such  conduct  as  the  evidence  described, 
could  ever  have  been  tolerated.  Judge 
Fletcher,  in  a  charge  delivered  on  the  5th 
of  August,  ISI5,  said — "  He  had  found, 
from  experience,  that  those  societies  called 
Orange  Societies,  had  produced  the  most 
mischievous  effects,  particularly  in  the 
North  of  Ireland.  They  poisoned  the  very 
fountains  of  justice,  ana  even  some  Ma- 
gistrates, under  their  influence,  had,  in 
too  many  instances,  violated  their  duty." 
The  learned  Judge  did  not  hesitate  to  say, 
that  all  associations  in  Ireland,  whethei 
of  Orangeism  or  Ribbonism,  whether  dis- 
tinguished by  the  colour  of  orange  or 
green  —  all  persons  bound  together  by 
oath,  leagued  for  a  common  purpose, 
endangering  the  peace  of  the  country- 
were  GOntrarv  to  law ;  and  he  added, 
"  that  should  it  ever  happen  to  him  to 
have  to  decide  the  question,  ha  would 
send  down  bills  of  indictment  to  the 
Grand  Jury  against  the  individuals  who 
were  members  of  such  associations,"  Of 
this  Judge  Fletcher  was  certain,  that  so 
long  as  these  associations  were  permitted 
to  act  in  the  lawless  manner  they  then  did, 
there  would  1>e  no  tranquillity  in  ihalcoun- 
trv,  particularly  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
where  those  disturbers  of  the  public  peac«, 
Orange  yeomen,  as  they  were  termed, 
frequented  fairs  and  public  places,  with 
arms  in  tbeir  hands,  under  pretence  of  pre* 
serving  tbe  public  peacir,  but  realty  for  ib« 
purposeof  excludiogKibbonmen  and  put- 
ting them  down.  "  Murders  (said  the 
learned  Jndn)  bad  been  frequently  com - 
milted,  and  thougli  disastrous  conse- 
^(ienc«s  bad  ensued,  such  hsd  been  the 
itiflnence  of  thesi:  aMOclaiions,  that  jieKy 
jurors  had  dcclmwl,  tn  some  occasi' 
19  d»  iWir  A»y.    Tb«M  weft  bi*  fi 


OrmgtUd^tt.  {POHHONSJ  Ormgttod^n.  TM 

Ireland  cmU   canttDue  to  roSier  under. 
daily  insults  and  aggressions  lilce   those 


meats,  not  merelr  as  an  individual,  bat  m 
i  judge  discharging  his  dutjF  b^  expressing 
l>ia  opinion  of  these  associattoni,  whose 
only  proceeding!  were'  the  raking  up  of 
tfinbiltering  recollection 4,  and  inflicting 
wounds  upon  the  feelings  of  others ;  and 
be  did  emphatically  state  it  as  his  opinion, 
(bat  Until  the;  were  put  dovn,  and  their 
crms  taken  from  them,  it  was  in  vain,  rn 
fhe  north  of  Ireland,  to  expect  peace." 
Sach  were  Judge  Fletcher's  sentiments; 
and  after  twenty  years  more  of  the  same 
facts,  the  same  evils,  and  the  same  resuUs, 
vitb  a  constant  repetition  of  the  same 
■Cenes  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  he  (Mr. 
Hume)  called  upon  the  Governmeot,  and 
upon  that  House,  to  adopt  some  bold  and 
delinitive  measure  for  remedying  such  a 
tnonstrous  grievance,  and  putting  down 
filch  odibiis  hbdies.  He  asked,  was  justice 
fidtnini^ierednon  in  Ireland?  The  evidence 
proved  that  it  was  not — that  the  members 
6t  these  bodies  interfered  and  tampered 
with  it  in  all  its  stages.  There  were  in- 
ttatices  of  Magistrate^  having  refused  to 
take  examinations  against  men  charged 
with  murder,  or  of  postponing  it  so  long 
as  to  deny  justice  to  the  relative!)  of  the 
niutdered  man  in  a  thousand  cases.  There 
ttere  instances  of  men  charged  with  murder 
Upon  oath,  being  permitted  to  escE^e, 
without  one  effort  to  detain  them-.  The 
edse  of  Hamilton,  and  many  others  of  a 
limilar  description,  were  so  well  known, 
and  so  completely  proved,  that  he  should 
but  fatigue  the  House  by  entering  intc 
One-ttVentieth  part  of  them.  When  he 
taw  the  source  of  justice  polluted — when 
be  saw  Insult  upon  insult,  and  oppression 
upon  oppression  —when  he  saw  Magistrates 
influenced  by  parly  feeling,  regardles! 
alike  of  justice  and  of  decency — he  wac 
indeed  astonished  that  Secretary  aflei 
Secretary,  and  Lord-lieutenant  after  Lord- 
Heutennnt,  should  have  witnessed  sue 
scenes  without  an  effort  to  iibolish  then 
What  Were  the  proofs  before  the  Hout 
which  no  man  could  controvert  ?  Orangi 
men  had  been  allowed  to  carry  arms, 
where  Catholics  had  not;  and  arms  in- 
tended to  be  used  to  protect  the  public 
peace  and  maintain  the  authority  of  the 
Ooverntnent  and  the  supremacy  of  the 
law,  had  been  proved,  In  a  hundred  in- 
■tances,  to  have  been  used  by  Orangemen 
against  the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  Talk  of 
doing  justice  to  Ireland  I  Was  not  the 
name  of  justice  a  mockery,  and  was  it  not 
8  mockery  to  expect  that  the  people    " 


detailed  in  the  evidence  ?  Let  bim  refer 
the  tfouse  to  Captain  Duff's  report,  dated 
-27th  of  April,  1832:  "  Sir,  I  have  the 
honour  to  communicate,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  his  Excellency  the  Lord -lieutenant, 
that  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  one 
o'clock  Uiis  day,  a  large  body  of  Orange- 
men, in  number  from  four  to  five  thousand, 
marched  into  this  town  in  regular  pro- 
cession, carrying  twenty-four  stand  of 
colours,  their  bands  playing  '  The  Protest- 
ant Boys,'  in  frout ;  asd  leading  the  pro- 
cession, I  observed  the  following  genlla- 
men,  decorated  with  orange  and  purple  :— 
First- Lieu  tenant,  Colonel  William  Verner 
— (the  hon.  Member  opposite,  he  believed) 
— a  Deputy- Lieutenant  of  this  county,  ai 
also  a  Magistrate  for  it,  and  the  county 
of  Armagh.'  After  mentioning  Mr.  Joseph 
Grier,  aTso  Magistrate,  and  a  captain  of 
yeomanry,  Mr.  Jackson  Lloyd,  a  captain 
of  yeomanry,  and  other  gentlemen  not 
holding  any  commission  under  his  Ma- 
jesty's Governmeot,  the  witness  continued 
—  "As  the  procession  was  marching 
round  the  town  in  the  order  before  men- 
tioned, some  insulting  language  was  maafl 
use  of  towards  them,  bv  four  or  fiva 
Roman  Catholics,  on  which  a  riot  ensued: 
stones  were  throne  by  each  party;  tha 
Roman  Catholics  retreated,  and  when,  OB 
their  retreat,  either  two  or  three  pistol- 
shots  were  6red  -on  ihem  by  the  Orange- 
men, one  of  which  took  effect,  and  brocfl 
the  left  arm,  close  to  the  elbow,  of  a  man 
named  Peter  Sally,  a  Roman  Catholic." 
In  another  part  of  his  evidence  he  said. 
"I  observed  Colonel  Verner  leading,  ana 
in  front  of  the  procession,  decorated 
with  orange  and  purple,  and  \  have 
the  honour  to  enclose  herewith,  for  the 
Lord-lieutenant's  information  the  affidavit! 
of  one  Serjeant  and  two  privates  of  tha 
constabulary  under  my  command,  who  not 
only  observed  Colonel  Verner  in  the  man* 
ner  I  reported,  but  saw  him  distinctly  take 
off  his  hat,  and  cheer  the  procession  he 
was  leading. 'I  Further  on  he  said,  "  Co- 
lonel Verner  not  only  headed  the  pro- 
cession through  the  streets  of  DungannoD, 
decorated  with  an  orange  scarf,  but  h« 
was  '  pledged'  to  do  so,  four  or  five  daya 
previous. to  the  procession  of  the  27th  of 
April  taking  place,  stating  at  the  aamQ 
time  that  he  was  regardless  of  the  conse- 
quences." ThiswasDulyone  of  a  number 
of  similar  instances.      He    would  itatj 
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•notber:  "About  tha  8tb  of  July  (uid 
Hr.  Duff)  I  received  information  that  the 
Orang;eiDen  would  assemble  near  Dun- 
gmnnon,  at  Mr.  Lowrv's,  of  Rockdale, 
instaad  of  Dungannon  their  usual  pkce  of 
meeting,  and  1  wrote  to  Sir  William  Oosset, 
apprising  him  of  the  circumstance,  and 
begging  to  know  whether  I  waa  to  proceed 
Iheie,  or  send  an;  force;  and  I  received 
bii  orders  to  proceed  there,  and  make  a 
full  report  of  what  took  place.  I  did 
proceed  there,  anil  this  is  my  report,  dated 
Dnagannon.  13th  of  July,  1832;— 'Sir, 
I  have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  infor- 
natioD  of  hia  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, that  the  Orangemen  of  this  district 
yesterday  uscmbled  in  the  demesne  of 
Mr.  Lowry,  of  Rockdale,  Magistrate,  in 
this  county,  and  from  thence  marched  in 
procession  to  Mi.  Grier's,  of  Detnerith. 
From  the  ground  the  procession  occupied, 
tbeie  could  not  have  been  less,  at  the 
lowest  calculation,  than  from  8,000  to 
9,CtP0  Orangemen  decorated  with  scarfs, 
tnblemi,  BcQ.  itc,  having  sixty  stand  of 
colottrt,  and  forty  hands  playing  party 
tunes;  and  330  of  them  arrived  with 
autkets,  independent  of  concealed  arms. 
After  remaining  for  some  short  time  at 
Hi.  Grier's,  they  marched  off  in  the  most 
peaceable  manner,  by  divisions,  to  the  re- 
■pective  Lodges,  and  up  to  this  hour  all  has 
b«on  perfectly  tranquil  in  respect  of  outrage 
having  leacbed  me.  The  procestion  was 
headed  by  several  gentlemen  of  respectabi- 
lity and  property  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
Tm  only  penona  I  observed  as  holding 
com missiODS  under  the  Government  were 
Ikefoltowing :  Hon.  A.  G.  Stuart,  Deputy. 
lieutenant,  as  also  a  Magistrate  for  this 
COBDty,  and  captain  of  the  Killyman  corps 
of  yeomanry,  horse  decorated  with  orange 
and  parple,  but  none  on  his  person  ;  Mr. 
Orier,  a  Msgistrale  for  this  county,  as  also 
for   Armagh — the   only   emblem   on   this 

Snileman  was  that  of  his  office  of  Grand 
Btter  of  the  counly,  namely,  a  medal 
•uapended  from  an  orange  riband  round 
his  neck ;  third,  Mr.  Lowry,  jun.,  captain 
of  the  Cameroy  corps  of  yeomanry,  deco- 
rated with  an  orange  and  purple  scarf; 
fourth,  Mr.  Lloyd,  second  captain  of  the 
Killyman  corps  of  yeomanry.  The  persons 
above  named  are  all  I  observed  in  the 
procession,  though  I  have  received  positive 
information  that  the  Earl  of  Castle  Stuart 
beaded  a  procession  in  his  neighbotirhood. 
His  lecond  son,  the  hoo.  Charles  Stuart, 
vu  dMontted,  and  marched  in  tbe  pro- 


cession  from  Mr.  Lowrr's  to  Mr.  Qriei^a; 

several  clergymen  of  the  Established 
Church  also  attended."  These  were  only 
a  few  of  the  very  many  instancea  of  thil. 
description  of  conduct  on  tha  part  at. 
puhlio  functionaries  in  Ireland  wbicb  ha 
could  submit  to  the  House.  Now,  ha 
wished  to  know  how  was  it  possible  for  thft 
noble  Lord  opposite  (Stanley),  when  tha 
lists  of  the  Magistrates  of  the  different 
counties  in  Ireland  were  submitted  to  bim 
for  revision,  to  allow  those  to  remain  who 
bad  BO  far  forgotten  their  duties  when  in 
ofEce  as  to  connect  themselves  with  these 
institutions?  During  nis  adraiaistrntioii 
of  the  affairs  of  Ireland  names  of  individuals 
on  the  list  of  Msgistrates,  who  were  also 
connected  with  Uie  Orange  InalitUtioD, 
must  have  frequently  come  under  hia 
attention.  How  could  he  have  reconciled 
it  with  his  sense  of  duty  to  permit  these 
individuals  to  remain  on  the  list  of  Magis- 
trates T  He  would  put  it  to  the  rankest 
Orangeman  in  that  House,  or  out  of  it 
either,  whether  it  was  not  impossible  that, 
under  such  a  system  as  that  to  which  h« 
bad  referred,  peace  could  possibly  exist  in 
Ireland  ?  Culpable,  however,  as  were  tha 
Orangemen,  tbey  were  not  one-tenth  at 
much  to  blame  as  the  Government  of  tha 
period  in  which  such  things  had  occurred, 
llie  Administration  of  inat  time,  he  re> 
peated,  was  in  the  highest  degree  culpable ; 
nor  could  he  imagine  how  Lord  Grey's 
Government  had  been  so  far  imposed  upon. 
Let  (he  House  look,  for  example,  to  the 
effect  of  theirappointmenlof  LordCaledon 
as  Lieutenant  of  the  county  Tyrone.  What 
was  his  first  act,  as  if  iti  requital  of  the 
kindness  of  Lord  Grey's  Government? 
Why,  to  call  and  preside  over  a  meeting 
of  Orangemen  at  Dungannoo,  to  address 
his  Majesty,  thanking  him  for  dismissing 
the  WhTg  Government.  For  his  part,  he 
had  only  to  observe  that  the  Government 
deserved  it,  for  having  made  the  appoint- 
ment at  all.  They  thought  probably  that 
they  would  have  been  enabled  to  conciliate 
the  Orangemen.  Conciliate  an  Orange- 
man, indeed  !  No  ;  they  might  ai  well 
have  thought  they  would  have  been  able 
to  conciliate  the  most  intractable  creature 
in  existence ;  and  it  was  to  him  utterly  in- 
comprehensible hott  Lord  Grey's  Govern- 
ment could  have  played,  as  [he^  did,  into 
the  bands  of  the  Orange  party  m  Ireland, 
But  when  the  heads  of  the  Orange  party 
acted  in  that  manner,  what  was  to  be 
expected  from  tbe  subaltemi  J    When  tbf 
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LieutetiBBt  ofthe  conDty  and  its  body  of 
Haghtracy  were  found  thoa  banded  to- 
geiher  in  tbe  cauie  of  faction,  was  it  to  be 
■apposed  that  the  maia  of  thoie  nhd  con- 
■titated  Juries  and  the  police  and  consta- 
bnlaiy  of  the  county  would  be  better 
disposed  totrards  the  caaie  of  good  govern- 
ment and  impanial  justice.  With  respect 
to  the  Jariei,  he  should  merely  remark  that 
for  thirty  jetLVS  not  a  Roman  Catholic  had 
been  appointed  on  tfie  Grand  Jury  of  Fer- 
managh. How  could  it  be  expected  that 
justice  would  be  administered  under  auch 
a  system.  Tlie  eiidence  of  Lord  Gosford 
was  conclusive  upon  the  subject  of  Orange 
Juries.  In  reply  to  a  queilion  put  to  him 
by  the  Committee,  he  s^id  he  had  known 
one  or  two  Juries  witich  were  not  Orange. 
Some  oilier  witnesses,  too,  had  deposed 
(hat  tliey  knew  "  of  one  or  two  cases  in 
which  the  Juries  (in  the  countj  of  Fer- 
managh, as  we  understood  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber) were  not  Orange."  When  such  was 
the  manner  of  administering  justice,  was 
it  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  people  of 
Ireland  should  hold  the  taw  In  contempt 
and  look  for  justice  at  their  own  hands. 
When  he  (Mr.  Hume)  had  heard  a  noble 
lord  opposite  (Lord  Stanley)  detail  to  the 
House  a  series  of  outrages  which  had  taken 

itiace  in  Ireland,  and  to  which  he  referred 
at  a  justification  of  the  Coercion  Bill,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  cause  of 
theireiistence,  of  which  he  was,  In  matter  of 
fact,  exceedingly  sceptical.  But  when  he 
came  to  read,  or  rather  to  hear  the  evi- 
dence given  before  the  Orange  Institution 
Committee,  he  was  no  longer  st  a  loss  to 
account  for  the  insubordination,  the  exist- 
ence of  which  had  been  referred  to  by  the 
noble  Lord.  He  could  easily  imagine  how 
men  might  be  driven  by  such  a  state  of 
things  as  was  described  to  crime,  either  as 
k  measure  of  self-defence  or  of  wild  re- 
venge. Here  were  t^he  very  sources  of 
justice  pollated,  even  before  the  people's 
eyes;  Lords-lieutenant, Magistrates,  Juries, 
conitsbles,  and  police,  the  entire  legisla- 
tive and  executive  of  what  was  called 
Irish  justice,  bound  together  in  the  bonds 
of  this  peace-destroying  association.  Ay, 
•nd  it  was  too  much  to  be  feared  that  the 
very  Judges  of  the  land  were  strongly 
biassed  by  the  inflnence,  at  least,  in  favour 
of  tbe  objects  of  this  association.  He  did 
not  mean  to  say  tliat  such  was  po<iti«e)y 
the  fact,  but  most  certainly  such  an  Dpi- 
nioD  generally  existed  amongst  the  people 
of  IreliDd,  «im1  wu  calculated  %o  deitroy 
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alt  confidence  in  the  administration  of 
justice.  Having  so  fiar  trespassed  on  the 
House  in  tracing  the  effect  of  this  institu- 
tion, he  declared  his  conviction  that  bis 
Majesty's  Government,  if  they  acted  con* 
sistently  with  their  professed  determination, 
to  do  equal  justice  to  all  parties  in  Ireland, 
should  dismiss  from  all  civil,  as  well  as 
military  offices,  those  who  were  connected 
with  the  OranE;e  institution.  It  was 
deemed  essential,  in  order  to  the  main- 
tenance of  military  discipline,  to  issue  an 
order  from  the  Horse  Guards  forbidding 
any  soldiers  to  belong  to  the  institution. 
Now  he  wanted  to  know  why  should  not 
the  same  principle  be  applied  to  civil  offi- 
cers. If  his  Majesty's  Government  refused 
to  do  so,  he  (Mr.  Home)  for  one  could  not 
believe  that  they  were  discharging  their 
duty  to  the  people  of  Ireland  or  the  em- 
pire at  large.  They  would,  in  fact,  stand 
condemned  in  his  opinion.  He  was  gra- 
tified, however,  to  be  able  to  say  that  the 
principle  for  which  he  contended  was,  at 
present  being  acted  upon  in  Ireland.  If 
there  was  anything  for  which  Lord  Mul- 
grave  deseired  more  particular  credit  in 
his  government  of  Ireland,  it  was  for  his 
determined  exclusion  of  all  Orangemen 
from  civil  employments.  In  this  Lord 
Mulgrave  was  doing  his  duty  to  the  Go* 
vernment  who  appointed  him,  and  to  tlia 
people  over  whom  he  ruled.  He  (Mr. 
Hume)  trusted  that  Lord  Mulgrave  vrould 
persevere  in  this  mode  of  adminiitering 
the  affairs  of  Ireland,  and  that  during  his 
government  no  Orangeman  would  find  his 
nay  into  a  situation  or  appointment  of  any 
description  in  Ireland.  If  he  (Mr.  Hume) 
were  right  in  his  estimate  of  Lord  Mul- 
grave's  conduct,  what  must  be  the  opinion 
of  the  House  in  reference  to  his  prede* 
cessors?  How  infamous  must  have  been 
their  conduct  who  unblushingly  made 
Orangeism  the  very  passport  to  power  t 
He  should  not  detain  the  House  by  going 
through  any  portion  of  the  immense  mass 
of  evidence  which  had  been  accumulated 
to  show  the  stale  of  the  constabulary  and 
police  in  Ireland.  No  one,  he  supposed, 
wonld  be  found  hardy  enongh  to  deny 
that,  instead  of  preserving  the  peace,  their 

[irincipal  occupation  was  in  directly  vio- 
ating  it.  He  believed  most  sincerely  that 
very  much  of  the  outrages  existing  in 
Ireland  originated  in  the  conduct  of  those 
bodies.  He,  therefore,  trusted  that  hit 
Majesty's  Government  would  take  means 

to  tarn  ant  of  tlw  police  and  ccnttabnlBi; 
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'oree  in  Ireland,  every  ifidividual  con- 
nected with  the  Orange  Institution.  There 
was  then  that  lai|;e  armed  bod;  the  yeo- 
manry, many  pf  whom  were  frequently 
traaBlerred  from  the  dock  to  the  ranks  of 
their  different  corps.  [OA.']  Hon.  Members 
cried  Oh  1  but  how  many  a  time  had  it 
been  proved  that  Roman  Catholics  had 
been  shot  by  members  of  the  yeomanry, 
and  yet  no  punishment  had  been  inflicted 
for  the  crime  ?  It  was  fully  proved  before 
the  Committee  that  this  body  wes  in  the 
constant  habit  of  attending  Orange  pro- 
cessions, and  in  one  case  it  was  sworn  that 
no  lets  than  one  thousand  had,  with  arms 
in  their  bands,  attended  one  meeting. 
With  these  facts  before  his  eyes,  could  any 
hon.  Member  in  that  House  wonder  why 
disturbances  were  in  the  constant  habit  of 
taking  place  in  Ireland.  To  show  ,the 
feeling  tbat  pervaded  this  society,  he 
should  only  mention,  that  upon  the  recent 
dismissal  of  some  Orangemen,  by  Lord 
Mulgrave,  at  Rascrea,  the  brotherhood  had 
met  in  very  considerable  numbers,  and 
tent  several  addresses  to  the  dismissed 
Orangemen.  In  fact,  this  spirit  of  oppo- 
sition  to  his  Majesty's  Government,  and  to 
the  impartial  administration  of  justice, 
seemed  to  pervade  all  classes  into  which 
Orangeism  bad  insinuated  itself;  nor  could 
be  (Mr.  Hume)  imagine  how  the  country 
was  to  get  rid  of  the  enormous  burden  of 
supporting  such  an  army  as  was  stationed 
in  Ireland,  unless  the  House  concurred 
with  bim  in  the  necessity  of  adopting  some 
measure  for  suppressing  the  Orange  Insti- 
tution, and  of  thus  removing  the  principal 
caase  of  the  disturbances  which  existed  in 
that  country.  Indeed,  it  was  at  present  a 
complete  garrison  ;  and  yet  what  was  their 
force  of  40,000  or  50,000  soldiers,  in  op- 
position to  seven  millions,  united  by  the 
suxmg  bond  of  one  common  oppression  ? 
If  the  people  were  misgoverned  tbey  would 
combine  in  opposition  to  the  law,  and  be- 
fore that  combination  the  army  would  be 
powerless.  On  the  other  hand,  if  well 
governed  they  would  unite  in  support  of 
the  law,  and  the  army  would  be  useless. 
If  then  it  were  only  from  the  interested 
motive  of  reducing  their  expenditure  by 
reducing  the  army  in  Ireland,  he  called 
upon  the  House  to  agree  with  him  in  de- 
claring the  necessity  of  putting  an  end  to 
the  Orange  Institution.  To  show  the  , 
effect  of  this  institution  on  the  peace  of 
the  country,  and  what  was  the  result  of 
ths  coonection  of  certain  individuals  with 
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it,  he  should  refer  to  the  evidenca  of  Mr. 
Cosmo  lanes,  who  was  examined  befors 
the  Committee  on  Orange  Lodges.  In 
that  evidence  he  found  the  following  ques- 
tions and  answers:— "As  (he  result  of 
your  official  examination — what  is  the 
state  of  feeling  and  of  peace  in  those 
towns  in  which  Orange  I^ges  have  been 
established  ?"  "  Wherever  Orange  Lodges 
have  been  established  and  active,  ihey 
have  been  the  occasion  of  continual 
breaches  of  the  peace,  either  by  their 
processions,  which  have  been  opposed,  or 
by  the  bad  feeling  they  have  produced 
amongst  individuals."  "  Have  you  dis- 
covered any  other  Lodges  of  Ribbonmen 
or  any  other  secret  society  existing  in  that 
part  of  the  country?"  "I  cannot  say 
that  I  have  discovered  them;  I  cannot 
speak  to  their  constitution.  They  were 
secret — but  I  am  aware  of  their  exist* 
ence."  He  (Mr.  Hume)  did  not  mean  to 
deny  their  existence ;  but  he  contended 
they  were  produced  by  a  re-action.  Fur- 
ther in  the  evidence  he  found  the  follow- 
ing : — "Does  that  information  lead  you 
to  conclude  whether  the  Ribbonmen  were 
associated  for  their  own  defence,  or  as 
assailants  against  Orangemen  ?"  "  All 
my  authority  is  a  sort  of  police  inforroa* 
tion,  I  know  nothing  of  this  matter,  ex- 
cept as  it  tends  to  disturb  the  public  peace, 
and  the  breaches  of  the  peace  in  Scotland 
on  these  matters  have  originated,  cer- 
tainly, in  processions  of  Orange  Lodges. 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  demonstration  of 
Ribbonmen  which  has  called  for  any  op> 
position."  "  Does  the  private  informa- 
tion which  you  have  received  lead  you  to 
believe  that  this  riot  and  these  proceed- 
ings on  the  part  of  the  Catholics,  hat 
been  a  re-aclion  against  the  associations 
of  the  Orangemen  ?"  "Certainly."  "So 
that  the  Orange  organisation  has  pro- 
duced, or  if  not  produced,  greatly  aug- 
mented, the  Ribbon  organisation?"  "I 
think  it  is  highly  probable,  though  I  can- 
not speak  with  certainty  of  that  fact,  that 
there  would  he  no  Ribbon  organiaation  in 
Scotland  but  for  the  Orange  organisation." 
So  that,  not  content  with  keeping  Ireland 
in  turmoil,  the  members  of  this  institu* 
tion  were  spreading  the  confusion  of  their 
association  through  Scotland.  In  other 
parts  of  his  evidence  Mr.  Innes  said,  that 
"  there  were  four  Orange  Lodges  in  May- 
bole," — that  "  there  was  at  present  exist- 
ing a  considerable  animosity,  in  ill  the 
towns  and   places  where  Ihera  an  any 
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6raQge  Lodges,  between  the  Catholics  and 
OraDgemen.  One  Lodge,  it  appeared, 
ib  Scotland  wai  called  the  Oordon  Lodge. 
He  was  atked  by  a  Member  of  tbe  Com- 
ibittee,  "Are  the  Committee  to  under- 
■tand  that  it  is  yont  opinion,  af\er  the 
inquiry  you  have  made  officially,  that  Che 
exiitence  of  thoie  Orange  Lodges  has 
tended,  generally,  to  excite  breaches  of 
the  peace,  and  re-action  on  the  part  of 
the  Catholics?"    To  that  question  he  re- 

Etied,  "  To  a  very  great  degree."  Again, 
e  nai  asked,  "  Did  you  learn  that  any 
deputation  had  come  from  London  to 
assist  in  the  formation  of  those  Lodges  T" 
He  replied,  "In  examining,  with  regard 
lo  processioQi,  I  found  that  the  last  pro- 
cession, previous  to  this  year,  was  in  con- 
■equence  of  a  visit  from  Colonel  Fairman, 
who  had  travelled  over  the  country  as  the 
emiiiary  from  the  Orange  Lodee  of  Eng- 
land, at  I  understood,  and  who  was  re- 
ceived, wherever  he  went,  or  in  manv 
places,  by  the  Orangemen  in  procession. 
**  Was  any  reference  made  by  these  people 
to  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  ?"  "  I  have 
bere  a  copy,  a  fac  simile,  of  a  warrant 
constituting  B  Lodge,  signed  by  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  and  they  all  looked  to 
(h£  Duke  of  Cumberland  as  their  head, 
and  with  the  greatest  respect."  "They 
regard  die  Duke,  in  fact,  as  their  political 
headt"  "Yes  J  certainly."  ■' Waa  any 
ftferenee  made  by  them  to  him  in  conver- 
lation  V  "  Yei ;  frequently."  "  What 
il>  they  lav  of  hitn*"  "Tliey  only  talk 
6t  htm  as  die  head  of  their  society  and  as 
(heir  Grand  Master  ;  they  certainly  seem 
to  dwell  upon  his  being  the  head  as 
proving  the  legality  and  loyalty  of  their 
proceedings."  Ii  vat  very  obvious  that  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  while  he  was  consi- 
dered at  Orand  Master  of  theOrange  Lodge, 
was  proposed  by  the  members  of  the  iostiEu. 
tion  to  be  considered  as  the  successor  to  the 
Crown.  In  another  part  of  his  evidence 
Mr.  Innei  gave  it  as  hit  opinion  that  the 
Orange  and  Ribbon  institutions  were  most 
injurious  to  the  peace  of  the  country,  and 
both  ought,  unquestionably  to  bejiutan 
end  to.  The  eSect,  he  said,  of  Colonel 
Pairman'i  visit  to  Scotland  was  to  increase 
very  much  the  numbers  of  the  inititution, 
which  was  neither  to  widely  extended,  nor 
H  active  in  its  operations  before  he  ap< 
peered  there.  It  there  were  no  other 
grounds  for  catlingon  the  Rouse  promptly 
and  effectively  to  interfere,  sufficient 
ground,  b«  thought,  vu  Hhihited  ia  the 
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extract!  he  had  just  read.     Tlie  Duk« 


of  Cumberland,  he  thought, 
dangerous  man,  whose  connection  with 
such  a  society  required  to  be  eare> 
fully  and  closely  watched.  It  htid  beea 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Innes,  in  (he  course  of 
his  evidence,  that  Colonel  Fairman  had 
made  a  tour  of  Scotland.  And  in  connec- 
tion with  that  evidence  he  held  in  hll 
band  a  most  curious  document — a  copy 
of  an  itinerant  warrant— authorising  the 
admission  of  members  upon  taking  cer- 
tain oaths.  He  begged  the  particular 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact,  that 
this  warrant  was  issued  by  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  in  1834,  in  accordance  with 
the  rules  of  1S26.  Now  if  these  rules,  at 
it  wasgaid  and  sworn  before  the  Commit  tea, 
were  cancelled ,  and  no  longer  acted 
upon— whv,  be  would  ask,  was  this  war- 
rant issuea  in  accordance  with  them.  Yet, 
so  it  was — this  special  warrant  to  admit 
and  initiate  persons  into  the  Orang«  Insti- 
tution, concluded  thus  :— "  Given  under 
my  hand  and  seal  at  St.  James's,  thii 
13(h  day  of  August,  1832.  Ernest,  Grand 
Master,"  That  itinerant  warrant  com- 
menced— "  Whereas  the  Orange  Asso- 
ciation was  founded  in  graterul  reneiD- 
brance  of  one  of  the  most  glorious  achieve- 
ments recorded  on  our  historical  anitalt, 
that  Is  to  say,  our  deliverance  from 
Popery,  and  arbitrary  power,"  Then,  after 
a  recital  of  considerable  length,  it  pro> 
ceeded~"  Be  it  known,  therefore,  that 
from  k  knowledge  of  his  experience,  and  a 
confidence  in  his  integrity,  our  trusty,  well- 
beloved,  and  right  worshipful  brother, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Fairman,  master  of 
the  Metropolitan  warrant,  member  of  the 
Grand  Committee,  Deputy  Grand  Master  of - 
London,  Acting  Deputy  Grand  Treasurer, 
and  Deputy  Grand  Secretary  ofthe  Institu- 
tion, is  hereby  nominated,  constituted 
delegated,  and  appointed  to  undertake 
the  said  visiution  or  tour  of  tnapectioti, 
&c. ;"  and  It  further  proceeds, "  For  these 
objects  and  general  purposes,  by  virtue 
ofthe  authority  vested  tn  me  as  Grand 
Master  of  the  Empire,  by  the  code  of 
laws  and  ordinances  of  the  30tb  of  March, 
1826,  &e."  Still  further  was  the  influence 
of  the  institotion  extended  by  the  "  per- 
ission"  granted  by  the  Grand  Maater 
under  his  hand  and  teal,  given  at  St. 
James's"  to  form  Lodges  in  the  Ionian 
islands  and  Malta.  The  hon.  Member 
then  referred  to  the  letter  ofthe  late  Mr. 
Htjrwood,  to  «ho*  the  object  with  wbick 
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tke  "  mMott"  of  Colonel  Paiman  wfts 
nndeTtakeD.  Id  corrobotatioD  of  Mr. 
Haywood'*  ataUioent,  he  be^pd  to  read 
the  fblloiviog  letter  from  Colonel  Fairman, 
addreued  to  "  John  Sydney  Taylor, 
Eaq.  StoritiHg  Herald  office" — 

"  Dear  Sir— From  ihete  who  may  be  lop- 
poied  lo  baTe  opporluniiies  of  kuoning  <  the 
Mcreti  of  the  Caitle,*  the  King  U  stated  to  be 
by  DO  mannet  in  so  alamins  a  itme  ai  many 
fotki  would  have  it  imagined.  His  Majesty  is 
likewiM  said  to  dictate  the  buUetlni  of  hii  own 
ttats  of  healih,  Bome  whisperings  have  hUd 
(ooe  abroad,  that  in  the  event  of  a  demise  of 
the  Crown,  a  Regency  vronld  probably  be 
tiiablished,  fnT  reasons  which  occasioned  the 
nmoTal  of  the  next  in  succeHsion  from  the 
office  of  High  Admiral.  That  a  maritime 
goTemtoent  might  nnt  prove  eonaonant  to  the 
views  of  a  military  chienaiu  of  the  most  un- 
bounded ambilLon,  may  admit  of  easy  belief  i 
■nd  at  the  second  heir  presumptive  is  not 
■lone  a  female  but  a  minor,  in  addilian  to  the 
argument  which  might  be  applied  to  the  pre- 
um,  that,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  naiore,  it 
Was  not  to  be  expected  that  his  reign  could  be 
Of  long  duration,  in  these  disjointed  times,  it 
Is  by  no  means  unlikely  a  vicarious  form  of 
GoTemment  may  be  attempted.  The  effort 
would  be  a  bold  one,  but,  after  the  measures 
we  have  seen,  what  new  Tiolations  should 
turprise  uiF  Besides,  the  popular  plea  of 
economy  and  expedience  might  be  urged  as 
tlie  prateit,  while  aggrandisement  and  usur- 
pation might  be  the  latent  sole  motire.  It 
would  only  be  necessary  lo  make  out  a  plausi- 
ble case,  uhieh,  from  the  facts  on  record,  there 
could  be  no  difficulty  in  doing,  to  the  latis- 
ftctioa  of  a  pliable  and  obsequioai  set  of 
Minlstere,  as  also  to  the  success  of  such  ao 
experiment. — Most  truly  yonts, 

"  Wednesday,  April  e,  1830.      "  W.  B.  F. 

"  I  have  scribbled  this  at  Feel's,  and  if  you 
wish  it,  will  write  a  paragraph  on  the  subject. 
From  all  that  I  hear,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
the  King  will  soon  resume  hii  rides  in  the 
Ureat  Paik,  now  that  the  drawing-room  ia 
gone  by. 

«  (Ptivaie.)" 

The  above  letter  wss  relumed,  as  there 
it  B  post- mar ][  dated  seven  at  night,  April 
8,  1830,  and  addressed  thus:— "To  Co- 
WeVFairman,  British  Co(ree-house,Cocks- 
wiT-streel."  Such  language  many  Mem- 
bers of  that  House  might  suppose  could 
only  otigfinate  with  a  maniuc,  but  he  held 
the  original  ot  that  letter  in  his  hand. 
Could  the  House,  dotibt  then,  the  object 
for  which  the  mission  of  C  '  '  "  -~Dan 
wM  underUken.    It  "t-™  in 

'  VKw,  that  it  a  9 
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letter*  to  show  the  nature  add  the  extent 
of  the  peculiar  connexion  existing  betweeik 
certain  noblemen  and  the  Orange  InstitU' 
tion.  The  first  letter  he  should  read  wak 
dated  the  U7th  of  April,  and  was  from 
Lord  KenyoD  to  Colonel  Fairman.  It  was 
aa  followi  :— 

"  Porlman -square,  April  ST. 
"  Dear  Sir^I  heartily  wish  t  could  hope  to 
be  of  any  use  in  applying  at  Chelsea  in  beh^f 
of  the  writer  of  the  inclosed.  I  think  we  had 
belter  eommuntcale  it  to  hii  Royal  Mighnasl, 
as  he  is  the  Only  person,  except  yourself,  who 
can  judiciously  interfere  in  raiiitary  mallera 
connected  with  the  Urange  Institiitlons,  I  hop« 
your  attack  is  going  off,  and  thai  we  shall  ha*> 
a  thorooghly  amicable  meeting  next  Friday. 
Brother  Mair  seems  very  frank  and  wefl- 
meaning.  If  you  could  get  Mr.  Ktiipe,  who 
is  a  favorite,  I  think,  with  hit  ttoyal  Highneti, 
to  attend,  it  would  be  well. 

"  Ever,  my  dear  Sir,  failbfally  yoors, 

"  KlBToH." 

The  next  letter  he  should  read  was  from 
the  same  noble  Lord  to  the  samt  gen- 
llemau  :— 

"  Portman-squai«,  Junt  13)  IG33. 
"My  dear  Sii'—I  am  grief  ad  that  on 
valued  brother  Cumberland  should  suppon  far 
one  moment  he  could  have  given  me  tha 
slightest  oStnce.  It  may  happen  sometimes  to 
me,  as  applied  by  Shakspeare  to  Brutus — 
■  Poor  Brutus  with  himself  at  war, 
Forgets  lo  show  his  lore  to  othal  men.' 
Bat  I  never  can  forget  Vo  feel  it  fbr  so  UaloUl 
a  friend  10  every  cause  roost  dear  to  me,  ai 
our  brother  Cumberiand  has  always  proved 
himself  to  be.  The  statement  you  made  to  mt 
before,  and  re«pectinj  which  t  have  now  before 
me  particulars  m>m  Portsmouth,  are  out  of  my 
sphere,  and  should  be  referred,  loliti  guoliti, 
to  hit  Royal  Highness,  as  military  matters  oi 
great  delicacy.  Ai  the  same  time,  private  In- 
timations, I  (iibmit,  should  be  made  to  ih* 
military  correspondents,  leitlnglhem  know  how 
highly  we  esteem  them  u  brelhreD,  I  hopt 
the  circular  will  soon  be  Out. 

•■  Your  bithful  friend  and  brother, 

"  KEBrOH." 

"To Colonel  Kairman." 

Hera  were  two  letters,  in  the  first  of 
which  it  was  laid,  "  fli  his  Royal  High* 
neis,  except  yourself,  is  the  only  person 
who  can  interfere  In  military  matters  con<- 
nected  with  the  instttDtion" — and  in  tht 
second,  "  private  intimations,  I  submit, 
should  be  made  to  the  mililary  cor< 
respondeat s  —  lettinff  them  know— be 
begged  the  attention  of  the  Houta  to  tht>-> 
"  letting  them  know  how  hiichly  we  cstMB 
them  u  brolhen.  And  ibis  «a«  writlea 
by  one  who  had  declared  before  i  Com- 
mittee that  he  kaev  not, "  until  rety  Ulely^ 
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of  the  existence  of  Onng;e  Lodges  in  the 
army."  The  next  letter  be  should  read 
rererred  to  the  conneclion  of  hia  Royal 
Higbness  with  mihtary  dialricti : — 

"  Portraan-iquiTe,  July  10, 1833. 

"  Mj  dear  Sir, — I  lend  jou  loine  anli-Ro- 
niiii  Catholic  books,  which  yoit  may  distribute 
uaoDg  the  following  Peers — Manvers,  Sliad- 
broke,  liverpool,  Uarronby,  Northampton, 
CaniarTOti,  the  Bishops  o(  lAandaS,  Lincoln 
(Wanen*s  Hotel),  &c.  &c.  I  can  say  nothing 
as  to  Ur.  SUvele^'*  publication,  but  if  done  it 
should  be  forthwith,  and  I  would  take  a  few 
copies.  You  know  much  better  how  to  manage 
our  brethren  than  I  do,  aod  they  must  be  kepi 
together  as  well  as  Ihey  can  be.  If  you  hear 
anything  further  from  the  military  districts,  let 
his  Roja)  Highness  know  all  particulars  £l  to 
be  communicated.  The  litncs  I  really  trust  are 
improving  quietly  and  gradually.  Let  us  act 
firmly  and  maintain  alt  that  is  lacred,  and 
proToke  no  one  more  than  can  be  avoided. 

"  Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir,  youn  failhrully, 
"Kmtoh." 

Next  as  to  the  appointment  or  election 
of  the  Grand  Committee,  he  would  read 
an  extract  from  a  letter  to  ahow  that  In 
this  case  the  rule  of  the  Orand  Master  was 
■aprenie : — 

"  Porlman-HiaaTe,  May  30,  1633. 

■  My  dear  Sir — With  respect  to  the  coropo- 
silion  of  the  Grand  Committee  the  pleasure  of 
his  Roval  Highness  the  Grand  Master  is  the 
only  rule  by  which  in  fonnation  can  properly 
be  regulated.  Its  being  so  framed  as  to  pro- 
duce harmony  in  the  institution  will  no  doubt 
be  the  principle  by  which  his  Royal  Highness 
will  be  guided,  and  I  am  confident  thai,  feeling 
as  be  must  do,  tbe  essential  importance  (es. 
pecially  with  reference  to  your  undertaking 
a  new  lour  to  consummate  the  leal  and  har- 
mony of  which  you  have  laid  the  foundation  in 
North  Britiin  and  the  northern  and  trading 
districts  of  England),  that  you  and  tbe  Grand 
Committefl  should  be  in  entire  harmony  and 
■nntnal  confidence ;  that,  therefore,  neither 
brother  South  nor  brother  Morris  should  con- 
tinue a  member  of  it.  The  will  of  the  Grand 
Master  is  conclusive,  and  no  names  ought  to 
be  submitted  to  his'Tloyal  Highness  in  Grand 
lodge  but  stich  ss  will  be  satisfactory  to  him. 
Tlie  suggestion  at  the  meeting  of  the  gratid 
Lodge  if  not  for  the  purposeof  election  other- 
wise than  in  accordance  with  tha  pleasure  of 
the  head  of  the  institution,  whose  authority  is 
justly  declared  to  be  supreme.  You  may  com- 
municate this  to  the  Grand  Committee,  for  wa 
must  not  let  our  high  and  lealous  friends  who 
meet  at  tbe  Grand  Lodge  be  disgusted  any 
mora  by  discussions  at  those  meetings.  Should 
any  such  be  apprehended,  his  Royal  Highness 
ibould  be  iuformad,  (hat  he  may,  previous  to 
(h<  aoDiversaiy  of  June,   (Dierdicl  the    at- 
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tendance  of  any  bralhren  who  would  so  fb^et 
themselves. 

"  Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  feitbrul  bro6et  and  friend. 

"  To  Colonel  Fairmsn,  &c.  Sec." 
He  should  now  read  another  letter  from 
the   same  nobleman   to  the    same  pBrl;r, 
upon    which   he   shoold  not   trouble   the 
House  with  any  commentary: — 

"  Easlwell  Park,  August  13th,  1333, 

"  Mt  Dear  Sir — Be  so  good  as  to  send  the 
Earl  of  Winchilsea,  in  a  day  or  two  (but  not 
overweight,  as  yours  of  this  morning  is  to  me) 
(he  circular  of  June4ih,  and  anj  other  circular 
which  will  conlaio  good  names  and  matter  in 
it.  You  can  say,  you  did  it  by  my  desire,  and 
in  hopes  that  he,  as  one  of  the  staunchest  of 
Protestants,  would  join  us.  I  am  glad  to  bear 
that  several  persons  of  jiidgmeut  think  we 
might  have  a  Government  with  which  the 
House  of  Commons  would  act.  If  so,  it  is  a 
sad  pity  the  Hero  of  Waterloo  and  others 
would  not  act  as  to  have  obtained  such  a 
Ministry  during  the  existing  Session.  When 
Parliament  is  prorogued,  it  is  well  known 
nothing  can  be  done,  unless  some  death 
of  importance  occurs.  I  hope  to  be  in  town 
on  Thursday  morning,  for  two  nights. 

"  Ever  your  faithful  friend  and  brother, 

[Tkereading  o/this  Utter  iota  followed 
by  laughter  andcriet  of"  Earl  Spencer.'^ 

This  letter  let  him  into  asecret.  No  doubt 
it  alluded  to  the  anticipated  death  of  that 
venerable  Peer,  Earl  Spencer,  and  this 
language  was  written  by  a  party  in  intimate 
connection  with  the  Duke  of  Cumberland. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  The  death  of  Lord 
Spencer  occurred  the  following  year. 

Mr,  Hume  observed  that  the  expression 
in  the  letter  was,  "  that  as  Parliament  wai 
prorogued,  nothing  can  be  done  uolesi  a 
death  of  importance  occurs."  This,  at  any 
rate  alluded  to  some  important  death,  which 
might  be  expected,  and  in  his  opinion,  it  wai 
the  death  of  Earl  Spencer,  which  was  an- 
ticipated. There  were  two  or  three  letters 
published  in  tbe  evidence  on  the  table^ 
which  he  considered  of  considerable  im- 
portance. Two  of  these  were  directed  to 
the  Marquess  of  Londonderry,  aiid  wera 
copies  of  letters  purporting  to  be  tent  to 
that  nobleman.  These  copies  were  found 
in  a  book,  which  was  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee. Some  doubt,  however,  might  arise 
as  to  whether  they  had  been  received  ot 
written  to  his  Lordship,  although  they  were 
catered  on  the  hook.  There  certainly  ap- 
peared in  the  Report  to  be  no  answers  to 
ibetn  ;  but  he  could  only  say,  that  he  had 
Iheaosweroflhe  nolle  Lord  to  tliotelelten 
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in  hti  poiwuioD.  The  aosner  wis  dated 
Wynyard  Park,  and  was  directed  to  Lieu- 
ten  ant- CoIod  el  FalrmBn.    It  commenced, 

"  Sir — I  wai  honoured  iriit  your  two  com 
nuDications  of  Ihe  29th  and  30th." 

The  object  of  the  fetteis  of  Colonel 
Fairman  was  evidently  to  prepare  the  way 
to  resort  to  physical  force.  The  Brat  of 
them  WIS  datedtheSQth  July,  1332.  After 
apologising  for  troubling  the  ooble  Mar- 
(lueBS  with  writing  to  him  on  the  subject  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Orange  Instilutioo, 
urging  the  importance  of  extending  it  in 
the  north  of  England,  he  proceeds 

"With  Mr.  Wright  of  Sunderland,  who 
was  recentty  in  London,  I  had  some  conver- 
■alion  on  the  great  advantages  that  might 
result  from  an  extension  of  such  a  society  at 
this  conjuncture.  Conceiving  its  principles  to 
be  strictly  in  unison  with  those  entertained  bj 
your  Lordship,  in  the  course  of  our  commani- 
CBIions  yoor  name  was  introduced,  when  that 
Gentleman  said  if  the  matter  were  talceu  up 
with  spirit  by  yon,  the  whole  district  would 
fallow  the  example,  and  clieerrull;  join  such  an 
association.  To  urge,  it  might  be  political  for 
your  Lordship  lo  do  so,  in  a  personal  sense, 
would  be  to  oner  you  avery  ill  compliment ;  but 
to  contemplate  it,  as  shall  preaentty  be  made 
to  appear,  in  a  patriotic  view,  the  security 
of  that  part  of  the  kingdom  might  be  cooioli- 
dated  by  such  means.  The  pitmen  would 
perhaps  feel  inclined  to  establish  lodges  among 
themselves,  which  might  operate  u  an  addi- 
tional sliroulns  lo  their  loyalty,  and  would 
likewise  prove  a  partial  check  against  their 
entering  tnin  cabals  hereafter,  no  less  to 
the  preservation  of  private  property  thin 
to  that  of  the  public  peace.  Knowing  that 
your  Lordship  has  firmness  to  espouse  the 
cause  ^ou  approve,  on  this  occasion  I  address 
you  wiih  the  less  reserve.  When  the  altar 
and  Ae  throne  are  alike  assailed— when 
infidelity  and  tteason  are  boldly  avowed — 
when  a  Republic  and  a  Lord  Protector  are 
confidently  spoken  of^wben,  indeed,  we  have 
a  Popish  Cabinet,  and  a  democraticel  Minis- 
try, who,  having  given  bitih  to  ■  monster  they 
can  no  longer  control,  ere  now  alarmed  at 
their  own  popularity,  and  are  tha  at^ect  slaves 
of  a  ferociotiSj  sanguinary,  and  subversive 
Press,  little  short  of  a  miracle  can  work  the 
salvation  of  our  ouee  happy  country  1  It  be- 
hoves us,  nevertheless,  to  exercise  our  energies, 
and,  by  measures  at  once  prompt  and  vigorous, 
to  stem  the  lorrent  that  threatens  to  overwhelm 
US.  By  a  rapid  angmentation  of  oar  physical 
force,  we  might  be  able  to  assume  a  boldness 
of  atlitode  which  should  command  the  respect 
of  our  Jacobinical  rulers.  What  Uie  Catholics 
■nd  the  Unionists  have  achieved  by  agitation 
and  clamour  in  a  factious  cause,  we  might 
then  be  euabled  to  effect  in  a  righteous  one.  If 
we  prove  not  too  strong  for  such  a  Govern- 
ment as  the  present  is,  such  a  Govarument  will 
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soon  prove  too  strong  for  ns  ;  some  arbitraiy 

step  would  be  taken  in  this  case  for  the  sus- 
pension of  our  meetings.  Hence  Ihe  neces- 
sity of  our  laying  aside  that  non-resistancei 
tbaipassiveobedience,  which  has  hitherto  been 
religiously  enforced  to  our  own  discomlilure. 
The  brave  Orangemen  of  Ireland  rescaed  their 
country  from  rebellion,  and  their  gallant  bre- 
thren in  England  would  as  heroically  redeem 
their  own  from  such  perils.  On  the  one  hand 
we  have  had  minor  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  and  less  danger  lo  surmount,  though  on 
the  other  hand  we  have  not  had  the  same  en- 
couragement, and  an  equal  share  of  support 
from  the  higher  orders.  \Ve  have  Lodges  at 
Newcastle,  Shields,  Darlington,  and  round 
about,  bul  ihey  are  merely  trunks  without 
heads.  Unless  men  of  staunch  influence 
and  consideration  would  immediately  step 
forward  as  Counly  Grand  Masters  (I  speak 
advisedly],  it  is  of  no  manner  of  use  for  the 
classes  in   humble  life  to  asseinble  for   such 

Krposes.  The  field  is  now  open  to  your 
rilship — the  post  of  honour  is  exclusively 
your  own.  If,  then,  your  Lordship  would  but 
profit  of  it,  you  would  deserve  well  of  this 
country,  while  at  such  a  crisis  you  would  con- 
fer fresh  confidence  on  jour  own.  In  a  long 
conversation  I  had  yesterday  with  Lord  Lotig- 
ford,  he  intimated  that  Ihe  brethren  of  Ireland 
were  determined  to  resist  all  attempts  the 
Liberals  might  make  lo  pul  Ihem  down  ;  at  the 
same  time  reproaching  us  for  our  lameness  in 
not  afibrding  an  aid  commensurate  vriih  ihe 
evils  by  which  we  were  menaced.  In  propor- 
tion to  an  increase  in  the  numbers  of  our  in- 
stitution, the  defeat  of  the  seditious  Whigs  will 
be  rendered  more  ceilain.  Should  your  Lord- 
ship feel  disposed  to  entertain  views  similar  to 
wn,  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  England 
w  in  your  neighbourhood  to  give  them 
efficiency." 

Two  or  three  days  aflenrerds  he  more 
boldlyavowedbimielfin  a  letter  he  wrote: — 
"Cannon-row,  Westminster,  30th  July,  1832. 

"Mi  Loan  MsaQvESS, — In  my  letter  of 
Saturday,  I  omitted  to  mention  that  we  have 
the  military  with  us  as  far  as  they  are  at  liberty 

avow  (heir  principles  and  sentiments;  but 

ice  the  lamented  death  of  the  Uuke  of  York, 
every  impediment  has  been  thrown  in  the  way 
of  their  holding  a  Lodge.  The  same  observa^ 
tinn  that  was  applied  to  the  colliers  might  be 
attached  to  the  soldiery.  As  Orangemen, 
there  would  be  an  additional  security  for  their 
allegiance,  and  unalterable  fidelity  in  times 
like  the  present,  when  revolutionary  writers 
striving  to  stir  them  up  to  open  sedition 
and  mutiny.  In  trespassing  thus  upon  the  at- 
tention of  your  Lordship,  I  am  not  so  pre- 
sumptuous as  to  suppose  thai  any  thing  urged 
by  me  could  influence  your  conduct;  but,  un- 
derstanding the  Duke  of  Cumberland  has 
communicated  wilh  your  Lordship  on  ihis  sub- 
ject, I  fell  it  my  doly  to  put  you  in  possession 
of  certain  ^ts  wilh  which  you  might  nol  be 
acquainted. 
2D 
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"  t  ba*a  Iht  hoBoar  to  b«,  ny  Lord  Mar- 
qiwi*,  your  Lonlihip'*  Ttty  retpcctfiil  and 
obedittut  semol, 

"W.B.FiiMijr." 

"  To  the  Muqqeu  of  Londoadvny." 
He  would  DOW,  in  justice  to  Lord  Lon- 
donderry, read  the  BDiwet  which  he  made 
to  theie  communication  I,  u  tiiey  showed 
that  he  wai  not  prepared  to  aid  Fairmao. 
The  aoawer  was  dated  :— 

"  Wynyard-pirk,  Anguit  B,  1832. 
"  SiR^ — I  am  honoured  with  TOur  two  com- 
munications or  the  S9ihaiid  30tn  ult, 

"  You  do  me  only  juiiice  in  belisTing  that 
I  would  roost  willingly  embrace  erery  oppor- 
tonity,  and  do  ill  in  my  power  to  espouse  the 
cause  and  ettablish  the  instilutioos  you  altnde 
to  io  ibis  part  of  the  kingdom ;  but  the  pre- 
»nt  itale  of  liberal  Whig  feeling  in  (his  very 
Whi;  county,  and  the  very  refractory  and  in- 
subordinate Slate  of  the  pitmen,  entirely  pre- 
clude ihe  possibility  of  successful  efforts  at 
this  juncture.  I  have  had  a  fnll  conTersation 
and  communication  with  Loid  Kenyon  on  all 
this  mailer,  who  has  been  in  mv  house  these 
last  two  days,  and  I  havs  do  doubt  he  will 
convince  his  Royal  Highnen,  as  well  as  your- 
teir,  that  Ihe  present  moment  is  not  the  time 
frhen  the  ohjeci  can  be  forwarded. 

"  I  will  lose  no  opportunity  of  embracing 
any  opening  that  may  arise;  and 

'*  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  rery 
obedient  serrant, 

(Signed)    "Vame  LoMDOKDEKaT." 
(DirMled) 
"Col.  Fairman,  Cannon-row,  Wailminiter, 

(Post  mark,  Stockton.)  "  London 

Ha  thought  that  it  was  bnt  jaitice  to  say 
that  he  waa  not  in  poiseiaion  of  this  letter 
until  a  few  houn  ago,  and  be  felt  bound 
10  add,  that  whatever  might  be  tbe  views 
or  intentions  of  the  individual  to  wboin 
he  alluded,  that  the  nobla  Lord  was  not  ■ 
party  to  tbem. 

Lord  Caslltrtagh  rote  to  order, 
wished  to  know  if  tbe  last  expression  of 
the  hoa.  Member  was  applied  to  Lord 
Londonderry  or  to  Colonel  Fairman. 

Mr.  Huma  said,  that  the  last  eiprewioa 
in  the  letter  wet,  "  I  ahall  not  lose  any 
opportunity  of  embracing  any  opening  that 
may  arise." 

Lord  Ciutl»reagh  wai  quite  aura  that 
tbe  bon.  Member  wonld,  on  reflectioD.feel 
that  the  queaiion  ongbt  to  be  preaaed.  He 
wished  Io  know  wbelberthe  bon.  Member 
alluded  to  bit  (Lord  CaaUereagh's)  f-ither 
ai  the  indiridaal  having  cerlain  inlen lions. 

Mr.  Hume  replied,  certainly  Dot,  He 
alluded  to  Colonel  Fairman,  and  not  to 
the  noble  Lord  in  qnestion.  He  repeated, 
he  did  not  know  what  might  be  the  pn> 


jeota  of  that  individual.  He  woild  pro- 
ceed, step  by  step,  with  other  dooumentl. 
Tbe  nest  letter  be  had  was  dated  the  38th 
of  November,  1833,  and  waafrom  Lord 
Kenyon  toColonel  Fairman,  it  wu  direded 
ftomPselHalh— 

«  Peel  Halt,  SBth  D«>. 
"Mt  dear  CouinEL  add  BaorwEa,— 'I  an 
here  again  with  my  venerable  aunt,  eighty-nina 
yean  of  age,  on  a  Chriatnai  visit,  but  retom 
to  GrediogtoD  next  Thonday.  Auiiously  do 
I  wish  tbe  'Cock  of  the  North  may  think  it 
right  to  come  to  Glast^ow.  The  wann  feeling 
of  Lord  J.  Campbell,  who  was  a  little  my 
jonior  at  Christ  Cbnrdi,  Oxford,  ii  very  grati- 
fying, and  promises,  plcaaa  God  we  may  be 
bloued  wiiA  better  times,  much  ffood  ia  tbe 
north  hereafter.  His  old  leUlion,  John  Camp* 
bell,  AGCOunlant.GBDeral,  was  always  proud 
of  him  Bi  a  Campbell,  aod  I  heartily  wish  he 
may  live  and  in  due  time  long  enjoy  the  family 
honours.  I  will  send  our  Grand  Treasurer 
your  circular.  His  Royal  Highness  promises 
being  in  England  a  fortnight  befora  Parlia- 
ment re-aisembls^  and  I  hope  will  come  well. 
To  him,  privately,  yoo  bad  better  addreea 
yourself  about  your  military  proposition,  wbich 
(o  me  appears  rery  judicious.  I  wish  such  as 
his  Royal  Highness  would,  without  neglecting 
the  prime  consideration,  viz.,  tbe  fitness  of  aay 
thing  proposed,  attend,  in  addition  lotbat,  to 
what  IS  popular.  Our  enemies  attend  to  that 
alone,  whicb  is  base ;  we  laam  to  disregard  it 
too  much,  which  is  foolish. 

"  £var  youis,  bilhfully, 

"  Kektok." 
Here  again  there  was  alluaionto  a  military 
proposition  connected  with  the  Orange  in- 
etitutkm,  in  a  letter  of  Lord  Kenyoa'a. 
Tbal  noble  Lord  in  another  letter  aaid, 
"  It  k  a  great  pity,  too,  that  the  ambbl* 
Dnke  of  Bnccleuch  does  not  see  the  im- 
mense  importance  of  bia  sanctioning  sneh 
a  canae  as  the  Orange  came,  identified  at 
it  is  with  high  Conservative  pt^nciplea." 
This  letter  was  addressed  from  Eltesmere, 
and  of  the  date  of  October  20. 1833,  and 
waa  directed  to  Lieatenant-Ctdonel  Fair- 
man,  Gordon  Ciutle.  Tlie  next  wtble 
Lord  to  whose  conduct,  with  reference  tO 
these  societies,  he  had  to  call  tba  Bttentkni 
of  the  Home,  was  Lord  Wynford.  That 
Nobleman,  aa  was  well  known  to  the 
House,  was  an  ex-Cbief  Jaatke,  and  had, 
since  bia  retirement,  been  made  an  Orange* 
man,  and  he  hrid  in  hia  hand  i  letter 
written  concerning  that  noble  Lord,  tiie 
contenta  of  which  be  could  hardly  bring 
bimsfir  to  believe  till  he  saw  them.  It 
waa  from  Lord  Kenyon  to  Colonel  Fairman, 
Itwat  dated  Portman-aqnare,  Jane  lit. 
h  waa  H  foUon :— "  Lord  Wynfoid  bw 
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fixed  H«Kla7,  at  half-pait  tmlre,  at  the 
Hook  of  Lords  to  be  initiated  an  Orange- 
inan.  He  has  a  private  room  of  his  owa 
tbere  as  Deputy  Speaker."  He  did  not 
thiolc  that  they  had  an  Orange  Lodge 
within  their  walls.  Bad  at  Orangeiun  was, 
he  thought,  that  at  any  rate,  it  would  keep 
at  a  distance,  instead  of  exhibiting  such 
reckless  boldueu  as  to  fonn  one  of  the 
Housea  of  the  LegidatBre  into  a  place  to 
hold  Orange  Lodges.  He  quoted  this, 
however,  in  oider  to  elucidate  what  fol- 
lowed, and  the  feelings  and  language  that 
were  held  by  the  noble  Lord  with  re- 
ference to  ^e  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who, 
be  it  recollected,  alone  had  the  mant^- 
ment  of  the  military  afiain  of  the  Insti- 
tution. He  letter  was  dated  Ghiielhnrst, 
and  was  directed  to  Colonel  Fairman  at 
Birmiogfaam.  It  began : — "  My  dear  Sir, 
—I  am  much  obliged  to  you ;"  and,  after 
•ome  DDimportant  obserrations,  proceeded 
in  the  following  terms : — "  He  (the  Duke 
of  Cumberland)  is  one  of  the  best  and 
most  ill-used  men  I  know;  but  the  Whigs 
will  never  forgive  his  using  the  influence 
which  his  excellent  understanding,  and 
his  steady  adherence  to  his  principles,  gave 
him  with  his  brother  to  unseat  them  when 
last  in  office.  The  Tories  hare  not  been 
sufficiently  grateful  to  him.  The  coontry, 
as  it  becomes  better  acquainted  with  Whig 
misrule,  will  learn  to  appreciate  his  merits. 
As  you  ere  so  obliging  in  your  last  latter 
as  to  ask  my  advice  as  to  whether  you 
dioahJ  pursue  the  course  that  you  have 
•0  ably  begun,  I  can  only  say  that  you 
mnst  exercise  your  discretion  as  to  the 
company  in  which  you  make  such  appeals 
as  that  which  I  have  seen  reported.  When 
you  meet  only  sure  Tories,  you  may  well 
make  them  feel  what  they  owe  to  one  who 
is  the  constant,  unflinching,  champion  of 
the  party,  end  who,  hy  his  steady  course, 
has  brought  on  himself  all  the  oblocjay 
that  a  base  malignant  faction  can  invent." 
The  next  letter  to  which  he  should  direct 
the  attention  of  the  House  was  from  Don- 
caster,  and  waa  dated  the  12th  of  Feb., 
1833,  and  was  from  Colonel  Fairman  to 
Lord  Kenyon.  He  would  trouble  the 
House  with  the  following  extract  from  it: 
— "  Lord  Wynford,  the  soundness  of 
whose  jodgment  few  persons  would  be  so 
hardy  as  to  call  in  question,  was  kind 
enoDgh  to  write  mewonl  he  had  read  with 
much  pleasure  the  report  of  my  prooeed- 
ipgfl  in  BinDinRham.  I  believe  I  meo- 
wned  Uwt  I  had  conitdted  lua  Loidship 
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on  the  pn^riety  of  my  conUnning  to  in- 
troduce the  Duke's  name  in  the  prominent 
shape  I  bad  previously  done,  and  with  the 
policy  of  which  be  seemed  to  agree. 
There  is  one  strong  point  which  induces 
me  to  cherish  a  hope  that  I  have  worked 
a  change  in  the  sentiments  of  the  press, 
which  is,  that  the  foulest  part  of  it,  I 
fancy,  has  not  attacked  me,  nor  attempted 
to  gainsay  my  comments  in  refutation 
of  the  calumnies  so  lavishly  put  forth 
against  our  illustrious  Grand  Master. 
If  he  would  but  make  a  tour  into 
these  parts,  for  which  I  have  prepared 
the  way,  be  would  he  idolised.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  would  perceive  in  those  let- 
ters some  allusions  as  to  what  Colonel 
Fairman  was  chei^d  by  Haywood  with 
having  done  at  Sheffield,  namely — pro- 
posing plans  as  to  what  he  and  other 
Orangemen  ought  to  do  in  certain  cases. 
Haywood  had  challenged  contradiction  aa 
to  what  he  alleged  respecting  the  doings 
of  Fairman  in  this  town.  Did  not  this 
letter  of  Lord  Wynford  in  some  degree 
support  those  charges ;  for  in  it  be  told 
Fairman  that  he  might  speak  more  openly 
when  he  met  only  sure  Tories.  Certainly 
all  that  was  alluded  to  in  the  letter  was 
the  propriety  of  making  a  more  prominent 
use  of  the  name  of  the  Duke  of  Cumber' 
land.  He  did  not  suppose  that  Falrmaa 
would,  without  great  caution,  propose  to 
Lord  Londonderry,  Lord  Wynfoid,  and 
Lord  Kenyon,  what  he  would  propose  to 
persons  in  an  inferior  station ;  and  they 
had  evidence  that  this  person,  acting 
under  the  itiuerant  warrant  of  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  did  use  language  of  the 
roost  dangerous  character.  There  was 
another  communication  from  Fairman  to 
Sir  James  Cockburn,  dated  the  I4th  of 
July,  1B3I.  It  commenced,  "By  a  late 
return  it  appears  our  strength  in  this 
country  exceeds  135,000,  and  it  is  fast 
augmenting  as  regards  numbers ;  we  are 
infinitely  less  on  this  side  the  water  in 
this  respect.  We  are  by  no  means  so  as- 
siduous aa  we  might  he  in  attending  to 
the  increase  of  the  numbers  of  the  society, 
and  enlarging  iU  influence.  My  fine  fel- 
lows wh0  compose  the  lodges  in  the 
capital,  none  of  whom  are  Reformers,  are 
stanch  to  the  backbone ;  and  should  it  be 
necessary  for  the  lives  and  properties  of 
those  great  men  who  risk  both  to  prevent 
Ftvolulionary  changes,  I  could  muster 
them  at  my  summons."  This,  he  thought, 
waa  quite  infficieDt  to  satisfy  the  Houw ; 
3D2 
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but  there  were  a  number  of  other  docu- 
ments  of  similar  importance,  to  which  he 
also  felt  bound  shortly  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  HoQie.  The  firat  paper  wat 
the  draft  of  a.  tetter,  ai  he  believed,  to  the 
Dahe  of  Cumberland.  There  was  no  ad- 
dress 10  it,  but  from  the  tenor  of  it  there 
could  be  DO  doabt,  he  (Mr.  Hume)  thought, 
M  to  its  being  addreiied  to  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland.     It  was  as  follows  :— 

"  Should  an  iudiiposition  which  has 
agitated  ihe  whole  country  for  a  fortnight, 
take  a  favourable  turn — should  the  Al- 
mighty, in  his  mercy,  give  ear  unto  the 
■uppiicaliong  to  his  heavenly  throne,  that 
are  offered  up  daily  to  prolong  the  ex- 
istence of  one  deservedly  dear  to  the  king- 
dom at  large— the  divulgement  1  hare 
expressed  a  willingness  to  furnish,  would 
be  deprived  of  no  small  portion  of  its 
value.  Even  in  this  case,  an  event,  for 
the  consummation  of  which  iii  common 
with  all  good  subjects  I  ohteit  the  duty, 
it  might  be  as  wefl  your  Royal  Highness 
should  be  put  in  possession  of  Ihe  rash 
design  in  embryo,  the  better  to  devise 
means  for  its  frustration.  At  any  rate, 
you  could  not  then  be  taken  by  siiipriie, 
as  the  nation  was  last  year,  but  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  rallying  your 
forces,  and  of  organising  your  plana  for 
the  defeat  of  such  machinations  as  might 
be  hostile  to  yonr  paramount  claims. 
Hence,  should  the  experiment  be  made, 
and  its  expedience  be  established,  your 
Royal  Highness  would  be  in  a  situation 
to  contend  for  the  exercise  in  your  own 
person  of  that  office  at  which  the  wild 
ambition  of  another  may  prompt  him  to 
aspire."  He  confessed  that  he  did  not 
exactly  understand  it,  hut  possibly  the 
public  might.  At  any  rate  it  was  in  Fair- 
man's  handwriting.  Here,  then,  they  had 
hia  Rojfcl  Highness  at  the  head  of  the 
Orange  Lodges,  having  in  his  conBdence 
an  individual  who  was  lending  inflamma- 
tory documents  throughout  the  country, 
and  spreading  most  dangerous  doctrines 
in  all  directions,  and  endeavouring  to  keep 
up  a  constant  agitation  against  the  Go- 
vemmenl.  They  found,  also,  that  the 
exposure  of  the  proceedings  of  this  person 
did  not  prevent  his  Royal  Highness  from 
continuing  him  in  his  confidence.  He 
therefore  thought  that  he  was  justified  in 
assuming  that  there  was  something  more 
in  the  iransaclioD  than  he  saw.  All  the 
papers  and  documents  that  had  hitherto 
been  produced  had  been  writun  tc  or  by 
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this  person  in  his  official  capacity  as  Se- 
cretary to  the  Orange  Institution,  and  ha 
had  positively  refused  to  furnish  the  HouM 
with  other  papers  and  communicationa 
respecting  this  subject,  which  he  admitted 
were  in  his  possession.  The  House  wai 
placed  in  a  very  strange  situation;  but  ha 
trusted  that  they  would  act  with  firmness, 
and  put  a  stop  to  a  state  of  things  (hat 
had  been  fraught  with  so  much  mischief. 
He  need  hardly  read  any  more  estracti 
from  the  returns  of  evidence,  because  faa 
was  sure  that  all  the  Members  had  seen  it. 
He  would,  however,  refer  for  a  moment  to 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Crawford,  with  ror 
spect  to  the  feelings  with  which  the  lower 
class  of  Orangemen  regarded  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland.  ThatGentlemsn  sUted,  that 
some  rioters  who  were  arrested  avowed 
that  they  were  Orangemen,  and  that  they 
acted  under  the  warrant  of  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  which  was  higher  than  that 
of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland.  The 
evidence  of  Mr.  Cravrford  also  clearly 
showed  the  danger  which  was  likely  to 
arise  from  allowing  such  men  to  remain 
longer  in  the  army.  It  was  found  almost 
impossible  to  undeceive  the  lower  class  of 
Orangemen,  who,  when  they  heard  that 
the  King's  brother  was  at  the  head  of  their 
society,  and  that  he  was  a  Field-marshal, 
believed  that  they  could  break  the  law 
with  impunity.  The  time  was  arrived 
when  the  Hoase  should  come  to  a  firm 
and  determined  opinion  one  way  or  the 
other.  If  any  man  in  that  House  was  of 
opinion  that  Orange  Lodges  were  beno- 
ficial  and  should  be  cootinaed,  he  would, 
of  coarse,  vote  against  his  motion ;  but  all 
who  believed  that  they  had  proved  dao- 
gerons  to  the  peace  of  society  wherever 
they  existed — that  they  had  proved  so  in 
Ireland,  and  also  in  those  places  where 
they  had  been  established  in  Scotland — 
would  vote  with  him.  Lives  had  been  lost 
in  all  parts  of  the  country  where  they  had 
been  established,  and  in  places  where 
peace  had  previously  constantly  prevailed. 
The  conduct  of  the  Orangemen  had  led 
to  the  commission  of  murder  at  Airdrie, 
which,  before  an  Orange  Lodge  was  es- 
tablished there,  was  one  of  the  most  quiet 
places  in  Scotland,  and  for  this  crime  he 
believed  one  man  had  suffered  the  punish- 
ment of  death  and  another  had  been 
banished  for  life.  It  was  the  oounlenance 
given  to  these  societies  by  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  and  the  use  that  was  con- 
stantly made  of  his  name,  that  rendtrMl 
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thdf  etiiteDce  so  dangerova.  On  thete 
froDods  he  put  it  to  the  Home  whether 
It  would  not  agree  to  the  retolulions 
wfaich  he  held  in  bit  hand.  Before,  how- 
crer,  proposing  his  resolutions,  he  would 
refer  to  a  few  more  documents.  He  held 
in  bia  band  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lord 

Cole  to  Colonel  Fairman,  dated , 

1833,  Florence-court.  It  begins—"  Dear 
Colonel — Some  of  the  signs  and  passports 
hare  been  changed."  He  read  this  to 
abow  the  footing  Colonel  Fairraan  was  on 
with  the  heads  of  the  party.  Again,  there 
was  a  letter  to  Lord  Langford.  He  would, 
however,  read  some  observatioos  of  Cap- 
tain Fairman  on  the  state  of  ihc  public 
pfeu;tbey  were  addressed  to  Lord  Kenyan, 
uid  were  as  follow : 


"My  Lord— In  forwarding  to  your  Lordship 
the  inclosure  of  yesterday,  which  for  ilsetf 
Speakg  so  diitinclly  as  to  leave  me  but  litlle  to 
add  on  the  same  subject,  I  am  persuaded  jou 
will  not  consider  me  lo  have  been  importunate 
or  obtrusive.  Should  those  with  wliom  your 
Loidibip  is  in  the  habit  of  acting,  see  the 
neceMity,  at  a  crisis  of  danger  tike  the  present, 
for  such  an  engine,  the  sooner  it  shall  be  set 
in  motion  the  belter.  The  daily  Press  has 
long  been  monopolised  by,  and  is  now  in  the 
sole  occupation  of  the  enemy.  Hence  the 
multitude  who  seldom  take  much  trouble  to 
reflect,  who  possess  not  the  faculty  of  judging 
for  themselves,  are  led  astray  by  the  sopbisiries 
BO  sedulously  put  forth  for  their  misguidance. 
Thai  filthy  concern,  Tlie  Tuna." 

It  was  necessary  to  inform  hon.  Gentle- 
man, that  he  (Mr.  Hume)  held  in  his  hand 
three  or  four  propositions  to  establish 
newspapers,  which  were  to  advocate  the 
principles  of  the  Orange  Society,  and  be 
in  the  interest  of  the  Lodge.  The  hon. 
Member  proceeded  to  read — 

"  That  filthy  concern.  The  Tima,  which 
Spares  neither  age  nor  sex,  public  bodies  nor 
private  individunU,  nhicb,  at  a  less  degenerate 
era,  would  have  been  burnt  bj  the  common 
hangman— ought  to  be  forthwith  checked  in 
its  flagitious  coune  of  unparalleled  infamy. 
Such  ■  sacrilegious  print  is  well  worthy  of  its 
new  friends,  who  are  as  inexorable  in  their 
resentments  and  political  animosities,  as  the 
vehicle  of  their  rancour  has  ever  been  vin- 
dictive and  diab  oil  cully  mischievous  in  all  its 

[Louid  Laughter.'l  There  appears  to  have 
been  some  peculiarly  strong  link  which 
bound  the  active  author  of  these  epistles 
to  hi>  illustrioiu  Friend,  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber concluded  with  observing,  that  though 
HOie  of  ttte  Iftttei  part  of  hia  itaumenu 
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had  excited  laughter,  the  subject  was  ona 
of  the  most  grave  importance.  There 
wasclearproof  of  the  existence  of  a  Society 
composed  of  (as  was  allowed  by  themselvea) 
300,000  men,  united  together,  and  so 
organised  as  to  be  in  a  situation  to  be 
called  forth  in  a  bodyon  whatever  occasion, 
whether  for  good  or  evil,  when  required  lo 
do  so  by  their  illustrious  Grand  Master. 
How  wild  and  visionary  the  ideas  of  this 
Society  were,  was  evidenced  in  the  spectl- 
lattoDS  put  forth  by  Fairman,  of  how,  in 
the  event  of  the  demise  of  the  Crown,  ibe 
heir  apparent,  the  Princess  Victoria,  should 
be  set  aside,  and  in  favour  of  whom  ?  Tiie 
whole  system  ought  at  once  to  be  put  an 
end  to;  and  he  trusted  his  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters would  do  thaL  The  hon.  Member 
concluded  by  moving  the  following  Reso- 
lutions : — 

1st.  That  this  House,  taking  into  consider-. 
stion  the  evidence  given  before  the  Select 
Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
nature,  extent,  character,  and  tendency  of 
Orange  Lodges,  Associations,  or  Societies 
in  Ireland;  and  of  Orange  Institutions  in 
Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies;  and  seeing 
that  ibe  existence  of  Orange  Societies  is  highly 
detrimenlal  to  the  peace  of  the  community,  by 
exciting  discord  amongst  the  several  classes  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects ;  and  seeing  that  it  is 
highly  injurious  to  the  due  administration  of 
justice,  that  any  Judge,  Sheriff,  Magistrate, 
Juryman,  or  any  other  person  employed  in 
maintaining  the  peace  of  the  country,  shouM 
be  bound  by  any  secret  obligation  to,  or  be  in 
any  combination  with,  any  Association  un- 
known to  the  Laws,  and  founded  upon  prin- 
ciples of  religions  exclusion,  that  even  if  justice 
were  impartially  adtninislered  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, which  is  in  itself  impossible,  yet 
any  connection  with  such  Societies  would 
create  suspicions  and  jealousies  detrimental 
to  the  peace  and  good  Government  of  this 
country. 

Snd.  Thnt  Orange  Societiei,  and  all  other 
political  Societies  which  have  secret  forms  of 
initiation,  and  secret  signs,  and  are  bound 
together  by  any  religious  ceremony,  are 
especially  deserving  of  the  severest  reproba- 
tion of  the  House,  and  should  no  longer  be 
permitted  to  contmue. 

3rd.  That  a  bumble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty,  that  his  Majesty  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  direct  measures  to  be 
taken  to  remove  from  the  public  service,  at 
home  and  abroad,  every  Judge,  Privy  Coun- 
cillor, Lord-Lieutenant,  Deputy  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant, C  us  tos  Rotulorum,  Matjistrate,  Militia 
8fficer,  Inspector,  Chief  Constable  of  the 
pnslabulary  and  Peace  Preserration  Force, 
every  Officer  of  Police  in  Ireland,  and  every 
fuDciioiHiry  employed  in  the  administration  of 
jastioe,  and  in  maintaining  the  peace  of  the 
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AotiDliy,  who  ihall  Btlend  th«  meeting  of  any 
Onnge  Lodge,  of  any  Ribbon  Lodge,  or  of 
%aj  otbec  political  Club,  Initituiion,  or  Amo- 
riition,  wbeoever,  or  nhercrer  asHmbled, 
h&TiiiK  secret  foims  of  initiation,  and  being 
bound  together  by  any  religiout  ceremony, 
and  with  secret  signs  and  passwords  for  recog- 
aitioQ  of  Members  of  such  bodies,  and  who 
iball  not  withdraw  from  tuch  Societies  or 
Attociationt  on  or  befoic  the  expiration  of  one 
noDlh  after  the  pubticatioa  of  any  Fmclaoia- 
tion  which  hii  Majesty  may  be  pleased  to 
direct  to  be  issued  hereupon,  forbidding  their 
continuing  to  be  Memben  of  luch  Orange 
Lodges,  Societies,  and  Associationi. 

Sir  William  Molesworlh!  I  rise  to 
McoDtl  the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend.  I 
would  call  the  attetition  of  the  House  to 
(be  concluding  paragraphs  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Orange  Institu- 
tions in  Great  Briiain.  AFier  having 
cited  a  portion  of  the  Statutes  of  the 
39th  George  3rd,  c.  79,  the  Report  sayi — 
"  It  will  be  for  the  Houae  to  consider 
whether  the  present  orgBoization  of  Oranee 
Lodges,  in  connexion  with  the  Imperial 
Grand  Lodge,  comes  within  the  words  of 
the  Statute,  and,  if  bo,  whether  the  Lai 
Officers  of  the  Crown  should  not  fa 
directed  to  institute  legal  proceedings, 
without  delay,  against  the  Grand  Officers 
of  all  Orange  Lodges."  I  know  that  the 
Orangemen  consider  this  institution  not 
to  be  an  illegal  one,  because,  in  1822, 
they  obtained  a  favourable  opinion  from 
Sergeant  Lens,  Sir  William  Horne,  Mr, 
Baron  Gurney,  and  Mr.  Adolphus.  Un- 
doubtedly, according  to  the  case  submitted 
to  those  learned  Gentlemen,  the  Orange 
Institution  was  not  an  illegal  Society  in 
1822.  A  Society,  however,  may,  accord- 
ing to  its  printed  rules,  be  strictly  legal, 
yet,  in  practice,  depart  from  those  rules, 
•nd  be  an  illegal  Society,  and  this  1  believe 
to  have  been  the  case  of  the  Orange  Insti- 
tution in  1822  ;  this,  however,  is  of  little 
consequence.  The  House  must  bear 
mind  this  fact,  that  in  1832  the  rules  of 
tbe  Society  were  materially  altered  from 
those  which  were  submitted  to  Sei^eant 
Lens,  and  were  assimilated  to  those  of  tbe 
Orange  Societies  in  Ireland.  Now  it  is  in 
eonsetjueace  of  those  alterations,  it  is  io 
consequence  of  the  existing  rules,  that  I 
contend  that  this  Society  is  an  illegal  one. 
Though  the  printed  rules  of  a  Society 
are  the  worst  possible  evidence  of  tti 
legality,  yet,  as  admissions,  they  an  the 
b»t  ev idence  of  its  illegality.  I 
TJQCed  thM  if  boa.  Geailemen  wHl 


Orange  Ltdget.  MS 

the  ralet  of  the  Orange  Inathatioa,  aad 
will  likewise  look  at  the  words  of  tht 
Statute,  they  will  not  hesitate  in  affirming, 
that  this  Society  is,  to  all  intents,  an  illegal 
combination  and  confederacy.  There  ni* 
Statutes  against  illegal  Societies.  Tbe 
37th  George  3rd,  c.  123;  39th  Geo^ard, 
c.  79 ;  and  the  A7th  George  3rd,  c.  19. 
Now,  Sir,  in  my  opinion,  the  Orange 
InstitDtion  is  an  illegal  Society,  in  rarions 
manners  under  these  Statutes.  I  consider 
that  it  would  be  easy  to  prove,  that  the 
Orangemen  in  reality  assent  to  a  test  or 
declaration  not  required  or  antboriaed  by 
law,  and  if  this  be  the  case,  the  Society 
would  be  illegal  under  the  fi7lh  Geoige 
3rd,  c.  19.  I  consider  that,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  the  rdigions  cara< 
mony,  called  the  ritual,  is  an  oath  not 
required  or  authorised  by  law,  and  if 
this  be  the  case,  the  Society  would 
again  be  illegal  under  the  fi7ih  Geoi^ 
3rd,  c.  19.  I  consider  that  the  Orange* 
men  are  bound,  in  consequence  of  being 
Orangemen,  to  obey  the  commands  of 
their  Grand  Master,  who  ia  a  leader  or 
Commander,  not  having  authority  by  lew 
for  such  purpose,  and  if  this  be  the  case, 
the  Society  ia  illegal  under  tbe  37tb 
George  3rd,  c.  123.  I  do  not  intend  to 
insist  upon  these  positions,  because  I 
should  be  unwilling  to  appear  to  atrain 
the  meaning  of  a  ciiminal  Statute.  I 
shall  content  myself  with  referring  to  thai 
portion  of  the  39th  George  3rd,  c.  79, 
which  the  Committee  has  cited,  end  under 
which  the  illegality  of  this  Society  seemt, 
to  me,  most  manifest ;  the  39th  George 
Sid,  c.  79,  enacts  that,  "  every  Society 
which  shall  be  composed  of  di^erent  di- 
visions or  branches,  or  of  different  parte 
acting  in  any  manner  separately  or  distinct 
from  each  other,  or  of  which  any  part  shall 
have  any  separate  or  distinct  President, 
Secretary,  TreaBurer,  Delegate,  or  other 
Officer  elected  or  appointed  by  or  for  such 
part,  or  to  act  as  Officer  for  such  part." 
shall  he  deemed  an  unlawfiil  confedcraiioD. 
1.  The  Orange  Institution  is  "  composed 
of  different  divisions  or  branches."  Thle 
fact  is  acknowledged  in  the  Address  i^ 
the  Orangemen  to  the  Carlton  Club; 
after  enumerating  the  advantages  which 
the  Conservatives  would  derive  ftom  be* 
coming  Orangemen,  they  say,  ia  order 
"  that  the  constitnency  may  be  able  to 
know  the  patriot  from  the  demagi^ne— 
the  honeet  manfmm  the  preteikder— wheM 
•M  tb*y  10  Mil  apply  fiMT  iBfiHawtiOQ  m4 
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«dtiM  u  to  th«  Grand  Lodf*  of  the  lu- 
■titiitiwit  whioh  beiag  in  Kctifs  cnrrs- 
■pondencB  with  all  iu  branches,  poEseMM 
tha  fMility  of  knowiDg  tbe  principle!  of 
•very  ibm  in  the  country.  In  grder  to 
pHtn  my  pention  moia  dutinctly,  I  shall 
BOW  prove  that  eech  Orange  Lodge  (or  at 
it  it  BOBietiinei  called,  namDt),  is  a 
■eparate  and  distinct  branch  of  the  Orange 
Instftvtioa.iepamteand  distinct  ffom  every 
othfi  Lodge.  Id  proof  of  this  position  I 
voold  refer  to  the  appendix,  page  141. 
Theit  tha  House  will  find  a  list  of  266 
warrants  or  Lodges  distinguishad  from 
each  other  by  different  ouniben  slated  to 
assemble  at  different  places  and  at  different 
times.  In  the  evidence,  I  find  that  at 
Glasgow  a  Lodge  is  called  "  The  Gordon 
Lodge;"  atBarnsleythere  is  a  Lodge  called 
'*  The  Royal  Cumberland  Lodge."  In  the 
itinerant  warrant  granted  by  the  Duke  of 
Cambcrland,  powers  are  delegated  to  Co- 
lonel Fairmin, "  toopen  new  Lodges,  and 
to  set  them  in  full  operation."  These 
facis  are  in  themselves  sufiicient  to  create 
R  strong  presumption  that  each  Lodge  is  a 
separate  end  distinct  bruich  of  the  Orange 
Society.  1  shall  now  explain  in  what 
manner,  accuiding  to  tbe  rules  of  the  la- 
stitutiou,  each  Lodge  is  distinct  from  each 
Other  Lodge.  By  rule  7,  every  member  of 
tbe  Institution,  from  the  rank  of  Grand 
Commiwioner  dowoHBrds,  must  belong  to 
some  tpeci&ed  Lodge ;  and  no  person  is  of 
right  entitled  to  a  seat  in  tbe  Grand  Lodge, 
DOT  shall  be  proposed  for  office,  unleu  tbe 
Lodge  to  which  he  belongs  is  mentioned 
in  his  certificate.  This  rule  proves  that 
each  Lodge  has  its  own  members  separate 
and  distinct  from  the  members  of  each 
other  Lodge.  Now,  with  regard  to  the 
duties  of  these  members,  if  tbe  House 
would  refer  to  rules  21,  41,  and  7,  it  would 
find  that  each  Lodgebas  not  only  its  s^a- 
rate  and  distinct  members,  but  it  has  like- 
wise, its  annoal  receipts,  separate  and  dis- 
tinct frmn  those  of  other  Lodges;  it  baa  its 
own  funda,  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
funds  of  otiier  Lodges  t  it  has  its  own  offi- 
flers,  its  own  by-laws,  lepanta  and  dii- 
tinct  from  those  of  oUier  lodges;  and 
members  of  oUier  Lodges  have  no  right  to 
interfera  eith»  in  the  diitribuiion  of  the 
funds,  the  election  of  the  officers,  or  in 
the  making  of  the  by-laws.  For  instance, 
if  I  were  an  Orangemao,  which,  thank 
God.  I  am  Bot,  I  must  belong  to  some 
Mrticolar  Lodge — say  to  the  Grand  Cum- 
b>riwt4  I<odg«,  Rt  fiwiley— I  sbonld  be 
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obliged  to  attend  the  meetingt  of  that 
Lodge  at  least  once  a  year;  I  should  ba 
obliged  to  pay  an  annual  subscription ;  1 
should  have  a  right  of  voting  with  regard 
to  the  distributioQ  of  the  funds,  tbe  eleo- 
tiODS  of  the  officers,  and  the  by-laws  of  the 
Lodge,  if  I  were  to  be  in  London  1  might 
attend  the  meetings  of  the  Metropolitan 
Lodge, on  the  production  of  my  ceitiflcate; 
but  I  should  not  be  bound  to  pay  a  sub- 
scription to  the  Metropolitan  Lodge;  I 
should  not  be  obliged  to  attend  the  meet- 
ings  of  the  Metropolitan  Lodge,  and  if  I 
were  to  attend  the  meetings,  I  should 
merely  be  admitted  as  a  visiter ;  I  should 
have  no  right  to  bear  a  part  in  any  of  its 
proceedings;  I  should  be  unable  to  vote  on 
any  subject,  either  on  the  dtstrihutian  of 
the  funds,  the  election  of  tbe  officers,  or 
on  the  by-laws.  Now,  it  is  the  right  of 
voting  iu  these  meetings  which,  according 
to  Sergeant  Lens,  is  the  mtiierial  pari  of 
acting  aeparalely  and  distinctly;  and  ihis 
right  is  reserved  in  each  Lodge  to  certain 
individuals  exclusively.  Thus,  ai  an 
Orangeman,  I  should  be  obliged  to  belung 
to  some  branch  of  it;  and,  consequently, 
tha  Orange  Instituiion  is  a  socicly  com- 
posed of  separate  and  distinct  divisions 
and  branches,  and  of  parts  acting  sepa- 
rately and  distinctly  from  eHch  other,  and 
is  consequently  en  unlawful  confederMCv. 
But  the  Ifodge  is  not  the  only  branch  of 
tbe  society;  each  Lodge  is  attached  to 
some  district,  which  is  likewise  a  division 
of  the  society.  This  fact  h  easily  proved. 
In  Appendix,  page  14£,  there  is  a  list  of 
district  warrants:  each  district  has  its 
Deputy-Grand  Master,  who  is  obliged  to 
report  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  who,  ac- 
cording to  rule  3,  represents  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  \hs  masters  of  warrants.  Each 
district  has  its  half-yearly  meetingt  for 
the  arrangement  of  its  affairs.  In  rule 
S,  the  object  of  these  district  meetings 
is  stated.  Tbey  assemble  for  the  pur[Kiee 
of  investigating  matters  of  a  local  nature, 
and  in  order  to  receive  returns  from  the 
masters  of  each  Lodge,  which  are  after- 
warda  [transmitted  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 
These  meetings  are  composed  of  certain 
specific  individuals,  who  have  duties  to 
perform  separate  and  distinct  from  those 
of  the  members  of  other  districts.  The 
right  of  voting  in  these  meetings  it 
confined  exclusively  to  certain  individuals. 
As  ^e  argnmeots  which  I  employed  in 
order  lo  prove  that  each  Lodge  is  a  sepa- 
nte  bnim  of  (be  HCiety.  tta  (be  iwoa  n 
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probibit  locKtiet  wbow  tcts  «m  timilar 
to  tboH  or  the  Oraoiemen.  The  Suttite 
■ays,  "  Whereas  mnny  Hucb  flodetiee  era 
composed  of  different  diraions,  bimDcbM, 
OTpaTta,i*hichcominanicateiritheachodier 
by  secreUTies,  delegates,  or  otherwise,  and 
by  means  thereof  maintain  an  inflaence 
over  large  bodiesof  men,  and  delude  many 
ignorant  and  unwary  persons  into  the 
commission  of  acts  h^nty  criminai."  b 
this  not  a  jnst  description  of  the  OtmogK 
Institntion  ?  Hy  hon.  Friend  has  thown 
in  what  manner  this  society  maintains  an 
influence  oyer  large  bodiesof  men,  in  what 
manner  it  has  deluded  at  Airdrie  and 
elsewhere  many  ignorant  and  nnwary  me* 
into  the  commission  of  acta  highly  crimi- 
nal. TheseStatules,towhicbIha<rasoonea 
referred,  are  not  obsolete— men  ara  still 
suffering  punishment  under  these  enact- 
ments; they  have  been  put  in  force  against 
the  poor  and  the  ignorant — 1  now  demand 
that  they  shall  equally  be  put  in  force 
against  the  rich  and  the  educated.  The 
Honse  mast  remember  the  case  of  the 
Dorchester  labourers — those  nnfortunata 
men  combined  for  the  purpose  of  raiaing 
their  wages,  which  is  not  an  illegal  act. 
They  formed  a  secret  association,  which  la 
not  necessBTily  illegal.  They  were  ini- 
tiated with  religions  ceremonies,  not  more 
profane  than  those  of  the  Orangemen. 
Unfortunately,  their  chief  was  not  a  princa 
of  the  blood — un fortunately,  in  theii  ignt^ 
ranee,  they  were  not  contented  with  mera 
ceremonies;  in  addition,  they  ntt««d 
certain  words,  which  in  a  court  of  jnstioe 
were  considered  to  be  an  oatb,  and  fiir 
their  ignorance  they  were  transported. 
The  chiefs  of  the  Orangemen  are  noble, 
rich,  and  well  educated  men.  Their  leadar 
is  the  first  male  subject  in  the  realm,  not, 
however,  thanic  God,  as  the  hon.  Member 
for  Drogheda  proposed  to  term  him,  tba 
nearest  to  the  throne.  [Mr.  Raiktal 
Plunketl  rose  to  order.  He  cslled  on  tbe 
hon.  Baronet  to  explain  the  assertion  be 
had  thus  made.^  The  hon.  Member  moat 
certainly  used  the  term  in  question,  and  I 
will  tell  him  and  the  Honse  where.  In 
the  Report,  page  1 14,  there  is  a  docnmaat 
containing  these  words :  "  The  Orange 
Institution  is  the  only  society  in  Oreat 
Britain  which  already  includes  individnala 
of  every  rank  and  grade,  from  the  ncartX 
to  the  throne  to  the  poorest  peasant,"  &e. 
This  document  is  iodoned,  "  Maicriali 
from  tbe  hon.  Randal  Pinnkett  for  an  nd- 
•iitm  to  tba  Caritoa  Club."    I  h^  the 


those  wbich  I  should  now  have  to  employ 
in  order  to  prove  that  ths  district  is  a 
branch  of  tbe  aociety,  I  will  not  repeat 
them,  but  proceed  to  the  last  part  of  the 
case.  I  contend  that  the  society  is  illegal, 
on  account  of  the  manner  in  which  its 
officera  are  appointed  or  elected,  accord- 
ing to  the  words  of  39  Geo.  III.  c.  79, 
which  I  have  already  read,  every  society, 
"  of  which  any  pan  shall  have  any  sepa- 
nte  or  distinct  president,  secretary,  trea- 
sarer,  delegate,  or  other  officer,  elected  or 
appointed  by  or  for  sach  part,  or  to  act 
as  an  officer  for  such  part."  Now,  Sir, 
there  are  a  host  of  officera  appointed  for 
particular  parts  of  the  society,  and  to 
act  as  officers  for  such  parts ;  snd  there 
are  other  officers  elected  hy  parts  of  tbe 
society.  App.  page  131.  In  rule  3,  I 
find  "  the  Deputy-grand  Masters  of  coun- 
ties, cities,  and  boroughs,  sending  Mem- 
bers to  Pariiament,  appointed  by  the  Im- 
perial Grand  Lodge."  "  The  Deputy- 
grand  chaplains  of  counties,  cities,  bo- 
roughs, and  districts  appointed  in  like 
manner."  "  The  Deputy-grand  Masters 
of  districts  appointed  by  the  Imperial 
Grand  Lodge,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  brethren ;"  and  if  the  House  will  re- 
-fer  to  the  annual  reports  of  tbe  Grand 
Lodge,  they  will  find  the  names  of  those 
who  are  thus  appointed.  The  officera  of 
each  Lodge  are  elected.  In  rule  3,  it  is 
stated — "  The  masten  of  warrants  are 
annually  elected  by  their  respective  mem- 
bers, subject  to  the  approbation  of  the 
imperial  Grand  Lodge."  Tbe  election 
must  take  place  in  the  first  week  in  May. 
The  fee  on  the  first  election  is  St.  on  re- 
election 2i,  6d.— Rule  41.  The  chap- 
lains of.  each  Lodge  are  annually  elected. 
The  committeemen  ere  likewise  elected.  I 
need  not  trespass  upon  the  patience  of  the 
House,  by  proving  that  these  rules  are  ad- 
hered to — tbe  endence  given  befora  tbe 
Committee  would  easily  demonstrate  this 
fact  to  any  person  who  will  take  the 
trouble  of  reading  that  evidence.  Thus, 
Sir,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  the  Orange 
Institution  in  Oreat  Britain  is  an  illegal 
combination  and  confederacy.  Sir,  I 
would  not,  on  any  account,  attempt  to 
extend  the  meaning  of  a  criminal  statate, 
or  endeavonr  to  pnniih,  as  offenders,  per- 
sons who  merely  have  violated  the  strict 
letter  of  the  law,  without  acting  with  the 
criminal  intentions  which  the  law  meant 
to  punish.  But,  Sir,  when  I  read  tbe  pra- 
imbk  of  tbe  itfttnle,  I  find  ill  iotaotion  If  to 
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boa.  Member*!  memory  iinfreihed.  Well, 
theH  men  have  combined  to  pnierve 
*bu>e>t  tbey  ba*e  bouad  themtelves  toge- 
ther by  religious  ceremoniei  u  solemn  as 
any  oath.  For,  BCcording  to  the  ritQal, 
wbeD  Ibe  candidate  is  initiated  ha  must 
bare  the  Sacred  Scriptures  in  bis  hands, 
vilh  the  book  or  the  rnlei  and  regolations 
placed  thereon  ;  be  is  commanded  to  study 
tile  former  and  obey  the  latter ;  he  is  re- 
ceived as  a  member  or  the  society  under 
tbe  asinrance  of  bis  sponiors  that  he  will 
carry  equally  in  his  heart  the  laws  of  the 
insiitation  and  those  of  tbe  Deity ;  kneel- 
ii^,  he  is  decorated  with  the  Oran^  scarf, 
and  be  is  told  in  tbe  words  of  Scripture, 
"This  shall  be  for  a  tokert  upon  thine 
hand,  and  for  a  frontlet  between  thine 
ayes;  for  by  strength  of  hand  tbe  Lord 
brought  us  forth  oat  of  Egypt.  Thou 
shall,  therefore,  keep  his  ordinance,  in  his 
season,  from  year  to  year." — Exodus,  xiii. 
16— IS.  These  secret  signs  and  pass- 
words are  made  known  to  him ;  and  in 
conclusion  the  chaplain,  in  jov  at  the 
coming  of  the  new  sssociete,  with  impiouB 
nockt^  saitb,  "  Olory  be  to  God  in  the 
highest;  on  earth  peace,  good-wilt  to- 
wards men." — St.  Luke,  ii,  14.  Thus  tbe 
holiest  words  of  Scripture  are  profaned  in 
inder  to  enforce  and  sanctify  obedience  to 
the  commandi,  whatever  they  mas  he,  of 
his  Royal  Highness  Prince  £rnest  Au- 
gustus Duke  of  Cumberland.  For  his 
powers  are  illimitable,  discretianary,  and 
"absolute."  To  him  the  "honour  and 
wdfare  of  this  society  are  implicitly  con- 
fided-" What  that  honour  must  be,  in 
what  that  welfare  must  consist,  all  men 
who  have  read  these  Reports,  and  heard 
tbe  speech  of  ibe  hon.  Member,  must  now 
be  full  and  well  awsre.  Thus  these  most 
religious  men  have  not  hesitated  to  dese- 
crate tbe  religion  of  peace  and  good-will 
towards  men,  by  employing  it  as  a  mesns 
of  evading  the  law ;  nor  have  they  scru- 
pled to  use  the  sacred  ceremonies  of  their 
creed  (or  the  vile  purposes  of  party  feud. 
Tliey  have  enrolled  bishops  and  other 
cassocked  priests,  whom  they  have  com- 
manded lo  attend  their  meetings,  dressed 
and  decorated  with  the  insignia  of  their 
boly  orders  ;  thus  to  give  the  semblance 
of  a  religious  sanction  to  these  their  unholy 
aammeries  and  impionB  mockeries.  The 
object  of  these  ceremonies  evidently  is  to 
impress  a  coavJction  upon  the  initiated 
that  tbey  are  bonnd  with  all  tbe  force  and 
Hlennity  of  u  mUi.    Tlifl  Oni^eBUD, 
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when  initiated,  is  surrounded  bv  dltbe 
pomps  of  religion,  the  name  of  the  deity 
IS  invoked,  he  is  commanded  to  be  obedi- 
dieat  to  the  laws  of  the  institution,  and  to 
keep  secret  their  signs  and  pass-words; 
ha  kneels  and  vow*,  and  by  every  con- 
ceivable sign  acknowledges,  his  assent  to 
these  commands.  Yet,  say  the  Orange- 
men, as  they  never  in  so  many  words 
promise  to  obey,  as  they  never  say  that 
they  will  keep  secret  the  signs  and  pas^ 
words — tbey  affirm  tbst  their  tests  are 
not  tests— .their  oaths  are  not  oaths — and 
their  engagements  are  not  engsgementi. 
Such  is  the  miserable  casuistry  by  which 
these  men,  who  so  boast  their  respect  for 
the  law,  attempt  to  evade  tbe  law.  In 
some  respects  tbey  may  have  succeeded  in 
evading  that  portion  of  the  law  under 
which  the  Dorchester  lahourers  were  pn- 
nished ;  but  in  other  respects,  as  I  have 
shown,  they  have  utterly  failed.  The 
question  now  is,  whether  the  poor  alone 
are  to  be  punished  for  their  illegal 
societies,  whilst  the  rich  are  to  be  per- 
mitted unlawfully  to  combine  for  evil, 
and  traitorously  to  o^anise  oppression. 
The  means  of  crushing  this  Institution 
in  Great  Britain  are  easy  and  simple ;  I 
am  perfectly  convinced  that  evidenoe 
could  be  produced  in  a  court  of  justice,  to 
prove  everyone  of  my  assertions  if  the  law 
officersoftheCrown  will  employ  the  powers 
vested  in  them  by  these  Statutes.  They 
can,  if  they  think  proper,  stay  criminal 
proceedings  against  any  person  who  has 
offended  against  these  Statutes  ;  let  ihem 

fmniise  thus  to  protect  the  witnesses,  and 
am  convinced  many  would  be  found 
amongst  the  members  of  this  Institution, 
who,  now  aware  of  its  noxious  effects,  would 
willingly  atone  to  their  country  by  giving 
such  evidence  as  would  infallibly  copvict 
the  chiefs  of  this  Institution  of  a  misde- 
meanour for  which  they  may  be  trans- 
ported. Offences  under  two  of  these 
Statutes  are  misdemeanours.  Peers,  there- 
fore, would  not  be  tried  by  tbe  House  of 
Lords,  but  by  a  common  Jury,  Let, 
therefore,  ^e  law  officers  of  the  Crown 

E reseat  to  the  Grand  Jury  of  Middlesex 
ills  of  Indictment  against  the  Imperial 
Grand  Master  the  Duke  of  Cumberland-^ 
againstthe  Grand  Master  of  England,  Lwd 
Keoyon — against  the  Gnnd  Secretary, 
Lord  Chandos :  and  to  these  worthies  let 
them  not  foi^t  to  add  the  right  rev. 
Father  in  God  Thomas  Lord  Bishop  of 
Silbbnry.     Thus,   Sv,  ttiew  StatitM, 
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iMA  vara  tlw  ontiou  ti  tb«  tvon 
MwrniM  of  Um  people,  nuy  now,  u  it  w«n, 
4iy  %  fatribotion  of  Divin*  Pnnidvnce, 
bceomo  ibe  omuu  of  enudiiog  this  inMitu<- 
tioa    of   dettraying   this    mpvimm 
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i  of  lajiBg  praitMiu  iu  chief. 
At  bie  file  nooe  bat  bia  fbllowen  will 
mowii.  A  few  5cen  reeideDC*  «n  tbe 
•bona  of  the  BoutbawOceen  would  teuh 
hioi  and  other  titled  criminali  that  tbe  lews 
of  their  ooontry  are  oot  to  be  *iobUed 
with  inpunity,  end  that  eqaal  jiutice  ia 
aow  to  be  edmiBistered  to  the  hifth  end 
to  tbe  low.  Thai  thi*  inatitution  may  be 
craihed  in  Greet  Britein.  I  am  not  ec- 
qaeinted  with  tbe  litih  Statntea.  and  coo- 
BcqneatiyeenDMeffiia  whether  theOraoge 
aooietiei  in  that  coeatry  ere  ijlogtl  or  not ; 
bat  nndonbtedly  the  Houm  will  be  gratified 
io  learning  that  the  whole  of  tbe  Grand 
Udgeof  Ireland,  thttia.  Blithe  chief!  of  e 
aociety,  night  eeiily  be  tnniported ;  for 
^nembereof  theGnnd  Lodgeof  Ireland 
aremembersof  tbe  grand  lodge  of  Eaglaad ; 
and  tbe  woida  of  tbe  Btataie  ate, "  Every 
pcnon  who,  after  tbe  pouing  of  thi*  Act, 
■ball,  directly  or  indirectly,  naiotain  cor- 
feapondence  or  interaoatae  with  any  anch 
•ocMty,  in^  "  or  who  dtall  by  contriba- 
tioo  of  ooney  or  otherwiae,  aid,  abet,  or 
•unport  aacb  eocietyt  or  any  nwoiben  or 
oSons  thereof,  ea  ench  dial)  be  deeoied 

Silly  of  an  unlawfal  combination  or  coa- 
leracy."  Thua  it  ia  evident  that  any 
pereon  who  hei  atteoded  a  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  is  liable  to  be 
treoaported.  Now  I  find  recorded  ea  pre- 
eent  m  verioua  ateetingi  irf  tbe  Grand 
Lodge,  the  followiag  members  of  the 
Grend  Lodge  of  Ireland;  —  Lord  Roden, 
Lofd  Tkontond,  Itxi  Longford,  Lord 
Cole,  H.  P.,  tbe  bon.  Randal  Plunket, 
H.  P.  colonel  Vcmer,  M.  P.,  colonel 
Puceral,  M.  P.,  Henry  Hannock,  esq. 
U.  P..  Anthony  Lefroy,  esq,,  H.  P.  I 
woald  foe  snffieient  lo  put  the  tswa  in  force 
againa  theae  gentleaea  to  destroy  the 
Onu^ Institotion  ialrelsnd.  Tbua,8ir, 
it  aecnu  to  me  eeay  in  Tarious  nunnera  lo 
pat  down  tbeee  eocietiea.  At  leeal,  let 
Ibe  Oonmeaent  adopt  the  ndvice  of  my 
boo.  Friend.  Let  them  etrike  off  the 
Beach  every  Hagiatiate  who  ia  an  Onuga- 
■ent  let  then  diaaiee  from  their  em- 
ploynMot  every  fnuctioaery  wbe  behmge  to 
those  eocietiee  t  let  tboai  oblige  the  Hone- 
Onatda  rigidly  to  enforce  iu  orders  i  in 
abort,  let  tnem  ooosider  tbe  muater-roll  of 
tiM  Mciety  u  til*  liu  of  their  bitMmt 


fbeei  HtbacnlalogMoflhoeeiinidaertlt 
snenuea  of  tbe  people's  li^la,  to  whom  it 
would  be  Bwdneaa  for  their  own  aake— in 
whom  it  would  he  diagnceful  for  the 
'  !*s  sake— to  CMifide  any  public  tntst. 
proaoribed,  tbe  aociety  would  eoon 
:;  and  if  tbe  Adminutration  have 
either  ootir^e  or  energy  they  will  not  be* 
■itate  long  ere  they  alrike  tbe  blow.  It 
will  be  miserable  folly  to  attempt  to  con- 
ciliate the  Oraniiemea.  If  the  Miniitere 
do  not  cnuh  them,  the^  will  cmah  the 
Ministers — the  straggle  u  a  aortel  one. 
He  who  spaiea  hla  foe  ioBlata  a  wound 
upon  himself— he  who  rafraini  from  de- 
stroying will  t>e  destroyed.  The  Orange- 
men are  now  in  thepowerof  ihflMioitfere, 
let  them  not  bcaiteta  one  momenl,  bat 
aeal  the  doom  of  thcae  wiiooa  eocietiea, 
and  crash  the  chiefs. 

Lord  >foAn  R%ugll  rose  and  said :  Bit, 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  address  the  Houee 
as  early  as  possible  after  the  two  hon. 
Members  who  hare  moved  and  aeoooded 
these  reaolutbos,  in  order  lo  put  the 
House  in  possession  of  the  eouree  of 
which  I  gave  notice  on  a  former  debate, 
that  1  shoukl  thiok  it  my  duty  to  { 
to  tha  HouH  lo  follow  on  this  o 


In  propoeing  that  course,  I  certainly  bel 
that  there  never  was  a  question  upon 
which  it  was  of  mora  importance  to  come 
to  a  right  decision,  and  that  in  ateting  my 
views  npon  this  subject,  I  must  also  be  om- 
aidered  as  Stating  the  geaeni  views  of  hie 
Majesty's  other  Ministers  npon  a  qnaetion 
which  at  different  times  has  occupwd  Uteir 
most  anxious  and  serious  consideniion. 
Sir,  I  have  lo  ssy  on  the  one  hand,  tbat 
we  have  considered  it  with  a  view — with 
an  opinion,  that  ibe  society  which  has 
been  the  subject  of  debate  this  evening 
is  miichievons  to  the  couniiy,  and  that  it 
ia  OOT  duty  to  endeavour  to  pat  on  end  to 
it.  On  the  other  hand,  I  mast  say  that  I 
ai^Nroach  tht  anbtect  with  no  such  feeling 
as  I  understood  ibe  hon.  Member  Ik 
Cornwall  to  eiprees.  I  do  not  propose 
the  aappression  of  the  Orange  society, 
because,  as  the  bon.  Baronet  sutod,  thoee 
noblemen  and  gentleoMa  wboara  the  bend 
of  thai  body  are  the  bitter  enemies  of  tbe 
present  Ministry.  I  wish  to  cooetder  Ihe 
eoeiety  simply  u  me  ofiecting  tbe  peace 
and  well-beiw  <4  Ibe  eonntry,  tbe  doe 
autfaority  of  GoverBment,  and  Ibe  proper 
adnituatralioa  of  the  law.  This  being  Ibe 
feeling  with  which  I  approach  the  su^eol, 
I  thiidi  I  N>  «Btiil«d  10  Hk  tha  tatftn, 
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not  ooljr  of  tboM  hoB.  Oentlenun  who 
eoniider  it  night  he  an  Kdvantageoni 
thing  to  inflict  a  him*  on  the  enemte* 
of  iha  pTMcnt  Adminiitration,  but  bIm 
of  thoM  Menben  of  Iks  Honie  who, 
tboagb  hoMil*  to  thtt  AdminiMration, 
■till  ooniidtr  that  tho  general  reiulta 
wbieb  I  ban  mentiODed  am  paramoaDt 
to  all  party  coBaiderationa,  aod  ovgbt  to 
be  iHoding  upon  themaeWea  a*  well  aa 
apoB  oa  in  thia  diiouauoD.  Sir,  in  Heat- 
ing of  thia  matter,  I  feel  it  nacaasary  to 
•ay  in  the  ontael,  that  I  shall  not  enter 
opOB  any  part  of  the  question  as  to  the 

Epera  and  corrsapoodenco  which  the  ban. 
ember  for  Middleaez  baa  produced  to 
the  Honae  thia  evening,  I  may  be  pennit- 
ted  to  add,  with  little  connection  or 
amugemant.  Wliatever  may  be  the  im- 
portance of  the  matter— and  1  confeaa 
then  ia  in  it  mnch  that  reqairea  the 
•afioni  consideration  of  the  House,  I  do 
not  conceire  (hat  I  should  be  justified  in 
proDonncing  an  o|Nnion  with  respect  to 
the  efieet  and  reawlt  of  that  correspondenco 
«n  the  present  occsaioD,  I  shall  thera- 
fore  confine  myself  to  that  which  appeared 
on  a  formRoccaaron;  to  that  which  cams 
oat  in  the  evidence  taken  befnre  the  House; 
la  that  which  was  declared  io  the  reiolu- 
tiona  of  the  House,  read  by  the  hon. 
Uember  for  Middlesex  at  the  beginning 
of  the  debate,  and  to  that  which  is  noto- 
liona  to  all  who  bare  paid  attention  to  the 
MbiocL  By  far  the  moat  important  part 
of  thia  qoeation,  in  reference  to  a  political 
aociety,  is  dint  which  coocema  Ireland. 
AAcr  having  attended  as  closely  aa  I  could 
to  the  boo.  Member's  speech,  and  having 
considered  the  whole  effect  of  the  evidence 
-^nore  particnlarly  the  statements  made 
by  thoae  who  were  membera  or  chief- 
oSeen  of  Orange  Lodges — 1  must  say, 
widioBt  at  present  questioning  what  may 
have  been  their  motives,  or  impngning 
their  coadnctt  I  most  express  my  atrong 
(Ming  that  tlie  eSect  of  these  aocietiei 
baa  betn  injarious  to  the  good  govern- 
nmt  of  tlie  country.  In  the  first  fdace, 
tlw  esisteRca  of  aocietiea  of  diii  kind, 
eompoaad  of  bands  of  dmu,  armed  and 
pnpared  to  atand  in  array  by  each  other, 
Allowing  BO  TCGOgeited  or  lawful  autho- 
rity, bat  Boerely  that  of  thair  own  leaders, 
tea<4iM  a  party  of  the  King's  subjecta  to 
Miter  into  a  state  of  warfare  and  defiance 
vith  another  part  of  the  Sing's  auljecu : 
tWa  MMt  be  the  aabappy  mnlt,  whatever 
ttte  iMoM  urn,  wbeUwr  a  difiinran , 
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of  religio*  or  anything  eUa.  The  nomant 
yon  create  sncb  sociatiaa,  and  organita 
them  into  distriota  and  lodges,  and  •• 
forth,  you  make  a  distinction  belwceii 
them  and  the  other  parts  of  the  King*! 
subjects,  who  immediately  form  into  simi* 
lar  societies  under  some  other  danomina* 
tion,  and  thus  you  institute  a  perpetual 
and  ever-recurriD^  aoorce  of  quanellinrt 
discontent,  and  insubordination.  It  M 
another  evil  of  these  societies,  wbei  thM 
unite  persons  of  the  lowest  order  wila 
many  of  the  highest,  that  the  lowest  art 
accustomed  to  look  to  those  who  are  high 
in  authority  in  their  owa  aociety  aa  th« 
leaders  whom  they  ought  to  obey,  instead 
of  obeying  the  Crown  and  thed^>oaitDriea 
in  whom  the  trust  of  the  Crown  la  placed. 
By  sanctioning  such  societies  you  do  so 
far  weaken  the  allegiance  of  the  snl^ect 
that  you  give  him  two  leaders— yon  giva 
him  two  sovereigns  instead  of  one.  And 
while  in  the  one  case  there  is  required  only 
that  abstract  allegiance  which  yields  t« 
no  passion,  io  the  other  there  is  a  combi> 
nation  of  party  and  passion  and  aectarian 
feeliug,  making  the  difference  between  aa 
obedience  to  what  is  salutary  and  benefi- 
cial, and  an  obedience  to  what  is  turbulent 
and  factious,  it  is  another  evil  of  thest 
societies — and  I  am  speaking  now  of  their 
natunl  constitution— it  is  another  evil 
that  being  tbos  supported  by  their  leadera, 
and  imbued  with  party  feeling,  tbey  hold 
to  that  party  feeling  in  spite  oF  the  supre- 
macy of  the  law.  Thus  a  state  comes  to 
be  divided  into  parties  suipiciouBly  fearful 
of  each  other ;  and  when  a  case  is  brought 
into  a  Goott  of  law,  instead  of  its  being 
decided  on  the  principles  of  juttice,  those 
united  in  these  societies  think  the  prose- 
cution is  directed  against  them,  and  in 
this  way  hostile  party  feelings  are  gene- 
rated, whieh  are  most  iojurioua  to  the 
psre  and  quiet  course  of  justice.  Hera  I 
must  be  allowed  to  say  I  much  regret  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Middlesex  has  spokes 
with  a  disrespect,  which  I  think  he  is  far 
from  deaerving,  of  a  nobleman,  on  wboae 
authority  I  mutt  rely  for  a  confirmation 
of  the  impression  I  have  received  with  re> 
■pect  to  these  aocietiei — of  a  noblemas 
of  whom  I  mnst  remark,  that  thoogb  he 
is  certainly  not  connected  with  ua  aa  k 
party,  yat  is  a  person  of  so  much  pmdene* 
and  moderation,  that  t  think  my  nobk 
friend  opposite  did  not  hesitate  to  Teoom> 
mend  him  for  one  of  the  Lorda-Lienteoaat 
•r  Jnlwid,  Lord  Caledoiif  I  mto :  u4 
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no  donbt  he  is  «  nobleman  fully  qualified  .  object  to  the  forniation  of  all  partj  a: 
fcr  inch  a  situation.     Lord  Caledon,  in  "  >      ■    .    << 

bh  examination  before  the  Commtltee  of 
thifl  HouK  in  1835,  laid,  in  reply  to  a 
question  put  to  blm,  that  he  would  answer 
by  reading  part  of  a  letter  which  he  ad- 
drened  to  Colonel  Vemer  relative  to  an 
Oran^  procession  on  the  27th  of  April, 
1S32.  His  Lordship  read  as  follows : 
"  It  if  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  add, 
that  I  neither  did  nor  can  subKribe  to 
your  position,  that  the  word  Orangemen 
means  Protestants  generally.  I  belieTC 
there  are  few  who  value  the  Protestant 
population  of  Ulster  more  highly  than 
I  do;  but  when  a  portion  only  of  that  body 
become  members  of  a  political  society,  I 
cannot  consent  that  such  portion  should 
assume  to  itself  the  right  of  being  consi- 
dered the  Protestant  body  at  large.  I  look 
«pon  the  Pratestnnis  as  the  main  support 
of  Brittshconnection.astbe  most  industrious 
andintelligent  part  of  our  community;  but 
I  consider  the  Orange  system  as  tending  to 
disunite  us  when  our  religion  alone  should 
be  a  Boffictent  bond  for  our  union;  that  is 
the  opinion  I  entertained  on  the  5th  of 
Jnly,  1832,  and  which  I  still  retain." 
Another  qnestion  is  pat  to  his  Lordship  as 
fellows :  "  In  fact  the  Orange  body,  so 
far  frora  assisting  to  execute  the  laws,  are 
in  the  county  of  Tyrone  the  rery  people 
who  are  most  active  in  infringing  the  laws, 
and  against  whom  your  Lordship  it  de- 
sirous of  further  legislative  enactment  ?" 
His  Lordship  answers  — "  The  Orange 
body  is  composed  of  men  of  different 
habits,  and  different  ways  of  thinking ; 
there  are  amongst  them  many  who  do  main- 
tain the  laws  to  the  utmost;  there  are 
others  of  very  loose  character.  I  think  all 
party  associations  iojurions  to  the  peace 
of  the  country,  and  opposed  to  good  order; 
though  there  are  many  individuals  in  the 
body  who  are  well  disposed  to  enforce  the 
laws  they  have  not  the  power  to  control 
those  under  them."  Again  the  noble  Lord  Is 
questioned,  "  Yonr  Lordship  is  donbtkas 
Bware  that  one  of  the  ostensible  objects  of 
the  Orange  system  is,  to  provide  for  the 
■ecnrity  of  Protestants  ex  ni«ia  against 
the  great  body  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in 
Ireland  T"  Answer ;  "  I  believe  it  is :  bat 
I  conuder  every  subject  of  these  realms  is 
bonnd  to  look  to  the  laws  of  his  country 
exclnsirely  for  protection  in  all  cases,  and 
I  consider  it  most  dangerous  to  inculcate 
npon  the  population  of  this  empire,  that 
it  it  DDnfe  for  tliem  to  do  xh    I  not  wij 


these  grounds,  but  likewise 
from  their  tendency  to  give  individuals  a 
power  and  influence  unknown  to  the  con- 
stitntion."  These,  Sir,  are  the  opinions 
of  a  man,  whose  opinions  are  not  what  ara 
ealled  extremely  liberal,  but  who,  on  tha 
contrary,  has  generally  supported  those 
who  are  considered  as  opptMed  to  liberal 
opinions;  these  are  bis  sentiments,  derived 
from  the  view  be  has  taken  of  the  society 
where  he  resides  aud  is  respected,  both  as 
a  public  man  and  a  landowner.  Such 
being  my  view  of  these  institutioas,  and  of 
all  similar  societies,  considering  them  aa 
injurious  to  the  peace  of  the  public,  u 
weakeniog  the  authority  of  Hae  Crown,  aa 
weakening  the  supremacy  of  the  law,  and, 
likewise,  as  disturbing  thst  religious  equa- 
lity and  harmony  which  otherwise  must 
prevail.  I  certainly  am  one  of  those  who 
declare  that  my  object  would  be,  if  pas- 
sible, to  rid  ourselves  of  ell  assemblie*— 
whether  called  Orange  societies.  Ribbon 
societies,  or  any  other  name  of  this  parti- 
cular character.  But  in  considering  this 
question  as  a  matter  of  state,  we  have  10 
consider  the  various  obstacles  which  may 
be  opposed  to  the  different  modes  sng* 
gested  of  ejecting  an  object,  and  the  course 
which,  OQ  the  whole,  is  moat  likely  to 
efiect  it.  There  might  be  a  way  of  pro- 
ceeding of  a  very  decided  character— very 
prompt  and  energetic,  but  which,  so  fat 
from  destroying  the  flame  of  this  Aasoci»- 
tion,  would  but  raise  it  higher — carrying 
it  up  to  a  height  which  it  would  not  otner> 
wise  attain,  and,  instead  of  finally  extin- 
guishing it,  would  cause  it  to  burn  mora 
steadily  and  more  destructively.  I  will 
now  consider  the  proposal  which  the  hoa. 
Member  for  Cornwall  has  made  on  thia 
subject  to  the  House.  H«  has  stated  it  to 
be  the  clearest  matter  possible— and  it  may 
be  so  to  his  uoderstanding.  When  I  say 
this,  I  know  that  many  men,  I  believe 
exceedingly  eminent  aa  lawyers— certainly 
possessing  a  great  acquaintance  with  tba 
law  authorities — are  of  the  same  opinion 
with  tha  faon.  Gentleman.  I  certainly  did 
not  mean  any  reflection  on  tha  boa.  Oea* 
tleman,  but  only  that  he  stated  bis  propo- 
sition in  a  manner  which  might  watrant 
'  iference  that  it  is  not  poasible  to  en- 
tertain a  donbt  on  the  subject.  After  the 
report  made  last  year  by  a  Committee  of 
this  House,  which  eooclades  with  saving 
Uiat  it  is  not  necessary  to  enact  new  law* 
with  nfereoce  t«  these  wcietiM,  btit  that 
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the  laws  ia  exiitence,  if  carried  into  exe- 
cution, would  be  sufficient  foi  the  total 
■appreuioD  of  these  Oran^  eocie^es,  I 
certainly  tbonght  it  my  duty  to  see  what 
Tietr  would  be  taken  by  the  law  officers  of 
the  Crown  pn  this  subject ;  and  I  also 
thought  it  my  duty,  instead  of  puuiog 
dry  question  in  an  official  shape,  to  see 
Biy  learoed  Friend  the  Attoroey-General, 
and  converse  with  him  generally  on  the 
whole  bearings  of  the  matter.  The  im- 
preuion  left  on  my  mind  from  all  he  then 
stated  was,  that  the  question  whether 
these  societies  were  illegal  or  not,  was  one 
of  great  doubt,  and  ihat  without  looking 
raoet  carefully,  into  the  whole  of  the  sub- 

{'ect,  I  should  not  like  to  pronounce  abso- 
utely  whether  such  societres  were  legal  or 
illegal.  I  further  understood  that  my 
learned  Friend  the  Solicitor- General  en- 
tertained a  siinilar  view.  In  considering, 
then,  the  bearings  of  this  view  of  the  case, 
the  OoTemmeot  were  of  opinion  that  if 
this,  which  was  a  severe  penal  statute,  did 
not  contain  positive  enactments  against 
this  offence,  it  was  not  proper  for  us  to 
seek  to  find  some  meanieg  in  the  law  which 
would  be  constructed  by  our  leading  men 
of  great  eminence  at  the  bar,  as  a  strain- 
ing of  the  penal  statute — we  were  of 
opinion  that  it  was  not  proper  for  us  to 
take  a  course  which  would  involve  a  dis- 
cussion as  to  whether  or  not  we  had  not 
forced  the  meaning  of  an  eaactment  oper- 
ating against  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  in 
order  to  procure  a  condemnation,  i  ought 
Also  to  say,  I  think  even  if  I  had  been 
able  to  discover  that  the  Orange  society 
had  contrived  to  evade  parts  of  the  law, 
yet  in  other  respects  had  conformed  to  it, 
ra  my  opinion  it  would  in  principle  be  so 
mischievous  to  the  libeny  of  the  subject 
for  Government  to  be  attempting  to  strain 
the  effect  of  penal  laws,  that  I  did  not 
think  that  we  should  be  justified,  on  our 
own  authority,  in  proceeding  at  once  to 
ascertain  the  degree  of  evasion.  At  the 
same  time  I  must  declare,  that  1  certainly 
beard  nothing  from  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friends  which  would  induce  me  to  say, 
that  their  opinions  sanctioned  the  legality 
of  these  associations,  but,  as  far  as  might 
'be  judged  from  that  which  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Attorney  General  urged, 
without  presuming  to  form  an  opinion  on 
the  subject  myself— I  should  say,  that  the 

3ueition  appeared  to  be  one  of  considerable 
ifficulty.  By  the  39th  of  George  3rd  the 
Uking  of  oaths  is  ill^^ ;  tjhia  the  Orange 
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society  had  dispensedwith.  ThewcretsigDfl 
and  symbols  of  the  society  are  not  illegaL 
Butitisillegaltohavedistrict  meetings,  witb 
several  presidents  in  different  parts  of  tb« 
country  in  communication  with  each  other. 
But  it  appeared  by  the  opinions  given  by 
Sir  William  Horne,  Mr.  Sergeant  Lens, 
and  Lord  Gifford,  that  the  Orange  Societies 
did  not  come  wilhin  the  meaning  of 
the  law  in  tS22,  and  therefore,  \f  they 
came  within  the  terms  of  any  Act  at 
the  present,  it  must  be  by  some  recent 
change  in  their  constitution,  If  they  were 
considered  legal  in  1822  by  great  autho- 
rities, and  if  without  any  real  and  sub- 
stantial mutation  some  merely  formal 
change  has  taken  place,  which  renders 
them  amenable  to  the  penalties  of  law,  I 
should  certainly  be  averse  from  bringing 
the  question  to  issue  on  such  narrow 
grounds.  The  hon.  Member  for  Cornwall 
mentioned  the  case  of  the  Dorchester 
Labourers.  I  will  take  the  liberty  of 
alluding  to  the  course  pursued  by  Go- 
vernment upon  that  occasion.  At  that 
time  Trades'  Unions  existed  in  great  num> 
hers,  and  in  the  metropolis  itself  not  less 
than  30,000  of  them  marched  through  the 
streets  in  procession  for  a  particular  pur- 
pose. There  were  extensive  branches  of 
these  bodies  in  the  country,  and  most  of 
them  were  believed  to  have  taken  an  oath, 
which  brought  them  within  the  meaning 
of  the  law.  The  question  came  before 
Lord  Grey's  Government,  and  he  staled, 
in  resigning  office,  that  he  had  great  sa- 
tisfaction in  finding  that  the  Unions  had 
nearly  ceased,  although  no  steps  had  been 
taken  either  rigidly  to  enforce  existing 
statutes,  or  to  pass  new  laws  against  them. 
It  was,  therefore,  the  opinion  of  Lord 
Grey's  Administration  that  the  proper 
method  of  dealing  with,  associations  of  that 
character  was  not  by  immediately  instituting 
proceedings  against  them  in  courts  of  law. 
In  the  case  of  the  Dorchester  Labourers 
the  prosecution  was  not  undertaken  by  the 
Government,  bnt  by  magistrates  in  the 
county,  on  account  of  disturbances  in  a 
particular  locality.  It  only  remained  for 
the  Government  to  consider  whether,  a 
conviction  having  ensued,  and  sentence 
having  been  passed,  it  was  expedient  to 
make  any  change  in  it — a  question  totally 
different  from  the  general  policy  of  Go- 
vernment with  respect  to  the  unions  io 
general.  With  respect  to  the  question 
before  the  House  the  Ministers  had  to 
consider  wbetber,.  it'  the^  would  not  be 
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jntifled  m  itrainm^  a  penal  statata  to 
meet  thow  oatea,  waa  it  adviwable  that  a 
new  law  Bhontd  be  enacted  ?  The  opioion 
at  the  Ooverninent  certainly  wai  that  it 
waa  not  deiiraUe  to  introduce  enj  new 
law  upon  the  subject.  If  they  were  to 
frame  a  Bill  to  be  carried  through  Par- 
liament for  the  luppreMion  of  theie  weie- 
ties,  luch  a  law,  if  carried,  would  be 
looked  upon  by  the  parties  against  whom 
it  wBi  directed  aa  a  vindictive  proceeding 
and  a  stigma  directed  against  them,  llie 
great  end  of  such  a  law  would  bedefeated, 
and  tbangh  the  societies  might  disappear 
in  one  form  they  would  not  be  anppressed. 
The  very  effect  of  auch  legislation  would 
be  to  keep  alive  their  apirit  of  party  aaao- 
ciatioB,  end  they  wontd  riae  up  again  in 
•one  other  fonu.     I  will  now  refer  to  that 

Krtion  of  the  reaolutions  proposed  by  the 
D.  Hember  for  Middlesex,  which  pledges 
the  Hovae  to  recommend  the  diamiaial  from 
M  amptoyment  undertheOovemment  of 
all  peraoaa  belonging  to  these  societies. 
Now  it  ia  very  eaay  to  point  ont  the  incon- 
venience of  anch  a  course  of  proceeding  aa 
the  hon.  Hember  propoaed.  In  the  case 
t>f  Judges  who  may  be  members  of  the 
Orange  Society,  they  coold  not  he  le- 
Bovad  nnlesa  by  an  addresa-from  Parlia- 
ment. It  ia  the  intention-  of  the  law  in 
OT^ev  to  maintain  the  independent  admi- 
mittntion  of  jnatice,  the  Crown  ahouM  not 
bKve  the  power  of  removing  Judges,  bat 
if  proper  cause  ahould  arise,  the  Parlia- 
■Mnt  rouat  addreaa  the  Crown  for  their 
removal.  Now  snppoaing  that  that  Hoase 
agree  to  an  addrsas  for  the  removal  of  a 
Jadgo,  is  it  certain  that  the  other 
Hone  of  Parliament  would  do  the  same  t 
It  certainly  ia  right,  when  a  particular  caae 
ariaea,  that  the  House  should  have  the  right 
to  addicas  the  Craara  for  the  removal  of  a 
Jodge  on  sufficient  cause :  but  nothing 
would  be  raor*  inewtvenient  or  mom  ol^ 
jeetiooaUe  than  a  ganeral  addreca  to  re- 
move Judges  on  account  of  their  con- 
neiion  widi  Orange  societies,  such  aa 
that  which  waa  anggeated  in  the  reio- 
Intion  betbre  the  Honse.  Aa  to  the 
other  part  of  the  question,  whether  it 
be  eipedient  that  they  should  remove 
at  once  from  all  situations  under  the 
Oovemment  every  penon  who  belongs 
to  these  aocietiea,  I  do  not  think  Ihatanch  a 
oonrse  would  be  ad  visahle,  nor  that  it  would 
eondnca  to  the  object  in  view,  of 
afieeiiag  the  toppressioo  of  these  societies. 
Tharawa  mmj  mm  ia  Irelud,  of  high 
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character  and  station,  many  of  then  611- 
ing  1he  situation  of  Magistrates,  who 
entered  into  these  societies  from  a  sincere 
feeling  that  in  doing  to  they  were  lending 
their  aid  to  the  Protestant  interests,  and 
to  remove  them  at  once  by  an  address  of 
the  kind  propoaed,  witboutany  previoua  da- 
claration,  would  place  auch  a  stigma  upon 
them  aa  to  make  them  conceive  that  they 
must  in  honour  atill  remain  bound  together; 
and  they  would  not  consider  anch  ad- 
dress as  a  fair  declaration  of  the  opiniona 
of  the  House,  bnt  as  an  unfair  oppressive 
and  vindictive  step  directed  against  them. 
What  was  the  course  that  the  Goremmeot 
had  heretofore  pursued  on  this  subject. 
They  had  had  much  correspondence  with 
the  Lord- lieutenant  of  Ireland  on  thia 
particular  point  This  correspoodenee  had 
reference  to  various  circnmstaneea  bearing 
forcibly  upon  this  part  of  the  aubject. 
Though  it  appeared  that  there  were  many 

Eersons  connected  with  these  societies 
oatile  to  Hm  Oovemment,  and  op> 
posed  to  the  authority  of  the  Lord- 
lieutenants,  yet  tiiey  had  not  been  removed 
from  the  aituatiooa  which  they  held  under 
the  Government.  At  the  same  time  the 
course  which  the  Lord -lieutenant  had  been 
desirous  to  take  was,  that  whenever  any 
person  applied  to  him,  or  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland,  to  be  appointed  to 
a  place  of  trust  or  emolument,  if,  on  in- 
quiry iMing  made  into  hiicharacter,  it  was 
found  that  he  was  at  the  time  a  member  <rf 
the  Orange  Society,  the  appointment  waa 
not  bestowed.  It  certainly  is  the  per- 
fect right  of  the  Crown,  whenever  parties 
apply  to  be  appointed  to  places  of  trust,  to 
refuse  to  appoint  them,  unless  they  are 
fully  able  to  <ri)serve  all  the  conditions  n^ 
ccisary  to  the  fulAlment  of  that  trust. 
Certainty  a  gentleman  who  has  appeared 
decorated  with  onnge symbols, attbe head 
of  anOrange  proceaiion  in  a  country  market- 
town  is  not  a  fit  person  to  be  selected  fer  any 
appointment  under  the  Oovemment.  To 
show,  however,  the  spirit  which  prataih 
among  many  persons  holding  a  high  statiM 
in  Ireland,  and  the  view  which  the  Lnrd- 
lientenant  and  many  noUe  Lords  enter- 
Uin  on  this  point,  I  will  take  the  liberty 
of  reading  to  tne  House  two  letten,  out  of 
a  correspondBDce  which  passed  between 
Lord  Donssoy  and  Lord  MorpeUi,  rda- 
tive  to  a  Hr.  Smith,  who  was  raeom- 
mendad  for  tiie  poat  of  a  Depnty-Keo- 
tenanL  The  nobit  Lord  tbea  nui  llw 
,  (Utowing  lettan:— 
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"  DoBMnr  Culb,  Dae.  97, 18S4. 
■'Ht  Lou — I  ncVTed  yont  Lonltbip'i 
Mter  of  the  36th  intt.  Ibii  daji  In  yonr 
(bnner  letter  tdu  uked  me  whether  Mr. 
Beiir;  Smith  held  ao  office  in  ui  Orange 
Society.  I  KiKwered  (hat  1  had  do  means  of 
ucertuning,  not  heloDfpaE  to  it  inyseir.  My 
■oo.Hr,  Plnnkett,  nas  then  in  the  county  of 
Kilkenny ;  he  i*  sow  with  me,  and  informs 
me  that  Mr.  Henrj  Smith  no  longer  holdi  the 
ofBce  yon  mention,  but  aoolber  lepUced  him 
about  &  year  ago.  Ai  to  bis  being  an  Orange- 
man, 1  (oppose  be  ie,  as  he  generally  held 
office,  and  to  are,  probably,  half  the  Magit- 
tratea  in  the  county ;  and  if  «>,  they  are  the 
Biore  Kaicbful  of  the  e*il  deiigni  of  the 
Ribaadraen,  of  whom  a  large  majority  of  tiia 
labouring  daasei  are  conpoied. 

I  baTe  the  honour,  he. 

DVNSAMT." 

Having  read  thii  letter,  I  muBt  say< 
that  1  conaider  it  to  be  a  proof  of  the  dia- 
torled  views  which  men  of  irreproachable 
character  take  of  thii  subject.  The  an- 
■wer  of  Lord  Morpeth  was  dated  the  SSth 
of  December,  and  waa  ai  foilowi: — 

"  Mt  LoaD~A«  your  Lordship,  io  yoar 
letter  of  the  9Tth  instant,  in  recommending 
Mt.  Henry  Smith,  atales  that  von  suppose 
bin)  still  to  be  an  Orangeman,  and  as  it  is  His 
Ezcellencj'i  inlention  not  knowingly  to  make 
any  more  appoialmeots  of  members  of  that 
■ociety,  bis  Excellency  must  therefore  repeat, 
that  unless  Mr.  Smith  either  denies  his  con- 
nexioQ  with  it,  or  signifies  his  intention  of 
withdrawing  from  it,  he  must  dedioe  to  uo- 
ntinate  him  a  Depuly-liealenanI  for  the  county 
of  Heath.  His  Excellency  cannot  close  Ihis 
MTMtpondeMe  withont  espresting  his  most 
ntira  and  uoqnalified  diwent  from  the  opi- 
nion wbicb  appaait  to  be  conveyed  in  the 
latter  part  of  yout  Lordship's  letter,  that 
Magistralei.  hy  becoming  Orangemeo,  are 
thereby  more  fit  to  watch  the  designs  of 
Ribandmen.  Should  such  designs  exist  to  the 
extent  and  amongst  the  persons  your  Lotd- 
■bip  tnppoMi,  hi*  Excellency  will  look  alone 
.  tar  thaii  iappreation  to  the  open  and  impartial 
diacbatge  of  theit  duty  by  the  Magistrates  as 
auch,  aod  not  to  thaii  connexion  with  Orange 
lostitutioDS." 

Snob  ifttbo  view  whichhiiHaJMty'eGoTem- 
neat — each  ii  tiie  view  wbkh  the  Lord- 
IwnteiHuit  of  Ireland  takeioftbeae  aocictiee. 
Wherever  there  ire  Ribbonroea  who 
act  in  opporition  toOielaw,  every  mean* 
of  iappnaaing  them  will  be  retorted  to. 
Bat  diere  ia  a  great  diRerence  between  the 
aHociatioDi,  and  whilst  Ribboniun  ia  im>ii- 
fiiiod  to  a  portion  of  iha  labouring  classes, 
no  penen  in  ParliameDt — No  Lord-lieo- 
tenuit  of  a  twunty— has,  at  yet,  admitted 
biatielf  to  be  in  Graneiion  wiUi  it;  but, 
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widi  respect  to  Orangeiim,  peiaoai  ofez- 
ailed  rank  and  high  station  have  deemed 
it  right  to  avow  such  a  tminection,  and  cz- 
preased  it  as  their  opinion  that  anch  secret- 
societies  were  the  best  connterpoise  to  dia- 
afiection.  Therefore,  it  is,  that  the  Lord- 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  deems  it  his  daty  to 
abstain  from  appointing  Orangemen  to  the 
Magistracy,  lest,  being  biassed  by  any  in- 
fluence, they  may  not  be  able  to  view  im- 
partially the  cases  that  come  before  thero. 
Then  I  am  prepared  to  say,  that  it  is  not 
only  conveiiient  to  adopt  measures  of  dis- 
couragement io  respect  to  those  societies, 
but  I  thinic,  when  their  nature  is  so 
completely  unveiled,  as  to  be  condemned 
in  the  opinion  of  liberal  men  of  every 
party,  they  must  gradually  dimini^.  I 
will,  however,  propose  as  an  amendment 
to  the  motion  of  the  faon.  Member  ibr 
Middlesex,  a  resolution  discouraging  soisli 
societies,  followed  by  an  address  to  the 
Crown.  As  regarded  the  motion  of  the 
bon.  Member  for  Middlesex,  it  cannot 
be  supposed  that  the  House  of  Commona 
is  prepared  to  second  an  address,  praying 
for  the  removal  of  the  Jndges  of  the  land 
from  their  high  offices,  as  if  they  were  so 
many  criminals,  without  some  more  clear 
and  decisive  allegations  being  made 
against  them.  This  certainly  is  not  to  be 
expected;  but  if  the  Honse  express  a 
general  opinion  that  such  societies  are 
dangerous  and  mischievous;  if,  on  the 
expression  of  such  an  opinion  by  the 
House,  an  address,  in  coofcmnity  with  it 
be  presented  to  the  Crown,  and  gain  tbe- 
sanction  of  his  Majesty,  the  persons  here- 
after belonging  or  adhering  to  such  eocte- 
ties,  will  be  placed  in  a  different  situ- 
ation from  that  in  which  they  were  at  pre- 
sent. Not  only  will  such  a  proceeding 
have  itaeffect  npon  persons  in  that  and  in 
another  Honse,  but  even  npon  one  who  has 
been  described  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Drogheda  as  the  person  nearest  the  throne. 
I  feel  satisfied  when  that  illustrious 
Personage  Gods  tbe  general  sense  of  th« 
House  and  the  opinion  of  his  Majesty 
against  such  societies,  be  will  take  adiffsr- 
ent  view  from  tbat  which  he  at  present 
takes  with  regard  to  this  sntgect;  and 
though  the  lllusttions  iodividnal,  as  weH 
as  others  might  still  continue  to  believe, 
that  auch  associations  were  best  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  end  they  had  in 
view,  still  I  cannot  imange  that  any  per- 
son of  pti>per  and  loyal  feetings,  anuous 
to  promote  the  good  of  the  eountrf,  wQl 
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the  House,  and  he  also  deprecated  penonal 
reflectioDs,  as  having  a  tendency  to  pro- 
voke pergonal  hostility.  He  would  take 
the  liberty  of  reading  to  the  Hoase  a  reso- 
lulion  which  it  had  been  his  inlenlion  to 
propose  to  the  House.  [The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman here  read  a  resoluciou  Tor  an  hum- 
ble address  to  his  Majesty,  praying  that 
his  Majesty  would  take  such  steps  as  in 
his  wisdom  he  might  deem  fit  for  the  sup- 
pression of  all  secret  societies  which  ex- 
cluded persons  on  account  of  their  religious 
faith,  and  which  used  secret  signs  and 
symbols.]  It  would  be  seen,  thai  in  this 
resolution  he  did  not  particularise  any 
one  secret  society,  but  aimed  it  at  all 
generally,  and  be  would  suggest  to  the 
noble  Lord  the  propriety  of  acting  in  the 
■ame  manner  with  respect  to  the  Amend- 
ment which  the  noble  Lord  had  proposed. 
Before  he  sat  down  he  would  press  upon 
the  noble  Lord  the  propriety  of  acceding 
to  his  suggestion  of  making  his  reso- 
lulion  more  general  by  omitting  to  name 
any  particular  society. 

Mr.  Sharman  Crawford  said,  as  his 
evidence  had  been  specially  alluded  to  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Middleoex,  he  trusted 
he  might  be  permitted  to  offer  a  few  ob- 
servations. In  justice  to  the  Orangemen 
of  the  North  of  Ireland,  he  felt  himself 
boundto  state,  Ihatonthe  occasion  alluded 
to,  when  the  Orangemen  at  Crosgar  re< 
sisted  his  authority  as  a  Magistrate,  acting 
under  the  proclamation  of  the  Ditke  of 
Northumberland,  then  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  they  wereimpelledtolhat  resistance 
solely  by  the  conviction  of  their  having 
warrants  signed  by  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland.  They  acted  under 
the  false  impression  that  this  gave  them  a 
legal  right  to  have  their  processions,  and 
that  it  had  al!  the  power  uf  an  authority 
emanating  from  the  Crown  itself.  As  an 
additional  proof  of  this,  he  said  that  they 
offered  to  surrender  their  warrants  to  him, 
if  he  stated  he  had  an  authority  from  the 
Crown  to  demand  them,  and  that  in  such 
case  they  would  immediately  disperse. 
Thus  the  Orangemen  were  acting  under 
a  false  impression,  and  not  from  any 
wilful  opposition  to  the  law.  The 
Orangemen  were  sufferers  by  bad  go- 
vernment with  their  Catholic  brethren. 
They  were  cherished,  supported,  and 
encouraged  io  every  measure  far  many 
years,  by  the  several  governments  (o 
whom  power  was  committed.  Latterly, 
unsuccessful  attemiils   hnd  been  made  to 
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put  them  dowrt,  and  why  were  those  at- 
tempts unsuccessful  ?  Because  their  lead- 
ers, persons  holding  the  highest  situations 
of  trust  and  profit  under  the  Crown,  were 
permitted  to  abuse  and  malign  the  Govern- 
ment, from  whom  they  derived  their 
authority,  and  to  represent  to  the  people, 
that  the  conduct  and  proceedings  of  that 
Government  were  such  as  to  justify  a 
transfer  of  allegiance.  Whilst  persons  of 
this  description  were  permitted  to  hold 
their  oiHces,  and  to  be  the  deputies  of  that 
very  Government  which  they  so  maligned, 
the  people  have  consequently  been  im- 
pressed with  the  opinion  that  the  demon- 
strations of  opposition  to  the  Orangemen, 
by  the  state,  were  mere  pretences,  or  else 
that  they  were  too  powerful  for  the  state 
to  oppose  them.  Under  such  circumstances 
were  the  Orangemen  to  be  blamed?  Was 
it  not  injustice  to  pass  laws  against  ihem, 
and  leave  the  higher  class  without  censure 
or  punishment,  who  were  the  active  pro- 
moters and  direct  encouragers  of  the  very 
resistance  to  the  laws  they  were  appointed 
to  administer.  There  could  be  no  more 
valuable  members  of  society  in  any 
other  respect  than  the  great  body  of  the 
Orangemen  of  the  North  of  Ireland  ;  and 
he  was  satisfied  that  if  Government  were 
to  take  decided  means  to  show  that  such 
societies  were  illegal,  and  temperately  but 
steadily  act  in  accordance  with  such  a 
system  of  policy,  by  enforcing  obedience 
from  those  to  whom  they  delegated  the 
administration  of  the  laws;  the  Orange- 
men would  submit  to  the  law.  The 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  his  Majesty's 
Government  seemed  to  doubt  whether  the 
Acts  in  operation  in  England  were  suHi- 
cient  to  justify  legal  proceedings  against 
the  body.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand upon  what  grounds  the  Trades' 
Unions  were  declared  to  be  illegal,  even 
under  the  common  law  alone,  in  a  pro- 
clamation issued  some  years  back,  unless 
on  grounds  ecjualiy  applicable  to  the 
Orange  institutions  of  Ireland.  The 
noble  Lord  said,  that  the  Unions  exhi- 
bited themselves  in  large  bodies  of  thou- 
sands. He  asked  did  not  the  Orangemen 
do  so  in  Ireland'^  Why,  then,  was  there 
no  proclamation  issued'  to  warn  the  peo- 
ple from  connecting  themtelves  with  the 
Orange  societies?  Proclamations  had 
been  issued  ag.iinst  processions,  but  not 
agiilnst  that  organization  from  which  pro- 
cessions proceeded.  Why  was  the  evil  lo 
lie  thus  trifled  with,  and  why  were  the 
2  E 
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people  to  be  tbui  led  astray  1  Why  vere 
they  permitteil  to  act  tnus  under  false 
irapresaioDs,  and  then  afterwards  to  be 
punished  Tor  crimes  which  emanated  from 
the  faults  of  others, aod  froin  the  imbecility 
ofthe  Government  itself.  He  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  say  this  much  in  justice  to  the 
Orange  societies,  and  he  concluded  by 
giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  motion 
of  his  hoD.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid- 
dlesex. 

Mr.  Henry  Maxwell  said,  that  from  the 
fliluation  which  he  held  in  connexion  with 
the  Orange  Lodges,  it  was  necessary  he 
should  say  a  few  words.  It  would  be  in 
tlie  recollection  of  the  House,  that  when 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny  gave  his 
notice  of  Motion  for  Ihe  appointment  of  a 
Select  Committee,  at  the  commencement 
of  last  Session,  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
Orange  Lodges  in  Ireland;  that  notice 
was  immediately  met  by  the  Grand  Com- 
mittee in  Dublin,  who  petitioned  the 
House  to  institute  the  strictest  inquiry, 
placing  at  the  disposal  of  that  Committee 
all  their  books,  and  documents,  sending 
over  their  officers  to  leveal  the  secret  signs 
and  passwords,  and  giving  every  possible 
information.  Tbat  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed, and  ha  did  not  object  to  tlie 
numbers  on  both  sides,  during  the  whole 
of  the  proceedings,  there  being  fourteen 
against,  and  thirteen  supposed  to  be  fa- 
vourable to  the  Orangemen.  He  did, 
however,  object  to  some  of  the  gentlemen 
who  were  allowed  to  be  upon  the  Com- 
mittee. Ofthe  fourteen  who  were  against 
them,  five  were  Roman  Catholics,  and  all 
of  them  lawyers:  out  of  the  6ve,  four 
were  distinguished  members  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Association.  The  onl^  indivi- 
dual who  was  not  so  was  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  present  Attorney-General 
for  Ireland.  Two  gentlemen  were  distin- 
guished members  of  the  Irish  bar.  One 
of  these  gentlemen  (the  Member  for  Tip- 
perary),  even  before  the  examination  of 
witnesses  commenced,  stated  distinctly,  in 
the  presence  of  the  Committee,  that  his 
object  was  to  condemn  the  Orangemen. 
He  went  there,  in  fact,  with  his  mind 
made  up,  and  his  sentiments  were  well 
known.  It  would  be  within  recollection, 
that  another  learned  Gentleman  to  whom 
be  referred  (the  Member  for  Dublin)  had 
made  a  most  eloquent  appeal,  a  few  years 
since,  to  the  worst  passions  of  an  infuriated 
populace,  adjuring  them  by  the  hatred 
they  bore  to  Orangemen.     He   was  the 


only  partisan  on  the  Committee ;  the  hon. 
and  gallant  officer,  the  Member  for  Sligo, 
(Colonel  Perceval)  had  been  nominated 
upon  it,  but  had  refused  lo  serve. 
At  a  sulwequent  period,  and  at  the  close 
ofthe  investigation,  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Donegal  (Sir  E.  Hayes)  was 
added.  With  respect  to  the  general  con- 
duct of  ihe  Committee,  he  thought  he  bad 
every  reason  to  complain.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Kilkenny  (Mr.  Finn)  com- 
menced the  investigation,  by  examining 
witnesses  who  were  brought  for  the  de- 
fence. This  course  he  (Mr.  Maxwell) 
objected  to,  at  Ihe  time,  but  not  wishing 
lo  throw  any  impediments  in  the  way  of 
the  fullest  investigation,  he  subsequently 
acceded  to  this  rather  unusual  proposal, 
but  he  did  so  upon  the  stipulation,  that 
after  the  officers  of  the  institution  had 
been  examined,  witnesses  for  the  prose- 
cution, as  he  might  call  it,  should  then  be 
examined,  and  a  full  rebutting  case  after- 
wards allowed  to  the  Orangemen.  Thii 
course  was  adhered  to,  with  the  exception 
of  the  latter  part  of  the  arrangement.  The 
Committee  refused,  what,  in  strict  justice, 
and  according  to  agreement,  they  were 
bound  to  admit— namely,  the  production 
of  witnesses,  who  were  prepared  to  contra- 
dict and  explain  much  of  the  inculpatory 
matter  adduced  before  the  Committee-— 
but  whose  evidence  was  refused  to  be  re- 
ceived, notwithstanding  that  the  wilnessea 
bad  actually  been  summoned.  All  he 
(Mr.  Maxwell)  could  gain  from  the  Com- 
mittee was,  the  examination  of  his  ho- 
nourable friend,  the  Member  for  the  county 
of  Armagh  (Colonel  Verner),  to  enable  him 
to  answer  charges  personally  afTecttng  his 
character,  and  of  Colonel  Blacker — the 
Committee  being  as  anxious  as  he  (Mr. 
Maxwell)  was,  that  they  should  receive 
information  from  a  gentleman  who  had 
belonged  to  the  Orange  Institution  since 
its  origin,  in  1795,  to  the  jAesent  dav,  and 
to  have  the  benefit  of  his  historical  know- 
ledge of  the  operations  of  the  tociety  for  a 
period  of  forty  years.  It  was  true  that  he 
was  himself  examined — but  then  it  was 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  explaining 
a  clerical  memorandum,  which  he  had 
annexed  to  one  of  tlie  original  warrants — 
and  that  Mr,  Blsckei's  re-examination  took 
place  for  the  purpose  of  expUining  the 
nature  of  the  Colnniiation  Society,  which 
had  been  loosrly  termed  "  Colonies,"  in 
one  of  the  resolutions  of  the  society.  By 
this  unfair  conduct  on  ibe  part  of  Ihe 
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Committee,  the  Oren^men  were  pre- 
cluded from  what,  both  in  coididod  fair- 
neas  snd  by  a  poaitive  sg^emenr,  they 
were  justly  entitled  to — the  posiibility  of 
lefuting,  a«  they  were  fully  prepared  to  do, 
tfae  nurnerous  calumoies  and  falsehoods 
which  their  enemiei  had  brought  forward 
ID  evideace  against  them,  thus  leaving; 
the  House  and  the  public  to  form  an 
opinion  adverse  to  the  Orange  Society 
upon  ex  parte  statements,  which  he  (Mr. 
Maxwell)  bad  ample  means,  but  no  op- 
portunity, allowed  bim  (o  disprove.  There 
was  one  allegation  in  the  speech  of  the 
learned  Member  for  Kilkenny,  which  he 
waa  utterly  astonished  that  any  individual 
in  that  House  could  have  made.  That 
Qenlleman  had  thought  &t  to  assign  in 
his  speech,  at  the  main  reason  for  his  not 
allowiog  the  examination  berore  the  Com- 
mittee to  proceed,  liis  conviction  that  the 
evidence  which  bad  been  given  was  of  so 
injurioDS  a  character  to  the  Orange  Insti- 
tution, that  the  Orangemen  on  the  Com- 
mittee would  (if  he  had  not  cut  short  the 
ioquiry)  have  destroyed  the  documents 
which  they  had  been  so  forward  to  place 
on  the  Table  of  the  Committee.  He  would 
not  have  condescended  to  notice  such  an 
imputation  except  for  the  purpose  of  giv- 
ing to  It,  as  applicable  to  himself,  bis  cot- 
league,  (Sir  E.  Hayes)  or  those  bighmind- 
ed,  honourable,  upright,  and  honeat  Gen- 
tlemen whom  he  had  produced  as  witnesses 
before  the  Committee,  the  fullest,  the  most 
unqualified,  and  indignant  refutation.  He 
had  repeatedly  addressed  the  House, 
during  the  many  years  he  had  the  honour 
ofaseatin  it,  in  favour  of  the  character 
tnd  principles  of  the  Orange  Society, 
which  he  mftintained  was  strictly  defensive. 
He  was  aware  that  secret  political  societies 
were  in  themselves  great  evils,  and  could 
Only  be  justified  upon  the  ground  of  (here 
being  an  absolute  necessity  for  their  exist- 
ence—such an  absolute  necessity,  he 
maintained,  bad  existed,  and  did  still 
exist,  where  the  Protestant  institutions  of 
-the country  were  not  only  threatened  with 
extinction,  but  were  absolutely  visited  with 
imminent  danger  in  Ireland,  The  princi- 
ples of  the  Orange  Society  of  Ireland 
were  those  of  uncompromising  loyalty  to 
the  Crown,  and  devoted  attachment  to  the 
lawa  of  the  land— and  these  were  the 
principlea  upon  which  the  Orangemen 
had  invariably  acted  under  all  circum- 
Btances,  whether  of  prosperity  or  adver- 
•ity;  they  were  principlea,  too,  which  the 
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Orangemen  would  ever  retain,  however 
much  they  might  be  aspersed  by  those  to 
whom  they  were  politically  opposed. 
Having  made  this  observHiion,  he  treated 
with  contempt  the  charge  which  had 
been  made  against  the  Orangemen  of 
Ireland,  of  wiihing  to  alter  the  succession 
to  the  throne.  Two  bon.  Gentlemen,  who 
had  addressed  the  House  upon  this  sub- 
ject, had  spoken  of  the  misconduct  of  the 
Orangemen  of  England.  Of  that  body  he 
(Mr.  Maxwell)  knew  nothing;  he  was 
not  acquainted  with  its  rules  and  regu- 
lations; it  formed  no  part  of  the  Irish 
system ;  there  was  nolhiug  in  commoa 
between  them,  except  that  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  was  at  the  bead  of  the 
Orangemen  ia  both  kingdoms.  It  had 
been  said,  that  the  illustrious  Duke  waa 
the  irresponsible  head  of  the  Orangemen 
in  England.  He  (.Ur.  Maxwell)  knew 
not  how  that  fact  might  be;  but  this  he 
could  say,  that  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
was  not  the  irresponsible  bead  of  tlie 
Orange  body  in  Ireland.  In  the  Irish 
body  the  illustrious  Duke  possessed  no 
more  power  than  he  (Mr.  Maxwell)  did, 
and  he  (Mr,  Maxwell),  as  an  individual, 
possessed  no  more  power  than  the  com- 
monest member  of  the  society.  He  would 
not  now  trespass  further  upon  the  pa- 
tience of  the  House,  than  to  state  that  it 
was  not  his  intention  to  reply  to  any  of 
the  observations  made  in  the  temperate, 
moderate,  and  judicious  speech  of  tfae 
noble  Lord  (Lord  J.  Russell).  If  the 
words  "  Orange  Society"  were  omitted 
from  tfae  resolution  which  the  noble  Lord 
concluded  by  moving,  he  (Mr,  Maxwell) 
should  offer  no  opposition  to  it.  The 
Orangemen  of  Ireland  (continued  the  boo. 
Gentleman)  as  I  have  already  observed, 
consider  themselves  bound  to  obey  tfae 
law  of  tfae  land.  We  consider  as  tanta- 
mount to  the  law  of  the  land,  the  express 
commands  of  the  Sovereign.  If,  therefore. 
His  Majesty  should  express  a  decided  wish 
that  the  Orange  Society  of  Ireland  (whe- 
ther mentioned  by  name,  or  not,  and  I 
should  hope  it  would  not  be  specifically 
mentioned  in  the  address)— if  his  Majesty 
should  express  a  decided  wish,  that  socie- 
ties of  a  similar  nature  and  tendency 
should  cease,  under  pain  of  incurring  his 
serious  displeasure,  1,  speaking  as  an 
Orangeman  myself — and,  1  believe,  I  may 
include  the  whole  body  in  the  assertion — 
declare  that  there  is  not  an  Orangeman 
in  Ireland  who,  rather  than  act  as  a  bad 
'iE2 
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appointed  lo  examine  evidence,  vat  uaable 
10  inalie  a  report  to  this  House,  the  great 
majority  or  its  members  remaining  unac- 
quainted with  thecharacterof  the  witnesses 
and  the  value  of  their  testimony,  should  ac- 
cept the  opinion  of  the  hon.  Member  as  the 
partial  decision  of  an  unprejudiced  per- 
n,  and  adopt  it  as  tbeir  own  ?  At  least  I 
should  expect  that  the  accused  party  should 
bat  the  Committee  denied  it,  a  full 
hearing,  and  it  would  not  be  too  much 
to  claim  that  it  should  have  what,  in  the 
hon.  Member's  Committee  it  had  not,  an 
ipanial  tribunal.  I  do  not  make  this 
assertion  lightly,  1  remember  well  that  the 
hon.  Member,  when  first  he  moved  for  a 
Committee,  declared  his  wish  that  it  should  ' 
consist  of  Members  without  prejudice  on 
the  subject ;  he  even  desired,  if  I  rightly 
emember,  that  it  should  consist  of  Eng- 
ish  Members,  aided  by  one  Irish  Member 
on  each  side.  Subsequently  the  arrange- 
ment was  altered.  I  acquit  the  hon. 
"     iber  of  blame.     I  impute  blai 


■object,  although  the  step  might  be  most 
painful  to  bis  feelings,  would  not  cease  nt 
once  to  be  a  Member  of  the  Orange  body. 

Colonel  ferner  said,  as  my  name  stands 
in  ihe  list  of  notices  for  a  motion  upon  the 
subject  which  is  now  before  the  House, 
I  trust  I  may  be  permitted  to  address  a 
few  observations  to  it,  which  I  feci  more 
particularly  called  upon  to  do,  from  the 
nature  of  the  noble  Lord's  resolutions 
which  have  just  been  read.  I  do  not  con- 
sider it  necessary  to  notice  the  allusion 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny, 
Tespectinjc  nine  or  ten  houses  which  were 
burned  at  Armagh,  now  magnified,  by 
him,  into  sixteen,  or  to  follow  him  through 
his  several  charges  aguinst  the  Orange  body 
and  his  many  statements,  upon  the  occa- 
sion of  bringing  forward  his  motion  a  few 
nights  since,  neither  do  1  think  it  necessary 
to  c^niet  the  hon.  Member's  loy.il  appre- 
hensions, with  regard  to  the  dangers  to 
the  succession  lo  the  throne.  Danger  lo 
the  succession,  and  from  the  Orangemen 
— there  is  not  a  man  of  common  under- 
■tandiog  who  could  seriously  entertain  the 
idea.  I  am  quite  sure  the  illustrious 
Princess,  on  whom  the  hopea  and  affec- 
tions of  the  people  are  fixed,  is  not  dis- 
trustful of  any  portion  of  the  Protestants 
of  Greet  Britain ;  but  of  this  I  am  also 
sure,  that  even  in  the  general  attachment 
of  all,  the  loyalty  of  Orangemen  will  not 
be  least  conspicuous.  And  if  there  were 
danger  to  the  throne  or  the  succession, 
and  a  day  was  come  which  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  hope  is  4ar  distant,  that  that 
illustrious  Princess  had  to  call  upon  her 
subjects— in  the  hour  of  danger— there 
is  not  throughout  the  extent  of  the  land 
an  Orange  Lodge,  in  every  member  of 
which  they  could  not  find  a  champion 
ready  to  risk  life  and  fortune,  and  shed 
the  last  drop  of  his  blood  in  the  mainte- 
nance of  her  rightful  authority.  The 
House  is  fully  aware,  as  stated  by  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Cavan,  that  a 
Committee  sat  last  session  for  seveml  days 
to  inqaire  into  Orange  Societies  in  IreLnd 
— that  it  took  the  depositions  of  very 
many  witnesses  against  that  society — 
some  in  its  favour,  but  many  more  were 
postponed,  and  ullimately  refused  lo  be 
examined.  The  House  must  also  recol- 
lect that  that  Committee  did  not  maki 
any  report  upon  the  evidence  adduced 
K-tbre  it;  and  wjs  it  nut  rrilher  loo  much 
for  the  hon.  Member  fur  Kilkenny  lo 
pect  that  when  a  Committee,   especially 


deed,  to  no  party  concerned ;  but  it  i> 
right  to  slate,  that  the  original  design  of  a 
Committee  was  abandoned,  and  that  mem- 
bers were  placed  upon  it  who  had  de- 
clared themselves  the  inveterate  eoeiniei 
of  the  society,  on  the  character  and  ten- 
dency of  which  they  were  to  bear  evi- 
dence and  pronounce  judgment.  It  woi 
altogether  a  strange  and  inconsistent  alter- 
ation. The  hon.  and  learned  Members 
for  Dublin  and  Tipperary  were  placed  upon 
the  Committee,  and  I,  when  it  was  pro- 
posed that  I  should  be  substituted  in  the 
place  of  an  hon.  Member  who  had  re- 
signed, [  was  excluded.  Was  this  fair? 
Go  what  grounds  could  I  be  objected  to  I 
I  was  not  impartial.  Was  this  to  be  an 
objection,  when  the  hon.  Members  for 
Dublin,  Tipperary,  Kilkenny,  Waterford, 
and  Dungarvon  had  been  selected? 
What  was  the  Committee?  Was  it  a 
court  where  contending  interests  had  their 
representatives?  Was  it  a  Jury  wher«  a 
cause  should  be  impartially  tried  ?  If  it 
were  such  a  court,  why  was  I  excluded  ? 
If  it  were  a  Jury,  why  was  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin  placed  upon 
it  ?  I  feel  myself  especially  called  upon 
10  notice  the  fact  of  my  excfusion,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  statement  made  in  the 
Edinburgh  Review,  in  an  article  in  which 
indeed  there  is  the  candid  acknowledge- 
ment that  the  Reviewer's  object  is  not  to 
dojusiice  to  the  Orange  .Socieir,  but  lo 
exhibit   whatever  demerits    may    b«   as- 
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cribed  to  it.  In  that  article  too  it  is  as- 
lerted  that  Colonel  Vernet  was  a  MemLei 
of  the  Committee,  and  therefore  I  ihink  ii 
righi  here  to  affirm,  that  that  statement  ii 
one  among  the  many  inexcasable  mitre- 
presentations  with  which  the  Review  h 
chargeable.  I  am  unwilling  to  trespaes 
«pon  one  moment  of  the  lime  of  the 
llouse  unnecessarily,  and  was  it  not  that 
I  feel  coafident  I  can,  with  the  most  posi- 
tive assurance  of  success,  satisfy  the 
House  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  evi- 
dence given  by  one  of  the  principal  wit- 
nesses who  were  examined  before  the  Com- 
mittee, I  should  not  venture  to  crave  its 
indulgence,  while  1,  veiy  briefly,  call  its 
attention  to  the  evidence  of  one  or  two 
gentlemen,  which  I  have  reason  to  believe 
has  not  failed  to  leave  an  impression  upon 
the  public  mind  prejudicial  to  the  Orange 
Institution,  and  there  were  some  facts 
stated  by  Mr.  Randal  Kernan,  which  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  show,  to  use  the  words 
of  ray  lion.  Friend  the  Member  for  Ban- 
don,  are  anything  but  facts.  In  order 
to  do  so,  Sir,  it  will  be  necessary  that  I 
should  read  to  the  House  a  small  portion 
oftheevidenceof  Mr.  Randal  Kernan.  Sir, 
the  firitcase  to  which  I  shall  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  is  the  well-known  case 
of  Mr.  Hamilton.  The  learned  Gentleman 
states  he  was  counsel  for  the  case,  conse- 
quently must  have  been  well  acquainted 
with  all  the  particulars.  The  following 
was  his  deposition: — 

"  7387 — The  friends  of  the  deceased  and  Ihe 
party  wtio  were  assaulted,  henrd  tlial  Lieute- 
nant llamillon  intended  to  tly  the  country, 
Ihey  made  a  prisoner  of  him,  and  brought  him 
before  two  Magistrates;  the  rev.  Mr.  Slack  was 
the  name  of  one,  I  huve  not  the  name  of  the 
Other  Magistrate. 

"  7329 — The  people  applied  lo  those  Magis- 
Ireles  lo  grant  a  warrant  to  commit  Lieutenant 
Hamilton.  The  Magistrates  refused,  saying, 
they  would  lake  the  father's  security  for  the 
son's  appearance,  and  they  did  take  his  verbal 
security.  Young  Mr.  Hamilton  thought  pro- 
per to  forfeit  Ihe  verbal  bail  taken  by  the  Ma- 
gistrates. He  fled  from  the  country,  and  did 
not  return  for  some  years.  He  is  now  re- 
turned, and  is  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  ihe 
Co.  Tyrone. 

"7330 — I  know  Mr.  Hamilton  is  now  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  in  that  county  in  which  he  is 
diarged  with  having  committed  the  murder. 

"  7334 — I  was  coansel  in  that  case. 


The  House  will  here  observe  that  coun- 
sellor Kemaa  states,  in  direct  terms,  nol 
once  but  twice,  and  from  his  own  Icnow- 
lod^,  tl»t  Mr.  Huniltoa  it  now  a  Ma* 


Orange  Lodges.  842 

gistrate  for  the  county  of  Tyrone.  The 
House  will  judge  of  the  accuracy  of  this 

assertion  when  it  has  heard  the  letter  of 
the  Lieutenant  for  that  county.  Sir,  this 
is  the  letter  of  Lord  Caledon  to  the  noble 
Lord  opposite)  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  : — 

"Caledon,  agih  January,  1836. 

"My  Lord — As  it  was  stated  in  evidence 
by  Mr.  Randal  Kernan,  before  a  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  which  sat  to  inquire 
into  the  nature  of  Orange  Lodges,  when 
speaking  of  Mr,  Hamilton,  'he  is  now  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  in  thai  county  (1'yrone)  in 
which  he  is  charged  with  having  committed 
the  murders,  and  on  which  charge'a  bill  of  in- 
dictment was  found  against  him,'  it  becomes 
my  duly  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  Mr. 
Hamilton  neither  is,  nor  ever  was,  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  ihe  county  of  Tyrone. 

"  I  apprised  Mr.  Kernan  on  the  39lh  of 
October,  1S35,  of  the  error  into  which  lie  had 
fallen,  and  which  he  at  once  admitted,  but  as 
I  know  that  hi"  evidence  has  misled  the  public 
at  large,  I  entreat  your  Lordship  lo  adopt  Ihe 
mode  you  ihink  best  to  undeceive  it. 

"  I  have  Ihe  honour  to  be,  my  Lord,  your 
Loidship's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

"  Viscount  Moipelb,  &c.  &c," 
I  shall  now  beg  to  call  tiie  attention  of 
ihe   House    to  that    part   of  the  learned 
Gentleman's    evidence,    where   he  states 
that  Lieutenant  Hamilton  was  made  pri- 
soner, and   taken   before  Mr.  Stack  and 
another  Magistrate,  who  refused    lo  take 
linations,   or    grant   a   warrant,   but 
itted  him  to  bail  upon  the  verbal  pro- 
of his  father  for  his  future  appear- 
ance.    Sir,  the  letter  1  am  now  about  to 
read  to  the  House  is  from  Mr.  Stack,  the 
Magistrate  named  by  Mr.  Kernan  : — 

"My  Dear  Sir — In  reply  lo  your  letter  of 
the  IGlh  instant,  I  assure  you  that  if  counsellor 
Kernan   said   [  released  Mr.  Hamilton  on  the 
word  of  his  father,  it  is  a  complete  fabrication. 
'.  Hamilton  was  never  brought  before  me  in 
itody  or  olherwise,  on  the  charge  alluded  lo. 
You   might   of  yourself,  almost,  have  contra- 
cted sucli  an  a!isertLOn,  from  your  knowledge 
of  the  Magistrates  here.     lam   much  obliged 
for  your   communication,  and   remain  yours, 
most  truly,  Thomas  Stack.'* 

"  Omngh,  February  19, 1835." 
The  next  case  referred  to  in  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Kernan  is  the  case  of  M'Cabe  tt. 
Robinson  ;  and.  Sir,  I  shall  beg  leave  to 
read  a  small  portion  of  the  learned  Gen- 
tleman's evidence  relative  to  it. 

7274 — Can  slate  a  very  remarka'tle  esse 
tried  by  Chief  Justice  Busbe  ia  the  eonnty  of 
Tyrone. 
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''  7273— Cannot gifeiha dale preciseljrniih- 
out  referriDg  ,10  his  Doles,  it  was  about  len,  or 
from  ten  10  twelve  years.  It  was  an  indicl- 
inent  for  murder. 

"7275— The  name  of  the  party  was  M'Cabe 
ff.  Robinson  and  others. 

'•  T276— The  son  of  the  deceased  was  the 
prosecutor,  a  man  residing  near  Portadown, 
of  the  name  o(  M'Cabe. 

"  7377— He  was  a  Roman  Catholic. 

"  7276— It  was  in  the  Lodge-room  the  con- 
Spiiacy  was   hatched. 

"  7279— The  trial  was  at  Omagh.  The  first 
time  or  second  time   the  Judge  went  that  cir- 

"  7283— After  the  trial,  the  Chief  Justice  sent 
for  me>  I  went  to  him,  and  he  said,  in  sub- 
tlance — 'You  are  the  only  barrister  who  look 
'  a.  full  note  of  this  trial, do  you  intend  to  publish 
it?'  I  said,  "certainly  I  do."  He  said, 
■Kernan,  my  dear  fellow,  do  you  think  its 
publication  would  pacify  the  country,  &c.' 

"7296 — Four  or  five  were  tried,  has 
slroyed  or  lost  his  notes,   and  eanni 
number  indicted. 

"  7309— Either  the  Chief  Justice,  on  refer- 
ence to'his  notes,  (he  cannot  forget  the  trial) 
01  the  clerk  of  the  Crown,  or   the  Cn         "  " 
citor,  on  reference  to  the  lirown  book, 
minute,  state  particulars. '' 


The  House  will  observe  thai  Ihis  trial 
is  said  to  have  taken  place  from  tei 
tweWe  years  ago,  and  to  have  been  trledbe- 
foreChjef  Justice  Bushe,  at  Omagh,  on  the 
north-west  circuit,  in  the  county  Tyrone. 
Now,  I  can  take  upon  rae  to  stale  that 
since  that  worthy  Judge  lias  had  a  seat  oi; 
the  Bench,  he  has  never  gone  the  north- 
west circuit.  In  the  years  1810,  1811 
and  1821,  (the  latter  of  which  is  fifleer 
years  ago,  that  Gentleman  went  that  cir- 
cuit, as  Solicitor-General ;  hut  I  can  af- 
firm, without  the  fear  of  contradiction 
that  no  such  case  as  M'Cabe  v.  Robiiisor 
or  any  case  resembling  it,  was  tried  before 
htm,  and  what  Is  more,  that  no  such  case 
appears  on  the  Crown  books  of  that 
cuit.  So  the  converaation  which  ^e 
learned  Counsellor  states  to  have  taki 
place  between  hitn  and  that  upright  and 
worthy  Judge,  in  which  ^e  addresses 
with  the  familiar  expression  of  "  my  dear 
fellow,"  has  no  existence,  sav  e  in  the  brain 
of  the  learned  Gentleman.  But  as  the 
learned  witness  so  boldly  referred  to  the 
notes  of  the  learned  Judge,  I  venture  to 
■ay  that  he  would  have  proved  his  discre- 
tion better  had  he  made  an  application  tc 
that  distinguished  individual,  before  hi 
gave  his  testimony;  and  1  also  undertake 
to  say,  that  that  most  excellent  Judge, 
who  hai  for  10  many  yean  exercised  the 
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judicial  functions  in  a  manner  to  do 
honour  to  himself  and  to  reflect  credit  on 
the  Bench,  would  have  answered  him  as  I 
now  answer  his  statement,  that  it  was  al- 
together without  foundation.  The  only 
further  observation  I  shall  make  upon  this 
case  is,  thiit  the  learned  Gentleman  atatei 
the  accused  parties  to  have  issued  fron 
their  Lodge-room  near  Portadown.  Now, 
Portadown  is  in  the  county  of  Armagh, 
consequently  had  the  transaction  oc- 
curred in  that  county  the  trial  woald 
have  taken  place  in  that  county  and 
not  in  Tyrone. — It  is  said  that  an  Act 
of  parliament  to  put  down  all  secret  socie- 
ties would  restore  peace.  Why,  the  only 
society  which  disturbs  the  peace  in  Ire- 
land, defies  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  has 
evaded  the  researches  of  all  Government 
functionaries.  What  knowledge  have 
these  Gentlemen  obtained  respecting  Ri- 
band societies?  1  shall  let  the  House 
see.  Here  the  hon.  Member  referred  to 
the  evidences  of  Colonel  Stoven,  Mr.  J. 
Gore  Jones,  and  Mr.  Duff,  c.  c.  fi,  pro- 
fessing their  total  ignorance  of  the  exist- 
ence of  Riband  societies,  differing  so  very 
materially  from  the  evidence  of  that  re- 
spectable gentleman,  Mr.  Sinclair,  of 
Strabane,  who  stated  that  he  knew  they 
enlisted  (o  a  large  extent  1  for  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Middlesex  has  quoted  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Innes,  of  Glasgow,  upon 
the  subject  of  Orange  Lodges  in  Scot- 
land, I  must  be  permitted  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  what  that  Gentle- 
man has  said  upon  the  subject  of  Ribbon 
societies,  and  compare  it  with  the  evidence 
□fthosegenllemenwhom  I  have  just  named. 
Cosmo  Innes    gave    evidence  as 


it  tell  the 


folloT 

"3959 — Cannot  say  that  he  baa  discovered 
Ribbon  Lodges,  but  is  aware  of  their  ex> 
istence. 

"3960 — Had  information  of  their  meetings 
at  Glasgow  to  a  considerable  extanl.  In  all 
instances  there  was  a  meeting  of  twenty-four 
delegates  from  different  Societies  of  Ireland — 
men  at  one  time  in  Ulasgow,  when  they  were 
addressed  aod  stimulated  by  a  paid  emissary 
of  the  Rihbonmen  who  had  come  from  Ire- 

"2963- They  meet  every  day  in  a  different 
place— they  never  keep  to  one  place  of 
meeting. 

"  3970 — Has  no  doubt  that  an  emissanr  was 
sent  from  Ireland  to  attend  a  Ribbon  Lodge 
in  Glasgow. 

"  2971— Thiuks  he  has  got  hold  of  an  emis- 
387,  ''"t  '*  °*''  ^*'^  '^^  GonncliDg  him,  aa  l>t« 
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•Tidvoce  KU  not  complete  when  be  left  tilaa- 
gow." 

How  are  we  to  account  for  the  superior 
informaUon  of  tbis  Gentleman  i  Because 
he  was  diEcIiatving  a  duty  to  tlie  lan's, 
and  keeping  vigilant  watch  on  those  who 
threatened,  whether  openly  or  in  secret, 
the  public  security.  In  Ireland  atipendiary 
Magistrates  occupied  themselves  in  finding 
out  the  piJitics  of  eentlemeu,  and  ascertain- 
ing, not  whether  law  was  enforced  or  en- 
dangered, but  bow  certain  persons  stood 
affected  towards  the  Government  or  the 
Ministry  of  the  day.  I  shall  rend  an 
extract  frora  the  Report  of  Mr.  Dufli  given 
in  by  himself  in  evidence  before  the  Corn- 
Mr.  Duff,  Chief  Constable  of  Police.— 
Extract  from  hit  Report  to  Ihe  Government: 
— "  As  a  further  convincing  proof  as  lo  Colonel 
Vemer't  wishes  to  oppose  and  embarrasa  the 
Government,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  stale  the 
following  circumUance,  which  I  can  have 
proved  at  any  time  called  on,  and  wlilch  took 
place  during  my  absence  on  duty  from  this 
diitricl — namely,  that  on  the  nigbl  the  intelli- 
gence reached  this  part  of  the  country  as  lo 
Earl  Orey's  resignation,  he  (Colonel  Verner) 
assembled  the  Orangemen  of  his  neighbour- 
hood to  celebrate  the  event  at  his  own  house, 
in  front  of  which  he  bad  an  iroioense  lar^ 
boofire    erected,    Ibe    bands    playing    party 

This  constable  residea  in  a  different 
county — in  a  different  diatrict  from  where 
be  itatea  this  tranaaction  to  have  taken 
place,  and  with  which,  officially,  he  is  un- 
connected; how  far  the  statement  may  be 
correct  is  immaterial ;  the  act  of  that  gen- 
lleman  ia  all  !  have  to  do  with  ;  to  have 
obtained  this  information  he  must  have 
been  indebted  toothers — whether  employed 
by  him  for  the  purpose,  or  not,  it  is  im- 
poaaible  formelo  say,  but  1  would  wish 
him  a  more  profitable  employmeni,  and  if 
■pies  are  lo  be  placed  upon  me,  which  is 
tome  a  matter  of  total  indifference,  I  think 
it  would  be  much  better  if  they  were  per- 
■oniwho,  while  keeping  watch  upon  me, 
were  not  neglectitig  matters  of  much 
greater  moment.  ThiageDtleman  describes 
himself  as  Chief  Con  at  able  of  Police  and 
Captain  of  Militia.  I  am  greatly  mistaken 
if  the  membera  of  that  highly  respectable 
and  valuable  body,  which  has  rendered 
such  Krvices  to  ita  country,  would  not 
have  preferred  that  the  gallant  captain 
had  not  given  himself  this  title,  or,  having 
done  so,  that  he  had  omitted  to  state  the 
description  of  service  ia  which  he  hai  been 
of  latg  engaged,  Uuit  of  reporting  se- 
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cretly  to  the  government  the  private  acta 
of  the  gentry  of  the  country,  and  the  oc- 
currences which  take  place  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  their  desmesnes — and  for  aught  1 
know,  within  the  walls  of  their  mansion. 
I  am  now  speaking  my  sentiments  as  a 
military  man — and,  in  my  day,  it  was  not 
the  description  of  duty  which  was  con- 
sidered exactly  creditable  to  a  gentleman 
bearing  the  rank  of  captain  in  his  Majesty'* 
service.  I  shall  now  notice  what  I  con- 
sider a  very  remarkable  circumstance. 
That  the  hon.  Members  who  have  been 
most  conspicuous  in  their  exertions  lo  put 
down  Orange  societies,  have  been  equally 
notorious  for  their  efforts  to  excite  agita- 
tion in  the  Colonies  and  in  Ireland.  The 
endeavours  of  the  hon.  member  for  Mid- 
dlesex are  too  remarkable  to  be  forgotten, 
find  were  of  a  charucter  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  misunderstand.  That  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, who  looked  with  hope  to  see  the 
Canadas  liberated  from  what  he  called 
"  the  baleful  domination  of  (he  mother 
country,"  labours  also  to  see  Orangeism 
put  down  in  the  Colonies.  The  boo. 
.Member  for  Dublin,  and  I  may  add,  the 
Member  for  Kilkenny,  hope  to  see  Ireland 
"  great,  glorious,  and  free,"  and  hope  that 
that  establishment,  the  rival  one  in  whicb 
the  hon.  Member  takea  some  interest— 
the  establishment  which  is  called  the  Bank 
of  Ireland  may  give  way  to  that  which  is 
called  the  Hibernian  Bank,  and  an  Irish 
parliament  may  again  resume  its  sittings  in 
College-green.  Well,  these  hon.  Membera 
whose  hearts  are  set  on  the  Repeal  of  the 
Union — the  hon.  Member  who  so  fre- 
rjuently  declared  that  if  the  Orangemen 
would  join  him,  in  twelve  months  he  should 
have  attained  his  object — who  assigns 
even  now,  as  a  reason  why  he  for  a  short 
time  abslaina  from  urging  it,  that  tbe 
Orangemen  are  opposed  to  his  wishei 
— these  bon.  Members  seek  to  put  down 
Orangeism  in  Ireland.  Plain  men,  who 
would  strengthen  the  bonds  ofBritish  con- 
nexion with  Ireland,  and  would  keep  up  a 
good  understanding  with  the  colonies; 
plain  men,  who  would  oppose  the  repealer 
to  Ireland  and  the  disturber  in  Canada, 
will  not  think  it  unfavourable  to  the 
Orange  Society  that  such  persons  are  ita 
enemies.  I  know  it  may  be  said  that 
better  motives  than  tbe  wish  to  remove 
an  impediment  out  of  the  way  of  agita- 
tion, may  influence  some  who  desire  to 
destroy  the  Orange  Institution.  They 
may   expreii  it  h<^  that    the  country 
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wonld  be  more  contented  ifthat  institution 
were  pat  down,  and  that  it  is  lo  produce 
that  con  tent  ment  they  labour  for  its  de- 
■traclion.  Well,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kilkenny,  where  there  is  no  Orange  Lodge, 
•ays  that  his  county  will  become  more 
peaceAil  if  the  Protestants  of  the  North 
are  insulted,  and  their  institulioni  broken 
down.  Will  Kilkenny  Juries  be  improved, 
or  the  condition  of  the  people  in  Kilkenny 
bettered?  Does  the  hon.  Member  for 
Tipperary  offirm  that  the  wages  oF  assBSBi- 
nation  will  rise  in  the  county  which  he  re- 
presents— that  murders  will  be  less  fre- 
quent, and  justice  more  surely  visited  on 
the  ofiender?  Does  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dublin  mean  to  say,  that  any  one  of  the 
counties  in  the  province  of  Munsler  would 
become  more  tranquil,  if  Orangemen  in 
Ulster  were  put  down ;  or,  will  any  of 
these  hon.  Members  affirm,  that  any  county 
in  the  south  or  west  of  Ireland,  I  caic 
not  which  they  name,  any  county,  where, 
if  they  please,  no  Orange  I.odge  is  in  ex- 
istence, equals  in  tranquillity — in  absence 
of  systematic  disorder — in  freedom  from 
crime,  the  very  worst  county,  or  if  they 
please  toname  it,  the  most  thickly  studded 
with  Orange  Lodges  in  Ulster.  Will  they 
submit  tliis  lo  the  test  of  a  strict  and  close 
inquiry?  I  will  make.  Sir,  a  bold  state- 
ment, and  a  fair  proposal.  The  province 
of  Ulster  contains  nine  counties,  and  a 
population  of  considerably  more  than  a 
fourth  of  the  people  of  Irelsnd.  I  affirm 
that  over  that  entire  province,  during  the 
thirty.five  years  which  have  elapsed  since 
the  Onion  with  Great  Britain,  so  many 
cold-blooded  and  atrocious  crimes  have 
not  been  committed  as  have  been  perpe- 
trated within  a  single  year,  and  in  a  single 
county,  in  the  part  of  Ireland  where 
Orangeism  is  almost  unknown.  Let  a  Jury 
of  twelve  English  Members  be  impanelled 
upon  the  case.  If  I  do  not  prove  it  tri- 
umphantly, I  submit  lo  be  stigmatised 
for  culpai>le  presumption.  If  I  prove  it, 
if  I  shew  that  the  history  of  one  southern 
county  for  a  year,  a  month,  records  more 
Ktrocities  than  can  be  charged  against  the 
Proteslsnls  of  the  nine  counties  of  Ulster 
during  the  lapse  of  fire-and-thirty  yei 
what  is  to  be  thought  of  their  case  who 
Btrenuously  labour  to  break  the  bonds  of 
that  Union,  to  which,  under  God,  the 
tranquillity  of  the  north  should  be  ascribed, 
There  is  another  circumstance  to  be  ob- 
■erved.  I  affirm  that  not  a  lingle  itate- 
in«at  bu  been  coDtndicted  or  •btken  ad- 


vanced in  defence  of  the  Orange  body. 
We  have  placed  it  on  record,  that  until  the 
formation  of  Orange  societies,  Ulster  was 
in  disorder — that  from  that  time  to  this  it 
has  been  tranquil.  I  beg  in  conclusion  to 
makeone  more  proposal,  and  I  respectfully 
address  it  to  his  Majesty's  Ministers. — 
Let  them  take  up  the  county  of  Tipperary, 
where  every  tiling  will  favour  the  ex- 
periment, and  try  their  hands  upon  it — if 
within  live  years  they  restore  it  to  peace,  1 
undertake  on  the  part  of  Armagh  (hat  we 
will  receive  with  the  utmost  deference  the 
slightest  intimation  of  their  desire  and 
will.  But  if  they  give  up  Tipperary,  or  if 
ihey  fail  (o  raise  it  to  that  state  for  which 
we,  in  Armagh,  have  reason  to  be  thank- 
ful, I  would  pray  of  them  to  leave  us  in 
Armaeh  in  our  present  tranquillity — and 
I  would  add,  that  it  is  much  easier  to  dis- 
turb a  district  which  is  confessed  lo  be 
quid,  than  it  is  to  improve  the  condition 
of  a  disturbed  one. 

Colonel  Perceval  said,  that  circum- 
stanced as  he  was — being  an  officer  of  the 
Orange  Institution,  he  trusted  that  a 
British  House  of  Commons  would  not 
refuse  him  a  patient  hearing.  He 
begged  to  state  that  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  address  the  House  at  any 
length,  and  if  hon.  Members  would  but  at- 
tend to  him,  he  undertook  not  to  occupy 
them  more  than  a  few  minutes.  It  had 
been  his  lot  on  many  occasions  to  ad- 
dress the  House  on  the  subject  of  the 
Orange  Institution, — and  from  the  tone 
and  temper  in  which  the  debate  was  con- 
ducted, he  could  not  conceal  from  himself 
that  the  discussions  on  the  Orange  Insti* 
lulion  were  now  about  to  come  to  a  close. 
The  great  characteristic  oF  the  Orange 
Institutions  of  Ireland  had  been  inalieo- 
able  loyalty.  In  no  case,  under  no  cir- 
cumstances, had  any  change  taken  place 
in  their  feelings  of  loyalty  to  the  King, 
end  attachment  to  the  Constitution  and 
the  Protestant  religion.  Such  had  been 
their  polar  star  heretofore,  and  now  that  a 
crisis  had  arrived,  he  entertained  a  con- 
fident hope  that  Orangemen  would,  one 
and  all,  manifest  the  same  undioching 
loyalty  which  had  always  been  nearest  and 
dearest  to  their  hearts.  He  believed  It 
now  impossible  that  any  Orangeman  conld 
for  a  moment  think  of  averting  the  Ad- 
dress to  his  Majesty  lo  discountenance  all 
secret  associations,  and  in  that  feelinz  be 
would  imitate  the  example  of  hi*  hon. 
.  Friead  new  bio,  and  iiMtilcat*  oa  tboH 
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with  whom  he  had  been  now  ftnir  jrean 
Btsociated,  to  submit  to  the  exprened  will 
of  bis  Majesty,  which  to  them  was  tanta- 
noDnt  to  law,  and  to  snccnmb  to  the 
opinion  which  the  Home  was  about  to  ex- 
press. Harin^  said  so  mach  he  coald 
not  proceed  without  expressing  bis  satis- 
bction  at  the  tone,  the  temper,  and  the 
moderation  of  the  nt»ble  Loid  (John 
Russell)  and  he  hoped  that  those  with 
whom  he  was  connected  would  act  in 
the  same  concOiatoiy  disposition;  but 
he  trusted  that  the  noble  Lord  would 
not  weaken  the  moral  influence  in  Ire- 
land of  those  on  whom  he  thus  called 
to  make  a  sacrifice  of  their  feeling, 
by  introducing  the  words  Orange  Instilu- 
tion  into  the  resolution,  or  diminish  tliat 
power  by  which  they  might  hope  to  prerail 
on  their  lets  informed  brethren  to  imitate 
their  example.  With  these  feelings  be 
trusted  the  noble  Lord  would  content  to 
withdraw  the  words  "  Orange  Societies." 
That  body  formed  a  part  ofthe  secret  socie- 
ties in  Ireland,  aart  he  did  hope  that  ibe 
noble  Lord  would  not  insist  on  malDtaining 
the  words,  the  effect  of  which  roust  be  to 
Stigmatize  that  body  who  were  ready  to 
conform  to  his  Majesty's  wishes.  The 
words  would  convey  a  sting,  and  would 
tend  to  weaken  the  influence  of  those  in 
whom  the  members  of  the  Orange  initilu- 
tioo  placed  confidence.  He  assured  the 
noble  Lord  that  the  iaHoence  of  those  in- 
dividaals  who  took  the  lead  in  the  Orange 
Inatitntion,  and  who  are  now  willing  to 
act  up  to  the  spirit  of  the  resolution, 
would  be  greatly  weakened,  and  their 
power  of  inducing  others  to  imitate  their 
example  would  be  moch  dimioiibcd,  if 
they  believed  (and  they  would  belieTC  it), 
if  they  saw  that  they  only  were  mentioned 
that  the  chief  aim  of  the  resolution  was  lo 
put  down  Orange  associations  exclosirely. 
He  therefore  called  upon  the  noble  Lord 
to  omit  those  two  words,  and  then  his  re- 
solution would  embrace  all  secret  socie- 
ties, without  stigmatizing  the  Orange 
body,  as  the  address  in  its  present  shape  so 
unnecessarily  did.  He  concurred  in  much 
of  what  had  blleo  from  the  nobte  Lord, 
but  be  difiered  from  him  in  thinking  that 
Grange  associations  were  formed  lo  sup- 
port Protestant  ascendancy,  and  that 
Ribbonmen  or  Defendera  arose  out 
of  those  associations.  He  remembered 
that  in  the  year  1795,  when  he  was  but  a 
small  boy,  the  DefendeTS~the  Ribonmen  of 
that  day— anted  at  a  party— that  ibey 
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were  in  the  habit  of  going  about  in  the  open 
day,  in  the  county  of  Sligo,  and  atlacUog 
gentlemen's  booses,  and  demanding  arma. 
He  remembered  the  attack  made  by  a 
paity  of  those  Defendera  on  the  fanuae  of 
bis  utber,  who  was  a  clergyman  of  the 
EstaUiriied  church,  and  that  the  party 
would  haTefaangedbim,  bntfortbe  prompt 
interference  of  the  Protestant!  of  the 
neighbonring  village  of  Ballymote,  in  that 
county,  who  came  to  his  aid.  This  waa 
anterior  lo  the  formation  of  any  Orange 
Societies.  It,  in  fact,  occnrred  in  tha 
year  "QS,  whereas,  the  first  Orange 
l^ge  was  formed  in  the  county  of  Sligo, 
in  the  year  1796.  The  varioos  ramifica- 
tions of  that  Institution,  in  difierent  part* 
of  Ireland,  will  be  found  consequent  upon 
similar  outrages,  thereby  proving,  that  the 
Orange  Institution  was  strictly  of  t  de* 
fensive  or  protective  character.  The  facta 
which  he  had  stated,  had  the  Commitlce 
been  allowed  to  continue  its  lubours, 
would  have  been  proved  by  Colonel  Irwin, 
a  name  known  to  and  respected  by  every 
Irish  gentleman  who  had  been  summoned 
over  for  that  purpose.  Having  laid  thus 
mnch.hewouldonty  repeat  lo  the  noble  l^rd 
his  earnest  hope  that  be  would  consent  to 
make  the  alteration  lo  which  he  bad 
already  referred,  in  the  wording  of  lb« 
resolution,  in  consideration  of  iha  feeling 
in  which  the  spirit  of  that  resolution  was 
met  by  those  who  were  connectad  with 
Orange  societies  at  that  (the  oppotitioo) 
side  of  the  house. 

Lord  Stanley  rose.  Rome  Gentlemen, 
the  noble  Lord  observed,  were  anxious  for 
a  division,  but  his  earnest  h')pe  was  that 
there  might  l^e  no  division  on  the  (|ueslion 
before  ihe  House.  He  was  so  much  afraid 
to  make  use  of  a  single  expression  which 
might  disturb  the  hsrmonv  that  pervaded 
the  House,  that  ha  would  not  have  aristn 
if  he  could  resist  the  temptation  to  eon* 
(>TatuIat«  his  noble  Friend  (I/>rd  John 
Russell)  on  the  triumph  he  had  oWinad 
by  the  mild,  quiet,  prudent,  and  statesman* 
like  tone  he  had  a«umed  on  thisoccasion. 
ft  was  a  source  ofgreat  satisfACtion  to  him 
to  observe  that  on  B  subject  iika  thst  be> 
fore  them,  which  was  so  well  calculated 
to  excite  strong  feelings,  and  more  par- 
ticularly Ihe  feelings  of  Irish  Hemben, 
there  had  not,  with  scarcely  one  exeeption, 
been  uttered  ■  sentiment  which  did  not  do 
honour  lo  him  who  spoke  it.  He  attrU 
bated  this  to  ihe  mild  and  conciliatory 
tool  ia  which  hii  oobk  Ffttod  bad  iBtr0% 
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daced  his  Btnendtnent  to  the  Houm.  He 
(Lord  StBnley)  begged  to  con^atulate  hu 
noble  Friend  and  hia  Majeaty'a  Govero- 
mcDt  OD  the  great  triumph  he  bad  thus 
tcbteved.  Ai  an  old  and  sincerely  attached 
friend,  he  congratulated  bis  noble  Friend 
on  it,  and  be  alio  congratulated  the  Go- 
▼emmentonthegreatacceuioD  of  strength 
it  had  thus  acquired,  and  on  the  manner 
in  which  it  had  been  acqaired.  His  noble 
Friend  bad  achieved  this  triumph  not  by 
flattering  prejudices,  which  ought  not  to 
be  flattered,  butwhich,  however  one  might 
differ  from  them,  ouglit  to  be  treated  with 
forbearance,  because  they  were  held  with 
sincerity.  He  was  certain  that  even 
amongst  those  who  were  most  anxious  to 
aopport  Orange  Societies  in  Ireland,  there 
were  many  who  would  be  convinced  that 
the  lone  of  hii  noble  Friend,  though  it 
was  not  that  most  calculated  to  flatter 
passions  and  prEJiidices,  was  at  least  that 
which  would  contribute  most  to  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  country.  In  expressing  his 
admiration  of  the  prudent  course  taken  by 
his  noble  Friend  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
down  all  secret  associations  in  Ireland,  he 
must  not  withhold  that  meed  of  praise, 
which  be  was  sure  their  most  bitter  enemies 
would  concede  to  the  gallant  and  manly 
conduct  in  which  the  conciliatory  tone  of 
his  noble  Friend  had  been  met  by  hon. 
Members  at  that  (the  Opposition)  side  of 
the  House.  He  was  sure  that  in  that  way 
hia  noble  Friend  would  acquire  more 
strength  to  his  Government,  and  would 
more  effectually  succeed  in  the  object  he 
bad  in  view,  than  he  could  by  the  most 
severe  penal  enactments.  At  the  same 
time  he  felt  convinced  that  his  noble  Friend 
would  do  justice  to  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Friends  near  him  (Lord  Stanley,)  for  tbeir 
willingness  thus  to  respond  to  his  concili- 
atory tone  by  the  sacrifice  of  early  preju- 
dices. Hishon.  and  gallant  Friends  would 
excuse  him  for  calling  them  prejudices, 
but  be  did  so  think  them,  though,  at  the 
same  time,  he  firmly  believed  that  they 
wera  most  sincerely  and  conscientiously 
entertained.  It  was  not  his  intention  to 
enter  into  any  argument  on  tlie  question 
before  the  House.  For  bis  own  part  he 
was  satisfled  with  the  amendment  of  his 
noble  Friend.  His  noble  Friend  had  seen 
the  advantages  of  a  conciliatory  course, 
and  had  fully  availed  himself  or  that  ex- 
perience.  It  was  impossible  for  any  one 
to  doubt,  from  what  had  occurred  with 
respect  to  Orange  AHOciatioiu  is  the  last . 


Session  oTParliament,  that  they  were  moat 
pointedly    included   in   the  spirit  of  the 

E resent  resolution,  and  that  that  would 
ave  been  the  understanding  with  respect 
to  them,  whether  they  had  been  mentioned 
by  name  or  not.  His  bon.  and  gallant 
Friends  near  him  had  so  understood  it, 
and  had  expressed  themselves  willing  to 
make  the  required  sacrifice,  though  tbs 
name  of  Orange  Societiea  bad  not  been 
mentioned.  He  would  therefore  ask  hia 
noble  Friend  whether  be  was  not  preirared, 
by  way  of  completing  bis  triumph,  to  omit 
those  words  which  could  not  add  to  the 
moral  force  of  his  resolution,  but  which 
might  have  the  efiect  of  weakening  the  in- 
fluence of  those  by  whose  co-operation  that 
resolution  might  be  rendered  most  available 
for  its  intended  object  [Oh,  oh.]  Gentle- 
men who  cried  "  Oh,"  had  a  very  different 
idea  of  a  ministerial  triumph  from  that 
which  he  had.  He  looked  upon  a  triumph 
not  as  that  of  a  party  over  a  fallen  adver- 
sary, he  looked  to  the  triumph  of  a  Minister, 
who,  by  his  mild,  conciliatory,  and  states- 
man-like conduct,  had  achieved  a  national 
triumph  over  party  prejudices  which  two 
years  ago  any  man  would  have  deemed 
almost  impossible.  That  was  the  kind  of 
triumph  which  was  within  his  noble  Friend's 
grasp — that  was  the  kind  of  triumph  which 
he  wished  to  complete,  and  it  was  from 
that  wish  that  he  earnestly  hoped  his  noble 
Friend  would  consent  to  the  omission  of 
those  objectionable  words.  For  his  own 
part  he  did  not  object  to  them ;  but  though 
na  did  not,  he  still  felt  that  they  were 
objected  to  by  otiieia  as  tending  to  di- 
minish that  power  and  influence  which 
they  were  prepared  to  assert  in  carrying 
out  the  spirit  of  the  resolution.  It  was 
important  for  the  purpose  of  the  resolution 
itself  that  that  power  should  not  be  dimi- 
nished, nor  any  stigma  be  thrown  on  those 
who  were  ready  to  eseit  it.  He  was  sure 
his  noble  Friend  had  not  meant  by  the 
use  of  those  words  to  cast  Einy  imputation. 
He  was  sure  the  resolution  was  so  under- 
stood by  Gentlemen  of  that  (theOpposition) 
side.  But  the  same  feeling  would  not  be 
found  to  exist  amongst  their  less  iuformed 
brethren.  Amongst  that  class,  the  use  of 
those  words  ra'i^hl  have  the  effect  of 
marring  the  exertions  of  those  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  were  disposed  to  act  up  to  the 
spirit  of  the  resolution.  Let  it  be  recol- 
lected, that  in  carrying  out  that  resolution 
they  had  to  encounter  the  prejudicea  and 
feeling*  of  those  who  woald  take  «  veij 
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difiereDt  view  of  it  from  bis  hon.  had  gnl- 
Uot  Friends,  and  who  might  not  be  pre- 
pared to  make  a  similaT  eacriGce.  It  was 
on  these  grouods  that  he  earnestly  hoped 
his  noble  Friend  would  wave  the  use  of 
even  one  word  which  might  offend  the 
feelings  of  even  one  Member  of  that  House. 
If  his  noble  Friend  did,  he  should  have  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  he  had  spent 
one  night  in  the  British  Parliament  which 
bad  been  marked  by  mutual  forbearance, 
and  that  that  desirable  result  had  been 
brought  about  by  the  kind,  prudent,  and 
conciliatorv  conduct  of  old  and  valued 
Friends  of  his  own  ;  and  that  in  conae- 
quence  of  such  conciliatory  conduct,  there 
were  many  hon.  Members  prepared  to 
make  a  sacrifice  of  their  early  prejudices, 
in  that  spirit  which  would  greatly  tend  to 
the  pacification  of  the  country. 

Lord  John  Rustell  hoped  that  the  House 
would  indulge  him  a  few  moments  after 
the  appeal  made  to  him  by  his  noble 
Friend.  He  assured  the  House,  thatafler 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Colonel,  and  of  his  noble  Friend  wbo  had 
just  sat  down,  he  felt  great  pain  in  being 
obliged  to  state  that  he  bad  heard  nothing 
in  the  able  statements  of  both  which  could 
induce  him  to  alter  the  resolution  in  the 
way  they  had  suggested.  In  saying  this, 
he  hoped  be  should  be  understood  as  not 
unwilling  so  to  frame  the  resolution  as  to 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Colonel,  and  of  others  who  felt  sensitively 
on  this  subject,  if  he  could  do  so  witliout 
departing  from  that  which  he  considered 
his  duty  on  the  present  occasion,  ft  did 
appear  to  him,  after  what  had  occurred 
last  year,  that  a  necessity  had  arisen  for 
putting  an  end  to  all  secret  associations, 
and  that  the  House  was  bound  to  declare 
its  opinion  whether  those  societies  were 
injurious  or  otherwise  to  the  public  tran- 
quillity. He  did  not  think,  therefore,  that 
the  House  would  meet  the  case  fairly 
nnless  it  inserted  in  the  resolution  the 
words  "  Orange  Lodges."  It  was  beyond 
doubt  that  all  the  previous  debate  had  re- 
ferred to  those  societies,  but,  af^er  what 
had  occurred,  and  after  mentioning  other 
societies  in  general,  it  was  their  duly  to 
mention  these  in  particular  ;  and  he  owned 
that  he  did  not  see  why  bon.  Gentlemen 
should  think  that  the  use  of  those  words 
implied  a  stigma  on  them ;  there  was  no 
opinion  pronounced  as  to  the  legality  of 
those  societies — there  was  nothing  more 
laid  tliaa  that  tbew  M  weU  ai  other  Koret 


societies  should  receive  tbe  diHspprobation 
of  the  Crown.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  regretted  his  inability  to  comply  with 
the  suggestion  of  his  noble  Friend. 

Sir£o6er^  Peel  said, that  the  refusal  of  tbe 
noble  Lord  to  comply  with  the  request  of 
his  noble  Friend,  would  not  alter  the  tone 
and  temper  of  the  few  observations  ha 
should  make.  He  was  sure  that  it  would 
be  for  the  tranquillity  of  Ireland  that  an 
end  should  be  put  to  all  secret  societies  in 
that  country.  The  existence  of  anv  of 
them  was  an  evil,  inasmuch  as  it  held 
out  a  bad  example  to  others.  His  opinion 
and  his  wish  were,  not  only  that  an  end 
should  be  put  to  all  such  associations,  but 
he  also  wished  to  see  the  spirit  in  which 
they  originated  entirely  and  efTectuslly 
suppressed.  IF  the  spirit  remained,  they 
would  gain  little  by  the  suppression 
of  its  external  forms.  But  he  did  regret 
that  the  noble  Lord  should  not  have  given 
way  to  the  suggestion  of  the  noble  uird'a 
Friend  (Lord  Stanley),  for  he  owned  that 
though  hewas  prepared  toassent  to  the  noble 
Lord's  amendment,  it  was  not  wiihout 
great  sacrifice  of  opinion.  He  objected 
to  proceeding  by  resolution ;  he  thought 
they  ought  to  indicate  the  will  of  the 
Legislature  by  a  law  rather  than  by  a  reso- 
Intiort  of  one  branch  of  it.  They  ought 
studiously  to  avoid  a  course  by  which  a 
dominant  majority  of  that  House  could 
denounce  any  party.  They  ahould  be 
cautious  in  denouncing  by  a  majority  of 
that  House  any  proceedings  of  any  bodies, 
which,  though  they  might  be  objectionable 
in  many  respects,  might  still  not  be 
against  any  law  of  the  land.  The  resolu- 
tions of  that  House  had  no  force,  except 
such  as  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown 
might  give  them;  they  had  not  the  force 
of  law,  and  this  was  the  first  time  that  he 
had  heard  nf  establishing  the  precedent  of 
a  resolution  of  that  House,  diiqualifying 
for  office  on  the  alleged  ground  of  con- 
duct, the  legality  of  which  was  at  least 
questionable.  However,  he  waved  all 
those  objections,  for  he  perceived  that  all 
in  that  House  were  prepared  to  address 
the  Crown  to  put  an  end  to  all  secret 
societies.  Independently  of  his  own  feel- 
ing on  the  subject,  he  objected  to  the 
words  which  had  been  used  that  Orange 
Societies  were  illegal.  The  hon.  Baronet 
who  had  seconded  the  resolution,  had  de- 
clared that  all  those  societies  were  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  the  land,  and  added 
that  the  Attoreey-Qeoerol  bad  nothing  to 
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do  but  to  inatitule  prOMCHtioni,  in  order 
to  have  them  so  declared  by  the  Courts 
of  Law.  Now,  ir  that  was  to,  it  was  a 
powerful  abjection  to  thrs  resolution,  be- 
cauie  if  the;  believed  that  the  members  of 
Orange  societiei  ought  to  be  prosecuted, 
and  were  amenable  to  the  law,  they  ought 
not  to  lend  them  to  trial  loaded  with  the 
declared  opinion  of  that  House  as  to  their 
guilt.  In  fact,  the  only  ground  on  which 
the  resolution  before  the  House  proceeded 
was,  that  these  societies  were  not  contrary 
to  law ;  the  noble  Lord  was,  therefore, 
right  in  not  sending  them  to  another  tri- 
bunal, for  if  the  issue  of  such  a  trial  should 
be  a  declaralion  oflheir  legality, the  noble 
Lord  would  Bod  it  much  more  difficult  to 
put  them  down  on  vi  future  occasion.  If, 
then,  there  was  a  doubt  as  to  the  illegality 
of  those  socielies,that  was  a  reason  why  they 
■hould  not  be  specifically  mentioned  in  the 
resolution.  It  was  not,  as  he  had  before  said, 
to  the  mere  Orange  lodges  to  which  he 
objected,  bnt  to  the  spirit  in  which  they 
bad  originated.  He  admitted  that  the 
words  of  the  resolulion  did  virtually  in- 
clude Orange  lodges,  even  without  naming 
them ;  and  he  saw  no  advantage  which 
they  could  gain  by  those  societies  being 
■pecifically  mentioned.  The  acquiescence 
of  that  (the  Opposition)  side  in  the  reso- 
lution of  the  noble  Lord,  was  not  that  of 
ft  reluctant  minority;  they  had  come  to 
the  House  prepared  to  acquiesce  in  a 
resolution  couched  in  nearly  the  same 
words  as  that  of  the  noble  [.ord.  They 
had  not  expected  hit  Amendment;  they 
were  prepared  to  oppose  the  criminatory 
resolution  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Middle- 
sex :  but  when  they  heard  the  expressed 
declBTation  of  many  bon.  Members,  that 
they  were  prepared  to  give  up  all  connex- 
ion with  such  associations,  on  hearing  an 
«xpm*ion  of  the  will  of  the  Crown  to 
that  effect,  they  thought  that  the  object 
of  that  House,  and  of  the  Governtnent, 
would  be  lufficiently  answered  by  the 
resolution  which  an  hon.  Member  (Mr, 
Wilson  Patten)  had  expressed  his  inten- 
tion of  moving,  which  was,  that  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty, 
praying  that  his  Majesty  might  be  graci- 
ously pleased  to  take  such  steps  as  to  his 
Majesty  might  seem  most  desirable,  to  dis- 
countenance all  secret  societies,  having 
•ecret  signs,  end  excluding  persons  on 
account  of  difference  in  religions  senti- 
ments. This  was  the  Address  to  which 
tbe;  w«i«  pnpRTsd  to  florae,  before  Ihty 
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knew  the  course  which  the  noble  Lord 
intended  to  take;  and,  afler  what  had 
been  stated  by  hon.  Members  at  that  (the 


Opposition)  side  of  the  House,  bethought 
the  most  effectual  mode  of  suppressing 
secret  societies  would  be,  by  withdrawing 
words  which  were  found  offensive  to  those 
from  whose  example  and  influence  they 
might  expect  co-operation  in  their  great 
object.  That  great  object  whs  to  restore 
tranquillity  to  Ireland.  His  hon.  and 
gallant  Friends  on  that  side  were  disposed 
to  make  a  great  sacrifice  of  their  opiniona 
for  that  purpose.  They  expressed  their 
readiness  not  only  to  withdraw  themselves 
from  those  associations,  but  to  induce  all 
others  over  whom  they  had  any  influence 
to  follow  their  example.  It  would,  there- 
fore, be  prudent  and  politic  in  the  House 
not  to  weaken  the  influence  of  those  from 
whom  they  had  reason  to  expect  such 
co-operation.  In  conclusion,  he  felt  bound 
to  observe,  that  after  what  he  had  heard 
of  the  intention  of  his  hon.  and  gallant 
Friends  to  co-operate  with  them  in  their 
views — after  what  he  had  heard  of  the 
sacriflces  they  were  willing  to  make  of 
their  prejudices  and  feelings,  he  thought 
it  incumbent  on  the  House  not  to  allow 
any  word  to  remain  in  the  resolution  to 
wound  the  sensibility  of  any  one  hon. 
Member.  If  those  hon.  Members  who 
objected  to  tlie  wording  of  the  resolution 
as  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord,  did  not 
choose  to  press  their  objection,  they  might 
save  the  House  a  division ;  but  if  they 
did, he  felt  that,  after  thedeclaralions  they 
had  made,  he  could  not  abandon  them. 
He  must,  therefore,  vote  with  him. 

Mr.  (yCmntll  came  to  the  House 
Strongly  determined  to  support  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  resolulion,  bat  he  hailed  with 
great  aatisfuclion  the  proceedings  of  that 
night.  From  that  day  parly  triumph 
ought  to  cease,  and  be  buried  in  total  ob- 
livion ;  and  he  declared  solemnly,  that  if 
be  thought  the  words  "  Orange  Lodges" 
could  be  construed  into  any  thing  like  • 
party  triumph,  rather  than  a  mere  dis- 
tinctive appellation,  after  the  speeches  of 
the  riglit  hon.  Baronet  (the  Member  for 
Tamworth),  and  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Colonel  (the  Member  for  Sligo),  he  could 
not  possibly  consent  to  fix  such  a  stigma 
upon  that  body.  He  thought  the  intro- 
duction of  the  words  "  Orange  Lodges" 
was  necessary  for  the  intelligibility  of  the 
resolution,  and  if  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo> 
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Ireland  a  Ipecification  of  which  woald  [ 
reader  the  rei(dution  leu  invidious,  he  for 
one  was  ready  to  content  to  it.  But  what 
course  did  the  hon.  Gentlemen  puiBoe  in 
1829,  ID  passing  a  temporary  Act  of  Par- 
liaiDCDt  making  the  Catholic  Association 
perpetually  illegal  ?  It  was  done  so  aa  to 
put  an  end  to  it,  and  no  man  felt  per- 
•onally  affected  by  that  political  exclu- 
■ioQ.  Its  object  was  ful6l!ed.  For  his 
(Mr.  O'Connell's}  part,  he  sincerely  hoped, 
from  the  candid  and  manly  atowal  of  the 
gallant  Member  for  Sligo,  that  the  Orange 
Lodges  would  see  the  propriety  of  dis- 
solving voluntarily,  though  from  what  fell 
tttm  llie  gallant  Colonel  opposite  (Colonel 
Veraer),  who  seemed  to  say  (and  if  he 
misunderstood  him  he  should  be  glad  to 
be  set  right),  that  he  for  one  would  not 
abandon  the  institution,  he  had  no  strong 
expectation  of  the  fact.  The  gallant 
Member  certainly  possessed  considerable 
influence  with  that  body,  and  if  he  chose 
to  lake  that  part  and  continue  the  Lodges, 
and  that  any  future  Administration  re- 
ceived an  address  from  an  Orange  Lodge 
— and  there  were  Administratious  who  did 
receive  addresses  from  Orangemen — then 
the  resolutions  of  the  noble  Lord  would 
stand  recorded  on  the  hooks  of  thai  House 
condemning  the  Act.  That  was  one  ad- 
vantage in  retaining  the  words  in  the  re- 
solution.  The  resolution  was  not  a  triumph 
to  any  party;  there  could  be  no  triutnph, 
after  what  had  passed  that  night.  The 
Orangemen  had  given  an  honourable  proof 
of  their  conciliatory  spirit,  and  he  was 
sure,  that  their  genuine  loyalty,  of  which 
they  were  so  proud,  would  be  a  shield  a 
a  safeguard  to  protect  them  from  any  ii 
putalion.  He  was  sure  not  the  slightest 
censure  could  attach  to  them.  The  words 
were  not  an  imputation,  but  merely  a 
specification.  There  was  no  possible  dis- 
grace or  disapprobation,  he  repeated,  to 
be  inferred  from  them.  The  former  reaO' 
lulions  of  his  Friend,  the  Member  for  Mid' 
dleset,  were  certainly  calculated  to  affix  a 
stigma  and  a  censure,  and  for  this  reason, 
after  what  had  occurred  that  night,  he 
would  not  support  them.  The  conduct 
of  the  noble  Lord  was  highly  temperate 
and  creditable,  and  deserved  the  approba- 
tion of  the  House,  and  if  there  were  a 
division  he  would,  undoubtedly,  vote  for 
the  noble  Lord's  amendment. 

Mr.  Randal  Plunhtt  having  been  him- 
self personally  assailed,  as  well  as  allusion 
having  been  made  to  a  noble  relative  of 
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his,  thondit  the  House  ought  to  hear  htm. 
He  would  Just  read  the  eitract  from  ths 
paper  alluded  to,aQd  then  the  House  would 
see  that  he  could  not  have  meant  to  con- 
vey the  idea  hinted  at;  but  he  would  tell 
the  House  what  he  must  have  written,  and 
then  the  House  could  judge.  He  must 
have  meant  that  the  Orange  Society  waa 
the  only  one  comprising  persons  of  all 
ranks,  viz.,  from  the  rank  nearest  to  the 
Throne  to  the  poorest  peasant  He  should 
not  condescend  to  defend  himself  or  the 
Orangemen  from  a  charge  of  treason.  He 
came  down  to  the  House  fully  prepared 
with  most  important  documents  to  prove 
the  existence  and  character  of  those  com- 
binations againstProtestants,  which  render 
such  an  union  thereof,  if  not  absolutely 
necessary,  at  least  desirable  ;  hut,  in  the 
present  disposition  of  the  House,  he  should 
not  even  allude  to  thera.  He  could  only 
say,  that  whatever  might  be  the  pleasure 
of  his  most  gracious  Majesty,  in  whatever 
way  signi6ed  by  his  responsible  advisers, 
he  would  exert  hia  influence,  as  far  as  it 
extended,  in  the  county  over  which  a  noble 
relative  of  his,  who  had  been  alluded  to, 
presides  as  lieutenant.  He  did  not  mean  to 
blame  the  manner  inwhich  that  allusion  was 
made,  to  induce  others  to  obey  honestly, 
sincerely,  and  promptly,  notwithstanding 
the  pain  he  felt  at  the  present  decision. 
But  he  must  press  upon  the  noble  Lord,  if 
he  expected  them  either  to  have  or  to 
exert  any  influence  with  their  brother 
Oran|;emeD',  to  withdraw  the  offensive  ex- 
pression in  his  Amendment.  The  loyalty 
of  the  Orangemen  was  not  conditional 
loyalty,  as  they  should  prove,  whatever  it 
might  cost  them. 

Mr,  .SAaw  said, he  rose  for  no  other  pur- 
pose, at  that  period  of  the  debate,  than  to 
entreat  his  hon.  Friends  behind  him,  con- 
nected with  the  Orange  society,  under  all 
the  circumstances,  not  to  divide  the  House. 
He  felt  for  their  situation,  and  he  could 
not  sufficiently  express  his  admiration  of 
the  candour,  the  ingenuousness,  and  the 
manliness  with  which  they  had  stated  their 
willingness  dutifully  to  submit  to  the  plea- 
sure of  the  Crown,  when  once  it  should  be 
declared.  He  must,  too,  add  his  warmest 
and  sincerest  thanks  to  those  which  his 
hon.  Friends  had  already  received,  for  the 
great  sacriRce  they  were  prepared  to  make 
of  private  and  personal  feeling  in  deference 
to  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  those  friends 
who  had  the  good  fortune  to  think  and  act 
with  them  on  almost  every  question  of 
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public  inlereit,  and  at  a  time  when  it  was 
■0  important  that  no  circamatance  ihould 
divide  the  influence,  or  weaken  the  strength 
of  that  great  constitutional  party  with 
which  they  were  identified.  He  couid  not, 
however,  but  strongly  put  it  to  the  judg' 
ment  and  great  taste  of  the  noble  Loid, 
aTter  the  temperate  and  judicious  speech 
the  noble  Lord  had  made,  to  withdraw  the 
words  "  Orange  lodges,"  to  which  otgec- 
tion  had  been  taken  by  hit  hon.  Friends, 
and  leave  the  resolution  general.- -The 
noble  Lord  would,  by  that  means,  belter 
promote  the  object  he  proressed,  of  putting 
■n  end  to  secret  associations,  and  allaying 
party  spirit,  without  allowing  the  transac- 
tiooi  of  that  night  to  wear  the  aspect  of  a 
party  triumph — although  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin  (Mr.  O'Con- 
neli)  had  altogether  disclaimed  that  inter 
pretation  of  it.  He  believed  that  the  noble 
Lord  would  assent  to  omit  the  words,  nera 
he  to  consult  his  own  better  feelings  and  un- 
biassed judgment — but  if  the  noble  Lord 
atill  persisted  in  bit  refusal—be,  noiwith* 
■tanding,  would  implore  bis  hon.  Friends 
ratber  to  suffer  the  objectionable  words  to 
lemain,  than  bring  tht  question  to  a  divi- 
sion upon  a  point  which  was  after  all  rather 
litwal  than  real,  when  upon  the  substan- 
tial question  the^  had  so  generously  over- 
Cpme  tbeir  own  inclinatioas — and  when  a 
diriaion  must  tend  to  the  embarrassment 
of  other*,  wboae  anxious  desire  had  been 
•spressed,  and  he  believed  most  sincerely 
was  to  act  with  bit  Hon.  Friends  on  ibat 
occasion, 

Mr.  Anthonif  Lefroy  rose  amidst  loud 
cries  of  "  question,"  and  said,  that  al^r 
•0  protracted  a  debate,  he  should  rather 
have  abttaiood  from  offering  any  observa- 
tions, if  ha  had  not  bren  personally  allu- 
ded to  by  the  bon.  Member  for  Cornwall, 
in  a  apeecb  which  ha  must  be  allowed  to 
say,  appeared  to  him  to  be  most  in- 
temperate, and  to  contain  very  unfounded 
charges  against  alt  Orange  bodies  ;  and 
therefore,  being  aware  how  much  the 
silence  of  a  sincere  Orangeman  en  such  an 
occasion  might  be  misrepresented,  he  im- 
plored the  indulgence  of  the  House  whilst 
be  shortly  addressed  them,  not  in  defence 
of  the  Orangemen  of  England— for  if  ihey 
had  erred,  at  had  been  described  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cornwall,  it  was  suffi. 
cient  for  him  (Mr.  A.  Lefroy)  to  know 
and  repeat,  what  had  been  already  de- 
clared by  bis  hon.  Friend,  the  secretary  of 
the  irifb  PtftDgaaen,  that  they  foroed  no 


part  of  the  lyitem  with  which  be  was  con* 
nected,  and  that  the  body  to  which  he 
belonged  were  atrictly  of  a  defensive  cha- 
racter— and  bound  together  by  the  strictest 
ties  of  loyalty  and  christian  feeling.  His 
object  now  was  to  express  the  satisfaction 
he  felt  in  the  conciliatory,  but  firm  tone  of 
his  hon  Friend,  the  Member  for  Cavao  ; 
and  he  Bsreed  also  with  him,  and  the 
noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  Lancashire, 
in  ihmking,  that  the  Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department  had  proposed  the  Ad- 
dress in  mild  and  gratifying  terms,  par- 
ticularly as  he  had,  in  reply  to  the  wish 
expressed  by  bis  hon.  Friends,  declared 
that  he  had  not  intended  to  cast  any  cen- 
sure upon  the  Orange  body  by  the  inser- 
tion of  their  name,  but  that  it  was  done  in 
accordance  with  tba  proceedings  of  the 
House ;  at  the  same  lime  he  could  not 
express  any  approbation  of  the  motives 
that  influenced  the  noble  Lord  in  proposing 
these  resolutions  ;  he  believed  that  he  was 
urged  beyond  bis  own  sense  of  justice  and 
fairness,  by  a  secret  and  dangerous  power; 
and  he  wasihe  more  convinced  of  this  by  the 
fact  of  the  noble  Lord  still  persevering  in 
resistiug  the  powerful  appeals  of  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Member  for  Lancashire,  and 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for 
Tamworth,  Under  such  circumstances,  if 
he  were  to  consult  hi*  own  feelings,  be 
would  not  consent  to  the  resolution  ;  but 
at  it  appeared  to  his  ban.  Friends  that 
more  good  would  be  effected  by  abstain- 
ing from  a  division,  he  would  rather 
endure  even  the  insult  put  upon  him  asaD 
Orangeman,  by  such  a  majority  of  thia 
House,  than  intercept  the  accomplish- 
ment of  any  real  benefit;  and  from  what 
he  knew  of  Orangemen  and  their  feelings, 
he  hoped,  nay,  he  ventured  to  declare, 
that  if  the  House  passed  the  resolution, 
and  the  King  recommended  the  Orange 
losttlution  to  dissolve,  the  Orangemen 
would  sincerely  and  immediately  acquiesce 
in  the  recommendstion,  and  not  adopt 
the  example  of  those  who  had  boasted  they 
would  drive  ■  carriage  through  an  Act  of 
Parliament. 

Mr,  //mm  said,  though  he  liked  bit 
own  lesolotions  best,  be  would  withdraw 
them  for  the  resolntion  of  the  noble 
Lord. 

Mr.  Edward  J.  Cooptr  said,  he  had  the 
honour  of  possessing  the  confidence  gene- 
rally of  the  county  of  Sligo,  not  only 
amongst  Orangemen  and  Protetlantt,  but 
Roman   Catholics  alto;   ud  be  wu  of 
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opintoD,  that  if  the  woidi  were  allowed  to 
lemaii),  ibe  mass  of  Oraagemen  ia  that 
county  would  think  it  a  stain  and  a 
stigma,  and  that  a  party  triumph  was 
achieved.  And  though  he  should  go  the 
full  length  of  recommending  the  Orange- 
men of  Sligo,  who  had  placed  him  at 
their  head,  to  conform  to  the  express  wish 
of  his  Majesty,  he  yet  could  not  conceal 
from  himseir  or  the  House,  (hat  (he  means 
of  accomplishing  this  end  would  be  consi- 
derably weakened,  if  the  words  objected  to 
were  allowed  to  remain  in  the  resolution. 

Colonel  Vemer  said,  he  should  move 
that  the  words  be  left  out,  and  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  take  the  opinion  of  the 
House  upon  the  question. 

Colonel  Verner's  amendment  was  ne- 
gatived without  a  division,  and  Lord 
John  Russell's  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSE    OF  tOEDS, 
Thursday,  Februaty  Z5,   1836. 

Hnmn.]  BilU.  Rod  •  OiM  Umai— Dmd  FoMnti 
Tmtta  oTAldii  and  Eiieb«qun  BBli. 

FetiUau  pmmtfld.  ftj  Lord  Wtvfobd.  ttom  Ovdai 
md  Oesupin  ct  I^nd  it  WilUngeKd,  arrkddn.  to- 
RtUcC — Bi  L«d  DaaiuH,  flum  Ru«b;,  inltToutaf  Uw 

of  LomOHinMRi,   from  Weill.    Somenetihlre;    fttini 
Bildinid,    CmtcMfe,    wd   oUm  PlniMi, 


OAAycB  Association.]  The  Marquess 
of  Londonderry  said,  he  took  that  opportU' 
nity  to  state  to  their  Lordships  thslit  was 
his  intention  on  this  day  week  to  move,"  that 
a  message  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, requesting  that  a  Copy  of  the  Com- 
mons' Report  upon  Orange  Societies 
be  communicated  to  (heir  Lordships."  He 
would  have  selected  an  earlier  day,  but 
the  subject  which  he  was  about  to  bring 
before  the  House,  in  consequence  of  extra- 
ordinary  insinuations,  and  eittraordinary 
party  observations,  that  had  been  made 
on  certain  letters  of  his  in  another  place, 
might  lead  to  some  discussion  with  re- 
spect to  Orange  societies  in  geaeval ;  and 
ha  was  there^re  unwilling  to  introduce 
the  question  in  the  absence  of  a  noble 
Earl,  who,  he  hoped,  would  be  in  his 
place  when  the  discussion  came  on.  In 
justice  to  himself,  be  could  not  allow  one 
single  hour  to  pass,  without  stating  his 
intention  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  (beir 
Lordships  the  mode  and  manner — he 
might  say  the  scandalous  manner — in 
which,  for  party  and   political  purposes, 
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attacks  had  been  made  on  iodividnals 
who,  perhaps,  least  of  any  others,  shonld 
have  been  dragged  before  the  public,  as 
being  connected  with  any  Orange  society 
or  ingtitulion.  It  was  extraordinary  that  he 
should  have  been  thus  alluded  to — he  who 
had  always  given  his  strongest  support  to 
Catholic  emancipalion.  But  that  circum- 
stance showed  to  what  extent  party-men 
would  go,  when  they  thus  dragged  indivi- 
duals before  the  public,  for  the  purpose  of 
insinuating  iliat  a  change  had  taken  place 
in  their  minds  on  that  important  question. 
He  stood  merely  In  this  situation — tliat  he 
had  received  letters  from  an  individual 
whom  he  did  not  know,  and  to  whom  he 
had  not  written,  in  the  first  instance, 
while  he  was  in  the  north  of  England, 
which  letters  might  have  been  written  to 
any  noble  Lord  on  that  or  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House;  and  then  his  compli> 
mentary  answer  was  worked  up  by  the 

Eublic  press,  and  by  the  parties  to  whom 
e  had  alluded,  into  a  sort  of  charge,  ai 
if  he  had  been,  at  any  time  in  the  course 
of  his  life,  connected  with  Orange  societies, 
or  had  attended  their  meetings.  He  conld 
not,  without  the  utmost  indignation,  think 
of  any  change  in  the  succession  to  the 
Crown,  as  was  said  to  be  mentioned  in 
some  of  the  correspondence  that  had  been 
referred  to.  If  any  ihiug  of  the  kind  had 
been  brought  under  his  consideration,  he 
should  have  spurned  it  with  all  the  indig- 
nation that  it  merited.  He  felt  so  warmly 
on  this  subject,  that  he  would  certainly 
bring  down  ihe  whole  of  those  letters,  and 
read  them  verbatim  to  their  Lordships.  He 
would  then  answer  the  calumnies  that  had 
been  levelled  at  him  ;  and  he  would  show 
to  that  House,  and  to  the  public,  that  bo 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  that  he  never 
had  any  communication,  good,  bad,  or 
indifierent,  with  the  Orange  Association. 
Tlie  mode  in  which  this  subject  was 
brought  forward  by  an  Individual  in 
another  place,  bad  the  effect  of  insinuating 
base  calumnies  against  those  who  did  not 
merit  them  ;  and  when  the  noble  Viscount 
(Melbourne)  talked  of  base  and  slanderous 
insinuations,  it  would  be  well  if  he  would 
think  how  unjustly  parties  were  dragged 
before  the  public  by  those  who  supported 
the  noble  Viscount's  political  views.  He 
would  take  the  opportunity,  when  he 
brought  forward  his  Motion,  to  enter  at 
)ai^  on  (he  question  of  those  base  insinu- 
ations to  which  the  noble  Viscount  had 
alluded  on  a  former   evcDing,    and  he 
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tfnited  that  tho  noble  ViKount  would 
give  lOtne  expUnalion  on  the  lubject.    He 
bad  pronounced  a  tpeech  on  the  occasion 
to  which  the  noble  Viscount  had  alluded, 
bat  ai  the  noble  Viicount  had  not  referred 
to  it  the  other  evening,  he  had  not  deemed 
it  necessary  to  make  anjr  observation  on 
what  had  fallen  from  him.     It  was  not 
hia  intention  to  do  so  now ;  but  when  the 
proper  occaiion  arrived,  he  should  cer- 
Uinly    itBte    his    opinion.      The    advice 
which    he   gave   to   the   body   of  .      _ 
whom  he  had  addressed  on  the  occasioo 
to  which  reference  had  been  made,  he  was 
ready  (o  abide  by.    When  he  found  per- 
•ons   ID   another   place   carrying    to    the 
Utmost  extent  (heir  calumiiies  and  insinu- 
■tion*  Bgainit  noble    Lords  who    sat  on 
that  (tliB  Opposition)  tide  of  the  House, 
h*  thought  it  wa*  high  time  for  ihem  to 
stand  forward  and  meet  those  calumnies 
•nd  ioainuBiions  with  the   most  distinct, 
dlract,  and  positive  denials.    They,   un- 
fortunalely,  lived  in  limes  when  the  inno- 
eenl,  y,  even  ihe  most  innocent,  were, 
in  consequence  of   the  bsie  statements 
liikt  were  fabricated  against  them,  falsely 
wppoicd  to  be  guilty.    Their  Lordships 
ought    not    \o  lufl'er  those  insinuations 
•g4insl  publir:  men  to  go  abroad  uncon. 
Wailuitad,    They  must  be  met  In  a  manly 
utd    straightforward    manni-r.     Injurious 
alUKMif'tis  wm  hnurly  made,  in  an  under- 
karid  maniKir.agninit  thuso  who  cherished 
llta    fwlliiitB  of  loyally,   and   who   were 
uiinuiM  In  sUikI  liy  the  Instiluiions   of 
this     grasl    luiinKy.      Hitch    nljognlions 
hiiuhl    lu    Itn   rapi'lliHl  |  and,   that  nublo 
|,iiiils    niliflit    linvn    Hu    opportunity    of 

Mating  <hi<*r  npliih hu  shtiiildon  'liiurs- 

day  imsl  miivn  fiir  a  t  \»iy  nflhu  t'ummoni' 

ItmiMil sriHx  K<H>U<tli>i. 

|M(I    Wuufhrit  WHS    hnpiiy    that  (he 
niildn   Maripinss  hitil  jiivnu  ttiitlcn  uT  hli 
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I'ult  11  tu 
It  WHS  nut 


(i-xl  rmi  di 
liH  liiidHlf  I'l 

Itit  liiltotUoi)  (It  iiKikH  any  iiliinviiilxin 
|h»  *>ih|Ml  Hi  ptniniif,  tiiil  wliPii 
Miilliiii  witi  liiliiiilui'i'd.  Iio  wmihl  I'luKii 
Ilia  ltididH»i«  ■'  "t  ll>>-it  l'i>id>l>lp<  whd«  lin 
llHlKil  hi*  (i|iJiil«ii*.  Wlipu  tlin  iiiiipcr 
iUw  Hlllvf<di  liK  wtiiild  ilit'W  Ihitl  tlioii' 
Ili'iMitHltiiiK,  *ii  liii  H«  Uk'Y  (•'■iH'i'lod  hiin 
(hit,  WM«  |iii>lH|lf  \m\  Hl<i»lul«lv  lulx' 
Mini  iiiititiMiil<  >l 


UinVTH.]     PMltlODI  mHBM.      Bf  Mt.   E.    B.   Cuv*, 
mm  Spirit  Dcalm  at  Hattxi.  tai  ■  lUducUta  of  tha 

Aberdebn  Public  Schools.]  Mr. 
Bannerman  moved  the  second  reading  of 
the  Aberdeen  Public  SchooU  Bill. 

Captain  Gordon  felt  it  hia  duty  to  oppose 
this  Bill,  which  went  to  divert  to  a  totally 
different  purpose  funds  that  had  been  left 
fcr  a  specific  object.  The  fund  in  question 
had  been  left  by  Sir  A.  Hay,  in  the  middle 
of  the  ntb  century,  for  the  maintenance 
and  repairing  of  the  bridge  over  the  Don 
at  Aberdeen  ;  and  the  testator  adjured  those 
to  whom  the  trust  was  con6ded,  namely, 
the  town-council  and  magistrates  of  Aber- 
deen, to  fulfil  it  faithfully  and  for  ever,  as 
they  would  answer  for  it  at  the  day  of 
judgment.  Thor  late  much-calumniated 
Magistrates  of  Aberdeen  had  faithfully  ad- 
hered to  the  terms  of  the  trust  and  the  in- 
tentions of  the  donor,  but  it  wad  now  pro* 
poied  bv  the  new  town-council  to  tale 
6,000/.  out  of  the  accumulated  fund  of  this 
trust,  and  apply  it  to  the  erection  of  schoob 
in  Aberdeen. 

Mr.  BaHHfrnutM  :  I  am  glad  that  the 
Member  for  the  county  of  Aberdeen  has 
chosen  to  o\ipnae  this  Bill  on  its  second  read- 
ing, because  if  the, House  shall  agree  with 
him  ill  thinking  that  its  principle  is  unjust, 
mid  that  it  forma  a  dangerous  precedent,  it 
will  itf  course  be  thrown  out  at  this  stage, 
which  will  «avo  its  promotew,  the  Magis- 
trate* and  ciiiiens  of  Aberdeen,  whom  I 
have  the  honour  to  represent,  a  great  deal 
of  nnnoiv^sary  trouble  and  expense  in  a 
CiimmillM'  up  stairs.  It  becomes  necesstrr 
fur  ntc,  thcrefor<^,  shortly  to  esplain  to  the 
House  the  nature  of  this  Bill.  It  is  en- 
tltlc.1  n  IWII  for  the  erection  of  Public 
Si'hiNils  in  the  city  of  Aberdeen ;  and  to  ~ 
cnabli'.the  cor|M>ratiim  to  eivrt  such  schools, 
hcv  aiiplv  to  l^artiament  to  sanction  the 
iiip'rupriutuni  of  (i.OOOl.  or  7,000/.,  being 
he  inuiiuut  of  an  accumulated  fund  under 
heir  mnun)^'ment,  and  I  may  add,  in  my 
»)>lulun,  wtiich  is  under  their  complete 
t'liiiliiiU  My  hon.  Friend  has  stated  the 
nuliiti'  of  that  fund  ;  the  Houn  will  hear 
iMih  aldci;  1  will  hImi  stale  the  nature  uf 
It,  hi  the  yt>nr  Kiaia  gentleman  named 
Sir  Alcxnmh'r  lluy  beqneaihcd rcrtain  ape- 
')lli'  feu  diiiio*  or  wnniial  rents  amounting 


III  ^'f.  .\t.  (tiJ.  Klerlliig.  for  rv|Niiring  und  uiv- 
h»l>liiiK  a  bridge  over  the  river  Don,  witb- 
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in  amile  anda-balfoftliecilyof  Aberdeen, 
which  bed  been  built  hy  King  Robert 
Bruce.  This  bridge,  which  bos  Rtood  the 
lapse  of  centuries,  is  now  in  a  complete  state 
of  repair,  and  in  all  pnibubilitj  will  stand 
formally  centuries  tocome.  It  is  the  same 
"  Bridge  of  Balgony"  which  is  noticed  by 
Lord  Byron  in  a  note  to  one  of  his  cele- 
brated effiiBions;  and,  singular  enough, 
ofle  of  the  schools  which  is  proposed  to  be 
rebuilt  at  Aberdeen  by  this  Bill,  is  that  in 
which  the  noble  bard  received  the  ele- 
ments of  hi«  early  education.  This  bridge 
haTing  been  built  during  the  reign  of  Ro- 
bert Bruce,  the  House  may  suppose  that  it 
is  a  pretty  solid  structure ;  indeed,  although 
the  citizens  of  Aberdeen  contributed  largdy 
for  upholding  it  more  than  two  centuries 
ago,  very  little  has  since  been  required  to 
keep  it  in  repair.  That  circumstance,  as 
well  BS  other  fortuitous  ones,  and  fortunate 
purchases  by  the  corporation  of  Aberdeen, 
with  the  funds  under  their  management, 
will  account  for  the  accumulation,  which 
ten  years  ago  amounted  to  18,000/.  Before 
I  state  to  the  House  how  the  greater  part 
of  that  surplus  was  appropriated  by  Parlia- 
ment, I  ought  also  to  state  to  the  House 
what  my  bon.  Friend  opposite  has  not 
forgotten  to  dwell  on,  that  the  deed  to 
which  I  have  alluded  provide*)  that  the  Ma- 
gistrates of  Aberdeen  shall  apply  "  the 
rents  and  feu  duties  for  the  repair  and 
maintenance  of  the  said  bridge,  and  for  nu 
other  purpose,  as  they  should  answer  to 
God  at  the  last  judgment."  Well,  Sir, 
notwithstanding  this  solemn  adjuration,  let 
us  see  how  the  former  calumniated  Magis- 
trates of  Aberdeen,  as  my  hon.  Friend  calls 
them,  dealt  with  this  fund  :  none  of  your 
reformed  town-councils,  but  good  old  Con- 
servative, self-elected  citizens.  I  find.  Sir, 
among  other  items,  the  following; 
179t.  Building  bridges  at    Ellon 

and  Yttan,  sixteen  miles 

distant  from  Aberdeen   -    £52  10  0 
Repairing  roads         -         -     100     0  0 
1793.  A   superb  gold  snufT-box  to 

Mr,  Secretary  Dundaa    -     105     0  0 

1797.  Engraving  plans         -         -       53     0  0 

1798.  Voted  aid  to  Oovemment  -     IS?  10  0 

1799.  Improving  roads        -         -     200     0  0 

Copy  plan  of  a  new  Bride- 
well nt  Glasgow      -       -      50     0  0 
1603.  Act    or  Parliament    for    a 

House  of  Correction  -  100  0  0 
1805.  Law  plea  about  ronds  •  68  0  0 
Patriotic  fund  at  Lloyd's  -  53  0  0 
Besides  these  sums,  a  considerable  sum  from 
this  fund  was  annually  expended  in  eating 
and  drinking,  and  360/.  was  expended  for 
VOL.  XXXI.  {£ti} 


obtaining  a  new  warrant  to  elect  Magis- 
trates, and  to  oppose  the  citizens  when 
they  applied  to  the  Crown  for  a  popular 
election,  when  the  city  was  disfranchised, 
in  the  year  1S18.  It  may  be  asked,  were 
their  appropriations  proper  and  right?  I 
answer,  no.  But,  Sir,  it  is  to  such  appro- 
priations I  object.  Let  Parliament  look 
at^r  this  fund,  and  see  that  it  is  appro- 
priated to  useful  and  beneficial  purposes. 
But,  notwithstanding  these  unauthorised 
appropriations,  which  took  place  under  the 
reign  of  my  hon.  Friend's  "  much  calum- 
niated Magistrates,"  the  fund  accumulated, 
in  18S5,  to  18,000/.  sterling;  and  bow  was 
it  applied?  I  will  tell  the  Houf«.  The 
access  to  the  old  bridge  is  circuitous  and 
steep,  and  the  country  gentlemen,  some  of 
whom  are  now  opposing  this  Bill,  finding 
it  very  convenient  to  have  a  more  direct 
road,  prevailed  on  the  magistrates  to  build 
a  new  bridge.  After  much  discussion  the 
Magistrates  applied  to  Parliament,  and  I 
bold  in  my  hand  a  Bill  authorising  the  ap- 
propriatiou  of  14,000/.  for  buildins  this  new 
bridge,  on  which  17,000/,,  I  bdieve,  was 
expended;  and  I  ask  the  House  whether 
that  Bill  infringed  on  the  principle  fot 
which  my  hon.  Friend  contends  ?  I  ask, 
whether  building  a  new  bridge  be  the  same 
as  maintaining  and  upholding  an  old  one 
distant  B  quarter  of  a  mile  from  each 
other?  It  will  be  said,  that  the  Bill  also 
provided  for  maintaining  and  upholding 
the  said  bridge.  Assuredly  it  did,  nnd 
Parliament  will  take  care  that  the  Bill 
which  I  now  submit  to  the  House  shall  not 
pass  without  a  similar  provision,  which  it 
expressly  contains.  I  recollect.  Sir,  that 
the  Bill  to  which  I  have  alluded,  was  op- 
po-^cd  in  this  House,  not  on  its  principle, 
but  because  it  was  thought  by  the  salmon 
fishery  proprietors  that  it  would  injure  the 
fishery  by  being  placed  in  a  shallow  part  of 
the  river,  the  old  bridge  being  erected 
over  a  part  vi'hich  is  four  or  five  fathoms 
deep.  Having  failed  to  convince  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  House  the  opposition  was 
continued  in  the  Peers,  end  the  "  solemn 
adjuration"  was  then  alluded  to  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  that  House,  of  which  a  right  rev. 
Prelate  formed  one  of  a  quorum.  Parti- 
cular emphasis  was  laid  by  the  learned 
Counsel  who  opposed  the  Bill,  on  the 
solemn  adjiiration  of  Sir  Alexander  Hay.  I 
was  not  in  Parliament,  but  happened  acci- 
dentally to  be  present,  and  what  remark 
did  the  rev.  Prelate  make  ?  "  Why,"  Miid  be 
"  if  a  new  and  more  ctimmodious  bridge  is 
is  to  be  built,  provided  there  are  ample 
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Sic  Oeorge  Clerk  thoti^t  tbey  had  no 
right  to  appropriate  those  fundi  to  ■  pnr- 
poie  totally  different  from  that  intended 
by  the  donor. 

Mr.  Wallace  taii,  they  had  heard  no 
Miniplaint  of  the  misappropriation  of  thow 
funds  when  Bpent  fonnerly  in  eating  and 
drinking,  but  a  cry  was  raised  now  against 
expending  any  portion  of  them  in  educating 
the  people.  He  thought  they  could  not  n 
better  applied. 

.  Hume  laid,  that  having  sat  for 
twelve  j-ears  as  Member  for  Aberdeen, 
though  he  never  got  a  vote  from  the  old 
town  during  that  time,  he  felt  naturally 
anxious  that  the  House  would  pan  an  Act 
like  the  present,  calculated  to  promote  the 


funds  to  maintain  and  uphold  the  old  one,  I 
think  the  ghost  of  the  testator  may  be 
appeased;  for  I  can  see  no  harm,  if  the 
funds  were  forthcoming,  to  build  a  church 
at  the  end  of  the  bridge."  Sir,  I  dare  say 
the  right  rev.  Prelate  had  just  as  much 
abhorrence  to  the  invasion  of  trusts  as 
these  country  gentlemen,  who  have  sent  in 
such  violent  leaulutinns  against  this  Bill. 
shall  not  detain  the  House  longer.  I  do 
hope  it  will  agree  to  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  the  promoters  of  which  are  the 
Magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  who  come  boldly 
forward  to  Parliament  to  sanction  the  ex- 
penditure of  a  few  thousand  pounds,  which 
can  be  applied  (o  no  purpose  so  useful  as 
that  of  promoting  education  in  a  very  large 
and  populous  city.  The  opposers  of  the 
Bill  aro  some  of  the  gentlemen  in  the 
adjacent  county ;  and  should  the  House 
agree  with  them  that  this  Bill  is  unjust 
principle,  and  most  dangerous  as  a  ni 
cedent,  I  do  hope  and  trust  that  the  collec- 
tive wisdom  of  this  nation  will  lay  down 
Borne  rules  for  the  future  guidance  of  thi 
MagiKtrates  of  Aberdeen  as  to  the  appro- 
priation uf  this  fund;  whether  It  is  to  be 
thrown  into  the  sea  or  the  river 
whether  it  is  to  be  consumed  by  eating  and 
drinking,  or  whether  Parliament  thinks  it 
is  a  more  legitimate  object  to  present 
gold  siiuff-boses  to  his  Majesty' 
then  to  educate  his  Majesty's  subjects,  or 
to  make  approaches  for  the  convenience  of 
•ome  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  of 
Aberdeen?  I  shall  not  detain  the  House 
longer.  I  hope  it  will  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion not  as  a  party  one ;  for  [  fear,  it  ii 
looked  on  by  some  individuals  in  the  nonh 
in  that  light.  I  came  here  with  no  such 
feelings,  and  whatever  the  decision  of  the 
House  may  be,  the  promoters  of  the  Bill, 
I  am  sure,  will  bow  to  that  decision- 
Mr.  Prin^le  opposed  the  Bill,  on  the 
ground  that  it  went  to  efibct  an  entire  di- 
version of  the  funds  from  the  purposes  to 
which  the  donor  intended  them  to  he  Bp< 
plied. 

Mr.  JViUiam  Campbell  iiSerti  loto  cato 
from  bis  hon.  Friend.  He  trusted  that  the 
House  would  give  its  sanction  to  this  Bill, 
which  went  to  apply  a  portion  of  this  sur- 
plus lo  the  providing  education  fur  the 
people  of  Scotland.  The  Tories  did  not 
fcniplc   to  apply  those  funds  to  the  pro- 


interests  of  the  people  there. 

Mr.  S.  Mackenzie  supported  the  Bill. 

Lord  Sandon  said,  that  the  general  prac> 
tice  in  cases  of  this  kind  was  to  refer  the 
appropriation  of  the  accumulated  mrplui 
to  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

Mr.  Bannerman  observed,  they  had  no 
Court  of  Chancery  in  Scotland. 

Lord  SandoH  said,  they  had  surely  ■ 
Court  possessed  of  analogous  powen  ther^ 
and  it  was  to  such  a  tribunal,  and  not  to 
that  House,  the  appropriation  of  thii  money 
should  be  Werred. 

The  House. divided  on  the  Question  of 
the  second  reading :  Ayee  116;  Noei  7S; 
Majority  i6. 

ZJsl  of  the  ArsB. 


Lr 


lid  snuff'boxes  for  Lords  of  the 


Admiralty ,and  good  dinners  for  themseh 
but  they  were  £ocked  at  a  proposal  for  ap- 
plying a  portion  of  them  to  the  education 
of  tbo  people. 


Acbeson,  Locd 
Agllonby,  II.  A. 
Aimworlb,  P. 
Bngshaw,  J. 
Baines,  B. 
Baldwin,  Dr. 
Barnard,  R.  O. 
Bellcn,  K.  M. 
Bellew,  Sir  P. 
Denelt,  J. 
BUckburne,  J. 

Bridgsman,  H. 
BroIhertOD,  J. 
Bronnrigg,  J.  S. 
Buckingham,  J.S. 
Duller,  Col. 
Byng,  G.  S. 
CBllaghan,  D. 
Chalmers,  I'. 
ChilJers,— 
Clay,  W. 
Clive,  E.  B. 
Crawford,  W.S. 
Cra»ford,  W. 
Dillwyo,  L.  W. 
Divelt,  E. 
Duncombe,  T. 


Dnodas,  J.  D. 
Ferguson,  Sir  R, 
Ferguson,  R. 
Fergusson,  C, 
Finn,  W.  F, 
Filzaimon,C. 
Folkes,  Sir  W. 
Giikell,  D. 
Gillon,  W.  D. 
GUbome,T. 
Goring,  H.  D. 
Greene,  T.  0. 
Grey,  Sir  O. 
Grey,  C. 
Cntil,  J.  3. 
Harland,  W.  C. 
Hay,  Sir  A.  L. 
Ilecior.C. 
Iltndley,  C. 
Hodges,  T.  L. 
Hodges,  T. 
Hollaed,  E. 
Home,  J. 

Langton,  Col.  G. 
Leader,  J.  T. 
LetiDOX,  Lord  G. 
Lyndi,  II.  A. 
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Hackeniie,  J.  S.  Ruthven,  E.  S. 

Uacleod,  R.  Sanford,  E.  A. 

Mucnamara,  Major  Scholefield,  J. 

Mangles,  J.  Scoll,  J.  W. 

Marjori banks,  S.  Sliarpe,  M. 

Marsland.  U.  Sheil,  R.  L. 

Maule,  Hon.  F.  Sheldon,  E.  R.  C. 

Morriaon,  J.  Stanley,  E. 

Murray,  J.  A.  Sieaatt,  R. 

Musgrave,  Sir  R.  Slewart,  P. 

North,  F.  Strickland,  Sir  G. 

0'Connell,D.  Sluart,  Lord  D. 

O'Connell,  J.  Tancred,  H.  W. 

O'Coniiell,  M.  Tlioinpson,  T.  P. 

O'Connell,  M.  J.  Thornely,  T. 

O'Connell.  M,  Townely,  R.  G. 

U'Conor,  Don.  Trelawney,  Sir  W. 

Oliph«n(,  h.  Tynie,  C.  J.  K. 

O'Loghlen,  S«^eanl  Wakley,  T. 

Oawald,  J.  Walker,  C.  A. 

Parker,  J.  Walker,  R. 

ParneU,SirH.  Wallace,  R. 

Patron,  J.       ,  Waaon,  R. 

Pendarres,  E.  Wballey,  Sir  S. 

Philips,  M.  White,  S. 

Potter,  R.  Wilki,  J. 

Pouller,  J.S.  Wilmot,  Sir  J. 

Price,  Sir  It.  VVinninglon,  Sir  T. 

Pryme,  G.  Winniiigton,  H. 

Robinson,  O.  R.  Wiotlesley,  Sir  J. 
Roche,  D.  TELLERS. 

Roebuck,  J.  A:  Baonerman,  A. 

Ruibven,  £.  Campbell,  W. 

iu(o/iAcNoE9. 

AUager,CapUiii  Gladslone,  T. 

Arbulhaot,  Hod.  H.  Gordon,  W. 

BainbridDe,  E.  Goulburn,  Rt.Uou.  II. 

Balfour,  T.  Gresley,  Sir  R. 

Barclay,  C.  Grimslon,  Viscouot 

Bateson,  SirR.  liaise,  J. 

Beckett,  Sir  J.  Hamilton,  Lord  C. 

Bell,  M.  Hanmer,  Sir  J. 

Bethell,  R.  Hardv,  J. 

Black*tone,W.S.  Ilenniker,  Lord 

Bonham,  F.  R.  Ingham,  R. 

Borthwick,  P.  Johnstone,  J,  J.  II. 

Bruce,  C.  Jones,  T. 

Brudenell,  Lord  Irion,  S. 

Buller,  Sir  J.  Y.  Kearsley,  H.  J, 
Oampbell.Sir  H.  P.B.    Knaichbull,  Sir  B. 

Castlereagh,  Vise.  Lister,  E.  C. 

Chandoa,  Marq.  of  I.otigfieUI,  J. 

Chisholm,  A.  Lygon,  Hon.CoI.H.B. 

Compton,  H.  C.  Mackinnon,  T, 

CoQDlly,  Colonel  Marsland,  T. 

Corry,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  Miles,  W. 

Duffield,  T.  Parker,  M.  E.  N. 

Easinor,  Viscount  Peel,W,  (Taranotth.) 

EgertoD,  Lord  F.  Plumplre,  John  P. 

Elley,  Sir  J.  Pollington,  Vise. 

Eniwisle,  J.  Powell,  Colonel  W. 

Fector,J.  M.  Price,  Richard 

Ferguson,  G.  Puaey,  P. 

Forbea,  W.  Rae.Sir  W. 
Forrester,  Hon.  C.W.     Ross,  C. 

Fresh&eld,J.  W.  Saodon, Viacount. 


Smyth,  Sir  G.  Worlley,  Hon.  J. 

Somerset,  Lord  G.  Wyndham,  Wadharo 
Stanley,  Edward  tellers. 

Trevor,  Hon.  Arthur.  Clerk,  Sir  G. 

TreTor,  Hon.  R.  Priiigle,  A. 
Wilbraham,  R.  B. 

Obanoe  Lodoes— Answer  to  tbb 
Address.]  Lord  John  Russell  appeared 
at  the  Bar,  and  acquainted  the  House  that 
his  Majesty  having  been  waited  upon  with 
the  Address  of  that  House,  waspleased  to  re- 
turn the  following  most  gracious  answer:  — 
"  William  Rex. — 1  willingly  assent  to  the 
prayer  of  the  Adilress  of  my  faithful  Com- 
mons, that  [  will  he  pleased  to  take  such 
measures  as  may  seem  lo  me  advisable  for 
the  effectual  discouragement  of  Orange 
Lodges,  and  generally  of  all  political  socie- 
ties, excluding  persons  of  a  different  reli- 
gious faith,  using  secret  signs  and  symhols, 
and  acting  by  means  of  associated  branches. 
It  is  my  firm  intention  to  dbcourage  all 
Eucli  societies  in  my  dominions,  and  I  rely 
with  confidence  on  the  fidelity  of  my  loyal 
subjects  to  support  me  in  this  determinn- 

To  be  entered  on  the  Journals  and 
printed. 

DuTV  ON  Paper.]  Lord  Francis 
Egerton  rose  to  present  a  petition,  signed 
hy  seventy  of  the  largest  paper- manufac- 
turers in  the  kingdoms,  some  of  them  his 
own  constituents,  and  paying,  he  believed, 
more  than  half  the  whole  amount  of  revenue 
flowing  into  the  Exchequer  under  that  head. 
They  were  anxious  that  the  case  they  had 
to  present  to  the  House  should  he  considered 
at  the  present  moment,  thinking,  as  he  pre- 
sumed correctly,  thia  was  the  period  when 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should 
naturally  and  peculiarly  be  directed  to  the 
financial  arrangements  of  the  year.  They 
had  reason,  in  common,  he  believed  and 
hoped,  with  the  public  at  large,  to  suppose 
that  the  revenues  of  the  country  offered 
some  prospect  of  enabling  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  effect  a  reduction  in  imposts 
to  some  considerable  amount,  and  they 
wished  to  sliow  to  the  House  the  reasons 
they  had  for  supposing  that  their  case 
yielded  perhaps  to  none  in  urgency,  and 
possessed  claims  on  the  attention  of  Govern- 
ment which  could,  whether  in  justice  or 
expediency,  he  postponed  to  no  otber.  The 
petition  contained  three  principal  grounds 
of  complaint; — first,  it  complained  that  the 
amount  of  duty  imposed  on  this  manufac- 
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ture  was  esorbiMnt;  secondly,  tliat  the 
mode  in  which  it  whs  imposed  was  pecu- 
liarly oppressive  to  the  manufacturer,  en- 
couraged fraud,  kd  to  the  depression  of  the 
&ir  trader,  and  the  defalcation  of  the  Ex- 
chequer; further  (and  this  was  a  circum- 
stance which  be  was  sure  would  meet  the 
full  and  favourable  consideration  of  the 
House),  the  pelition  complained  that  the 
tax  WHS  in  its  nature  opposed  to  the  exten- 
sion of  literature  and  the  general  difTuKion 
of  knowledge.  With  regard  to  the  exor- 
bitancy of  the  imixtst,  it  was  sufficient  to 
sny,  that  contrary  to  the  original  intention 
of  the  Legislature,  which  in  the  reign  of 
Anne,  first  enacted  duties  on  the  manufac- 
ture of  paper,  the  ad  valorem  amount  of  the 
duty  pressi'd  most,  heavily  on  the  inferior  ar- 
ticlesof  the  first  classpaper.  Now,  the  notion 
he  had  naturally  entertained  of  the  first  class 
paper  wa.',  that  it  described  the  superior 
quality  uscdforthcnoblerpurposcs of  writing 
and  publication  ;  but  nut  Eo, — in  the  first 
class  was  included  every  description  of  paper, 
other  than  brown  paper,  made  of  one  par- 
ticular material,  tar  rope,  from  which  the 
tar  had  not  been  extracted  ;  and  the  second 
class  was  confined  to  that  made  exclusively 
of  old  ropei  or  cordage.  The  object  of  the 
Legislature  in  the  classification  was  to  sim- 
plify them,  but  ibe  mode  which  they 
adopted  for  that  purpose  bad  since  turned 
out  to  be  impracticable  and  absurd  The 
circumstances  connected  with  the  manufac- 
ture of  paper  and  the  manner  of  its  manu- 
facture have  greatly  changed  since  the  Act 
first  passed.  That  which  was  once  a  cheap 
and  abundant  material  for  malting  the  se- 
cond-class paper — he  meant  old  rope,  from 
V'hicb  alone  the  law  allowed  that  class  to 
be  manufactured — was  now  scarce  and  ex- 
pensive, having  more  than  doubled  in  price 
in  a  few  years.  This  was  owing  to  two 
causes — partly  to  the  comparatively  small 
wear  and  tear  of  rope  in  time  of  peace,  and 
partly  to  the  great  citcnt  to  which  iron 
cable  was  now  used  instead  of  rope.  It 
was  well  known  that  other  materials  were 
introduced  into  the  manufacture,  which, 
though  they  made  paper  ei^iially  good,  made 
it  ut  a  much  lower  price,  in  consequence  nf 
the  cheap  rate  at  which  those  materials 
mnid  be  purchiised.  It  was  well  known  to 
all  who  were  connected  with  our  cotton 
manufactures,  that  in  every  factory  there 
wns  avast  quantity  of  waste  or  "  refuse" 
cotton,  of  which  hitherto  no  other  use  had 
b  en  made  than  that  of  wiping  up  the  oil 
which  hopiicnL-d  to  drop  on  the  floors  on 
rubbing    it    from    tho    machinery.      The  I 


Dh^  m  PafW.  873 

thus  rendered  almost  valudesi  wat 
about  1-lStfa  of  the  whole  of  the  cotton 
used.  Some  time  back  a  gentleman  ap- 
plied this  refuse  to  more  useful  purpose^ 
and  it  was  found  to  be  available  as  a  ma- 
terial in  the  manufacture  of  this  second 
class  paper,  thus  adding  to  the  temptation 
to  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  manufacturer, 
and  occasioning  a  considerable  loss  to  the 
revenue.  It  had  been  long  notorious  that 
the  Act  of  Parliament  which  was  intended 
to  regnlate  the  manufacture  was  con- 
stantly evaded  by  the  use  of  articles  other 
than  those  which  that  Act  prescribed.  It 
was  well  known  that  among  the  manufac- 
turers in  Scotland  scarcely  any  tarred  rope 
whatever  was  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
second-class  paper.  In  Ireland,  there  was 
another  article  which  might  be  used  with 
good  effect  in  the  manufacture  of  paper- 
he  meant  the  refuse  of  flax,  which,  if  the 
Act  were  modified,  might  he  brought  into 
immediate  use.  Many  bon.  Members  were 
not  perhaps  aware,  that  though  the  ma- 
terials with  which  second-class  paper  was 
directed  to  be  made  were  ss  dear,  and  in 
some  instances  dearer  than  those  from 
which  the  first-class  paper  was  produced, 
tbe  duty  on  the  latter  was  3d.  in  the  pound, 
while  that  on  the  former  was  only  Ijfd. 
He  would  beg  to  refer  bon.  Members  op- 
posite to  the  1 1th  report  of  the  Commission 
of  Excise  Inquiry,  at  the  head  of  which  was 
the  name  of  a  Gentleman  for  whom  all 
who  knew  him  must  have  tbe  highest  re- 
spect, and  whose  name  was  a  high  authority 
for  the  correctness  of  tbe  statements  to 
which  it  was  attached — be  meant  Sir  Henry 
Pamcll.  If  bon.  Members  would  refer  to 
that  report,  they  would  find  that  every  page 
of  it  bore  testimony  to  the  frauds  which 
were  committed  on  the  revenue  in  tbe  ma- 
nufacture of  paper.  These  frauds  were 
not  unknown  to  tbe  revenue  ;  yet,  though 
they  were  oltogetber  ruinous  1j)  tbe  fair 
trader,  the  Government  bad  not  yet  done 
anything  to  remedy  the  eviL  The  gentle- 
men who  bad  intrusted  bim  with  the 
charge  of  this  petition  had  urged  him 
to  press  the  subject  on  tbe  immediate 
consideration  of  Government,  with  a  view 
to  an  immediate  revision  of  tbe  Acts 
under  which  the  manufacture  of  paper 
was  carried  on.  To  show  bow  injuriously 
the  present  state  of  the  law  operated  to  the 
fair  trader  and  to  the  public,  he  would 
mention  one  case  which  was  tnentioned  in 
the  14th  Report  to  which  he  bad  already 
referred.  A  Mr.  Fhipps  bad  entered  into 
an  agreement  with  the  Navy  Board  to  lup- 
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not  «ay  what  meana  tlie  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemHn  bad  to  gratify  tlte  praysr  of  ilie 
petitioners  for  the  reduction  of  the  duty, 
for,  whatever  side  of  the  house  he  inighc 
sit  at,  he  was  not  disposed  to  embarrass  any 
Goyernraent  by  calling  for  any  reduction 
of  revenue  which  the  country  might  not  be 
nble  to  afford  ;  but  he  joined  the  petitioners 
in  expressing  b  br>pe  and  belief  that  the  rc> 
ductiun  for  which  they  prayed  woulil  not 
prove  in  the  result  a  diminution  tu  the 
revenue.  Various  cases  could  be  mentioned 
in  which  the  reduction  of  the  duty  produced 
an  increase  of  revenue  by  the  increoscd 
demand  for  the  article.  The  most  simple 
and  effectual  remedy  would  be,  to  equalise 
the  duty  by  removing  the  higher.  The 
petitioners,  he  thought,  had  peculiar  claims 
on  the  attention  of  Parliament.  Some  of 
the  must  ingenious  inventions  in  machinery 
had  been  made  by  some  of  them,  and  ap.. 
plied  to  the  mat)ufacture  of  paper.  Their 
prayer  was  a  most  reasonable  one.  They 
prayed  the  House  "  to  take  immediate  steps 
for  relieving  them  from  this  state  of  thing-<, 
so  deeply  injurious  to  their  interest,  and 
also,  in  a  great  degree,  affecting  the  work-  ^ 
men  in  their  employ,  and  those  in  many 
branches  of  business  connected  with  their 
manufacture,  and  they  have  no  doubt  thot 
the  result  of  the  reduction  recommended, 
will,  as  the  Commissioners  of  Excise  In- 
quiry anticipate,  nearly  double  the  employ- 
ment of  productive  inaustry  in  this  manu- 
facture, and  others  dependent  upon  it, 
thereby  preventing  any  permanent  diminu- 
tion of  the  revenue."  In  conclusion,  the 
noble  Lord  earnestly  entreated  the  serious 
attention  of  the  House  tu  the  prayer  of  the 
petition. 

The  Chancellor  o/"  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  he  did  not  rise  tu  offer  any  objfction 
whatever  to  the  case  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  so  ably  stated  on  behalf  of  the 
paper  manufacturer?.  His  nnble  Friend 
had  omitted  nothing  which  could  excite  the 
attention  of  the  House  and  the  Govern- 
ment to  it.  The  fact  was,  that  the  subject 
was  at  the  present  moment  under  the  con- 
sideration of  Government,  and  if  he  omit- 
ted to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion at  tbe  present  moment,  it  was  not 
because  he  did  not  attach  importance  to  it, 
but  because  be  thought  that  nothing  could 
be  more  injudicious  than  the  premature 
disclosure  of  the  intentions  of  Government 
with  respect  to  the  fiscal  regulations  which 
were  to  afil'Ct  any  branch  of  our  manufac- 
tures. He  trusted  the  House  would  rest 
satisfied  with  the  awurann  that  the  lubject 


ply  a  certain  quantity  of  sheathing  pnper, 
for  which  the  duty  was  Slj.  per  cwt ;  but 
another  party  came  and  made  an  offer  to 
supply  the  quantity  at  St.  per  cwt.  less 
than  that  which  Mr.  I'hipps  hod  mentioned. 
It  was  stated  to  the  Navy  Board,  that  the 
parly  who  had  made  tbe  smaller  offer  ma- 
nufactured bis  from  inferior  articles,  and 
paid  only  lit.  per  cwt.,  while  Mr.  Phipps 
paid  tbe  full  duty  of  2  Is.  per  cwt.  It  was 
added,  that  the  lower  tender  could  have 
been  made  only  by  an  evasion  of  the  Act ; 
but  the  Navy  Board  said,  that  they  must 
take  the  article  they  wanted  where  they 
could  get  it  cheapest,  and  in  consequence 
Mr.  Phipps,  the  fair  trader,  went  to  the 
walL  Another  point  of  view  in  which  he 
was  anxious  to  present  this  subject  to  tbe 
cwnsideration  of  the  House,  and  which  was 
sufficient  to  arrest  its  best  attention,  was 
the  effect  which  tbe  state  of  the  law  pro- 
duced on  literature.  On  this  subject,  they 
had  the  evidence  of  several  gentlemen  very 
eitenuvely  engaged  in  printing  cheap  lite- 
rary works,  such  as  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Rees, 
and  Mr.  Knight.  The  last  named  indi- 
vidual, whose  exertions  had  done  much  to 
diffuse  useful  knowledge  in  the  country 
said  in  hia  evidence  that  the  present 
laws    relating    to    the    duties    on    paper 

firegsed  hard  on  the  class  of  cheap  pub- 
icaiions,  that  the  duty  varied  from  la.  to 
St,  8d.  on  the  octavo  volume,  and  that, 
in  fact,  there  was  no  profit  on  those  cheap 
works,  uniess  there  was  a  sale  of  from 
40,000  to  50,000;  but  if  the  duties  were 
modified  and  etiuolised,  the  same  work 
would  produce  a  considerable  profit  with  a 
much  more  reduced  circulation.  But  there 
was  a  hardship  upon  printers  and  pub- 
lishers in  respect  of  this  excise  duty  which 
did  not  press  on  other  classes  of  the  com- 
munity who  were  subject  to  the  excise. 
While  others  were  allowed  to  pay  the  ex- 
dse  on  the  article  as  they  wanted  it  for 
consumption — that  was,  for  sale — the 
printer  or  publbber  was  in  the  first  instance, 
obliged  to  pay  the  whole  duty ;  and  if  he 
sold  only  a  very  small  portion  of  the  work, 
the  loss  of  tbe  duty  on  the  remainder  must 
be  his.  This  pressed  with  great  severity 
on  publishers,  and  was  a  senous  check  on 
the  diffusion  of  works  of  information  and 
entertainment  amongst  the  people.  Ano- 
ther point  to  which  he  would  beg  the 
attention  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, waa  the  duty  on  stained  paper-  The 
addition  of  Is.  per  pound,  in  oddition  to 
the  8d.  already  imposed,  was,  be  was  sure, 
no  incnase  tg  tbe  lerenuet    Hq  would 


S75  TiiKher  Trade.  {COMMONS}     PuUic  Worta  (inltaid.)      B?6 

was  now  iinder  conndenitlon.  At  the  mo  tlixt  it  would  not  be  utatsurt  to  king 
commencement  of  tlie  financia]  year,  wbich  forivard  the  sulject  earlj  in  llie  Session  ; 
wonld  be  early  in  April,  when  be  bad  to  but  it  was  intended  Is  adopt  the  recom* 
bring  forward  the  general  atatemetit  a*  to  mendalion  of  the  Coniinittee  of  last  year, 
tbe  (inenres  of  the  conntiy,  be  should  be  and  to  intraduoe  a  bill  on  the  labjeetin 
enabled  to  itate  to  the  House  the  course  the  course  of  the  Session.  He  tegretted 
which  the  GoTemment  would  follow  on  that  the  bon.  Member  had  not  deferred  bis 
the  subject  to  which  the  petition  referred,  question  till  to-morrow,  as  probaUy  tbe 
as  well  as  other  matten  connected  wiih  the  hon.  Alderman,  the  Member  for  Sunderland 
revenue  of  the  counlty.  The  Government  (Mr.  Alderman  Thompson),  would  be  then 
had  been  called  upon  to  consido'  the  claims  in  bis  place,  and  if  he  were,  it  was  his  in- 
of  various  classes  uf  the  community  with  tention  to  put  a  queation  to  tbe  ban.  Alder- 
respect  to  exemption  from,  or  a  modification  man,  wliether  a  report  of  a  speech  said  to 
of  certain  takes,  aad  when  the  proper  time  bare  been  delivered  by  him  at  a  meetutt  of 
to  which  he  had  referred  came,  he  shoul4  be  tbe  shipowners  was  correct  or  not.  In  Aist 
prepared  to  state  the  course  intended  to  be  report  tbe  hon-  Alderman  was  made  to  say, 
pursued.  It  WDuld  be  the  care  of  Govern-  that  it  was  tbe  intention  of  Government 
ment  to  apply  any  surplus  revenue  which  to  postpone  any  measure  on  the  sutject  cS 
might  be  dispoi>able  to  those  reductions  the  timber  duties,  in  order  that  those  in- 
which  were  most  likely  to  be  beneficial  to  terested  and  ojipcMed  to  thdr  views  mi^t 
tbe  country.  He  hoped  bis  noble  Friend  be  absent,  and  that  Ministers  might  be  thus 
would  not  think  he  undervalued  this  sub-  enabled  surreptitiously  to  carry  their  own 
ject  if  he  refrained  from  going  into  it  at  measure.  He  would  have  asked  the  hon. 
present.  Member  for  Sunderland,  if  the  report  were 

Mr.  Greene  thought,  that  whether  they  correct,  on  what  aulboriiy  he  had  made  the 

looked  at  the  ordinary  duty  of  Sd.  in  the  statement,  which,  he  must  say,  was  utterly 

pound   on  the   additional  duly  for  stained  unfounded  in  fart,  and  than  which  nothing 

paper,  the  tax  as  at  present  imposed  was  coulil  be  more  contrary  to  the  practice  of 

most  objectionable.     In  its  moral  effect  on  the  Government, 
literature  it  might  be  called  a  tax  on  the        ~  " 
raw  mnterials  of  knowledge. 

Petition  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


TiuBER  Tbade.]     Mr.    G.  F.  Young 


Subject  dropped. 

Public  Wokrs,  iBetANn. — Shannon 
Navioation.]     The     Chancellor    of   the 
_,  ^     EichequeT  wished  to  call  tbe  attention  of 

wished  to  put  a  question  to  the  right  hon.  \  the  House  to  the  report  of  tbe  Commi»- 
Gentleman,  the  President  of  the  Board  of  sioners  of  tbe  Shannon,  and  the  recom- 
Trade.  A  question  had  been  put  to  a  mendations  which  thev  had  made,  pursuant 
noble  Lord  (the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  to  the  order  of  last  Session,  for  the 
in  another  place  on  tbe  subject  of  the  in-  '  guidance  of  the  Government  in  the  mea. 
tentions  of  (invernment  with  respect  to  .  sures  about  to  be  laid  before  Parliament  for 
the  Timber  Trade.  It  was  understood  '  facilitating  loans  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
^m  the  answer,  as  it  was  published,  that '  both  public  and  private  works  in  that 
it  WHS  not  the  intention  of  the  Govern-  country.  He  did  not  go  the  length  of 
ment  to  introduce  any  measure  on  the  sub-  '  agreeing  in  the  whole  of  their  suggestions, 
ject  of  the  Trade  in  the  present  Session.  '  but  the  Bill  which  he  hod  since  prepared. 
He  wished  tohear  from  therighthon.  Gen- !  and  hoped  to  be  able  to  lay  before  tbe 
tleman  how  the  fact  was.  |  House  in  a  few  days,  embodied  tbe  moat 

".  Poulell    Thotnion   had  understood    valuable  and  practical  of  their  proportions. 


that  the  hon.  Member  had  given  notice  of 
this  question  for  to-morrow,  but  he  was 
prepared  to  answer  it  now.  The  fact  was, 
there  whs  a  misnpprehensinn  of  what  had 
been  stated  by  his  noble  Friend  in  another 
place  ;  what  his  noble  Friend  said  was,  that 
there  wai  no  intention  to  alter  the  timber 
duties  at  present,  but  he  did  not  mean  to 
convey  that  no  measure  would  be  intro- 
duced on  the  subject  in  the  present  Session. 
Any  measure  to  be  introduced  this  year 
would  be  operative  onl^r  in  tbe  year  16S7i 


These  he  would  willingly  carry  into  efiect, 
without  respecting  the  appropriation  of  tbe 
monies,  and  would  (under  the  sanction  of 
such  arrangements  as  be  soon  eicpected  to 
see  carried  into  effect)  have  no  hesitation  in 
asking  the  confidence  of  the  House  lo 
enable  him  to  issue  Exchequer  bills  in  aid 
of  the  public  works  of  Ireland.  When  be 
received  Colonel  Burgoyne's  communica- 
tions, which  were  yet  requi(<ed  to  complete 
the  requisite  infbrmatioii,  he  should  bring 
in  hii  Bill,  whidi  bo  ■bould  widi  Ul  bost 
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Frieada  to  drculate  in  Ireland  wnongit 
thsir  constituenti,  to  obtain  tfaeir  opinion! 
befora  the  Houae  wai  called  on  for  ita  de- 
cuion.  He  ebxiuld  at  present  content  him- 
wlf  with  placing  on  the  Table  the  report 
of  the  ComraiMiooers  of  the  Shannon  Na- 
vigation. 

Mi.  Lywh  row  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
great  benefits  which  had  resulted,  and  con< 
tinned  to  regult,  from  the  operation  of  the 
Act  of  1831,  referred  to  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exi^equer.  For  that  Act  the  people 
of  Ireland  were  largely  indebted  to  him, 
and  he  (Mr.  I^ncb)  was  glad  to  find  that 
bis  right  hon.  Friend  was  determined  to  fol. 
low  up  and  pureue  the  plan  for  the  pro- 
motion of  public  works  in  Ireland  so  wisely 
adopted  by  the  House  at  his  recommenda' 
tion,  and  that  of  the  noble  Lord,  then  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland.  If  he  (Mr.  Lynch) 
was  not  previously  convinced  of  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  a  wide  and  extensive  mca- 
eure  of  this  description,  the  evidence  which 
was  given  before  the  Committee  of  last 
year  would  have  produced  that  conviction. 
The  great  want  of  Ireland  was  the  want 
of  employment  for  the  people — the  great 
misfortune  of  that  country  was  the  low  price 
of  labour.  Notwithstanding  the  suppres- 
sion  of  religious  dbcord,  an  event  which 
he  trusted  was  now  about  to  be  accom- 
plisbed,  Ireland  could  never  be  tranquil  or 
happy  until  tbe  situation  of  the  peasant  and 
the  labouring  mau  was  improved.  This 
could  only  be  done  by  education,  and  in- 
creasing the  demand  for  bis  labour.  Do 
that,  and  the  revenue  of  the  country  would 
be  Increased.  Do  so,  and  the  demand  for 
EngUsh  manufacture  will  alto  be  in- 
ereaaed.  Do  that,  and  the  expense  for 
pcdioe  and  the  army  might  be  diminished. 
Do  that,  and  the  misery  of  the  pour  man 
would  be  lessened,  and  comparative  com< 
forts   and  luxuries    given  to  him.      The 

Eatest  misery  prevaued  where  there  was 
least  employment,  and  where  tbe  lands 
were  left  uncultivated.  Tbe  county  of 
Mayo  was  a  striking  example.  In  Mayo 
there  was  the  greatest  misery  and  want^ 
in  Mayo  there  was  the  least  demand  for 
tbe  labour  of  the  poor  man— in  Mayo  there 
was  scarce  a  year  passed  without  famine 
and  great  distress — in  M  ayo  there  was  i 
unoultivated  than  cultivated  land. 
aSbrding  employment  at  home  for  the  peo- 
pie  they  would  lessen  the  emi|;;iatioQ  to 
this  country,  so  much  complained  of.  Mr. 
Griffiths,  in  his  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mittee, stated  that  be  stopped  500  labourers 
coming  over  to  this  country  by  affiuding 


them  employment  at  home ;  and,  having 
mentioned  the  name  of  Mr.  Griffiths,  he 
could  not  avoid  alluding  to  bis  great  eiE- 
ciency  as  a  public  officer,  and  bis  great  zeal 
for  tbe  improvement  of  Ireland.  The 
country  offered  every  capability,  and  the 
Government  and  Parliament  should,  in  his 
opinion,  give  every  facility  for  improve- 
ment and  the  more  extensive  employment 
of  the  people  ;  and  this  would  be  effi:cted 
by  the  promotion  of  public  works,  and 
without  any  cost  to  the  country ;  for,  he 
was  happy  to  say,  that  it  appeared  by  the 
evidence  before  the  Committee,  that  there 
was  no  apprehension  of  any  loss  from  the 
loans  made  under  the  Act  of  1831,  and 
that  all  the  instalments  in  respect  of  such 
loans,  and  the  interest,  bad  been  regularly 
and  punctually  paid.  The  Act  of  1831, 
beneficially  and  usefully  as  it  had  operated, 
was,  in  many  respects,  too  light,  and  ought 
to  be  relaxed.  He  did  not  tind  fault  with 
his  right  hon.  Friend,  for  having  so  com- 
menced, but  now  that  the  Act  had  been 
found  to  work  well,  and  that  no  loss  bad 
accrued,  or  was  likely  to  accrue,  and  as  the 
Act  had  been  found  in  many  respects  too 
severe,  he  was  rejoiced  to  hear  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  be  in- 
tended to  alter  and  amend  the  provisions 
of  the  Act.  ,  As  his  right  hon.  Friend  did 
not  state  the  alterations  which  he  intended 
to  propose,  in  particular,  although  he  stated 
be  was  prepared  to  adopt  many,  if  not  most 
of  the  sug^stions  of  the  Committee,  he 
(Mr.  Lynch)  was  unwilling  at  that  mo- 
ment to  go  minutely  luto  such  suggestions, 
he  would,  therefore,  confine  hiroidf  to  one 
or  two  observations.  And  first,  in  respect 
of  the  interest  charged  on  the  loans,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  most  extravagant,  that 
whilst  Government  could  borrow  money  at 
a  rate  not  exceeding  two  and  a-half  or  three 
per  cent.,  they  should  charge  individuals 
borrowing  from  them,  five  pec  cent.,  and 
public  bodies  four  per  cent  Such  dealings 
appeared  to  him  in  some  degree  to  partake 
of  usury,  far  the  Government  were  not  only 
receiving  greatly  more  than  they  paid,  but 
the  monies  borrowed  from  them  were  ira- 
mediateiy  applied  in  the  purchase  of  excise- 
able  articles,  and  thereby  the  revenue  was 
greatly  increased,  and  eventually  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  country  would  be  dimi- 
nished. No  doubt,  be  might  be  told  by  his 
right  hon.  Friend,  that  this  increased  in- 
terest was  demanded  as  a  protection  against 
losses,  and  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of 
tbe  Board.  Now  in  respect  to  tbe  protec- 
tion against  losses,  he  contended  that  such 
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protection  might  be  always  had  by  taking 
good  and  proper  security,  and  with  respect 
to  the  expenses  of  the  Board,  that  might  be 
provided  for  by  a  Gtnall  addition  to  the 
costs  of  Government,  and  by  applying  the 
premiums  on  Exchequer  bilb  for  that  pur- 
pose, inslead  o(  giving  them  to  the  bor- 
rower as  at  present,  but  he  also  contended 
that  the  expense  of  the  Board  should  be 
borne  by  Government,  as  was  the  case  in 
reference  to  the  Scotch  Board,  for  which 
5,000/.  a  year  was  granted.  Now  in 
respect  to  public  bodies  following  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Committee,  he  would  press 
the  following  alteration  to  be  made — that 
instead  of  the  annual  instalment  of  four 
per  cent.,  as  required  by  the  present  Act 
towards  payment  of  the  principal  in  addi- 
tion to  the  interest,  which  oLto  amounted 
to  four  per  cent,  a  fixed  annual  payment  of 
five  or  at  most  six  per  cent,  should  be  made, 
such  annual  payment  ot  first  to  be  applied 
in  payment  of  interest,  and  then  in  reduc- 
tion of  the  principal.  He  called  for  this 
alteration,  because  the  annual  payment  of 
«ght  per  cent.,  which  is  at  present  required, 
excluded  many  useful  works  and  under- 
takings, and  which  could  be  accomplished 
if  the  annual  payment  was  only  five  or  six 
per  cent.  Without  the  reduction  of  inter- 
est, which,  however,  he  hoped  still  his  right 
hon.  Friend  would  grant,  the  difierence  of 
time  in  repayment  to  the  country  would 
not  amount  to  more  than  a  few  years  ;  and 
besides  all  public  works  were  le&s  able  at 
their  commencement  to  bear  the  heavy 
burthen — and  according  to  the  present  act 
the  heavy  payments  were  at  the  commence- 
ment, and  the  lighter  ones  subsequent.  He 
would  content  himself  with  these  observa- 
tions at  present,  and  once  more  thanking 
his  right  hon.  Friend  for  the  Act  of  1831, 
and  the  selection  that  was  made  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of 
Works,  for  a  more  upright,  able,  and  effici- 
ent officer  there  could  not  he  than  Colonel 
Burgoyne,  he  would  ait  down  on  asking  the 
following  questions — whether  the  loan  to 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  or  part  of 
it  was  repaid,  and,  secondly,  whether  it  was 
the  intention  of  Government  to  renew  the 
Mnil-niod  Act  passed  in  1834?  ^^jg  ^f  chars 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Eiehaiucr  agreed  portionately 
that  some  alteration  in  the  charges  might  pect  to  e 
ba  justly  and  bcneticially  effected.  For  if  they  sent 
initniice,  he  did  not  think  it  fair  that  the  capacities  o 
borrowers  should  pay  all  the  expenses  of  proving  and 
the  Board,  as  the  charges  of  other  depart-  mium  from 
menta  than  those  of  public  loans  were  now  There  were 
borne  hjrit;  und  be  would  uke  caie  to   there   for  >' 


Shannon  Natngaticn.         680 

have  that  alteration  made,  but  he  woald 
make  none  in  the  rate  of  interest.  Bor- 
rowera  could  not  complain  of  this,  for  the 
ordinary  rale  to  ihem  was  higher  in  Ireland, 
and  Government,  in  attempting  to  assist 
one  class,  must  not  injuriously  disturb 
existing  arrangements,  particularly  such 
an  inSuential  point  as  the  rate  of  public 
interest.  However,  he  meant  to  give  the 
Commissioners  power  in  special  cases  to 
lower  the  rate  of  interest  charged  to  faci- 
litate certain  works.  He  was  not  able  to 
speak  of  the  certain  re-enactment  of  the 
Loan  Act,  but  it  was  his  intention  to  in- 
troduce a  clause  that  would  enable  the 
Board  to  make  a  loan  at  once  (witliout 
burthening  the  borrowers  with  the  neces- 
sity of  making  formal  application  to  hb 
Majesty  to  lodge  security  as  at  present)  in 
cases  where  they  found  the  properly  of 
the  applicants  was  perFectly  adequate.  Ha 
mentioned  this  to  show  his  hon.  Friend 
that  he  was  not  inattenlive  10  the  recom- 
mendalions  of  the  Commissioners;  but  he 
would  not  sacrifice  a  principle  by  interfer- 
ing with  the  lateof  public  pecuniary  trans- 
actions. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  it  wss  thought  by 
some  that  advantage  would  arise  to  Ire- 
land if  Government  would  advance  money 
there  at  a  lower  rale  of  interest  than  ordi- 
nary; but  this  was  an  error,  for  if  it  was 
allowed  that  Ireland  wanted  the  aid  of 
capital  from  private  individuals,  and  it 
confessedly  did,  great  danger  and  incon- 
venience lo  the  country  at  large  would 
arise  by  interfering  with  the  rate  of  their 
supply,  which  was  ten  times  the  yearly 
amount  that  Government  afforded  by  these 
loans.  He  indulged  no  bad  will  to  Ire- 
land in  the  expression  of  this  opinion, 
which  he  felt  convinced  was  the  true  view 
of  the  case. 

Mr.  W.  S,  O'Brien  was  happy  to  heat 
that  such  improvements  were  in  the  con- 
templation of  Government  for  Ireland,  hot 
he  must  enter  his  protest  against  the  prin- 
ciple Idid  down  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  (bat  because  the  rate  of  iaier- 

was  high 
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Oofernment  could   injure  by  eren  deal-  ,  landlord  be  a  minor,  lunaUc,  or  female,  be 
The  country  was  poor,  and  really  |  totally  without  the   nieans  of  pettin 


needed  auistance  in  the  rate  of  interest, 
well  as  in  the  extension  of  ioana :  and  it 
waa  only  justico  that  the  borrower  there 
should  have  the  benefit  of  obtaining  the 
money  on  the  same  terms  thatOovern- 
ment  obtained  it  here  for  him. 
Report  laid  on  the  Table. 

Statuts  Labour  ih  Scotlanu.] 
Mr.  John  Maxwell :  In  bringing  forward 
&  Motion  for  the  regulation  of  Statute 
Labour  in  Scotland,  I  anticipate  the  oppo- 
sition of  those  who  admire  irresponsible 
power,  who  benefit  by  the  abuses  it  seeks 
to  terminate,  and  also  by  those  who  think 
they  know  a  better  remedy  than  the  one 
it  contemplates,  besides  that  of  those  who 
wish  the  continuance  of  abuses,  that  they 
may  have  some  end  advanced  by  declaim- 
ing against  them.  I  have  not  the  pre- 
sumption to  say,  that  my  proposed  measure 
of  relief  is  ihe  beat  that  can  be  devised,  or 
to  deny  that  it  is  capable  of  improvement. 
All  I  pretend  to  say  in  its  favour  is,  that 
it  embraces  the  principle  of  taxation  and 
representation,  and  affords  publicity,  con- 
trol of  expenditure  to  parties  contributing 
the  expended  funds,  and  appeal  from  par- 
ties interested  to  a  disinterested  tribunal, 
when  the  general  interest  requires  such 
resource.  1  leave  the  existing  qualifica- 
tion of  trustees  intact.  Many  of  them 
being  interested  in  more  than  one  parish, 
secures  to  the  county  a  better  prospect  of 
all  parish  communications  being  ade- 
quately maintained,  and  a  greater  proba- 
bility of  comprehensive  and  redected  views 
of  good  general  management  and  united 
arrangements,  than  a  tenant  of  land  or 
house,  or  even  a  small  landowner.  Tc 
these,  however,  as  locally  the  best  ac- 
quainted with  the  wants  of  the  parish,  and 
a>  directly  charged  with  maintaining  them, 
and  constantly  affected  by  the  frugal  and 
impartial  expenditure  of  the  road-money, 
or  the  reverse,  1  propose  to  afford  to  them 
the  representation  of  their  interests,  a 
the  control  of  their  contributions,  whi 
the  power  of  electing  trustees  would  cc 
fer.  Although  the  tenant  of  land  or  house 
may  he  held  to  bargain  for  so  much  less 
rest  when  he  offers  to  the  landlord 
CDpy  the  property  as  the  rate  imposes  on 
it,  he  does  so  with  expectation  to  have  the 
parish  road  to  his  residence  fairly  sup- 
ported by  that  rate.  It  is  hard  that  he 
ihgdld  do  lo  for  a  Iodj;  leaw,  and  if  the 


just  application,  or  even  of  offering  a 
complaint -~much  less  any  power  of  ap- 
pealing to  any  other  tribunal  than  that 
which  is  composed  of  the  order  of  those 
whose  conduct  renders  the  complaint  and 
appeal  necessary — the  barons  of  the  barony 
and  the  trustees  of  the  parish  being  almost 
always  identiiied  in  interests,  if  not  in 
person.  The  occupier  of  a  bouse  and  the 
rner  being  generally  the  same  person, 
11  be  equally  represented ;  but  as  I  think 
mere  occupancy  gives  a  sufficient  claim 
after  a  period  of  Gve  years,  I  propose  that 
it  should  give  an  elective  privilege.  The 
trustees  would  then  be  composed  of  owners 
of  valued  rent  of  100/.  Scots  value,  of  a 
trustee  elected  by  owners  of  valued  rent 
under  100/.  Scots,  of  a  trustee  elected  by 
tenants  of  land,  of  a  trustee  elected  by 
liding  rate-payers  owning  houses,  and 
of  a  trustee  elected  by  rate-payers  occupy- 
ing houses  as  tenants.  By  this  means 
the  permanent  and  temporary  rate-payers 
would  be  both  represented,  and  both  en- 
abled to  promote  frugal,  equitable,  and 
judicious  employment  of  their  contribu- 
tions, and  such  measures  as  would  tend 
to  secure  good  communications  in  every 
village  and  every  parish,  and  a  full  but 
fair  contribution  likely  to  be  realised  and 
established,  I  would  empower  trustees 
so  constituted  and  combined  with  trustees 
already  qualiiied,  to  unite  with  other  pa- 
rishes, for  the  purpose  of  appointing  dis- 
trict surveyors,  collectors  and  clerks  ;  but 
I  would  add,  for  the  general  interest,  and 
for  the  individuals  aggrieved,  a  power  of 
appeal  to  the  sheriff  or  justices  of  the 
county.  The  trustees  on  valued  rent, 
being  turnpike  trustees,  could  employ  or 
assent  to  the  employment  of  the  turnpike- 
road  surveyor ;  and  as  the  parish  roads 
are  the  feeders  and  conductors  to  the 
turnpike  roads,  the  public,  as  well  as  the 
local  traveller,  would  benefit  by  his  em- 
ployment, and,  the  retention  of  the  existing 
qualification  of  trustees  of  100/.  Scots 
valued  rent,  I  should  limit  the  operation 
of  my  Bill  to  burghs  of  borough  landward 
parishes  in  the  6rst  instance,  as  it  is  framed 
for  the  purpose  of  relieving  such  districts 
from  abuses  complained  of  by  their  in- 
habitants; and  1  should  print  and  circu- 
late it  in  Scotland  for  a  year  previous  to 
its  enactment.  Parliament  and  the  Exe- 
cutive would  thereby  learn  any  and  what 
objectiona,  amendnieDtB,    or   alteration! 
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preiied  than  thtt  which  hU  hon.  Friend 
repre>en(«d,  with  regard  to  Butute  Lk. 
hour. 

Sir  Oeorge  Cltrk:  After  the  generkl 
eipresiion  of  feelinv  by  Members  coD' 
□Rcted  with  Scotland,  he  tnitted  hii  hon. 
Friend  would  meet  the  propoiition  of  Oo- 
veniment  in  the  manner  K)  nniverMlly 
desired.  The  hon.  Member  for  Dundee 
who  knew  more  than  any  man,  perbape, 
upon  the  euhject,  had  pointed  out  an  Act 
which  he  thought  tlie  beat  model  of  legie* 
latioQ  in  Statute  Labour;  it  was  a  Bill 
brought  in  for  the  county  of  Forfar  which 
had  acted  most  beneficially.  He  thought 
the  Committee,  having  before  them  the 
whole  of  these  Bills  would  bo  able  to  de- 
vise a  more  perfect  remedy  for  all  the 
abuses  existing  in  the  Inw  on  that  head. 

Mr.  Fox  Mavle  also  supported  the 
Amendment,  and  trusted  the  hon.  Member 
opposite  (Mr.  Maxwell)  would  withdraw 
his  motion. 

Mr.  Maxwell  was  most  happy  to  find 
that  his  Majesty's  Government  were  will- 
ing to  take  up  the  question,  and  willingly 
yielded  to  the  suicgestions  of  the  influen- 
tial Members  for  Scotland  who  had  juit 
spoken. 

The  original  motion  withdrawn,  and  the 
Select  Committee  appointed. 


were  desired  by  the  country,  and  giro  it 
the  sanction  of  the  Legislature.  The  hon. 
Member  concluded  by  moving  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  regulate  Statute  Labour 
in  Scollind, 

Sir  Andrew  LeilK  Hay  did  not  rise  to 
frustrate  the  intentions  of  his  hon.  Friend, 
nor  to  bring  forward  any  case  to  disprove 
what  he  had  said  with  respect  to  the 
Statute  LabouT  Roads  in  Scotland,  But 
he  could  not  think  it  would  be  advanta- 
geous to  have  a  Committee  appointed  for 
the  purpose  of  investigating  the  slate  of 
those  Roads  merely  in  a  particular  district; 
the  proper  course  would  be,  in  his  opinion, 
to  have  a  Committee  on  the  whole  subject 
generally,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
public  and  private  Acts  under  which  tliey 
were  at  present  placed,  and  the  Amend- 
ments which  it  would  be  desirable  to  make 
ID  them.  It  was  quite  impossible  that  one 
Act,  of  the  description  proposed  by  bis 
hon.  Friend,  could  be  made  generally  ap> 
plicable  to  the  whole  of  the  country;  and 
it  would  be,  he  had  no  doubt,  the  opin- 
ion of  the  House,  that  before  they  pro- 
ceeded to  alter  the  law  in  this  particular, 
they  should  know  what  the  law  in  general 
really  was,  and  so  be  enabled  to  form 
enactments  which  would  be  beneficial  to 
the  whole  community  :  he  should,  there- 
fore, move  as  en  Amendment,  "  That  a 
Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  investi- 
gale  the  several  Acts,  public  and  private, 
regarding  Statute  Labour  in  Scotland,  and 
the  manner  in  which  the  conversion  is  ex- 
acted or  levied,  and  applied  to  tlie  several 
counties  respectively;  and  to  consider  how 
the  existing  laws  may  be  amended,  and 
report  thereon  to  the  House." 

Mr.  Cumming  Bruce  said,  he  thought 
Scotland  greatly  indebted  to  his  hon. 
Friend  for  bringing  forward  this  subject; 
nevertheless  he  considered  the  Amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
the  Member  for  Edinburgh,  would  do 
much  more  to  correct  the  evil  so  justly 
complained  of  throughout  that  country; 
he  therefore  hoped  after  the  Amendment 
which  had  just  been  moved,  that  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  made  the  original  Mo- 
tion (to  whose  motives  he  gave  the  fullest 
credit)  would  consent  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Wallace  would  also  join  in  hoping 
his  hoD,  Friend  would  see  the  importance 
of  his  acceding  to  the  Amendment  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Edin- 
burgh. At  the  same  time  ha  must  tay, 
that  no  part  of  Scotland  was  mon  op- 


Floqoino  in  thb  Arut.1  Mr.  Wakl^ 
wished  to  ask  the  hon.  and  ^llnnt  Mem- 
ber for  Barnataplei  tvhether  it  was  his  io- 
tcntion  to  brin^  forward  his  motion  for  the 
abolition  of  military  flogging,  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  would  press  that  motion  to  a 
division  ? 

Major  Fancourl  replied,  that  it  certainly 
was  his  intention  to  move  for  the  entire 
abolition  nf  military  flogging ;  and  he 
assured  the  hon.  Member  that  he  would 
not  waste  the  time  of  the  House  by  intro- 
ducing the  motion  if  he  did  not  intend  to 
press  for  a  division. 

Mr.  Lennard  observed,  that  as  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Barnstaple  (Major 
FancourtJ  had  already  placed  a  notice  on 
the  Motion-book,  with  the  intention  of 
brining  forward  the  subject  of  military 
flogging  when  the  Mutiny  Act  should  be 
brought  before  the  House,  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  trench  upon  the  ground  which 
that  hon.  and  gallant  Member  had  thus  oo- 
cupied.  The  only  object  which  he  had  in 
view  at  the  present  moment  in  moving  for 
the  returns  for  which  he  was  about  to  ask 
was  to  obtain  such  information  upcqi  the 
■ubjectu  wouldputtheHouMiDpi      ~ '  ~ 
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of  tfae  icbI  fact*,  and  without  whieh  it 
would  be  impoBsible  for  them,  with  dui 
garf  to  the  value  of  preparatory  evidence, 
to  proceed  to  the  conaideratian  of  the  q — 
tion  as  to  how  far  it  would  be  safe  and 
pedient  to  commute  the  present  disgraceful 
ftud  ihocUng  punishraettt  into  one  of  a 
nature  aa  effectual  though  not  ao  abhorrent 
to  dvilised  idciety.  It  was  therefore,  he 
conceived,  necessaiy  for  themi  previous  to 
the  introductioa  of  the  annual  Act  for  the 
■uppression  of  mutiny,  to  have  laid  liefore 
them  some  returns  by  which  it  might  be 
ascertained  how  far  the  practice  of  corporal 
punishment  had  decreased  in  the  army, 
«nd  also  how  far  the  application  of  puniBti- 
ments  in  general  throughout  that  branch 
of  the  service  was  in  accordance  with  the 
mild  spirit  of  legislation  which  hsid  ao  for- 
tunat^y  and  with  so  much  success  prevail- 
ed of  late  years  in  civil  society.  The 
House  was  in  possesaion  of  no  facts  nor  of 
any  data  which  could  throw  a  light  upon 
tho  practice  of  Courta-martial,  until  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Coventry  had  fur- 
nished some  information,  which  was  after- 
wards increased  on  the  occasion  of  the  mo- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  Middlesex  on 
the  afebject  of  corporal  punishment.  That 
infonnation  was  useful  as  far  as  it  went, 
but  it  was  not  sufficient  fully  to  elucidate 
the  8ub|ect.  It  was  the'  opinion  of  persons 
of  the  highest  military  as  well  as  civil  au- 
thority, that  the  practice  of  flogging  was 
worse  than  nseless,  and  more  to  now  than 
it  had  ever  hitherto  been.  The  experience 
nf  observant  inquirers  on  this  subject  made 
them  aware  that  the  man  who  was  once 
flogged  was,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  a  lost 
man  ;  that  he  constantly  fell  from  one  act 
of  disgrace  into  another  ;  until  in  many  in- 
stances the  individual  became  little  better 
than  ft  flogging  block  in  his  regiment.  It 
had  been  stated,  by  a  very  high  authority, 
as  a  proof  that  milder  punishments  would 
be  efficacious,  that  the  effect  of  hard  labour 
and  solitary  confinement  had  been  tried 
with  the  happiest  results  in  lieu  of  flog- 
ging upon  the  moit  brutal.  On  a  former 
occasion  ha  had  expressed  his  intention  of 
moving  for  returns  which  would  enable 
him  to  trace  a  flogged  soldier  through  bis 
whole  career,  in  order  that  the  eflects  of 
this  mode  of  punishment  might  be  made 
more  obvious  ;  but  be  had,  upon  considera- 
tion, abandoned  his  intention,  as  the  re- 
turns would  be  too  intricate  to  he  furnished. 
He,  therefore,  had  contented  himself  with 
the  returns  stated  in  his  notice,  and  he 
the  tngn  readily  odoptid  tbe  liinited  mo- 


tion as  he  looted  with  Rome  erpectadons 
to  the  result  of  the  labours  of  the  Commis' 
sion  which  had  been  appointed  to  inquire 
into  this  subject.  Ha  should,  of  coutm> 
refrain  from  touching  upon  the  melan- 
choly result  of  two  recent  cases  of  flo^ng, 
as  they  were  not  sufficiently  before  the  puV 
lie  to  enable  people  to  form  a  correct  opin- 
ion of  the  facts ;  but  it  could  hardly  be 
denied  that  the  practice  had  again  occa- 
sioned the  loss  of  life  in  two  instances.  la 
expressing  bis  opinions  upon  this  revolting 
punishment,  be  by  no  means  denred  or 
meant  to  disparage  the  judgment  of  thoM 
high  military  authorities  who  had  given 
their  opinions  that  there  was  a  necessity 
for  its  continuance ;  but  be  must  be  allowed 
to  say  that  those  opinions  were  anything 
but  conclusive,  and  they  must  also,  in  >ome 
degree,  be  attributed  to  the  circumstance 
that  the  long- continued  practice  of  flogging 
bod  wedded  the  supporters  of  the  system  to 
it.  He  did  not  attribute  to  any  military 
men  tbe  desire,  or  even  the  actual  fact,  c^ 
having  misused  their  power,  but  perbapa 
they  were  not  so  able  to  judge  of  its  e^ts, 
as  to  abuse  or  use,  as  those  who  were  im- 
partial witnesses  of  the  circumstances.  It 
was  an  extraordinary  fact  that,  at  the 
time  of  Sir  Samuel  Romilly's  endeavours  to 
lessen  tbe  practice  of  flo^ng  in  tbe  army, 
the  Bench  of  Judges  were  opposed  to  its 
abolition,  and  the  Bench  was  composed  of 
men  not  remarkable  for  their  severity.  It 
would  now  scarcely  be  believed  that  humane 
men  of  such  high  characters  and  standing 
would  have  set  their  facet  against  an  at- 
tempt to  ameliorate  the  lot  of  humanity, 
but  tbe  difficulty  was  solved  when  the 
penal  code  of  that  day  was  compared  with 
the  milder  application  of  punishment  now 
so  happily  and  so  efficaciously  in  vogue.  He 
might  state  as  an  example  of  the  fiiUacy 
of  the  creed  which  adopted  severity  of 
punishment  as  its  criterion  of  obedience 
and  due  observance  of  the  law,  a  eirctmi- 
stance  which  hod  come  to  his  knowledge, 
upon  the  authority  of  a  well  informed  per- 
son. In  the  colony  of  New  South  Wales  an 
Order  in  Council  was  issued  restricting  Ma- 
gistratesfrom  inflicting  more  than  fiftylashaa 
upon  convicts  who  had  misconducted  them- 
selves. Tbe  Governor  was  told,  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  restrain  those  unhappy  men 
in  anything  like  subordinate  boun(&  if  this 
order  was  acted  upon.  The  Governor,  how- 
,  followed  his  own  opinion  upon  the 
subject,  the  Order  in  Council  was  not  re- 
scinded, and  most  certainly  the  Oovemment 
td  that  colony  wu  not  shaken,  aoi  in  any 
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way  duturbed  in  coniequence.  Thus  tbe 
mne  leiultg  tniffbt,  he  was  convinced,  be 
looked  for  by  aUecing  tbe  system  in  the 
array.  He  va«  willing  to  Admit  that  mili- 
tary aathority  upon  this  point  was  very 
much,  and  deservedly  so,  looiked  up  to  by 
the  community  at  large.  But  in  the  mean 
time  the  House  ought  to  collect  facts,  in 
order  that  they  might  guide  the  exercise  of 
their  judgments  by  them.  There  was  no 
di%renoe  in  opinion  as  to  the  practice  it* 
■elf;  all  admitted  it  to  be  dreadful,  but  the 
real  difference  was  as  to  the  safety  of  doing 
away  with  it.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that 
the  House  would  no  longer  sanction  the 
Mutiny  Act,  without  ample  and  convincing 
proofs  of  [he  necesEitj  of  this  punishment 
and  whenever  the  House  should  be  called 
upon  to  renew  that  Act,  he  trusted  it 
would  require  an  exact  statement  from  the 
Government  of  the  mode  in  which  the 
power  of  inflicting  cor)Mral  punishment  had 
ueen  exercised  during  the  past  year.  He 
hoped  that  tbe  House  would  then  be  satisfied 
as  he  was,  that  the  present  brutal  punish- 
ment could  be  dispensed  with  in  the  army, 
in  the  same  way  that  violent  and  shocking 
punishments  had  been  abolished  in  civil 
■ociety ;  and  that  the  milder  and  not  less 
efficacious  punishments  of  solitary  con- 
finement and  hard  labour  would  be  sub- 
tituted,  which  would  be  much  more 
in  accordance  with  the  feelings  of  the 
country  and  the  spirit  of  modern  legis- 
lation. He  begged  to  move  for  a  return  of 
the  number  of  Boldiers  who  have  suffered 
either  corporal  punishment  or  imprisonment, 
and  wherever  either  corporal  punishment 
or  imprisonment  has  been  inHicled  on  the 
nme  person  more  than  once,  specifying  how 
often  it  has  been  so  inflicted. 

Mr,  Herbert  B.  Curleis  had  long  been 
convinced  that  the  practice  of  flogging  in 
the  army  ought  to  be  abolished,  at  least 
during  the  time  of  peace :  with  respect  to 
its  infliction  during  a  war,  and  its  absolute 
necesmty  to  preserve  discipline  when  the 
troops  were  on  foreign  service,  he  would 
offer  no  opinion ;  but  as  far  as  regarded  its 
abolition  wliilst  the  peace  continued  he  was 
the  determined  and  constant  advocate  of 
that  alteration  in  the  Mutiny  Act,  and  had 
on  all  occasions  voted  for  it.  He  strongly 
approved  of  the  motion,  to  which  he  would 
beg  tu  add  an  amendment,  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  said  be  did  not  object  to — 
[Wo,  no."}  He  begged  pardooj  he  had 
understood  the  right  hon.  Gentlemati  so, 
but  he  ffould  not  oold  turn  to  tbe  word* 
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private  conversation.  The  amend- 
ment which  he  proposed  was  to  add  tbe 
following  words: — "What  the  sentence 
was,  and  in  what  manner  it  was  carried 
into  execution." 

Mr.  Cutlar  Fergtustm  was  sorry  his 
hon.  Friend  had  entered  so  much  at  large 
upon  the  question  to  which  the  returns 
moved  for  referred,  as  he  had  been  led  to 
believe  such  was  not  his  intention,  but  that 
he  merely  meant  to  move  for  the  returns 
specified,  and  which  he  had  intimated  to 
him  his  noble  Friend  the  Secretary-at-War, 
was  ready  to  grant.  The  present  was  not 
a  fit  time  to  enter  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  great  question  of  military  flogging, 
and  he  wished  very  much  that  his  hon. 
Friend  had  waited  until  the  proper  op- 
portunity had  developed  itself.  He  had  no 
objection  to  furnish  the  returns  required. 
There  would  be  some  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing the  details  required  by  the  hon.  Mem. 
ber  OS  to  the  number  of  times  the  same 
man  bad  been  punished;  but  he  would 
take  such  means  as  were  within  hb  power 
to  obtain  the  returns  correctly  from  each 
regiment,  in  order  that  the  object  of  his 
hon.FriendmightheBnswered.  Withrespect 
to  the  observations  which  had  OKaped 
his  hon.  Friend  as  to  the  fatal  result  of  the 
recent  cases  of  punishment,  he  must  say 
that  there  was  nothing  at  present  before  the 
House  to  warrant  them  m  believing  that 
death  had  ensued  from  the  actual  flogging  ; 
and  it  was  incumbent  on  them  to  be  in 
possession  of  the  facts  before  any  judgment 
was  pronounced  upon  them. 

Mr.  Itobinson  expressed  his  utter  abhor- 
rence of  the  practice  of  military  flogging  ; 
and  he  never  could  he  persuaded  by  any 
returns  showing  ita  diminution,  either  that 
it  ought  to  he  continued,  or  that  the  House, 
relying  upon  the  humanity  of  the  officers 
of  the  array,  ought  to  be  satisfied  so  lung 
as  the  slightest  vestige  of  so  dreadful  a 
practice  remained  on  the  statute-book. 
Two  dreadful  examples  of  its  fatal  ineffi- 
ciency had  recently  occurred  at  Woolwich  ; 
they  certainly  could  not  at  present  be  made 
a  subject  of  consideration  by  the  House,  be- 
cause the  case  was  now  undergoing  inves- 
tigation, hut  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  (Mr.  C.  Fcrgusson)  declared 
that  the  facts  were  not  sufficiently  before 
the  House  for  them  to  form  a  judgment 
upon  them,  he  must  take  tbe  liberty  of 
telling  him  thot  if  those  men  had  not  been 
flogged,  their  deaths  would  not  have  ensued 
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quired  TevisioD.  So  long  ai  tbe  present 
mode  of  recruiting  was  persevered  in,  by 
which  b11  the  worst  aubjects  in  the  kiiigdi 
were  made  soldiers  of,  so  long  no  proper 
state  of  discipline  could  be  maintained. 
Let  tbe  autborities  endeavour  to  heighten 
the  character  of  the  service  by  rejecting 
disorderly  and  improper  characters,  and  let 
them  also  put  into  practice  the  method  en- 
forced in  the  Continental  troops,  of  degrad- 
ing and  di&misBing  the  man  who  acts  dis. 
gracefully,  and  that  would  be  found  ai 
effectual  in  the  English  army  as  it  was  oi 
tbe  Continent,  and  would  also  enable  them 
to  dispense  with  tbe  brutal  infliction  of 
flinging,  which  the  public,  he  was 
convinced,  were  all  of  opinion  was  as  re- 
pugnant to  true  policy  as  it  was  abhorrent 
to  every  principle  of  humanity  and  justice. 
General  Sharpe  said,  that  he  was  far 
from  being  an  advocate,  abstractedly  speak. 
ing,  for  the  practice  of  flogging;  but  be 
was  afraid,  indeed  he  was  certain,  that  the 
description  of  punishment  recommended  in 
its  stead  would  go  much  further  to  degrade 
the  soldier  than  the  punishment  nov 
practice.  He  denied  that  the  punisbr 
of  flogging  so  far  degraded  a  soldier  that 
he  could  noTer  after  be  respected  or  respect 
himself.  He  would  state  facts  in  support 
of  his  opinion.  As  one  instance,  he  could 
name  a  case  when  he  commanded  a  regi- 
ment of  Dragoons  during  the  war.  He 
happened  to  be  brigaded  with  another  regi- 
ment, in  which  the  gallant  Member  tor 
Bath  (General  Palmer)  then  served, 
that  regiment  there  whs  a  soldier  who  had 
been  flogged  for  drunkenness,  but  who  bad 
afterwards  conducted  himself  so  well  that 
he  was  made  a  non-com miHrnincd  ofGcer, 
and  was  subsequently  raised  to  the  rank 
of  seneant-major.  In  the  regiment  which 
he  (General  Sharpe)  commanded,  an  Ad- 
jutant was  at  that  time  wanted,  and  he 
applied  to  the  noble  Earl  who  commanded 
the  other  regiment  to  know  if  he  could 
spare  bis  seijeant-major,  who  appeared  to 
be  a  most  efiicent  non 'Commissioned  officer. 
The  noble  Earl  replied  that  he  could ;  but 
that  be  felt  it  hU  duty  to  stale  that  the 
man  bad  once  been  flogged  for  drunkenness. 
Having  regard  to  the  character  of  the  crime 
for  which  tbe  man  had  been  punished,  and 
his  subsequent  good  conduct,  which  bad 
raised  him  to  the  rank  of  sergeant-major, 
he  (General  Sharpe)  did  not  hesitate  to 
take  him  into  his  regiment  ai  his  Adjutant, 
which  rank  of  course  entitled  him  to  asso> 
ciatc  with  the  other  officers  of  the  regiment 
on  a  perfect  equality.     In  this  situation  he 


continued  to  conduct  himself  with  «  much 
efficiency,  propriety  and  gentlematdy  con- 
duct, that  he  was  beloved  by  his  brother 
officers ;  and  the  noUe  Earl,  hie  old  Colonel, 
having  afterwards  bad  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  how  much  he  was  liked  in  the  regi- 
ment, and  bow  well  he  conducted  himself, 
made  a  special  request  to  have  him  back 
again  as  his  own  Adjutant — a  request 
which  would  not  have  been  granted  to  any 
one  elue.  He  did  go  back  to  his  old  regi- 
ment, and  soon  after  rose  to  the  rank  of 
Captain.    Did  not  this  case  show  that  flog- 

Sing  did  not  degrade  the  man?  But,  let 
im  ask,  if  this  man  had  undergone  the 
Eunishment  of  the  treadmill,  would  he 
ave  b«en  received  as  their  equal  by  any 
body  of  officers  in  tbe  British  army  ?  Most 
certainly  he  would  not.  He  never  would 
have  been  permitted  to  rank  with  gentle- 
men. The  gallant  General  cited  another 
similar  instance  where  flogging  a  man  had 
not  produced  the  degrading  enects  univer- 
sally attributed  to  it,  and  maintained  that 
tbe  continuance  of  the  practice  was  indis- 
pensable to  the  safety  and  tbe  discipline  of 
the  army. 

Mr.  Hume  was  surprised  at  the  assertion 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member,  that  there 
was  nothing  degrading  in  being  flogged ; 
and  he  could  not  but  regret  that  theopinion 
of  the  gallant  GeneiBl  should  be  fanned 
upon  an  isolated  case,  opposed  as  it  was  to 
so  many,  which  should  induce  him  to  arrive 
at  quite  a  different  conclusion.  However, 
this  was  not  the  time  to  enter  upon  the 
'iscussion  of  so  wide  a  subject.     He  should. 


however. 


B  conviction  that  the 


had  arrived  when  that  House  should 
interfere  to  put  an  end  to  such  a  qrstem. 
If  the  Government  did  not  interfere  to  put 
an  end  to  this  abominable  practice,  tliat 
House  would  be  obliged  to  interfere,  and 
tell  both  the  Government  and  the  officers 
of  his  Majesty's  service,  that  tbe  soldiers 
should  nolonger  be  subjected  to  the  infliction 
of  a  punishment  so  degrading.  He  wished 
to  know  from  his  right  hon.  Friend  below 
liim,  when  they  might  expect  the  Report 
of  the  Commissioners. 

Tbe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchtqiier  said, 
that  his  noble  Friend,  the  Secretary  of  War, 
was  most  anxious  to  forward  the  Report  of 
the  Commission  ;  and  in  answer  to  an  ap- 
plication made  within  the  last  few  days  to 
persons  connected  with  that  Commission, 
his  noble  Friend  had  been  informed  that 
within  a  week  it  might  be  expected  the 
Report  would  be  in  uie  hands  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers. 
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Mr.  Oltar  Farguuim  nid,  tlut  the 
indiTlduftls  employed  on  that  Commusicni 
had  been  eagaged  mcMt  industriouil;  in  the 
dutiet  ungned  to  tfaem.  Not  one  moment 
bad  been  loit,  and  he  believed  their  labours 
had  becD  brought  to  a  tenuinatioii.  He 
could  not  caj  how  long  this  Report  might 
be  in  the  handi  of  the  printeni,  but  he  had 
little  doubt  but  it  would  be  in  the  handi  of 
the  Goremment  before  the  expiration  of  a 
week. 

Major  Fancoutt  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
offering  only  one  luggeslion.  The  surgeon 
of  the  regiment  was  always  present  when 
these  punishments  were  inflicted,  and  cxer- 
dsed  such  humanitf  in  the  amount  of 
pnnishment  as  the  nature  of  the  case  might 
require.  This,  however,  was  done  only  at 
the  raonient.  Perhaps  it  would  be  desirable 
if,  previously  to  theinflictiunofthepunish- 
ment,  the  surgeon  were  to  inquire  into  the 
previous  general  state  of  health.  This 
might  be  the  means  of  preventing  the  occur- 
rence of  death,  as  happened  in  tome  recent 
cases.  Tliis  might  prevent  the  infliction  of 
a  heavier  punishment  than  was  contem- 
plated by  the  Court-martial. 

Colonel  Sibthorpe  bad  served  aome  years 
in  the  Scotch  Greys,  and  scarcely  ever  saw 
this  punishment  inflicted  in  the  regiment 
Those  who  were  anxious,  as  all  officer* 
must  be,  to  preserve  the  character  of  a 
regiment,  would  have  recourse  to  it  as  sel- 
dom as  possible.  With  respect  to  the 
Eunisbment  of  solitary  confinement  and  hard 
ibour,  there  was  this  objection  to  it,  that 
it  would  have  the  effect  of  punishing  the 
innocent  for  the  guilty ;  for  the  innocent 
men  would  have  to  do  the  duty  of  the 
guilty  during  their  confinement.  He  would 
object  to  the  return,  as  not  being  full  enough. 
There  should  be  also  a  return  stating  the 
general  character  of  the  men,  and  the  dr- 
cunutances  under  which  the  punishment 
was  awarded.  It  could  not  be  denied,  that 
the  fear  of  this  mode  of  punishment  had  a 
great  effect  upon  the  soldiers.  He  feared 
It  would  be  impossible  to  do  away  alto, 
gether  with  military  flogging,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  preserve  the  discipline  of  the 
army.  He  knew,  in  the  early  period  of  his 
service,  a  distinguished  officer  upon  whom 
It  bad  been  inflicted. 

Mr.  ffCmntU  emphatically  denied  that 
flogging  was  either  necenary  or  efiectual 
for  the  purpose  of  what  the  ^lant  Officer 
was  pleased  to  call  "redeeming"  the  soU 
diers.  And  so  the  gallant  Colonel  had 
disoovered  that  the  substitution  of  solilary 
confinement  for  flo^ug  would  be  puniah- 


ing  the  remainder  of  the  reginwnt  6k  dw 
oSoce  of  one  I  Suppoae  for  a  moment  that 
it  was  so,  would  it  not  be  dteai^y  pur- 
chasing the  abolition  of  that  disgraceful  and 

degra£ng  punishment,  by  oUigins  a  man 
to  occadontdly  mount  an  additimu  guard  t 
But  what  was  really  the  case  ?  "  ^ilitaij 
confinement,"  quoth  the  gallant  Officer, 
"would  take  the  man  from  his  duty."  Well, 
did  flogging  send  him  to  it?  No;  he  wat 
flogged  till  the  skin  was  stripped  from  his 
back,  and  then  sent  to  a  hospital  to  abide  the 
chance  of  a  mortilicatiun.  But  it  was  necei» 
sary,  it  seemed,  to  flog,  in  order  to  "redeem" 
the  soldiers.  Kcdeem  I  Oh,  it  was  a  word 
that  should  not  be  so  desecrated.  The 
army  of  Napoleon — not  a  soldier  in  it 
was  flogged,  and  yet  they  were  tolerably 
well  fitted  for  the  ordinary  duties  of  mHi. 
tary  life.  It  was  time  that  this  degrading 
punishment  were  totally  abolished— that 
Che  lash  should  be  no  longer  applied  to  the 
back  of  a  British  soldier,  when  it  was  dis- 
continued even  amongst  the  black  men. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  concluded 
by  expressing  a  hope  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Barnstaple  would  persevere  in  bis 
motion  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  Wakley  said,  that  without  going 
into  the  general  question,  he  should  merely 
observe,  in  refereoce  to  the  recent  cases 
at  Woolwich,  that  be  had  himselfseen  one 
of  the  bodies,  and  he  had  never  seen 
stronger  proofs  of  death  having  ensued 
From  bodily  injury.  Upon  examination 
of  the  body,  no  traee  of  internal  disease 
could  be  discovered,  and  the  blush  of 
health  was  still  on  the  cheek  of  the  corpse. 
He  should  not  advert  to  this  subject  at 
more  length,  as  he  should  now  give  notice 
that  lie  should,  on  the  morrow,  move  for 
a  return  of  the  finding  of  the  Jury,  and  the 
evidence  taken  before  lliem.  There  was 
an  account  of  the  proceedings  at  the 
Marine-barracks  at  this  place,  io  a  news- 
paper of  great  circulation  and  influence — 
he  meant  The  tVeeklu  IXspalch.  He 
would  read  it  to  the  ({ouse: — "  Early  on 
Monday  inorniog  last,  a  private  marine, 
named  William  Saundry,  was  led  fbrtli 
into  the  opea  space  fronting  the  barracks 
at  Woolwich,  to  undergo  the  christian-like 
punishment  of  receiving  two  hundred 
lasbea.  The  square  having  been  formed, 
and  the  wretched  delinquent  tied  up  to  the 
halberts,  the  drunimers  commenced,  when 
the  screams  of  the  miserable  wretch  weia 
so  loud  and  heart-pierciog,  that,  notnith- 
standing  the  fifes  and  dfums  ware  enle[«d 
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to  drovn  them,  it  iitioBkivel;  stated  that 
they  could  be  beard  above  a  mile  and  a 
half  aeroM  the  Artillery- ground  I  After 
receiving  one  hundred  lashei,  or  nine 
hundred  corde  having  been  pBRicd  over 
his  lacerated  back,  Saundry  was  ordered 
to  be  taken  down,  Tor  nhat  reason  is  not 
knonn,  nor  will  we  venture  to  Btate  whe~ 
tber  it  was  a  voluntary  or  forced  act  by 
the  officer  in  command.  Saundry  was  led 
to  the  infirmary  in  a  Taincing  state  ;  and 
whether  the  same  fate  awaits  htm  that  fell 
to  the  lot  of  the  victim  RamsaVi  time  alone 
will  prove.  It  may  be  as  well  here  to  give 
a  description  of  the  cat  used  in  the  marine 
corps.  Similar  to  others,  it  has  nine 
thongs  made  of  whipcord,  in  each  of 
which  three  over-hanU  knots  are  tied,  and 
at  the  end  of  each  cord  there  is  a  hard 
substance  formed  about  the  size  of  a  large 
pea.  On  the  night  previous  to  the  sentence 
being  carried  into  effect,  the  drummers 
received  orders  to  soak  the  cats  iu  water, 
after  which  they  were  hung  up  to  dry,  thus 
making  each  cord  like  a  piece  of  i 
To  complete  the  education  of  the  di 
mers  in  this  diabolical  practice,  the  figure 
of  a  man's  back  is  cnalked  out  in  the 
drummers'- room,  and  they  ara  taught  so 
to  administer  the  lash,  as  to  prevent  the 
cords  being  clotted  together  with  an  of* 
fender's  blood,  as  they  draw  the  cat  across 
his  shoulders.  This  is  done  that  each  of 
the  knots,  thirty-six  in  number,  may  take 
proper  effect  in  jagging  the  man's  flesh." 
Now  this  account  had  not  been  contra- 
dicted. The  gallant  Member  for  Dumfries 
■aid,  that  flogging  was  not  degrading  tc 
the  soldier.  Now  he  would  ask  whethei 
it  was  honourable?  He  would  also  ask. 
if  it  was  not  degrading  to  the  men,  why  it 
was  not  applied  to  the  ofhcera  ? 

Major  Beauclerk  had  received  a  letter 
from  Portsmouth,  in  which  it  was  stated 
that  4,000  lashes  had  been  inflicted  on  the 
men  in  the  corps  of  marines  stationed  there, 
within  a  twelvemonth.     He  would,  there- 


corps.  He  knew  that  it  was  the  opinion 
of  most  of  the  officers  in  the  army  that 
the  time  bad  arrived  when  corporal  punish, 
ment  should  be  dispensed  with.  Thii 
could  only  be  done  satisfictorily  in  times  a 
peace,  and  he  inlreated  the  Goremment 
at  least  to  try  the  experiment  without 
delay. 

Colonel  Thompson,  on  the  other  hand, 
observed: — many  junior  officers  having 


stated  their  opinion  upon  this  subjwt,  he 
could  not  refrain  from  adding  the  testi* 
mony  which  an  experience  of  thirty  years 
enabled  him  to  give  of  the  miserable  con- 
sequences of  [hat  -brutal  and  degrading 
punishment.  He  believed  it  was  the  bane 
and  nuisance  of  every  officer  who  desired 
to  do  his  duty.  If  it  was  desirable  to 
abolish  it  in  time  of  peace,  it  was  ten  times 
morti  desirable  to  abolish  it  in  time  of  war, 
as  it  prevented  the  officers  raising  up  those 
feelings  between  officer  and  soldier  which, 
those  moments  when  nothing  but  per- 
sonal attachment  had  any  influence,  would 
stop  the  soldier  from  committing  the  ex- 
cesses which  frequently  disgraced  war.  Did 
any  one  believe  that  if  that  punishment 
had  not  been  enforced,  those  dreadful 
zeiies,  at  the  bare  mention  of  which  the 
'hole  British  army  blushed~he  referred 
to  the  horrors  of  Badajoz  and  St.  Sebastian 
— would  have  occurred.  Let  the  British 
officer  have  the  opportunity  of  encourag- 
ing his  men,  when  occasion  required,  with 
arguments  like  these,  "  Did  I  not  shield 
'ou  from  punishment  on  such  an  occasion? 
3id  I  not  bring  you  up  when  you  were 
hanging  in  the  rear,  with  your  musket  on 
ly  shoulder,  and  would  you  desert  me 
3w?"  Would  such  an  appeal  not  be 
listened  to?  The  punishment  of  flogging 
was  not  inflicted  when  a  battle  was  ex- 
pected, for  they  said,  "  We  cannot  be 
flogging  men  before  the  enemy."  Why, 
then,  cuhivBte  a  punishment  that  had  tbii 
peculiar  nature,  that  it  failed  before  the 
enemy  ?  Let  a  man  who  deserved  serious 
punishment  be  handcuffed  and  marched 
a  prisoner  in  the  rear,  and  if  that  does  not 
touch  his  sense  of  danger  oi  his  sense  of 
shame,  treat  him  like  a  piece  of  useleaa 
baggage-— like  a  cast  horse — and  on  the 
first  opportunity  get  rid  of  him  for  ever. 

Mr.  Roebuck  said,  that  as  punishments 
bad  been  successfully  mitigated  as  regarded 
drilians,  be  did  not  see  why  such  severe 
punishments  in  the  array  should  be  con- 
tinued. He  understood  that  the  punish- 
ment in  the  marine  corps  was  much  more 
severe  than  that  in  the  army.  In  the 
former,  the  cat  which  was  used  in  the  navy 
was  used,  while  in  the  latter  one  of  a  dif- 
ferent construction  was  used.  It  had  been 
slated  that  during  the  Peninsular  war, 
when  the  bodies  of  English  and  Spantdi 
soldiers  were  stripped  and  iett  together, 
that  the  French  troops  when  they  came 
up,  conld  always  distinguish  the  bodies 
of  the  En^iih  by  turnuig  them  upi  as 
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ihey  generally  found  th^  bacfci  muked 
with  Uie  cat.  He,  of  course,  did  not  itate 
this  on  biB  own  authority;  but  it  wu 
asserted  in  a  publication  written,  he  under- 
stood, by  a  person  who  was  formerly  a 
suKeon  in  the  army. 

Dr.  Bomring  remarked  that  he  visited 
the  town  of  St.  Sebastian  soon  after  it  was 
taken  by  assault  by  the  English  troops,  and 
hebad  the  declarations  of  the  magistrates  of 
the  place  in  his  posses^n,  as  to  the  conduct 
of  the  soldiers.  He  had  then  beard  it 
stated  repeatedly,  that  many  officers  had 
been  destroyed  in  endeavouring  to  prevent 
the  horrible  depredations  and  crimes  which 
were  committed  by  the  English  soldiers. 
He  hail  no  doubt  that  the  British  ofGcers 
could  have  exercised  such  a  control  over  the 
soldiers,  as  to  prevent  them  committing 
such  atrocities,  had  it  not  been   for  the 

?>tem  of  flogging.  The  soldiers  of  the 
rench  army  entertained  an  almost  bound, 
less  confidence  and  attachment  to  their 
officers,  and  this  chiefly  arose  from  the 
lightness  of  tbe  punishment  inflicted  in 
that  army. 

Mr.  Harvey  stated,  that  wlien  the  ques- 
tion was  brought  forward  last  year,  it  was 
postponed  at  the  suggestion  of  tbe  noble 
Secretary  at  War,  wbo  stated  that  Govern, 
ment  had  appointed  a  commission  to  in. 
quire  into  the  system  of  military  punish- 
ments, with  a  view  to  see  whether  a  change 
could  not  be  cfiected,  and  that  it  was  de- 
sirable to  wait  for  its  report.  From  what 
the  House  had  that  night  beard,  it  appear. 
ed  probable  that  a  long  delay  would  occur. 
He  trusted,  therefore,  the  House  would 
not  allow  the  matter  to  rest. 

Mr.  B.  C.  Fergtutm  repeated,  that  all 
the  witnesses  that  it  was  intended  to  call 
hod  been  examined,  and  the  report  was 
nearly  ready  to  be  laid  before  the  House. 
The  inveit^tion  had  been  carried  on,  in 
such  a  way  as  to  throw  the  most  perfect 
light  on  the  subject. 

Colonel  L.  Jona  Parry  observed,  that 
*  as  one  of  tlie  oldest  officers  in  the  army,  he 
was  anxious  to  trouble  tbe  House  with  a 
few  observations.  He  believed,  that  he 
might  quote  the  authority  of  Lord  Hill, 
■aying  that  punishment  in  the  army  n 
declining,  and  that  there  was  little  doubt 
but  that  it  would  within  a  short  time  be 
got  rid  of  altogether.  He  had  served  many 
years  in  a  regiment  in  a  most  excellent  state 
of  discipline,  and  during  that  time 
not  recollect  a  single  inntance  of  punish, 
ment  having  been  inflicted.  As  some  allu. 
■ions  had  been  made  to  the  marines — and 
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he  belied  to  obaerve  that  he  bad  tha 
honour  during  a  portion  of  tbe  late  war  of 
commanding  two  battalions  of  marines — s 
excellent  or  useful  body  of  troops  did 
xist  in  the  service,  and  their  conduct 
u  exemphiTj  during  that  time,  that 
there  was  no  necessity  to  resort  to  punish- 

Mr.  Lennard's  motion  was  agreed  to. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hume  a 
similar  returu  was  ordered  with  respect  to 
the  marines. 

DispuTEn  Elections.]  Mr.  CharUt 
BuUcT  rose  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
under  the  attention  of  the  House  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  law  relating  to  tbe  trial  of 
controverted  elections,  and  to  move  for  tbe 
appointment  of  a  Committee  to  inquire 
into  it.  He  was  aware  that  tbe  subject 
was  not  of  an  interesting  nature,  and  that 
the  House  might  not,  perhaps,  like  to  listen 
to  an  enumeration  of  its  own  misdeeds; 
but  be  trusted  that  attention  would  be 
given  to  him  for  a  short  time.  He  could 
not  help  feeling  that  be  should  have 
brought  forward  his  motion  with  greater 
advantage  during  tbe  last  Session,  when 
Members  had  to  attend  Election  Committees, 
and  when  their  attention  was  much  directed 
to  tbe  subject.  At  that  time  many  Mem- 
bers on  both  sides  of  the  House  admitted 
that  they  found  the  present  system  to  be 
inconvenient,  and  exuaimed  loudly  against 
its  injustice.  If  the  feelings  of  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen had  somewhat  moderated  since  then, 
still  he  trusted  that  they  had  not  alto- 
gether passed  away,  but  that  they  were 
willing  to  enter  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  subject  and  would  devote  to  bim 
for  a  short  time  their  serious  attention. 
Some  Members  might  feel  shocked  at  a 
proposal  to  make  at  once  a  complete  change 
in  tbe  system  of  trying  controverted  elec- 
tions ;  but  although  be  was  satisfied  that 
such  a  course  of  proceeding  would  be  expe- 
dient, still  be  did  not  intend  to  do  so,  but 
merely  wished  to  move  for  a  Committee 
of  Inquiry.  Before  the  Grenville  Act  was 
passed,  the  House  assumed  to  itself  the 
right  of  exercising  a  jurisdiction  in  matters 
of  election  petitions,  and  determining  in 
such  cases,  in  the  same  numbers  and  the 
same  forms  in  which  it  decided  political 
questions,  who  was  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
Pariiament.  The  decision  of  tbe  Houae 
was  then  come  to  under  the  same  party 
feelings  as  operated  on  Members'  minds  in 
other  matters,  and  a  decision  in  a  case  of 
contested  election   was  a  lorty  triumpli. 
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Never,  probably,  were  the  rights  of  such  an 
important  body  4s  the  elective  body  in  this 
country  so  recklessly  trampled  on  as  by  that 
which  happened  to  be  the  predominant 
party  in  the  House.  He  would  only  refer 
to  one  &ct  in  the  history  of  the  last  century 
in  confirmation  of  this.  Every  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  aware  that  the  downfall  of  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  was  occadoned  by  the 
dedsioni  of  the  House  in  two  controverted 
elections.  A  historian  of  that  period  (he 
believed  it  was  Horace  Walpole)  said,  that, 
although,  in  the  first  of  these  cases,  the 
Minister  was  in  a  majority  of  four,  he 
thought  that  such  a  majority  in  a  matter 
on  which  ho  was  said  to  be  doing  right, 
was  not  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  go  on. 
The  Chamber  of  Deputies  in  France  also 
determined  all  cases  of  controverted  elec- 
tions in  the  full  House,  and  he  believed 
that  he  was  justified  in  saying,  with  an 
equal  sacrifice  of  justice  to  that  which 
was  formerly  experienced  here.  The  taking 
these  questions  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
whole  House  and  intrusting  them  to  a 
Committee  of  limited  numbers,  forming 
something  like  a  jury,  was  undoubtedly 
a  great  improvement ;  but  still  the  system 
in  many  respects  was  defective.  Indeed 
he  believed  that  it  was  now  generally 
admitted  that  the  tribunal  for  determining 
cases  of  elections  was  most  imperfect  and 
incompetent,  and  there  was  a  suspicion 
attaching  to  it  which  he  thought  they 
ought  to  be  proud,  as  Englishmen,  did 
not  attach  to  any  other  tribunal  in  the 
country.  If  the  public  were  admitted  on 
such  occasions,  they  would,  he  believed, 
be  surprised  at  what  took  place  at  the 
ballot  of  an  Election  Committee.  What 
would  they  think  if  they  saw  Gentle 
who  were  to  be  called  upon  to  exercise 
their  functions  in  a  judicial  capacityj 
come  doivD  to  the  House  under  what  wai 
called  "the  whip?"  This  vtas  the  casf 
on  both  sides  the  House,  and  therefori 
he  did  not  bring  the  charge  more  against 
one  party  than  another.  For  the  last  three 
or  four  years  both  sides  of  the  House 
had  been  assembled  on  the  balloting  for 
every  Election  Committee  under  "  the 
whip."  What  would  the  public  say  at 
hearing  the  expression  of  [»rty  feeling  in 
the  House  on  the  appointment  of  Members 
on  thisjudicial  tribunal,  where  three  or  four 
names  were  called  from  one  side.  He 
repeated,  that  he  did  not  apply  the  ohscr- 
vatiun  to  merely  one  side,  for  i:  was 
equally  applicable  to  both.  It  was  also 
common  to  hear  a  Member's  friends  eoiu- 
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plainof  it  as  a  matter  of  shame  if  his  name 
waa  called  end  he  was  not  present  Again, 
if  a  Member  approached  the  Table  to  be 
sworn  of  the  Committee  on  the  ground 
of  age  or  ofhcial  situation,  what  murmurs 
arose  from  his  friends,  and  what  feelings 
of  dissatisfaction  were  manifested  !  What 
opinion  would  the  public  form  of  the  fair- 
ness and  impartiality  of  the  House  in  these 
proceedings,  if  they  could  know  the  ex- 
pressions of  feeling  emanating  variously 
from  Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
after  a  ballot  had  concluded  ?  If  they 
were  allowed  to  listen  to  the  congratulations 
of  "  Oh,  you  have  got  a  very  good  Com- 
mittee f"  or  the  desparing  announcement  of 
a  Member  petitioned  against,  contained  in 
the  words  — ■  "  I  have  got  a  very  bad 
Committee,  and  I  may  as  well  strike  at 
once."  In  some  cases  this  had  been  seriously 
intended,  and  he  remembered  last  Session 
an  instance  in  which  a  specimen  of  the 
opinions  entertained  by  the  public  of  the 
fairness  of  members  of  a  Committee  had  been 
aflbrded  in  a  very  unusual  and  natve  manner. 
He  alluded  to  the  striking  of  the  Canterbury 
Election  Committee,  after  a  great  prepa- 
radon  on  both  sides  of  the  House.  The 
ballot  took  place,  and  on  the  very  same 
day  one  of  the  chief  supporters  in  Canter- 
bury of  the  Tory  candidate  stack  up  in  his 
window  a  list  of  the  Committee,  with  the 
letters  C  or  R,  designating  ConservaLivc  or 
Reformer,  appended  to  each  name ;  and  on 
this  announcement  a  jubilation  was  imme- 
diately prepared  by  the  Conservative  party 
in  that  city,  in  anticipation  of  certain  tri- 
umph before  a  tribunal  so  constituted.  So 
much  for  the  estimation  in  respect  to  fair- 
ness and  iropariiality,  and  the  absence  of 
party  feeling,  in  which  the  public  held 
these  tribunals  as  now  constituted.  That 
estimation  was  not  without  foundation, 
fur  he  remembered  two  or  three  years  hack 
two  Committees  sat  on  separate  petitions, 
both  complaining  of  bribery.  The  facts 
were  similar  in  both  cases,  both  turned  upon 
the  question  of  agency,  and  in  both  the 
final  decision  depended  on  the  result  of 
various  intermediate  resolutions.  In  one 
Committee  iho  bribery  was  held  to  be 
proved  by  a  majority  of  six  to  five  on  every 
one  of  the  intermediate  stages,  and  in  the 
other  Committee,  by  a  most  singular  coin- 
cidence, the  same  majority,  in  each  stage, 
came  to  decisions  whereby  the  proof  of 
bribery  was  shut  out.  Now,  as  to  the 
expense  of  these  proceedings,  they  were, 
of  course-,  will  known  to  lion.  Members 
who  had  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  have 
2G 
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of  the  hand  of  the  agent  for  the  returnine 
officer  were  inadmUaiblc,  wu  overruled, 
though  the  circunutances  were  the  tam< 
by  the  InvemeBs-Bhire  Comniittee.  Agaii 
in  the  first  Monlgomery  case,  which  he  bad 
already  mentioned,  the  point  raiiied  was 
the  sufficiency  of  the  proof  of  the  custody 
of  the  polUboolM.  The  Cummittee,  after 
argument,  held  the  proof  to  be  insufficient, 
but  the  second  Montgomery  Committee, 
before  whom  the  tame  objection  was  main- 
tained, decided  directly  the  reverxe,  and 
quashed  the  whole  caise.  He  was  not  sur- 
prised at  the  precipitancy  wiih  which  the 
Jut  decision  was  arrived  at,  when  be  found 
that  the  Committee  heard  the  case  on  the 
"  Oalfs  day,"  There  was  another  very 
important  point,  upon  which  the  greatest 
possible  uncertainty  prevailed  at  present, 
and  which  it  was  desirable  ihnuld  be  per- 
manently determined ;  be  alluded  to  the 
questbn  of  opening  the  registries,  or- to 
what  extent  the  registties  were  to  be  held 
to  be  conclusive.  On  this  point  he  believed 
the  Committees  on  English  Election  cases 
have  decided  uniformly  right ;  but  in  Ire- 
land there  was  the  greatest  possible  confu. 
sion.  He  meant  confusion  with  reference 
to  this  point.  Though  the  Irish  Reform 
Act  had  declared  the  registry  to  he  "  conclu- 
sive," there  had  been  no  less  than  three 
constructions  put  on  the  word  "  conclu- 
sive," as  applying  to  the  Barristers  deci. 
uon.  Galway,  Coleraine,  and  two  other 
Committees,  limiting  the  meaning  so  as 
to  lender  the  registry  utterly  useless  j  Car- 
low  and  Youghil  interpreting  it  bo  amply 
as  to  render  tlie  registry  al»n1ulely  final, 
and  so  rendering  the  Committee  useless. 
The  Clonmel  Committee  took  a  middle 
eourse,  admitting  an  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Barristat  in  such  votes  as 
were  objected  to  at  the  time  of  the  re- 
gistry, and  this  seemed  the  most  reasun- 
ahle  view  of  the  point.  The  next  point 
to  which  he  felt  it  necessary  to  advert, 
was  the  contrariety  of  decisions  as  to  the 
necessity  of  first  proving  agency  before 
giving  acts  of  bribery  in  evidence.  This 
was  a  point  whith  the  House  ought  long 
since  to  have  settled,  and  have  afforded 
every  facility  in  the  proof  of  allegations  of 
bribery.  At  present,  however,  the  charge 
of  bribery  was  always  met  with  a  most 
formidable  technical  objection — namely, 
that  it  was  not  allowable  to  prove  acts  of 
bribery  committed  wnii!  the  agency  of  the 
party  committing  them  was  Cully  proved. 
Now,  in  Septeinber,  1833,  the  Newry, 
Oxford,    Warwick,    and    Norwich   Com- 


I.  is}  l>itputed  EUtHM$.  &M 

mitleei  decided,  that  bribery  might  he 
shown  before  agency  was  proved,  while  the 
Ennis  and  the  Hertford  Committees  held 
directly  the  contrary ;  and  though  the 
same  point  was  raised  and  discussed  in  the 
Urintol  case,  yet  even  tlie  counsel  could  not 
malce  out  how  the  Committee  then  ailju- 
dicated.  But  he  had  a  still  more  singular 
instance  of  contrariety  of  decision  oflbrded 
him  in  the  Diingarvon  case  in  I83i,  where 
the  bribery  of  a  man  of  the  name  of  Dower 
was  admitted  in  proof  without  agency 
being  established,  and  yet  in  the  very  next 
page  of  the  Report,  he  cited,  the  Committee 
came  to  an  opposite  determination,  by  re. 
fusing  the  bribery  proof  of  Dower's  brother 
until  agency  was  made  out.  He  now  came 
again  to  the  first  and  second  Montgomery 
cases.  In  the  first,  Mr.  I'ugh,  who  was 
unseated  for  treating,  had  a  "very  bad" 
Committee.  A  new  contest  followed,  nnd 
the  Tory  candidate,  who  was  started  in 
Mr.  Pugh's  place,  became  the  petitioner, 
seeking  to  unseat  his  opponent  on  the  ground 
of  treating  at  the  former  election.  The 
Committee  on  the  second  petiliun  held  that 
the  recriminatory  case  ought  to  have  been 
gone  into  on  the  first  petition  when  it 
could  not  have  been  gone  into  as  the  then 
sitting  Member  was  not  a  party,  the  peti- 
tion being  from  electors,  and  refused  to 
entertain  it.  He  was  not  surprised,  for  on 
reference  to  his  Almanack  he  found  that  the 
last  Committee  sat  during  the  Epsom  week. 
Therewflsanothsr  important  point  on  which 
the  decisions  had  recently  been  various — he 
alluded  to  the  question  whether  after  re- 
gistration, a  man  could  he  disqualified  froia 
voting.  It  had  been  held  by  all  Com- 
mittees, for  B  long  time,  that  a  man  aban- 
doning his  qualitication  after  registration, 
but  before  the  poll,  was  disfranchised.  The 
contrary  had  been,  however,  the  decision 
of  the  Windsor  and  second  Canterbury 
Committees  last  Session.  Again,  thirteen 
Committees  had  held  that  paupers  had  no 
right  to  vote,  until  the  second  Canterbury 
and  the  Ipswich  Committees  admitted 
pauper  votes  objected  to.  Another  Com^ 
mittee  refused  to  reject  the  vote  of  a 
minor,  because  his  name  appeared  on  the 
register,  though  it  was  urged  by  counsel 
before  them,  that  on  the  same  principle  a 
woman  equally  disqualified  by  law  from 
voting  might,  if  registered,  be  retained 
on  the  poll.  In  the  Droitwich  case,  how- 
ever, the  Committee  struck  off  from  the 
poll  the  name  of  a  peer,  though  registered, 
niid  here  was  again  a  different  decision  upon 
two  most  obviously  liniilar  disqutdifica- 
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tions.  With  respect  to  the  disqualification 
of  pewons  employed  iu  the  revenue,  the 
Windsor  and  Canterbury  Committees  allow- 
ed the  votes  of  such  parties,  and  also  of  the 
itepern  of  post-offices,  while  the  Rochester 
Committee  decided  the  other  way.  He  had 
another  singular  instHnce  of  contrariety  of 
decisions  in  tlie  Monmouth  and  Worcester 
cases,  both  of  which  turned  upon  the 
qtiCB'ion  wliether  wagers  luid  as  to  the 
result  of  a  contest  did  not  amount  to 
merely  a  pretext  for  a  hribe.  It  appeared 
that  bets  of  5s.,  or  a  hottlc  of  wine,  had  l>een 
made.  In  the  Worcester  case,  such  a  bet 
was  held  to  disqualify  the  vote,  and  Mr. 
Bailey  retained  liis  seat.  In  the  Monmouth 
ease,  the  Committee  on  the  pctitiun  of  Mr. 
Bailcy'^i  son  held  otherwise,  and  the  result 
was,  that  the  difference  of  the  decisions  on 
the  ssme  point  seated  the  father  and  un- 
■eated  tlie  son.  He  thought  be  hod  stated 
enough  to  justify  him  in  moving  for  a 
Committee  of  In<iuiry  on  thissubject.  He 
had  prepared  a  plan  for  the  constitution  of 
Klection  Committees ;  but  he  did  not  thi 
it  would  be  proper  in  so  young  a  Member 
of  the  House  as  himself,  to  call  upon  Par- 
liament at  once  to  adopt  his  proposition. 
He  was  anxious  to  have  a  Committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  and  to 
recommend  any  plan  which  ihey  might 
consider  an  improvement  upon  the  existing 
kyatem ;  and  he  thought  this  a  better  mode 
of  proceeding  than  the  introduction  of  a 
Bill  in  the  first  instance.  He  would,  how- 
ever, explain  the  general  nature  of  the  plan 
he  WHS  himself  inclined  to  recommend,  and, 
in  doing  so,  he  might,  perhaps,  shock  some 
Gentlemen  by  the  extreme  moderatii 
the  reform  he  proposed;  hut  the  prinuipli 
upon  which  he  acted, 
and  to  all  other  matters. 
greater  change  than  Wf 
niry.  He  knew  that  soi 
of  opinion  that  no  good 
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was  nut  t9  make  a 
s  absolutely  neces- 
le  Gentlemen  were 
ivould  be  done  until 
9  of  controverted 


elcclions.sbould  be  entirely  taken  away  from 
the  House  of  Commons  and  transferred  to 
some  le<{al  tribunal.  He  did  not  concur  in 
th.it  opinion ;  for,  though  a  regular  legal 
tribunal  might  be  the  best  in  ordinary  iime.% 
he  still  tlioii^ht  it  van  the  duty  H'nd  the 
business  of  ihc  House  uf  Commons  to  pro- 
vide f>.r  the  maintenance  of  its  own  iniU*. 
pi-ndi-n-c  in  unfavourable  seasons.  For  this 
reaton  he  conceived  that  the  House  would 
nut  ni't  uisely  in  al'uwing  the  power  <•{ 
deiilinfi  on  controverted  elections  to  he 
I  ran -.fi.'! red  in  Judfies,  who  might  hajipin, 
a(  ^ine  jhTiod  or  uibcr,  tu  he  indis;>o»cd  to 


respect  the  privileges  of  the  Common!. 
The  best  course  for  the  House  to  adopt 
would  be  to  endeavour  to  make  its  own 
tribunal  as  perfect  as  possible,  and  it  struelc 
liim  that  it  would  be  an  obvious  improve- 
ment on  the  present  system,  if  the  number 
of  the  Members  composing  an  Election 
Committee  were  reduced,  and  their  indivi- 
dual responsibility  thereby  increased.  He 
would  also  advise  that  the  Committees 
should  be  struck  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
avoid  all  opportunity  for  the  display  of  that 
party  feeling  which,  to  the  discredit  of  the 
House,  was  now  occadoned  by  the  ballots. 
It  would  be  of  great  advantage,  in  default 
of  the  assistance  of  an  ordinary  Judge,  if  the 
House  were  to  secure  the  presence,  in  the 
Election  Committees,  ofa  permanent  chair* 
man  or  president,  in  whose  judgment,  expe^ 
rience,  and  knowledge  of  law,  confidence 
might  be  placed.  He  would  now  state  the 
heads  of  his  plan;  they  were  as  follows:— 
A  chairman  to  be  elected  by  the  House  at 
the  commencement  of  every  Parliament. 
(Of  course  there  must  be  more  than  one 
chairman;  but  the  number  might  be  settled 
by  the  Committee  to  which  he  proposed  to 
refer  the  consideration  of  the  question.) 
The  chairman  so  elected  should  prende  ex 
officio  over  the  Election  Committees,  and 
vote  in  all  divisions.  In  the  first  week  of 
every  Session,  the  names  of  all  Members, 
whether  present  or  absent,  should  he  placed 
in  the  balloting.box,  unless  reason  for  the 
contrary  should  be  slated  and  allowed  bj 
the  House ;  and  every  name  should  he  put 
down  on  paper  in  the  order  in  which  it  was 
drawn,  that  such  paper  should  form  the  list 
from  which  the  Election  Committees  should 
be  regularly  taken,  and  that  it  should  be 
printed  with  the  votes.  Such  an  arrange- 
ment as  this  would,  he  thought,  put  * 
complete  Stop  to  the  canvassing  for  the 
attendance  of  Members  at  election  hallota. 
That  days  should  he  appointed  for  the  con- 
sideration of  disputed  elections;  that  all 
applications  for  delay  ehould  be  heard  and 
disposed  of  by  the  permanent  officer  elected 
by  the  House;  that  the  original  Committee 
list  should  contain  eighteen  names,  six  to 
be  struck  off  by  each  party,  so  that  the 
reduced  list  would  consist  of  six  only.  He 
ifeEsed  that  he  thought  that  four  Mem- 
s  would  be  enough  to  constitute  a  Com> 
tee,  because  the  more  the  number  was 
reduced  the  greater  would  the  responsibility 
of  the  Members  become.  In  all  cases  in 
vhich  a  divVon  should  he  culled  for,  the 
hairman  should  pronounce  his  opinion 
publicly,  and,  it  the  tcrmiaaiiun  of  the  cue. 
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should  charge  the  Committee.  He  dici  not 
of  course,  mean  that  the  Committee  should 
be  bound  l^  the  opinion  of  the  chairmun. 
All  the  diridons  should  be  mentioned  in  the 
Report  of  the  Committee,  with  the  names 
of  the  assentienta  and  dissentients  to  every 
Resolution.  The  onlj  other  change  which 
be  proposed  to  mate  was  with  regard  to  the 
question  of  costs.  At  present,  the  parties 
whose  conduct,  either  in  prosecuting  or  op- 

Eosing  an  election  petition,  was  declared  to 
B  frivolous  and  vexatious,  was  compelled  lo 
pay  the  whole  costs ;  but  he  proposed  that 
a  r^ulation  should  be  adopted  similar  to 
that  whicb  was  observed  in  courts  of  law, 
and  that  the  costs  should  be  apportioned  by 
tho  Committee,  with  reference  to  each  alle- 
gation of  the  petition.  He  would  now 
move  "  Thai  a  Select  Commitlee  be  ap- 
pointed, to  consider  the  laws  relating  to  tlio 
determination  of  the  right  of  voting,  and 
the  trial  nf  controverted  elections." 

The  Chancellor  1^  the  Eiche(fuer  said, 
he  only  spoke  the  sentiments  of  every  Mem- 
ber of  that  House  when  he  expressed  the 
eatiafaction  which  he  felt  at  hearing  the 
clear  and  able  xtatcment  which  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  bad  just  made.  He  was 
not  only  satisfied  with  the  ailments  which 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  had  adduced, 
but  the  mode  in  which  he  had  dealt  with  a 
question  so  important  in  itself,  and  with 
whicb  he  had  taken  tuch  puina,  and  on 
which  he  had  displaj'ed  so  much  impartiality. 
No  person  who  was  conversant  with  the 
subject  could  deny  that  some  improvements 
were  necessary,  and  he  did  not  think  there 
was  a  Member  of  that  House  who  did  not 
feel  the  evils  of  the  present  state  of  the 
election  law,  and  wish  to  provide  against 
them.  If  a  foreigner  had  heard  the  state- 
ments of  bis  hon.  and  learned  Friend  he 
might  be  induced  to  suspect  that  they  were 
exaggerated ;  but,  fur  tiis  otrn  part,  he 
couid  enumerate  many  cases  which  would 
go  the  whole  length  of  those  statements. 
The  statements  of  his  hon.  and  IcHcned 
Friend  did  not  requiremuch  to  support  them, 
and,  without  wishing  to  add  to  the  catalogue 
rf  facts  which  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
had  laid  before  the  House,  he  could 
Terrain  from  mentioning  one  or  two  cases 
to  show  the  total  incompetence  of  Electi 
Committees  as  at  present  constituted.  He 
by  no  means  wished  to  impute  to  these 
tribunals  any  unfair  dealing;  but  to  show 
that  the  inconsistency  of  their  decisions  was 
the  result  of  incompetence,  and  did  not  pro- 
ceed from  any  want  of  desire  to  do  full 
and  ample  juttice.    The  fiitt  Committee 
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on  which  he  had  sat  was  appointed  to  try 
the  allegations  of  a  petition  from  his  hun. 
Friend,  the  Member  for  Aberdeen,  against 
the  return  of  the  sitiing  Member.  His 
hon.  Friend,  in  his  petition,  alleged  tha^ 
riots  bad  existed  during  the  election,  which 
precluded  the  possibility  of  free  opinion  on 
the  part  of  the  electors  of  that  borough. 
The  petitioner  having  made  out  no  case, 
the  Committee  decided,  that  it  wasunneces- 
saryfor  the  sitting  Member  to  call  evidence; 
and  yet,  when  they  came  to  a  division,  fuur 
of  those  who  had  so  decided  actually  voted 
against  the  Member  keeping  his  seat.  This 
could  surely  not  have  happened  if  the 
tribunal  had  been  competent.  The  other 
instance  was  a  case  of  his  own.  it  was 
there  decided,  that  because  the  party  who 
bad  the  legal  custody  of  the  poll-books  waa 
not  forthcoming,  the  Bcals  upon  them  should 
not  be  broken,  so  aa  to  give  them  in 
evidence.  He  was  of  course  unseated  by 
this  decision,  alihougli  the  Bristol  Com- 
mittee, sitting  at  the  time  in  nn  adjoining 
room,  under  precisely  similar  circumsianecs, 
not  only  broke  the  seals  of  the  poll-books 
but  received  ibem  in  evidence.  In  that 
case  the  party  from  whom  the  poU-booki 
were  produced  was  declared  to  be  seated, 
but  the  difierence  of  tbe  two  cases  wa!>, 
that  his  had  the  misfortune  lo  be  a  Limerick 
case  and  the  other  a  Bri:ttol  one.  He,  how- 
ever, had  no  doubt  whatever,  that  both 
Committees  bad  acted  impartially,  but  still 
such  contrariety  of  decision  showed  in 
the  must  coiivlitcing  manner,  that  sume 
improvement  was  required  in  the  fnrmalion 
of  those  tribunals.  He  was  very  glad  his 
hon.  Friend  had  done  that  which  he  was 
bound  to  do — that  he  had  not  only  pninted 
out  what  he  had  considered  the  incon- 
venience of  the  present  system,  hut  was 
prepared  to  suggest  a  remedy  for  the  evils 
whicb  he  had  pointed  out.  With  respect 
to  the  remedy  which  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  bad  suggested,  all  be  could  say  was, 
that  he  assented  to  the  principle  whicb  bis 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  had  laid  down. 
He  agreed  with  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend,  that  the  House  of  Commons  should 
retain  its  own  station,  power,  and  inde- 
pendence, and  not  submit  to  have  any  of 
the  functions  wbicb  of  right  ap|icrtained  to 
it  transferred  to  any  other  tribunal.  It  was 
not  only  proper  that  they  should  maintain 
their  own  privileges,  but  it  would  in  his 
opinion  be  highly  inexpedient  iu  every 
point  of  view  to  refer  such  matters  fur 
decision  to  a  Court  of  Law.  Whatever 
confidence  the  country  might  have  in  the 
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dccJBiotig  of  the  Judges  lie  did  not  tliinit  it 
would  be  prudent  to  allow  the  Courts  of 
Law  to  be  mixed  up  with  party  pnliticn, 
or  subject  to  the  iinputalion  of  parliRlity, 
to  which  in  such  oisei  they  would  no  doubt 
be  exposed.  His  hon.  Friend's  descripti 
of  a  bfllint  was  rather  a  dramatic  one,  but 
if  it  ofTorded,  as  he  believed  it  did,  the 
chances  of  impartiiility,  it  would  be 
to  act  on  contrary  principles,  in  selecting 
Committees  to  which  that  business  wi 
be  rcfeTTcd  which  the  House  could 
transnct.  There  were  two  of  the  remedies 
proprised  by  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  i 
which  ho  concurred.  Ho  meant,  fini' 
with  rcspert  to  the  limitRtion  of  the  numbei 
nf  nn  Injection  Committee.  7'hcy  had, 
olrendy,  in  fact,  adopted  (hat  principle, 
bccauM!  they  had  rediiecd  the  number  from 
flfteen  In  eleven.  A  smaller  numlxir  than 
eleven  he  aj^ed  would  be  decidedly  an 
advnnte^-,  pruviited  it  was  necomiHinicd  by 
n  real  protection — that  protection  which 
publicity  alone  cnutd  pvc.  It  was  ira- 
porlnnt  to  nil  jinriics,  voters  as  well  as  to 
Members  of  that  Iloiise,  that  the  pnicecd- 
inifii  of  Ivlcciiun  Committees  t^houlil  be 
puMic — sliokild  not  bo  conducted  with 
closed  doors.  Dut  it  was  raid,  that  if  this 
were  done  it  wuulil  preclude  all  amicable 
iliscuRsion — -ihnt  ii  would  deter  young  Mem- 
ben>  fnnn  acting  in  Committees  of  this 
«li-»'riptiun.  Be  it  so.  Why,  if  it  were 
wninp  to  have  young  ond  inexperiencL-d 
men  on  Eucb  Committees  let  them  be 
excluded.  'ITiis  however,  wns  a  mere 
hypothesis,  and  not  a  fact.  Hut,  if  they 
WiTO  to  decide  on  the  rights  of  others, 
surely  it  was  not  fining  too  far  to  fov,  ihnt 
lli(.'y  slinuld  administer  justice  in  the  face 
nf  the  public,  rather  than  in  private.  So 
far  from  withini;  to  throw  any  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend,  he 
rejoiced  that  he  had  brought  the  subject 
fiinvanl.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  it 
Would  be  a  great  ailvantage  if  such  tribunals 
were  composed  only  of  experienced  taen, 
In  whom  the  House  could  place  the  utmost 
confidence,  lie  trusted  that  the  Committee 
which  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  sought 
would  be  granted,  and  that  they  would  be 
able  to  put  that  1  louse  in  (wssoMun  of  such 
informatinn  ai  would  enable  then  properly 
to  legislate  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Williams  (Vijnn  concurred  in  the 
sentitui'nts  which  the  right  hon.  Gentk- 
man  who  had  |u^t  sot  down  bad  expressed, 
and  mu^t  bear  his  testiniuDy  to  the  ability, 
industry,  and,  above  all,  good  temper,  with 
whkh  the  subject  had  b^n  brought  bafore 
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the  House.  He  felt,  notwithstanding  the 
at^uments  which  had  been  adduced,  that, 
considering  the  circumstances  in  which  re- 
cent changes  had  placed  them,  a  re-con- 
sideration of  the  question  of  the  best  meant 
of  conducting  controverted  elections  was 
one  of  considerable  difficulty.  Great  con- 
fusion had  taken  place  in  the  law  of  elec- 
tions since  the  passing  of  the  Iteform  Bill. 
He  regretted,  though  -be  could  not  but 
admit  the  fact,  that  of  late  years  Elec- 
tion Committees  hod  lost  the  coniidcnce 
which  they  ought  to  enjoy — which  they 
had  enjoyed  by  general  acknowledgment 
previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Reform  Bill, 
Formerly,  the  right  of  challenge  was 
scarcely  ever  exercised.  The  clerk  of  the 
House  was  allowed  to  strike  off  the  names 
of  the  Committee,  and  the  paities  were 
willing  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  a  tri- 
bunal so  chosen,  being  conscious  that  Ene- 
liKh  Gentlemen  would  act  as  justly  m 
such  a  case  as  if  they  had  been  called  upon 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  Grand  Jurors. 
When  he  first  bad  a  !eat  in  that  House, 
now  thirty-nine  years  ago,  there  was  no 
apprehension  that  those  who  belonged  to 
one  party  would  take  any  unfair  advantage 
of  thcolhcr.  The  object  of  the  early  Com- 
mittees wna,  to  preserve  unbroken  the 
stream  of  cimcurrlng  decisions ;  but  of 
courBO  cases  arose  in  which  it  became  neces- 
sary to  establish  new  pieccdcnts.  With 
respect  to  the  Limerick  case,  all  he  would 
say  was,  that  the  decision  uf  that  Committee 
created  general  surprise ;  and  it  was  be- 
cause that  decision  was  considered  to  be 
wrong  that  tbeUriitol  Committee,  of  which 
he  had  been  a  memlx:r,  took  a  contrary 
course,  indeed,  the  decision  of  the  Lime- 
rick case  led  to  the  passing  of  an  Ae\.  on 
the  subject,  and  he  it  was  who  recommended 
to  the  Bristol  Committee  to  admit  the  poll- 
books  as  evidence,  for  the  express  purpose 
of  overturning  the  authority  of  a  decision 
universally  aclmowledged  lo  be  bad.  He 
denied  that  any  favour  whatever  had  been 
shown  to  the  sitting  Member  in  the  Bristol 
case.  He  did  not  wish  to  give  any  opinioo 
with  respect  to  the  cases  arising  out  of  the 
elections  for  the  county  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  represent.  One  case  turned 
upon  the  rejection  of  the  poll-batdcs  as 
evidence ;  and  in  the  other  the  Committee 
refused  to  receive  evidence  of  treating  in 
conformity  with  the  stream  of  authority 
I'ur  the  last  thirty  years.  He  must,  how- 
ever, say  that  the  Committees  were  placed 
in  u  must  difficult  position~-he  meant  with 
icspeGtlohoff  far  they  w.;Teboind  to  cm- 
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aider  the  dedmon  of  the  Reviung  Bartiitera 
final.  He  congidered  the  question  bo  doubt, 
ful  that  be  urged  upon  tbe  noble  Lord  by 
whom  the  Reform  Bill  had  been  introduced 
tbe  Bbmlute  necessity  of  paising  a  Declara- 
tory Act  upon  the  subject,  with  a  view  to 
CRtaLlifih  aomething  like  unifoHnity  in  the 
election  law.  He  sus^sted  the  necewity 
of  creating  a  tribun^  of  appeal  from  the 
deciaioni  ot  the  Revising  Barristers,  for 
the  purpose  of  efiecting  that  object,  and  the 
noUe  Lord  said  that  an  Act  of  the  kind 
should  be  introduced,  but  up  to  the  present 
hour  that  promise  remained  unfulfilled.  He 
renewed  that  suggestion  because  he  thought 
it  was  important  that  Parliament  should 
adopt  some  mcana  of  settling  all  questions 
of  doubt,  by  passing  a  Declaratory  Act. 
fn  such  an  Act  it  should  be  slated  how  poll 
books  were  to  be  produced.  That,  was  the 
difficulty  which  was  felt  in  the  Limerick 
esse,  because  it  was  said  that  ihc  petitioner 
had  a  right  to  expect  that  the  poll-books 
should  be  produced  hy  the  party  having 
the  legal  custody  of  them,  tic  did  not  for 
fab  part  know  any  reason  why  the  Cmjrt 
of  King's  Bench  or  ilie  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  should  not  he  allowed  to  exercise  the 
jurisdiction  of  a  Court  of  Appeal  for  the 
decision  of  the  Revising  Barristers.  At 
the  same  time  that  he  concurred  in  the 
necessity  of  taking  this  subject  into  eon- 
rideration,  with  a  view  to  devije  some  re- 
medy for  the  evils  complained  of,  he  felt 
that  it  was  essential  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  dignity  and  independence  of  that  House 
that  the  charge  of  preserving  iti;  privileges 
•hould  not  be  left  to  any  foreign  tribunal. 
With  respect  to  leaving  controverted  elec- 
tions to  the  decision  of  the  Judges  in  the 
Courts  of  Law,  he  felt  that  it  would  be 
most  prejudicial  that  cages  of  this  nature 
should  be  decided  in  those  Courts,  for 
wherepartyspirittvasexcited,  and  where  the 
deciHons  would  be  liable  to  the  imputation 
of  party  feeling,  he  considered  that  nothing 
could  be  more  calculated  to  prejudice  the 
administration  of  justice.  He  objected  to 
the  proposal  of  having  a  standing  Chairman, 
lest  the  election  of  sudi  a  Chairman  would 
be  made  the  subject  of  party  contention. 
In  time  of  stormy  politics  such  a  Chairman 
wouM  be  sure  to  be  elected  by  the  party 
that  could  command  the  majority.  He 
would  appear  in  such  circumstances  to  be 
in  some  degree  in  connection  wiih  that 
party,  and,  however  fair  and  just  his  de- 
ciaions  might  be,  he  would  be  still  liable 
to  auroicion.  Where  there  would  not  be 
-  the  tuXLeK  n^auot  on  tbe  perfwt  impartiaU 
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ity  of  the  tribunal  it  was  impossible  that 
its  decisions  could  carry  confidence  with  it. 
With  respect  to  the reducticn  of  the  numbers 
he  did  not-ohject  to  that  part  of  the  proposi- 
tion. He  himself,  on  a  former  occasion, 
had  brought  forward  a  motion  to  reduce  the 
number  from  fifteen  to  eleven,  and  in 
doing  so  he  acted  under  the  conviction 
that  by  lessening  the  number  they  increased 
the  responsibility.  He  must,  in  conclusion, 
acknowledge  the  fair  and  impartial  spirit  in 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  brought, 
forward  the  motion,  and  should  the  hon. 
Gentleman  place  him  upon  his  Commiiteei 
lie  would  be  most  ready  to  consider  th^ 
subject  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  brought  it  under  the  notice 
of  the  House. 

Mr,  Eigb^  JVason  said,  that  from  hii 
own  experience  he  could  bear  testimony 
that  I  he  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  exaggera- 
ted in  the  statement  he  had  made.  With 
regard  to  the  remedy  proposed,  he  thought 
it  impossible  that  any  tribunal  should  be 
able  to  deal  with  a  question  of  law  which 
did  not  possess  some  knowledge  of  what 
the  law  was  on  which  it  was  called  uixin 
to  decide.  He  thought  that,  before  entering 
into  any  question  as  to  what  kind  of  tribu< 
nal  they  should  establish,  their  first  duty 
was  to  inquire  into  tbe  state  of  the  law 
with  reference  to  this  subject,  and  to  sim- 
plify and  improve  that, 

Mr.  Bernal  had  heard  the  observations 
and  arguments  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Liskcard  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  and  he 
thought  while  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber had  done  himself  honour,  he  had  also 
done  the  House  great  service,  by  the  intro- 
duction of  the  present  motion-  He  waa 
also  exceedingly  happy  to  hear  that  the 
motion  received  the  approbation  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Montgomeryshire,  because 
anything  that  fell  from  that  hon.  Member, 
the  more  particularly  on  this  subject,  was 
entitled  to  great  weight.  He  did  not  wish 
to  throw  any  impediment  in  the  way  of  the 
Committee,  hut  he  feared  it  was  aimnit 
impossible  to  find  an  adequate  remedy  for 
the  existing  evils,  unless  liy  a  revision  of 
the  whole  of  the  election  laws.  Commit- 
tees of  the  House  of  Commons  did  not  con- 
sider themselves  to  be  under  the  necessity 
or  obligation  of  being  bound  by  the  same 
rules  with  req>ect  to  evidence  as  those 
which  regulated  the  decisions  of  the  Courts 
of  Law.  The  Judges  who  presided  in 
those  Courts  considered  themselves  bound 
to  follow  a  regular  continuous  c bain  of  evi- 
dence.   That  wai  not  tbe  rule  which  had 
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catccedio^j  jwtA^^i^  lo  uit  faon.  and 
leauMjl  Cnntl^BBD  fit  fariii^iiiE  tiiit  mt>- 
}ect  vmi^  us  aotiee.  Tc  iUtat(«e  tbe 
evils  erf*  tbe  pT^EDt  sratem,  he  mi^ht  men- 
tkm  a  oae  in  whi^  a  friend  of  iii<;  n'ls  trld 
Irt  anotber  panv  cpncemed,  '■  ^  ou  need  -.int 
dclend  tliii  petiiim.  for  taymM  and  fliiriber 
man  equalir  weaJthv  are  pajiog  the  ex- 
penaes."  Tliere  wtre  sporting  jietirions, 
Mid  Mich  tbingB  ai  ^"'M-kiT.g  tbe  brains  out 
of  tbe  Comiimtee. 

Hr.  AgUemhi/  called  the  attention  of  tbe 
Houae  to  tbe  delaj*  which  now  took  place 
between  the  retam  aad  tbe  ballot  ior  the 
Committee.  He  thought  the  matter  tdioii  Id 
be  more  tpeedilr  Kttied.  He  wi^ed  in 
luMw  whether  the  Onmiuttec  to  be  ap- 
pointed wa<  to  take  into  cntuidetation  this 
part  of  tbe  law.  There  were  two  points 
whiefa  he  thoupht  e^ecially  deaerring  of 
'  J  atteotitm.  The  first  was  the  present 
f  tak*"g  the  tecofrnizances.  The 
paittcs  were  not  allowed  to  lodge  inonev 
in  the  bands  of  the  officer,  bnt  were  cnlled 
on  to  give  in  the  names  of  sureties.  Now 
be  bimielf,  when  serring  on  a  Committee; 
had  been  compelled  to  vote  agftinitt  his  own 
coonction  upon  a  mere  technical  ohjection 
ruied  by  Counsel,  though  the  merits  of  the 
OK  were  quite  on  the  other  side.  Then,nitb 
reelect  to  presenting  petitions,  any  person 
ni^t  picsent  a  Texalious  petition  against 
the  return  of  a  Member  without  the  least 
reiponaibijity  to  prosecute  it  nAerwenls. 
irs,  in 
eligi- 


mode  o 


■•'.    in:    v''\mK'  I^JifTed  be 
r™-..      bu:    w  i.t  l,t    wai 

defeal.  In  ivr,,  'lie  denaii.  ™f  'ti'.  Com. 
hi':.  haC  a«ot)iA-Q  the  lawrcr*, 
■  was  noi   ciren    liu    after  be   recdred  the 

iHter.  On  inquiry  he  fnond  ihai  a  Mem- 
'  her  -if  tbe  HmiK  had  wriiien  to  hi*  friend 

at    Wipan,    immedtately    on    the    fVnn. 

mittee  being  f^trnrt,  to  infam  him  that  nx 

Tories  were  placed  on  it,  and  there  was  not 
;  a  chiKiTw  of  a  ph;irire  of  ri^c«s;  and  that 

-Membtr  who  cnuld  read    the  defitinns  of 

Cnrnmitiees  by  the  indin'''!jal8   composing 

I  Orifrinai  mn'ion  agreed  to,  and  Com- 
I  niitee  appointed. 

'  Scotch  L*w  Amexmuent.]  The 
,  Lord  Ativocale  said,  there  are  s  great  va- 
riety of  suhjects  which  are  recommended  to 
the  wmsideralion  of  the  Legislature  by  the 
;  two  Reports  of  the  Law  <.'om[nis>^i(in  for 
I  S«itland,  and  hy  the  Rqiort  of  the  Munici- 
pal Commission,  and  it  will  be  my  duty,  as 
soon  as  the  time  of  the  House  will  permit, 
to  lay  before  the  House  for  their  consider- 
ation, and  that  of  the  conntry,  such  bills  as 
mBv  appear  ralenlntcd  tornrry  those  recom- 
mendations into  effect.  There  are,  how- 
ever, other  bills  which  bniT  In-en  already 
nnder  the  consideration  of  the  House,  and 
which  were  not  passed  hist  Session  owing 
to  tbe  various  tirgcnl  and  importnnt  mat- 
ters which  then  occupied  the  time  of  tlio 
Parliament,  but  whieh  ought  now  to  bo 
brought  under  considcrnt Ion  of  the  House 
without  delay.  The  fiwt  is  n  bill  for  regu- 
lating the  SCI]  nest  ml  ion  of  the  estates  of 
bankrupts  in  Scollnnd,  That  bill  hns  heen 
before  this  Hnusc  in  various  fortiis  for  a 
great  number  of  ycnm.  There  were  jwinf* 
of  very  great  difflciiltj-,  which  produced 
differences  between  diffcretit  portions  of 
the  profession,  and  a  contention  as  to  prin- 
ciples, which  it  was  not  easy  to  reconcile  and 
carry  into  prnclicnl  nporaiion.  It  was 
obsohTtely  necessary  thnt  there  should  bo 
somewhere  a  general  super  in  tcnilenco  and 
control  over,  ell  Kqtieitraticms,    to  what- 
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factory  manner,  it  became  them  to  look  at 
home.  He  did  not  mean  to  go  into  anj 
in  upon  tbe  subject,  but  be  antici' 
pated  veiy  little  contradiction  wben  he 
stated  tbnt  tbe  evils  of  tbe  present  ayBtem 
were  uniTersally  felt  and  acknowledged. 
Before  be  bad  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in 
the  House  of  Commons  it  was  big  misfor- 
tune, he  might  almost  saj,  to  practise  be- 
many  dection  Coramiltees,  and  of  all 
tbe  tribunals  that  he  had  ever  known,  a 
Committee  of  that  description  was  the  very 
last  that  he  felt  any  disposition  to  attend. 
He  hoped  that  in  thus  speaking  boldly  and 
frankly  bis  opinion  on  this  subject,  lie  gumim—. 
not  be  supposed  to  intend  any  offence  to  any 
Gentleman  at  either  side  of  the  House.  He 
was  happy  to  see  that  tbe  evil  was  felt  in 
the  House,  because  it  was  a  matter  of  such 
general  complaint  out  of  it,  and  he  hoped 
some  system  would  be  devised  that  would  en- 
titlethe  deciEions  of  ■uchtribiinalatorespect. 
Mr.  lioebuci  said,  that  the  complaint 
urged  against  the  present  system  was  the 
want  of  knowledge  on  tbe  part  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  Committees,  and  the  existence  of 
parly  feeling,  but  he  thought  the  remedy 
proposed  by  the  bon.  Gentleman  who  in- 
troduced the  Motion  would  combine  both 
these  evils.  He  objected  to  a  permanent 
Chairman,  for  thou^,  from  long  experience 
in  his  office,  he  would  acquire  a  knowledge 
of  law  that  would  give  authority  and  con. 
sistencj  to  his  decisions,  yet  he  would  not 
be  surrounded  by  sufficient  respontubility, 
for  he  would  share  his  responsibility  with 
tbe  other  Members  of  tbe  Committee.  The 
decisions  of  the  Committee  would,  in  a 
great  degree,  be  governed  by  the  opinions 
of  the  Chairman  ;  but  though  bis  influence 
would,  of  course,  thus  be  considerable,  he 
would  merely  possess  tbe  tame  degree  of 
responsibility  as  any  other  Member  of  the 
Committee.  The  remedy  which  be  would 
suvgest  might  not,  at  firtt  view,  be  accept- 
able to  the  feeling  of  the  House,  but  he 
was  convinced  that  the  more  it  was  consi- 
dered, the  more  it  would  be  approved.  Hi* 
proposal  was,  ihat  they  should  select  a 
Juugc,  one  of  the  twelve  Juilges,  if  they 
approved  of  it,  whose  whole  duty  should  be 
to  decide  cases  of  this  description,  and  wbo 
should  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
any  other  Court.  The  high  situation  which 
he  held — the  publicity  with  which  he  di»- 
chargcd  his  functions— his  knon-ledf^e  of 
the  law,  and  his  perfect  responsibility— 
would  give  to  the  decisions  of  such  a  func- 
tionary the  itrongeat  claims  touuUic  confi- 
dence.   That  justice  wu  ftinj  i 


applied,  in  his  experience,  f  >  the  practice  of 
Committees  of  that  House.  It  was  no  un- 
common thing  for  all  the  Members  to  be  at 
sea  with  regard  to  the  course  to  be  adopted 
in  the  case  hefore  them.  It  might  happen 
that  those  sitting  knew  nothing  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  evidence,  or  the  rules  which  should 
guide  them.  They  might  listen  with  at- 
tention to  tbe  propositions  and  the  argu- 
ments addressed  to  them  by  one  Counsel, 
or,  on  the  other  hand,  they  might  disregard 
him.  One  Counsel  would  maintain  that 
agency  had  been  proved  against  a  party, 
the  other  would  rebut  it,  and  the  Com- 
mittee did  not  know  on  what  to  fix  tbeir 
attention.  One  Counsel  might  adduce  in 
support  of  bis  position  the  cases  of  Carlow 
and  Northampton,  the  other  that  of  Not- 
tingham or  Ilchester,  and  the  Menibers 
would  be  completely  ignorant  by  which  of 
them  ibey  should  be  guided.  A  dtBcraccful 
termination  mas  frequent,  for  three  different 
Committees  might  be  sitting  at  the  same 
time,  and  that  in  tbe  Commit  tee- room  Ni 
1,  might  decide  in  one  way,  while  that  i 
No.  3,  might  come  to  a  different,  and  that 
in  No.  S,to  an  entirely  opposite,  conclusion, 
What  remedy  were  they  to  find  for  thii 
di^raceful  course  uf  action?  Was  it  not 
possible  to  appoint  some  responsible  person 
to  guide  the  labours  of  a  Committee,  i 
thereby  to  Impart  some  consistency  to 
decisions?  Wben  he  came  into  Parliament 
no  situation  wa«  so  anomalous  as  ' 
nominee,  who  was  appointed  to  assist  tbe 
deliberations  of  the  Committee,  who  took 
an  oath  to  act  impartially  as  a  Juryman, 
and  went  into  it  with  the  determination  to 
act  as  a  partisan.  The  basis  of  the  evil, 
however,  was  party  feeling— party  was  tbe 
bane  of  the  proceedings  of  Election  Com- 
mittees— every  man,  be  spoke  not  of  what 
his  politics  might  be,  on  tliese  subjects  wa 
guided  by  party  considerations.  He  (Mi 
Bemal)  saw  very  little  chance  of  remedy)ii_ 
the  evil ;  hut  it  was  absolutely  incumbent 
on  the  House  to  take  tbe  beat  means  in  iti 
power  for  the  purpose,  if  passible,  of  pre- 
venting them. 

Sir  Frederick  Pollock  entirely  concurred 
in  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  wbo 
had  brmtglit  forward  this  Motion  ns  to  the 
necesritv  of  seriously  conudering  this  sub. 
ject.  He  would  ask  any  Gentleman  who 
bad  ever  attended  election  Committees 
whether  their  present  mode  of  proceeding 
was  sHiisfactory  either  to  the  House  or  to 
the  public.  When  they  were  evincing  the 
fuUekt  anxiety  out  of  doon,  that  justice 
ihould  be  adminiateTed  in  the  most  tatii- 
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t  unless  tbe  people 
were  convinced  tlist  it  wu  -  eo,  and  he 
thought  that  a  Judge,  selected  in  tbe 
manner  that  he  had  described,  and  acting 
under  the  fullest  reiponubility,  would  be 
the  molt  likelf  to  do  justice  to  (dl  parties- 
Mr.  Enart  was  of  opinion,  that  a  legis- 
lattTe  judicature  wm  the  wont  spedes  of 
judicial  tribunal  they  could  hoTe,  He  sug- 
eeated  tho  establishment  of  a  legal  tribunnl, 
isolated  from  the  House  of  Commons,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Houw,  and  though  not  an 
integral  portion  of  it,  connected  with  it. 
Such  a  tribunal  would  be  the  most  likely  to 
give  satisfaction. 

Colonel  Jtma  Parry  thought  the  House 
exceedingly  indebted  to  the  hon.  and 
leanied  Gentleman  for  bringing  this  sub- 
ject under  its  notice.  To  illustrate  the 
evils  of  the  present  system,  he  might  men- 
tion a  case  in  which  a  friend  of  his  was  told 
byanother  party  concerned,  "  You  need  iiot 
defend  this  petition,  for  myself  and  another 
man  equally  wealthy  ore  paying  the  ex- 
penses." There  ware  sporting  petitions, 
and  such  things  as  knocking  the  brains  out 
of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  AglUmbi/  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  delay  wbfch  now  took  place 
between  the  return  and  the  ballot  for  tbe 
Committee.  He  thought  the  matter  should 
be  more  speedily  settled.  He  wished  to 
know  whether  the  Committee  to  be  ap- 
pointed was  to  take  into  conuderation  this 
port  of  the  law.  There  were  two  poinlB 
which  he  thought  enpeciatly  deserving  of 
its  attention.  'L'he  first  was  the  present 
mode  of  taking  the  recof^izances.  The 
parties  were  not  allowed  to  lodge  money 
in  the  hands  of  the  officer,  hut  were  called 
on  to  give  in  the  names  of  sureties.  Now 
he  himself,  when  serving  on  a  Committee; 
had  been  compelled  to  vote  against  his  own 
conviction  upon  a  mere  technical  ohjeclion 
raised  by  Counsel,  though  the  merits  of  the 
case  were  quite  on  theotlietside.  Then,nith 
respect  to  presenting  petitions,  any  person 
might  present  a  vexatious  petition  against 
the  return  of  a  Member  without  theleast 
responsibUity  to  prosecute  it  afterwards. 
He  had  known  that  to  be  done  for  years,  in 
order  to  prevent  Members  from  being  eligi- 
ble to  sit  on  Committees  within  the  number 
of  days  prescribed  by  law.  He  wished  that 
the  Committee  should  direct  their  attention 
to  this  part  of  the  subject,  and  would  pro- 
pose, if  the  House  thought  it  necessary,  in 
order  to  include  the  points  to  which  he  had 
referred,  that  after  "  the  law  of  controverted 
electioni"  ihould   be  iiiKrt«(l  the  words 


"  and  the  law  of  other  matters  relating 
thereto  between  the  return  and  the  ballot- 
ing-day."  If  the  House,  however,  thought 
the  motion  sufficiently  comprehensive,  be 
ould  not  press  hu  amendment. 

Mr.  Polier  supported  the  motion.  In 
I8.S1  he  had  petitioned  against  the  return 
for  Wigan,  and  relying  on  the  argument 
and  statement  of  his  counsel,  believed  he 
was  sure  of  success.  But  while  He  was 
carrying  on  tbe  contest  with  the  greatest 
confidence,  he  received  a  letter  frtnn  a 
friend  at  Wigan  condoling  with  him  on  his 
defeat.  In  fact,  the  decision  of  the  Com- 
mittee, which  had  astonished  the  lawyers, 
was  not  given  till  after  he  received  the 
letter.  On  inquiry  he  found  that  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  had  written  to  his  friend 
at  Wigan,  immediately  on  the  Com. 
mittee  being  struck,  to  inform  him  that  ux 
Tories  were  placed  on  it,  and  there  was  not 
a  shadow  of  a  chance  of  success;  and  that 
Member  who  could  read  the  decisions  of 
Committees  by  the  individuals  composing 
them,  was  quite  right  in  his  views. 

Ori^nal  motion  agreed  to,  and  Com* 
mittee  appointed. 

Scotch  Law  AMEttuMEXT.]  The 
Lord  Advocate  said,  there  are  a  great  va- 
riety of  subjects  which  are  recommended  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Legislature  by  the 
two  Reports  of  the  Law  Commission  for 
Scotland,  and  by  the  Report  of  the  Munid- 
pal  Commission,  and  it  will  be  my  duty,  as 
soon  as  the  time  of  the  House  will  permit, 
to  lay  before  the  House  for  their  consider- 
ation, and  that  of  the  country,  such  bills  ai 
may  appear  calculated  to  carry  those  recom- 
mendations into  effect  There  are,  how- 
ever, other  bills  which  have  been  already 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House,  and 
which  were  not  passed  last  Session  owing 
to  the  various  urgent  and  important  mat- 
ters which  then  occupied  the  time  of  the 
Parliament,  but  which  ought  now  to  be 
brought  under  consideration  of  the  House 
without  delay.  The  first  is  a  bill  for  regu- 
lating the  sequestration  of  the  estates  of 
bankrupts  in  Scotland.  That  bill  has  been 
before  this  House  in  various  forms  for  a 
great  number  of  years.  There  were  points 
of  very  great  difficulty,  which  produced 
differences  between  difTerent  portions  of 
the  profession,  and  a  contention  as  to  prin- 
ciples, which  it  was  not  easy  to  reconcile  and 
carry  into  practical  operation.  It  was 
absolutely  necessary  that  there  should  be 
somewhere  a  general  superintendence  and 
control  over,  ell  fe^uestrstioiU)   to  what* 
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erer  part  of  Scotland  they  mtiy  be  afiplic-  his  Mqeaty.  he  ii  denounced  a  rebe]. 
able,  and  that  Engliih  or  foreign  creditor)  Every  ordinary  act  of  impriunment  ii. 
■hoiild  be  sble  to  aKertaia  what  the  pre.  thererorci  on  a  writ  of  rebellion  againit  the 
Mediiwi  were,  and  how  they  were  carried  ,  unhappy  tutriect  of  it.  The  principle  and 
on.  If  that  were  not  done,  tequeatrations  feeling  of  the  law  of  Scotland  is  moit 
■night  he  obtained  and  carried  on  against  .  laudable,  but  it  occaaions  a  great  de^  of 
tbeRame  companietor  individuals  in  various  expense,  which  ultimately  fuUi  on  the  un- 
happy debtor  whom  the  law  is  anxious  to 
deal  with  in  the  moit  lenient  manner.  The 
Law  Commisnoncn  took  the  matter  into 
their  consideration,  and  they  have  stated, 
"  that  after  the  moBt  attentive  considera- 
tion wc  cannot  discover  any  reason  why  the 
principle  of  direct  esecution  sliould  not  be 
adopted  univerBHlly,  and  extended  to  the 
effect  of  attaching  the  debtor's  person 
as  well  as  his  estate.  We  apprehend  that 
extracts  of  the  decrees  of  the  Court 
of  Session,  as  n-ell  m  of  the  Sheriff's 
Courts,  might  easily  he  bo  framed  as  to 
supernede  letters  of  homing  and  caption, 
by  embodying  a  warrant  of  charge  for  pay- 
ment, and  also  of  arrestment,  poinding,  and 
imprisonment,  in  case  of  failure  to  pay." 
The  report  of  the  Law  Commissioners,  to 
which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  House  for 
the  further  details  of  the  Bill,  points  out 
(pp.  58  and  59)  the  different  pTovirions 
which  ought  tu  be  kept  in  view  in  malting 
these  alterBtions  in  the  law  with  regard  U> 
personal  diligence,  and  I  trust  that  the 
procedure  recommended  by  them,  and 
adopted  in  the  Bill,  that  every  advantage 
will  be  secured,  while  much  expense  wDl 
be  saved.  The  saving  of  expenie  in  pur- 
suing steps  of  diligence  is,  in  the  firat  in- 
stance, au  advantage  to  the  creditor,  but 
ultimately  to  the  debtor,  and  it  would  be 
very  mifitaken  humanity  to  preserve  ancient, 
cumbrous,  and  expensive  modes  of  pro- 
cedure, whOe  all  tlieir  advantages  can  be 
obtained  hy  those  which  are  more  simple 
and  less  expensive.  I  have  brought  this, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  important  parts  of 
the  change,  first  under  the  view  of  the 
House.  I  am  sure  it  is  one  in  which  they 
will  take  a  very  strong  interest ;  but  I 
ought  to  mention,  that  this  Gill  containj) 
in  the  outset,  various  provisions  recom- 
mended by  the  Commissioners,  where  there 
is  no  sequestration.  The  crit^ons  of 
notour  bankruptcy  will  he  the  same  in 
both  Bills,  but  while  the  otte  Bill  is  ex- 
clusively confined  to  the  provirioni  con- 
nected with  sequestration,  the  other  is 
intended  to  contain  such  provisions  as  may 
be  necessary  for  cases  of  insolvency  whether 
there  is  sequestration  applied  fur  or  noL 
In  order  to  moke  a  perstm  notour  benloiipt, 
it  WM  Decegsary,  in  certWD  finet,  to  in* 


parts  of  the  country  at  the  same  time, 
because  they  might  happen  to  have  places 
of  trade  and  business  in  different  counties. 
On  the  other  ahud,  the  various  subordinate 
proceedings  in  sequestrations  can  be  carried 
on  with  much  less  expense,  and  the  inves- 
tigatiutu  made  with  greater  efficiency  in 
the  local  courts  than  they  can  he  at  Edin- 
burgh. Most  of  the  important  points  con- 
nected with  these  matters  were  adjusted  in 
the  Bill  which  was  Iwfore  the  House  last 
Session,  but  which  was  not  finally  reported 
until  the  middle  of  August.  Some  olyec- 
tioni,  thougli  of  minor  importance,  were 
■till  made  to  the  Dill,  while  some  of  the 
most  extensive  mercantile  communities  in 
Scotland  were  desirous  that  it  should  pass 
as  it  then  stood.  There  whs  not,  however, 
sufficient  time  at  that  very  advanced  period 
of  the  Session.  During  the  recess  I  have 
had  many  meetings  with  persons  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject,  who  are  not 
sntisiied  with  some  of  the  provisions  of 
the  former  bill,  and  the  result  of  those 
conferences  was  to  reduce  the  remain- 
ing differences  to  a  lery  few,  and  I  may 
say,  not  very  important  points.  The 
Bill  which  I  shall  now  lay  before  the  House 
will  be  the  same,  both  in  principle  and  in  all 
important  reelects  as  that  formerly  intro- 
duced. The  arrangements  will  be  found  in 
gome  respects,  to  be  improved,  and  I  have 
availed  myself  of  the  assistance  of  a  learned 
Friend  to  concentrate  and  simplify  some 
of  the  clauses.  ^^  bile  the  Bill  will  be 
equally  comprehensive,  it  will  be  in  some 
respects  ohorier  than  that  of  last  Session. 
This  Bill  comprehends  a  number  of  points 
most  important  to.  persons  of  all  conditions 
in  Scotland,  and  will,  I  believe,  more  than 
any  other  bill,  diminish  the  expense  of 
legal  proceedings  to  those  of  the  community 
on  which  they  bear  most  severely.  The 
law  of  Scotland  has  always  had  a  just  and 
well  founded  abhorrence  of  imprisonment. 
According  to  the  principles  end  practice  of 
that  law,  no  person  can  be  imprisoned 
because  he  is  unable  or  refuses  to  pay  a 
civil  debt,  but  certain  forms  must  be  gone 
through,  and  after  the  judgment  of  a  court, 
he  is  commanded,  in  the  King's  name,  to 
pay  the  debt  he  owes  to  an  individual,  and 
on  bis  refusiag  to  oom{>ly  with  the  orders  of 
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|>risan  him,  or  tliBt  he  should  talce  refu^ 
ID  a  unctuary.  The  proposed  Bill  will 
obtain  the  lanie  object  without  the  neces- 
uty  of  inipriMinnient,  by  declaring  ibe  per- 
ton  notour  bankrupt,  and  hy  establishing  a 
register  of  persons  so  declared  notour  bank- 
rupts,  the  abject  will  he  attained,  not  only 
ID  a  more  humane  manner,  but  will  enable 
all  persons  more  easily  to  ascertain  whether 
an  act  of  bankruptcy  has  taken  place.  The 
other  provisions  of  this  Bill  relate  to  the 
execution  of  the  law  against  the  effects  of 
the  debtor,  by  arresting  the  debts  due  to 
him — hy  seizing  bis  goods,  or  poinding,  as 
it  is  termed  in  the  law  of  Scotland — by  in- 
hibition, which  is  a  legal  proceeding  hy 
which  persons  may  be  prevented  from  dis- 
posing of  their  heritable  property'to  the 
injury  of  the  creditor  applying  for  that 
proceeding.  There  arc,  also,  regulations 
tor  diminishing  the  expense  of  the  process 
of  adjudication,  by  which  creditors  are 
enabled  to  appropriate  the  real  property  of 
their  debtors  for  payment  of  their  debts, 
and  the  judicial  sale  which  takes  place  in 
consequence;  and  there  are  also  regulations 
relative  to  sales  made  in  virtue  of  powers 
to  that  effect.  In  the  last  place,  the  Bill 
regulates  the  process  of  poinding  on  the 
ground  by  which  the  proceeds  of  landed 
property  are  attached  for  recovery  of  debts 
which  affect  the  land.  As  the  first  and 
second  Reports  of  the  Law  Commiuinners 
contain  a  very  full  exposition,  both  of 
the  existing  law  and  of  the  proposed 
improvements,  I  refrain  from  entering 
so  minutely  into  the  details  as  I  should 
otherwise  have  felt  it  my  duty  todo.  I  hud 
at  one  time,  framed  separate  Bills  for  each 
of  the  points  which  are  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House  in  this  Bill, 
but,  on  further  reflection,  I  have  become 
satisfied  that  it  would  be  more  convenient 
for  the  House,  and  equnlly  so  to  the  country, 
to  unite  all  the  provisions  with  legnrd  to 
bankruptcy  and  execution,  at  the  instance 
of  creditors,  either  against  the  person  or 
gainst  the  estate  of  debtors,  into  one  BilL 
Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  make  the 
provisions  as  short,  clear,  and  simple  as 
possible ;  and  I  trust  this  Bill  may  be  read, 
and  easily  understood,  hy  persons  who  are 
not  lawyers.  I  believe  I  may  add,  on  the 
part  of  the  Scotch  representHtivcs  as  well 
as  myself,  that  they  will  feel  indebted  to 
those  English  or  Irish  Members  who  will 
direct  their  attention  to  the  subject.  In 
the  reports  to  which  I  have  already  re- 
ferred, they  will  meet  with  every  explana- 
tion ^ideh  tiiey  may  requite,  and  they 


may,  perhaps,  in  watching  over,  and  super- 
intending, a  system  different  from  their 
own,  make  ohservationa  and  receive  sug- 
gestions which  they  will  find  ajtplicabie  to 
Hieir  own  institutions.  The  nest  Bill  is 
one  for  regulating  the  process  of  cessia 
bonorum.  A  Bill  emhracing  a  part  of  this 
object  was  bnfore  the  House  la^it  Session. 
According  to  the  law  of  Scotland,  a  debtor 
is  entitled  to  be  freed  from  imprisonment 
on  surrendering  to  his  creditors  all  hii 
effects,  but  this  procedure  was  confined  to 
the  Court  of  Session.  Such  cases  usually 
turn  on  the  question,  whether  the  conduct 
of  the  debtor  has  been  fraudulent,  and  it  is 
often  found  very  difficult,  and  always  very 
expensive,  to  carry  on  such  investigations  in 
the  Court  of  Session.  It  appeared  to  me 
desirable  to  place  in  one  Bill  all  the  regula- 
tions with  regard  to  this  process,  whether 
it  should  take  place  before  the  Court  of 
Session  or  before  the  Sheriff  Court.  The 
Bill  to  Amend  the  Law  of  Scotland  as  to 
Erasures  in  Instruments  of  Sasine,  passed 
through  this  House  lest  Sesuon,  and  I 
again  introduce  it,  wiih  s<Hne  alterations, 
to  obviate  objections  which  were  made  to  it, 
and  with  the  omission  of  a  clause  which 
was  objected  to  in  this  House,  restricting 
the  operation  of  the  Bill  to  cases  in  which 
suits  had  commenced  in  the  Cuurtof  Ses- 
sion before  a  certain  date.  1  believe  the 
feeling  in  the  country  for  the  necessity  of 
such  a  Bill,  in  order  to  restore  confidence  to 
the  landed  rights  in  Scotland,  has  increased 
instead  of  diminishing;  for  furtiier  inquiries 
have  produced,  as  I  suspected  they  would 
do,  additional  instances  of  defects  of  this 
nature.  Conveyancers  did  not  consider,  in 
general,  that  such  erasures  in  instruments 
of  that  description  were  fatal.  Estates 
were  frequently  purchased  and  debts  con- 
tracted where  the  debts  were  liable  to  those 
objections.  According  to  the  present  law 
of  Scotland,  a  person  who  has  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  the  issue  of  psrents  not  legally 
married,  cannot,  unless  he  have  lawful 
children  of  his  own  body,  dispose  of  his 
personal  or  moveable  estate,  as  it  is  termed 
by  the  law  of  Scotland,  though  it  has  been 
acquired  by  his  own  industry.  He  may,  if 
he  happens  to  possess  a  landed  estate  of  any 
amount,  convey  it  in  the  same  manner  as 
any  other  person  may  do.  It  is  not  an  easy 
matter  to  account  for  this  peculiarity  in  the 
law  of  Scotland,  and  it  is  a  singular  circum- 
stance, that,  in  the  time  of  Sir  Thomas 
Craig,  who  died  in  l608,  it  doesnot  appear 
to  have  existed,  accordine  to  various  pas- 
sages in  bis  learned  wore,  "  I}«  Fendii," 
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I  think  itere  can  be  but  one  opinion,  that ,  he  should  oppose  this  Bill  in  every  Bub- 
thii  anomaly  in  our  law,  which  has  neither  sequent  stage.  He  had  opposed  the  last 
the  rules  of  the  civillaw  nor  remote  anli-  Bill,  and  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to 
quity  to  recomniend  it,  should  at  once  be    oppose  tlie  present. 

temoved,  and  that  unfortunate  persons  who  Colonel  Perceval  rose  for  the  purpose 
ace  themselvea  perfectly  innocent,  gfaould  of  intimating  liis  intention  to  follow  the 
have  one  of  the  strongest  motives  to  acquire  game  course.  He  had  now  for  three  suc- 
property,  that  of  being  able  to  leave  it  to  cesstvc  Sessions  been  called  upon  to  enter 
their  friends.  At  present  it  only  odds  a 
further  stigma  to  spuriouH  birth,  and,  if  it 
operate  at  all,  makes  them  less  prudent  and 
industrious.  This  is  a  matter  in  which  the 
Crown  has  a  direct  interest,  as  the  move- 
able property  of  all  sucb  persons  devolves  to 
the  Crown,  which  it  will  not  do  if  they 
shall  have  made  a  last  will.  I  have,  how- 
ever, been  assured  by  my  bon.  Friend,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  the 
consent  of  the  Crown  will  he  given  to  this 
measure.  By  the  lat.  of  Wm.,  IV.  cap. 
6g,  it  was  declared  that  the  uffices  of  Judges 
of  the  Commissary  Court  at  Edinburgh 
should  not  be  filled  up,  and  that  as  "  Eoon 
tu  vacancies  should  occur  in  the  whole  of 
such  offices,  the  said  Court  shall  be  en- 
tirely abolished,  aud  the  powers  and  .juris- 
diction^of  the  Court  transferred  lothe  Sheriff 
of  the  county  of  Edinburgh."  I  have  been 
informed  that  this  enactment  was  at  the 
time  intended  to  be  superseded  by  an  Act 
relieving  the  Commissaries  of  the  remaining 
duties  of  taking  proofs,  and  that  they  re- 
ceived an  assurance  to  thdt  effect.  During 
the  five  years  that  have  elapsed  two  of  ihe 
Judges,  one  of  whom  held  the  office  for 
thirty-one  years,  have  been  rendered  in- 
capable of  performing  the  duties,  and  very 
great  inconvenience  and  expense  arises  to 
the  public  from  there  having  been  no  means 
devised  for  having  proofs  taken  at  a  dis- 
tance from  Edinburgh.  1  do  not,  therefore, 
anticipate  that  any  objection  will  be  made 
to  this  Bill. 

Leave  given  and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be 
brought  in. 


protest  against  the  Bill  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  opposite  seemed 
■    us  to  force  down   their  throats, 
which  might  most  properly  be  described 
for  the  encouragement  of  clan- 
destine  marriages   in    Ireland.     He  pro- 
tested agaiust    the  introduction    of   the 
casure,  and  should  five  it  every  opposi- 
tion in  his  power. 

Mr.  Shaio  did  not  approve  of  the  stala 
of  the  marriage  law  as  at  present  existing 
in  Ireland  ;  but  it  should  be  dealt  with 
on  a  much  more  comprehensive  and  gene- 
ral way  than  was  proposed  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman.  It  Mould  be  far 
better  if  the  Crown  lawyers  in  that  House 
would  take  up  the  question.  The  effect 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member's  Bill 
would  be  to  remove  that  which  was  at 
present  the  only  check  to  clandestine  mar- 
riages in  certain  cases,  aud  would  put  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy  on  a  better  footing 
than  those  of  the  Established  Church. 
Leave  was  given. 

BoHouoii  07  PooLB.]  Mr.  Black- 
hurtle  moved  for  a  Select  Comniittee  lo 
inquire  into  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  recent  municipal  election  for  the 
borough  of  Poole,  which  had  been  detail- 
ed to  the  House  ia  the  petition  that  had 
been  printed  and  circulated  amongst  hon. 
Members.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
adverted  to  the  false  return  made  by  the 
mayor,  in  consequence  of  which  a  ma- 
jority was  given  to  one  party  in  the  town- 
council,  whereas  that  majority  really  be- 
longed to  the  other,  and  maifltained  that 
thi;)  was  a  case  which  he  would  undertake 
to  prove  if  the  Committee  were  granted, 
the  truth  of  the  circumstances  which  had 
been  mentioned  in  the  petition  presented 
from  Poole  especially  called  for  the  inter- 
ference of  Parliament. 

Sir  Frederick  Pollock  did  not  rise  to 
oppose  the  motion,  as  he  should  follow 
now  the  same  course  which  he  pursued 
the  other  evening  when  this  question  came 
before  the  House.  But  he  hoped  the 
would  allow  him  lo  make  a  few 


Roman  Cathoiic  Marhiages  (Ire- 
land.)] Mr.  Lynch  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  lo  repeal  so  much  of  ihi 
Act  19,  George  11.,  e.  13  (Irish),  a 
amends  and  makes  void  all  marriage: 
celebrated  by  any  Papist  priest  between 
Proteslanl  and  Catholic.  He  did  not 
anticipate  any  opposition  to  the  bi  ^  ^ 
in  of  the  Bill,  and  he  would  not  therefore 
trouble  the  House  with  any  remarks 
present  stage. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Jackson  begged  to  give 
tbe  hotk  sad  learned  Member  notice  that  { tematks  oa  the  obiervatioM  made,  not  in 
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tbat  place  merely,  on  the  conduct  which 
he  adopted  on  the  last  occasioa  of  this 
motioD  coming  before  the  House,  for  in 
■ome  tneBBure  his  own  personal  character 
was  affected  by  them.  He  [hought  be 
then  said  he  should  act  very  incorrectly 
and  without  that  due  sense  or  delicacy 
which  every  hon.  Member  must  Teel  ir  be 
took  part  even  in  the  discussion,  much ' 
in  the  decision  of  this  question.  lie  ap- 
prehended that  the  House,  in  any  decision  it 
might  come  to  on  this  question,  i  ~  ' 
ing  in  a  judicial  character.  He  was  sure 
that  every  Gentleman  must  admit  thi 
propriety  of  a  Member,  who  was  retained 
as  an  advocate  in  the  courts  belon 
in  that  House  as  a  judge  in  any  stage  or 
the  same  case.  The  hon.  Member  Tor 
Middlesex  had  said,  that  ir  he  refused  to 
interfere  in  the  discussion  becausi 
retained  as  an  advocate  a  delinquent  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  retain  as  many  hon. 
Members  as  possible  for  advocates, 
order  to  screen  himself  by  preventing 
Ihera  from  interfering.  Was  the  hon. 
Member  for  Middlesex  aware  of  the  still 
greater  evil  that  might  occur  if  delinquents 
were  allowed  to  retain  hon.  Members  as 
advocates,  in  order  that  they  might  take 
a  part  in  the  discussion  ?  Was  it  not 
better  that  a  Member  so  bumble  and  un- 
important as  himself  should  abstain  from 
taking  part  on  this  occasion  than  that  the 
honour,  the  integrity,  the  purity  of  the 
administration  of  justice  by  that  House 
should  be  questioned  from  the  circum- 
stance of  an  advocate  for  theaccused  having 
taken  part  in  its  discussions.  There  must 
certainly  be  some  limit  beyond  which  hon. 
Merobersshould  not  refrain  from  interfering. 
But  in  a  matter  in  which  any  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  himself  personally  concerned, or  in 
which  he  was  canfidentially  trusted  with 
the  case  of  one  of  the  parties,  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  conscientiously  to  do  his 
duty  to  his  clients  and  to  that  House  at 
the  same  time.  He  might  certainly  be 
told,  as  he  had  been  told,  that  in  such  a 
case  there  were  conflicting  duties.  It  was 
true;  but  it  was  a  case  which  could  not 
ohea  occur;  it  was  a  case  which  he  was 
not  sure  ought  to  occur  at  all.  He, 
however,  could  not  help  it.  It  arose  from 
the  circumstance  of  a  case  being  brought 
before  the  House  of  which  the  courts  of 
law  had  already  got  seisin  and  possession. 
The  difBculty  was  none  of  liis  creating. 
The  view  which  he  had  taken  of  the  ques- 
tion was  a  view  not  dictated  by  bis  own 
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feeling  alone,  but  was  founded  apon  what) 

as  far  as  he  had  been  enabled  to  ascertain, 
had  been  the  uniform  practice  of  that 
House.  He  could  quote  the  authority  of 
two  very  distinguished  men  who  had  tieen 
Members  of  that  House,  Lord  Brougham 
and  Lord  Abinger,  and  he  was  convinced 
that  a  contrary  practice  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  greatest  inconvenience.  Ha 
should  act  that  night  as  he  had  acted  on 
a  former  occasion,  and  he  hoped  his  ex- 
planation would  be  satisfactory,  and  that 
he  could  not  be  fairly  accused  of  aban- 
doning a  public  duty  in  pursuing  that 
course  which  a  sense  of  honour  and  deli- 
cacy alone  dictated,  and  he  hoped  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Middlesex  would  not 
feel  it  necessary  to  make  any  remarks 
upon  his  conduct,  either  whilst  be  (Sir 
Frederick  Pollock)  was  absent  or  present. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  the  question  stood  just 
where  it  did.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  was  elected  to  that  House  to  take 
part  in  its  discussions,  and  by  his  own 
confession  he  was,  on  this  question,  inca- 
pacitated from  ful61Iing  that  duty.  He 
would  admit  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  that  there  might  be  an  individual 
case— there  might  be  two  or  three  cases 
not  worth  mentioning— but  his  position 
remained  untouched.  He  was  far  from 
desiring  to  cast  any  reproach  on  the  hon, 
and  learned  Member,  as  he  had  no  doubt 
he  acted  from  the  most  pure  and  con- 
scientious motives. 

Sir  Frederick  Pollock  left  the  House. 

Mr.  Wtlliama  FT^nn  defended  the  course 
pursued  bythehon.and  learned  Gentleman. 
When  Mr.  Brougham  applied  to  the 
House  for  permission  to  defend  the  Queen 
at  the  Bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  it  was 
made  an  exprees  stipulation  with  him  that 
he  should  not  vote  as  Member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  question,  and 
the  other  Members  of  the  House  who 
acted  as  counsel  gave  the  same  pledge. 
He  did  not  think  the  case  of  Poole  a  case 
in  which  the  House  ought  to  interfere. 
Afler  what  they  had  heard  that  night  of 
the  disgraceful  conduct  of  the  House  when 
exercising  judicial  functions,  he  did  not 
think  the  House  would  be  very  likely  to 
em  itself  from  that  imputation  if  it  set 
precedent  of  interfering  with  muni- 
cipal elections.  If  they  did,  every  case  in 
hich  parties  thought  they  could  raise  ob- 
jections would,  instead  of  being  taken  to 
the  King's  Bench,  be  brought  to  that 
House.     Andwhy?  Because,  if  there  were 
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ready  before  a  court  of  justice.  He 
thought  it  vaa  most  fitting  that  (bey 
should  have  the  deciaion  of  that  court 
berore  they  took  any  step  in  the  matter. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
when  upon  a  former  occasion  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  (Mr,  Blackburn)  called 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject, 
he  yielded  to  tbe  opinion  of  the  lion. 
Member  for  Montgoinery shire,  and  indeed 
of  both  sides  of  the  House,  that  the 
petition  should  be  printed,  in  order  not 
lo  gratify  their  curiosity,  but  because, 
having  brought  charges  against  the 
official  conduct  of  persons,  they  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  meeting  those 
charges ;  and  he  would  not  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact — that 
DO  petition  bad  been  presented  to  (he 
House  impugning  in  the  slightest  degree 
the  facts  stated  in  tbe  petition.  He  need 
not  recal  to  the  attention  of  the  House 
the  great  excitement  which  had  been  pro- 
duced through  the  whole  country,  by  the 
passing  of  the  Municipal  Reform  Bill 
last  Session,  and  tbe  anxiety  with  which 
the  country  watched  its  operations. 
This  was  the  first  election  in  which  the 
most  serious  charges  against  the  Mayor 
(and  not  controverted  by  that  officer), 
were  broufrht  specifically  under  the  notice 
of  the  House ;  not,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Wynn)  seemed 
to  think,  for  the  purpose  of  superseding 
the  Courts  of  Law,  but  because  in  (his 
instance  the  Courts  of  Law  he  feared  had 
no  jurisdiction,  and  could  afford  the 
petitioners  no  efTectual  redress;  and  (he 
Commiitec  would  be  valuable  in  another 
point  oF  view,  it  would  assist  the  House  in 
its  leglalative  capacity.  Parliament  was, 
in  hii  opinion,  justified  in  acting  in  the 
manner  proposed,  because  it  was  necessary 
that  a  remedy  should  be  applied  to  the 
evil  before  (he  Court  of  King's  Bench 
could  do  so. 

Mr.  ^aw  thought  it  was  the  moat  in- 
accurate reasoninginiaginable,  to  conclude 
(hat  the  parties  who  had  not  answered  the 
petition  by  their  silence  confessed  the 
allegations  against  them.  Might  it  not, 
with  as  much  Tairness,  be  presumed  that, 
like  many  Members  of  that  Hoase,  these 
parties  doubted  the  competence  of  the 
House  to  tuke  into  consideration  the  alle- 
gations of  the  petition  until  the  ordinary 
tribunals  of  justice  had  been  found 
inefficient  for  that  purpose.  He  saw.  in 
the  proposed  proceeding,  tbe  c 


939 

■  favourable  administration,  or  a  favout- 
abte  majority,  it  would  be  anticipated  that 
the  parties  coming  before  tbe  House  would 
not  lose  (he  benefit  of  that  majority.  It 
would  be  remembered  when  the  Municipal 
Reform  Bill  was  introduced  that  he  point- 
ed out  to  the  House  what  must  be  the  in* 
evitable  consequence  of  it  if  a  mayor  were 
resolved  to  favour  one  party.  He  pointed 
out  that  very  inconvenience.  He  was 
told  that  it  would  be  provided  against, 
and  that  assessors  would  be  appointed  to 
watch  the  conduct  of  the  mayor.  It  so 
happened  that  the  Clause  was  not  intro- 
duced. Whether  it  was  only  intended  to 
postpone  it  to  a  future  occasion,  in  order 
to  guard  against  the  probability  of  future 
corruption,  he  knew  not;  but  so  high  a 
confidence  had  Ministers  in  the  new  mu- 
nicipal authorities,  and  the  way  in  which 
they  would  discharge  their  duties,  that 
they  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  take 
■ucn  a  precaution  with  them.  Whether 
old  or  new,  he  believed  mayors  now  were 
much  the  same  as  mayors  formerly,  and 
10  they  would  be  in  future.  They  might 
change  the  name,  but  the  nature  of  the 
thing  was  not  changed — the  animal  mayor 
■til)  remained  the  same.  The  Municipal 
Bill  would  not  do  away  with  the  jobbing 
and  corruption  on  the  part  of  those  at  the 
head  of  the  municipality.  They  would 
doubtless  possess  the  same  private  inror- 
nation,  the  same  advantages,  the  same 
opporlunilies,  and  be  subject  to  the  same 
temptations  as  their  predecessors;  and,  if 
they  were  inclined  lo  work  injmlice,  they 
could  work  it  just  as  well  under  the  new 
system  as  the  old.  ["  Question."]  He 
was  speaking  to  tbe  question.  Really 
he  must  say,  this  practice  of  interrupting 
was  as  disgraceful  as  any  which  had  been 
alluded  to  in  the  prior  debate  \o{  that 
night.  He  was  not  to  be  put  down  in 
that  way  when  he  felt  that  he  had  import- 
ant duties  to  discharge.  He  knew  not 
how  any  Member  could  contribute  more 
to  the  degradation  or  the  House  than  by 
endeavouring,  by  the  mere  force  of  cla- 
mour, to  overbear  all  opposition  when 
questions  of  great  judicial  importance 
were  under  considemtion.  This  was  not 
a  question  that  could  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected to  pass  stib  silenUo,  and  he  must 
fiiiy  these  unseemly  interruptions  deserved 
rebuke.  He  thought  to  grant  a  Com- 
mittee in  this  case  would  be  introducing  a 
bad  precedent  for  the  reason  he  had  stnted, 
and  more  especially  as  tbe  case  was  al- 


:  by  Google 


OSJ  Borough  ofPooU.  {Fes.  ^5} 

ment  of  b  most  dangcroui  interference 
with  the  Courts  of  Justice;  and, if  for  do 
other  TeBiOD,  he  was  determined  to  oppose 
the  motion.  What,  he  asked,  nould  be 
aaid  of  their  consistency,  if,  after  having 
but  n  few  hours  ago  declared  their  incom- 
petence to  give  a  judgment  upon  such  8 
question  as  one  relating  to  their  awr 
privileges,  they  were  to  turn  round  and 
My  that  they  would  judge  in  a  case  upon 
vhich  it  VBS  even  doubtful  whether,  by 
the  laws  of  the  land,  they  were  a  compe- 
tent tribunal  ?  Would  it  not  be  said  that 
they  changed  their  determination  with  the 
view  of  asserting  a  party  question?  Would 
ft  not  be  said,  that  they  determined  upon 
converting  tliemselvea  into  a  judicial 
tribunal  in  the  case  under  considi 
because  they  found  that  their  pet  Bill  had 
not  worked  as  well  as  they  hoped,  and  in 
order  that  they  might,  by  an  arbitrary  vote, 
correct  those  supposed  defects  through 
the  instrumentslity  of  which,  in  this 
particular  ease,  they  had  been  discomfited 
at  the  last  Municipal  Election  ?  Hecon- 
tended  that  the  ordinary  tribunals  of 
justice  were  quite  sufficient  to  give  redress 
in  the  alleged  case,  and  therefore,  on  that 
ground,  he  hoped  the  House  would  resist 
the  motion. 

The  Solicilor- General:  Although  the 
hon.  and  learned  Recorder  had  deprecated 
the  introduction  of  political  and  party 
■ptrtt  into  the  discussion,  he  would  leave 
it  to  the  House  to  say  whether,  if  the 
subject  had  been  brought  on,  it  had  not 
equally  been  met,  in  that  spirit.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  said,  it  was  un- 
fair to  presume  that  because  the  Mayc 
had  not  answered  the  charges  of  tii 
petition,  that  therefore  he  had  confessed 
his  guilt.  Why  he  (the  Sol  id  tor- General) 
did  not  assume  his  guilt,  conclusively; 
he  only  assumed  it  for  the  purpose  of 
instituting  an  inquiry,  not  for  awarding 
punishment.  The  petition  had  been 
printed  eight  days;  Poole  was  one  day's 
post  from  London,  and  not  only  had 
no  counter  petition  arrived,  but  he  did 
not  find  any  hon.  Member  instructed  to 
say  OH  the  Mayor's  behalf,  that  he  denied 
the  allegations  of  the  petition.  He  ad- 
mitted, indeed,  that  if  the  Courts  of  Law 
Were  armed  with  powers  of  redress,  it 
would  be  most  inexpedient  to  opply  to  the 
House;  but  at  the  same  time  he  main- 
tained that,  inasmuch  as  the  Committee 
if  appointed,  would  be  bound  to  report  if 
it   sppcftred  to  them   that  the  oidinary 
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tribunals  were  adequate  for  th«  purpotes 
of  justice,  without  the  intervention  of  the 
House,  no  bad  precedent  or  injurious 
effect  could  result  from  the  House  acce- 
ding to  the  motion.  In  his  opinion  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  could  not  give  the 
relief  required  by  the  pelilioners.  They 
might  overthrow  the  election,  but  could 
they  atone  to  the  inhubilants  of  Poole  for 
the  misapplication  of  the  corporate  funds, 
while  the  improperly  elected  officers  were 
in  power? 

Mr.  Searlelt  contended,  that  until  the 
Courts  of  Law  had  been  tirst  tried,  and 
found  inadequate  to  the  ends  of  justice, 
it  would  be  highly  improper  in  that  House 
to  grant  the  proposed  inquiry.  If, 
however,  it  was  granted  in  the  case  of  the 
borough  of  Poole,  his  constituents  in 
Norwich  would  lose  no  lima  in  demanding 
a  similar  investigation  into  the  appoint* 
ment  of  its  existing  corporation. 

Mr.  Blackhurne  I  if  the  hon.  Member  for 
Norwich  could  bring  forward  any  case  from 
that  or  any  other  Borough,  of  such  groas 
iduct  as    that  of  which    he   com- 
plained,  he    might    rest  assured    of  his 
hearty  support,  on  a  motion  for  a  Com- 
littee.     He  did    not   bring  forward  the 
ise,    as  the  hon.  and  learned  Recorder 
lid,  for  the  purpose  of  punishment,  but 
)   prevent   the    mischief;  to    enable  the 
InhabitantsofPooletodothnttthichtheAct 
of  last  Session   intended  they  should  do 
-elect    their     own    municipal     officers, 
and  get  rid  of  those  persons  which  had 
been    palmed   on    them,   under  the  pre- 
ence  of  that  Act,  and  who,  till  removed  by 
he  Legislature,  had  the  power  of  doing 
any  thing  they  thought  proper,   and,  for 
aught  they   knew,   intended  to  get  rid  of 
the   whole  Corporate    property.     He  did 
not  M'ant  the  tacts  stated  in  the  petition 
to  be  taken  as  true,  but  only  so  far  taken 
to  be  true,  after  the  opportunity  of  an- 
swering them,  afforded  by  the  prmting  of 
the  petition,  as  to  grant  an  inquiry;  and 
ir,  on  inquiry,  they  should  he  borne  out, 
(and     he    pledged     himself    that      they 
should)  then  he  could  not  conceive  that 
the  House  would  not  grant  him  relief.     If 
the   courts  of  law  could  effect  the  object 
had   in  view,  he  would  not  have  thought 
of  the  present  Motion,  but  as  no  court  of 
Law  could  grant  relief  if  the  Honse   did 
not  interfere,  it  was  impossible  thatjustice 
could  be  done, 

Mr.  Sergeant  Jackson  said,  that  for  the 
House  to  draw  to  itself  ths  jarisdictioo  of 
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the  difierent  courts  of  Ihe  country  van 
a  most  dangerous  precedent.  The  effect 
of  this  inciuiry,  in  which  evidence  would 
be  forestalled,  printed,  spread  abroad,  and 
read  by  persons  who  might  be  jurors  in 
a  trial  of  an  issue  on  this  very  question, 
would  be  most  injurious.  [",  Criei  of 
Quest  ton."] 

Colonel  Perceval  said,  that  seeing  no 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  House  to 
carry  on  the  Debate  with  fairness  to  both 
sides,  he  felt  called  upon  to  move  ihat 
the  House  should  forthwiib  be  adjourned. 

The  House  divided  on  this  Motion — 
Ayes  37;  Noes   109;— Majority  72. 

The  House  again  divided  on  a  Motion, 
that  the  debate  be  adjourned — Ayes  34 ; 
Noes  105;— Majority  71. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller  moved,  "  that  Mr. 
Sergeant  Jackson  be  now  heard." 

A  long  and  desultory  conversation  en- 
sued, which,  from  the  great  noise  and  the 
number  of  hon.  Members  speaking  in  an 
inaudible  tone,  ve  could  not  comprehend, 
in  the  midst  of  which— 

Mr.  T.  Duncombe  proposed,  that  both 
sides  should  draw  lots,  whether  the  origi. 
nal  Motion  for  adjournment  or  the  smend- 
ment  should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Wynn  contended,  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House, 
in  attempting  to  force  on  a  discussion  at 
that  late  hour,  after  they  had  by  their 
interruptions  at  lirst  suspended  it,  and  the 
Opposition  benches  had  become  thinned 
in  consequence,  was  aiming  a  vital  blow 
■t  the  privileges  of  Parliament. 

The  House  again  divided  on  Mr.  C. 
Buller's  Motion— Ayes  103;  Noes  29; 
—Majority  74. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Jackton  moved,  that  the 
debate  be  ndjonmed  till  five  o'CLocIc  the 
next  day. 

The  ChoKcellor  of  the  Exchequer  staled, 
that  before  be  suggested  to  the  House  the 
course  which  it  appeared  to  him  most  ex- 
pedient to  recommend,  he  felt  it  but  jus- 
tice to  the  Friends  around  him,  to  the 
House,  end  to  the  public,  that  he  should 
recall  to  the  memory  of  hon.  Members 
what  had  this  nigbt  occurred,  and  should 
define  accurately  the  position  in  which 
they  were  now  placed.  On  a  former  night 
his  hon.  and  Learned  Friend.(Mr.  Black- 
burne)  had  presented  a  petition,  alleging 
fraudulent  and  corrupt  practices  as  exist- 
ing at  (he  late  election  for  Poole.  The 
petition  had  been  presenled,  and  this  night 
was  fixed  by  notice   for   its  discussion. 


Tiie  question  came  on  in  the  naual  course. 
No  objection  whatever  was  raised  against 
the  discussion.  A  debate  ensued,  and  it 
was  apparently  closed  by  the  reply  of  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend.  Subsequentlyi 
in  a  manner  not  inconsistent,  it  is  true, 
with  Parliamentary  privilege)  but  at  va- 
riance with  general  usage,  and  in  a 
manner  wholly  at  variance  with  Parlia- 
mentary convenience,  the  learned  Ser- 
geant rose  to  address  the  House  after  (he 
reply.  Some  interruptions  having  taken 
place  an  adjournment  was  moved,  and, 
having  been  negatived,  the  motion  was  in 
other  shapes  renewed,  tn  order  to  show 
the  disposition  of  the  House  to  continue 
the  discussion,  the  question  was  put  that 
the  learned  Sergeant  should  be  now  heard, 
and  those  very  Qenllemen  who  complained 
that  interruption  had  been  given,  were 
those  who  voted  that  the  learned  Member 
should  not  be  heard.  Again,  a  proposal 
having  been  thrown  out  by  an  hon.  Mem- 
ber  opposite  (Mr.  Scarlett),  that  the  re- 
solution for  a  Committee  should  be  now 
carried,  but  that  to  allow  the  naming  of 
such  Committee  to  take  place  at  a  future 
time,  he  and  his  friends  had  declared 
iheir  perfect  readiness  to  BCquieace  in 
that  proposition.  This  too  had  been  re< 
jected  by  that  side  of  the  House  from 
which  the  proposal  had  originally  come. 
Considering,  therefore,  that  in  a  full 
House,  at  an  hour  not  unusual,  a  debate 
had  been  commenced  in  the  accustomed 
manner,  and  brought,  without  objection, 
to  its  ordinary  close — considering  also 
that  the  imputed  charge-of  unwillingness 
to  hear  the  learned  Sergeant  had  been 
but  increased  by  a  motion  carried  that  he 
should  be  heard,  he  could  hut  wish  that 
this  question  should  go  to  the  public  in  a 
more  ijitelligibie  shape,  to  explain  the 
principles  acted  on  by  both  sides  of  the 
House.  Above  all,  it  should  be  distinctly 
remembered  that  the  Member  for  Stam- 
ford had  made  the  important  admission 
that  the  absence  of  his  Conservative  friends 
was  explained  by  themselves  in  conversa- 
tions to  him,  and  that  tbey  had  candidly 
admitted  it  was  a  bad  case,  and  that  they 
could  do  no  good.  Such  being  Ihe  fact, 
he  was  willing  to  leave  the  whole  in  lbs 
hands  of  the  public ;  and  in  deference  to 
the  health,  however,  of  the  Speaker,  and 
of  the  lime  of  the  House,  he  thought  the 
discussion  had  belter  be  brought  to  a 
close. 

Mr.  XTalihy  contended  that  the  con- 
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lieved,  unparalleled,  He  alluded  to  tlie 
case  of  Mr,  Lee,  who,  on  ihe  fourth  of  De- 
cember last  had  received  a  notlGcation 
from  the  Castle  of  Dublin  that  he  had 
been  selected  to  fill  the  situation  of  High 
Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Wexford ;  but,  on 
the  sixtecDtb  of  February,  after  he  had 
gone  lo  considerable  expense,  Mr,  * 
was  removed  from  the  situation  on 
ground  that  be  was  an  Orangeman; 
rather  that  he  was  suspected  of  being 
Orangeman,  The  fact,  however,  be 
lieved  was,  that  Mr.  Lee  hnd  refused  to 
sign  a  requisitioa  for  a  meeting  t< 
a  complimentary  Address  lo  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  The  noble  Earl  referred  to 
the  correspondence  which  bad  taken  place 
on  the  subject.  The  first  letter  was  thi 
notification,  on  the  fourth  of  December, 
1835,  of  Mr,  Lee's  appointment 
situation  of  High  Sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Wexford.  "Fhe  second,  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Lee,  announcing  that  he  bad  made  all  tbi 
necessary  arrangements,  and  was  ready  lo 
undertake  the  duties  of  the  office;  in- 
quiring also  when  the  commission  would 
be  sent  down,  and  stating  that  no  time 
was  to  be  tost.  The  third  letter  was 
dated  Dublin  Castle,  February  16lh,  and 
informed  Mr.  Lee  that  bis  Excellency  (he 
Lord  Lieutenant,  having  learned,  from  a 
quarter  on  which  he  could  place  perfect 
reliance,  that  Mr.  Lee  was  a  member  of 
an  Orange  Lodge,  he  felt  himself  obliged 
to  annul  his  appointment,  and  to  place 
another  gentleman  in  his  situation.  The 
letter  expressed  regret  that  Mr,  Lee  had 
bean  put  to  any  expense  or  inconvenience 
in  consequence  of  the  change.  Now,  from 
a  communication  which  had  since  been 
received,  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Lee  was 
ready  to  prove  that  he  was  not  at  iha 
time,  or  ever  had  been,  a  member  of  an 
Orange  Lodge.  Such  proceedings  were 
not  to  be  borne.  If  Government  had  come 
to  the  determination  that  no  persons 
holding  Proteitaat  principles  should  be 
elected  to  office  in  Ireland,  in  God's  name 
lei  the  fact  be  fairly  avowed,  but  do  not 
let  gentlemen,  like  Mr,  Lee,  be  insulted  in 
this  manner.  He  had  feh  it  right,  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  country,  to  join 
the  Orange  awociation.  He  wished  that 
there  was  no  such  thing  as  party  feeling, 
except  that  great  party  feeling  which  had 
for  its  object  the  welfare  of  the  country. 
He  joined  the  Orange  institution  because 
he  believed  that  it  would  prove  the  salva- 
tion of  Protestantitm  ;  and,  if  it  cost  him 
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'  his  title, his  property,  orbis  life,  he  would, 
and  he  Btateiihis  sentiments  most  distinctly, 
s  pport  to  the  last  the  principles  on  which 
t  at  association  was  founded, 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland  said,  that 
from  the  position  be  held  in  connection 
with  the  Orange  Lodges,  and  from  the 
allusions  which  were  made  to  him,  many 
of  which  were  most  unjustifiable — unjusti- 
fiable and  false — founded  on  false  assump- 
lians,  and  leading  to  the  most  unwarrant- 
able inferences — he  considered  it  nis  duly 
to  make  an  observation  or  two  to  their 
Lordships.  In  the  first  place,  having  read 
the  address  from  the  other  House,  and  his 
Majesty's  most  kind  and  gracious  answer, 
the  drst  step  he  took  was  to  communicate 
with  the  officers  of  thf  Irish  institution  as 
to  the  best  course  he  and  they  should 
adopt,  and  the  opinion  they  unanimously 
entertained  was  that  no  time  should  be 
lost  in  recommending  the  Orange  Society 
immediately  to  dissolve.  He  was  sure, 
that  as  loyalty  to  the  Throne,  and  devo- 
tion to  the  defence  of  ihe  Protestantism 
of  the  empire  was  the  sole  principle  of  the 
Orange  Society,  all  classes  of  Orangemen 
would  see  the  wiadom  of  adopting  his  re- 
commendation. He  would  say  one  word 
more  in  reference  to  the  accusation  against 
Orangemen  of  being  bonded  together  by 
secret  oaths.  It  wastliis:  in  the  Orange 
institution  there  were  no  oaths,  no  oaths 
whatever.  Though  the  societies  might 
now  be  dissolved,  their  principles  could 
not  and  would  not  die.  While  he  avowed 
to  their  Lordships  his  entire  acquiescence 
in  the  wish  of  his  Majesty,  he  would  sup- 
port to  the  last  the  principles  which 
Orange  Societies  were  founded  to  defend. 
Viscount  Melbourne  had  heard  with 
unfeigned  satisfaction  the  statement  which 
had  been  just  made  by  the  illustrious 
Duke,  It  was,  however,  what  he  had 
expected  from  one  holding  his  Royal  High- 
ness's  station.  It  much  anticipated  what 
be  (Viscount  Melbourne)  had  uecn  about 
to  say  in  answer  to  the  questions  which 
had  been  put  to  him  by  the  noble  Earl, 
Hii  Majesty's  Government  and  himself 
were  most  anxiously  desirous,  that  they 
Id  not  be  called  upon  to  take  any 
strong  measures  for  carrying  the  Resolu- 
tions of  the  House  of  Commons  respecting 
Orange  societies  into  effect ;  that  they 
should  not  feel  tt  necessary  to  follow  up 
those  Resolutions  by  any  proceeding  what- 
ever; but  that  the  general  feeling  which 
had  been  expressed  in  all  quarters,  and  ia 
2H2 
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lie  had  decUred  that  he  would  maintain 
those   principles;    although    he    thought 


a  manner  so  especially  honourable  to 
thctn  by  gentlemen  belonging'  to  Orange 
societies,  nho  had  declared  Ihcir  intention 
to  withdraw  from  those  societies,  together 
with  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  House  of 
Commons  on  ihc  subject,  would  combine 
to  put  an  end  to  Orange  societies,  with- 
out any  further  interference  on  the  part 
either  of  his  Majesty's  Government  or  of 
Parhament.  He  owned,  however,  that 
be  hod  heard  the  speech  of  the  noble  Earl 
with  much  concern.  He  trusted,  that 
when  the  noble  Earl  had  devoted  more 
consideration  to  the  subject,  he  would 
feel  the  propriety  of  imitating  the  example 
of  the  Illustrious  Duke,  and  of  following 
the  advice  which  the  Illustrious  Duke  had 
so  clearly  and  distiqctly  given.  If  that 
should  be  (as  he  trusted}  the  course  which 
the  noble  Earl  should  eventually  fallow, 
he  should  of  all  men  be  most  anxious  to 
bury  all  the  past  in  oblivion,  and  to  re- 
frain from  all  further  observation,  or  from 
the  fjrther  expression  of  difference  of 
opinion  on  so  painful  a  subject.  As  to  the 
question  which  the  noble  Earl  had  put 
to  him,  with  respect  to  the  extent  of  the 
Resolutions  which  had  been  passed  by  the 
House  of  Commons,  all  that  he  could  do 
was  to  refer  to  the  terms  of  the  Resolutions 
itself  which  were  these  :  —  "  That  a 
humble  address  be  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, praying  that  his  Majesty  will 
be  graciously  pleused  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  to  his    Majesty   may 


noble  Earl  had  been  betrayed 
into  a  little  exaggeration  when  he  talked 
of  his  readiness  to  sacrifice  his  title  end 
his  life;  for  neither  the  one  nor  the  other 
was  in  the  least  dnnger.  But  although 
he  gave  the  noble  E^rl  credit  for  sincerity, 
he  could  not  give  him  credit  for  wisdom 
and  prudence  with  respect  to  the  course 
which  he  had  stated  it  to  be  his  intention 
to  pursue.  He  thought  the  noble  Earl 
would  find  the  Protestant  religion  safer 
and  stronger  without  the  aid  of  any  of 
these  societies.  And  when  the  noble  Earl 
called  on  his  Majesty's  Government  to 
maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  law,  all 
that  he  could  say  in  answer  was,  that  he 
knew  of  no  instance  in  which  the  law  had 
not  been  carried  into  effect  for  the  pro- 
tection of  all  classes  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects. He  was  not  prepared  to  enter  into 
the  case  which  had  been  alluded  to  by 
the  noble  Earl ;  but  he  understood  that 
the  appoinlmenl  of  Mr,  Lee  to  the  shriev- 
alty oi  the  county  of  Wexford  had  not 
been  confirmed,  because  it  was  believed 
that  that  gentleman  belonged  to  an 
Orange  society.  The  principle  on  which 
his  Majesty's  Government  in  Ireland  had 
acted  was,  of  not  appointing  to  any  office 
— and  more  especially  to  any  office  of  (he 
magistracy  or  the  police — any  one  who, 
belonging  to  a  secret  society,  was  bound 
to  pay  obedience  to  another  power  besides 
lahle  for  the  effectual  discouragement  of  i  that  of  the  Stale,  and  who  was  identified 

Orange-lodges ."    That  passage  dis-  j  in  his  feelings  ancj  wishes  with  only  a  por- 

tinclly  pointed  to  those  societies,  as  at.  t  ion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
present  constituted.  The  Resolution  pro-  The  Earl  of  IVinchihea  Sdid,  that  Mr. 
ceeded -.— "and  c^enerally  of  all  political  i  Lee  never  was  a  member  of  the  Orange, 
societies,  excluding  persons  of  a  different  or  any  other  society.  He  had  refused  to 
religions  faith,  using  secret  si^ns  and  sym-  sign  an  address  requiring  the  sheriff  to 
bols,  and  acting  by  means  of  associated  call  a  county  meeting  to  address  the  Lord- 
branches,"  That  part  of  the  resolution  '  lieutenant,  and  that  was  the  reason  for  bis 
was  intended  to  prevent  evasion  by  the  |  havingbeen  used  in  this  manner  which  be 
assumption  of  some  other  name;  and  of  (the  Earl  of  Winchilsea)  had  described, 
course  every  other  society  answering  to  As  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Vis- 
ihe  description  must  feel  itself  compre-  I  count  with  reference  to  himself,  he  must 
hended  in  the  scope  and  tendency  of  the  |  be  allowed  to  say,  that  he  should  form  his 
resolution.  He  must  again,  therefore,  own  judgment  as  to  the  course  which  be 
confess  his  anxious  hope  that  what  had  should  pursue  with  a  view  to  the  best  Jn- 
been  done  would  be  fuund  sufficient  for  |  terests  of  his  country.  He  was  not  a 
the  attainment  of  the  object  in  view ;  and  party  man ;  and  his  only  object  was  to 
Ihut  neither  Government  nor  Pdrliamenl  '  protect  the  church  to  which  he  belonged, 
would  be  called  upon  to  take  any  further  ,  He  hoped  that  the  advice  which  had  been 
mea^iire.  He  gave  the  nohlc  Earl  credit  '  given  by  the  illustrious  Duke  would  be 
fur  the  sinctcity  with  which  the  noble  futlowed,  and  that  the  Orange  societies 
EiH  lii'lievf'l  the  piin'-iples  which  he  had  would  he  dissolved;  althoui^h  it  was  no- 
Hvoned.  iiiid  fur  ihc  resilntiim  with  which    torious  that  q  conspiracy  existed  in  Ire- 


oogic 


937 


Orange  Societies, 


{Feb.  26} 


Orange  Socielies, 


938 


land   For  the  subversion  nf  the  Protestant 
church  and  the  Protestant  government. 

The  Marquess  of  Londonderry  ghoiilil 
not  have  troubled  their  Lordships  but  Tor 
what  had  r^llen  Trom  the  noble  Viscount. 
The  whole  or  the  proceedings  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  since  he  had  been 
in  that  country,  had  been  solely  and  ex- 
clusively directed  to  uphold  the  Catholic 
party  against  the  Protestant  parly.  He 
said  that  advisedly.  All  the  appointments 
in  Ireland,  nithln  that  perioj,  had  been 
decidedly  influenced,  by  one  individual, 
who  is  a  Catholic.  This  partiality  was 
going  forward  in  every  part  of  the  conntry. 
If  the  noble  Viscount  would  act  upon  his 
declaration,  that  there  should  be  a  fair  and 
honest  upboldiug  of  Protestant  as  well  as 
of  Catholic  interests,  he  shotild  have  his 
firm  and  cordial  support  upon  every  mea- 
sure which  he  might  bring  forward  with 
such  an  object.  But  the  fact  was,  aiid  no 
one  connected  with  Ireland  could  deny  it, 
that  there  was  one  universal  degradation 
to  which  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  were 
at  present  subject ;  and  unless  the  manner 
in  which  the  Government  of  Ireland  had 
been  lately  conducted  were  changed,  the 
most  fatal  consequences  must  ensue.  He 
could  not  but  regret  that  the  noble  indi- 
vidual, whom  privately  he  must  ever  re- 
spect, in  consequence  of  his  long  know- 
ledge of  him,  should  have  been  officially 
connected  with  one  of  the  most  monstrous, 
he  had  almost  said  one  of  tlic  most  un- 
justiGable,  acts  that  had  ever  been  done 
by  any  individual  who  had  held  the  sta- 
tion in  Ireland  now  occupied  by  the  noble 
Lord.  That  that  noble  Lord  should  enter- 
tain a  person  at  his  table  who  had  been 
recently  making  speeches  so  abominable 
— reviling  royalty  on  the  one  side,  and 
treating  their  Lordships'  House  with  deri- 
sion on  the  other — that  he  should  have 
treated  that  person  as  a  guest  at  his  table 
that  he  should  have  invited  him  to  a  royal 
feast  (for  a  royal  feast  it  was),  and  that 
such  a  circumstance  should  have  been 
passed  over  by  the  first  Minister  of  the 
Crown,  without  having  submitted  it  to 
their  Lordships'  attention,  or  without 
having  recalled  that  Lord  Lieutenant ; 
and  that  Ireland  should  have  been  witness 
to  snch  a  degradation,  and  to  such  repre- 
hensible conduct,  was,  he  mast  say,  most 
monstrous.  The  circumstance  to  which  he 
had  adverted  ought  to  have  been  visited 
with  the  severest  censure;  for  it  certainly 
ffu  oDfl  of  the  moit  difgracefol  actt jver 


performed  by  a  man  in  the  situation  of 

the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  Ireland,  lo  treat  with  hospi- 
tality an  individual  just  warm  from  the 
aspersions  which  he  had  cast  upon  the 
Crown  and  upon  the  upper  House  of  Par- 
liament, and  whose  conduct  ought  to 
have  excited  nothing  but  disgust  and  in- 
dignation. He  hoped  his  noble  Friend 
near  him  would  follow  up  the  statement 
which  he  had  made  respecting  the  appoint- 
ment lo  the  office  of  Sheriff  of  Wexford, 
by  moving  for  papers  illustrative  of  the 
fact  that  the  appointment  oF  Mr,  Lee  to 
the  office  had  not  been  confirmed  because 
that  Gentleman  would  not  sign  an  address 
to  the  Lord-lieutenant.  The  Lord-lieu- 
tenant had  made  a  tour  throughout  Ire- 
land;  amongst  the  entertainments  which 
were  given  for  him,  was  a  kind  of  Radical 
breakfast  at  Belfast,  at  which  not  a  single 
gentleman  of  Conservative  politics — he 
might  add  not  a  loyal  man — ofallthofe 
who  belonged  to  the  county  in  which  it 
took  place  was  present,  with  perhaps  two 
or  three  enceptions,  the  cau^e  of  whose 
presence  he  should  explain.  One  of  the 
two  exceptions  to  which  he  had  alluded 
was  a  noble  Friend  of  his,  who  was  cer- 
tainly a  staunch  Conservative,  but  whose 
atlendancc  at  thisbreaktast  was  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
while  he  continued  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  stopped  al  his  house.  The  other 
Conservative  was  a  Protestant  clergyman, 
whom  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  made  his 
chaplain.  These  constituted  the  whole  of 
the  Conservatives  who  attended  that  enter- 
tainment. What  happened  six  weeks 
or  two  months  after  the  departure  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  ?  The  Protestant  Con- 
servatives had  a  meeting  in  the  saine 
place,  at  which  no  less  than  eight  hundred 
of  the  Proteslanl  Conservatives  of  Ireland 
were  present,  not  one  of  whom  had  gone 
near  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  brealcfast ;  and 
the  property  of  these  gentlemen  who  had 
thus  assembled,  and  who  advocated  prin- 
ciples diametrically  opposed  to  those  which 
the  noble  Viscount  attempted  to  promul- 
gate in  Ireland,  was  estimated  at  400,000/. 
a-year.  The  noble  Viscount  smiled  but 
he  could  tell  the  noble  Viscount  that 
these  facts  told  heavily  against  the  noble 
Viscount's  Lieutenant,  or  he  sliould  rather 
say,  against  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin, 
which  could  not  be  controverted.     He  had 

tuted  circuDutancei  vhich  the  noble 
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Viscount  could  not  den;;  he  made  a 
charge  of  misconduct  which  he  defied  the 
noble  Viscount  to  defend.  When  ihe 
noble  Viscount  acted  agreeably  to  his  pro- 
fessions, he  should  be  prepared  to  bury 
in  obrivion  all  that  had  passed  ;  but  so 
long  as  Catholic  exhibiiions  vere  excused 
and  patronised  by  Ihe  C.o»ernment  of 
Ireland  ;  so  long  as  Catholics  were  ap- 
pointed to  all  Ihe  officer  in  the  gift  of 
that  Government,   and  the  Conservativi 


Assistant 
done  their  Only, 
to  confer  thee 
Barristers;  solo 


icslly 


who   had 
ere  displ; 

ituations  on  Catholic 
,  he  repeated,  as  ihii 
icd  (which  up  to  the 
presort  hour  had  been  pursued),  it  was 
unnecessary  for  him  to  observe,  in  con- 
formity with  the  expression  so  ofren  used 
— that  the  power  behind  the  Throne  was 
greater  than  the  Throne  itself— there  was 
a  power  behind  the  Government  of  the 
noblo  Visrount  stronger  than  that  Govern- 
ment itself.  Wiiilst  this  syalem  was 
fulTercd  to  exist  he  would  treat  the  words 
of  the  noble  Viscount  as  (he  idle  wind  i 
but  when  the  noble  Viscount's  conduct 
and  that  of  ihe  Government  was  changed, 
he  would  be  willing  to  accord  to  the  prin- 
ciples wliich  the  noble  Viscount  avowed 
their  due  estimation. 
Subject  dropped. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 
Friday,  February  26,  1830. 


St.  Pancras  Paviso  Bill.]  Sir 
S.  Whnlley  moved  the  second  reading  of 
Ihe  St.  Pancras  Paving  Dill. 

Mr,  Tooke  rose  to  niove,  as  an  amend- 
ment, that  "  six  months"  be  substituted  for 
the  word  "  now."  The  Bill  pnrported  to 
hEive  Ihe  elTect  of  conaoUdaling  the 
Boards;  it  would  have  no  such  effect. 
On  the  contrary,  it  would  have  the  effect 
of  placing  ihe  Government  of  the  pariih, 
Bs  regarded  the  pavemenLi,  in  the  hands 
of  persons  who  were  oot  calculated,  either 
by  their  knowledge  or  property,  to  give 
confidence  to  the  parish.  The  persons 
who  urged  fonvard  this  Bill  had  promoted 
a  species  of  civil  war  among  tbetnselves; 
and  ihey  had  endeavoured  In  excite  the 
like  feeling  among  the  inhabitants  gene- 
rally. The  parties  bad  not  the  confidence 
pf  the  inbabitanls ;  oa  tbe  contrary,  oine- 


tenths  of  the  property  and  occupiers  of 
the  parish  were  decidedly  against  the 
Bill. 

Mr,  Hume  strongly  supported  the  Bill, 
and  expressed  his  astonishment  that  his 
hon.  Friend,  who  was  once  so  decided  a 
Reformer,  should  resist  this  Bill,  and  on 
grounds  that  used  to  be  adopted  by  all 
those  who  were  against  salutary  reforms, 
and  all  measures  calculated  toplace  in  the 
hands  of  the  people  the  management  of 
their  own  affairs.  As  to  the  statemenls 
that  had  been  made  against  the  Bill,  he 
must  take  the  liberty  of  saying  that  there 
was  scarcely  one  of  them  that  was  con- 
sistent with  the  truth.  It  would  be  salis- 
Taclory  to  know,  more  explicitly,  what 
became  of  the  money  that  was  raised. 
Owing  to  the.division  of  trusts,  there  were 
many  places  wholly  without  lights,  though 
though  they  were  paid  for;  what  became 
of  the  money?  At  present  there  were 
nineteen  trusts,  and,  of  course,  nineteen 
lawyers  and  nineteen  clerks  attendant 
thereupon,  and  1,100  Commissioners. 
Surely  benefit  and  saving  must  result  from 
the  consolidation  of  these  several  Boards, 
Sic.  As  (o  the  civil  war  that  had  been 
mentioned,  that  would  be  put  an  end  to  at 
the  next  election.  The  people  at  present 
had  no  control  over  the  Boards.  The 
expense  of  the  Boards  was  6,000/.;  one- 
fourth  would  be  suQicient.  He  hoped 
that  the  House  would  allow  the  Bill  to  be 
read  a  second  time;  in  the  Committee, 
any  matters  of  detail  that  were  deemed 
objectionable  could  be  corrected.  He 
most  cordially  seconded  thesecond  reading. 

Mr,  Wilis  contended  that  the  contem- 
plated change  would  be  attended  with 
flagrant  injustice,  and  referred  to  the 
failure  of  two  former  attempts  of  these 
parties  to  obtain  the  Bill  now  before  tbe 
House.  The  cost  of  those  experiments 
had  been  most  improperly  taken  by  the 
vestry  out  of  the  poor-rates.  He  was  sure 
Ihat  the  affairs  of  the  parish  could  not  be 
better  conducted  than  by  the  Boards  as  at 

B resent  constituted,  and  he  hoped  that  this 
ill  would  be  thrown  out  by  such  a  majo- 
rity as  to  deter  the  parties  promoting  U 
from  again  annoying  the  House  by  a  fresh 
application. 

Sir  S.  Whalley  said,  that  the  consolida- 
tion of  Ihe  Boards  must  necessarily  lead 
to  a  diminution  of  expense,  and  a  saving 
of  Ihe  parish  money.  While  the  measure 
would  give  the  people,  which  they  had  not 
at  present,  it  control  over  tbe»  9wa  t^n. 
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Th«  HooM  divided  on  the  Motion  for 

White,  S. 

Wood,  M. 

the    second  reading— Ayes    133:    Noes 

Williams,  W. 

Wroltesley,  8irJ. 

127;  Major«y6. 

Williams,  A. 

TELLtRB. 

Hume,  3. 

Lilt  of  the  Ana. 

WinniDgton,  H. 

Wha1ley,SirS. 

AglJonby,  H.  A. 
BaLl,N. 

Laogton,  W.  0. 
Leader,  J.  T. 

List  of 

he  NoEB. 

BB«b>tr,J. 

Lennox,  lard  G. 

Agnew,  Sir  A. 

Hogg,  J.  W. 

^nei,£. 

Lenro>,LordA. 

Alsager,  Captain 
Arbuthnot,  Hon.  H. 

Hope,  H. 

Banwrd,  E.G. 

Lister,  E.  C. 

Houldsworlh,  T, 

Beaoclerk,  Mtjoi 

Loch,  J. 

Archdall,  M. 

Hughes,  W.Hogha 

Belief,  n. 

Bagoi,  Hon.  W. 

Ingham,  R. 

Beneti,  J. 

Mackeniie,  J,  A.  S. 

Barclay,  D. 

Ingh.,  Sir  a. 

Bentinck,  Lord  (J. 

Maneles,  J. 
MarAall,  W. 

Bstclay,  C. 

IrtOD,  S. 

Biddulph,  &. 
BUh,!; 

Baring,  F. 

Kearsley,  H.  J. 

Baring,  T. 

Karriion,  Sir  E. 

BlackburDa,J.  [. 

Maule,  F. 

Beckett,  Sir  J. 

BodkiD,  J. 

Morriwn,J. 

Bell,  U. 

Knight,  H.G. 

Murray,Rt.Hon.J.A. 

Blackslone.  W.  S. 

Knightley,  Sir  C. 

Bon  ring,  Dt. 
Brady,  D.C. 

O'Coniiell,  D. 

Bonham,  F.  R. 

Uw,  Hon.  C.  E. 

O'Cornell,  J. 

Borthwick,  P. 

Uwson,  A. 

Bridgeman,  R, 
Broihsrton.J. 

O'Connell,  Maurice 

Lees,  J.  F. 

O'ConDell,  M.  J. 

Bramslon.T.  W. 

Lincoln,  Earl  of 

Buller,  C. 

O'Connell,  Morgan 

Brocklehursl,  J, 

Longfield,  R. 

Bullar,  Colonel 

O'Conor,  Don 

Bruce,  C. 

Lucas,  E. 

Callaghan.  D. 

Ord.W.lL 

Brudeneli,  Lord 

Lygon,  Colonel 

Campbell,  W. 

Ord,  W. 

Buller,  Sir  J. 

Mackinnon,T. 

CajlJy,  E. 

Oswald,  J. 

Burrcll.SirC. 

Mar»!and,T. 

Chalfflerl,  P. 

Parker,  J. 

Buxton,  T.  F. 

Maunselt,T.  F. 

Chichetter.J. 

ParrotI,  J. 

Calcraft,  J.  H. 

Mile»,  W. 

Childera,— 

Peobell,  Captain 

Campbell,  Sir  U.  P. 

Mosley,  Sir  0. 

CIht,  W. 
Codrington,  Sir  E. 

PendarTsi,  E. 

Chaplin,  T. 

Nicholl.J. 

Pliilipt,  G. 

Chapman,  A. 

Norreyi,  Lord 

Crawford,  W.  S. 

Poller,  R. 

Chisholm,  A. 

Packe,  C.  W. 

Pouher,  J.  S. 

Cle:k,  Sir  G. 

Palmer,  R. 

Curteis,  H.  B. 

Poynti,  W.  S. 
Prfce.SirR. 

CiLve,  Hon,  R. 

Fallen.  J.  W. 

Dillwyn,  L.  \V. 

Conolly,  Colonel 

Peel,  W. 

Difett,  E. 

Roche,  W. 

Coote,  Sir  C. 

Perceval,  Colonel 

Doocombe,  T. 

Roche,  D. 

Crawford,  W. 

PoUington,  Lord 

Donda^J. 

Hulhven,  E.  S. 

Crewe,  Sir  G. 

Powell,  Colonel  W 

Elplunitou,  H. 

liulhven,  E. 

Darner,  Hon.  G.D. 

PricB,  S. 

'ETaDt.G, 

Sanford.'E.  A. 

Dottin,  A.  R. 

Price,  R. 

Ewarl.  W. 

Schale&eld,  J- 

Dugdale,  W.  S. 

Piingle,  A. 

r^^if.'r. 

Senle,  Colonel 

Pusej,  P. 

Seymour,  Lord 

F-astnor,  Lord 

Rao,  Sir  W, 

FitMimon,  N. 

Sheil.  R.  L. 

Egerton,  W. 

Reid,SirJ.B. 
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Stanley,  E. 
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Ridley,  Sir  M. 

Oillon,  W.  D. 

Sieuarl,  Ri 

Ellcy,  SirJ. 
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Siewart.  P. 

Elwes,  J.  P. 

Rushbrooke,  R. 
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Strickland,  Sir  G. 

Kntwisle,  J. 

Russell,  C. 

Cray,  Sir  G. 

Strutt,  E. 

Fecior,  J.  M. 

Sandon,Lord 
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Talbot,  J. 

Feilden,  W. 

Scott,  Sir  E. 

Grote,  G. 

Tancred,  H.  W. 

Fielden,  J. 

Sibihorp,  Colonel 

Harland,  W.  C. . 

Thomson,  P.  B. 

Forbes,  W. 

Sinclair,  Sir  G. 

Harrey,  D.  W. 

Thompson,  W. 

FoTMter,  G.  C.  W. 

Smyth,  Sir  H. 

Hawe>.  B. 

TboinpsoD,  T.P. 

FVemantle.SirT. 
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Hawkio.,J.  H. 

Thomley.T. 

Gordon,  R, 

Somerael,  Lord  G. 

Hay,  Sir  A.  L. 

Goring,  H.  D. 

Stanley,  Lord 

Hiodley,  C. 

Tulk,  C.  A. 

GoolbuTn,Rt.Hon.H. 

Stanley,  E. 

Hodges,  T. 

Vivian,  J.  H. 

Graham,  Sir  J. 

Slorroont,  Viscount 

Hoakins,  K. 

Wakley,  T. 

Greene,  T.G. 

Surrey,  Earl  of 

HuropheTT,  J. 

Walker,  C. 

Halford,  H. 

Thomas,  H. 

Hutt,  W, 

Walker,  R 

Hardinge.SirH: 

Trench,  Sir  F. 

Jerrij,  J. 

Wallace,  R. 

Hardy,  J. 

TrfiTOr,  A. 

Kaa>p.T.E. 

Warbnrlon,  H. 

Hayes,  Sir  E. 

Trevor,  R. 

Lal»ud.ete,H. 

Ward,  H.  G.      . 

Henniker,  Lord 
Herb«n.  UoD.  S. 

Verner,  Colonel 

UmbUDfU. 

WUOD,  B. 

V«My,  UoD.  T. 

■oogle 


Vynao,  Sii 


Wjndhain,  W. 

Tfoong.J. 
WeyUnd,  R.  tellebs. 

WUbnham,  Hon.  R.      To6kt,  W. 
Wortler,  Hon.  J.  Wjikt,  J. 
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if^ir  R.  WjndhuDi  W.  the  support  of  the  chifdren  of  ber  husband. 

"  "  ••  •  She  wu,  however,  shortly  afienrards  taken 

Dp  again  on  a  warrant  si^ed  by  the  sarao 
cinque  port  Magistrate,  and  brought  before 
the   Bench  at  Seaford,  where  tbe  Mt^ii- 
Bill  lead  a  lecood  time.  trates  decided  as  before  that  her  hnsband 

beinecivilly  dead  she  was  MBble,as  a  widow, 
for  the  maintenance  of  ber  children ;  and 
in  this  opinion  they  were  backed  by  the 
authority  of  the  Poor-law  CommisaioDera 
who  considered  that  her  husband  being 
transported  for  seven  years,  the  wife  had 
lost  her  privilege  of  coverlure,  and  that, 
unless  she  went  into  the  workhouse  to  assist 
in  supporting  her  children,  or  would  take 
them  away,  she  was  liable  to  be  convicted 
and  punished  as  a  vagrant.  He  begged 
to  observe,  that  the  Vagrant  Act  required 
that  depositions  shoald  be  made  as  to  the 
ability  of  the  petitioner  to  maintain  her 
children,  which  in  this  case  had  not  been 
done ;  and  moreover,  this  woman  was 
deprived  of  her  husband,  who  went  to  sea 
against  his  consent,  and  the  parish  took 
the  children  into  the  workhouse,  leaving 
the  mother  to  provide  for  herself,  which 
she  was  ready  and  willing  to  do.  It  was 
also  to  be  observed,  that  the  law  not 
permitting  her  to  many  again,  deprived 
her  of  the  advantage  of  a  second  hnsband, 
who  might  be  found  to  provide  for  the 
children ;  and  hence  the  danger  of  an 
immoral  act  being  committed,  which  in 
hit  opinion  the  slate  of  the  law  actaallj 
promotes.  He,  therefore,  called  on  the 
non.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Wigton, 
to  support  the  petition  of  this  woman,  and 
thereby  prevent  the  necessity  of  her  seek- 
ing a  temporary  companion  [loud  and 
continued  lavghter]  who  would  undertake 
ihe  care  of  her  till  the  return  of  her  real 
husband  from  New  South  Wales.  And 
here  was  the  anomaly  in  the  law ;  for  the 
Board  of  Poor-law  Commissioners  and  the 
Magistrates  of  Seaford,  declared  that  the 
absence  of  the  transported  husband  for 
seven  years,  renders  the  wife  liable,  as  a 
widow,  to  the  support  of  the  children  of 
her  husband,  and  yet  this  woman  cannot 
marry.  That  was  having  one  law  for  the 
Poor-law  Board,  and  another  for  the 
Ecclesiastical  Court.  He  (Captain  Pechell) 
bad  given  this  Petition  some  attention, 
and  he  had  reason  to  believe  no  cue 
could  be  quoted  where  a  decision  in  point 
had  been  come  to.  If  he  was  wroii)[ 
some  learned  Genilemati  would  correct 
him ;  but  believing  that  no  case  could  be 
cited,  b«  thoogbt  tfatt  tbn  wonui,  wbo 


Poos  Laws — Jani  Ciiampiox'sCase.] 
Captain  Pechell,  \a  presenting  the 
Petition  of  which  he  had  given  notice, 
claimed  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  as 
the  case  was  one  that  deserved  the  most 
aerious  consideration,  being  from  an  un- 
fortunate woman,  named  Jane  Champion, 
who  had  been  committed  to  prison  by  the 
Magistrates  of  Seaford  for  not  supporting 
the  children  of  her  husband  who  had  been 
transported  for  seven  years,  leaving  his 
wife  unable  to  provide  for  them.  The 
Magistrates  held  that  as  her  husband  was 
civilly  dead,  she  stood  in  the  position  of  a 
widow,  and  was  liable  to  support  her 
family.  In  so  peculiarly  novel  snd  dis- 
treising  a  case,  he  begged  at  once  to  state 
that  he  by  no  means  intended  to  cast  ceu- 
■nre  on  the  Mngistratcs  (who  were  not 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Sussex,  but  Matfistralei  of  a  cinque  port) 
who,  he  believed,  had  acted  to  (he  best  of 
their  judgment,  and  as  the  law  wns  laid 
down  to  them.  He  mutt  also  express  his 
approbation  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
case  had  been  gone  into  when  he  laid  it 
before  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
Board  of  Poor-law  Commissioners,  who 
were  complained  of  in  the  petition.  The 
petitioner,  Jane  Champion,  was  living 
with  her  husband  at  Seaford  when  he  was 
convicted  of  receiving  stolen  goods  and 
aentenced  to  seven  years'  traosporlation, 
leaving  bis  wife  and  six  young  children 
totally  unprovided  for.  The  parish,  con- 
aequently,  gave  (he  necessary  allowance, 
which,  however,  was  discontinued  on  the 
Poor-law  Amendment  Bill  coming  into 
operation,  and  the  six  children  were  taken 
into  the  workhouse.  The  mother  went  to 
Brighton,  where  she  was  obtaining  a  bare 
auMistence  for  herself,  when  she  was  taken 
up  on  a  warrant,  signed  by  Ihe  Rev.  J. 
Carnegie,  a  Magistrate  at  Seaford,  as  an 
idle  and  disorderly  person,  and  was  ordered 
into  the  workhouse,  on  refusing  to  enter 
which,  she  was  committed  under  the 
Vagrant  Act  to  the  House  of  Correction 
for  twenty-one  days.  Her  period  of 
pnnishment  having  expired  the  returned 
to  Brighton,  there  again  to  sustain  herself, 
but  ttill  nuable  to  ao  vaj  tiling  tov«rd« 
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could  neither  bug  nor  be  sued,  nor  obuiti 
Kdress  at  law,  for  the  suffering  she  had 
endured,  and  was  still  likely  to  endure, 
was  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  nice 
point  of  law,  under  the  severe  luterpre- 
tatjon  of  which  she  bad  been  punished. 
He  had  been  told  in  that  House,  that  tbe 
Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer  was 
more  liLely  to  form  a  correct  opinion  on  a 
point  of  Jaw  than  a  Captain  in  the  Royal 
Navy;  but  he  replied  then  as  he  main- 
tained now,  that  on  principles  of  justice 
and  equity,  he  considered  that  a  Captain 
in  the  Nary  could  give  as  correct  and 
honest  an  opinion  as  any  lawyer,  and  he 
confidently  appealed  lo  the  law-officeri 
of  the  Crown  to  declare  the  real  stale  of 
the  law  as  regarded  the  unfortunate  peti- 
tioner. The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
read  (he  prayer  of  the  petition,  which  en- 
treated the  House  to  give  such  directions 
(o  the  Poor-law  Cora  tnt^si oners,  or  to  the 
Magistrates  acting  uader  them,  as  would 
prevent  ber  from  being  [again  incarcerated 
in  the  House  of  Correction;  and  in  moving 
that  the  petition  be  brought  up,  he  begged 
to  reroind  the  House,  that  Mr.  Justice 
Lawrence  had  laid  it  down,  in  a  case  of 
man  and  wife,  that  the  wife  was  not  an- 
swerable for  the  husband's  breach  of  duty, 
and  that  though  morally  liable,  yet  in  law 
she  could  not  be  said  to  be  guilty.  He, 
therefore,  trusted  that  the  Government 
would  give  the  petition  that  consideration 
which  he  believed  they  were  always  ready 
to  afford  in  inch  cases. 

Mr,  Fox  Maule  said,  that  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  case  which  the  hon.  and 
ealtafat  Officer  had  brought  before  the 
House  was  one  which  it  would  have  been 
much  more  expedient  to  have  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  that  department  of 
the  Government  to  which  he  (Mr.  Fox 
Manle)  belonged;  for  although  he  was 
one  of  those  who  would  never  interpose  to 
prevent  an  appeal  to  that  House,  where 
wrong  had  been  endured,  or  injustice  in- 
flicted, he,  at  all  times,  'thought  it  tended 
much  to  the  establishment  of  a  very  in- 
convenient as  well  as  dangerous  precedent, 
that  the  time  of  the  House  should  be 
taken  up,  when  there  was  another  tribu- 
nal to  which  the  party  complaining  might 
appeal.  He  believed  that  the  whole  of 
the  difficulty  in  the  case  had  arisen  out  of 
an  error  in  the  first  order  issued  by  the 
Hagistretes.  In  that  order,  instead  of 
"  Hn.  Champion  and  children,"  the  word 
"  nod"  vu  accidently  omitted,  and  thus 
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the  children  only  were  admitted  to  the 
poor-house.  But  without  endeavouring  to 
enter  into  the  paTliculars  of  the  case  at 
that  moment,  he  would  merely  assure  the 
gallant  Officer  that  if  he  Would  put  the 
petition  in  his  hands,  he  would  take  every 
step  to  have  the  matter  fully  inquired  into, 
and  would  take  care  that  all  the  pro- 
lection  of  the  law  should  be  extended  to 
the  petitioner. 

Major  Beauclerk  thought  that  the  time 
of  the  Honsewas  never  lost  in  inquiring 
into  cases  where  the  Liberty  of  the  subject 
had  been  trespassed  upon.  He  certainly 
could  not  help  regarding  the  Poor-laws 
Amendment  Act,  in  its  present  shape,  as 
a  most  atrocious  law,  and  one  which 
called  loudly  upon  the  Legislature  for 
amelioration  and  improvement.  In  the 
present  case,  it  appeared  that  the  husband 
was  transported  for  seven  years.  That 
was  no  fault  in  the  wife.  Yet,  under  this 
Act,  tiie  Magistrates,  it  would  seem,  had 
it  in  their  power  to  punish  the  wife  for  the 
crime  of  the  husband.  This  might  be 
law,  but  it  was  not  justice.  He  ihoughllhat 
the  Poor-law  Conimissioners,  when  they 
fonnd  the  law  operating  in  this  obviously 
unjust  manner,  ought  to  come  forward 
themselves  to  suggest  improvements.  It 
ought  to  be  the  wish  and  endeavour  of  all 
parties  to  make  this  new  law  operate  use- 
fully and  benehciaily,  instead  of  harshly 
and  oppressively. 

Mr.  Curleia  hoped  and  trusted,  that 
Government  would  immediately  take  the 
matter  into  their  consideration.  It  was 
the  bounden  duty  of  Ministers  not  to  lose 
a  single  hour  in  obtaining  the  highest 
legal  opinion,  as  to  whether  the  Poor-law 
Commissioners  were  right  or  wrong  in  the 
committal  of  this  poor  woman  as  an  idle 
and  disorderly  person.  It  would  be  most 
satisfactory  to  him,  as  a  country  gentle- 
man, not  having  had  the  bene^t  of  a  legal 
education,  to  know  what  was  the  opinion 
of  the  law-officers  of  the  Crown  upon  the 

Captain  Peckell  would  rest  perfectly 
satisfied  under  the  assurance  that  the  sut>- 
ject  should  be  taken  into  the  immediate 
consideration  of  the  Government,  and  that 
the  opinions  of  the  1  a w-oflScers  should  be 
taken  upon  it. 

Petition  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Oranoe  Societies.]  Mr.  Benrg 
Maxwell:  I  am  directed  by  his  royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Cuoiberland,  to 
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■tate  that  io  coniequeDce  of  bis  Majesty's 
wish  expressed  in  answer  to  the  Aadreas 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  his  ro^sl 
Highness  has  taken  steps,  in  concert  with 
all  the  leadiog  members  of  the  Orange 
Society  now  in  London,  to  recommend  to 
them  tne  dissolution  of  that  Society.  And 
I  am  further  directed  by  his  royal  High- 
ness to  state  that  it  is  his  intention  imme- 
diately to  take  steps  for  the  dtssalulian  of 
tha  Orange  Society  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  colon  tea. 

Lord  John  Russell:  I  also  must  state 
to  (he  House,  thnt  I  had  this  morning  the 
honour  to  transmit  to  his  royal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  a  copy  of  the 
TOtei  of  this  House,  containing  the  Ad- 
dress of  the  Commons  to  his  Majesty  on 
the  subject  of  Orang-e-lodges,  and  also 
the  gracious  answer  of  his  Majesty  to  that 
Address,  and  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
receive  from  his  Royal  Highness  the 
following  reply : 


e  resolutionii  of  the  Mouse  of  Commons 
conlaininf^  an  address  on  the  subject  of  Orange 
lodges,  and  other  similar  socieiies,  together 
with  his  Majesty's  niosl  gracious  answer. 
Before  I  had  received  vour  Iiordship's  com- 
muuicBlion  I  had  already  (aken  steps,  in  con- 
junction with  seTcraL  official  and  distinguished 
members  of  the  Loyal  Orange  Inititulion  in 
Ireland,  to  recommend  its  immediate  dissolu- 
tion, in  conformity  with  the  loya)  principles  of 
that  institution.  I  have  only  to  add  I  shall 
take  immediate  steps  to  dissolve  the  Loyal 
Orange  Institution  in  Great  Britaiu. 
"  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  yours  sincerely, 
"  Ernest." 
"To  the  right  hon.  Lord  John  Russell." 

Timber  DutiesT]  On  the  Question 
that  the  House  resolve  itself  Into  a  Com- 
mittee of  Supply, 

Mr.  Alderman  TAoin;ison  wished  to  take 
(hat  opportunity  of  correcting  several  state- 
ments which  had  been  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr,  P.  Thomson)  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  with 
respect  to  what  he  had  stated  at  a  public 
meeting  upon  the  subject  of  the  Timber 
Duties.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
stated  daring  bis  absence,  that  he  should 
have  wished  to  put  a  question  to  him  bad 
he  been  present — namely,  whether  a  re- 
port he  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  had  read  in  the  newspapers  of  a 
Speech  which  be  (Mr,  Alderman  Thomp- 
■od)  woa  luppoied  to  have  made  at  a 


meeting  of  the  Ship  Owners'  Society  o^ 
London  were  correct  or  not;    it  beings 
stated  in  that  speech  that  he  (Mr.  Alder- 
man Thompson)  had  charged    the  right 
hon.    Gentleman    with   the  intention    of 
surreptitiously  passing  the  Bill  through 
the  House  for  the  purpose  of  changing 
the  duties   on   timt«r.    What  he   (Mr, 
Alderman  Thompson)  stated  on  that  point 
was  this: — that  the  shipping  interest,  the 
colonial  interest,  and  the  otherintereats  of 
the  country  connected  with   the   timber 
trade,  were  placed  in  a  most  disadvaa- 
tageous    position   from  the  circumstance 
of  a  noble    Lord,   the   President  of  the 
Council,  having  slated  in  another  place, 
that  it  was  not  at  present  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  propose  any  alteratioa 
in  the  timber- duties,  whilst  his  right  boo. 
Friend  (Mr.  Poulett  Thomson)  stated  on 
the  same  evening  in  that   House,    that 
it    was    the  intention    of    the    Govern- 
ment to  make   certain   changes  in    the 
duties,  which  at  the  proper  time  it  would 
be  his  duty  officially  to  announce.    Novr, 
what  he  (Mr.  Alderman  Thompson)  stated 
was     this,      that      he      considered     the 
practice   which  of  late  years   had  been 
adopted,   of  introducing  measures   at  a 
late  period  of  the  Session  greatly  affecting 
the  commercial  interests  of  the  country, 
as  regarded  the  reduction  or  alteration  of 
duties  on  articles  of  merchandize — a  very 
dangerous  and  unwise  practice.     And  be 
further  stated,  that  if  such  a  practice  were 
adopted  with  regard  to  the  timber-duties, 
he  thought  it  would  not  be  a  fair  course 
of  proceeding  towards  those  great  and  im- 
portant interests  which  were  concerned  in 
the  timber   trade.     But   he   begged  dis- 
tinctly to  state,  that  he  never  said,  nor  ever 
intended  to  say,  anything  that  could  b^ 
possibility  give  pain  (o  the  feelings  of  hts 
right  hon.  Friend,  for  whom,  in  spite  (rf 
some  strong  political  differences,  he  bad  a 
very  sincere  personal  regard. 

Mr.  Poutett  Thomson  was  glad  to  hear 
from  his  hon.  Friend,  that  he  bad  not,  al 
the  meeting  referred  to,  made  use  of  any 
language  calculated  to  impair  that  frieaif- 
ship  which  he' was  proud  existed  between 
them.  His  hon.  Friend  being  now  pre- 
sent, he  would  shortly  restate  what  hehad 
stated  last  evening,  namely,  that  there 
was  no  discrepancy  whatever  between 
what  had  been  stated  by  his  noble  Friend 
in  another  place,  and  what  he  bimselfhad 
staled  in  his  place  in  that  House — that  it 
wai  not  the  utentioa  of  OovernmeDt  (a 
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iDtroduce  aay  measure  on  Ihe  subject  of 
these  duties  at  so  early  a  period  of  the 

Session.  Any  Bill  upon  the  subject  must 
be  founded  upon  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  the  Report  of  the  Commiltee 
it  would  be  impossible  to  act  upon  until 
1837.  He  could  assure  his  hon.  Friend, 
that  whenever  the  Bill-  nss  prepared, 
ample  tinae  should  be  given  for  consider- 
ing it  in  the  House. 

Malt-Tax.]  Mr.  Wodekouse  rose, 
pursuant  to  notice,  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tha  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer what  information  he  bad  to  give 
to  the  House  respecting  the  memorials 
that  were  submitted  to  the  Treasury  in 
the  course  of  last  year  from  the  maltsters 
of  England  and  Wales;  first,  concerning 
the  injury  sustained  by  them  from  the 
alteration  in  the  allowance  of  seventeen 
and  a  half  per  cent,  in  lieu  of  twenty  pei 
cent,  under  the  operation  of  [lie  Act  of 
11  George  4lh,  referred  to  in  tlie  15th 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Excise 
Inquiry,  page  21,  appendix  No.  44,  No. 
49  ;  and  also  with  respect  to  the  prevalence 
of  illicit  malting  in  Ireland,  referred  to  in 
the  same  Report,  page  55. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated, 
that  on  receiving  the  memorials  to  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  referred,  he  felt  it  to 
be  his  duty  at  once  to  direct  an  invest!' 
gation  into  the  facts  of  the  allegationi 
contained  in  them.  Up  to  the  year  1630, 
he  found  tbat  the  duty  on  malt  was  liabli 
to  an  allowance  or  reduction  of  twenty 
per  cent,  but  while  this  allowance  was 
made  on  the  one  hand,  the  maltsters  on 
the  other  were  subject  to  very  severe  and 
very  inconvenient  excise  restrictions.  I) 
the  year  1830,  the  maltsters  themselve 
proposed  that  if  Government  would  relievi 
them  from  those  severe  restrictions,  that 
the  allowance  of  twenty  per  cent  should 
be  reduced  Co  seventeen  and  a-half  per 
cent;  and  in  consequence  an  arrangement, 
based  upon  these  conditions,  was  carried 
into  effect.  He  should  be  prepared  on 
any  future  occasion,  when  it  might  be 
more  convenient  to  the  House,  to  state 
what  the  reaaons  were  which  induced  him 
to  think  that's  compliance  with  the  re- 
quest set  forth  in  the  memorial  would  not 
be  expedient;  but  it  was  right  that  he 
should  lose  no  time  in  stating  that  the 
effect  of  the  request  contained  in  the  me- 
morial, if  it  were  conceded,  would  be  to 
.afford  a  reduction  in  the  tax  of  no  more 


than  one  penny  a  bushel,  a  reduction  af- 
fording little  or  no  benefit  to  individuals, 
whilst  the  effect  of  it  on  the  revenue  would 
be  to  cause  a  reduction  of  not  less  than 
164,000/.  &  year.  With  respect  to  the 
second  part  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  ques- 
tion, namely,  the  prevalence  of  illicit  malt- 
ing in  Ireland,  he  could  only  stale  that  the 
best  attention  of  the  Government  was  di- 
rected to  the  subject,  and  that  if  the 
present  force  in  that  country  were  not 
found  sufiicieni  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
practice,  a  Bill  would  be  brought  into 
Parliameot  for  the  purpose  of  arming  the 
Government  with  ;idditiooal  powers. 

Poole  Borvuoh.]  Mr.  J.  Blackbnrne 
moved  that  the  adjourned  debate  on  the 
borough  of  Poole  be  resumed. 

Lord  John  Russell  said,  if  It  were  the 
disposition  of  the  House  that  the  debate 
which  was  interrupted  at  four  o'clock  this 
morning  should  be  resumed,  he  should  be 
quite  ready  to  acquiesce. 

Mr,  Maclean  said,  that  as  the  Order  of 
the  Day  for  the  House  resolving  itself  into 
a  Committee  had  been  moved,  he  should 
certainly  persevere  in  bringing  forward  his 
motion  on  the  subject  of  Spain. 

Mr.  Thomas  Duncombe  said,  if  the 
House  had  the  power  of  deciding  which 
motion  should  have  precedence,  he  should 
vote  for  the  continuation  of  the  debate 
which  was  adjourned  at  four  o'clock  this 
morning  upon  the  distinct  understanding 
that  it  ithould  be  resumed  again  at  6ve 
o'clock  this  day.  If  the  hon,  and  learned 
Member's  motion  on  Foreign  Affairs 
should  in  consequence  be  further  post- 
poned, he  must  blame  hon.  Members  on 
the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House;  he  must 
blame  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, the  Mem- 
ber for  Montgomeryshire  (Mr.  C.  Wynn), 
and  his  friends,  for  their  frivolous  and 
vexatious  opposition  at  four  o'clock  this 
morning.  If  those  Gentlemen  were  so 
exceedingly  fond  of  divisions,  he  would 
favour  thera  with  one  upon  this  occasion, 
for  he  would  certainly  divide  the  House 
on  the  question  which  motion  should  have 
precedence. 

Mr.  Hawes  said,  that  no  one  assertion 
was  more  often  made  use  of  by  Gentlemen 
opposite,  against  proceeding  farther  with 
the  debate  at  four  o'clock  this  morning, 
than  that  the  question  at  issue  was  a 
great  constitutional  question.  Now  he 
apprehended,  if  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
were  aincere  in  that  declaration,  Utaj 
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ought  Dot  fur   one    moment    to  hesitate 

S'ring  precedence  to  the  hoa.  and  learned 
ember  for  Huddenfield. 

Mr.  WUliams  Wynn  must,  in  the  &ret 
place,  tell  the  hon,  Member  for  Finibury 
that  it  wai  not  his  motion  that  adjourned 
the  debate.  He  did  not  make  any  mo- 
tion. He  did  unqucBlionably  support  (he 
adjournment.  But  be  supporled  it  from 
the  spirit  which  he  saw  maniTesled  on  the 
Ministerial  side,  to  press  a  question  which 
appeared  to  him  to  be  establishing  a  moat 
duneerouE  precedent,  and  calculated  to 
leaa  lo  the  most  tyrannical  and  oppressive 
proceedings  on  the  part  of  a  predominant 
party  in  that  House — whether  Whig  or 
Tory;  and  because  he  believed  that  the 
consequences  of  ilie  motion  made  last 
night  would  be  more  fatal  ihun  any  he 
had  ever  known  brougiit  forward.  He 
was  told,  that  as  it  was  a  grejt  constitu- 
tional question  he  ought  to  be  anxious 
that  it  should  be  brought  forward  in  pie- 
ference  to  anything  else.  He  admitted  it 
to  be  a  great  constitutional  question  ;  but 
that  was  no  reason  why  he  should  be 
anxious  it  should  be  brought  forward  he- 
fore  any  other  proceeding,  when  he  resisted 
it  as  a  most  dangerous  motion,  and  one 
which  ought  not  to  be  brought  forward  at 
all.  The  motion  before  the  House  was, 
that  the  Order  of  the  Day  be  read  for  the 
House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  Commitlce 
of  Supply.  That  motion  must  be  dis- 
posed of  before  the  House  could  proceed 
further. 

Lord  JoJm  RmkH  said,  he  had  been 
misunderstood.  He  moved  the  Otder  of 
the  Day  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee,  that  being  the  usual 
course ;  but  when  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Huddersficld  (Mr.Blaclcburne) 
moved  the  resumption  of  the  debate  on 
the  Poole  case,  he  had  expressed  a  wish 
lo  give  way.  AVhat  the  rieht  hon.  Gen> 
tieman  haa  Just  said  relating  to  the  im- 
portance of  tbe  question,  rat iier convinced 
bim  (Lord  John  Russell)  the  more,  that 
tbe  House  bad  better  come  to  a  decision 
upon  that  question  &rst,  while  tbe  House 
was  well  attended.  He  therefore  asked  leave 
to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  WUliamt  IFiriin  apprehended,  that 
a  motion  having  been  once  put  it  could 
not  be  withdrawn  without  every  single 
Member  agreeing  to  it. 

It  was  finally  settled  that  tbe  hon. 
Member  for  Oxford  shoold  go  on  with 
bit  notion  nUtive  to  tbe  »Si\n  of  Spiin. 


Affaius  of  Spain.]  Mr.  Mactean 
said,  that  as  his  motion  was  fixed  to  come 
on  upon  the  question  of  going  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  upon  that  question  be- 
ing put,  it  would  have  been  most  incon- 
venient to  postpone  it,  and  he  might  have 
lost  the  opportunity  ever  to  bring  it  for- 
ward. He  was  deeply  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  the  question  be  was 
about  lo  submit  to  the  House;  so  much 
BO,  indeed,  that  he  should  imagine  a 
stranger,  coming  down  to  the  House, 
would  be  astonished  to  find  any  hesitation 
as  to  which  should  be  first  considered,— 
this  question,  or  one  respecting  the  cor- 
poration of  Poole.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  give  him  credit  for  sincerity,  when 
he  slated  that  no  one  could  be  more  sensi- 
ble of  his  want  of  ability  to  do  justice  to 
this  great  question  thao  the  individual 
who  was  then  addressing  thera  ;  but  when 
he  found  that  the  course  oF  policy  which 
had  been  pursued  on  that  question  by  his 
Majesty's  Government  was  one  which,  in 
his  opinion,  ought  carefully  lo  have  been 
avoided,  contravening,  as  it  did,  all  former 
policy  observed  by  this  country  with  re* 
gard  to  any  interference  with  foreign 
nations;  when  he  found  that  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  had  taken  a  course  not  warranted 
by  any  precedent  in  the  history  of  this 
country ;  when  he  found  that  the  con- 
sequences of  the  struggle  now  going  on 
in  the  northern  provinces  of  Spain, 
were  likely  to  implicate  the  honour 
of  this  country,  he  did  hope  that  the 
House  would  think  this  was  a  question 
that  immediately  called  for  their  atten- 
tion. Gut,  without  insisting  further 
on  the  importance  of  the  subject,  he  could 
not  avoid,  before  ttatiog  his  own  views, 
adverting  to  what  passed  on  a  former 
occasion — he  meant  the  debate  which  took 
place  on  the  motion  of  his  noble  Friend 
the  Member  for  Hertford  (Lord  Mahon), 
during  the  last  Session  ;  and  he  alluded 
to  that  debate  because  in  it  he  found  that 
the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  did  develope  lo  the  House 
the  reasons  for  ihe  policy  pursued  by  him, 
and  did  stale  the  ai^umenls  which  he 
thought  most  proper  to  defend  Ihe  course 
which  the  Government  had  pursued.  The 
noble  Lord  stated  upon  that  occasion  to 
the  House,  that  the  force  which  was  about 
to  be  levied  and  sent  out  of  this  country, 
by  the  suspension  of  the  Foreign  En- 
liitiueat  Bill,  throu^  the  dinct  iatei* 
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Terence  of  the  Crown  of  this  kingdom, 
and  through  the  medium  of  an  order  in 
conncil,  nai  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
down  an  insurrection,  conslEling  of  11,000 
or  12,000  personR  only,  in  one  of  the  le- 
moteand  obscure  provinces  in  the  noTlhern 
part  of  Spain.  Now,  if  it  was  true  that 
those  troops  were  levied  for  the  purpose  of 
puttinv  down  an  insurrection  consisting 
merely  of  that  numerical  force,  he  would 
ask  the  noble  Lord  what  could  have  then 
been  the  vigour  or  power  of  the  Spanish 
Monarchy,  which  called  upon  this  country 
to  do  that  which  we  had  abstained  from 
doing  ever  since  the  year  1688,  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  down  an  insurrection 
of  11,000  or  13,000  men,  in  an  obscure 
province  of  the  Peninsula?  What,  too, 
had  been  the  result  of  our  inlerference  ? 
Either  the  communication  of  the  noble 
Lord  was  correct,  or  it  was  not.  If  it  was 
correct  that  the  insurrection  included 
only  11,000  or  12,000  persons,  and 
was  conGned  to  one  obscure  province 
how  would  the  noble  Lord  account  for 
that  insunection  not  having  been  sup- 
pressed by  Spain  herself,  and  having 
now  attained  such  accession  and  vigour 
as  to  be  able  to  defy  all  the  energy 
of  the  Spanish  OoTeromeot  in  combina- 
tion with  the  troops  sent  out  from 
this  country?  From  the  official  returns 
it  appeared  that  the  force  of  Don 
Carlos  had  been  greatly  underrated.  At 
the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  troops  of 
Don  Carlos  amounted  to  very  nearly 
60,000jndividuals.  So  that  between  the 
period  when  these  troops  went  out — be- 
tween the  period  when  the  noble  Lord 
spoke  oil  this  subject — bet^en  the  period 
when  General  Evans  landed  at  Bllboa,  up 
(o  the  beginning  of  1 836,  a  space  of  Rve 
months,  the  rebellion  in  those  provinces 
had  increased  from  11,000  or  12,000  men 
to  (nccording  to  the  official  returns) 
57,000  men,  and  the  insurrection  had  ex- 
tended itself  from  Biscay  to  Navarre,  Gui- 
pnscoa,  Aragon,  and  Catalonia,  Thus  it 
appeared  that  the  troops  that  had  been 
sent  out  were  insufficient  to  peiform  the 
work  required  of  them  ;  and  the  work 
which  they  had  done  had  not,  he  believed, 
been  such  as  was  eipected  bv  the  noble 
Ixird;  fur  they  had  utterly  failed  in  their 
undertaking.  Now  the  noble  Lord  on  that 
occasion  acknowledged  that  he  was  follow- 
ing no  precedent ;  that  he  had,  in  the  pro- 
digality of  his  sttength,  thrown  over  all 
rule  which  bad  hitherto  guided  the  states- 
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men  of  this  country.  But  he  would  refer 
at  on^e  to  the  ipsissima  verba  of  the  noble 
Lord.  His  noble  Friend  (Lord  Mahon) 
had  said  that  there  was  no  precedent  for 
the  course  pursued.  The  noble  Lord,  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  then 
said,  "  He  would  not  dispute  with  the 
noble  Lord  as  to  that  point;  he  wished 
to  found  the  conduct  which  the  British 
Government  should  pursne  upon  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  and  upon  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  time.'  If  that  Government 
were  wrong  in  what  they  had  done,  twenty 
precedents  in  their  favour  would  not  make 
that  case  of  wrong  a  case  of  right ;  if  they 
were  right,  as  he  contended  they  were,  it 
was  perfectly  indltferent  whether  they  had 
been  following  a  precedent  in  the  course 
which  they  had  taken,  or  boldly  establish* 
ing  a  precedent  for  themselves  and  for 
others,  \a  time  to  come,  satisfied  that,  when 
similar  contingencies  arose,  their  example 
would  be  folloned  if  they  had  been  right, 
and  avoided  if  they  had  been  wrong.  He 
therefore  maintained  that  that  case  was  not 
one  of  precedent,  bat  a  case  of  acting 
right  or  wrong."*  He  must  hold  that  the 
reasoning  of  the  noble  Lord  did  not  pre- 
sent much  novelty,  for  every  question  must 
be  B  question  of  right  or  wrong,  and  most 
be  tested,  not  by  its  success— he  believed 
the  noble  Lord  would  not  say  that  that 
was  the  best  test  of  the  soundness  of  mo- 
dem policy — but  by  its  wisdom.  But 
when  the  noble  Lord  threw  over  all  prece* 
dent,  and  chose  to  establish  a  precedent 
of  his  own,  stating  that  he  would  not  fol- 
low precedent,  because  the  case  was  either 
right  or  wrong,  he  (Mr,  Maclean)  could 
only  suggest  one  ground  by  which  thia 
measure  could  be  tested — namely,  by  its 
success  or  failure.  An  hon.  Gentleman, 
however,  who  followed  in  that  debate,  and 
who  supported  the  noble  Lord,  did  not 
think  tlie  case  so  strong  as  to  avoid  some 
allusion  being  made  to  the  course  which 
had  been  formerly  pursued  in  similar  cases. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Mary-le-bone  (Mr. 
H,  Bubver)  stated,  that  in  the  time  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  there  was  a  precedent 
for  the  course  which  the  noble  Lord  had 
pursued.  But  the  case  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth was  perfectly  distinct  from  this.  She 
sent  troops,  she  lent  money,  she  guaran- 
teed the  payment  of  a  certain  sum  to  the 
Dutch  ^ihe  Dutch  having  previously  of< 
Cered  her  the    throne,  which    she  gener- 
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ously  declined),  in  older  to  oppose  the 
intTiguei  of  Doo  John  of  Austria  in  the 
NetherlaDds,  who  was  intriguing  for  a 
marriage  with  the  Queen  of  Scoig,  that 
threatened  the  subversion  of  Elizabeth's 
own  Government.  It  was,  therefore,  time 
for  ber  to  interfere,  and  which  she  did 
with  sagacity  and  with  policy  in  the  af- 
fairs  of  the  Netherlands.  Hume  described 
her  conduct  in  the  following  words  : — 
"Tliii  Princess,  though  magnanimous, 
had  never  entertained  the  ambition  of 
making  conquests,  or  gaining  new  acqui- 
sitions  ;  and  the  whole  purpose  of  her  vU 
gilantand  aciive  politics  was  to  maintain, 
by  the  most  frugal  and  cautious  expe- 
dients, the  tranquillity  of  her  own  domi- 
nions. An  open  war  with  the  Spanish 
monarchy  was  the  apparent  consequence 
-of  her  accepting  tlie  dominion  of  these 
provinces,  and  after  taking  the  inhabit- 
ants under  her  protection,  she  could  never 
af^ernaids,  in  honour,  abandon  them,  but, 
boirever  desperate  their  defence  might  be- 
come, she  must  embrace  it,  even  further 
than  her  convenience  or  interests  would 
permit,  Don  John,  of  Austria,  endowed 
with  a  lofty  genius,  had  opened  bis  mind 
to  vast  undertakings;  and  looking  much 
beyond  the  conquest  of  the  revolted  pro- 
vinces, had  projected  to  espouse  the  Queen 
of  Scots,  and  to  acquire,  in  her  right,  the 
dominion  of  the  British  kingdoms.  Eliza- 
beth, aware  of  his  intentions,  and  seeing 
now,  from  a  union  of  all  the  provinces,  a 
fair  prospect  of  their  making  a  long  and 
vigorous  defence  against  Spain,  no  longer 
scrupled  to  embrace  the  protection  of  theit 
liberties,  which  seemed  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  her  own  safety.  After  send- 
tliem     a  supply   of    money,    about 
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troops,  she  concluded  a  treaty  with  tiiei 
in  which  she  stipulated  to  assist  them 
with  5,000  foot  and  1,000  horse,  at  the 
charge  of  the  Flemings ;  and  to  lend  them 
100,000^,  on  receiving  the  bonds  of  some 
of  the  most  coiisidernble  towns  of  the 
Netherlands  for  her  repayment  wilhin  a 
year.  It  was  further  agreed,  that  the 
commander  of  the  English  army  should  be 
admitted  into  the  Council  of  the  States, 
and  nothing  be  determined  concerning 
war  or  peace  without  previously  informing 
the  Queen  or  him  of  it ;  tliat  they  should 
enter  into  no  league  without  her  consent ; 
that  if  any  discord  arose  among  them- 
selves it  should  be  referred  to  ber  arbitra- 
tion ;  and  that  if  any  prince,  on  any  pre- 
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text,  should  attempt  hostilities  against  her, 
they  should  send  to  her   assistance     an 
army  equal  to  that  which  she  bad   em- 
ployed in  their  defence.   This  alliance  was 
signed  7th  of  January,   157S."     It    ivas 
upon   that  ground  alone  that  the    policy 
pursued    by  Queen  Elizabeth  was    to    be 
justified— upon  that  ground  alone  sbe  bad 
acted,  and  was  not  tempted  by  even    tfae 
splendid  oSer  of  a  throne  itself;  knowing 
well  that  if  she  bad  accepted  it  she  would 
have    involved    herself    in    consequences 
dangerous  to  her  own  safety,  by  connect* 
ing  her  with  circumstances  foreign  to  the 
interest,  the  integrity,  and  the  honour  of 
(he  empire  over  which  sbe  reigned.     Ano- 
ther allusion  made  by  the  hoa.  Member 
for  Mary-le-bone  was  to  the  case  of  King 
William.     He  stated  that  King  Williun 
was  accompanied  to  this  country  by  his 
Dutch  guards.     But  he  would  ask,  whe- 
ther there  was  any  analogy  between   the 
case  of  King  William  arriving  in  England, 
distracted  as  this  country  was  by  circum- 
stances of  no  ordinary  nature,  with  7,000 
Dutch  guards,  for  the  purpose  for  which 
he  was  called,  and  the  case  now  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Hoose;  that  of 
this  Government  interfering  by  supplying 
troops  to  the  Queen  of  Spain  to  be  under 
ber  pay,  not  to  be  under  the  orders  at 
British    generals,    but   Spanish    generals, 
and,  except  their  being  British  troops, 
having  no  connection  whatever  with  this 
country.     He  would  say  that  there  was  oo 
analogy  whatever   between    the  cases  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  and   King  William  and 
the  present  cw.      It  was  true  that  his 
noble  Friend,  jfe  Member  for  Hertford, 
alluded  to  another   instance,   which  oc- 
curred  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  lit. 
Charles  the   1st  sent  out  troops  to  the 
succour  of  Gustavus  Adolpbus,  under  the 
Marquess  of  Hamilton.    But,  on  reference 
to  all  the  bistorians  who  had  spoken  of 
that  circumstance,  there  was  not  a  single 
historian  to  be  found  who  did  not  repu- 
diate that  act  of  Charles  the  1st.    The 
last  historian  of    the    thirty   years'  war, 
stated  that   the   interference    of  Chsrlei 
the  1st.  through  the  medium  of  the  Duks 
of  Hamilton,  was  derogatory  to  the  King, 
and  dishonourable  to   the  country.    He 
(Mr.  Maclean)  alluded  to  these  caieiind 

Erecedents,  because,  in  tlie  defence  tnsde 
y  the  noble  Lord  on  that  occasion,  be 
stated  that  he  had  not  found  any  precedent, 
and  he  wished  to  establish  one.  The 
Dobie  Lord  stated,  as  a  farther  vindication 
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of  the  policy  he  pursued,  that  the  interest 
of  die  Queen  of  Spain  wu  euentialtv  au 
English  question.  The  noble  Lord  saia  : — > 
"  It  was  an  English  interest  that  the 
cause  of  the  Queen  of  Spain  should  be 
successful;  it  was  of  great  interest  [o  this 
country  that  that  BSliauce  which  had  been 
fortunRtely  cemented  between  the  foui 
Powers  of  the  west  —  England,  France, 
constitutional  Spain,  and  constitutional 
Portugal — it  was,  he  repeated,  of  great 
interest  and  importance,  m  the  most  en- 
larged views  of  national  policy,  that  that 
alliance  ehould  continue ;  and  it  could  only 
continue  by  the  success  of  the  Queen  of 
Spain.  If  any  man  were  to  tell  hinf^that 
io  the  event  of  Don  Carlos  succeeding  ii 
what  he  (Lord  Palmerston)  held  to  be  im 
possible —  establishing  himself  on  thi 
throne  of  Spain,  and  in  restoring  all  those 
principles  of  internal  government  and  of 
fbrejgD  policy  nhich  would  inevitably 
accompany  his  establishment — if  any  man 
were  to  tell  him  that  such  a  change  in  the 
state  of  Spain  would  leave  her  as  efficient 
an  ally  in  the  spirit  of  the  Quadruple 
Treaty  for  England,  aa  she  would  con- 
tinue to  be  if  the  cause  of  the  Queen 
should  triumph — he  would  tell  that  indi- 
vidual that  he  neither  understood  the  in- 
terests of  England,  nor  the  spirit  of  the 
treaty  in  question."*  The  noble  Lord 
might  be  right;  but  he  would  put  the 
other  alternative,  and  he  would  suppose 
that  it  was  just  possible,  what  ihe  noble 
Lord  had  ex  cathedra  stated  to  be  impos- 
■ible,  for  Don  Carlos  to  be  successful ;  and 
be  would  ask  whether  he  did  not  think 
since  that  speech  was  made  matters  had 
not  so  changed  their  aspect  as,  he  would 
not  say  would  insure  the  success  of  Don 
Carlos  (for,  perhaps,  it  was  immaterial  lo 
gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the  House  whe- 
ther Don  Carlos  succeeded  or  not),  but 
whether  circumstances  had  not  so  changed 
their  aspect  as  to  render  it  possible  thst 
he  might  succeed?  Supposing  he  did 
succeed — for  the  events  of  war  no  one 
could  foresee — their  issue  no  one  could 
predict — and  that  Don  Carlos  should  be- 
come King  of  Spain — he  would  ask  the 
noble  Lord,  did  he  not  think  that  the  in- 
terference of  this  country  in  this  mode 
and  manner  was  likely  to  be  prqudicisl 
to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  f  Did 
he  not  think  that  it  would  create  in  the 
breast  of  Don  Carlos  an  acerbity  of  feel- 


*  See  Hansard,  Vol.  xxviii.  p.  114S. 


tag,  a  bitterness  of  enmity  against  those 
who  endeavoured  to  prevent  him  from. 
having  the  lawful  chance  of  obtaining  the 
Crown,  which  would  prejudice  the  in- 
terests of  liiis  country  ?  Would  it  not 
have  been  better  to  have  abstained  altoge- 
tlier  from  interference,  to  have  remained 
neuter,  and  have  allowed  this  country,  at 
least,  the  chance  of  standing  well  in  the 
good  graces  of  Don  Carlos,  should  any 
event  place  him  on  the  throne  of  Spain? 
Woulu  it  not  be  more  likely  to  place  us 
upon  an  equality  with  other  nations  should 
Providence  give  success  (o  his  arms  ? 
What,  if  Don  Carlos  should  succeed,  waa 
to  become  of  those  large  sums  sent  by 
this  country  (o  Spain  for  the  support  of 
the  Queen?  Could  it  be  expected  that 
Don  Carlos  would  guarantee  those  sums? 
Could  it  be  expected,  that  after  this  coun- 
try had  done  everything  it  could,  except 
by  an  armed  intervention  under  our  own 
troops  and  generals,  to  oppose  Don  Car- 
los, the  holders  of  Spanish  bonds  would 
realise  the  sums  guaranteed  by  the  Queen 
for  the  succours  we  ourselves  had  supplied 
to  her?  The  amount  he  did  not  know. 
He  had  moved  for  a  return  of  all  stores, 
ammunition,  arras,  &c.,  furnished  to  the 
Queen  of  Spain,  and  also  a  return  of  the 
men  and  oSicers  serving  in  the  Queen's 
service  and  receiving  pay  from  the  English 
Governcnent ;  but  neither  of  those  returns 
had  been  made.  This  disabled  him  from 
stating  the  amount  of  suras  advanced  by, 
and  the  re-payment  guaranteed  to  the  bond- 
holders. England  was  to  relv  upon  the  hon- 
our of  the  Queen,  he  waa  told ;  and  io  ano- 
ther placeit  had  been  stated  that  the  hon- 
our of  the  Queen  was  pledged  for  the  repay- 
ment of  these  advances.  Ha  did  not  doubt 
that.  He  would  not  atternpt  to  throw 
any  diacredilon  the  Spanish  Government; 
but  he  was  puttiagthe  supposiiion,  that 
by  a  reverse  of  fortune  Don  Carlos  should 
be  placed  upon  the  throne  of  Spain,  did 
the  noble  Lord  anticipate  that  he  would 
repay  us  the  sums  expended  for  the  pur- 
pose of  annihilating  him  and  his  army  in 
the  northern  provinces  7  If  not,  then  the 
policy  on  which  the  noble  Lord  acted  was 
a  one-sided  policy.  It  went  upon  the 
ground  that  the  Queen  must  succeed.  We 
were  told  that  the  Spanish  nation  were 
longing  For  the  dominion  of  the  Queen, 
and  that  the  constitutional  Government 
promised  by  her  would  be  a  panacea  that 
would  cure  all  the  evils  that  disUacted 
that  country.    Were  those  juntas,  whom 
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the  vigour  and  vigitance  of  Mendizabel 
had,  if  not  annihilated,  reduced  to  obedi- 
ence and  subjection — were  they  satisfied 
with  the  predecessors  of  Mendizabel  ?  Up 
to  the  end  of  1835  every  province  had  its 
junta,  and  every  junta  its  conslilutional 
nottrum.  There  was  a  prevalence  of  feel- 
ing throughout  the  country  almost  verg- 
ing on  republicanism.  Where  the  Carlists 
did  not  threaten  the  authority  of  the  Queen 
the  Republicans  threatened  it  with  almost 
equally  imminent  danger.  The  malcon- 
tents on  the  one  side,  with  all  the  zeal  of 
proselytes,  were  panting  for  republicanism, 
while  on  the  other  side  the  adherents  of 
Don  Cartas  were  reproaching  the  queen 
with  the  violation  of  all  legitimate  author- 
ity. Had  we  by  our  interference  stifled 
the  one  or  eradicated  the  other?  Was 
(here  not  suSicient  evidence  that  instead 
of  having  done  so,  we  had  matured  the 
flame  into  a  degree  of  greater  vividness, 
and  had  excited  the  people  of  Spain  into 
a  d^ree  of  animosity  which  we  should 
never  be  able  to  uppress  ?  We  had,  in 
point  of  fact  aimed  at  what  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  lis  to  do — the  extinction  of  a  feel- 
ing which  was  indigenous  in  the  Spanish 
people — a  feeling  of  hatred  to  the  inter- 
ference of  foreigners.  Was  that  a  feeling 
of  yesterday?  A  feeling  which  the  troops 
of  General  Evans,  or  the  soldiers  of  the 
Algerine  legion  had  newly  excited  ?  He 
need  not,  he  was  sure,  allude  to  the  lan- 
guage of  an  illustrious  statesman,  whose 
memory  was  dear  to  many  in  that  House 
—he  meant  the  late  Mr.  Canning— he 
need  not  allude  to  what  he  had  said  on  a 
former  occasion  to  convince  any  hon.  Ge 
tleman  of  the  strength  of  thnt  feeling 
the  Spanish  breast  which  he  (Mr.  Maclean) 
had  denominated  "an  indigenous  feeling." 
In  the  year  1833,  when  Mr.  Canning  was 
•peaking  of  the  contest  then  going  on  in 
Spain  by  the  armed  intervention  of  the 
French,  and  deprecated  that  intervention 
acknowledging  that  it  was  an  act  of  gross 
injustice,  he  said, — 

"The  firsl  condition  of  engaging  in  noy  wi 
the  tine  qad  n«n  of  every  luch  undertaking 
that  the  war  mtisl  be  just;  the  second,  that 
being  just  in  itself,  we  can  also  with  justice 
engage  in  it ;  and  the  third,  that  being  juif  in 
its  nature,  and  it  being  possible  for  ui  justly 
io  einbarlt  in  it,  we  can  so  interfere  without 
detriment  or  prejudice  to  ourselves.  Icon 
lend  that  lie  is  a  visionary  politician  nhi 
leaves  this  last  condition  out  of  the  question 
and  1  BBj  further,  that  though  the  gloriou 
abandoninenl  of  it  may  sound  well  in  thi 


Afftart  <tf  SpOM.  9M 

generous  speech  of  an  irresponsible  orator, 

Ih  the  safety    of    a  nation  npon  hii  lips, 

id  none  of  tlie  responsibility  upon  his  ihonl- 

:rs,   it  is  matter  deeply  to   be   considered  ; 

and  that  Ibe  Miorster  who  should  lay  it  oat  of 

w  in  calling   on'  the  country  to  nnder- 

war,   would  well  deserve  that  universal 

e  and  reprobation  with  which  the  noble 

Lord  opposite  has  this  night  menaced  me." 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  alleged  grati- 

ide  of  Spain,  he  would  also  quote  tlie 

ithority  of  the  same  great  Statesman. 

Ir,  Canning  said — 

'■  When  the  army  of  England  last  fought  in 
Spain,  they  fou^t  in  favour  of  an  united 
people  against  a  foreign  and  a  common  foe. 
How  altered  is  the  case  at  present  I  Who  ia 
there  who  could  wish  to  see  Englishmen,  on 
entering  the  Spanish  territory,  opposed,  not  to 
the  foes  of  Spain,  but  directing  their  bayonets 
against  Spanish  bosoms  ?  This  I  confess  is  a 
sight  which  I  would  rather  not  wilneii.  In 
one  case,  perhaps,  a  feeling  of  gratitude  might 
be  created  in  the  minds  of  Spaniaids,  though 
I  confess  that  upon  this  point  I  am  not  very 
sanguine;  for  I  recollect,  that,  though  some- 
thing like  gratitude  was  manifested  by  the 
Spaniards  for  the  services  rendered  by  the 
English  during  the  late  war,  there  was  also 
npon  the  embariLalion  of  our  troops  somethiBK 
like  a  public  gratulation  that  the  country  had 
been  at  length  cleared  of  the  presence  of  thoae 
heretics." 

Mr.  Canning  proceeded  to  obiemin 
vindication  of  that  feeling,— 

You  may  call  it  bigotry  on  the  part  ot 
Spaniards — you  maj'cali  it  ignorance,  or  what 
you  will, but  still  it  IS  in  ihenalureof  theSpan- 
iard  ;  and  you  must  deal  with  man — not  as  yoti 
wish  him  to  be,  but  as  you  find  hibi  to  exist.* 
At  that  time  they  were  losing  the 
friends  of  former  years,  who  had  poured 
forth  their  blood  like  water  to  give  that 
freedom  to  others  which  their  forefathera 
had  handed  down  as  their  own  im- 
perishable inheritance ;  they  were  parting 
with  men  who  had  been  their  companions 
in  arms  for  years,  men  who  had  poured 
out  their  blood  like  water,  to  secure  and 
hand  down  that  freedom  to  them  which 
they  themselves  had  long  inherited  from 
their  ancestors ;  they  were  parting  with 
men  who  had  pursued  b  t  one  line  of  con- 
duct, having  enlisted  but  under  one 
motto, — 

"  Parcere  subjeclis  et  debellare  superbos.'' 
Though  one  could  not  but  regret  the  feel- 
ing he  had  portrayed  as  the  natural  con- 
sequence of  the  departure  of  the  British 
troops  from    Spain,  yet    one  coald   not 
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be  aitonUhed  that  such  a  feeling  should 
have  arisen  in  their  bosuros.  Jt,  at  all 
events,  showed  that  a  hatred  or  foreign 
interference  grew  with  the  growth  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  strengthened  with  their 
Ettenglh.  There  was  another  point,  and 
one  of  considerable  importance,  to  which  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House. 
He  would  ask  whether  anything  more 
dangerous  to  the  discipline  or  permanent 
stability  of  the  acmy  could  have  been  de- 
Tised,  than  the  course  which  had  been 
pursued  with  regard  to  the  eolisiment  of 
the  troops  that  had  been  sent  to  Portugal. 
If  he  knew  anything  of  the  British  soldier's 
character,  it  was  a  misture  of  loyalty  to 
his  King  and  devotion  to  Iiia  father-land. 
He  would  ask  whether  anything  could  be 
more  dangerous  to  the  high  character  which 
attached  to  our  army,  froni  its  great 
achievements,  than  a  continuance  of  those 
practices  and  principles  which  had  lately 
been  adopted— than  a  proposition  ema- 
nating from  the  highest  authority  in  the 
State  as  it  were,  inviting  men  to  enlist 
under  the  banners  of  a  foreign  Sovereign 
~^r  than  the  sufferings  which  those  troops 
had  recently  endured— disasters  the  most 

Giinful  and  most  galling  to  gallant  men? 
e  would  ask  the  noble  Lord  whether  the 
highest  military  authority  in  this  country, 
adverting  to  the  provisions  of  theQuadru- 
partite  Treaty,  would  sanction  (he  course 
of  proceeding  of  which  he  complained? 
Independently  of  these  considerations,  it 
must  be  remembered,  that  the  English 
troops  in  Spain  were  not  under  the  orders  of 
our  own  commanders,  but  were  under  (he 
orders  of  oSicers  out  there  whom  they 
were  compelied  to  obey,  and  who  were, 
therefore,  liable  to  become  parties  to  all 
the  aggressions  that  might  arise  from  their 
treachery,  duplicity  or  Riisconduct.  Put- 
ting out  of  view,  however,  the  revolting 
contingencies  to  which  they  were  liable,  it 
was  now  admitted  by  all,  that  the  antici- 
pations of  speedy  triumph  were  unfounded, 
Mina,  whose  name  was  once  so  hullowcd  in 
Spain  as  the  symbol  of  victory,  was  now 
execrated  in  Europe  as  little  better  than 
an  assassin,  and  rebel  hordes  that  used  to 
flee  at  his  appearance,  shut  him  up  ia  the 
fortresses  of  Catalonia.  Let  him  call  the 
noble  Lord's  attention  to  a  recent,  and  he 
believed,  an  authentic  communication, 
describing  the  slate  of  those  troops,  dated 
"Vittoria,  Jan.  26."  The  writer  of  that 
letter  staled  that  the  trtiops  had  suffered 
most  severely  from  the  immense  number 
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of  sick.  A  great  fever  had  cut  off  many, 
and,  what  would  seem  very  extraordinary, 
the  frost  had  done  them  feurful  injury, 
some  of  the  men  having  lost  their  toes, 
and  others  their  feet,  in  addition  to  which 
they  had  to  undergo  the  hardship  of  sleep- 
ing on  the  brick  floor  of  a  damp  convent, 
with  now  and  then  a  bivouac  in  the  open 
air.  These  the  writer  assigned  as  the 
causes  of  the  sickness  that  prevailed.  They 
never  showed  themselves  before  the  castle 
without  the  black  flag  being  displayed, 
and  one-half  of  the  men  were  labouring 
under  the  effects  of  diseases,  which  were 
not  coo6ned  to  the  men  alone,  but  under 
the  influence  of  which  the  officers  were  daily 
falling  victims.  The  writer  concluded 
by  expressing  his  opinion  that  they  could 
not  at  present  muster  more  than  5,020  able 
men.  He  believed  the  situation  of  these 
men  was  even  worse  than  it  had  been  de- 
scribed ;  the  sources  from  which  he  had 
derived  this  information  no  one  could  dis- 
pute. The  account  however  read,  shewed 
that  his  hon,  and  gallant  Friend,  the  Mem- 
ber for  Windsor,  was  most  accurate  when 
he  spoke  on  this  question  in  1S35,  The 
facts  he  had  stated  showed  that  his  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  was  prophetic  in  the 
warning  he  then  held  out  to  General 
Evans  and  the  troops  about  to  embark 
under  that  officer's  command,  when  he 
told  them  what  they  had  to  expect,  and 
advised  the  gallant  officer  commanding 
the  expedition  not  to  quit  this  country 
under  any  assurances,  however  flittering 
or  encou^ging,  unless  he  had  six  months' 
pay  in  his  military  chest.  The  harassing 
nature  of  the  country  was  described  with 
an  accuracy  which  the  letter  be  had  read 
painfully  corroborated.  Had  it  not  turned 
out  that  nearly  every  word  spoken  by  his 
hon.  and  gallaut  Friend,  dictated  as  it 
must  have  been  by  the  wiadom  of  military 
experience,  had  been  realised  and  fulfilled  t 
The  troups  embarked  from  this  coantry  on 
this  unhappy  service  were,  generally, 
such  as  the  most  effective  authority  would 
be  insufficient  to  check  in  their  irregular 
habitii  and  disposition,  and  to  reduce  to  a 
proper  state  of  discipUne  before  it  would 
be  safe  to  call  them  out  upon  any  active 
service  or  expedition.  Without  long  and 
previous  training  these  men  could  not 
even  have  been  sufficiently  Indurated  to 
undergo  ihe  fatigues  of  a  march  over  a 
very  difficult  conniry.  Accordingly,  in  a 
march  of  tiveiily-onc  days  from  ililhoa  to 
Vittoria,  the  Legion  was  almost  in  a  state 
2  I 
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ofdiiorganiKalion;  iind  after  tbeir  Brrival 
at  V  it  IuHb,  the  greater  portion  oftlietroopi 
were  obliged  to  give  up  their  beds  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  sick.  The  refreah- 
menta  they  received  were  oT  the  most 
■canty  and  unwholesome  description  ;  and 
(hdy  were  literally  hudiJIed  together  upon 
the  cold  and  conirortless  floors  of  the  con- 
vents of  Vittoria.  Then  came  the  unfortun- 
ate business  of  the  retreat  of  the  Legion. 
On  one  occasion,  when  the  troops  had 
bivouacked  on  the  field  of  battle,  the 
British  soldiers  under  Evans  were  aban- 
doned by  Cordova,  leaving  the  CarUsts 
undisputed  victors,  and  almostthe  captors 
of  the  British  with  their  stores.  Deserted 
by  those  who  ought  to  have  supported 
them,  they  were  compelled  to  fly  from 
before  the  CiiHisls,  into  whose  hands 
their  persons  must  inevitably  have  fallen, 
but  for  a  thick  fog  coming  on,  which  ren- 
dered pursuit  useless.  It  was  such  circum- 
stances as  these  which  induced  him  to  say 
that  the  interference  of  Great  Britain,  by 
means  of  these  soldien,  was  detrimental  to 
the  character  she  had  so  well  established 
in  the  Peninsula.  He  did  not  charge 
these  men  with  want  of  gallantry;  he  did 
not  say  that  their  conduct  was  reprehensible 
on  that  score;  but  he  maintained  that 
llieir  being  obliged  to  leave  the  field,  and 
only  retiring  in  safety  through  the  inter- 
vention of  a  fog,  was  in  itself  sufficient  to 
tarnish  the  renown,  the  honour,  and  the 
character  of  the  British  empire.  In  1S35 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  acknowledged 
that  England  had  interfered  in  the  war. 
What  were  the  responsibilities  we  had  con- 
tracted by  doing  so,  and  what  were  the 
consequences  which  might  result  from 
that  interference?  Suppose  it  should  be- 
come the  policy  of  the  Russian,  Austrian, 
and  Neapolitan  governments  to  interfere 
in  favour  of  Don  Carlos,  in  what  a  situa- 
tion would  England  be  placed?  In  1S23, 
when  the  question  of  intervention  was 
fully  debated,  during  Mr.  Canning's  ad- 
ministration, the  present  Lord  Melbourne, 
then  Mr.  William  Lamb,  said,  "It  was 
necessary  that  the  government  should 
possess  the  powerof  controlling  any  strong 
demonstratioo  of  political  feeling,  in  re- 
gard to  our  foreign  relations,  which  might 
otherwise  commit  the  country  in  those 
hostilities  which  it  was  our  best  policy  to 
avoid.  Could  it  be  supposed  that  if  any 
other  country  were  to  lake  an  active  part 
in  behalf  of  a  power  with  which  we 
might  be  at  war,  that  ve  should  bear 


094 

it  tamely,  and  not  oall  upon  that 
country  to  choose  between  peace  and 
war  ?  The  repeal  of  the  Foreign  Enlist- 
ment Bill  would  be  considered  ai  an  act 
of  decisive  hostility ;  and  if  we  affected, 
at  the  same  time,  lo  maintain  neutrality, 
would  be  unworthy  of  the  fair  character 
and  honest  dealing  of  the  country.  He 
was  ready  lo  admit  that  the  aggression  of 
France  on  Spain  was  an  act  of  iojuiiice, 
but  he  denied  that  we  were  called  upon 
to  repress  every  act  of  injustice  com- 
mitted by  a  foreign  power,  and  that  we 
were  bound,  on  every  such  occasion  to 
embark  in  the  contest."  Let  the  House 
remember  the  present  position  uf  afiaira. 
The  succession  to  the  Crown  of  Spain  waa 
still  undecided,  and  the  claim  of  Don 
Carlos,  as  compared  with  that  of  the 
Queen,  might  still  be  mooted  in  that  coun- 
try. The  Basque  provinces  possessed 
privileges  which  no  other  province  pos- 
sessed— of  a  very  important  and  valuable 
nature — being  no  less  than  the  right  of 
raising  their  own  custom  duties,  and 
taxing  themselves.  These  privileges  the 
Government  of  the  Queen  of  Spain  had 
abrogated.  What  was  the  elTact  of  our 
interference  ?  To  make  ourselves  vir- 
tually parties  to  that  odious  proceeding. 
He  was  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
the  obligation  of  this  country  to  fulfil  the 
provisions  of  any  treaty  to  which  she  be> 
came  a  party.  If  there  was  one  thing 
more  sacred  than  another,  it  was  the  con* 
servationof  the  inviolability  ofthepromitet 
of  a  great  nation ;  but  while  we  were 
bound,  not  only  by  policy,  but  morality, 
to  keep  the  faith  of  treaties,  we  were 
equally  bound  lo  act  with  the  utmost 
caution  and  discretion  in  doing  so.  When 
he  said  this,  he  begged  to  refer  the  noble 
Lord  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  itself. 
It  was  curious,  that  of  France  sad  Eng- 
land, we  were  the  only  nation  which  hM 
promised  lo  furnish  to  (he  Queen  of 
Spain  a  naval  force,  arms,  and  ammani- 
tion,  and-FoilirBry  stores — that  we  were  the 
only  nation  to  which  any  loss  could  accrue. 
As  well  as  he  recollected  the  treaty — and 
if  his  recollection  deceived  him  ihe  noble 
Lord  would  be  able  to  set  him  right  upon 
the  point — theKingof  France  only  pledged 
himself  to  take  such  steps  as  he  snd  his 
august  allies,  after  due  consideration, 
should  deem  expedient.  The  King  of 
France  therefore  pledged  himself  to  no 
overt  act,  but  we  pledged  ouitelvei  to  as- 
sist the  Queen  of  Spain  with  a  naval  force, 


::,C~nOO^Ic 


066  Affairnif  Spim\ 

or,  in  other  vords,  to  render  tbe  funds  of 
tbi>  country  available  for  the  proBecuEion 
of  this  domestic  itruggle.  But  this  was 
not  all;  in  the  additional  articles  ne 
pledged  ourselves  to  assist  the  Queeti  of 
Spain  with  arms,  ammuniiion,  and  mili- 
tary stores.  There  was  no  guarantee  on 
the  part  of  the  Queen  of  Spain  for  the 
payment  of  these  supplies,  or  of  any  por- 
tion of  them;  and  tie  really  thought  that 
when  we  promised  so  much,  the  other 
jprty  might  have  promised  something. 
The  King  of  France  promised  in  an  addi- 
tional article  to  take  all  necessary  precau- 
tions for  preventing  the  passing  of  stores 
to  Don  Carlos.  He  did  not  lliink  the 
King  of  France  would  incur  any  very 
great  expense  in  the  discharge  of  this 
obligation,  and  he  entertained,  in  common 
with  many  other  persons,  a  shrewd  sus- 
picion that  the  watch  which  was  kept 
along  the  line  of  the  Pyrenees  was  not  of 
a  very  vigilant  nature.  How  did  it  happen 
else,  that  Don  Carlos,  in  his  secluded  re- 
tirement, with  12,000  ragged  troops, 
bad  been  enabled  to  raise  an  army  of 
50,000  men?  He  would  relate  an  anec- 
dote on  this  part  of  tbe  subject,  which  he 
had  heard  from  very  good  authority: — 
Shortly  after  we  had  tent  some  muskets 
out  to  Spaio,  a  sally,  headed  by  Zumal; 
carregui,  took  place  against  the  Queen 
troops,  who,  after  showing  themselves  a 
little  while,  making  what  he  believed  was 
called  a"  demonstratinn,"  retired,  leaving 
behind  them  a  considerable  number  of 
new  muskets.  Zumalacarregui 
very  curious  in  arms,  and  had  a  great 
taste  for  collecting  them,  possessed  him 
self  of  thesa  muskets,  and  shortly  after. 
wards  sent  his  compliments  to  General 
Rodil,  with  a  polite  message,  intimating 
that  as  the  arms  they  had  taken  bore  (he 
Tower  mark,  and  as  his  troops  had  a  de- 
cided preference  for  that  description  of 
fire  arms,  they  would  feel  highly  obliged 
to  him  if  he  would  have  the  kindness  to 
allow  his  men  to  carry  ihem  on  all  future 
occasions.  He  could  assure  the  noble 
Lord  that  he  beard  the  anecdote  from  a 
source  not  very  far  removed  from  Zuma- 
lacarregui  himself.  He  would  now  re- 
quest the  attention  of  the  House  to  an 
extract  from  a  work  lately  published  by 
Captain  Henninsgen,  entitled  "  A  Twelve 
Months'  Campaign  with  Zumalacarregui 
during  the  War  in  Navarre  and  the  Basque 
Provinces  of  Spain,"  in  which  the  re- 
source* and  prospect!  of  Don  Carlos  are 
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spoken  of  by  one  nho  had  possessed  op- 
portunities of  personal  knowled^re  supe- 
rior to  most  others  who  had  offered  their 
opinions  to  the  public  : — 

"  Hithertn,  it  is  true,  his  success  has 
not  been  decisive ;  but  of  his  eventful 
triumph  those  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  popularity  of  his  cause  in  the  Penin- 
sula, protracted  as  the  struggle  may  be, 
can  have  but  little  doubt.  The  northern 
provinces  can  only  be  subdued  by  the 
extermination  of  the  male  popiilntion,  the 
transplanting  of  families,  burning  of 
harvests,  and  destroying  every  human 
habitation,  as  was  attempted  by  the 
French  Convention  in  La  Vendue.  But 
to  efTect  all  this  in  a  country  like  the  pre- 
sent seat  of  war,  which  baffled  the  genius 
of  Napoleon  with  all  his  legions,  and 
where  every  arbitrary  act,  instead  of  strik- 
ing terror,  arms  fresh  masses  of  its  popu- 
lation, would  require,  1  apprehend,  a  larger 
army  than  was  ever  marshalled  under  any 
man  since  the  days  of  Xerxes.  The  ofh- 
cial  return  of  Don  Carlos's  forces,  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1836,  gives:— For  Na- 
varre, Alava,  and  Biscay,  35,200  men; 
for  Catalonia,  22,363:  in  all,  57,563." 
The  authority  from  which  he  had  read 
Ibis  statement,  he  believed,  was  allowed  to 
be  good,  and  he  felt  himseU,  therefore, 
justiSed  in  placing  reliance  npon  it.  He 
thought  it  his  duty  thus  to  bring  under  its 
consideration  the  forugn  policy  that  had 
been  pursued  by  the  Government  in  this 
instance,  and  to  call  for  an  investigation 
into  the  line  of  conduct  that  had  been 
adopted  by  the  noble  I-ord  opposite  (the 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs)  in  permitting 
a  force  of  10,000  British  troops  to  take 
part  in  the  civil  war  now  raging  in  Spain, 
contrary  to  the  letter  of  the  treaty  of  the 
Quadruple  Alliance.  He  did  not  com- 
plain of  a  supply  of  arms  having  been 
furnished,  because  that  was  consistent 
both  with  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the 
treaty,  but  he  contended  that  if  an  armed 
force  was  to  be  supplied  it  ought  to  have 
been  specified  in  the  treaty  itself,  and  not 
left  to  the  discretion  of  any  Minister. 
He  would  not  trouble  the  House  further. 
The  honour  of  his  native  coaniry,  with 
which  was  entwined  the  honour  of  its 
whose  reputation  would,  he  hoped, 
be  immortal,  had  induced  him  thus  to 
trespass  on  their  kind  indulgence.  He 
knew  that  no  man  was  more  fondly  proud 
of  that  fame,  which  had  made  British 
chiefs  and  British  soldiera  tbe  property  of 
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history,  than  the  noble  Lord  himielf.  He 
knew  thnt  no  one  would  feel  more  deep 
regret  than  the  noble  Lord,  if  the  hurels 
which  we  had  planted  on  that  soil,  and 
watered  with  our  blood,  were  now  to  cli 


and  wither;  but  what  he 


let   lis  pander 


I   llie 


nuirnn  naiure;  oo  not  let  us  enter  into  a 
crusa<le  under  the  name  of  liberty,  which 
might  proceed  in  dishonour,  and  terminate 
in  disgrace.  If  England  were  to  speak, 
let  her  speak  as  she  did  of  old.  If  ehe 
were  (o  iinahcaihe  the  aword,  let  her  not 
retnrn  it  to  the  scabbard  until  she  knew 
she  coidd  change  it  in  security  for  the 
ploughshares  of  peace.  In  his  opinion, 
we  might  hare  terndnated  tlita  stru^Ie 
more  speedily,  by  abstaining  altogether 
from  intervention.  Intervention  at  this 
moment,  to  have  sueh  an  elTecl,  must 
plunge  this  country  in  a  war,  for  which 
there  was  no  justilicalion.  He  contended, 
then,  that  the  best  course  for  the  honour, 
the  peace,  and  the  security  of  England, 
would  be  to  withdraw  at  once  from  the 
contest  the  men  who  were  now  engaged 
in  it.  If  the  noble  Lord  would  permit 
him,  he  would  say  to  tbe  noble  Lord — 
-—  -"  fori  iter  occupa 

Portum.    Nonne  vides,  ut 

Nudum  remigio  iaius. 

El  malus  celeri  saucius  Africa, 

Antenneeque  gemaul,  BC  sine  funibus, 

Vix  durare  cariuEe 

Possint  imperiosius 

^.quor  1— non  tibi  sunt  integra  lintea. 

Thanking  the  House  for  its  kind  in- 
dulgence, the  hon.  Member  concluded 
by  moving,  after  a  short  delay,  that  "  the 
papers  which  tbe  noble  Lord,  the  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affairs,  intimated  his  in- 
tention of  bringing  forward  on  a  former 
occision  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House." 

Mr.  Ward  very  much  regretted  that 
hon.  Members  opposite  always  carefully 
abstained  from  bringing  this  question  for- 
ward in  any  tangible  shape,  which  enabled 
the  Houae  to  come  to  a  decision  npon  it. 
The  proper  course  would  be,  to  visit  with 
the  censure  of  the  House  those  Ministers 
who  had  neglected  the  interests  of  their 
country,  by  laying  themselves  open  (o  the 
charge  which  was  to  be  implied,  at  least, 
from  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member,  if 
that  char};c  were  well-founded;  and  if  it 
wi'ie  unfounded,  to  remove  such  an  impu- 
tiitiun  I'rrim  ihem  at  once,  by  an  expression 
of  the  sanction  and  approval  oftlip  House. 


But  any  such  course  was  always  most 
carefully  avoided.  Such  were  the  tactics 
constantly  pursued  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House,  whenever  the  atfairs  of  Spain 
were  brought  undsr  its  consideration. 
When  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for 
Hertford,  brought  the  subject  forward  last 
Session,  he  concluded  a  speech  which, 
though  moderate  in  its  tone,  was  full  of 
strictures  on  the  Government,  by  moving 
for  the  production  of  papers,  to  the  pro- 
duction of  which,  he  well  knew,  there 
could  be  no  earthly  objection,  inasmuch 
as  their  eonienis  were  previously  well 
known  to  the  House.  The  noble  Lord 
would  excuse  him  for  saying  that,  by  the 
adoption  of  this  course,  he  placed  the 
House  in  a  most  unfair  position,  compel- 
ling it  either  to  refuse  its  assent  to  a 
motion,  in  itself  perfectly  unobjectionable, 
or  by  acceding  to  it,  to  bestow  its  sanction 
to  a  certain  extent  on  the  grounds  on  which 
that  motion  was  founded,  and  the  state- 
ments by  which  it  was  accompanied.  But 
the  hon.  Member  for  Oxford  was  even 
more  cautious — his  caution  exceeded  all 
precedent ;  he  would  not  move  for  any- 
thing at  all,  but'merely  placed  a  notice  on 
the  books,  which  just  served  as  a  peg  to 
hang  a  speech  upon,  without  the  slightest 
notion  of  ever  attaining  any  definite  or 
specific  result.  The  hon.  Gentleman  took 
precedence,  as  he  understood,  not  because 
he  was  going  to  make  a  speech,  but  be- 
cause he  was  about  to  make  a  motion. 
The  speech  had ,  however,  been  made 
without  any  motion  at  all;  and  thus  he 
(Mr.  Ward)  was  deprived  of  a  pleasure 
which  he  had  promised  himself — the  plea- 
sure, if  that  motion  had  impugned  the 
conduct  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  of 
moving  such  an  amendment  as  would  have 
brought  the  whole  subject  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  and  enabled  them 
to  pronounce  an  opinion  upon  it.  He 
regretted  that  the  mode  of  proceeding 
which  had  been  resorted  to,  did  not  leave 
him  the  power  of  chaoging  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's field-day  into  something  liken  regular 
discussion.  The  real  question  at  issue 
was,  had  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  under 
the  obligation  of  a  treaty,  pursued  a  right 
object;  and  if  so,  had  they  pursued  it  in 
a  right  way.  It  was  very  convenient  for 
hon.  Gentlemen  to  say  that  they  did  not 
impngn  the  treaty  itself,  while  they  im- 
pugned every  act  that  naturally  flowed 
from  it.  It  was  quite  impossible  to  sepa- 
rate the  two;  tbe  House  must  ttike  tbe 
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policy  of  the  alliance  into  couuderation, 
befoi-e  it  decided  to  what  extent  the  Go- 
vernment were  jusliRed  in  acting  upon  its 
■tipulationa.  What  was  the  policy  of  the 
quadruple  treaty  1  To  give  peace  and 
security  to  [he  people  of  Spain  and  Portu- 
^l{wilh  ihelBBl  or  which,  be  it  recollected, 
England  was  the  most  inliniatefy  connect- 
ed), and  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  of 
introducing  and  working  out  those  changes 
which  they  might  consider  desirable,  with- 
out the  fear  of  foreign  aggression,  and 
without  the  interruption  of  a  disputed 
accession.  He  maintained  that  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  England  were  most  inti- 
mately concerned  in  putting  an  end  to 
the  fluctuations  which  had,  during  the 
last  century,  prevailed  in  the  Peninsula. 
It  was  with  the  Cortes  of  Spain  we  formed 
our  connexion  in  1809:  we  became  their 
protectors  in  1814,  when  they  were  driven 
into  exile;  and  many  lion.  Members  of 
that  House  must  recollect  that  it  required 
all  the  power  of  Mr.  Canning's  great  talent 
and  eloquence  to  restrain  the  tide  of  popu- 
lar feeling  which  had  set  in  their  favour  in 
1823.  To  Portugal  we  were  bound  by 
equally  strong  ties.  We  were  bound  to 
protect  them  from  all  foreign  aggression, 
and  from  all  interfeience  in  their  internal 
afl'airs.  Uniformity  in  the  Peninsular 
Governments  was  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance to  England  ;  and  now  we  were  bound 
by  the  Quadruple  Treaty,  in  conjunction 
with  France,  to  throw  the  ahidd  of  our 
protection  over  the  infant  liberties  of  both 
tiiese  countries.  The  objection  of  the 
hoD.  and  learned  Member  for  Oxford  was 
to  the  extension  which  had  been  given  to 
this  treaty.  But  he  (Mr.  Ward)  contended 
that  our  Government  had  acted  in  the  true 
■pirilof  that  treaty.  Thehon.  and  learned 
Member  should  not  foi^et  that,  by  the 
letter  of  that  treaty,  a  most  important 
obligation  was  imposed  upon  this  Govern- 
ment. That  treaty  obliged  us,  in  case  of 
necessity,  to  send  an  armament  to  the 
coast  of  Spain  or  Portugal,  to  protect 
either  from  foreign  interference  in  their 
internal  afTairs.  Suppose,  then,  that 
Russia  (and  the  bon.  and  learned  Member 
did  not  regard  it  as  a  very  improbable 
supposition)  or  any  continental  country, 
had  sent  en  army  to  Spain  to  support  the 
CBuie  of  Don  Carlos — as  France  would, 
under  the  terms  of  the  Quadruple  Treaty, 
prevent  their  passage  through  her  terri- 
tories-~»e  should  have  been  obliged  to 
vend  I  fleat  to  the  oout  of  Siicay  to 
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obstruct  their  landing.  We  should  have 
been  committed  to  the  whole  force  of  our 
armament.  Then,  with  respect  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  aid  afforded  under  his 
gallant  Friend,  General  Evans,  it  should 
be  remembered  that  that  gallant  officer 
acted  under  the  orders  ofRpain,  and  there- 
fore should  those  untoward  events  occur, 
which  had  been  anticipated  by  thehon.  and 
learned  Member,  but  of  which  he  (Mr. 
Ward)  had  not  the  slightest  apprehen- 
sion, the  disgrace  would  fall,  not  upon 
F.ngland,  but  upon  Spain  herself;  so  that 
when  we  conld  accomplish  the  object  of 
the  treaty  by  a  less  exertion  of  power,  why 
should  we  ba  called  upon  to  make  the 
greater.  So  far  from  joining  in  the  un- 
favourable anticipations  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member,  he  was  convinced  (hat 
the  gallantry  of  the  British  Auxiliary  Le~ 
gion  would  fully  justify  the  cause  in  which 
they  had  embarked.  So  soon  as  the  severity 
of  the  season  should  be  mitigated,  and  (hat 
an  opportunity  of  distinguishing  themselves 
was  aJForded,  he  fell  assured  that  these 
brave  men  would  prove  themselves  worthy 
of  the  reputation  acquired  by  their  predeces- 
sors in  the  Peninsula.  The  bon.  and  learned 
Member  opposite  had  attached  much  im- 
portance to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Canning!:. 
When  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  attri- 
b<tied  lo  Mr.  Canning  the  doctrine  of  non- 
intervention in  all  cases,  he  attributed 
much  more  than  that  illustrious  individual 
professed.  In  1819,  182:),  and  again  in 
1827,  was  it  not  obvious  that  Mr.  Can- 
ning's opinions  and  pulicy  were  governed 
by  circumstances?  In  the  very  passage 
quoted  from  a  speech  of  Mr.  Canning  by 
the  hon,  and  learned  Member  opposite,  it 
was  admitted,  nay  strongly  enforced,  that 
our  interference  or  neutrality  must  be 
greatly  determined  by  circumstances. 
With  respect  to  the  feeling  in  favour  of 
the  constitutional  cause,  he  would  t.ike  It 
on  himself  to  say,  that  all  the  influential 
and  populous  towns  were  in  favour  of  it ; 
and  he  referred  nith  pleasure  to  the  remit- 
tance which  had  arrived  in  Madrid  from 
Havannah.  This  was  a  strong  proof  of  the 
feeling  existing  in  the  colonies.  He  was 
surprised  how  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber could  assume  that  the  conduct  adopted 
by  England  was  unjustifiable  in  a  power 
which  had  signed  the  Quadruple  Treaty. 
It  was  quite  true  that  Governmenthad  gone 
beyond  the  letter  of  that  treaty.  [C/ieers] 
These  cheers  he  was  prepared  for  from 
hon.  Mamben  who  were  oppoKd  to  tbq 
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'  would  be  most  conducive  to  the  hononr 
and  interests  of  those  Powers  thot  wtte 
parties  to  it.  In  conclusion,  be  bkd  only 
to  express  his  hope,  that  if  the  hon.  and 
learaed  Member  had  any  objection  to  urge 
against  the  fulfilment  of  tliBt  TreBty— 
as  it  had  been  fulfilled  by  this  country-— 
he  truBted  that  be  would  bring  some  in- 
telligible and  tangible  motion  before  the 
House,  that  would  give  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  an  opinion  on  a  anb* 
ject  of  so  much  importance. 

Mr.  PoulUr  declared,  that  if  ever  there 
was  any  treaty  that  was  clear  and  specific 
in  all  ilB  possible  provisions,  it  was  that 
trealy,  and  whatever  virtually  fell  short  of 
a  complete  carrying  out  of  iis  principle 
was  a  virtual  abandonment  of  it.  When 
ihat  treaty  was  entered  into  by  the  con- 
tracting powers,  Don  Carlos  was  almoat 
an  exile  from  Spain;  his  arrival  here  wai 
suppoied  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  retire- 
ment, and  not  with  the  view  of  malting 
it  a  stepping-stone  to  the  Pyrennees.  It 
was  never  expected  that  ha  would  meditate 
at  Alverstoke  or  Erompton  a  design  lo 
prosecute,  Bt  the  earliest  opportunity,  his 
claim  to  the  Spanish  throne;  and  if  aucb 
an  expectation  had  been  entertained,  the 
country  would  hare  been  bound  to  take, 
and  would  have  taken,  steps  to  prevent 
the  completion  of  the  project.  But  as  it 
was  impossible  to  prevent  it,  it  was  the 
duty  of  Great  Britain  to  afford  such 
future  assistance,  in  order  to  carry  the 
treaty  into  effect,  as  should  be  required. 
A  good  deal  had  been  said  about  mer* 
cenaries,  and  undoubtedly  the  brave  men 
who  had  left  this  country  to  fight  for  the 
Queen  of  Spain,  in  one  sense,  were  mtt- 
cenaries.  Those  were  mercenariee  who 
received  mtrcet,  but  in  a  sense  of  reproach 
he  utterly  denounced  the  term,  and  the 
men  who  had  left  England  to  figbt  for 
Donna  Istabella  were  iclnaied  by  motivea 
which  did  them  the  highest  honour— that 
of  contending  for  ihe  causa  of  constitu- 
tional monarchy.  A  man  who  aerved 
anybody  for  pay  was  a  mercenary.  Would 
these  men  have  served  Don  Carlos  on 
those  terms?  He  wholly  and  utterly 
denied  that  they  would,  having  chosen,  U 
ihey  had  done,  %  great  and  most  honour- 
able principle  to  aupport.  The  hon.  Mem> 
bcr  near  hira  (Mr.  Ward)  had  anticipated 
him  in  stating  that  the  salique  law  was 
Dol  the  law  of  Spain.  It  was  introduced 
into  Spain  by  the  force  of  in  timid  aiion, 
ud  the  Spuiib  people  would  ngt  bir* 


Quadruple  Treaty  in  spirit  and  in  letter. 
Bat  he  would  mention  that,  in  acting  as 
she  had  done,  England  was  only  acting  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  that  treaty. 
He  denied  that  the  ssliquelaw  was  part  of 
the  constitution  of  Spain.  It  was  intro- 
duced by  the  Bourbons,  and  the  same 
power  that  established  could  at  any  time 
repeal  it.  He  could  conceiveno  more  un- 
impeachable title  than  that  of  the  Queen 
of  Spain,  sanctioned  as  it  was  by  the 
Cortes  of  the  kingdom.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  had  said,  that  Don  Carlos 
ought  not  to  be  irritated.  Now  he  should 
take  leave  to  observe  that  Don  Carlos  was 
ideniified  with  fanaticism  in  Sp 
had  been  his  lot  to  have  spent  four  years 
in  Spain,  at  a  period  when  he  could  fortn 
a  very  accurate  opinion  upon  the  subject, 
and  he  should  venture  to  put  his  own 
pcrsoiial  experience  in  opposition  lo  the 
"  information  "  of  the  hon.  Member  oppo- 
site. Don  Carlos  was  a  supporter  of  the 
Inquisition  in  Spain  ;  he  was  opposed  to 
the  slightest  modification  of  it  by  Ferdj. 
nnnd,  and  he  endeavoured  to  induce  hi: 
brother  to  revive  it  in  more  than  its  piii 
line  odiousness,  as  an  engine  not  merely 
of  religious,  but  also  of  political  oppression. 
He  ivns  therefore  an  individual  from  whom 
this  country  had  nothing  lo  hope,  and  he 
believed  as  little  lo  fear.  It  was  quite 
clear  that  if  he  came  lo  the  Thi 
Spain,  he  would  fall  into  the  hands  ol 
tho;e  who  were  most  opposed  (o  England 
and  lier  free  institutions.  England  had 
guaranteed  the  succession  to  the  Queen  of 
Spain,  and  was  proceeding  prudently,  but 
efficiently,  to  secure  it;  and  he  believed 
Ihat  Mr.  Canning,  if  in  the  situation  of 
the  noble  Lord  near  him,  would  have 
adopted  precisely  the  same  course.     The 

Eublic  professions  of  Mr.  Canning  justified 
im  in  this  supposition,  and  ihe  opinion  of 
Mr.  Hiiskisson,  who  ought  to  have  been 
familiar  with  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Canning, 
also  justified  liim  in  saying;,  that  thai 
Statesman  would  have  adopted  precisely 
the  same  course  as  ihat  pursued  by  the 
noble  Lord  near  him.  From  the  moment 
that  Sir  Charles  Stuart  brought  the  Con- 
slituiion  of  Portugal  from  Brazil,  the 
danger  that  was  principally  to  be  guarded 
against  was,  lo  prevent  a  division  between 
England  and  Spain  respecting  its  eslab- 
liihmenl.  Any  such  danger  aa  that  was 
no  longer  to  be  apprehended.  It  was 
sufficiently  guarded  against  by  the  Quad- 
ruple Treat)— the  maintcuiDce  of  which 


S73 


Affairt  ttfSp(m. 


hesitated  lo  declare  their  preference  for 
the  old  law,  had  it  doi  been  for  the  con- 
nexion of  the  aalique  law  with  the  represen- 
tative of  the  apostolical  party.  This  it 
was  which  luade  the  abr(^tion  of  that 
law  unpopular  with  the  people  of  Spain, 
and  particularly  with  the  peasantry,  ill 
educated  and  ill  iaformed  as  ihey  were. 
He  would  ask  hon.  Members  which  of  the 
two  forms  of  GoTernment,  a  conalitutional 
or  an  absolute  monarchy,  was  likely  to  be 
most  productive  of  the  greateat  bles- 
sing which  could  be  bestowed  on  a  nation 
—a  system  of  popular  education  ?  Which 
of  the  two  was  most  likely  to  tend  to  the 
formation  of  virtuous  prirale  character, 
the  best  component  part  of  public  cha- 
racter, the  moat  likely  to  inculcate  that 
respect  for  law  in  its  ultimate  and  proper 
sense,  and  promote  that  security  for  pro- 
perty, and  he  would  say,  though  it  might 
excite  a  cheer  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House,  that  tenderness  for  human  life, 
which  were  the  usual  consequences  of  a 
iyatem  of  constitutional  ^vernment  ? 
A  good  deal  had  been  said  about  the 
atrocities  that  had  been  committed ; 
about  the  fact  there  could  be  but  one 
opinion,  but  there  might  be  two  about  its 
cause.  They  all  agreed  in  thinking  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  noble  Lord  to 
protest  in  the  strongest  manner  agaroGt 
the  recunence  of  auch  abominable 
atrocities.  But  he  did  Dot  set  down  the 
commission  of  these  disgraceful  acts  to  the 
charge  of  liberty,  but  to  the  long  antece- 
dent despotism  which  had  prevailed  in 
Spain  ;  the  fetters  were  thrown  off,  and 
the  nation  behaved  as  a  mere  child  which 
btid  never  known  how  to  regulate  its  own 
actions.  These  di^aceful  acts  were  the 
penalty  which  must  be  paid  in  passing 
from  a  state  of  despotism  to  a  state  of 
freedom.  Such  a  penalty  was  paid  in 
France,  and  most  tremendous  it  was, 
owisg  to  the  long  course  of  antecedent 
despotism,  owing  to  Uttret  de  cachel,  to 
the  bastile,  and  to  the  freedom  from  tax- 
ation which  was  allowed  to  the  privileged 
classes.  But  if  we  looked  to  those 
who  were  descended  from  our  own  stock, 
wheo  they  had  thrown  off  the  yoke,  they  I 

Ersaented  the  apectacle  of  a  peaceful  and  ' 
onest  form  of  government.  He  was 
Baling  DMhing  in  ^vour  of  republics,  but 
this  circumstance  waa  enough  to  show  ' 
that  those  alone  to  whom  the  notions 
of  ftMdocD  had  been  transmitted  from 
«|M  btok,  G«uld  tt  onoe  be  expected  to 
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conform  themselves  to  their  new  situation, 
and  be  their  own  masters  with  grace  and 
dignity.  Hon.  Members  had  spoken  of 
the  sympathy  which  the  Spanish  nation 
felt  for  Don  Carlos.  If  so,  why  was  he 
shut  up  in  the  mountain  fastnesses,  which 
he  would  speedily  abandon  if  his  cause 
was  really  the  cause  of  the  people.  But 
when  he  came  to  ask  where  Don  Carlos 
obtained  his  resources,  he  was  sorry  lo  say 
that  he  procured  them  from  the  friends  of 
absolute  government  all  over  the  world. 
He  was  playing  the  slake  for  nearly  the 
last  absolute  monarchy  in  Europe,  and 
certainly  the  last  in  western  Europe,  and 
those  who  were  interested  in  the  event  of 
the  game  took  care  that  he  should  be 
enabled  to  play  it  with  the  greatest 
possible  advantage.  Smugglers  from 
France  supplied  him  with  all  the  muni- 
tions of  war.  When  he  considered  that 
the  greatest  changes  Id  the  constitution  of 
a  country,  as  had  been  lately  shown  in  our 
own  case  and  in  that  of  our  neighbour 
France,  could  be  carried  into  effect,  and  the 
public  peace  and  order  still  be  preserved, 
he  could  not  but  feel  inclined  to  favour 
the  cause  of  the  Queen,  and  he  must 
think  that  ultimately  the  whole  of  western 
Europe  would  come  under  the  influence 
of  constitutional  and  representative  go- 
vernments. Hon.  Members  might  call 
this  principle  a  disorder,  but  he  would  re- 
mind them  that  it  was  contagious  in  it^ 
character;  and  he  felt  confident  that  it 
would  extend  to  the  north  as  well  as  to  the 
west,  to  Poland  as  well  as  to  Italy,  and 
finally  spread  itself  over  the  whole  civilised 
world. 

Mr.  CyComutt  hoped  the  House  would 
give  him  credit  for  meaning  what  he  said, 
when  he  assured  them  that  ho  had  n    ' 


)«  of  trespassii^  at  any  length  upt 
indulgence.      But  he  could  not  alio 


their 

the  debate  to  conclude  without  calling  at- 
tention to  the  real  cause  of  the  diSerence  of 
opinion  existing  on  the  subject  now  under 
the  consideration  of  the  House.  The  real 
difference  was  that  between  the  principle 
of  absolutism  and  that  of  constitutional 
liberty.  Yet  there  was  not  one  word  of 
that  in  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Oxford,  because  the  cause  of 
Don  Carlos  was  that  of  absolutism,  and 
that  of  Christina  was  the  cause  of  constitu- 
tional liberty.  There  was  something 
unnatural  too  in  the  alliance  that  had  been 
fanned  in  sapport  of  the  cause  of  Don 
Carkw,    That   pritice  waa  m  much  of  a 
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Catholic,  that  he  had  arrived  at  the  stage 
which  thole  who  regard  Catholicity  as  bU' 
perBtition,  call  Popery.  And  yet  notwith- 
standing thig,  the  most  violent  No.popery 
men  in  this  country  had  rallied  round  his 
cause  By  this  conduct  they  showed,  at  all 
events,  that  their  oppontion  was  not  to  the 
abstract  principle  of  Popery,  but  to  Popery 
when  allied  to  liberal  inttitutiong.  They 
were  opposed  tn  Popery  in  Ireland — not 
because  it  was  Popery,  but  because  it  was 
just  now  wrapped  up  with  Liberality.  The 
cause  of  Christina,  though  it  was  the  cause 
of  free  institutions,  had  yet  been  disgraced 
by  atrocities  which  he  was  the  first  in  that 
House  to  condemn.  He  was  the  first  in 
that  House  to  denominate  Mina  a  monster 
for  his  atrocities — and  so  should  he  speak  of 
Zumalacarregui.  Was  there,  he  would  ask, 
any  man  in  that  House  who  would  stand 
up  to  defend  Don  Carlos  ?  to  defend  liim 
who  had  entered  into  that  treaty  which  was 
■o  much  for  his  advantage,  and  which  en- 
titled him  to  be  recognised  as  a  person  wlio 
could  be  treated  with  hy  the  British  Go- 
vernment, hut  who  was  still  guilty  of  the 
most  abominable  atrocities — murdering  and 
assassinating  the  British  subjects  who  hap- 
pened to  fall  into  his  power.  How  could 
any  Englishman  stand  up  after  that  and 
advocate  the  cause  of  such  a  man  ?  But 
he  hoped  a  day  of  retribution  was  coming, 
and  that  instead  of  going  to  Madrid,  Don 
Carlos  would  fall  into  the  hands  of  liis 
gallant  Friend,  General  Evans,  who,  how- 
ever, had  too  much  magnanimity  to  reta- 
liate hy  putting  him  to  death,  but  who 
would,  be  trusted,  treat  him  with  all  the 
contempt  of  forgiveness.  He  was  glad  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  had  not  so  far 
forgotten  the  principles  of  his  profession  as 
to  pretend  that  Don  Carlos  had  a  shadow  of  a 
legal  tirle  to  the  Crown  of  Spain.  The  ori- 
ginal principle  upon  which  Kings  in  that 
country  governed,  which  was  the  will  of  the 
people  by  which  they  were  appointed,  for  so 
long  a  time  as  they  ruled  for  the  advantage  of 
the  country — resulted  in  the  principle  of 
hereditary  succession;  and  in  this  females 
were  included  at  first,  as  well  as  males. 
Nor  was  there  any  salique  law  until  after 
the  Bourbon  invasion.  Even  llien  it  was 
much  qualified.  In  France  a  female  could 
not  succeed  at  all;  but  in  Spain  she  might, 
if  there  were  failure  of  male  issue  in  the 
first  and  second  line  of  succession.  And 
even  if  a  partial  salique  law  was  established 
in  Spain,  it  was  not  sanctioned  by  the 
Cortes,  but  by  the  Council  of  State ;  and 
the  opiuioiu  of  Uitt  bodf  were  not  taken  hy 


voting,  but  in  writing.  The  law  thus  in- 
troduced was  repealed  in  1787,  and  ag»n 
twice  by  Ferdinand.  Soon  after  the  fint 
time  he  did  so,  the  Act  by  which  it  was 
done  was  rescinded,  hut  soon  after  it  ym 
again  repealed;  and  thb  latter  Act  WM 
sanction^  by  the  Cortes.  But,  suppoiing 
that  he  hod  a  title,  what  kind  of  a  friena 
of  liberty  was  Carlos,  to  involve  the  countr7 
in  such  scenes  of  bloodshed  as  he  bad  done. 
He  thought  that  the  time  was  come  when 
it  was  the  general  opinion  of  enlightened 
men  that  the  man  who  would  "  wade 
through  slaughter  to  a  throne"  was  unfit 
to  reign.  He  was  supported  in  his  contevt 
by  those  who  from  ignorance  were  against 
good  government.  He  bad  that  species  of 
force  which  should  rather  be  celled  a  natural 
than  a  mond  force— that  species  of  force 
which  it  was  difficult  to  hunt  out  of  the 
mountains  in  which  it  had  taken  refuge, 
and  which  was  determined  not  to  descend 
to  the  plains.  No  doubt  it  was  the  duty  of 
a  soldier  to  act  with  prudence,  hut,  if  Don 
Carlos  possessed  that  strength  which  he  was 
said  to  have,  he  would  before  now  have 
been  at  Madrid.  Before  he  sat  down,  he 
could  not  help  adverting  to  a  rather  angu- 
lar circum.stance,  which  he  believed  wosiio 
secret — he  meant  the  proceedings  that  were 
going  on  at  the  Stock  Exchange.  A  num- 
ber of  persons  at  that  place  had  undertaken 
to  lend  the  Government  of  the  Queen  mo- 
ney, but  some  of  those  persons  had  deter- 
mined "  to  hedge,"  and  agreed  to  lend  a. 
sum  of  money  also  to  Don  Carlos.  He 
understood  that  Don  Carlos  was  to  have  a 
loon  of  1^^0,000^  to  assisthiminmurdering 
British  subjects;  and  if  ho  ever  got  to 
Madrid,  he  was  to  have  a  large  loan;  but 
if  he  did  not,  of  course  the  lenders  would 
lose  what  they  advanced.  Bv  this  means 
they  "  hedged"  as  to  the  Christinos  loan. 
Those  gentlemen  might  laugh  at  this  pro- 
ceeding, but  he  could  not  help  considering 
that  it  was  frightful  thus  to  traffic  in  hu- 
man binod.  These  proceedings  would  con- 
tinue, however,  as  long  as  Members  in  that 
House  lent  their  countenance  to  the  projects 
of  Don  Carlos.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Oxford  had  read  a  number  of  letters  from 
the  scene  of  warfare  in  Spain.  He  (Mr. 
O'Connell)  had  also  received  letters  from 
Vittoria — some  from  relations  of  his  own, 
who  had  gone  out  with  General  Evans, 
which  gave  a  very  difierent  account  of  the 
march  and  fight  from  that  given  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member.  He  know  the  writers 
of  sonic  of  these  letters  to  bo  incapable  i^ 
misrepresenting  the  truUi.    These  letWm 
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were  from  penons  who  were  remaining 
with  General  Evani'i  annj,  and  vho  were 
determined  to  continue  there  and  fight  it 
out.  These  were  not  the  penons  who  sent 
letters  to  the  newspapers  of  the  dirasters  of 
the  army,  and  who  probably  were  sitting 
at  their  firesides  at  Bayonne,  oi  other 
places,  while  writing  the  accounts  of  the 
honors  that  had  been  described.     He  was 

flad  to  think  that  the  Government  of  the 
luke  of  Wellington  considered  themselves 
bound  by  the  treaty,  and  that  the  present 
Government  were  determined  to  carry  out 
its  provluons ;  he  only  regretted  that  more 
■tienuoiia  assistance  was  not  rendered  to  the 
Spanish  Government.  He  did  not  think 
that  Don  Carlos  could  have  continued  to 
maintain  himself  in  the  mountainous  re- 
gions where  he  was  if  there  was  not  treason 
in  the  ChrisUnos  camp.  Even  if  there  was, 
it  would  be  an  extremely  difficult  task  for 
him  to  succeed.  At  any  rate,  he  was  sure 
that  the  brave  force  under  his  gallant 
Friend,  General  Evans,  would  never  dis- 
grace the  character  of  British  soldiers,  by 
sharing  in  any  part  of  the  atrocities  and 
cruelties  which  had  characterised  the  career 
of  Don  Carlos.  He  trusted  that  this 
cussion  would  show  the  country  that 
House  had  confidence  ia  the  Government, 
and  that  they  relied  upon  its  carrying  out 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaty.  He  would 
only  add,  if  the  hon.  Member  for  Oxford 
had  made  any  attempt  to  take  the  sense  of 
the  House  on  the  subject,  that  he  would 
have  found  that  Government  was  supported 
by  a  triumphant  majority. 

Sir  John  Elley  trusted  that  the  House 
would  afford  him  its  indulgence  while  he 
etitered  upon  a  few  observations  connected 
with  this  subject,  and  he  would  con' 
bimaeirto  the  military  view  of  what 
taking  place  in  Spain,  in  consequence  or 
the  division  which  tefl  this  country  under 
his  gallant  Friend  General  Evans  having 

Croceeded  thither.  He  should  commence 
is  observations  with  the  lar)dingor  the 
force  on  the  northern  shore  of  Spain.  On 
arriving  at  St.  Sebastian  ihey  found  the 
barrffcks  occupied  by  Spanish  troops,  but 
quarters  were  provided  for  them.  After 
a  short  stay  they  left  that  town,  to  recon- 
noitre fhe  forces  of  the  enemy,  in  com- 
pany with  some  Spanish  troops.  The  ad- 
vanced corps  was  composedof  someof  the 
best  troops  in  the  Spanish  army,  and  was 
followed  by  two  battalions  under  General 
Evans.  They  proceeded  as  far  as  Hernanl, 
a  town  about  three  miles  from  St.  Sebastian, 
60  tfas  Tolont  road,  and  baring  made  the 


reconnoissance,  they  returned.  They  next 
went  to  Bilboa,  and  there  they  found  good 
lodging,  good  provisions,  and  ample  op- 
portunities of  bringing  the  men  into  a 
state  or  discipline.  Unfortunately  those 
opportunities  were  not  sufficiently  im- 
proved, and  the  consequence  was,  that 
finding  no  other  mode  of  punishment 
effectual,  they  were  obliged  to  resort  to  a 
punishment  which  we  must  all  dislike, 
which  we  must  all  reprobate,  and  more 
especially  his  gallant  Friend,  To  each 
battalion  was  appointed  a  provost- marshal. 
He  had  a  drummer,  a  Serjeant,  a  corporal, 
and  six  file  of  men.  The  duty  of  tbia 
provost- marshal  was  the  exercise  of 
absolute  power,  and  if  he  found  any  man 
who,  in  his  opinion,  was  acting  out  of  the 
strict  lineofdiscipline.without  further  cere- 
mony he  was  to  tie  him  up,  and  give  him 
a  couple  of  dozen.  This  punishment  and 
these  powers  were  absolutely  necessary. 
Tor  the  troops  were  not  to  be  brought  under 
subjection  by  any  other  means.  After 
remaining  some  time  at  Bilboa,  where, 
on  the  arrival  of  General  Evans's  battalion, 
(here  were  stationed  15,000  Spaniards 
under  the  command  of  Espartero,  the 
latter  gave  up  the  garrison  to  General 
Evans,  and  the  Spanish  troops  under 
Espartero  marched  on  towards  Vittoria. 
Now,  the  House,  or  at  least  the  military 
Members  of  it,  would  suppose  that  in  an 
afTair  of  such  a  nature  as  this  march, 
under  the  circumstances  attending  it,  and 
(he  situation  of  the  country,  that  all  the 
precautions  of  war  would  have  been  taken. 
These  precautions  were,  however,  in  fact, 
wholly  omitted,  and  the  consequence  was, 
that  before  Espartero  and  his  column  had 
proceeded  seven  miles  from  Bilboa  into 
the  mountains  occupied  by  the  Carlists, 
they  were  resisted  with  such  force  and 
spirit  that  they  were  compelled  to  retreat 
towards  Bilboa,  and  to  call  upon  General 
Evans  and  his  small  force  to  aid  and  pro- 
tect the  15,000  Spaniards,  under  Espar- 
tero, who  had  gone  forth,  in  short  they 
came  back  with  the  Carlists  at  their 
heels  in  Bilboa,  into  which  town  the 
Carlists  remained  firing  for  upwards  of 
an  hour  and  a  half.  Before  the  march 
commencing,  it  was  worthy  of  remark 
that  Espartero  had  sent  two  battalions 
of  his  force  in  flank  on  parallel  roads 
with  the  line  of  march,  and  it  would 
naturally  be  supposed  that  after  being  dis- 
comfltted  in  the  manner  he  (SirJ.  Elley] 
bad  dwcribed,  Espartero  woold  haT«  teat 
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to  thoH  two  flank  battalioos  orders  to 
retreat,  but  instead  of  doing  so  the  two 
unfortunate  bsltaliona  received  no  orders, 
and  were  consequently  cut  off  from  re- 
treat by  the  Carlists,  and  were  left  only 
to  oliooie  between  two  evils — 6rst,  to 
contend  with  tbe  superior  force  of  tbeit 
opponents,  the  Carlists;  or  to  swim  the 
Durango,  a  river  of  considerable  width  and 
of  great  swiftness  of  current.  The  batta- 
lions thus  cut  off  from  retreat  cbose  the 
latter  alternalitre,  namely,  that  of  swlm- 
ming  the  Durango,  and  no  less  than  1,400 
peraons  perished  in  the  attempt.  Shortly 
afterwards  the  1 5,000  Spanish  troops  left 
tlie  garrison  of  Bilboa  in  the  sole  posieB> 
iion  of  General  Evans.     No  lengthened 

Eriod  elapsed,  however,  before  that  gal- 
it  Officer  and  the  troops  under  hia  com- 
mand were  ordered  to  advance  from 
Bilboa  towards  Viitoria.  Now,  did  the 
gallant  Gaoeral  take  the  nearest  line  of 
route,  namely,  by  Durango  ?  No,  he  did 
not;  and  wbyt  Because  he  knew  the 
Carlists  occupied  the  passes  on  that  route, 
and  it  was  therefore  that  he  took  another 
road — that  by  Portug alette.  Even  there 
the  CarlisU  met  him.  Did  he  bring 
them  to  action?  No:  be  knew  better 
«  general  action  wu  not  his  object.  He, 
however,  struggled  to  proceed  towards 
Vittoria,  because  such  were  his  orders  ; 
and  he  mentioned  thia  to  dtaabuse  the 
public  mind  with  reference  to  these  mat- 
ten.  In  a  word.  General  Evans  did  not 
attack  or  attempt  to  force  any  place  he 
found  occupied  by  the  opposing  parly, 
because  be  had  received  positive  orders 
not  to  do  so.  He  found  himself  beset  on 
all  sides,  and  then  came  the  question  to 
his  mind,  how  was  he  to  rescue  himself 
and  those  under  hia  command  in  a  aitua- 
tioD  of  ao  much  difficulty  ?  He  retrograded 
his  forc£,  and  returned  iuto  a  mountain 
pus,  which  took  him  over  a  very  extensive 
range  of  country,  a  country  of  a  roost 
difficult  nature  and  character,  and  here  it 
waa  that  the  fatigue  of  the  British  legion 
first  took  place.  What  waa  the  object,  he 
tnust  atop  to  inquire,  of  the  Britiah  legion 
crossing  this  dreadful  line  of  country — for 
auch  it  waa  well  known  to  be  by  those  who 
were  acquainted  with  its  description  and 
character  ?  Why,  he  could  state  that  the 
otyect  was  to  gain  a  particular  road  from 
the  coast  towards  Durango,  which  opened 
to  Vittoria.  The  British  legion,  under 
the  command  of  General  Evana,  came  out 
ftjih  three  i*j»'  provutons,  tod  they  wen 
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so  improfident  as  to  consume  those  three 
days'  provisions  in  nne  day.  The  conse- 
quence, as  might  be  naturally  supposed, 
was,  that  on  the  second  day  hunger  made 
rapid  strides,  especially  in  a  country  un- 
provided  with  every  necessarv  of  life.  The 
third  day  tbe  result  was  atili  worse ;  but 
General  Evans,  like  a  good  soldier,  gained 
with  his  troops  the  road  he  (Sir  J.  Elley)had 
already  described,  and  by  a  forced  march 
of  thirty-five  miles  preceded  the  course  of 
the  force  designed  to  have  also  intercepted 
that  passage.  General  Evans,  however, 
succeeded,  and  be  entered  Brivieaca — a 
strong  place,  and  fully  equal  to  tbe  recep- 
tion of  the  troops  under  bis  command, 
and  where,  from  fatigue,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  them  to  halt.  So  great  bad 
been  the  futigue  and  hardships  the  menhad 
experienced,  that  many  threw  away  their 
knapsacks  on  the  march.  The  anxiety  of 
mind,  added  to  personal  fatigue,  on  tbe 
part  of  General  Evans,  was  auch  ea  to 
confine  him  tobiabed  for  six  or  seven  daya. 
When  the  legion  was,  however,  again  pre- 
pared to  move,  ihey  succeeded  in  gaining 
the  high  road  to  Miranda  del  Ebro.  On 
crossing  the  Ebro,  the  Carlists  occapied 
one  of  tbe  banks  of  the  river,  near  the 
bridge  by  which  the  passage  was  to  be 
effected  ;  General  Cordova  came  up  vith 
the  Spaniarda,  and  covered  the  movement 
of  General  Evans's  troops.  Eventually, 
however.  General  Evans  arrived  at  Vittoria, 
and  there  he  (Sir  John  Elley)  undentood 
he  and  hia  troops  were  well  accommo- 
dated; but  unhappily  the  march  from 
Bilboa,  to  which  he  had  adverted,  hud  then 
laid  the  foundation  of  succeeding  and  cod- 
aequent  sickness  amon^  tbe  troops,  and, 
however  reports  which  had  gone  forth 
might  be  supposed  to  be  exaggerated  as  to 
the  state  of  General  Evans's  corps,  yet  ha 
(Sir  John  Ellej)  much  feared  that  the 
hospitals  were  now  much  more  crowded 
than  the  ranks.  He  lamented  to  slate  this, 
because  his  ambition  was, that  British  troops 
— he  cared  not  under  whose  command,  he 
cared  not  for  what  object  they  might 
serve — should  always  succeed  in  any  im- 
portant undertaking  that  might  call  for 
their  best  exertions.  He  trusted  the  House 
would  allow  him  permission  to  advert  to 
the  observations  which  fell  last  night  from 
an  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  not  now 
present  (Mr.  Roebuck),  on  the  subject  of 
corporal  punishment — a  o&alter  to  which 
he  (Sir  John  Elley)  had  already  addressed 
binMelf.    Tbe   oMerration   waa  to  lbs 
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effect  that  the  French  could  dratinguish 
on  the  field  of  aUin  the  English  soldi 
from  those  of  every  other  nation  by  the 
mtrka  on  their  back.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Bath  had  declared  his 
ignorance  of  the  fact,  and  he  (Sir  John 
Elley)  begged  to  inquire  whence  ihe  hon. 
and  learned  Member  derived  hia  informa- 
tion. The  Home  would  perhaps  be  sur- 
prised to  learn  that  the  information  camt 
from  a  French  serjeant — from  a  penny 
publication  by  that  serjeant;  but  who 
that  serjeant  was,  or  whether  he  ever  wai  a 
serjeant,  the  House  had  not  been  informed ; 
but  he  would  venture  to  say  that  the  au- 
thor, whether  serjeant  or  not,  had  never 
seen  a  field  of  battle,  and  he  ventured  to 
aay  that  a  greater  libel  on  the  British 
amty,  or  a  more  unfounded  statement, 
neverissued  from  the  mouth  or  pen  of  man. 
The  statement  was  of  so  exaggerated  a 
character  as  to  defeat  the  purpose  of  its 
anlhor.  He  was  but  an  humble  individual. 
though  he  had  participated  in  several  hard- 
fought  actions.  He  had  witnessed  many 
an  ensanguined  field,  and  he  would  state 
that  it  was  impossible  that  any  French- 
man could  refer  to  such  an  index  as  that 
stated  to  discover  the  number  of  British 
riain  ;  and  this  for  the  best  of  all  reasoni 
—namely,  that  afler  an  action  the  French- 
men invariably  got  away  as  fast  as  possi- 
ble :  the  French  af^er  defeat  never  stop- 
ped to  examine  either  the  front  or  the 
rear  of  their  enemies.  But  there  was 
anolher  good  reason  why  the  statement 
made  by  this  French  serjeant  was  un- 
founded, and  that  was  the  fact  that  there 
existed  no  necessity  to  strip  a  British 
soldier  to  discover  his  nation,  for  he  we 
throughout  the  war  distinguished  by  th 
colour  of  that  uniform  which  covered  the 
hearts  of  many  brave  men,  who  met  luc- 
cessfnllj  and  defeated  the  most  formidable 
legions  that  ever  crossed  the  frontiers  of 
France.  Was  it  then  necessary  for 
Frenchmen,  in  order  to  know  the  nation 
their  opponents  served,  to  strip  the 
British  soldier  of  the  uniform,  the  colour 
of  which  they  had  ever  quailed  at? 
He  hoped  that  what  he  had  just  now  said 
would  have  the  eSect  of  disabusing  the 
public  mind  of  the  many  false  impressions 
which  had  been  sent  forth  from  this  House 
OB  the  subject  of  military  punishments. 
He  now,  however,  came  back  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  British  legion  under  Ge- 
neral Evans.  After  remaining  some  time 
It  Vittoria,   the  Fnocb  legion  arrived 


there— a  body  disciplined  in  Algiers,  and 
of  a  very  different  composition,  from  Ihe 
British  legion.  The  French  legion  was 
composed  of  Germans,  French,  some  Poles, 
and  a  few  Englishmen,  but  in  point  of 
discipline  and  composition  it  was  held  to 
be  invidious  to  put  the  force  under  Gen. 
Evans  in  comparison  with  this  corps,  than 
which  no  better  men  could  possibly  he 
put  under  arms.  He  repeated  that  it 
would  be  invidious  to  put  such  a  body  of 
men  in  comparison  with  those  who  had 
undergone  a  forced  march  of  the  distress- 
ing and  most  fatiguing  description,  to 
which  he  had  already  adverted.  The  Spa-> 
niards,  though  a  brave,  were  a  jealous  na- 
tion i  they  had  never  shown  any  afiection 
for  their  best  friends — they  forgot  that 
they  owed  their  country  as  a  nation  to  th« 
success  of  a  British  army,  and,  as  in  most 
cases  of  ordinary  life,  they,  as  a  nation, 
were  regardless  of  gratitude  for  favours 
conferred.  On  the  16lh  of  January  last 
it  appeared,  however,  that  the  British 
legion  moved  from  Vittoria  for  the  purpose 
of  joining  in  [he  attack  upon  the  Carlials. 
Now  out  of  Vittoria  (here  were  three  roads 
towards  the  North.  He  spoke  from  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  district,  for  he  knew 
every  inch  of  the  ground,  inasmuch  as  out 
of  Vittoria  he  had  followed  with  the  Bri- 
tish army,  during  the  war, the  Frencb,who 
retreated  with  such  expediiioa,  that  so  far 
from  stopping  (as  the  French  serjeant 
would  say)  to  strip  and  examine  the 
backs  of  the  English,  they  lefl  between 
600  and  700  carriages  behind  tbem  near 
the  town,  containing  the  great  portion  of 
the  plunder  they  had  taken  in  it.  He  re- 
peated that  there  were  three  roads,  two  of 
them  leading  towards  France,  and  the 
other  towards  Durango.  The  right  and 
centre  roads  were  occupied  by  the  Carltsts, 
and  the  rond  to  the  left  by  Generals  Evans 
and  Espartero,  Oeneral  Evans,  on  that 
occasion,  succeeded  in  every  part  of  the 
duty  he  was  ordered  to  execute,  and  with 
bis  force  crossed  three  bridges,  and  took 
up  a  good  position;  but,  strange  to  say, 
the  right  and  centre  columns,  the  one 
under  Cordova  on  the  Tolosa  road,  ^e 
other  under  Espartero  on  the  road  leading 
by  the  left  to  Villareal,  both  retreated  with- 
out any  communication  of  the  fact  being 
made  to  General  Evans.  And  what  waa 
the  result?  Why  nearly  the  loss  of  hia 
e  corps.  There  was  DO  fault  to  bo 
attributed  to  General  Evans.  He,  how- 
aver,  temaiDed  ia  th«  poiilJOD  bo  bwl 
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Ulcen  KDtil  the  20th  of  January,  without 
the  supphes  that  were  absolutely  necei- 
■ary  to  the  forces  under  his  command — 
those  forces  exposed  to  bad  weather  dur- 
ing a  most  inclement  season — without 
any  coTenng;  under  which  the  men  could 
go ;  and  eventually  he  fell  back,  and  re- 
ported to  General  Cordova  what  he  had 
done.  This  was  the  first  communication 
that  passed  between  Generals  Evans  and 
Cordova  after  leaving  Vitloria.  Here  it 
was  that  the  seeds  of  fulure  schisms  were 
sown,  and  to  this  these  schisms  might  be 
traced.  He  was  sorryto  find  that  unplea- 
sant feelings  had  arisen  oa  this  point  in 
the  mind  of  General  Evans,  who,  h?  wos 
sure,  left,  wiih  his  companions  in  arms, 
this  country  with  perfect  honour  to  them- 
selves, and  with  the  best  wishes  for  sue- 
cess  in  the  breasts  of  their  fellow-country' 
men.  Those  oflScers  under  General  Evans 
who  had  served  in  ihe  regular  army,  had 
had  a  most  severe  task  to  perform,  inas- 
much as  another  person,  besides  Genera) 
Evans,  a  Spaniard  of  some  rank,  had  ap- 
pointed other  ofBcers  to  the  British  legion 
without  General  Evans's  sanction  or  con- 
currence ;  indeed,  some  individuals  had 
been  appointed  who  were  so  unacquainted 
with  military  matters  aa  scarcely  to  know 
on  which  side  their  swords  were  to  dangle. 
As  to  the  effect  on  Spanish  aETiiirs  of  the 
efforts  of  the  British  legion,  and  the  sub- 
ject in  that  respect  generally,  he  left  it  to 
others  to  de»l  with  that  question.  He 
should,  however,  have  wished,  that  if  any 
interference  in  the  affairs  of  Spain  had 
been  made  to  slop  the  effusion  of  blood, 
and  to  lead  to  the  termination  of  the  con- 
test— if,  in  a  word,  the  interference  was 
justifiable — he  should  have  hoped  that  it 
would  have  been  made  in  a  way  calculated 
to  make  en  impression.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  opposite  had  paid  a 
high  compliment  to  the  British  army,  by 
Baying  that  three  battalions  of  British  re- 
gular troops  would  set  all  at  rest  in  Spain. 
Now  he  (Sir  John  Elley)  after  aome  eipe- 
rieoce,  would  say  that  ten  timea  three 
battalions  were  necessary,  for  he  was  satis- 
fied, that  without  a  great  preponderating 
force,  no  good  could  be  effected.  In  a 
word,  if  by  the  scale  of  assistance  af- 
folded,  that  assistance  only  played  second 
in  the  concert  of  arms,  the  British  troops 
would  be  paralysed  for  want  of  accordance 
on  the  part  of  those  of  Spain.  He  had 
hoped  that  the  Government  would  inter- 
f«a  in  a  waj  becomiDi  that  dignity  which 


the  world  admitted  thia  country  to  p 
amongst  nations,  and  that  thus  theaangai- 
nary  war  would  have  been  brought  to  a 
termination.  He  trusted  also  that  General 
Evana  would  not  be  reinforced  by  mere 
dribblets,  by  which  no  beneficial  result 
could  possibly  be  attained.  On  a  former 
occasion,  during  the  last  Session,  he  had 
told  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  to  look 
well  to  the  sinews  of  war— in  other  words, 
to  look  to  six  months'  pay  well  secured  in 
the  treasury  chest.  His  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  said  thereon  smilingly,  that  two 
months'  pay  would  answer  every  purpose, 
for  that  at  all  events  he  could  look  to  Spa- 
nish treasure.  He  (Sir  John  Elley)  had 
responded,  that  aa  soon  as  blood  could  be 
extracted  from  a  post,  so  soon  the  miracle 
of  reaching  Spanish  treasure  would  be 
worked  out.  Results  had  occurred  in  con- 
firmation of  his  views,  for  he  found  that  Jo 
November  last  the  estimates  sent  for  a 
month's  pay  then  due  amounted  to  1,300/. 
and  that  all  advanced  to  liquidate  that 
amount  from  the  military  chest  was  250f, 
He  feared  he  bad  been  too  diffuse  on  the 
present  occasion,  but  he  trusted  he  had  not 
made  a  single  observation  at  all  calculated 
to  give  pain  to  any  individual.  He  had 
no  such  intention  when  he  rose,  and  he 
hoped  he  had  not  strayed  so  as  to  hurt  tbe 
feelings  of  any  person  in  the  world. 

Colonel  Tbompton  said,  that  as  an 
officer  in  his  Majesty's  service,  and  he 
believed  he  might  say,  without  risk  of 
error,  holding  also  a  place  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  British  legion  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  for  his  insertion  in  the  list  bad 
only  been  delayed  by  accidental  circum- 
stances, he  wished  to  offer  some  observa- 
tions to  the  House.  He  could  not  bat 
thank  the  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  who 
had  just  sat  down  for  the  courtesy  with 
which  he  had  dealt  with  this  question. 
Having,  he  believed,  access  to  as  com- 
plete information  on  every  thing  connected 
with  the  British  legion  as  any  man  in  this 
country,  he  should  endeavour,  with  equal 
courtesy,  to  make  some  statements  is 
reply.  The  first  appearance  of  the  l^ion 
before  the  enemy  was  at  Hernani.  Thare 
were  always  difficulties  in  deciding  when 
and  how  a  new-raised  force  should  be 
brought  before  the  enemy.  If  it  was  not 
brought  at  all,  the  question  was  asked, 
how  it  waa  ever  to  learn  ;  and  if  it  was 
brought,  there  was  always  a  danger  of 
failure.  At  Hernani  the  legion  was  brought 
before  a  poiiUon  which  wh  found  Uo 
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strong,  ftnd  it  consequently  retreated,  fol- 
lowed closely  by  (he  enemy.  Wai  this  a 
thing  of  which  the  like  had  never  been 
heard  before?  At  that  moment  no  part 
of  the  legion  bad  been  formed  above  two 
months ;  and  the  wonder  was,  not  that 
they  lost  ten  or  twenty  men  in  the  retreat, 
but  that  they  got  back  without  serious 
logs.  There  certainly  had,  as  was  stated 
by  the  commander  in  his  account,  been 
some  degree  of  misadventure  or  misun- 
derstanding at  Hernani.  An  officer  who 
was  in  the  action  wrote  to  him  (Colonel 
Thompson)—"  We  had  a  trinity  of  ge- 
nerals, and  I  am  afraid  not  a  trinity  in 
unity."  Was  this  the  first  time  complaint 
had  been  made  of  mischief  arising  from 
the  same  cause  ?  The  nesl  time  any  part 
of  the  legion  was  in  action  was  at  Bilboa. 
A  Spanish  division  of  15,000  men  left 
BilboB,  and  was  driven  back.  The 
British  legion  was  brought  to  support  the 
retreat  of  the  Spaniards;  and  a  part  of 
one  regiment  attacked  the  enemy  with  the 
bayonet,  and  drove  him  back  with  losa. 
After  this  the  retreat  was  uninterrupted. 
The  same  officer  he  had  mentioned  wrote 
to  him  thus: — "Our  regiment  brought 
up  the  rear,  but  nobody  attacked  us." 
From  Bilboa  General  Evans  proceeded  to 
Briviesca ;  but  instead  of  losing  three  or 
four  thousand  men  in  the  defiles  between 
that  place  and  Bilboa,  he  had  taken  a 
circuit,  and  arrived  at  his  point  without 
being  interrupted  by  the  enemy.  Since 
when  had  a  general  been  bound  to 
ask  an  enemy's  leave  for  avoiding  engag- 
ing his  troops  at  a  disadvantage?  So 
convinced  bad  he  (Colonel  Thompson) 
been  upon  this  point,  and  he  was  proud 
to  find  his  opinion  confirmed  by  the 
practice  of  General  Evans,  that  he  had 
written  to  an  officer  of  his  acquaintance 
in  the  legion,  ■■  You  must  not  allow  the 
Carlisla  to  come  in  contact  with  you ;  if 
you  go  round  by  Corunna  for  it,"  From 
Vittoria,  n  general  movement  had  been 
directed  in  advunce.  The  British  legion 
(which  occupied  the  right,  and  not  the 
left,  MS  the  gallant  General,  ptobably 
through  a  verbal  error,  had  slated)  did 
everyihing  it  was  directed  to  do.  The 
enemy  (and  he  did  not  mean  anything 
dprogotory  to  their  military  conduct)  had 
everywhere  retired  as  the  legion  advanced. 
But  the  Spanish  general  on  the  left,  for 
reasons  assigned  in  his  own  report,  had 
fallen  back,  which  necessarily  obliged  the 
legion  to  do  the  same.    Something  bad 
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been  said  to  the  House,  from  a  civil  not  a 
military  authority,  about  a  fog.  Now, 
fogs  affected  all  parties ;  and  military 
men  could  not  agree,  that  the  credit  of  a 
corps  was  ruined  and  gone,  because  there 
happened  to  be  a  fog.  The  truth  was,  that 
the  fog  was  in  favour  of  attacks  on  the  re- 
treating force  ;  and  the  proof  was  that  part 
of  the  Algerine  legion  had  been  so  attacked 
at  great  disadvantage,  and  nothing  but  the 
courage  of  that  gallant  body  of  foreigners 
preserved  them  from  destruction.  The 
policy  of  afiurding  the  Spanish  government 
assistance  in  the  particular  mode  pursued 
had  been  questioned  ?  but  he  (Colonel 
Thompson)  saw  two  reasons  which  were  to 
him  convincing  in  support  of  it.  The  one 
was  that  the  Spanish  nation,  from  a  feeling 
of  national  pride,  objected  to  receive 
assistance  in  any  other  way.  They  desired 
that  the  troops  which  should  assist  them 
should  be  in  their  service,  not  lent  ihem 
by  the  kindness  of  another  government. 
That  this  was  a  practice  not  inconsistent 
with  British  notions  of  national  honour 
there  was  abundant  proof.  Had  the  House 
never  heard  of  Corsican,  Hanoverian, 
Swiss,  and  other  regiments  in  the  service 
and  pay  of  England?  Had  the  national 
honour  ever  been  questioned  in  conse- 
quence of  such  employment  of  foreign 
troops?  The  other  reason  which  con- 
vinced him  (Colonel  Thompson)  of  the 
expediency  of  this  mode  of  assisting  the 
Spaniards  was,  that  it  enabled  this  coun- 
try to  afford  the  assistance  while  another 
country  paid  for  it.  Had  battalions  of  the 
regular  army  been  sent,  instead  of  the 
forces  under  the  command  of  General 
Evans,  the  British  nation  must  have  paid 
the  expense.  U  had  been  urged  that  the 
men  composing  the  legion  were  of  n  bad 
class,  but  he  (Colonel  Thompson)  bad 
found  the  reverse  to  be  the  case.  What 
proof  was  there  that  the  men  who  had 
enlisted  to  form  that  legion  did  not 
belong  to  precisely  the  same  class  as  that 
from  which  the  soldiers  of  the  line  were 
drawn?  Many  of  them  were  respectable 
tradesmen's  sons,  who  had  embarked  in 
the  expedition  from  apolitical  feeling  for 
the  Spanish  cause.  He  had  heard  some- 
thing said  about  "  characters"  and  "  lust 
of  plunder."  Now  there  was  no  rule  more 
clear  than  that  whoever  made  a  charge 
against  gallant  men  in  their  absence  was 
bound  to  prove  it,  or  submit  to  the  impu- 
tation of  having  made  an  unfounded 
chaise.  What  had  the  t^on  done?   Had 
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Lord  Mohan,  having  been  aeveral  tiow* 
meDtioned  in  the  courie  of  the   debate, 
and   taking  the  strongett  iatereit  in  tb» 
queition,  hoped   the  House   would  alloiv 
him  to  make  a  few  observationi.     He  mnst 
Bay  in  the  firit  place,  that  he  adhered  to 
all  thoie  opinioQi  which  he  had  expressed, 
when  on  a  former  occasion   he  had   ad- 
dretsed  the  House  oa  this  subject.     Nay 
more,  he  ventured  to  think,  that  experience 
had  confirmed  his  anticipations,  to  far  as 
experieace  had  yet  gone.    He  had  said 
that   [he  force   then  about  to  be  raised 
would  be  inadequate  to  its  object.     He 
asked  now  had  that  object  been  attained  ? 
He  had  said  (hat  the  result  of  the  expe- 
dition would  not  be  found  to  redound  to 
the  glory  of  the  British  arms.     Had  any, 
even  the  smallest,  exploit  been  achieved  f 
He  had  anticipated  the  suffering  and  pri- 
vations to  which  the  gallant  ofHcerand  hie 
troops  would  be   exposed,  and  he  found 
the  reality  to  exceed  his  worst  anticipa- 
tions.    He  had  predicted  that  this  expedi- 
tion would  not  increase  the  influence  and 
reputation    of  this  counliy    with  Foreign 
Powers.     And  how  stood  the  case  in  that 
respect  ?     Need  he  seek  any  Other  answer 
than  that  which  he  had  received  from  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  (Palmerston),  with 
respect  to  the  tWenty-seven  prisoners  at 
Santander.     How  low  the  power  of  the 
English  Government  must  be  in  the  esti- 
mation of  other  governments,    when  even 
that  Qovernment  which  we  were  so  lavishly 
assisting  with  blood  and  treasure — to  which 
such   vast  supplies  of  stores   were  daily 
pouring,  when  even  that  Government  re- 
fused the  noble  Lord  the  trifling  boon  for 
which  he  applied  on  the  1st  of  September. 
It  was  a  trifling  boon  to  ask  as  regarded 
Spain,  but  the  refusal  was  by  no  means  so 
trifling  to  us  i   it  involved  the  interests  of 
humanity:   it  involved,  at  least  afier  the 
application  was  once  made,  the  honour  of 
the  English  name.     Now  he  contended 
that  the  failure  of  the  application  of  the 
noble  Lord  to  the  Spanish  government  in 
the  instance  adverted  to,  was  a  most  me- 
lancholy proof  of  the  want  of  influence  of 
his  Majesty's  Government,  with  a  govern- 
ment which  under  present  circumstances 
he  could    scarcely   call  an    independent 
government.      He  would   not  follow  the 
hon.  and  gallant   Oflicers  who   had  last 
addressed  the  House,  through  the  military 
details  into  which  they  had  entered.     He 
was  incompetent  to  such  a  task,  and  tbere- 
foie  he  should  confine  himieir  to  the  poli- 


they  plundered,  as  it  wai  certain  the  old 
army  did  at  Badajos  ?  Had  they  ravished, 
as  there  was  but  too  much  reason  to  ap- 
prehend the  old  army  had  done  at  St 
Sebastian  T  Where  was  the  proof  that 
any  single  officer  or  soldier  had  miscon- 
ducted himself  in  any  way  ?  If  ofBcer  or 
man  had  misconducted  themselves,  let 
them  be  laid  on  the  floor  of  the  House- 
let  their  names  be  put  upon  the  Table.  If 
this  was  not  done,  he  hoped,  for  the  credit 
of  the  House,  that  no  more  would  be 
heard  of  charges  of  this  kind,  which  only 
proved  that  the  legion  was  an  object  of 
political  animosity.  He  lamented  as  much 
as  any  man  the  cruel  mode  in  which  the 
war  was  carried  on ;  but  it  arose  out  of  a 
horrible  law,  not  peculiar  to  Spain,  aC' 
cording  to  which  every  gallant  man  who 
fails  in  civil  warfare  is  doomed  to  death. 
That  barbarous  law,  be  it  recollected,  was 
carried  into  full  effect  in  this  civilised 
country  only  forty  years  ago,  at  the 
period  of  the  Irish  rebellion.  For  his 
own  part,  he  was  ready  to  declare,  as  a 
soldier,  that  he  never  would  act  as  an 
executioner  on  such  occasions;  but  why 
should  Spaniards  be  ao  harshly  blamed 
for  doing  that  which  had  at  a  former 
period  been  dons  by  generals  within  our 
own  kingdom?  There  was  a  moment 
when  a  stop  might  have  been  put  to  these 
cruelties  in  Spain.  A  corps  was  la  that 
country  which  would  have  delighted  to 
rescue  the  Carlist  prisoners  from  the 
bayonets  of  their  Chriitino  enemies,  had 
not  an  atrocious  decree  been  issued,  di- 
reeling  th^t  every  Englishman  taken  in 
battle  should  be  shot.  The  reproach  of 
cold-blooded  cruelty  would  ever  attach  to 
the  memory  of  >he  individual  from  whom 
that  decree  proceeded ;  and  he  (Colonel 
Thooipion(  iiill  muled,  that  that  great 
criminal  would  die  the  death  of  a  common 
felon  on  a  tree.  Then  only  would  the 
outraged  feelings  of  civilised  Europe  be 
satisfied.  Was  this  a  lime  for  raising  up 
the  question,  whether  royal  birth  gave 
license  to  ipor)  with  the  blood  of  low- 
born men  1  Within  the  walls  of  the 
House  of  Commons  the  nation  had  once 
been  roused  to  fury  by  ihe  mutilated  head 
of  a  single  Oiiiish  subject,  deprived  of  its 
members  through  the  cruelly  of  a  Spanish 
governor.  Would  the  nation  be  more 
passive  now,  when  the  "  deliberate  mur- 
der" of  numerous  British  subjects  had 
been  authenticated  under  ministerial 
handt? 
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tie«l  point!  which  hid  besn  touched  npaa 
in  the  earlier  part  of  the  debate.  Tlia 
real  qusBtioo  was  limited  to  very  naTrow 
grounds.  It  was  limply  thii,  whether  oi 
not  the  Spaoiah  people  had  not  alwayi 
thowD  lucD  abhorrence  of  foreign  interfer- 
ence in  their  internal  sITairs  ai  to  render 
that  interference  more  detrimental  than 
beneficial  to  the  cause  in  favour  of  which 
it  was  exerted?  This  feeling  had  at  all 
tiroes  and  on  every  occasion  that  he  knew 
of  been  evinced  in  a  remarkable  degree  by 
the  people  of  Spain,  When  the  hon. 
Member  for  St.  Alban'a  adduced  ISO 
a  precedent  to  the  contrary,  he  was  guilty 
of  a  fallacy  unworthy  hii  acute  mind.  It 
was  true  that  the  Spaniih  people  had  alwayi 
shown  great  gratitude  for  the  assistance 
they  hsd  received  againat  a  foreign  enemy, 
and  this  was  exemplified  when  this  country 
united  with  them  in  1808  against  the  in- 
vasion of  Buonaparte.  But  when  we 
had  stepped  in,  not  to  aid  the  nation 
a(*aingt  another  nation— but  to  asiiat 
one  faction  against  another  faction — then 
the  result  had  been  national  animoiitj 
against  us.  Interference  in  the  internal 
eSaira  of  Spain  was  attempted  at  the 
period  of  the  war  of  the  succession,  but 
what  was  then  the  obsertation  of  Lord 
Peterborough  ?  Why,  he  declared  that 
not  the  whole  power  of  England  would  be 
able  to  subduB  the  spirit  which  it  had 
aroused  throughout  Castile.  And  whet 
was  the  result  of  that  war?  Why  final 
failure.  He  maintained  that,  however 
grateful  the  people  of  Spain  might  be  for 
the  aid  given  to  them  when  at  war  with 
Foreign  Powers,  they  never  could  endure 
the  assistance  that  was  given  to  one  faction 
against  another  in  their  own  country.  If 
the  government  of  the  Queen  was  not 
supported  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
Spanish  people,  what  right  had  we  to  prop 
it  by  foreign  bayonets  1  If  that  govern- 
ment, on  the  contrary,  was  supported  bya 
large  majority,  he  asked  whether  the 
physical  force  of  a  majority  could  not 
always  put  down  any  insurrection  that 
might  he  got  up  by  a  small  minority? 
Could  it  not  do  so  in  all  cases  where  the 
majority  proceeded  on  just  end  reasonable 
principles— where  it  did  not  begin  a  system 
of  ex  term  (nation — where  it  bad  not  such 
merciless  and  bloody  generals  as  Mina 
and  Rodil.  He  maintained  that  the  course 
which  his  Majesty's  Government  had  taken 
was  not  consistent  with  the  interest  or 
honour  of  Eoglaod.    If  we  were  determined 


to  assist  the  government  of  Spain— thi 
friendly  government  which  would  not  gran 
us  even  the  liberty  of  twenty-seven  pri' 
■onen— that  vigorous  government  whoas 
vigour  had  lately  been  con6ned  to  burning 
of  villages  and  massacres  of  prisoners— if 
we  were  so  deterniiiied,  surely  that  assist- 
ance should  be  limited  to  the  means  painted 
out  by  the  Quadruple  Treaty.  He  must 
say,  that  he  for  one  recognised  (hat  treaty; 
he  was  prepared  most  fully  and  moat 
honourably  to  carry  out  all  its  stipulations, 
and  he  hoped  no  Government  which  might 
exist  in  this  country  would  ever  do  other- 
wise than  respect  the  treatiee  which  had 
been  entered  into  by  their  predecessors  with 
foreign  powers.  But  he  took  his  stand  on 
that  treaty  and  its  additional  articles.  He 
would  not  consent  to  move  one  jotbevond 
them.  By  the  course  which  had  been  adopt- 
ed, had  not  British  subjects  been  induced  to 
attempt  that  which  the  Britlah  Government 
did  not  wish  themselves  to  achieve?  It 
was,  he  contended,  lowering  the  characters 
of  Englishmen  to  allow  them  as  a  body  to 
serve  tinder  any  banner  but  thatof  their  own 
Kingand  Country.  Throughout  the  wbolaof 
the  debate,  nut  a  single  word  had  been  said 
about  the  evils  which  had  occurred  ia 
other  parts  of  Spain.  He  did  not  intend 
to  go  into  that  subject,  but  he  must,  at 
the  same  time,  say,  that  he  should  be 
very  glad  to  receive  some  informatloa 
from  the  noble  Lord  reipccting  it. 
He  alluded  to  the  transactions  which  had 
taken  place  at  Barcelona.  Now,  what  be 
wished  to  ask  the  noble  Lord,  in  reference 
to  that  subject,  was,  whether  Captain 
Parker  had  acted  on  his  own  responsibility, 
or  under  instructions  which  had  been  given 
him  by  the  Government  at  home,  and  if 
he  had  acted  under  instructions  from  the 
noble  I.ord,  and  not  upon  his  owa  respon- 
sibility, whether  the  noble  Lord  would 
have  any  objection  to  lay  those  instruc*- 
tions  before  the  House?  Until  he  (Lord 
Mahon)  had  received  this  information 
he  should  refrain  from  further  observation, 
than  merely  to  say  that  the  tranaaciion  was 
one  which  loudly  called  for  inquiry  on  the 
part  of  that  House.  The  hon,  and  learned 
MemberforDublio(Mr.O'Connell)it  would 
seam,  now  blamed  the  convention  brought 
aboutbytheablenegotiatioDofLord  Eliot,  If 
anything  coming  from  the  Hon.  and  learn- 
ed Gentleman  could  surprise  him,  it  would 
be  the  blame  which  he  bad  attached  to 
that  convention,  remembering,  as  be  did, 
the   obierTationt   whicti   the   hon.   and 
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learned  Genttenwi  had  mtde  wtien  ibe  nib- 
ject  wmi  broaght  forward  by  the  bon.  Mem- 
ber for  FiDibury(UT.  T.Duncorobe).  What 
did  the  hon.aod  learned  Member  for  Dublin 
m  that  Dccaskm  ?  Whj,  he  declared  that 


giTen  wBi  moat  latisfactor;  and 
and  eren  went  lo  far  as  to  adviie  his  hon. 
Friend,  the  Member  for  Finiburj,  lo  with- 
draw his  motion.  After  thii  he  could  be 
■nrpriied  &t  nothing  which  rai^ht  proceed 
from  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
and  hia  only  wander  was,  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  did  not  feet 
aihamed  of  the  incnniistency  of  which  he 
had  been  guilty  in  attacking  that  now,  the 
attack!  on  which  he  had  at  a  former  pe> 
riod  declared  to  be  utterly  groundJeis. 
lie  (Lord  Mahon)  doubted  whether  it 
would  be  necessary  to  proceed  in  the  re- 
futation of  his  remaining  ■tateraents.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin  had 
stated,  that  the  present  motion  had  beeii 
broaght  forward  by  the  partisans  of  Don 
Carlos  in  that  House,  merely  because  Don 
Carlos  was  likely  to  eatabltsh  a  despotic 
and  monkish  Government  in  Spain.  Such 
a  taunt,  it  must  be  admitted,  came  with  a 
had  grace  from  (he  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  Whenever  Ireland  was  men- 
tioned, the  hon.  and  learned  Member  was 
always  ready  to  charge  the  hon.  Gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  of  the  House  with 
all  sorts  of  illiberal  prejudices  and  projects 
against  the  Roman  Catholics.  But  says 
the  hon.  Member,  with  his  own  peculiar 
candour,  the  moment  you  pass  the  Pyren- 
nees,  the  case  is  quite  altered — you  are 
then  warm  admirers  of  RomRu  Catholic 
bigotry — you  are  quite  in  love  with  the 
Jesuits — you  long  for  nothing  so  much  as 
the  enthronement  of  Don  Carlos,  and  the 
establishment  of  the  Inquisition  I  When 
he  (Lord  Mahon)  heard  such  contradictory 
charges  made  almost  in  the  same  breath 
by  the  same  persons,  had  he  not  a  right 
to  complain,  not  only  of  the  injustice  to 
hia  own  party,  but  of  such  a  delusion  on 
the  public.  As  far  as  his  own  feelings 
went,  he  had  no  objection  to  state,  that  he 
did  look  on  the  contest  carrying  on  in 
Spain  with  deep  interest;  but  he  at  the 
same  time  utterly  denied  that  he  was  a 
partisan  of  Don  Carlos.  He  reprobated 
the  decree  of  Durango  as  much  as  he  did 
the  atrocities  which  were  committed  by 
the  other  conHicling  party,  and,  certainty, 
if  it  were  true  that  the  cause  of  Don 
Carlos  was  the  cause  of  tyrannyt  or  would 


lay  the  fMDdation  for  the  re-estaWalinient 
of  the  Inquisition  in  Spam,  he  shoDtd  be 
as  aniious  as  any  hon.  Member  of  that 
House  to  deprecate  any  thing  that  might 
lead  even  lo  a  chance  of  success.     Bot,  o 


the  explanation  which  he  (Lord  Mohnn)  had    the  other  hand,  he  must  Bay,  that  looking 
''  '    '  *  '  '       to  the  Ministers  now  governing  at  Madrid, 

he  could  not  profess  for  them  any  de^ee 
either  of  sympathy  or  respect.  That 
"  prudent  and  vigorous  govemmeut,"  as 
it  was  called  in  the  King's  Speech,  had 
he  thought,  kept  all  its  prudence  far  it* 
generals,  and  all  its  vigoar  for  its  execu- 
tioners. Six  months  ago  he  saw  that 
the  government  of  Spain  were  departing 
from  the  wise  principles  of  Martinez  de  la 
Rosa;  and  he  must  say,  that  his  idea  at 
present  was  with  respect  to  the  contest  in 
that  country,  that  if  there  was  the 
danger  of  despotism  to  be  apprehended 
on  the  one  hand,  they  had  the  prospect 
of  anarchy  to  fear  on  the  other,  and  lo 
neither  was  he  friendly,  even  when  despot- 
ism called  itself  legitimacy,  or  when 
Anarchy  took  the  name  of  Freedom.  The 
only  chance  of  a  speedy  and  satisfactory 
settlement  of  the  afieirs  of  Spain, 
which  he  saw,  was  to  leave  the  Spanish 
people  to  settle  their  differences  amoog 
themselves,  for  sure  he  was,  that  interfer- 
ence on  the  part  of  a  foreign  power,  so  far 
from  abating  the  evils  of  that  country, 
would  only  tend  to  increase  them,  by 
keeping  alive  the  spirit  of  rancour  and 
animosity  which  unhappily  prevailed. 
There  was  only  one  point  more  to  which 
he  should  call  the  attention  of  the  House. 
He  admitted  that  if  Dan  Carlos  should 
prevail,  there  would  be  the  danger  of 
absolute  power  being  again  established 
in  Spain.  But  what  was  the  case  with 
respect  to  the  Basque  provinces?  So  for 
as  the  cause  of  Don  Carlos  was  connected 
with  the  Basque  provinces  was  it  not  the 
cause  of  freedom,  and  not  of  despotism  ? 
It  was  not  by  Don  Carlos  that  the  ri^U 
of  those  provinces  were  abolished,  but  by 
the  "  prudent  and  vigorous"  government 
of  the  Queen  of  Spain.  Was  the  House 
really  aware  of  the  facts  t  Was  It  aware 
that  these  brave  mountaineers  were  now 
in  arms,  not  merely  for  the  claims  of  Don 
Carlos,  but  for  the  provincial  privileges 
which  their  forefathers  had  enjoyed  for 
centuries?  And  could  it  be  that  such  a 
cause  should  excite  no  sympathy  among 
the  representatives  of  e  free  people-  - 
among  those  who,  were  tliey  treated  in 
like  manner,  would  think  it  a  pride  and 
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doty  to  follow  tbe  same  example !  Nov, 
if  the  noble  Lord  really  possessed  great 
influence  with  tlie  Spanish  government, 
ought  he  Dot  to  have  exerted  it  for  the 
purpose  oF  obtaining  such  an  amnesty  as 
would  hare  reatoreil  to  tlie  Basque  pro- 
vinces the  rights  and  privileges  which  they 
had  30  long  enjoyed ;  for  it  could  not  be 
lupposed  that  those  provinces  would 
resign  ibe  advantages  which  they  pos- 
sessed upon  the  mere  iiope  of  obtaining 
a  prize  from  the  p;reat  lottery  of  laws 
and  institutions  now  drawing  at  Madrid. 
He  could  not  suppose  that  the  noble 
Lord  ever  entertained  any  such  idea  ;  and 
he  did  think  that  the  noble  Lord  hud  been 
neglectful  of  his  duty  in  that  respect. 
He  (Lord  Malion)  felt  most  strongly  on  this 
subject.  He  felt  a  deeper  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  Spain  than  in  those  of  any  other 
country  except  his  own.  Some  of  the 
early  part  of  his  life  had  been  passed  in 
that  country,  and  it  was  to  Spain  that 
be  owed  the  origin  not  only  of  the  fortune 
which  he  inherited  but  of  the  name  which 
he  bore.  Spain  was  therefore  endeared  to 
bim,  not  only  by  early  recollections  but  by 
his  personal  circumstances,  and  hence  it 
waSjthatbe  felt  it  his  duly  to  protest  against 
an  interference  which  he  was  salisfied 
would  be  ruinous  to  Spain  without  being 
even  in  the  least  bene6cial  to  England. 
The  public  attenlioo  was  now  arousing  to 
this  subject,  they  would  no  longer  bear 
this  juggle  of  professed  non-intervention, 
and  real  intervention — this  pretence  of 
giving  peace  to  Spain,  when  yon  give  her 
no  peace — no  peace  but  a  sword  ;  wben 
you  only  perpetuate  and  envenom  the 
wounds  of  her  civil  war!  He  entreated 
the  noble  Lord  to  abide  by  the  terms  of  the 
Quadruple  Treaty,  and  not  to  advance 
a  step  further  beyond  it.  He  entreated 
tbe  noble  Lord  to  endeavour  to  mitigate 
Ibe  horrors  of  this  barbarous  conflict. 
And  if  the  noble  Lord  took  that  course, 
he  (Lord  Mahon)  could  assure  him  that 
no  party  feeling  would  prevent  him  from 
bearing  his  humble  testimony  of  approba- 
tion to  his  future  measures. 

Viscount  Palmerslon  commenced  his 
observations  by  saying,  he  was  sorry  to 
interfere  between  his  hon.  Friend  Mr. 
Thomas  Duncombe,  who  had  risen  with 
his  Lordship  and  the  House,  but  lie  as- 
sured bim  that  he  should  not  detain  the 
House  so  long  as  to  exclude  bim  from  an 
ample  opportunity  of  answering  the  re- 
marks which  bad  fallen  from  tiie  other 
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aide  with  reference  to  him,  and  which,  no 
doubt,  be  was  anxious  to  reply  to.  He 
afraid  when  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
rose,  that  this  debate  was  going  to  die  a  na- 
tur:ildeath;  for  though  thefi^e^^as  kept  up 
pretty  briskly  on  this  (the  Ministerial)  side 
r  the  House,  yet  it  was  easy  to  see,  that  the 
nbur  which  had  warmed  hon.  Gentle- 
nen  on  the  other  side,  was  in  some  dan- 
ger of  being  altogether  extinguished.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  began 
tbis  debate,  having  stated  that  he  con- 
sidered it  exceedingly  important  to  bring 
the  subject  before  the  House,  struggled 
for  precedence  with  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  wished  to  bring  forward  another 
question  which  was  adjourned  to  this 
evening,  and  at  last  prevailed,  having,  it 
must  be  presumed,  satisfied  the  House  of 
the  extreme  urgency  of  the  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice.  Any  one  who 
had  seen  the  fervour — any  one  who  bad 
witnessed  the  great  impatience  of  tbe  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  would  no  doubt 
have  imagined  that  the  subject  was  either 
some  measure  into  which  the  Government 
were  about  rashly  to  embark,  or  some 
measure  of  recent  date,  of  which  he  was 
anxious  to  prevent  tbe  evil  consequences, 
by  stretching  forth  his  saving  band,  and 
directing  back  the  Government  from  the 
imprudent  course  they  had  entered  upon. 
Let  the  House  suppose— according  to  the 
illustration  of  tbe  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman— that  a  stranger  had  witnessed 
these  proceedings ;  and  having  learned 
that  the  motion  had  reference  to  a  treaty 
and  order  in  council,  had  rushed  to 
the  library  of  the  House  to  see  the  date  of 
the  treaty,  and  the  dale  on  which  tbe 
order  in  council  was  issued.  The  result 
of  such  an  investigation  would  be  the  dis- 
covery that  the  treaty  was  two  years  old  ; 
and  the  order  in  council  was  issued,  not 
in  January  last,  but  in  June,  1835.  Tlie 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  then,  having 
bad  ample  time  to  reflect  on  the  subject — . 
Ihe  lime  between  tbe  date  of  the  order, 
viz.  the  10th  of  June  and  the  period  when 
Parliament  was  prorogued,  that  is,  last 
September,  not  having  been  sufficiently 
long  to  enable  him  to  condense  bis  ideas 
into  a  practical  shape,  so  as  to  satisfy  bim 
whether  it  was  bis  duly  or  not  to  call  on 
the  H.iuse  to  interpose  ;  af^er  eight  months' 
deliberation,  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman gets  lip  wiih  ibis  motion,  and  to 
answer  a  speech  which  iu  the  tnonlb  of 
June  was  made  by  him,    Tbe  deltb^ratioii 
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of  the  hon.  and  learned  Oenlleman  al  one 
time,  and  his  very  pEirticulaT  impatience 
at  another,  made  a  contrast  whicli  was 
undoubtedly  very  striking  and  remarkable. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  beg;an 
his  speech  by  answering  some  of  the 
things  which  had  fallen  from  him  so  long; 
ago,  and  the  hon.  Member  said,  that  he 
had  thrown  overboard  all  precedent,  and 
contended  that  this  measure  of  pcrmilling 
the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  to  enlist  in 
the  service  of  Spain  was  contrary  to  all 
precedent, but  being  right  in  itself,  should 
stand  on  its  own  merits.  Now,  he  begged 
to  remind  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
that  this  was  not  a  correct  representation  of 
the  Bi^ument  which  he  used  on  that  occa- 
sion. What  he  did  say  was,  that  he  did 
not  rest  on  precedent  for  a  justification  of 
the  course  he  had  adopted  ;  but  by  no 
means  did  he  say,  that  it  was  not  sanc- 
tioned by  precedent,  because  every  man 
who  had  paid  the  slighlest  attention  to 
history,  must  know  there  were  many  pre- 
cedents for  a  measure  such  as  the  present. 
The  ban.  and  learned  Member  must 
■urely  be  aware  that  the  reign  of  Eliza- 
beth was  full  of  precedents — not,  perhaps, 
exactly  in  point,  because  those  cases  were 
much  sirnnger  than  the  present  one.  The 
measure  complained  of  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  was  simply  a  permis- 
sion given,  or,  he  should  rather  say,  a 
prohibition  retracted,  which  a  recent  law 
had  imposed  on  the  subjects  of  this  coun- 
try, to  prevent  them  from  entering  into 
a  foreign  service.  The  effect  of  the  order 
in  counsel  was  simply  tu  leave  the  matter 
as  it  wa»  under  the  common  law — as  it 
was  before  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act 
had  passed.  That  order  in  council  was 
merely  to  restore  to  the  British  people  the 
freedom  of  choice.  They  might  stay  at 
home  if  they  pleased,  but  it  drew  from 
them  the  interdict  whiuh  the  statute  law 
had  interposed,  to  prevent  them  from 
joining  in  a  noble  undertaking,  if  that  was 
their  desire.  Let  him  ask  what  were  (ha 
precedents  of  Elizabeth  ?  In  the  time  of 
Charles  I.  were  the  cases  merely  those 
in  which  (he  King's  subjects  were  free  to 
do  as  they  chose?  Directly  the  reverse. 
These  were  cases  with  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  must  be  acquainted. 
He  must  kirow  that  Queen  Elizabeth  sent 
first  to  assist  the  Huguenots  in  France,  and 
next  the  revolted  subjects  in  Spain  ;  and 
not  only  gave  her  subjects  permission  to 
engage  in  the  war,  but  did  that  which  the 
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present  Qovemment  had  been  accused  of 
doing— she  accomplished,  in  an  indirect 
and  underhand  way  what  she  did  not 
choosy  to  do  opeuly.  Being  restrained 
by  p^dential  reasons  from  openly  declar- 
ing war  in  her  own  name,  she  not  only 
gave  permission  to  her  subjects  to  enga^ 
in  the  war,  but  gave  money  and  other 
efficient  aid— sent  6,000  men  to  assist  the 
Huguenots,  and  6,000  men  to  the  Low 
Countries,  furnished  them  with  arms,  sup- 
plied her  own  artillery — did,  in  short,  not 
only  what  had  been  done  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  he  was  a  member  in  the 
present  case,  but  took  a  more  active  part 
in  the  way  of  interfering.  The  precedent 
of  Charles  I.  was  of  exactly  the  same  de- 
scription. Charles  raised  the  army  which 
marched  under  the  Marquess  of  Hamilton. 
Could  it  be  said,  then,  that  there  were  no 
precedents  for  the  measures  of  the  pre- 
sent Government?  He  had  heard  it 
asserted,  also,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  nations  for  the  subjects  of  one 
power  to  fight  !n  the  country  and  under 
the  banners  of  another.  Why,  really,  did 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  suppose 
that  the  hon.  Gentlemett  to  whom  such 
argumcDts  were  addressed. — [MT.MacleaK 
did  not  say  what  the  noble  Lord  attributed 
to  him.]  Well,  then,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  said,  that  such  a  course 
was  contrary  to  the  honour  of  nations, 
and  the  practice  of  nations,  and  a  thing 
improper  and  deserving  of  the  censure  of 
the  House.  Why,  what  happened  at  the 
time  of  the  revolt  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries? The  army  of  Prince  Maurice  was 
composed  of  men  of  all  nations,  whose 
love  of  freedom  induced  them  to  fight  in 
his  ranks,  and  by  their  gallant  conduct 
secure  those  victories  by  which  he  was 
distinguished.  In  th»t  battle  which  was 
fought  in  Nieuport,  the  auxiliaries  were 
mainly  instrumental  in  securing  the  victory. 
When  Ostend  was  taken,  who  were  the 
officers  who  commanded  the  garrison? 
Were  they  not  Dutchmen  with  Hepbarn, 
the  Scotchman,  and  Sir  Philip  de  Vere,  the 
Englishman?  To  say,  when  the  subjects 
of  one  country  were  Bghting  in  the  ranks 
and  under  the  banners  of  another  country, 
and  on  that  account  any  man  was  justified 
in  denouncing  such  persons,  or  declaring 
he  would  put  them  lo  death  because  he 
was  interfering  in  the  afiaira  of  anothar 
country,  end  no  foreigner  had  a  right  to 
fight  under  any  banners  but  his  own,  of 
that  doctrine,  when  propounded,  be  wouU 
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uj,  thit  it  VBS  false,  find  contrary  to 
the   stream  of  historical   facts    in   every 
part    of    Europe,     Then    the    hon,   and 
learned  Geniletnan  said,  that  the  prece- 
dents were  not  in  point — why,  he  was  at 
a  loss   to  make  out.      Tn   the   case  of 
Queen    Elizabeth,  it   was  English  troops 
fighting  in  the   Netherlands,    as    in  this 
cose,    it    nas    English    troops    f.ghting 
in  Spain.    The  hon.  and    learned  Gen> 
tlemaD    laid    stress    on    this— that    our 
troops    were    noir   fighting    on    Spanish 
ground,  and  not  under  the  chief  command 
of  an  English  officer ;  but  in  the  cases  he 
had    quoted   a  course    precisely    aimilar 
was  taken  *.  our  auxiliaries,  though  com- 
manded   by    British  generals,  were   em- 
bodied in  an  army  the  chief  command  of 
which    was  vested    in  a    foreigner.     The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  nest  affirmed 
that  he  condemned   the  conduct  of  the 
present  Government  in  this  matter  on  the 
authority  of  the  late  Mr,  Canning,  and  he 
referred  to  a  speech  made  by  Mr.  Canni 
in  a  case  as  different  from  this  as  it  was 
possible  for  one  case  to  be  from  another. 
There  was  not  the  least  similarity  between 
the  entrance  of  the  French  into  Spain  in 
1S23,  and  the  motives  which  led  the  Eng- 
lish  Government   to   decline    interfering 
then,  ftnd  the  circumstances  now  under 
the  consideration  of  the  House.    There 
was  no  question  of  disputed  succeasion, 
nor  could  those  motives  exist  which  in- 
duced  the  present  Government   to  give 
the  aid  which  by  the  treaty  Ihey  thought 
it  properto  afford.     Mr.  Canning  asserted 
the  right   to  interfere  then,   but  argued 
that,  as   B   matter  of  prudence,   it  was 
proper  to  abstain  from  using  that  right. 
And  why  was  it  a   matter  of  prudence? 
Because  the  Powers  with  which  England 
would  have  had  to  contend  were  probably 
greater  than   she  could   have   contended 
with  with  a  fair  prospect  of  success.     The 
French  army,  amounting  to  nearly  200,000 
men,  entered  Spain  ;  it  was  well  known 
that  the  troops  entered  Spain  under  the 
■rowed  and  open  sanction  of  the  other 
great  Powers  of  Europe,  and  Mr.  Canning 
■aid  that  if  this  country  sent  troops  into 
Spain,  they  would    encounter   the  other 
great  Powers,  and  a  war  would  be   the 
consequence  of  a  magnitude  snch  as  the 
Government  of  the  day  was  not  prepared, 
under  the  circumstances,   to    advise    the 
country  to  embark  iti.     He  thought  the 
Government  of  that  day  judged  wisely ; 
but  10  fai  from  thinking  that  the  reasons 
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which  induced  them  to  take  that  course  ap- 


plied to  the  present  case,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  principle  then  laid  down  the  prin- 
ciple of  assisting  Spain  to  maintain  her  in- 
dependence had  been  acted  upon  by  the 
presenlGovernmentitaking  care  not  to  em- 
bark beyond  our  means,  or  beyond  what 
it  would  be  wise  to  undertake.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  said,  that  at  all 
events  tha  interference  would  bringdown 
upon  US  the  hatred  of  the  Spanish  nation, 
and  he  drew  his  inference,  he  said,  from 
(he  fact,  that  on  the  former  occasion, 
though  we  went  to  relieve  them  from 
foreign  domination,  even  in  that  instance 
they  saw  with  joy  the  embarkation  of  oar 
troops.  Why,  he  would  aak  the  hon.  aitd 
learned  Gentleman,  what  country  in  the 
world  was  there  which  would  not  feel 
exactly  the  same?  What  nation  was  there 
that  was  fond  of  a  foreign  army  on  its  own 
ground  ?  We  ourselves  must  be  thankful 
for  assistance  if  so  great  a  calamity  befel 
us  as  sn  invasion,  hut,  when  our  deliver* 
ance  was  effected,  none  would  be  more 
glad  to  see  the  friends  who  had  assisted  us 
take  leave  of  us  than  this  nation.  It  was 
not  fair  to  reproach  Spain  with  ingratitude, 
nor  was  her  rejoicing  in  the  departure 
from  her  shores  of  foreign  troops  a  proof 
that  our  assistance  was  not  wisely  given. 
It  was  quite  natural  that,  when  a  contest 
was  over,  a  nation  should  be  glad  to  get 
rid  of  a  Foreign  army.  The  hon,  and 
learned  Gentleman  reminded  ihem  of  the 
very  wise  advice  which  the  gallant  Gen- 
tleman opposite  gave  to  General  Evans 
before  he  left  the  country,  which  was 
always  to  have  six  months'  pay  in  advance 
in  his  cliest.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman had  shown  his  talents  in  every 
field  of  battle  in  which  he  had  been  en- 
gaged, and  his  encounters  bad  been  many 
and  difficult,  but  he  must  say,  that  tho 
rice  he  gave  did  great  and  surpaaaing 
idit  to  his  judgment  and  sagacity.  He 
mucfa  regretted  that  General  Evans  had 
been  unable  to  take  that  excellent  advice, 
but  no  reftectiona  could,  on  that  account, 
be  cast  on  the  gallant  General.  If  the 
Spanish  Treasury  could  have  afforded  tho 
means  of  keeping  the  military  chest  so 
well  replenished,  no  doubt  there  would 
have  been  adopted  every  other  description 
of  counsel  which  they  were  so  glad  to  re- 
ceive from  the  gallant  General,  How  far 
the  present  motion  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  might  have  the  effect  of  pre- 
venting him  from  having  six  months'  pay 
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in  advaoce — how  far,  by  endeaTouring  to 
throw  discredit  on  the  cause,  by  taunting 
the  British  force,  and  reviling  ihem  as 
mercenaries,  by  representing  the  con- 
test as  liopeleia,  by  representing  the  peo- 
ple as  apathetic,  and  by  admonishing  the 
Queen— ho*  far  it  might  be  thought  that, 
by  such  practices,  additional  difHcullies 
wontd  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  our  coun- 
trymen, it  was  not  for  him  to  decide  ; 
but  he  was  persuaded  that  the  tone  of  the 
House  tiiis  night,  and  the  feeling  of  the 
public,  would  not  render  such  altempti 
■ucccBsful,  even  if  they  were  made.  Or 
the  contrary,  he  was  convinced,  that  tht 
more  the  mailer  was  discussed,  the  more 
the  question  wag  gone  into,  the  more 
general  and  deep  would  be  the  wish  for 
the  success  of  the  Queen — of  that  cause 
which  was  the  cause  of  constitutional 
liberty  and  the  defence  of  wliich  had  been 
most  nobly  undertnlten  by  our  gallant 
countrymen.  They  might  be  taunted, 
they  nu^ht  bi'  sp'iken  of  with  disrespect, 
but  lie  nertr  cciuM  believe — nor  would  it 
be  believed  by  the  people  of  England— 
— that  either  in  the  hour  of  suffering  or 
privation,  or  in  the  day  of  battle — that  at 
any  time,  or  under  any  circumstancea, 
they  would  fail  to  sustain  the  name  and 
the  honour  of  British  lubjecli.  The  hon, 
and  learned  Gentleman  considered  the 
meaanre  of  promoting  the  enlistment  of 
the  troops,  ns  grossly  impolitic  ; 
of  the  hon.  Member's  reasons 
appear  to  him  quite  so  weighty  bs  It  was 
considered  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gei 
lleman  himself.  He  said  nothing  was  so 
ill-advised  aa  sending  English  troops  to 
fight  in  a  foreign  country,  more  e:<pecially 
if  their  numbers  were  not  great,  and  they 
were  liable  to  the  dishonour  of  being 
forced  to  retreat.  In  illustration  of  this 
position  an  instance  had  been  referred  to, 
in  which  the  Dritish  army  had  been  ob- 
liged to  retreat  in  consequence  of  being 
caught  in  a  fog.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Oeotleroan,  however,  did  not  explain  whe- 
ther the  fog  or  the  retreat  justiHed  the 
charge.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
should  have  remembered  that  fogs  were 
impartial.  They  were  not  like  his  Majesty's 
Government,  according  to  the  dcscriplioa 
of  their  opponents,  all  on  one  side.  They 
appeared  on  both  sides,  not  on  one  side 
ahiiic,  therefore  the  mischance  of  a  fug 
Hns  siia-ly  no  reason  why  it  shoulii 
I'ovi-r  eiilicr  paily  with  dishonour.  But 
ho    would     appi-^l     lu     g'lll.int     olRcers 
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whom  he  aaw  opposite,  to  tell  the  House 
whether  they  ever  went  through  a  cam- 
paign in  which  none  of  the  troops  under 
their  command  ever  retreated — in  which, 
honerer  small  the  number  being  resisted, 
they  were  able  invariably  to  overcome  the 
force  opposed  to  them.  If  that  was  the 
only  case  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
was  able  to  make  out — if  liis  only  objec- 
tion was,  that  the  British  troops  being 
exposed  to  a  fog  were  liable  to  a  retreat, 
or  might  retreat  occasionally  before  a 
auperior  force — if  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  during  the  eight  months  he 
had  been  in  cogitation,  had  not  been  able 
to  discover  any  more  serious  charge  than 
that— if  he  had  made  it  the  subject  of  a 
resolution,  he  questioned  if  the  House 
would  have  considered  it  a  sufficient 
ground  on  which  to  censure  his  Majesty's 
Government.  The  fog,  however,  was  not 
the  only  apprehension  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, for  he  told  them  that  if  Austria,  and 
Russia,  and  Naples  had  joined  Don  Carlos, 
England  would  have  found  herself  under 
the  necessity  of  embarking  in  a  war  with 
those  countries.  Would  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man say  whether  such  an  obligation  arose 
out  of  the  Order  in  Council  or  out  of  the 
treaty?  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  said  it 
arose  out  of  the  Order  in  Council,  he 
denied  the  assertion.  If  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  it  was  part  of  the  obligation 
created  originally  by  treaty,  that  we  should 
stand  by  those  powers  with  which  we 
were  in  alliance,  undoubtedly  his  asser- 
tion was  true ;  but  as  he  understoud  the 
object  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's 
speech,  it  was  to  show  not  the  impolicy  of 
the  treaty,  but  the  impolicy  of  the  Order 
in  Council,  and  he  confessed  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  understand  how  any  danger  of  a 
collision  with  Austria,  Russia,  and  Naples, 
could  arise  out  of  the  Order  in  Council 
more  than  from  the  treaty.  But  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  said,  that  one  great 
triumph  had  been  achieved  by  the  course 
taken,  for  he  asserted  that  it  had  settled  a 
question  which  six  Spanish  lawyers  had 
'  led  in  one  way  and  sis  in  another.  If 
the  Ministers  had  been  able  to  arrange  so 
knotty  a  dispute  as  that,  whether  Ihey 
lid  claim  the  merit  of  being  successful 
vmakers  or  not,  at  lean  they  were  en- 
titled to  the  miril  of  being  successful  me* 
rs.  The  hon.  Gentleman  said,  that 
by  treaty  England  was  bound  to  give  arms 
and  succour,  and  France  hnd  nothing  else 
to  do  but  to  watch  her  frontiers,  and  pre- 
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vei^  a  lupply  paisiog  tliem.  ft  certainly 
did  appear  that  the  obligation  contracted 
by  England  ivas  greater  than  that  of 
France.  But  when  the  hon.  Genlleman 
came  to  consider  that  between  the  southern 
provinces  of  France  and  the  northern  pro- 
vinces of  Spain  there  wag  a  great  and 
constant  commercial  intercourse,  and 
vben  he  considered  also  that,  in  order  to 
execute  the  engagement  made  by  France, 
it  had  been  necessary  almost  to  put  s  atop 
to  thai  intercourse,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  conceifc  that  the  faithful  and  com- 
plete execution  of  that  article  was  imposing 
on  France  sacrifices  far  greater  than  those 
which  our  convention  had  imposed  on  this 
country.  He  begged  further  to  say,  that 
though  Spain  had  been  furnished  with  a 
considerable  quantity  of  arms,  as  would 
appear  by  the  papers  laid  on  the  Table, 
yet  the  Spanish  Government  had  under- 
taken to  pay  the  whole.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman might  insinuate  that  there  would 
be  some  doubt  as  to  the  payment  if  Don 
Carlos  were  successful,  but  as  he  (Viscount 
Palmeralon)  hoped  and  trusted  that  that 
event  was  not  likely  to  take  place,  he  did 
not  feel  any  doubt  as  to  the  punctuality 
with  which  Spain  would  redeem  her  en- 
gagement. He  did  not  feel  much  doubt 
upon  this  subject,  notwithstanding  the 
high  authority  that  had  been  produced 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman.  He 
founded  his  opinion,  not  upon  any  bor>k, 
not  upon  any  particniaT  document,  but 
upon  the  general  principles  of  human 
nature — on  the  belief  of  what  were  the 
feeliags  of  the  Spanish  people — on  his 
conviction,  with  such  q  cause  as  that  of 
Don  Carlos,  and  with  such  a  cause  as 
that  of  the  great  majority  of  the  Spanish 
nation,  it  was  impossible  that  the  right 
cause  should  not  prevail ;  and  therefore  it 
was,  that  he  would  not  believe  the  success 
of  Don  Carlos  was  possible,  until  he 
Don  Carlos  descend  from  the  modest 
retirement  of  the  mountains  in  which  he 
now  sheltered  himself;  and  until  Don 
Carlos  was  surrounded  with  the  acclama- 
tions of  nine-tenths  of  the  Spanish  nation, 
and  installed  in  his  proper  piece,  in  all 
the  magnificence  of  the  Escurial.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  stated,  that  he  con- 
ceived not  only  the  Government  should, 
not  have  issued  the  Order  in  Council,  but 
that  they  were  also  precluded  by  Ihi 
treaty  from  having  recourse  to  it.  Hi 
confessed  he  did  not  understand  by  what 
proccH  of  naionmg  the  boo.  MemlMr  hnd 
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arrived  at  that  conclusion.  If  the  noble 
Lord  who  declared  that  the  Government, 
so  far  as  the  treaty  was  concerned,  was 
bound  to  abide  by  it,  but  that  they  should 
not  have  gone  one  step  beyond  it — if  the 
noble  Lord  had  said  that,  though  he  dis- 
approved of  the  treaty  (as  he  understocd 
the  noble  Lord),  then  he  should  be  able 
to  comprehend  the  logic  and  sense  of  the 
assertion.  But  the  hon.  Gentleman 
argued  that  the  Government  was  wrong 
g  an  Order  in  Council,  because  it 
did  not  form  a  part  of  the  stipulationa  of 
the  treaty.  Would  it  not,  he  would  ask, 
as  easy,  when  the  Spanish  Go- 
vernment asked  for  permission  for  British 
bjecta  to  enlist  iu  its  service,  to  have 
made  ancther  additional  article  to  the 
treaty,  as  to  hare  issued  an  Order  in 
"  ncil,  and  if  it  had  done  that,  where 
Id  be  the  argument  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber opposite.  The  noble  Lord  had  aski-d 
whether  the  captain  of  the  Rodney  acted 
upon  a  lute  occasion  in  consequence  of 
orders  from  his  Government,  and  if  so, 
whether  the  instructions  given  would  be 
laid  upon  the  Tal)lc  ?  He  could  tell  the 
noble  Lord  that  the  captain  of  the 
Roduey  acted  in  conformity  with  the 
instructions  that  had  been  given  to  him. 
The  captain  of  the  Rodney  had  done 
what  the  Government  was  most  ready  to 
acknowledge,  and  which  they  would 
not  shrink  from  avowing.  The  noble 
Lord  did  not  state  what  the  captain 
of  the  Rodney  had  done;  but  be  could 
only  state  the  captain  had  acted  up  to, 
and  in  accordance  with,  the  orders  he 
had  received.  But  if  he  were  asked  to  lay 
the  instructions  given  to  that  captain  upon 
the  Table,  his  answer  should  be,  that  it 
was  not  during  the  execution  of  instructions 
customary  to  lay  upon  the  Table  instruc- 
tions given  to  captains,  either  by  sea  or 
land.  The  great  charge  m.-'J::  rested  upon 
one  point.  The  charge  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber rested  upon  this — that  the  Ministry  had 
given  support  to  the  Queen  of  Spain,  and 
that  the  people  of  England  had  no  interest 
in  the  success  of  her  arms.  On  that  poiut 
he  was  at  issue  with  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed Member.  On  that  point  he  was 
willing  to  rest  the  justification  of  the 
whole  course  of  their  proceedings  on 
this  question.  If  England  had  no  interest 
in  the  success  of  the  Queen's  arms,  then, 
undoubtedly,  they  had  no  right  to  conclude 
a  treaty,  and  they  were  not  justified  in 
iuaing  the  order  in  council.    But  £ug- 
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land  bad  an  intercHl  in  the  succeis  of  that 
cause.  It  was  the  inlerest  of  Englanil  that 
Spnia  Fhould  be  free,  and  that  Spain 
should  be  prosperous.  It  was  for  the  io- 
terest  of  England,  trhether  Spain  was  s 
friend  or  an  enemy,  that  she  should  be 
independent,  to  preserve  the  baiance  of 
|)Ower  in  Europe;  or  whether,  even  they 
were  to  look  at  it  in  the  nanow  view  of  her 
being  a  nation  trading  with  England,  it 
was  their  interest  that  the  resources  and 
the  wealth  of  Spain  should  he  developed, 
and  thai  Spain  should  receive  the  benefits 
of  that  Constitution  which  Martinez  de  la 
Rosa  (and  of  whom  the  noble  Lord  had 
•poken  in  such  high  terms)  had  laboured 
to  procure  for  her.  It  was  of  impoilance 
' )  England  that  Spain  should  no  longer  be 


in  civilitatioQ,  peace,  and  happinew. 
Where  did  the  Government  next  inter- 
fere? In  Bflgium.  Was  Belgium  worse 
off  for  their  iulerference?  Had  any  man 
in  that  House  been  in  Belgium  in  the 
course  of  the  lasl  year,  and  would  that 
person  tell  him  that  it  was  not  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  countries  in  Europe, 
having  a  king  of  its  own  choice,  and 
Ihougti  being  in  a  stale  of  half  peace  and 
half  war,  having  a  large  army,  necessarily 
maintaining  a  defensive  force,  and  yet 
findingtheraeanslobeartbeexpensesof  the 
year  without  having  recourse  to  a  loan,  and 
without  even  heavy  taxation  on  its  popu- 
lation ?  And  yet  these  very  people  who, 
when  they  belonged  to  one  master  or 
nolher,   were  regarded  as  the  most  tur- 


tinder  such  a  state  of  misrule  as  during  the  ,  bulent  and  discontented  people  in  Europe, 
reign  of  Ferdinand,  and  to  which  she  had  now  become  a  moat  happy  and  pros- 
would  return  if  Don  Carlos  ascended  the  '  perous  nation.  England  had  interfered, 
throne.  The  Oovernment  had  been  ac-  '  too,  with  Portugal — and  that  interference 
ciised  that  night,  as  on  former  occasions,  !  was  supposed  to  be  much  worse  than 
with  interference  in  the  afTairs  of  olber  .  with  rtsuect  to  Spain.  How  did  they  find 
nations.  In  observing  upon  the  trealy,  Portugal?  They  found  her  distracted 
and  the  order  in  council,  there  was  the  by  a  civil  war,  and  oppressed  by  the  most 
same  perversion  of  terms  upon  "  nan-  .  grinding  tyranny — Ihey  found  the  flower 
interference."  The  Government  was  oT  hff  nobility  in  eiile  or  in  prison,  pro- 
accused  of  meddling  too  much  in  the  pcriy  confiacuted,  liberty  insecure,  com- 
atTairs  of  other  nations.  He  should  be  \  mcrcc  suspended,  industry  at  a  stand — 
f;lad  lo  know  from  the  hon.  and  learned  :  they  found  it  in  the  moit  abject  and  de- 
Genileman  at  what  period  of  English  his-  :  graded  state  in  which  a  nation  could  be 
lory  the  Government  of  this  country  had  placed,  and  in  what  situation  was  she 
not  interfered  in  the  afTairs  of  other  na-  j  now  ?  Enjoying  a  Tree  constitution,  with 
tions.  England  must  do  so  as  long  asshe  I  a  riuecn  of  her  own  choice,  parties  alrattit 
had  commerce  to  protect,  and  shores  to  |  annihilated,  even  the  Miguclites  rccoa- 
defend.  If  they  did  not  show  a  delermi-  |  ciled  to  their  legitimate  sovereign,  and 
nation  to  guard  their  own  interests,  to  ,  they  found,  in  so  short  a  period,  the  oa- 
preserve  their  own  honour,  and  to  uphold  \  lion  in  a  course  of  prosperity,  in  which, 
their  own  character,  the  lime  would  very  .  he  trusted,  she  would  every  day  increase. 
■OOD  come  when  other  countries  would  \  With  regard  to  Portugal,  he  would  ask, 
interfere  with  their  afTairs.  But  the  ques-  \  had  they  not  the  same  prophecies  uttered 
tion  wa*  this — it  ought  to  be  this — Was  i  thai  they  now  heard  concerning  Spain  1 
their  interference  proper?  Was  it  for  their  i  Of  Donna  Maria  it  was  said,  that  it  would 
own  advantage?  Was  il  for  the  advan-  |  be  utterly  impossible  to  place  her  on  the 
tage  of  the  countries  which  bad  been  the  j  throne  of  Portugal — that  the  whole  of  the 
scenes  of  that  interference?  He  said,  that  i  Portuguese  nation  was  for  Don  Miguel — > 
they  had  interfered  in  the  affairs  of ,  that  he  was  the  idol  of  the  people,  and 
Greece.  He  referred  to  their  interference  \  that  Donna  Maria  was  supported  only  by 
in  that  country,  and  that  country  had:  abandof  merceQaries,ftDd  tbathersuccess 
iMCome  free  and  independent.  The  '  was  beyond  human  possibility.  Ministers 
Greeks,  who  bad  been  "  pirates  by  sea,  j  were  told,  that  ihey  ought  not  even  to 
and  robbers  by  land,"  as  they  had  been  ;  imagine  that  she  could  ever  get  to  Lit- 
the  other  night  stigmatised  by  the  hon.  |  bon :  they  supported  Donna  Maria,  how- 
Membcr  for  Southampton,  were  now  |  ever,  even  though  they  were  told  that 
settling  down  into  the  arts  of  peace,  they  \  their  doing  so  would  only  tend  to  show 
were  building  cities,  they  were  founding  .  their  ignorance  of  the  country,  and  lo  en- 
(ownt,  were  culiivattng  lands,  were  extend-  .  tail  npon  themselves  disgrace.  They  now 
ing  their  commerce,  and  daily  increutny  1  interfered  in  the  aflliiin  ofSptio,  ttid  tbtt 
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iQ  a  more  decided  and  positive  way  thso 
they  had  iDterfered  forihe  queen  of  Portu- 
gal. Id  ihe  propriety  of  that  interference  he 
entertaioed  one  opinion  and  ihe  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  opposite  another.  He 
did  not  shrink  from  his  anticipations  upon 
this  subject ;  and  he  begged  to  pin  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  to  theirs.  He  beg- 
ged that  their  dedarations  upon  this  sub- 
ject might  be  borne  in  mind,  and  let  their 
Siotitical  sagacity  be  tried  by  the  result ;  and 
or  his  own  part  he  would  say,  he  was  not 
afraid  if  the  same  test  and  the  same  mode 
of  trial  were  fully  and  strictly  applied 
to  bim. 

Sir  Robert  Peel:  The  nobleLord  begao 
his  speech  by  a  facetious  allusion  to  the 
surprise  wbieh  a  stranger  suddenly  spi- 
rited into  that  House  would  feel  at  hf 
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■eived  the  anxiety  with  which  the  motion 
was  pressed  forward.  But  what  proof 
does  the  noble  Lord  advance  of  the  prob- 
able surprise  that  would  be  felt  by  the 
stranger!  Why,  this:  that  a  de-bale, 
involving  impoitant  questions  of  foreign 
policy,  had  been  suITered  to  take  prece- 
dence of  a  debate  on  some  matters  relating 
to  the  Municipal  Corporation  of  Poole. 
If  that  stranger  was  a  person  who  took  no 
interest  in  any  other  subject,  and  wa: 
entirely  engrossed  by  the  question  of  Cor 
poration  Reform,  I  might  possibly  be  abli 
to  understand  his  aslonishmenl;  but  to 
suppose  that  the  stranger  would  feel  sur- 

Ense  that  after  a  montli  since  the  assem- 
ling  of  PaTliamcnt  on  humble  Member 
should  think  it  right  to  call  the  attention 
ofthe  House  to  an  important  subject  of 
foreign  policy,  is  to  suppose  such  stranger 
more  grossly  ignorant  thau  I  would  be 
willing  to  suppose  any  stranger  ot' common 
sense  to  he.  The  noble  Lord  says,  that 
the  stranger  would  feel  surprise  at  thi 
anxiety  that  there  was  manifested  to  press 
this  discussion;  but  if  the  stranger  were 
made  acquainted  with  our  forms,  lie  would 
see  that  this  discussion  did  not  arise  on 
the  proposition  of  my  hon.  Friend,  but  on 
the  noble  Lord's  opposite,  and  if  the 
Stranger  were  impartial  he  must  acquit  my 
hon.  Friend;  for  though  the  noble  Lord, 
as  well  as  myself,  was  absent  from  the 
House  last  night,  yet  his  duties  as  leader 
of  the  House  must  m^e  him  perfectly 
aware  of  what  occurs,  and  the  public 
must  have  been  full;  acquainted  with  what 
had  taken  place.  The  noble  Lord  (Lord 
,  )•  RiuwU]  wa*  the  person  who  moved  that 


the  Order  ofthe  Day  for  the  House  going 
into  Committee  of  Supply  be  read,  and 
he  certainly  cou!-l  ^ot  have  done  so  for 
the  purpose  of  i.astponing  the  present 
motion,  but,  on  the  contrary,  for  the 
express  purpose  of  inviting  this  discussion, 
of  which  repeated  notice  had  been  given, 
and  to  which  allusion  was  made  at  the 
time ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Poole  reminded  the  noble  Lord  of 
the  adjourned  debate  on  his  motion,  (hat 
the  noble  Lord  interfered.  The  hon. 
Member  for  St.  Alban's  has  expressed 
some  surprise  that  his  hon.  Friend  has  not 
brought  forward  his  motion  in  the  shaped 
a  specific  resolution,  as  the  motion  in-  . 
volves  a  censure  upon  the  Government. 
But  if  he  refers  to  the  practice  of  this 
House,  both  in  ancient  and  modern  times, 
he  will  find  that  it  has  always  been  con- 
sidered a  most  convenient  and  proper  time 
to  enter  upon  discussions  of  this  nature 
when  the  House  is  about  to  go  into  a 
Committee  of  Supply.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  find  that  in  some  of  the  most 
recent  periods,  as  well  as  at  various 
periods  of  the  history  of  Parliament,  some 
of  the  most  important  discussions  on  ques- 
tions of  foreign  as  well  as  of  domestic 
policy  have  taken  place  on  the  motion  for 
going  into  Committee  of  Supply.  We  are 
now  about  to  vote  the  Ordnance  Estimates, 
and  I  certainly  do  not  think  that  there 
could  be  a  more  proper  occasion  for  such  a 
motion  as  the  present  to  come  before  the 
House,  I  find  in  this  printed  paper  a 
statement  of  all  the  stores  that  have  been 
furnished  for  the  service  of  the  Queen  of 
Spain.  I  do  not  want  to  go  into  any 
question  as  to  whether  the  Government 
were  bound  to  furnish  those  supplies  or 
not.  On  that  subject  there  can  be  no 
altercation.  Government  were  certainly 
bound  to  furnish  those  supplies,  and  the 
first  part  of  them  was  furnished  last  year 
by  the  Government  over  which  I  had  the 
honour  to  preside.  But  it  is  quite  another 
question  to  consider  the  extent  to  which 
those  supplies  should  be  furnished.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  paper  containing  the 
following  statement  of  the  supplies  that 
have  been  furnished.  I  am  surprised  to 
sec  the  hon.  Member  for  Middlesex  repos- 
ing whilst  a  question  of  this  particular 
nature  is  under  discussion.  [Mr.  Hume 
(rousing) — I  was  sent  to  sleep  by  your 
speaking  half  an  hour  to  little  purpose.]  — 
The  hon.  Member  tells  me  that  I  have 
been  speakiDg  very  little  to  the  purpoie 
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for  the  last  half  hour.  Now,  the  fact 
happens  to  be  that  1  have  not  been  upon 
TOjr  legs  for  more  than  the  last  five 
minutes,  so  that  for  the  olher  twenly-five 
minutes  of  dulness  and  inapplicable 
reasoning  it  is  not  I  but  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  who  is  answerable.  I  ihouglit, 
when  I  was  adverting  to  the  Ordnance 
Estimates,  that  1  touched  a  chord  to 
which  the  bon.  Member  for  Middlesex 
would  respond.  I  own  I  did  not  expect 
the  hon.  Member's  attention  to  any  gene- 
ral observations  on  a  question  of  foreign 
policy;  but  I  hoped,  without  intending  to 
be  guilty  of  any  unfairness,  to  awaken  the 
attention  of  the  hon.  Member  when  I 
talked  of  a  Vote  of  Supply.  The  Order 
oftheDayis  a  Vote  of  Supply  on  the 
Ordnance  Estimates;  and  here  I  may 
notice  that  this  is  the  first  time  in  my 
experience  in  which  the  vote  for  the  supply 
of  the  Ordnance  has  preceded  the  vote 
either  for  the  army  or  the  navy,  the  Order 
of  the  Day  being',  as'  1  said  before,  a  Vote 
ofSupply  for  the  Ordnance,  nothing  could 
be  more  appropriate,  or  indeed  more 
germane  to  the  mailer,  ihan  that  those 
who  doubt  the  policy  of  llie  course  which 
the  Government  is  pursuing  should  invite 
a  debate  on  our  interference  in  the  affairs 
of  Spain.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  read 
the  items  of  the  Ordnance  Estimates  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  from  whirh 
it  appeared  that  220,000  muskets, 
10,000  swords,  10,000  carbines,  3,000 
rifles,  3,000,000  cartridges,  900,000  lbs. 
of  powder, with  a  number  of  guns,  besides 
the  articles  furnished  to  the  Auxiliary 
I-pgion,  constituting  a  large  supply  of 
military  stores  sent  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Queen  of  Spain.  Thevalue  of  those  stores 
was  386,777/ ,  of  which  not  a  single 
fiirlhing  has  been  received  by  the  Ord- 
nance Department.  Now  (contiuued  the 
right  hon. Baronet)  admitting  ihat  snch  an 
expenditure  could  be  justified  as  consistent 
wilh  sound  policy,  that  ihis  country  should 
be  put  to  en  expense  of  nenrly  400,000^ 
wilhout  a  satisfQClory  proof  that  such  an 
expenditure  would  be  made  good  to  this 
country — now  did  not  this  justify  my 
hon.  Friend,  if  there  were  nolhing  m^re, 
in  bringing  forward  his  motion  1  The 
noble  Lord,  in  the  course  of  his  speech. 
referring  to  an  ai^ument  used  in  the 
course  bf  the  debale,  has  Ulked  of  the 
impartiality  of  fogs.  I  confess  I  never 
heard  a  speech  that  seemed  to  possess 
more  of  the  effect  of  fog  than  the  epeecli 
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of  the  noble  Lord,  for  under  the  veil  of 
obscurity  lie  has  been  enabled  to  with- 
draw from  the  chief  points  of  the  discus- 
n.  The  queslion  is  whether  it  was  just 
interfere  in  a  civil  contest^-a  contest 
the  succession  to  the  throne  of  Spain. 
To  enter  upon  that  question,  it  is  oecea- 
sary  to  consider  the  whole  policy  of  the 
Quadruple  Alliance.  That  treaty.  Sir, 
I  admit,  having  been  once  ratified,  mast 
in  all  its  articles  be  to  the  letter  ful61led. 
It  is  the  bounden  obligation  of  every  Go- 
vernment of  this  country — they  are  bound 
in  duty  and  in  honour — to  fulfil  the  treaty. 
No  Government-would  be  warranted  by 
any  technical  objection  whatsoeTet  to 
found  thereon  a  non-acquiescence  with 
the  articles  of  that  treaty ;  but  neither 
should  any  Government,  through  political 
notives,  go  beyond  those  articles.  No 
natter  what  party  might  hold  the  reins 
if  Government  in  this  country,  they  are 
bound  by  honour  even  more  stringent  than 
law  to  adhere  to  the  treaty.  Sir, 
irdance  with  that  treaty  the  late 
Governmentdid  advance  arms  and  ammu- 
nition to  the  Queen  of  Spain,  nor  did  it 
seek  immediate  payment  for  the  stores 
thus  advanced.  But  the  noble  Lord  op- 
posite has  laid  down  principles  of  inler- 
venlion  more  extensive  than  ever  yet  were 
attempted  lo  be  uphold  by  any  party  in 
this  country.  Sir,  if  the  principle  of  the 
noble  Lord  were  once  to  be  generally 
adopted  it  would  justify  the  intervention  of 
any  Government  which  might  think  proper 
to  interfere  with  the  internal  relalioni  of 
any  other  counlry,  thai  Government  con- 
stituting itself  (he  judge  of  the  necessity  for 
such  interference.  The  noble  Lord  says, 
that  it  is  the  duty  and  ihe  interest  of  a 
free  Government  to  interfere  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  freeinstilutions.  Why,  Sir, 
the  very  same  argumenl  might  be  advanced 
by  despotic  Powers  desirous  of  suppressing 
the  nascent  principles  of  freedom,  and  of 
crushing  Stales  which  sought  to  establiih 
more  popular  Forms  of  Government. Prussia 
or  Austria,  for  instance,  might  allege, 
"  "       '  iterests  are  opposed  to  the  esta- 
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to  procure  the  establishment  of  a  siraiitr 
political  system  in  that  country,  do  we 
juitif;  outaelrei  in  ptomoting  r  Byitem  ^ 
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deapotum,  and  ia  crushing  the  dnt  at* 
tempts  to  establish  a  just  and  rational 
liberty."  It  was  quite  beside  the  questioo 
to  enter,  ai  the  noble  Lord  had  done,  into 
a  consideratioD  of  the  policy  of  the  Quad- 
ruple Alliance,  With' equal  facetiousness 
the  noble  Lord  upbraided  my  hon,  and 
learned  Friend  for  having  allowed  so  much 
time  to  elapse  without  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  Parliament  to  the  Order  in  Council 
relaxing  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act.  My 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  was  reproached 
wiih  having  taken  »is  or  eight  months  for 
deliberation.  I  must,  however,  remind 
the  House,  that  when  the  noble  Lord  last 
appeared  upon  the  stage  as  the  defender 
of  that  Order  in  Council,  he  appeared  not 
only  in  the  character  of  a  logician,  but  also 
in  that  of  a  prophet.  Thepreseut  object  of 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  is  not  to  show 
that  the  raliocinaiions  of  the  noble  Lord 
were  illogical,  but  that  his  prophecies  had 
not  been  fulfilled,  and  it  was  necessary  that 
there  should  be  some  lapse  of  time  to  con- 
trodict  iheoobleLord'spredictions.  The  no- 
ble Lord's  arguments  were  all  answered  and 
refuted  at  the  time.  The  only  advantage 
which  the  noble  Lord  obtained,  if  indeed 
he  obtained  any,  was  derived  from  his 
being  in  possession  of  ofTTcial  communica- 
tions, whirh  could  not  be  in  the  possession 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  on  his  side  the  House. 
From  the  implicil  reliance  with  which  the 
noble  Lord  np)>eared  to  rest  on  those  com- 
municnCions,  and  from  the  confident  tone 
in  which  the  noble  Lord  then  spoke,  I 
certainly  enlertnined  hopes  that  the  contest 
in  Spain  would  have  been  terminated,  and 
that  the  Brtiish  Legion  would  have  re- 
turned home  before  this  time.  The  noble 
Lord  complained  that  great  disparagement 
had  been  very  unjustly  cast  upon  the  British 
Legion,  and  upon  its  gallant  commander 
Colonel  Evans.  I  have  not  heard  one 
word  uttered  in  this  House  derogating 
either  from  the  character  or  the  gallantry 
of  Colonel  Evani.  Neither  have  I  been 
any  party  to  the  aspersions  which  have 
been  thrown  upon  the  soldiers  under  his 
command.  Whatever  may  be  the  cause 
in  which  they  are  embarked,  it  \a  impos- 
sible for  me  not  to  feel  a  deep  sympathy 
in  the  fate  of  a  large  body  of  my  fellow- 
countrymen  engaged  in  a  foreign  land  in 
the  support  of  a  cause  which  they  deem  to 
be  in  accordance  with  their  principles. 
With  regard  to  the  British  Legion,  though 
it  is  not  in  our  service,  though  it  is 
cvnuBaaded    by    tbow   from  nhom 
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on  this  side  of  the  House  dissented  widely 
on  political  questions,  the  noble  Lord  may 
be  assured  that  he  will  not  hear  one  word 
from  us  in  disparngement  of  our  fellow- 
countrymen  who  compose  it— that  he  will 
not  hear  one  expression  of  doubt  as  to 
their  maintaining  thehonourof  the  British 
name — that  he  will  not  hear  one  reflection 
cast  upon  their  gallantry  and  courage. 
Suppose  that  they  fail ;  suppose  that 
sickness  and  privations  have  thinned  theit 
ranks;  suppose  that  want  of  discipline 
has  prevented  their  energies  from  being 
perfectly  effective;  suppose  that  the  ri- 
valry of  foreign  commanders  has  impeded 
the  display  of  their  native  gallantry, — ia 
that  any  reflection  on  them  ?  No  ;  but  it 
is  a  reflection  upon  those  who  have  com- 
mitted them  unnecessarily  in  this  strug- 
gle,  and  who  have  committed  along  with 
them  the  name  of  the  British  nation  and 
thehonourof  the  British  character.  If  the 
Quadruple  Treaty  requires  that  a  foreign 
expedition  should  he  sent  from  this  coun- 
try to  Spain,  that  I  admit  would  be  a 
Euflicient  justiflcalion  for  the  Government 
in  sending  it  forth  ;  hut  I  contend  .that, 
by  the  Quadruple  Treaty,  no  obligation 
is  imposed  upon  us  to  interfere  in  the 
contest  now  waging  in  Spain  by  recalling 
the  prohibition  contained  in  tlie  Foreign 
Enlistment  Act.  The  recall  of  that  pro- 
hibition made  us  substantially  a  parly  in 
that  contest.  The  noble  Lord  admits  that 
it  did.  Well,  then,  the  Quadruple  Treaty 
specified  what  we  should  contribute  to  the 
common  cause.  If  that  treaty  required 
from  us  military  intervention,  the  Govern- 
ment is  justified  in  using  such  interven- 
tion ;  but  the  question  ia,  "  Did  that 
treaty  impose  on  us  the  obligation  to 
repeal  the  prohibition  contained  in  the 
Foreign  Enlistment  Act  by  the  exercise  of 
the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  in  favour  of 
one  party  ?"  If  it  did  not,  I  am  at  liberty 
to  question  the  policy  of  that  repeal  as 
much  as  if  that  treaty  had  never  existed. 
I  freely  admit  to  the  noble  Lord  that  we 
are  bound  by  that  treaty,  but  1  am  now 
inquiring  whether  a  particular  act,  which 
we  have  committed,  was  required  from  us 
under  it.  The  noble  Lord  says  it  was ; 
but  that  I  am  equally  prepared  to  deny  ; 
and  if  my  denial  be  founded  on  right  prin- 
ciples, I  have  a  right  to  question  the  po- 
licy of  Government.  1  remain,  then,  up 
to  this  moment,  after  all  that  I  have  heard 
from  the  noble  Lord,  totally  unconvinced 
that  we  are  called  upott  by  tbe  Qaadroptq 


Treaty  to  permit  an  Englith  army,  not 
under  the  control  of  Engliih  officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  Crown,  to  go  to  Spain,  ai 
an  auiiliary  force.  We  have  not  laken — 
we  cannot  taLe — any  security  for  ils  suc- 
cess. This  BUgReilB  another  consideration 
-~doe<  (he  nobfe  Lord  consider  that  the 
Quadruple  Treaty  requires  from  us  still 
more  coercive  measures  against  Don 
Carlos,  fupposiog  the  present  measures  to 
fail,  as  it  appears  probable  that  they  will  ? 
The  perm iasion  to  enlist  is  not  suiGcient. 
We  have  already  given  the  Spanish  Go- 
Ternment  permiesion  to  enlist  10,000  men 
in  this  kingdom;  are  we  to  give  it  per- 
mission to  enlist  10,000  more?  or  are  we 
to  support  tbe  British  soldiers  now  under 
General  Evans  by  a  more  marked  exhibi- 
tion of  the  military  vigour  of  England? 
You  have  begun  by  a  grant  of  arms  and 
ammunition  ;  you  have  followed  that  up 
by  permissiou  to  enlist  in  your  dominions; 
are  you  prepared  to  go  still  further?  The 
noble  Lord  attempts  again  to  carry  us 
along  with  him,  by  giving  us,  as  of  old, 
the  most  flattering  hopes  of  success ;  but 
bow  can  we  repose  credit  in  them,  know- 
ing, as  we  all  do,  that  we  are  in  a  worse 
position  now  than  we  were  on  the  last 
occasion  on  which  the  noble  Lord  daz- 
zled our  eyes  with  delusive  visions  of  suc- 
cess? "  But,"  says  the  noble  Lord,  "  if 
you  doubt  our  policy,  you  identify  your- 
selves with  the  policy  of  Don  Carlos." — 
Sir,  I  do  no  such  thing,  I  do  with  all  my 
soul  abominate  and  abjure  the  cruelties 
and  excesses  in  which  both  parties  in  this 
sanguinary  contest  so  wantonly  indulge. 
1  am  not,  I  never  have  been,  a  partisan  of 
Don  Carlos.  All  I  wish  is  that  we  were 
not  parties  in  this  contest,  and  that  we 
were  not  in  our  present  painful  position. 
"  But,"  says  the  noble  Lord,  "  have  we 
not  interfered  elsewhere,  and  have  we  not 
intetfered  with  success?  We  interfered 
in  Greece,  in  Belgium,  and  in  Portugal — 
end  has  not  our  interference  been  produc- 
tive of  good  ?"  To  this  I  reply — the  case 
of  Portugal  is  separate  and  distinct  from 
all  others.  We  stand  to  Portu|;al  in  a 
very  diSereot  relation  from  that  in  which 
we  stand  to  any  other  country.  We  are 
bound  to  that  country  by  treaties  of  a  very 
special  nature,  and  our  interference  in  the 
concerns  of  Portugal,  either  with  a  naval 
or  a  military  force,  rests  upon  grounds 
very  different  from  any  which  exist  be- 
tween us  and  any  other  nation.  I  will  ask 
tliQ  HoDM  to  considei  bow  we  iotetfered 
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said  that  we  had  Interfered  with  the 
mestic  coDcems  of  Belgium.  How?  Ttte 
inhabitants  of  Belgium,  for  reasoaa  be.>t 
known  to  themselves,  refuaed  to  submit  lo 
the  yoke  of  the  King  of  Holland.  After 
that  refusal  broke  out  into  open  resistance, 
a  question  might  have  arisen,  whether 
under  treaties  then  In  existence,  we  were 
not  bound  to  protect  the  King  of  Holland 
in  his  rights  or  dominion  over  Belgium. 
Right  or  wrong,  we  declined  to  interfere. 
The  right  faon.  Member  for  Nottingbam 
(Sir  John  Hobhouse)  will  lecoUect  the 
case  of  Belgium  well.  Upon  the  opening 
of  Parliament,  objection  was  taken  to  that 
part  of  the  King's  speech  which  referred 
lo  the  domestic  a£f^ii  a  of  Belgium.  [Lord 
PalmtTSton:  I  did  not  use  the  expreauoD 
domestic  affairs.] — No  ?  Why  the  whole 
question  we  are  now  discussing  turns 
upon  the  right  which  one  state  claims 
to  interfere  with  the  domestic  concerns  of 
another.  Don't  I  know  that  if  you  have 
a  defensive  alliance  with  another  country, 
and  that  country  is  attacked  by  a  third 
party,  you  may  be  called  on,  and  if  called 
on,  you  must  interfere  and  assist  It  in  that 
foreign  quarrel  ?  But  is  it  a  foreign  quar- 
rel in  which  the  government  of  Spain 
now  calls  on  you  to  interfere?  The  ob- 
jection to  ourinterference  in  Spain  is,  that 
we, professing  principles  of  non-interfer- 
ence, except  lu  a  peculiar  case  of  danger 
arising  lo  ourselves  from  vicinage,  or  from 
the  undue  preponderance  of  a  third 
party — the  gravamen  of  the  cha^e 
against  us  is,  that  we  have  undertaken, 
wnen  there  are  two  partiefi  struggling  for 
the  succession  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  to 
Interfere  in-behalf  of  one  of  them,  and  to 
say  that  the  claims' of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Baique  provinces  are  not  founded  in 
justice.  There  never  was  a  country  in  leas 
danger  from  foreign  aggression  than  Spain 
is  at  this  moment.  Portugal  Is  friendly 
to  her :  France  is  friendly  to  her.  If  they 
were  not,  I  would  admit  that  our  inter- 
ference in  her  domestic  concerns  might 
be  justified.  The  gravamen  of  the  charge 
against  ns,'I  repeat,  is  this — that  we, 
h«ing  interested  in  the  establishment  oT 
free  constitutions,  have  made  ourselves 
parties  in  the  domestic  dissensions  of 
Spain,  by  endeavouring  to  establish  a 
free  constitution  there,  in  a  way  not 
justified  by  the  Quadruple  Treaty.     For 


my  own  part,  1  doubt   the   nitimate  re- 
•Hit  of  tb«  w«   whicl)  w9  ftre  now 
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asaiiting  the  Queen's  GoTernmeiit  (o 
carry  on.  If  we  succeed  in  establishing 
her  dynasty  by  the  assistance  of  a 
foreign  force,  I  fear  that  we  shall  do  little 
good.  If  the  Queen's  government  can- 
not repress  a  mountain  insurrection 
without  the  aid  of  a  foreign  force,  I 
cannot  bring  myself  to  believe  that  a 
government  which  rests  for  support  on 
foreign  intervention  can  be  permanently 
(uccessful.  Again,  let  us  look  to  our 
interference,  or  rather  to  our  mode  of 
interference,  as  it  bears  on  the  domestic 

ricy  of  England.  For  my  own  part, 
doubt  the  policy  of  letting  a  large 
force  of  British  soldiers  enter  into  th6 
service  of  a  foreign  power  in  the  way 
in  which  the  British  Legion  has  entered 
into  the  Eervica  of  the  Queen  of  Spain. 
If  it  is  defeated,  it  injures  the  naliooal 
character,  and  damps  the  national  spirit. 
If,  in  consequence  of  that  defeat,  you 
increase  its  numbers,  and  raise  it 
to  20,000  men,  and  if  upon  that  in- 
crease its  exertions  become  triumphant, 
and  it  returns  to  England  flushed  with 
feelings  of  victory,  I  will  not  conceal 
from  you  the  aii prehensions  of  danger 
which  I  entertain  from  your  having 
two  diSerent  armies  in  your  dominions, 
both  belonging  to  the  same  country, 
but  connected  wilh  their  officers  by  dif- 
ferent ties.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  after 
Bome  other  observations,  which  the  lateness 
of  the  hour  prevents  us  from  reporting, 
concluded  by  declaring.that  entertaining  as 
he  did  the  views  which  he  had  Just  declared 
respecting  our  foreign  policy,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  object  to  the  course  adopted  by 
the  noble  Lord.  He  did  not,  however, 
feel  himself  justified  in  supporting  a  vote 
of  crimination  against  the  Government, 
but  he  did  feel  himself  jusliGed  in  de- 
manding his  right  to  be  heard,  whilst  he 
questioned  on  a  vote  of  supply  the  policy 
of  his  Majesty's  Government. 

Sir  John  Hobhouae  was  sure  the  House 
had  not  expected  to  find  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  opposite  bringing  so  grave  a 
charge  as  he  had  brought  agamst  bis 
noble  Friend  the  Secretary  for  the  Foreign 
Department,  and  then  ending  his  speech 
with  such  an  extraordinary  attack  as  that 
contained  in  the  right  hon.  Baronet's 
concluding  observations.  Not  content 
with  terrifying  Parliament  and  the  coun- 
try with  the  imprudence  of  the  foreign 
policy  pursued  by  Ministers,  and  wilh  a 
labonoui  sndUTPur  to  iliow  the  KrJoui 
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dangers  Into  which  it  was  inveigling  the 
nation,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  con- 
cluded by  stating,  that  if  General  Evans 
returned  to  England  at  the  head  of  his 
army  flushed  with  all  the  feelings  of  vic- 
tory and  triumph,  he  would  be  more  dan- 
gerous than  ir  he  came  back  smarting 
under  a  sense  of  defeat.  ["JVo"]  He 
begged  pardon  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
and  his  clamorous  Friends,  but  he  was  not 
mistaken,  for  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  after 
detailing  to  the  House  the  disgrace  of  de- 
feat in  uiis  contest,  stated  that  the  victory 
of  General  Evans  would  be  stilt  more 
dangerous,  for  he  would  come  back,  ai 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  said,  at  the  head 
of  his  mercenary  army.  ["  JVb,  no."J  The 
right  hon.  Baronet,  if  heliad  not  used  the 
word  "  mercenary,"  had  implied  it,  for  he 
said  that  General  Evans  had  not  levied 
his  army  under  ordinary  circumstances. 
Hchad  likewise  added,ihat  General  Evans 
would  come  back  with  his  army  dangerous 
—the  right  hon.  Baronet  did'  not  say  to 
the  liberties  of  the  country,  but  dangerous 
in  some  mode  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
did  not  explain,  and  which  therefore  ap- 
peared sufficiently  anomalous.  It  was  to 
be  in  some  way  productive  of  danger, 
which  would  prove  very  embarrassing  to 
the  domestic  tranquillity  of  the  country, 
and  which  his  Majesty's  Government  ought 
to  be  prepared  to  anticipate  and  to  avert. 
It  was  not  for  him  (o  dispute  the  valour 
and  the  terrors  of  the  great  Geueral 
Evans — 

"  Great  lei  me  call  him. 
For  he  conquered  me," 
And  although  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  made  a  most  ingenious  and  edifying 
discourse  upon  the  subject,  he  must  be 
permitted  to  say  that  there  was  something 
about  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  genius 
almost  too  ponderous  for  a  joke.  He 
must  say  further,  that  in  the  discussion  of 
this  question  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  not  treated  his  noble  Friend,  the  Se- 
cretary for  the  Foreign  Department,  quite 
fairly,  neither  had  he  consultsd  the  diguity 
of  the  House,  nor,  if  be  might  be  per- 
mitted to  say  it,  of  himself,  by  the  course 
which  he  had  thought  proper  to  lake.  Did 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  complain  that 
the  present  Government  had  done  any 
thing  at  variance  wilh  Ihe  treaties  which 
they  found  in  force  when  they  came  into 
office?  Certainly,  be  believed  no  sudi 
charge  bad  been  attempted  to  be  made. 

It  would  b«  rwoilected,  that  during  tb« 
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short  time  the  right  hon.  Genileroan  and 
his  colleagues  were  in  office,  the  right 
hoD.  Gentleman  took,  an  opportunity  of 
stating  in  that  House  thai  he  had  main- 
taioed  the  existing  treaties  which  he  Tound 
on  coming  into  office,  and  that  he  con- 
sidered biroseir  bound  to  maintain  them, 
and  to  .follow  the  policy  of  his  predeces- 
sors; and  he  would  now  take  the  liherty 
of  saying  that  in  purtuance  of  this  prin- 
ciple the  provisions  of  the  Quadruple  Al- 
liance might  have  been  carried  out  further 
whilst  they  were  about  it,  by  the  equip- 
ment of  a  naval  force  in  support  of  the 
Queen  of  Spain.  This  had  not  been  done 
however;  by  so  doing  a  more  direct  act 
of  hostility  against  Don  Carlos  would  have 
beea  committed,  and  there  certainly  wojld 
not  have  been  any  ground  for  complain- 
ing of  the  anomalous  line  of  conduct  now 
attributed  to  thiscounlty.  He  presumed 
that  if  his  Majesty's  Government  had  pro- 
posed to  adopt  such  a  demonstration  of 
active  support,  there  could  have  been  no 
opposition  to  it  by  Parliament,  because, 
by  virtue  of  the  very  treaty  in  question 
they  were  called  upon  and  bound  to  lake 
that  step  if  ii  were  demanded  of  them. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  bad  made  an 
obsenatiun  that  the  Ministers  of  this 
country  ought  not  to  suffer  themselves  to 
be  diverted  or  lumed  aside  from  what  the 
great  commeri-ial  tiecessities  and  the  in- 
terests of  freedom  demanded,  by  vague 
and  general  notions  of  foreign  policy. 
Now,  if  il  turned  out  that  the  course  pur- 
sued on  the  present  occasion  was  con- 
ducive  to  the  conimcicial  advantages  of 
this  country,  he  presuioed  the  principle 
upon  which  the  Ministers  had  acted  would 
not  be  called  vague;  or  if  the  great  in- 
terests of  fieedom,  whereof  this  country 
was  of  old  the  great  and  prescriptive  de 
fender,  were  secured  by  it,  then  he  pre- 
sumed no  vagueness  of  principle  would  be 
attributed  to  them.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
iDan  then  talked  about  interveatioD,  he  said 
that  sometimes  the  present  Ministers  were 
for  inlervention,  and  called  it  non-iater- 
Tention ;  and  sometimes  they  were  for 
non-intervention  and  called  il  intervention. 
Now,  in  pursuance  of  this  ingenious  argu- 
ment, the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  fallen 
into  one  or  two  mistakes,  which  he  should 

i'uM  wish  to  remind  him  of.  He  should 
ike,  in  the  first  place,  to  refer  the  right 
boD.  Gentleman  to  a  notice  pot  upon  the 
books  a  short  time  before  the  right  hon, 
Oeotlemta  w«Dtoiit  of  office,  oa  the  tub- 
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ject  of  the  disputes  between  the  King  of 
Holland  and  his  subjects.  Who  was  it 
put  that  notice  upon  the  books  ?  Why,  he 
had  done  it  himself.  But  why  had  he 
done  so?  Because  it  was  declared  that 
the  King  of  Holland's  subjects  were  not 
justi6ed  in  the  cause  they  had  taken  up. 
And  who  made  that  declaration?  Who 
decided  between  the  King  of  Holland  and 
former  subjects  ?  Why,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself;  and  the  allusions  to 
the  subject  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne 
under  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  Govern- 
ment, at  that  time,  showed  the  opinion  of 
the  King  of  England  and  his  Ministers  to 
that  intervention  in  the  affairs  of  that 
country  was  not  only  justifiable,  but  indis- 
pensable. There  was  another  mistake  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's.  He  said, 
"  You  did  not  interfere  in  the  case  of 
Belgium;  why  did  you  interfere  in  Spain! 
Now,  he  would  Iik«  to  ask  what  was  the 
charge  that  had  been  made  against  hia 
noble  Fiicnd,  year  afler  year,  in  respect 
to  Belgian  alTairs?  Why,  certainly  not 
that  he  had  not  interfered,  butthat  he  did 
interfere.  The  truth  of  the  matter  was 
this — whether  his  noble  Friend  interfered 
or  did  not  interfere — whichever  way  he 
acted— the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his 
Friends  must  complain.  If  hia  noble  Friend 
and  his  colleagues  did  nothing,  they  were 
told  they  ought  lo  do  something;  if  they 
did  something,  they  were  told  that  they 
ought  to  attempt  more.  The  fact  was, 
that  his  noble  Friend,  during  the  few  years 
he  had  held  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Foreign  Department,  had  had  to 
contend  with  difficulties  such  as  no  Foreign 
Secretary  had  hitherto  ever  had  to  contend 
with;  and  he  must  say  further,  that  in 
his  opinion  his  noble  Friend  had  come 
forth  from  his  arduous  labours,  in  which 
certainly  he  had  been  supported  by  all  the 
native  energies  of  his  country,  and  also  by 
the  general  principles  and  feelings  of  his 
countrymen — he  had  come  forih  from  those 
arduous  duties  with  a  more  complete  suc- 
cess than  any  one  who  had  preceded  him 
in  such  an  office.  His  noble  Friend  had 
succeeded  in  keeping  alive  and  spreading 
the  great  flame  of  freedom  which  had 
marked  the  character  and  the  intellect  of 
the  British  people,  ever  since  we  had  been 
a  nation,  through  circumstances  of  un- 
paralleled difficulty — he  had  compromised 
nothiog  of  the  nation's  dignity,  and  stood 
clearer  in  the  face  of  his  country  and  of 
■nrtouDdiog  natiopi,   thui  anjr  Foroign 
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Secretary  who  had  ever  sat  upon  that 
Bench.  Did  the  noble  Lord  opposite,  who 
laughed  at  what  he  had  Just  said,  suppose 
that  he  (Sir  John  Hobhousc)  said  this 
from  any  feehng  of  private  regard  for  hii 
noble  Friend.  He  spoke  upon  very  differ- 
ent grounds.  *  Circumstancea  had  brought 
his  noble  Friend  and  himself  to  sit  upot 
the  same  Bench.  He  would  tell  thi 
noble  Lord  opposite  [Lord  Mahon,  w 
beliere]  that  nothing  which  the  noble  Lord 
himself  could  promise  him,  nothing  that 
he  could  offer  him,  no  interest  or  patron- 
age that  he  could  give  him,  would  induce 
him  (Sir  J.  Hobhouse)  to  say  one  word 
which  he  did  not  in  his  conscience  believe 
to  be  Irue;  and  in  the  thorough  conviction 
of  the  truth  of  whut  he  was  uttering,  he 
again  repeated  his  opinion — on  all  that  he 
had  seen  of  the  foreign  policy  of  his  noble 
Friend,  that  his  noble  friend  had  acquitted 
himself  with  greater  honour  than  any  oF 
his  predecessors  in  office.  The  Govern- 
ment bad  acted  fully  up  to  what  was  their 
duty  in  regard  to  the  Quadruple  Treaty  ; 
they  had  done  no  one  act  in  reference  to 
it.  to  which,  if  they  were  to  go  out  of 
office  to-morrow,  their  successors  in  olGce 
could  attach  any  blame.  His  noble  Friend 
had  not  done  in  ofHce  a  single  act  which  if 
oul  of  office  lo-niorrow  he  would  not 
port  and  enforce.  The  policy  of  his  r 
Friend  was  iha  same  now  as  it  wa 
I8.'14,  and  nothing  had  occurred  siAce  of 
which  Parliamenthad  a  right  to  complain. 
He  had  nothingto  reply  to  in  the  speecbof 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  preceded 
him.  There  was  no  laying  hold  of  his 
pleasantness,  which,  though  clever,  could 
not  be  caught  by  minds  less  lively  than  the 
mind  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  The 
question  now  before  them  was,  whether 
Government  had  done  anything  of  which 
Parliament  had  a  right  to  complain  ;  but, 
as  he  said  before,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  abstained  altogether  from  mak- 
ing any  charge  of  the  kind.  In  conclu- 
sion, he  would  only  observe,  that  he  and 
the  rest  of  his  colleagues  would  always 
hold  themselves  ready  to  meet,  fairly  and 
frankly,  ony  charge  that  could  be  brought 
against  them  on  the  subject  of  their  foreign 
policy,  when  he  had  no  doubt  of  their  be- 
ing able  to  show  most  satisfactorily  that 
they  had  in  no  wise  departed  from  the  spi- 
rit of  existing  treaties,  nor  in  the  sl'rghtesi 
degree  compromised  the  honour  and  divi- 
nity of  the  country. 

Mr.  Thomas  Vuncombe  wished  lo  have 


1. 26}  AffMTt  ofSpaai,  1018 

risen  at  an  CBrtier  period  of  the  debate  to 
express  his  dissent  from  the  noble  Lord's, 
(Mahon)  opinion  with  regard  to  Spain  : 
he  could  not  admit,  that  the  ooble  Lord's 
prophecies  had  been  fulBlled,  nor  could 
he  agree  in  the  description  the  uoble  Lord 
had  given  of  the  contest  now  carrying 
on  in  that  country  as  a  contest  between  two 
"  factions."  He  denied  that  the  Queen's 
party  was  a  "  faction";  her's  was  a  legiti- 
mate Government,  which  had  been  recog- 
nized  by  the  noble  Lord's  late  leader,  the 
Duke  of  Wellington.  With  regard  to  the 
convention  of  Lord  Eliot  to  which  refer- 
ence had  been  made  by  the  noble  Lord, 
he  (Mr.  Duncombe)  had  always  been  of 
opinion  and  still  was,  that  that  convention 
was  more  favourable  to  Don  Carlos  than 
to  the  Queen  ;  and  as  to  its  being  dic- 
tated by  humanity,  the  fate  of  some  of  our 
countrymen  in  Spain  showed  that  to  be  a 
mere  delusion.  Then  as  to  precedents 
for  allowing  the  enlistment  of  troops  under 
a  foreign  banner,  he  held  in  his  hand  an 
Act,  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  passed  in 
1794,  entitled,  "  an  Act  to  enable  French 
subjects  to  enlist  in  the  British  service  on 
the  continent."  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
no  doubt,  would  say,  these  Frenchmen 
were  mercenaries.  [Hear,  hear,  from  Mr. 
Wym.]  The  right  hon.  Member  for 
Montgomeryshire  seemed  to  think  so;  bat 
the  Tories  ofthe  day  supported  Mr.  Pitt  in 
that  Bill,  and  in  that  they  were  perfectly 
consistent  with  their  present  opposition, 
for  that  Bill  was  to  encourage  the  enlist- 
ment of  foreign  troops  to  crush  that  very 
cause  of  liberty  on  the  continent,  fur  the 
support  of  which  the  present  suspension  of 
the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act  was  defended 
by  Government;  they  were  consistent  in 
their  object,  if  not  in  their  means,  their 
object  in  both  cases  was  to  put  down  free- 
dom, for  that  they  now  declaimed  against 
the  very  measure  which  they  had  assisted 
Mr.  Pitt  to  carry  through  Parliament  in 
1794.  There  was  one  subject  to  which  he 
had  intended  to  call  the  attention  of  bis 
Majesty's  Government,  and  which,  if  the 
House  did  not  think  it  too  late,  he  would 
then  briefly  advert  to.  He  alluded  to  the 
unfortunate  state- prisoners  at  Ham  ;  the 
political  victims  ofthe  late  French  Revo- 
lution. He  was  grieved  to  End  that  one 
two  of  those  unhappy  captives  were 
fast  pining  away  frnm  the  effects  of  their 
long  imprisonment,  and  the  unhealthiness 
of  their  situation.  Surely,  whatever  crimes 
they  had  been  guilty  of,  six  years  of  impri- 
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•onment  and  sfllictioD  ha<3  expiated  it,  and 
or  what  crimei  had  Uiey  been  guilty  which 
the  authorities  lince  eslabliahed  had  not 
equalled  or  lurpaiied,  even-handed  juittce 
required  that  their  iropriionment  should 
be  terminated,  or  ifjustice  did  not  demand 
it,  enlightened  policy  recommended  it,  and 
every  Feeling;  of  generosity  and  humanity 
■poke  loudly  in  its  favour.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman concluded  by  reading  the  letter  ad- 
dressed by  Priiice  Polignac  on  the  17th  of 
August,  1630,  to  the  French  Chamber,  in 
which  he  entreated  permission  either  to 
retire  for  ever  into  private  life,  or  to  expa- 
triate himself  with  liis  wife  and  children  to 
some  other  land.  That  wife  and  the 
mother  of  those  children  was  a  British 
Bubject,  and  consequently  had  an  addi- 
tional claim  upon  British  sympathy.  These 
unfortunate  prisoners  were  now  m  a  de- 
clining state  of  health  from  their  pro- 
tracted imprisonment,  and  if  not  released 
could  not  long  be  expected  to  survive.  He 
trusted,  therefore,  the  House  would  not 
think  he  had  deviated  too  far  from  the 
question  in  entreating;  of  his  Majesty's 
Government  to  mediate  with  the  French 
Government  for  their  release;  a  request 
which  would  not  only  come  graciously  from 
them,  but  would,  he  was  sure,  be  at  once 
responded  to  by  the  generous  forgiveness 
of  the  French  nation. 

The  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Oxford,  (Mr,  Maclean)  was  acceded  to, 
and  the  Orilerofthe  Duyfora  Committee 
of  Supply,  on  which  the  debate  arose,  was 
read,  and  the  Committee  deferred. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS, 
Monday,   February  29,    1836. 
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UHICIPAL      CORPORATIOKB       (Irb- 

land).]  Mr.  Sergeant  O'^ooA/en,  when 
the  Bill  relative  to  Municipal  Corporations 
in  Ireland  wasintroduced  into  this  House, 
it  was  understood  that  upon  the  second 
reading  1  should  avail  myself  of  the  op- 
portunity that  would  be  then  afTorded  to 
me  to  state  to  the  House  the  reasons 
which,  in  my  humble  judgment,  ought  to 
induce  thera  to  pass  this  Bill,  and  to  elate 
to  them  the  details  of  the  ineasute  I  have 
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the  honour  to  propose.    The  House    i« 
aware  that  a  Report  from  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  inuutre  into  Munici- 
pal Corporations  in  Ireland,  has  been  on 
the  Table  of  the  House  for  some  time.      ( 
will  now  briefly  state  to  the   House  the 
substance  of  the  Report,  so  far  ai  it  relates 
to  the  number  of  Corporations  DOir  exist- 
ing in  Ireland,  and  to  the  number  of  cor- 
porators to  be   found  in  the  borougbs  to 
which  they  belong.     It  appears  from  the 
Report  that  there  may  be  said  to  be  now 
existing    in    Ireland    sixty   Corporations. 
The  Report  states  that  sixty  Corporations 
were  found  to  be  "  in  full   vigour,"  that 
there  were  eleven  which  were   almost  ex- 
tinct, and  agood  many  which  have  become 
extinguished   since  tlie    Union    in    1800. 
Id   the  towns  in  which  these  seventy-one 
Corporations  exist,  tlie  Report  states  there 
is  a  population,  amountttig  in  the  whole 
to  900,000  persons,  and  that  the    total 
number  of  corporators  does  not  exceed 
13,000.     If  we  look  a  little  more  into  the 
Report,  we  shall  find  that  ofthese  13,000, 
8,000  are  to  be   found  in  four  boroughs; 
so  that  we  have  5,000  corporators  to  be 
distributed  among  the  other  finy-five  or 
Gfty-gix  boroughs;  regulating  the  afPaira 
of  a  population  amounting  in  number  to 
considerably  more  than  500,000  people. 
The  Report,  in  describing  the  Corporaliont 
of  Ireland,  states  thut  they  are  almost  en- 
tirely   ruled    by    self-elected   governing 
bodies,  who  are  the  mere  nominees  of  the 
patrons  of  the  boroughs ;  that  in  Hfty. 
seven  Corporations  which  are  exclusively 
ruled  by   the  governing  body,   there  are, 
of  the  corporators,  I  have  stated,  13,7£0; 
leaving  in  those  which  have  the  slightest 
share  of  popular  feeling,  or  popular  con- 
trol, no  more  than  250.     The  Report,  Sir, 
after  detailing  what    I    have  stated  with 
respect  to  these  Corporations,  exhibits  the 
general  result  to  be,  that  the  Corporations 
of  Ireland,  which  wereoriginally  intended, 
as  I  shall  hereafter  show,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  several  cities,  towns,  and  boroughs 
in  which  they  maybe  situated,   "are  in 
many  instances  of  no  service  to  the  com- 
munity; in  others,  injurious;  in  all,  in> 
sufficient  and  inadequate  to  the  proper  pur- 
posesand  ends  of  such  institutions."    The 
Report  also  slates—  "  It  has  followed  that 
in  many    towns  there    is    no    recogoisFd 
commonalty;  that  in  others,  where  exist- 
ing in  name,  it  is  entirely  disproportioaed 
to  the  inhabitants,  and  consist  of  a  very 
small  portion,  of  an  exclusive  character. 
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not  compriain^  the  mercantile  interests, 
nor  representing  the  wealth,  intelligence, 
or  respectability  of  the  town  ;  the  Corpo- 
rations are  not  without  reason  looked  on 
by  the  great  body  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  corporate  districts  with  suspicion  and 
distrust,  as  having  interests  distinct  from, 
and  adverse  to,  those  of  the  general  com- 
munity; whom  they  thus  studiously  ex- 
clude from  a  participatioQ  in  the  munici- 
pal government ;  their  members  fre- 
quently consist  entirely  of  the  relatives 
and  adnerenta  of  particular  individuals  or 
families,  and  the  principles  of  their  asso- 
ciation and  those  which  regulate  admis- 
■ioD  or  exclusion  have  rarely  any  connec- 
tion with  the  common  benefit  of  the  dis- 
trict, or  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants  ;  in 
far  the  greater  number  of  the  close  Cor- 
porations, the  persons  composing  them  are 
the  mere  nominees  of  the  patron  or  pro- 
prietor of  the  borough,  while  in  those 
apparently  more  enlarged,  they  are  ad- 
mitted and  associated  in  support  of  some 
fiariicular  political  interest,  most  frequent- 
y  at  variance  with  the  majority  of  the 
resident  inhabitancy ;  in  the  town  of 
Belfast  the  whole  Municipal  Corporation 
consists  of  the  Sovereign,  the  Lord  of  the 
Castle,  the  constable,  his  appointee, 
twelre  self-elected  burgesses,  and  six  free- 
meu.  The  laws  which  for  a  series  of  years 
operated  to  exclude  those  professing  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  from  Corporations 
were  repealed  in  1793,  but  the  Roman 
Catholics  have  hitherto  derived  little 
practical  advantage  from  the  change ;  in 
the  close  boroughs  they  are  almost  uni- 
versally excluded  from  all  corporate  pri- 
vileges ;  in  the  more  considerable  towns 
they  have  been  rarely  admitted  even  as 
freemen,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  they 
are  altogether  excluded  from  the  govern- 
ing bodies;  in  some,  and  among  them  is 
th<  most  important  Corporation  in  Ireland, 
that  of  Dublin,  their  admission  is  still 
resisted  on  avowed  principles  of  sectarian 
distinction.  Since  the  changes  have  taken 
place  which  have  enabled  Koman  Catho- 
lics to  share  in  the  general  diffusion  of 
wealth,  and  in  the  beneSts  of  unrestricted 
industry,  they  have  risen  and  multiplied  in 
the  middle  and  upper  classes,  so  that  in 
most  of  the  cities  and  towns  they  consti- 
tute not  only  a  majority  of  the  whole 
population,  but  a  large  proportion  of  the 
more  opulent  orders.  The  operation  of 
the  defects  we  have  pointed  out  extends 
beyond  what  may  be  deemed  corporate 
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limits.  The  Corporations  have  long  be- 
come unpopular  and  objects  of  suspicioD  : 
as  at  present  constituted  they  are  in  many 
instances  of  no  service  to  the  community, 
in  others  injurious,  in  all  insufficient  and 
inadequate  to  the  proper  purposes  and 
ends  of  such  institutions;  the  public  dis- 
trust in  them  attaches  on  their  officers 
and  nominees,  and  the  result  is  a  failure 
of  that  respect  for  and  confidence  in  the 
ministers  of  justice  and  police  which  ought 
to  subsist  in  well  regulated  communities, 
and  which,  when  they  do  exist,  conduce 
so  much  to  the  peace  and  gnod  order  of 
society,  and  without  which  the  authority 
of  the  law  may  be  dreaded,  but  cannot 
be  respected  or  effective."  This,  Sir,  is 
the  account  given  in  the  Report  on  the 
Corporations  of  Ireland;  and  that  they 
do  not  represent  the  feelings — that  they 
do  not  represent  (1  mean  not  to  speak  it 
offensively)  the  respectability,  the  wealth, 
the  intelligence,  or  the  commercial  inter- 
ests of  the  boroughs  in  which  they  are 
situated,  no  person  who  has  read  the 
several  Reports  of  the  Commissioners 
can  hesitate  to  believe.  Nor,  when  I  say 
that  they  are  exclusive,  do  I  mean  that 
they  exclude  merely  those  who  profess  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion ;  but  that  they  ex- 
clude every  person  of  what  religion  soever, 
who  is  an  advocate  for,  or  supposed  to  be 
favourable  to,  liberal  opinions:  still  less 
must  the  House  imagine  that  the  1,300 
corporators.supposing  them  tube  so  many, 
in  any  expression  of  their  opinion  repre- 
sent the  feelings  of  the  Protestants,  Since 
1793  Roman  Catholics  have  been  ad- 
missible to  the  Corporations  of  Ireland, 
and  since  1793  I  do  not  believe  thai  200 
Roman  Catholics  have  been  admitted.  In 
the  city  of  Dublin,  says  the  Report— 
"  Since  the  year  1793  the  freedom  of  the 
Corporation  and  guilds  has  been  by  law 
open  to  Roman  Catholics,  yet  there  is  not 
known  to  have  been,  to  the  present  time, 
a  single  individual  of  that  persuasion  ad- 
mitted to  the  Common  Council;  the  ex- 
clusion is  not  confined  to  the  Roman 
Catholics;  the  being  known  or  suspected 
to  be  friendly  to  their  claims  previously  to 
the  Emancipation  Act  was  equally  effec- 
tive to  disqualify  the  applicant,  though  a 
Protestant,  and  the  advocacy  of  what  are 
called  liberal  or  popular  politics,  has 
formed,  and  still  forms,  a  strong  ground  of 
objection  ;  in  short,  the  proceedings  of 
the  Corporation  as  to  the  admiiaion  of 
freemen  have  been,  and  avowedly  are, 
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conducted  on  the  roost  extreme  principle! 
of  excluBiOD,  religious  and  political;  the 
freedom  is  consequently  limited  to  a  class 
wliich,  tliough  considerable  in  numbers 
and  property,  exclude  a  large  porlion  of 
the  trading  and  iiidustriouB  members  of 
the  community."  The  Report  also  finds 
that  the  municipal  bodies,  not  alone  in' 
the  places  to  which  I  have  referred,  but 
in  every  part  of  the  Kingdom  in  which 
they  are  to  be  found,  are  unsuited  to  the 
wants,  and  nnravourable  to  the  principles 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  that  (hey  exist 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  those  who  have 
acquired  dominion  in  them,  and  who  have 
abused  them  to  the  very  worst  of  pur- 
poses. Having  stated  the  general  cha- 
racter given  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Corporations  of  Ireland,  I  shall  now  pro- 
'  ceeJ,  with  the  permission  of  the  House, 
to  the  particular  details  of  some  of  these 
bodies.  I  shall  first  stale  to  the  House 
how  some  of  these  Corporations  have  ma- 
naged the  property  intrusted  to  them  for 
the  public  benefit,  and  shall  begin  with 
the  city  of  Dublin.  The  Corporation  of 
the  city  of  Dublin — (I  am  about  to  refer 
to  one  of  many  instances  of  the  same  de- 
scription, so  strong  that  I  do  not  think  I 
should  be  justified  in  passing  it  over) — 
the  Corporation  got  an  Act  of  Parliament 
passed,  in  the  year  1776,  enabling  them 
to  charge  the  occupiers  of  houses  in 
Dublin  a  certain  rate  for  the  supply  of 
water.  This  was  called  the  pipe-water 
rate.  The  Act  does  not  notice  any  debt 
due  to  the  Corporation  for  expenditures  of 
the  water-works.  Immediately  af^er  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  the  corporators  voted 
(it  was  their  first  act)  1,500/.  per  annum 
to  their  treasurer  out  of  the  rates,  in  part 
compensation  of  several  sums  expended 
by  them  on  the  works,  though  the  Act 
noticed  no  such  claim.  They  retained  out 
of  the  rates,  and  money  borrowed  on  the 
security  of  the  rates;  on  account  of  this 
1,500/.  per  annum,  previous  to  1609, 
47,£gi/.  In  1809  they  got  an  Act  passed 
for  substituting  metal  for  wooden  pipes, 
and  this  Act  recited  that  there  was  a  debt 
of  67,200/.  secured  by  the  pipe-water 
rates,  and  that  32,800/.  would  be  neces- 
sary for  the  new  works;  and  it  granted 
new  rates,  called  metal  main  rates,  until 
those  two  sums,  making  100,000/,,  should 
be  paid,  and  no  longer.  It  provided  four 
funds    for    extinguishing    lliis    debt    of 


done  was  to  raise  the  1,500/.  per  anoam, 
which  had  been  voted  to  their  treasarer, 
to  2.500/.  per  annum;  they  also  increased 
the  appointments  of  several  other  officers 
out  of  these  funds.  The  Act  was  framed 
so  as  to  continue  the  rate  until  the 
100,000/.  was  repaid;  and  by  misapply- 
ing the  funds  they,  in  efiect,  continued 
the  tax.  In  1823  some  of  the  citizens 
filed  an  information  in  Chancery  against 
the  Corporation  for  an  account  of  the  rates 
received  ;  the  Corporation  answered  in 
1824,  and  insisted  that  the  rales  belonged 
to  them  as  their  private  property,  un- 
fettered by  any  trust  from  the  public. 
Lord  Manners  dismissed  the  suit  with 
costs,  saying  he  had  no  Jurisdiction.  The 
"House  of  Lords  reversed  his  decree,  and 
directed  the  accounts  to  be  taken:  the 
accounts  were  taken  before  the  Master  in 
July,  1831  ;  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  pro- 
nounced hiH  decree  on  the  Master's  re- 
port, declaring  that  the  tax  ought  to  be 
closed  in  1825,  and  directing  that  the 
Corporation  should  pay  off  74,000/.  which 
remained  due  to  the  holders  of  securiiiea 
issued  on  the  rates,  and  the  Corporation 
were  directed  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  suit. 
The  Corporation  appealed  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  in  the  mean  time  endeavoured 
to  avoid  the  operation  of  the  decree  by 
issuing  new  securities  charged  newly  on 
the  pipe-water  rates.  An  injunction 
against  this  proceeding  was  awarded,  and 
in  June,  1835,  the  House  of  Lords  af- 
firmed the  decree  with  coats.  The  Cor- 
poration in  May,  1827,  ceased  to  collect 
the  metal  main  tax,  and  the  result  is,  that 
in  a  period  of  eighteen  years  they  misap* 
plied  74,000/.,  being  more  than  4,000/.  in 
each  year  out  of  this  tax  alone.  On  looking 
H  the  accounts  of  this  Corporolion  for  the 
years  ending  the  29ih  September,  1833 
and  1834,  I  find  the  following  items:— 


Casual  and  Ui 


expenses     £3,175  13 

1,314  10 

4,ei3  13 

4eB  13 


Total  —  9,599  n  B 
most  probably  incurred  in  the  suit  to 
sustain  their  unjust  claim  to  the  rates. 
Here  is  one  instance  of  the  abuses  under 
the  present  corporate  system  in  Ireland, 
from  which  the  House  will  observe,  that 
the  great  abuse  is  not  the  misapplication 
te  but  of  public  funds,  intrusted 


100,000/.— the  Corporation  was  to  apply  j  to  'ihem    for    public    purpses,   and    llie 
them ;  instead  of  doing  so,  the  first  thing  !  course  they  have  adopted  with  respect  to 
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these  fimds  aSbrds  as  iastnictivQ  an  ex- 
Binple  as  perhaps  can  be  found,  of  the 
danger  and  mischier  of  committing  the 
business  of  local  taxation,  the  control  of 
large   fundi,    and   the   administration   of 

gublic  trusts,  to  a  smali  and  self-elected 
ody  acting  without  public  scrutiny,  and 
controlled  by  no  superior  authority.  I 
shall  now  come  to  another  case,  the  de- 
tail of  which  any  lion.  Member  may 
Gnd  in  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Corporation  of  Derry.  In  1790  the 
Corporation  of  Derry,  consisting;  of  u 
mayor,  twelve  aldermen,  twenty-four  bur- 
gesses, and  two  sheriffs,  obtained  an  Act 
of  Parliament,  authorising  them  to  build 
■  bridge  over  the  river  Foyle ;  and  they 
also  obtained  the  privilege  of  collecting 
tolls  and  tonnage,  from  the  amount  of 
which  the  expense  was  to  be  paid.  Well, 
they  borrowed  16,500/.,  and,  although 
from  that  period  op  to  1813  they  collected, 
under  the  authority,  of  the  Act  no  less 
than  34,2001.,  yet  not  one  shilling  of  the 
amount  borrowed  was  repaid.  In  1813 
the  bridge  was  carried  away,  and  the  Cor- 
poration applied  to  Parliament  for  a  new 
Act,  and,  in  order  to  rebuild  the  bridge, 
obtained  from  the  consolidated  fund 
15,000/.,  to  be  repaid  by  instalments  in 
twentf  years.  They  rebuilt  the  bridge, 
expending  on  it  17,000/.  (exclusive  of  the 
15,000/.)  From  the  year  1813  to  1831 
they  received  from  the  tolls,  Ac,  74,000/,, 
and  yet  not  one  single  shilling  of  the  debt 
has  been  paid,  nor  has  the  balance  57,000/., 
been  accounted  for.  They,  at  the  same 
time,  received  from  other  sources — the 
tonnage  dues  for  instance~-very  large 
sums  indeed.  I  shall  just  state  to  the 
House  the  general  conclusion  upoa  this 
subject  to  which  the  Commissioners  ar- 
rived. It  appears  that  the  total  of  sums, 
not  including  amounts  from  time  to  time 
borrowed  and  paid,  which  passed  through 
the  hands  of  the  Corporation  between 
1 790,  when  they  first  became  invested  with 
PaHiamentary  trusts,  till  1831,  wlien  the 
greater  part  uf  their  private  property  was 
sold  under  executions,  was  as  follows: — 
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Total    . 
Siinii  botromd  and  laid  c 
building  and  repniring   the 


Stins  expended  for  ottirr  piibli 

piirpoata    .  

Total    .        ,       ^lifi.;7e    0    0 


^31,594    0    0 

35.1  sa 
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Not  seeoaated  fof  ,£303,563  14  10 
The  Report  gives  some  detail  of  the  man- 
ner  in  which  these  different  sums  were 
expended.  The  annual  chaises,  it  ap- 
pears, were  salaries,  annuities,  pensions, 
and  charities.  Salaries  were  paid  to  a 
variety  of  persons,  corporate  officers. 
They  had  a  solicitor  at  a  regular  salary; 
though,  I  believe,  it  is  stated  in  the  Report 
that  one  bill  of  costs  of  this  suUried  officer 
amounted  to  4,000/.  Large  sums  wera 
expended  in  entertainments;  and,  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  a  solaried  apothe- 
cary was  required  to  attend  the  Corpora- 
tion. Solate  as  1830  they  had  a  cook  at 
a  salary  of  100/.  a.^ear.  Inthcyear  1S13, 
it  appears;  the  salaries  were  1 , 1 35/.  5s.  9d. 
per  annum.  To  their  Recorder  (Sir  G. 
Hill)  they  could  afford  to  vole  a  piece  of 
plate  which  cost  1,160/.,  and  at  the  time 
this  was  voted  the  Corporation  was.  heavily 
indebted.  At  the  period  his  late  Majesty 
George  4th  visited  Ireland,  the  Corpora- 
lion  of  Derry  sent  a  deputation  to  congra- 
tulate him  (a  distance  of  1 10  miles),  and  I 
find  the  expense  charged  546/.  I4s,  5d. 
In  salaries,  in  about  twenty  years,  they 
paid  20,000/.,  besides  other  considerable 
■urns.  The  following,  I  find,  is  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Report  in  reference  to  this 
Corporation  : — "  Tbeir  pensions,  charities, 
and  gratuities  were  upon  a  scale  of  muni- 
ficence wholly  unjustifiable  in  the  trustees 
of  public  money.  They  gave,  too,  some 
presents  to  their  own  members;  and  in 
periods  not  recent,  but  not  very  remote, 
some  dispositions  were  made  of  corporate 
property,  advantageous  to  individuals  be- 
longing to  the  Corporation,  and  detri- 
mental to  its  corporate  interests.  Again, 
self- elective,  it  created  its  own  members, 
withoutpublicBcrutinyof  theirqualificaCion 
for  office,  or  any  security  against  the  worst 
appointments;  coDferriog  office  for  life,  tt 
provided  no  meaus  of  aubstituting  for  the 
absent,  the  incompetent,  or  the  slothful, 
successors  residing  within  the  sphere  of 
their  duties,  and  able  and  inclined  to  dis- 
charge them;  conducting  their  proceed- 
ings in  secret,  and  never  accounting  for 
them  to  any  superior  authority,  or  to  a 
constituent  body,  its  members  could  not 
be  either  stimulated  or  checked  by  any  of 
those  motives  leading  to  caution,  to  vigi- 
lance, to  aclivity,  and  to  fidelity  in  the 
performance  of  |iubUc  trusU,  which  arise 
from    apprehension  of    tcsponsibiliiv,    or 
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from  fesT  of  the  >hame  and  ceniure  that 
follow  the  publicity  (ji  gross  error,  rf  de- 
tected misconduct,  or  even  of  well-inten- 
tioned foHy.  The  Corporation,  forty 
years  ago,  had  an  ample  income,  and  was 
almost  out  of  debt.  Funds  were  intrusted 
to  them,  enlarging  the  income  under  their 
control  to  7,000/.  per  annum.  During 
that  period  they  have  contracted  debts 
vhich  they  are  unable  to  pay,  and  are 
now  destitute  of  the  means  to  defray  the 
ordinary  charges  of  their  magistracy,  or  the 
salaries  of  their  public  oHicers.  Invested 
by  Acts  of  Parliament  with  public  trusts 
for  specific  purposes,  they  have  treated 
their  funds  as  part  of  their  corpo- 
rate income;  they  have  failed  to  apply 
them  according  to  the  express  enact- 
ments of  the  Legislature,  and  have  de- 
voted them  to  purposes  not  warranted 
by  the  Acts  creating  the  funds  and  de- 
claring the  trusts."  In  fact.  Sir,  it  appears 
that  in  every  case  in  which  it  was  possible 
to  be  expensive,  the  Corporation  of  Derry 
was  expensive.  I  now  come.  Sir,  to 
another  Corporation,  in  comparison  with 
.which  the  expenditure  of  that  of  Derry 
does  not,  certainly,  appear  to  be  so  culpa- 
ble. It  is  but  justice  to  the  CorporatioD 
of  Derry  to  say,  that  their  expenditure  of 
the  property  was  Dot  bo  much  governed 
by  considerations  of  persona)  proUt  as  in 
Drogheda.  I  shall  read  to  the  House  an 
extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Commis- 
siooers,  exhibiting  the  mode  in  which  this 
Corporation  managed  the  public  money 
intrusted  to  them  for  public  purposes 
with  a  view  to  advance  the  private  in 
terests  of  those  connected  with  their  ow 
body.  I  be^  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  following  passage  of  the  Report  :■ 
"  Very  great  diualis&cti 
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I  in  which  the  Cotporelion  hkve  conducted 
eltiagi  of  their  properly,  the  cooseqaent 

depreciation  of  the  rentals  of  (heir  estates,  and 
tEie  appropriation  among  themselves  of  a  lar^e 
ne  (between  IO,O00/.  and  lifiOOL  a  year) 
K  is  considered  lo  be  applicable   to  (he 
municipal  wants  of  the  dJatrjct.   The  members 
of  tbe  Coriporation  themseWei  admit  thai  the 
properly,  it  now  let  in  the  uaoal  manner  b^ 
n  the  landlord  and  tenant,  would  produce 
12,000/.  per  annum.    In  the  iuterral  be- 
tween  our  two  visits  to  the  town,  tome  re- 
spectable inhabitants  who  felt  an  interest  in 
'ni^uiry,  had  taken  the  trouble  of  making 
atimate  of  the  present  value  of  the   pro- 
perty of  the  Corporation.   From  an  inspection 
of  the  diSeraot  premises,  and  from  the   par- 
ticulars comprised  in  the  rental  of  the  Corpo- 
tion,  the  result  i)  staled  as  follows : — 
110  acres  of  land,  estimated 
at  annual  value  ofTSf.  Irish 
per   acre.      This    estimate 
being  taken  from  an  average 
of  the  rents  of  the  commons 
lands  from  irT9  to  1334, 
and  of  the  Mannimon  lands 
in  1771,  the  letting  of  which 
were  public;   819  houses, 
warehouses,  and  cabins  £7,109     1     6) 

stimaled  at  an  annual  value  of  7,63B     O     0 


£l4,73r     1      6| 
Total  present  annual  valus      .    3,Z6S    S    2} 


Dilference  .  .  £11,471  J5  4 
An  estimate  has  also  been  made  of  tbe 
value  of  the  interests  derived  under  the 
Corporation  by  particular  families,  who 
have  considerable  influence  in  the  nssem- 
biy,  and  usually  occupy  the  principal 
offices  in  the  Corporation.  The  following 
table  comprises  a  list  of  those  families, 
with  a  description  of  the  property  held  by 
them;  fines  paid  on  renewal  of  leases; 
rents  now  payable  to  the  Corporation,  and 
present  value  of  the  premises :— 


1 

Fines. 

Rents. 

Present 
Value. 

Smith's    

Tandy's   

Chesshire's 

Uland's 

Holmes's 

Sandiford-S 

Balfour's 

Gilbtm's 

Donagh's 

Fautlough's 

131 
35 
31 

106 
23 
9fl 

23 
3 
54 
IB 

ao 

56 

A.     K.     p. 

474  0  29 
31  2  61 
41  1  32j 
63     0     4 

208  3  30 
25    2    r 

331     1  20 

17  I   35 
46     1  27 

188     a     0 

18  3  12 
79    0     3 
39  -3  34 

£.     #.    rf. 

7390  9  11 
353  1  1 
350  18    8 

2502  17     5 

1790  0  3 
40  11     0 

131B  0  0 
357  11  3 
549     5     7 

3B44  10  1 
154     7     8 

1009   a    2 

1757     7    5 

£.    1.    d. 

518  17  11 
57  4  0 
74  17     81 

235  10     6] 

105  0  6 
51  4  9 
65  11  6 
57  10  7 
15  14     6 

477  5  11 
37  3  9 
89     1     3 

192     8     6 

£.     ..    d. 

3279    5     9 
263  15     a 
375  13     6 

1367     5    0 

1156  10    8 
414  ta    0 
903  14     6 
338     0    0 
325     S    6 

1169     5     0 

Hardroan'* 

Rodger's 

530    a    0 
546  11     6 

13  Famihes.... 

ST5 

1556     0  30 

30877  14     5 

2057  10  11 

11088  17     1 
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Uoder  audi  circtunstanceB,  we  cannot  feel 
■urprtsed  at  the  jealous;  towards  the  Cor- 
poratton  which  we  found  exialing  in  the 
miods  of  the  great  majority  of  the  inha- 
bitants. This  feeling  had  been  previously 
displayed  in  the  opposition  to  the  collec- 
tion of  tolla,  and  led  to  those  unseemly 
conflicts  betwetween  the  inhabitants  and 
the  Magistrates  to  which  we  have  already 
adverted.  It  further  led  to  open  charges 
of  partiality  in  decision,  and  to  a  total 
distrust  in  their  administration  of  justice 
upon  subjects  connected  with  the  Corpo- 
ration, and  even  eittended  itself,  unlor- 
tunately,  in  many  instances,  to  subjects  in 
which  corporate  interests  were  not  in- 
volved." In  addition  to  this  most  unjust 
telling  of  the  public  property  this  Corpo- 
ration  also  had  the  management  of  a 
very  large  income  of  tolls — not  less  than 
from  14,000;.  to  I5,000;.  per  annum. 
From  the  year  ISOOto  1831  I  iind  they 
received  from  one  source  of  revenue  alone 
the  sum  of  33,406^,  for  public  purposes, 
out  of  which  they  expended  only  8,000/., 
leaving  a  balance  of  about  25,000f.  to  be 
accounted  for.  From  this  account  of  the 
misapplication  of  the  public  money  in  the 
Corporation  of  Drogheda,  I  shall  pass  to 
the  Corporation  of  Carrie kfergus.     In  the 

J  ear  1814,  a  nobleman  (I/ird  Blaney) 
eld  193  acres  of  laud,  called  Cooper's 
Land,  as  tenant  to  the  Corporation  under 
a  lease  made  in  1722,  at  a  rate  of  7/.  10s., 
which  appears  to  have  been  a  new  lease 
of  ibe  same  premises  demised  for  ninety- 
nine  years.  In  1616,  to  another  party.  Sir 
William  Kirk  was  at  that  time  deputy- 
mayor  and  mayor  elect  for  the  ensuing 
year.  He  was  the  agent  of  Lord  Blaney, 
and  tbrough  him  Lord  Blaney  presented 
a  memorial  to  the  assembly,  praying  for  a 
renewal  of  his  lease,  whereof  nine  years 
were  then  unexpired.  It  happened  that 
the  assembly  was  then  divided  in  two 
parties — two  political  parties — the  one 
attached  to  Lord  Donegal,  under  the  ma- 
nagement of  Lord  Massarene  end  Sir  W, 
Kirlc ;  the  other  attached  to  Mr.  E.  D.. 
Wilson.  Each  of  these  parties  contended 
for  the  representation  of  the  borough. 
Lord  Bianey's  properly  in  the  county  of 
the  town  gave  bim  a  considerable  in- 
fluence; and  it  is  alleged,  that  in  the 
spirit  of  the  contest  there  subsisting,  each 
party  was  apprehensive  of  giving  him  of- 
fence by  opposing  the  grant  for  which  he 
memorialised.  Lord  Blaney  was  himself  a 
member  of  the  assembly.  He  bad  been 
an  Altfeimaa  from  1792  ;    but  it  does 
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not  appear  that  he  had  even  attended  the 
meetings  at  which  he  afterwards  got  the 
lease.  He  came  to  Carrickfergus,  and 
was  introduced  to  the  members  of  the 
assembly,  when  a  resolution  was  passed  '.— 
"  Resolved,  that  a  lease  be  made  to  Lord 
Blaney  of  the  lands  containing  eighteen 
acres  or  thereabouts  be  the  same  mors 
or  less,  for  the  term  of  ninety-nine  years, 
commencing  from  the  litt.  of  November 
next,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  3QI.  and  the 
surrender  of  his  present  lease."  On  the 
28th  October  a  deed  was  executed  of  this 
resolution  fay  the  Corporation.  This  rent 
of  30/.  was  a  most  gross  undervaluation. 
In  1820  a  resolution  was  passed,  to  the 
eRect,  "  that  the  law  agent  do  lay  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  granting  of  the  lease 
before  counsel,  toad  vise  whether  the  same  is 
a  valid  and  efiective  lease.  On  the  9th  of 
April  1822,  the  present  Chief  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer  gave  his  opinion  on  the  case  as 
follows : — "  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  tease 
cannot  stand  ;  the  proper  course  to  get  rid 
of  it  is  by  bill  in  equity."  However,  no  bill 
has  been  since  filed;  nor  has  any  rent  been 
paid.  Sir  Arthur  Chichester,  one  of  the 
Aldermeu  who  was  examined  by  the  Com- 
missioners, speaking  of  this  lease,  says, 
"  I  found  the  assembly  nearly  unanimous." 
Sir  William  Kick  was  one,  but  chiefly 
Lord  C.  Massarene,  who  took  a  lead  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Corporation.  The  argu- 
ment he  chiefly  addressed,  was,  that  the 
original  grant  to  Lord  Blaney  was,  what 
was  called  an  "  Alderman's  share ;"  but 
others,  namelv,  Lord  Downshire,  Mr. 
Ellis,  &c.,  had  their  shares,  (being  also 
Aldermen)  made  in  perpetuity,  it  was 
therefore  reasonable  that  Lord  Blaney 
should  be  put  on  ihe  same  footing  with 
tham,  but  tlie  chief  reason  that  was  urged, 
was  a  rather  curious  one — "the  unani- 
mity that  existed  upon  this  subject  be- 
tween the  political  parties  solong  divided." 
If  we  look  to  other  Corporations  we  shall 
find  a  similar  abuse  of  the  objects  for 
which  they  were  instituted.  Take  Port- 
arlinglon  for  instance,  in  which  800/.  a 
year  was  granted  to  the  patron  in  two 
separate  conveyances.  One  (made  in 
1784  for  700  years)  conveys  from  600/. 
to  600/.  per  annum,  and  another  in  1802, 
conveys  200/.  per  annum.  A  Bill  was 
subsequently  filed  bya  freeman  to  impeach 
this  lease.  The  solicitor  who  filed  this 
bill,  said  he  was  induced  to  stay  further 
proceedings,  by  a  grant  to  himself  of  ten 
acres  of  the  land  in  controversy  for  lbte« 
2  L2 
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livcB  end  aixty-one  years,  ikt  a  rent  of 
one  penny  per  annum  during  the  lives, 
snd  a  fair  rent  afternards.  Yes,  when  he 
was  asked  hov  the  suit  wbi  g^ettiog;  on, 
bis  reply  literally  was,  "  Oh  !  very  well, 
l:ntil  I  got  a  grant  of  ten  acres,"  It  may 
be  aa  well  to  observe,  that  the  value  of  the 
land  was  about  3^.  pec  acre,  I  shall  now 
come  lo  a  case,  with  which  this  House  is 
already,  perhaps,  familiar,  that  of  the 
Corporation  of  Naas,  I  shall  state  to  the 
House  the  instance  of  abuse  in  that  Cor- 
poration to  which  I  refer  : — "  On  the 
morning  of  the  29th  of  September,  1832, 
Lord  Mayo's  law-agent,  at  his  Lordship's 
bouse,  by  the  direction  of  the  Dean  of 
Ossory,  entered  in  the  Corporation-book 
the  following  resolutions :  Borough  of 
Naas  and  county  of  Kildare,  to  wit.  At 
on  assembly  held  on  the  29th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1832,  before  Robert  Bourke,  Esq., 
sovereign,  and  the  hon.  and  rev. 
George  Rouste,  and  John  Connor,  Esq,, 
portreeves,  among  other  resolutions,  it  was 
resolved,  that  a  fee-farm  grant  for  one 
of  the  several  lands  and  premises  com- 
prised in  letters  patent  of  King  James  L, 
bearing  date  the  Snd  May,  1609  (except- 
ing, however,  and  reservmg  the  right  to 
certain  lands  and  premises  mentioned  and 
comprised  in  a  certain  fee-farm  grant  from 
this  Corporation  to  the  right  hon.  John 
Lord  Viscount  Mayo,  the  ancestor  of  the 
Earl  of  Mayo),  be  executed  and  perfected 
by  this  Corporation  unto  the  said  Earl  of 
Mayo,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  subject  to  the 
yearly  rent  of  12/.  sterling." "  Re- 
solved, that  alfee-farm  grant  for  one  of  the 
markets,  and  several  fairs  of  Naas,  in- 
cluding the  Tippar  fair,  with  the  tolls, 
cnstoms,  Ste.,  be  executed  and  perfected 

by  (his  Corporation  until •,  to  the 

right  hon,  John  Earl  of  Mayo,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  9/.  15j,  6d.  sterling,"  These 
resolutions  were  passed  without  onposition. 
To  this  the  Commissioners  addea,  no  fine 
was  to  have  been  paid  for  this  fee-farm 
^ant,  which,  according  to  the  rental 
produced  by  the  Corporation,  and  the  evi- 
dence of  ilie  hon.  Robert  Bourke,  was  to 
convey  lor  ever  lo  Ixird  Mayo,  a  property 
producin:^  320/.  a  y^ar,  exclusive  of  Mr. 
— — '(  rent  ii"'  'he  rem  of  the  barracks, 
and,  according  tu  the  statement  of  the  in- 
habitani*.  lijiwards  of  500/.  n  year  for 
a  rent  of  12/.  per  annum."  I  know  it  may 
he  sniil,  that  this  wai  granted  in  trust. 
[Mr.  .Sliaw  :  hear.}  The  riu'ht  hon.  Gen- 
llt  man  cries  '*  hear,   hear !"     But  if  it  was 


granted  in  trust,  it  is  the  first  time  ia  mj 
professional  experience  that  I  have  heard 
of  a  trustee  being  bound  to  a  rent.  If  it 
be  a  trust,  it  has  been  made  in  a  most 
unintelligible  manner.  But  it  is  an  abso- 
lute conveyance,  though  I  should  not 
regret  that  it  were  a  trust,  as  it  might  not 
be  too  late  to  recover.  I'confess,  however, 
I  should  be  glad  lo  have  something  more 
than  the  mere  verbal  assurance  that  it  is  s 
trust,  and  never  conveyed.  Without 
trespassing  at  length  upon  the  attention 
of  the  House,  I  shall  merely  refer  toa  few 
more  cases  ;  and  first,  they  will  allow  me 
to  refer  to  the  case  of  Cashel.  1  find  the 
following  account  of  property  under  the 
management  of  the  Corporation  : — "  No. 

I .  Representatives  of  Richard Penne- 

felher,  l,54Sa.  3r.  5p.,  rent  67/.  7s.9d.i 
lease  for  99  years,  from  25th  March,  1830. 
-No.  3.  Edward  Fennefether,  50a.  at  a  rent 
of  11/,  Is.  6^d.  for  a  term  of  okiety-nine 
years  from  25ih  March,  1830.  No.  11. 
Mat.  Pennefether,  Esq.  141a.,  rent  13/. 
16s.  IM.,  ninety-nine  years  from  2Sth 
Sept.  1788.  In  No.  ].  the  lease  is  dated 
I3th.Sept,  1630,and  is  for  ninety-nine  years 
from  25th  March,  and  wan  made  to  the 
then  patron  of  the  Corporation,  under  the 
following  circumstances; — The  lands  were 
formerly  held  by  a  Mr.  Bolton,  under  a 
lease  granted  in  1732  to  R.  Buckworth, 
for  ninety-nine  years,  at  B7/.  6s.  6d,  This 
did  not  inclnde  Harrison's  lot  which  was 
heldat  theoldrentof  6/:5t.  fiiedin  1709. 
Those  two  rents  madetogether93/.llj.  6d. 
Harrison's  lot  contained  fifty  acres.  Mr. 
Bolton  was  assignee  to  Buckworth,  and 
also  held  Harrison's  lot,  and  in  1826 
applied  for  a  renewal;  his  agent  offered 
at  first  10,000/.  afterwards  13,000/.;  the 
patron  aeemed  inclined  to  renew,  and  the 
money  vras  lodged  in  the  Bank  in  Dublin. 
A  notary  then  consulted,  valued  the  re- 
newal at  between  15,000/.  and  17,000/. 
The  patron,  after  some  time,  said  he 
would  not  renew,  but  assigned  no  reason 
for  not  doing  so.  In  December,  ]829,  he 
purchased  Bolton's  interest  at  2,500/, ;  the 
rental  was  then  more  than  1,550/.  and 
the  rents  which  Bolton  would  receive 
during  the  remainder  of  his  term  amounted 
to  3,500/.:  so  ihat  the  patron,  by  this 
bar^in,  gained  1,000/.  In  June,  1830, 
(fiix  months  after)  an  order  was  made  at 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  granting  a  tease 
of  those  lands  to  (he  patron,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  93/.  lis.  9d.  Irish;  no  fine  or 
other  considcralicft  was  paid,  though  the 
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lease  made,  in  1732,  to  Buckwortb,  was 
made,  in  consideration  of  a  line  of  2001. 
The  Board  of  Aldermen  who  made  die 
order  for  the  lease  in  1830,  consisted  of 
the  grantee,  two  of  his  sons  (one  of  whom 
was  the  mayor)  seven  other  of  his  rela- 
tives, and  another  alderman,  conoectcd 
with  him  in  marriage.  Dliring  the  nego- 
tiation for  the  renewal,  the  patron  never 
mentioned  the  matter  [o  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Corporation,  but  acted  as  if 
be  bad  full  powers  to  conclude  [he  bargain 
himself.  Several  other  leases  seem  to 
have  been  recently  made  by  the  Corpo- 
ration at 'Under  value.  No.  3  in  the 
rental,  fifty  acres,  at  a  rent  of  11'.  Is.  6d. 
^n  1802.  The  lessee  was  connected  wilh 
the  mayor  and  several  of  the  aldermen. 
The  lands  demised,  are  half-a-mile  from 
Casbel,  and  were  said  to  have  been  worth, 
at  the  time  of  the  lease,  about  21.  an  acre, 
at  least.  No.  11,  another,  Mr. Pennefetlier; 
the  lessee  was  one  of  the  persons  who 
composed  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  the 
day  when  the  order  for  it  was  made.  He 
is  treasurer  of  the  Corporation,  and  eldest 
son  of  the  patron.  The  lauds  ate  worth 
from  I6s.  to  18;.  per  acre. 

141    acres     .     .     .     £141 
Deduct    ....         28 

£113  rent  £13 
Profit  at  least  .  £100 
Now,  what  does  the  House  think  is  the 
condition  of  the  town  in  which  the  lavish 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  has  taken 
place?  Is  it,  does  the  House  think,  able 
lo  afford  this  extravagance?  It  appears 
that  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  would  be 
a  great  relief  to  all  classes  in  Cashel,  but 
particularly  to  the  poor,  who,  in  summer 
are  frequently  exposed  lo  extreme  incon- 
venience from  the  want  of  water.  It  wa: 
stated,  as  the  opinion  of  an  eminent 
engineer,  that  a  sufficient  supply  of 
for  the  Qccommodation  of  the  inhabitants 
could  be  procured  for  £500,  and  that 
supply  of  water,  for  manufacturing  pu 
poses,  could  be  brought  to  Cashel  for 
2,0001.  or  3,000/.,  which,  if  done,  would 
probably  be  the  means  of  promoting  thi 
wealth,  industry,  and  comforts  of  the  in 
habitants.  The  state  of  the  town  is  by  no 
means  thriving  or  prosperous,  and  there 
is  8  great  number  of  poor  persons  in  ' 
a  slate  of  distress.  A  witness,  who 
medical  man,  was  in  the  summer  of  1832 
Mcretary  to  the  Board  of  Health,  and  it 
iKcame  bia  duty  (g  vitU  the  httbitatigni  of 
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the  poor.  He  stated,  that  on  that 
he  ascertained  that  there  were  500  fami- 
Cashcl  without  a  blanket  to  cover 
them. — Dr.  Fitzgerald,  in  his  evidence 
before  the  Poor-law  Commissioners,  says, 
the  small  farmers  are  singulaily  chari- 
table, and  their  benevolence  is  severely 
taxed.  Crowds  of  women  and  children, 
and  sometimes  men,  also  leave  the  town 
daily,  on  a  begging  lour;  they  go  to  each 
ise  they  meet,  and  are  never  refused  a 
pie  of  raw  potatoes,  and  in  this  manner 
each  of  them  returns  with  two  or  three 
e«f  potatoes.  The  city  of  Cashel  is 
lly  impoverished,  and  is  yearly  be- 
coming worse;  the  feiv  efinli"y  who  for- 
ty resided  there  have  diopped  off,  and 
the  population  in  that  respect  now  con- 
'its  ot  a  few  families  who  are  pcrma- 
intly  located,  and  the  shopkeepers,  who, 
ith  few  exceptions,  are  struggling  against 
bankruptcy.  Ail  the  rest  are  cither  tr;ides- 
men  or  labourers,  and  the  actual  paupers, 
who  are  the  most  numerous  class."  Dr. 
Fitzgerald,  in  answer  to  a  question, 
whether  any  died  from  destitution?  said: — 
"  I  know  of  none,  the  privations  may,  in 
some  instances,  be  said  to  be  daily  death." 
Such  is  the  condition  of  the  (own,  upon 
the  funds  of  which  this  maladministration 
has  been  committed.  In  Limerick  the 
same  thing  occurred  ;  but  without  going 
through  much  more  details,  I  think  I  have 
stated  sufficient  to  show  that  wherever 
corporate  bodies  were  intrusted  with  pub- 
lic property  as  trnstees,  as  in  the  cases  of 
Dublin  and  Drogheda,  they  have  always 
promoted  their  private  inleiest  at  the  pub- 
lic expense.  But  (here  is  another  view 
which  affects  the  public  interest  more  than 
the  misapplication  of  funds.  The  House 
is  aware  that  in  Ireland  Grand  Juries  have 
very  extensive  power  of  taxing  in  cities 
and  towns,  and  also  great  power  in  the 
appointment  of  officers  under  themselves. 
In  addition  to  imposing  taxes,  tbey  audit 
the  accounts,  receive  contracts,  and  trans- 
act all  fiscal  business.  In  the  city  of 
Dublin,  from  the  exclusive  nature  of  the 
Corporation,  a  system  has  prevailed  for 
many  years,  and  does  still  prevail,  uf 
returning  on  what  are  called  presenting 
Juries,  at  Easier  and  Michaelmas,  none 
but  members  of  (he  Corpuratton.  From 
1829  to  Easter  (the  term  included)  of 
1830,336  persons  served  on  the  Grand 
Jury  of  the  city  of  Dublin.  Of  these  only 
seven  were  Roman  Catholics,  and  oa\j 
tbirtjr-five  who  were  not  niembeii  of  ibg 
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Corporation,  In  evtry  gingte  presenting 
term  nembers  of  the  Corporation  were 
also  in  a  majority  on  the  Grand  Jury ; 
io  the  case,  where  there  nere  thirty-five 
not  corporators  on  the  Grand  Jury,  it  was 
in  a  term  vhen  there  was  no  fiscal 
business  to  be  transacted.  So  far  for  the 
Corporation  of  Dublin.  I  shall  now  beg 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  what  is 
■tated  in  the  Report  respecting:  the  Corpo- 
ration of  Cork : — 

"  Cork  city,  population  amounting  to 
100,716;  freemen  2,665,  of  whom  only 
seventy-three  are  Catholics.  A  large 
msjorily  of  the  population,  and  much  of 
the  irealch  and  respectability  of  the  com- 
mercial interests,  are  Catholic.  Present 
revenue  of  the  Corporation  6,237/.  per 
annum ;  Grand  Jury  cess  29,000f.  per 
annum.  The  Grand  Jury  has  the  ap- 
pointment to  several  lucrative  situations 
connected  with  gaol,  bridewell,  and  court' 
house;  they  find  all  bills  of  indiclment. 
It  is,  therefore,  a  subject  of  the  deepest 
interest  to  the  citizens,  that  this  body 
should  be  fairly  chosen  from  the  inlelli- 
gence,  wealth,  and  respectability  of  the 
city,  without  distinction  of  religion  or 
politics.  This,  however,  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  sufficiently  attended  to  ;  for 
we  found,  that  of  the  Jnries  empanelled 
aince  1820,  members  of  the  Friendly  Club 
constituted  always  a  considerable  majority  ; 
that  cne-half,  at  least,  of  each  Jury  were 
corporate,  and  that  the  names  ofiereral 
persons  who  had  become  bankrupts  and 
msolvents,  appear  on  the  lists,  while  there 
has  been,  in  several  instances  within  tliat 
period,  only  one  Roman  Catholic  empan- 
elled. Some  increase  has  been  matte  io 
the  number  of  Roman  Catholics  placed  on 
the  panels  within  the  last  four  years,  the 
number  on  each  Jury,  within  that  period, 
varying  froni  four  to  five.  From  the  stale 
of  things  above  detailed,  it  is  quite  manifest 
that  the  Corporation  of  Cork  in  no  way 
represents  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  and 
their  interests  are  by  no  means  identified 
irith  that  of  the  Corporation,  Oat  of  so 
great  a  population,  little  more  than  1,000 
are  permitted  Io  participate  in  its  privileges, 
and  those  who  are.have  been  selected  with 
the  express  view  of  preserving  the  body  as 
exclusive  in  politics  and  religious  opinions 
as  it  is  at  present.  A  small  select  body 
have  got  possession  of  the  now  tniignificant 
remains  of  a  large  property  originally 
mnted  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  at 
large,  mach  the  greater  portion  of  it  htTing 
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long  since  been  appropriated  by  the  Cor- 
poration to  the  use  of  individual  members, 
or  disposed  of  to  meet  present  exigence!, 
without  regard  to  the  interests  of  their 
successors.  Nor  is  the  mode  in  which  the 
income  is  disposed  of  by  the  Corporatioa 
calculated  to  reconcile  the  people  to  the 
payment  of  it ;  nearly  a  third  of  the  entire 
goes  to  support  the  establishment  of  the 
Mayor,  whom  they  see  from  year  to  year 
enjoying  the  large  emoluments  of  his  office,  , 
without  conferring  any  essential  benefits 
on  the  citizens  at  large.  But,  independ- 
ently of  their  own  proper  revenues,  the 
Corporation  of  Cork  have,  indirectly, 
through  the  medium  of  the  diffi-rent  Boardh 
and  the  Grand  Jury,  the  disposal  of  a 
large  sum  of  money,  amounting  to  near 
54,000/.  per  annum,  and  enjoy,  connected 
therewith,  very  considerable  patronage,  of 
which  tliey  have  made  a  complete  mono- 
poly, another  plentiful  source  of  jealousy 
and  discontent.  The  paramount  cause, 
however,  of  the  unpopularity  of  the  Cor- 
poration with  the  great  mass  of  the  citizena 
of  Cork,  is  the  exclusion  of  Roman 
Catholics  as  well  from  the  Corporation 
itself  as  from  the  Boards  under  its  control 
and  influence;  and  it  should  not  be 
thought  extraordinary  that  such  a  feeling 
exists,  when  ii  is  considered  that  ihey  form 
a  vast  majority  of  the  population,  and 
possess  amongst  them  muchof  the  respect- 
ability, #ealth,  and  intelllgenceofthecity." 
In  Limerick,  the  tame  system  of  exclusive- 
ness  in  the  appointment  of  term  Grand 
Juries  (presenting)  has  been  observed. 
The  Report  of  the  Commissioners  eihibits 
n  a  most  striking  light  the  ill  effects  of 
his  system.  The  annual  amount  presented 
s  6,000/.  The  next  subject  to  which  I 
lavelo  direct  the  attention  of  the  House 
■  the  power  which  the  Corporation  of  the 
ily  of  Dublin,  as  well  as  other  Corpora- 
tions,have, of  nominating  the  Sheriffs.  Id 
several  of  the  Corporations — in  Dublin, 
Cork,  Limerick,  Galway,  &c.,  and  more 
particularly  in  Dublin — the  Sheriff  hai 
very  extensive  powers.  The  papulation 
of  Dublin  exceeds  250,000,  and  the  great 
majority  of  them  are  Roman  Catholics, 
none  of  whom  are  connected  with  the 
Corporation.  At  the  same  lirae  the  great 
portion  of  the  Protestant  population  of 
this  city  are  unconnected  with  the  Corpo- 
mtion,  and  the  Sheriff  is  always  elected 
out  of  the  Corporation  body.  The  Sheriff 
is  elected  about  Midsummer,  and  every 
candidate  Tor  the  office  befoire  be  can  go 


10.17       Municipal  Carporaiions       {Feb 

to  the  ballot  vith  the  leait  chance  of 
■ucceaa — for  the  ballot  I>  retorted  to  in 
these  elections  in  Dublin — he  is  obliged 
to  declare  what  his  political  piinciplei  are 
on  certain  points,  and  be  has  also  to 
pledge  bimeelf  to  g;ire  certain  party  toasts 
at  his  dinner  and  on  other  occasions.  If 
tbe  candidate  for  the  office  declines  doing 
this,  be  has  not  the  slightest  chance  of 
being  elected.  1  will  ask  whether  anything 
can  be  more  injurious  as  regards  the 
ad  ministration  of  justice  than  such  pro- 
ceedings. I  do  not  mean  to  impugn  the 
conduct  of  any  particular  Sheriff,  but  I 
feel  bound  to  observe  that  it  must  cast  a 
stain  on  the  administration  of  justice  to 
find  the  officer  whose  duty  it  is  to  summon 
Juries,  and  to  perform  other  important 
duties,  pledged  to  certain  party  trans- 
actions. There  are  several  statemenO  in 
the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  which 
would  show  the  eitent  to  which  party 
feeling  was  carried  as  regarded  the  Sheriffs. 
The  result  of  the  present  system  is,  that 
tbe  actual  business  of  the  Sheriff's  office 
is  not  performed  by  the  High'sheriffs,  nor 
always  by  the  Sub-sheriff,  but  the  duties 
in  Dublin  are  delegated,  save  some  occa- 
■ional  interference  with  the  returns  of  the 
panels  of  J  itrors.  The  office  of  Sub-sheriff 
18  of  late  generally  farmed,  sometimes  to 
the  Sub-sheriff,  sometimes  to  ihe  clerk, 
who  proposes  to  the  High-sheriff  a  nomi- 
nal Sub-sheriff,  and,  as  it  has  happened, 
one  not  previously  known  to  the  High- 
sheriffs.  The  terms  of  arrangement  vary ; 
sometimes  a  division  of  the  profits  into 
three  parts  takes  place,  one-third  to  each 
High-sheriff,  and  one-third  to  the  Sub- 
sheriff.  A  sum  certain  is  secured  to  the 
High-sheriffs.  It  is  said  the  terms  are 
generally  fixed  by  a  deed  perused  by 
the  Recorder.  For  the  year  ending 
Michaelmas,  1833,  the  arrangement  was 
made  by  tbe  High-sheriffs  with  two 
gentlemen,  one  of  whom  was  clerk  in 
the  office,  and  nominal  returning  officer ; 
it  was  to  this  effect — the  High-sheriffs 
to  receive  1,5001.  each,  the  two  clerks  any 
anrplus  not. exceeding  SOOl. ;  there  was  no 
surplus,  not  even  the  3,000/.,  though  the 
auctioneer  paid  400/.  for  his  appointment. 
One  result  of  this  management  is,  that  tbe 
important  duties  of  this  high  office — 
amongst  others,  the  execution  and  return 
ofpaoeU  devolve  upon,  and  are  actually 
and  almost  exclusively  conducted  and 
executed  by,  mere  clerks,  irresponsible  and 
voknowD  to  tbe  law  J  for  it  ia  expressly 
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admitted,  and  on  this  entire  matter  our 
Reportis  mainly,  ifnot  altogether, founded 
on  the  evidence  of  the  High-sheriffs  them- 
selves and  of  their  clerks,  that  the  High- 
sheriffs  conceive  that  they  cannot,  with 
safety  to  their  bargains,  interfere  at  all  in 
Ihe  performance  or  exercise  of  their  duties 
or  authorities,  and  also  that  the  Sub- 
sheriff  is  a  mere  nominal  officer,  without 
experience,  who  attends  only  when  his 
presence  is  necessary  in  point  of  form. 
The  auctioneer  also  pays  for  his  office, 
and  has  been  permitted  to  charge,  or 
rather  sustained  and  countenanced  in 
charging  five  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of 
sales,  also  the  legal  fees  delined  by  the 
statute.  Every  debtor,  therefore,  was  by 
this,  or  by  some  other  arrangement  of  the 
same  kind,  obliged  to  pay  five  per  cent. 


more  than  the  law  allowed.  I  will  i: 
allude  to  what  the  Commissioners  say  with 
respect  to  the  composition  of  the  Grand 
Jury  panel  of  the  city  of  Dublin.  The 
Commissioners  say  that  there  are  700 
names  on  the  Grand  Jury  panel  of  the  city 
of  Dublin.  Practically  the  powers  and 
patronage  of  this  body  have  been  long 
vested  in  the  members  of  the  Corporation, 
as  it  is  considered  only  respectful  to  the 
Corporation  to  place  the  names  of  all 
persons  connected  with  it  at  the  head  of 
the  names.  The  consequence  is,  that 
150  persons  connected  with  the  Corpo- 
ration are  the  first  called  upon  to  serve 
on  all  occasions.  In  almost  every  case, 
therefore,  the  grand  jury  must  be  made 
up  of  persons  connected  with  the  Corpora- 
tion. It  is  remarkable,  also,  that  there 
are  only  seventy  names  of  Roman  Catho- 
lics on  the  Grand  Jury  panel  of  the  city 
of  Dublin.  I  have  alluded  to  tbe  names 
that  were  always  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
list,  but  I  should  observe  that  the  oamea 
of  the  persons  who  own  ten  times  the 
amount  of  property  of  any  in  the  list  are 
not  inserted  in  tbe  early  part  of  the  list. 
The  Commissioners  also  add  that  there 
are  many  persons  of  the  greatest  respect- 
ability who  are  never  called  upon  to  serve 
as  Grand  Jurors,  while  others  who  have 
been  bankrupts  and  insolvents  are  often 
appointed.  On  this  point  there  is  some 
curious  evidence  aa  respects  tbe  city  of 
I.imerick,which  was  furnished  to  the  Com- 
missioners, and  by  which  it  appears  that  it 
was  a  common  thing  to  make  presents  on 
a  Grand  Jury  presentment.  With  respect 
to  the  conduct  of  the  Grand  Jury  in  titia 
city,   there  w  a  lingulai  case  which  baa 
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next  for  Ihe  Reform  of  the  Corporalioas 
of  England  and  Wales ;  and  I  claim  from 
the  House  that  it  should  place  the  Cor- 
porations of  Ireland  underthe  same  system 
of  Mitniciiial  regulation  that  you  hare  so 
successfully  adopted  in  the  parti  of  tbe 
empire  I  have  juit  referred  to;  the  House 
is  aware  that,  at  present,  in  Ireland,  we 
have  no  rates  for  the  qualification  of  bur- 
gesses similar  to  those  adopted  in  this 
country :  it  therefore  becomes  necessary 
lo  consider  what  should  be  the  qualification 

Kaliceraen,  and  then  went  before  acountj^    of  burgesses  in  Ireland  who  shall  be  allowed 
lagistrate  and  stated  that  they  had  been    to  vote  for  Municipal  purposes.     Itispro- 
thc   Bill  that  there  shall  be  two 


come  within  my  knowledge,  and  which  I 
will  state  to  the  House,  It  appears  that 
the  Corporation  of  Limerick  claim  the  sole 
right  of  fishing  in  the  river  Shannon.  This, 
however  was  disputed  by  the  fishermen, 
who  determined  to  assert  what  they  con- 
sidered to  be  their  right.  Some  policemen 
in  the  service  of  [he  Corporation  oFLiraerick 
fired  on  these  fishermen  while  pursuing 
their  calling,  and  wounded  one  of  them  in 
the  breast  by  a  shot.  The  fishermen 
landed  and  look  the  arms  away  from  the 
m,  and  then  went  before  a  countj^ 
iHagistrate  and  stated  that  they  had  been 
fired  on  by  the  policemen  of  the  Corpora- 
tion. The  Magistrate  who  gives  an 
account  of  the  transaction  proceeds  to 
say — "  I  saw  the  wounded  man,  and  the 
other  men,  and  they  asked  my  advice.  1 
advised  them  to  give  up  their  arms  lo  the 
general  of  the  district,  and  ssvear  infor- 
mations before  a  city  Magistrate  for  the 
assault.  Informations  were  sworn  before 
a  corporate  Magistrate;  but  great  delay 
and  difficulty  occurred  before  a  warrant 
could  be  obtained.  Cross-informations 
were  sworn  against  the  fishermen  for 
taking  to  arms,  which  had  been  delivered 
up  lo  Ihe  general,  pursuant  lo  the  Ma- 
gistrales'  advice.  The  bills  of  the  police- 
men, who  were  servants  of  the  Corporation, 
were  ignored  by  a  corporate  Grand  iary, 
though  supported  by  the  evidence  of  the 
wounded  persons,  and  bills  for  a  capital 
offence  found  against  Ihe  fishermen.  The 
fishermen  were  very  poor.  A  subscription 
was  entered  into  lo  procure  them  the  aid 
of  counsel.  They  were  defended  by  Mr. 
Sergeant  Jackson,  and  acquitted  without 
hesitation  under  the  direction  of  the  court," 
I  quote  ibis  statement  from  the  Report 
of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  fees,  &c.,  taken  in  courts  of 
justice  in  Ireland  ;  and  I  think  that  it 
Gufiiciently  shows  the  evil  of  placing  the 
appointment  of  Grand  Jurors  in  ihe  hands 
of  persons  with  irresponsible  power.  Having 
traced  the  effect  of  these  proceedings  in 
the  administration  of  justice  in  Ireland, 
1  think  that  no  person  whose  political 
opinions  are  not  strongly  biassed  will  get 
up  in  this  House  and  say  that  this  is  a 
system  which  should  be  continued.  The 
question  then  comes  how  this  system  is  to 
be  put  an  end  to,  and  what  system  the 
House  will  adopt  in  considering  this 
question.  I  now  come  to  the  Acts  which 
have  passed,  first,  for  the  Reform  of  the 
JUuDicipat  CorpoiationB  ia  Scotland,  Hud 


classes  of  rates  ;  that  there  shall  be  one 
qualification  for  the  burgesses  of  the  larger 
boroughs,  and  anollier  for  the  burgesses  of 
the  smaller  corporate  towns.  !  know  that 
a  learned  Gentleman  proposed  to  give  a 
\0l.  franchise  similar  to  that  conferred  by 
the  Irish  Reform  Bill,  and  to  declare  that 
every  inhabitant  householder  in  each  of 
these  towns,  in  possessionof  a  house,  either 
separately  or  with  land,  of  a  certain  annual 
value,  and  who^e  name  was  registered, 
should,  in  the  words  of  the  Bill,  be  entitled 
to  vote  for  the  Municipal  officers  of  ibe 
city  or  borough.  If  this  rale  was  applied 
to  the  smaller  towns  in  Ireland,  1  ihiak 
that  it  would  not  give  either  a  fair  or 
a  full  representation  of  those  who  are 
taxed  for  Municipal  purposes,  as  in  many 
of  Ihe  smaller  towns  there  are  coropara* 
lively  few  10^  householders.  For  in- 
stance, if  this  principle  was  to  be  adopted 
in  the  town  of  Lisburne,  there  would  be 
only  ninety-one  electors,  while  there  are 
600  houses  in  the  town.  This  would  also 
be  the  case  in  other  places.  In  the  town 
of  Dungannon,  where  there  are  617  house- 
holders, there  would  be  only  IfiS  electors. 
In  Derry,  where  there  are  3,074  houses, 
there  are  only  five  hundred  101.  house- 
holders. In  Ihe  town  of  Ennis  there 
would  be  only  one  hundred  electors.  In 
Kinsule,  which  contains  a  population  of 
10,000  souls,  there  would  be  only  one 
hundred  electors.  In  Portarliogtor), 
where  there  are  500  houses,  there  are  only 
130  ten-pound  householders.  In  Dun- 
dalk,  with  a  population  of  10,000,  there 
are  very  few  ten-pound  householders. 
The  question  is,  what  qualifications  shonld 
be  fixed  in  towns  where  there  are  so  small 
a  number  of  occupiers  of  houses  of  this  clati, 
I  think  that  the  House  should  be  directed 
by  what  had   been  laid  down  in  a  Bill 

which  pssied  relative  to  theH  bonn^h) 
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in  1818.  By  this  Act  a  certain  number  of 
the  inhabitant  occupiers  of  houses  of  the 
annunl  value  of  51.  in  any  city  or  borough 
in  Ireland,  might  call  upon  the  Lord- 
lieutenant  to  direct  that  a  certain  number 
of  parishea  should  be  elected  by  Ibem  to 
make  rates  for  the  purpose  of  watching, 
lighting;,  and  paving  the  said  town.  If 
the  Lord -lieutenant  consented  to  do  so, 
then  the  inhabitants  might  within  a  cer- 
tain number  of  days  elect  trustees  to  carry 
the  other  provisions  of  the  Act  into  efTect 
and  make  rates.  The  quali6cation  for  a 
vote  under  this  Bill  was,  that  he  should 
be  the  resident  occupier  of  a  house  in  the 
town,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  51.,  and 
that  no  occupier  of  a  house  of  less  value 
than  5/.,  could  be  rated.  The  CominiB- 
■ioneri  in  their  Report  made  the  fol- 
lowing observation  on  this  subject : — 
"  The  ill  effects  of  withdrawing  the  man- 
agement and  direction  of  Municipal  affairs 
from  the  control  and  vigilance  of  the  com- 
munity, and  from  responsible  authorities 
have  been  long  felt,  and  endeavours  have 
been  made  by  Parliament  to  remedy  the 
evil,  and  to  provide  foT  the  due  exercise 
of  municipal  functions  in  relation  to  the 
paving,  lighting,  cleansing,  watching,  and 
improving  of  corporate  towns  by  various 
local  acts,  vesting  such  authorities  in 
separate  boards,  either  as  in  Dublin  under 
the  appointment  and  control  of  the  Crown 
or  elsewhere  in  select  bodies  of  the  in- 
habitants, under  the  names  of  Commis- 
sioners,  elected  b^  the  resident  house- 
holders who  contribute  to  the  necessary 
Bssessments ;  in  the  latter  class  of  cases 
recognising  the  value  of  election  by  the 
general  inhabitancy  without  other  dis- 
tinction than  the  degree  in  which  they 
contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  the  town  as 
well  as  the  necessity  of  flubmilttng  the  ex- 
penditure and  accounts  of  the  public  funds 
to  the  vigilance  and  control  of  the  people 
themselves,"  These  principles  have  been 
extensively  adopted  in  the  recent  enact- 
ments of  the  statute  9  Geo.  4.,  c.  82, 
which  provide  for  the  establishment,  in 
corporate  and  other  towns  in  Ireland  of  a 
resident  Board  for  these  useful  purposes, 
elected  triennially  by  and  from  the  in- 
habitant householders,  and  the  provisions 
of  which  we  have  found  already  in  force  in 
many  corporate  towns.  We  have  there- 
fore only  to  look  to  a  constituency  that 
wai  formed  for  other  purposes— we  have 
only  to  turn  to  the  provisions  of  the  9th  of 
Qflo.   4.,  c.  8Sf  and    vq  find  a  coPBti- 
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tuency  that  has  continued  to  work  well. 
In  all  the  towns,  therefore,  which  I  have 
just  mentioned,  as  well  as  in  all  other 
towns  of  a  similar  kind,  we  propose,  that 
every  inhabitant  being  the-  occupier  of  a 
house  of  the  annual  value  of  51.  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  for  the  Members  of  the 
Municipal  conncil.  We  propose  that  in 
Dublin,  Limerick,  Belfast,  Kilkenny, 
Waterford,  Cork,  and  Galway,  that  the 
constituency  should  be  composed  of  101. 
instead  of  5/.  householders.  In  no  case 
under  this  Bill  will  a  person  occupying  a 
house  of  less  than  the  annual  value  of  6/. 
be  entitled  to  vote.  We  propose  also  in 
the  Bill,  that  no  person  shall  be  qualiGed 
to  act  as  councillor  or  alderman  in  the 
larger  boroughs  who  is  not  possessed  of 
1,000/.  after  the  payment  of  his  debts, 
and  in  the  smaller  boroughs  that  5001, 
shall  be  the  qualification  for  a  member  of 
council.  The  seven  large  towns  which  I 
have  mentioned  and  also  the  towns  of 
Londonderry,  Clonmel,  Drogheda,  and 
Sligo,  the  population  of  which  exceeds 
15,000,  we  propose  shall  be  divided  into 
wards,  the  boundaries  of  which  shall  be 
specified  by  a  Bill  to  be  introduced  in  the 
present  Session.  We  also  propose  that 
the  burgesses  shall,  in  the  present  year, 
elect  not  merely  the  councillors,  but  also 
the  whole  number  of  aldermen— that  is 
that  those  of  the  councillors  shall  be 
aldermen  who  have  been  elected  by  the 
greatest  number  of  votes.  The  House  will 
observe,  that  in  this  respect  there  is  a 
difference  between  the  present  and  the 
English  Bill,  according  to  which  the  coun- 
cillors elect  the  aldermen.  The  conse* 
quence  of  allowing  the  councillors  to  elect 
the  aldermen  in  the  English  boroughs  has 
been,  that  in  all  places  where  there  has 
been  any  majority  of  one  party,  that  ma- 
jority has  been  greatly  increased  by  the 
addition  of  the  whole  number  of  aldermen. 
Therefore  to  obviate  this  result  from  this 
mode  of  proceeding,  which  was  introduced 
as  an  amendment  into  the  original  Bill, 
we  propose  in  this  Bill  to  have  a  general 
election  of  both  aldermen  and  councillors, 
and  that  those  of  the  councillors  shall  be 
aldermen  who  are  elected  by  the  greatest 
number  of  votes.  It  is  also  proposed  that 
one-third  of  the  number  of  councillors  shall 
go  out  of  office  every  Tear,  and  that  one- 
half  the  aldermen  shall  go  out  every  third 
year.  It  is  also  intended  that  a  Com- 
mission of  the  Peace  shall  be  granted  by 
thg  Loid  Lieutenant  in  those  cun  iq 
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which  h«  deems  it  expedient  to  do  to,  tbe  aunmptioQ  that  there  it  loinetbiDgia 
The  on);  braough  Magistrate,  in  other  the  itate  of  society  in  Irelaod  whith  miut 
p)aces,willbetheiii&;or,  who  will,  during  prevent  a  British  House  of  Commons 
the  tenure  of  his  office,  be  in  the  Com-  ;  g^iviog  such  a  measure  of  Reform  to  Ireland 
mission  of  the  peace.  In  many  places  it  as  was  found  to  act  so  beneficially  in  Hog- 
will  bs  desirable  lo  grant  a  separate  com-  j  land.  I  know  that  it  has  been  said,  that 
mission  of  the  Peace,  but  this  of  course  the  inevitable  effect  of  this  measure  would 
must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Lord  be  to  take  the  power  out  of  the  hands  of 
Ueutenant.  In  the  whole,  there  are  about  one  party  and  give  it  lo  another.  I  am 
140  borough  Magistrates,  whose  functions  aware  that  this  has  repeatedly  been  said, 
as  Magistrates  will  cease  by  the  operation  but  whatever  credit  may  be  attached  to 
of  this  Bill.  1  do  not  think  that  there  my  assertiooi  1  have  no  hesitation  ia  say- 
are  many  other  points  on  which  this  Bill  '  ....... 

differs  from  the  English  Act.     I  should. 


however,  have  slated,  that  in  cases  of  mis- 
application of  the  corporate  funds,  it  is 
proposed  that,  instead  of  proceeding  by 
the  tedious  mode  laid  down  in  the  English 
Act,  that  a  more  cnmmary  proceeding 
shall  be  adopted.  In  cases  of  debt  the 
proceedings  will  be  by  attachment.  We 
propose,  sJao,  to  give  to  the  council  of 
certain  towns — namely,  of  Cork,  Dublin, 
Kilkenny,  Limerick,  Waierford,  Carrick- 
ferguB,  Drogheda,  Galway,  and  London- 
derry, the  power  of  electing  their  Sheriffs. 
By  thesucceedingclause  it  is  also  declared, 
that  no  person  so  elected  by  thete  town- 
councils  shall  be  capable  of  serving  as 
Sheriff  until  he  has  been  approved  of  by 
the  Lord- Lieutenant  At  present  the 
Lord- Lieutenant  has  the  right  of  disappro- 
ving of  any  person  elected  by  a  Corpora- 
tion as  Sheriff,  but  he  cannot  order  a  Cor- 
porate body  to  proceed  to  the  election  of 
another  person  in  consequence  of  this  in- 
convenience, which  has  occasionally  arisen ; 
and  in  one  instance  in  Dublin,  a  person 
whose  appoiniment  was  objected  to  by  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  was  elected  not  less  than 
three  times,  and  the  Corporation  penisted 
in  sending  up  his  name  for  approval.  I[  ia, 
therefore,  proposed  that  if  the  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant objected  to  a  name,  that  the  council 
shall  proceed  to  elect  another  person. 
These  are  the  general  provisions  of  the 
Bill,  and  it  remains  now  to  be  considered 
whether,  as  the  House  has  pasted  exten- 
sive measures  of  Corporate  Reform  for 
England  and  Scotland,  it  will  refuse  to 
grant  to  Ireland  a  measure  founded  on 
similar  principles.  I  think  that  there  is 
not  any  person  who,  having  considered  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill,  will  say  that  it  is 
proposed  that  the  franchise  should  be 
liberally  bestowed  in  Ireland  as  it  has  been 
given  in  England.  I  cannot  understand 
on  what  other  grounds  the  proposition  for 
this  pMMvra  can  be  opposed,  udIch  on 


issttnioD.  1  MBVB  uu  uciiiMiiuu  lu  lay- 
that  if  I  thought  that  this  measure 
would  take  power  from  one  exclusive  and 
violent  party,  and  give  it  to  aoodier 
equally  *o — if  such  a  party  coukl  be 
found — it  would  not  have  a  more  de- 
termined opponent  than  myself.  But  I 
deny  that  such  will  be  the  effect  of  the 
measure  :  but  such  I  anticipate  will  be 
the  objection  of  some  ban.  Gentlemen.  I 
will,  however,  remind  them  that  the  body 
elected  by  the  constituents  at  large,  will 
have  all  its  proceedings  narrowly  tcra- 
tinized,  and'all  its  accounts  audited.  I 
do  not  believe  that  the  council  will  be 
exclusively  either  of  one  party  or  the 
other,  as  the  chief  object  would  be  in 
every  case  to  secure  a  good  administration 
of  the  funds  of  the  Corporation.  I  wonld 
ask,  however,  whether  the  Coiporatioo 
party  iu  the  city  of  Dublin,  or  in  other 
places,  truly  represented  the  Protestant 
feeling  of  these  [owns?  or  will  anyone 
tell  me  that  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of 
Sublin  represents  anything  like  the  weallh, 
the  respectability,  or  the  intelligence  of 
that  city  ?  I  could  mention  cases  where 
the  most  respectable  persons  have  been 
refused  to  be  elected  members  of  Corpora- 
tions without  any  grounds  being  assigned. 
1  know  that  there  has  long  been  a  most 
cautious  exclusion  of  persons  of  liberal 
opinion  from  their  corporate  bodies.  But 
1  ask,  would  this  measure  have  the  effect 
of  giving  en  ascendancy  to  any  pohtical 
patty  7  I  recollect  when  the  Irish  Reform 
Bill  was  introduced  that  the  same  argu- 
ment was  used.  To  answer  this  assertion 
I  cannot  do  better  than  refer  to  what  was 
said  in  the  debate  when  it  was  attempted 
to  exclude  Ireland  from  the  bene6ts  of 
the  Reform  Bill.  I  will  quote  the  ob- 
servations that  were  then  made  hj  the 
noble  Lord,  now  Member  for  North  Lan- 
cashire, then  Mr.  Stanley,  and  Secretary 
for  Ireland,  on  this  point,  because  I  ^iok 
that  nothing  more  appropriate  could  bs 
uid  on  thu  subjieGt.     "  1  bare  everj 
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reason  to  believe  that  ihU  Bill  will  meet 
the  uncompromising  opposition  of  a  cer- 
tRin  party  on  a  reli((iouB  ground — namely, 
that  it  wiit  endanger  the  Protestaol  Chuicli 
and  the  Protestant  institutions  in  Ireland, 
by  giving  too  great  a  preponderance  to 
the  Catholic  interest.  If  1  believed  that 
the  danger  vas  such  1  \*ould  most  cer- 
tainlv  not  have  proposed  this  measure ;  I 
will,  however,  meet  the  objection  in  limne, 
by  at  once  saying  it  is  no  argument  in 
1832."  It  is  iDContlstent  with  the  whole 
spirit  of  our  legislature,  it  is  inconsistent 
with  the  system  which  was  perfected  by 
the  great  legislative  measure  of  1 829 ;  for 
from  the  moment  that  measure  became  the 
law,  all  distinctions  between  Protestants 
and  Catholics  were  removed.  [Hear']  The 
hon.  Member  for  Dundalk,  that  stout  and 
real  representaliveof  the  people  of  Ireland, 
pheers  that  observation  ;  but  I  repeat  that 
upon  the  passing  of  that  Bill  you  laid 
down  the  principle  that  from  that  day  the 
Catholics  were  in  all  cases  ns  possessing 
equal  civil  rights  with  their  Protestant 
fellow-subjects,  and  that  they  were  no 
longer  to  be  excluded  from  a  participation 
in  all  political  rights.  It  was  said  in  vin- 
dication of  that  measure,  that  from  its 
largeness  and  extent  it  left  no  question 
behind,  and  it  was  said  if  any  portion  was 
len,  in  point  of  fact  the  whole  Catholic 
question  was  still  open.  You  have  ad- 
mitted the  general  proposition  of  an  equal 
•hare  in  civil  rights;  you  have  affirmed 
that  (here  is  no  distinction  between  the 
rights  of  the  members  of  the  Church  of 
England  and  the  Dissenters — between  the 
Protestant  and  the  Catholic.  Upon  what 
ground,  then,  do  you  say,  *  We  will  not 
grant  an  equality  of  rights  in  these  Corpo- 
rations, but  we  will  continue  to  exclude 
tlie  Catholic,  and  the  Protestant  Dis- 
senter, from  having  a  share  with  ourselves. 
We  will  extend  privileges  to  that  indivi- 
dual or  class,  because  he  or  they  is,  or 
are,  Protestant,  and  we  will  exclude  all 
Catholics.'  I  say  if  this  is  done,  the 
Catholic  question  is  still  left  behind  to 
be  settled."  In  a  subsequent  part  of 
his  speech,  the  noble  Lord  said,  "  I 
really  am  astonished  that  any  one  can 
pretend  that  it  is  necessary  to  retain  these 
close  boroughs,  in  order  to  preserve  the 
Protestant  interest,"  The  noble  Lord  then 
proceeded  with  his  argument  in  answer  to 
the  assertion,  that  the  petty  boroughs 
crested  by  Jamea  Ist  were  foL  ided  solely 
for  ProtflKtDt  purpoMa,    "  I  really  am 
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astonished,  that  those  who  contend  that  it 
may  be  proper  to  throw  open  the  Corpora- 
tions  in  England,  assert  that  there  can  be 
no  ground  for  doing  so  in  Ireland ;  and  if 
anyone  looks  back  to  the  state  of  Ireland, 
he  will  see  that  Catholics  as  well  as  Protest- 
ants formerly  had  the  right  of  voting  for 
representatives  in  Parliament  for  iheae 
boroughs.  1  am  aware  that  James  the 
1st.,  that  Conservative  monarch  as  be  i«  de- 
scribed by  hon.  Gentlemen,  created  ft 
number  of  new  boroughs  i  but  I  do  not 
agree  that  he  created  these  forty  borough* 
in  order  to  increase  the  Protestant  ascert- 
dancy.  In  these  boroughs  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  franchise  was  then  confined 
to  the  Protestants;  on  the  contrary.  Ca- 
tholics were  allowed  to  participate  in  it. 
At  any  rate,  we  have  sufficient  evidence  to 
show  that  hon.  Gentlemen  arc  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  these  boroughs  were  found- 
ed vrith  the  view  they  have  stated."  The 
noble  Lord  then  quoted  from  the  speech  of 
Sir  John  Davies,  made  in  the  Irish  Par- 
liament in  1613,  in  which  he  says  that  the 
boroughs  were  created,  in  order  that  the 
voice  of  the  people  might  be  heard  in  Par- 
liament, and  that  they  might  have  some 
influence  in  the  laws  which  they  are  called 
upon  to  obey.  "  You  declare,  the  noble 
Lord  then  continued,"  that  there  is  to  bean 
equality  of  right,  but  that  the  Catbolica 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  participate  with 
their  Protestant  fellow-citizens  in  the  elec- 
tion of  representatives  in  Parliament,  be- 
cause they  have  no  community  of  feeling 
with  their  fellow-citizens,  and  because 
they  have  no  community  of  interests.  In 
my  mind,  those  persons  who  defend  the 
existence  of  the  Irish  Ixiroughs,  make  their 
rottenness  their  chief  merit."  The  noble 
Lord,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  speech,  made 
some  further  observations  of  equal  import- 
ance. He  said,  "  if  the  change  which  is 
proposed  in  this  Bill  can  be  effected  wiih 
sarety,  we  are  celled  upon  to  make  it  by 
all  the  claims  of  justice,  and  by  all  the 
claims  which  Ireland  has  upon  us,  by  all 
the  ties  which  bind  both  countries  together 
in  what,  I  trust,  will  be  an  indissoluble 
union.  I  will  call  upon  the  English  Mem- 
bers not  to  consider  the  interests  of  Ir^ 
land  as  distinct  from  those  of  England,  or 
that  this  is  a  matter  in  which  England  baa 
little  or  no  interest — I  will  call  upon  Ihoie 
who  are  the  friends  of  reform  in  England 
to  look  back  and  consider  what  has  been 
the  conduct  of  the  Irish  Members  on  the 
Englirii  Bill.    Har*  the  Irish  Memberi 
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given  a.  cold  and  leluctant  consent  to  tbe 
English  Bill? — gr  have  they  given  it  their 
warm  and  generous  support?  We  have 
been  told  that  the  circumstances  of  ihe 
two  countries  are  different,  but  I  am  sure 
that  hon.  Gentlemen  will  find  that  the 
principle  of  reform  is  the  game  whether  it 
u  applied  to  England  or  Ireland,  and  that 
if  it  pe  just  here  lo  it  must  be  just  there. 
I  would  entreat  those  who  advocate  the 
Coniervative  interest,  and  who  consider 
themselves  the  aupportersof  the  Protestant 
institutions,  to  look  to  the  danger  to 
which  theie  institutions  wilt  be  exposed 
in  Ireland  by  withholding  the  privileges 
which  this  Bill  is  to  confer.  If  they  wish 
to  give  Ireland  a  real,  solid,  and  substan 
tial  grievance— if  they  wish  to  give  somi 
handle  lo  excitement,  and  to  present  t 
strong  argument  for  the  Repeal  of  the 
Union,  they  need  only  show  that  io^  Bri- 
tish House  of  Commons  English  interests 
ara  treated  iu  one  way  and  Irish  interests 
in  another.  But  in  England  the  Govern- 
ment rules  by  free  representation  and  by 
(he  voice  of  the  people,  while  in  Ireland 
that  vuite  is  stiRed,  and  the  people  are 
shut  out  from  a  fair  share  in  the  choice  of 
representatives.  I  fear  that  if  we  do  not 
coincide,  in  a  spirit  of  fairness  and  justice, 
egiiation  will  break  out  in  a  manner  which 
it  has  never  done  before.  I  cannot  con- 
ceive anything  more  clear  than  that  the 
present  measure  is  only  the  extension  of 
the  principle  of  the  English  Bill  to  ire- 
land.  I  cannot  conceive  upon  what  prin- 
ciple we  can  refuse  lo  place  both  countries 
on  an  er{uolity,  and  mnke  the  same  princi- 
ples applicable  lo  the  election  of  all  the 
Members  of  the  United  Legislature  of  the 
British  empire.  Now  I  ask  after  this  can 
it  be  said,  or  will  it  be  said,  that  it  was  just 
and  politic  to  extend  the  tame  measure  of 
Parliamenlary  Rel'orm  to  Ireland  that  was 
conceded  to  England,  and  that  the  same 
measure  of  Municipal  Reform  cannot  be 
eitended  to  Ireland  that  has  been  given  to 
England.  Thereare  thirty  nine  boroughs  in 
Ireland,  and  most  of  them  are  extensive 
Corporations.  As  regarded  the  election  of 
Members  of  Parliament  these  places  were 
opened  by  the  Reform  Bill,  and  Catholics 
were  enabled  to  vote.  I  need  not  observe 
thu  the  great  portion  of  the  population  in 
kll  these  placea  is  Catholic ;  and  on  looking 
to  Ihe  result  of  the  first  election  after  the 
Refonn  Bill,  I  find  that  thirteen  Roman 
Catholic!  were  returned  by  theie  boroughs, 
Md  twantj-iis  ProtettBDti.    Here  wen 
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the  proportion  of  Protestant  to  Catholic 
Members  for  these  boroughs  was  as  two  lo 
one.  In  the  present  Parliament,  I  find 
that  the  proportion  of  Catholic  and  Pro- 
testant Members  is  nearly  the  same.  I 
defy  any  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  be  his 
political  opinions  what  they  may,  to  show 
me  a  single  instance  in  which  a  Roman 
Catholic  elector  voted  against  a  candidate 
in  consequence  of  religious  feeling.  I  defy 
any  one  to  prove  this — I  challenge  any 
hon.  Member  of  this  House  to  show  this; 
if  it  were  the  case  my  challenge  could  be 
easily  answered,  but  I  am  sure  that  it 
cannot.  In  referring  to  recent  elections 
in  Ireland,  I  find  many  instances  in  which 
a  Catholic  constituency  have  elected  a 
Protestant  in  preference  to  a  Catholic  can- 
didate. In  the  borough  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  represent  four-fifths  of  the 
constituency  are  Roman  Catholics,  and 
previous  to  the  last  election  there  were  two 
bitter  contests  for  the  representation,  and 
the  candidates  were  Protestants  and  Ca- 
tholics, and  yet  in  each  of  those  contests 
a  Protestant  was  returned.  In  the  county 
of  Walerfoid  tour-fifths  of  the  constituents 
are  Catholics,  and  yet  on  l!ic  recent  con- 
tested election  there  was  the  same  result. 
I  defy,  then,  any  man  to  show  that  re- 
ligious feeling  operates  with  the  electors. 
Another  way  of  trying  this  is,  to  refer  to 
the  operation  of  the  9th  of  Geo.  4.,  c.  82. 
Under  this  Act  there  is  a  constituency  of 
5/.  leaseholders  to  elect  trustees.  In  each 
borough  twentj-one  Commissioners  are 
elected  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act.  Now, 
what  is  the  effect  in  many  of  tbe  towns 
where  the  great  bulk  of  the  voters  are 
Catholics  7  In  Coleraine  all  the  Commis- 
sioners elected  ere  Protestants.  In  Newry, 
where  the  Roman  Catholics  form  tbe  bulk 
of  the  constituency  and  which  Is  re- 
presented by  a  Roman  Catholic,  thirteen 
Protestants  and  eight  Catholics  were  re- 
turned as  Commissioners.  In  Youghall 
nineteen  Protestants  and  two  Catholics 
were  returned.  Now  I  will  challenge  any 
hon.  Member  to  show  me  a  single  case  in 
which  a  Catholic  constituency  preferred  a 
Catholic  to  a  Protestant  in  a  situation  of 
trust  on  account  of  his  religion.  I  assert, 
without  hesilution,  that  no  feeling  of  this 
kind  prevails.  I  therefoie  am  justified  in 
asserting,  with  perfect  confidence,  thatldo 
not  thin\  that  religious  feeling  can  operate 
in  the  administration  of  municipal  afTairs. 
I  aik  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  if  they  are 
prepued  to  propose  any  other  meMura  m 
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B  lubstitate  for  that  vhich  I  dow  propoEO. 
It  might  be  argued  from  the  cheers  with 
which  the  petition  from  Beltagt  was  re- 
ceived, and  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  Member  who  pre- 
lenled  it  were  received,  that  some  Gen- 
tlemen were  not  satisfied  with  reforming 
the  Municipal  Corporations  in  Ireland,  and 
would  be  content  with  nothing  less  than 
their  total  destruction.  I  confess  that  1 
should  .be  afraid  to  make  such  a  propo- 
sition, being,  as  I  am,  a  Reformer,  and 
wishing  to  improve  and  not  to  destroy;  and 
until  I  6nd  some  Destructive  rising  up      ' 

fropoiing  the  abolition  of  Corporation; 
reland,  1  will  not  believe  that  such  a  pro- 
position can  seriously  be  made,  I  know  if 
such  a  proposition  were  made  to  the  House 
that  it  would  never  be  sanctioned.  But  I 
would  ask,  is  it  possible  that  such  a  r&< 
commendation  can  come  from  a  pretended 
friend  of  Corporate  Reform?  Such  a 
person  must  know  that  by  adopting  such  a 
step  the  Legislature  would  be  sanctioning 
laws  such  as  I  have  already  described. 
'Will  any  man  in  this  House  say,  that  ha  is 
prepared  to  sanction  the  loans  that  were 
made  with  reference  to  the  property  of  the 
boroughs  of  Gaihel  and  Naas?  Is  any 
one  prepared  to  give  his  support  to  a  pro- 
position which  would  sanction  the  pro- 
ceeding by  which  property  undoubtedly 
belonging  to  the  poor  of  Cashel  should  be 
alienated  from  them  for  ever.  The  object 
of  the  Bill  is  to  invest  the  management  of 
■uch  property  in  the  handsofCommissioneri 
elected  by  the  persons  interested  in  it.  I 
respectfully  claim  the  vole  of  hon.  Members 
in  favour  of  such  an  ot^ect,  and  against 
any  proposition  for  destroying  the  Cor- 
porations of  Ireland.  I  claim  the  vole  of 
every  Member  who  is  not  a  destructive. 
I  claim  the  votes  oT  those  who  say  that 
there  Is  notliingin  the  state  of  society  in 
Ireland  wliich  should  prevent  that  country 
from  having  extended  to  it  the  same 
measure  of  justice  and  right  principle  which 
England  and  Scotland  have  been  deemed 
entitled  to  enjoy.  I  ask  the  votes  of  all 
those  who  have  stood  up  for  the  vested 
rights,  and  even  the  inchoate  rights,  of 
freemen;  and  who  have  stated  that  the 
continuance  of  the  connexion  between  the 
two  countries  depends  on  the  freemen.  I 
ask,  will  they  advocate  a  proposition  to 
destroy  the  Corporations,  unless  they  con- 
ceive there  can  be  freemen  of  a  body  which 
docs  not  exist  ?  In  fine,  I  ask  the  sup- 
port of  all  the  advoi:aIei  of  equal  righu 
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and  equal  privileges ;  and  who  think  that 
nothing  can  surest  the  idea  of  a  Repeal  of 
the  Union  but  the  refusal  of  England  to 
extend  those  righta  and  liberties  to  Ireland. 
I  have  troubled  the  House  at  tome 
length;  but  1  trust  I  shall  be  excused,  on 
account  of  the  importance  of  the  subject. 
Thanking  the  House  for  the  attention 
which  has  been  paid  to  my  statement,  I 
shall  conclude  by  moving,  "  That  thia 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

The  Question  being  put. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  was  desirous  to  rise  at 
that  stage  of  the  Bill,  and  at  that  early 
period  of  the  debate,  in  order  that  he 
might  have  en  opportunity  of  laying 
before  the  House  the  views  which,  in  com- 
mon with  many  others,  he  entertained 
with  respect  to  this  important  measure. 
He  wished  to  speak  at  that  early  period  of 
the  discussion,  in  order  that  he  might  be 
enabled  to  present  those  views  in  a  lest 
desultory,  in  a  more  connected,  in  a  more 
dispassionate  manner,  than  he  might  be 
able  to  do  if  he  were  to  rise  at  a  later 
period  of  the  debate,  amid  the  excitement 
of  political  contention,  and  al^er  the  in- 
troduction of  topics  calculated,  from  their 
connexion  with  party  interests,  to  distarb 
ft  calm  review  of  the  abstract  merits 
of  any  particular  measure.  He  wished  to 
rise  at  that  stage  of  the  Bill  for  the  pur- 
pose of  presenting  his  views  to  the  House 
at  a  periodwhen  it  was  not  necessary  to  pro- 
nounce an  immediate  decision.  Feeling 
fully  convinced  ofthejustice  of  those  views, 
ind  believing  that  their  adoption  would 
londuce  to  the  impartial  administration 
of  justice,  and  the  general  good  govern- 
ment of  Ireland,  be  was  most  deairout 
that  a  final  decision  should  not  be 
pronounced  till  full  opportunity  for  the 
most  mature  deliberation  had  been 
afforded.  The  matter  under  discussion 
was  not  one  of  merely  local  or  mu- 
nicipal concern;  it  did  not  merely  relate 
lo  the  peculiar  interests  of  certain 
communities  in  Ireland,  but  involved 
considerations  of  the  utmost  importance 

ipecting  the  administration  of  justice, 
and  the  efficiency  of  the  civil  power; 
it  had  reference  to  many  matters  deeply 
affecting  the  feelings,  and  interests,  of 
ihat  country,  and  the  permanent  cause 
of  general  good  government.  Before 
noticing  any  parls  of  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  which  he 
would  refer  to  at  they  occurred  io  con- 
nexion with  his  own  argumenU,  he  trould 
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briefly  tllude  to  tbe  general  poaition  of 
the  CorpoTstiani  of  Irelknd.  The  right 
hon.  QentleDnan  had  justly  remarlted, 
that  the  Corponitioni  now  actually  in  ex- 
uleoce  there  amounted  to  about  sixty  in 
number.  At  tbe  time  the  legiilative  UdIoq 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  wa* 
effected,  tbe  number  was  ninety-five, 
but  since  that  period  it  had  been  reduced, 
by  the  decay  oi  leveral,  to  the  present 
number  of  about  sixty.  The  Report  of 
the  Commissioners  who  conducted  tbe 
inquiry  into  Irish  Corporationg,  bore 
rerereoce  to  two  distinct  eras.  Tbe 
first  related  to  that  portion  of  time 
which  intervened  between  tbe  reign 
of  Henry  2nd,  and  the  acceuion  of  James 
Ist;  and  the  second,  from  the  accea- 
■ioo  of  tbe  latter  monarch  to  the  present 
period.  Of  the  ninety-five  Corporations 
which  existed  in  Ireland  at  the  period  of 
the  Union,  eighty  were  governed  by  char- 
ters of  a  date  subsequent  to  James  Ist. 
In  the  statements  which  he  was  about  to 
make,  lie  ahould  take  for  granted  the 
accuracy,  as  to  facts,  of  the  Report 
from  which  be  quoted.  Of  the  ninaty- 
five  Corporations,  eighty  were  governed 
by  charters  subsequent  to  James  1st, 
of  tbe  other  fifteen,  four  claimed  to  be 
governed  by  prescription,  nine  by  char- 
ters earlier  than  James  1st,  and  two 
by  statute.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  promised,  in  the  beginning  of  his 
apeecn,  that  be  would  show  that  these 
Irish  Corporation!  were  originally  founded 
on  enlarged  and  liberal  principles  of  mu- 
nicipal government  i  but  that  promise 
he  bad  not  attempted  to  fulfil.  Speaking 
of  the  period  before  James  Ist'a  acces- 
sion, it  would  indeed  be  rather  difficult 
to  prove  Ibat  charters  granted  in  that 
early  period  of  Irish  history  were  in- 
tended to  snpport  popular  principles  of 
inunicipsl  government.  It  would  be 
much  more  consistent  with  tbe  truth  to 
describe  them  as  mere  outworks  and  de- 
fences for  maintaining  Englbh  authority 
amid  a  rude  and  hostile  people.  He  be< 
lieved  that  the  learned  Member  for  Dublin 
had  formerly  contended  that  some  Corpo- 
rations claimed  to  have  been  governed  by 
prescription,  at  a  period  anterior  to  Henry 
Snd.  The  evidence  in  support  of  this 
claim  WIS  exceedinfjly  sliglit  and  unsatis- 
factory, but  tbe  point  was  not  one  of  much 
importance.  Tbe  first  charter  granted  by 
Henry  'ind  was  dated  in  1772  or  1773.  at 
Dublin,  ud  wu  griDted  "  to  the  men  of 
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Bristol,  of  his  city  of  Dublin,  to  inherit 
and  hold  of  him  and  his  heirs,  ail  liberties 
and  free  customs  which  tbe  meu  of  Bristol 
had  at  Bristoljand  through  all  his  territory.'.' 
The  Commissioners,  in  their  Report  ad- 
mitted that  the  early  charters  gave  no 
definition  of  who  were  to  be  members 
of  the  corporate  body,  nor  prescribed  how 
they  were  to  be  elected,  and  that  it  was 
difficult  to  point  out  with  precision  tbe 
rights  to  corporate  franchise,  %s  they 
existed  in  those  ancient  communities. 
The  Commissioners  also  stated,  "  That 
it  would  appear  that  at  a  very  early 
period  the  right  to  claim  admission  as 
a  memljer  of  tbe  corporate  body  became 
subject  to  conditions  and  regulations, 
probably  as  its  commercial  value  increased ; 
and  we  cannot  refer  to  any  Corporation 
created  before  tbe  reign  of  James  1st  in 
which  we  have  evidence,  beyond  what  may 
be  inferred  from  the  terms  of  the  charters 
as  above  alluded  to,  that  mere  inbahitantcy, 
at  least  unconnected  with  tbe  tenure  of 
property,  constituted  a  sufficient  and 
recognised  title  to  admission."  So  much 
for  the  charters  granted  previously  to  the 
accession  of  James  Ist.  With  respect  to 
those  granted  subsequently  to  that  ac- 
cession, tbe  right  hon,  Gentleman  had 
made  a  faint  eSbrt  to  prove  that  they  were 
not,  in  pointof  fact,  intended  for  the  main- 
tenance of  Protestant  ascendancy.  His 
own  strong  impression,  from  some  ac- 
quaintance with  Irish  history,  was,  that 
forty-six  or  forty-seven  of  the  cbartejs 
granted  by  James  1st,  and  subsequently, 
bad  for  their  exclusive  object  the  support 
of  Protestant  interests;  and  to  remove 
all  doubt  on  this  bead,  he  begged  to  refer 
tbe  House  to  an  authority  more  recent  than 
that  of  Sir  John  Davis,  an  authority  which 
the  Gentlemen  opposite  would  respect,  for 
it  was  to  their  own  Commission  that  he 
should  refer.  Two  members  of  that  Com- 
roission,Meurs.Moodieand  Pigott.io  their 
Report  upon  the  City  of  Londonderry, 
stated,  that  "  in  the  year  1613,  a  Par- 
liament was  assembled  in  Ireland  after  an 
interval  of  several  years,  during  which  no 
Parliament  had  sat,  and  during  which  se- 
venteen new  counties  had  been  formed, 
and  forty  new  boroughs  bad  been  created. 
The  creation  of  these  borongbs  appears 
plainly  to  have  been  designed  to  Increase 
in  the  new  Parliament,  tbe  influence  of  the 
Crown,  through  the  persons  who  hid 
received  those  large  possessions  from  its 
bounty,  and  to  give  to  Uie  Kttlen  wbo 
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formed  tbe  haada  and  freeba^enes  of  the 
new  Corporation,  or  rather  to  the  onoer  or 
the  soil  on  which  the  borough  vas  created, 
direct  iuflueoc-e  and  power  in  the  Legis- 
lature. They  were,  in  fact,  clote  boroughs, 
exclusively  Protestant,  aad  sending  into 
Parliament  a  large  body  of  new  Members, 
whose  presence  King  Janies  required  to 
control  the  party  then  adverse  to  bim,  and 
poBsesBlog  considerable  power  in  the  Irish 
House  of  Commons.  These  close  boroughs 
continued  until  the  Union  the  properly  of 
the  landed  proprietors  on  whose  estates 
they  were  situated  ;  and  they  were  made 
the  aubjects  of  pecuniary  compentation 
when  the  Parliamentary  patronage  of  them 
was  abolished.  "  As  far,"  say  the  Com- 
missioners, "  as  we  are  able  to  state,  they 
were  close  Corporations  (except  Derry  and 
Coleraine),  and  were  framed  to  exclude  all 
influence  but  that  of  property."  This  de- 
■criptton  of  Irish  Corporations  established 
during  the  reign  of  James  1st,  was  at  direct 
variance  with  the  statement  of  the  Attar- 
ney-Geoeral,  and  with  the  preamble  of  his 
Bill,  which  assumed,  as  it  was  convenient 
for  his  purpose  to  aisnme,  that  Irish 
Corporationfl  were  all  originally  framed 
upon  some  enlightened  principles  of  mu- 
nicipal government.  It  recited,  "  Whereas 
divers  bodies  corporate  at  sundry  times 
have  been  constituted  within  the  cities, 
towns,  and  boroughs  of  Ireland,  to  the 
intent  that  the  same  might  for  ever  be 
and  remain  well  regulated  and  quietly 
governed."  Now  if  this  preamble  had  made 
an  exception  in  respect  to  near  fifty  Cor- 
porations, and  had  recited,  that  they  were 
close  boroughs,  exclusively  Frotestaot,  and 
intended  to  be  so,  this  would  have  been 
more  consistent  with  the  fact,  and  with 
the  Report  of  the  Commissioners,  than  that 
the  object  was  to  provide  good  government 
6d  enlightened  principles  for  the  Corpora- 
tions of  Ireland. 

T%e  truth  was,  that  this  Bill,  whatever 
the  right  hon.  Member  might  say  to  the 
contrary,  amounted  to  a  complete  ex- 
tinction of  the  ancient  corporate  bodies 
of  Ireland.  If  they  looked  at  the  original 
object  for  which  the  existing  Corporations 
were  instituted,  and  the  exclusive  princi- 

files  upou  which  they  were  founded — if  they 
Doked  at  the  principles  upon  which  the  new 
Bill  was  framed,  (be  extensive  constitu- 
encies to  be  called  into  operation  by  it, 
and  the  object!  it  was  to  achieve,  if  these 
were  compared  together  it  would  be  wholly 
impoisible  to  deny  that  the  ancient  cor- 
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porate  system  of  Ireland  was  marked  out 
for  entire  and  complete  extinction,  and 
that  a  new  and  totally  different  system  of 
corporate  government  was  erected  on  the 
ruins.  It  was  mere  affeciaiion  in  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  deny  it.  What  said  the 
"■"?  "That  so  mucli  of  all  laws,  sta- 
tutes, and  usages,  and  so  much  of  all 
royal  and  other  charters,  gr>t)t8,  and 
letters  patent,  rules,  orders,  and  directions, 
now  in  force  relating  to  the  several  bo- 
roughs named  in  the  schedules  A.  B.  and 
C,  or  to  the  inhabitants  thereof,  or  to  the 
several  bodies,  or  reputed,  or  late  bodies 
corporate  named  in  the  said  schedules  as 
are  inconsistent  with  or  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  this  Act,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  repealed  and  annulled." 
What  single  law,  statute,  or  usage  now  in 
force,  was  consistent  with  the  provisions 
ofthisActT  Not  one.  All,  therefore,  would 
iwept  away,  and  for  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  presented  this  Bill  of  forfeit- 
ure and  extinction,  gravely  to  get  up  and 
profess  a  holy  reverence  for  ancient  institu- 
tions, and  a  horror  at  the  Destructives 
who  should  contemplate  their  extinction, 
was  sheet  affectation  and  mockery.  Oh 
no  I  the  House  will  not  be  deceived 
by  this  pretended  respect  for  ancient 
rights  and  franchises.  It  will  feel  that 
the  extinction  of  the  old  Corporations  by 
the  new  Bill  was  quite  complete ;  and  whe- 
ther the  right  hon.  Gentleman  erected  bis 
own  system  upon  their  ruins,  or  annihilated 
the  former  system,  without  providing  a 
substitute,  the  destruction  in  each  cue  was 
the  same — as  effectual  as  could  be:  there 
would  be  00  more  connection  or  analogy, 
between  the  old  corporate  bodies  and  the 
new,  than  between  the  present  department 
al  system  of  government  in  France,  and 
the  old  divisions  of  that  country  into 
provinces. 

At  the  same  time  he  did  not  deny  th« 
necessity  of  an  extensive  change  in  the 
system  of  local  government  in  Ireland, 
The  question  is  how  shall  that  change  be 
effected  ?  Shall  we  attempt,  by  partial 
modifications,  to  reform  the  existing  Cor- 
porations, or  shall  we  extinguish  them 
altogether — or  shall  we  assent  to  the  plan 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  If  we  dissent 
from  it,  end  extinguish  the  Corporttions, 
how  shall  we  provide  for  the  performance 
of  the  necessary  municipal  functions. 
These  were  the  practical  points  for  con- 
sideration. For  himself  he  had  never 
(bought  it  possible  to  umnd  the  corponte 
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■yttem  of  Ireland  aa  it  exists  at  Dreseni 
nor  should  he  advise  a  partial  modi- 
fication  foi  the  purpose  of  propping 
up  a  B^Rtem  which  was  radically  bad 
They  might  enlai^e  the  number  of  free, 
men,  or  make  new  regulations  in  respect  tc 
the  admission  of  freemen,  anil  cure  some  of 
the  evils  which  were  inherent  in  the  present 
a^stem  ;  still  they  could  not,  in  his  opt- 
Dion,  overcome  by  such  means  the  grave 
objections  which  applied  in  principle  to  the 
continuance  of  that  system  even  modified 
by  these  slight  alterations,  A  system 
which  presented  so  limited  a  number  as 
but  13,000  corporators  out  of  a  borough 
population  of  900,000  was  too  exclusive 
in  respect  to  number.  The  basts  was  not 
sufficiently  wide.  Superadded  to  this  was 
the  consideration  that  the  corporators 
were  almost  entirely  of  one  form  of  religious 
faith.  Political  feelings  were  thus  un. 
avoidably  mixed  up  with  the  administra- 
tion ofjustice,  and  even  though  that  ad- 
ministration of  justice  might  be  perfectly 
pure,  still  the  suspicion  of  partiality  pre- 
cluded satisfaction  with  the  awards  of 
those  who  were  looked  on  as  political 
partisans.  He  bad  listened  wilb  atten- 
tion to  the  objections  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  the  present  municipal 
■ystem,  and  to  many  of  them  he  assented. 
One  of  these  related  to  the  misapplica- 
tion of  corporeie  funds.  He  was  as  un- 
willing as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could 
be,  to  connect  himself,  or  the  party 
with  wham  he  had  the  honour  and  'satis- 
faction to  act,  with  the  sanction  of 
any  such  abuses.  As  the  facts  slated,  he 
had  not  the  same  means  as  the  right  hon, 
Oeatleman  of  ascertaining  whether  they 
were  in  every  point  well-founded.  He 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  where 
ftbuse  of  such  funds  existed,  or  where  there 
was  a  possibility  of  its  recurrence,  that 
the  abase  ought  to  be  corrected,  and 
aecurily  taken  against  the  future  repeti- 
tion of  it.  He  was  persuaded  (hat  the 
original  intention  of  the  grantors  of  cor- 
|K>rat«  property,  must  have  been,  that  it 
should  be  applied  to  the  public  benefit, 
and  not  be  perverted  to  private  advantage. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  further, 
that  there  were  other  and  more  compre- 
beniiva  eniunds  on  which  he  could  not 
advise  the  maintenance  of  the  existing 
florporate  system  in  Ireland,  or  any  par- 
tial modifications  of  it.  Hn  considered  the 
aysiMn  iacottsistentwith  the  prjociples  and 
fair  legitimate  cottaequences  of  the  Act  of 


;  182d.  That  Act  established  in  respect 
to  civil  oiBces,  a  perfect  equality  among 
all  classes  of  his  Majesty's  subjects.  The 
object  of  that  Act  was  to  make  civil 
worth  the  test  of  qualification  for  office, 
and  not  religious  faith,  and  if  there  were  a 
system  which  deprived  a  Roman  Catholic 
of  free  access  to  corporate  privileges,  and 
conferred  such  privileges  on  others,  simply 
because  they  professed  the  established 
religion,  he  cared  not  whether  that  dis- 
tinction were  established  by  the  operation 
ofa  particular  lawoT  existed  practically  arid 
almost  universally  without  being  enjoined 
by  law,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was 
at  variance  with  the  principles  of  the  Act 
of  1839,  and  ought  to  be  put  an  end  to. 
If  this  reasoning  were  admitted,  they  must 
come  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  would 
not  be  wise  to  amend  in  order  to  continue 
such  a  system.  The  next  consideration, 
then,  which  demanded  their  attention, 
was,  the  nature  of  that  system  of  local 
government  which  should  be  proposed  in 
lieu  of  the  present?  and  he  trusted  the 
House  would  give  him  its  indulgence 
while  he  stated  his  views  on  the  subject. 
He  would  first  examine  the  plan  proposed 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  If  he  snould 
mistake  any  part  of  that  plan,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  have  the  goodness 
to  correct  him.  He  certainly  should  not 
mis-state  any  part  of  it  intentionally. 
After  providing  for  the  demolition  of  thfl 
existing  Corporations,  the  Bill  went  on 
expressly,  and  by  name,  to  provide  for 
the  government  of  fifty-four  towns;  and 
to  forty-seven  of  these  it  gave  a  house- 
hold franchise  of  5^  In  point  of  popula- 
tion, it  descended  exceedingly  low;  for 
in  the  town  of  Middleton,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  2,034;  and  of  Belturbet,  with  a 
population  of  2,036,  it  established  a  local 
government,  consisting  of  a  mayor,  four 
aldermen,  and  twelve  town  councillors. 
All  this  cumbrous  and  not  inexpensive 
machinery  for  towns  with  a  population 
of  only  S.OOO.  The  Bill  also  gave  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  a  power  of  apply- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  Bill  to  any 
town  in  Ireland  he  pleased,  to  select, 
without  any  necessary  reference  to  its 
population.  The  Bill  also  contained  a 
provision — n  most  extraordinary  one — a 
provision  which,  like  many  others  in  the 
Bill,  varied  not  only  in  words,  but  in  sub- 
stance, most  importantly  from  the  corre- 
sponding provisions  of  the  English  Bill. 
The   English  Bill  provided,  that  if  the 
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iDhabiUnt  householders  or  a  town  peti- 
tioned the  King  to  grant  them  a  Cor- 
poratign,  the  Kin^  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  do  so,  and  the  Irish  Corporation 
Bill  of  1835  coatRined  a  similar  clause. 
But,  under  the  present  Bill,  any  of  the 
inhabitant  househotdcrs  of  a  tonn  might 
invoke  the  Lord -Lieutenant  to  grant  ibem 
s  Corporation ;  and  his  Lordship  was 
empowered  to  do  so  without  reference  to 
the  number  of  petitioners.  Why  this 
marked  departure  from  the  English  Bill, 
unless  it  be  intended  to  extend  the  new 
Corporations  in  Ireland  indefinitely  ?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  that  the  object 
of  the  Government  is,  by  means  of  (his 
Bill,  to  call  one  uniform  system  into 
operation  in  all  the  corporate  towns  in 
Ireland.  Be  it  so,  but  where  was  the 
necessity  for  encumbering  towns  like  the 
two  which  he  had  mentioned — towns  the 
population  of  which  did  not  esceed  2,000 
,^with  such  a  ponderous  instrument  for 
managing  their  domestic  concerns.  He 
admitted  that  these  two  towns  had  nomi- 
nally Corporations  at  present,  but  there 
was  nothing  in  their  constitution,  or  in 
the  circumstances  of  the  towns,  so  peculiar 
as  to  call  for  the  establishment  of  new 
corporate  authorities  on  the  extincticm  of 
the  old  ones.  There  were  many  towns  which 
now  had  Corporations,  to  which  it  was  not 
intended  to  give  new  Corporations.  The  Bill 
had  not  adopted  the  rule  that  every  town 
having  a  Corporation  should  continue  to 
have  one ;  the  rule  the  Bill  apparently 
adopted  was,  that  towns  now  being  cor- 
porate, and  having  more  than  2,000 
mhabitants,  should  contlnue'lo  have  Cor- 
porations. But,  surely,  the  main  point  to 
be  considered  was,  whether  a  Corporation 
Wat  or  was  not  a  benefit  to  a  small  town. 
If  a  benefit,  why  limit  it  to  towns  which 
happen  to  be  now  corporate?  If  an  evil, 
why  inflict  it  on  them  because  they  are 
corporate?  The  Bill  must  assume,  that 
a  Corporation  is,  in  the  abstract,  a  benefit 
to  a  town  which  has2,000  inhabitants,  and 
this  assumption  must  be  considered  a  rule 
to  guide  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  (he  exercise 
of  the  discretion  given  him  by  the  Bill. 
The  House  of  Commons  would  virtually, 
by  this  Bill,  declare  that  2,000  inhabitants 
constituted  a  proper  limit,  and  that  towns 
with  a  population  above  2,000,  ought  to 
have  Corporations.  He  had  ascertained 
(hat  there  were  126  towns  in  Ireland, 
with  populations  consisting  of  2,000  and 
upwards ;  he  had,  therefore,  full  right  to 
VOL.  XXXI.  {EK} 
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infer,  that  the  mtRtmim  of  incorporated 
towns  would  be  126.  On  the  maximum 
on  the  increase  of  the  number  of  Corpora- 
tions there  was  ao  limit.  If  any  town 
having  1,000  inhabitants,  for  instance, 
petitioned  (he  Lord-Lieutenant  to  be  incor- 
porated, he  was  not  bound  to  comply  with 
(hat  petidon,  but  he  would  have  a  perfect 
right  to  comply  with  the  petition  if  he 
chose.  If,  however,  the  inhabitants  were 
more  than  2,000,  looking  to  the  principles 
of  this  Bill,  and  to  the  rule  laid  down  by 
it,  such  town  would  have  a  fair  right  to 
expect  that  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  acting 
on  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  Bill, 
would  grant  (hem  a  Corporation,  Each 
of  these  Corporations,  so  constituted,  was 
to  have  the  power  of  making  by-laws— 
such  by-laws  as.  to  them  should  seem 
meet  for  the  good  rule  and  government 
of  the  town.  Those  by-laws  would  re- 
quire the  sanction  of  the  Lord- Lieu  tenant, 
and  he  presumed  they  must  not  he  at 
variance  with  the  law  of  (he  land.  In 
general,  a  provision  was  inserted  in  mea- 
sures empowering  chartered  companies  to 
make  by-laws,  that  such  by-laws  should 
be  consistent  with  the  taw  of  the  land,  but 
no  such  provision  would  be  found  in  this 
Bill.  There  was,  of  course,  no  necessity 
that  the  by-laws  of  different  towns  should 
be  in  conformity  with  each  other,  so  that 
there  might  be  136  towns  in  Ireland  having 
each  B  different  system  of  by-laws  and 
regulations  established  by  the  town-council 
of  each  borough.  OfTences  against  these 
by-laws  might  be  tried  by  the  corporate 
Justices  of  the  towns.  In  each  of  these 
towns  there  was  to  be  a  Mayor  who  was 
to  be  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  borough, 
and  who  was  to  take  precedence  of  the 
county  Magistrates  in  those  towns.  One 
of  the  complaints  in  the  Report  was,  that 
the  corporate  Justices  of  Ireland  were  at 
present  mdependent  of  the  Crown ;  and 
not  subject  to  that  control  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  which  county  Magistrates 
were  subject ;  hut  the  corporate  Justices 
created  b^  this  Bill  were,  be  apprehended, 
to  be  entirely  independent  of  the  control 
of  the  Crown,  and  of  the  Chancellor. 
In  the  counties  of  cities  of  Ireland  there 
was  to  be  a  town-conncil  by  whom  the 
Sheriff  was  to  be  elected.  In  reference  to 
the  appointment  of  a  separate  Commission 
of  the  Peace  in  certain  boroughs,  such 
Commission  could  only  be  issued  on  the 
requisition  of  the  town-council,  but  surely 
the  Lord-lieutenant  would  be  a  bcllfr 
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'udge  than  any  tocat  authority,  whether 
t  would  be  for  the  interestg  of  public 
justice  that  a  separate  Commission  of  the 
Pi^ace  should  be  issued  for  any  particu- 
lar district  or  town  in  Ireland.  If  he  had 
fairly  described  the  provisioDR  of  the  Bill, 
he  would  atieropt  to  show,  in  answer  to 
the  chalten^  of  the  right  hon.  Genlleman 
— that  that  Bill  was  not  likely  to  conduce 
to  ihe  improvement  of  the  administration  of 
justice  in  Ireland;  and  that  the  principles 
which  they  themselves  had  laid  down  in 
preparing  otW  measures  connected  with 
Ihe  civil  force  in  Ireland,  were  at  direct 
variance  with  the  principles  which  this 
Bill  would  establish.  Before  he  reviewed 
the  arguments  of  the  right  hon. Gentleman 
he  would  refer  to  one  of  his  positions 
which  if  correct,  was  a  bar  to  all  argument, 
which  rendered  all  discussion  useless. 
He  maintained  that  justice  to  Ireland 
absolutely  required  that  the  same  mea< 
sure  of  Corporate  Reform  which  had 
been  adoplea  here,  should  be  extended 
to  Ireland.  No  matter  what  would  be  its 
practical  operation  in  Ireland,  it  would  be, 
according  to  the  fight  hon.  Gentleman, 
an  insult  and  a  wrong  to  refuse  to 
Ireland  what  had  been  conceded  to 
England,  But  he  could  show  this  posi- 
tion to  be  untenable,  and  he  would 
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against  it  the  authority  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself;  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said,  that  if  he  thought 
the  effect  of  this  Bill  would  be  to  transfer 
power  from  the  hands  of  one  party  to 
those  of  another,  he  should  be  found 
among  the  most  determined  and  active 
opponents  of  it.  The  right  hon. Gentleman 
then  claimed  for  himself  the  liberty  of 
examining  the  operation  of  this  measure, 
nnd  stated  a  case  in  which  he  himself 
should  be  prepared  to  disregard  the  argu- 
ment, that  because  you  had  passed  a 
certain  measure  in  England,  you  must 
necessarily  apply  that  identical  measure 
to  Ireland  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
alluded  to  a  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  (he 
Member  for  Lancashire.  What  was  the 
nature  of  that  speech?  It  was  made  with 
reference  to  Parliamentary  Reform.  It 
might  be  unwise  to  place  the  inhabitants 
of  two  countries  on  a  different  footing 
with  respect  to  the  exercise  of  political 
power;  but  if  it  could  be  shown  that  any 
principle  adopted  in  England  or  Scotlantf, 
or  in  any  other  part  of  the  habitable  globe, 
nud  leading  to  I>ene6cial  results  there, 
would  work  in  Ireland  to  defeat  the  ends 


of  jaslice,  he  cared  not  for  their  rkunted 
principle  of  assimilation ;  he  would  boldly 
reply,  that  the  inleresti  of  public  justice, 
were  infinitely  higher,  than  nominal  uni- 
formity in  the  public  institutions  which 
administer  it.  If  the  application  of  that 
uniformity  was  incompatible  with  justice, 
then,  according  to  llie  admission  of  the 
Attorney-General,  determined  opposition 
to  this  Bill  was  perfectly  justifiabfc.  Now 
he  would  examine  the  bearing  of  the  enact- 
ments of  this  Bill,  as  they  related  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice — as  they  related  to 
the  efficacy  of  the  civil  power  hy  the  due 
administration  of  the  police,  and  as  they 
related  to  the  management  of  the  cor- 
porate funds.  He  would  take  first  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said,  that  there  were  many  im- 
perfections in  the  administration  of  justice 
by  the  Municipal  Corporations  in  Ireland; 
that  there  was  great  dissatisfaction,  and 
that  there  existed  concurrently  an  exclusive 
system  of  self-government.  Admitting  all 
this  to  he  as  stated,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman proceeded  to  argue  that  all  he  had 
to  do  was  to  introduce  popular  election  and 
remove  the  evil.  Now  be  admitted  that 
in  many  respects  the  system  of  popular 
election  might  be  n  check  an  abuse ;  but 
he  must,  at  the  same  time,  say  there  was  a 
gross  fallacy  and  a  fundamental  defect 
in  the  argument  which  asserted  that  the 
selection  by  popular  choice  of  the  functi- 
onaries intrusted  with  the  administration 
of  justice  would  necessarily  ensure,  that 
justice  would  be  administered  satisfactorily. 
Under  this  Bill  there  would  be  the  counties 
of  cities,  with  their  Sheriffs,  elected  by  the 
town  council ;  there  would  be  also  the 
corporate  towns, bavinga  separate  Session 
of  the  Peace,  with  elected  town-clerks  ne- 
cessarily acting  as  clerks  of  the  peace.  In 
bothoftheseinstancestheofficersappoinied 
by  the  Corporation  would  have  the  sum- 
moning, in  one  case,  oflhe  Grand  and  Petit 
Juries,  in  the  other  of  the  Petit  Juries. 
Now  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  objections  urged  in 
the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  against 
the  administration  of  justice  by  offi- 
cers appointed  by  Corporations.  The 
Commissioners  said  in  their  Report : 
— "  In  the  Corporations  of  counties  cities 
and  towns  (and  In  one  case,  that  of 
londonderry,  for  the  county  at  latgcl,  the 
Sheriffs  appointed  by  the  Municipal  Cor- 
porations possess  and  exercise  important 
functions  in  reference  to  the  admioistration 
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or  justice,  both  criminal  and  civil.  •  •  • 
A  large  proporlion,  frequenily  the  nnajority 
of  (he  Grand  Jurors,  is  empanelled  frum 
the  members  of  the  governing  corporate 
bodies, — an  arrangement  nhich,  as  these 
bodies  are  at  present  constituted,  practi- 
cally vests  ana  preserves  in  limited  cor- 
porate councils  the  extensive  powers 
'local  taxation  given  by  law  to  the  Grand 
Juries.  The  composition  of  tlie  Gra 
Juries,  which  ought  to  be  generally  a 
impartially  taken  fiom  the  jiihabitants 
large,  is  thus  directly  and  efiectively  that 
of  the  Corporations,  and  partakes  of  tliuir 
defects  and  unpopulurily.  Tbe  Corporati 
and  Grand  Juries  of  DubUn  afford  striking 
instances  of  this  connexion  between  ' 
two  bodies.  In  Waterford  we  lind  a 
gular  arrangement  made  to  guard  against 
the  practice,  by  an  agreement  between  the 
Corporation  and  (he  inhabitants,  that  no 
more  than  a  certain  number  of  the  common 
council  should  be  on  the  Grand  Jury.  The 
exercise  of  this  branch  of  their  functions 
by  the  corporate  Sheriffs  in  the  return  of 
PetitJuries  on  occasions  of  interest  to  th 
Corporations,  or  affecting  tlieir  influentJc 
members  or  supporters,  obviouBly  affords 
the  means  of  givmg  an  important  advantage 
to  parties  in  their  interest,  or  professing 
the  same  local  or  general  political  views.' 
That  being  the  imperfection,  the  ground- 
work of  complaint,  he  nislied  to  be  told 
how  they  would  remedy  it,  by  making  the 
popularly  elected  Sheriff  ana  Clerk  of 
the  Peace,  the  ofiicers,  who  were  to  sum- 
mon the  jury  in  those  towns,  and  couaties 
of  towns,  which  it  could  not  be  denied 
were  in  a  state  of  discord,  springing  from 
Teligious  differences  and  pohtical  ani- 
mosity. In  all  these  towns,  with  corporate 
oSicers  holding  iheir  appointments  inde- 
pendent of  any  control  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown,  and  nominating  the  Juries,  there 
was  to  be,  in  addition  to  all  other  causes 
of  discord,  a  perpetual  system  of  agitation 
connected  with  municipal  elections.  First, 
as  annual  registration  of  persons  qualilied 
to  vote;  then  one-third  of  the  town- 
council  would  annually  go  out  of  office, 
and  others  must  be  elected  in  their  place  ; 
then  would  come  the  election  of  the 
Afagistrates  i  then  the  election  of  the 
town-clerk  and  other  officers;  and  thus 
almost  the  whole  year  would  be  spent  in 
electinns,  or  in  proceedings  preparatory  to 
elections.  Did  tliey  mean  to  say,  that  under 
such  a  state  of  things  party  spirit  would 
not  prevtil.    Would  they  say,  that  parties 
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would  not  be  pitted  against  each  other— 
that  there  would  not  be  active  canvassing 
—that  clubs  would  not  be  formed  to  in- 
elude  in  the  Corporations  one  set  of  mem< 
hers  and  to  exclude  another— that  the 
town-councils  would  not  be  elected  with 
reference  to  political  interests — that  the 
Sheriffs  and  other  officers  appointed  by 
the  town-councils  would  be  free  from 
political  bias.  Could  they,  then,  infer 
that  the  administration  of  justice  would 
he  more  satisfactory,  for  the  single  reason, 
that  the  officers  mainly  instrumental  in  it 
would  owe  their  appointment  to  ibe  pre- 
dominance of  a  party,  and  the  arts  by 
which  popular  elections  were  determined. 
While  listening  to  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  he  marked  the  important 
admissions  which  escaped  from  him,  with 
respect  to  the  administration  of  Justice, 
and  he  would  ask  what  more  security  for 
the  pure  administration  of  justice  did  this 
system  afford  than  they  had  in  the  system 
for  which  it  was  a  substitute?  The  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  said,  that  his  charge 
against  the  present  SberifTs  was  the  inti- 
mate connexion  they  established  between 
the  Corporations  and  the  Grand  Juries. 
What  was  there  in  the  Bill  before  the 
House  to  prevent  such  a  connexion  from 
continuing  to  exist?  An  intimate  con> 
nexion  between  the  Corporations  and  the 
Grand  Jury  I  This  was  the  grievance. 
But  where  was  the  remedy  that  this  Bill 
applied  ?  If  the  present  Sheriffs  marked 
their  respect  for  the  present  Corporations, 
why  should  the  new  Sheriffs  show  less  of 
deference  to  (he  popularly-elected  Corpo- 
from  whom  they  were  to  leceive 
their  appointment  1  What  was  there  in 
the  principleof  popular  control — admirable 
as  it  might  be  as  a  check  on  abuses  of  & 
certain  class — what  was  there  in  popular 
control,  as  exercised  over  the  Sheriff, 
tending  to  diminish  bis  sense  of  obligation 
to  the  party  to  which  he  owed  his  election. 
That  would  be  the  party  which  would 
exercise  the  supposed  control,  and  which 
Id  have  a  common  feeling  wilb  the 
Sheriff  in  favour  of  promoting  their  com- 
mon interests.  Tlie  right  hon.  Gentleman 
sairl.that  a  difference  of  opinion  in  politics 
ought  to  form  no  ground  of  challenge 
as  lo  the  eligibility  of  persons  to  be 
led  as  corporate  officers,  or  corporale 
irs.  The  Sheriff  might  be  a  political 
partisan.  He  might  return  men  with 
political  opinions  corresponding  lo  his  own 
I  serve  on  the  Grand  Jury,  and  there 
2M2 
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xvoiitd  be  no  ground  of  ^mlufllificBlion  or 
challenge  on  this  urcouni.  But  would 
there  not  be  the  Yery  same  ground  for 
ciinipldint  (lint  there  now  it  against  partial 
officers  and  partial  Juriet?  The  right 
hoii.  Gentleman  urged  ai  a  conclusive 
argument  against  the  present  system — 
agaiiiit  the  selection  oi  the  Grand  Jury 
hy  n  corporate  officer — the  abuse  which 
hjid  occurred  in  some  proceedings  al 
Limerick.  He  brought  forward  the  case 
of  some  fishermen  who  were  fired  at  by 
the  wBtenncn  of  the  Corporntion  ;  in  coo- 
Bfqnence  of  which  Eiring  death  ensued. 
Tlie  Corporate  Sheriff  returned  the  Jury, 
and  the  Corporate  Jury,  acting  in  support 
of  the  corporate  rightc,  acquitted  the 
watermen,  and  convicted  the  fishermen  of 
homicide,  though  they  were  the  parly 
sustaining  the  loss  of  life.  That  waa  a 
grievous  case,  no  doubt;  but  would  the 
ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  say  what  provision 
there  was  in  1iis  Bill  which  would  make 
it  the  interest  of  the  Grand  Jury,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Corporate  Sheriff,  instead 
of  sup|iorting  the  corporate  rights,  to 
administer  justice  impartially  T  Would 
the  right  non.  Gentleman  say  in  what 
■ingle  respect  popular  election,  and  the 
party  spirit  connected  with  it,  afforded  a 
security  that  justice  would  be  done  in  a 
case  which  involved  corporate  rights  or 
party  interests?  So  much  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice. 

He  would  now  state  to  the  House  thi 
outline  of  the  proposal  which  he  wai 
inclined  to  make.  In  the  case  of  the 
counties  of  cities  and  counties  of  towns, 
he  would  at  one*  place  the  nomination 
of  Sheriffs  for  those  counties  of  cities  and 
counties  of  towns  in  the  hands  in  which 
the  nomination  of  Sheriffs  for  counties 
was  plsced.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
interposed  his  clumsy  and  iueffeclual 
contrivance  of  the  veto  of  the  Lord-LJeu- 
tenant  on  the  nominaiion  of  the  town- 
council.  Such  a  check  would  be  tiuite 
ineffectual.  Why  esublish  a  divided 
responsibility  between  the  parties?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  proposed  that  the 
town-council  should  name  the  SherifSh  and 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  should  have  a  power 
to  reject.  If  the  Sheriff  had  been  guilty  of 
any  gross  offence — if  he  had  distinguished 
hiinsflf  by  any  very  marked  or  violent 
pnlitreal  opinions,  it  was  just  possible  that 
the  Lord-Uenlenaut  might  exercise  his 
power  of  objecting  to  the  individual. 
The  t»wh-i*ouncil  irritated  perhaps  by  the 


rejection  of  their  first  nominee  would  then 
recommend  another,  and  an  unseemly 
conflict  might  arise  between  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  and  (he  local -authorities. 
What  possible  objection  could  there  be  to 
conferring  the  power  of  appointment  at 
once  directly  on  the  Lord-Lieutenant  T 
Observe  the  course  pursued  by  the  Go- 
vernment, with  regard  to  the  nomination 
if  the  county  Sheriffs  by  the  Judges. 
The  Government,  had  in  some  cases  re- 
fused to  take  the  recommendation  of  the 
Judges.  Let  them  apply  their  own  prin- 
ciples to  the  present  case.  If  the  country 
was  so  divided  by  religious  opinion,  if  it  was 
to  divided  by  party  feeling, thai  the  Govern- 
ment found  it  necessary  to  refuse  to  sanc- 
tion the  nomination  of  the  Judges— what 
security  could  they  have  that  a  town- 
council  elected,  possibly,  al^er  a  turbulent 
and  severe  contest,  would  discharge  (he 
duties  of  recommendation  impartially? 
Why  should  they  have  more  confidence 
in  the  integrity  of  the  town-council  than 
they  had  in  that  of  the  Judges?  Why 
should  they  fetter  the  Lord -Lieu  tenant 
in  his  discretion?  Why  not  leave  the 
matter  to  his  decision,  which  must  be 
looked  on  as  more  impartial — be  his  poll- 
tical  opinions  what  they  might —  than  the 
judgment  of  local  and  conflicting  parties  ? 
Why  not  trust  him  with  the  same  power 
in  respect  of  Sheriffs  in  corporate  towns, 
as  he  had  always  exercised  with  regard 
to  the  Sheriffs  of  counties? 

He  would  next  address  himself  to  the 
administration  of  the  civil  power — to  the 
s n peri n tendance  of  the  police.  He  pre- 
sumed that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
prepared  to  repeat  bis  challenge — am] 
would  again  demand,  whether  any  man 
could  be  found  bold  enough  to  maintain 
that  the  same  principles  with  respect  to 
police  were  not  to  be  applied  to  Ireland 
that  had  been  applied  to  England?  What 
— would  they  insult  the  people  of  Ireland 
by  telling  them  that,  whereas  they  in- 
trusted the  town-councils  of  England  with 
the  nomination  of  constables  and  superin- 
tendents of  police,  they  would  not  deal 
out  impartial  justice  to  Ireland,  and  com- 
mit the  police  in  that  country  to  the  same 
hands  ?  Would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
repeat  that  challenge?  If  he  did,  here 
was  his  ready  answer  to  him — it  was  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  own  Dill  brought 
in  this  Session,  which  provided  for  the 
consolidation  and  amt^ndment  of  the  law> 
relating  to  the  esUblishnient  of  thecon- 
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■tabularj  force  in  Ireland.  The  right 
faoD.  Geatlemaii  and  hit  friends  bad  by 
the  iatroduction  of  that  Bill,  acted  at  vari- 
ance with,  and  in  direct  contradiction  to 
their  own  principles.  They  showed  that 
they  had  a  great  jealousy  of  the  local 
authoritiet  in  Ireland  ;  they  showed,  that 
they  would  not  trust  them  with  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  police;  they  brought 
in  B  Bill  to  take  those  appointments  from 
them,  concurrently  with  this  Bill  which, 
on  the  face  of  it,  proposed  that  the  Mu- 
nicipal Corporations  should  be  intrusted 
with  the  appointment  of  the  local  police. 
What  were  the  arguments  they  used  with 
respect  to  the  county  Magistrates  of  Ire- 
land t  Either  that  they  could  not  be 
trusted  with  .the  appointment  of  police 
constables  from  the  influence  of  parly 
feelings — or  that  such  appointments,  ema- 
nntrng  from  different  authorities,  would 
destroy  all  unity  in  the  police  system, 
therefore  they  could  not  listen  to  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Magistrates,  but 
would  vest  the  absolute  power  of  nomina- 
tion in  the  Lord- Lieu  tenant.  The  Biil  of 
this  present  Session  provided,  for  theestiib- 
lishment  throughout  Ireland  of  a  con- 
stabulary force.  It  recited,  that  it  wasex- 
pedient  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  Act 
for  the  appointment  of  certain  constables 
And  Magistrates  in  certain  districts.  It 
provided,  that  the  Lord-Lieutenant  might 
appoint,  in  every  county.  Magistrates  and 
county  inspectors,  who  were  to  have  the 
direction  and  superintendence  of  the  police 
force  to  be  established  ;  it  look  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  police  from  the  Magis- 
trates, and  gave  it  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant, 
the  avowed  object  being  to  carry  into 
effect  one  system  throughout  the  wliole 
establishment  of  the  police.  It  appointed 
sub-inspectors,  pnymaslers,  storekeepers 
and  clerks.  It  recited  that  it  should  be  law- 
ful for  the  Lord- Lieu  ten  ant  to  appoint,  from 
time  to  time,  at  his  will  and  pleasure,  such 
numbers  of  chief  and  other  constables  as 
should  be  deemed  by  him  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  the  peace.  It  expredsly 
enabled  him  to  appoint  in  the  several 
towns  of  Ireland  constables,  sub-inspectors, 
&c.,  and.  it  did  this  for  the  purpose  of 
excluding  local  recommendations,  and 
insuring  a  unity  of  system.  What 
became  of  this  expected  unity  if,  in  the 
different  towns,  the  Corporations  acting 
nnder  this  Bill,  appointed  severally  a 
local  police.  He  had  alluded  to  the  Coosta- 
bnlsTy  Force  BtU  for  the  purpoie  of  show- 
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ing  that,  aa  far  as  regarded  the  civil  power, 
the  acts  ofthepreseiit  Government  demon- 
strated that  they  did  not  consider  popular 
control  necessary, and  thatintheConstabu- 
lary  Bill  they  followed  a  plan  at  utter  vari- 
ance with  the  principles  of  the  present 
Bill,  Not  only  at  variance,  but  incom- 
patible with,  end  contradictory  to  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill.  He  exclnded,  there- 
fore, on  their  own  showing,  and  on  the 
authority  of  their  own  Report,  from  the 
objects  of  municipal  government  the 
administration  of  the  civil  power,  and  the 
charge  of  the  police. 

He  came  next  to  the  possession  and  con- 
trol of  corporate  property.  Now  the  right 
hon.  Gentieman,in  the  course  of  his  speech, 
did  not  state  any  very  conclusive  arguments 
in  favour  of  the  power  of  presentment 
exercised  by  such  Grand  Juries  as  were 
appointed  by  corporate  SherilTa;  for  he 
sniil  that  in  the  county  of  Cork  the  cess  was 
onlyienpenee  per  acre, whereusintheeounty 
of  the  city  of  Cork  the  amount  levied  by 
the  Grand  Jury  was  five  or  six  shiliingi 
per  acre.  But  let  them  examine  the 
Bill,  with  reference  to  its  bearing  in 
point  of  econoniy?  It  required  that  a 
mayor  should  be  appointed,  a  town-clerk 
and  a  treasurer;  and  it  authorized  the 
town-council,  out  of  the  borough  funds,  to 
apportion  salaries  to  the  mayor,  town- 
clerk,  and  such  other  officers,  wiihont 
stint  or  limitation,  as  the  council  thought 
necessary.  Here  then  was  a  sourccof  copious 
patronage  provided.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen had  inquired  what  would  they  do 
with  [he  property  of  the  present  Cor- 
porations? Now  the  properly  wns  not 
very  extensive.  The  total  amount  of 
the  Corporation  properly  in  Ireland  was 
about  61 ,397i.a-year;  the  expenditure  was 
57,379^.;  the  amount  of  debt  was  about 
133,000/.  If  they  excluded  the  Cily  of 
Dublin  from  the  calculation  they  would 
find  that  the  total  amount  of  income  was 
33,000/.  per  annum,  the  annual  expendi- 
ture27,000/.,and  the  debt  about  100.000/. 
The  property  of  Corporations  in  Ireland 
was  derived  from  two  sources — from  estates 
in  land  and  from  tolls.  One  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill,  in  relation  to 
Corporate  funds,  was  exceedingly  objec- 
tionable. It  vested  the  whole  amount  of  the 
present  tolls  in  the  new  corporate  bodies, 
and  deprived  them  of  the  power  ofreducing 
them  in  certain  cases.  Now  it  appeared  to 
him  that  if  there  was  any  one  matter 
in    Ireland,   vitb   lespect   to    which    tt 
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With  respect  to  the  administration  of 
justice  to  the  charge  of  the  police,  and  to 
llie  administration  of  corporate  property, 
he  had  intimated  the  course  he  was  in- 
clined to  pursue.  He  would  not  consent 
to  the  re-establishmentof  corporate  bodies. 
He  did  oot  believe  it  could  be  shown,  that 
officers  appointed  by  popular  election 
would  give  more  satisfaction  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  than  officers 
selected  by  the  Lord- Lieutenant.  He 
professed  a  willingness  to  remedy  every 
abuse  they  could  point  out.  He  agreed, 
that  there  ouglit  to  be  an  effectual  super- 
vision of  the  police;  he  agreed  that  cor- 
porate property  ought  to  be  applied  to 
municipal  purposes.  He  ndmiticd,  also, 
that  there  were  objects  of  local  adminis- 
tration, which  required  the  contcol  of  a 
local  authority,  and  of  a  local  authority 
subject  to  popular  control.  But  the 
existing  law  provided  for  this.  An  Act 
was  now  in  force  in  Ireland,  general  in  its 
operation,  which  provided  amply  for  the 
lighting,  the  watching,  and  the  cleansing  of 
towns  in  Ireland.  It  was  the  9th  George 4th 
cap.  8.  Tim  hon.  Gentleman  dwelt  with 
great  satisfaction  on  the  practical  operation 
of  this  Bill.  He  said  it  engendered  no  party 
spirit — that  the  elections  under  it  were 
conducted  with  harmony  and  impartiality. 
Why  incur  the  risk  of  disturbing  that 
harmony?  Why  make  the  authorities 
that  are  to  preside  over  their  local 
Government,  political  and  party  functi 
aries?  The  Act  of  the  9th  Geo.  4lh.  ' 
very  popular  in  its  construction — twenty 
householders  inhabiting  houses  of  iOl,  a 
year  annual  value  shall  agree  to  apply  for 
the  extension  of  the  Act  to  the  town  where 
they  reside,  directions  shall  be  issued  by 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  for  a  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  to  decide  upmi  the  propriety  of 
adopting  the  ^cl.  At  this  meeting  all 
inhabitant  householders  of  5/.  and  upwards 
shall  have  a  right  to  vote,  and  the  result 
to  be  decided  by  the  majority.  In  case 
the  Act  be  adopted.  Commissioners  to 
carry  the  provisions  of  the  Act  into  opera- 
tion are  to  he  appointed  by  the  election  of 
the  majority  of  those  quatilied  to  vote. 
These  Commbsioners  not  to  be  less  in 
number  than  ten  nor  more  than  twenty-two, 
and  to  continue  in  office  for  three  yean. 
These  Commissioners  have  the  power  of 
appointing  a  treasurer,  clerks,  and  other 
omccrs,  but  the  Act  gives  them  no  Judicial 
powers  whatever.  Anj  penalties  may  be  re- 
covered befgre  r  Magntrate  of  the  towo  or 
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county;  but  the  Commissioners  have  no 
connexion  in  any  shape  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  Justice.  The  Act  gives  to  them 
simply  the  power  of  providing  for  the 
watching  and  cleansing  of  the  town. 
The  Police  Bill  of  the  Government  virtu- 
ally superseded  the  Act  of  9th  Geo.  4th., 
in  respect  to  the  establishment  of  a  local 
watch.  It  rendered  such  an  establish- 
ment unnecessary,  by  providing  an  ample 
civil  force,  acting  on  uniform  principles, 
and  subordinate  to  one  single  authority. 
But  this  Corporation  Bill  re-established 
the  local  watch  and  local  police,  and 
destroyed  the  uniformity  which  was  aimed 
at  by  the  Police  Bill.  Why  is  this? 
Why  not  do  as  you  have  done  here  ?  Did 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  mean  to  say 
that  the  police  force  appointed  to  preserve 
the  peace  by  day  was  not  sufficient  to 
perform  the  duties  of  watching  by  night? 
But  this  had  been  done  in  London  and 
Westminster.  We  made  the  same  force 
answer  both  objects,  and  we  found  the 
experiment  to  be  attended  with  the  moat 
eminent  success.  A  Gill  of  a  similar 
description  had  been  proposed  for  Dublin, 
it  assiniilnled  the  police  force  there  to  the 
police  force  here,  and  made  the  -  same 
force  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  a  day  and  a  night 
police.  In  this  way  you  give  the  force 
consistency,  and  increase  its  utility  and 
efficiency.  Now,  if  this  system  were  found 
beneficial  in  its  operation  for  London  and 
Dublin,  why  should  it  not  be  at  least 
equally  so  for  Belturbet  and  Middletou  ? 
If  it  were  not  necessary  to  separate  the 
appointment  of  the  watch  in  London  and 
Dublin  from  that  of  the  police— if  they 
were  wise,  and  he  thought  they  were,  in 
making  no  distinction  between  the  police 
by  day  or  by  night,  in  order  that  there 
should  be  no  confusion  or  clashing  in  the 
performance  of  duties,  which  only  difTered 
in  respect  to  the  hour  of  the  day  at  which 
they  were  to  be  discharged — if  that  system 
was  found  to  work  well  in  Westminster 
and  in  London  ^if  they  admitted  that 
that  system  should  be  adopted  in 
Dublin,  and  thai  the  constable  by  day 
should  act  as  the  watchman  by  night,  why 
should  they  not  extend  the  principle  to 
smaller  towns,  and  make  it  the  general 
system  for  Ireland  ? 

The  plan  which  he  would  propose  he 
would  shortly  recapitulate,  although  he 
had  already  indicated  its  principles.  Ho 
did  not  propose  the  mainteaance  of  the 
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(irCBent  corporate  bodies;  but  be  would 
not  coDKnt  to  the  subilitution  of  other 
.-oiporate  bodies,  open  to,  at  least,  equal 
objections,  in  their  place.  In  the  present 
state  of  Ireland  be  did  not  see  the  ne- 
cessity for  their  existence ;  he  thought 
their  ioterference  with  the  administration 
of  justice  would  lessen  the  chances  of  its 
impartiality  and  its  pnrity,  while  their 
interference  with  the  police  was  calculated 
to  abate  the  efficiency  of  that  body.  He 
thought  that  corporate  property  should 
he  applied  to  local  purposes;  but  he 
was  not  prepared  to  intrust  its  manage- 
ment to  a  town-couacil,  absorbing  the 
whole  of  it,  probably,  in  the  payment  of 
corporate  officers.  With  respect  to  mu- 
nicipal purposes  not  conuected  with 
the  police,  not  connected  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  and  not  con- 
nected with  tbe  management  of  corporate 
property,  he  would  leave  the  Act,  the  9th 
George  4lh,  in  operation,  which  permitted 
Commissioners  to  be  appointed,  subject  to 
popular,  control,  and  owing  their  election 
to  popular  nomiuation.  Instead  of  having 
the  Sheriff  in  counties  of  cities  and 
towns  appointed  by  the  council,  he 
would  enable  the  Crown  to  appoint  that 
Magistrate,  He  would  abolish  all  ibe 
inferior  tribunals  of  seneschal  and  baronial 
courts.  He  would  extend  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  assistant  barristers.  He  believed 
that  that  jurisdiction  gave  entire  satlsfdc- 
tion  ;  at  least  there  was  a  Bill  before  the 
House  calculated  to  extend  it,  on  the 
express  assumption  that  it  was  entirely 
saiisfactory  in  its  operation.  Why  not, 
therefore,  introduce  the  assistant  barristers' 
courts  with  a  jurisdiction  more  extended, 
if  it  should  be  required,  into  counties 
of  towns,  or  if  separate  functionaries  were 
requisite,  let  recorders  be  appointed  by  the 
Crown  in  large  cities  and  towns,  who 
should  exercise  a  similar  jurisdiction  to 
that  of  the  assistant  barristers  in  the 
counties.  In  the  cases  of  Dublin,  Coik, 
and  other  towns,  be  believed  the  weight 
of  criminal  business  would  be  too  heavy 
to  be  discharged  by  the  assistant  bariijlcr 
of  the  county.  He  could  also  suppose  that 
there  might  be  local  tribunals  required, 
■iibordinatc  to  that  of  the  assistant  bar- 
risters, or  recorders,  for  the  trial  of  small 
debt  cases.  In  the  case  of  the  county 
courts  of  this  country,  attempts  had 
been  made  to  improve  their  jurisdiction; 
antl  why  not  act  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple fof  Ireltod,  and  CQnititate  where 


they  were  necessary,  subordinate  courts 
for  the  recovery  of  small  debts,  on  some 
uniform  principle.  He  was  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  opposed,  but  on  the  con- 
trary favourable,  to  the  removal  of  all 
petty  courts,  whose  functions  could  be 
better  dischsrged  by  superior  tribunal!. 
But  if  they  could  give  to  the  inhabitant! 
of  large  towns,  an  easy  and  expeditious 
process  for  the  recovery  of  small  debts, 
he  believed  it  would  be  a  reform  which 
would  give  great  and  general  satisfaction 
to  the  people.  The  right  bon.  Gentleman 
had  asked,  what  would  be  done  with  the 
property  and  political  rights  of  freemen, 
in  case  of  the  extinction  of  the  old  Corpo- 
rations ?  Why,  the  property  and  political 
rights  of  freemen  would  stand  very  much 
on  the  same  footing  under  his  plan,  on 
which  the  Bill  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man proposed  to  place  them.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  propose  that 
the  old  freemen  should  be  part  of  the  con- 
stituent body  of  the  new  Corporations. 
They  were  exonerated  in  Ireland,  as  in 
England,  from  the  performance  of  mu- 
nicipal duties,  and  deprived  of  municipal 
rights.  Whatever  were  the  rights  or 
property  of  the  freemen,  they  were  re- 
spected, under  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
plan,  ns  rights  standing  on  special  grounds, 
and  not  because  the  holders  of  them  were 
to  continue  members  of  the  new  Corpora- 
tions. He  saw,  therefore,  no  more  diffi- 
culty in  dealing  with  the  political  and 
proprietory  rights  of  the  freemen  under 
Ills  plan  than  under  that  of  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman. 

He  was  quite  aware,  that  there 
were  various  minute  point!  of  detail,  on 
which  he  had  not  thought  it  necessary 
at  present  to  touch — that  many  Mem- 
bers of  corporate  bodies,  for  instance, 
were  trustees  of  harbours,  and  had  some 
control  over  markets,  lie  believed  the 
House  would  feel  he  was  justiGed  in  con- 
sidering them  ns  matters  of  detail,  and 
that  it  would  now  be  betide  the  question 
to  enter  into  them.  He  did  not  appre- 
hend there  would  be  any  serious  difficulty 
in  providing  for  these  cases,  and  he  waa 
sure  the  House  would  not  require  from  him, 
in  a  discussion  on  the  second  reading,  to 
enter  so  much  into  matters  of  detail.  But 
there  were  some  important  powers  given 
to  Ifae  town-councils  under  this  Bill,  which 
were  different  from  those  assigned  to  them 
in  England,  nod  would,  he  was  sure,  pron 
to  tie  matten  worthy  the  most  teiioas  cw- 
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■iderstion.  Tliis  Bill  appointed  the  town- 
councila  visitors  of  sll  Local  and  Muni- 
cipal Boerda  or  Commissions  connected 
wilh  ports  or  harbours,  with  full  power  to 
ing  pec  tall  accounts,  papers,  and  documents 
relatingtosuchportsorharbours  All  ac- 
counia,  books,  and  papers  of  the  trustees 
or  other  officers,  connected  not  only  with 
the  town,  but  with  the  harbour,  were  to  be 
■ubject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  town- 
council,  who  were  to  have  summary  power 
over  them.  He  saw  it  was  assumed  in 
the  Report  that  to  the  corporate  body  be* 
longed  the  general  care  of  the  commercial 
intereits  of  the  town  in  which  they  acted, 
of  all  such  interests  as  were  in  many  cities 
and  towns  under  the  direction  of  chambers 
of  commerce,  or  other  voluntary  associa- 
tions. Was  it  meant,  that  the  duties  now 
performed  by  chambers  of  commerce, 
and  voluntary  associations,  should,  of 
right,  belong  to  the  newly- constituted 
Corporation  f  Were  all  the  duties  now 
belonging  to  Harbour  Commissioners, 
chosen  by  persons  with   totally  different 

aualificstions  and  interests,  by  persons 
eeply  engaged  in  the  commerce,  and 
interested  in  the  shipping  of  the  town 
—were  alt  these  to  be  subject  to  the 
control  of  the  municipal  council,  and 
could  it  be  believed  that  the  business  con- 
nected with  commercial  property,  now 
superintended  by  a  voluntary  association, 
called  a  chamber  of  commerce,  should  be 
(ransferied  to  the  management  of  a  town- 


council,  elected  by  a  constituency  of  5i, 
householders?      This  was  the  prii 


assumed  in  the  Commissioners'  Report.  He 
would  take  the  case  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Manchester,  or  any  of  those 
which  had  been  instituted  in  our  large 
towns.  Could  it  be  contended,  that  the 
functions  of  a  hodv  of  that  nature  must 
necessarily  be  devolved  on  town- councils, 
however  elected?  Could  it  be  maintained 
that  that  council  ought  to  hare  a  right  to 
compel  the  production  of  the  papers  of  any 
local  Board  of  Trustees,  or  Commission, 
connected  with  a  harbour  7  These  powers 
were  much  more  extensive  than  any  given 
to  town-councils  in  England  ;  and  it  was 
the  more  exlraordinarr  to  see  these  devia- 
tions from  the  English  Bill,  when  the 
single  argument  in  favour  of  the  present 
measure,  was  the  necessity  for  assimilation 
and  uniformity. 

"  I  admit,"  said  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, "  that  the  strict  principle  of  go- 
veraiD|  Ireland  witb  peifect  civil  etjua* 
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lity,  among  the  professors  of  all  fbrras 
of  faith,  is  the  only  one  which  can  be 
adopted.  In  no  single  respect  does  the 
plan  which  I  suggest  trench  upon  that 
principle.  Before  the  law  all  parties  will 
stand  equal  in  respect  to  privilege,  and 
the  administration  of  justice  will  not  be 
tainted  by  the  intermixture  of  party  in- 
terests, and  the  heated  passions  of  party 
conflicts.  If  I  had  recommended  that 
there  ought  to  be  any  civil  distinction 
— if  I  were  contending  that  there  ought 
to  be  privileges  conferred  on  one  class 
which  were  withheld  from  another,  I 
admit  there  would  be  a  radical  vice,  ■ 
fundamental  error,  in  the  proposition. 
The  chiefohject  ofour  consideration  ought 
not  to  be  to  assimilate  precisely  the  sys- 
tem in  Ireland  to  that  which  we  have 
adopted  in  England,  but  to  ascertain  by 
what  system  equal  privileges  and  equal 
justice  may  best  he  secured  to  all.  What- 
ever be  yonr  system  nominally  and  in 
theory,  if  the  practice  is  repugnant  from 
it,  the  evil  of  that  practice  is  not  mitigated 
by  the  speculative  perfection  of  the  theory. 
Ifby  self-election  vou  contrive  to  exclude, 
practically,  one  class  from  civil  or  corpo- 
rate privileges,  that  system  is  defective  and 
unjust ;  hut  I  equally  contend,  that  if  by 
adopting  the  principle  of  popular  election 
you  give  a  predominance  to  another  class, 
to  one  pohtical  party  over  another,  and 
leave  the  administration  of  justice  in  the 
hands  of  the  dominant  party,  then,  I  cara 
not  what  your  theory  may  be,  or  the  verbal 
enactments  of,  your  law,  the  injustice  is 
effectually  done  by  its  practical  operation, 
and  popular  election  works  the  same  evil 
in  the  one  case  which  self-election  did  in 
the  Other.  Have  you  read  the  evidence  ad- 
duced before  the  Commissioners  ?  Do  you 
believe  that  it  will  cause  the  cessation  of 
religious  animosity  in  Ireland,  and  the 
administration  of  equal  law— to  introduce 
the  system  of  annual  election  in  120  Irish 
towns,  and  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the 
dominant  party  in  every  large  town  those 
officers  by  whom  Grand  Juries  are  to  be 
chosen  ?  I  care  not  by  whom  undue 
influence  is  exerted  :  it  is  a  matter  of 
indifierence  whether  by  landlord  or  priest. 
We  protest  against  the  injustice  that  will 
flow  from  the  selection  of  political  and 
party  men  as  the  instruments  by  which 
justice  is  to  be  administered.  Will  any 
man  rise  in  the  House  and  say,  expecting 
to  be  credited,  that  in  determining  muni- 
cipal eUcUoBi  io  Ireland  politic)  vill  not 
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interfere?  It  there  a  man  who  doubu 
that  these  eleclioni  will  be  influenced  by 
political  feeling*  ?  and  that  the  Tuturc  cor- 
porate bodiea  will  be  nRsemblies  much 
more  occupied  in  political  agitation,  than 
in  the  superintendance  of  mere  local  con- 
cern!. Is  this  B  groundless  impression  of 
mine?  No-  1  have  for  it  the  great 
authority  on  such  a  subject  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin,  who 
said,  on  the  first  day  oF  this  Session, 
when  speaking  of  the  municipal  councils 
of  England :  "  The  sword  is  fastened 
in  your  vitals,  and  you  feel  it  fes- 
tering there.  You  regret  the  triumph 
the  Reformers  have  gained  in  the  mu- 
nicipal councils.  You  know  that  there 
is  not  one  of  these  councils  that  will 
not  be  converted  into  a  Normal  school 
for  teaching  the  science  of  political  agi- 
tation." These  were  the  expressions 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
with  respect  to  the  town-councils.  He 
prophesied  of  them,  that  they  would 
be  "  the  Normal  schools  for  teaching  ihe 
science  of  agitation. "[Mr.  COwinc//.- 1  said 
peaceful  political  agitation.]  1  wasquoting 
from  memory,  but  in  order  that  there  may 
be  no  ground  for  cavil,  I  will  repeat  the 
exact  words  of  the  learned  Gentleman,  as 
he  was  reported  to  have  delivered  them, 
"  Gngland  (said  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member)  had  received  an  instalment  of 
what  was  due  lo  her,  and  right  well  has 
she  used  it.  You  have  reason  to  regret 
it — you  feel  the  sore  festering  within 
you — the  triumph  of  the  Reformers  in 
the  great  towns.  Every  one  of  them  will 
be  a  Normal  school  for  the  science  of  agi- 
tation." If  that  be  true  with  respect  to 
England,  is  it  false  with  regard  to  Ireland  ? 
If  it  be  true  also  with  respect  to  Ireland, 
have  we  not  nmple  ground  to  protest 
against  the  adminislralion  of  Justice  being 
reposed  in  such  hands?  Sir,  I  make  this 
appeal  with  great  confidence  in  its  justice 
— I  make  this  appeal  to  you,  and,  through 
yon,  to  public  opinion— to  that  public 
opinion  which,  ultimately,  will  be  the 
arbiter  between  our  party  disputes.  It 
will  not  sanction  with  its  approbation  the 
institution  of  these  schools  far  the  science 
of  agitation.  It  will  not  affirm  them  to  be 
compatible  with  the  pure  administration  of 
justice.  We  concede  to  you  the  full  just- 
ice of  your  demand  for  equal  law  and  equal 
rights.  We  admit  that  there  ought  to  be 
no  invidious  distinctions— we  are  willing 
to  teliotiuiib  Koy  adTanta^  which  the 


possession  of  exclusiie  privileges  and 
nopoly  of  corporate  power  may  have 
ferred.  When  you  proposed  to  transfer 
from  the  Magistrates  of  Ireland  the  right 
of  nominating  the  police  force,  I  acquiesced 
thejusticeof  that  proposition,  believing, 
upon  the  whole,  that,  amid  the  healed 
passions  of  conflicting  parties  in  Ireland, 
the  chief  Governor  of  that  country  will  be 
more  likely  to  make  an  impartial  and  an 
efficient  selection  of  the  force  by  which 
peace  is  to  be  preserved  and  the  law  exe- 
cuted, than  any  local  authorities.  In 
deference  to  your  wishes — in  anticipation 
of  the  royal  command — those  who  have 
been  connected  with  associations  endeared 
to  them  by  many  recollections,  have,  at 
the  hazard  of  great  personal  sacrifices, 
declared  their  willingness,  not  only  them* 
selves  to  withdraw  from  societies  of  an 
exclusive  character,  but  to  use  their  in- 
fluence in  discouraging  and  suppressing 
them.  We  are  thus  fortified  in  our  claim, 
that  the  power  relinquished  by  one  party 
without  grudging  or  complaint,  shall  not 
be  transferred  to  another ;  that  there  shall 
not  be  established,  under  the  pretence  of 
popular  election,  or  any  other  pretence, 
a  practical  domination  of  one  party  over 
another,  iniinitelyjmore  galling  and  op- 
pressive than  that  which  is  the  object  of 
complaint. 

We  ask  of  you  to  consider  the  present 
condition  of  Ireland — its  present  stale  of 
society — to  recollect  your  own  principles 
in  respect  to  many  subjects  of  legislation 
in  which  you  have  found  it  necessary  tu 
apply  in  Ireland  a  rulediiTcrent  from  that 
adopted  in  this  country.  If  you  have  rea- 
son to  believe,  tliat,  in  the  present  state 
of  parly  feelings,  annual  elections  in  every 
town  are  likely  to  engender  bad  passions — 
if  you  have  reason  to  believe  that  ihe  town- 
councils  BO  elected,  will  be  converted 
into  political  clubs  —we  call  on  you,  as  you 
value  religious  peace — we  call  on  you,  a) 
you  value  equal  laws— as  you  prize  the 
security  and  the  integrity  of  this  great 
empire,  not  to  lend  the  sanction  of  your 
authority,  of  your  moral  and  legislative 
authority,  to  the  institution  in  Ireland  of 
Normal  schools  for  teaching  the  science  of 
agitation.  But,  above  all,  we  demand  of 
you,  respectfully,  but  firmly,  that  you  will 
not  make  the  graduates  in  those  school*, 
and  the  professors  of  that  science,  the 
chosen  instruments  to  wield  the  civil  fores, 
and  to  dispense  public  justice. 
The  ChanctOorqftktEixktyvtTUVini 
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the  House,  that  under  any  circumataaceB 
he  should  feel  that  tie  owed  it  an  apology 
for  rising  to  reply  to  so  able  and  eloquent 
a  speaker  as  the  tight  hon.  Baionet.  At 
DO  time  should  he  have  felt  greater  diSi- 
cully  than  at  the  preseot,  had  the  aigu- 
menta  of  the  right  hon.  Daronet  been  at 
all  aapported  by  facts.  If  he  could  believe 
that  the  appeal  which  the  right  hot). 
Baronet  had  Just  made  to  the  House  was 
founded  upon  just  and  legitimate  reason- 
ing, he  should  have  apprehended  greater 
difficulty  than  he  then  did  in  venturing 
upon  the  tasic  of  replying  to  it;  but 
following  out,  as  he  intended  to  do,  the 
reasonings  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  and 
comparing  those  reasonings  with  the  facts 
■ — comparing  also  the  description  which 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  given  of  the 
Bill  with  the  provisions  of  the  Biil  iUelf— 
comparing,  too,  the  results  which  the  right 
hoD.  Baroaet  had  suggested  as  likely  to 
arise  from  iheir  accepting  the  Bill  with 
what  he  anticipated  as  the  results  of 
their  rejecting  it,  he  must  say,  that 
though  be  was  perfectly  conscious  of  his 
being  personally  onequal  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  he  had  much  less  apprehension 
in  venturing  to  cope  with  him  than  he 
should  have  had  underother  circumstances. 
He  musttakethe  liberty  of  saving,  without 
meaning  any  disrespect  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  that  there  lan  through  the  whole 
of  his  very  able  aud  brilliant  speech  one 
uabroken  chain  of  sophistry.  He  intended 
in  the  course  of  the  observations  which  he 
felt  it  to  be  his  duly  to  oifer  to  the  House 
on  [his  occasion  to  pursue  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  through  every  link  of  that  chain 
of  BOpliistry ;  but  in  the  iirst  instance  if 
hon.  Gentlemen  would  be  kind  enough  to 
listen  to  him,  he  would  limit  his  remarks 
to  a  single  example  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet's  misrepresentations  of  the  Bill. 
He  would  call  their  altention  to  that 
instauce  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  not  made  a 
vague  assertion  Ibat  was  incapable  of 
proof.  The  House  he  was  sure  would 
recollect  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  in 
speaking  of  this  Bill,  nad  said,  (hat  it  gave 
to  the  town-councils  in  Ireland  greater 
power  than  the  Municipal  Reform  Bill 
gave  to  the  town-councils  in  England,  and 
bad  asked  this  question  very  significantly, 
"  Why  will  yon  allow  the  town-councils  in 
Irdtuid  to  interfere  with  your  institutions 
of  tifde  and  science  ?  Why  will  you  allow 
ibeoi  t9  h*v«  ft  control  over  the  Chuiabeii 
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of  Commerce  in  their  respective  boroughs, 
when  you  have  given  no  sudi  power  to 
your  lown-couucils  in  England?"  Would 
ihc  House  believe  that  no  such  power  as 
that  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  bad 
described  was  given  to  Ihc  lown-councila 
by  this  Bill?  There  was  not  a  single 
word  in  the  Bill  which  would  enable  town- 
councils  to  interfeie  in  ihe  way  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronel  had  stated.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  very  skilfully  taken  a 
recommendation  of  the  Commissioners, 
which  was  not  adopted  in  this  Bill,  and 
had,  for  the  sake  of  a  little  temporary 
effect,  used  it  in  argument,  as  if  it  had 
been  a  clause  in  the  Bill.  A(ter  mixing 
up  that  which  was  o'bject ion  able  and  not 
in  the  Bill  with  the  actual  provisions  of 
the  Bill  itself,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
made  an  appeal  to  such  of  his  friends 
as  were  acquainted  with  the  institutions  of 
ourlarge commercial  towns,  and  especially 
lo  such  of  them  as  belonged  to  Ihe  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  at  Manchester,  and 
asked  them  hoM  they  would  tolerate  any 
interference  with  such  institutions  by  any 
of  the  newly-elected  towu-councila,  and 
bysucliaquestion  had  endeavoured  to  raise 
an  impression  in  the  House,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  in  proposing  this  Bill 
were  going  to  do  thai  which  he  so  strongly 
condemned.  He  would  take  another 
example,  iti  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  been  betrayed  into  a  similar  misrepre- 
sentation on  a  point  of  still  greater  im- 
portance. The  right  hon.  Baronet,  finding 
fault  not  only  with  the  application  of  the 
principle  of  tbia  Bill,  but  also  with  the 
anticipated  exercise  of  its  power,  had 
relied  mainly  in  his  argument  on  the 
impolitic  results  which  must  flow  from  it, 
so  far  as  the  administration  of  justice  was 
concerned.  Thp  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
particularly  alluded  to  the  appointment  of 
Shehfis,  and  the  eiTecl:*  which  it  would 
produce  on  the  Grand  Jury  cess.  He  bad 
mixed  up  with  this  the  question  of  Judica- 
ture, and  had  then  applied  it  to  the  120 
towns  and  boroughs  in  Ireland,  when  it 
was  quite  evident  from  the  Bill  itself,  that 
it  only  afFcctcd  eight  cities  and  towns, 
which  were  all  the  cities  and  towns  in  Ire- 
land that  were  entitled  to  exercise  these 
powers.  There  were  only  eight  cities  and 
towns  Corporate  in  Ireland  in  which 
Corporation  Sheriffs  existed,  aod  in  which 
they  would  continue  to  exist  after  tbe 
passing  of  this  Bill,  llie  argument,  there- 
foie,  ffbich  tbe  light  boa.  BuVDet  bat) 
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conitTuded  npoo  the  appointment  of 
Sberifls  wu  only  applicable  to  eight  caiea, 
if  indeed  it  were  applicable  at  all,  and 
ceitaialy  could  not,  under  any  circum- 
■tBDCes,  be  applied,  as  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  applied  it,  to  130  CBsei  in 
Ireland.  The  Government  might  be 
wrong  as  to  thoie  eight  cases,  but  to  raise 
a  suggestion  that  their  error  extended 
beyond  those  eight  cases,  was  not  cdd- 
■istent  with  that  fairness  of  argument 
which  he  had  a  right  to  expect  from  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  Again,  to  show  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  not  deallquite 
candidly  when  he  was  speaking  so  vehe- 
mently respecting  the  effects  of  this  Bill 
upon  the  administration  of  justice — for  the 

E reservation  of  which,  in  all  impartiality, 
e  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  was 
ready  to  go  as  far  as  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
—and  if  there  were  anv  clause  in  the  Bill 
affecting  its  impartiality,  in  God's  name 
let  it  be  amended — he  would  recall  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  another  portion 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  speech.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet,  whilst  reminding  them 
that  (hey  had  in  Ireland  what  he  should 
ever  consider  the  unseemly  spectacle  of 
Recorders  annually  appointed,  and  Ma- 
gistrates annually  elected  to  administer 
justice,  had  carefully  and  cautiously  ab- 
stained from  referring  to  that  portion 
of  this  Bill  which  made  the  Recorders 
in  all  Corporate  towns  the  nominees 
of  the  Crown,  and  which  gave  the  Ma- 
gistrates a  permanence  in  their  office, 
and  subjected  tbcm  to  the  control  of 
the  Crown,  instead  of  leaving  them  open 
to  the  inflaence  of  the  freemen  by  whom 
they  were  now  annually  elected.  It  was 
Dot  necessary  for  him  to  say  upon  the 
Motion  for  reading  this  Bill  a  second  time, 
whether  the  provisions  of  it  weni  far 
enough  to  accomplish  that  object;  but  he 
must  say  this,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
bad  shown  a  considerable  portion  of  Par- 
liamentary dexterity,  in  dwelling  with  no 
small  degree  of  prolixity  on  those  parte  of 
the  Bill  which  seemed  to  make  out  his 
arguments,  and  in  excluding  from  notice 
tliose  parti  of  it  which  answered  his  argu- 
ments, and  rendered  them  perfectly  unten- 
able.  But  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
said,  and  in  saying  so  he  had  taken  the 
line  anticipated  by  his  right  hon.  and 
learned  Fnend  near  him — the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  said,  that  he  was  in  favour 
of  a  plaa  for  the  total  and  entire  abolition 
9r«>rpont«  rights.    Aaiiou*  as  tht  right 
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hon.  Baronet  now  appeared  to  be  for  the 
promotion  of  reform  in  all  Municipal  Cor- 
porations — ensious  as  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet had  formerly  appeared  to  be  to 
apply  the  principle,  which  had  worked  so 
well  in  the  boroughs  of  Scotland  to  the 
municipal  towns  of  England,  and  then  to 
extend  the  principle  which  had  worked 
so  well  in  the  municipal  towns  of  England 
to  the  corporate  towns  of  Ireland — still  he 
should  like  to  know  how  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  and  his  supporters  in  and  out  of 
that  House,  would  have  met  His  Majesty's 
Government,  had  they  come  down  to  the 
House  with  a  proposition  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  all  corporate  rights  of  every  de- 
scription. Here  he  would  take  the  liberty 
of  saying,  that  there  was  scarcely  one  of 
the  arguments  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
which,  if  fairly  drawn  out  to  its  legitimate 
conclusions,  would  not  he  as  applicable 
against  the  English  Municipal  Reform 
Bill  as  it  was  against  the  Irish  Municipal 
Reform  Bill.  Even  those  words  which 
had  been  so  much  animadverted  on,  "  those 
Normal  srhoola  of  peaceful  agitation,"^ 
he  would  not  stop  to  reason  upon  those 
words,  for  he  thought  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  might  have  dealt  with  things 
instead  of  words—^ven  those  words,  an 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  rung  so 
many  changes,  were  quite  as  applicable 
to  the  English  as  to  the  Irish  Corporations. 
If  those  words  were  true  as  to  England, 
let  us  have  a  regular  and  format  notice 
put  on  the  books  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  for  the  repeal  of  the  English 
Municipal  Reform  Bill,  and  for  the 
avowed  reason,  that  it  had  led  to  tlie 
establishment  of  "  Normal  schools  for 
peaceful  agitation."  Whilst  he  claimed 
for  his  country,  Ireland,  the  application 
of  the  same  general  principles  of  legis- 
lation which  governed  England,  he  would 
not  deny — indeed  he  never  had  denied— 
that  in  the  application  of  those  principles 
there  might  be  local  circumstances  which 
required  some  difference  to  be  made.  The 
Government  evinced  their  convictioa  of 
the  justice  of  that  principle  in  the  prepa> 
ration  of  the  present  Bill ;  for  it  was  so 
drawn  up  as  to  prove  that  all  the  prin- 
ciples which  they  had  thought  it  riglit  to 
adopt  in  the  English  Municipal  Reform 
Bill  were  not,  in  their  opinion,  applicable 
to  the  municipal  Corporations  of  Ireland, 
just  as  all  the  principles  of  the  Scotch 
Bui^hs  Reform  Bill  were  not  applicable 

10  the  corponte  tewnt  of  EngUod.    He 
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admitted,  therefore,  that  the  circum- 
Btancefl  under  which  the  English  Muni- 
cipal Reform  Bill  had  established  "  Normal 
schools  of  peaceful  agitation"  in  England 
might  not  exist  in  Ireland,  nor  lead  to  the 
establishment  of  similar  insiitutions  there; 
but,  he  would  say,  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  would  be  the  greatest  instructor 
of  political  agitation,  whom,  he  would  not 
lajr  this  country,  but  the  whole  world,  had 
ever  produced,  if,  after  having  giveu  mu- 
nicipal reform  to  the  borough  towns  of 
England  and  Scotland,  he  were  successful 
in  persuading  the  Mouse  to  withhold  it 
from  the  borough  towns  of  Ireland.  For 
his  own  part,  he  trusted  that  the  British 
Legislature  would  do  no  such  thing.  If 
it  did  any  such  tiling,  it  would  be  inflict- 
ing injustice,  not  on  eight  nor  even  on  120 
boroughs,  but  on  a  whole  nation,  for  which 
it  would  be  displaying  the  most  wanton 
and  insulting  distrust.  He  felt  strongly 
upon  this  subject,  and,  perhaps,  he  was 
expressing  himself  more  warmly  than  he 
ought  upon  it:  but  he  recollected  the 
course  which  he  had  taken — a  course  of 
which  he  felt  proud,  and  should  certainly 
never  repent — when  he  came  forward  in 
that  House  to  propose  an  amendment  on 
the  question  of  their  going  into  Committee 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  a  Repealof  the 
Union.  It  was  more  particularly  the 
duty  of  such  Members  of  that  House  as 
had  opposed  the  Motion  for  a  Repeal  of 
the  legislative  Union — an  Union  which  he 
believed  to  have  been  most  conducive  and 
beneticial  lo  tbe  interests  of  Ireland — to 
see  that  they  gave  to  the  people  of  Ireland 
no  just  cause  of  complaint.  And  could 
they  delude  themselves  into  the  notion 
that  they  would  give  uo  Just  cause  of 
complaint  to  that  people,  if  they  applied 
one  principle  of  legislation  to  tnem,  and 
another  to  tbe  people  of  England?  He 
called  upon  the  House  to  receive  with 
distrust  the  arguments  employed  on  tbe 
other  side ;  for  up  to  the  publication  of 
the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  on  Irish 
Corporations,  if  one-tenth  part  of  the 
imputations  had  been  cast  on  any  one  of 
those  Corporations  which  were  now  pre- 
valent, and  justly  prevalent,  against  them, 
how  would  those  who  made  them 
have  been  met?  They  would  have  been 
taunted  on  every  occasion  with  the  apti- 
tude to  exaggerate  all  Irish  grievances,  and 
no  one  would  have  been  credulous  enough 
to  believe  them,  except  those  who,  like 
himself,  had  met  these   horneta  la    tbeir 
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own  nests.  But  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
was  singularly  inconsistent  in  another 
respect;  in  one  part  of  his  speech  he 
showed  great  reluctance  to  admit  the 
analogy  of  the  English  Bill,  and  yet  in 
lother  he  supported  bis  argument  by 
iference  to  that  very  analogy.  The  right 
3n.  Baronet  said,  that  power  was  given 
to  the  Lord- lieutenant  to  grant  charters 
to  the  borough  towns  of  Ireland  in  terms 
far  more  general  than  those  employed 
in  the  English  Bill.  Let  that  point,  if  it 
were  so,  bediscussed  fairly  in  the  Com  tnitlee. 
At  present  the  discussion  was  irrelevant, 
and  a  few  words  at  a  future  stage  might 
cure  the  fault  of  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  complained,  supposing  that  it 
had  any  existence.  For  hi^  own  part,  he 
dented  that  this  Bill,  or  that  the  effect  of 
this  Bill,  could  be  fairly  characterized  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  charac- 
terized it — as  a  Bill  intended  to  carry 
into  effect  a  total  transfer  of  power.  The 
principle  of  the  Bill  undoubtedly  was  to 
give  power  to  a  majority  of  the  people? 
Whilst  on  that  subject,  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  ask  whether  there  was  a  single 
argument  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
bad  used  against  the  constituency  which 
were  to  elect  these  new  town-councils, 
which  might  not  be  used  with  equal  force 
and  Justice  against  those  who  exercise  the 

Eolilical  franchise.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
ad  also  spoken  of  the  perpetual  agitation 
which  this  Bill  would  produce  in  Ireland, 
but  on  that  pdhit  he  would  touch  more 
diffusely  by-and-by.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  said,  that  this  Bill  would  throw 
every  thing  into  the  hands  of  the  Catholic 
party.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  not, 
however,  referred  to  the  working  of  the 
9th  Geo.  4th.,  nnder  which  a  majority  of 
Protestants  had  always  been  chosen  to 
fill  certain  offices,  and  were  elecled'to  fill 
them  by  a  large  Catholic  constitnency. 
Neither  had  the  right  hon.  Baronet  met 
those  cases  which  his  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  bad  quoted,  and  carried 
demonstration  with  them  upon  that  part 
of  the  subject.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  reserved  himself,  perhaps  wisely,  to 
the  last  and  only  real  objection  to  this 
Bill — namely,  that  in  the  present  state  of 
numbers  between  the  Catholic  and  the 
Protestant,  we  could  not  trust  the  people 
of  Ireland  with  the  power  given  to  them  by 
this  Bill.  That  was  the  real  objection  to 
the  measure.  Everything  else  was  mere 
Inystificatton.    They  had  been  tbal  night 


h,  Cookie 


1013     Municipal  Otrfwatbrnt    {COMMONS}  ffrelandj—i  R.         1084 

told  that  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  wai  Catholic,  and  that,  in  con- 
■equence,  it  could  not  be  trusted,  [f  there 
wai  any  danger  to  the  itale  from  that 
circumstance,  which  he  emphatically  and 
indignantly  denied,  it  was  not  to  be 
averted,  the  evil  of  it  was  not  to  be  cured, 
by  tefuiiing  to  the  people  oflreland  awell- 
digested  Bill  for  Municipal  Reform.  You 
mutt  trust  to  higher  and  better  motives. 
you  must  overt  it  by  mitigating  the  rancour 
of  religious  rage,  by  procuring  a  calm  and 
impartial  adminiatretion  orjuslice.[Cfteerj] 
Thebon.  Gentlemen  who  had  just  cheered 
him  so  ironicEtlly  were  those  very  persons 
who  had  resisted  all  the  various  propo- 
■itions  which  he  had  brought  forward  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  the  due  adminis- 
tration of  justice  in  the  city  of  Limerick. 
Up  to  the  present  day,  they  had  resisted 
all  attempts  to  reform  the  Corporations : 
now  they  came  forward  to  destroy  them 
altogether — to  malce,  as  it  were,  "  a  mas- 
lacre  of  the  innocents."  They  stigmatized 
the  system  proposed  in  this  Bill,  as  inter- 
fering with  the  due  administration  of  jus- 
tice; and  thai  led  him  to  the  consideration 
of  the  nature  of  the  former  system.  The 
right  hon,  Baronet  had  that  night  aban- 
doned that  system  altogether ;  there  was 
not  one  shred  of  it  for  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  offered  a  single  word  of 
excuse.  Mayors,  aldermen,  common- 
councilmen,  burgesses,  even  the  favourite 
freemen,  with  the  recorders  and  town- 
clerks,  wt're  at  one  fell  swoop,  all  given 
up  to  the  genius  of  destruction.  He  was 
not  sorry  to  accompany  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  lo  that  extent.  He  would  de- 
stroy them  all,  but  he  would  also  substi- 
lule  something  in  their  stead,  and  that 
which  he  would  substitute  was  in  perfect 
accordance  with  sound  constitutional  prin- 
ciples— he  meant  a  system  of  self-govern- 
ment, and  llie  assertion  of  the  principle 
that  those  who  are  locally  interested  will 
best  cundu'jt  local  affairs.  He  knew  that 
the  people  of  Iri:lnnd  had  had  their  dis- 
sensions, and  hud  stiHlred  under  many 
grievances ;  but,  as  an  Irtshman,  he  did  not 
know,  and  he  n.'ver  would  admit,  that  his 
fellow-rountrynicn  were  so  lost,  and  so 
unworthy,  a*  not  lo  be  fit  to  govern 
til  CI  nsL' Ives.  The  right  hon.  Baronet,  with 
th;it  sagacity  which  was  natural  to  him, 
felt  that  hiM  argrimenl,  if  carried  to  its 
full  extent,  and  without  the  production  of 
some  new  anranEement,  would  be  quite 
inapplicable  to  tlic  coaditiou  of  Ireland. 


The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  therefore  pro" 
duced  something  like  a  new  system,  and 
having  favoured  his  friends  on  that  aide 
of  the  House  with  a  wholesale  system  of 
destruction,  had  startled  his  opponents  on 
this  side  with  something  like  a  new  re- 
action. Yes,  the  right  hoa.  Baronet,  who 
last  year,  would  not  give  to  the  Crown 
the  power  of  dividing  the  corporate  towns 
in  England  into  wards,  was  now  ready  (o 
appoint  a  Royal  Commission,  which  was 
to  consolidate  and  appropriate — yes,  ap- 
propriate was  the  word— alt  the  tolls  in 
Ireland  which  were  hereafter  to  be  vested 
in  certain  Commissioners  appointed  by 
the  Crown.  Now,  if  the  Ministers  had  pro- 
posed any  such  thing,  if  not  content  with 
destruction,  they  had  proposed  the  erection 
of  a  regal  tyranny  in  its  room,  they 
would  have  raised  against  us  the  cry  of 
having  caused  the  wanton  destruction  of 
corporate  rights,  and  would  have  accused 
us  of  wishing  to  establish  a  new  domi- 
nation in  the  country.  With  reap  cl  to 
the  observations  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  made  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Magistracy,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  could 
not  fail  to  see  that  the  magistrates,  under 
the  new  Bill,  were  to  hold  their  ofhces  for 
life.  Now,  under  the  Irish  Corporations, 
how  were  these  officers  appointed?  Did 
not  the  right  hon.  Baronet  know  well, 
that  in  the  Irish  Corporations  there  was 
every  year  a  fresh  election  of  Magistrntea  ? 
Did  not  he  know  well,  that  the  Magis- 
trate who  was  one  day  administering 
justice  between  two  quarrelling  and  irri- 
tated freemen,  might  on  the  next,  be 
seeking  the  votes  of  those  very  freemen  I 
Did  not  he  know  well,  that  the  parties 
qualified  to  become  Magistrates  were 
sometimes  elected  from  a  very  small  num- 
ber, and  that  when  the  farce  of  an 
lection  was  gone  through,  it  was  gone 
through  in  a  way  not  likely  to  recommend 
the  parties  elected  to  the  feelings  of  their 
fellow- townsmen.  He  had  always  con- 
tended, and  he  always  should  contend,  that 
the  present  mode  of  appointing  Corporate 
Magistrates  in  Ireland  was  a  source  of  the 
greatest  discontent  and  dissatisfaction  in 
that  country.  Here  again  he  mutt  remark, 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  charged 
inconsistency,  which  existed  only  in  his 
imagination,  upon  this  Bill,  "You  have 
passed  a  Bill  in  the  present  Session  giving 
to  tltc  I.ord- lieutenant  the  power  of  cslnb- 


isement,  would    be  quite  I  lishing  a  constabulary  force — and  now  in 
*'    '     '  I  this  Bill  you  arc  giving  the  lame  power  to 
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the  new  Corporation s."  He  wislied  the 
Houie  to  examioe  and  tee  how  that  point 
stood.  What,  then,  was  the  power  which 
this  Bill  ga*e  to  these  new  Corporations? 
It  wai  the  power  given  in  bo  many  words 
in  the  provisions  of  the  9th  of  George  4th. 
Parliament  gave  the  municipalities,  ; 
the  power  of  appointing  an  armed  \)o]\ 
paid  hair  out  of  the  land  and  half  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  but  also  the  poi 
of  appointing  a  few  watchmen  to  wa 
their  bouses  and  patrol  their  streets.  Tlie 
words  of  the  9th  George  4th  are  simply 
these  : — "  It  may  and  shall  be  lawful  to 
the  Commissioners  to  appoint  a  sufficient 
number  of  able-bodied  watchmen  and  of 
watch-houses."  That  was  not  an  unfit 
power  for  the  municipalities  to  exercise. 
Now,  what  was  the  80th  clause  of  that 
Bill?  "That  the  Watch  Committee  of 
every  such  borough  shall  on  the  10th  day 
of  January,  the  lOthdayof  April,  the  10th 
day  of  July,  and  the  lOih  day  of  October 
in  every  year,  transmit  to  the  Lord-lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  a  Report  of  the  numbei 
of  men  appointed  to  act  as  constables  or 
policemen  in  such  borough,  and  of  the 
description  of  arms,  accoutrement«,  and 
clothing,  and  other  necessaries  furnished 
to  each  man,  and  of  the  salaries,  wages, 
allowancespay  able  to  suchconstablesor  po- 
licemen, and  of  the  number  and  situation  of 
all  station-houses  in  such  borough,  and  also 
a  copy  of  all  rules,  orders,  and  regulations, 
which  shall  from  time  to  time  be  made  by 
such  Watch  Committee,  or  by  the  Council 
of  such  borough,  for  the  regulation  and 
guidance  of  such  constables  or  policemen." 
Now  he  asked,  whether  that  clause  had 
any  analogy  with  the  constabulary 
force?  There  were  no  two  things,  in  bis 
opinion,  more  distinct  from  each  other, 
nothing  could  he  more  certain  than  this 
— that  under  Local  Bills  various  towns  in 
Ireland  had  the  power  of  appointing  their 
own  watchmen  and  giving  them  clothes— 
and  that  power  haa  never  been  held  to 
interfere  with  the  power  of  the  Crown  to 
regulate  the  constabulary  force.  Fur 
instance,  both  species  of  force  existed  in 
the  city  of  Limericlc,  and  he  had  never 
beard  of  any  interference  or  collision  be- 
tween the  two.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
seemed  to  think  that  the  Government  was 
establishing  a  new  principle  in  its  Con- 
stabulary Bill,  and  had  told  the  House, 
that  he  was  mating  a  large  and  liberal 
admission  to  the  Government  in  granting 
it  that  principle.     A  new  principle  1     No 
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such  thing — it  was  the  right  hon,  Baronet'a 
own  principle — it  was  the  principle  of  hii 
Police  Bill.  When  the  riglithon.  Baronet 
appointed  an  armed  police  force  in  Eng- 
land, where  did  he  place  the  control  of  it  f 
Did  he  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  local 
authorities,  or  in  some  distinct,  and  per- 
manent, and  responsible  authority?  The 
Government  had  adopted  the  principle 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
sanctioned  in  liis  Police  Bill,  and  had 
placed  the  control  of  the  armed  police  in 
the  hands  of  a  permanent  officer  respon- 
sible  to  them  for  hia  conduct.  His  right 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  had  exhausted 
the  subject  so  far  as  related  to  the  general 
misconduct  of  the  Corporate  bodies  of 
Ireland;  hut  had  anything  remained  to 
he  supplied  on  that  point,  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  that  evening  would 
have  amply  supplied  the  deficiency.  He 
had  concluded  that  very  able  speech  by  a 
very  singular  argument,  which  he  founded 
on  the  supposition  that  the  smaller  Cor- 
porate bodies  in  Ireland  were  created  hy 
James  1st  solely  for  political  purposes; 
that  they  were  close  boroughs  for  those 
political  purposes  ;  that  the  political  pur- 
poses had  DOW  ceased,  and  (hat  along 
with  them  the  Corporate  bodies  should 
cease  altogether.  Now,  all  he  would  say 
in  reply  to  that  was,  that  the  observations 
of  Sir  J,  Davis  and  his  right  hon,  and 
learned  Fiiend  on  this  subject  were  more 
consistent  with  thefacts.  If  theright  hon. 
Baronet  would  turn  to  the Z5th  of  Charles 
2nd,  he  would  find  rules  made  for  all 
those  Corporate  bodies,  some  in  general 
terms,  some  in  precise  terms,  none  applic- 
able to  political  purposes,  all  without 
exception  applicable  to  Corporate  purposes. 
He  called  upon  the  House  to  consider 
what  the  consequence  would  be  of  acceding 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
on  this  Bill.  They  were  called  upon  to 
legislate  for  an  entire  people—for  all  Ire- 
land ;  and  the  right  hon.  Baronet  adjured 
them  to  say  to  that  entire  people,  "  You, 
ere  unworthy  of  trust  and  confidence  ;"  and 
to  say  it,  too,  not  on  general  grounds,  which 
would  be  less  dangerous  than  any  other, 
but  00  religious  grounds  — on  grounds  of 
religious  distinction,  the  most  delicate  and 
the  most  dangerous  of  all.  He  repealed 
that  such  was  the  fact,  for  this  suggestion 
would  never  have  come  from  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  if  it  had  not  been  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  Ireland  were  Roman 
Catholics.     Yes,  it  was  from  the  Roman 
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Catholic!  of  Ireland,  to  whom  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  bad  given  political  power, 
that  he  woald  withhold  the  power  of 
managiof  their  own  local  concerns  in  their 
own  petty  Corporations.  Wag  not  that 
founding  a  school  for  political  agitation  on 
the  one  hand,  and  of  religious  dissension 
on  the  other?  If  the  only  object  of  ibe 
right  hon.  Baronet  was  to  secure  the  im- 
partial administration  of  justice,  let  him 
goat  once  with  the  Gorernment  into  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill.  In  the  Committee  he 
would  deal  with  any  objections  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  might  have  to  the 
details  candidly  and  iropartJBlly.  He  was 
glad  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
not  opposed  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill ;  still  he  must  say,  that  never  was 
there  a  conclusion  so  mvcb  at  variance 
with  ill  premises  as  the  conclusion  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet's  speech  and  its 
exordium,  Ought  not  his  premises  to 
have  led  him  to  move  as  an  Amendment, 
that  this  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this 
day  sis  months?  Ought  he  not  to  have 
moved  as  an  Amendment,  that  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  abolish  all 
existing  Corporations  in  Ireland,  and  to 
create  a  Commission,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Crown,  in  which  should  be  vested  all 
corporate  property  now  in  exiitence  in 
Ireland,  no  matter  whether  the  parties 
enjoy  it  by  charter  or  by  inheritance, 
perverting  every  prescription,  forgetting 
the  riehls  even  of  their  darling  freemen  ; 
and  adopting  the  new  principle  as  to  tolls, 
wbichtheirfriendselsewhereconnpelleduBto 
throwoutofthe  English  Municipal  Reform 
Bill  T  We  wanted  to  go  further  than  we 
didwiihregard  to  tolls  in  our  English  Bill; 
but  no,  they  would  not  hear  of  such  a 
proceedine.  But  now  their  benevolence 
to  Ireland  is  so  great,  >o  surpassing  all 
former  precedent,  that  they  are  ready  to 
auppresi  all  those  corporate  tolls  to- 
morrow. These  were  to  him  new  doctrines; 
and,  considering  the  quarter  from  which 
they  came,  singularly  wild  into  the  bar- 

Sio.  He,  therefore,  hoped  that  the 
intlemen  who  propounded  them  would 
allow  him  to  administer  to  them  those 
salotary  lectures  upon  caution,  and  mo- 
deration which  they  had  so  often,  so 
kindly,  and  so  disinterestedly  read  to  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the  H6uBe.  He 
hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  and  his 
friends  would  employ  thew  new  doctrines 
witb  great  care  and  caution.  For  his  own 
part,  he  wai  not  inclined  to  quarrel  with 


the  principles  contuned  in  them ;  be  waa 
ready  to  admit  their  correctness.  He  wai 
well  acquainted  with  the  views  oftfae  noble 
Lords  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
to  him,  and  he  hoped  that,  for  the  saLeof 
the  institutions  of  their  country,  they 
would  moderate  their  ''destructive"  rage, 
and  try  their  principles  by  the  test  of 
eiperience.  One  word  more  and  he  had 
done.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  said,  and 
he  was  sure  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
said  it  with  great  sincerity,  that  he  was 
anxious  to  establish  an  equality  of  rights 
among  all  classes  and  denominations  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects  in  Ireland,  and  to 
allow  no  religious  exclusions  whatever  to 
exist.  He  was  sure  that  no  expression 
could  be  more  sincere  than  was  the  ex- 
pression of  that  anxiety  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  The  right  hon.  Baronet,  from 
hii  long  connexion  with  Ireland,  had 
arrived  at  the  certain  knowledge,  Uiat  in 
those  religious  exclusions  was  the  source 
of  all  the  evils  which  desolated  that  beau- 
tiful but  distracted  country  ;  but  having 
that  certain  knowledge,  was  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  logical  in  hii  mode  of  applying 
it?  He  had  called  upon  the  House  to 
withhold  a  good  from  the  people  of  Ire- 
land on  grounds  purely  religious.  The 
House  was  called  upon  to  withhold  this 
Bill  from  the  people  of  Ireland  because 
they  were  Roman  Catholics.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  not,  indeed,  said  so  in 
express  terms — he  was  too  prudent  and 
cautious  for  that;  but  it  was  the  only 
inference  which  could  be  deduced  from 
his  speech.  At  any  rate  that  had  been 
asserted  in  publicaiiooi  of  great  influence 
and  authority,  and  which  were  supposed 
to  represent  the  opinions  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  and  his  immediate  friends,  tliat 
the  Protestant  Corporations  of  Ireland 
were  necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  Pro- 
testant church,  and  to  the  maintenance 
of  British  connexion.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  was  prepared  not  only  to  give  up, 
but  also  to  destroy  iheie  ancient  bulwarka 
— he  had  no  hesitation  on  the  point — in  hii 
(Sir  R.  Peel's)  opinion  the  Proteitaot 
church  and  the  British  connexion  conld 
do  well  withont  them.  "  The  Protettanta 
of  Ireland,"  said  the  same  inflaentiil 
authorities  to  which  he  had  just  alluded, 
"  are  the  aafegaarda  of  Britis'h  connexion 
with  that  country — the  Roman  Catbolica 
have  always  been,  and  still  are,  adverse  to 
it."  ["  Hear,  hear."]  That  cheer  gave  him 
just  the  admission  be  wanted  to  obttin, 
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those  Geutlcnien  had  to  reconcile  theit 
iflirmalion  of  a  diiTerent  principle  on  a 


and  he  now  told  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
that  if  he  acted  on  that  principle  he  con- 
verted a  fiction  into  a  reality.  If  it  were 
true  that  the  Roman  Caiholies  were  really 
averse  from  the  connexion  subsisting  be- 
tween (he  two  countries,  that  was  a  perilous 
condition  of  things,  but  he  discredited 
the  idea,  and,  because  he  di:ibelieved 
it— because  he  thouglil  the  connexion 
would  be  strenglliened  by  legislating  for 
both  countries,  on  fair  and  equal  principles 
— because  he  was  convinced  that  when  the 
Roman  Catholic  was  treated  as  well  as  the 
Protestant — on  these  grounds  he  pressed 
the  present  measure,  and  said  that  no 
sectarian  difTerences  were  la  be  regarded 
in  the  matter.  But  by  acting  diifiTcntly, 
by  sanctioning  by  a  vote  of  the  House  tlie 
admission  of  this  supposed  hatred  of  Bri- 
tish connexion  among  the  bulk  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  they  created  the  evil  they 
afTected  to  deplore.  He  did  not  say  that 
some  risk  must  not  be  run  in  this  as  in 
every  great  change — some  risk  was  in- 
curicd  by  the  change  in  the  Municipul 
Corporations  in  England,  and  by  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Reform  Bill ;  but  if  there 
existed  great  evils,  there  must  also  be  great 
remedies,  and  from  the  application  of  such 
remedies  in  cases  of  great  difficulty,  some 
danger  would  arise.  Ht^wever,  not  one- 
tenth  of  the  danger,  he  was  prepared  to 
contend,  could  ari&e  from  this  measure 
which  had  been  incurred  by  the  Irish 
Reform  Bill ;  and  they  had  carried  that. 
The  Bill  was  supported  by  many  Gentle- 
men who  now  sat  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House.  After  giving  those  arms  to 
the  Irish  people  which  the  Reform  Bill 
fuiuishcd,  they  were  now,  in  objecting  to 
this  measure,  merely  taking  a  petty  mode 
of  exasperating  the  power  they  themselves 
had  created,  and  of  fermenting,  or  rather 
let  him  s»y  reproducing  agitation  under 
an  assumed  dread  of  agitation.  He  re- 
joiced that  the  Bill  was  now  bi'fore  the 
House — he  rejoiced  in  the  discussion  that 
bad  already  taken  place  to-night,  and  in 
the  admission  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
that  he  was  unprepared  to  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  founded  as  the 
measure  was  on  the  principle  of  the  En- 
glish Municipal  Reform  Act.  In  that 
admission  they  of  the  majoiity  h.id  a 
justification  of  their  vote  on  the  Address  ; 
as  to  those  Gentlcnien  who  had  divided 
against  Ministers  on  thai  occasion,  and 
who,  |jcrchaiice,  on  thnt  account  were  nul 
so  ready  to  divide  a{{ainst  them  lo-ni.;l.l, 
VOL.  XXXI   {J?^} 


former  occasion,  with  their  assent  to  the 
principle  of  this  Bill,  by  agreeing  to  its 
second  reeding.  He  declared  his  opinion 
that  ihey  were  bound  to  sec  justice  done 
to  Ireland— to  apply  just  and  equal  prin- 
ciples there  as  here.  Modify  them  if  yon 
would  accordingtothe  local  circumstances 
of  the  country ;  but  do  not  degrade  men 
by  showing  them  at  one  side  of  the  Chan- 
nel, two  parts  of  this  great  United 
Kingdom  worthy  of  trust  and  conRdence, 
and  pointing  out  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Channel  another  part  of  the  kingdom 
where  you  told  the  people  that  trust  and 
confidence  must  be  withheld  from  Ihem. 

Lord  Slav  ley :  Sir,  I  have  been  so 
pointedly  referred  to,  both  by  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  opened 
this  debate,  and  also  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 
that  I  feel  I  should  not  be  justiBed  in 
abstaining  from  saying  a  few  words,  though 
I  feel,  and  am  satisfied  the  House  will 
feel  with  me,  that  this  is  not  the  proper 
opportunity  for  entering  into  a  full  ditcas- 
sion  in  the  relative  merits  of  the  two  rival 
plans  submitted  for  the  consideration  of 
this  House.  [A  laugh/rom  the  Ministerial 
Benches-I  I  know  not.  Sir,  why  what  I 
have  said  should  excite  the  merriment  of 
Gentlemen  opposite.  In  that  expression 
I  made  use  of  "rival  plans,"  1  think  I 
am  fully  justified.  They  arc  rival  plans, 
but  for  effecting  one  object,  that  object 
being  the  attainment  of  great  good  to  Ire- 
land, by  doing  away  with  the  system  of 
Corporation  corruption  and  partiality  which 
prevails  there,  and  substituting  a  better 
and  more  efficient  system  in  its  place. 
To  accomplish  this  object,  in  which  we 
both  concur,  two  plans  are  before  the 
House,  and  the  public  must  decide,  and 
the  House  must  decide,  which  of  those 
two  plans  is  likely  to  prove  most 
effectual  in  accomplishing  this  object. 
Now,  my  right  hon.  Friend  has  said,  he 
does  not  understand  how  we,  who  sup- 
ported the  Irish  Parliamentary  Reform 
Bill  can  possibly  withhold  our  entire 
assent  from  a  measure,  (he  principles  or 
the  main  features,  at  least,  of  which,  are 
identical  with  those  of  that  Bill.  Now, 
Sir,  I  was  a  cheerful  and  cordial  sup- 
porter of  the  Iii^b  Parliamentary  Reform 
Bill,  1  was  as  anxious  as  any  in.-in 
that  Ireland  should  have  full  and 
ini|i3rticil  justice.  1  was  as  an\iout  m 
2  N 
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any  man  that  Ireland  sboiild  have  an 
opportunity  afTordcd  her  truly  and  fully 
to  express  bcr  political  opinions  in  the 
United  Legislature  of  the  empire.  But, 
■Sir,  I  must  yet  have  some  little  time 
Hfforded  to  me  before  I  can  be  prepnted 
to  ndmit  that  in  Ireland  we  arc  to  run  the 
risk  which  my  right  hon.  Friend  ivould 
have  us  incur,  of  making  every  mnnici- 
pnlily  an  arena  for  political  discuision  and 
party  animosity,  or  that  it  is  rot  desirable 
to  keep  separate  from  the  proper  applica- 
tion of  municipal  funds,  and  the  proper 
administration  of  muDicipal  justice,  those 
political  feelings  which,  from  the  state  of 
religions  and  political  parties  in  that 
country,  are,  if  this  Bill  be  passed  into  a 
law,  sure  to  be  mixed  up  with  them.  My 
right  hon.  Friend  has  protested  against 
religious  considerations  interfering  with 
this  question.     Now,  Hir,  I  don't  hesitate 


most  anxious  wish,  the  most  resolute  de- 
termination, to  afford  the  fullest  and  most 
complete  justice  to  every  class  in  Ireland, 
and  the  most  complete  and  perfect  removal 
of  every  abuse  which  there  preraiii.  My 
right  hon.  Friend  says,  it  is  the  same 
thing  if  on  account  of  religious  difference 
wo  withhold  a  great  good  or  inflict  a  great 
evil ;  but  my  right  hon.  Friend  here  begs 
the  whole  question.  It  yet  remains  to  Iw 
proved,  whether  the  system  which  he  pro- 
poses will  be  productive  of  a  great  good, 
whether  it  will  tend  to  the  more  impartial 
administration  of  justice,  whether  it  will 
tend  to  promote  peace  and  harmony, 
mitigate  religions  rancour,  soothe  parly 
differences,  and  extinguish  religious  and 
local  animosities.  All  this  yet  remains  to 
be  seen.  I  will  readily  admit  to  my  right 
hon.  Friend,  that  we  nave  no  more  right 
Ithhold  a  great  good  than  to  inflict  a 


say,  that  religions  grounds  do  influence    great  evil.  But  which  is  the  good  or  which 


V  I  have  taken.  And  why, 
Sir,  do  they  influence  me?  Because,  un- 
fortunately, all  the  great  political  questions 
in  Ireland,  at  the  present  moment,  are  so 
miiced  up  with  religious  differences  that  it 
is  impossible  to  separate  political  and 
religious  (questions.  I  do  not  wish  to 
deprive  one  single  Catholic  of  any  one 
single  right,  much  less  do  I  wish  to  secure 
to  any  one  single  Protestant  the  pQises- 
sioD  of  an  abuse,  and  too  generally  abuse 
follows  the  possession  of  any  exclusive  or 
ofTensive  privilege.  But  still  I  say,  I 
must  look  to  the  slate  of  society  which 
prevails  in  Ireland— a  state  of  society  in 
which,  be  it  remembered,  the  lowest  and 
least  influential  class  of  the  population 
are  also  in  an  infinite  degree  the  most 
powerful  in  point  of  numerical  strength, 
and  who  profess  a  religion  diflerent  from 
that  of  the  minority.  This,  Sir,  is  a  fact 
that  I  cannot  separate  from  the  considera- 
tion of  this  question ;  nor  can  I  avoid 
seeing  that  on  all  those  local  and  political 
questions  which  will  arise  under  this  Bill 
religious  difference  must  necessarily  be 
brought  to  bear.     Sir,  it  is  with  this  view 


il  is  the  point  on  which  the  whole 
question  hangs?  This  is  the  question  we 
have  yet  to  discuss.  It  is  yet  to  be  de- 
cided, whether  by  the  plan  that  jou  now 
propose  to  us  you  will  confer  a  benefit  on 
Ireland,  or  whether,  misled  by  a  fancied 
analogy,  you  will  not  bestow  upon  her  a 
curseinalead  of  a  blessing.  The  hon.  and' 
learned  Gentleman  opposite  has  quoted 
me  as  an  authority  in  his  opening  speech. 
I  am  not  going  to  enter  into  a  discussion 
of  the  whole  question.  What  was  the 
object  for  which  a  certain  number  of  Cor- 
porations were  originally  established  is 
a  matter  of  historical  curiosity,  but  I 
do  not  think  it  very  material  for  us  to 
inquire  into  it.  The  question  we  want 
solved  is,  what  has  been  the  practical 
working  of  these  Corporations,  how  do 
they  work  now,  what  evils  do  Ihey  occasion, 
what  abuses  exist  in  them,  how  can 
those  abuses  he  best  terminated,  and 
how  can  those  evils  be  best  remedied  ? 
My  right  hon.  Friend  says,  that  on  this 
question,  as  on  every  other,  we  are  bound 
in  justice  to  deal  with  Ireland  on  the  foot- 
ng  of  precisely  the  same  principles  which 


that  1  look  to  the  state  of  Ireland,  and  I  ,  we    apply  to  England.     How,    says  my 
"'"  '"     '    ■'  1       -1  -  j,jg|jj    (J^i^     Friend,  can    you   consent   to 

cast  such  a  stigma  upon  Ireland  as  to  say 
to  her,  England  and  Scotland,  those  two 
great  poitions  of  the  empire  on  this  side  of 
the  Channel,  are  intrusted  with  the  ma- 
nagement of  their  own  aflairs,  bat  you, 
the  people  of  Ireland,  are  unfit  for  self- 
government,  and  wc  will  not  in  thisrpspect 
put  you  on  a  footing  of  equality  with  us. 


ask  myself  whether,  under  the  cireui 
stances  in  which  that  country  is  placed, 
the  same  measure  which  may  be  found 
eHicient  in  England  is  likely  to  prove 
equally  .efficient  and  free  from  rejection  in 
Ireland  ?  This,  Sir,  is  the  objcclion  that 
we  make ;  nor  do  I  perceive  that  the 
course  wc  have  taken  upon  this  subject  is 
in  the  least  degree  inconsistent  with  the 
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My  right  hon.  Friend  lays  down,  he  says, 
the  broad  principle  of  self-go vernment  id 
their  own  affairs  as  a  principle  which  ought 
to  be  applied  to  Ireland,  and  which  Ireland 
is  entitled  to  claim  at  our  hands.  S 
don't  think  my  right  hon.  Friend  always 
thought  thus.  I  recollect  some  language 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend,  which  seem 
bear  out  my  own  impressions  and  vi 
and  I  am  obliged  to  my  right  hon.  Friend 
that  he  has  been  good  enough  himself  to 
direct  my  attention  to  the  very  spoec' 
which  occurs  that  passage  I  am  about  to 
read.  1  am  cjuite  sure  that  in  what  1 
gojugto  say  1  cannot  justly  be  considered 
as  endeavouring  to  cast  any  stigma,  or  say 
any  thing  ofTensive  to  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, as  I  am  going  to  read  only  my  right 
hon.  Friend's  own  words:  they  beai 
directly  on  this  question  of  self-govcrn- 
Ricnt,  and  occur  in  his  very  able  and 
powerful  speech  on  the  discussion  of  the 
motion  for  a  Repeal  of  the  Union,  and  you 
will  perceive  how  completely  he  justifies 
the  reason  which  i  have  given  for  not  ap- 
[Halving;  of  the  measure  now  brought  for- 
ward. The  noble  Lord  then  read  the 
extract  neariy  as  follows : — "  Sir,  consti- 
tutional liberty  I  am  ready  to  welcome, 
bat  I  reject  the  idol  of  democratic  liberty 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  would 
place  upon  our  altar.  We  are  told  truly 
in  the  last  words  of  Orattan,  that  the 
people  of  this  country  should  not  look  to  a 
democratic  Government,  for  they  are  not 
fit  for  it.  I  do  not  wish  to  speak  any  dis- 
paragement of  my  own  countrymen,  but 
from  what  you  have  seen  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  will  you  surrender  them  to  the 
tender  mercies — must  I  use  the  word — of 
a  domestic  Legislature?  Will  you  sur- 
render the  people  of  that  country  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  conflicting  factions  ?  Do 
you  not  know  that  there  must  inevitably 
be  such  a  cooRict  and  collision  of  opinion 
as  must  produce  a  sanguinary  civil  war? 
I  will  ask  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
who  has  raised  the  standard  of  Repeal 
here,  does  he  think,  because  he  has  a  cer- 
tain physical  for;:e  in  certain  districts  in 
Ireland  ready  to  support  it,  that  he  will 
compel  the  sturdy  spirits  of  the  north  to 
submit  without  a  struggle  ?  Can  he  doubt 
that  a  struggle  would  immediately  com< 
mence  between  them,  but  when  it  would 
close  who  would  be  bold  enough  to  say  ? 
Thus  what  was  begun  in  folly  would  end 
in  crime,  and  ihe  iillimate  consequence 
would  be  the  entire  destruction  of  the 


country."*  Now  this  is  the  paragraph  in 
which  my  right  hon.  Friend  himself  draws 
a  distinction  between  the  principles  by 
which  Ireland  and  England  should  be 
ruled,  in  consequence  of  the  difference  be- 
tween the  state  of  parties  in  these  two 
countries — the  violenne  of  the  conflicting 
parties  in  Ireland  making  them,  according 
to  my  right  hon.  Friend's  own  words,  unfit 
to  be  intrusted  with  a  domestic  Legisla- 
ture. The  consequence  would  be  what  my 
right  hon.  Friend  has  described  so  skil- 
fully :  the  violence  of  party  faction  would 
be  increased,  the  minority  would  not  sub- 
mit to  the  majority  without  a  struggle — a 
struggle  which  would  tear  out  the  very 
vitals  of  that  country,  and  bring  upon 
Ireland  all  the  horrors  of  civil  war.  I  ask 
my  right  hou.  Friend  to  extend  his  view  a 
little  further,  and  apply  his  own  principle 
in  the  present  instance.  I  ask  him,  whether 
if  this  be  the  state  of  things  in  Ireland — 
whether  if  one  party  be  numerically  in- 
finitely superior  to  the  other,  but  (of 
course  I  speak  only  of  the  bulk  of  the 
population)  infinitely  lower  in  the  scale  of 
society,  whilst  the  minority  is  greatly 
superior  to  the  majority  in  wealth  end 
intelligence,  and  those  parties  are  to  b« 
brought  year  after  year,  and  several  times 
a  year,  into  collision  with  each  other  upon 
a  question  of  domestic  and  exciting  interest 
from  which  .it  is  impossible  altogether  to 
exclude  the  interference  of  religious  feeling 
— I  ask  my  right  hon.  Friend  whether  he 
does  not  risk  the  occurrenceof  disputes  and 
dissensions  which  will  tend  to  anything; 
but  to  promote  that  harmony,  that  peace, 
that  kindly  feeling  which,  it  is  the  avowed 
object  of  the  Bill,according  to  its  preamble, 
to  promote,  and  which,  perhaps,  under 
similar  circumstances  to  those  which  exist 
in  England  it  might  possibly  effect.  I  am 
not  going  to  discuss  at  any  length  tbeprin- 
ciples  of  this  Bill.  For,  as  far  as  I  am 
aware,  ihera  is  no  intention  whatever  to 
oppose  this  Bill  being  read  a  second  time. 
My  right  hon.  Friend  seems  to  consider 
that  the  assent  of  those  who  supported  the 
amendment  on  the  Address  to  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  justifies  the  vote  which 
he  and  his  Friends  gave  on  that  occasion, 
and  that  the  course  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  proposes  now  to  take,  and  in 
which  I  fullyconcnr,  is  an  inconsistent  one. 
I  dcnythatitisinconsiatent.  Ididohjcct, 
iiFI  tihould  object  again,  to  be  tied  down 


*  See  Ilansati),  vol  uii.  p.  1981-1998. 
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in  the  Address  to  the  adaption  of  certain 
principles  with  which  we  were  not  then 
made  acquainted.  We  were  told  that  wc 
were  to  rulluw  up  in  Ireland  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Municipal  Reforin  Bill  far 
En^^land  to  ihctrrulleBt  extent,  and  my  right 
hoii.  Triend  saya,  because  we  refused  to 
assent  to  that  till  we  knew  how  they  were 
to  be  applied,  and  moved  an  amendinent, 
we  ought  now,  instead  of  asscuting  to  (he 
aecoiid  reading,  to  have  moved  for  leave 
to  brin<^  in  our  own  Bill  hy  waj  ofaRiend- 
mcnt.  Why,  in  the  first  place,  I  believe 
that  all  Parliamentary  forms  are  at  variance 
with  such  a  mode  of  proceeding.  In  the 
next  place  I  for  one  was  prepared  to  go 
aloii^with  my  right  hon.  Friend  in  some  of 
the  minor  principles  of  (he  Bill,  and 
propose,  therefore,  merely  to  engraft  on  it 
such  provisions  as  would  make  it  con 
lislent  with  our  own  views.  What  are  ihi 
principles  of  the  Bill?  The  first  great 
principle  of  the  Bill,  in  which  I  entirely 
concur,  is — let  lion.  Ojntlemen  opposite 
try  to  disguise  it  as  they  may — the  entire 
ubolition  of  the  existing  Corporations. 
Having  thus  cleared  the  way,  the  Bill  pro- 
ceeds upon  other  principles  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  effect  to  the  plan  by  which  his 
Majesty's  Government  intend  in  future  to 
prevent  tiie  evils  which  have  accrued 
under  the  old  system.  It  introduces  the 
principle  of  election  in  all  the  towns,  and 
it  contains  many  other  provisions  from 
which  1  do  not  expect  we  should  derive 
that  beneficial  effect  which  my  right  hon. 
Friend  anticipates  from  them.  1  have 
considered  the  subject,  and  I  am  prepared 
to  support  a  different  system.  Like  my 
right  hon.  Friend  on  my  left,  I  would  not 
leave  a  single  evil  untouched,  a  single 
abuse  unremedied,  nor  a  single  ground  of 
justifiable  complaint  to  any  hop.  Members ; 
but  if  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  can  point 
out  any  such  defects  I  shall  be  ready  to 
enter  into  the  discussion  uf  that  question 
with  them,  not  with  a  view  of  carrying  any 
of  my  own  points,  but  wkb  an  honest  and 
sincere  desire  lo  remedy  and  provide 
acainst  every  possible  abuse.  So  far  as 
the  dcstrudion  of  the  existing  Corpora- 
tions go,  F  am,  if  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site like  the  term,  a  Destructive:  but  I 
am  no  more  a  destructive  of  them  than 
the  light  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  or 
mv  ii^hl  hon.  Friend.  So  fir  I  am  prc- 
I'li-I  ii>  L!<)  with  the  prcRcnt  hd).  lifit  1 
!,<■  ...<i  |:.i',...r.-<l  I.,  go  ti.nUi-.r.  A  dilferetil 
-!■  ->  .■•  s.>.<..lv'n    lr<-l..<.d  t'>  ih^ii  which 
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exists  in  England  perfectly  justifies  a  de- 
parture from  the  course  adopted  in  rela- 
tion  to  this  country:  and  I  think,  therefore, 
that  instead  of  proceedingimplicitly  in  the 
same  track  wc  should  endeavour  to  pre- 
pare such  a  Bill  for  the  retbnii  of  the  Irish 
Corporations  as  may  yield  the  greatest 
amount  of  good  with  the  least  mixture  of 
evil.  Such  is,  1  think,  the  system  pro- 
posed by  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  That 
system  will  give  you  a  pure  administration 
of  justice — a  complete  control  over  the 
Corporate  funds  of  the  various  Corpora- 
tions— such  n  control  as  should  prevent 
the  confiscation  or  miaapprnprtatiun  to 
other  purposes  th:in  those  to  which  they 
are  le^iiily  applicable,  a  system  which  wilt 
place  the  Cor|ioratians  under  llie  supcrin' 
tendance  of  those  whom  we  can  trust  lo 
discharge  uprightly  and  impartially  the 
duties  confided  to  them.  Thcyupon  whom 
the  administration  of  justice  devolves  in- 
cur a  vast  responsibility,  and  upon  whom 
can  that  responsibility  more  properly  rest 
than  on  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ?  Under  ibe 
system  which  my  right  hon.  Friend  sup- 
ports, the  power  which  is  given  to  the 
municipal  bodies  is  given  lo  them  to  ex- 
ercise, either  for  good  or  evil,  as  they  tee 
most  6t ;  but,  according  lo  the  other  plui, 
we  can  give  to  these  municipal  function- 
aries just  power  enough,  and  no  more, 
than  is  necessary  to  enable  them  la  con- 
duct to  the  best  advantage  the  afiaira  of 
the  municipality,  without  the  possibility 
of  mixing  up  political  subjects  with  those 
to  which  the  attention  of  a  Municipal  Go- 
vernment ought  to  be  solely  confined. 
When  we  come  to  discuss  the  two  plans, 
however,  it  will  be  quite  time  enough  to 
enter  into  details.  I  need  not  trouble  the 
House  upon  that  subject  now,  I  only  wish 
to  express  my  entire  concurrence  in  getting 
rid  01  every  feature  of  the  existing  Corpo- 
ration system  in  Ireland;  but  it  is  my 
conviction  that  the  plan  adopted  in  Eng- 
land cannot,  consistently  with  the  existing 
slate  of  parties  in  Ireland,  be  applied  with 
advantage  to  that  country,  and  were 
we  BO  to  apply  it  I  believe  that 
undiT  the  cover  of  a  fancied  analogy, 
wc  should  inflict  a  curse  instead  of  iie- 
stowing  a  blessing  on  that  country.  Sir, 
I  am  most  anxious  tliat  Ireland  diould 
have  perfiKt  equality  of  treatment  with 
Kngland,  but  it  is  because  ihu  same  coumo 
would  not  insure  her  eipiat  benefits  ihut 
I  su|>[io)t  a  (tiHerent  pint  of  Curpniation 
Ititfuini,  a  plan  which  will  ^ive  lo  In  Uiid 
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what  the  one  now  proposed  will  not,  npure 
and  impartial  admin  islration  ofjustice  and 
of  the  Corporation  funds  for  the  benefit  of 
all  its  members — b  pliin  nhich  will  place 
the  Catholic  in  eTerv  respect  upon  a  per- 
fect level  and  equality  of  station  and  ad- 
vantnge  with  the  Protestant.  This,  Sir, 
is  the  plan  to  which  1  will  give  my  best 
support ;  but  I  am  determined  as  far  as  I 
am  able  not  to  allow  any  plan  to  pass  into  a 
law  which  shall  give  to  one  party  an  undue 
ascendancy  over  the  other,  or  interfere 
with  the  just  and  impartial  administration 
of  the  laws. 

Mr.  Sheil  said,  that  the  noble  Lord  had 
staled  that  he  would  not  on  tliat  occasion 
discuss  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  Why 
did  he  abstain  from  doing  so?  What 
more  apt  opportunity  could  be  presented 
end  from  what  motive  did  he  reserve  tlie 
display  of  his  faculties  for  another  night ; 
Surely  the  principle  of  the  Bill  should  be 
discussed  on  the  second  reading,  and  the 
details  in  the  Committee.  Did  the  noble 
Lord  intend  to  invert  the  natural  ordi 
of  discussion,  and  debate  the  details  before 
the  principle,  and  the  principle  after  the 
details  ?  His  right  hon.  Leader,  the  Mem- 
ber for  Tamworth,  had  not  taken  that 
course,  for  he  had  not  only  gone  into  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  but  struck  directly 
its  foundation. 

Lord  Stanley :  It  may  save  the  learned 
Gentlcmnn  trouble,  if  1  now  apprise  him 
that  it  is  intended  to  debate,  and  to  divide, 
nil  a  subsequent  occasion,  on  going  into 
the  Commitlee. 

Mr.  Sheit  thanked  the  noble  I^rd  for 
his  kindness  in  intimating  the  result  ofhi 
coiisnllation  with  his  new  colleagues  o 
the  other  side  of  the  House.  The  noble 
Lord  hnd  boldly  stated  that  he  put  th 
question  on  religious  grounds.  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  Tamworth  had  not  said 
so  much  :  with  his  habitual  caution  and 
characteristic  skill,  he  had  only  dealt 
insinuations,  while  the  noble  Lord,  who 
had  not  made  any  proficiency  in  prudence, 
even  with  the  aid  of  so  valuable  an  in- 
structor as  the  right  hon.  the  Member  for 
Tamworth,  with  a  great  deal  of  franknesi 
and  he  hoped  with  not  a  little  honesty,  at 
once  let  the  truth  escape  from  him,  and 
declared  that  he  would  deny  to  Ireland 
the  same  municipal  institutions  as  had  been 
conferred  upon  England,  from  sectarian, 
or,  if  he  pleased  so  to  call  them,  from  reli- 
gious considerations.  How  did  this  accord 
with  the  pftwaye  in  the  si>eech  of  the  aoble 
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(but  somewhat  incongruous)  Lord,  in  1 833, 
id  which  the  Atlorncy-Generai  had  re- 
ferred to  ?  in  that  speech,  ao  rephte  with 
lofty  sentiments,  and  so  much  in  contrast 
with  the  noble  Lord'sexistingposilion,  the 
ible  Lord  had  declared  that  all  distinc- 
tions between  Catholic  and  Protestant 
ought,  by  the  Emancipation  Act,  to  be  buried 
in  everlasting  oblivion  ;  yel  he  now  resus- 
citates and  evokes  them,  when  lo  his  pur- 
poses they  may  be  made  subservient. 
But  although  the  noble  Lord  withheld 
from  those  whom  he  still  persevered  in  call- 
ing his  noble  Friends.lhcbenefil  of  his  sup- 
port, he  could  not  lake  away  from  thtm 
the  advantage  of  his  authority.  lie  had 
abandoned  his  party,  but  he  could  not  sub- 
vert his  former  principles  from  the  solid 
basison  which  they  rested,  lie  had  gone, 
indeed,  to  the  enemy's  camp,  but  he  had 
left  his  arms  behind.  The  noble  Lord 
could  not  do  the  same  detriment  to  his 
argument  as  lo  bis  character,  nor 
deal  with  his  logic  as  it  had  unhappily 
pleased  him  to  deal  with  his  reputation. 
The  abuses  of  Irish  Corporations  were  ad- 
mitted. But  when  was  the  discovery  of 
these  abuses  fi'st  made  ?  When  did  this 
tit  of  virtue  seize  the  Conservatives,  by 
whom  they  were  now  for  the  6rst  time  de- 
plored ?  Did  they  not  know  that  property 
was  plundered,  that  justice  was  vitiated  lo 
its  source,  that  to  the  foulesi  political  in- 
strumentality Corporationshad  been  tunie  I. 
When  the  House  comjiarcd  the  former  con  ■ 
nivance  of  the  Toty  party,  anil  their  |no- 
testations  of  newly  and  suddenly  and  iiiu^t 
unexpectedly  excited  horrut  at  the  defor- 
mities with  which  they  were  so  fiimiliar, 
it  was  not  unreasonable  to  conjecture  that 
they  abandoned  Corporations  because  ihcy 
could  no  longer  serve  their  turn— that  they 
would  abolish  all  that  was  sound,  because 
they  could  not  preserve  what  was  rotten, 
and  that  they  would  fell  those  institutions 
to  the  earth,  not  because  they  had  yielded 
poison,  but  because  they  might  be  made 
to  hear  salutary  fruit.  The  light  hon. 
Member  for  Tamworth  was,  indeed,  afraid 
that  these  Corporations  should  become,  as 
the  Member  for  Dublin  had  said,  Normal 
schools  of  agitation  ;  hut  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  never  objected  to  them  when 
they  were  the  polytechnic  schools  in  which 
Conservatism  brought  up  its  pupils.  He 
(Mr.  Sheil)  joined  most  cordially  in  the 
declaration  made  by  ihe  Attorney- General, 
when  he  protested  that  he  nould  never 
hare  propoHd  (bit  Bill  if  be  thought  it 
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would  lead  to  the  ascendancy  of  any  parly, 
lie  was  convinced  tliat  ir  the  country  were 
well  governed,  the  religious  discords  that 
weie  the  bane  of  Ireland  would  die  away. 
Even  as  it  was,  the  Roman  Catholics,  iu 
the  exercise  of  whatever  power  they  pos- 
sessed, never  consulted  their  religious  pre- 
judices or  predileciions.  His  colleague  in 
the  second  county  of  Ireland  was  an  Eng- 
lishinon  and  a  Protestant,  with  a  large 
Cromwellian  estate,  of  which  he  made  the 
best  and  noblest  use.  In  the  adjoining 
county  of  Waterford,  two  Protestants,  Sir 
R.  Mu^ave  and  Mr.  Stuart,  were  re- 
turned by  the  Roman  Catholic  electors. 
The  same  observation  would  apply  to  seve- 
ral other  counties.  The  religious  animo- 
sities of  Ireland  were  fomented  by  the 
law  and  the  institutions  of  the  country, 
wiih  whose  reform  they  would  soon  expire. 
Restore  Ireland  lo  a  rational  condition, 
and  every  individual  would  soon  lose  all 
nnnalural  power,  while,  beyond  a  doubt, 
as  in  every  other  country,  property  would 
resume  its  rational  influence.  Dut 
with  what  face  did  the  Conservatives  talk 
of  rt'llglous  animosities?  By  whom  are 
they  most  sedulously  fostered  and  main- 
laioed  ?  Look  ai  the  public  journals  in 
their  interest,  and  at  the  emissaries  of  the- 
ological rancour  whom  they  send,  as  incen- 
diaries, to  propagate  the  worst  feelings, 
and  inculcate  detestation  through  the  coun- 
liy.  Arc  not  our  clergy  designated  as  sur- 
pliccd  ruffians  ?  are  not  their  followers  re. 
presented  as  banded  assassins  ?  and  are 
not  the  Representatives  of  the  Irish  people 
held  up  as  guilty  men,  basely  foresworn  upon 
the  word  of  the  living  God?  And  when 
such  language  as  this  isapplied  to  us,  to  our 
country,  and  to  our  religion,  can  it  be 
wondered  at,  there  is  a  feeling  of  inevita- 
ble resentment  produced  in  the  nation's 
heart?  And  what  estimate  ought  to  be 
formed  of  those  who  first  raise  this  reli- 
gious excitemeut,  this  miserable  "  No-Po- 
pery" howl,  and,  then  avail  themselves  of 
it,  for  the  purpose  of  party;  and,  in 
order  to  deprive  us  of  the  benefit  of  Bri- 
tish institutions,  appeal  to  the  passions 
which  they  have  themselves  excited,  on 
which  they  blawandTan,andwboseflameby 
the  incendiary  spirit  of  a  factious  theology, 
ils  fatal  aliment,  is  unremittingly  supplied  ? 
Sir,  we  arc  entitled  to  British  institutions, 
and  have  them  we  must  and  will.  What 
is  the  plan  of  the  Conservatives  ?  to  trans- 
fer the  nomination  of  Sheriffs,  of  Magis-  ^ 
trates,  of  police,  the  managemsnt  of  pro- ' 
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perty,  the  administration  of  local  justice 
to  the  Crown.  This  in  England  they  did 
not  dare  to  propose;  this,  in  Ireland, 
please  God  and  the  people,  they  shall 
never  carry.  No  ;  we  must  have  Muni- 
cipal, as  we  have  secured  Parliamentary 
Reform.  13y  the  same  policy  both  coun- 
tries must  be  governed  ?  and  if  Corporations 
in  England  have  been  submitted  to  po- 
pular control,  in  tlie  true  sense  of  the 
word,"  popular" Corporatioosmust in  Ire- 
land be  submitted.  Do  you  think  that  we 
will,  or  thai  we  ought,  to  acquiesce  in  any 
measure  short  of  complete  equality  with 
England?  Don't  you  know,  that  if  you 
treat  us  as  a  province  and  a  colony,  and 
not  as  purt  and  parcel  of  yourselves— if 
you  refuse  us  what  we  call  justice,  and 
what  your  hearts  must  tell  you  that  as 
justice  we  rightly  designate,  a  perilous 
question  will  be  revived,  and  its  discussion 
will  inevitably  be  resuscitated.  But  if 
you  carry  the  great  international  compact 
into  real,  substantial,  practical  effect;  if 
you  abolish  all  dislioctions,  natural  and 
religious  ;  if  you  give  us  the  same  laws, 
the  same  rights,  the  same  privileges,  the 
same  institutions  ?  if  you  place  us  on  a 
noble  level,  and  establish  a  glorious  parity 
between  us  ;  if  you  fill  our  hearts  with  the 
glorious  consciousness  of  British  citizen- 
ship, and  make  us  feel  that  we  are  even  as 
you  are — tlien  you  will  not  only  have  re- 
futed the  argument  for  Repeal,  but  you 
will  have  annihilated  its  pretence;  you 
will  not  only  have  removed  the  motive, 
but  eradicated  the  desire;  and  that  you 
may  act  this  wise  part  is  the  prayer  of  one 
who  holds  at  heart  the  interest  and  peace 
of  his  country,  and  the  glory  of  that  great 
em])irc  of  which  it  forms  so  essential,  and 
of  which  [  trust  that,  ere  long,  it  will 
prove  a  prosperous  part. 

C'olonel  Conolly  said,  that  the  bad  spirit 
which  prevailed  in  Ireland  had  not  ils  origin 
in  any  jealousy  which  the  Protestants  enter- 
tained of  the  Ruman  Catholics.  It  was 
created  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
who  had  just  addressed  the  House,  and  his 
associates,  who  went  about  the  country 
inflaming  tlie  passions  of  the  people  in  order 
to  serve  their  own  interested  purposes. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  and  his  asso- 
ciates were  constanlly  declaiming  in  fevour 
of  what  they  called  popular  rights,  but 
their  real  object  was  the  subversion  of  the 
Protestant  religion,  and  the  dismemberment 
of  the  empire  He  (Colonel  Conolly)  felt 
no  jealouiy    of   Bomsn    CfttlioIicB--GQd 
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forbiiil  that  he  should  entertain  such  a  feel- 
ing. He  lived  upon  bs  good  terms  wilh  his 
Itomaa  Catholic  ntighbourg  as  it  was  po^- 
ble  for  tlie  hon.  aud  karued  GcottciQaii  to 
do.  The  hon.  and  learned  member  in  that 
House  dealt  largely  in  professions  of  phi- 
lanthropy and  liindly  feeling,  but  in  other 
places  there  was  no  tongue  which  knew 
better  than  his  how  to  give  utterance  to 
the  most  hitter  spirit  of  acrimony.  He 
{Colonel  ConoUy)  would  prove  himself  to 
he  the  fiiend  of  peace,  by  supporting  and 
endeavouring  to  carry  into  effect  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  srcat  statesman  who  sat 
below  bim  ;  but  in  none  of  tlicir  acts  did 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  and  those 
with  whom  he  associated,  consult  the  peace, 
welfare,  or  prosperity  of  Ireland  ;  in  no  case 
did  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  put  in 
practice  those  principles  of  philanthropy 
which  he  professed  to  admire,  and  so  elo- 
quently expounded.  Such  professions  were 
made  only  for  the  purpose  of  eourtingpopu- 
lur  favour,  and  exciting  the  popular  mind 
in  Ireland.  Let  not  lion.  Membcn  suppose 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  played 
the  same  game  in  Ireland  which  he  pre- 
tended to  play  in  that  House.  In  that 
House  he  indulged  bis  auditon  with  classi- 
cal allusion  and  brilliant,  but  laboured  anti- 
theua,  and  above  all  he  deprecated  any 
thing  like  ocriinony.  But  it  must  not  be 
supposed  that  there  were  no  acrimonious 
speeches  made  in  Tipperary — there  the  hon, 
and  learned  Member  was  not  the  apostle  of 
harmony  and  love.  Such  conduct  as  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  exhibited  was  a 
gniss  and  scandahnis  deception.  ^Order  .' 
(Jrderl] 

The  Speaker  said,  tlie  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  must  be  aware  that  it  was  disor- 
derly to  attribute  deception  to  a  Member  of 
that  House 

Colonel  Cottolly  apologised  to  the  House, 
hut  must  say,  in  his  own  justilicatinn,  that 
the  passions  of  the  lower  orders  of  his  coun- 
trymen were  worked  upon  in  a  way  which 
it  was  liorrifying  to  witness.  He  would 
now  beg  to  correct  a  mie-statemcnt  which 
the  Attorney- General  for  Ireland  had  made 
with  respect  to  the  Corporation  of  Naas. 
He  had  been  requested  by  the  Corporation 
of  that  town,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  be 
resided,  to  state  that  no  bond  or  any  other 
document  had  ever  been  executed  for  the 
purpose  of  transferring  property  of  the  Cor- 
poration to  the  patron  of  that  borough. 
Some  years  ago  it  was  proposed  to  convey 
the  corporate  property  to  Lord  Mayo,  in 
trust,  but  that  design  was  never  executed. 
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A  more  honourable  and  high-Diindtd  man 
than  Lord  Mayo  did  not  exist,  ond  lo  those 
who  knew  his  Lordship  It  was  unnecessary 
to  say  that  he  was  incapable  of  plusOcring 
a  Corporation.  He  had  in  bis  pocket  a  Ictti-r 
from  his  Lordship  stating  that  he  was  anx- 
ious that  a  general  account  of  the  funds  of 
tiie  Corporation,  including  all  disburse- 
ments, from  the  period  of  the  Union  down 
to  the  present  day,  should  be  exhibited. 
The  noble  Lord  required  no  defence  from 
him,  but  be  must  do  his  Lordship  the  jus- 
tice to  say,  that  owing  to  his  exertions  the 
funds  of  the  Corporation  had  been  aug- 
mented nearly  threefold.  Wilh  respect  to 
the  question  before  the  House,  he  was 
proud  to  follow  in  the  wahe  of  those  who 
went  before  bim  in  the  debate  that  evening. 
He  was  exceedingly  happy  to  find  the  dis- 
tinction between  England  and  Ireland,  so 
ably  and  convincingly  described  by  two 
statesmen  of  such  eminence  and  power. 
As  fur  as  the  opinion  of  an  humble  indi- 
vidual residing  in  the  country,  and  offer- 
ing that  opinion  because  founded  on  his 
own  experience — he  would  venture  to  say 
that  be  entirely  concurrediu  the  convincing, 
eloquent,  and  statesmanlike  views  which 
had  been  expressed  by  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net, and  the  noble  Lord  below  him.  He  was 
likewise  opposed  to  that  ]>art  of  the  Bill 
wbicbadmiltcd  the  grantingof  Corporations 
to  small  towns,  and  for  this  reason,  that  as 
bardly  any  of  them  would  have  a  sufficiency 
of  funds  for  the  support  of  the  CorporutioD, 
and  as  the  election  of  the  councillors  and 
aldermen  would  create  a  kind  of  local 
agitation  in  Ireland,  they  would  thereby 
be  only  keeping  up  a  constant  excitement 
in  those  towns,  without  the  least  benefit  to 
the  public.  He  also  most  heartily  and 
above  all  concurred  in  the  suggestions  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  which  were  apgilied 
10  the  (ircvcntion^f  violence,  fraud,  jicrjury, 
and  every  thing  horrifying  to  the  human 
mind,  in  the  operation  of  this  Bill,  because 
he  deemed  the  adoption  of  those  suggestions 
necessary  for  the  prcsen-ation  of  the  public 
peace  in  Ireland.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlcraan  bad  also  shown  that  the  jwpulation 
of  many  of  those  towns  named  in  the  Bill, 
not  sufficiently  wealthy  or  numerous 
to  entitle  them  to  a  Corporation-  Tlie 
very  nature  of  the  franchise  proved  that 
they  were  not.  He,  however,  ho)ied  when 
the  details  of  the  measure  came  to  he 
iscussed — that  the  suggcstioDS  which  fell 
from  the  right  hon.  llaronet  would  not 
be  disregarded,  and  that  the  peace  of  Irc- 
luid  would  not  be  sacrificeu  by  the  in- 
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'rotluction  of  a  system  such  as  the  Bill  in 
its  present  shape  would  go  to  cstabliali. 

Lord  John  Russell :  1  am  so  perfectly 
Mtisticd  with  the  speeches  adilrcssed  to  the 
House  by  my  right  hon.  Friends,  and  they 
liave  so  fully  conveyed  my  opinions,  that  Ido 
not  considcrit  necessary  to  state  my  reasons 
forossenling  to  this  plan  of  reform.  .  I  shall 
only  just  observe,  that  if  the  amendment  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  be  carried,  it  will 
be  incumbent  on  us  to  engage  the  services 
of  Sir  Charles  Wetherell,  in  order  to  be 
heard  at  the  Bar  of  the  House  against  so 
grosa  an  invasion  of  rights  and  property  as 
that  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  eontem- 
plates.  So  far  does  the  astounding  propo- 
sition of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  exceed 
any  thing  ever  proposed  by  us  in  the  way 
of  reform.  I  shall  now  state  the  course 
proposed  to  be  taken  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend.  We  propose  that  the  Bill  should 
be  read  a  second  time  to-night,  and 
into  Committee  on  Monday  next,  andl  wish 
to  know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  embody  his  proposition  in  ar 
instruction  to  the  Committee,  or  whether 
he  will  move  an  amendment  in  the  Com- 
mittee? 

Sir   Ro/kH  Peel:  I  will  state  at  oi 
that  I   am  desirous  to  give  the  House 
opportunity  of  deciding  between  the  t' 
plans  submitted  to  it ;  and  with  that  vi( 
I     shall    simply    move    an   instruction 
the  Committee-       If    the    House   should 
negative  that,  I  shall  not  give  the  noble 
Lord  much  trouble  with  respect  to  the  de- 
tails.    I  will  not  vote  for  the  second  read- 
ing   of    the    Bill,    though    I    assent   to 
one  of  its  principles — that  on  which  tht 
CKlinetion  of  existing  abuses  is  promised: 
because  I  totally  dissent  from   the  othei 
principle  of  the  Bill;  and  it  appears  to  mc 
that  the  best  course  to  ascertain  the  sense 
of  the  House  as  to  the  comparative  mcritj 
of  the  two  measures  in   this  respect,  is  tc 
move  an  iustruction  to  the  Committee  or 
Monday  for  the  substitution  of  my  propo- 
silion  in  the  place  of  that  of  the  right  hon, 
(lentloman  opposite. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time. 
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Brighton  Magistrates.]  Lord  Teyn- 
hatn  rose  to  present  a  Petition  from 
Bright  on,  which  he  thought  was  welt  wonhy  , 
of  their  lordships'  altention.  The  peti- 
tion, which  was  signed  by  300  respeetable 
tradespeople  of  Brighton,  complained  ge- 
nerally of  the  administration  of  justice  in 
that  town,  and  particularly  of  an  order 
some  time  since  issued  by  the  Bench  of 
Magistrates,  by  which  offenders  who  were 
brought  before  them  were  denied  the 
advantage  of  the  attendance  of  an  at- 
torney, or  any  professional  man,  to  assist 
them  in  repelling  the  charge  that  might 
be  brought  against  them.  The  Petitioners 
slated,  that  in  cases  or  imputed  felony, 
it  had  been  customary  with  the  Bench  at 
Brighton  to  permit  the  attendance  of  a 
solicitor,  or  some  experienced  person,  on 
the  part  of  the  accused  ;  but  that  of  late 
the  chairman  of  Petty  Sessions,  Sir  David 
Scott,  hnd  issued  an  order  to  the  effect, 
that  hereafter  no  person  should  be  allowed 
to  attend  for  any  party  accused  in  any 
case  whatsoever,  except  under  special 
circumstances,  and  by  special  permission 
of  the  Magistrates.  This  being  the  case, 
the  petitioners  prayed  their  Lordships, 
when  the  Prisoners'  Counsel  Bill  should 
come  before  them,  to  insert  a  clause  which 
should  render  it  compulsory  on  Magis- 
trates to  allow  parties  accused  before 
them  the  benefit  of  professional  skill  and 
experience,  if  they  arc  disposed  to  employ 
them.  There  was  one  case  of  recent 
occurrence  in  the  town,  which  had  created 
a  great  sensation  there,  and  which  the 
petitioners  had  requested  him  to  state  to 
their  Lordships.  It  was  the  case  of  a 
woman,  named  Mary  Ann  Booth,  who 
was  accused  before  the  Magistrates  by 
her  employer,  a  chemist  at  Brighton,  of  a 
felony.  When  the  case  came  on  for 
hearing,  the  woman's  ailorney,  whom  she 
had  employed  to  conduct  her  case,  was 
silenced  by  the  Magistrates;  and,  upon 
the  prosecutor's  evidence,  added  to  some 
information  which  the  Magistrates  seemed 
to  have  obtained  out  of  court,  the  woman 
was  fully  committed  to  I^wes  gaol,  upon 
the  charge  of  felony.     Sul»e<]uenlly,  tbo 
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Grand  Jury  ignored  the  bill;  but  the 
woman  had  been  intpriaoned  for  some 
lime,  and  her  character,  of  course,  had 
suffered  not  only  from  that  circumstance, 
but  from  the  nature  of  the  charge  which 
bad  been  brought  against  her.  For  this 
she  had  no  redress  whatever.  She  had 
written  to  the  noble  Duke  (Richmond), 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  the  county,  upon 
the  subject,  and  she  had  also  petitioned 
his  Majesty  and  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State ;  but  as  far  as  he  could  learn, 
no  satisfactory  answer  had  as  yet  been 
given  to  those  who  interested  themselves 
about  the  very  important  subject.  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  cast  any  imputation 
upon  the  Brighton  Magistrates,  but  it  was 
plain,  from  the  facts  he  had  stated,  that 
the  system  upon  which  they  acted  required 
alteration,  He  had  only  further  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  Magistrates  were  in  the 
habit,  as  he  was  informed,  of  directing 
indictments  to  be  prepared  before  the 
Grand  Jury  had  found  true  bills.  This 
he  believed  to  be  cantrory  to  the  law  of 
England.  He  had  also  to  observe,  that  al- 
though the  Bill  in  the  instance  to  which  he 
had  particularly  alluded,  had  been  ignored, 
the  Magistrates  allowed  the  fees  of  counsel 
for  the  prosecution,  and  tnade  an  order 
for  the  payment  of  71.  13s.  out  of  the 
county  rales. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  wished  to  say 
a  few  words  upon  the  subject  of  the  peti- 
tion which  the  noble  Lord  had  jnst  pre- 
sented, and  also  upon  the  remarks  which 
the  noble  Lord  had  made  upon  the  case 
of  Mary  Ann  Booth,  which  was  not  con- 
tikined  in  the  petition.  In  the  first  phce, 
the  noble  Lord  stated,  that  the  feeling  of 
the  town  was  embodied  in  this  petition, 
which  he  slated,  further,  was  signed  by 
300  persons.  The  population  of  Brighton 
amounted  to  40,000  souls.  This  petition, 
then,  signed  by  300,  was,  of  course,  to  be 
taken  as  expressive  of  the  unanimous  feel- 
ing of  the  town.  He  must  be  allowed, 
however,  to  state,  that,  ns  far  as  he  had 
listened  to  the  petition,  it  appeared  to 
him  to  contain  no  charges  whatever 
against  the  Magistrates.  The  petitioners  did 
not  deny  that  Ihe  Magistrates  of  Brighton, 
like  every  other  judicial  body  in  the  king- 
dom, had  the  power  to  frame  laws  for 
the  maintenance  of  ordC[  and  decorum  in 
the  courts  over  which  t  ey  presided.  If 
that  point  were  dispnted  he  (the  Duke  of 
Richmond)  could  quote  many  cases  in 
ffbich  tuch  a  power  bad  beeti  confirmed 
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by  decisions  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench" 

As  far  as  the  petition  was  concerned, 
therefore,  there  appeared  to  be  no  specific 
charge  against  the  Magistrates.  He  came 
next  to  the  case  referred  to  by  the  noble 
Lord,  Mary  Ann  Booth  was  charged 
with  a  felony,  and  was  attended  before 
the  magistrates  by  an  attorney.  In  the 
course  of  the  investigation,  this  gentle- 
man behaved  with  considerable  imper- 
tinence and  insolence  to  the  magistrates, 
who,  at  length,  were  compelled  to  say  to 
him,  "  if  you  do  not  behave  in  a  more 
becoming  manner,  we  will  not  allow  you 
to  plead."  In  consequence  of  the  treat- 
ment which  the  Magistrates  received  on 
this  occasion,  they  made  an  order,  which 
he  would  read  to  their  Lordships,  and 
which  he  was  sure  their  Lordships  would 
at  once  perceive  was  different  from  that 
set  forth  in  the  petition  : — "  Resolved, 
that,  in  future,  no  attorney,  unless  espe- 
cially permitted,  shall  appear  as  an  advo- 
cate for  any  parly  accused  before  us ;  but 
it  is  not  intended  by  this  resolution  to 
prevent  any  attorney  from  being  present 
and  taking  notes,  nor  from  generally 
making  suggestions  or  giving  advice  to 
his  client,"  These  were  the  terms  of  the 
order;  yet  the  noble  Lord  asserted  (hat 
the  Magistrates  positively  prohibited  the 
attendance  of  attorneys  except  in  special 
cases,  under  special  circumstances,  and 
by  special  permission.  The  only  abject 
of  the  Magistrates  in  drawing  up  the  order 
was,  to  enforce  the  respect  necessary  to 
be  observed  to  the  Bench  ;  and  he  had 
the  authority  of  the  clerk  to  the  Magis- 
trates for  staling,  that  in  no  one  instance, 
during  the  twenty  years'  experience  of 
that  officer,  either  before  or  after  passing 
the  resolution  in  question,  had  he  ever 
known  a  single  case  in  which  the  Magis 
trates  had  refused  an  attorney  to  appear 
before  them,  except  in  the  case  of 
this  one  man,  who  was  employed  by 
Mary  Ann  Booth,  and  whose  conduct  to 
the  Bench  was  indecorous  and  intolera- 
ble. If  there  were  any  real  ground  of 
complaint  against  the  Magistrates,  was  it 
probable  that  out  of  so  populous  a  town  a 
petition  should  be  sent  up  to  be  presented 
to  (hat  House,  containing  no  more  thaa 
300  signatures?  He  knew  no  gentlemen 
who  devoted  more  time  or  more  attention 
to  the  public  service  than  the  Magiitratei 
of  Brighton.  Every  one  who  knew  that 
town  would  be  aware  tha(  its  population 
was  of  A  very  fiuctuating  character,  and, 
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coniequently,  requiring  nt  all  timea  great ,  sent  to  gaol  illegally.  Id  reply  to  that 
vigilance  on  tlie  part  of  tlie  Magistracy  charge,  lie  would  simply  read  the  dc^Kis:- 
and  police.  The  facility  of  commuuica-  |  tion  of  tlic  proseciitor  in  tlie  caae,  who  was 
tion  between  London  and  Brighton  had  '  a  chemiat  named  Colvil,  residing  in  Casllc- 
rendered  tlie  character  of  the  population  ,  square,  Drighton,  and  being  the  owner  of 
very  similar  in  both  ;  and  this  limilarity  :  a  lodging-house  in  a  dilierent  part  of  the 
of  late  years  had  been  greatly  increased;  .  town,  in  which  he  employed  Mary  Ann 
for  whenever  the  police  of.  London  made  Booth,  as  a  servant,  at  the  rate  of  7k.  a  week 
the  neighbourhood  here  a  little  too  hot  for  wages,  and  an  allowance  of  live  per  cent, 
certain  celebrated  metropolitan  characters,  on  the  rent  of  the  lodgings  whenever  they 
these  distinguished  gentry  immediately  I  were  let.  Mr.Colvil  complained  to  the 
determined  on  taking  the  advantage  of  a  I  Magistrates  that  his  servant,  Mary  Ann 
change  of  air,  and  usually  sought  the  sea-  Booth,  had  robbed  him  ;  and  in  his  dcpo- 
shore  at  Brighton  as  the  place  best  calcu-    sition    he.  stated,   that  after   giving    the 


lated  to  suit  their  particular  cases.  The 
Magistrates  at  Brighton  held  Petty  Sessions 
twice  a  week.  Did  they  keep  a  close 
court?  On  the  contrary,  it  was  notori- 
ous to  every  person  who  had  ever  been  at 
BiightoD.or  who  ever  read  a  Brighton  news- 
paper, that  two  or  three  reporters  for  dif- 
ferent publications  were  invariably  present. 
The  wholesome  control  of  public  opinion 
was  always  upon  the  Magistrates  of  Brigh- 
ton. It  was  plain  that  the  order  com- 
plained of  was  intended  to  apply  only  to 
the  individual  who  had  misbehaved  him- 
self, and  was  not  intended  to  prevent 
the  attendance  of  attorneys  in  ordi- 
nary cases.  He  now  came  to  the  case  of 
Mary  Ann  Booth.  It  was  true,  as  the 
noble  Lord  had  stated,  that  Mary  Ann 
Booth  had  addressed  a  letter  to  him  (iho 
Duke  of  Richmond),  to  which  he  replied 
that  he  knew  not  what  power  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  the  county  had  to  control 
the  decisions  of  the  Magistracy ;  adding, 
however,  that  if  the  Magistrate  miscou' 
ducted  himself,  if  he  illegally  committed 
any  person  to  gaol,  or  exiiibited  on  the 
Bench  anything  of  partiality  or  favour,  tbe 
ordinary  courts  of  law  afforded  immediate 
means  of  redress.  If  this  woman  had  any 
real  ground  of  complaint  against  the  Ma- 
gistrates of  Drighton,  the  proper  mode  of 
proceeding,  instead  of  addressing  him, 
would  have  been  to  direct  her  attorney  to 
commence  proceedings  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench.  It  might  be  said  that  she 
had  not  the  means  to  adopt  such  a  course ; 
but  he  (the  Duke  of  Richmond)  knew 
enough  of  tbe  people  of  Sussex  to  feci 
couvinced,  that  where  a  woman  was  in- 
jured, and  sought  redress,  she  would  not 
long  be  allowed  to  want  the  means  of 
obtaining  it.  It  was  true  also,  that  peti- 
tions upon  the  subject  had  been  sent  to 
his  Majesty  and  to  tlie  Secretary  of  State. 
The  complaint  was,  that  the  woman  vas 


!  pea  ted  notices  to  leave  the  house, 
which  she  as  repeatedly  neglected  to  do, 
he  at  length  went  to  the  bouse  in  perMin, 
and  on  looking  over  the  inventory  with 
the  accused,  he  found  that  a.  number  of 
sheets,  silver  spoons,  and  other  articles, 
were  missing.  Booth  denied  any  know- 
ledge of  them,  but  subsequently,  in  search- 
ing the  house  in  PrestoU' street,  to  which 
she  had  retired  on  quitting  the  prosecu- 
tor's premises,  a  number  of  spoons,  sheets, 
and  other  articles,  having  the  prosecutor's 
name  upon  them,  were  discovered,  and  a 
number  of  duplicates  were  also  found  in 
Booth's  possession  for  articles  which  the 
pawnhroKer  produced,  and  which  the  pro- 
secutor proved  to  be  his.  Booth,  when 
these  discoveries  were  made,  at  once  ad- 
mitted that  the  articles  found  upon  her, 
and  those  which  she  had  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  pawnbroker,  were  the  pro- 
perty of  the  prosecutor.  This  was  the 
deposition  of  the  prosecutor,  and  he  (the 
Duke  of  Richmond)  would  venture  to  say 
that  no  stronger  or  plainer  case  of  felony 
was  ever  made  out.  With  such  a  deposi- 
tion before  him,  added  to  the  prisoner's 
own  admission,  the  Magistrate  had  no 
other  alternative  than  to  commit  her  to 
gaol.  But  then  the  noble  Lord  said,  that 
the  bill  was  thrown  out  by  the  Grand  Jury, 
He  (the  Duke  of  Richmond)  did  not  pre- 
tend to  know  how  that  had  happened ; 
bills  were  often  thrown  out  by  Grand 
Juries.  It  was  possible  that  the  prosecu- 
tor did  not  make  the  same  statement 
before  the  Orajid  Jury  that  he  had  done 
before  the  Magistrates ;  but  he  (the  Duke 
of  Richmond)  would  ask  whether  any 
Magistrates,  having  such  facts  as  he  had 
described  sworn  before  them,  could  have 
done  otherwise  than  commit.  If  the  par- 
tics  who  complained  in  this  case  couki 
not  afford  to  bring  it  before  a  court  of  law, 
they  gught  at  least  tg  bave  ie>I«d  content 
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with  the  opinion  or  the  Secretary  of  State, 
to  whom  they  applied  upon  the  subject. 
Lord  John  Russell,  in  reply  to  the  appli- 
cation made  to  him,  ^ve  it  as  his  opinion 
that  there  was  no  case  loade  out  at  all ;  and 
that  it  was  one  of  the  most  frivolous  and 
vexatious  charges  ever  brought  against  a 
body  of  gentlemen.  Such  was  the  opinion 
of  Lord  John  Russell,  after  he  had  made 
the  fullest  inrestigation  into  all  the  cir. 
camstances  of  the  case;  and  with  the 
repetition  of  that  opinion  he  vrould  leave 
tlie  case,  as  now  eiplaiaed,  in  their  Lord- 
ships' hands. 

Viscount  Strangford  would  not  follow 
the  noble  Baron  through  his  anticipatory 
eulogium  of  a  Dill  yet  to  be  brought  be- 
fore the  House,  because  he  thought  such 
a  course  extremely  irregular  and  incon* 
venient.  He  would  con^ne  himself  to  the 
petition  Just  presented,  with  all  the  facts 
connected  with  which  he  bad  been  made 
acquainted.  Whet  was  more,  he  knew 
(what,  perhaps,  the  noble  Lord  did  not 
suspect  that  be  knew)  the  secret  history  of 
the  mode  in  which,  and  the  objects  for 
which,  the  petition  had  been  got  up.  But 
a  sense  of  what  was  due  to  the  dignity  of 
their  Lordships  restrained  him  from  saying, 
all  he  knew.  When  the  noble  Lord  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  complain  of  the 
mal-administration  of  justice  at  Brightoo, 
he  concluded  that,  during  the  noble  Lord's 
stay  there,  some  net  of  felony  or  fraud 
had  been  committed :  that  the  Magiitratea 
had  suffered  it  to  go  unpunished,  and  had 
thus  supplied  the  noble  Lord  with  a  na- 
tural and  becoming  occasion  of  standing 
up  in  that  House  to  vindicate  the  insulted 
law,  and  to  arraign  those  through  whose 
corruption  or  collusion  its  behests  had 
been  interfered  with.  He  was,  however, 
happy  to  find  (hat  the  noble  Lord's  com- 
plaint against  the  Magistrates  was,  not  that 
they  had  Buffered  an  oflender  to  escape, 
but  that  they  had  fearlessly  and  manfully 
done  their  duty  in  endeavouring  to  bring 
the  offender  to  justice.  The  noble  Lord 
thought  it  hard  that  the  prisoner  should 
have  been  committed  for  trial  in  the  face  of 
theprosecutor'flsubsequent declaration  that 
he  believed  the  goods  were  not  taken  with 
a  felonious  inteuLion.  Did  the  noble  Lord 
forget  that  the  law  bad  most  wisely  deter- 
mined that  the  Magistrates,  and  not  the 
prosecutors  should  decide  upon  the  cha- 
racter of  an  offence,  and  whether  an  of- 
fender should  be  committed  for  trial 


happen?  Why,  Ihe  feelings  and  the  in- 
terests  of  prosecutors  would  be  conslanily 
practised  upon,  atu',  cither  through  false 
lenity  or  less  worlhy  motives,  they  might 
be  induced  to  withdraw  their  charges,  and 
thus  men  of  whose  guilt  no  doubt  could  be 
entertained  by  any  rational  person  would 
be  suffered  to  escape.  He  believed  that 
such  things  had  actually  happened.  He 
believed  that  cases  had  occurred  where  pro* 
secutorshad  been  bribed  or  bought  off — 
and  thus  that  notorious  offenders  bad 
escaped  all  punishment,  except  that  which 
to  some  minds  was  no  punishment  at  all — 
the  scorn  and  the  loathing  of  every  society 
in  which  they  had  yet  the  audacity  to  rear 
their  nnabaslied  front.  He  regretted  ex- 
tremely that  the  uoble  Lord  had  not 
known,  or  bad  forgotten  to  inquire  into 
all  those  circumstances  of  the  case  which 
had  come  to  his  knowledge,  for  sure  he 
wBB.that  the  noble  Lord  would  not  then  have 
lent  the  sanction  of  his  high  moral  charac- 
ter, and  ti.e  powers  of  his  parliamentary 
weight  and  talent,  to  the  support  of  a  case 
which  he  believed  to  be  the  most  paltry 
and  the  most  pitiable  that  bad  ever  been 
suffered  to  weary  the  patience  or  waste 
the  time  of  their  Lordships'  House. 

The  Earl  of  Chichester,  as  a  Magistrate 
resident  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Brighton, 
begged  to  state  that  there  was  not  the 
slightest  foundation  for  any  of  the  charges 
brought  against  the  Magistrates  of  Urigh- 
ton,  either  in  the  petition  or  in  the  case  of 
the  woman  allud^  to  by  the  noble  Lord. 
He  begged  further  to  state,  that  instead 
of  the  feehng  of  dissatisfoction  which  was 
alleged  in  the  petition  to  exist  against  the 
Magistrates  in  consequence  of  the  manner 
in  which  justice  was  administered  by  them, 
he  believed  that  the  universal  feeling  of 
the  town  and  neighbourhood  was  exactly 
the  reverse. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  wished  to  offer  a 
few  words  upon  this  subject.  Feeling  as 
he  did  the  great  res[>onsibility  under  which 
Magistrates  at  all  times  acted,  he  consi- 
dered it  to  be  tX\s  boundcn  duly  of  every 
man  to  protect  them  whenever  they  were 
unjustly  or  vexatiously  charged  with  mis- 
conduct. Tlie  circumstances  of  this  case 
were  made  known  to  him  some  lime  since. 
A  petition  was  sent  up  to  his  noble  Friend, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  containing  certain 
allegations.  This  petition  was  communi- 
cated to  him,  and  on  looking  it  over  there 
I  seemed  to  be  one  allegation  which  required 


not  ?    If  it  were  otherwise,  wbst  wou)<l .  explaaation.    It  wm  alleged  that  the  Ma- 
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(anntd,  were  very  respectable.  He  begged 
that  the  petition  mi(;l>t  be  read,  in  oidet 
that  the  House  might  judge  whellier  it 

worthy  or  the  treatment  it  had  receif  ed. 

etition  laid  on  the  Tnble. 


giitrate  had  arted  not  only  upon  the  cri- 
dence  wbirh  had  been  produced  before 
him  in  court,  but  upon  some  other  inFor- 
mation  which  he  had  obtained  by  means 
which  were  not  known.  Upon  that  point, 
therefore,  a  communication  was  made  to 
the  Magistrate;  in  reply  to  which  he  (the 
Lord  Chancellor)  received  a  most  satisfac- 
tory answer.  The  ground  of  the  allega- 
tion originated  in  a  mistake,  which  arose 
in  this  way :  After  having  heard  the  whole 
of  the  facts  of  the  case,  ihc  Magistrates, 
as  usual,  retired  into  their  private  room  to 
consider  what  course  they  should  take. 
Coming  bark  into  the  presence  of  the  pri- 
soner, and  communicating  the  result  of 
their  deliberation,  it  was  possible  that  they 
might  have  made  some  allusion  to  what 
had  passed  between  themselves  during 
their  consultation,  as  well  as  lo  the  facts 
which  had  been  adduced  before  the  public, 
and  thus  an  impression  arose  in  the  minds 
of  the  prisoner's  friends  that  they  had  been 
hearing  evidence  out  of  court.  The  Ma- 
gistrates, on  being  written  to  by  ilie  Secre- 
tary of  State,  jiositively  denied  that  they 
had  acted  upon  any  other  evidence  than 
that  which  had  been  adduced  before  them 
in  open  court.  Their  Lordships  had 
heard  from  the  noble  Duke  (Richmond)  tli 
nature  of  the  evidence  given  before  the 
MRRislrates.  He  would  abstain  from 
making  any  observation  upon  that  evi- 
dence; but  he  would  ask  if,  upon  such  a 
deposition  as  that  of  the  prosecutor,  the 
Magistrates  had  not  committed  llie  party, 
they  would  not  have  been  guilty  of  a  gross 
and  unpardonable  breach  of  duty?  What 
took  place  before  the  Grand  Jury  it  was,  of 
course,  impossible  for  their  lordships  lo 
know ;  but  they  did  know  what  had  taken 
place  before  the  Magistrates;  and  lookir 
the  facts  there  sworn,  he  would  say  tli 
more  clear  case  of  felony  could  not  be, 
to  the  order  complained  of  in  the  petition, 
with  respect  to  the  attendance  of  attor- 
neys, upon  that  point  the  Magistrates  did 
nothing  more  than  they  were  allowed  to 
do  by  law ;  and  in  this  instance  they  no 
doubt  acted  from  good  cause.  From  all 
that  had  been  stated,  as  well  as  from  all 
he  knew  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
he  had  not  the  slightest  doubt  but  that  the 
Magistrates  did  in  this  case  merely  what 
they  were  in  duty  bound  to  do. 

Lord  Tet/nbam  said,  it  was  true  that  thi 
petition  was  not  sig^ned  by  the  majority  of 
the  town;  but  it  was  signed  by  three hun 
dred  peiton*,  all  of  wbotn,  u  N  waa  iH' 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  March  1,  1836. 
Committee  ov  Railways.]  Mr. 
Poulett  Thomson  stated  to  the  House  the 
course  he  proposed  it  should  pursue.  By 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  which  had 
been  circulated  with  the  votes,  hon.  Mem- 
bers would  be  aware  of  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Committee :  and  he  should 
call  upon  them  to  concur  in  a  series  of  re- 
solutions embodying  those  recommenda- 
tions. The  first  would  be,  that  it  be  an 
instruction  to  the  List- Committee  upon 
every  Bill,  to  obtain  specific  information 
on  all  the  points  adverted  to  in  the  Report. 
Theobjectof  it  was,  that  all  theintelligenee 
that  could  be  furnished  regarding  par- 
ticular railroads  should  be  laid  upon  the 
Table.  The  next  resolution  respected  di- 
visions in  List- Committees,  and  the  at- 
tendance of  Members  upon  those  Com- 
mittees. The  third  had  for  object  the 
giving  time  for  the  nomination  of  Members 
upon  List- Commit  lees  in  cases  where  there 
were  competing  lines  of  railroad,  in  order 
that  contending  parties  might  come  to  an 
amicable  arrangement,  if  they  thought  fit, 
and  have  the  comparative  merits  decided 
by  the  same  body  of  Members.  The  fourth 
resolution  was  directed  against  giving  ad- 
ditional time  to  Committees  to  make  their 
Reports  on  compeiinglines  of  railroad,  ex- 
cepting under  special  circumstances.  The 
fifth  resolution  would  be  (hat  whenever 
the  report  of  a  Committee  related  to  three 
railroads  with  common  termini,  the  House 
would  takeit  into  consideration,  anddiscuss 
the  subject  on  Tuesdays  prior  to  the  debate 
upon  any  pending  motions.  The  reasons 
for  these  resolutions  would  be  found  in  the 
Report  on  the  Table.  The  Committee  by 
which  these  resolutions  were  framed  had 
had  two  points  to  consider;  first,  bow 
special  information  could  be  obtained  for 
the  House  on  the  different  plans;  aud 
secondly,  to  take  care  that  no  injustice  was 
done  to  those  plans  which  had  been  sub- 
mitted, in  thecourseof  thepresentSession, 
upon  the  faith  of  the  existing  standing 
orders.  Whatever  might  be  the  opinion 
of  the  Committee  as  to  the  fitness  of  the 
plan  as  to  the  notninatioo  of  Uw  LUt-Com- 
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mittee,  and  as  to  the  itanding  orden,  it  had 
been  found  imposuble  to  suggest  aay  al- 
teration as  regarded  Railroad  Bills  iulro- 
duced  in  the  present  Session.  The  Com- 
mittee had  directed  its  best  attention  lo  a 
sysiem  that  had  prevailed  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent— that  of  votes  in  Committees  being 
made  rather  a  matter  or  favour  than  of 
judgment.  Next,  it  bad  had  to  consider 
the  best  means  of  making  the  House  ac- 
quainted with  such  information  as  might 
guide  its  ultimate  decision  1  that  it  mtg;hl 
not  be  a  tribunal  called  upon  to  determine 
upon  the  merits  without  the  means  of 
knowing  what  those  merits  were.  One 
point  had  been  mentioned  and  favourably 
received  during  the  former  discussion,  vit. 
the  propriety  of  referring  railroads  with 
different  lines  and  the  same  termini  to  the 
same  Committee.  The  Committee  had 
been  most  anxious  to  recommend  that  plan, 
thinking  that  great  advantage  would  result 
from  iti  but  in  Justice  to  the  ditTerent 
Bills,  it  had  been  found  impossible  to 
adopt  it.  It  was  rendered  impossible 
partly  because  the  Bills  would  be  in  varinus 
Stages  :  one  might  have  passed  the  second 
leading,  and  another  might  have  passed 
only  the  Gist  reading — these  could  not  be 
referred  at  the  same  time  to  the  same 
Committee,  because  the  Bill  that  had  only 
been  reed  a  first  time  might  be  thrown  out 
on  the  second  reading.  It  had  therefore 
been  thought  best  that  such  Bills  should 
be  referred  (o  the  ordinary  List-Committee, 
but  with  an  anxious  desire  that  the  con- 
flicting parties  should  by  consent  go  be- 
fore the  same  Committees.  The  Reporton 
the  Table  therefore  recommended  that  the 
House  should  give  every  facility  to  such  an 
arrangement.  For  this  purpose  it  was 
suggested  that  some  lime  should  elapse 
before  the  lists  were  fixed,  in  order  that 
parties  might  have  lime  to  come  to  an  un- 
derstanding if  they  thought  fit.  Such 
were  the  principal  points  in  the  resolutions 
of  the  Committee,  but  it  had  not  thought 
fit  to  eater  into  any  question  of  conditions: 
it  had  considered  the  Flouse  the  proper 
tribunal  for  the  conditions  on  which  rail- 
roads should  be  granted,  if  any  were 
thought  necessary.  It  had  been  the  most 
anxious  desire  of  the  Committee  to  do  all 
that  was  best  under  the  circumstances,  and 
to  remove  all  dilHcultles  that  were  capable 
of  being  overcome.  At  present  all  it  was 
uecessiirv  for  him  In  do  was,  lo  move  the 
hrst  resoiuiJon  he  had  staled. 

Sir  Ihrry  Vernetf  paid,  thai  lit  felt  it  his 


duty  to  propose  that  another  select  Com' 
mittee  should  be  appointed  lo  take  all  the 
circumstances  more  fully  into  considera- 
tion. He  believed  that  railroads  were  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  raainlain  the  com- 
mercial and  manufacturing  superiority  of 
this  country,  and  his  object  was,  that  the 
fullest  consideration  should  be  given  to 
the  difierent  lines  proposed,  in  order  that 
that  which  offered  the  greatest  advantages 
might  be  adopted.  At  present  it  seemed 
tohim  that  most  of  these  schemes  had  been 
undertaken  for  the  promotion  of  local  and 
not  of  national,  inlereais:  and,  in  some 
cases,  he  had  no  doubt  that  public  benefit 
had  been  sacrificed  to  private  profit.  He 
thought  that  some  body,  in  the  shape  of  a 
Royal  Commission,  should  be  constituted, 
with  supreme  power  to  examine  and  decide 
on  the  merits  of  conflicting  plans,  and  to 
recommend  that  to  tlie  Legislature  which 
seemed  most  worthy  of  adoption.  The 
members  of  this  Commission  he  would  se- 
lect principally  from  ofGcers  of  the  En- 
gineers in  his  Majesty's  sernce,  associated 
with  other  known  and  competent  indi- 
viduals :  and  they  would  have  to  give  their 
opinion  and  advice  to  the  King  in  council. 
He  had  given  notice  of  a  motion  for  the 
appointment  of  another  Committee,  and  it 
was  his  intention  to  persevere  in  it. 

Colonel  iSt/ifAorp  admitted,  with  tbehon. 
Baronet  opposite,  that  many  of  these  un- 
dertakings had  emanated  from  local  in- 
terests, without  any  regard  to  national 
ones.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
upon  grounds  of  public  duty,  in  preference 
to  private  interests,  he  had  taken  every 
means  of  opposing  these  undertakings 
from  beginning  to  end.  He  wished  to  put 
the  public  upon  their  guard  with  respect  to 
them,  for  he  was  afraid  Ministers  were 
not  inclined  to  give  the  subject  due  con- 
sideration. He  thought  time  ought  to  be 
given  for  investigating  the  subject,  for  in 
some  points  the  resolutions  proposed  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were 
not  sufficiently  specific.  Every  opportu. 
nity  ought  to  be  given  of  entering  into 
the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  subject,  and 
though  he  might  agree  with  many  of  the 
resolutions  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, yet  he  was  so  satisfied  of  the  good 
effects  of  further  delay  that  he  should  vole 
with  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Select  Committee.  He 
ihought  that  if  the  whole  of  the  proposed 
Bills  could  be  postponed  until  next  Session 
il  would  be  very  desirable.     lie  had  tome 


..dbyGoogle 


1115 


CommiUee  on 


ffdditioniil  resolutions  to  propose,  bot  he 
would  postpone  doing  so  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  right  hoa.  Gentleman  opposite  till 
the  great  qiiesliou  was  decided.  He  was 
miicli  afraid,  if  these  undertakings  went 
on,  that  many  who  had  embarked  in  them 
would  find,  that  they  had  lost  their  all. 
Many  persons  had  realised  large  fortunes — 
ten,  twenty,  and  even  eighty  thousand 
pounds — by  these  railroad  speculations. 
After  Rome  further  remarks  the  bon.  and 
gallant  Member  concluded  by  stating  his 
intention  of  supporting  the  amendment  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Select  Commillec. 

Sir  George  Stiicblmd  felt,  that  it  was 
desirable  to  introduce  some  plan  by  which 
Railroad  Bills  should  bo  more  attentively 
and  patiently  considered  than  they  had 
hitherto  been.  He  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Railroads,  and  had 
hoped  on  entering  the  Committee  that  they 
should  hare  been  able  to  havo  devised 
some  general  rules  for  the  better  manage- 
ment of  the  business  relating  to  these 
Bills;  but  he  found  that  upon  mature  con- 
sideration in  the  Committee  it  was  im- 
possible, under  the  circumstances,  to  do 
so.  U  depended,  he  thought,  on  Ihe 
House  itself  to  give  a  more  patient  con- 
sideration to  this  subject,  and  to  pay  a 
greater  attention  than  they  were  in  the 
habit  of  doing  to  private  Bills  of  this 
nature. 

Mr.  Potter  thought,  that  a  great  im- 
provement might  be  made  in  the  mode  in 
which  thejiiries  for  assessing  compensation 
were  appointed ;  and  he  wished  that 
greater  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  righrs  of  way,  as  far  as  public 
paths  and  thoroughfares  were  concerned. 
SiilBcient  attention  was  not  paid  to  these 
points. 

Lord  Oeorge  Lennox  complained  that  so 
many  Railway  bills  should  be  referred  to 
the  same  Committee;  and  he  regretted 
that  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Rail- 
ways had  not  recommended  that  no  Mem> 
ber  of  the  Home  should  bo  a  Member  of 
a  Committee  on  any  Bill  for  the  form- 
ation of  a  railway  of  which  ha  was  a 
director  or  a  shareholder. 

Mr.  Hume  thought  that  loo  much  at- 
tention was  paid  to  private  interests  in  the 
consideration  of  Bills  relating  to  Railways. 
The  points  of  greatest  importance  to  be 
considered  by  Committees  were,  first, 
whether  there  was  a  probability  of  the 
Kailroads  being  csriied  into  effect;  and 
neat,  whether,  if  carried  into  eflect,  the 
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public  interest  would  be  benefited.  Ha 
was  of  opinion,  however,  that  until  a 
proper  tribunal  was  established  for  deciding 
on  the  merits  of  these  Bills,  no  authority 
could  be  relied  on  except  that  of  the  whole 
House.  Hawaswilling  to  admit,  thatlbe 
object  of  the  hon.  Baronet's  Amendment 
was  a  good  one,  sad  that  the  instruction 
which  that  bon.  Member  had  moved,  was 
one  calculated  to  produce  a  public  benefit. 
But  the  first  step  which  the  House  should 
take  was  to  provide  a  proper  tribunal  for 
these  Bills.  Fifteen  Members  would  be 
sufficient  to  constitute  a  Committee,  and 
he  would  suggest  that  not  less  than  twelve 
should  form  a  quorum.  When  less  than 
twelve  attended,  the  proceedings  of  the 
Committee  ought  to  besuspended,  a  Report 
made  to  the  House,  and  the  Members  who 
were  absent  called  to  nccount,  Let  the 
Committee  be  drawn  by  ballot,  and  the 
first  fifteen  be  held  to  constitute  the  Com- 
mittee, unless  objections  were  made,  such 
as  had  been  suggested  by  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  O.Lennox)— namely,  the  being  di- 
rectors or  shareholders  of  the  company, 
which  he  thought  was  a  discjualificatioD. 
He  should  object  to  the  resolutions  pro- 
posed by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  unless 
the  House  thought  it  fit  to  adopt  the  plan  ho 
had  suggested — namely,  that  of  a  limited 
Committee  to  be  made  responsible  to  the 
House  for  their  conduct. 

Lord  Stanley  said,  that  in  the  Committee 
of  fifteen,  which  had  framed  the  resolu- 
tions, the  only  absent  Member  was  the 
hon.  Member  for  Middlesex.  That  hon. 
Member  had  given  his  attendance  only  for 
two  or  three  hours  the  first  day  of  sitting, 
it  was  true  he  had  propounded  the  pro- 
position just  put  by  him  to  the  House ,-  it 
was  not  acceded  to,  and  he  never  gave  the 
Committee  his  company  afterwards.  The 
Committee  had  decided  that  no  alteration 
should  be  made  in  the  nature  of  the  tribunal 
in  the  present  Session,  because  they  wera 
witling  to  see  how  the  existing  form  would 
work  before  they  adopted  a  new  one. 
Besides,  they  had  taken  every  pre- 
caution 10  secure  the  attention  and  strict 
attendance  of  hon.  Members — by  propos- 
ing that  those  who  were  absent  should 
be  reported  to  the  House — that  the  names 
of  every  hon.  Member  who  divided  should 
be  recorded  in  every  division  and  submit-* 
ted  to  the  House  also;  and  moreover, 
that  every  hon.  Member  should  state  his  rea- 
sons for  his  vole,  and  give  the  cause  which 
led  to  his  conviction.      The  propDMlion 


h,  Cookie 


1117 


Ctmmitee  oi 


of  bis  hon.  Friend  the  Member  foi 
Buckingham,  was  impracticable.  It 
would  be  impossible  for  one  Coramitlee  to 
decide  on  all  the  applications  berore  Par 
lianient,  Al  that  moment  there  were  nc 
less  than  fifty-aeven  schemes  for  railnays 
before  the  House,  or  in  various  stages 
progress — a  fact  which  needed  only  to 
known  to  prove  that  it  would  be  impossil 
for  any  set  of  men  to  report  singly  on 
them.  With  regard  to  the  proposilion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Middlesex,  he 
thought  it  might  be  considered  nest  Ses- 
sion ;  bnt  he  was  sure  it  would  be  any- 
thing but  an  advantage  to  the  public  tc 
consider  it  at  present.  As  far  as  selecting 
the  Committees  by  ballot  went,  he  would 
only  Buy,  that  when  the  time  consumed  in 
an  election  ballot  was  considered,  it  would 
be  anything  but  a  saving  of  it  to  adopt 
the  hon.  Member's  proposition.  With 
respect  to  appointing  a  separate  Committee 
for  each  Bill  he  should  simply  obserre, 
(hat  if  the  hon.  Member's  suggestion  were 
acceded  to,  of  baring  fifteen  or  twenty 
Members  to  each  Committee,  with  the 
present  number  of  Bills — fifty-seven — 
before  the  House,  BfiS  Members  would  be 
required  out  of  a  House  composed  of  658, 
When  all  these  things  were  considered  he 
was  sure  the  House  woald  agree  with  him 
that  the  Committee  had  acted  wisely  in 
recommending  no  alteration  at  present  in 
the  form  of  the  tiibunai.  If  in  the  course 
of  trial  the  system  suggested  by  them 
should  be  found  insuflicient  for  the  ends 
it  was  designed  to  secure,  then  it  would 
be  for  the  House  to  adopt  any  other  which 
would  be  likely  to  give  more  satisfaction. 
It  was  proposed  as  a  temporary,  not  as  a 
permanent  arrangement,  and  on  these 
grounds  he  supported  the  Resolutions. 

Mr.  Oeorge  F.  Voun^  said,  that  though 
the  Mouse  and  the  country  were  deeply 
indebted  to  the  Committee,  yet,  on  the 
grounds  adduced  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Middlesex,  he  was  bound  to  say,  he  thought 
their  Resolutions  did  not  give  entire  satis- 
faction. Neither  did  he  think  the  noble 
Lord'sdefence  then  partook  of  hisusualsuc- 
cess  in  matters  of  that  nature.  He  was 
of  opinion,  that  some  improvement  In  the 
constitution  of  the  tribunal  was  necessary ; 
and  as  it  was  important  to  the  public,  it 
should  be  effected  at  once.  With  so 
many  Bills  for  Railways  before  Parliament,  \ 
any  evil  which  might  result  from  imme-  [ 
dialely  doing  it,  would  be  overbalanced  them  away, 
by  the  good  it  would  produce.  "'     "  " 
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Mr.  Harvey  suggested,  that  a  mode  of 
meeting  the  difficulties  in  connexion  with 
the  question  of  railways,  would  be  to 
make  it  incumbent  on  projectors  to  submit 
their  several  plans  to  the  Home  Office  sit 
months  at  least  before  the  meeting  of  Par- 
liament, say,  on  the  I  st  of  August  in  each 
year  ;  and  also  lo  deposit  a  sum  of  money 
sufficient  to  defray  the  expense  of  engineers 
in  surveying  and  reporting  the  rcsnectivc 
lines  of  railway.  Government  would  ihus 
be  enabled,  at  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
to  point  out  to  the  House  those  plans 
which  were  most  feasible,  and  by  that 
means  a  great  saving  of  time  ant)  trouble 
to  the  House,  and  of  expense  to  the  parties, 
would  take  place.  In  his  opinion  the 
Resolutions  of  the  Committee  would  be 
productive  of  great  advantage,  though  he 
would  freely  admit  they  were  open  to  much 
comment  and  abjection.  But,  on  the 
whole,  it  were  better  that  any  further  pro- 
ceeding should  be  deferred  as  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  tribunal,  than  that  a  crude 
and  hasty  measure  should  be  adopted  by 
the  House.  The  hon.  Member  objected 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  noble  Lord,  the 
Member  for  Sussex,  on  the  ground  that 
there  were  indirect  influences,  equally,  if 
not  more  powerful,  than  the  direct  one  of 
being  a  registered  proprietor  or  share- 
holder; and  he  admitted  that  he  was  a 
shareholder  himself,  as  well  as  many  other 
hon.  Members  whom  he  could  name,  but 
denied  that  it  could  have  any  influence  on 
his  opinions.  Another  suggestion  which 
he  should  venture  to  make  was,  that  the 
Committee  should  not  hear  too  many 
Counsel ;  one  on  each  side  would  be 
enough,  and  it  would  save  time  and  expense 
to  hear  no  more.  If,  however,  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  noble  Lord  was  to  be  adopted, 
he  (Mr.  Harvey)  should  further  propose, 
that  no  hon.  Member  having  interest, 
direct  or  contingent,  in  railroads  should 
be  allowed  to  lake  part  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  Committee. 

Lord  George  Lennox  had  not  meant  to 
allude  personally  to  the  hon.  Member  ; 
and  he  must  state  that  neither  himself  nor 
any  Member  of  his  family  had  any  interest, 
contingent  or  direct,  in  any  line  of  railway 
before  Parliament. 

Oisborne  said,  that  he  was  a  pro- 
prietor of  shares  in  a  railway  speculation, 
id  that  nothing  which   had    been    said 

the  subject  should  induce  him  to  throw 


Sir  Robert   Peel—Sir,  tb«  diKUSsion 

■  ..dbyGoogle 


Ili^  Cmmutt*  M  fCOMUONS}  ffrVeyi.  1120 

beiL'n:  tbe  Howse  (DTolr»  cauerscf  coc-l  r^j^L-e  ab-iTs  :>?■  M^ci^>m  for  imOnMidg 
»!«■*':;;  icpofUEcc  lo  -.hi  p-:.-  v,  liJ  i=  ■  il:3e.     E  -i  tliri  i::  z.n-\tss  of  private 

ami  p^.^po.-tio[ii»  --tensL     t   !J^:,S-r-I  It.-.  '  "'" 

tbu  ill*  lw^:e  LcrJ  Lis  =:ii<  ;  -n  s:.  z^    i~^  .- 
jrxmt  f^:^x  CX'X  ia  t-'."r  -::"•-.;  -r  7-.  "^     -  '.^j  . 

d  :>;<*    i=;«*st    w    -.r.u     — -Uert    b.-;_^i.:    :   -.  —  •< 


r.l=r  : 

.  -H.:!,  «oald. 

■.'.=;  ■ 

zTZ  I J 

::t:^J.  dHBand 

:  M= 

=:bc7i 

:~F^.-p!ytLein 

:— --  : 

:^*. 

T-«    MTBbtCB 

■1   -■£ 

Ziz 

-.  b^  Ciikd  on 

--  ii= 

:c:^-- 

m  e;  the  t^I- 

.-  c-i- 

id=-:d 

reciired.  like 

ij.  ■!•:•.<. 

:c=; 

-M«.    1  TCpUl, 

3  az 

i'a   S.^is^a  to 

zrtSX-. 

13  a  aeauof 

er  iz^ 

.  fITl-lfWt  ««k' 

;;*  sTiua.    h 

i-*  c 

c-.zcz. 

::  ilii  £fUc« 

— .s^ 

:';;■»  : 

:-j3  tiwvbQb 

ii';o-,-?i   *    ■    «»■>.■.    N    •-,■■%  .■,■50  ..  ■«      «•.■,'„  ■   ,:■.•(. ^;i   :.\r-.T  XesLiK-^ 


Digitized  by  Vj003 IC 


1121 


Conmitlea  m 


{Hakcb  1} 


Sail»ay$. 


IKS 


it  have  been  introduced,  and  all  the  conae- 
qnent  expense  incurred,  on  the  faith  of  the 
existing  regulations ;  and  though  the 
Moiion  now  submitted  may  be  calculated 
to  effect  good  at  a  future  day,  it  would  be 
most  unfair  Id  introduce  it,  and  apply  it 
to  thoae  before  us.  Therefore,  being  quite 
inapplicable  to  the  existing  slate  of  private 
buiineis,  and  the  private  Bills  now  before 
the  House,  I  feel  myself  bound  to  oppose 
the  views  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Middle- 
sex. 

Viscount  &in (fan  nished  that  Commit- 
tees should  exerciRG  a  tubsequent,  as  well 
•■  a  pretious,  right  of  investigation  and 
control  over  railroad  affairs  by  the  exami' 
nation  of  engineers  and  others  concerned 
therein.  He  wished  also  to  remind  the 
Hoase  of  the  injury  likely  to  result  to  thi 
public  service  by  allowing  thoie  Companie 
to  exercise  an  tinlimiled  right  of  toll. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  agreed 
in  the  necessity  of  framing  some  protec- 
tion against  the  power  of  the  Directors  to 
institute  a  monopoly  of  price ;  for,  suppose 
ft  line  running  from  London  to  Bristol, 
it  would  be  very  desirable  to  engage  it  in 
the  service  of  the  Post-Office.  "' ' 
arrangement  would,  however,  throw  into 
the  hands  of  the  Company  a  powe 
charging  their  own  price,  in  reference  to 
which  it  would  be  not  unwise  in  the  Posl- 
Oflice  to  take  cere  that  the  country  should 
not  in  future  be  burtliened  thereby.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  adviiableio  introduce 
a  clause  in  favour  of  the  Post-Office  in 
the  general  regulations  applicable  to  each, 
compelling  these  Companies  to  ckrry  the 
mails  at  a  certain  fixed  rate — at  least  not 
permitting  Ihem  to  charge  the  Post-Office 
more  Uiau  they  charged  others  for  similar 
parcels. 

Mr.  Warburton  remarked,  that  it  had 
appeared  very  extraordinary  and  unac- 
countable to  behold  individuals  sitting  in 
Committee  to  consider  the  propriety  of  a 
railroad  in  which  they  were  themselves 
Proprietors  and  Directors.  He  would 
suggest  the  propriety  of  the  Chairman  of 
each  Committee  examining  every  individual 
who  took  a  part  in  the  investigation  or  ap- 
peared before  it,  touching  his  private 
interest  in  the  matter.  He  thought  there 
would  be  little  difficulty  in  striking  a  Com- 
mittee of  firteen  proper  individuals.  He 
would  lake  the  list  of  the  House  as  it  now 
stood,  and  make  Members  declare  whether 
they  would  act  or  not.  He  thought  Ilint 
on  any  occasion  thirty  or  forty  Members 
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might  be  found  ready  and  quite  inde- 
pendent, impartial,  andunobjeclionable  in 
every  point  of  view. 

Lord  Groni'ilfe&'nerfefwasunderstooil 
to  recommend  that  the  powers  of  investi- 
gation and  regulation  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  bestow  on  the  Committees,  should 
be  applicable  to  those  railroads  already 
established,  as  well  as  to  those  in  progress 
of  formation,  and  for  which  persons  were 
now  seeking  railroad  Bills  to  establish 

The  Speaker  read  the  following  reso- 
lutions, and  put  the  question  on  each 
seriatim  ;— 

1.  Resolved,  that  Committeeion  Railway 
Bills  do  inquire  into  the  following  maltcis, 
and  report  specially  thereupon,  when  they 
report  ihe  respeclire  Bills  to  the  House. 

Aa  ID  the  proposed  capital  of  the  Company 
formed  for  the  execution  of  the  project,  and 
the  amount  of  any  loans  which  lliey  may  be 
empowered  to  raise  under  lbs  provisions  of 
the  Bill  i  the  amount  of  shares  subscribed  for, 
and  the  deposits  paid  thereon,  Ihe  nrimes  and 
residences  of  Ihe  directors  or  provisional 
Committee,  with  the  amount  of  shares 
taken  by  each;  the  number  of  shareholders 
who  may  be  considered  as  having  a  local 
interest  in  the  line,  and  the  amount  of  capital 
subscribed  for  by  them,  and  the  number  of 
olhci  parties,  and  ihe  capital  taken  by  Ihero; 
a  statement  of  the  number  of  shareiiolders 
subscribing  for  2,000/.  and  upwards,  with 
their  names  and  residences,  and  the  amount 
Tor  which  they  have  subscribed. 

Tbe  sufficiency  or  insufficiency  for  agricul- 
tural, commercial,  manufacturing,  or  other 
purposes,  of  Ihe  present  means  of  conveyance, 
and  of  communication  between  the  proposed 
termini,  slalirg  the  present  amount  of  traffic 
by  land  or  water,  the  average  charges  made 
for  passengers  and  goods,  and  time  occupied. 

1  he  number  of  passengers,  and  the  weight 
and  description  of  the  goods  expected  upon 
the  proposed  railway. 

Tlie  amount  of  irjcorae  expected  to  arise 
from  the  conveyance  of  passengers  and  goods, 
and  in  what  proportion  ;  staling  also  generally 
the  description  of  goods  from  which  the 
largest  revenue  is  anticipated. 

Whether  the  proposed  railroad  be  a  com- 
plete and  integral  line  between  the  termim 
specified,  or  a  part  oF  a  more  extended  plan 

iw  in  contemplalion,  and  likely  to  be  hete- 

ler   submitted   to  Parliament,  and  to  what 

lent   the  calculations   of  remuneration   de- 

nd  on  such  contemplated  extension  of  the 

Whether  any,  and  what,  competing  lines  of 
fcilroad   there  are  eKisting,  and  whether  any, 
progress   or  contemplation  : 


I  respects  the  proposed  lio< 
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3.  lUsoWed,  that  this  House  nill  not  prO' 
ceed  with  the  further  consideralion  of  Report 
of  any  Bill,  until  it  has  received  from  ths 
"ommittee  specific  repliea  in  answer  la  each 
if  the  queilionE  contained  in  the  fortgeiDg 
reiolntioDg. 

3.  ResolTed,  that  the  Clerk  of  every  Com- 
mittea  on  a  Railway  Bill  do  take  down  the 
name  of  erery  Member  attending  the  Coin- 
miltee  on  each  day ;  and  if  any  division  shall 
take  place  in  the  Committee  opon  any  nf  the 
matters  which  the  Commillee  are  directed  to 
inquire  into  by  the  preceding  resolulion,  or 
upon  the  Special  Report  ia  respect  of  sucli 
matters,  the  Clerk  do  take  dovrn  the  name*  of 
Members  voting  in  any  such  division^  dii- 
ttnguishing  on  which  side  of  the  question  tbey 

ipcctiveiy  vote ;  and  that  such  Bills  bfi 
given  in  with  the  Report  to  this  House. 

4.  Resolved,  that  in  order  to  afford  time  for 
the  proper  discussion  oF  the  Reports  on  Rail- 
way Bills,  this  House  nil)  upon  every  Tueidky 
proceed  in  the  first  place  to  the  coosi deration 
of  reports  on  such  Billi;  provided,  however, 
that  three  or  more  such  Bills  have  been  re- 
ported, and  stand  for  further  consideration  of 

SessionnI  Order,  that  this  House  will  not 
receive  any  Report  of  any  Private  Bill  after 
Monday,  the  6th  day  of  June  neit  read. 

5.  Resolved,  that  with  regard  to  soch  Rail> 
roadi  as  are  classed  as  competing  Lines  of 
Railroad,  this  House  will  not  enlarge  the  time 
for  making  any  such  Report,  as  has  been  the 
practice  in  former  Sessions  of  Parliament; 
and  that  the  said  Order  be  peremptorily  en- 
forced in  (his  Session,iti  respect  of  Railway  BiBs. 

6.  Resolved,  that  when  any  Railway  KU 
has  been  read  the  second  time  and  committed, 
this  House  will  not  immediately  noraioale  the 
Committee,  but  appoint  some  future  day  Ibc 
such  nomination,  with  an  interval  of  at  least 
three  clear  days  between  the  day  of  the  secoitd 
reading  and  (he  day  for  the  oominatioa  of  the 

Resola  lions  agreed  to. 

Agricitltural  Distress.]  Mr.£afoM, 
In  rising  to  present  a  petition,  snid.  Sir,  I 
trust  the  House  will  grant  tne  tbeir 
indulgence  for  a  few  moments  while  I 
once  again  refer  to  the  extreme  difficul- 
ties which  now  prevail  in  presenting  pub- 
lic petitions.  I  have  received  a  most  im- 
portant petition  from  Cambridgeshire  and 
the  Isle  of  Ely,  and  although  I  am  at  thii 
momeni  so  uawell  that  my  medical  adviser 
desired  me  not  to  quit  my  bed,  still  I  con- 
ceived it  my  duty  to  the  petitioners  to  use 
every  means  in  my  power  to  present  their 
petition.  I  hold  in  my  faand  an  import- 
ant petition  ligned  by  a  very  numeroni, 
loyal,  and  most  respectable  body  of  the 
landowners  and  yeomanry  of  the  county 
of  Cambridge  and  Isle  of  Ely.  It  con- 
piiKB  Bigoatures  of  meo  of  eyery  political 


luperioT  or  inferior  to  tha  other  lines,  if  there 
be  any. 

I'o  state  what  planes  on  the  railway  are 
proposed  to  be  worked,  either  by  assistant 
engines,  stationary  or  locomotive,  with  the 
renpeciiTe  lengths  and  inclinatioDS  of  such 
planes. 

To  advert  to  any  peculiar  engineering  difli- 
cnlties  in  the  proposed  line,  and  (o  report  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  intended  they  should  be 
overcome. 

I'o  state  the  leneth,  breadth,  and  height, 
■nd  means  of  ventilation  of  any  proposed  tun- 
nels, and  whether  the  strata  through  which 
they  are  to  pass  are  favourable,  or  otherwise. 

To  Slate  whether,  in  the  lines  proposed, 
the  gradients  and  curves  are  generally  favour. 
able  or  otherwise,  and  the  steepest  gradient, 
exclusive  of  the  inclined  planes  above  referred 
to,  and  (he  smallest  radius  of  a  curve. 

To  state  (he  length  of  the  main  line  of  the 

Sroposed   line   of    the    railroad,   and   of    its 
ranches  respectively. 
To    stale    generally    the     fllneffiS    '"    >■> 
engineering  point  of  view,  of  the  projected 
line  of  railroad. 

If  it  be  intended  that  the  railroad  shouM 
pass  on  a  level  any  turnpike  road  or  highway, 
to  call  (he  particular  attention  of  the  House  to 
that  circumstance. 

To  stale  the  amount  of  (he  estimates  of  the 
cost  or  other  expenses  to  he  incurred  up  to 
the  time  of  the  completion  of  the  railway,  and 
whether  they  appear  to  be  supporied  by 
evidence,  and  to  be  fully  adequate  for  the 
purpose. 

'io  state  what  is  the  estimated  charge  of  the 
annual  expenses  of  the  railroad  when  com- 
pleted, ana  how  far  (he  calculations  on  which 
'  the  charge  is  estimated  have  been  sufficiently 

Whether  the  calculations  proved  in  evi- 
dence before  (he  Committee  have  satisfactorily 
established  that  the  revenue  is  likely  to  be 
Bufflcient  to  support  the  innual  charges  of  the 
maintenance  of  the  railroad,   and  stilt  allow 


I,  and  the  length  and  amounl  of 
properly  belonging  to  each  class  traversed  by 
tbe  said  railroad,  distinguishing  owners  from 
occupiers;  and,  in  the  case  of  any  Bill  to 
vary  ibe  original  line,  slating  the  above  parti- 
culars with  reference  to  such  parties  only  as 
may  be  affected  by  the  proposed  deviation. 

To  stale  the  name  or  names  of  the  engineers 
examined  in  support  of  the  Bill,  and  of^  those. 
If  any,  examined  in  opposition  to  it. 

To  state  the  main  allegation  of  any  pelilion 
or  pelitions  which  may  have  been  referred  to 
the  Committee,  in  opposition  lo  the  preamble 
of  the  Bill,  or  lo  any  of  its  clauses;  and 
whether  the  allegations  have  been  considerpd 
by  the  Committee,  and,  if  not  considered,  the 
cause  of  (heir  no(  having  been  so. 

To  stale,  io  addition,  any  circumstances 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  it  is 
deiuable  the  House  should  be  iofbnned  of. 
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to  baTe  been  murdered  by  the  administra- 
tion of  poison.  The  Coroner  postponed 
the  inquest  until  the  nent  day,  in  order  to 
give  time  for  tlie  petitioner  to  analyse  the 
.  of  the  stomach — an  operation 
which  occupied  him  for  several  hours  each 
day  for  several  days.  The  Jury  bad  ex- 
pressed their  gratitude  to  him  for  the 
trouble  he  bad  taken  and  the  skill  he  had 
exercised  on  the  occasion,  and  recom- 
mended the  parish  officers  to  compensate 
him  for  his  loss  of  time.  That  tea  guineas 
would  have  been  scarcely  sufficient  to  re- 
munerate him,  but  that  he  was  willing  to 
accept  of  ihree  guineas,  and  that  even  this 
moderate  sum  the  parish  officers  said  they 
had  no  power  to  give.  The  petitioner 
therefore  thought  that  the  Legislature 
ought  to  interfere  in  a  case  of  such  public 
importance. 

Several  other  petitions  had  been  pre- 
sented on  this  subject, 

Mr.  TVakley,  in  rising  to  ask  leave  of 
the  House  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  granting 
CDinpensation  to  medical  men  attending  as 
witnesses  at  Coroners*  inquests,  snid  tliat 
after  the  favourable  manner  in  which  the 
petitions  just  presented  to  the  House  upon 
this  subject  had  been  received,  he  should 
detain  the  House  only  a  very  few  minutes. 
In  the  Bill  that  was  brought  in  during  the 
last  Session  for  regulating  the  fees  of 
Coroners  a  clause  was  proposed  to  com- 
pensate medical  men,  but  the  clause  waa 
objected  to,  and  in  consequence  the  whole 
Bill  was  very  properly  rejected.  It  had 
been  asked,  why  should  medical  witnesses 
be  remunerated  any  more  than  any  other 
class  of  witnesses?  But  there  was  no 
analogy  in  the  cases.  Medical  men  at- 
tended professionally  at  inquests,  end  not 
as  mere  casual  persons  who  might  have 
chanced  to  witness  an  accident  by  which 
the  loss  of  life  was  caused.  The  duty, 
(oo,  of  medical  witnesses  on  those  occa- 
sions was  of  a  most  important  nature,  and 
often  attended  with  great  danger  to  them- 
selves, as  they  were  frequently  obliged  to 
occupy  twelve,  and  not  unfrequently  four- 
teen hours  in  a  poit  mortem  examiaation; 
and  yet  after  all  this  trouble,  hazard,  and 
loss  of  time,  the  Coroner  had  no  power  lo 
award  any  compensation.  He  looked 
upon  it  that  having  no  provision  of  this 
nature  for  such  services  waa  a  much 
greater  injury  to  the  public  than  it  was  to 
the  profession.  It  must  be  recollected 
that  the  Coroner's  Court  was  a  most  im- 
portant Court  It  was  not  only  one  of 
202 
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shade  of  opinion,  for  all  alike  unite  in 
seeking  for  redress  and  justice  in  their 
present  embarrassed  and  almost  hopeless 
state.  The  grievances  which  have  long 
weighed  so  heavily  upon  the  agricultural 
classes  of  this  land,  now  press  with  such 
extreme  severity  upon  all  connected  with 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  that  I  have 
great  reason  to  believe  and  fear  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  rent  of  England  is 
paid,  not  from  the  profits  of  the  farmers, 
Dut  from  the  little  capital  amassed  by 
honest  industry  in  better  times;  and  that 
this  resource  is  now  exhausted.  I  beg  to 
submit  to  the  House  that  the  distress  of 
this  part  of  the  community  is  felt  with  ad- 
ditional pressure  by  the  honest  and  indus- 
trious labourer;  and  1  must  say,  that  the 
patient  and  hard-working  husbandmen  are 
most  deserving  of  the  public  sympathy 
and  assistance.  It  it  my  duty  to  inform 
the  House  that  the  petitioners  have  fre- 
quently preferred  their  most  humble  peti- 
tions to  this  honourable  House,  in  the 
hope  that  they  would  be  deemed  worthy 
the  consideration  of  the  Legislature;  and 
they  again  entreat  the  attcution  of  the 
House  to  their  just  demands;  that- they 
are  in  full  hopes  (hat  their  distress  (which 
must  be  admitted  by  all)  may  be  alle- 
viated by  the  intervention  of  Parliament; 
but  hitherto,  unhappily,  little  or  no  relief 
bas  been  afforded  lo  them,  I  now  con- 
gratulate the  petitioners  and  the  country 
on  the  appoinliaent  of  an  Agricultural 
Committee  within  these  walls,  which,  al- 
though not  composed  as  fully  at  I  could 
have  hoped,  of  a  larger  proporlion  of  the 
representatives  of  strictly  agricultural 
counties,  will  still,  I  most  sincerely  trust, 
do  justice  to  the  humble  and  distressed 
farmer,  and  not  only  investigate  the  causes 
of  this  general  calamity,  but  devise  sor 
salutary  measures  to  prevent  the  recu 
renceof  it  for  the  future.  I  now  beg 
submit  that  the  petition  be  read,  and  su 
tnitted  for  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Agricultural  Committee. 
Agreed  to.    Pelitton  referred. 

Rehoneration   to   Medical   Men 
AT  Ihquests.]      Mr.  Wilit  presented    a 

Eitition  from  a  medical  gentleman  named 
irker,)nfavourof  the  measure  for  gran  ting 
compensation  to  medical  men  attending  as 
witnesses  on  Coroners'  Inquests.  The  pe- 
titioner stated,  that  on  the  2?d  of  July, 
1834,  he  made  apost  mortem  examination 
of  ths  body  of  1  peraon  w lio  was  supposed 
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the  mo>t  ancient,  but  it  wai  the  only 
Court  in  which  the  people  had  the  election 
of  their  own  Judge.  In  all  cases  where 
the  cause  of  the  losa  of  life  was  involved 
in  any  doubt  or  mystery  reports  were  often 
circulated  injurious  to  individuals,  and  it 
was  the  evidence  of  medical  men  alone 
thai  could,  by  a  post  mortem  examinalion 
of  the  body,  give  satisfaction  to  the  public 
mind.  Wiililn  a  very  short  period  several 
lives  had  been  lost  under  circumstances 
which  could  only  be  explained  by  men 
Bcquainted  with  medical  science.  He 
alluded  to  those  unfortunate  persons  who 
had  been  destroyed  by  the  use  of  qu^tclc 
medicines,  and  he  lamented  to  aay,  that 
never  in  tiie  history  of  this  country  was 
quacking  so  general  or  successful  as  it  was 
at  present,  chiefly  owing  to  the  encourage- 
ment it  received  by  adveitisements  in 
newspapers.  He  thought  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  interfere,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  interfere  to  prevent,  at 
leasl,  the  circulation  of  tliosequaclcmedi- 
cines  under  the  sanction  or  a  Government 
Stamp.  At  an  inquest  which  had  lately 
been  held,  arising  out  of  the  use  of  those 
medicines,  the  ends  of  justice  would  have 
been  defeated  if  the  attendance  of  medical 
men  could  not  have  been  procured.  When 
the  House  saw  the  great  importance  of  the 
question  to  the  public  interests,  he  was 
fure  they  would  not  refuse  to  grant  the 
■light  remuneration  that  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  satisfy  medical  men.  Having 
thus  shortly  stated  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  he  would  not  detain  the  House  long- 
er, but  reserve  the  details  for  the  Com- 
mittee. He  should  conclude  by  moving 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  provide  for 
the  claims  of  medical  witnesses  at  Coro- 
ners' Inquests. 

The  Attorney-General  said,  he  was  fa- 
vourable to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  and  httd 
DO  doubt  that  it  would  prove  a  useful  mea- 
sure. He  hoped,  however,  that  the  hon. 
Member  would  guard  ag'ainst  the  provi- 
aions  of  the  Bill  being  converted  intnjobs, 
by  enabling  Coroners  to  cell  in  aome  me- 
dical friend  with  a  view  to  entitling  him  to 
compensation. 

Mr.  Warbvrton  supported  the  motion, 
and  hoped  that  the  Bill  would  provide  for 
the  payment  of  medical  men,  not  only  as 
witnesses  but  also  for  any  operation  they 
might  be  called  on  to  perform,  with  a  vipw 
to  ascertaining  ihe  canse  of  death.  It  must 
take  a  considerable  lime  to  analyse  a  poi- 
son, and  ID  enable  a  man  to  do  so  he  must 
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have  a  knowledge  of  all  poisons,  and 
surely  a  man  ought  to  be  paid  for  his 
skill  and  trouble.  The  ends  of  justice 
would  be  deflated  if  medical  men  refused 
to  attend  and  give  their  evidence. 

Sir  George  Strickland  supported  th« 
motion;  but,  as  the  charge  of  remunera- 
tion must  fall  on  the  county  rate,  he  hoped 
the  remuneration  would  be  as  low  as  pos- 
sible. He  well  knew  the  liberality  of  the 
medical  profession,  and  he  was  sure  that 
they  would  be  satisfied  with  a  very  low 
rate  of  compensation, 

Mr.  Wakley,  in  answer  to  an  observation 
made  by  an  hon.  Member,  be^ed  to 
observe  that  a  Coroner  might  desire  the 
overseers  to  have  a  medical  man  in  at- 
tendance, but  at  the  same  time  the  medi- 
cal man  might  refuse.  He  could  not  in 
case  of  refusal,  be  proceeded  against  for 
contempt  of  court.  He  hoped  the  Attor- 
ney-General would  pay  some  atten- 
tion to  the  progress  of  the  Bill,  and  sug. 
gesl  such  amendments  as  his  professional 
experience  would  enable  him  to  recom- 
mend in  it.  He  understood  there  was  in 
Ireland,  under  the  Grand  Jury  law,  a  great 
deal  of  jobbing  in  the  selection  of  medical 
meif  to  attend  at  inquests. 

Leave  was  given. 

TiTRNPtEE  Tolls.]  Mr.  Mackinnon 
rose  for  the  purpoae  of  moving  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Committee  to  inquire  into 
ihe  subject  of  Tolls.  It  would  be  similai 
in  its  object  to  a  motion  of  his  last  Session. 
His  motion  was  granted  at  that  time;  but 
it  fell  to  the  ground  on  the  change  of  Go- 
vernment. The  object  he  then  proposed 
was  the  consolidation  of  turnpike  trasts. 
Subsequently,  however,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Perth  brought  in  a  similar  Bill,  and  it 
proved  of  great  advantage.  What  he 
meant  now  to  propose  for  investigation  by 
a  Committee  was  whether  it  would  not  ba 
desirable  to  provide  for  the  keeping  up  of 
highways  by  some  other  kind  of  revenue 
than  by  tolls.  He  believed  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  was  npt  disposed  to 
agree  with  him  in  the  application  of  any 
otherspeciesof  revenue  to  this  object  than 
that  already  provided.  The  present  mode 
of  raising  the  money  by  tolls  was  a  most 
injurious  one,  and  in  that  opinion  the 
Lords'  Committee  agreed  with  him,  A 
post  carriage  duty,  or  a  horse  and  carriage 
duty,  would  be  far  preferable.  The  ex- 
pense and  inconvenience  of  the  pres  nt 
mode  of  collection  was  very  great.     The 
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hon.  Member  concluded  b;  moving;  for  the 
appointment  of  the  Committee. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  aa'id, 
this  subject  came  rather  within  the  tlc- 
partment  of  hia  noble  Friend  (Lofd  J. 
Russell)  than  his.  He  wished  the  motion 
to  be  so  drawn  up  as  not  to  commit  the 
House, directly  or  indirectly,  to  any  opinion 
upon  the  subject.  He  was  not  disposed 
to  concur  in  the  principle  which  the  mo- 
tion seemed  to  involve,  that  the  State  was 
to  furnish  the  money.  If  they  did  so,  of 
course  it  must  be  under  the  administration 
of  the  state.  He  saw  some  difficulties, 
but  he  had  no  objection  that  the  subject 
should  be  inquired  into. 

Committee  appointed. 

The  Republic  of  Cii,tcow.]  Sir 
Stratford  Canmng  said :  I  am  anxious  to 
take  the  liberty  of  calling  the  attention  of 
(he  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
AfTairs  to  a  letter  which  appeared  in  one 
of  the  public  prints  to  day  respecting  an 
interference  that  has  taken  place  on  the 
part  of  the  Austrian,  Russian,  and  Prussian 
Governments  in  the  Slate  of  Cracow.  I 
will  take  the  liberty  of  reading  the  state- 
ment to  which  I  refer: — "  Cracow,  Feb. 
18. — A  corps  of  the  troops  of  the  three 
protecting  Powers  entered  the  city  and 
territory  of  the  republic  yesterday,  under 
the  command  of  the  Austrian  General 
K&ufinann  von  Frauensteinberg,  to  enforce 
the  demand  of  the  Powers  made  to  our  re- 
public, became,  as  the  General  says  in  a 
proclamation,  this  demand  has  not  been 
complied  with  by  the  Government  of  Cra- 
cow, notwithstanding , the  means  gratui- 
tously offered  [u  it.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  proclamation  he  says, '  Meantime  the 
operations  of  the  administrative  and  ju- 
dicial authorities  of  the  republic  eitperience 
no  interruption  :  of  course,  however,  they 
are  subordinate  to  the  military  authority 
in  the  measures  that  relate  to  the  public 
ufety  and  the  clearing  of  the  territory  of 
the  republic."  A  secoud  proclamation  en- 
joins those  individuals  not  natives  of  the 
republic,  who,  in  the  capacity  of  officers, 
subalterns,  or  privates  in  the  former  Polish 
army,  or  who  in  any  manner  took  an  active 
part  in  the  late  Polish  revolution,  to  quit 
the  territory  witbio  the  time  of  six  days, 
tn  the  manner  already  staled,  with  the 
threat  of  severe  punishment  for  them,  and 
those  who  may  harbour  and  conceal  them, 
even  such  as  have  been  admitted  into  tbe 
civil  or  military  service  of  the  republic,  or 


have  acquired  the  rights  ofcitizeni."  Upon 
reading  this,  I  cannot  help  calling  to  mind 
one  of  [he  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  of 
Vienna ;  in  the  9th  Article  of  that  Treaty 
the  States  of  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia 
undertake  to  respect  the  Slate  of  Cracow 
and  its  territory,  ar.d  that  it  shall  not  be 
interfered  with.  This  probably  is  not  the 
proper  occasion  for  me  to  go  into  the 
matter,  I  will,  thereTore,  simply  ask  the 
noble  Lord  whether  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment has  received  any  informaiion  similar 
to  that  which  I  have  read;  and  if  so, 
whether  it  is  their  intention  to  take  any 
notice  of  the  transaction? 

Viscount  Palmertton:    His    Majesty's 
Government  have  '     '  ~  ■  ■ 

account  of  the  em 
the  three  Powers  ii 
received  official 
having  taken  place 
of  the  three  Powe 
Senate  of  that  St 
sidents   of 
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At  the  same  lime  I  do  not  think  it  e 
together  improbable  that  the  Austrian 
troops  have  entered  the  place.  At  first 
ight  this  might  appear  to  be  an  infraction 
of  the  whole  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna  al- 
luded to  by  ray  right  hon.  Friend,  but,  of 
course,  I  am  not  now  prepared  to  give  an 
ipinion  on  the  subject.  In  answer  to  the 
question  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  1  will 
ily  say,  that  of  course  this  iji  a  matter  to 
which  the  Government  will  direct  its  at- 
tention; but  the  House  cannot  expect  mo 
to  state  what  stfps  the  Government  might 
'  em  it  expedient  to  take. 

Tee  Mauritiitb.^  Mr  Borthmkk' 
Sir,  the  matter  to  which  I  am  now  shortly 
about  to  direct  the  attentiort  of  tlie  Huuw, 
B,  which  in  itself  is  so  very  important 
both  to  tbe  national  character,  and  to  the  co- 
lonial interests  generally,  that  I  must  entreat 
that  indulgence  of  the  House  which  it  it 
wont  to  extend  to  humble  and  little  expe- 
rienced Members,  when  venturing  to  ob- 
trude themselves  upon  their  attention  on 
matters  of  such  vital  consideration. 

Sir,  in  the  course  of  the  last  Session,  . 
several  motions  were  placed  upon  the 
books  of  the  House,  relative  to  the  state  of 
the  Mauritius ;  and  several  hon.  and 
learned  Gentlemen  of  great  experience, 
stated,  from  time  to  time,  their  intention  of  - 
bringing  the  subject  before  the  House,  and 
dmoBt  as  frequently  they  were  postponed, 
till  on  the  l3th  August  the  question  was 
hy  the  bon.  and  leanied  Member  for  Lit- 
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keard  (C.  Buller)  potttponed  nne  die. 
an  early  period  of  the  present  Setwim),  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Bath  (Mr. 
Roebuck)  brought  under  the  coniideratlon 
of  the  House  the  state  of  that  Island,  as  it 
regarded  the  adimnUtratiiin  of  justice,  and 
although  under  that  bead  he  certainly  di. 
rected  the  attention  of  the  House 
state  of  the  slaTe-popuhition,  yet  it  would 
appear  that  the  srounds  upon  which  hi: 
motion  was  based ,  were  too  narrow  tc 
Justify  an  inquiry,  turning  as  it  did  too 
much  upon  personal,  individual  considera- 
tions, relating,  indeed,  to  persons,  pcrhap! 
there  of  great  consequence  and  importance, 
but  still  relating  to  persons,  who,  Low- 
ever  important  they  might  be  in  their  situ- 
ations, were  to  this  House  of  no  moment  al 
all,  as  a  foundation  for  inquiry.  I  did  not 
TOte  therefore  for  the  motion  of  the  hon, 
and  learned  Member  for  Bath,  any  more 
than  I  should  have  voted  for  the  motion  of 
die  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Liskeard, 
if  it  had  been  based  upon  grounds  so  nar- 
row and  unimportant. 

Sir,  it  ia  my  object,  in  pursuance  of  the 
notice  which  I  have  given,  to  biing  the 
subject  before  the  House, — not  upon  con- 
siderations arising  from  the  treatment 
which  individuals  may  have  experienced 
officially  in  the  Isle  of  France ; — not  upon 
considerations  arising  from  any  party 
feeling, — I  stand  here  the  representative  of 
no  interest — white,  or  black,  or  brown; — 
but  as  the  humble  advocate  of  justice 
even-handed,  equal  justice,  to  all;  1  stand 
here  as  the  advocate  of  the  honour  of  the 
country,  as  it  re^rds  colonial  interests, 
and  of  justice  to  the  Mauritius,  as  it  re- 
gards its  reiatiiin  to  the  mother  country. 

Sir,  in  the  year  1826,  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, which  had  been  appointed  by  the 
House,  to  "  inquire  whether  the  slave 
trade  was  prevailing  at  the  Mauritius,  to 
what  extent,  and  the  causes  of  it,  and  to 
report  thereon  to  the  House;" — which 
Committee  was  empowered  to  report  the 
minutes  of  evidence  taken  before  them, 
agreed  to  the  following  Report :  "  From 
the  late  period  at  which  your  Committee 
was  appointed,  it  has  been  impracticable  to 
conduct  more  than  a  partial  investigation  of 
this  very  important  inquiry.  Your  Com- 
mittee is  therefore  unable  in  the  present 
atate  of  the  proceedings,  to  do  mora  than 
report  the  minutes  of  evidence  taken  be- 
fore your  Committee ;  feeling  it  their  duty 
to  add,  that  they  consider  it  as  yet  prema- 
ture to  suggest  any  opinion,  Tbeae  mi- 
nutes of  evidence  will  hereafter  be  made 
fivftilable  to  such  purpoMa  as  PwUtswot 


may  deem  necessary.  Your 
have  learnt  with  satisfaction,  that  tbe 
Colonial  Government  baa  manifested  a 
desire  to  furnish  the  means  of  pnwe- 
cuting  and  brining  to  a  close  the  inquiry 
in  which  your  Committee  have  been  en- 


„'ged." 

Sir,  those  minutes  of  evidencCj  though 
laid  upon  the  Table  of  this  House,  were 
never  printed ;  and  to  this  moment  we  are 
without  the  means  of  reference  to  them, 
ihey  having  been  destroyed  by  the  Iste 
unfortunate  fire,  by  which  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  were  consumed-  I  must  n  treat 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  wide 
difference  which  exists  between  the  relations 
of  this  counti;  to  the  Mauritius,  and  its 
obligations  to  that  Island,  and  those  which 
exist  between  it  and  any  other  of  its  colo- 
nial possessions. 

Mr.  Jervis.  Sir,  I  move  that  the  House 
be  counted. 

The  House  was  accordingly  counted,  and 
there  being  forty  Members  present; 

Mr.  Borthwick  continued  his  speech.— 
After  a  lapse  of  some  minutes 

Mr.  Rigby  Wason  agiun  moved  that  the 
House  be  counted  :  lyhen  there  appearing 
only  thirty  Members  present,  the  House 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Wednetday,  March  2,  1835. 

HiHDTit.]     PMmvu  ymtawd.     Bjr  Iti.  R.  Walucs, 
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t  of  the  Paoi-IAV-Anmdinvt  Asl — Bj  CohlMl 
BLtHOTOHiortMr.  WiluahHilu,  fnaa  Nhv. 
if  Plun.  for  UiE  BMUr  RcgitlniiaD  of  Vocoi.— Bj 


Uie  um*.  Mr.  Satv  I.>nviia,  Hi.  ELniuimiid,  Mi. 
t-iw  HoDon,  udtwDatlwrMitHniu,  fRim  k  NumbK 
of  [>lKW,  igiliiit  Ih*  Addmcail  I>utT  on  Splill  LLmhm. 

Registration  or  Electors.]  Mr. 
Miles  presented  a  Petition  from  tbe 
Electors  of  a  Hundred  in  East  Somerset, 
complaining  that  by  the  decisioa  of  iha 
Revising  Barristers  there,  they  had  beaa 
disfranchised,  though  in  every  respect 
entitled  to  the  right  of  voting.  This  pe- 
tition was  only  one  of  a  class,  as  his  hon. 
colleague  wasintrusted  with  agreat  number 
of  petitions  from  the  same  division  of 
the  county,coDUining  the  sane  com  i^ainti, 
ladesd,  •«  complete  and  general  bftd  bim 
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tha  disf ranch iieroent  of  the  electors  in 
that  county  in  consequence  of  the  decision 
alluded  to,  that  he  thought  a  clause  should 
be  introduced  into  the  Registry  Bill  at 
present  before  the  House,  with  an  ex  pott 
facto  operation,  so  as  (o  make  the  list  of 
1834  answer  there.  Not  less  thflo  1,200 
qualified  electors  bad  been  disfranchised 
by  the  decision  of  the  Revising  Barristers 
in  that  county.  The  case  lo  which  the 
present  petition  referred  was  this  : — One 
overseer  signed  the  list,  and  he  took  it  to 
the  other  overseer  to  put  his  signature  to 
it.  The  latter  not  being  able  at  the  time, 
owing  to  illness,  to  write  his  name,  re- 
qaested  his  brother  overseer  to  do  it  for 
him,  which  be  accordingly  did  in  his  pre- 
sence and  by  his  authority.  When  the 
list  came  before  the  Revising  Barristers, 
they  asked  the  usual  question  of  the 
overseers,  namely,  whether  their  signatures 
were  in  their  handwriting,  and  as  one  of 
them  was  obliged  to  answer  in  the  nega- 
tive, they  rejected  the  list. 

Mr.  Gore  Laugton  hoped  that  the  House 
would  do  something  to  remedy  the  serious 
grievance  of  which  the  electors  of  East 
Somerset  had,  in  this  instance,  to  complain. 
He  had  been  intrusted  with  scTeral  peti- 
tions from  a  large  portion  of  his  constitu- 
ents, complaining  of  this  grievance.  The 
petitions  came  from  electors  well  qualified, 
both  by  property  and  intelligence,  to 
possess  the  right  of  voting,  and  who,  hy 
the  decision  alluded  to,  had  been  all 
disfranchised.  The  hon.  Member  then 
presented  several  petitions  from  places  in 
the  eastern  division  of  Somersetshire,  com- 
plaining of  the  effect  of  that  decision. 

Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 


AoRicDLTURAL  DISTRESS  IN  SCOT- 
IA AVD.]  Ml.  Sttwart  Mackemie,OD\>Teitnt- 
ing  a  Petition  from  the  proprietors  and  oc- 
cupiers of  land  in  the  counties  of  Ross  and 
Cromarty,  said,  that  it  was  signed  by 
many  very  respectable  landlords,  and  by  a 
numerous  body  oftenanlry,  many  of  whom 
are  payiug  rent  varying  in  amount  from 
6001.  to  1,200/.  a-year.  I  learn.  Sir,  that 
copies  of  this  petition  have  been  forwarded 
to  the  noble  Marquess,  the  Member  for 
Buckinghamshire,  who  takes  so  deep  an 
interest  in  the  agricultural  question,  and 
to  several  Members  connected  with  that 
part  of  Scotland  from  which  it  comes.  1 
should,  perhaps,  content  myself  by  having 
this  petition  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
Houw,  and  mgved  that  it  be  refeired  to 
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the  Select  Committee  on  Agricultural 
Distress,  without  detaining  the  House  with 
any  observations  of  my  own  upon  thii 
most  important  and  interesting  topic,  but 
I  deem  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  my  constituents 
to  cell  the  attention  of  this  House  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petition,  which,  while  it 
points  out  to  the  Legislature  the  state  of 
general  distress  throughout  the  kingdom 
among  the  cultivators  of  the  soil,  prays 
this  House  that  inquiry  should  be  insti- 
tuted into  the  special  causes  of  distress 
affeclinglhe  agriculture  of  Scotland,  which 
the  petitioners  assume  and  declare  to  bs 
essentially  different  from  those  causes 
which  depress  either  the  English  or  the 
Irish  agriculturist.  1  am  not  one  of  those 
persons  who  anticipate  any  great  practical 
benefit  from  the  inquiry  of  the  Select 
Committee  recently  appointed  by  the 
House;  neither  am  I  one  of  those  who 
expect  to  witness  a  third  experiment  upon 
the  monetary  standard  of  value  in  this 
country,  unless,  indeed,  under  tbe  urgent 
necessity  of  war,  after  the  fearful  results 
which  flowed  from  the  interference  with 
that  standard  in  the  years  1797  and  1819. 
I  may  add,  that  I  am  very  much  disposed 
to  come  to  the  conclusion  enforced  in  the 
Report  from  the  Select  Committee  of 
Agriculture,  which  sat  in  the  year  1833, 
that  "contracts,  prices,  and  labour,  have 
a  strong  natural  tendency  to  adjust  them 
selves  to  the  value  of  money  once  estab- 
lished ;"  but  I  fear  the  hope  expressed  in 
that  same  Report,  "  that  the  balance  may 
be  restored,  which  will  give  to  farming 
capital  its  fair  return,"  is  not  !b  progress 
of  being  soon  realized.  Thatsame  Report, 
after  examining  several  witnesses  from 
Scotland,  declared,"  that  the  farmer,  upon 
the  whole,  appeared  to  have  suffered  lest 
in  Scotland  than  in  England  from  the  fall 
of  prices;  and  that  corn-rents,  which  have 
lately  come  into  more  general  use  in  Scot- 
land, protect  the  tenantry  under  lease  from 
the  effects  of  a  falling  market."  I  do  not 
complain  of  this  rather  meagre  allusion  to 
the  state  of  Scotch  agriculture  in  the  Re- 
port of  1833;  hut  1  think  that  1  am  in 
consequence  the  more  justified  in  pressing 
upon  the  House  the  necessity  of  inquiring 
into  those  special  causes  of  agricultural 
depression,  which  (if  to  them  dtelress  be 
to  be  attributed)  have  continued  in  full 
operation  up  to  the  present  time;  for  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  the  Scotch  agricul- 
turist lives  more  economically,  cultivates 
with  not  l«si  «kiU  nor  lesi  ecooomy  tbaq 
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the  English  farmer,  under 
lease  of  considerable 
the  explanation  of  this  c 


r  the  benelit  of  a 
;  so  ihat 

intinued  deprcs- 
■bn  becomes  more  difficult,  unless  it  is  to 
be  contended  that  anew  adjustment  of  his 
covenant  with  the  landlord  is  tlie  only 
legitimate  source  of  relief  which  presents 
itself  to  the  Scotch  farmer.  Believing, 
bowever,  as  I  do,  that  a  general  reduction 
of  rents  throughout  Scotland,  of  from 
twenty-6ye  to  thirty-five  per  cent,  has 
already  taken  place  within  the  last  twenty 
years,  inquiry  becomes  more  urgently 
called  for,  to  ascertain  the  special  cause 
of  the  grievance  of  which  the  agriculturist 
complains,  I  take  this  opportunity  of 
adverting  to  one  burden  which  applies  to 
all  Scotland,  equally  lo  many  of  the  north- 
ern counties  of  Endand;  perhaps,  with 
few  exceptions,  to  the  farmers  throughout 
the  kingdom  generally — I  allude  to  the 
tax  upon  agricultural  seeds,  clover,  tares, 
and  linseed,  which  may  be  considered  as 
part  of  the  raw  materials,  if  I  may  use 
the  term,  required  for  the  farmer's  manu- 
facture. A  duty  of  20s.  per  hundred, 
which  is  levied  upon  all  clover-seeds  im- 
ported, operates  injuriously,  by  enhancing 
the  price  of  both  the  home-grown  as  well 
as  the  imported  seed;  and  frequently 
induces  the  farmer  to  use  that  vhich  is  of 
inferior  quality,  from  being  imperfectly 
ripened  at  home,  being  sold  at  a  somewhat 
lower  price  than  the  imported  article.  It 
is  tme  that  a  few  of  the  counties  of  Eng- 
land produce  clover-seed  to  n  consider- 
able extenU;  but  if  the  foreign  importer 
can  aSbrd  to  the  agriculturist  a  superior 
article  at  a  lower  price,  the  repeat  of  the 
duties  on  these  seeds  would  bs  directly 
beneficial  lo  all  concerned  in  agriculture. 
The  average  amount  of  duty  for  the  last 
three  years  is  about  56,000^.  per  annum  on 
clover-seed,  affecting  directly  those  parts 
of  the  country  where,  in  ordinary  seasons, 
audi  seeds  cannot  be  ripened.  It  may 
also  b::  mentioned,  that  the  duty  precludes 
the  import  of  many  kinds  of  agricultural 
seeds,  I  trust  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer mny  be  able  to  afford  this  relief 
to  the  agriculturist  of  Scotland  and  of  the 
other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  ;  and 
1  feel  confident  of  the  support  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend,  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  in  urging  the  necessity  to  relieve 
this  imported  article,  as  he  has  himself 
done  >o  much  in  relieving  all  raw  materi- 
als from  Mvere  and  excessive  import  dudes. 
No  doubt,  wj  meaauie*  of  relief  to  the 


farmers  generally  can  avail  Utile,  except 
that  of  proportioning  the  rent  more  nearly 
lo  the  price  of  produce,  and  which  can 
only  be  gradual,  and  arise  from  a  conven- 
tional arrangement  between  landlord  and 
tenant ;  but  while  the  English  farmer  will 
be  benefited  by  the  amendment  of  the  poor- 
laws,  by  the  diminution  of  payment  of 
county  and  local  rates,  by  the  still  more 
beneficial  measure  of  commutation  of 
tithes — of  all  which  measures  1  cordially 
congratulate  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  both 
upon  the  adoption  and  success,  up  to  this 
time;  while  Ireland  is  increasing  raoidly 
in  the  quality  of  its  agricultural  proaoce, 
and  supplying  the  markets  of  England— 
almost  to  the  detriment  of  the  English 
farmer— it  makes  it  the  more  imperative 
upon  me,  and  those  who  are  connected 
with  the  agricultural  interest  in  Scotland, 
to  endeavour  to  satisfy  the  complaints  of 
our  countrymen,  by  exhibiting  a  prompt 
and  rearly  desire  to  investigate  the  causes 
that  they  believe  injuriously  affect  the 
BgricuUural  interests  of  lhat  part  of  the 
empire.  I  have  to  apologize.  Sir,  for  this 
long  intrusion ;  but  1  hope  that  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject  will  plead  with  the 
House,  and  that  I  shall  receive  ill  in- 
dulgence. 

Mr.  Robeyt  Fergvton  warmly  supported 
the  petition,  so  far  as  respected  the  removal 
of  the  duty  upon  agricultural  seeds,  clover, 
tares,  and  linseed,  which  imposed  a  very 
unjust  burden  upon  the  general  mass  of 
the  agriculturists  of  this  country.  This 
imposition  affects  every  part  of  the  country, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  of  the  southern 
counties,  where  tlie  superiority  of  the 
climate  allows  the  seeds  to  come  lo  ma- 
turity ;  and  was  most  severely  felt  in  the 
great  agricultural  county  which  he  repre- 
sents, in  which  it  operated  as  a  severe  tax 
once  in  each  of  the  regular  rotations  of 
cropping. 

The  New   Poor-Law,]     Mr,  JTein;! 

K resented  a  Petition  from  a  large  body  of 
is  constituents  at  Lewes,  complaining  of 
the  operation  of  certain  clauses  in  the  Poor- 
law-Amendment  Act.  The  petitionera 
were  very  anxious  that  every  relief  should 
be  given  to  the  rate-payers,  but  they  were 
also  anxious  that  nothing  should  be  done 
to  press  with  unnecessary  severity  isainst 
the  interests  and  feelings  of  the  nnfortn- 
nale  paupers.  The  petitioners  objected  to 
several  clansei  in  the  Act ;  ihey  objected 
alto  (0  the  conduct  of  tbo  AMataot  Poor- 
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law  Cotnminioner  at  Lewes,  and  regretted 
that  he  had  not  made  himself  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  wants  and  feelings  of 
the  pauper  population,  but  had  contented 
bimself  with  the  information  derived  from 
partisans  in  that  part  of  the  country.  Of 
the  conduct  of  Uiat  gentleman  he  (Mr. 
Kemp)  coutd  not,  of  course,  be  any 
judge:  but  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to 
move  that  the  petition  be  laid  on  the  Table. 
With  respect  to  the  clauses  of  the  Act  to 
which  objections  were  made  by  these  peti- 
tioner!, the  most  prominent  were  those 
relating  to  bastardy.  They  complained  of 
the  hardship  which  the  unfortunate  mother 
wBi  now  exposed  to.  because  under  tlie 
old  law  either  the  father  or  the  parish  was 
bound  lo  provide  for  the  child,  and  the 
consequence  was,  that  the  parish  sought 
the  father,  and  compelled  a  provision ;  but 
now  the  guardians  were  not  bound  to  look 
to  any  provision  being  made;  so  that 
many  persons  of  great  respectability 
eccaped  the  charge  of  supporting  their 
ille^timate  children,  and  the  burden  fell 
upon  the  mother.  The  petitioners  also 
objected  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  being 
in  all  cases  controlled  by  orders  emanating 
from  the  Board  of  Commissioners  in  Loo- 
don,  and  particularly  as  to  the  quantity  of 
provisions  to  be  allowed  to  the  paupers. 
Another  circumstance  that  the  petitioners 
complained  of  was,  that  sufficient  atten- 
tion was  not  paid  to  the  education  of  the 
children  that  were  taken  from  their  poor 
parents  and  put  into  separate  workhouses. 
They  also  objected  to  the  clause  which 
allowed  of  the  separation  of  the  husband 
and  wife.  He  recollected  that,  in  the 
course  of  the  debates  which  took  place  on 
that  clause,  it  was  asserted  that  no  such 
thing  as  the  separation  of  husband  and 
wife  could  occur  under  the  operation  of 
iheBill;  butsuchcases  had  occurred.  A 
Bill,  giving  such  important  powers  to  the 
parochial  authorities,  ought  to  provide 
proper  restrictions  over  the  persons  exer- 
cising such  powers.  The  petitioners  point- 
ed out  certain  remedies  for  the  removal  of 
the  objections  entertniaed  by  them  ;  and, 
particularly,  they  thought  that  the  elected 
gtiardlans  of  the  poor  should  hare  their 
powers  somewhat  extended,  so  as  in  par- 
ticular cages  they  might  be  enabled  to 
afford  relief  out  of  doors.  The  petitioners 
also  snggested  that  rate-payers  should  not 
be  allowed  a  plurality  of  votes,  but  that 
the  guardians  should  be  elected  by  each 
rute-psyer  ))«nng  a  tiogle  vote.    Tbey 
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likewise  thought  thet  the  elected  guardians 
ought  not  to  have  their  decisions  liable  to 
be  counteracted  by  the  introduction  of  an 
ex  officio  guardian.  He  certainly  thought 
it  particularly  hard,  now  that  the  commu- 
nity were  allowed  to  appoint  their  own 
municipal  governors,  that  the  poor  of 
those  communities  should  be  handed  over 
to  the  tender  mercies  of  a  Board  of  Com- 
missioners sitting  in  London.  The  hon. 
Member  concluded  by  bringing  up  the 
petition. 

Mr.  Goring  could  not  withhold  his  tes* 
timouy  to  the  very  humane  conduct  of  the 
Assistant  Commissioner  to  whom  the  pe- 
titioners had  alluded.  He  had  at  all  timet 
taken  into  consideration  ihe  feelings  of  the 
poor,  and  was  always  anxious  to  ascertain 
what  were  their  wants,  while  he  ever  lent 
an  attentive  ear  to  the  suggestions  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians.  A  school  for  the 
education  o{  the  pauper  children  had  been, 
at  the  suggestion  of  that  genlleman, 
established  by  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
and  the  greatest  benefit  hod  been  derived 
from  it.  At  his  suggestion,  also,  the 
Board  of  Guardians  had  resolved  to  give 
premiums  for  merit  amono;  the  children, 
which,  no  doubt,  would  have  the  most 
beneficial  effect. 

Sir  Charlet  R.  Blunt  had  been  re- 
quested lo  support  the  prayer  of  this  pe- 
tition, which  he  was  very  willing  lo  do  ; 
although  he  was  bound  to  say  that,  as  far 
as  his  observations  had  gone,  the  new 
Poor-law  Bill  was  working  well.  At  the 
same  time  it  was  obvious,  that  a  measure 
of  such  magnitude  must,  from  time  lo  time, 
require  amendment.  He  was  happy  to 
learn  that  a  noble  Lord  in  another  place 
had,  on  a  question  being  put  to  him, 
expressed  his  willingness  to  take  certain 
suggestions  as  to  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
into  consideration. 

Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 

Light-Houses,]  Mr.  PouUti  Thorn- 
ton seeing  his  Friend,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Middlesex,  in  his  place,  wished  lo  ask  him 
whether  he  would  consent  to  abandon  the 
Bill  he  had  introduced  relating  to  Light- 
houses, upon  his  (Mr.  P.  Thomson's) 
assuring  him  that  he  was  ready  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  upon  the  same  subject?  It 
would  not  be  in  his  power,  orin  the  power 
of  his  Majesty's  Government,  to  give  the 
consent  of  the  Crown  to  the  second  read- 
ing of  his  hon.  Friend's  Bill,  framed  as 
that  Bill  now  was;  but  he  wa«  willio;  to 
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pledge  himaelf  to  introduce  a  Billfoaoded 
genentlly  oa  the  recommendktioni  of  the 
ComiDittee  on  Lrght-houKs,  and  which 
would  contain  pretly  nearly  ihe  same  pro- 
visions as  the  Bill  of  his  hon.  Friend. 

Mr,  Hume  observed,  that  after  what 
hii  right  hon.  Friend  had  slated,  that  he 
could  not  give  the  consent  of  the  Crown 
to  the  Bill  he  had  introduced,  he  had  no 
remedy.  All  he  could  say  was,  that  hii 
Bill  was  drawn  up  agreeably  to  the  in- 
struclion  of  the  Committee  which  sat  the 
year  before  last.  He  was  lorry  to  be 
called  upon  to  give  up  that  Bill ;  but  he 
could  not  help  himself,  for  he  was  in  that 
situation  to  which  he  must  yield.  He 
would,  therefore,  not  preas  his  Bill. 

Light-House  Bill  postponed  for  six 
months. 

Fm&i,  Register  of  Electors.]  Mr. 
£lphmitone  moved  the  second  reading  of 
the  Final  Register  of  Electors'  Bill. 

T\\6Atlome]i-Oeneralviou]d  not  oppc 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill;  but  tnete 
was  one  clause  which  his  hon.  Friend  had 
inserted  in  it  to  which  he  (the  Attorney- 
General)  must  object.  By  the  law  as  it 
stood  at  present  out-voters  were  disfran- 
chised ;  but  if  the  clause  which  he  alluded 
to  were  to  be  passed,  it  would  re-create 
body  of  out-voters. 

Mr.  Xigbi/  Waton  was  of  opinion  that 
the  registration  before  the  revising  barris- 
ters was  not  yet  sufficiently  perfect  to  ad' 
mit  of  being  rendered  final.  When  some 
further  lime  had  elapsed,  he  should  not 
object  to  the  registration  being  Rnal. 

Mr.  Orole  thought  that  the  hon,  Gen- 
tleman misapprehended  the  object  of  the 
Bill.  He  did  not  understand  that  it  was 
intended  to  make  the  revisiug  barristers' 
decision  6nal ;  but  that  no  objection  to  a 
vote  should  be  raised  before  an  Election 
Committee  unless  there  had  been  a  previous 
objection  raised  before  a  revising  barrister, 
and  that  all  votes  brought  before  him,  and 
not  objected  to,  should  be  final.  He 
thought  this  was  a  wise  and  politic  mea- 
sure; and  one  which  was  calculated  to 
save  a  vast  expense  to  parties  going  before 
Election  Committees. 

Mt.Jamet  B.  Praed  opposed  the  Bill. 
It  was  essentially  opposed  to  the  principle 
supported  by  his  Majesty's  Ministers  at 
the  passing  of  the  Reform  Bill, 
thought  the  practical  efiect  of  the  measure 
would  be  to  embarrass  aud  postpone,  if 
not  to  pnrent  Blt<^ther,  th«  admiDUtra- 


tion  of  tbe  law  at  the  proper  time  and 
plan. 

Mr.  Charki  Suiter  was  surprised  that 
the  Member  for  West  Yarmouth  should, 
after  a  year's  delay,  have  brought  forward 
the  same  specious,  plausible,  but  unsound 
objections.  He  might  as  well  urge  iheio 
against  every  Court  of  Law  in  the  king- 
dom, and  particularly  against  the  House 
of  Lords.  According  to  his  arguments 
noble  Lords'  should  exclaioi  against  the 
presumption  of  those  who  appealed  to 
ihem,  af^er  having  had  the  benefit  of  the 
best  .Judges,  Counsel,  &c.,  in  the  Coarti 
below.  He  thought  the  House  had,  very 
consistently  in  its  references  to  this  sub- 
ject, considered  the  Revising  Barristers'  a 
Court  of  Appeal,  in  conformity  with  the 
usual  course  of  practice  in  all  the  English 
Courts  of  Law.  The  House  would  now 
do  wisely  to  sanction  by  its  vote  all  its  best 
decisions,  and  not  leave  it  open  to  a  man 
with  a  large  purse  to  refuse  to  go  at  the 
proper  time  before  the  revising  barrister, 
put  his  opponent  to  ruinous  expense,  and 
set  justice  at  defiance,  by  a  protracted  in- 
vestigation before  a  Committee,     as   at 

Mr.  Hume  suggested,  that  as,  by  tbe 
law  as  it  now  stood,  a  man  was  not  en- 
titled to  vote  till  he  had  paid  up  his  rates 
a  full  year,  he  should  he  allowed  the  be- 
nefit of  a  full  year  afier  the  payment  in 
considering  his  sufficiency  as  a  rate-payer. 

Mr.  Warburton  recommended  that  the 
questions  put  to  the  voter  should  be  at 
simple  as  passible,  and  no  question  of  law 
and  fact  combined,  as  in  the  case  of  scot 
and  lot  voters.  He  related  an  instance  of 
perjury  that  occurred  to  a  person  of  this 
class,  in  his  reply  to  the  third  question, 
which  he  thought  ought  to  be  omitted. 

Mr.  Aglionby  agreed  with  the  last 
speaker,  and  instanced  probable  cases  of 
embarrassment  to  voters  in  replying  as  to 
the  value  of  holdings  which  might  fluctuate 
from  12/,  to  10/.  a  few  days  before  the  poll. 
He  thought  that  a  man's  having  been  once 
qualified  during  tbe  previous  year  ougjitto 
suffice, 

Mr,  Ooulbum  nAS,  tliat  this  purported 
to  be  a  Bill  for  the  general  and  final 
Registration  of  Voters,  but  he  found  alio 
mixed  up  with  it  clauses  to  permit  changes 
in  the  localities  and  qualifications  of  certain 
classes  of  voters — a  mode  of  getting 
through  the  business  that  he  etpecially 
reprobated.  The  hon.  Member  should 
limit  his  Bill  to  its  specific  object, 
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Mr.  Wiiliami  Wyntt  did  not  riae  to 
object  to  the  Bill,  but  there  were  luch  a 
Toriety  of  matters  contained  theiein  that  it 
could  not  well  be  considered  as  a  whole, 
and  he  would  recommend  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  up  alairs  to  comult  on 
the  classification  of  the  clauiei,  and  bring 
them  in  a  more  consiileat  form  before  the 
House. 

Sir  James  Qraham  had  lat  tii  weeks 
last  Session  on  a  Committee  along  with 
the  hoD.  Member  for  West  Yannoulh,  in 
the  discuBsioa  of  the  principle  points  of 
this  question,  yet  one  of  the  most  ' 
tant  remained  undetermined.  It  « 
—whether  the  decision  of  the  Revisiog- 
Barristei  wss  to  be  final  or  not  ?  He 
purposed  to  draw  a  line  of  distinction 
between  the  objections  taken  at  the  regis- 
tratioa,  and  arising  subsequently  to  it,  and 
previous  to  the  vote.  The  Barrister'i 
decisions  on  the  first  class  should  be  final. 
The  latter  might  be  left  open  to  further 
consideration. 

Bill  read  s  lecond  time. 


Intihidatiok  of  Votbrb.]  Hr. 
Foulter  moved  that  the  Intimidation  of 
Voters  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Williartu  Wynn  did  not  object  to 
the  second  reading,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
he  certainly  thought  that  it  required  a 
little  concentration  before  going  into 
Committee.  The  language  in  which 
some  of  its  provisions  wers  worded  was 
Tery  strong. 

Mr.  Ord  wished  his  bon.  Friend  would 
allow  it  to  be  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, (o  make  arrangements  for  the  bet- 
ter security  of  the  subject  under  the  ap- 
plication of  these  new  powers. 

Mr.  Pouiler  referred  his  hon.  Friend 
to  the  statute  of  the  5th  George  4ih, 
where  he  would  find  that  every  deiirable 
security  was  provided  by  the  forms  to  be 
observed  in  bringing  all  questions  of  mis- 
demeanour first  before  Grand  Juries; 
then,  if  they  pass  those,  before  the  usual 
Petty  Juries.  The  o^nce,  if  supported 
sufficiently  before  the  first,  and  proved 
before  the  second,  would  amount  to  sim- 
ple Biisdeameanor,  a  degree  of  crime  with 
which  the  Courts  already  knew  well  how 
to  deal.  He  had  intended  to  take  the 
Committee  on  Wednesday  neit,  and  if 
in  the  meanwhile  any  hon.  Member  could 
suggest  any  alteration  or  amendment  to 
him,  he  should  be  moat  happy  to  give  it 
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to  the  wording  of  the  provisions,  he  had 
adopted  the  language  of  preceding  enact- 
ments, in  declaring  the  threatenmg  and 
intimidation  of  voters  a  tnisdemeanor 
punishable  either  by  fine  or  imprisonment. 
He  hoped  the  progress  of  the  Bill  would 
not  be  delayed.  It  was  wholly  nnneces- 
sary  to  refer  so  plain  and  intelligible  a 
point  to  a  Select  Committee  up  stairs. 
He  had  no  objection  to  postpone  (ha 
committal  of  the  Bill  if  it  were  considered 
adviiahle. 

The  Chancelhr  of  the  Exckeqiitr  said, 
that  the  Bill  appeared  good  as  far  as  it 
went,  but  it  should  not  be  unconditionally 
adopted,  for  the  Intimidation  Committee 
had  not  yet  finished  their  labours,  and 
(night  recommend  other  things,  which  it 
would  be  desirable  to  embody  in  one  Bill, 
and  the  House  might  be  embarrassed  if 
they  had  not  the  opportunity.  It  WH 
open  to  that  Committeetotakecognizanc* 
of  this  Bill,  and  he  would  recommend,  as 
the  most  prudential  course,  that  it  be  le-  ' 
ferred  to  them  ai^er  the  second  reading. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  Select  Committee. 


CoDNsxL  Fon  PaiiovEHS.]  The 
House  went  into  a  Committee  on  the 
Prisoner's  Counsel  Bill,  on  the  first  Claase 
being  read, 

Mr.  Wakky  called  attention  to  a 
discrepancy  existing  between  the  first 
clause,  which  statea  that "  after  the  pas- 
sing of  this  Act  all  persons  tried  for 
felonies  ahall  be  admitted,  after  the  close 
of  the  case  for  the  prosecution,  to  make 
full  answer  and  defence  thereto  by  Coun- 
sel learned  in  the  law :"  and  the  third 
ilsuse,  which  enacts,  "  that  all  persons 
accused  before  any  Justice  or  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  of  any  offence  against  the 
law,  shall  be  admitted  to  make  their 
answer  and  defence  to  such  accusation, 
and  to  have  any  witnesses  examined  or 
cross-  examined  by  Counsel,  or  by  Attorney, 
attending  on  his  behalf."  ludependently 
of  the  incongruity  of  the  clauses, he  thought 
that  the  limitation  of  a  prisoner's  defence 

Counsel  or  Attorneys,  or  both,  exhibited 

narrow  and  exclusive  feeling,  which 
had  better  be  done  away  with  in  the  re- 
formation effected  by  tbe  present  Bill. 
They  both  belonged  to  self- constituted 
and  arbitrary  societies,  who  really  were  not 
themselves  amenable  to  law  in  their  regii« 
lations,  as  his  hon.  Friend  near  him  (Mr. 


bk  ottentin  coiuiderUiOB.    With  refsrd  Harvey)  had  experitpoed ;  and  he  thou||ht 
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t  too  much  to  leave  prisoners  or  the 
public  esclusirely  depending  on  their  uA. 
why  not  allow  a  prisoner  to  choose  whom 
hs  pleased  for  his  defence  ?  Unless  he 
received  some  satisfactory  answcT  on  this 
point,  he  should  certainly  move  Hie  inser- 
tioD  of  a  proviso  that  prisoners  should 
have  the  benefit  of  defence  by  Counsel 
or  Attorneys,  or  any  person  they  might  be 
desirous  to  employ. 

Mr.  Evmrt  would  support  the  hon. 
Oentleman  if  be  moved  such  a  proviso. 
He  bad  abstained  from  inserting  it  in  the 
Bill,  not  because  he  objected  to  the  prin- 
ciple, but  because  bethought  any  attempt 
to  establish  it  would  be  a  hopeless  one. 

Mr.  Rigby  fVaion  said,  that  only  a  few 
days  since,  the  hon.  Member  had  made  a 
very  strong  speech  against  medical  quacks, 
and  he  hoped  he  was  not  now  going  to 
■how  more  favour  to  legal  quacks  and 
pettifoggers. 

The  Attomty-Qeneral  observed,  the 
hen.  Member  was  not  perhaps  aware  of 
the  direct  tendency  of  his  suggestion. 
The  principle  of  the  Bill  should  be  adhered 
to~it  was,  that  prisoners  should  have  the 
advantage  of  beingpermilted  to  haveCoun- 
icl,  10  as  to  secure  to  them  the  benefit 
of  a  full  defence  on  their  trials.  He 
would  ask  the  hon.  Member,  was  the 
present  a  desirable  opportunity  to  intro- 
duce a  discussion  whether  any  other 
persons  than  those  called  to  the  Bar  should 
beadmitted  to  act  as  Counsel  for  Prisoners? 
There  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  extreme 
propriety  of  the  persons  so  intrusted 
with  the  defence  of  prisoners  so  circum 
■tanced  being  subject  to  the  control  of 
some  respectable  body  of  men,  as  the  Bar 
undoubtedly  was.  It  tended  to  the  se- 
en rity  of  those  whose  advocacy  they 
undertook,  and  the  maintenance  of  the 
dignity  of  the  profession  itself.  If  the 
proposition  of  the  hon.  Member  were 
adopted,  it  would  be  open  to  any  retarned 
transport  from  Botany  Bay  to  put  on 
a  wig  and  a  gown  and  appear  as  the 
advocate  of  a  prisoner  on  his  trial.  He 
begged  the  hon.  Member  and  others. who 
were  friendly  to  the  great  and  important 
object  of  this  Bill — namely,  providing  the 
prisoner  with  ample  means  of  defence — to 
reflect  upon  the  possible  consequence  of 
adopting  such  a  proposition.  He  would 
warn  the  friends  of  the  measure  to  abstain 
Arom  any  proposition,  which,  like  the 
|>i«KDt,  was  perhaps  well  calculated  to 
uijun  Uie  principle  of  the  Bill. 


Mr.  WiUiaint  Wt/mi  saw  no  reason  wbj 
attorneys  should  be  suffered  to  supersede 
CouDsel  in  Courts  where  there  was  a  re- 
gular attendance  of  that  branch  of  pro- 
fessional men.  The  caie  was  different 
when  those  Courts  where  attorneys  were 
admitted  to  plead  came  under  considera- 
tion ;  and  as  far  as  this  alteration  or 
amendment  went,  he  for  one  would  not  be 
disposed  to  offer  any  objection,  but  would 
gladly  concede  to  prisoners  the  privilege 
of  employing  attorneys  to  plead  on  their 
behalf  in  those  Courts  where  they  now 
practised  as  Counsel.  The  House  could 
not  act  too  cautiously  in  entertaining  or 
assenting  to  innovations  upon  the  present 
mode  of  conducting  criminal  trials  in  the 
English  Courts  of  Law,  as  the  most 
dangerous  results  might  happen,  quite 
unforeseen  even  by  those  whose  benevolence 
prompted  them  to  make  those  alterations. 

The  Attorney  Central  admitted  the 
expediency  of  making  an  amendment  to 
the  extent  just  mentioned  by  the  right 
hon .  Gentleman  opposite — namely,  that 
wherever  attorneys  were  now  suffered  to 
practise,  there  prisoners  should  be  per- 
mitted to  take  advantage  of  their  assist- 
ance. The  words,  however,  proposed 
to  be  added  for  the  purpose  of  effecting 
this  object,  were  not,  he  conceived,  solely 
directed  towards  that  end  ;  they  had  a 
different  and  a  far  deeper  intention,  and 
would  produce  an  effect  widely  opposite 
from  that  which  the  Committee  were  led 
to  believe  ;  for  if  they  were  added  to  the 
clause,  the  immediate  consequence  would 
be,  that  any  person  whatsoever,  be  his 
station,  conduct,  character,  or  pur- 
suits, what  they  might,  would  be 
entitled  to  act  as  Counsel  for  prisonen, 
and  it  was  no  unlikely  or  impossible  cir- 
cumstance, in  case  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  that  an  accused  person  might 
select  for  his  Counsel  the  most  accom- 
plislied  thief  or  swindler,  with  the  view  of 
evading  the  law  and  not  of  fairly  meeting 
the  evidence. 

Mr.  Hutna  observed,  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down 
had  drawn  an  inference  and  pictured  a 
case  in  the  very  extreme  of  what  was 
possible  to  happen,  even  if  the  amend- 
ment aa  it  now  stood  were  agreed  to — no 
such  circumstance  as  that  of  one  thief, 
however  accomplished  he  might  be,  being 
brought  into  Court  to  defeud  another. 
The  real  question  before  the  Committee 
wu,  whether  the  penon  sUndiog  wcuied 
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upon  a  criminal  charge  ahoald  or  should 
not  be  allowed  to  select  hia  own  le^l 
derender,  and  be  the  jnd^  of  his  own 
Counsel's  ability  ?  He  begged,  therefore, 
to  say,  as  he  was  disposed  to  think  the 
whole  measure  might  be  endangered  in 
another  place  by  the  insertion  of  the 
words  proposed  to  be  added,  thai  he 
would  recommend  it  to  his  hon.  Friend, 
the  Member  for  Finsbury,  whether  it  was 
not  advisable  to  withdraw  his  amendment 
and  to  suffer  the  words  proposed  to  be 
substituted  to  be  inserted  instead,  upon 
the  principle  that  it  itbs better  to  get  what 
he  could  in  the  way  of  reform,  than  to 
risk  it  altogether  by  insisting  upon  too 
much. 

Mr.  O'Connel!  hoped  that  his  hon. 
Friend  would  not  press  his  amendment. 
He  had  as  great  an  objection  to  monopoly 
as  his  hon.  Friend,  and  he  hoped  soon  to 
lee  it  cease  altogether,  but  the  enemies  of 
this  Bill  would  find  enough  to  cavil  at 
without  the  introduction  of  any  extra- 
neous matter.  Cnmmon  sense,  humanity, 
and  the  feeling  of  the  country,  however, 
called  for  the  measure  and  he  hof)ed, 
therefore,  that  his  hon.  Friend  would 
withdraw  his  amendment,  rather  than 
let  it  stand  as  the  least  impediment  in  the 
way  of  success.  He  wished  it,  however, 
to  be  understood  that  he  had  not  the  least 
objection  to  attorneys  practising  in  the 
manner  that  was  desired. 

Mr.  Wakleif  expressed  his  readiness  to 
withdraw  his  amendment,  provided  the 
suggestion  which  had  proceeded  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  was  acted 
upon.  In  fact,  his  only  object  in  proposing 
the  alteration  was  to  assimilate  the  second 
clause  of  the  Bill  with  the  third  clause, 
which  latter,  he  believed,  contained  a  pro- 
vision for  the  purpose  of  permitting  At- 
torneys to  practise  as  Counsel  for  prisoners, 
restricting  them,  however,  to  certain 
cases. 

Sir  Frederick  Pollock  begged  to  ask 
whether  the  object  of  the  amendment 
was  to  admit  attorneys  to  practise  in 
Courts  where  at  present  members  of  the 
Inns  of  Courts  alone  were  entitled  to 
plead  ;  because,  if  so,  he  must  uy  he  was 
not  disposed  to  agree  to  it.  It  waa  the 
opinion  of  the  moat  eminent  men  in  the 
profession  that  (he  House  ought  to  pass  a 
Bill  similar  to  this,  for  the  purpose  of 
(giving  prisoners  Counsel,  and  there  was  a 
strong  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
whole  Bar  to  give  this  particular  measure 
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a  fair  trial.    "Hie  question   was  one  of 


practical  good  sense — namely,  whether  a 
prisoner  should  be  allowed  to  make  a  full 
defence  when  put  upon  his  trial,  or  not; 
and  if  this  act  of  justice  was  denied  him 
now,  it  must  at  some  not  very  distant 
period  he  conceded.  He  hoped  the  hon. 
Member  for  Finsbnry  would  be  contented 
with  the  suggestion  which  had  proceeded 
from  his  right  hon.  Friend  near  him, 
(Mr,  Williams  Wynn),  namely,  to  confine 
the  admission  of  attorneys  to  those 
Courts  where  they  were  already  in  the 
habit  of  pleading. 

Mr.  Bernal  hoped  the  hon.  Member  for 
Finsbury  would  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, in  favour  of  that  suggested  on  the 
other  side.  If  such  an  innovation  upon 
the  practice  of  the  Criminal  Courts  were 
□nee  to  be  admitted,  the  same  by  a  parity 
of  reasoning,  might  be  claimed  in  civil 
cases,  and  the  iuconvenience,  to  say  no- 
thing of  the  injustice  or  folly  of  such  a  pro- 
ceeding, would  be  intolerable,  and  would 
reduce  the  Courts  of  Law  to  a  condition 
utterly  useless.  Should  the  amendment 
be  even  agreed  to,  of  which  be  saw  no 
chance,  the  Bill,  when  it  was  sent  to 
another  place,  would  not  stand  the 
slightest  chance  of  passing,  no  more  thaa 
if  the  hon.  Member  were  to  propoge  to 
pass  an  Act  declaring  the  empire  of  China 
to  be  part  and  parcel  of  the  British 
dominions.  He  must  confess  he  was  both 
BstonisheJ  and  sorry  to  hear  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend,  the  Member  for  Liverpool, 
express  his  consent  to  and  approbation  of 
the  amendment.  It  was  on  his  part  little 
less  than  an  act  of  suicide,  and  the  only 
advice  he  could  give  him,  if  the  Com- 
mittee acceded  to  it,  was  to  give  himself 
no  further  trouble  about  the  Bill,  as  there 
was  not  the  most  remote  chance  of  ila 
passing. 

The  Solicitor- Oeneral  said,  that  he  did 
not  think  the  amendment  was  necessary 
to  entitle  attorneys  to  practise,  because 
they  would  clearly  have  the  right  to  do  so 
under  the  original  clause.  Was  it  not  the 
every-day  practice  at  Quarter  Sessions,  ai 
the  law  now  stood,  for  attorneys  to  plead 
as  Counsel,  pro  hac  vice,  and  they  would 
not  be  deprived  of  the  right  by  this  Bill? 
He  only  opposed  the  words  because  be 
thought  them  unnecessary. 

Sir  Frederick  Pollock  said,  that  if  the 
hon.  Member  for  Finsbury  would  allow 
him  he  would  propose  an  amendment  in 
the  following  words,  which   he  thought 
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wonld  obviate  atl  difficulty :  "  B<r  Counsel 
learned  in  the  lav,  or  by  ftttorney  in  Courts 
where  attorney!  practise  ai  Counsel." 

Mr.  Wakley  vbs  nilling  to  take,  as  an 
intUlraent  of  his  own  aoiendment,  that 
proposed  by  Ihe  hon.  and  learned  Meni- 
tier,  and  he  should,  therefore,  not  press 
his  own  proposition. 

The  amendment  of  Sir  Frederick  Pol- 
lock was  then  agreed  to. 

On  clause  2, 

The  Attorney-General  objected  to  that 

iiart  ofthe  clause  which  took  from  Counsel 
or  the  prosecution  the  right  of  last  reply, 
and  gave  it  to  the  prisoner's  Counsel.  The 
■tatule  giving  this  privilege  to  the  Counsel 
for  the  Crown  was  passed  under  the  aus- 
pices of  an  enlightened  slalesman  in  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  and  from  that  time  lo 
he  present  he  bad  beard  of  no  grievance 
that  had  arisen  out  of  it  or  complaint 
against  it,  except  in  cases  of  high  treason, 
where  the  law  had  been  alreadjr  altered. 
During  the  State  trials  in  which  Lord 
Erskine  had  gained  for  himself  such  im- 
mortal fame  there  was  no  complaint  made 
of  the  Crown  Counsel  having  the  last 
word.  Was  it  not  notorious  that  in  all 
revenue  cases  the  Counsel  for  ibe  prosecu- 
tion had  the  last  reply,  and  who  ever 
heard  any  complaint  of  that  as  a  griev- 
ance? There  was  no  ground,  therefore, 
for  alterinK  the  taw  in  this  respect.  There 
might,  perhaps,  be  particular  cases  where 
it  would  be  an  injustice ;  but  let  those 
special  cases  be  provided  for,  and  not  a 
sweeping  clause  of  this  nature  introduced, 
wbicn  he  had  no  doubt  would  have  the 
effect,  if  passed,  of  endangering  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Bill. 

Sir  Frederick  Pollock  said,  that  there 
were  no  words  strong  enough  in  which  he 
could  declare  his  sincere  opinion,  that  if 
this  provision  were  taken  out  of  the  clause 
it  would  be  much  better  to  put  the  Bill 
allDgPther  into  the  fire,  for,  thus  mu- 
tilated, it  would  act  only  as  a  snare  for 
the  prisoner.  Unless  the  great  principle 
of  allowing  to  prisoners  a  full  defence, 
their  Counsel  having  the  last  word,  were 
carried  out  to  its  utmost  extent,  it  would 
be  far  better  that  the  Bill  had  never  been 
introduced.  So  long  as  a  man  was  brought 
into  Court  by  the  King,  and  not  allowed 
to  defend  himself  fully  by  Counsel,  the 
country  would  never  believe  that  hchac 
justice  done  to  him.  Why  should  pri- 
•oners  charged   with    high  Ueasoo,   the 
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an  adrantage  ia  their  defence  orer  any 
other  class  of  prisoners  ?  This  was  an 
anomaly  that  ought  to  be  corrected.  It 
was  impossible  that  justice  could  be  done 
unless  the  prisoner  was  allowed  the  last 
word.  When  he  had  this  privilege  he 
would  have  no  motive  for  keeping  back 
any  part  of  [his  defence,  which  was  done 
now  every  day  by  prisoners,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Counsel,  rather  than  give  a 
'ply  lo  the  Counsel  for  the  prosecution. 
What  the  Attorney -General  had  said  as 
to  cases  of  smuggling  was  undoubtedly 
but  it  must  be  recollected  that  ia 
all  cases  of  this  nature  there  was  an 
opinion  in  the  public  mind,  and  of  course 
amongst  Jurors,  that  there  was  no  real 
guilt  on  the  part  ofthe  prisoner,  owing  to 
the  relative  situation  of  the  parties.  At 
one  period  there  was  no  chance  of  a  fair 
trial  in  some  classes  of  cases,  but  he  re- 
ioiced  that  he  had  lived  to  see  the  miscbief 
]f  such  a  state  of  things  greatly  reduced 
by  the  superior  intelligence,  and  the  strong 
sense  of  justice,  by  which  Juries  were  now 
guided.  He  was  persuaded  that  any  evil 
that  could  ariee  from  graikting  this  privi- 
lege to  Counsel  for  prisoners  would  gra- 
dually correct  itself,  and  that  in  the  result- 
fair  and  impartial  justice  would  be  done. 
He  considered  that  a  gross  injustice  was 
done  by  giving  to  the  prosecuting  Counsel 
the  last  word.  It  had  been  objected  to 
by  a  very  enlightened  member  of  the  Bar, 
of  great  experience,  who  had  given  evi- 
dence elsewhere,  that  three  speeches  would 
be  the  number  made  by  Counsel  on  all 
occasions  of  cfiminal  prosecution  ;  but  he 
(Sir  F.  Pollock)  differed  from  this  opinion; 
for  his  opinion  was  that  the  number  of 
speeches  would  not  be  three  but  four.  If 
there  were  not  four  there  would  only  ha 
two,  because  if  the  Counsel  for  the  pro- 
secution did  not  insist  on  a  reply,  of  course 
the  Counsel  for  the  prisoner  would  have 
no  occasion  to  reply,  as  he  had  already 
made  the  last  impression  on  the  Jury.  He 
believed  that,  generally  speaking,  the  Bill 
would  be  ia  operation,  in  nineteen  cases 
out  of  twenty ;  for  in  about  that  propor- 
tion of  cases  prisoners  did  not  employ 
Counsel  at  all.  It  was,  however,  quite 
essential  that  this  clause  should  be  carried 
in  all  its  integrity,  and  the  House,  he 
thought,  might  safely  look  to  Juries  to 
correct  any  evil  that  arose  out  of  it. 

Mr.  O'CwjRflW  perfectly  agreed  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  had  just 
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lioquHb  the  Bill  alto^tber  than  paas  it 
without  this  clause  in  all  its  parts.  There 
was  no  country  in  the  world  where  law  was 
known  that  the  priioner  had  rot  the 
last  word  except  in  this.  In  Scotland  it 
was  the  cftse :  and  in  France,  not  only  had 
the  prisoner's  Counsel  the  last  word,  but 
the  prisoner  himself  had  a  right  to  add 
anytning  he  pleased  after.  When  a  man's 
life  or  character  were  at  stake  surely  it  was 
not  justice  to  deny  him  every  opportunity 
of  explaining,  not  only  everything  that  had 
been  sworn  against  him,  but  everything 
that  had  been  said  against  him.  False  in- 
ferences ought  to  be  explained,  and  the' 
Jury  should  not  be  suffered  to  be  swayed 
by  the  talent  of  the  prosecuting  Counsel, 
rather  than  by  facts,  as  was  often  the  case. 
It  had  been  said  that  in  revenue  cases  it 
was  never  complained  of  that  the  Connsel 
for  the  Crown  had  the  last  word.  He  did 
not  know  if  such  were  the  case  in  this 
country, butheknewthat  it  was  constantly 
complained  of  in  Ireland.  He  had  often 
complained  of  it  himself.  He  considered 
that  in  giving  the  prosecuting  Counsel  the 
right  of  two  speeches  an  unfair  advantage 
would  be  taken  of  the  prisoner  because  he 
had  called  witnesses.  This  was  making 
the  Uw  vexatious  and  oppressive.  If  this 
clause  was  rejected  the  Bill  would  be  of 
little  or  no  value.  He  had  not  seen  the 
evidence  of  the  hoa.  aud  learned  Gentle- 
man who  spoke  last,  aod  therefore  he 
begged  to  retract  any  observations  he 
might  have  made  upon  it.  The  evidence 
in  the  source  from  which  he  drew  his  in- 
formation, was  misrepresented. 

The  Attorney -General  said,  that  he  had 
no  intention  of  dividing  the  House  upon 
this  clause,  now  that  he  found  the  majority 
of  hon.  Members  entertained  an  opinion 
differing  from  his  own,  to  which  he  should 
bow.     He,  however,  still  thought,  that  if 

.  the  last  speech  was  allowed  to  Prisoner's 
Counsel,  the  practice  would  throw  upon 

.  the  Judge  the  uopleaiantduty  of  summing 
up  the  whole  case,  as  it  were  as  Counsel  for 
the  prosecution.  It  was  not  urged  that 
any  inconvenience  had  arisen  or  complaint 
(at  had  been  admitted  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin)  had  been 
made  of  the  present  practice,  and  he 
thought  it  was  unnecessary,thererore,  togo 
abroad  to  foreign  nations  for  an  example  by 
which  to  alter  a  practice  which  bad  hitherto 
worked  well. 

Colonel  Perceval  understood  the  hon. 
and   learned    GeotlemaD    opposite  (Mr 
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O'Connell)  to  say  that  be  had  not  read  the 
evidence  of  the  Member  for  Huntingdon. 
Perhaps  there  were  other  parts  of  the  evi- 
dence which  he  had  not  read,  though  he 
pronounced  a  very  decided  opinion  upou 
It.  He  received  a  letter  from  a  friend  of 
his,  Mr.  Charles  Phillips  complaining  of  a 
most  unwarranted  attack  made  upon  him 
by  the  hon. and  learned  Memberfor  Dublin, 
in  which  that  hon.  and  learned  Member 
charged  his  learned  Friend  wiih  having 
given  false  evidence  before  a  Committee  of 
the  other  House,  with  a  view  to  the  increase 
of  his  own  emoluments  as  a  Barrister.  He 
would  ask  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
whether  he  had  read  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Phillips?  If  the  boo.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman had  not,  he  now  called  upon  him  to 
retract  so  gross  and  so  unfounded  an  im- 
putation upon  an  honourable  man  who 
'deserved  better, 

Mr.  O'Connell  said,  that  Mr.  Cbarlea 
Phillips  had  be;n  as  long  his  friend  aathe 
friend  of  the  hon,  and  gallant  Member. 
Upon  the  occasion  alluded  to  he  did  not 
name  Mr.  Phillips.  He  said  he  would 
prove  the  evidence.  He  did  not  thea 
know,  except  from  public  report,  that 
itwas  theevidenceofMr.  Phillips;  hut  the 
gallant  Colonel  now  very  kindly  introduced 
the  name  of  Mr.  Phillips  to  afford  an  op- 
portunityof quarrel  between  twooldfriendi. 
He  was  most  ready  to  retract  anything 
which  had  fallen  from  him  that  could  be 
considered  as  reflectingupon  a  most  worthy 
man,  whom  he  had  the  honour  of  knowing 
for  many  years. 

Colonel  Perceval  would  read  the  letUr 
he  had  received  from  Mr.  Phillips,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Dublin  could  have  meant  no  other 
person  than  Mr,  C.  Phillips  when  he 
alluded  to  the  evidence  given  by  a  learned 
gentleman. 

Mr.  Ewarl  appealed  to  the  Houh 
whether  they  would  sanction  such  a  pro- 
ceeding as  this  —  a  proceeding  quite 
uncalled  for,  and  which  might  lead  to 
acrimonious  disputes.  The  letter  bad  no 
connexion  with  the  business  before  the 
House ;  and,  the  charge  against  Mr. 
Phillips  having  been  withdrawn  by  th* 
bon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin, 
there  could  be  no  reason  for  proceeding 
further. 

Colonel  Perceval  said,  the  Member  for 
Dublin  cast  an  imputation  upon  him  of 
endeavoating  to  produce  a  quanel  between 
two  friend*.    He  hkd,  therefore,  a  right 
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to  read  the  letter  in  his  own  defence. 


1  person  ally  by 
;er.    (The  hon. 


request  was  made  to  hi 

Mr.  Phillips  to  read  his  letter. 

Member  commenced  reading  the  iettei.) 

Mr.  Ewart  again  rose  to  order.  So  far 
as  Mr.  Phillips  was  concerned  the  charge 
was  withdrawn.  No  retractation  could  be 
more  bonourafale  to  both  parties  than  that 
made  by  the  Member  for  Dublin. 

Mr.  O'ConneH  said,  Mr,  Phillips  must 
be  now  a  very  different  man  from  what  he 
had  known  him  e?er  before  to  have  been 
if  the  quarrel  between  them  was  not  already 
made  up. 

Colonel  Perceval  said,  ha  was  informed 
by  Mr,  Phillips,  that  it  was  impossible  the 
observations  of  the  Member  for  Dublin 
could  refer  to  any  person  but  himself,  he 
being  the  only  Barristerwho  was  examined 
upon  that  occasion,  unless  the  Recorder 
of  London  could  be  alluded  to  under  tha^ 
denomination,  which    was  not  probable. 

The  gallaat  Colonel  read  the  letter  as 
follows : 

"49,  ChaDcerV'lane,  Saturday  evening. 
"My  dear  Sir, — Tlie  prompt  and  generous 
manner  in  which  you  repelled  the  attack  which 
Mr.  (yConnell  dared  to  make  upon  mj  cha- 
meter,  has  imposed  on  rae  the  pleasing  duty 
of  proving  that  1  deserved  your  vindicalioo. 
You  h«ve  now  perused  my  evidence,  and  I  ask 
of  you  whether  I  am  not  well  warranted  in 
declBring  the  imputation  cast  on  me  to  be  a 
base  invention  1  It  was  a  grievous  imputation. 
No  less  than  that  of  having,  for  my  own  emolu- 
ment, and  that  of  my  brother  Barristers,  endea- 
voured to  impede  a  useAii  public  measure,  and 
t1ial,too,onmy  oatht  That  the  Bill  in  question 
would  have  the  very  opposite  effect,  so  fac  as 
Iameoncemed,every  member  of  the  profession 
knows.  But  1  scorn  so  abject  a  vindication. 
If  I  had  dared,  berore  the  high-minded  and 
honourable  Committee  who  examined  me,  to 
assign  so  vile  a  motive  for  my  evidence,  they 
would  have  driven  me  with  well-deserved  in- 
di{;na1ion  from  Iheir  presence.  I  was  no 
voluntary  witness.  I  was  called  upon  unex- 
pectedly, and  by  a  compulsory  process.  To 
those  noblemen  I  appeal,  then,  one  and  all, 
whether  there  is  the  sliadow  of  a  pretence  for 
this  imputation?  But  no  man  knows  better 
than  Mr.  O'Connell  that  sordid  interest  has 
never  been  my  guide.  He  ought  to  remember 
that,  in  defiance  of  the  powerful  party  to  which 

Jou  belong,  which  was  then  omnipoleni  in 
reland,  end  amongst  whom  you  know  my 
natural  patrons  were— I  sacrificed,  for  what  I 
considered  his  persecuted  sect,  every  hope  of 
emolument  or  piomotion.  I  claim  no  merit 
for  acting  conscientiously  ;  but  surely  the  fact 
oD^ht  to  have  shielded  me  from  such  sn  accu- 
sation, and  from  sach  a  quarter.  How  I  have 
incurred  his  enmity  I  know  not.    Can  it  be  by 


my  always  having  been  his  friendT  Ton  wiQ 
scarcely  believe,  that  aFter  two-aod-twen^ 
veari  of  the  most  confdenlial  intercourse,  bis 
last  act  was  that  of  cordial  recognition  on  the 
very  threshold  of  the  House  into  which  he 
WHS  entering  to  asperse  me  I  Mr.  O'Connell 
is  fond  of  adverting  to  his  horos,  A  hsppj 
ore  I  know  it  is,  and  long  may  it  continne  to  ; 
but  he  ought  not  to  have  forgotten  (he  helplesa 
little  oqes  of  another  home,  whom  he  was 
depriving  of  their  bread  by  depriving  their 
parent  of  his  character. 

"  I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

"Most  gratefully  your  friend  and  townsman, 
"  Charles  Pbillips. 

"To  Colonel  Perceval,  M,  P." 

Colonel  Perceval  would  not  Irespaas 
further  on  the  time  of  the  House.  He 
hoped  he  bad  said  enough  (o  show  that 
there  was  no  ground  for  the  chai^  agaiast 
his  friend. 

Mr.  O'CoriTtell  hoped  the  hon.  Member 
had  now  satisfied  himself.  He  retracted 
before  the  letter  was  read,  and,  after  it* 
being  read,  he  now  retracted  again. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller  said,  a  morenseleaa 
controversy,  interrupting  the  businesa  of 
the  House,  he  had  never  witnessed,  and 
as  it  was  over  he  would  return  to  the 
Bill.  He  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
have  only  two  speeches,  giving  the  ac- 
cused the  last  word.  This  was  the  prac- 
tice in  Scotland. 

Mr,  fufartsaid,  the  circum stances  here 
and  in  Scotland  were  different.  There  all 
the  facts  against  the  accused  were  stated 
at  length.  Here  scarcely  any  of  the  facia 
were  given  in  the  indictment-  He  saw  no 
reason  why  the  accused  should  not  have 
the  last  word  in  all  cases,  as  well  at  io 
felonies  and  high  treason. 

Mr,  Hardy  thought  it  would  be  against 
the  interest  of  the  accused  to  have  the  last 
word.  The  prisoner  must  be  well  ac- 
quainted witn  the  facts  from  previous 
examination.  If  four  speeches  were  al- 
lowed, the  Counsel  must  enter  into  a  con- 
test of  sophistry  and  refinement,  and  the 
Judge  become,  in  some  measure,  an  ad- 
vocate for  the  plaintiff. 

The  Lord  Advocate  said,  the  practice  in 
Scotland  greatly  facilitated  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice.  The  facts  were  all 
known  to  the  accused.  It  was  not  to  in 
England,  In  a  charge  of  treason  in 
this  country,  not  one  alone,  but  all  sorts 
of  treason,  were  charged  in  the  indictment 
against  the  accused. 

Sir  George  Strickland  thought  it  would 
be  better  to  pass   the   Bill   without  the 
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claute.  He  waa  always  ot  opipion  that 
the  besl  course  would  be  to  hare  no  open- 
ing speech  ;  to  slate  the  real  facts  in  the 
iDdictmenr,  and  then  let  there  be  a  speech 
on  each  side.  The  accused  would  thus 
have  the  last  word.  The  present  mode  of 
drawing  up  indictments  seemed  -  rather 
atrange.  It  was,  for  instance,  the  practice 
to  charg;e  a  fact  as  having  occurred  at 
Leeds,  when,  perhaps,  it  look  place  fifty 
miles  dJGtant  from  it. 

Mr,  Freshjield  could  not  assent  to  the 
clause,  but  would  not  divide  the  House 
upon  it.  He  doubted  much  if  the  House 
understood  the  present  practice.  The 
object  proposed  was,  to  nssimilaCe  the 
practice  in  criminal  and  civil  proceedings. 

Mr.  Charles  BuUer  moved  an  amend- 
ment, to  the  effect  that,  according  to  the 
Scotch  system,  the  speeches  of  Counsel 
should  not  begin  until  the  whole  of  the 
witnesses  had  been  examined,  on  the  one 
aide  and  on  the  other.  He  thought  ii 
would  be  time  enough  afterwards  to  cons), 
der  the  form  of  the  indictment. 

Mr.  Jervif  thought  that  if  the  clause  was 
objectionable  before,  it  would  be  ten  times 
more  so  if  the  amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  were  adopted.  This  was  an  in- 
stance of  the  evila  entailed  on  the  House 
by  long  and  unnecessary  discussions;  for. 
if  the  question  had  been  allowed  to  rest 
where  it  was  left  by  the  Attorney-General, 
the  House  would  not  have  had  this  propo- 
•ition,  which  could  not  possibly  lake  enect 
nnleas  the  mode  and  form  of  indictment 
were  altered  also.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  have  indictments  so  circumstantially 
framed  as  to  afford  all  the  inrormation 
required  for  the  purposes  of  the  amend- 
ment, 

Mr.  Evmrl  was  surprised,  having  b^en 
associated  with  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Liskeard,  in  the  introduction  of 
this  measure,  that  he  should  not  have  been 
allowed  to  share  his  coniidence  with  respect 
to  the  present  amendment.  Tliis  very 
proposition  had  been  negatived  by  a  Select 
Committee  two  years  ago,  and  he  could 
not  concur  in  it  now.  He  thought  the 
hon.  and  learned  Memberwould  have  done 
better  to  have  altered  the  form  of  indict- 
meut  first,  and  the  mode  of  pleading 
aflerwards,  instead  ofpursuing  the  contrary 
plan,  which  his  motion  proposed  to  do. 
Tl)e  proposition  he  considered  most  mis- 
chievous and  one  nhirh  he  would  not  have 
expected  from  an  enemy  to  the  Bill,  much 
less  from  one  known  to  be  a  friend  to  it. 
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The  Attorney-General  begged  the  hon. 
Member  for  Liskeard  to  withdraw  hla 
amendment,  which  he  conceived  would  be 
more  objectionable  than  the  clause  itself. 
The  consequence  of  it  would  be,  that  at  the 
close  of  the  evidence  the  Jury  would  know 
very  little  or  nothing  at  all  about  the  mat- 
ter before  them. 

Amendment  withdrawn. 

The  original  question  was  then  put  from 
the  Chair. 

[A  discussion  arose  respecting  the  mode 
in  which  the  division  ought  to  be  taken. 
A  doubt  being  entertained  as  to  whether 
the  resolutions  lately  moved  by  the  Mem- 
ber for  St.  Allian's,  on  February  ihe  18th, 
applied  to  "  Divisions  in  Committee,"  as 
well  as  to  "  Divisions  in  the  House,"  it  was 
resolved  that  the  Chairman  should  report 
progress,  and  that  the  point  should  be  de- 
cided by  the  House.] 

Tlie  House  resumed. 


DivisroNs  iw  Committees.]  The 
Attorney -General  said,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  the  resolution  having  omitted 
to  provide  for  the  case  of  a  Division  in 
Committee,  such  a  Division  could  not  be 
come  to  unless  the  House  were  prepared 
to  make  (he  necetoary  alteration  in  the 
wording  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Ward:  Undoubtedly  the  intention 
of  the  Committee,  from  which  the  resolu- 
tions emanated,  had  been,  that  the  plan 
should  apply  to  all  the  Divisions  of  the 
House,  and  he  would,  therefore,  with  the 
permission  of  the  House,  move  that  the 
word  "  Chairman"be  inserted  in  the  reso- 
lution in  order  to  avoid  the  difficulty.  He 
then  moved  his  amendment,  but  was  re- 
minded that  he  had  given  no  notice.  The 
hon.  Member  appealed  to  the  Speaker 
whether  he  was  to  give  notice  or  not? 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  usual  course 
certainly  was  to  give  notice  of  any  motion 
intended  to  be  brought  forward. 

Mr.  Hume  submitted  that  there  were 
cases,  however,  in  which  the  House  was 
called  upon  to  wave  the  standing  regula- 
tions, and  that  this  was  one  of  those  in 
which  it  could  come  to  an  i m media tedeci- 

The  iS^Ma)lei*  said,  there  was  nodoubtif 
aMemherwns  in  possession  of  the  House, 
he  mi°ht  make  any  motion  he  thought  fit, 
but  at  the  same  time  it  had  been  customary 
for  many  ye;irs  past  for  hon.  Members  to 
give  notice  of  the  motions  they  intended 
to  make.     It   was  a  question  whether  a 
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occELsian  of  this  Iciad  he  ihould  not 


motion,  which  was  to  alter  a  icEolution  of 
the  House,  could  be  immediately  made, 
Bnd  without  notice. 

Mr,  Orofe  observed,  that  the  reKolutiom 
Tendered  it  imperative  that  the  order  for 
closing  the  doors  should  be  given  by  Mi. 
Speaker,  and  if  that  person  were  not  there 
to  perform  that  duty,  no  Division  could 
take  place  in  the  Committee.  He  thought 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  at  once  to 
adopt  some  means  by  which  the  ditficuky 
could  be  removed. 

Mr.  Ward  said,  that  it  was  perfectly 
clear,  that  the  business  of  the  Commilti 
could  not  be  proceeded  with  uniit  thi 
difficuhy  was  disposed  of,  and  all  he  d< 
sired  was.  to  make  such  an  alteration  i 
the  wording  of  the  resolulJon  as  would 
enable  them  to  go  on  with  the  measure 
now  under  consideration.  He  therefore 
proposed  to  move,  that  all  the  provisions 
fordiviaions  contained  in  the  third  resolu- 
tion should  be  applied  by  order  of  th< 
Chairman  of  a  Committee  as  well  as  by 
the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Healhcota  said,  that  he  could  not 
approve  of  the  proposition  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  St.  Alban's,  because  it  might 
lead  to  serious  injury  if  they  were  to  allow 
any  alteration  of  their  proceedings  to  be 
made  without  notice  on  this  subject  having 
been  previously  given.  It  would,  in  fact, 
be  establishing  a  principle  which  he  hoped 
the  House  would  never  sanction. 

Mr.  Robert  Sleuart  considered,  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  in  the  chair  had  certainly 
the  power  to  control  the  Committee,  and 
if  he  had  expressed  his  opinion  on  the 
subject,  the  difiiculty  would  not  have 
arisen.  He  understood  that  the  motion 
that  the  Chairman  should  report  progress 
was  made,  that  the  House  might  have  the 
opinion  oF  the  Speaker  as  to  whether  the 
Committee  should  divide  in  the  House  or 
under  the  new  system.  He  conceived  it 
to  be  much  more  desirable  that  the  House 
■houM  have  the  opinion  of  the  Clisir  on 
this  point,  than  that  they  should  continue 
to  waste  their  lime  in  discussion. 

Mr.  Warburlon  said,  that  the  third  re- 
solution provided  that  the  Speaker  should 
give  orders  for  the  doors  to  be  closed.  He 
apprehended  that  it  would  be  quite  com- 
petent for  the  Speaker,  ahhough  he  were 
not  in  the  chair,  to  allow  the  Division  to 
be  taken  in  the  manner  expressed  in  this 
resolution. 

The  Speaitr  was  very  unwilling  to  in- 
terfere, unlets  distinctly  appealeoto,  but 


discharge  his  duty  if  he  did  not  deliver 
his  opinion.  He  was  not  surptised  at  the 
difficulty  in  which  the  House  was  now  in- 
volved, because  it  had  always  appeared  to 
him  that  some  doubt  might  aris£  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  resolutions  were 
worded,  though  a  word  or  two  more 
would  have  removed  it.  He  conceived 
that  the  question  for  the  House  now  to 
decide  was,  whether  they  were  of  opinion 
that  the  words,  "  the  doors  being  aimul- 
taneouhly  opened  by  the  Speaker's  order," 
when  put  in  competition  with  the  other 
parts  of  the  resolution,  did  not  justify  the 
House  in  coming  to  the  decision  that  the 
resolution  as  it  now  stood  did  distinctly 
require,  that  the  Committee  should  divide 
in  the  same  form  and  manner  as  bad  been 
up  to  that  time  in  use.  He  apprehended 
that  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  the 
House  dividing  on  this  occasion  in  the 
usual  way.  If  the  House  were  of  opinion 
that  for  the  future  it  would  be  expedient 
to  establish  the  proposition  moved  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  St.  Alban's,  it  would  be 
only  on  the  present  occasion  that  the 
existing  mode  would  be  adopted. 

Counsel  for  Prisokerb.]  The  House 
again  went  into  Committee  on  the  Pri- 
soners' Counsel  Bill,  and  immediately  di- 
vided on  the  Question,  that  Clause  2nd 
stand  part  of  the  Bill. 

The  numbers  were — Ayes  134;  Noes 
50— Majority  84. 

Litl  of  the  Nots.* 
Bailey,  Jos.  Heathcote,  O.  J. 


BlacliiioTie,  W.  S. 
Bonham,  F.  B. 
Campbell,  Sir  J. 
Chichciter,  J.P. 
Childets,  John 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Cole,  Hon.  A. 
F.a>i,J.  B. 
Elley,  SirJ. 
Finch,  O. 
Forster,  C.S. 
Freshiield,  J.  W. 
Gaskcll,  J.M. 
GlyriDa,  Sir  S. 
Goring,  H.  D. 
Grote,  G. 
Hile,  R.  B. 
Hunmer,  Sir  J. 
Hardy,  J. 
Hay,  Sir  A.  L. 


Hope,  H.  T. 
Hot,  J.  B. 
Jackson,  J.  D. 
Johnitone.J.  J.  H. 
KnatchbuU,  Sir  E. 
Knighiley,  Sir  C. 
Lawton,  A. 
Lefroj,  Rt.  Hoa.  T. 
Lefroy,  A. 
Lowttier,  J.  If. 
Martin,  J. 
Mordaunl,  Sir  I* 
Pendirvn,  E.  W. 
Perceval,  Col. 
Pollingtnn,  ViKOant 
Rickford,  W. 
Roire,  Sir  R.  M. 
Roil,  C. 

Rushbrookt,  Cat. 
SehoIefieM,  J. 
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sent  to  make  publicity  the  indif  pen i able 
consequence  of  preliminary  inveBligations. 
They  saw  this  principle  of  secrecy  eiemp- 
lified  every  day  in  the  adroinistration  of 
justice.  Before  a  Grand  Jury  a  man  could 
not  be  defended  by  Counsel  and  Attorney, 
for  that  was  BR  ex paria  proceeding;  but 
hen  they  found  a  bill  against  a  man,  and 
e  was  put  on  his  trial.  Counsel  and  Altor- 
ey  were  justly  granted  to  him.  He 
should  be  very  much  pleased  to  see  the 
Bill  so  modified  as  to  give  a  power  lo  pri- 
soners to  employ  counsel  in  all  cases  of 
summary  proceeding  before  Magislrutes, 
but  he  did  most  respeclfully  warn  the 
Committee  that  many  injurious  conse- 
quences might  follow  from  passing  it  in  its 
present  stale. 

Mr.  Sergeant iri>H{/e  said,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  thought  that  persons  accused 
before  Magistrates  should  have  the  heneiit 
of  Counsel  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying 
the  Judge  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case.  It  was  a  most  monstrous  thing  tliat 
a  man  ihould  be  liable  to  be  tried  in  a 
summary  way  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
nithout  Counsel.  Until  lately  the  law  of 
England  was,  that  where  a  man  was 
brought  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  not 
for  the  purpose  oF  considering  whether  he 
should  be  committed  for  trial,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  trying  him,  he  was  allowed  the 
benefit  of  Counsel  and  Attorney.  At  pre- 
sent the  Magistrate  might  refuse  to  allow 
Counsel,  and  insome  cases  he  had  refused. 
He  wished  to  establish  that  as  a  right 
which  was  now  only  a  matter  of  favour. 

The  Solicitor -General  was  certain  that  it 
would  be  most  inconvenient  if  counsel 
were  allowed  to  parties  accused  at  pre- ' 
liroinary  investigations,  and  if  the  trial 
were  thus  converted  into  a  kind  of  appeal 
from  the  decisions  pronounced  at  these 
processes.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that 
the  clause  was  originally  intended  to  apply 
only  to  cases  of  summary  conviction,  and 
that  the  doubt  had  arisen  from  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  worded. 

Kr.Agliojihi/ voaM  put  lo  the  Solici- 
tor-General a  case  where  the  Magistrates 
acted  both  as  Judge  end  Jury,  in  which 
they  had  the  power  either  of  granting  bail 
to  the  party  accused,  or  of  committing 
him  to  prison.  Was  it  not  a  most  im- 
portant consideration  whether  a  mnn 
should  be  incarcerated  for  some  long  and 
dreary  months  in  a  prison,  or  allowed  to 
retain  hii  liberty  on  bait^ — whi'ther  he 
should  be  dragged  from  his  home,  on  hit 

2P2 


Stanley,  B.  Wyndbam.W. 

Thomas,  Col.  Wynn.Rl.Hon.C.W. 

Trevor,  Hon.  A.  TEtt-ta. 

Vera,  Sir  C.B.  BuUer,C. 

Vesey,  Hon.  T. 

On  the  Srd  Clause,  which  providesi 
"  That  all  persoiis  accused  before  any  Jus- 
tice or  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  any  offence 
Bgainsi  the  law,  shall  be  admitted  to 
make  their  answer  and  defence  to  such 
accusation,  and  to  have  any  witnesses  ex- 
amined or  cross-examined  by  Counsel  or 
by  Attorney  attending  on  their  behalf," 

Sir  Edtoard  KnatchbuU  said,  that  he 
should  think  it  his  duty  to  divide  the 
Committee  on  this  clause,  and  would 
move  an  amendment  in  words  to  this  ef- 
fect :  _'<  That  permission  to  employ  Coun- 
sel or  Attorney  should  be  granted  to  the 
parties  accused,  only  in  cases  where  Coun- 
sel or  Attorney  should  have  been  engaged 
against  them  ;  that  both  parties  should 
stand  upon  an  equal  footing,  that  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  should  have  any 
advantage  in  respect  of  Counsel." 

The  Attomty-Omeral  thought,  that 
where  an  information  was  laid  before  a 
Magistrate,  and  a  man  was  liable,  if  con- 
victed upon  trial,  to  be  sent  to  the  House 
of  Correction,  and  confined  at  hard  labour 
for  six  months,  he  had  just  as  good  a 
right  to  be  defended  by  Counsel  and  Attor- 
ney before  a  Magistrate  as  before  a  Judge. 
But  this  clause  would  give  a  party  accused 
a  right  to  attend  by  his'Couoieland  Attor- 
ney at  preliminary  investigations  before  a 
Magistrate,  and  to  bring  witnesses  r- 
prove  bis  innocence.  It  seemed  to  hi 
that  there  ware  many  cases  in  which 
Judge  was  required  to  keep  these  prelim 
nary  investigations  secret,  that  he  might 
be  enabled  by  the  facta  established  or 
these  occasions  to  find  out  who  were  thi 
parties  really  guilty  of  the  offence.  } 
was  plain  that  in  such  a  case  the  accused 
might  claim  under  this  clause  to  be  heard 
by  his  Counsel  and  Attorney;  they  might 
take  notes  of  the  evidence  adduced;  it 
might  be  published  next  morning  in  all 
Iha  dally  papers,  and  thus  notice  of  their 
danger  would  be  given  to  all  the  persons 
concerned  in  committing  the  offence.  He 
quite  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Kent,  that  it  was  not  at  all  necessary 
that  there  should  be  a  defence  by  counsel 
or  Attorney  on  preliminary  investigations. 
When  the  prisoner  came  to  be  tried,  than 
let  him  have  his  counsel — let  him  have 
cTflry  idniiitaig« ;  but  he  could  not  con- 
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first  offence,  perhaps,  taken  before  a  Ma- 
giatrate,  and  confronted  by  hostile  attor- 
nie»,  without  being  pcrmitled  tlie  aid  of 
Counsel  to  defend  himself? 

The  Commiitee  divided  on  the  Clause, 
Ayes  93;    Noes  110:    Majority  17. 
LUt  of  Ike  Ayes. 


Bnldwi 
Bodkin,  John  J. 
BrQiherlon,  J. 
BsrnnrJ,  E.  G. 
Bhke,  Mnriin  J. 
lirnal,  Ralph 


Bo«-i 


[,  Dr. 


Jish.TI.. 
Bai^han,  John 
Brnhazon,  Sir  W. 
Briiieemnn,  Henilt 
Qraily,  Denis  C. 
Buckinghnm,  J.  S. 
Baines,  Edward 
Bowes,  John 
Berkeley,  Capt.F. 
BrownriRU,  John  S. 
Cliichesler.  — 
Crawford,  WilliamS. 
Glial  m  era,  Patrick 
Crawlejf,  S. 
Cnrieis,  Herbert  B. 
Dived,  Edward 
Ewart,  William 
Evans,  George 
Elphinstone,  Howard 
Fergus,  John 
Finn,  William  T. 
Filuimon,  — 
Gillon,  William  D. 
Gaskell,  Daniel 
Grote,  George 
Gtaltan,  Henry, 
Ileaihcoie, — 
Hodges,  TbomasT. 
Hogg,  James  W. 
Hall,  Benjamin 
Hector,  C.  J. 
Hull,  Willinm 
Harland,  William  C. 
Howard,  — 
Hume,  Joseph 
Tlumphrey,  J. 
Horiman,  — 
Jervis,  John 
Kemp,  Thomas  R, 
Leader,  Jolin  T. 

Clause  rejected. 

On  the  4Lh  Clause,  which  proposes 
"  that  all  persons  who,  after  the  passing 
of  Ihis  Act,  shall  be  held  to  bail  or  com- 
mitted to  prison  for  any  offence  against 
the  law,  shall  be  entitled  to  require  and 
have  on  demand  (from  the  person  who 
shall  ii)tvc  the  lawful  custody  thereof,  and 
who  is  hereby  re<]uite<l  to  deliver  the  same) 
copies  of  the  esaminiitions  of  the  wit- 


I.yneh,  Andrew  H. 
Lennard,  Thomas  6: 
Lennox,  Lord  J.  G. 
Lennox  Lord  Arthur 
Mangles,  James 
Mullios,  F.  W. 
Morrison,  J. 
Marshall,  William 
O'Loghlen,  Serg.  M. 
Oliphant,  Lawrence 
O  Brien,  — 
O'Conneli,  Daniel 
0 'Conner,  Don 
O'Conneli,  John 
O'Conneli,  M.  J. 
Tarrolt,  Jasper 
Paltison,  James 
Pryse,  Pryse 
Palmer,  Gen.  Charles 
Power,  James 
Potter,  Richard 
Ruth  Ten,  Edward 
Roche,  DaTid 
Rippon,  Cuthbert 
Roebuck,  John  A. 
Ilamsbottom,  John 
Smith,  — 
Sirutt,  Edward 
Stewart,  V. 
Sheldon,  Edward  R. 
Sieuart,  R. 
Thompson,  Col. 
Turner,  William 
Thoroely,  Thomas 
Tulk,  Charles  A. 
Villiers,  Charlei  P. 
Wallace,  Robert 
Ward,  Henij  G. 
Warburion,  Henry 
Williams,  William 
Wakley,  Thomas 
While,  Samuel 
Wilkins,  Waller 
Wigney,  Isaac  N. 
Woiilfe,  Sergeant 
Williams,  William  A. 


nesses  respectively  upon  whose  deposi- 
tions they  have  been  so  held  to  bail  or 
committed  to  prison,  on  payment  of  a  rea- 
sonable sum  for  the  same,  not  exceeding 
id.  for  each  folio  of  100  words," 

Mr,  Sergeant  Woiilfe  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  that  there  be  inserted  after 
the  words  "  committed  to  prison"  the  fol- 
lowing : — -"  or  which  since  their  committal 
(0  prison  or  sdmiHsion  to  bail  have  been 
taken  before  any  Justice  of  Peace."  His 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  near  him  said, 
that  no  such  practice  as  that  which  hii 
amendment  was  intended  to  check  existed 
in  England;  but  this  he  knew,  that  the 
practice  of  taking  depositions  against  the 
prisoner  in  his  absence  after  he  was  sent 
to  prison  was  very  prevalent  in  Ireland, 
and  as  this  Bill  extended  to  Ireland,  he 
thought  his  amendment  highly  necessary, 

Mr.  Cullar  Fergusson  contended,  that 
in  England  no  Magistrate  bad  a  right  to 
lake  depositions  against  a  prisoner  in  bis 
absence.  The  practice  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  wished  to  check 
had  no  existence  in  England.  He  should 
be  sorry  to  see  the  admission  in  an  Act 
of  Parliament  that  such  a  practice  was 
sanctioned  by  the  Magistracy  of  England. 
He  ahould  certainly  oppose  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Sergeant  O'LoghUn  said,  that  the 
practice  of  taking  depositions  in  the  ab- 
sence of  prisoners  prevailed  in  Ireland. 
So  far  was  it  from  the  fact  that  prisoners 
I  present  when  the  witnesses  were 
examtned  against  them  before  the  Magis- 
trates in  cases  of  felony,  that  the  reverse 
generally  the  case.  In  Ireland  the 
practice  was  to  refuse  to  the  prisoner  the 
deposilioDs  or  copies  of  the  depositions 
made  against  .him.  The  amendment 
was  therefore  necessary.  The  practice 
which  it  was  intended  to  abolish  was  very 
injurious  to  the  prisoner,  and  certainly 
ought  not  to  be  continued. 

'The  Attorney  General  could  not  assent 
to  the  amendment,  as  it  would  appear  to 
legalize  a  practice  which  he  abominated. 
If  such  a  practice  as  that  which  the  hon, 

i  learned  Sergeant  described  prevailed 

Ireland,  it  was  illegal,  and  ought  at 
once  to  be  reprobated.  He  Tentembered 
that  in  Lord  El  Ion  borough 'a  time  an  in- 
stance had  occurred,  in  which  a  Magis- 
trate had  taken  depositions  against  a 
prisoner  in  his  absence,  and  thai  bis 
Lordship  had  strongly  reprobated  tlte 
practice.     Instead  of  introducing  a  clauss 
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like  lhi>,  a  Bill  should  be  introduced 
to  say,  that  if  this  practice  be  now  law, 
it  ought  rot  to  be  law  any  longer, 

Mr,  Williams  ff'ynM  concurred  in  what 
had  fallen  from  the  Aitorney-General, 
and  should  oppose  the  amendment. 

Sir  Edward  KatckbuU  observed,  that 
in  England  the  practice  was  that  whicli 
had  been  described  by  the  Attorney-Ge- 
neral ;  if  the  practice  were  so  bad  in 
Ireland,  it  ought  to  be  put  a  stop  to,  but 
it  would  be  unjust  to  do  anything  which 
might  by  implication  confound  ihe  prac- 
tice of  tlie  two  countries,  and  therefore  he 
objected  to  the  amendment, 

Mr.  Aglionby  doubted  whether  the  ob- 
jectionable practice  was  illegal  in  Ireland, 
where  the  Acl7  and  8  George  4th  did  not 
apply.  He  hoped  the  Attorney- General 
would  reconsider  his  opinion,  and  allow 
words  to  be  introduced  into  the  clause 
which  would  remove  all  doubt  on  the 
iuNect. 

Mr,  Roebuck  thought,  if  worths  were 
introduced  simply  declaring  that  no  depo- 
sitions should  be  used  against  a  prisoner 
but  such  as  liad  been  previously  commu- 
nicated to  him,  it  would  remove  all 
difficulty,  without  declaring  any  thing  as 
to  English  or  Irish  practice, 

Mr,  Sergeant  Woulfe,  after  the  decla- 
ration of  the  Attorney-General,  would 
withdraw  his  Amendment, 

Clause  agreed  to. 

On  Clause  the  5th  the  Committee  di- 
vided.     Ayes  153;    Noes  51  :     Majority 


Placet  Bill. 
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107. 

House  resumed ;  Committee  to  sit 
again. 

ExTRA^PAnocHiAi.  Places  Bill]  Mr. 
Jervis  said,  that  as  he  understood  opposition 
was  to  be  offered  to  the  motion  which  he  nas 
about  to  male,  from  quarters  whence  it  was 
least  to  be  expected,  lie  should  state  shortly 
the  nature  of  this  Bill,  The  object  he  had 
in  view  wag,  to  rofike  a  provision  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  poor  in  extra-paracbial 
places.  The  effect  of  the  existing  law 
beinp,  that  no  overseers  coold  be  appointed 
for  those  districts,  and  no  orders  could  be 
made  upon  them  to  suppm^  their  poor,  who 
were  consequently  thrown  upon  the  adjoin- 
ing parishes,  without  furnishing  any  means 
whatever  for  their  maintenance  ;  although 
by  law  extra-parochial  places  were  liable, 
for  nicb  had  been  the  construction  put  upon 
the  statute  of  Elizabeth.  Now  extra- 
puodual  plaees  had  recdved  a  great  benefit 


nndet  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  and 
it  was  unjust,  that  those  who  were  to 
receive  such  advantage  should  not  hear 
their  share  of  the  burthen  of  poor-rates. 
Besides  which,  the  noble  Lord, the  SecietHry 
for  the  Home  Department,  had  a  Bill 
before  the  House  for  the  "  Registration  of 
Births,  Marriages,  and  Dt^aths,"  which  Act 
could  not  be  carried  into  effect  in  extra- 
parochial  places,  where  there  were  no 
overseers,  if  this  Bill  did  not  pass.  But  he 
had  a  stronger  authority  for  the  Bill  than 
any  consideration  he  could  suggest.  He 
begged  to  call  the  attention  of  those  hon. 
Members  who  opposed  it  to  the  opniou 
delivered  by  Lord  Althorp,  who,  when 
he  (Mr.  Jervis)  proposed  a  clause  for  throw- 
ing upon  eutra-parochial  places  the  main- 
tenance of  their  own  poor,  in  the  Poor- Law 
Amendment  Act,  expressed  himself  favour- 
able to  the  principle  of  the  clause ;  and, 
though  he  advised  him  (Mr,  JerviB)not  to 
press  it  at  that  time,  lest  it  should  provoke 
the  opposition  of  persons,  whose  interests 
would  be  affected  by  such  a  clause,  to  the 
whole  Bill,  stated  that  if  he  would  bring 
the  proposition  forward  in  a  separate  Bill  it 
should  have  his  support;  and  in  that  opi- 
nion also  he  was  supported  by  Lord  Ha- 
therton,  then  Chief  Secretary  fur  Ireland: 
as  also  bv  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Huntingdon  (Sir  F.  Pollock),  who,  on  that 
occasion  etated,  that  the  principle  of  the 
measure  was  just ,  though  he  proper  y 
suggested  that  some  special  provision  shou  d 
be  introduced  for  the  Inns  of  court.  That 
would  be  matter  of  detail,  to  he  considered 
in  Committee;  and  he  trusted,  that  the 
House  would  so  far  recognize  the  principle 
as  to  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 
The  question  having  been  put, 
Mr.  Goring  said,  that  in  his  opinion,  the 
hon.  Member  had  no  right  to  throw  upon 
extra-parochial  plaices,  either  belonging  to 
the  Crown  or  individuals,  the  additional 
burthen  which  the  measure  contemplated ; 
and  even  if  the  principle  were  correct,  the 
principle  could  not  he  worked  out  by  the 
provisions  of  his  Bill,  He  proposed,  for 
instance,  to  enact,  that  "  overseers  should 
be  appointed  in  everyplace  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  Elisabeth."  Now 
those  provisions  were,  that  two  church- war- 
dens, and  two  or  three  householders  might 
meet,  and  on  a  certain  day  elect  overseers, 
whereas,  in  many  extra- parochial  places, 
there  were  not  two  houschulders  resident, 
and  in  none  were  there  churchwardens.  Ho 
could  not  help  cbaractcnsing  it  at  a  very 
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"iilil  piece  of  legislation  on  the  part  of  the 
hiin.  anil  lenmed  Gentleman :  it  was  a 
Tcmurkable  instance  of  the  hast^  manner  in 
which  Members  of  bb  profession,  just  going 
upon  ibe  urcuit  too,  concocted  crude  pieces 
of  legislation,  anil  he  hoped  the  House 
would  join  in  postponing  the  Bill  at  least 
for  three  weeks. 

Sir  Frederick  Pollock  rose,  not  to  discuss 
the  question  at  length,  but  merely  to  ask 
whether  the  proposei  Act  would  not  charge 
Crown  lands  to  a  considerable  extent? — 
Whether  the  consent  of  the  Crown  was  not, 
thorerore,  necessary ;  and  was  this  Bill 
brought  forward  specially  that  night  because 
none  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  were 
present. 

IheAUorney  General  BBid,  he  understood 
the  office  of  Woods  and  Forests  bad  great 
difficulty  with  regard  to  the  question,  and 
wished  for  delay. 

Sir  Charks  B.  Fere  eoasidcred  the  Bill 
was  an  invasion  of  private  property,  and  he 
truKted  that,  as  such,  the  House  would 
come   to  a  hasty  decision  upon  it, 
moved,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  Kcond  time 
that  day  ^:c  months. 

Mr.  Jervis  was  veryrauch  surprised  at  the 
manner  in  which  the  Bill  had  been  received 
fnini  nil  parties.  As  to  the  observation  of 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend,  the  Attorney. 
General,  it  was  true  the  Commissioners  of 
Wiiods  and  Forests  had  expressed  a  wish  foi 
delay  ? — but  when  ?  Not  till  it  was  set  down 
for  second  reading,  and  he  then  postponed  it 
to  this  night  for  their  convenience.  It  was 
true,  none  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  were 
there ;  but  was  that  his  fault  ?  particularly 
as  he  had  spolen  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  that  night,  and  told  bim  it  was 
eoming  on.  Besides,  if  the  consent  of  the 
Crown  were  necessary,  he  knew  enough  nl 
Parliamentary  business  to  knew,  that  il 
could  be  obtained  any  time  between  tbii 
and  the  third  reading.  Therefore,  there 
was  no  objection  on  that  ground  to  the 
Kcond  reading,  if  the  House  should  think 
fit.  So  much  for  the  technical  objections, 
urged  he  was  sorry  to  say  by  bis  hon-  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Hunting- 
don, wbo  had  been  so  lately  favourable  to 
the  piiniiplc  of  the  Bill.  He  wished 
to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  Shorcha; 
{Mr.  Goring),  whether  his  opposition  to 
the  Bill  was  by  desire  of  the  Government  { 
and  if  so,  whether  it  was  riglit  that  a  Bill 
should  be  stopped  altogether,  just  because 
the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  would  not  taki 


lands  from  the  tmeration  of  the 
Bill.  The  hon.  Member  had  culled  it  ft 
crude  "  and  "  hasty  "  measure  ;  it  might 
be  crude  and  bftsty,  hut  it  was  the  v«ry 
measure,  in  effect,  approved  of  by  Lord 
Altborp  and  Lord  Hatherton  (then  Mr. 
Littleton),  the  only  difference  being,  that 
it  was  now  in  a  separate  shape.  He  trusted 
the  House  would  allow  it  to  go  to  a  second 

Granville  Somerset  was  farounble 
to  the  principle  of  the  measure,  but  must 
join  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Shoreham  {Mr.  Goring),  of 
the  crude  state  of  the  Bill  in  its  present 
sbape.  He  hoped  the  hon.  and  i»med 
Gentleman  would  consent  to  postpone  it- 
Mr.  A^ionby  suggested  to  bis  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  (Mr.  Jervis)^  whether  the 
better  way  would  not  be  to  comply  with 
the  wish  so  generally  esprened  till  after 
the  Easter  recess. 

Mr.  Jereia  consented,  and  asked  permis. 
sion  of  the  House  to  let  the  Bill  stand  over 
the  SOth  of  April. 

Second  reading  of  the  Bill  pottpooed  U> 
April  20tb. 

Corporation  or  Pools'.^  Mr.  Pouter 
moved  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  ad« 
joumed  debate  on  the  Motion,  "That  B 
Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  circumstances  attending  the  laM 
Election  of  the  Municipal  Council  of  the 
Borough  of  Poole." 

Mi.  Hogg  rose  to  propose  an  amendment 
which  he  thought  wonld  meet  the  views  of 
all  parties,  and  which,  without  interfering 
with  the  proceedings  now  pending  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  would  yet  satisfy 
the  views  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Huddersdeld,  who  complained,  that 
though  a  Court  of  Law  might  uldmattilf 
punish  the  parlies,  yet  that  in  the  meantime 
they  bad  full  power  to  deal  with  and  to 
alienate  the  corporation  funds.  He  had 
hopes  that  his  amendment,  which  the  town- 
clerk  and  the  members  of  the  town-council 
generally  were  most  anxious  should  be 
agreed  to,  would  be  the  mon  especially 
acceptable,  because,  whilst  it  proposed  to 
embrace  in  the  inquiry  all  that  was  sub- 
stantially requisite  to  meet  the  difficulty  in 
which  the  inhabitants  of  Poole  were  alleged 
to  be  placed  by  this  false  election,  it  would 
exclude  from  the  inquiry  of  the  Committee 
all  that  was  of  a  criminal  nature,  which 
before,  and  could  only  be  properly 


«  properly 
the  trouble  to  attend  in  their  places,  to  i  decided  by,  a  Court  of  I.BW.  It  woul^ 
propose  B  clause  esempting,  if  necessary,  the  I  fae  believed,  be  agreed  od  all  lidet  thtt  • 
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Committee  of  that  House  was  a  veiy  bad 
tribunal  of  criminal  justice.  In  a  Cotn- 
luiltee,  party  feeling  waa  sure  to  be  ex- 
cited ;  its  Members  might  potiribly  not  be 
cognizant  of  the  law,  and  the  witnesses 
examined  before  it  were  unsworn.  It  did 
not,  he  believed,  appear  that  the  parties  had 
proceeded  as  fast  as  they  could  in  the  Court 
of  King's-  Bench,  for  though  they  had  got 
up  affioariti,  the  Attorney- General  did  not 
move  for  the  rule  until  the  last  day  of 
Term.  Nor  was  there  any  doubt  that  a 
Court  of  Law  was  perfectly  competent  to 
give  redress  in  this  case.  If  the  election 
were  bad,  as  stated,  the  parties  could  be 
removed  under  a  quo  narranto,  and  those 
who  bad  been  guilty  of  malversation  duly 
punished.  He  therefore  bened  leave  to 
move  as  an  amendment,  to  leave  out  from 
the  word  "  into"to  theend  of  tbeQuestion, 
in  order  toadd  the  words,  "an  alleged  inten- 
tion of  the  town-council  of  Poole  to  dispose 
of  the  property  of  the  Corporation  pending 
the  trial  of  legal  proceedings,  questioning  the 
ri^t  of  the  persons  composing  the  town- 
council  to  act  as  town-councillors;  and  into 
the  best  and  speediest  means  of  preventing 
such  disposal  of  the  said  property." 

Mr,  Poaher :  Sir,  I  shall  certainly  resist 
this  Amendment,  because  it  offers  in  this 
most  scandalous  case,  just  no  relief  at  all. 
I  can  assure  the  bon-  and  learned  Gentle- 
man opposite  (Mr.  H(^)  that  I  can  quite 
understand  that  he  has  been  but  a  short 
time  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
case  which  he  has  just  opened;  from  the 
total  misconception  of  i(s  whole  character. 
He  tells  ua  we  could  get  relief  in  a  Court 
of  Law.  I  tell  him  that  a  Court  of  Law 
cannot  give  adequate  relief  to  the  erievance 
of  which  we  complain  ;  but  that  for  every 
redress  and  reporaiion  which  the  Courts  of 
Lawin  this  country  can  administer,  we  have 
prayed  ; — we  have  prosecuted  that  remedy, 
we  are  punuing  it  with  every  possible  effort, 
and  with  all  the  speed  that  is  consistent 
with  the  rules  of  the  Court.  But  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  in  a  great  mistake  as  to  the 
cbaracterof  those  proceedings  which  we  have 
instituted  in  a  Court  of  Law ;  he  does  not 
seem  to  he  aware  that  so  early  as  the  third 
day  of  last  term  an  application  was  made  for 
a  new  warrant  against  the  councillors,  so 
fraudulently  elected;  and  that,  when  the 
Bule  was  made  absolute,  by  the  courw  of 
practice  in  the  Court,  it  became  impossible 
to  give  the  notices,  under  which  we  could 
proceed  to  trial  at  the  assizes  now  ensuing ; 
it  therefore  was  impossible  to  obtain  any 
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could  be  obtained  till  Michadmao* 
term  ; — and  by  that  time  the  couneillom 
would  have  been  out  of  office.  But  even 
if  we  could  get  rid  of  them  this  moment, 
I  can  prove  to  the  hnn.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman, it  would  he  just  no  remedy  at  all  1 
Those  most  fraudulently  and  wickedly- 
elected  councillors,  would  be  perfectly  in- 
different to  any  thing  that  Courts  of  Law 
in  this  country  can  do  against  them, 
provided  the  Legislature  would  allow 
the  parties  to  retain  the  ulterior  conse- 
quences of  the  original  fraud,  which  they 
have  gained.  Knowing  that  if  we  could 
get  rid  of  their  ori^n^  appointment,  we 
cannot  by  the  rules  of  law  get  rid  of  its 
ulterior  consequences  ;  they  would  ta  , 
"  we  will  abandon  to  you  the  foundation, 
provided  you  will  allow  us  to  keep  the  su- 
perstructure ; — if  you  will  allow  us  to 
keep  the  fruits  of  our  original. fraud, —  we 
care  not  what  becomes  of  the  quo  warrant- 
Oj,"^That  is  the  argument  they  are  act- 
ing upon,  that  is  why  we  have  no  pro- 
spect of  relief,  and  call  upon  the  House  for 
it.  As  this  is  a  case  In  which  no  remedy 
can  be  applied,  but  that  of  the  Legislature, 
BO  no  constitutional  principle  can  be  an 
answer  to  my  application: — the  constitu- 
tional principle  of  not  applying  to  the  Le- 
^slature  for  that  relief  which  you  can  gain 
from  a  Court  of  Law.  You  may,  in  some 
cases,  be  supposed  therefore  to  doubt  the  jus- 
tice of  your  case,  inasmuch  as  yuu  are  claim- 
ing here  what  you  could  obtain,  if  your  cage 
were  good,  under  Courts  of  Law.  That 
is  not  the  state  of  this  case,  Sir.  Here, 
the  only  remedy  which  can  be  applied 
must  commence,  in  this  House: — if  there- 
fore you  wish  to  destroy  and  discourage 
such  fraud,  you  are  bound  to  give  ua  this 
Committee.  Nothing  unctmstitutional  can 
arise  from  it.  The  whole  of  these  proceed- 
ings were  carried  on  in  the  grot^sest  fraud ; 
in  both  of 'the  wards  of  this  borough,  the 
elections  were  carried  on  in  a  small  room, 
under  such  circumstances  as  that  it  was 
impossible  the  election  should  be  fair;  the 
voters  were  not  aUowed  to  remain,  hut 
were  removed  by  the  constables  after  they 
had  voted,  and  it  was  impossible  to  put  the 
question  expressly  prescribed  by  the  Act. 
In  many  instances  the  Mayor  received 
papers  closed  up,  put  them  into  the  bos, 
and  on  them  founded  his  scandalous  fraudu- 
lent return ;  and  so  conscious  was  he  of  the 
fraud,  that  he  had  not  the  face  to  affix  the 
number  of  voters  to  the  names  of  the  can- 
didates, being,  I  will  venture  to  say,  the 
oalj  iitit«iu«  in  the  whole  country  of  such 
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'  a  aicamtUaee  oectmiog.  And  in  tath  a 
ewe  >s  tln^  sre  we  not  jiudSed  in  Nnin^ 
if  j«u  dron't  Bcan  to  refiue  all  redicv,  jaa 
miut  grant  uc  tlii*  Committee  ? — What 
«raa  the  fint  proeeeding  of  tbit  toaodl  ? — 
Whf ,  in  one  daj'  to  confer  twelTe  appcnnt- 
nteiiu  on  penon*  of  the  name  of  SUde, 
(that  being  the  Maroi'i  name)  and  fraodo- 
lentiy  and  coDnnTcly  to  gert  the  town, 
deik,  a  botom  friend  of  ibe  Uavor,  tbal 
lie  might  put  in  fail  claim  for  c^nnpeRsa- 
tion,  to  the  amount  of  'flOOl.,  far  m  office 
worth  sol.  a  j-ear!  I  da  mj.  Sir,  that 
In  order  to  innitute  an  inqniij,  and  to 
prcrent  the  alienation  of  the  property  (rf* 
the  town,  the  Hoiue  is  bound  to  grant 
die  Committee. 

Mr.  ScarUtt  approved  of  the  amendment 
much  more   than  of  the   original  motion. 
The   tubjt^  did  not  pToperlj   belong   to 
Parliament,  it  wu  one  that  a  Court  of  Lai 
alone  (faould  take   cognizance  of.     It  wi 
true  the  Court*  or  Law  conU  not  remedj 
the  offence  reallj  complained  of,  ihat  tbi* 
wa*  a  CooienrariTe  Corporation ;  but  they 
could  remedy  the  offences,   if  any,  really 
committed.     If  the  election  was  had. 
King's  Bench  could  pronounce  it  Toid, 
could  it  the  nomination  of  aldermen ;  i 
the  Court  of  Chancery  could  interfere  with 
uy  alienation  of  property  by  the  Corpora. 
tioD.     Tbe  present  li 
a  novel  and  unconiliiuttoni 
granny  on  the  part  of  Parliament  to  inter- 
fere with  the  rights  of  the  Courts  of  Law. 
Tbe  House  dtridcd  on  the  original  mo- 
tion :  Ayes  188  ;  Noes  70: — Majority  118. 
On  the  question  that  the  Committee  be 
named — 

Mr.  WiUiamt  Wtjnn  expressed  his  s  ii  - 
prise  that  tbe  House  of  Commons  should 
attempt  to  usurp  the  functions  of  the  ordi- 
nary tribunals.  Such  an  attempt— such  a 
monstrous  invasion  on  the  privileges  of  the 
Bench,  he  in  his  whole  Pnrluimentary 
experience  never  witnesicd.  He  did'  en- 
deavour in  the  present  case  to  resist  this 
most  dangerous  precedent.  This  was  n 
case  that  wu  strictly  one  Rt  only  for  judi- 
cial investigation,  and  he  (Mr.  Wynn)  en- 
tered his  strongest  protest  against  this  de- 
<nstoii,  by  which  it  seemed  that  potiiicjl 
feelings,  more  than  the  justice  of  the  < 
determined  llic  matter.  He  would 
diviilc  the  Huureon  the  question,  but  he 
entered  his  solemn  protest,  as  decidedly  as 
lie  nnild,  ngainst  the  last  decision,  as  being 
in  itielf  an  evil,  and  likely  to  lead,  from  the 

Ircecdcnt  it  would  form,  tu  greater  evils, 
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r,  GxRdleftolhelHsciiUn,— Br  IhtDuka  of 
uirri-i,  from  EHt  RetTord,  igilBit  Iha  Itiducgd 
on  Spiriti  nude  in  iTtiBKl,— Bjr  tb«  Hin|iiBB  of 
rnwmii,  rmm  Llw^Ua,  Un  «n  orfa  Mrtud  of 


Breach  op  Pbivilkob.]  Lord  Teytu 
ham  regretted  being  obliged,  under  anj 
drcumstances,  to  take  up  a  moment  of  their 
Loidshipa'  time  upon  n  niBtter  relating 
personally  to  so  insignificant  a  person  ai 
bimseir,  and  tbe  more  especially  when  the 
object  he  hod  in  view  was  his  own  defence  ; 
but  BS  he  felt  that  his  allowing  himself  (o 
be  prevented  by  this  regret  from  celling  to 
their  attention  a  breach  of  privilege,  to 
which  he  had  been  subjected,  he  should 
not  be  doing  his  duty,  either  to  hia 
own  honour  or  their  Lordships'  dignity, 
Ik  Iifi4  to  trv)t,  Uiat  he  might  OtM,  &t^ 
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noble  Viscount  meant  to  apfly  to  him  the 
obserratioiis  which  had  appeared  attached 
to  his  name  in  the  Morning  Poll  of  yester- 
day, and  which  he  undentnod  had  heen 


cuMd  for  doing  H  for  a  Teiy  few  minutes. 
Upon  the  di»cuwion  of  the  other  evening, 
with  reference  tu  the  conduct  of  the  Brigh- 
ton Magifltntei,  a  noble  Viicount  was 
made  to  appear  in  one  of  the  momine 
papers  u  having  made  a  most  penonal  and 
derogatory  attack  upon  him.  He  knew  not 
whether  the  noble  Viscount  to  whom  he 
alluded  wu  now  in  his  place  or  not,  ncn' 
did  he  care  whether  he  was  or  not.  ^The 
^MiofShafietbury:  Wait  till  he  comes.] 
He  should  not.  It  was  quite  immatenal  to 
him  whether  the  oohle  Viscount  was  pre- 
sent or  not.  The  noble  Viscount,  forget- 
ful of  many  kiodneases  done  by  him  to  hit 
family,  had  made  upon  him,  as  it  appeared 
in  the  report  to  which  he  alluded,  a  moat 
unwarrantable,  gross,  and  unfounded  at- 
tack, and  he  would  be  failing  in  the  duty 
he  owed  to  thcii  Lordships  individually, 
as  well  as  to  the  reiq)ect  he  entertained  for 
their  privileges,  if  be  did  not  fonnally 
bring  it  under  their  notice.  His  complaint 
was  a  breach  of  the  privilegesof  the  House 
committed  by  the  Morning  PoH  newspaper. 
That  paper,  notorious  alone  for  the  fsJse. 
hood  of  every  statement  it  put  forth,  had 
published  a  versiun  of  the  noble  Viscount's 
speech  upon  the  discussion  of  the  other 
evening  not  only  totally  difierent  from  what 
he  believed  the  noble  Viscount  had  said, 
but  in  every  word  varying  from  the  re- 
ports which  appeared  in  the  other  morning 
papers.  He  knew  well — 

The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  rose  to  order. 
He  submitted  that,  in  the  absence  of  the 
noble  Viscount  to  whom  the  noble  Lord 
alluded,  the  present  complaint  ought  not 
to  he  made. 

Lord  Tej/nkam  wu  again  proceeding. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  agati  rose 
to  order.  The  nobte  Viscount  Eluded  to 
would,  he  had  iia  doubt,  be  in  his  place 
presently,  and  he  submitted  it  nonld  be  but 
decorous  to  wait  for  his  presence. 

Lord  Tet/nham  would  wait  the  noble 
Viscount*s  appearance,  on  the  understand. 
inK>  that  if  he  did  not  appear  before  the 
risiuK  of  the  House  he  (Lord  Teynham) 
■hould  be  at  liberty  to  proceed  with  his 
complaint.  [Shortly  afterwards  Viscount 
Stxangford  entered  the  House.  The  noble 
Lord  then  continued.l  Seeing  the  noble 
Viscount  in  his  place,  he  begged  to  proceed 
with  the  Motion  on  which  be  had  been  in- 
terrupted. As  a  preliminary  Btep,he  desired, 
with  the  permission  of  the  House,  to  ask 
two  questions  of  the  noble  Viscount  He 
witbed,  in  the  first  place,  to  know  if  the 


count  himself?  He  had  understood  the 
ipeech  of  the  noble  Viscount  the  other 
evening  in  a  totally  different  sense  from 
that  conveyed  by  the  report  to  which  he 
alluded ;  and  he  be^ed,  therefore,  to  ask, 
whether  he  was  to  take  as  the  real  senti- 
ments of  the  noble  Viscount  bis  hnpression 
of  his  speech,  or  that  which  the  report 
would  convey  ?  In  other  words,  did  the 
noble  Viscount  mean  to  apply  the  obsero 
rations  as  they  appeared  in  the  Morning 
Pott  to  him  ?  QThe  noble  Lord  resumed 
his  seat.  A  pause  of  a  few  minutes  ensued.  J 

Lord  Teynham:  My  Lords,!  demand  an 
answer  to  my  question.  i 

Lord  Kenyan  rose  to  order.  The  noble 
Lord  was  doing  that  which  was  most  irre- 
gular. Whatever  the  observations  of  the 
noble  Viscount  might  have  been,  they  were 
made  in  the  presence  of  the  noble  Lord  ^ 
bad  they  been  in  any  degree  persons!  or 
insulting  to  the  noble  Lord's  feelings,  thej 
should  have  been  at  once  noticed  by  him. 
Certainly  a  more  irregular  question  could 
not  be  put  than  that  of  asking  a  noble 
Lord  to  state  whether  a  certain  report, 
which  appeared  in  a  newspaper,  was  true 
or  false.  If  their  Lordships  were  dediDtu 
of  preserving  the  order  of  their  proceedings, 
they  should  not  sanction  the  continuance 
tif  the  present  discussion. 

Lord  Teynham  thought  that  when  the 
character  of  a  Member  of  that  House  vtaa 
most  grossly  and  wantonly  attacked,  the 
utmost  latitude  should  be  given  in  the 
interpretation  of  its  orders.  When  the 
noble  Viscount  spoke  the  other  evening, 
he  (Lord  Teynham)  either  did  not  per- 
fectly hear  him,  or  totally  misunderstood 
the  nature  of  his  remarks.  He  thought  it 
was  due  to  him  (Lord  Teynham)  as  to 
their  Lordships  that  be  should  be  permitted 
to  put  his  question  and  that  the  noble 
Viscount  should  be  called  upon  to  answer 
it.  CTbe  noble  Lord  again  resumed  bii 
seatn 

The  Maroness  of  WestminHer  rose  to 
present  apetttion. 

Lord  Teynham  asked  if  be  waa  not  to 
have  an  answer  to  his  question  ? 

Lord  EUenboTOugk  observed,  that  the 
noble  Lord's  proceeding  was  quite  out  of 
Older.  It  vras  spedfic^y  stated  in  the  re- 
gulations of  the  House,  that  no  noble  Lord 
should  require  any  H^lanation  ftom  uiotfaer 
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except  for  wordi  spoken  in  debate }  and 
tbat  even  in  luch  caae  ttie  explanation 
should  be  required  on  the  moment. 

Lord  Tej/nkam  would  Lave  demanded 
an  explanation  upon  the  moment,  but  tbnt 
be  did  not  underatand  the  observations  of 
the  noble  Viscount.  They  were,  in  the 
first  place,  too  diplomatic  for  bis  compre- 
hension ;  and,  in  the  second,  he  could  not 
have  thought  that  an  attack  upon  his  cha- 
racter would  have  proceeded  from  such  a 
source. 

The  Marquess  of  Saltibury  rose  to  order. 
Some  stop  should  at  once  be  put  to  the 
irregular  discusnon  whidi  hud  arisen. 

Lord'  Tejfnliam,  notwithstanding  the  call 
to  order,  would  persevere  in  putting  the 
question.  Once  more  he  asked  of  the  noble 
viscount,  if  the  uncaned-fur,  false,  and 
scandalous  speech — ^"  Order,  orrfer."] 

Viscount  Melbourne  roK. — It  was  obvi- 
ous to  all,  that  unless  some  degree  of  order 
was  preserved,  and  some  attention  paid  to 
the  rules  of  debate,  it  would  be  quite  im- 

C*ble  for  the  House  to  proceed  in  the 
large  of  the  public  duties  allotted  to 
it.  Tnere  could  be  no  question  but  that 
the  noble  Lord  was  perfectly  irregular  in 
referring  to  observations  made  during  a 
former  debate.  The  very  object  of  the 
regulation  which  had  been  alluded  to  was, 
the  prevention  of  such  irregular  discussions 
OS  that  which  had  been  commenced.  He, 
therefore,  hoped  the  noble  Lord  would  see 
the  propriety  of  withdrawing  his  question. 

Lord  Tei/nkam  :  After  the  speech  of  the 
noble  Viscount,  he  bc^ed  to  say  he  felt 
completely  satisfied,  ena  should  not  trouble 
the  House  any  further.  He  regretted  that 
GO  unworthy  a  Member  of  the  House  els 
himself  should  have  taken  up  even  so  much 
of  their  Lordships  time  upon  the  matter. 

The  matter  dropped. 
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Obanoe  Lodqbs.I  Upon  the  Order  of 
the  Day  for  the  Motion  of  the  Marquess  of 
Londonderry,  relative  to  Orange  Lodges, 
having  being  read, 

The  Earl  of  WinchiUca  rose  to  request 
of  his  noble  Friend  the  postponement  of  the 
motion  until  to-morrow  evening.  He  did  so 
in  consequence  of  the  continued  absence  of 
a  noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of  Roden},  who 
was  exlreracly  anxious  to  be  present  upon 
the  debate,  and  who  was  expected  to  arrive 
early  to-morrow. 

_  ITie  Marquess  of  Londonderry  felt  con- 
nderablv  embarrassed  by  the  request  of  bis 
noble  ^liend,  whom  he  was  very  anxious 
to   oblige ;   but  being  [daced    in  a  very 


awkward  posilion,  it  would  be  with  great 
regret  that  he  consented  to  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  motion.  When  he  lirEt  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  of  bringing  under 
their  Lordships'  coni<ideration  the  Report 
of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  upon  Orange  Lodges,  he  did  so 
solely  with  the  view  of  refuting  the  strong 
personal  allusions  which  had  been  made 
upon  his  conduct  in  connexion  with  that 
subject;  and  feeling  naturally  most  anxious 
to  get  rid  of  the  pain  which  those  dark 
and  cunning  insinuations  had  given  him, 
he  should  regret  that  even  twenty-four 
hours  more  should  pass  over  without  his 
having  an  opportunity  to  call  their  Lord.- 
ships'  attention  to  the  subject.  He  thought 
it  would  be  very  practicable,  without  en- 
tering upon  the  general  subject  of  Orange 
I^^s,  at  once  to  proceed  with  his  con- 
tradiction of  the  allegations  made  in  the 
other  House;  end  thereTore,  unless  it  was 
the  opinion  of  their  Lordships  generally, 
that  he  ought  Co  wait,  faewould  begto  make 
his  statement,  reserving,  however,  all  dis. 
cusaion  on  the  general  question  to  a  future 
occasion.  .\  connderable  time  had  now 
elapsed  since  he  first  gave  notice  of  the 
motion,  and  he  therefore  thought  he 
should  not  be  guilty  of  any  disrespect  to 
the  noble  Earl  if  he  proceeded.  He  was, 
however,  in  the  hands  of  the  House,  and 
would  bow  to  their  decision. 

The  Earl  of  WinchUtea  observed  that  he 
had  not  held  any  communication  with  the 
noble  Earl  to  whom  he  alluded,  and  that 
he  only  sought  for  the  postponement  upon 
the  ground  that  the  intimate  connexion 
existing  between  the  noble  Earl  who  was 
absent  (Earl  of  Roden),  and  the  institutions 
in  question,  would  enable  him  to  undertake 
their  defence  with  more  knowledge  of  the 
subject  than  any  then  present. 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland  was  most 
anxious  the  present  discussion  should  take 
place  as  soon  as  possible ;  but  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  Earl  (Carl  (£  Win. 
chilsea),  and  taking  into  consideration  the 
connexion  which  had  subusted  between 
the  noble  Eait  (Esxl  of  Roden)  and  the 
late  constitutional  and  loyal  association^ 
called  the  Orange  Ix>dges  of  Ireland,  he 
thought  it  would  be  better  (hat  his  noble 
Friend  Aould  wait  until  he  was  present. 

The  Marquess  of  Londonderry  thought 
it  but  right  to  observe,  that  whei)  be  first 
gave  notice  of  his  motion  he  distinctly 
stated  that  his  only  reason  for  not  proceed- 
ing with  it  immediately,  was  the  noble 
Earl  in  question's  sbsence.    He  oottdnljr 
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expected  that  ere  this,  the  noble  Earl  would 
hare  ntanRged  to  have  been  in  bu  place.  He 
could  not,  he  regretted,  give  naj  lo  an 
iodiTidual  request,  but  should  the  Huuse 
be  in  favour  of  a  postponement,  be  should 
at  once  bow  to  it. 

Viscount  Melbourne  ihought,  that  if  the 
noble  Barl  was  to  be  in  his  place  to-morrow 
it  might  be  better  to  postpone  the  motion. 
If  any  attack  had  been  made  on  the  noble 
Marquess  in  another  place,  (and  he  was  ig- 
norant of  any  such  attack)  surely,  it  could 
make  little  matter  whether  it  was  answered 
then  or  twenty-fours  hence. 

The  Marquess  of  Londonderry:  in  order 
to  prevent  the  impossibility  of  another 
postponement,  in  consequence  of  his  ab- 
sence, he  would  at  once  name  Monday  next 
for  bis  motion. 

Motion  postponed  till  Monday. 

HOUSE   OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday,  March  3,    1836. 

Mumn.]  NewWTit.  On  ihi  Uotian  nTiheLoiiD  Adto- 
MTIf  f^  Pibtey,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  ALKTAivDKit 
GuvAiH   SFixutr   who  bm   uceptfld  of  tb«  Chiltem 


Pititloiu  pnuetad.  Bj  m.  Hnuc,  tram  Limekiln,  tf 
.  just  oT  the  Cbtifa  piyablo  bj  Btltlifa  Shipiilui  ai 

hm.fbr  Helief  lo  the  IHnmlvn ;  tnm  Boctoi,  Pn 

—By  CipUin  Pmcmiu,,  Cwm  tenal  Plicw,  iguDR 
Lud-tni  flnn  Die  Ucsond  Vietuttlen  of  ir< 
Fl«n  in  Siwr:  uid  br  Mr.  jHvri,  (torn  thai 
Chmu.  ■laloit  Uie  AddltlDUl  Duty  od  Spttit  Lite 
—By  Mt.  J.  C  DUHDAB,  from  York,  for  CorponlioD 
Ad  ChuTdi  Refbnn  '^  »—»-—■    -— .--  -.-..       ^. 


Rdictto 


n.  of  Billot  and  Hoi 


Il«fiJtm.-8y(Ir.T,l  .     ..    ^,„, 

— fts  RtUff  to  Uh  Agriculnm]  IntETnL— By  Ur.  Shah 
UH  CiAirronD,  from  Bdhn,  la  hTour  of  Mr.  Buck 
ikohaii'b  clilBi  from  wreral  Plus,  igthM  Tilb»- 
By  Mr  Biiw*i,  Sir  O.  Slllltitl.i!.D,   Mmiv  D*J>«I 

PlKtv—^iIiKt  tha  Addlddul  Duly  on  Spirit  Unnus. 
—By  Sir  RonitD  FmiouKiH,  ftom  Nottingham,  toi 
Rdlrf  to  tli>  D\mealtn  i  alio  fbt  an  AllcraUon  la  thi 


TiuB&R  DtmEB.]  Mr.  Jtobinson  pre- 
sented a  petition,  signed  by  several  hun- 
dreds of  ihe  principal  inhabitants  of  Notb 
Scotia,  who  stated,  that  they  had  heard 
with  alarm  the  proposed  alteration  of  the 
scale  of  duties  on  Timber.  The  ostensible 
object  of  the  alteration  was  for  the  benefit 
oTpenoai  engaged  ia  the  timber  tnde ; 


but,   jtidgine    from      the    evidence     tbat 
had  been  ofiered  before  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Timber  Duties,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  no  such   result    would    be  produced. 
If  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  bad 
been  present,  it    had   been   bis  inteotum 
to    complun   of  the  long    state    of    sus- 
pense in    which   the    colonies    had    been 
kept   with  respect     to    the    intentions    of 
the  Government.     Some  allusion  had  been 
made  on  a  previons  evening  to  what   had 
been  said  at  a  meeting  of  shipowners  ivksre 
he  was  present,  attributing  certain  expres- 
sions c^  opinion  to  an  hon.  Gentleman  also 
present,   with  reqiect  to  tbe  intentions  of 
Government  to  delay  tbe  measure  in  con- 
templation until  late  in   tbe  Setuon,  and 
then  to  pass  it  in  a  thin  House.     No  such 
thing  was  said,  nor  did  he  believe  that  any 
such  attempt  would  be  made.     But    this 
was  said,  and  in  this  he  concurred,  that 
Government  should   bring  forward   their 
measure  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity, 
in  order  to  give  leisure  to  professional  per- 
sons interested  in  the  subject  to  direct  theu 
attention  to  its  investif^tion.     He  trusted, 
that  whatever  the  measure  might  be,  it 
would  not  be  founded   upon  partial  evi- 
dence ;  hut  that  the  whole  of  the  evidence 
taken  before  the  Committee  would  be  made 
its  foundation.     With  respeet  to  that  evi- 
dence, since  his  experience  in  Parliament^ 
he  never  knew  of  such  extraordinary  delay 
in  the  delivery  of  the  Report  of  a  Commit- 
tee. The  evidence  was  complete  in  August, 
and  It  was  not  til!  the  following  January 
that  the  Report  was  delivered.     Had  the 
Report  not  been  nllowed  to  remain  during 
all  this  period  in  the  printer's  hands,  the 
leisure  of  the  recess  might  have  been  em* 
ployed  by  Members  in  attending  to  its  re- 
commendations, and  the  colonies  might  have 
become  acquainted    with    that    which  so 
deeply  affected  their   interests.     Hud  not 
his  hon.    Friend  the  Member  for  Teign- 
mouth  (Mr.  G.  F.  Young),  a  motion  in  a 
specific  shape  on  the  subject  of  the  timber 
duties  on  the   Ordets  of  that  House,  he 
should  have  thought  it  liis  duty  to  inquire 
into  the  cause  of  so  apparently  unaccount- 
able a  delay ;  but  as  that  was  the  case  he 
should  refrain  from  further  remarks  until 
opportunity  was  afforded  him  on  tbe  occa.. 
sion  of  the  discussion  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  Jioehuck  said,  that  the  colonics  would 
not  be  affected  by  any  alteration  in  tbe 
timber  duties,  which  would  have  the  effect 
of  lessening  or  abolishing  them  altogether. 
He  had  full  authority  from  one  of  the 
largest  of  the  Colonia  cmcetaed  in  the 
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timber  trade  (Canada^  to  say,  that  it 
n  fo:   ■ 


should  be  entirely  done  awaj  with. 

Mr.  George  F.  Young  complained,  that 
when,  on  a  fanner  evciiing,  he  wished  to 
know  what  was  the  nature  of  the  negotia- 
tions pending  with  Eome  of  the  northern 
powers  upon  this  subject,  his  question  was 
ingeniously  evaded  by  a  reply  from  the 
right  hon.  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  that  because  the  negotiations  were 
BtiU  pending  they  ought  not  to  be  disclosed. 
He  was,  howerer,  au:(ious  that  the  nature 
of  these  negotiations  should  be  made 
Icnown,  for  it  might  turn  out  that  the  very 
thing  wag  intended  which  those  connected 
with  the  timber  trade  wished  to  have 
avoided.  He  should  tate  every  opportunity 
of  calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this 
subject  until  it  was  sattifactorily  ar- 
ranged. 

Lord  Sandon  said,  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bath  must  have  been  under  a  mistake, 
when  be  said  he  had  the  authority  of  the 
colony  of  the  Canadas  for  his  assertion. 
The  hon.  Member  might,  no  doubt,  be  in 
poKiession  of  the  authority  of  the  Lower 
House  to  that  effect ;  but  the  Lower  House 
was  generally  composed  of  merchants  and 
persons  resident  in  towns,  having  no  parti- 
cular interest  in  the  trade  in  timber.  It 
WBs  otherwise  with  the  proprietors  of 
timber  land,  who  formed  a  large  proportion 
of  the  population  bf  the  Upper  Province ; 
and  he  was  able  to  state  that  they  were, 
almost  without  exception,  deeply  opposed 
toil. 

Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 

Sir  Fredekick  Stoven.]  On  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Constabu- 
UryPorce(lrelaiid}Bill  having  been  brought 

op. 

Sir  Sobert  SaUson,  seeing  the  noble 
Xord,  the  Secretary  for  Ireland,  in  his 
place,  vished  to  ask  a  question  relating 
(o  the  statement  made  by  him  (Sir  Robert 
Baleson)  on  a  former  night,  when  this 
Bill  was  before  the  House.  Hon.  Members 
were  aware,  that  he  made  an  assertion  to 
the  effect  that  an  officer  in  the  police  had 
communicated  to  him  a  circumstance 
which  showed  the  wish  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  make  the  Police  Force  in  Ireland 
»  political  body.  But  he  refused,  when 
taunted  by  Gentlemen  opposite,  to 
state  the  name  of  his  informant,  and  he 


GoTerament  to  every  police  officer  in 
Ulster,  requiring  to  know  whether  any 
of  them  had  communicated  with  him  (Sir 
Robert  Bateson)  on  the  subject. 

Viscount  Morpeth  could  tell  the  hon. 
Baronet  that  no  such  circular  letters  were, 
so  far  as  he  knew,  addressed  to  the  police 
officers.  With  respect  to  the  charge 
brought  on  a  fonner  evening  against  Sir 
Frederick  Stoven,  he  could  say,  that  SirFre- 
derick  had  been  applied  to, and  Government 
had  received  such  an  answer  as  would 
enable  them  fully  lo  refute  the  insinuationi 
against  his  conduct.  He  was  convinced 
that  there  existed  no  foundation  whatever 
for  the  hon.  Baronet's  charges.  He 
would  take  another  opportunity  of  stating 
fully  lo  the  House  what  he  considered  a 
complete  vindication'  of  Sir  Frederick 
Sloven's  conduct. 

Sir  Robert  Baleson  said,  there  was  no 
need  for  Government  to  go  to  expense  in 
sending  those  circular  letters.  He  was 
witling  to  state  the  name  of  the  gentle- 
man upon  whose  authority  he  made  the 
assertion,  and  was  on  the  night  he  made 
it  ready  to  do  so,  but  he  did  not  think  it 
right  to  yield  that  information  to  the  ironi- 
cal cheers  with  which  he  was  assailed  from 
the  other  side.  His  informant  was  Mr. 
Somerset  Curry,  and  he  hoped  this  person 
would  not  have  to  contend  with  the 
vengeance  of  the  Irish  Government,  nr 
of  the  party  which  directed  their  entire 
proceedings. 

Viscount  Morpeth  would  not  notice  thft 
observation  of  the  hon.  Baronet  respecting 
the  vengeance  of  the  Irish  Government. 
All  he  would  say  was,  that  when  the 
proper  time  arrived  he  could  show  that 
his  charges  against  Sir  Frederick  Stoven 
were  altogether  unfounded. 

Subject  dropped. 

The  Dorchester  Labourers.]  Mr, 
Roebvck  begged  to  ask  the  hon.  Member 
for  Plnsbury,  whether  he  intended  to 
renew  his  Motion  relative  to  a  remission 
of  (he  sentence  passed  on  the  Dorchester 
labourers,  now  that  Orange  Lodgei 
and  secret  societies  were  suppressed  7 

Mr.  Wakley  would  be  glad  to  have  t 
few  days  to  consider  what  coarse  )m 
should  adopt.  In  the  course  of  the 
discussion  upon  that  subject  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  John  Russell),  the  Secretary 


now  wished  to  know  if  what  he  had  heard  ;  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  had 
from  Ireland  was  true — namely  that  cir-  |  stated  that  llie  question  was  likely  to 
cular    letters    had    beeo    addressed    by  I  be  satisfactorily  set  at  rest;    ind,  from 
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the  amicftblfl  feeling  that  then  exiited,  be 
did  not  Ihinit  that  it  would  be  necetssry 
to  renew  his  Motion.  (He  Mr.  Wakley) 
trusted  that  the  couree  which  the  Govern- 
ment would  adopt  on  this  question  would 
render  it  unnecessary  for  him  to  renew 
his  Motion. 

Lord  John  HtusellvM.  able  to  say,  that 
since  the  discussion  that  had  talcea  place 
in  [hat  House,  be  had  thought  it  his  duly 
to  recommend  to  his  Majesty  that  two  of 
the  Dorchester  labourers  should  have  a 

Eart  of  their  sentence  commuted.  He 
ad  already  stated  that  four  out  of  the 
six  had  been  permitted  to  return  at  the 
end  of  two  years,  which  would  terminate 
in  October  of  the  present  year;  and  he 
had  felt  it  his  duty  to  recommend  to  his 
Majesty  that  the  remaining  two  should 
return  at  the  end  of  three  years,  which 
his  Majesty  had  been  pleased  to  direct. 
He  did  not  tiiink  that  anything  had  since 
occurred  which  would  induce  him  to 
recommend  a  further  remission  of  the 
sentence  which  had  been  passed  upon 
these  persons. 

Pooft  Rate  akd  Hjohwat  Bill.] 
Mr.  Pouletl  Scrope  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  provide  for  the  levy  of 
Ibe  Poor-rate  and  Highway-rate  in  all 
the  parishes  of  England  and  Wales  upon 
a  aDiform  system  of  valuation  and  assess- 
ment. There  existed  great  discrepancies, 
as  every  body  knew,  in  the  valuation  not 
alone  of  different  districts  and  boroughs, 
but  also  between  tbe  valuations  in  differ- 
ent parishes  of  the  same  district  and 
borough.  He  would  read  several  extracts 
from  the  Reports  of  tbe  Poor-Law  Com- 
missioners, in  order  to  prove  the  correct- 
ness of  his  assertion.  He  might  be  asked 
what  was  the  cause  of  these  discrepancies, 
and  the  consequent  injustice  they  entailed 
upon  some  portions  of  the  population  of 
the  country  i  but  he  did  not  know,  unless 
it  were  the  syitera  of  jockeying  which 
took  place  between  parish  and  parish. 
To  remedy  these  evils,  he  proposed  two 
simple  enactments  in  the  measure  he 
prayed  for  leave  to  introduce  to  the  House. 
The  first  was,  that  the  poor-rate  and 
highway  rates  should  be  levied  on  the 
real,  and  not  on  the  assumed,  value  of 
property.  The  second,  that  there  should 
be  a  piimary  appeal  allowed  to  tbe  Bench 
of  Magistrates  at  Petty  Sessions,  which 
should  be  held  several  tiroes  a  year  for 
that  porpoie.     He  did  not  think  thai  (he 
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new  valaalion  would  require  tny  great 
expense  to  effect  it,  and  he  was  certain  it 
would  be  productive  of.  the  happiest  re- 
sults to  all  concerned.  There  would  no 
longer  be  the  inconvenience  and  injustice 
resulting  from  arbitrary  and  incongruoos 
levies  on  the  parishioners,  nor  would  there 
be  any  continuance  of  that  petty  and 
harassing  legislation,  and  appeals  to 
Quarter  Sessions  which  now  prevailed. 
The  overseers  would  speedily  and  effect- 
ively airange  all  these  matters,  by  acting 
on  the  principle  of  equal  assessment,  em- 
bodied in  the  Bill  which  he  now  begged 
leave  to  bring  in. 

Captain  Peckell  denied  the  evil  effects 
which  the  hoa.  Member  attributed  to  tbe 
working  of  the  present  system,  and  ap- 
pealed to  the  state  of  the  county  of  Sussex 
for  the  sufficiency  of  the  present  mode  of 
valuation  when  properly  acted  on. 

Lord  John  Ruttell  thought,  that  great 
advantage  was  likely  to  be  derived  from 
the  Bill.  At  the  same  lime  be  must  say, 
that  he  contemplated  some  difficulties  as 
likely  to  arise  in  making  estimates  of  the 
real  value  of  property  by  the  local  authori- 
ties, and  he  could  not,  in  consequencs, 
pledge  himself  to  give  it  his  unqualified 
sanction;  but  he  trusted  ao  opposition 
would  be  offered  in  the  present  stage. 

Sit  Robert  Peel  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  one  of  tbe  most  serious  con- 
sequences of  the  existing  mode  of  levyini^ 
parish-rates.  The  hou.  Mover  had,  with 
much  justice,  complained  of  the  great 
inequality  of  assessments  amougst  pa- 
rishioners, and  also  stated  the  anomaly 
existing  between  separate  parishes  in  the 
same  county,  some  being  assessed  at  three- 
fifths  of  the  entire  value,  some  four-firiha, 
and  some  at  the  whole  value.  This 
perhaps  would  signify  little  between  indi- 
viduals of  the  same  parish,  if  they  were 
fairly  assessed  by  any  fraciional  amount 
deemed  necessary,  whatever  it  was;  but  it 
might  be  very  material  to  tha  same  indi- 
viduals and  the  parish  at  large,  when  their 
rates  were  compared  with  other  parish^, 
as  a  rule  for  the  exercise  of  other  than 
mere  parochial  privileges.  He  would  beg 
to  ask  the  noble  Lord,  whether  under  the 
Municipal  Corporations'  Act  the  qiuilifica- 
tions  of  those  who  claimed  to  vote  fw 
Councillors  were  estimated  at  the  real 
value  of  their  houses  or  interest  therein,  or 
at  the  amount  of  the  actual  rate  paid  T 
Whether,  for  instance  (the  amount  of  the 
qualification  to  vote  for  a  conncillor  being 
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151.),  it  vould  snfHce  to  bave  paid  the 
parochial  and  nominal  rate  of  two-third  a — 
that  is,  10/,— to  so  entitle  him?  His 
opinion  was,  that  ivhatever  the  real  value 
actually  was  found  to  be,  they  ought  to 
allow  tne  parishioner  the  benefit  of  it  in 
exercising  his  right  to  voce  as  a  corpora- 
tor, olhenrise  the  most  wide-spread  in- 
justice would  inevitably  ensue  from  the 
vaiious  and  arbitrary  modes  of  nominal 
valuation  adopted  throughout  the  country. 

Lord  John  Russell  said,  that  this  objec- 
tion had  struck  him  at  the  time,  and  he 
had  felt  soma  difficulty  as  to  the  working 
of  the  Bill  on  account  of  it.  He  had  in 
consequence  subsequently  referred  the 
point  to  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown, 
and  their  decision  was,  that  the  Bill  must 
he  interpreted  to  refer  to  the  amount  of 
the  Bctuai  value  paid  by  the  individual  as 
appeared  on  the  books,  and  not  the  real 
value  of  the  house  or  property  out  of  which 
they  voted.  He  himself  thought  that  this 
construction  of  the  taw  threw  a  great  hard- 
ship on  the  inhabitants  who  happened  to 
be  assessed  nominally  lower  than  their 
neighbours  of  an  adjoining  parish.  But  in 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House  it  was  pro- 
posed, as  a  better  remedy  than  meddling 
with  the  Municipal  Corporation  Bill,  to 
take  steps  to  attain  the  real  value  of  pro- 
perty in  parishes,  and  the  real  amount  a 
man  was  entitled  to  vote  for,  and  thus  all 
existing  anomaly  and  injustice  would  be 
effectually  done  away  with. 

Mr.  Baines  advocated  the  justice  and 
expediency  of  the  measure.  He  knew 
parishes  where  the  rate  was  only  one-eighth 
of  the  real  value.  A  man  residing  therein 
would  require  to  be  possessed  of  eight 
times  the  value  of  property  of  another  in 
a  neighbouring  parish,  where  the  entire 
amount  of  property  was  assessed,  to  enable 
him  to  vote  on  an  equality  in  corporate 
affairs. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

CooHTY  Boards  (Uelaitd).]  Sir 
Richard  Musgrave  said,  tt  was  his  inten- 
tion to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  establishing  County  Boards  in  Ireland. 
His  principal  object  m  doing  so  was  to 
affora  increased  employment  for  ablebodied 
labourers.  He  agreed  with  other  hon. 
Members  in  thinking  ihat  employment  for 
the  able-bodied  poor  was  full  as  necessary 
as  relief  for  the  helpless  poor,  and  there- 
fore be  hoped  to  obtain  leave  to  introduce 
the  tneaiure  he  had  brought  before  the 
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House.  It  was  a  separate  measure,  for 
men  beat  acquainted  with  Ireland  were  of 
opinion  that  the  question  of  emplovment 
ought  to  be  Ireaied  separately.  Under  the 
English  law,  indeed,  both  of  these  subjects 
were  included  in  one  Act.  It  was  found 
that  the  inferior  food  and  strict  discipline 
of  the  workhouse  compelled  labourers  to 
seek  for  employment  elsewhere.  But  such 
a  system  could  not  apply  to  the  state  of 
Ireland;  for  there  the  labourer  was  already 
reduced  to  food  of  the  lowest  description, 
and  the  want  of  employment  was  so  great 
that  in  too  many  instances  the  labourer 
was  idle  during;  great  part  of  the  year. 
It  was,  therefore,  most  prudent  to  provide 
employment,  instead  of  giving  the  able- 
bodied  labourer  a  claim  for  relief  in 
the  first  instance.  Many  plans  had  been 
proposed  for  the  cultivation  of  waste 
lands,  the  establishment  of  poor  colo- 
nies, and  for  other  purposes.  Whether 
these  were  profitable  speculatians  re- 
mained to  be  proved.  To  him  it  appeared 
safer  and  more  useful  to  improve  existing 
institutions  for  carrying  on  public  works, 
and  thus  to  extend  the  demand  for  la- 
hour.  Where  good  communications  had 
been  opened  through  waste  lands,  im- 
provement and  cultivation  bad  almost  in- 
variably been  extended  by  private  enter- 
prise to  every  species  of  soil  capable  of 
yielding  a  proiitable  return.  He  proposed, 
then,  in  the  first  instance,  to  substitute 
County  Boards  for  Grand  Juries  for  local 
taxation.  In  doing  so,  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  deprive  gentlemen  of  property 
of  that  control  which  they  ought  to  exer- 
cise over  county  taxation.  Under  this 
Bill  men  of  property  would  form  the 
County  Board.  He  did  not  seek  for  any 
violent  change,  for  he  was  too  sensible  of 
the  value  of  such  local  institutions.  He 
believed  that  without  them  the  affairs  of 
any  country  could  not  be  properly  ad- 
ministered. Similar  local  institutions  had 
for  a  long  period  existed  in  Holland  and 
in  other  countries,  and  the  best  Dutch 
writers  had  attributed  the  wealth  of  Hol- 
land principally  to  these  institutions.  But 
he  was  anxious  to  apply  the  principle  of 
representation  to  these  bodies,  and  public 
opinioD  was  decidedly  fuvourable  to  such 
a  change.  From  long  experience  he  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  operation  of  the 
Grand  Jury  laws.  But  still  he  would  not 
have  ventured  to  undertake  the  difficult 
task  resulting  from  the  present  motion  if 
he  bad  not  Iwen  eaablea  to  take  advaao 
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tage  of  the  Uboan  or  two  Aiend*  of  hii,  |  the  coantj.  The  memben  of  ikb  Cos- 
vbo  bnniglit  to  the  labjrcL  great  legal  -  iniuee  are  to  sit  and  vote  whh  the  Hagi^ 
Inowtedge  and  great  eipecience  ta  the  trales  at  Special  SeaMom,aiKm>eirpo«en 
■fiahs  or  Ireland.  He  alladed  (o  Mr.  .and  duties  in  other  Rfpecfa  an  defined 
George  HarnfOn,  of  LJncohi's  Ion,  aod  to  i  bj  this  Bill.  At  pfesent,  cettain  rale- 
a  relative  of  hii  own,  by  whom  this  Bill  ,  payere  sit  aod  vote  vith  the  Hagittratet 
had  been  drawn  op.  The  principal  clanie*  ai  Seuioni,  hj  which  pminon  it  waa 
had  been  prioled  aod  didribnted  tome  '.  erideollj  intended  to  eataUufa  a  check 
yean  since,  aod  every  aseful  soggettion  on  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Jury.  Bat 
was  reapeclfally  attended  to.  After  all  i  Grand  Juries  have  so  constraed  the  law 
■eans  bad  been  adopted  in  order  to  ren-  |  that  thej  now  often  actnallj  Kleet  the 
der  the  measure  unobjectionable,  the  Bill    rate-payers  from  anrangattheirown  friends 


bad  been  completed,  and  last  Session  had 
been  read  a  6nt  time  and  printed,  by 
order  of  the  Hoose.  This  course  of  pro- 
ceeding was  not  only  calculated  to  pro- 
duce an  useful  measure,  but  was  alio 
RCpectful  as  regarded  that  House. 


and  tenants.  To  substitute  the  Commitlce 
of  Superintendence  far  these  ralc-payera 
will,  I  trust,  appear  to  be  ao  impfx>ve- 
meot.  The  Chairman  of  the  County  Boafd 
is  to  be  an  officer  appointed  by  Govern- 
ment.    In  Ireland   the  Cbaiman  of  the 


power  of  aoainatiog  the  Grand  Jury,  a*  |  Quarter-Session i  is  a  barrister,  nominated 


exercised  by  the  High  Sheriff,  was  most 
objectionable.  It  was  an  anomaly  at 
variance  with  the  first  principles  of  the 
British  Constitution,  which  did  not  allow 
that  any  individual  should  exercise  such  a 
degree  of  control  over  poUic  taxation. 
There  was,  indeed,  an  appeal  to  a  Petit 
Jury  from  the  dectsioo  ot  the  Grand  Jury ; 
bat  the  party  traversing  rout  employ 
coanae],  agent,  and  witnesie*,  at  the  as- 
nzes,  and  cannot,  even  if  be  sncceed, 
recover  any  part  of  the  expense  which  be 
tbm  iucura.  So  various,  too,  are  the 
views  taken  by  petty  jories  of  the  utility 
of  pablic  works,  that  this  tribunal  it  very 
ascertain  and  nniatisractory.  To  give  the 
High  Sheriff,  in  the  6nt  instance,  the 
aojustifiable  power  of  oominalion,  aod 
then  to  endeavour  lo  correct  this  evil  by 
an  appeal  to  a  Petit  Jary,  appeared  to  be 
a  very  unwise  administration  of  public 
works.  The  Bill  proposed,  then,  that  the 
entire  power  ana  duty  of  laiation  for 
local  public  purposes,  be  rested  exclu- 
nvely  in  a  Coonty  Board,  to  be  elected 
by  the  rate-payers.  The  rate-payers  are 
to  meet  in  each  barony,  in  order  to  elect 
a  certain  onmber  of  persons.  Out  of  the 
entire  number  so  elected  in  all  the  ba- 
Toniea,  the  High  Sheriff  is  to  select  the 
County  Board.  The  County  Board  is  to 
coniisi  of  not  more  than  sixty  nor  less 
than  thirty  membera  ;  aod  is  to  continue 
in  office  for  twelve  months,  until  the  suc- 
ceeding Board  is  appointed.  The  mem- 
bers of  this  body  are  to  possets  a  certaiu 
qaalification,  Al  their  first  meeting  the 
County  Board  is  to  appoint  a  Cooimlttee 
of  Superintendence,  for  snperiDiendiDg  all 
public   works  and   establish  meats  within 


by  the  Crown,  and  the  greatest  pablic 
benefit  has  resulted  from  this  regnlation. 
It  is  necessary,  on  every  account,  bat 
particulariy  if  public  works  are  to  ben- 
leoded,  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Coonty 
Board  shootd,  by  his  legal  knowledge,  be 
able  to  guide  that  body  in  the  discharge 
of  their  dut^.  Tlie  foreman,  as  the  law  is 
now  administered,  it  too  ofien  appointed 
without  any  regard  to  his  being  qualified 
by  knowledge  of  the  statutes  under  which 
he  is  to  act,  and  the  results  are  great  delay 
and  public  loss  in  transacting  ^e  baiinets 
of  the  Grand  Jury.  All  af^licattont  for 
poblic  works  are  to  go  before  the  Special 
Sessions,  as  at  present,  for  investigation^ 
A  report  of  the  proceedings  of  these  Ses- 
sions, vrith  all  papers  and  documents,  is 
to  be  trantmitled  for  final  decision  to  the 
Coanly  Board.  The  laws  relating  to  the 
civil  duties  of  Grand  Juries  are  so  nu- 
merous and  so  intricate,  that  some  of  the 
most  eminent  counsel  in  Ireland  will  not 
venture  to  ^ve  an  opinion  on  matters 
coonected  with  these  statutes,  unless  the 
particular  section  and  chapter  be  pointed 
ont  by  the  solicitor  who  consults  tbem,  it 
is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  Grand 
Juries  should  rtol  readily  comprehend 
such  compiicafed  laws.  The  last  Grand 
Jury  Act  requires  that  the  particular  aec- 
tion,  anthorising  a  presentment,  should 
be  cited  in  each  application.  Any  pcr- 
ton  who  has  attended  Special  Soamns 
must  know  how  difficult  it  it  to  comply 
with  this  provision — to  select  the  proper 
sections  amongst  a  hundred  Acts,  contain- 
ing clauses  without  any  arrangement  or 
order  of  tuccenioo,  and  relating  to  a  vast 
rariety  of  sabjectt.    The  lenilt  of  soch  a 
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he  pays  51.  lie  can  deduct  3/.  Ifis.  from 
the  next  rent  payable  by  him.  But  iup> 
pose  that  a  tenant,  having  a  holding 
valued  at  100/.,  pays  a  rent  of  only  20/.. 
and  that  his  county  rate  is  a  poundage  of 
Is.  on  the  value  of  his  rarm,  he  can 
deduct  a  poundage  of  9d.  on  the  201. 
rent;  that  is  to  say,  he  pays  61,  rate,  but 
he  can  deduct  from  his  landlord  only 
15$.  The  clause  is  so  drawn  that,  under 
it,  every  person  will  pay  rales  in  propor- 
tion to  his  interest  in  land.  A  'consi- 
derable portion  of  the  Bill  relates  to  the 
mode  of  obtaining  compensation  for  land 
taken  or  injured  for  public  purposes.  In 
England  the  amount  ofcompensation  is  at 
once  ascertained  by  the  verdict  of  a  Jury  ; 
but  in  Ireland  the  owner  of  land  can 
unty  obtain  compensation  by  entering  a 
traverse  to  the  presentment  of  the  Grand 
Jury.  The  traverse  is  then  tried  at  the 
Assizes,  and  the  amount  of  compensation 
settled  by  a  Petit  Jury  ;  the  costs  of  this 
proceeding  are  paid  by  the  tenant,  who 
has  to  employ  counsel  and  agents,  and  to 
send  forward  witnesses  at  his  own  expense. 
He  had  known  occupiers  to  lose  a  consi- 
derable portion  of  their  land  in  conse- 
quence  of  a  new  road  being  made  through 
the  best  part  of  their  farms  nithoutreceiv- 
iog  any  compensalian  whatsoever.  The 
costs  of  proceeding  would  probably  exceed 
the  amount  of  compensation,  and  they 
were  thus  deterred  from  obtainii^  justice. 
As  ti  remedy,  it  Is  proposed  that  the  Com* 
miltee  of  Superintendence  may  settle  the 
amount  of  compensation  by  agreement 
with  the  owner.  If  the  owner  refuses  the 
amount  offered,  the  compensation  is  to  be 
determined  bj  a  Jury,  as  in  England.  If 
(he  Jury  award  a  smaller  sum  than  that 
ofTered  hy  the  Committee,  the  costs  of 
the  verdict  are  to  be  deducted  from  the 
amount  of  compensation,  but  otherwise 
they  are  to  be  paid  by  the  County 
Board.  By  another  part  of  the  Bill  it 
is  proposed  to  give  the  County  Board 
power  to  determine  what  tolls  are 
are  to  be  taken  or  paid  for  the  use  of  any 
public  work  executed  by  a  contractor. 
Under  the  Grand  Jury  Laws,  at  present, 
the  Grand  Jury  possessed  a  power  of  set- 
tling the  amount  of  tolls  in  certain  cases, 
and  the  Bill  proposed  an  extension  of  ihese 
powers  to  be  exercised  by  the  County 
Board.  He  had  endeavoured  to  explain 
the  principal  clauses  of  the  Bill,  and  he 
believed  it  was  nut  necessary  to  enter 
nto  a  more  lengthened  detail  on  the  pre- 
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•ttrte  of  lav  it,  that  many  gentlemen  are 
detened  altogether  from  attending  Ses- 
sions, and  many  important  public  works 
are  obstructed  or  prevented  from  being 
executed.  A  distressed  population  is  thus 
deprived  of  employment,  and  is  forced  to 
seek  relief  in  England  and  in  other  coun- 
tries. By  the  Bill  which  he  proposed  to 
introduce,  the  provisions  of  this  confused 
mass  of  laws  were  consolidated,  and  vari- 
ous amendments  were  introduced,  and 
the  entire  was  written  in  plain,  intelligible 
language.  This,  he  trusted,  would  be 
found  to  be  an  useful  improvement.  The 
Board  is  to  appoint  a  bank  for  the  receipt 
of  the  taxes;  and  thus  losses  from  the  in- 
solvency of  treasurers  would  be  avoided. 
An  alteration  is  proposed  in  the  collection 
and  appointment  of  county  rates,  by 
which  the  landlord  is  made  liable  to  a 
certain  portion  of  these  taxes.  This  pro- 
vision is  in  accord  with  a  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  of  1830.  The  landlord, 
as  Grand  Juror,  exercises  the  power  of 
settling  the  amount  of  tax  to  be  paid  by 
his  tenant  in  effecting  permanent  improve- 
ments in  tbe  way  of  public  works.  After 
a  short  lease  the  landlord  can  step  in  and 
take  advantage  of  his  tenant's  expenditure. 
Of  late  years  county  rales  have  risen 
greatly  in  amount.  In  Walerford,  within 
the  recollection  of  many  persons,  the  rales 
have  risen  from  8/.  or  lOf.  to  151..  20/., 
and  even  251.  per  ploughland.  This  rise 
has  certainly  been  accompanied  with  great 
improvement  in  the  roads  and  public 
works.  But  it  is  unjust  and  unmerciful 
to  lay  the  entire  burden  of  expense  on  the 
rack-rented  tenantry.  In  taking  a  lease 
no  tenant  could  have  expected  such  a  rise 
in  the  amount  of  county  rates.  In  order 
to  remedy  this  injustice,  the  Bill  proposes 
that  when  a  valuation  has  taken  place, 
tbe  county  treasurer  shall  to  his  warrant 
state  the  poundage  on  the  annual  value 
payable  by  each  denomination  of  land. 
And  then  every  party  having  paid  rates 
directly  or  indirectly,  may,  out  of  the  rent 
next  payable  by  such  party  for  the  same 
property,  make  a  deduction  not  exceed- 
ing Ss.  4d.  of  such  poundage,  on  the 
annual  rent  thus  payable,  as  shall  have 
been  used  for  ascertaining  the  rates  in 
consecjuence  whereof  the  deduction  shall 
be  claimed.  Suppose  the  occupier's  tene- 
ment is  valued  at  100/.  per  annum,  anil 
his  rent  be  also  100/.  If  he  pays  a  pound- 
age of  Is.  rate,  he  can  deduct  a  poundage 
of  9d.  Troin  100/.  rents;  that  is  to  sny,  if 
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•ent  occtUKHi.  The  other  cisuws  could 
be  more  readiljr  ondentood  when  the  Bill 
was  printed.  The  ichedulei  conlained 
numeroui  formi  Riiited  to  the  variou*  pro- 
viaioni  to  which  they  referred.  The  formt 
in  particular  relating  lo  the  convevance  of 
lands,  would  be  found  to  be  uKful  and 
aafficient.  He  would  now  move  for"  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  adminiitration  of 
certain  civil  affaira  of  a  local  nature  by 
County  Boards  in  Ireland," 

Mr.  Wyte  rose  wiib  peculiar  pleainre 
to  second  ihe  motion  of  hii  hon.  Friend. 
From  the  firit  moment  he  had  held  a  leat 
in  that  Houte  he  had  never  ceasrd,  when- 
ever the  opportunity  occurred,  to  impress 
upon  the  Legislature  and  the  Government 
the  necessity  of  a  radical  re-org^aoization 
of  the  whole  local  taxing  machinery  of 
Ireland.  So  early  aa  1831,  in  resolutions 
read  to  the  House,  he  had  drongly  pressed 
upon  the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Stan- 
ley), theji  engaged  in  a  reform  of  the 
grand  jury  laws,  the  imperative  duty  of  the 
government  to  look  into  the  source  of  the 
evils  of  which  all  complained,  and  to 
atitule  repreientalive  for  the  nominated  ir- 
responitble  bodies  which  governed  the 
eontributiona  of  the  people.  He  had  then 
proposed  county  boarda,  acting 
junction,  end  ander  the  anperintendance 
of  a  general  board  of  admiaistration  in 
Dublin,  end  that  again  with  a  committee 
on  Iriih  affiiirs  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  charged  not  only  with  the  local  man- 
agement of  public  wotIcb,  but  also  of 
charters  and  education.  The  government 
of  that  day  preferred  patching  op  the  old 
ayslem,  with  the  short*sighted  policy  of 
mott  of  our  governments,  to  going  largely 
and  boldly,  like  true  statesmen,  into  tbe 
whole  question.  T^e  result  then  pro- 
phesied has  since  come  to  pats:  the 
measure,  ill-devised,  ill-arranged,  resting 
on  principles  false  and  nnjost,  and  acting 
by  machinery  the  roost  heterogeneous  and 
opposed,  has  only  added  new  abuses  to  the 
old,  and  rendered  reform  more  than  ever 
neceasary.  Honourable  Members  on  (he 
other  side  of  (he  House  have  a  horror 
oflocat  institutions;  tbey  would  centralize 
every  thing,  draw  every  thing  to  the  capital, 
leave  heart  alone,  and  deprive  tbe  members 
of  all  right  and  power  of  action  in  the 
community.  Centralization  was  some- 
times, and,  to  s  certain  extent,  nere^ary. 
It  cherished,  directed,  gave  energy,  in~ 
telligence,  and  oniformitylo  administration 
in  every  pari  of  a  slate.     But  it  should  not 
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be  paihed  too  ftr— it  shonM  not  ahiort^— 
it  should  only  have  ill  proper  share,  and 
DO  more,  in  the  system.  Local  goremmeitt 
was  not  less  requisite;  and  any  statesman 
who  thought  it  expedient  to  esclode  it 
from  his  plan,  only  proved  that  he  wm 
grossly  ignorant  of  tbe  first  principles  not 
of  liberty  only,  but  of  policy,  and  con- 
demned his  own  awkwardness  and  incom- 
petency,rather  than  proved  any  disqualifi- 
cation  in  the  country  itself.  After  the 
speeches  heard  from  the  opposite  Benches 
a  few  nights  back,  he  supposed  the  remedy 
proposed  by  hon,  Membera  for  the  abuses 
of  Grand  Juries  would  be  to  annihilate 
ihem  at  once.  This  would  be  only  con~ 
sisteot;  but  such  hints  had  never  been 
heard.  All  parties,  whether  they  thought 
towns  entitled  to  the  management  of  their 
own  affairs  or  not,  admitted  tbat  cotintiea 
ought  to  have  that  power.  Grand  Juries 
had  always,  as  an  mttitution,  been  sup- 
ported in  that  House.  The  qoestbn  then 
was  not,  whether  (here  should  be  local 
management,  but  by  what  manner  and  by 
what  bodies  it  should  be  exercised.  He 
(Mr.  W.)  admired  the  English  Constitution, 
not  as  a  shadow,  but  as  a  reality.  The 
principle  of  that  Constitolion  was,  that  no 
man  should  be  taxed  but  by  his  own  con- 
seat.  If  this  were  not  the  principle,  then 
the  whole  of  our  Revolntloo  was  a  rebellion, 
Hampden  a  traitor,  and  tbia  House  of 
Commons  an  usurpation.  If  true  in  one 
case,  why  ahonid  it  be  false  tn  another? 
If  the  King  could  not  exact  six|Knce  from 
his  poorest  subject  without  tbe  consent  of 
ihe  people,  through  their  representatives, 
with  what  couaistency  could  a  Grand  Jory, 
the  creature  of  a  High  Sheriff,  he  again 
the  creature  of  the  Crown,  pretend  to  such 
a  power?  Was  there  one  constitution  for 
the  payer  of  the  Kiug'sexcise,  and  another 
for  the  payer  of  the  Grand  Jury  tax* 
Were  they  not  all  British  subjects,  and  all 
entitled  to  true  British  rights?  This  mon- 
strous grievance  had  been  lelt,  and  checks 
found  necessary;  bul  they  were  checks, 
not  concessions.  The  noble  Lord,  who 
detests  every  form  of  election,  recurred  lo 
every  expedient  to  avoid  it.  What  vaa 
his  Grand  Jury  law  ?  He  left  the  Grand 
Juroniobechoien,asofold,bytheSheriff, 
and  then  brings  in  ttie  rate-payers  in  person 
(o  check  them.  The  resnlt  was  obvious. 
The  two  elements,  insteaH  of  mingling, 
came  into  collision ;  the  old  predilections 
of  Grand  Jurorsremain,andtbe  ratepayers, 
'  bul  partially  instnicled,  are  left  vritb  iherr 
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e  to  fight  ibem  out.  It  is  pre- 
judice againit  pretension,  and  narrow  views 
against  selfish  ones.  Ttie  rate-payer 
would  allow  bis  hedges  to  tumble,  and  his 
roads  to  become  impassable,  rather  than 
give  sixpence  additiooal  lax.  This  would 
have  been  obviated  at  once  by  electioo. 
The  right  of  the  rate-payer  would  have 
been  preserved,  and  the  working  and  io- 
telligeot  men  of  the  country  would  be  those 
who  would  ultimately  have  to  decide. 
What  then  do  I  propose  should  be  sub- 
stituied  to  this  crude  etTorl  at  legislation  ? 
That  the  Qrand  Juries  should  be  elected  ? 
By  no  meant.  Grand  Juries  are  judicial 
bodies^ihey  should  do  more  be  elected 
than  Petit  Juries — than  Judges  themselves. 
They  are  emanatioos  from  the  Crown,  and 
il  is  right  tbeir  nomination  should  rest  in 
its  hands.  But  it  is  not  right  they  should 
have  the  rights  they  have.  Their  present 
powers  were  gradual  usurpations,  sane- 
tionediudeed  by  ihelaw — but  who  were  the 
law  makers?— Grand  Jurors  themselves. 
They  were  deemed  the  fortresses  of  the 
aristocracy  and  the  ascendancy,  as  against 
the  people  and  Popery  ;  no  privilege  too 
•xclnsive,  no  power  too  exorbitant,  could 
be  confided  lo  such  hands.  But  this  was 
still  tyranny,  however  it  might  be  useful  to 
the  temporary  purposes  of  a  party.  They 
should  be  stripped  of  those  powers,  and 
brought  back  again  to  their  simple  judicial 
■tale.  But  to  whom  should  they  be  trans- 
ferred? Not  to  the  Crown,  but  lo  the 
parly  to  whom  they  strictly  belonged — the 

Eeople.  The  people  who  paid  the  taxes 
sd  a  right  to  manage  those — consent  to, 
and  control  these  taxes.  This  could  not 
be  donein  mass;  it  could  ooly  be  effected 
tbrongh  a  representstite  body — that 
body  was  the  County  Board.  What  were 
the  objections  against  such  an  institution  ? 
Did  Ihey  fear  the  result  of  frequeni  elec- 
tions? Il  had  been  found  that  the  very 
fre<iuency  dulled  their  effect.  The  elec- 
tions for  fever-hospital,  library,  and  other 
committees,  did  not  produce  the  tumult 
and  dissension  apprehended.  If  dread 
existed,  let  the  elections  be  rare — let  them 
be  tried  at  first  every  five  years.  Was 
the  inllueiice  of  demagogues  on  popular 
passions  a  subject  of  fear?  Let  there  be 
a  qualification  of  residence  and  property, 
as  for  Members  of  Parliament,  and  Magis- 
trates at  Road  Sessions.  Were  popular  ig- 
norance and  discontent  likely  to  produce 
injurious  effects  in  their  selection  of  mem- 
btn  ?    Why,  then,  intrust  tbero  with  the  , 
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choice  of  Members  of  Parliament  1  Were 
the  affairs  discuised  in  this  House,  and 
decided,  too,  of  less  moment  than  tbosa 
likely  to  engage  ihe  attention  of  a  County 
Board?  Talk,  indeed,  of  discontent.  A 
more  certain  mode  of  satiBfying  a  country 
ihan  allowing  it  to  busy  itself  about  its 
own  affairs  could  not  be  devised.  Why, 
the  very  reason  there  was  so  much  poli- 
tical agitation  was  precisely  because  the 
people  were  thrown  upon  it  by  their  rulers 
— biecauae  they  were  not  allowed  by  their 
present  instilutions  to  discuss  their  own 
Hffairs  at  home.  He  (Mr.  W.),  for  one, 
did  not  fear  enlarging  in  this  particular 
the  powers  and  functions  of  the  people  ;  lie 
thought  they  could  scarcely  be  enlarged 
enough.  He  would  give  to  this  Bo^rd 
the  whole  administration  of  its  charities, 
works,  and  education,  and  divide  it  into 
three  Sections  or  Committees,  who  should 
have  their  permanent  Sub-committees,  as 
Grand  Juries  now  have  their  Committees 
of  Superintendents  of  Gsols,  &c.,  who  act 
during  the  interval  from  one  sitting  to 
the  other.  The  Grand  Jury  is  a  fleeting 
and  irresponsible  body — this  would  t>e  a 
permanent  and  a  responsible  one.  It  would 
be  an  excellent  school  for  training  to  pub- 
lic business,  whether  in  the  quslity  of  elec- 
tor, candidate  or  public  functionary.  It 
would  suppress  suspicion,  and  what  the 
people  contributed  would  be  contributed 
cheerfully.  It  would  eventually  be  by 
their  own  vote.  But  there  are  considera- 
tions which  seem  scarcely  to  be  felt,  or 
even  understood,  in  this  House.  When 
almost  every  other  country  has  adopted 
similar  institutions — whilst  itis  well  known 
they  flourish  under  all  Gavernments— 
whilst  Ihey  are  to  be  found  in  Denmark, 
and  Austria,  and  Russia,  ss  well  as  Prance, 
Belgium  &c.,  we  affect  to  consider  them 
as  visionary  follies  of  Radicalism,  without 
philosophy  or  experience  to  vouch  for 
their  utility.  Within  this  very  last  year 
they  have  been  granted,  in  the  form  of 
provincial  councils,  by  Austria  to  her  low- 
land Venetian  subjects;  and  Ihey  hare 
done  more  to  assuage  tbat  Feeling  of  hit- 
ler hostility  than  even  the  introduction  of 
her  education  system  itself.  But  this 
House,  with  its  usual  amour-pTOpre,  dis~ 
dains  to  read  such  lessons,  and  looks  only 
to  itself.  Be  it  so.  It  is  a  consolation 
to  the  advocates  of  tbis  measure  to  find 
ihat  even  since  last  year,  it  has  made  im- 
mense progress,  and  despite  of  the  igno- 
rance of  many  and  the  apathy  of  more— 
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Errorb  in  the  Votks.]  Mr  Scar- 
lett begged  before  the  bnstDGSf  was 
proceeded  with  any  Turther  to  call 
the  Btieniion  of  the  House  to  a  circnm- 
Btance  of  unusual  occurrence,  and  which 
in  his  opinion,  demanded  immediate  at- 
tention. It  was  as  the  Hou»e  knew,  the 
cuBlom  every  morning  to  send  round 
printed  papers  to  the  Members  containing 
the  business  of  the  preceding  day,  as  well 
fts  the  notices  of  motions  that  were  to 
come  on.  He  held  in  his  band  two  sepa- 
rate printed  pnpers  of  that  descriplion, 
each  signed  by  the  Speaker,  each  purport- 
ing to  be  the  votes  of  the  preceding  even- 
ing, one  of  which  contained  two  more 
notices  of  motions  than  the  other,  there 
being  eighteen  notices  in  one,  and  twenty 
in  the  second.  He  begged  to  draw  th< 
attention  of  the  House  (o  this  circum- 
stance, and  to  ask  the  right  hou.  Gentle' 
man  in  the  Chair  which  of  them  he  wat 
to  consider  as  the  authentic  paper  con. 
taining  the  votes.  }}is  reason  for  pressing 
the  ({uestion  at  that  moment  was  because 
he  observed  in  one  of  the  papers  of  voles 
a  notice  of  motion  respecting  ihe  divisions 
of  the  House  by  the  hnn.  Member  for  St. 
Alban's,  which  he  did  not  understand  had 
been  given  by  hira. 

The  Speaker  observed, that  as  far  as  he 
was  concerned  the  circumstance  to  which 
(he  lion.  Member  alluded  arose  from  the 
iwo  notices  contained  in  the  paper 
votes  of  twenty  were  given  at  so  lal 
period  of  the  evening  that  he  did  not 
clearly  understand  until  aflerwards  thi 
they  had  been  given,  and  the  consequent 
was   that   a   second   pxper  of  votes  wi 


printed  and  ciTciilated  in  order  b 
this  error. 
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despite  of  the  anli-conititational  principles 
of  the  opposite  Members,  and  the  still 
more  censurable  inconsistency  of  Members 
on  this  side — from  which  blame  he  was  far 
from  e;(cluding  Ministers  themselves-<- 
the  time  was  fast  approaching  when  it 
would  be  the  law,  not  of  Ireland  only,  but 
of  every  part  of  the  British  empire. 

Viscount  MoTpelh  doubted  whether  the 
Legislature  was  prepared  to  adopt  so 
sweeping  an  alteration  in  the  system  of 
Orand-Jury  Laws  as  the  present  Bill  pro- 
posed- Without  pledging  himself,  how- 
ever, either  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  or 
any  of  its  details,  he  would  offer  no  oppo- 
sition to  the  lion.  Member's  embodying 
his  suggestions  in  the  Bill,  which  he  pro- 
posed to  lay  before  the  House. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. — 


CUUUITTEES     OF     THE   MoUSK.]      Hr. 

^ume  brought  forward  a  Motion  of  which 
he  had  given  notice,  for  a  better  system  of 
appointing  Committees  of  the  House  upon 
piivate  Bills.  He  said  that,  accordingto  the 
modeatpresent  adopted,  it  wasquiteimpos- 
sible  that  the  business  before  the  Commit- 
tees could  be  properly  done.  He  considered 
that  fifteen  was  too  large  a  number  to  have 
on  a  Committee;  and  he  thought  that 
nine,  or  eleven  at  most,  would  be  a  more 
useful  and  convenient  number.  It  waa 
utterly  impossible  that  Members  who  were 
appointed  on  several  Committees  could  do 
(he  business  properly.  He  was  himself 
named  on  twelve  Committees ;  and  how 
could  he,  by  any  exertion,  be  in  twelve 
places  at  once?  It  was  monstrous  to 
expect  that  be  could.  He  should  there- 
fore move,  "  that  every  private  Bill  here- 
after committed  by  the  House  to  a  Com- 
mittee shall  be  committed  to  a  Select 
Committee  of  Gfleen  Members,  drawn  bj 
Ballot  from  the  list  or  lists  prepared  und^ 
the  direction  of  the  Speaker,  and  to  which 
the  Bill  would,  by  the  standing  orders 
and  rules  of  the  House,  have  been  com- 
mitted." 

Mr.  Pmtlett  Thonum  said,  that  the  ob- 
jection which  he  saw  to  the  Motion  was, 
that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  carry  it 
into  effect.  The  hon.  Member  for  Mid- 
dlesex had  observed,  that  although  he  was 
nominated  on  many  Committees,  yet  he 
was  only  compelled  to  attend  in  one,  and 
this  was  quite  true.  Now  there  were  no 
less  than  300  private  Bills  introduced  thia 
Session,  end  if  each  Member  insisted  up- 
on attending  only  one  Committee  on  pri- 
vate Bills,  the  consequence  would  be  that 
when  sixty  Committees  bad  been  ap- 
pointed the  numbers  of  the  House  would 
be  exhausted  and,  therefore,  240  of  the 
300  private  Bills  mi:st  of  necessity  be 
postponed.  Besides,  the  proposal  of  the 
hon.  Member,  If  adopted,  would  cause 
suL'h  Committees  to  be  taken  haphaisrd 
from  the  House,  without  any  reCereoce 
to  the  Members  of  which  it  was  composed 
being  possessed  of  any  local  knowledge  or 
conneiions.  This  course  would  altogether 
obstruct  the  progress  of  business  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  render  it  impossible  to 
get  on.  He  did  not  say,  that  the  present 
method  was  the  best,  or  tliat  a  belter 
might  not  be  devised,  and  he  hoped  that 
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the  Coromilleeof  which  he  had  the  honour 
to  move  the  appointment  would  turn  their 
attention  to  tliis  point;  but  if  his  hon. 
Friend  peraisted  in  dividing  the  Hause, 
he  should  be  compelled  to  vste  against 
bis  moiioa. 

tXt.JHune,  in  reply,  said  that  the  House 
could  compel  the  attendance  of  members, 
ti  thej  were  in  the  habit  of  doing  with 
respect  to  Election  Committees,  and  the 
same  regulations  should  be  enforced  with 
regard  to  Committees  on  private  Bills. 

The  House  dirided — Ayes  15;  Noes 
73  J    Majority  63. 

Poor-Laws  (Ireland).]  Mr.  O'Brien 
■aid,  that  during  the  last  Session  of  Par- 
liament, he  had  given  notice,  Uiat  in  the 
present  year  he  would  bring  forward  mea- 
sures for  the  relief  of  the  Poor  in  Ireland. 
The  Bill  which  he  was  now  about  to 
submit,  was  one  of  those  measures  ;  and, 
although  the  Government  had  announced 
their  intention  of  developing  a  plan  of 
their  own,  he  hoped  that  he  should  still 
be  permitted  to  lay  this  Bill  before  the 
House.  In  the  obseivations  with  which 
he  felt  himself  bound  to  accompany  his 
Motion,  it  was  happily  no  longer  neces- 
sary for  him  to  adduce  any  arguments  in 
favour  of  the  general  principle,  that  there 
ought  to  be  in  Ireland,  as  in  every  other 
well-regulated  country,  a  provision  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor.  The  House,  the  coun- 
try, and  the  Government,  had,  at  length, 
awakened  to  the  disgraceful  conditioo  of 
neglect  and  wretchedness  in  which  the 
poor  of  Ireland  had  so  long  been  allowed 
to  languish— B  condition  which,  he  might 
venture  to  say,  had  no  parallel  in  any 
country  in  Europe.  The  difficulties  with 
which  we  had  now  to  contend,  were  of  a 
different  complexion  to  that  of  resistance 
to  the  principle  a  fa  poor-law.  The  prob- 
lem now  to  be  solved  was,  in  what 
manner  the  great  interests  of  humanity 
could  be  best  served  by  practical  legisla- 
tion upon  the  subject.  On  the  one  hand, 
it  was  to  be  feared,  lest  measures  of  too 
mtld  and  moderate  a  character  might  be 
wanting  in  efficiency,  whilst  npon  the 
other,  there  was  a  danger  lest  enactments 
of  too  coercive  r  kind,  might  impose 
upon  the  holders  of  property  in  Ireland, 
a  burden  which  they  were  unable  to  bear. 
He  was  not  disposed  rashly  to  disregard 
the  interests  of  those  who  are  iu  posses- 
,  tron  of  property  in  Ireland ;  but  upon  the 
Other  litiid,  ho  f«lt  penoftded,  that  it  was 


for  the  interest  of  this  class  to  make  even 
a  very  considerable  sacriSce,  in  order  to 
rescue  the  population  of  Ireland  from  ft 
situation  which  almost  necessarily  placed 
them  in  opposition  to  the  rights  of  pro- 
perly, and  prepared  them  for  insubordi- 
nation  and  crime.  The  Bill  which  he 
should  introduce  that  night  was  framed 
upon  the  principle,  that  in  constructing  a 
system  of  poor  laws  in  Ireland,  then 
ought  to  be  local  admioistrHtion,  com- 
bined with  central  control — local  admi- 
nistration, by  bodies  elected  by,  and  re- 
preseuting  the  contributors  to  the  poor 
fund,  and  general  central  supervision  and 
control,  on  the  part  of  a  body  named  by 
the  Government,  and  responsible  to  Par- 
liament. The  Rill  then  proposed  to  erect 
in  Dublin  a  Central  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Poor,  similar  to  that  which 
had  been  established  in  England- with  so 
much  advantage.  It  would  be  the  duty 
of  this  Board  to  direct  and  regulate  the 
whole  machinery  of  the  poor  administra- 
tion throughout  Ireland,  Its  first  tasit 
would  be  to  divide  each  county  in  Ire- 
land into  a  certain  number  of  districts, 
by  the  union  or  the  division  of  parishes. 
It  was  obvious  that  the  present  parochial 
divisions  were  unsuited  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  any  oi^nization,  with  a  view  to 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  as  the  parishes  ia 
that  country  varied  within  such  wide 
limits  in  point  of  population  and  extent. 
The  size  of  the  district  which  he  should 
be  disposed  to  recommend,  would  be  such, 
that  it  should  embrace  a  population  of 
not  more  than  5,000  persons,  and  not 
less  than  2,000.  The  next  object  of  the 
Board  would  be,  tn  procure  a  valuation. 
for  the  purpose  of  assessment.  Nothing 
could  be  more  equivocal  or  unjust  than 
the  mode  in  which  the  Grand  Jury  Cess 
was  at  present  levied;  and  as  it  was  not 
expected  that  the  Ordnance  survey  end 
valuation  would  be  completed  for  several 
years,  it  would  be  necessary,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  have  some  temporary 
equitable  valuation  upon  which  the  assess- 
ment for  the  relief  of  the-  poor  might  be 
based.  The  formation  of  such  a  valua- 
tion would  be  attended  with  but  little 
difficulty  or  expense,  because  in  every 
parish  in  Ireland  there  had  been  recently 
made  valuations  under  the  Tithe  Compo- 
sition Act,  and  it  would  only  be  neces- 
sary to  correct  these  valuations,  where 
they  were  erroneous,  and  to  add  to  them 
whatever    property  bad  been   exempted 
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from  tilhe.  The  Bill  enacted  thea,  that 
the  ComniUsioDers  ibould  appoint  in  each 
county  a  sufficieot  nninberof  valuaton  to 
effect,  within  a  limited  time — lay  three 
iDontba — a  valustionof  the  whole  king- 
dom. Every  penon  in  each  district, 
whose  holding  waa  valoed  at  a  speciiied 
amount,  say  31.  or  51,,  would  be  consi- 
dered Bs  liable  to  the  poor  rate.  Upon  a 
fixed  day  in  each  year,  the  rate-payen 
in  each  district  were  to  aisembte  and  elect 
for  the  district  a  warden  and  council — 
the  council  to  consist  of  not  less  than  ten 
members,  and  not  mere  than  twenty  mem- 
bers, and  the  warden  to  he  its  permanent 
chairman  and  responsible  organ.  This 
local  organization  was  similar  to  that 
which  exists  in  France,  and  he  beliered 
would  be  found  of  the  greatest  advantage 
in  reference  to  many  other  objects  besides 
(he  relief  of  the  poor.  He  proposed  him- 
self to  take  advantage  of  it  in  the  Bills 
which  he  intended  to  introduce  for  re- 
modelling the  Grand  Jury  system,  and  for 
the  regulation  of  the  medical  charities  of 
Ireland,  and  he  thought  it  might  also  be 
made  use  of  in  estflblishinga  general  system 
of  education  in  Ireland,  and  even  in  assist- 
iug  in  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace. 
The  council  would  have  the  power  of  im- 
posing upon  (he  district  a  rate  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  poor,  which  he  proposed  should 
be  limited  to  one  shilling  in  the  pound 
upon  the  property  included  in  the  valuation 
— two-thirds  of  which  rate  should  be  paid 
by  the  landlord,  aud  one-third  by  the 
occupying  tenant.  He  felt  the  force  of  ob- 
jections which  might  be  urged  against  a 
limitation  of  the  rale;  but  when  we  were 
enforcing  a  new  tax,  it  was  only  fair  to 
guarantee  to  those  who  would  be  affected 
by  it,  that  it  should  not  exceed  a  reason- 
able amount.  It  should  also  be  remarked, 
that  if  the  full  maximum  of  one  shilling  in 
the  pound  were  raised,  it  would  produce 
an  aggregate  of  700,000/.  per  annum, 
which  he  believed  to  be  more  than  suffi- 
cient.under  proper  arrangements,to accom- 
plish all  the  purposes  contemplated  by 
this  Act.  The  council  would  be  empowered 
to  select  at  their  own  discretion  such  per- 
•ons  in  each  district  as  they  considered 
proper  objects  of  relief,  but  only  such  per- 
sons as  belonged  to  the  class  of  what  are 
called  "  the  impotent  poor" — that  is,  the 
aged,  helpless,  inRrm,  disabled  orphan, 
widow,  &c.  This  class  would  bit  strictly 
defined  under  the  Bill,  and  no  relief  in  (be 
way  of  weekly  allowaDCe  to  any  penoD  not 


belonging  to  tbii  clan  would  be  legal. 
For  the  purpOM  of  preventing  partiality  in 
the  distribution  of  the  fond,  and  of  calUng 
into  action  public  opinion,  it  would  be  re- 
quired that  in  each  district  a  list  should  be 
affixed  in  some  public  place,  containing  th« 
names  of  the  persons  relieved,  the  amount 
of  the  weekly  allowance,  and  (be  cause  of 
relief.  All  accounts  of  expenditure  sboald 
be  sent  up  to  the  Board  every  year  to  ba 
audited  by  them,  and  an  abstract  of  tbe 
total  expenditure  upon  the  poor  of  Ire- 
land should  be  annually  submitted  (o 
Parliament.  The  Board  would  also  ba 
armed  with  the  necessary  powers  for  cor- 
recitug  any  local  abuses  which  might  arise, 
and  for  keeping  the  whole  machinery  in 
beneficial  action.  These  were  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Bill  as  far  as  regarded  the  re- 
lief uf  the  helpless  poor.  He  thought  it 
of  ureal  importance  to  keep  the  two  classea 
of  the  helpless  and  able-bodied  poor  dis- 
tinct, in  reference  to  arrangements  for 
their  relief,  because  for  the  former  a  domi- 
ciliary  allowance  appeared  the  most  ap- 
propriate mode  of  relief,  whilst  for  the 
able-bodied  this  was  «  most  objectionable 
mode  of  assistance.  With  regard  to  the 
able-bodied  poor  in  Ireland,  he  coofeiaed 
that,  looking  to  the  present  state  of  that 
country,  he  did  not  think  It  would  be  safe 
to  adopt  to  the  fullest  extent  the  principla 
oflhe  English  Poor  Law — namely,  that 
every  man  in  the  community  should  have 
a  legal  litle  either  to  relief  or  employment. 
Without,  however,  recognising  this  legal 
right,  he  thought  that  every  measure  of  a 
subsidiary  kind  which  could  tend  to  ame- 
liorate the  condition  of  the  labourer,  who 
found  it  difficult  to  procure  employment, 
ought  to  be  brought  into  action.  How- 
ever unpopular  the  avowal  might  be,  he 
was  bound  to  say,  that  be  thought,  in  tba 
present  circumstances  of  Ireland,  emigra- 
tion afforded  the  best  resource  for  the  un- 
employed labourer — that  which  was  the 
most  advantageous  bodi  for  tbe  emigrant 
himself,  and  for  tbe  labourers  who  re- 
mained. It  was  obvious  that  if  any  con- 
siderable number  of  tbe  able-bodied  poor 
should  emigrate,  the  wages  of  labour  in 
Ireland  would  be  proportion^ly  raised  i 
and  as  for  the  emigrant  himself,  he  was 
able  at  a  cost  of  about  five  pounds  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  remotest  part  of  Upper  Canada, 
where  he  could  obtain  immediately  wsgea 
at  three  or  tour  shillings  a  day,  with  lh» 
certainty,  if  he  were  industrious,  of  leaving 
a  comfortabl*  iaheritancB  to  bla  fatnU^ 
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instead  of  Blarviiig  at  home  upon  wi 
which  in  many  cases  did  not  average 
pence  per  day  ihroughout  Ihe  year.  It 
was  only  a  fevr  days  ago  a  paper  had  is' 
sued  from  the  Colonial  Office,  in  which  it 
was  stated,  that  in  Upper  Canada,  not- 
withstanding the  great  emigration  which 
had  flowed  thither  during  the  last  few 
years,  and  which  in  one  year  exceeded 
50,000  persons,  there  is  at  this  roomenl  an 
active  demand  for  not  less  than  20,000 
labourers.  He  could  not  consider  any  one 
who  fipcoaraged  a  foolish  prejudice  against 
emigration  as  a  real  friend  to  the  poor. 
Persons  in  the  wealthiest  ctasses  considered 
that  the  best  provision  which  they  could 
make  for  their  young  chiidren  was  to  ob- 
tain for  them  a  situaiion  in  the  East  or 
West  Indies,  where  they  were  exposed  to 
an  unhealihy  climate,  wilh  but  a  very  un- 
certain chance  of  returning  home,  after 
having  spent  thebest  portion  of  their  life  in 
voluntary  exile.  How  much  more  advan- 
tageous to  the  poor  man  was  the  change 
to  a  country  in  which  his  labour  was  am- 
ply remunerated,  in  which  the  climate  was 
similar  to  that  of  his  own  country — where 
he  would  probably  find  many  of  the  asso- 
ciates of  his  youth,  and  where  he  would 
have  the  means  of  returning  home  at  any 
time  at  a  trifling  expense.  The  Bill  then 
proposed  to  permit  the  council  in  each 
district  to  grant  aid  to  poor  persons  de- 
sirous to  emigrate,  provided  the  Grand 
Jury  of  the  county  should  grant  an  equal 
amount.  The  money  so  allowed  in  aid  of 
emigration  would  be  lodged  with  the  trea- 
surer of  the  county,  and  could  only  be 
drawn  out  of  his  hands  by  a  person  trained 
by  the  Colonial  Office.  He  thought  this 
precantion  necessary,  to  prevent  those 
frightful  disasters  which  had  taken  place 
by  shipwreck,  in  unsound  emigrant  vessels. 
The  Colonial  Office  had  already  most 
beneGcially  undertaken  the  superinten- 
dence of  female  emigration  to  New  Sonth 
Wales;  and  he  thought  that  all  emigra- 
tion of  the  poor  ought,  in  a  similar  manner, 
to  be  placed  under  its  guardianship. 
Another  source  of  relief  which  he  con- 
sidered available  for  the  benefit  of  the 
able-bodied  destitute  poor  of  Ireland,  was 
the  money  which  is  at  present  expended 
under  our  Grand  Jury  system,  upon  roads 
and  public  works.  The  sum  to  expended 
amounted  annually  to  about  400,000^, 
which,  at  the  nsoiil  rete  of  wages  in  Ire- 
latid,  would  ghre  employment  for  four  or 
fin  aumtbt,  eytrj  yMr,  to  about  100,000 
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destitute  labourers,  being  about  one-sixth 
of  the  whole  male  population,  who  are  not 
themselves  in  posaessession  of  land,  as  oc- 
cupying cultivators  of  the  soil.  He  en- 
tirely agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  county  of  Waterford  (Sir  Richard 
Musgrave)  and  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
town  of  Waterford  (Mr.  Wyae)  that  the 
present  Grand-Jnry  system  should  be  al- 
together remodelled — that  a  representative 
system  should  be  substituted  for  the  pre- 
sent system  of  nomination.  But  as  he 
differed  considerably  with  his  hon.  Friend 
as  to  the  best  means  of  constructing  a  new 

Sstem,  it  was  his  intention  to  submit  a 
ill  to  Ihe  House,  with  a  view  of  develop- 
ing bis  ideas  on  the  subject ;  and  one  of 
the  objects  of  that  Bill  would  be  to  render 
the  expenditure  of  the  county  works  avail- 
able to  the  relief  of  the  able-bodied  desti- 
tute poor,  by  giving  to  the  district  council 
the  power  of  sending  to  the  baronial  works 
unemployed  labourers,  who  might  apply 
for  relief,  on  the  condition,  however,  that 
the  district  should  for  each  labourer  so 
sent,  contribute  a  trifling  sum  in  aid  of 
the  baronial  funds,  as  long  as  he  was  em- 
ployed. Another  measure  available  for 
the  unemployed  labourer  was  the  coloniza- 
tion of  waste  lands,  by  the  establishment 
of  institutions  somewhat  similar  to  the 
poor  colonies  of  Holland.  He  conceived 
that  in  the  present  circumstances  of  Ire- 
land, such  a  measure  would  in  every  way 
be  most  desirable.  The  capital  expended 
in  such  reclamation  would  be  employed 
most  usefally  and  productively  for  the 
community  ;  whereas  that  which  was  ex- 
pended upon  workhouses  was  unprodnc- 
lively  employed.  He  was  inclined,  there- 
fore, to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  permit  countie* 
or  baronies  in  Ireland,  under  proper  ar- 
rangements, to  take  waste  lands  for  the 
purpose  of  efiecting  their  reclamation  by 
the  unemployed  poor.  With  regard  to 
workhouses,  he  was  unwilling  to  recommend 
their  establishment,  although  it  was  possible 
that,  eventually,  we  should  be  compelled  to 
establish  in  each  county  a  few  of  them, 
not  so  much  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
relief  to  the  really  indigent,  as  in  order  to 
take  away  all  excuse  for  application  for  re- 
lief from  the  idle  labourers,  who  might 
plead  inability  to  find  employment  else- 
where. As  the  erection  oF  workhouses, 
however,  was  necessarily  attended  with 
considerable  expense,  and  as  they  ought 
only  to  be  regarded  as,  to  a  certain  extent, 
penal  ettablMimenu,  ha  wu  anwilling  at 
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present  to  make  any  provision  for  i 
erection  until  all  other  expedients  had 
been  tried  without  socceia.  Ai  to  a  col- 
lateral measure  to  those  which  he  liad  al- 
ready mentioned,  he  thought  that  the 
medical  charities  of  Ireland  should  be 
placet!  under  proper  regulation.  We  had 
at  present  many  dispensaries,  and  i 
hospitals;  but,  whilst  in  some  districts 
there  were  more  dispensaries  than 
needed,  in  other  districts  there  were  i 
at  all,  and  in  many  instances  there  were 
considerable  abuses  in  the  management  of 
dispensaries,  which  required  correction, 
The  present  hospitals  of  Ireland,  though 
supported  by  the  counties  at  targe,  were, 
in  fact,  only  district  hospitals,  as  it  was 
quite  idle  to  suppose  that  an  hospital, 
situated  at  a  distance  of  twenty  or  thirty 
miles,  could  be  available  to  any  poor  per- 
son who  had  met  with  a  sudden  accident, 
or  was  attacked  with  any  sudden  disease. 
He  proposed,  thereFore,  to  bring  in  a  Bill, 
the  object  of  which  would  be  to  secure  to 
every  district  in  Ireland  containing  a 
tain  population,  say  10,000  to  20,000 
inhabitants,  a  well-managed  di?pcn! 
and  to  place  a  well-regulated  hospital 
distance  of  not  more  Ihan  fifteen  miles 
from  every  ptwr  family  in  the  county. 
Such  was  an  outline  of  the  measure  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  which  appeared  to 
adapted  to  the  present  circumstances  of 
Ireland.  It  would  give  him  real  pica 
to  find  his  projects  superseded  by  plans  of 
a  more  perfect  character;  and  he  had 
every  confidence  that  the  dovernt 
would,  with  sincerity,  earnestness, 
eAect,  apply  themselves  to  the  ultimate 
accomplishment  of  this  great  legisli 
eUbrt.  It  was  some  encouragement  to 
know  that,  however  imperfect  future  plans 
might  be,  they  could  be  productive  of  no 
greater  evils  than  those  wliich  we  now  so 
painfully  witnessed.  Sure,  Dlso,he  was,  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  admit  of 
no  dcky,  to  shrink  from  no  sacrifice,  to 
be  daunted  by  no  difficulty,  in  carrying 
into  effect  their  determination,  as  far  as  in 
them  l.iy,  to  redeem  the  country  which 
was  pliiced  under  their  care,  from  a  condi- 
tion which  was  alike  a  reproach  to  their 
Government,  and  a  disgrace  to  humanity. 
The  hon.  Member  concluded  by  moving 
for  leave  lo  bring  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Sharman  Crawford  seconded  the 
motion,  but  must  say,  that  no  measure 
could  effectually  relieve  the  pooroflretand, 
Vbich  did  ii9t  embnce  the  in«anB  of  prQ< 


viding  employment  for  the  peasant  wbo  ^as 
willing  to  work  for  his  lupporl,  but  who 
was  unable  to  procure  it.  He  considered 
this  of  the  utmost  consequence,  becaose 
he  knew,  that  whilst  a  very  large  prf>> 
portion  of  the  people  in  Ireland  were  most 
anxiuus  to  be  employed,  ihey  were  fre- 
quently ID  want  of  the  commonest  neces- 
laricsof  life,  and  often  in  danger  of  starva- 
tion, f'c  -., 
Leave  given. 

Municipal  Cohpoeationb  Act,!  On 
the  Motitm  of  the  Attorney-General,  the 
House  went  into  Committee  on  the  Muni— - 
cipal  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

On  the  lOthclausehaving been  put,  wbicfa 
requires  a  declaration  to  be  made  in  certain 
eases  therein  set  forth  by  all  Dissenters, 

Dr.  Luahingtan  wished  to  remind  bis 
hon-  and  learned  Friend  of  the  very  serious 
difficulty  which  was  experienced  by  Dis- 
aeuters  in  referents  to  that  part  of  the 
clause  which  required  a  declaration  to  be 
made  by  persons  belonging  to  the  Society 
of  Friends.  They  and  other  Dissenters 
had  an  insuperable  objection  to  the  decla-, 
ration  prescribed  or  required  by  the  gih 
George  4th ;  but  however  much  he  (Dr. 
Lushington)  might  sympathise  in  the  feel- 
ings of  the  Dissenters,  he  feared  that  as  this 
declaration  was  regarded  as  a  security  to 
the  Establishment,  the  law  must  be  altered 
by  the  introduction  of  an  Act  for  that 
specific  purpose;  and  whenever  such  a 
measure  should  be  brought  forward,  he 
would  give  it  hia  best  support. 

The  Atiorneif-Gentrat  was  heartily  glad 
to  hear  the  opinion  which  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  had  just  expressed.  The 
present  law  was,  undoubtedly,  most  objec- 
tionable, hut  he  thought  it  would  be  very 
inexpedient  in  this  Bill  to  supply  a  cdause 
to  remove  the  evil  complained  of. 

The  clause  was  agreed  to. 

On  clause  11  Mr.  Lawson  declared  his 
intention  to  divide  the  House  upon  it, 
because  he  was  of  opinion  that  its  effect 
would  be  to  establish  Petty  Sessions  in 
many  towns  where  there  were  no  gaols. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  clause: 
Ayes  88 ;  Noes  6 ;— Majority  82. 

The  House  resumed.— The  Report  was 
brought  up. 

StAFPOHO   DlSFRANCHIBSliBNT.J      Mr. 

Divelt  mored  the  second  reading  of   the 
Stafford  Disfranchisement  Bill. 

Captain  Chelwynd  said,  as  the  lepiesent- 
ative  of  that  old,  and  populous,  and  re- 
specwble  CorpontioD,  wbm  libeitia  it 
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was  now  Bougbt,  without  any  cutcur  of  House  proved  that  all  argument  against  it 
justice,  to  take  away,  he  should  oppose  the  was  given  up  (and  this  after  having  be«i 
motion.     There  were  1,S00  electors  in  the    so  frequently  divcusaed),  should  be  met  by  a 


I,  out  of  a  population  of  8,000.     For 
0  years  they  had  returned  Memhers  to 


that  House,  and  amongst  them  some  of  the    would  persevere  in  his 


for  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 
The  Lord  Ma^r  trusted  his  hon.  Friend 


t  brilliant  lights  that 


shone   in    menL    He  quite  agreed  with  the  hon.  Gen- 


Parliamsnt.     Until  the  laEt  accusation,  the    tlemsn  who  had  moved  the  amendment  on 


trity  of  the  electors  was 
peached.     The  alleged  crime  was  of  so 
a  date  as  four  years  and  a-half,  and 
contended  that  if  the  criraiQality  were  then 
sufficiently    established,    the    punishment 
would  have  followed  sooner.     It  was  mon- 
strous,  and  contrary  to  all  equity  and  law, 
to  visit  the  present  electors  of  Stafford  with 
the  punishment  said,  but  not  proved,  to  be 
due  to  the  delinquencies  of  about  five  years 
standing.     He  should  be  the  last  to  defend 
corruption,  hut  he  had  ample  means    of 
proving  that  the  allegations  in  the  Report 


sfcccHid  reading,  that  the  Reform  Bill 
old  I  should  be  considered  as  a  measure  of  am- 
nesty. The  honi  Member  opposite  (Mr. 
Brotherton)  should  be  impartial  in  hii 
moving  for  adjournment. 

Mr.  Patrick  Sietvart  said,  that  if  hon. 
Gentlemen  conceived  this  BiU  to  be  unjust, 
they  should  take  the  proper  course  for 
opposing  it,  and  not  sanction  its  defeat 
1^  a  side-wind,  such  as  the  present  motion 
for  adjournment. 

Mr.  Brotherloa  did  not  consider  himse  f 
liable  to  the  charge  of  partiality  which  had 


laid  before  the  House  were  many  of  them  been  imputed  to  him.  He  had  made  it  an 
utterly  false,  and  some  of  them  impossible,  invariable  practice  to  move  the  adjournment 
He  moved,  therefore,  that  the  Bill,  by  of  the  Hou.se  when  new  business  was 
which  ],S0O  electors  were  to  be  disfran-  brought  forward  after  twelve  o'clock,  but 
ehtsed,  should  he  read  a  second  time  that  ,  in  the  present  case  he  considered  himself 
day  six  months.  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  so  doing  by 

Mr.DiWt  said,  thatthesubjccthad  been  the  fact  that  the  Bill  had  been  submitted 
discussed  so  o^en,  and  the  Report  of  the  :  for  second  reading  before  twelve  o'clock. 
Committee  was  so  decisive,  ibat  he  felt  it  I  Mr.  Lam  did  not  consider  the  inference 
unnecessary  to  detain  the  House  with  any  a  fair  one  from  his  motion  for  adjournment) 
additional  proofs  of  the  corruption  of  the  \  that  those  who  sat  on  his  side  of  the  House 
voters  affected  by  this  Bill.  j  were  unwilUng  to  have  this  Bill  passed. 

Mr.  Philip  Hoteard  said,  whatever  may  j  The  object  of  his  motion  was  to  prevent 
be  the  views  taken  by  hon.  Members  of  '  business  of  such  importance  being  discussed 
the  Question  before  the  House,  there  is  no  at  so  late  an  hour.  He  should  persist  in 
one  but  must  admire  the  feeling  and  the  I  his  motion. 

force  with   which   his  hon.    and  gallant  I      The  House  divided  on  the  adjournment, 
Friend  had   advocated  the    cause  of    his  ;Ayes4;  Noea55;   Majority  51. 
constituentsandtheoldBoroughofStafford.        The  House  afterwards  divided  on  Cap- 


e  he  stands  Ihe  brunt  of  ihe  attack.' 

"  Solus  defendit  Tlion  Hector." 
But,  no  eloquence  could  cast  a  shield 
over  tbe  corruption  of  Stafford ;  no  prowess 
defend  its  battered  walls ;  still  seeing  that 
there  was  much  of  hardship  in  keeping  this 
Bill  of  Penalties  hanging  over  tbe  citizens 
of  Stafford  for  four  longycors ;  considering 
too  that  the  Befbrm  Bill  was  held  to  be  an 
amnesty  for  the  past,  he  should  not  stay  to 
■well  tbe  majority,  which  devoted  Stafford 
to  political  extinction. 

Mr.  Lan  moved  the  adjournment  of  tbe 
House,  as  it  was  now  past  the  hour  at 
which  it  had  been  agreed  that  no  new 
bnmness  should  be  commenced. 

Mr.  Francit  BaringaoM,  that  the  Bill  had 
been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  House 
before  twelve  o'clock.  He  thought  it 
really  too  hard  that  a  measure  which  the 
pvptytKocbei  on  tlw  Oppoation  tide  of  the 


tain   Chetwynd's     amendment  : 
Noes  53  :    Majority  47. 
BiU  read  a  second  time. 


Ayes  6; 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Friday,  March  4,  1836. 

MnfDTKS.]  BTIIi.  TbB  ROTil  Anent  wu  ^nn  br  Com. 
DiUonlotlKrDlkiwiiigBlIIii  EidiKpHrQllkiTnMAT 
of  AMI  I  Dqui  FoTot ;  and  dim  print*  BUL 

PctlUng  piHentaf.      By  Lord  Puni»T,  Ttam  (bt  Ltm 

SoeiMy  of  Inland,  igilnM  (he  Landnl  Sfcniicla'  AM, 

By  Iha  Anhbiihaii  of  CAirrnBumT,  ftum  Otdban,  tot  u 
AltAUion  In  tha  Fictotf^  An.— By  Loid  Houaub, 
Oho  ■  DltKBilDc  CoDfiegriion  in  LondoD,  (be  lUIW  (a 
the  DIhhiIri. 

See  of  Dithhau.]  The  Marquess  of 
iMtidonderry  was  desirous,  in  consequenca 
of  information  which  had  reached  him, 
that  it  was  intended  by  ihe  Government  to 
effect  a  reduction  in  (he  revenues  atuched 
to  the  see  of  Durham,  to  offer  to  the 
noblo  Lord  tit  the  head  of  tEe  Adminti- 


Ste  qf  Durham. 
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(ration  a  few  suggeBtioQE  before  anj  decU 
sioD  upoD  the  lubject  was  &DaUy  come  to. 
It  wu  wholly  impoiuble  for  him  to  ap- 
proach thii  topic  without  expieBsing  the 
deep  and  general  regret  which  wai  expe- 
rienced throughout  the  district  of  the 
country  in  queitioo  by  the  death  of  the 
tight  lev.  Prelate  who  last  611ed  the  see. 
Ha  was  a  maa,  whose  bearing  aed  eminent 
Cbdstian  qualities  placed  him  acnongBi 
the  most  respected  dignitaries  of  the  Pre- 
lates' Bench.  Indeed,  without  casting  the 
slightest  disparagement  upon  its  present 
or  future  occupants,  be  might  becom- 
ingly lay,  that 

«  H«  «M  a  man,  take  him  for  all  in  alt, 
Wc  ne'er  ihatl  look  upon  hii  Hke  igaiB." 
With  this  passing  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  a  talented  indiTidual,  he  would  proceed 
at  once  to  explain  the  object  he  had  in 
view  in  addressing  their  Lordship*.  It 
would  seem  to  be  the  intention  of  Govern- 
ment to  reduce  the  revenues  of  the  vacant 
we  to  a  very  smalt  amount.  Now,  before 
they  did  so,  he  asked  the  noble  Lords,  who 
had  such  an  arrangement  in  contemplation, 
to  taLe  into  consideration  tbe  singular 
position  in  which  the  diUrict  included 
within  its  limits  was  placed.  It  should, 
in  the  first  instance,  be  borne  in  mind 
that  a  very  large  tract  of  the  country  was 
Church  property,  and  that,  consequently, 
there  were  to  be  found  in  it  fewer  resident 
independent  gentlemen  than  in  any  other 
in  England.  During  the  life  of  the  late 
Bishop  the  hospitality  of  the  palace  was 
supported  in  a  princely  manner,  and  twice 
a  year  the  Judges  were  entertained  there 
during  their  atay  in  the  county.  Now,  if 
the  income  of  the  new  bishop  was  reduced 
ibis  would  be  impossible,  and  not  only 
would  the  poorer  clasies  be  deprived  of 
the  advantages  arising  from  the  keeping 
up  of  a  large  establishment,  but  tbe  recep- 
tion of  tbe  Judges  on  tbe  occasion  of  the 
AasizM  would  be  thrown  upon  the  shoul- 
dera  of  the  gentry,  wbo  were  but  indif- 
ferently able  to  bear  the  consequent 
aipeosea.  He  would  also  suggest,  that  if 
any  redaction  of  the  revenues  took  place, 
tbe  sum  of  2,000f.  a-year  hitherto  aonu- 
ally  allowed  by  the  Biibop  to  the  College 
should  be  transferred  to  that  body  from  the 
fand  aiising  out  of  the  redaction. 

Viacoont  Mtlbourne  entirely  concurred 
in  tbe  eulogium  pronovnced  by  the  noble 
Uarqaesa  oaa  lale  rigfat  rev.  Prelate,  and 
he  could  infbnn  the  noUe  Marquw,  that 
til  Ibt  iBiigMtMiat  vbieb  bad  beta  throwa 


out  were  fully  considered  in  the  Report  of 
the  Church  Commission,  which  Report  had 
been  signed  that  day.  It  would  not  be 
proper  for  him  (Viscount  Melbourne)  to 
say  what  the  contents  of  that  Report  were, 
but  he  trusted  that  it  would  be  satisfac- 
lory  to  tlie  House,  and  provide  a  sufficient 
maiutenance  for  the  dignity  of  the  see  ia 
question. 
Subject  dropped. 


HOUSE    OF  COMMONS, 
Friday,  March  4,  1831$. 


Carlow  Lahdlords.]  Mr.  Walht* 
rose  to  present  three  petitions  from  free- 
holders, inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Carlow,  ftnd,  before  doing  so,  he  wished  to 
take  that  opportunity  of  renewing  Ml 
notice  of  motion  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee,  to  inquire  into  tbe  proceedings 
alleged  to  have  taken  place  at  the  two 
last  Carlow  elections.  He  had  endea- 
voured, 10  the  best  of  bis  means  and  ability, 
to  ascertain,  whether  the  petitions  were 
respectably  signed,  and  whether  the  state- 
menta  they  contained  were  consistent  with 
truth,  and  he  thought  they  caroe  from 
individuals  who  would  not  deceive  him. 
Since  showing  the  petitions  to  the  hon. 
and  g4illant  Gentleman,  the  Member  for 
the  county  (Colonel  Bruen),  he  had  found 
that  there  was  a  portion  of  one  petliioa 
which  contained  a  atatement,  for  the 
accuracy  of  which  the  petitioaera  would 
not  vouch,  and  be  therefore  at  once  cjl- 
presced  his  determination  not  to  present 
the  petition  without  that  passage  being 
expunged.  This  had  Becomingly  been 
done.  The  first  petition  he  sbould  pre- 
sent was  from  William  Murray,  wbottated 
himself  to  be  an  elector  of  Carlow,  and  a 
tenant  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman, 
the  Member  for  Uie  county.  Ha  bad 
served  the  boo.  Member  for  three  yeart, 
in  tbfi  capacity  of  a  rent-driver,  cod  bad 
'•igaified,  io  t632t  bu  iolwUoii  of  TOtiDf 


Car&Hu  tancUordt.  {March  4}  Qirlcu/  Laxdlordt. 


Has 

for  tb€  RefoTtn  candidate,  Bioca  which  he 
had  beeD  persecuted  in  the  way  the  peti- 
tion described.  He  Etated,  that  be  had 
been  deprived  of  his  situation  of  rent- 
driver,  from  which  he  derived  1 0/.  annuaUyi 
though  he  had  faithTully  served  his  master; 
and  that,  in  consequence,  he  had  never 
been  able  since  to  obtain  a  rant  dischargB 
— that  was,  a  discharge  Tor  his  rent  as  if 
be  had  been  paid  in  full,  a  practice  not  con- 
fined to  Ireland,  but  whicli  was  very  com- 
mon, as  hon,  Memben  were  aware,  both 
in  England  and  Scotland,  now  that  rents 
were  so  generally  badly  paid,  Tha  peti- 
tioner went  on  to  state  in  detail  the  treat* 
ment  which  he  had  received  from  tha 
gallant  Member,  and  he  added,  that  with- 
out some  legislative  interference,  to  pre- 
vent simitar  proceedings  being  taken 
against  him  and  other  electors  of  Carlow 
Bt  future  elections,  the  freedom  of  election 
would  be  altogether  destroyed  there,  as  it 
was  the  determination  of  the  Conservative 
landlords  of  Carlow  to  coerce  their  Ca- 
tholic tenantry  either  to  vote  against  their 
consciences,  or  as  they  thought  fit.  The 
next  petition  he  held  was  from  an  indi- 
vidual named  Murphy,  who  was  similarly 
aituBted  to  the  last-named  petitioner.  He 
also  was  a  tenant  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Carlow,  and  had  experienced 
equal  treatment  for  equal  causes  as  the 
other.  Thepetitioner  stated,  thattn  1S31 
he  had  sif^oiGedhisintention  of  supporting 
the  Reform  candidates  for  the  county  of 
Carlow,  in  the  general  election  which  then 
took  place,  and  that  he  had  done  so ;  in 
consequence  of  which  he  stated  that  he 
was  deprived  of  a  portion  of  his  holding 
by  the  bon.  and  gallant  Member,  in 
which  was  included  a  right  of  turbary 
which  he  had  possessed  and  exercisni  for 
«  considerable  period.  Previous  to  the 
election  of  1832,  the  right  of  turbary  was 
restored  to  him,  in  the  hope,  and,  as  he 
stated  his  belief,  on  the  speculation,  that 
he  would  vote  for  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member,  bv  whose  order  it  had  been  re- 
■tored.  When  that  election  came  on,  be 
slated,  he  waabroughttothe  town  of  Carlow 
by  those  in  the  hon,  and  gallant  Memben 
interest,  and  locked  up  until  he  should 
vote  for  him;  but  he  would  not  vote 
against  his  conscience,  and  he  therefore 
contrived  to  make  his  eKape  and  return 
to  his  home.  He  was  not,  however,  suf- 
fered to  remain  there  long ;  he  was  again 
brought  back,  and  a  party  of  the  police 
jtccompaoied  those  who  compelled  faim  to 
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return.  He  was  then  again  placed  in  the 
position  of  voting  for  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member,  or  voting  according  to  his  con- 
acience.  He  voted  according  to  the  dio- 
tates  of  his  conscience,  and  ever  since  he 
had  been  nearly  brought  to  ruin  by  a 
series  of  persecutions  directed  against  him 
on  all  occasions.  He  had  been  again  de- 
prived of  the  restored  right  of  turbary; 
and  altbough  (here  had  twen  usually  a 
running  account  for  rent  between  him  and 
his  landlord,  it  had  been  closed  on  a 
sudden,  and,  as  he  was  unable  to  pay,  he 
had  been  ejected,  and  was  completely  de- 
prived of  the  land  which  had  been  upwards 
of  forty  years  in  his  hands  and  those  of 
his  family.  Like  the  former  petitioner  he 
prayed  legislative  protection,  and  hoped 
the  House  would  interfere  to  prevept  such 
persecution.  The  next  petition  which  ha 
(Mr.  Wallace)  had  to  present  was  the 
most  extraordinary  he  had  ever  heard  or 
known  of  in  connexion  with  the  righu  of 
electors  and  the  freedom  of  elecliun ; 
and,  if  it  were  capable  of  being  sustained, 
deserved  the  deepest  consideration  of  the 
House.  It  contaiued  nineteen  stgnatores 
out  of  twenty  two — the  whole  number  of 
tenants  on  the  estate  of  a  Mr.  Alexander, 
a  ^ntleman  resident  in  the  county  of 
Qarlow.  The  statements  contained  in  that 
petition  were  to  the  following  sfEect ; — In 
1831  Mr.  Alexander,  who  was  then  a 
Reformer,  had  induced  his  tenantry  to 
register  their  votes  for  the  pufpote  of 
supporting  the  Reform  interest.  There 
being  then  no  difference  of  opinion,  they 
complied  willingly  with  his  requisition, 
and  voted  accordingly.  In  1835  Mr, 
Alexander  changed  his  opinion,  and  in- 
sisted that  they  should  do  so  likewise. 
He  wished  them  to  vote  for  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  end  his  bon.  Colleague 
for  that  county,  in  the  election  which  took 
place  that  year;  and  if  they  refused,  be 
threatened  to  drive  them  from  his  pro- 
perty, and  dispossess  them  of  their  hold> 
ings.  At  various  times  and  in  various 
places,  while  that  election  was  pending,  at 
the  booths  and  in  the  streets,  heopenly  used 
threats  of  ex  termination  against  tDem,wJtfa> 
out  any  attempt  at  suppression  or  conceal- 
ment ;  and  as  they  did  not  vote  according 
to  his  desire  various  law-suits  were  subse- 
quently  entered  into,  with  the  view  of  co> 
ercing,  annoying,  and  injuring  them.  The 
consequence  was,  that  they  were  almoit 
ruined.  In  connexion  with  these  snita 
tbe  peliliooer  staud,  tbut  Mr,  AlexBinier, 


1207         Carlom  lakdlordt.         {COMMONS}  Carloio  tandtordt.  t209 


being  unable  to  find  officers  of  justice  to 
execule  the  Isw-proceiBei  neceHary  to 
■uBtain  tliem,  had  recourse  to  the  very 
unusual  step  of  seTving  them  faimself,  and 
thus  becomiog  a  bsiliff  in  his  own  cause. 
The  petition  further  alleg^ed,  that  Mr. 
Aleiander  stated  publicly  that  a  combined 
determination  had  been  adopted  by  the 
landlords  of  the  county  of  Carlow  to  sub- 
due their  refractory  tenants,  and  that  the^ 
had  one  and  all  sworn  to  remove  from  their 
estates  every  man  holding  under  tiiem, 
who  did  not  vote  according  to  their  di- 
rections. The  petitioners  staled,  that  in 
consequence  of  these  persecutions  Ihej 
had  been  nearly  ruined  by  iheir  landlords. 
One  proof  of  the  disposition  which  ap- 
pearea  to  that  effect  or  the  part  of  that 
Gentleman  would,  he  thought,  be  suffi- 
cient. Immediately  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  election  of  the  year  1 835,  ihev  were 
called  upon  to  pay  the  banging  gale — as 
it  was  termed  in  Ireland — in  other  words, 
the  preceding  sin  months'  rent,  which  is 
never  required  until  the  succeeding  half- 
year  is  due;  they  paid  it.  When  the 
next  six  months  had  expired,  they  were 
called  on  to  pay  the  rentduefor  it,  which, 
wiih  great  difficulty,  they  did  also,  although 
there  were  only  six  weeks  between  the 
two  payments;  and,  on  the  expiration  of 
the  following  six  months,  they  were  called 
upon,  and  compelled  to  pay  for  that  term 
also.  Thus  in  nine  months  they  had 
paid  three  complete  quarters'  rent,  a  cir- 
cumstance which  was  unprecedented  in 
Ireland,  and  he  (Mr.  Wallace)  believed 
elsewhere  also.  If  these  allegalions  were 
capable  of  proof,  he  (Mr.  Wallace)  felt 
bound  to  say,  thai,  until  the  system  which 
created  and  fostered  them  was  put  an  end 
to,  there  could  be  no  freedom  of  electinit 
in  that  country.  If  these  were  facts,  it 
must  be  at  once  allowed  that  the  indivi- 
dual complained  of,  had  gone  unusual 
and  unconstitutional  lengths.  The  peti- 
tioner stated  further,  that  means  had  been 
taken  by  Mr.  Alexander,  their  landlord, 
to  ealablish  a  body  of  police  under  the 
command  of  an  officer  near  his  house ; 
and  that  he  had  succeeded  in  them.  And 
they  complained  that,  as  the  police  was 
unnecessary  in  consequence  of  the  peace- 
ful state  of  the  conntry,  the  only  object 
of  their  being  established  there  was  to  aid 
and  assist  him  in  performing  his  part  of 
the  condition  of  the  league  entered  into 
by  the  Protestant  landlords  for  the  exter- 
mioMioD  of  their  Catholic  freebolden  of 


the  couuty  of  Carlow.    He  (Mr.  Wallace) 
did  not  mean  to  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of 
the  statements  contained  in  their  petitions, 
hut  be  thought  it  his  duty  to  brio^  them 
before  the  House  and  the  coontry,  as  they 
contained  matter  which  it  was  necessary 
either  to  affirm  or  disprove  without  delay. 
As  a  petition  of  a  similar  character  had 
been  placed  on  the  Votes  of  the  Houses- 
one  which  had  been  presented  on  nearly 
the  same  subject  on  a  recent  occasion — it 
was  his  intention  to  ask  a  similar  advantage 
for  these;  and  he  was  sure,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  the  House  would  not  refuse 
him.     He  should,  therefore,  move  that 
the  petitions  be  printed;  to  the  end  that 
hon.  Members  might  have  the  fullest  op- 
portunity of  perusing  them  previous  to  the 
motion  which  he  should  bring  forward  for 
B  general  and  searching  investigation  into 
all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
election  for  the  county  of  Carlow.     If  the 
statements  contained  in  them  were  false, 
then  let  the  consequences  be  on  the  heads 
of  those  who  had  oRended,     He  had  no 
wish  or  interest  in  connexion  with  the  case 
beyond  the  desire  to  discharge  faithfully  a 
public  duty  and  perform  a  public  service ; 
and  he  would  fairly  and  openly  state  that 
he  should  leave  no  stone  unturned  until, 
by  the  appointment  of  a  Commission  or 
some  equally  eSective  means,  a  strict  in- 
quiry was  set  on  foot  and  the  truth  or 
falsehood    of    these   extraordinary   s late- 
men  ts  tested . 

Colonel  Bruen  thanked  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Greenock  for  bringing  this  matter 
before  the  House,  for  both  himself  and  the 
rest  of  the  landlords  of  Carlow  were  most 
anxious  that  such  an  inquiry  as  that  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  Member  should  lake 
place,  and  that  the  conduct  of  persons  of 
ail  sects  and  parties  should  be  impartially 
but  fully  investigated.  In  fact,  it  was 
what  they  had  been  endeavouringto obtain 
for  many  years  without  effect,  but  they 
were  slill  left  to  suffer  evils  which,  hcTen- 
tured  to  assert,  existed  in  no  civilized 
country  of  the  world.  The  hon.  Member 
then  proceeded  to  read,  in  answer  to  the 
allegations  of  Murray,  the  fallowing  ex- 
tract from  a  letter  from  Mr.  H.  Cary,  of 
Carlow,  to  himself,  dated  August  15, 
1835,  which  appears  in  the  Appendix  to 
the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
Bribery  at  Elections : — "  William  Matraj 
became  your  tenant,  without  a  leasCi  for 
partof  the  lands  of  BallyhacketiCODtatninj 
9a,  Or.  ISpi,,  from  the  Sfitb  of  March, 
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1823,  at  40t.  an  acre,  and  on  bit  com- 
plaining ibal  the  land  was  too  dear,  you 
agreed  to  allow  him  an  abatement  of  5i. 
an  acre,  yet  he  did  not  pay  one  shilltoK  of 
the  abated  rent  for  the  two  years  ending 
the  2£tb  of  March,  1824,  notwitb standing 
which  yon  not  only  forgave  him  ihe  two 
yeara'  rent,  but  you  gave  him  a  lease  of 
the  land  at  35$.  an  acre,  commencing  from 
the  Sdth  of  March,  1824,  from  which 
period  to  September,  1832,  hia  payments 
did  not  amount,  notwithstanding  repeated 
applications  on  my  part,  to  fully  two  years' 
rent,  so  that  in  September,  1S32,  heowed 

Jou  an  arrear  amounting;  ta,85/.  3s.  8d. — 
take  great  discredit  to  myself  for  having 
allowed  this  arrear  to  accumulate,  but  I 
was  induced  to  do  so  in  consideration  of 
his  having  a  large  family,  and  as  he  always 
represented  himself  to  me  as  being  very 
poor,  and  unable  to  pay  his  rent.  In 
February,  1633,  I  had  ejectments  served 
on  him,  which  were  tried  at  the  April  Ses* 
■ions  of  that  year;  he  took  no  defence, 
but  in  the  June  following  he  redeemed  the 
land  by  paying  the  arrear,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  4/.  \5t.  2d.,  and  he  has  since  con- 
tinued to  pay  his  rent  regularly,  which 
proves  to  me  that  his  previous  allegations 
of  poverty  were  unfounded,  and  that  I 
was  deceived.  I  send  you  my  account- 
books  from  1826  to  1834,  to  show  the 
slate  of  bis  accounts.  I  never  employed 
him  as  a  rent-warner,  driver,  or  game- 
keeper,  on  your  estate ;  it  is  true  I  told 
him  to  protect  the  game  on  Ballyhacket, 
and  not  allow  any  person  to  shoot  on  those 
lands  without  your  orders;  but  this  was  the 
general  direction  given  to  all  the  tenants. 
He  occasionally  brought  messages  and 
notices  from  me  to  the  tenants  on  that  part 
or  the  estate,  which  were  few  in  number, 
in  like  manner  as  I  would  ask  any  other 
tenant  that  1  had  confidence  in  ;  but  as  to 
his  being  obliged  to  come  into  my  office 
twice  a-week,  there  could,  by  no  possibi- 
lity, be  any  necessity  for  it,  nor  dia  he  do 
so;  he  is  a  dealer  in  bacon,  and  as  such 
had  occasions  to  come  frequently  to  Car- 
low  on  his  own  business,  and  he  has  called 
at  the  office  on  some  of  these  occasions, 
and  brought  messages  from  and  to  the 
tenants,  but  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  ever 
was  brought  specially  to  Cailow  on  your 
basinesa,  though  such  may  have  been  the 
case  afier  the  ejectment  vtas  served  on  htm, 
but  never  before.  He  claimed  to  be  al- 
lowed lot.  a-year  for  his  services:  I  told 
him  he  had  no  claim  whatsoever;    that  his 
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servicA  were  merely  such  as  were  expected 
from  any  other  tenant ;  but  I  may  have  told 
him,  though  [  am  uncertain  whether  I  did 
or  not,  that  if  he  made  a  formal  demand,  I  - 
would  make  him  some  allowance,  perhaps 
I  may  have  said  HI.  a-year,  so  as  to  remove 
all  possible  grounds  of  complaint  on  his 
part;  but  he  absolutely  refused  my  offer, 
which  convinces  me  of  the  motives  for  the 
claim.  I  never  furnished  him  with  an  ac- 
count, nor-was  any  account  ever  furnished 
by  my  directions,  giving  him  credit  for  any 
allowance,  or  striking  any  balance  of  36/. 
as  being  due  by  him,  not  could  1  do  so,  as 
no  allowance  was  ever  made  to  him,  nor 
was  he  entitled  to  any ;  if  such  an  account 
was  furnished  him,  be,  no  doubt,  would 
have  produced  it  at  the  trial  of  the  eject- 
ment process,  and  I  should  have  been 
bound  by  it.  It  is  probable  he  might  have 
procured  my  clerk  to  draw  out  an  account 
in  the  way  he  wished  it,  but  if  he  did  so  it 
was  altogether  without  my  knowledge;  I 
knew  nothing  of  it.  You  are  aware  that 
there  are  only  two  drivers  on  the  whole 
estate;  namely,  John  M'Crea,  and  Mat- 
thew Griffith ;  (heir  salary  is  only  81.  a-year 
Irish  each,  therefore  Murray'sdemand  was 
absurd  on  the  face  of  it,  and  could  only 
have  been  suggested  to  him  by  some  of  the 
agitators,  in  order  to  found  a  grievance  on 
it."  Although  I  had  no  right  whatever, 
said  the  hon.  Member,  to  produce  my  pri- 
vate accounts,  I  offered  to  do  so,  and  sent 
over  for  them  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  Ord, 
however,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee, 
said  it  was  quite  unnecessary.  With  re- 
spect tothe  caseof  Murphy,  hewastopay 
a  rent  of  only  15^.  a-year,  and  yet  he  al- 
lowed arrears  to  the  amount  of  80/.  to 
accumulate — in  fact,  hepaidjnst  what  and 
when  he  pleased,  like  the  rest  of  ike 
tenants.  I  have  received  several  letters, 
with  all  of  which  Idonot  think  it  necessary 
to  trouble  the  House;  but  there  is  one  to 
which  I  beg  attention.  It  is  from  Mr. 
George  Dwyer,  dated  Ardrahan,  February 
29,  in  which  be  states  that  he  is  the  son- 
in-law  of  the  person  who  owns  the  estate  of 
Ballyiarsna,  of  which  we  heard  so  much 
the  other  night,  and  says — "  As  a  member 
of  Ihe  family,  who  are  deeply  indebtej  to 
your  generous  forbearance  from  asserting 
your  own  rights,  I  solemnly  declare,  that 
had  you  availed  yourself  of  the  fair  and 
legal  opportunity  open  to  you,  it  was  in 
your  power  lo  have  resumed  possession  of 
tlie  lands  of  Ballytarsna,  and  to  have  added 
to  your  income  tlie  very  considerable  prolit 
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rent  now  enjoyed  by  my  brotiier-in-)t«  and 
his  family.  With  reference  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  eitat«,  a  recNver  wai  appointed 
by  the  Court  of  Chaoowy  during  my  br»- 
ther-in-law'i  minority,  and  the  agent  under 
the  authority  of  the  Court  was  ooropelled 
to  remore  such  tenanlt  as  were  either  un- 
willing or  unable  to  pay  in  their  rents  to 
the  Court;  with  this  you  had  nothing  to 
'  do."    How  Mr.  Aleitinder  may  think  it 

E roper  to  proceed  (continued  the  horn 
[ember)  with  those  tenants  who  refuse  to 
pay  either  tithe  or  rent,  it  is  not  for  me  or 
forany  oneelsetoinquire,  provided,  in  his 
very  natural  endeavour  to  obtain  bis  rights, 
he  does  not  violate  the  law ;  and  1  once 
more  protest,  in  the  name  of  the  landlords 
of  Carlow,  against  such  attempts  to  call 
them  to  account  aa  to  bow  they  manage 
their  private  affairs.  This  I  do  know  of 
Mr,  Aleiinder,  that  to  no  man  in  Ireland  is 
Ibecommnnity  more  indebted  than  to  him, 
for  the  extraordinary  improvement  that  he 
has  caused  in  an  extensive  district.  When 
he  came  to  tbal  county,  about  forty  years 
ago,  he  has  told  me,  when  viewing  these 
improvemenK,  that  one  cabin,  without  a 
tree  or  a  bush,  was  all  he  found  on  his 
ireival.  The  most  extensive  mills,  1  be- 
lieve, in  Ireland,  a  handsome  residence, 
fine  trees,  extensive  plantations,  strikingly 
neat  and  comfortable  houses,  with  a  nu- 
merous, happy,  and  grateful  tenantry,  in 
constant  employment,  were  the  results  of 
the  endeavours  of  one  of  the  most  public- 
apirited  snd  muniGcent  men  in  the  empire, 
till  for  their  sins  Father  Kehoa  turned  poli- 
tician. The  effeclsof  his  pious  endeavours 
may  be  gathered  in  some  degree  from  the 
petition.  Mr.  Alexander  still  remains  the 
same  kind  and  hberal  man  that  his  acts 
have  proved  him ;  but  he  does  not  choose 
to  be  bought  and  sold,  snd  has  the  hardi- 
hood openly  to  say  so.  With  respect  to  his 
son,  he  is  likewise  grossly  attacked,  as 
having  slated  that  all  the  Tory  landlords 
had  sworn  to  exterminate  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholica.  The  thing  is  absurd  on  the  fiice  of 
it.  I  believe  he  has  just  United  an  excel- 
lent house  for  one  of  ihat  persuasion,  who 
has  been  barbarously  treated  by  the  mob 
becausehe  voted  as  he  pleased,  and  against 
whom  Father  Kehoe  preached  his  cele- 
brated sermon,  to  be  found  in  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  ou  Bribery.  It  is  stated 
that  men  who  have  been  employed  for 
yean  in  the  mills  have  been  discharged. 
Th«  House  will  not  be  surprised  at  that, 
wban  they  hear  that  the  workmen,  in  t 
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body,  faive  mcened  ordera  from  the  priest 
to  quit  instantaaeoodiy  the  premises  of 
gentfemen,  friends  of  mine,  engaged  io  the 
malting  business,  at  the  critical  moment 
when  hundreds  of  pounds  worth  of  barky 
must  either  be  turned  or  lost,  and  havs 
been  forced  to  obey.  Isit,  then,  astonish- 
ing that  men  to  business  should  endeavour 
to  guard  th«n selves  against  ibe  recurrence 
of  such  dangers,  and  only  employ  those 
who  are  free  agents  ?  is  it  not,  rather,  a 
Gt  subject  for  our  amaxetnent  that  the  very 
men  who  commit  these  crimes  can  have  tha 
UDpanlleled  effrontery  to  appear  before  the 
public  as  the  accusers  of  those  who  are 
suffering  under  the  effects  of  them  7  As  to 
the  police -barracks  at  the  lear  of  Mr.  Alex> 
ander's  house,  the  case  is  simply  this:— 
There  hsppens  to  be  a  biidge  over  the  river 
Barrow,  which,  fortunately  for  as,  separates 
C'arlow  from  the  Queen's  County.  Large 
parties  of  Whitefeet  and  other  despera- 
does used  to  come  across  this  bridge  into 
our  county  by  night,  and  wresk  their  ven- 
geance on  the  peaceable  inhabitants.  Id 
order  to  check  this,  a  police  station  has 
been  established  there,  which  has  had,  1 
believe,  the  desired  effect,  and  has  given 
great  offence  to  the  advocates  of  liberty. 
When  I  had  lately  the  honour  of  address- 
ing the  House,  it  was  my  intention  briefly 
to  have  endeavoured  to  show  with  what 
injustice  the  landlords  of  Carlow  had  beta 
assailed  in  the  petition  lately  presented 
from  Mr.  Vigors,  as  well  as  to  state  sonw 
other  matters  connected  with  that  coun- 
ty, which  it  has  now  become  essentially 
necessary  that  the  House  and  the  country 
should  know  ;  il  did  not,  however,  seem 
right  to  some  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite that  1  should  proceed.  I  therefoea 
desisted,  hsving  much  reason  to  be  thank- 
ful for  the  patience  with  which  they  lis- 
tened to  my  statement,  but  apprehend 
that  then  can  now  be  no  objection  to  my 
proceeding.  Within  this  day  or  two  I 
have  received  letters  and  affidavits  contra- 
dictiug  the  allegations  in  Mr.  Vigors'a 
petition.  With  theseldonotthinkitatall 
necessary  to  trouble  the  House  now,  bat 
I  have  received  one  letter  the  substsnce  of 
which  I  must  be  allowed  to  communicate. 
It  is  from  Mr.  Butler,  the  agent  of  Ijeu- 
ten ant-Colonel  Latouche.  He  states  that 
he  has  been  for  the  last  twenty-eight 
years,  and  his  father  for  the  thirty-three 
years  previously,  sole  agent  for  these  e»> 
tates  in  Carlow,  and  that  dariiw  the  whole 
of  that  period,  the  long  perioa  of  sixty- 
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one  yean,  an  ejectment  has  never  been .  hating  fint  duly  inflamed  their  reli^ona 
had  reconrte  to.  This  he  could  say  with  '  zeal,  to  canvana  the  freeholders  at  the 
truth,  which  he  observed  others  seemed  |  head  of  sach  mobs,  threatening  them  with 
to  disregard,  that  the  lease  of  these  lands  death  and  destruction  to  their  houses  and 
mentioned, payingflrentofonly3i.6ii. per  properties  if  they  do  not  TOto  for  tlieir 
acre,  lately  expired  ;  that  Lieutenant- Col.  priest  and  their  country.  Not  satisfied 
Latouche  had  directed  seventy-six  acres  lo    with  the  mobs  of  one  county,    they  sum- 


be  given  at  a  moderate  rent  to  the  famiti 
of  the  original  tenant ;  that  he  found 
thirteen  cabins  on  a  wretched  and  unim- 
proved hill,  the  inhabitants  idle,  demoral- 
Iied,  and  uncivilized — the  few  that  could 
write,  requisionists  for  every  illegal  pur- 
pose, and  this,  perhaps,  might  give  some 
clue  to  the  reason  for  these  complaints  and 
lamentations — the  land  not  affording  suf- 
ficient support  to  the  numbers  that  had 
congregated  on  it.  Under  these  circum- 
■lences,  he  proceeded  to  say,  that  he  con- 
sidered it  not  unfair  that  the  lands  should 
be  put  into  such  a  state  as  would  be  likely 
to  afford  some  remuneration  to  the  land- 
lord, and  to  hope  for  that,  as  they  were 
then  circnmatanced,  was  impossible. 
These  persons  were  allowed  to  remain 
fifteen- months  on  the  land,  rent  free,  and 
then  each  went  away,  removing  the  ma- 
terials of  their  houses,  together  with  every 
thing  portable.  To  the  head  of  each 
family  he  gave  some  pounds  in  money. 
There  was  but  one  widow ;  to  her  he  gave 
5/.,  and  she  was  most  thankful.  Mr.  But- 
ler proceeded  to  complain  of  the  injustice 
of  such  an  attack  upon  a  landlord  whose 
kindness  and  liberality  were  proverbiaf — 
and  on  this  point  I  most  willingly  add  my 
testimony,  for  all  who  have  the  pleasure 
of  knowmg  Lieutenant-Colonel  Latouche 
are  well  aware  that  a  more  generous  or 
kindhearted  landlord  or  gentleman  does 
not  exist.  Mr.  Butler  adds  in  a  postcript 
— "  YoQwill  please  observe  there  was  not 
a  freeholder  on  this  townland  which  is  so 
much  complained  of,  and  of  course  nothing 
political  could  be  mixed  up  with  the  re- 
movals." Any  comment  on  this  plain 
statement  of  facts,  conlinued  the  hon. 
Member,  I  take  to  be  unnecessary.  The 
House  will  observe  that  a  number  of  idle 
and  disorderly  people  have  been,  after 
much  kindness  and  generosity,  removed  ; 
now  this,  in  the  eyes  of  the  political 
priests,  is  an  offence  not  to  be  forgiven. 
Their  consequence  and  their  power,  as 
agitators,  are  impaired.  These  are  the 
deluded  people  at  whose  head  they  place 
themselves,  and  scour  the  country  in  all 
directions  by  day  and  by  night ;  they  sally 
forth  fiom  the  chapels  on  the  Sabbath  day, 


mon  the  priests  from  those  adjacent, 
march  in  at  the  head  of  their  forces ;  the 
inhabitants  fly  from  their  houses,  and  hide 
themselves  in  the  ditches  and  coverts; 
irtd  the  country  has  now  the  appearance 
of  one  invaded  by  a  barbarous  enemy, 
rather  than  one  backing  in  the  sunshine  of 
reform,  and  reposing  under  the  wing  of  a 
patriotic  and  liberal  government,  1,  my- 
self, have  witnessed  what  I  describe.  In 
some  instances,  the  priests  drag  men  from 
their  homes  and  from  their  sick  beds; 
they  carry  them  prisoners  to  their  houses, 
detain  them  there  for  days  against  their 
will,  and  parade  them  through  the  country 
and  through  the  towns,  like  the  conquerors 
of  old.  They  force  them  to  the  hustings, 
take  their  stations  opposite  to  them  in  the 
booths,  and,  fixing  on  them  an  eye  more 
withering  than  Vathek's,  they  constrain 
them  to  perjure  themselves  at  the  regis- 
tries, and  10  vote  at  the  elections  against 
their  wishes  and  against  their  interests,  and 
theirpoor  victims  can  only  say,"  How  can 
we  help  it?  Their  outrages  end  not  here; 
if  any  liave  the  hardihood  to  assert  their 
rights  In  defiance  of  all  thi^,  and  to  voto 
against  whatever  unimpeachable  patriot 
may  have  been  the  highest  bidder,  whose 
very  name,  perhaps,  ihey  had  never  before 
heard,  or  may  not  be  able  to  pronounce, 
they  are  denounced  from  the  altar  as 
heretics  and  Orangemen  ;  their  neighboura 
are  ordered  to  have  no  communication 
with  them,  not  tobuyfromthem.nottoBell 
to  them,  not  to  treat  with  them  at  fair  or 
market ;  their  cattle  are  maimed  ;  their 
farming  implements  destroyed,  and  their 
houses  burnt ;  their  names  are  posted  in 
black  lilts  on  every  chapel  door  in  tha 
county  ;  a  line  is  drawn  around  their 
door,  which  no  one  must  pass:  their  very 
wives  are  forbidden  to  come  near  them, 
and  if  by  the  utmost  vigilance  and  precan- 
(ion  they  escape  at  last  with  their  lives,  it  la 
more  than  they  could  in  reason  expect.  The 
landlords  in  the  mean  time  are  abused,  in- 
sulted, and  injured  in  every  possible  way. 
They  cannot  ride  even  along  the  public 
way  in  peace  or  safety.  Their  best  horses 
and  dogs  are  poisoned,  their  property  io- 
juTed  and  destroyed ;  their  lervanta  set  n 
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■p'lM  orer  them ;  their  labourer*  brbiddeD  ia,  and  the  laws  of  this  House  and  of  the 
to  vork  for  them,  and  obliged  to  leave  country  are  enforced.  Take,  for  example, 
tbeiremploymentatthemoit  critical  times  the  tranaactionB  of  the  last  few  years  in 
and  teasODs,  when  hundreds  may  be  tost  in  Carlow,  even  from  what  has  been  publicly 
the  course  of  a  few  hours  ;  their  very  lives  j  admitted,  and  I  can  go  somewhat  further 
are  contianally  indanger.as  faraithe  ruf- .  if  necessary. —  We  have  been  hawked 
fiaasdare  togo, and,  in  short, every  device  '  about  like  a  bale  of  goods  to  every  fair 
is  resorted  to  that  man  or  devil  can  sug-    and  market  in  the  country ;  we  have  been 

fitt,  to  drive  them  out  of  the  country. '  offered  to  one,  refused  by  another,  and 
his  ia  a  mere  sketch,  a  faint  outline  of ,  forced  u[)On  a  third,  till  we  have  become  a 
what  we  endure  ;  and  if  the  landlords  of;  mere  drug  in  ihe  market.  The  patriot  in 
Carlow  had  been  driven  to  retaliate  Ireland,  the  Radical  in  England,  have 
to  mete  to  their  enemies  with  their  own    both  been  equally  deaf  to  the  voice  of  the 


measure,  and   to  pay  them  in  thei 
coin,    I  do  not  say  they  would  have  been 

^*ustifled,  but  assuredly  it  would  be  al- 
owed  they  had  received  ample  provoca- 
tion. But  I  will  go  further,  and  state, 
that  if  they  had  discharged  their  duty  as 
they  ought  to  themselves  and  to  their 
country,  some  of  those  gentlemen  who 
now  &gure  ai  witnesses  and  petitioners 
before  this  House  and  its  Committee*, 
would,  if  justice  were  to  be  obtained,  have 
been  long  tines  in  a  ver^  different  part  of 
his  Majesty's  dominions,  together  with 
numben  of  their  misguided  followers.  But 
we  have  borne  these  insults  and  injuries 
with  patience,  alill  hoping  for  better  days, 
and  we  have  been  justly  rewarded  for  our 
folly.  This  ii  the  liberty  we  enjoy,  and 
for  the  increase  of  which  such  clamours 
are  continually  ringing  in  our  ears;  and  it 
is  fitting  that  Parliament  and  the  country 
should  know  the  truth  before  they  proceed, 
by  fresh  enactments,  to  place  new  and 
dangerous  powers  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  have  made  so  bad  a  use  of  those  they 
already  unfortunately  possess.  Let  the 
HoUk  bear  this  in  mind,  that,  with  respect 
to  the  grest  body  of  the  people,  there  it 
scarcely,  as  matters  now  stand,  such  a 
thing  in  Ireland  as  liberty,  unless  it  be  the 
liberty  of  murder  and  outrage  ;  nor  can 
any  be  expected  until  the  political  incen- 
diariet,  instead  of  being  encouraged,  are 
made  amenable  to  the  law.  Tha  maladies 
under  which  we  labour,  until  that  it  done, 
must  continue  to  increase.  These  are  the 
men  who  have  the  effrontery  to  accute  ut 
of  tyranny  and  oppression  to  the  electors, 
at  if  the  question  was  whether  or  not  the 
elector  in  Ireland  should  be  permitted 
fairly  to  exercise  bis  franchise  ;  but  it  it  no 
luch  thing;  the  question  is,  shall  the 
priest  be  allowed  to  drive  him  where  he 
pleases,  and  sell  him  to  the  highest  bidder  ? 
This  is  our  present  stale,  and  must  con- 
tinue to  be  so,   unless  the  landlord  steps 


charmer.  Possibly  the  Liberal  in  Scotland 
may  have  had  his  ambition  tickled  by 
glowing  descriptions  of  this  safe  specula- 
tion  i  but  be  that  as  it  may,  this  is  not  the 
first,  second,  or  third  time,  that  we  have 
been  notoriously  put  up  toauction,  and  here 
we  are  at  last  knocked  down  like  a  lot,  by 
Mr.  Geoige  Robins.  To  reconcile  us  to  our 
misfortanes,  we  were  promised  a  stauDcb 
and  consistent  reformer,  whose  principles 
were  all  that  could  be  desired,  but,  if, 
after  all,  our  purchaser  turns  out  to  be  tuch 
an  "  incompreheniible  ragabondi"  truly 
it  must  be  confessed  that  we  hare  been 
hardly  dealt  with.  But  I  will  beg  lesve 
to  explain  more  particularly  the  degree  of 
liberty  that  the  Roman  Catholic  in  Car- 
low  enjoys,  aad  give  one  out  of  100  in- 
stances. He  is  told,  in  the  first  place, 
that  he  holds  his  franchise  for  the  good  of 
his  country  :  his  priest  is  the  judge  of 
that,  and  he  mutt  give  hit  vote,  and  no 
thanks  to  him,  at  his  priest  pleases.  This 
demand  is  enforced  by  the  rabble  on  every 
opportunity,  but  more  particularly  at  lb« 
chapel  on  Sunday.  Seldom  can  any  de- 
mur or  resistance  be  expected  ;  but 
thonld  any  thing  of  the  sort  be  appre- 
hended, strangers  are  brought  and  placed 
in  front,  and  the  unfortunate  recusant  is 
beaten  and  abused  without  being  able  to 
recognize  one  of  his  tormentors,  so  as  to 
bring  them  to  puoithmeni,  if  he  dare  to 
think  of  such  a  thing;  or  he  it  dragged 
out  of  the  chapel  during  the  tervice,  or 
his  wife  or  daughter  is  thrown  over  out  of 
the  gallery.  Let  not  the  House  imagine  that 
these  are  imaginary  cases,  or  thatUiey  par- 
take in  any  degree  of  the  character  of  rhe- 
torical artifices.  They  are  tad  truths — mat- 
ters of  fact,  not  only  with  respect  to  the 
poorer,  but  to  the  wealthier  ctatses.  I 
had  a  tenant,  a  most  independent  man 
as  to  his  circumstances.  Besides  two  rich 
and  extensive  f^trmi,  he  had,  to  my  certain 
knowledge  2,000/.  in  money ;  he  always 
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tice  a  diriiion  titd  taken  dfteen  tninutei, 
although  there  were  only  sixty-three  iriem- 
bera  at  one  aide,  whereat,  under  the  old 
practice,  he  had  known  a  division  dispoied 
of  in  three  minutes,  when  the  numberi 
were  134  on  one  side,  and  fifty  on  th« 
other.  In  another  case  only  four  minutes 
were  occupied  with  a  division  in  which  ihe 
niimbera  were  19S  and  (ifteen.  Taking 
the  average  sittings  of  the  Home  at  eight 
hours  a-day,  he  had  calculated  that  the 
waste  of  time  consequent  upon  taking 
divisions  under  the  new  plan  would  in  a 
session  of  six  months  consume  a  whole 
week.  He  could  not  conclude  without 
adverting  to  one  other  division  which  oc- 
cupied twenty-seven  minutei;  It  was  true 
that  on  that  occasion  there  were  400 
bers  in  the  House.     The  hon,  Mem- 


which  he  had  just  read;  the  other  was 
put  into  his  hands  by  a  person  who  wished 
to  put  him  on  his  guard,  and  whicli  did 
contain  this  article.  The  reason  he  had 
stated  these  facta  was,  to  give  the  hon 
Member  for  Sheffield  the  opportunity  of 
wholly  disclaiming  any  knowledge  of  this 
disgraceful  conduct.  He  always  admired 
Straightforward  conduct;  he  had,  there- 
fore, written  to  the  cdilor  of  the  Shejfidd 
Iris,  to  demand  an  immediate,  ampli 
deRnite  apology,  stating,  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  letter  demanding  it  should 
be  printed  and  affixed  at  Ihe  he 
of  the  apology,  for  he  was  determined 
make  the  apology  as  humiliating  tothe edi- 
tor as  the  charge  against  himself  was  false 
and  scandalous.  He  thought  he  had  dis- 
charged his  duty  to  the  House  in  bring- 
ing the  matter  forward,  and  he  (rusted 
they  would  give  him  credit  for  the  motive 
which  had  influenced  him. 

Mr.  Bvckingliam  felt  himself  called 
upon  to  answer  the  question  put  to  him 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  and  he 
begged  to  state  distinctly  that  he  had  no 
knowledge  whatever  of  the  existence  of 
the  paragraph  unlilhe  firstsawit  yesterday 
that  be  had  no  communication  with  tht 
editor  on  the  subject;  that  he  was  as  ig- 
norant, in  short,  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  himself  of  the  whole  matter.  He 
had  been  so  many  years  a  public  character, 
that  it  was  not  very  likely,  at  his  late  time 
of  day,  for  him  to  write  in  the  manner 
Mod  in  the  terms  adopted  by  the  writer  of 
that  paragraph.  He  had  written  much, 
but  DO  imputation  of  that  kind  had  ever 
fallen  from  him.  He,  therefore,  hoped  the 
House  would  give  him  full  credit  for  an 
entire  non-jianicipation  in  this  mailer. 
Of  cotirse,  m  a  country,  like  this,  where 
strong  political  feelings  existed, and  widely 
diflerent  opinions  were  sincerely  enter- 
tained, it  was  natural  that  they  should  he 
expressed  strongly.  But  he  again  begged 
to  deny  any  knowledge  whatever  of  or 
participation  in  the  matter. 
Subject  dropped. 


ber  moved  "  that  the  practice  of  taking 
divisions  of  the  House  in  two  lobbies  be 
discontinued." 

Mr.  Ward  did  not  consider  the  subject 
so  much  m  matter  of  life  and  death,  as 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  House  should 
be  stopped  on  the  question  of  going  into 
a  Committee  of  Supply  for  ^e  purpose  of 
considering  and  disposing  or  auch  a 
motion.  It  would  be  most  extraordinary 
indeed  if  they  were  to  rescind  such  a  re- 
soiulion  as  that  after  only  a  fortnight's 
trial — which  certainly  could  not  be  con- 
sidered B  f^ir  trial.  He  was  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  if  the  publicity  of  divi- 
sions could  not  be  obtained  without  such 
an  expenditure  of  the  public  time  as  that 
which  the  hon.  Member  opposite  de- 
scribed, the  idea  had  much  better  be 
abandoned,  but  he  entreated  that  the 
plan  should  first  be  fairly  tried,  at  all 

Mr.  Warbvrlon  was  opposed  to  a  return 
to  the  old  system  which  was  one  of  doubt 
confusion,  and  obscurity,  and  he  should 
certainly  vote  against  the  motion. 

Lord  John  Rusttll  admitted,  that  great 
difEculties  lay  in  the  way  of  taking  divi- 
I,  and  that  considerable  enors  had  oc- 


curred even  under  the  new  system; 

at  the  same  time,  that  system  had  worked 
Divisions    of   tm    House.]      Mr.    much  better  than  he  had  expected,  and 
Barlow  Hoy,  on  the  Order  of  the  day  be-    he  thought  the  House  wu  bound  to  give 
ing  moved  for  the  House  resolving  itself  it  a  longer  trial. 

intoaCommilteeof  Supply, rose, pursuant  I  Mr.  Barlow  Hoy  replied,  he  was  the 
to  notice,  to  call  their  attention  to  the  advocate  for  publicity  in  the  fullest  ex- 
want  of  success  which  had  attended  the  j  tent ;  but  as  the  House  seemed  to  enter- 
new  plan  for  dividing,  by  sending  the  j  tain  the  opinion  that  the  new  plan  had 
Members  into  different  lobt)ies  at  opposite  not  received  »  fair  trial,  he  would,  with 
codl  of  the  Hoase.  Under  the  new  prac-  j  the  permiaiion  of  the  House,  withdraw 
2R2 
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and  all  he  conld  ny  wib,  that  if  the  hon. 
Member  would  consent  to  defer  bis  motioa 
until  ihnl  day  everylbing  the  Government 
could  do  to  facilitBle  his  bringing  it  for- 
ward then  abould  be  done;  but  beyond 
this  he  could  |ive  the  lion.  Member  do 
pledge. 

Mr.  Borlhtoick  could  assure  the  hoD> 
Baronet  tiiat  he  had  no  intention  what- 
ever to  act  in  the  present  instance  hos- 
tilely  towards  (he  Government;  neither 
was  it  his  wish  that  any  part  of  the  money 
intended  for  the  Mauritius  should  b« 
appropriated  far  the  benefit  of  any  other 
colony,  because  he  considered  that  aucb 
a  course  would  be  exceedingly  bad  policy. 
He  would  at  once  adopt  the  suo^stion  of 
the  hon.  Baronet,  and  postpone  his  motion 
until  Tuesday  ;  but  if  it  were  not  allowed 
then  to  come  on,  all  he  could  say  wai 
that  he  would  insist  on  bringing  it  for- 
ward on  the  next  supply  night,  without 
caring  what  party  suffered,  whether  the 
party  on  his  side  of  the  House,  or  the 
Gentlemen  who  sat  on  the  opposite 
benches. 

The  House  went  into  a 


his  motion  for  the  present,  and  bring  it 
forward  again  in  a  few  weeks. 

Mr.  Ward  submitted,  that  as  Ihe 
motion  had  been  brought  forward,  the 
House  was  bound  to  pronounce  an  opin- 
ion upon  it  one  way  or  other. 

Mr.  Rice  said,  he  must  remind  hon. 
Members  that  by  voting  now  against  the 
motion,  they  would  not  be  precluded  from 
taking  the  matter  again  into  considera- 
tion at  a  future  period. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  could  not  concur  in 
thinking  that  Ihe  House  was  bound  to 
pronounce  an  opinion  upon  a  motion  after 
the  hon.  Member  who  had  brought  it  for- 
ward expressed  a  desire  to  withdraw  il. 

Lord  John  Russell  was  on  principle 
most  decidedly  opposed  to  the  motion 
being  withdrawn.  He  strongly  objected 
to  the  practice  of  hon.  Members  bringing 
forward  motions  on  all  kinds  of  subjects 
when  the  House  was  about  to  resolve  it- 
self into  a  Committee  of  Supply.  He 
wished  to  limit  this  practice  as  much  as 
possible,  and  on  these  grounds  he  ob- 
jected to  the  motion  being  withdrawn. 

The  motion  was  put  and  negatived. 

The  question  was  again  put  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Supply. 

.  Maumthts,]  Mr.  Borthtoick  op- 
posed the  Motion  for  the  Speaker  leav- 
ing the  Chair,  in  order  that  the  House 
might  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Supply.  It  was  not  his  wish  (o  impede 
the  business  before  the  House,  but  he  at 
the  same  time  must  persist  in  bringing  for- 
ward the  Motion  relative  to  the  Mauritius 
of  which  he  had  given  notice,  unless  the 
hon.  Baronet  opposite  (Sir  G.  Grey)  fixed 
some  day  when  it  should  come  on.  He 
had  endeavoured  to  bring  it  forward  on 
two  several  occasions,  but  on  each  night, 
owing  to  some  fatality  or  another,  the 
House  was  counted  out.  As,  however, 
he  was  far  from  desirous  of  throwing  any 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  Estimates  which 
were  fixed  for  that  evening,  he  should  be 
but  too  happy  if  the  hon.  Baronet  would 
relieve  him  from  the  necessity  of  pressing 
his  Motion  by  appointing  some  day  when  it 
should  come  on. 

Sir  George  Grey  said,  it  was  his  wish 
to  have  the  question  to  which  that  motion 
referred  settled  as  speedily  as  possible. 
He  had  himself,  however,  postponed  a 
motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  in 
relation  to  the  Mauritius,  until  Tuesday  ; 
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mates.] Mr.  Charles  Wood  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  offering  to  the  Committee  an 
explanation  of  the  Navy  Estimates.  The 
general  form  of  these  Estimates  waa  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  that  in  which  they  bad 
been  submitted  for  three  or  four  years  past; 
andas  that  had  been  so  ofien  and  so  clearly 
explained  bytheright  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
(Sir  James  Graham),  and  last  year  by  the 
noble  L-ord  (Ashley),  he  would  not  trouble 
the  Committee  by  going  over  the  same 
ground.  He  would  merely  refer  to  those 
parts  of  the  Estimates  in  which  there  wai 
any  prominent  dif^rence  between  the  votes 
of  last  year  and  those  of  the  present.  Con- 
Kning  the  statement  to  those  services 
over  which  alone  they  had  any  power 
of  reduction,  there  was  a  difference  be- 
tween the  amount  of  the  votes  in  this  year 
and  the  last  of  306,000^;  but  in  reality, 
the  total  difference  between  the  expense 
of  the  two  periods  was  only  256,000/.,  the 
apparent  increase  arising  from  the  fact  that 
in  the  Estimates  of  last  year  a  much  larger 
sum  than  usual  was  obtained  in  reduction 
of  Ihe  votes  asked  from  Parliament,  by 
taking  in  aid  of  the  grants,  the  sums 
accruing  from  the  sale  of  stores,  &c.  Bcc, 
for  the  period  of  s  year  and  three  quarlere, 
instead  of   for    the    usual   period  of   a 
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jear :  and  thereby  exhibiting  a  great 
apparent  reduction.  In  this  arraageroent 
he  perfectly  concurred  ;  and  he  merely 
mentioned  the  circumstaace  to  show  that 
they  had  not  tbe  same  advantages  this 
year  which  the  last  had  afforded.  The 
first  excess  was  an  item  No.  1,  for  the 
wages  to  seamen  ;  and  also  in  No.  2,  This 
excess  arose  principally  from  the  increase 
which  was  to  be  made  in  the  number  of 
■eamen.  As  he  should  have  to  return 
to  tWii  part  of  the  subject  before  he 
■at  down,  he  would  merely  state  that 
the  expense  occasioned  by  that  increase 
was  22O,000i.  The  increase  on  the  votes, 
however,  was  only  204,000/.  The  differ- 
ence arose,  partly  from  the  transfer  of  the 
sum  of  10,000/.  to  the  halT-pay  list,  part 
of  the  arrangement  of  the  Ordinary,  and 
partly  from  a  saving  of  S,000/.,  which 
bad  been  effected  by  an  economical  ar- 
rangement. The  charge  for  the  Navy  Pay- 
oBice  was  entirely  omitted,  an  arrange- 
ment having  been  made  by  the  Treasury 
for  that  head  of  expense,  and  this  caused 
a  difference  to  the  amount  of  22,000/.  The 
next  item  in  which  there  had  been 
increase  was  No,  10,  the  vote  for  the  stores 
of  the  Navy,  in. which  they  had  felt  it  their 
duty  to  propose  an  increase  of  47,000/.,  as 
compared  with  the  charge  of  last  year. 
He  was  desirous  of  slating  that  this  in- 
crease was  rendered  necessary,  because  the 
vote  of  last  year  was  unprecedentedly 
small;  but  althongh  the  increase  he 
had  just  stated  was  made,  the  whole 
amount  was  30,000/,  below  the  lowest 
vote  taken  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  (Sir  James  Graham),  who 
tainly  was  not  chargeable  with  any  e; 
vagance  on  that  head.  The  next  item  or 
increase  was  in  the  niitcellaneous  serv' 
if  the  miscellaneous  services  of  this  year 
had  remained  the  same  as  those  of  last, 
there  would  have  been  a  saving  under  this 
head  of  3,000/. ;  but  the  increase  was  oc- 
casioned, first,  by  the  establishment  of  an 
office  for  the  registration  of  merchant 
■eamen,  and  secondly  by  the  expense  of 
fitting  out  the  expeditioD  for  the  relief 
of  the  whale  ships  which  were  blocked 
op  in  the  ice.  Under  the  head  of  half- 
pay,  there  waa  a  saving  of  5,000/. ;  ft 
would  hare  been  upwards  of  12,000/., 
bat  for  an  arrangement  which  trans- 
ferred from  No.  2  to  No.  5  a  charge 
of  7,000/.,  occasioned  by  a  proposed  in- 
crease in  the  half-pay  of  pursers.  He 
•hould  alto  ny,  that  there  would  be  a 
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larger  prospective  reduction,  in  conie- 
quence  of  an  arrangement  made  by  the 
present  Board  of  Admiralty  for  extending 
to  masters,  sui^ons,  and  pursers,  a  rule 
only  applied  hitherto  to  lieutenants  and 
other  commissioned  officers,  namely,  only 
creating  one  new  officer  for  every  three 
vacancies.  He  had  stated  these  facta 
to  show,  that  although  the  present  Go- 
vernment had  enlarged  some  of  the  votes, 
they  were  not  unmindful  of  principles  of 
just  economy,  but  were,  on  the  contrary, 
prepared  to  carry  them  to  the  utmost  ex- 
tent consistent  with  the  interests  of  the 
service,  conscious  as  they  were  that  they 
should  deserve  the  censure  of  that  House 
if  they  carried  a  desire  for  reduction  so  far 
as  to  impair  the  efficiency  of  the  Navy,  or 
lessen  its  utility.  The  Admiralty  had 
also  thought  it  right  to  afford,  for  ttielirst 
time,  a  full  explanation  of  several  of  the 
staiementswhich  appeared  in  the  Estimate. 
He  was  inoUned  to  think  that  by  so  doing 
they  had  pursued,  not  only  a  fair,  but  a 
prudent  course.  He  had  always  held — 
and  it  was  an  opinion  expressed  last  year 
by  the  members  of  the  present  Board  of 
Admiralty — that  it  was  the  duty  of  every 
Government  to  afford,  especially  in  mat- 
ters of  finance,  the  fullest  information  that 
they  could  furnish  consistently  with 
due  regard  to  the  public  interests. 
They  had  acted  on  this  principle;  and 
in  the  explanatory  statements  of  this  year 
no  point  was  omitted  in  which  debate  was 
likely  to  arise. 

The  first  statement  contained  a  detailed 
account  oF  the  officers  and  men  em- 
ployed in  the  service  on  ihclst  of  Janu- 
ary in  the  present  year.  A  prospective 
statement  had  been  called  for,  but  that 
hon.  Gentlemen  must  be  aware  it  would 
be  impassible  to  give,  from  the  constant 
variation  of  the  force  employed.  They 
had  thought  it  advisable  to  give  a  state- 
ment of  the  actual  condition  of  the 
Navy  on  the  last  quarter-day,  and  that 
would  be  no  bad  criterion  for  the  ensuing 
year.  The  statement  specified  the  different 
services  in  which  the  several  ships  em- 
ployed were  engaged,  and  it  would  be 
seen  that  they  had  kept  as  near  to  the 
number  of  men  voted  as  possible.  In  fact 
the  number  on  the  Ist  of  January  only 
exceeded  the  number  voted  by  two.  The 
next  paper  was  explanatory  of  an  ar- 
rangement which  the  Government  pro- 
posed to  carry  into  effect  with  regara  to 
the  Oidinary  of  the  Navy ;  and  a>  be  d-d 
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not  knawihat  he  should  hiveBDybetler  op- 
portunity of  explaining  the  arrangement,  he 
would  avail  himielf  of  the  present,  and 
refer  to  it  at  once.  The  Committee  were 
probably  avare,  that  in  order  to  take  care 
of  that  portion  of  the  fleet  which  wai  laid 
Dp  in  Ordinary,  ai  it  was  termed,  a  certain 
number  of  oRicerB  and  men  were  em- 
ployed ;  the  officers  received  half-pay, 
and  allowancei,  amounting  very  nearly  to 
their  full  pay.  There  were  also  warraot 
officers,  and  a  certain  number  of  men. 
The  first  step  taken  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  was  to  order  a  sorvey  of  the 
variant  officers.  That  aurrey  was  made, 
and  upwards  of  200  of  them  were  found 
to  be  lame  and  infirm,  or  otherwise 
inefficient  and  incompetent  for  the  dis- 
charge of  such  duties  as  they  were  called 
upon  to  perform.  All  these  men  were 
removed,  upon  superannuated  allowances 
proportionate  to  their  services.  It  was 
proposed  that  one  of  theshipaan  Ordinary 
should  be  placed  in  commission,  and  t 
captain,  with  a  proper  complement  or 
officers,  appointed  to  her.  Those  officers 
would  look  after  the  ships  in  Ordinary, 
whila  the  captsins,  by  being  placed  upon 
full  pay,  would  be  enabled  to  attend 
upon  Courts- martial  and  to  discharge 
other  duties,  which  at  present,  in  con- 
iequence  of  the  small  number  of  ships 
in  commissitm,  could  not  be  discharged 
without  very  great  inconvenience.  Go- 
Ternment  would,  under  the  proposed 
arrangement,  gain  the  services  of  one 
captain  and  one  commander  in  each  port, 
while  they  got  rid  of  the  inefficient  warrant 
officers  and  retained  only  such  at  were 
competent  to  the  discharge  of  duly.  One 
very  great  advautage  that  would  result  from 
this,  would  be  the  facility  it  would  afford 
the  Admiralty  of  tending  ships  to  sea 
much  more  ipeedily  than  formerly.  The 
persons  to  be  retamcd  in  the  places  of 
superannnaled  warrant  ofBcert  would  be 
kble  men  fit  for  set  duty,  who  might  be 
sent  out  immediately  without  any  notice. 
The  way  in  which  this  was  intended  to 
work  was  this  : — In  the  course  of  the  last 
■ammer  three  lar^e  three-deckers  had  been 
put  ID  commission  as  guard^thips,  and 
tquipped  for  active  service  in  all  retpecta 
•xccpt  as  to  the  number  of  men,  which 
were  to  be  kept  below  the  full  comple- 
ment. By  the  proposed  plan  they  woald 
always  have  a  tufficieot  number  of  able  sea* 
men  at  command  to  make  up  the  full  com- 
plemcDt  of  thoH  ibipi,  wbkb  could,  if 
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necetsary,  put  to  sea  within  a  few  houn 
after  an  order  from  the  Admiralty  had 
reached  them  for  tJie  purpose.  The  tame 
course  might  ba  pursued  to  a  smaller 
extent  in  the  event  of  fitting  out  more 
vessels  ;  a  parly  of  marinea  and  a  numbor 
of  these  men  would  be  pui  on  board  of 
each  ship,  and  the  nucleus  of  a  crew 
formed  at  once,  and  thus  would  be  gained 
an  advantage  of  the  utmpat  importanca, 
as  it  would  obviate  the  difficulty  which 
had  alwaya  been  experienced  in  gettii)|^ 
men  when  ihere  was  a  pressing  emer- 
gency for  them — and  this,  too,  without 
putting  the  country  to  any  additional 
expense.  They  would  substitute  for  the 
superannuated  parties  288  qualified  men, 
and  this,  with  the  342  to  be  added,  would 
constitute  an  efficient  and  weLI-edDct(ed 
force  of  630  men,  always  at  their  disposal. 
A  saving  would  be  eflected  lothe  public  of 
1,062/.,  which  would  be  increased  as  the 
superannuated  warrant  officers  died  off. 
The  third  statement  tras  the  detail  of  tbe 
expense  of  the  Royal  Marioes.  As  to 
item  No.lO,  it  had  been  stalad  before,  that 
there  were  very  many  things  it  would  be 
impossible,  consistemty  with  the  publie 
service,  to  state  in  detail  in  the  Ettimatea. 
In  ibat  opinion  he  concurred,  and  these 
items  he  must  aak  for  upon  the  responai- 
bility  of  the  Government.  At  the  same 
time  that  the  Government  asked  for  that 
confidence,  they  felt  it  their  duty  to  in- 
clude in  such  vote  nothing  upon  which  it 
was  possible  to  give  information  contit- 
tently  with  the  public  service.  They  bad. 
therefore,  in  framing  (he  Estimates,  re- 
moved muchlhatwasinNo,  10  to  No.  II.; 
and  the  fnrmer(No.  10)  they  had  divided, 
including  in  the  first  item  the  sum  necM- 
tary  for  the  purchase  of  all  sorts  of  stores, 
namely,  377,458/.,  and  the  remaining 
services  formerly  included  in  one  groae 
sum  were  now  stated  separately,  T\m 
only  other  alteration  related  to  officers  on 
half-pay,  the  numbers  and  pay  of  each 
rank  being  now  stated  at  length.  He  tvaa 
not  aware  that  there  was  any  other  topic 
upon  which  it  wat  pouible  to  give  any 
information  to  tbe  House  which  bad  beea 
omitted  from  the  Estimates,  Having  atated 
thus  much  in  explanation  of  the  general 
plan  (any  further  information  he  should 
be  most  happy  to  give  when  each  separate 
vote  came  to  be  considered),  he  abeeld 
now  lay  before  die  House  the  gronnds 
upon  which  he  propoeed  to  ask  for  an 
increew  of  5,000  nun  gpoa  Um  nstsbti 
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in  the  Eitunttes  of  lait  yev.  The  right 
h on. . Baronet  opptwite  (ihn  Member  for 
Cumberland),  anil  cerlaialy  no  one  was 
better  qualified  to  form  aa  opinioo  upon 
the  subject  thi\D  he  was,  had  lait  jear, 
when  a  reduction  to  the  number  of  men 
was  proposed,  expressed  his  doubts  of  the 
poasibilil;  of  making  luch  a  leduction 
without  seriously  impairing  the  public  ser- 
vice, Bud  be  (Mr.  Wood)  must  say,  that 
the  experience  of  a  year  bad  proved  to  his 
■atisfaction  that  those  doubli  of  the  right 
hoD.  Baronet  were  well  founded.  He 
would  beg  the  House  to  look  to  the 
amount  of  our  force,  which  could  be 
•trictly  called  naval.  In  the  packet  ser- 
Tice  there  were  employed  1,347  men.  In 
addition  there  were  lis  gun  brigs  recently 
employed  in  the  packet  service  in  which 
there  were  about  250  men.  In  the  sur- 
veying vessels  there  were  employed  664 
men,  and  in  the  troop  ships  183.  This, 
not  including  the  crewa  of  the  gun  brigs, 
gave  a  sum  of  more  than  2,000  men, 
leaving  for  our  effective  naval  service 
less  than  14,000  men.  The  first  ground 
Upon  which  ha  asked  the  House  to  con- 
tent to  the  resolution  for  an  increase  of 
€,000  men  was,  that  there  was  no  British 
naval  station  in  the  world  from  which 
there  were  not  pressing  demands  for  an 
increased  force.  From  the  station  in  the 
Pacific,  where  the  English  trade  was  in- 
creasing very  much,  there  were  continued 
demands  for  an  increase  of  naval  force. 
The  demands  made  upon  the  Admiralty 
■D  this  respect  had  been  reiterated  through 


Ettimatet, 


1230 


the  Foreign  OfEce  by  the  Consuls  of  thi 
country,  at  his  noble  Friend  at  the  head 
of  that  department  well  knew.  Again, 
■imilai  calls  had  been  made  upon  the 
Admiralty  by  the  Consuls  at  Mexico  and 
Valparaiso,  by  the  merchants  resident 
there,  and  on  the  whole  western  coast  of 
Mexico,  claiming  this  aid  in  protection  of 
their  persons  and  their  property,  and 
declaring  such  increased  naval  force  to  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  this  purpose. 
Similar  applications  had  been  made  from 
the  coast  of  Peru,  which  was  in  a.  perfect 
state  of  revolution,  where  there  existed  no 
Government  able  either  to  enforce  its  own 
decrees,  or  to  protect  the  property  of 
British  merchants — tiroperty  which  could 
only  be  secured  by  ttie  presence  of  a  ship 
of  war,  which  assistance  the  British  mer- 
chants claimed.  From  the  northern  porta 
of  the  Braiili,  which  were  in  a  simitar 
GonditifHt  to  Peru,  limilar  demaDds  bad 


been  made,  and  th«  claimi  for  protection 
to  the  trade  in  that  part  of  ihe  world  had 
been  supported  by  tne  merchants  of  Liver- 
pool ana  other  influential  bodies.  That  such 
protection  was  necessary  was  shown  by 
the  fact,  that  a  British  merchant  ship  had 
been  lately  seized  and,  he  was  sorry  to 
add,  that  her  crew,  save  one  man,  had  been 
murdered.  Again,  Sir  George  Cockburn, 
on  the  West-India  station,  called  for  ad- 
ditional force  to  put  down  the  slave  trade, 
which,  he  regretted  to  say,  was  again  upon 
the  increase  in  that  part  of  the  world,  and 
was  now  carried  on  to  a  very  great  extent. 
From  our  North  American  station  there 
were  also  complaints  of  the  interference 
with  our  Newfoundland  fisheries,  both  by 
the  United  States  and  by  France ;  and  it 
appeared  that  an  increase  ofour  force  in 
the  fishery  season  would  be  the  only  means 
of  protecting  our  interests.  From  out 
Admiral  on  the  East-India  station  there 
were  also  representations  of  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  our  naval  force  to  check  the 
increase  of  piracy ;  and  the  presence  of 
an  additional  ship  was  urgently  requested 
on  the  coast  of  New  South  Wales.  His 
Mnjesty's  Government  had  been  also  ap- 
prised, that  on  the  eastern  and  western 
coasts  of  Africa,  and  to  the  soulh-west  of 
Madagascar  and  Mozambique,  there  bad 
been  a  very  considerable  increase  of  tha 
slave  trade,  carried  on  under  the  Spanish 
and  Portuguese  flags ;  and  the  anticipation 
of  the  treaty  with  Spain  speedily  taking 
efiect,  gave  a  stimulns  to  this  trade  at  the 
present  moment,  which  it  was  desirable 
should  be  checked.  Tlie  continuance  of 
our  fleet  in  the  Tagug  was  requested  by 
the  Portuguese  Government,  and  on  tha 
coast  of  Spain  the  presence  of  the  British 
squadron  had  been  of  the  most  essential 
service,  by  affording  moral  support  ta 
the  Government  of  the  Queen  and  tha 
cause  of  constitutional  freedom  in  fur- 
therance of  the  Quadruple  Treaty;  nor 
had  they  been  less  useful  at  Barcelona  and 
elsewhere  in  protecting  the  Carlist  prison* 
ers  from  that  retaliation  which  the  ex- 
cesses of  the  rebel  forces  had  provoked. 
This  was  not,  however,  the  principal  reason 
he.  should  urge  in  order  to  induce  tha 
House  to  content  to  this  addition  of  2,000 
men  to  our  naval  force.  It  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  send  a  squadron 
to  sea  to  cruise  during  the  summer,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  both  ofiGcers  and  men 
an  opportunitif  of  practising  the  evolutions 
ofa  Seet(  wluch,  from  tM  icatleied  dia. 
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position  of  our  vessels  for  the  protection 
of  otir  trade,  could  very  leldom  be  done. 
The  greatest  advantage  had  been  derived 
in  this  respect  from  the  cruise  which  took 

filace  under  the  orders  of  the  hon.  and  gal' 
Eint  Admiral,  the  Member  for  Devonport ; 
and  it  wasonly  fair  toour  naryto  give  them 
the  same  advantage  as  the  navies  of  other 
poivers  enjoyed.  The  French  and  the 
Russians  did  not  neglect  this  means  of 
forming  their  seamen.  From  the  best  in- 
formation he  could  obtain,  the  French 
would  have  twelve  sail  of  the  line  at  sea 
during  the  ensuing  snmmer.  In  1S34, 
the  Russians  had  five  sail  of  the  line 
cruisiag  in  the  Black  Sea,  and  eighteen 
lail  of  the  line  besides  frigates  in 
Baltic.  Last  summer  two  divisions  of 
nine  sail  of  the  line  each  appeared  toge- 
ther at  a  review  at  Cronatadt ;  and  af^er 
landing  troops  for  the  review  at  Kalisch, 
eleven  sail  of  the  line  and  seven  frigates, 
besides  smaller  vessels  carrying  crews, 
amounting  to  more  than  10,000  men, 
were  cruising  in  the  Baltic.  During  this 
same  period,  there  never  was  in  our  chan- 
nel ports  more  than  two  frigates  and  a 
sloop,  with  crews  amounting,  perhaps,  to 
1,000  men,  disposable  for  sea  service  at 
any  one  time,  and  this  onlv  for  a  day  or 
two.  At  the  same  time,  all  the  hne-of- 
battle  ships  this  nation  had  afloat,  in 
every  part  of  the  world,  did  not  exceed 
ten.  He  did  not  wish  to  urge  any  argu- 
ments on  this  or  to  appeal  to  the  feelings  of 
Gentlemen  as  to  the  recollection  of  former 
days  when  the  British  navy  was  the  un- 
rivalled mistress  of  the  seas  ;  he  stated  the 
naked  fact,  that  such  was  the  existing  state 
of  things,  and  then  confidently  appealed 
to  every  hon.  Member,  whether  or  not 
it  ODght  longer  to  continue  T  The  canse  of 
this  state  of  circumstances  was  not  the 
want  of  ships,  but  the  want  of  men  to 
animate  the  lifeless  bodies  lying  in  the 
harbours  of  the  country,  and  which ,  so  far 
as  the  ships  were  concerned,  could  be  sent 
to  sea  in  a  feiv  days,  equal  to  any  nf  the 
foreign  Sects  he  had  mentioned.  Those 
ships  could  not,  however,  be  manned 
without  applying  to  Parliament,  or  having 
recourse  to  those  forcible  measures  which 
it  nnght  to  be  the  great  object  of  every  man 
to  avoid.  It  was,  therefore,  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  being  Uh  in  soch  a  condi- 
tion— a  condition  not  consistent  with  the 
honour  and  interests  of  this  great  nation — 
that  his  Majeity'sQovemment  proposed  an 
}DCt«in  of  6,000  men.    He  wguld  not 


aay,  that  the  Government  would  not  be 
justified  in  demanding  more;  bot  the 
Government  would  content  themselves 
with  asking  for  such  a  number  as  would 
enable  them  at  any  time  to  send  a  squadron 
to  sea,  and  might,  as  he  had  explained, 
in  the  case  of  the  Ordinary,  form,  if  need 
arose,  a  sufficient  nucleus  fur  manning  s 
larger  fleet.  He  begged  that  his  propo- 
sition might  not  be  considered  as  indicating 
an;  hostile  intentions,  or  apprehension  of 
approaching  hostilities.  That  this  country 
could  not  be  the  aggressor  they  had  every 
security,  and  the  further  knowledge  that' 
his  Majesty's  present  Ministers  had  pre- 
served peace  when  it  had  been  pronounced 
impossible  to  do  so,  by  no  light  authority; 
and  that  no  aggression  was  likely  to  be 
made  by  any  foreign  Power.  In  addition  to 
the  friendly  disposition  which  he  believed 
to  exist,  they  would,  by  acceding  to  this 
vote,  gain  the  further  and  best  security  for 
peace,  that  they  would  not  be  unprepared 
or  defenceless  against  war.  For  these 
reasons,  and  so  fur  as  regarded  our  com- 
merce, because  he  thought  the  revenue 
arising  from  that  source  could  not  be  better 
expended  than  in  defraying  the  chaise  of 
that  protection  by  which  our  cominerce 
was  fostered  and  increased.  He  confi- 
dently anticipated  the  nnanimous  support 
of  the  Committeei  and  concluded  by 
moving  that  33,700  be  employed  for  the 
sea  service  for  thirteen  lunar  monlhs  from 
the  3 1  St  of  March,  including  9,000  marines 
and  2,000  boys, 

Mr,  Orove  Price  would  be  most  happy 
indeed  to  hear  from  the  hon.  Member  op- 
posite any  instance  in  which  the  officers 
of  his  Majesty's  navy  had  interfered,  as 
described  by  the  hon.  Member,  for  the 
'pose  of  preventing  a  retaliation  on 
Carlist  prisoners.  On  the  contrary,  how- 
,  he  had  heard  that  an  English  vessel 
lying  very  near  Barcelona  when  one  of 
the  most  infernal  mnsacres  had  taken  place 
that  ever  disgraced  a  civilised  country. 
He  hud  heard,  too,  that  when,  a  few  days 
after,  a  riot  had  occurred,  for  the  ostensi- 
ble purpose  of  restoring  what  was  called 
the  constitution  of  IBIS,  there  were  not 
wanting  British  officers  and  men  to  aid 
the  existing  authorities. 

Mr.  Charlet  Wood  said,  that  Captain 
Parker,  of  the  Rodney,  offered  to  land 
some  of  his  men  to  check  the  outrages  at 
Barcelona,  as  General  Mine  was  absent, 
but  was  unfortunately  assured  by  the 
Qovsmor  that  the  diiturbiace  would  pH9 


1933  Navy  {March  4} 

onr  without  any  serious  result.  Captaii 
Parker  was  afterwards  priDcipally  in 
■trumental  inputtiDg;  a  stop  to  these  pro- 
ceedinn  in  Barcelona.  Lord  In{^i 
too  took  the  Archbishop  of  Taragont 
board  bis  ship,  and  wai  also  initrumealal 
to  saving  many  tires,  which  but  Tor  hi 
ioterferencQ  would  have  been  forFeited. 

Mr.  Price,  was  most  happy  to  hear  thi 
statement. 

Sir  H,  Vtrney  was  underalood  to  Bay 
that,  no  doubt  if  there  were  an  occasion 
for  the  raunted  fleet  of  Russia,  which 
seemed  so  powerful,  to  engage  in  a  war, 
they  would  soon  be  brought  back  from  the 
Baltic  and  Black  Sea  to  harbour  again. 

Sir  Edward  Codrington  had  never 
known  a  naval  officer  sacrifice  his  duty 
for  party  feelings.  Oreally  as  Lord 
Ingestrie  bad  distinguished  himself,  and 
without  at  all  detracting  from  the  merits 
of  that  noble  and  gallant  Officer,  he  must 
say  that  Captain  Parker  had  exceeded 
bim,  for  be  had  offered  to  lend  his  men  to 
prevent  the  horrible  massacre.  The  offer 
nad,  however,  been  declined  by  the  Go- 
vernor. As  to  receiving  the  unfortunate 
people  on  board,  every  British  Officer 
would  do  the  same,  without  inquiring 
whether  they  were  Carlistaor  Christinos, 
Greeks  or  Turks,  as  had  been  shown  by 
the  conduct  of  Captain  Hamilton.  Wiih 
regard  to  the  proposed  increase  of  the 
naval  force,  he  was  glad  of  it,  and  should 
have  been  better  pleased  to  have  seen  that 
increase  doubled.  The  increase  was  ne- 
cessary, for  hon.  Members  seemed  to  for- 
get that  this  was  a  maritime  and  com- 
mercial country.  On  the  first  revolution 
in  the  Braiils  he  slated  at  the  Admiralty 
that  an  admiral  and  at  least  five  sail  of 
the  line  ought  to  be  sent  out  to  protect 
the  many  miilbns  of  British  property 
deposited  there.  He  pointed  this  out  as 
the  only  means  uf  saving  that  property. 
This  was  not  done,  the  property  was  de- 
stroyed, and  British  merchantships  seized 
for  want  of  protection.  To  keep  this 
country  from  insult,  aud  to  protect  her 
commerce,  a  naval  force  was  necessary, 
and  he  rejoiced  to  see  the  increase  now 
proposed. 

Mr.  Bofbttck  said,  he  should  be  glad  (o 
know  for  what  purpose  Captain  Parker  had 
been  stationed  near  Barcelona,  and  whether 
be  interfered  hj  the  order*  of  the  Admi- 
ral? 

Admiral  Adam  replied,  that  Captain 
Parker  had  been  sent  to  that  station  in 
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order  to  carry  into  effect  the  quadripartite 
treaty.  That  gallant  officer  had  ofTered 
(as  had  been  already  stated)  to  send  his 
men  to  prevent  the  insurrection ;  the  go- 
vernor, however,  said  that  it  was  unneces* 
sary,  for  that  all  would  go  off  quietly.  He 
proved  unfortunately  erroneous  in  bis  opi- 
nion, but  Captain  Parker  did  not  hear 
further  until  the  insurrection  had  com- 
menced— the  prison  was  broken  open,  and 
it  was  then  too  late  to  stop  it. 

Mr,  George  F.  Young  expressed  his  full 
concurrence  in  the  Motion  before  the  Com- 
mittee, The  hou.  Member  for  Halifax,  in 
enumerating  the  naval  strength  of  other 
countries,  had  omitted  to  mention  that  of 
France.  [Cries  of  "  No  I  No  r\  Ho 
be^;ed  pardon  if  he  was  in  error.  There 
was,  however,  one  point  to  which  he 
wished  to  call  attention — he  alluded  to  the 
encroachments  which  had  been  made  by 
France  on  British  interests  in  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  which  would  have  been  repel- 
led, force  by  force,  by  the  British  naval 
commander,  if  he  had  had  the  means  of 
doing  so,  AtPorto Negro  an  outrage  had 
been  committed  on  British  rights  and  in- 
terests, by  the  establishment  of  a  blockade 
by  the  French,  under  which  the  British 
merchants  had  been  interdicted  from  carry- 
ing on  a  very  important  trade  from  want  of 
sufficient  power  to  enforce  their  rights, 
nd  protect  their  interests.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  take  care  that  the  par- 
ties who  had  been  the  sufferers  on  that 
occasion  should  receive  a  just  and  proper 
indemnity  for  the  loss  they  had  thus  sus- 

Viscount  P aimer iton  assured  the  hon. 
Member  that  on  the  occasion  to  which  he 
referred  there  was  no  necessity  for  a  re- 
currence to  force,  as  recommended  by  the 
hon.  Member.  It  was  only  just  to  the 
French  Government  to  say,  that  a  comma- 
nication  of  an  amicable  nature  took  place 
between  the  two  Powers,  which  led  to  a 
satisfactory  termination  of  the  matter, 

r.  Robinson  was  sure  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  Secretary  for  the  Admi- 
ralty, as  well  as  the  proposal  made  by  the 
Government,  would  be  satisfactory  to  the 
country,  and,  above  all,  when  it  became 
known  that  the  proposed  increase  did  not 
resnlt  from  any  fear  of  hostile  attacks.  Ha 
thought  also  that  the  thanks  of  the  country- 
were  due  to  the  Government  for  the  alter- 
ations they  bad  made  in  the  Estimates. 

Mr.  Hume  felt  bound  to  say,  that  iht 
Eatimatei,   which  be  held  in  bi>  band, 


«ere  tha  bett  Mnng«d  that  he  had  erer 
uen,  and  the  most  complete.  He  was 
•orrj,  bowever,  that  aeveral  lioecure  siiu- 
ations  connected  with  this  brooch  of  the 
service  bad  oot  been  abolished,  and  espe- 
cially those  or  the  generals  and  officers  of 
iDRTines.  He  contended,  also,  that  the 
maiina  force  was  too  numerous.  In  his 
opinion  thestatemenlof  the  hon.  Secretary, 
as  [0  the  propriety  of  increasing;  the  Davsl 
force,  did  not  differ  from  the  argumeota 
which  hsvBs  accustomed  to  hear  from  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  It  was  stated,  that 
an  increase  was  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  our  commerce,  and  especially  on  the 
coast  of  South  America ;  but  the  United 
States  navy,  with  not  one-tenth  part  of  the 
force  which  the  English  had  there,  was 
found  efiicient  for  the  protection  of  Ameri. 
can  commerce.  He  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  the  American  commerce  was 
much  better  protected  than  that  of  Eng- 
land. The  Admiralty  had  often  suffered 
the  complaints  of  English  merchants  to  be 
unredressed  for  ten  years,  but  this  had 
never  been  the  case  with  respect  to  Ame- 
rican merchants.  The  commerce  of  the 
country  was  equally  well  defended  in  1817, 
when  there  were  only  19,000  sailors  and 
marines,  as  it  was  now  when  there  were 
22,000.  In  1823,  there  were  only  23,000 
men,  at  which  time  a  war  was  raging  in  the 
west  of  Europe.  In  1828,  there  were 
30,000,  and  then  it  was  thought  In  many 
Members  of  his  Majesty's  present  Govern- 
ment, u  well  as  by  Gentlemen  opposite, 
that  it  was  much  too  large  a  force.  As  for 
what  his  gallant  Friend  (Sir  E.  Codtington) 
had  said,  he  would  only  observe,  that  he 
bad  never  known  a  general  in  the  army 
who  did  not  applaud  an  increase  in  the  land 
forces,  or  a  eallanl  admiral  who  did  not 
applaud  the  Goi 


It  for  increasing  the 
naral  force.  They  bad  been  (old  that 
navi^tion  was  endangered  from  a  want  of 
British  force ;  and  atlbough  the  crew  of  a 
ship  belonging  to  his  native  town,  Mon- 
trose, had  been  massacred,  he  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that  they  might  increase 
tixe  naval  force  to  any  extent,  and  still  an 
occasional  event  of  the  kind  would  occur. 
He  woold  ask,  why  should  we,  after 
twenty  years'  peace,  have  larger  establish* 
Dents  now,  than  we  had  had  at  any  time 
■ioce  the  peace?  They  had  been  told  that 
there  was  oothing  to  fear  from  Russia,  he 
therefore  protested  against  bd  increase  of 
the  naval  force.  The  truth  was,  that  hon. 
QeatleiDeB  bad  ttlked  lo  ranch  tboat  Rvi< 
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si«,  tbftt  they  were  afraid  of  a  iDOnMeTtlwT 
had  crested.  He  was  anxious  to  see  tba 
naval  establishment  of  this  country  para- 
mount, and  be  had  never  been  anxiova 
unnecessarily  to  lessen  it,  but  he  did  not 
see  any  necessity  for  doing  so  in  the  present 
case. 

Sir  Jamet  Graham  observed,  that  if  be 
had  not  taken  part  on  former  occasions  in 
the  discussion  of  these  Estimstea,  b« 
should  not  have  troubkd  the  House  on 
that  occasion.  Before  ha  made  any  oibac 
observations,  he  felt  bound  to  congratulala 
the  hon,  Secretary  for  the  Admiralty  on 
what  was  extremely  rare,  namely,  praise 
bestowed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Middle- 
sex, With  reference  to  the  slteratiana  in 
the  arrangement  of  the  Estimates,  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  stating  that  the  bon. 
Secretary,  or  rather  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty, were  entitled  to  credit,  as  they  wart 
substantial  improvements.  He  waa  glad 
to  hear  the  hon.  Member  for  Middlesex 
say  that  the  present  Estimates  were  clear 
and  precise ;  they  certainly  were  so,  and 
nearly  all  that  he  had  some  years  ago 
thought  necessary,  with  respect  to  them, 
had  been  attained :  he  bad  commenced 
the  present  system  of  arrangement  in  thia 
branch  of  the  aervice,  and  it  had  bean 
fully  carried  into  effect  by  the  present 
Board  of  Admiralty.  He  understood  last 
year  that  a  great  dimiuution  had  beeo 
made  in  the  number  of  the  crews  of  ships 
of  war  actively  employed ;  be  had  staled 
then  that  be  thought  this  reduction  of 
the  effective  force  very  injudicious,  and  bo 
VKB  still  more  satisGed  now  of  the  pro- 
priety of  his  observations.  The  subject 
nad  repeatedly  been  under  discussion  k( 
the  Board  of  Admiralty,  when  he  was  a 
member  of  it,  and  the  beat  judgment  tba 
Admiralty  could  then  come  to  was,  that 
such  a  diminution  of  the  crews  even  ia 
times  of  peace  was  highly  inexpedient.— 
Within  the  last  few  years  the  strength  of 
vessels  had  been  greatly  increased  i  and  it 
was  only  expedient,  when  they  increasad 
the  effective  force  and  size  of  their  shipa, 
ibat  Ibey  should  increase  the  number  of 
able  seamen  on  board.  He  well  raooUected 
that  a  gallant  Admiral  opposite  had  told 
him  that  it  waa  more  safe  to  go  into  actioB 
rith  six  ships  of  the  lioe  uMj  manned. 


than  with  ten  sail  under-manned, 
ther  important  point  to  whidi  be  wished 
toadvertwes,  iheimportaoceof  increasing 
the  number  of  boys  on  board  our  skip*  m 
WW.    He  wu  giM  tbtt  i*  *"■'■  " * 
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no  diminution  wai  propoKtl  in  their  nuof 
bera;  and  he  ihould  h&ve  been  glad  if 
there  had  been  an  augmentation  ;  but,  at 
tlie  same  time,  he  wished  it  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  he  ui^ed  the  employment  of 
boyg,  as  tiipeinumeraries,  oot  as  part  of 
complement  lupenedingtheBerviceof  able 
geamen.  If,  &t  the  espifalion  of  three 
yean'  gervice,  these  boys  had  not  termed 
sufficiently  to  become  able  seamen,  he 
tbonght  they  should  not  be  tamed  adrift, 
but  that  they  should  be  received  on  board 
the  gaard-shtps,  or  sent  on  board  the 
■mailer  Teisels  to  complete  their  period 
of  service.  He  was  of  opinion,  also,  that 
tho«e  boys  who  thus  entered  the  service, 

Erovided  they  behaved  well,  should  never 
e  lost  sight  of  until  they  became  rated 
•eamen.  He  thoug;ht  this  system  was 
most  proper  to  a  maritime  state,  as  a 
system  of  volunteers  was  encouraged,  by 
which  ultimately  the  necessity  of  recourse 
to  impressment  might  be  dimmished.  On 
this  point  he  could  not  help  adverting  to 
two  or  three  appropriate  obsfrvatlons  con- 
tained in  the  last  address  of  the  American 
President  to  the  Legislature  of  the. United 
States,  The  President  says — "  As  a  means 
of  strengthening  this  national  arm,  I  also 
recommend  to  your  particular  attention  the 
propriety  of  the  guggestinn  which  attracted 
the  consideration  of  Congress  at  the  last 
Session,  respecting  the  enlistment  of  boys 
at  a  suitable  age  in  the  service.  In  this 
manner  a  nursery  of  skilful  and  able- 
bodied  seamen  can  be  established,  which 
will  be  of  the  greatest  importance.  Next 
.to  the  capacity  to  put  afloat  and  arm  the 
requisite  number  of  ships,  is  the  possession 
of  the  means  to  man  them  efficiently  ;  and 
nothing  seems  better  calculated  to  aid  this 
object  than  the  measure  proposed.  As  an 
Ruiiliary  to  the  advantages  derived  from 
our  extensive  commercial  marine,  it  would 
fumish  us  with  a  resoorce  ample  enough 
for  ail  the  exigencies  which  can  be  antici- 
pated. ConBidering  the  stale  of  our  re- 
sources, it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  what- 
ever provision  the  liberality  and  wisdom  of 
Congress  may  now  adopt  with  a  view  to 
the  perfect  organixation  of  this  branch  of 
OUT  service,  will  meet  the  approbation  of 
all  classesof  our  citizens."  Henextcsme 
to  the  most  important  topic  to  which  be 
intended  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee. He  believed  it  would  be  in  the 
recollection  of  the  House  that  he  had  never 
been  the  advocate  for  a  reduction  of  the 
paval  f^roe.    Ths  bon.  M«qibei  for  Mid- 


dlessx  had  intimated  that  the  frian^ 
with  whom  he  was  formerly  connected 
in  ofBce  had  pressed  for  a  reduction  of 
the  naval  force.  He  denied  that  this  was 
the  case;  on  the  contrary,  that  they  had 
repeatedly  urged  an  increase  of  this  branch 
of  tbe  service  \  and  he  believed  that  it  was 
in  1823  that  the  present  Lord  Brougham 
moved  for  an  increase  of  the  naval  force. 
It  was  asked,  of  whom,  then,  are  you 
afraid  1  He  would  say,  although  "  we 
are  not  afraid  of  any  one,  let  us  be  pre- 
pared (o  meet  every  one."  It  was  neces- 
sary in  these  questions  that  conGdence 
should  be  limited  ;  but  still  to  a  consider- 
able extent  it  must  be  placed  in  the  Go- 
vernment, It  was  impoisible  at  all  times 
for  the  Qavernment  to  explain  fully  the 
reasons  for  what  they  proposed,  or  what 
the  ends  were  which  they  contemplated  i 
but  be  thought  when  they  did  enter  into 
explanations  that  they  should  be  substan. 
tial  and  real,  not  illusory  and  deceptive. 
He  did  not  think  that  an  increase  of  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  or  the  demands 
of  our  merchants  for  protection,  would 
be  in  themselves  sufficient  to  justify  tbe 
demand  of  an  additional  naval  force  ;  for 
if  these  were  to  be  taken  as  substantial 
reasons,  if  the  request  of  British  merchants 
in  every  foreign  port  for  the  presence  of 
ships  of  war  be  once  admitted,  instead  of 
5,U00  additional  seamen  being  sufficient, 
neither  20,000  nor  30,000  would  b« 
enough.  The  commerce  of  this  country 
extended  to  every  part  of  tbe  world,  and 
the  British  navy  had  always  afforded  it  am- 
pie  protection,  even  within  the  last  four 
years,  tbe  period  of  large  reductions.  He 
had  always  said,  that  it  was  inexpedient 
to  have  a  small  naval  peace  establishment, 
because  it  was  hsrdly  possible  to  increase 
it  rapidly  in  case  of  war.  He  was  also  of 
opinion  that  if  this  country  was  sincere  in 
its  desire  to  avoid  impressment,  this  object 
could  be  most  safely  attained  by  keeping 
up  a  large  naval  force  in  time  of  peace. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Middlesex  said, 
that  it  would  be  better  to  fit  out  a  number 
of  small  vessels  than  to  equip  a  force  of 
line-of-battle  ships.  But  he  was  satisfied 
that  the  best  way  to  render  a  naval  force 
effective,  and  to  educate  a  body  of  efficient 
naval  officers,  was  to  have  a  squadron  of 
large  ships  fully  equipped  and  accustomed 
to  manmuvre  in  line:  therefore  he  had 
always  agreed  in  the  expediency  of  occa> 
sionally  having  large  experimental  naval 
•quadrons.     He  tboold  j^t*  hia  cordi^ 
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Tote  in  hvonr  of  (he  boa.  Gentleman'* 
proporition,  aod  he  trnated  that  it  would 
meet  vith  the  general  tanetion  of  the 
Honte,  for  unBDimity  on  tl>e  pesent  occa- 
iion  woold  add  greatly  to  the  moral  effect 
of  the  vote. 

Mr.  Ckarks  Wood  wai  glad  to  have  the 
lupport  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  to  whom 
it  wat  only  jaitice  to  say,  that  the  improve- 
inentt  about  to  be  effected,  and  now  it 
progreia,  were  but  the  carrying  out  of  the 
tight  hon.  Baronet's  own  views  and  sag- 
gcstioni.     With  retpect  to  what  had  been 
aaid  as  to  the  increase  of  men,  he  begged 
to  remind  the  ban.  Member  for  Middlesex 
that  the  men  employed  during  peace  were 
very  difierent  from  ihose  employed  di 
war,  and  that  the  same  observation  applied 
to  the  boys.     The  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
observed  that  the  reasoni  assigned  by  the 
Government  (if  any  reasons  were  assi: 
at  alt)  should  be  real  and  substantial 
sons,  not  imaginary  ones.     He  begged  to 
remind  the  right  hon.  Baronet  that  he  had 
staled   various   reaions    besides    the  one 
which  he  had  atlributeJ  to  him 
reason.     He  also  had  assigned 
the  necessity  for  maintaining  a  peace  force 
sufficient  for  war,  in  case  of  an  emergen< 
and  the  difference  between  the  men  e 
ployed  in  peace   and  those  employed 
war. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  there  was  only 
one  point  which  called  for  observation, 
namely,  the  proposed  increase  in  the  naval 
force.  No  doubt  that  increase  was  very 
consklerable,  being  not  less  than  6,000 
men.  The  number  proposed  in  the  Eg' 
(imate  of  last  year  was  126,500  men  anc 
3,000  boys,  and  the  addition  to  these  of 
5,000  men  was  certainly  a  very  material 
one.  But  he  had  always  contended,  ir 
opposition  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid- 
dlesex, that  the  Estimate  of  any  one  year 
could  not  in  any  case  be  made  a  rule  for 
any,  even  for  the  very  next  year.  Cir- 
cumstances might,  at  any  point  of  lime, 
suddenly  arise,  demanding  an  increase  of 
force,  between  the  Estimate  of  one  year 
and  that  of  the  following  year,  sach  grounds 
for  the  apprehension  of  greater  danger, 
or  some  other  such  consideration  might 
intervene,  aa  rendered  it  perfectly  jus- 
tiBable  and  proper  to  call  for  an  increased 
demonstration  of  naval  force  on  the  part 
of  this  country.  He  could  not  see  that  on 
the  present  occasion  there  would  be  the 
•tightest  inconsistency  chargeable  npon 
tfaoae  bon.  Memtw*  who,  haviof  lut  year 
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votedforthe  rednced  Naval  Estimates,  now 
thonght  it  their  doty  to  awent  to  the  pro- 
posed increase  of  our  naval  force.  It  did 
not  follow  that,  because  there  was  this  year 
said  to  be  a  necessity  for  increased  Esti- 
mates, that  lastyearihe  reduced  estimatea 
were  not  adequate  to  the  actual  wants  of 
the  conntry.orthecontiiigenciesthen  con- 
templated, or  vice  versa.  He  was  borne 
oat  in  the  conclusion  by  this,  that  when 
the  last  year's  Estimates  were  presented  to 
the  Rouse,  with  the  single  exception  oF 
his  Right  hon.  Friend  on  his  left,  no  ob- 
jection was  made  to  the  proposed  re- 
dnetion.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had  said 
very  justly,  that  in  the  reduction  in  these 
departments  he  was  only  following  out  the 
example  of  a  former  Government  and  set 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  He  had  not 
objected  to  the  reduction  then  proposed 
in  the  naval  force,  nor  sbonld  be  to  the 
now  proposed  increase.  He  remembered 
that  on  the  first  day  of  the  Session  it  was 
distinctly  staled,  that  the  increase  to  be 
proposed  in  this  department  was  not  ia 
any  way  meant  to  convey  a  censure  npon 
what  was  last  year  done,  in  reducing  the 
naval  force.  When  the  parties  respon- 
sible to  the  country  for  the  due  manage- 
ment of  its  affairs  declared  to  the  House, 
and  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  ad- 
vised his  Majesty  to  pronounce  hisopinioD, 
that  an  increased  naval  force  was  neces* 
sary  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  Bri> 
tish  commerce  and  of  maintaining  British 
interests,  their  recommendations,  even 
though  the  precise  object  were  not  ex- 
plained, were  entitled  to  the  attentive  con- 
sideration of  the  House.  There  was  do 
doubt  but  his  Majesty's  Ministers  had 
access  to  information  on  this  as  on  ether 
subjects,  which  other  Members  of  the 
House  had  not  the  advantage  of;  and 
it  was  very  probable  that  they  bad  access 
to  information  which  it  might  be  prudent 
for  them  not  to  make  public.  He  thought 
there  was  one  sentence  in  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  wbich 
was  not  in  harmony  with  the  rest  of  bit 
observations.  The  hon.  Gentleman  told 
the  House  that  there  was  no  apprehensioo 
of  danger  from  any  foreign  power,  and 
that  the  increase  in  our  naval  forco  was 
not  proposed  for  the  purpose  of  warding 
off  any  contemplated  hostile  attack,  yet 
it  was  said  that  a  numerous  vote  of  ibe 
House  was  desirable,  in  order  to  give  a 
moral  force  to  that  increase.  He  (Sir 
Robert  PeelJ  did  not  exsctljr  sea  ia  what  . 
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^ray  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  House 
could  give  a  luoral  force  to  en  increased 
navy,  if  there  were  no  apprehension  of 
danger  from  foreign  foes.  An  increased 
naval  force  might  be  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  our  commerce;  but  he  did 
not  undemaDd  how  the  unanimity  of  the 
House  in  voting  it,  could  give  a  moral 
force,  if  no  hostility  from  foreign  powers 
were  feared.  If  such,  however,  were  the 
/eeting,  he  should  be  sorry  to  disturb  ihe 
unanimity  of  such  a  vote.  The  hon. 
Member  stated  that  the  desired  addition 
to  our  naval  power  was  necessary,  on 
account  of  the  increase,  which  all  must 
regret  to  hear  of,  in  the  scandalous  traflic 
in  slaves,  on  account  of  the  continued 
contest  in  Spain  rendering  it  more  than 
ever  essential  to  protect  our  commerce  on 
the  coasts  of  that  pan  of  Europe,  and 
other  reasons.  Assuming,  ashe  was  bound 
to  do,  that  all  the  facts  brought  forward 
had  been  correctly  stated,  and  were  well 
founded,  he  (Sir  Robert  Peel)  felt  called 
upon  to  express  his  decided  opinion,  that 
such  a  cotnbinatioa  of  facts  afibrded  an 
excellent  reason  why  the  House  should 
take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of 
acceding  to  an  increased  naval  force.  In 
consequence  of  the  relations  existing  be- 
tween Prance  and  America,  these  Powers 
had  thought  it  necessary  to  increase  their 
naval  force.  This  being  the  case,  although 
there  might  be  oo  reason  for  apprehend- 
ing immediate  danger  on  the  part  of  this 
country,  yet  it  was  most  important  that 
we  should  not  neglect  to  keep  our  own 
navy  in  a  state  of  efficiency.  If  other 
countries — even  though  friendly  ones — 
powerful  in  ibeir  navies,  were  found  to  be 
increasing  their  maritime  force,  it  was  but 
a  provident  circumspection  in  a  great  na- 
val power  like  England,  to  keep  some 
pace  with  them,  and  not  to  allow  ourselves 
to  be  taken  by  surprise,  or  be  compelled, 
should  the  occasion  come,  to  resort  to 
sudden  and  possibly  inefficient  attempts 
at  regaining  our  proper  position.  He 
would  conclude  his  observations  by  re- 
peating, that  he  should  most  certainly 
not  make  one  in  disturbing  the  unanimity 
with  which,  he  trusted,  this  resolution 
would  be  sanctioned. 

Lord  John  Ruisell  observed,  it  was 
unnecessary  for  him  to  say  much  more 
than  to  express  his  gratification  at  the 
confidencf  so  generally  displayed  by  the 
Hoose  in  the  statement  made  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's MinbteFB,  that  aB  increase  of  the 


naval  force  cf  this  country  was  qeCMsar;. 
He  was  gratified  in  not  having  to  support 
his  hon.  Friend  against  any  opposition  to 
his  Resolution,  but  merely  to  advert  to 
one  point  which  had  been  misapprehended 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite.  His 
hon.  Friend  bad  not  merely  stated  the 
protection  of  our  commerce  as  a  sufEcient 
reason  for  the  proposed  increase,  but  had 
explained,  that  while  various  circumstances 
had  arisen  in  different  parts  of  the  world 
demanding  new  protection  for  our  com- 
merce, which  protection  must  be  afibrded, 
at  the  same  time,  equally  necessary  to 
support  a  sufEcient  fleet  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  our  own  shores,  which  could  not 
bedoue  while,  in  various  parts  of  the  world, 
our  commerce  claimed  and  obtained  bd 
increased  protection.  He  was  ready  to 
admit,  that  when  the  Estimates  were  laid 
before  the  House  last  year,  there  seemed 
no  necessity  for  a  higher  estimate  than 
what  was  then  proposed,  but  he  was  satis- 
fied that  if  an  increase  had  been  then 
shown  to  be  called  for,  it  would  have  been 
assented  to.  It  was  an  absurd  argument, 
in  bis  opinion,  that  because  other  nations 
kept  up  a  large  military  force,  we  should 
do  BO  likewise;  but,  as  a  maritime  coun- 
try, we  cannot  be  indifferent  to  the  mari- 
time force  of  other  powers.  On  the  part  of 
Prance,  a  considerable  increase  of  naval 
force  had  taken  place,  and  his  hon.  Friend 
had,ctearty  shown  how  great  was  the  exist- 
ing maritime  preparation  of  Russia.  He 
did  not  for  a  moment  mean  to  ssy,  that 
the  great  naval  power  of  Russia  was 
raised,  or  exhibited,  as  it  periodically  was, 
with  any  other  than  pacific  intentions; 
but  it  would  not  be  satisfactory  to  the 
British  nation  to  see  so  large  a  naval  force 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  its 
shores,  while  we  were  without  any  force 
at  all  proportionate  to  it.  With  respect 
to  foreign  Powers,  though  we  were,  hap- 
pily, at  present,  upon  entirely  peaceAil 
terms  with  every  nation,  yet  it  must  bo 
always  recollected  that  our  foreign  relations 
did  not  dep>end  solely  upon  the  will  and 
inclinations  or  negotiations  of  our  own 
Ministers,  but  upon  various  circumstances, 
and  frequently  upon  mere  accident.  It 
should  be  recollected  also,  that  in  cases 
where  we  were  negotiating  for  peace,  the 
rhauces  of  success  were  greatly  enhanced 
by  our  keeping  ourselves  in  a  position 
to  command  respect,  and  repel  outri^ 
— in  a  position  to  defend  ourselvei 
from  insult,  and  our  commerce  from  losb 


n,  Google 


1143 

It  wu  mmlial  thtt  we  ihoiild  ctcii  ga*ti 
oondvea  from  the  pomiUlity  or  a  lOfpHie 
from  whaterer  qoarter.  Thne  were  the 
ConfideTations  whicli  induced  the  Govern- 
tDCTit  to  propoie  an  increased  naval  force; 
and  be  iraited  that  the  Houk  would,  b; 


,  but  give  a  moral  effect  to  that 
He  thought  that  the  assent  of 
Ibe  whole  Houk  to  the  additional  force, 
would  produce  a  moral  effect  moat  bene- 
flcial  in  iiielf,  and  highly  satisfactory  lo 
the  coontry.  The  proposed  increase,  he 
would  add,  was  not  to  be  made  in  the 
contemplation  of  hostility  on  the  part  of, 
or  sgflinst,  any  foreign  Power,  nor  was  it 
■o  andentood  anywhere.  The  sole  object 
was,  that  the  country  should  continae  to 
maintain  Its  high  position  among  the 
European  nations. 

Mr.  Labouchere  said,  that  this  estimate 
was  not  intended  to  be  the  permanent 
peace  establishment ;  he  did  not  consider 
that  it  would  be  for  the  honour  or  interest 
of  this  country,  unless  we  kept  up  a  naval 
force  consistent  with  its  high  rank  in  the 
tcale  of  nations. 

Sir  George  Clerk  thought,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's Qovemtnent,  when  they  advised  an 
Jncreaseof  force  on  their  own  responsibi- 
lity, were  the  only  judges  of  the  extent  of 
that  increase.  He  rose  up  to  congratulate 
the  Secretary  for  the  Admiralty  in  having 
been  able  to  satisfy  even  the  hon.  Member 
fbr  Middlesex  of  the  propriety  of  the  present 
Estimates.  [Mr.  Hume. — He  has  not  done 
so.] — If  he  had  had  to  bring  forward  the 

E resent  Estimates  he  thought  he  should 
ave  been  better  able  to  throw  a  sop  to 
Cerberus.  If  anylhing  should  occur  to 
bring  ns  into  collision  with  any  foreign 
Power  while  our  navy  was  in  R  weak  slate, 
we  should  run  a  great  risk  of  tarnishing  the 
national  honour. 

S\t  Edward  Codrington\\AAhiiMe]t  seen, 
when  he  was  at  St.  Petersburgh,  twenty- 
four  or  twenty-fiTe  sail  of  [he  line  there; 
be  therefore  considered  it  necessary  that 
should  make  a  corresponding  increase 
our  naval  force  in  this  country.  He  also 
thought  that  what  was  goingon  m  the  Black 
8ea  requited,  and  ought  lo  meet,  our  im- 
mediate attention.  It  put  our  ancient  ally, 
Turkey,  in  great  danger,  and  we  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  ready  to  afford  her  imme- 
tliate  protection.  He  contended  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  (he  Admiralty  to  take  care  that 
the  ships  we  had  at  sea  were  sufBciently 
BMBsea,  Dot  with  mere  boys,  but  with 
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able  seamen;  for,  as  an  officer  of  some 
experience,  he  woold  say,  that  be  would 
rathPT  go  into  action  with  six  ships  suffi- 
ciently manned,  than  with  ten  ships  insuf- 
ficienUy  manned.  Though  fourteen  men 
were  attached  to  every  S'l-pounder  in  the 
action  of  the  IstofJune,  he  had  only  had 
nine  men  and  a  half  to  every  32-pouDder 
in  the  action  of  Navarino,  He  maintained 
that  the  ships  in  commission  at  our  different 
ports  should  be  very  differently  manned 
from  what  they  were  at  present.  A  French 
frigate  might  now  go  to  Spithead  and  com- 
mit any  insult  or  injury  she  pleased,  for  he 
much  doubted  whether  at  this  moment 
there  was  any  ship  in  commission  able  ta 
fi|ht  with  such  a  vessel.  He  complained 
of  the  great  want  of  enconrt^ment  afford- 
ed at  present  to  the  officers  of  the  navy. 
The  full  pay  of  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy 
was  7s.  a-day  ;  his  half-pay  was  Si.  a-dayl 
What  inducement  was  there  for  such  an 
officer  to  volunteer  his  services  afloat,  and 
leave  his  family  ashnre,  when  by  so  doing 
he  only  increased  his  income  by  the  paltry 
pittance  of  Zt.  a-day? 

Mr,  Orole  could  not  concur  in  what 
appeared  to  be  the  general  feeling  of  the 
Committee  with  respect  to  this  grant.  He 
contended  that  nothing  like  a  necessity  for 
so  large  an  increase  as  5,000  men  to  oor 
naval  force  had  been  made  out  by  any  of 
the  hon.  Members  who  preceded  him.  So 
far  were  large  establishments  from  pre- 
venting war,  that  he  verily  believed  that 
the  uniform  course  of  hisiory  proved  that 
they  always  led  to  irritation  and  hostilities. 
The  only  thing  in  this  debate  which  had 
sounded  satisfactorily  to  his  feelings  was, 
the  declaration  of  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  that  it  was  not  intended 
that  this  Estimate  sbould  be  a  permanerft 


Mr.  Eobinsm  defended  the  opinions 
which  he  had  formerly  expressed,  and  said 
that  complaints  had  been  made  by  several 
of  our  merchants  trading  with  South  Ame- 
rica that  in  the  ports  of^Lh at  continent  our 
naval  force  was  in  general  inferior  to  that 
of  the  United  States. 

Captain  PeckeU  defended  the  marine 
force  of  the  country  from  the  attacks  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Middlesex  had  made 
upon  il,  and  contended  that  the  present 
force  of  marines  was  necessary,  as  it  would 
be  inexpedient  to  have  (he  whole  force  :.t 
once  at  sea.  He  supported  the  present 
increase  of  our  naval  force  upon  different 
|rouDdi  froin  tliose  which  had  been  le- 
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lected  bv  moat  of  the  bon.  Members  who 
preceded  hfm.  The  right  hon.  Baronet, 
nhen  in  office,  had  rerused  to  give  pro- 
tection to  our  flaherles  on  the  coast  of 
Kent  and  Sussex,  on  the  ground  that  he 
hadootB  sufficient  naval  force  for  that 
purpose.  [Sir  R.  Peel:  the  gallant  Officer 
19  mistaken.]  Well,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  refused  the  protection, 
and  he  supposed  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  not  have  done  so  had  he  been  in 
possession  of  a  naval  force  sufficient  for 
that  purpose.  The  present  Admiaiitratioa 
had  a  sufficient  naval  force,  and  they  had 
given  the  British  fisheries  the  protection 
which  thev  required. 

Lord  budtey  Stuart  expressed  his 
readiness  to  vote  this  increase  of  5,000 
men.  He  was  sorry  that  Ministers  had 
veiled  the  reasons  for  which  thev  demanded 
it.  The  real  reason  undoubtedly  was, 
their  fear  of  the  designs  of  Russia.  Instead 
of  degrading  the  country  by  crouching 
at  ihe  feet  of  Russia,  Ministers  ought  to 
bave  spoken  out  boldly  in  a  language  be- 
fllting  the  might  of  this  nation,  if  they 
wished  to  do  credit  to  themselves  and 
benefit  to  their  countrv.  If  they  had 
■poken  out  as  they  ought  to  have  done, 
and  had  avowed  the  real  purposes  for 
which  they  wanted  this  increase  of  force, 
he  thought  that  they  would  have  had  the 
willing  support  even  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Middlesex,  Great  economist  as  that 
boo.  Member  was,  he  had  never  known 
that  hon.  Member  object  to  the  increase 
of  any  grant  when  good  grounds  were 
shown  for  it.  Whilst  on  the  subject  of 
Russia,  he  should  like  to  know  whether  it 
was  true  that  Russia  had  established  a 
blockade  on  the  coast  of  Circassia  without 
the  courtesy  of  communicating  it  lo  other 
nations.  He  was  sorry  that  his  noble 
friend  the  Secretary  for  Fore^  Affai 


Estimates4 


1348 


n  Ihe  House.  [Lord  Palmerston 
took  kis  seat  on  the  Miniaterial  Bench.] 
He  was  glad  to  find  that  his  noble  Friend 
was  BO  near.  He  was  speaking  on  a  sub- 
ject that  must  be  interesting  to  the  noble 
Lord.  He  was  spealAng  on  the  subject  of 
Circassian  blockade.  A  blockade  had 
been  established  on  the  coast  of  Circassia 
without  notice,  and  Russia  had,  as  he  was 
informed,  seized  a  British  ship,  sailing 
Doder  British  colours.  If  this  were  the 
fact,  what  was  it  but  an  act  of  piracy  * 
He  was  glad  that  a  debate  had  taken 
place  on  tnis  subject,  for  it  would  go  forth 
to  the  world  that  this  'OQyemmeDt  was, 


beginning  to  feel  what  it  ought  to  havQ 
felt  long  ago — a  jealousy  of  the  design! 
of  Russia.  The  diplomatists  of  other 
countries  were  laughing  at  us,  for  th« 
easy  temper  wiih  which  we  had  submitted 
to  be  first  duped,  and  afterwards  insulted 
by  Russia.  Tliough  the  subject  before 
the  Committee  was  a  vote  on  the  Navy 
Estimates,  he  hoped  that  he  might  ha 
permitted  to  allude  to  the  case  of  Cracow, 
The  neutrality  of  (hat  republic  had  been 
guaranteed  by  us ;  and  yet  foreign  troops 
— the  troops  of  the  partitioners  of  Poland 
—had  dared  to  enter  upon  and  violate  its 
territory,  allbough  the  express  words  of 
the  treaty  were,  "  that  under  no  pretext" 
whatever  were  foreign  troops  to  enter 
wlLbin  the  confines  of  that  Republic, 
Furthermore,  it  was  reported  that  it  wa( 
the  intention  of  the  Powers,  who  had  so 
daringly  and  nefariously  violated  the  neu- 
trality of  the  Cracow,  not  only  to  remove 
from  that  republic  all  the  unfortunate 
refugees  from  Poland,  who  dwelt  there, 
but  also  to  transport  them  across  the 
Atlantic  to  starve,  or  to  live  as  well  at 
tbey  could.  He  said  "  lo  starve" — for 
Russia  had  alreadv  transported  to  Ame- 
rica some  of  the  Poles,  whose  property 
she  had  either  destroyed  or  confiscated, 
and  the  consequence  had  been  that  in 
America  they  had  died  from  their  absolute 
inability  to  procure  the  mere  necessaries 
of  life.  If  the  three  Powers  who  had  so 
flagitiously  violated  the  .faith  of  solemn 
treaties  by  which  they  were  bound  to  thit 
country,  should  attempt  to  trausport 
across  the  Atlantic  the  unfortunate  vic- 
tims of  despotism  whom  they  had  just 
seized,  be  hoped  that  this  country  would 
interfere,  and  not  permit  the  perpetration 
of  so  gross  and  nicked  an  outrage.  Oa 
a  future  occasion,  if  no  other  Member 
brought  the  subject  of  Cracow  before  thq 
House,  he  certainly  would.  At  present, 
be  would  only  say,  that  for  the  real  pur> 
poses  for  which  this  increase  of  force  was 
demandedghe  would  readily  vote  an  increasQ 
not  merely  of  5,000  men,  but  of  twice  that 
□  umber. 

Mr.  Roehack  defended  the  couraq 
adopted  by  his  hon.  Friend,  the  Member 
for  Middlesex,  on  this  vote,  and  said  that 
it  was  undoubtedly  true  that  if  we  did  not 
pursue  a  diSerent  course  from  that  which 
we  had  hitherto  followed,  Russia  would 
take  Constantinople,  and  shut  us  out  from 
the  Black  Sea.  He  would  not,  however,  in? 
crease  our  naral  force  od  that  accooat^ 
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Admiralty,  bat  bad  not  uken  any  pension 
in  consideration  of  that  ofEce;  that  he 
had  reason  to  believe,  however,  the  noble 
Lord  who  succeeded  him  in  office  had, 
previous  to  accepting  the  appointment, 
stipulated  that  he  ehould  receive  a  certain 
pension  for  life,  iu  case  of  his  retirio^. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  if  the  insinuations 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  were 
founded  in  fact,  they  made  out  a  very 
disgraceful  case.bolh  against  the  noble  Lord 
and  the  Government  who  appointed  him. 
He  sincerely  trusted  that  hts  Majesty's 
Ministers  would  be  able  to  give  a  satis- 
factory reply  to  this  charge,  and  show  it 
to  be  devoid  of  truth.  With  respect  to 
the  right  hon.  Baronet's  proposal  to  in- 
crease the  pay  of  the  petty  officers  in  the 
navy,  he  thought  that  if  a  rule  were  to  be 
made  that  half  the  lieutenants  should  be 
selected  from  that  class  of  persons,  there 
would  be  no  need  for  any  pecuniary  ad- 
dition of  the  kind,  as  an  inducement  to 
good  conduct.  He  would  atlc  the  right 
Ron,  Baronet  whether,  during  the  whole 
time  that  he  had  been  in  office,  one  singis 
mate  had  been  promoted  to  superior  rank! 
There  vrere  many  of  these  deserving  men, 
who  had  served  for  years  during  the  war, 
and  for  years  after  it,  and  yet  no  one  of 
them,  as  ho  believed,  had  been  rewarded 
by  promotion.  No  I  promotion,  both  in 
the  army  and  the  navy,  was  reserred  en- 
tirely for  the  Aristocracy,  to  the  total  ex- 
clusion of  men  of  equal  age  and  superior 
worth,  who  happened  to  be  more  humbly 
connected. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  some  observations  had  been  made  by 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  in  refer- 
euce  to  a  noble  Friend  of  his,  which,  if 
that  noble  Lord  were  present,  he  was  sure 
he  would  have  had  no  difficulty  in  reply- 
ing to  satisfactorily ;  but  as  his  noble 
Friend  was  not  present,  he  (the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer)  was  perfectly  ready  to 
defend  him  from  the  charge  imputed  to 
him.  It  had  been  stated  that  some  Iraos- 
actions  had  taken  place  between  bis  Ma- 
jesty's Government  and  Lord  Auckland, 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  the  noble 
Lord  as  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
which  an  hon.  Friend,  near  him,  had 
chnracteriscd  as  highly  disgraceful.  Notr, 
he  begged  to  say,  on  the  part  of  his  noble 
Friend,  that  no  transaction  had  Uken 
place  connected  with  that  appointment 
which  could  allach  any  kind  of  siigma  lo 
the  noble  Lort^  there  waa  no  transaction. 


for  be  would  not  bave  us  interfere  with 
her  designs.  We  ought  not  to  interfere 
for  the  balance  of  power,  but  only  for  spe- 
cific insults,  and  for  the  protection  of 
British  interests.  No  case  was,  in  his 
opinion,  made  out  for  this  increase  of 
force. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

The  next  vote  proposed  was  1,069,122^ 
for  wages  to  seamen  and  marines,  and  to 
the  ordinary  and  yard  craft. 

Sir  James  Graham  thought  it  very  de- 
urable  to  hold  out  every  possible  induce- 
ment to  seafaring  men,  of  good  character, 
to  enter  into  the  King's  service,  and  to  se- 
cure their  steadiness  and  efficiency,  by  a 
svstem  of  rewards  and  punishments  other 
than  corporal.  The  best  way  of  attaining 
this  most  desirable  end  was,  in  his  opinion, 
to  increase  the  bounty  in  volunteering,  to 
enable  the  men,  by  good  conduct,  to  rise 
to  the  rank  of  petty  officers,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  to  increase  the  pay  now  al- 
lowed to  that  class.  Such  an  increase 
would  occasion  an  addition  in  the  Esti- 
mates of  not  more  than  10,0001.  or 
I'i.OOO/.,  and  sure  he  was  that  such  a 
sum  could  not  be  more  advantageously 
and  efficiently  applied.  In  all  times  of 
danger,  in  the  most  critical  moments  of 
peril  and  exertion,  the  peiiv  officers  had 
to  set  an  example  to  (he  whoieofthe  crew ; 
they  were  already  exempt  from  corporal 
punishment,  and  if,  in  addition,  they  had 
the  stimulus  of  increased  pay,  very  great 
general  advantage  would,  no  doubt,  result 
to  the  service.  He  hoped  the  Admiralty 
would  be  induced  to  take  this  subject  into 
their  early  and  favourable  consideration ; 
and  if,  on  reflection,  they  thought  it  ad- 
visable to  propose  any  increase  under  this 
head,  the  House,  he  was  sure,  would  ma- 
nifest no  reluctance  to  vote  it. 

Sir  Edward  Coirington  was  underslond 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Mem- 
ber for  East  Cumberland  (Sir  James 
Orahaoi),  how  it  happened  that  retiring 
pensions  had  been  secured  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Admiralty,  when  there  were  so  many 
gentlemen  to  be  found  who  would  be 
taapOT  to  fill  the  office  of  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasurv  without  such  a  stipulation  t 
How  came  it  that  a  late  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty (Lord  Auckland]  had  had  a  retir- 
ing pension  guaranteed  to  him  on  his 
vacating  ofiice  ? 

Sir  Jamet  Graham  said,  that  as  far  as 
his  own  case  went,  he  (Sir  J.  Graham) 
had  filled  the  office  of  First  I.o[d  of  the 
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he  repeated,  in  which  the  noble  Lord  had 
taken  part,  which  any  person  standing  in 
the  most  intimate  relation  of  friendehip 
towardB  hia  Lordship  could  not  be  per- 
fectly prepared  to  defend.  The  case  was 
this — Lord  Auckland  stood  possessed  of 
an  office  at  Greenwich  Hospital,  end  also 
of  a  pension  — both  for  life  ;  and  both 
these  his  Lordship  had  resigned  before  he 
entered  upon  the  office  of  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty.  The  right  hon.  Baronet, 
therefore,  had  not  done  justice  to  the 
noble  Lord,  in  stating  one  part  of  the 
transaction  and  withholding  the  very  im- 
portant fact  that  his  Lordship  had  given 
up  the  pension  and  salarv  which  he  for- 
merly enjoyed,  to  the  public.  It  was  not 
fair  to  giye  ot  either  that  Lord  Auckland 
stood  bargaining  about  the  conditions  at 
which  he  should  accept  qfhce — that  the 
post  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
was  so  poor  a  thing  that  it  was  not  worth 
accepting,  without  some  additional  induce- 
ments being  held  out.  There  was  no  circum- 
stance connected  with  this  arrangement 
which  could  be  looked  upon  as  otherwise 
than  highly  honourable  to  Lord  Anckland, 
and  fully  justifiable  on  the  part  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government.  He  could  not,  there- 
fore, but  regret,  that  observations  so  totally 
uncalled  for,  as  those  which  Lad  fallen 
from  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  should  have 
been  made  upon  this  subject,  which  the 
House  must  perceive  hod  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  question  before  them. 
He  most  take  the  liberty  of  saying  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Middlesex,  that  when 
he  attempted  to  draw  lines  of  distinction 
between  the  aristocracy  and  the  people, 
they  were  distinctions  which  he  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer)  could  not  bring 
himself  to  understand.  He  maintained 
that  the  people  had  a  community  of  inter- 
est with  the  aristocracy,  because  they  had 
a  chance  themselves  of  rising  to  it  by  their 
own  merit  and  conduct.  The  real  ques- 
tion which  was  to  be  looked  to  was, 
whether  the  persona  appointed  and  pro- 
moted were  deserving  of  such  promotion 
or  not. 

Sir  Jamet  GroAam  had  no  wish  to  make 
any  personal  attack  upon  any  Gentleman 
who  was  not  present  in  that  House  or  in 
the  country  to  answer  for  himself,  but  it 
did  so  happen  that  the  present  was  not 
the  first  occasion  on  which  he  had  mnde 
this  staiemeiit  with  respect  la  the  noble 
l.or(l.  Aspersions  of  ii  similar  chnracler 
bad  bren    thrown  on   hini^lf  (Sir  James 
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Graham).  It  was  distinctly  Hated  in  the 
public  papers  throughout  the  country,  that 
he  hatl  corruptly  brought  forward  that 
arrangement  with  respect  to  pensions  of 
Cabinet  Ministers,  in  order  to  serve  some 
sinister  purpose  of  his  own.  Having  at 
the  time  occasion  to  appear  before  his 
constituents — the  slander  having  been 
circulated  in  his  own  neighbourhood — 
[^rd  Auckland  being  then  in  the  country, 
he  had  felt  it  necessary  in  vindication  of 
his  own  character  to  make  a  similar  state- 
ment to  that  which  he  had  nttcred  to- 
night ;  and  Lord  Auckland  never  ventured 
to  deny  the  fact.  He  did  not  mean  it  as 
a  stigma — it  was  only  astatement  of  fact. 
He  made  no  reflection  on  him  personally. 
He  did  say,  that  he  had  brought  in  the 
Pension  Act,  the  nature  of  which  was  to 
reduce  pensions  by  one-third  in  amount, 
and  one-fourth — from  eight  to  six  or  from 
sit  lofaur,bedidnotknowwhich — astoihe 
number  of  persons  who  could  receive  them; 
and  he  added,  as  a  remarkable  fact,  that 
so  far  from  seeking  a  particular  pension 
himself,  the  noble  Lord  who  succeeded 
him  in  oEGce  had  stipulated  with  the  Go- 
vernment to  receive  it.  [An  hon.  Member: 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  could  not  take  it.] 
Not  take  it!  Why  not  take  it?  Owing 
to  a  limitation  which  he  (Sir  J.  Graham) 
himself,  had  as  a  Member  of  Government, 
introduced.  It  was  the  boast  of  that  Go- 
vernment that  he,  as  their  instrument,  had 
introduced  a  limitation  which,  from  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  prevented  retired  Mi- 
nisters of  State,  with  adequate  private  for- 
tunes, from  going  to  the  Treasury  and 
claiming  their  pensions.  He  stated  this 
at  the  time,  and  he  now  repeated  it,  that 
having  introduced  such  a  measure,  he  was, 
on  relinquishing  office,  succeeded  by  a 
noble  Lord,  who  refused  to  accept  it,  as 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  without  stipu- 
lating for  a  Parliamentary  pension  of 
9,000/.  He  had  no  official  information  on 
the  point.  He  spoke  only  from  rumour;  but 
he  challenged  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  contradict  that  state- 
ment if  it  were  wrong.  True,  the  noble  Lord 
had  given  up  his  office  in  Greenwich  Hospi- 
tal, at  a  salary  of  600/.,  and  also  n  pension  of 
1,000/.  a-year:  and  he  would  not  attempt 
to  detract  from  the  merit  of  the  noble 
Lord  on  that  score.  At  the  same  time, 
howeirer,  when  it  was  recollected  lh:it  pen- 
sions of  this  kind  were  payable  out  of  the 
Civil  i,i-l,  and  ihcrprorc.  iiierally.  iho.igh 
peihiips  not  virttialtv,  detrrminalile  wiiU 
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the  demise  of  the  Crovrn,  it  would  be  ad- 
initted,  he  thought,  that  the  noble  Lord 
bad  not  acted  unwisely  or  imprudently,  b; 
resigning  it  in  exchange  for  a  Parlia- 
Rienlary  pension  of  2,000/.  for  life. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  hegged 
to  observe  in  reply  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  that  in  reipect  to  his  notion  of  a 
stipulation,  no  such  word  had  been  Vnown 
or  heard  of  in  the  present  case.  In  re- 
■pect  also  to  what  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
seemed  to  wish  to  suggest,  nnmely,  that  a 
pension  paid  out  of  the  Ci?il  List,  being 
held  only  for  the  life  of  the  Sovereign, 
vas  one  not  of  equal  value  with  a  Parlia- 
mentary pension — with  respect  to  the  un- 
generous insinuation  —  ["  No,  tio."]  No! 
he  admitted  that  the  right  hoD.  Baronet  did 
not  actually  say,  that  Lord  Auckland  acted 
npon  this  consideration,  buthe  did  suggest 
the  notion  of  it ;  and  what  was  the  meaning 
of  making  snggeslions  of  this  kind,  if  at 
the  same  time  he  did  not  stale  his  conviction 
of  the  contrary,  and  disclaim  his  intention 
of  applying  that  suggestion  to  the  parti- 
cular case  in  question  t 

Viscount  Howick  thought  it  necessary 
to  come  forward  and  state  distinctly,  in 
behalf  both  of  his  noble  Friend  (Lord 
Auckland)  and  the  OovernmenI,  that  the 
arrangement  made  was  precisely  one  of 
that  particular  descrmtion  which  the  Act 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  himself  was 
meant  lo  sanction  and  provide  for.  What 
were  the  facts  of  the  case?  Lord  Auck* 
land,  not  possessing  any  very  considerable 
incomeofhiaown,  having  a  place  in  Green- 
wich Hospital,  which,  by  the  custom  of 
the  country,  was  considered  as  for  life, 
and  it  being  greatly  for  the  advantage  of 
Government  that  he  should  occupy  the 
higher  and  more  important  situation  of 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  he  stated  lo 
Lord  Grey  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
him,  in  his  circumstancea,  to  tatce  an  office 
of  which,  by  a  change  of  Administration,  he 
might  be  deprived  tlie  following  day,  sur- 
rendering at  the  same  time  a  permanent 
provision  fortife.  Such  was  the  statement 
made;  and  it  was  precisely  to  meet  thai 
case  that  the  Feusion  Act  had  been  pro- 
posed ;  because  persons  of  inconsiderable 
fortune  could  not  be  expected  to  accept 
the  higher  situations  in  the  Government, 
if  by  so  doing  they  surrendered  the  provi- 
sion they  already  had,  unless  some  mode 
were  adopted  of  securing  themselves  in  the 
manner  proposed  by  that  Bill.  Precisely, 
therefore,  in  conformity  with  that  Act,  a 
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permanent  pension  of  that  kind  was  >■• 
sured  to  Lord  Auckland,  he  giving  up  ihs 
pension  of  1,000^  he  possessed  under  the 
Civil  List,  and  the  office  of  600^  a-year 
he  held  in  Greenwich  Hospital.  The 
whole  arrangement  was,  therefore,  perfectly 
and  strictly  honourable  in  every  point  of 

Sir  Henry  Hardinge  observed,  that  the 
noble  I^rd  had  put  the  case  on  its  true 
ground.fairiy,  openly,  and  in  that  straight- 
forward manner  which  was  highly  honour- 
able to  him.  He  must,  however,  be  per- 
mitted to  observe,  that  nobody  blamed 
Lord  Auckland  in  his  absence  for  what 
had  been  done.  But  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (the  Chancellor  of  ^e  Exchequer) 
had  certainly  not  treated  the  question  wilt) 
the  same  manliness  and  straightforward- 
ness. He  actused  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
ofbavingthrownouten  insinuation  against 
the  appointment  of  Lord  Auckland,  for 
which  certainly  there  was  no  groaad  or 
pretence  whatever.  It  was  perfectly  true 
that  Lord  Auckland  had  acted  with  great 
prudence.  What  more  had  the  right  hoo. 
Baronet  stated?  The  noble  Lord  stipu- 
lated to  give  up  1,600/.  a-year— partly  at 
the  disposal  of  Government,  so  that  they 
might  appoint  others  on  the  Civil  List  for 
a  ParliamentaiT  pension  of  2,000/.  But 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  thrown  out  no 
insinuation  against  him  for  having  so  done. 
He  only  stated  the  fact,  which  had  been 
borne  out  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer),  and 
the  noble  Lord  (Howick)  the  Secretary  at 
War.  It  was  not,  therefore,  ft  fair  or  can- 
did manner  of  treating  the  question,  for 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  in- 
sinuate that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
been  impelled  by  any  sinister  motive  lo 
cast  a  stigma  on  the  character  of  Lard 
Auckland,  who,  he  repeated,  throughout 
the  transaction,  could  not  be  held  to  have 
acted,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  K  very 
imprudent  part. 

Lord  John  RvismU  agreed  th«t  the  wtv 
in  wliich  tliis  question  bad  been  dealt  witb 
was  not  perfectly  fait  and  ingenuous. 
Lord  Aucklaod  on  taking  office  had  given 
up  the  office  and  pension  which  hs  bad 
previously  enjoyed,  amounting  to  an  in- 
come of  1,600/.  per  annum,  but  because 
his  Lordship  could  not  Bffi>rd  to  do  so, 
without  the  prospect  of  being  secured  in  a 
certain  income  in  return,  the  Government 
entered  into  the  arrangement  with  his 
Lordship  to  which  the  rigbt  hon.  Buoaet 
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opposite  had  alluded.  The  right  hon, 
BaroDct,  however,  had  mentioned  the  fact 
or  the  arrangement,  irilhout  ever  mention- 
ing the  fact  also  that  the  noble  Lord  had 
fiven  up  his  pension  and  his  office  of 
,600^  a-year.  The  alleged  slanders 
against  ihe  right  hon.  Baronet  might  cer- 
tainly have  been  talked  of  in  his  county, 
but  ne  could  not  see  why  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  might  not  have  repelled  those 
calumnies  from  himself,  without,  when 
that  was  done,  saying  something  which 
■eented  to  cast  a  stigma  upon  the  noble 
Lord  who  succeeded  him  in  office.  If  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  stated  all  the  facts 
and  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  would  be 
seen  that  it  was  not  simply  because  Lord 
Auckland  became  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty that  this  arrangement  was  made, 
but  because  his  Lordship  also  gave  up  his 
former  pension.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  who  bad  just  snt  down  seemed  to 
cast  a  sneer  at  what  he  was  pleased  to  term 
tbe  prudent  arrangemeot  by  which  Lord 
Auckland  secured  a  Parliamentary  pen* 
sion  for  lifein  lieu  of  one  payable  out  of 
the  Civil  List ;  and  seemed  to  insinuate 
alio  that  the  Government  by  this  arrange- 
ment had  the  power  in  their  hands  of  fill- 
ing up  the  vacancy  in  respect  to  the  latter 
pension.  Now  the  fact  was,  that  this  pea- 
■ioQ  was  paid  out  of  two  diflerent  funds, 
one-half  being  charged  upon  the  4|  per 
cent,  duties,  which  consequently  reverted 
immediately  to  the  public,  the  other  half 
being  paid  out  of  the  Civil  List.  Now, 
with  respect  to  any  interest  the  Goveiu- 
ment  might  have  in  6Iling  up  this  part  of 
the  pension,  he  could  only  state  the  fact, 
that  it  remained  unappropriated  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  and  was  actually  not  filled 
up  at  the  time  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the 
Member  for  Tamworth,  came  into  office. 
If  it  had  been  filled  up  since,  it  had  been 
filled  up  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 

Sir  Henry  Hardiuge  took  the  liberty  of 
asking  what  situation  a  Mr.  Creevy  held  ? 

Viscount  ffoicic^i replied,  that  Mr.Creevy 
had  resigned  the  office  of  Treasurer  to  the 
Ordnance,  and  bad  accepted  the  situation 
which  Lord  Auckland  had  vacated. 

Mr,  Ooulburn  said,  he  would  not  pro- 
long  this  discussion  ;  but  he  must  be  al- 
lowed to  say,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
the  Member  for  Cumberland,  had  not  been 
fairly  dealt  with  in  this  discussion  ;  which, 
as  the  House  was  awme,  had  arisen  en- 
tirely out  of  a  rather  pointed  observation 
which  had  been  made  by  the  lion,  and 


gallant  Admiral  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  (Sir  E.  Codrington).  No  bhnie 
couid,  in  his  opinion,  attach  to  Lord  Auck- 
land, for  he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how 
any  individual  could  be  fairly  called  on 
to  make  such  a  sacrifice  for  the  public  ser- 
vice as  would  oblige  him  to  incur  great 
pecuniary  loss. 

Mr.  Curteit  observed,  in  reference  to 
the  subject  of  the  rote  before  the  House, 
that  as  an  increase  in  the  naval  force  was 
contemplated,  old  and  raeritorious  officers 
should  not  be  forgotten.  He  trusted  that 
promotion  would  not  for  the  future  depend 
on  aristocratic  connexion  or  personal  in- 
fluence. 

Mr.  Hume  said)  that  he  must  admit  he 
had  made  use  of  a  very  strong  expression 
with  reference  to  a  noble  Lord,  whose  ap- 
pointment as  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
had  been  brought  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House.  He  should  always  feel  re- 
gret when  he  used  harsh  language,  when  it 
was  not  warranted  by  the  conduct  of  the 
party  to  whom  it  was  applied ;  and  he  felt 
bound,  in  this  instance,  to  state  to  the 
House  that  he  would  not  have  made  use  of 
the  observation  which  he  had  expressed,  if 
he  had  understood  the  matter  in  the  light 
in  which  it  now  appeared. 

Sir  GeorjeCfcrft  alluded  to  the  alteration 
which  was  to  lake  place  this  year  in  respect 
of  ships  in  ordinary.  He  perceived  that 
instead  of  the  three  warrant-officers  who 
were  hitherto  employed  on  board  each  of 
those  ships  to  lalce  care  of  them,  the  Go- 
vernment meant  to  place  two  or  three  sea- 
men, in  order  to  effect  a  saving  in  the  sa- 
laries. Now  he  much  doubted,  in  the  first 
place,  whether  this  arrangement  would  be 
productive  of  any  real  economy ;  for  was  It 
likely  that  thesa  men  would  take  as  much 
care  of  the  vessels  intrusted  to  them,  from 
which  they  were  liable  to  be  removed  in  a 
week  or  two,  as  the  warrant-officers  here- 
tofore employed  for  the  purpose,  who  were 
fixtures  to  the  ship,  and  would  naturally 
have  a  greater  anxiety  to  preserve  them  in 
good  condition.  Besides  which,  would  the 
hon.  Member  for  Middlesex  consent  that 
the  country  should  bear  the  expense  of 
pensioning  these  officers?  And  would  he 
think  it  proper  to  remove  so  many  com- 
fortable situations  of  from  601.  to  150/. 
a-year  from  the  navy,without  holding  out  an 
equivalent  operating  at  they  did,  to  induce  in 
the  petty  officers  and  seamen  good  conduct, 
in  order  that  they  might,  iu  their  nlil  age, 
be  rewarded  by  such  desirablu  provisions : 
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nor  cQuld  he  agree  to  the  proposition  of  I  the  present  Secretary  to  the  Trea*ury  (Hr. 
Government  that  the  Eeamen  in  these  ships  Baring);  Lord  Althorp  nnd  the  pretent 
n  ordinary  should  be  placed  under  military    Chantellor  of  the  Exchequer  were  in  faroor 


discipline.  If  that  proposiiion  had  been 
advanced  in  an  unrerormed  Parliament  by 
a  Tory  Ministry,  of  placing  ships  in  har- 
bour, not  in  actnal  service,  under  military 
discipline,  what  an  outcry  would  have  been 
raised  against  it  on  constitutional  grounds. 
He  thought,  considering  the  immense  sums 
which  had  been  expended  on  these  ships, 
this  was  a  question  of  great  importance. 

Mr.  Charles  Wood:  The  Government 
did  not  bring  forward  this  alteration  solely 
as  a  measure  of  economy,  although  they 
thought  it  would  effect  a  saving  of  some 
tnomenl  in  the  Egiimates:  their  object  was 
to  gain  greater  efficiency  in  thia  branch  of 
the  aervire.  He  had  in  his  possession 
many  eminent  authorities  in  favour  of  the 
nlteration  proposed;  but  the  best  argument, 
in  his  opinion,  was  the  fact,  that  200  of 
these  warrant-officers  had  been  auperannu- 
ated,  being  unable  to  perform  even  the 
slight  duties  which  devolved  apon  them. 
And  he  thought  it  was  not  an  unimportant 
bcne6t  to  the  navy  to  substitute  able  end 
efficient  seamen  in  the  room  of  these  almost 
totally  inefficient  warrant- officers. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Onthequestionthatl  10,302/. be  granted 
for  the  salaries  of  officers  connected  with 
Ihc  Board  of  Admiralty  being  proposed, 

Sir  yames  Graham,  in  reference  to  the 
salary  of  the  present  Private  Secretary  to 
the  I'irxt  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  wished  to 
make  one  observation.  He  had  been  ac- 
cused, in  the  course  of  the  debate,  of 
making  "  insinuations"— of  casting  out 
suggestions  ;'  he  should  now  merely  slate 
a  few  facts.  When  he  (Sir  J.  Graham) 
held  the  office  of  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, his  brother.  Major  Graham,  was  hi: 
Private  Secretary,  At  that  time  Lord 
Althorp  was  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqi 
A  Bill  had  been  introduced  for  preventing 
officers  oti  half-pay  receiving  theirhalf-pny 
in  conjunction  with  their  salaries  wnile 
holding  any  office  under  Government,  but 
at  the  same  time  giving  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  discretion,  in  certain  circum- 
stances, to  dispense  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Act.  Hi»  brother,  Major  Graham, 
Applied  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  for 
thfir  permission  to  receive  his  half-p  ly  (he 
beiiij  a  Briiisli  officer),  and  also  hit  s.il.irv. 
uhicli  would  only  together  amount  to  500/ 
The  case  wns  relVned  to  t/>rd  Alihorp.  llu- 
|,.e«.'Hl  fn.iincellor  of  the  lixclirq-ier,  and 


of  the  grant— the  hoo.  Member  (Mr,  Ba- 
'  ig)  was  against  it,  and  Major  Graham 
received  his  salary  only,  amounting  to 
300/.  a-year. 

Mr.  francii  Baring  said,  that  aa  tbe 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  broken  into  what 
ve  known  was  aperfectiy  private 
I  affiiir,  he  should  feel  released 
from  all  oblioation  to  secrcsy,  and  should 
the  whole  transaction  unreservedly  to 
The  House,  It  was  perfectly  true,  that 
under  a  clause  introduced  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  into  the  certain  Act  in  queation, 
authority  was  given  to  the  Treasury  to  dii- 
pense  in  certain  cases  with  its  provisions; 
and  to  permit  officers  on  half-pay  to  receive 
their  half-pay  in  addition  to  their  salaries ; 
and  it  was  equally  true  that  the  Treasury 
did  not,  in  the  case  of  the  gallant  officer, 
(Major  Graham)  the  right  hon.  Baronet's 
brother,  relax  the  prohibition  inhlsfaToar. 
When  he  (Mr.  Baring)  consulted  with  hie 
noble  Friend,  I^rd  Althorp,  regarding  bis 
construction  of  the  clause  referred  to,  hii 
answer  was — "  You  will  consider  the  per- 
mission to  receive  the  half'pay  as  an  excep- 
tion to  the  rule,  that  rule  being  that  the 
assent  of  the  Treasury  to  that  indulgence 
is  not  to  be  expressed  in  any  case,  but 
those  intended  by  the  House  of  Coramoni 
to  receive  the  beaelit  of  it,  viz.  old  and 
distressed  officers  in  reduced  circum- 
stances, holding  situations  under  Govero- 
roent.  When  the  gallant  officer's  caae 
came  before  the  Treasury,  it  was  true  that 
the  assent  of  that  Board  was  given ;  but 
when  it  came  to  his  (Mr.  Baring's)  know- 
ledge, he  went  to  his  noble  Friend  (Lord 
Althorp)  and  said  to  him—  "  Consider  whe- 
ther this,  which  will  be  almost  the  first 
case  you  will  have  to  lay  upon  tbe  Table  of 
the  House,  in  which  you  have  exercised 
the  discretion  committed  lo  you  by  that 
House,  shall  be  the  case  of  e  gallaat 
officer,  brother  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  one  of  the  Cabinet  Ministers." 
At  the  same  time  he  told  Lbrd  Althorp 
that  he  considered  all  the  private  officers  of 
the  Admiralty  were  undrr-paid;  and  that 
if  Major  Graham  thought  fit  to  apply  for 
an  increase  nf  salary,  he  would  giva  the 
cnllani  officer  all  the  support  in  his  power. 
He  believed  a  diffirnit  arrangement  had 
taken  place  with  reganl  to  the  salaries  of 
these  officers,  and  that  ihry  wer*  now 
belter  paid.     He    h:id    thus  detaitt'd  th« 
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whole  niRlter  to  ihe  House ;  it  was  a  private 
and  confidential  traosaclion :  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  itiought  proper  to 
btin^  it  before  the  House,  and  he  (Mr. 
Baring)  left  it  with  confidence  for  their 
Opinion. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

The  House  resumed. 
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HOUSE   OF    LORDS, 
Monday,  March!,  1835. 

HiNVTU.]  PtUtioiu  pMcBled.  By  Ihc  Duke  at  R 


RtlliT  to  the  Agriniltunl 
IhKn  the  Clly  of  LoBdaD,  Tor  tht  Rcpal  c(  the  Dt 
Hon  impovd  by  Act  Blh  Qsnrge  4tli.— By  Lord 
MOMlTon .  ftnb  Devlnn,  for  Extending  the  Teim  AppDinled 
tot  PKymeutof  the  Sum  borrowtd  for  building  Work 
bouBca  updvr  the  Poo>Liiwi''Aiiieiidmeiit  Act 

Ac  Hicui.TUKAL Distress— The  PooB 
Law.]  Tlie  Du)te  n( Rutland,  on  present- 
ing two  Pelilions  rroiii  the  Leicester  shirt 
Agricultural  Associiiilons,  comptainitig  oi 
Agricultural  Distress,  and  praying  Relief, 
■aid,  my  Lords,  in  presenting  these 
lions,  it  il  right  that  I  should  expli 
the  House  that  they  were  intrusted  I 
charge  before  the  Commit  lee  was  appointed 
for  which  they  pray;  and  further,  that 
since  they  have  been  in  my  hands  an 
provement  has  taken  place  in  the  price 
those  ariicles  of  agriculture  which  % 
most  depressed.  Nevertheless,  the  peti- 
tioners have  so  little  dependence  upon  the 
permanencyof  a  remunerating  price  (which 
IS  all  they  seek  or  want),  that  they  are  ex- 
ceedingly desirous  of  such  a  sifting  inquiry 
into  the  causes  of  the  distress  under  which 
they  have  laboured  as  shall  prevent  ils 
recurrence.  They  have  the  utmost  confi- 
dence in  the  power  of  Parliament  to  afTord 
them  relief.  For  myself,  my  Lords,  I  own 
that  I  have  not  such  sanguine  expectations 
from  the  result  of  the  labours  of  the  Com- 
mittee now  sitting;  in  the  two  Houses  of 
PatUament;  yet  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
despair  when  I  have  seen,  after  sereral  fail- 
nrea  on  the  subject,  a  measure  emanate 
from  Parliament,  so  wide,  so  salutary,  and, 
in  mj  opinion  fraught  with  such  beneficial 
consequences  to  all  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity, as  the  PoOT-Law-Amcodment  Act. 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  speak  unadvisedly  upon 
this  subject;  I  have  formed  an  official 
connexion  with  a  Board  of  Guardians  of  a 
fJlilnDt  Union,  ag  the  guardian  of  one  of 


the  parishes;  and  having  constantly  at- 
tended the  meetings,  f  have  closely 
watched  the  working  of  the  measure. 
And  indeed,  my  Lords,  I  almost  frel  my- 
self warranted  in  predicting  that  the  most 
sure  and  efficacious  relief  of  agricultural 
distress  will  be  derived  from  the  Poor-law 
Act.  I  have  heard,  and  I  can  state  the 
facts  upon  testimony  which  cannot  be 
doubted,  that  the  reduction  of  the  poor- 
rales  in  those  parts  of  the  kingdom  which 
have  been  already  brought  under  the  ope< 
ration  of  the  Act  amounts  to  no  less  a  sum 
than  one  million  and  a  half  per  annum. 
If  this  saving  was  effected  by  the  sacrifice 
and  at  the  expense  of  the  comforts  of 
those  whom  we  must  always  consider  as 
deserving  our  most  tender  care  and  consi- 
derate attention — I  mean  the  labouring 
and  pauper  classes — I  am  sure  that  I 
should  not  and,  I  am  convinced,  that  not 
oneof  yonr  Lordships  would,  countenance  ■ 
ihe  continuance  of  the  measure  for  another 
day.  But  I  am  as  certain  that  no  such 
result  of  the  Act  will  take  place,  as  that  I 
am  at  this  moment  addressing  yonr  Lord- 
ships. On  (he  contrary,  it  is  my  firm  con- 
viction, that  its  eflect  will  bu  the  improve- 
ment of  the  condition  of  tiie  aged  and  in- 
firm, the  protection  and  encoilr.igcment  of 
the  industrious  labourer,  iind  the  conver-' 
sion  of  the  hitherto  idle  and  profligate  into 
gocd  members  of  the  community.  As 
such,  I  consider  that  the  new  poor  law  is 
identified  with  the  relief  of  the  agricul- 
tural interests.  Before  I  sit  down,  I  am 
anxious  to  bear  testimony  to  the  judicious 
selection  of  the  officers  by  whom  the  new 
poor  law  is  carrying  into  execution.  Ii 
has  been  my  good  fortune  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  several  of  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioners; and  I  must  say,  that  persons 
more  capable  of  fulfilling  the  important 
charge  committed  to  them,  more  able  in 
their  expositions  of  the  measure,  and  more 
temperate  and  forbearing  in  their  difficult 
offices,  could  not  have  been  selected. 
Petitions  laid  on  the  Table. 

Oravoe  Lodges.]  The  Marquess  of 
Londonderry  rose  to  bring  forward  his 
motion  with  respect  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons' Repoit  on  Orange  Lodges  Societies. 
He  confessed  that  he  was  not  at  all  sorry 
that  his  motion  had  been  deferred  frota 
Thursday  to  this  evening,  becansc  it  ena- 
bled his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Roden)  to  he 
in  his  place,  and  afforded  hioi  an  opportu- 
nity wbicb  his  noblo  Friend  would  embrace 
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wild  lalUraciion,  to  explain  hi*  views  on 
tliia  subject.    Alihough  it  certainly  was 

not  liis  intenlion  to  enter  into  a  discussion 
of  the  policy  of  the  lale  measures  adopted 
by  his  Majesty's  Government,  gtili  he 
hardly  thought  that  he  could  rise,  with  his 
feelings  on  (his  question,  without  in  some 
degree  alluding  to  the  meaaures  lately 
adopted  towards  that  country  which  gave 
him  biith,  and  to  which  be  was  so  ar- 
dently attached.  He  had  the  satisFuction 
of  seeing  his  noble  Friend  in  his  place: 
and  whatever  that  ooble  Lord's  sins  might 
be  with  respect  to  the  support  of  Orange 
societies,  he  (Lord  Londonderry)  did  feel, 
from  the  high  characler  and  inestimable 
worth  of  bis  noble  Friend,  that  there  was 
hardly  &  man  in  Ireland  who  did  not  vene- 
rate and  esteem  him;  and  he  was  sure  that 
whatever  might  fall  from  his  noble  Friend 
to-night  would  be  received  with  that 
weight  and  consideration  bytheir  Lordships 
which  he  was  so  well  qnalitied  to  inspire. 
Having  said  thus  much  of  his  noble  Friend, 
he  would  advert  to  an  observation  which 
fell  from  the  noble  Viscount  opposite  the 
other  night.  It  was  with  great  surprise 
that  he  heard  that  noble  Viscount  state 
thai  he  did  not  think  that  he  (Lord  Lon- 
donderry) had  been  attacked,  and  that 
there  was  therefore  no  occasion  for  the 
present  motion.  The  noble  Viscount  made 
that  statement,  he  doubted  not,  in  one  of 
his  usual  off-hand  ways ;  and  he  ques- 
tioned much  whether  the  noble  Vi3coun.t, 
involved  as  he  was  with  his  mullifurious 
business,  had  found  time  to  look  into  the 
circumstances  that  affected  an  humble  in- 
dividual like  himself,  But  the  nohlc  Vis- 
count did  come  down  and  state  things  in 
their  Lordships'  House  sometimes  in  a 
very  singular  and  off-hand  manner.  He 
remembered  the  noble  Viscount  coming 
down  and  saying,  "  Oil !  as  to  the  decree 
of  Don  Carlos,  that  was  nothing— there' 
was  not  a  word  of  truth  in  that."  He  also 
remembered  the  noble  Viscount  sliinding 
up  in  this  House  and  declaring  that  he  had 
taken  upon  himself  the  Government  of  the 
country  upon  condition  of  carrying  the 
appropriation  clause  into  efTect;  but  their 
Lordships  had  rot  heard  any  thing  this 
year  from  the  noble  Viscount  respecting 
that  clause.  He  should  he  extremely 
obliged  to  the  noble  Viscount  if,  after  the 
noble  Viscount  had  heard  his  case,  the 
nobie  Viscount  would  not  entrench  him- 
self in  silence  as  he  sometimes  did,  but 
would  get  up  and  tell  him  whether,  if  the 
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noble  Viscount  himself  were  in  such  cir- 
cumstances as  he  was,  the  noble  Viscount 
would  allow  those  accusations — founded 
on  no  evidence,  as  he  should  presently 
show— which  had  gone  forth  to  the  public, 
and  which  had  mixed  him  up  in  every 
way  with  the  transactions  of  the  Orange 
societies,  and  all  those  concerns  of  which 
so  much  Iiad  lately  been  heard,  and  of 
which  he  was  as  entirely  innocent  and  ig- 
norant as  the  noble  Viscount  himself,  to 
remain  unanswered  and  unrepelled?  Hav- 
ing said  this,  he  muat  also  be  permitted 
to  say,  that  in  his  experience  he  had  found 
that  when  any  individual  intended  to  bring 
forth  documents  for  discussion,  it  was 
usual  for  that  conrtesy  and  gentleiaaDly 
feeling  which  ou^ht  e«er  to  lubtist  in  the 
Legislature  of  this  great  country,  to  be 
strictly  observed;  and  lliat  if  documents 
were  brought  forward,  to  read  them,  not 
in  a  garbled  and  piecemeal  manner,  but  in 
extemo,  By  the  greatest  good  luck,  as 
he  had  said  on  a  former  night,  he  had  an 
affectionate  and  gallant  son  who  would 
not  allow  a  shadow  of  a  shade  to  go  forth 
against  his  parent's  reputation,  and  he 
nailed  down  the  individual  to  the  charge 
which  he  had  made,  and  the  answer,  or 
rather  attempt  at  an  answer,  by  that 
individual  was  most  disingenuous,  and 
little  consonant  to  the  feelings  of  English- 
men. Yes,  the  individual  to  whom  he  had 
alluded,  had  extorted  a  verdict  of  not 
guilty  from  the  accuser;  but  tlie  verdict 
was  so  twisted  and  entwined  with  other 
insinuations,  that  if  their  Lordships  looked 
at  the  animus  of  the  whole  thing,  it  was 
impossible  not  to  treat  it  with  all  ihe  scorn 
and  contempt  which  such  a  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding deserved.  He  was,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, prepared  to  bring  the  whole  sub- 
ject forward,  but  he  would  not  deny  that 
some  friends  (he  did  not  allude  to  his  no- 
ble Friends  around  him,  nor  to  the  noble 
Duke  who  was  at  the  head  of  his  side  of 
the  House,  but  to  some  private  friends) 
had  offered  him  their  counsel.  They  did 
not  mean  to  say  (as  the  noble  Viscount 
did)  that  he  had  not  been  at  all  attacked, 
but  they  said  to  him  this,  "  Oh,  what  do 
Tou  care  for  Mr.  Hume  or  Mr.  O'Connell? 
Who  cares  for  what  they  say  ?  It  would 
be  a  piece  of  supererogation  for  you  to 
stand  up,  at  your  time  of  life,  and  after 
the  years  you  have  gone  through  in  your 
public  profession,  to  protect  your  charac- 
ter against  such  attacks.  On  the  one  hand 
your  public  serriceB  are  known,  and  your 
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livered  the  ipeech  to  which  he  wa*  al- 
luding entered  ver^  much  at  length  into 
'  tsils  as  to  what  had   happened  with 

Beet  to  the  Orange  societies.  He  said, 
e  now  came  to  some  letters  of  great 

iporlance,  which  were  to  be  found  in 
the  Report  of  the  evidence  lying  on  the 
tqble  of  the  House.  He  alluded  par- 
ticularly to  two  letters  purporting  to  have 
been  written  to  the  Marquess  of  London- 
derry on  the  29th  and  30th  of  July,  1832. 
The  first,  dated  the  29th  of  July,  wa« 
from  Colonel  Fairman  to  the  Marquess  of 
Londonderry."  The  hon.  Member  had 
then  proceeded  to  read  the  substance  of 
those  iettera.  He  had  said — "The  writer 
gravely  went  on  to  tell  the  noble  Mar- 
quess, '  The  fietd  is  now  open  to  your 
Lordship-^the  post  of  honour  is  exclu- 
sively your  own.  If,  then,  your  Lordship 
would  but  profit  of  it,  you  would  deserve 
well  of  this  country,  while  at  such  a  crisis 
you  would  confer  fresh  confidence  on 
your  own.  In  a  long  conversation  1  had 
yesterday  with  Lord  Longford,  he  inti- 
mated that  the  brethren  of  Ireland  were 
determined  to  resist  all  attempts  the  Li- 
berals might  make  to  put  them  down  ;  at 
the  same  time  reproaching  us  for  our 
tameness,  in  not  afTording  an  aid  com- 
mensurate with  the  evils  by  which  we 
were  menaced.  In  proportion  to  an  in- 
crease in  the  numbers  of  our  institution, 
the  defeat  of  the  seditious  Whigs  will  be 
rendered  more  certain.  Should  your 
Lordship  feel  disposed  to  entertain  views 
similar  to  my  own,  the  Deputy  Grand 
Master  of  England  is  now  in  your  neigh- 
bourhood to  give  them  efficiency."  He 
would  ask  whether  any  man,  on  reading 
that  paragraph,  would  not  suppose  that  a 
letter  had  been  addressed  to  him,  in- 
volving the  question  of  an  alteration  in 
the  Buccesstoa  to  the  throne?  When  he 
read  this  he  looked  at  the  letters  in  his 
possession  to  see  whether  they  would  bear 
the  construction  that  had  been  put  upon 
them  by  others.  He  remembered  in  IH32 
having  received  some  letters  from  Colonel 
Fairman,  and  on  referring  to  theni  he 
found  that  the  extracts  which  had  been 
read  by  Mr.  Hume  had  been  read  in  the 
most  garbled  and  incorrect  manner.  He 
held  the  original  letters  from  Colonel 
Fairman  to  him  written  in  1832.  It  was 
difficult,  perhaps,  to  make  their  Lordships 

nderstand,    without  seeing  the  oHglni' 


chamcterwell  understood  and  established; 
on  the  other  hand,  who  are  Hr.  Hume  and 
Mr.  O'Connell  ?  But  their  Lordships  could 
nqt  deny  to  themselves  that  those  Gentle- 
inen,by  the  unfortunate  sitnation  in  which 
this  country  was  placed,  had  succeeded  in 
deluding  one-half  of  the  people  of  England 
by  their  gross  misrepresentations;  end 
whom  betides  did  they  direct?  It  would 
be  in  vain  for  the  noble  Viscount  opposite 
or  his  noblePriendato  deny,  that  the  guid- 
ing hand  of  the  present  Government  was 
from  that  quarter.  When  he  saw  this,  he 
felt  that  an  individual  in  his  humble  posi- 
tion could  not,  ought  not,  and  dared  not, 
for  his  own  peace  of  mind,  put  aside  with 
indifference  these  insinuations  and  accu- 
sations. But  if  his  opinions  had  been  er- 
roneous, he  had  since  taken  up  a  journal 
which  he  considered  the  most  able,  most 
classical,  and  best  journal  of  the  day,  in 
which  ie  had  read  one  sentence  that 
at  once  decided  him  as  to  the  course 
he  should  pursue.  The  writer  observed 
that  "  innocent  men  who  were  sub- 
jected to  slander,  might  take,  and 
probably  did  take,  the  wisest  course 
for  themsetvea  when  they  submitted  in 
silence,  consoling  themselves  with  the 
consciousness  of  their  innocence  ;  but 
they  did  not  take  the  wisest  course  for 
Iheir  fellow-men,  and  purchased  their 
own  private  peace  by  sacrificing  public 
utility.  Besides,  to  expose  a  slanderer 
waa  like  hunting  down  any  other  noxious 
creature."  This  sentence  determined  him 
to  persevere  in  the  course  he  had  at  first 
proposed  to  himself.  He  felt  that  he 
should  most  triumphantly  succeed,  before 
be  had  done,  in  exposing  the  slanderer  by 
the  evidence  he  should  produce.  Much 
of  that  evidence  was  contained  in  the 
pnblic  prints.  The  documenls  connected 
with  Orange  Lodges  were  all  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  public  journals  of  the  coun- 
try. What  had  occurred  in  another  place 
he  could  only  know  by  the  papers  of  the 
day.  He  saw  by  the  papers  that  certain 
letters  were  read,  oot  in  extenio,  but  in  a 
pirbled  manner;  and  from  those  letters 
certain  inferences  were  drawn.  This  was 
evidently  not  done  by  the  reporters 
did  not  blame  them,  because  he  was  quite 
sure  that  the  reporters  of  the  newspapers 
were  honourable  men,  who  would  not  wil- 
fully state  any  thing  that  was  wrong,  and 
would    not   make   the   substance  of  the 

speech  diSer  in  any  degree  from  the  sense    letters  themseives,  the  alterations,  ioter- 
«r  the  >|mker.    The  gentlemaQ  who  d«*  I  poUtions,  and  iDteilineationi  in  the  printed 
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copy  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ihe  Houie  of  Connnona.  He  would  there- 
fore put  the  letters  into  the  hands  of  the 
clerk  at  the  table,  that  their  Lordshipa 
miglit  ezamine  them,  and  see  how  com- 
pletely they  differed  from  the  letters  in 
the  Report,  Now,  he  knew  nothing  of 
Colonel  Fairraan,  except  hia  being,  he 
supposed,  aR  officer  of  the  army.  He 
never  saw  that  individual,  to  his  know- 
ledge, and  these  were  the  o^ly  letters  he 
had  ever  received  from  him.  But  sepiiig 
how  much  the  letters  in  the  printed  Re- 
port differed  from  those  in  his  possession, 
although  purporting  to  be  copies  of  Ibe 
same  letters,  might  it  not  be  inferred  that 
every  thing  coming  from  so  incorrect  a 
source  partook  of  the  same  inaccuracies? 
Tiiere  were  no  leas  than  twenty-two  dif- 
ferences between  ihe  printed  letters  and 
the  originals.  Not  all  important  differ- 
ences, certainly  ;  but  he  had  selected  two 
or  three  that  wonid  give  their  Lordships 
an  impression  how  very  different  might 
be  the  construction  lo  be  put  on  the 
letters  addressed  (o  him,  fiom  the  con- 
struction on  the  letters  in  the  Report.  In 
the  original  letter  addressed  by  Colonel 
Fairman  to  him,  there  was  a  passage 
running  thus — "  The  abject  slaves  of  a 
ferocious,  revolutionary,  and  subversive 
Press."  In  the  printed  copy  the  passage 
ran  thus  : — "  The  abject  slaves  of  a  fero- 
cious, sanguinary,  and  subversive  Press." 
Now  the  words  "  sanguinary  Press,"  were 
not  in  the  letter  addressed  to  him.  In  the 
original'  letter  the  words  ran  thus — "  Un- 
less men  of  influence  and  consideration 
immediately  step  forward  as  county  Grand 
Masters,"  whilst  in  the  printed  copy  the 
words  were—"  Unless  men  of  stanch  in- 
fluence would  immediately-  step  forward 
as  county  Grand  Masters."  This,  it  was 
trite,  was  not  a  very  material  difference  ; 
but  it  afforded  an  additional  proof  of  the 
species  of  correctness  which  had  been 
observed  in  the  getting  up  of  the  evidence 
contained  in  the  Report.  In  anoihsr 
instance,  the  words  contained  in  Colonel 
Fairman's  letter  were — "  In  proportion  to 
(he  increase  of  the  members  of  our  insti- 
tution the  defeat  of  the  Whigs  would  be 
rendered  more  certain  ;"  whilst  in  the 
printed  copy  the  words  were — "In  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  in  the  members  of 
our  institutions  the  defeat  of  the  seditious 
"Whigs  would  be  rendered  more  certain, 
Here,  it  would  be  observed,  that  the  ir 
oil  ct  ion  of  the  word  "  leditioua"  made 
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a  very  striking  and  very  important  difler- 
ence.  Surely  these  were  proofs  of  how 
far  any  thing  that  this  gentleman  had 
ever  written  or  brought  forward  could  be 
depended  upon.  There  were  not  less 
than  twenty  two  different  interlineations 
of  this  description.  He  asked  whether  ia 
any  Court  of  Justice  in  the  kingdom  evi- 
dence so  garbled  would  be  taken  as  con- 
clusive against  n  parly  accused  ?  Nay,  he 
would  ask  whether  such  evidence  would 
for  a  moment  be  entertained?  The 
Iwenly-two  differences  between  the  origi- 
nal tetters  and  the  printed  copies  were 
not  merely  differences  of  words,  but  differ- 
ences of  sentences.  The  structure  and 
meaning  of  whole  sentences  had  been 
changed.  He  would  read  to  their  Lord- 
ships the  first  letter  he  had  ever  received 
from  Colonel  Fairman.  It  was  dated  29th 
July,  1833,  and  began  thus:— "As  a 
stranger  to  your  Lordship  T  have' to  apo- 
logise for  this  freedom"  (this,  he  thought, 
was  suflicieot  to  establish  the  fact,  that 
up  to  the  date  of  this  letter — namely,  the 
Sgth  July,  1833,  he  (the  Marquess  of 
Londonderry)  knew  nothing  of  Colonel 
Fairman) — "  I  have  to  apologise  for  this 
freedom,  which  I  am  emboldened  to  take 
as  being  the  org'an  of  an  institution,  the 
Inst  report  of  whose  proceedings  I  have 
now  the  honour  of  inclosing  to  your 
Lordship."  Now  according  lo  the  best  of 
his  belief — speaking  upon  a  recollection 
of  circumstances  which  occurred  four 
years  ago — no  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  any  society  was  inclosed  in  this  letter. 
He  could  not  positively  remember,  but  to 
the  best  of  bis  belief  the  letter  contained 
no  inclosure.  Colonel  Fairman  continued 
— "  In  a  conversation  I  lately  bad  the 
honour  of  having  with  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  his  Royal  High- 
ness was  graciously  pleased  to  inform  me 
that  he  had  written  to  your  Lordship  a 
few  days  ago  on  the  subject,"  Now  he 
wished  to  say— and  he  begged  their  Lord- 
ships' particular  attention  to  tha  fact— • 
that  he  declared  upon  his  honour  as  a 
Peer,  that  from  the  lime  at  which  he  bad 
first  been  acquainted  with  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  up  lo  the 
moment  at  which  he  was  then  speaking, 
his  Royal  Highness  never  communicated 
to  him,  either  in  writing  or  verbally,  any 
one  circumstance  respecting  Orange  so- 
cieties. Orange  politics,  or  any  thing  con- 
nected with  Orangeism.  This  was  in 
strict  accordance  ?'ith  the  high  hononr 
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and  delicacy  of  that  illuatnoui  Prince, 
who  well  knew  what  his  feelings  had  been 
upon  the  Roman  Catholic  QuesUon  ;  and 
although  there  waa  hardly  any  other  po- 
litical qucBtioD  which  had  come  under 
diicuaaion  during  his  career  in  ParJiBinent 
upon  which  he  had  not  had  aome  com- 
munication with  his  Royal  Highness,  it  so 
happened  that  in  this  instance  of  the 
Orange  socieiies  no  communication  had 
been  made.  The  declaration  of  Colonel 
Pairman,  thererore,  that  he  (the  Marquess 
of  Londouderry)  had  heard  from  his  Royal 
Highness  upon  the  subject,  he  must  pro- 
nounce to  be  positively  erroneous.  The 
next  pragraph  of  Colonel  Fairman'e  letter 
was  m  these  words—"  As  this  (meaning 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  communica- 
tion) "  probably  might  arise  from  a  sug- 
gestion of  mine  lo  Lord  Kenyon,  who 
now  happens  to  be  in  town."  Now  as  the 
communication  bad  not  taken  place,  as 
nothing  had  been  saiti  to  him  upon  the 
subject  by  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  he  could  only  conclude 
that  ihe  object  of  the  writer  in  mentioning 
the  name  of  that  illustrious  Prince,  and 
describing  himself  as  having  been  ad- 
milted  to  a  private  conversation  with  him, 
was,  as  being  a  perfect  stranger  to  him 
(the  Marquess  of  Londonderry),  to  give  a 
notion  of  his  importance,  and  to  convey 
an  idea  of  the  confidence  he  enjoyed. 
Tha  letter  proceeded — 

"A*  ibis  probably  might  arise  from  a  sug- 
gestion of  mine  lo  Lord  Kenyon,  who  now 
happens  lo  be  in  town,  I  am  induced  to  be 
more  explicit  than  perhaps  I  otherwise  should 
have  been.  With  Mr,  Wright,  of  Sunderland, 
who  was  recently  in  London,  I  had  some  con- 
versation on  the  frreai  advantages  that  might 
resnlt  from  an  eiteniion  of  such  a  society  at 
this  conjnnclure.  Conceiving  its  principles  to 
be  strictly  in  unison  with  thoss  entertained  by 
your  I^ordibip,  in  Ihe  course  of  our  communi. 
cations  your  name  was  introduced,  when  that 
gentlemaa  said,  if  the  matter  were  taken  up 
with  spirit  by  you,  the  whole  district  would 
follow  the  example,  and  cheerfully  join  such 
an  aisociatioii.  To  ui^e  it  might  be  political 
for  yonr  Lordship  to  do  so,  in  a  personal 
sense,  would  be  lo  offer  you  a  very  ill  com- 
pliment ;  but  to  contemplate  it,  as  shall  pre- 
sently be  made  lo  appear,  in  a  patrioti 


would  perhaps  feel  inclined  to  establish  Lodges 
among  themielfes,  which  might  operate  as  an 
(ddtiional  sdmulus  to  Ibeit  loyalty,  and  would 
likewise  prove  a  partial  check  against  their 
entering  into  cabals  hereafter,  no  less  to  ihe 
preserration  of  piivale  pn>pertj>  than  to  tUat 


of  the  public  peace.  Knowing  that  your  Lord- 
ship has  firmness  to  espouse  the  cause  you 
approve,  on  this  occasion  I  address  you  with 
the  less  reserve.  When  the  allar  and  the 
lb  rone  are  alike  assailed — when  infidelity  and 
treason  are  boldly  avowed— when  a  republic 
and  a  lord- protector  aie  confidently  spoken  of 
— when,  indeed,  we  have  a  Popish  Cabinet 
and  democralical  Ministry,  who,  having  given 
birth  to  a  monster  they  can  no  longer  conlrol, 
are  now  alarmed  at  their  own  popularity,  and 
are  the  abject  slaves  of  a  ferocious,  revo- 
lutionary, and  subversive  press,  liltle  short  of 
a  miracle  can  work  the  salvation  of  our  once 
happy  country  1  It  behores  us,  nevertheless, 
to  exercise  our  energies,  and  by  measures  at 
once  prompt  and  vigorous,  to  stem  the  lorrent 
that  threatens  la  overwhelm  us.  fiy  a  rapid 
augmenlalion  of  our  physical  force,  we  might 
be  able  to  assume  a  boldness  of  attitude  which 
should  command  the  respect  of  our  Jaco- 
binical rulers.  What  the  Catholics  and  the 
Unionists  have  achieved  by  agitalion  and  cla- 
moor  in  a  factious  cause,  we  might  then  be 
enabled  lo  effect  in  a  righteous  one.  If  we 
prove  not  too  strong  for  such  a  Government 
as  the  present  is,  such  a  Government  will  soon 
prove  loo  strong  for  us ;  some  arbitrary  slep 
would  be  taken  in  this  case  for  the  snipensioa 
of  our  meetings.  Hence  the  necessity  of  our 
laying  aside  that  non-resistance,  that  passive 
obedience,  which  has  hitherto  been  religiously 
enforced  lo  our  own  discomfiture.  The  bravo 
Orangemen  of  Ireland  rescued  their  country 
from  rebellion,  and  Iheir  gallant  brethren  in 
England  would  as  heroically  redeem  Iheir 
own  from  such  perils.  On  the  one  hand  we 
have  had  minor  difficulties  to  contend  with, 
and  less  danger  to  surmount,  though  on  Ihe 
other  hand  we  have  not  had  the  same  en- 
couragement, and  an  equal  share  of  support 
from  the  higher  orders.  We  have  Lodges  at 
Newcastle,  Shields,  Darlinglon,  and  round 
about,  but  they  are  merely  trunks,  wilhouL 
heads.  Unless  meu  of  stanch  influence  end 
consideration  would  immediately  step  forward 
as  county  Grand  Masters  (I  speak  advisedly), 
it  is  of  no  manner  of  use  for  the  classes  in 
humble  life  lo  ainemble  for  such  purposes. 
The  field  is  now  open  lo  your  Lordship— the 
post  of  honour  is  exclusively  your  own.  If, 
then,  yonr  Lordship  would  but  profit  of  it, 
you  would  deserve  weU  of  this  country,  while 
at  such  a  crisis-you  would  confer  fresh  cotifl- 
dence  on  your  own.  In  a  long  conversation 
T  had  yesterday  with  Lord  Longford,  he  in- 
limaled  that  llie  brethren  of  Ireland  were 
determined  to  resist  all  attempts  the  Liberals 
might  make  to  put  ihem  down ;  at  the  same 
time  reproaching  us  for  our  lameness,  in  not 
affording  an  aid  commeosurale  with  the  evils 
by  which  we  were  menaced.  In  proportion 
to  an  increase  in  Ihe  members  of  our  institu- 
tion,  the  defeat  of  the  seditions  Whigs  will  be 
rendered  more  certain.  Should  your  Lordship 
feel  disposed  to  entertain  views  similar  to  my 
own,  the  Deputy  Grand  Mutei  of  England  if 
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To  this  Ulter  b>  did  not  dswa  ao  im- 
mediate  reply  neceaurj,  bat  in  ihe  eoone 
or  two  or  three  dayi  he  receiTed  another 
letter,  which  was  in  these  lerrai  :— 

••  C«»Mn-n>w,W«tBiinMar.  SOthJnl;,  lUt. 

«  Mt  Lord  Hiiquku — io  ny  letter  of  Si^ 
turda;  I  omitted  to  muition  tbet  wa  have  the 
tniliury  with  u*  u  Tar  u  they  ub  at  libenj  to 
avow  their  priactplMaadMntiioeotii  bntiince 
the  lameoled  death  of  ifae  Duke  of  YoA,  eveiy 
impedimeDt  bat  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  iheir 
holding  a  Lodge.  The  tame  obterration  that 
wai  applied  10  Uie  collier*  migbt  be  allaahed  to 
the  loldiarj.  As  OiangeucD,  there  would  be 
an  additional  leoDrity  Tor  their  allegianoe  and 
unallaiable  fidelity  in  timet  like  iha  prcient, 
wbeo  TeTolulionaiy  writen  are  ilhTing  to  tlir 
them  up  to  open  tedilion  and  matiny.  Id  tiea- 
paiiing  tbut  upon  the  atleiition  of  your  Lord- 
ship, I  am  not  so  pretumptuous  at  to  tuppote 
tbal  anything  urged  by  me  could  ioflusDce  your 
conduct ;  but  nod  en  landing  the  Duka  of  Cnnt' 
barland  has  eommunidted  with  yonr  Lordihip 
on  this  snbjacl,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  pul  you  in 
poitetiioB  of  certain  facts,  with  which  yoo 
might  not  be  acquainted. 

"  1  have  tlie  honour  to  be, 

"  my  Lord  Marqueat, 
"  Vour  Lordship's  very  respeotful  and 
"  obedient  servant, 

«  W.  B.  Fai»M*»." 

"  To  the  Marqoeia  of  Londondany." 

When  this  second  letter  came  to  hand, 
he  thought  it  neceaiary  that  ha  thould  re- 
ply ;  and  when  he  recollected  the  period  at 
which  thii  carreipondence  took  place,  and 
what  hii  feelinn  at  that  time  were — when 
he  Tenembered  the  violent  ineaaurea  which 
were  in  agitation  and  in  the  course  of  adop- 
tion—when he  remembered  the  Birmingham 
Union,  the  Political  Unions,  andtheTrades 
Unions  which  were  formed  in  every  part  of 
the  kingdom— when  he  remembered  the 
attacks  which  were  made  in  this  town,  on 
the  houses  of  persons  who  were  opposed  to 
reform— when  he  remembered  inat  even 
the  peraons  of  such  individuals  were  not 
safe — when  all  these  things  pressed  upon 
hii  recollection,  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
■ayiDg,  that  he  did  feel  that  if  it  were  pos- 
sible to  establish  loyal  associations  to  coun- 
teract the  effect  of  those  of  a  liberal  and 
democratic  character,  it  would  in  every 
way  be  a  thin^  most  desirable  to  attain. 
With  this  feeling;  strong  upon  his  mind,  he 
gave  to  Colonel  Fairman  a  fair  and  honest 
answer.  Ha  (the  Marqeeu  of  London- 
derry]  had  not  retained  a  copy  of  that  let- 
ter, and  in  consequence  had  been  obliged, 
through  the  medium  of  a  private  rriend,  to 


apply  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Hume) 
by  whom  it  bad  been  ijooted  in  tba  other 
House,  for  a  copy  of  it.  This  the  hon. 
Oentlemaa  had  consented  to  give,  and  he 
was  thus  enabled  to  read  it  to  their  Lord- 
ahipB.     It  was  in  these  terms: — 

"  Wynyard  Park,  August  a,  tast, 

"  Sia — I  am  honoured  with  your  two  com- 
munications of  the  S91h  and  30th  oil.  You 
do  me  only  justice  in  believiog  that  I  would 
most  willingly  embrace  every  opportunity,  and 
do  all  in  my  power  to  eipoute  the  cause  and 
establish  the  insiitntions  you  allude  to,  in  diit 
part  of  the  kingdom." 

When  he  expressed  his  readiness  to  fa- 
cilitate, as  far  as  possible,  the  establiah- 
inent  of  the  ipstitutions  alluded  to,  be 
never  contemplated  them  in  tlie  shape  of 
secret  societies.  If  it  had  been  his  iotea- 
tion  to  introduce  Orange  societies  into  the 
north  of  England,  he  would  naturally  have 
Grst  made  himself  master  of  the  details  of 
such  societies.  He  would  have  attended 
the  Orange  societies  in  London,  and  have 
taken' care  to  have  bad  himself  r^ularly 
and  properly  initiated  aa  an  Orangeman. 
But  he  had  done  nothing  of  the  kind  ;  and 
when  he  talked  of  lending  his  aid  to  estab- 
lish institutions  in  the  north,  he  meant  only 
to  establish  institutions  of  such  a  nature 
and  character  as  should  unite  the  loyal  and 
well-disposed  part  of  the  population  in  op- 
position to  those  who  were  carried  away  oj 
the  democratic  spirit  of  the  day.  In  his 
letter,  in   reply   to  Colonel  FairtnaD,  he 

"  But  tha  present  state  of  liberal  Whig  foal- 
ing in  this  very  Whig  couoty,  and  the  very  re- 
fractory and  insubotdinaifl  state  of  the  piimea, 
entirely  preclude  tha  possLbiliiy  of  successfitl 
eSbtti  at  tbii  juncture.  I  have  had  a  full  con- 
versation and  communication  with  Lord  Ken- 
yon  on  all  this  matter,  who  has  been  io  my 
house  these  last  two  dayi,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
be  will  convince  bis  Uoyal  Highneit,  as  well 
as  yourself,  that  the  pitsent  moment  is  not  tba 
time  when  the  object  can  be  forwarded, 

"  I  will  lose  no  opportunity  of  embracing 
any  opening  that  may  arise ;  and 

"  I  have  tbe  honour  lo  be.  Sir, 

"  Your  vary  obedient  servant, 
(Signed]  "Vaita  LoxnoanLaaT." 

He  thought  that  the  way  in  which  he 
there  mentioned  the  conversation  he  had 
had  with  Lord  Kenyon,  who  was  then  stay- 
ing at  his  house  for  a  few  days  lo  enjoy  Uie 
company  of  a  common  friend  of  thaira,  tbe 
late  Bishop  of  Durham,  mfibrded  another 
pretty  strong  proof  that  previous  to  that 
time  he  had  had  no  commanication  iipon  the 
■nbjeGtwithhii  Royal  HigfaneistbaUnkeof 
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Cumberland.  If  such  had  been  the  Tact, 
nas  it  likely  that  he  should  have  requested 
Lord  KeoyoD  to  communicate  bo  and  bo  to 
his  Royal  Highness?  Shortly  afterhe  had 
written  this  letter  to  Colonel  Fairtnan,  he 
called  upon  Mr,  Wright,  of  Sunderland, 
a  solicitor  of  great  respectability,  and  a  man 
of  very  considerable  ability,  to  ascertain 
the  nature  of  the  conversation  which  had 
taken  place  between  him  and  Colonel  Fair- 
man,  and  aUo  to  learn  what  his  views  and 
feelings  upon  the  subject  were.  Finding 
that  Mr.  Wright's  name  had  been  alluded 
to  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Hume)  who 
brougbt  forward  the  subject  of  Orange 
Lodges  in  the  other  House  the  other  even- 
ing, he  (the  MarqueBs  of  Londonderry) 
immediately  wrote  to  that  gentleman,  and 
he  would  presently  read  to  their  Lordships 
the  answer  he  had  received.  In  the  mean 
time  he  might  observe,  1  hat  up  to  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Reform  Act  Mr.  Wright  had  been 
a  great  friend  to  Reform,  Since  that  time, 
however,  seeing  to  what  an  extent  it  was 
proposed  to  carry  out  the  principle  of  in- 
novation and  change  in  all  our  inscilutions, 
Mr.Wright  conceived  that  the  best  interests 
of  the  country  were  endangered,  and,  in 
consequence,  like  many  other  wise  and 
prudent  men,  had  become  a  Conservative. 
The  letter  which  be  addressed  to  Mr. 
Wiight,  was  dated  Feb,  26,  1B36,  and 
was  in  these  terms : — 

"Dsia  Sib— You  will  tee  Mr.  Hume's 
speech  on  Orange  societies.  He  has  brought 
forward  a  letter,  in  which  allusion  is  made  to 
some  conversation  Colonel  TairmBn  had  with 
yon  ■■  to  tha  establishing  Orange  Lodges 
amoDgsl  the  pitmen.  Pray  do  me  the  favour  to 
iufonn  me  in  writing  wheiaer  jroii  ever  cammu- 
nicRted  the  substance  of  that  cnnversalion  to 
me;  also  if  I  ever  had  any  conversation  or 
communication  with  you  whatever  on  the  sutv 
ject  of  establisliing  Orange  Lodges  amongst  the 
pitmen,  either  at  that  or  any  lubseqaent 
time  i" 

Mr,  Wright's  letter  in  reply  was  dated 

Feb.  28lh,  only  two  days  after,  and  was 

in  these  terms : — 

*■  Mr  De*x  Loki>— I  had  the  honour  of  re* 

ig  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  36th  intt. 

'    "  oquiries,  I  beg 


and 


in  reply  to  your  Lordshi[ 
tate  that  t  never  had  any 


Colonel  Fairman  on  the  subject  of  the  estah. 
liShmentof  Orange  Lodges  amongst  the  pitmen, 
with  whom,  as  your  Lordship  knows,  I  am  id 
no  manner  acquainted ;  nor  do  1  undantand  by 
the  letter  read  by  Mr.  Hume,  in  his  speecb  in 
which  my  name  is  mentioned,  thai  any  conver- 
■atioa  with  me  as  to  the  pitmen,  is  alleged  by 
Colonel  Fairman  to  have  taken  place,    ( recoU 
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lect  the  time  at  which  Colonel  Fairman  (to 
whom  I  was  introduced  in  June'or  July,  1888) 
spoke  to  me  of  the  public  advantage  ha  eoo- 
caived  would  result  from  the  eitafaliihment  of 
Orange  Lodges  in  Sunderland ;  and  he  asked 
me  if  your  Lordship  bad  much  influence  in  tliat 
town  ?  1  expressed  my  opinion  that  your 
Lordship  had  much  influence  in  Sunderland  j 
tint  I  doubted  the  necessity  of  establishing 
Orange  Lodges  there.  It  is  possible  it  may  have 
escaped  your  LoTdship's  recoUeclion;  but  I 
remember  in  August,  1333,  I  was  at  Wynyard 
Park,  on  a  visit  to  your  Lordship,  the  very  day 
Lord  Kenvon  left,  and  on  the  fallowing  day 
your  Lordship  mentioned  to  roe  that  you  had 
received  letters  from  Colonel  Fairman,  solicit- 
ing ynur  aid  in  (he  establishment  of  Orange 
LcHJges  in  the  north  of  England,  and  that  you 
had  written  him  an  answer  declining  to  intcrftr* 
in  the  matter.  1  am  certaio  this  is  the  only 
conversation  your  Lordship  and  I  ever  had 
upon  the  subject  of  Orange  Lodges,  and  know, 
both  from  the  manner  in  which  your  Lordship 
expressed  yourself  ou  that  occasion,  and  from 
your  never  having  alluded  to  the  subject  in  con- 
versation with  me  since,  that  you  never  enter- 
tained the  idea  of  establishing  Orange  Lodges  in 
the  north  of  England.  It  is,  however,  ooly 
justice  to  Colonel  Fairman  to  say,  that  in  all  hit 
coo  vena  lion  with  me  he  appeared  to  be  a  gen- 
tleman totally  opposite  in  character  to  one  who 
could  entertain  any  treasonable  designs,  and 
a  person  incapable  of  uttering  the  eipressions 
which  I  see  by  the  newspapers  an  attributed 

This,  be  thought,  was  a  pretty  strong  cor- 
roboration of  what  he  (the  Marquess  of 
Londondern)  had  already  staled  as  to  the 
course  he  nad  taken  upon  the  subject. 
The  third  letter  he  received  from  Colonel 
Fairman  was  dated  Atkinson's  Hotel,  Glas- 
gow, October  3d,  1833,  and  its  only 
object  was  to  inform  him  (the  Mari^ness  of 
Londonderry)  that  a  grand  Conservative 
dinner  was  to  take  place  at  Glasgow,  and 
to  reouest  him  to  attend  it.  The  writer 
added — "  I  am  now  upon  my  way  to  the 
Duke  of  Gordon's,  where  an  answer  from 
your  Lordship  will  reach  me,  which  I  will 
lose  no  time  in  communicating  to  the  Se- 
cretary." To  this  letter,  as  far  as  he  could 
remember,  he  replied,  that  he  should  have 
the  greatest  satisfaction  in  attending  the 
meeting  at  Glasgow,  and  he  believed  bs 
wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Gordon  at  the  lame 
time,  or  about  ihe  same  time,  to  say  that 
he  was  desirous  to  use  every  effort  in  his 
power  to  organize  loyal  and  constitutionat 
Bssociations  to  counteract  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  the  baneful  influence  of  the 
Liberal  and  Radical  associatioas  which  had 
became  so  general  in  every  part  of  the  king- 
do  m^-auocUt  lOn*  which  the  GoverDment 
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of  tbe  day  refuied  to  put  down.  He  (the 
MarquCMOf  Londonderry)  had  called  upon 
tbe  Doble  Eari,  who  then  picttded  at  the 
head  of  the  Government,  to  take  BOiae 
■lepa  for  the  suppression  of  these 
ations;  but  tna  onljr  aniwer  he  cculd 
obtain  was,  that  thej  would  subside  by 
themselves.  Finding;,  from  this  short  reply, 
tfaat  nothing  was  to  be  done  to  put  down 
these  associations,  be  thought  be  should 
only  be  acting  in  the  upright  feeling  of  a 
loyal  subject  if  be  endeavoured  to  meet  ihe 
system  of  organisation  which  had  been 
commenced  on  the  one  side,  by  establish- 
ing a  similar  system  on  the  other.  As  the 
letters  he  had  read — which  were  all  that 
had  ever  passed  between  him  and  Colonel 
Fairman— were  dated  in  the  years  1833 
and  1S33,  he  thoughtthat  their  Lordships, 
and  even  the  noble  Viscount  (Melbourne) 
opposite  would  admit,  thai  there  could  be 
no  possible  connexion  between  them  and 
tbe  alleged  project  for  altering  the  succes~ 
aion  to  the  throne,  which  was  not  supposed 
to  have  been  entered  into  until  the  year 
1835.  He  thought  that  the  noble  Vis- 
count  would  admit,  that  ibis  part  of  tbe 
case  was  quite  clear  with  respecl  to  the 
variations  between  the  original  letters  and 
those  read  in  tbe  House  of  Commons ; 
supposing  Colonel  Fairman  to  have  been 
guilty  of  these  insccuracies— supposing 
the  inaccuracies  themselves  were  appa- 
rent, there  was  still  auother  circumstance 
of  a  more  important  cliaracter  for  their 
Lordships  to  consider.  He  asked  their 
Lordships  what  they  would  think  of  an  in- 
dividual who  had  got  these  private  letters 
and  these  private  answers  into  his  posses- 
sion, to  be  produced — not  at  the  moment 
of  his  obtainmg  tbem — but  at  some  other 
convenient  opportunity'!!  Colonel  Fair- 
man's  letters  were  produced,  he  supposed, 
by  the  orderof  tbe  House  of  Commons,  on 
the  inquiry  before  tbe  Committee  appointed 
by  that  House  to  investigate  the  Report 
of  Orsnge  societies;  but  their  Lordships 
would  obseirre,  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Uiddlesex,  in  his  statement  on  that  subject 
a  short  time  since,  in  the  other  House, 
declared  that  be  had  only  obtained  nos- 
session  of  his  (the  Marquess  of  London- 
derry's) reply  to  those  letters  a  few  hours 
before  he  went  down  to  Ihe  House  and 
Opened  the  debate.  Now  he  begged  their 
Lordships  to  look  a  little  to  the  facts.  Tt 
was  fortunate,  perhaps,  that  the  Member 
for  Middlesex  did,  under  any  circam- 
tUmtn,  fit  that  letter  ofbiR  into  his  pos- 
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session:  because,  otherwise,  supposing 
that  there  had  been  no  answer  to  Colonel 
Fairman's  letter,  the  hon.  Member  in  bis 
usual  liberal  manner  might  have  said, 
"Oh  I  here  is  the  proposition  made  to 
Lord  Londonderry,  but  there  is  no  answer, 
and,  therefore,  of  course.  Lord  London- 
derry has  assented  and  agreed  to  all  the 
propositions  which  Colonel  Fairman  laid 
before  him."  By  guod  fortune,  there- 
fore, not  by  the  base  and  atrocious  con- 
duct of  some  one  or  other,  this  letter  of  bis 
had  come  up ;  and  as  the  Member  for 
Middlesex  had  read  a  portion  of  it  on  a 
former  occasion  in  another  place,  he  (Lord 
Londonderry)  had  felt  compelled  to  trouble 
their  Lordships  with  the  whole  of  it  that 
evening.  But  he  asked  their  Lordships 
how  it  was  possible  that  that  letter  coald 
have  got  into  the  hon.  Gentleman's  pos- 
session ?  Now,  he  would  put  a  ca»e  to 
the  noble  Viscount  (Viscount  .Melbourne) 
similar  in  all  respects  to  that  which  had 
occurred  between  him  and  Colonel  Fairman. 
A  great  deal  of  mystery  hung  over  the  pro- 
duction of  the  letter  of  which  the  Member 
for  Middlesex  got  possession  at  so  very 
opportune  a  moment.  He  could  not  char^ 
Colonel  Fairman  with  having  delivered  up 
to  his  (the  Marquess  of  Londonderry's) 
poliiical  enemies  what  he  had  written  to 
him  privately;  but  yet,  by  some  strange 
circumstance  or  other,  a  letter  which  he 
had  so  written  to  him  privately,  at  the  end 
of  four  years,  was  for  the  first  time  brought 
to  light  at  the  very  moment  it  was  wanted 
by  the  Member  for  Middlesex.  He  would 
now  put  his  case  to  the  noble  Viscount 
(Viscount  Melbourne),  who  though  not 
Grand  Master  of  an  Orange  Lodge,  was 
Grand  Master  of  the  British  Government, 
with  a  Deputy  Grand  Master,  under  whose 
dominion  he  feared  he  was  too  mnch 
placed.  As  Grand  Master  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  noble  Viscount  of  course  would 
have  ft  Secretary,  Now  that  Secretaij 
might  be  a  very  clever  fellow,  but  he  might 
also  be  a  very  deep  one — he  might  be 
an  admirable  writer— he  might  write  hi 
the  noble  Viscount's  name — he  might  re> 
ceive  answers  to  letters  so  written,  and 
keep  them  In  his  own  possession — he 
might  write  philippics  in  the  newspapers 
against  the  noble  Viscount's  political  ad- 
versaries—all these  things  he  might  do; 
but  in  the  end  it  might  turn  oat  that  tbe 
Secretary  had  deceived  the  noble  Viscount 
very  much,  and  on  any  slight  difference 
between  them,  be  might  JeKrt  tb«  Robl« 
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Viscount,  and  having  certain  letters  in  hit 
possession,  might,  ^ur  years  afterwards, 
place  those  letters  in  the  hands  of  one  o( 
the  noble  Viscount's  political  oppooents  to 
be  used  in  debateagaiiisthim.  Supposing, 
foriDBtance,lhaihe(theMarquese  of  London- 
derry), one  of  the  noble  Viscount's  pohtical 
opponents,  had  got  hold  of  a  number  of 
his  private  letters  surreptitiously,  by  pur- 
chase or  otherwise,  what  would  (heir  Lord- 
ships think  of  him  if  he  came  into  that 
HouM  and  read  those  private  letters  with- 
out giving  the  noble  Viscount  any  notice 
that  he  was  going  to  do  so — without  giving 
him  the  means  in  any  shape  of  showing 
how  he  had  been  deceived,  and  upon  the 
strength  of  particular  passages  contained 
in  those  letters,  drew  insinuations  or 
founded  charges  against  the  noble  Vis- 
count? Whatwould  their  Lordships  think 
of  him  if  he  were  to  take  such  a  course? 
Why,  they  would  treat  him  with  alt  the 
contempt  and  ignominy  which  such  a  pro- 
ceeding would  deserve.  How,  then,  was 
anch  conduct  to  be  defended  in  others? 
Would  the  noble  Viscount  get  up  in  that 
House  to  vindicate  the  conduct  of  his 
partisans — those  to  whom  he  owed  his 
political  existence?  It  was  to  be  observed 
that  this  was  not  a  solitary  instance  of 
groundless  accusations  being  brought 
against  Conservative  Peers.  A  simi' 
license  had  been  permitted  to  another 
dividual.  He  understood  that  in  his  o 
particular  instance  a  sort  of  joint  stock 
affair  was  made  of  it  between  the  hon. 
Member  for  Middlesex  and  the  learned 
Member  for  Dublin.  These  were  the  ac- 
knowledged friends  of  the  Government. 
"He  said,  therefore,  that  the  noble  Viscount 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  was  bound 
to  tell  the  House  whether  be  approved  ' 
this  mode  of  attack  upon  individual  chara 
ter — whether  he  thought  it  honourable- 
whether  he  thought  it  did  his  Governme 
credit.  If  he  were  to  look  at  the  animut 
of  the  attack,  he  should  think  that  it  was 
a  good  deal  connected  with  an  arrow 
which  some  time  since  was  shot  from  the 
same  quiver,  when  the  attention  of  the 
other  House  was  called  to  the  part  which 
he  (the  Marquess  of  Londonderry)  had 
taken  at  the  great  loyal  and  Protestant 
assembly  which  took  place  in  the  north  of 
Ireland  in  18:14.  He  gloried  in  the  part 
he  took  on  that  occnslon  ;  but  what  was 
'  the  consequence?  Prom  thnt  time  forth 
'  he  was  a  marked  man,  and  the  object  of 
-  the  grossest  and  most  malignant  attacks, 
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ever  and  again  repeated,  in  the  other 
House  of  Parliament.  It  was  impossible, 
indeed,  that  the  malignity  of  those  attacks 
could  be  surpassed  by  anything  except  the 
boast  which  was  made  of  their  success  in 
Ireland.  Such  was  the  treatment  of  those 
who  honestly  upheld  the  loyal  and  Protestant 
interest  in  that  country.  And  thus  again 
it  happened,  that  the  discussion  of  the 
Orange  Lodge  question  was  not  the  only 
object  contemplated  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Middlesex  when  he  brought  forward 
his  motion  in  the  other  House.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  determination,  if  possible, 
to  get  rid  of  Orange  societies,  was  fixed  in 
the  minds  of  Ministers  previous  to  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Hume — previous  to  that 
hon.  Gentleman's  moving  on  the  subject 
at  all;  hut  he  believed  that  in  the  minds 
of  that  bon.  Gentleman  and  of  some  others 
with  whom  the  Government  was  asso- 
ciated, there  was  mixed  up  with  a  deiire 
to  debate  the  Orange  Lodge  question,  a 
strong  desire  to  attack  some  of  the  noble 
Lords  who  sat  in  that  House.  It  belonged 
to  him,  and  it  belonged  to  the  noble  Vis- 
count opposite  to  stand  up  and  vindicate 
the  Peers.  Coupling  the  attacks  made  by 
the  learned  Member  for  Dublin  on  that 
branch  of  the  legislature,  with  what  was 
brought  forward  by  the  Member  for  Mid- 
dlesex the  other  night,  he  begged  to  ask 
distinctly  whether  the  noble  Viscount  did 
not  feel  that  this  combination  between 
these  two  individuals  was  intended  to  go  a 
little  further  than  the  mere  Orange  ques- 
tion ?  He  hoped  that  the  noble  Viscount 
(Viscount  Melbourne)  would  express  his 
approbation  or  disapprobation  oF  such  lan- 
guage at  that  which  he  was  about  to  read- 
language  attributed,  by  the  ordinary  chan- 
nels of  information,  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Middlesex — "  I  must  consider  the 
Lords  aa  destitute  of  a  fellow-feeling  for 
their  countrymen,  aa  out  of  the  pale  of 
general  society.  The  time  is  come  when 
this  is  the  universal  conviction  of  the  com* 
munity.  I  am  ready  to  repeat  the  asser- 
tion. This  state  of  things  cannot  last 
long.  The  people  are  opposed  to  the 
Loi^s;  the  intelligence  and  respectability 
of  the  country  are  against  them.  This  is 
my  conviction."  When  the  hon.  Member 
for  Middlesex  made  those  remarks,  he 
must  have  forgotten  the  recent  elections 
for  Northamptonshire  and  several  other 
parts  of  the  country,  where  the  people 
had  elected  the  very  persons  who  were 
anxious  to  retain  the  British  Constitution 
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but  from  K  coQScIentioui  conviction  that 
the  position  in  whicli  Ireland  itood  Kt  tbjg 
inamenl  wu  of  a  highly  dangerous  de- 
Bcription,  and  if  the  present  policy  were 
puniued,  wonld  be  fatal  to  the  intereata  of 
both  countries.  Let  it  not  be  auppoaed 
that  he  spoke  alone  from  hia  own  feeble 
Rtid  imperfecl  judgment  upon  that  point. 
He  had  received  information  from  Ireland, 
from  one  of  the  best  men  in  that  country  ; 
the  noble  Viscount  seemed  the  other 


in  the  ahape  at  vbich  it  at  preaent  exiated. 
The  faneral  development  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Middlesex'a  speech  in  the 
other  House  of  Parliament  was  by  no 
Dteans  received  in  the  way  in  which  that 
bon.  Member  expected ;  but  he  had  been 
informed  that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  did 
nothing  but  cheer.  Tie  must  conclude, 
therefore,  that  the  whole  affair  was  backed 
up,  approved,  and  applauded  by  them.  It 
was  therefore  the  more  necessary  for  him 
to  take  his  stand  in  that  House,  and  en- 
deavour to  extort  from  his  Majesty's 
Ministers,  which  he  hoped  and  trusted  ne 
should  do,  a  declaration  of  tiie  mode  and 
manner  in  which  the  whole  subject  was 
brought  forward.  He  could  not  sit  down 
without  saying  a  few  words  upon  the 
subject  of  the  suppression  of  Orange  so- 
cieties in  Ireland.  His  Majesty  having 
been  pleased  to  take  the  advice  of  his 
Ministers  and  of  the  Commons  upon  that 
sabject,  God  forbid  that  he  should  say 
anything  calculated  to  breed  dissatisfaC' 
tion  or  discontent!  But  let  the  noble 
Lords  opposite,  and  let  the  Government 
seriously  refisct  how  much  the  success  of 
their  new  policy  must  depend  upon  the 
exertions  of  hii  noble  Friend,  the  noble 
Earl  ^Roden)  near  him.  He  begged  those 
noble  Lords  aod  the  Government  to  re- 
member what  the  FrotestaoU  of  Ulster 
did  in  1834.  He  trusUd  in  God  that  the 
measure  might  be  successful,  and  thi 
might  lead  to  the  establishment  of  that 
sort  of  union  in  Ireland,  without  which  he 
believed  in  his  conscience  Ireland  would 
not  long  remain  attached  to  the  British 
Crown.  But  as  the  noble  Viscount  hsd 
been  so  strenuous  and  so  prompt 
putting  down  one  party,  let  him  asa 
whether  he  would  use  the  eserlions— 
whether  he  would  employ  the  same  power 
to  put  down  Radicalism?  Dared  the 
noble  Viscount  to  take  such  a  course? — 
Dared  he  to  shake  off  the  iocubus  which 
weighed  upon  him  now,  depressing  his 
energies  and  warping  his  power?  Let  the 
noble  Viscount  come  down  with  such  a 
declaration,  and  fae  might  depend  upon  it 
that  he  would  meet  with  firm  and  honest 
supporters  on  that  side  of  the  House. — 
Though  of  late  he  and  the  noble  Viscount 
bad  been  deeply  opposed  in  political 
opinions,  yet  remembering  old  and  intimate 
associations,  and  knowing  the  honourable 
and  candid  miad  of  the  noble  Viscount, 
he  declared  it  was  not  from  any  party 
feeling  that  he  made  Ibis  appeal  to  faiui, 


light  to  treat  what  he  had  said  witb  a  aort 
ifslight,  because,  he  supposed,  it  was 
not  substantiated,  he  should  beg  leere, 
before  he  sat  down,  to  read  a  letter  whkb 
he  had  that  very  day  received  from  Ire- 
land, It  was  an  interesting  letter,  for  it 
proceeded  from  a  man  whose  superior  in- 
tegrity or  intelligence  he  challenged  aoy 
one  to  produce.  The  letter  which  the  noble 
Marquess  read  was  as  follows : — "  The 
gratuitous  insult  put  upon  the  Orangemen 
in  Ireland  by  the  exclusive  introduction  of 
that  body  iuto  the  address  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  at  the  dictation  of  a  well- 
known  individual,  has  been  itrongly  felt 
in  Ireland ;  and  some  unwise  and  thought- 
less young  men  who  had  assembled  in  the 
Grand  Orange  Lodge  have  injudiciously 
passed  a  vote  of  censure  on  the  occasion  : 
but,  you  may  rest  assured,  that  the  good 
sense  of  the  body  at  large  will  prevail, 
and  that  the  Orange  institution  will  be  dia> 
solved."  Such  were  the  principles  and 
such  was  the  practice  of  Orangemeit. 
They  considered  the  expressed  Wish  of 
(he  Sovereign,  solemnly  delivered,  as 
binding  upon  them  as  a  law ;  and  he  was 
authoritea  to  state  the  fact  to  their  Lord- 
ships, and  draw  a  comparison  between 
the  conduct  oF  the  Orangemen  and  the 
conduct  on  former  occasions  of  their  op- 

Sonents.  When  his  Majesty's  preaent 
linisters  came  into  power,  he  had  de- 
clared that  he  entertaiited  much  mora 
apprehension  of  danger  to  the  Protesraot 
interest  in  Ireland  ^om  the  use  which 
would  be  made  of  the  royal  prerogative 
in  that  country,  than  from  any  positive 
legislative  measure.  His  view  had  been 
borne  out  by  the  result.  At  that  very 
moment  a  severe  penal  code  was  enforced 
in  Ireland  against  the  Protestants;  and 
those  atone  were  appointed  to  6tl  offices 
of  dignity  who  were  political  Papists;  and 
religiously  intolerant.  He  had  always 
maintained  that  Catholics  ought  not  to 
be  excluded  from  office  any  more  than 
Protestants,    But  was  Ireland  to  be  now 
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placed  in  Bucb  a  Bitnalion  that  tbou  who 
bad  been  Orangemen,  aad  who  might 
therefore  be  deemed  ultra  ProtestantB, 
vere  never  to  bold  office,  but  trere  tobfl 
passed  over  without  notice  by  Govern- 
ment ?  ir  that  was  the  course  to  be  pur- 
sued, it  would  be  pursued  in  direct  con- 
tradiction of  ihe  general  principles  on 
which  tliey  bad  asserted  the  eligibility  of 
Catholics  to  civil  offices.  The  noble 
Marquess  concluded  by  saying,  that  he 
was  very  grateful  to  their  Lordships  for 
tbe  attention  with  which  they  had  Itslened 
to  him  while  he  had  endeavoured  to  ex- 
press his  sentiments  on  the  subject,  and 
to  exculpate  other  noble  Lords  as  well 
as  himself  from  the  charges  which, 
by  the  most  base,  disgraceful,  scaadaloui, 
and  unworthy  meant,  hod  been  prepared 
against  them. 

Viscount  Jlfeliov me  believed  there  could 
be  no  possible  objection  lo  the  noble  Lord's 
motion,  and  not  intending  to  oppose,  he 
should  have-  wished,  befora  addressing 
their  I^ordsbips ,  to  have  heard  all  that 
could  have  been  urged  on  the  subject 
which  the  noble  Marquess  had  brought 
undei  theii  Lordships'  attention,  especially 
W  he  understood  some  objections  were  to 
have  been  made  to  the  course  which  his 
Majesty's  Government  had  taken  in  refer- 
ence to  that  subject.  But  be  felt  himself 
bound  at  once  to  say  something  in  refer- 
ence to  what  bad  fallen  from  the  noble 
Lord  in  a  speech  which  was  of  a  disorderly 
character,  for  the  greater  part  of  it  con- 
sisted in  allusions  to  tbo  proceedings  in 
tbe  other  House — a  practice  that  would 
be  most  inconvenient,  and  would  lead  lo 
endless  disputes  and  altercations.  Ha 
was  not,  however,  inclined  to  interfere, 
because  tbe  noble  Lord  was  determined  to 
consider  himself  as  accused,  and  would 
enter  on  his  defence.  He  had  said  on  a 
former  occasion,  that  the  noble  Marquess 
stood  completely  exculpated,  sod  that 
there  was  nothing  against  which  he  had 
to  defend  himself  But  although  he  was 
of  that  opinion  when  the  noble  Marquesi 
intimated  his  intention  of  making  thi 
speech  which  be  bad  just  msde,  be  could 
not  say  that  he  was  precisely  of  that 
opinion  now  that  be  had  heard  tbe  noble 
Marquess's  defence.  la  his  (Lord  Mel' 
bourne's)  opinion  the  noble  Marqucis  had 
made  out  a  stronger  case  against  himself 
than  bad  existed  Mfore.  He  was  exceed- 
ingly unwilling  to  enter  into  any  discus- 
sion ;   for  it  was  his  most  anzious  with 


that  all  which  had  passed  might  be  for* 
gotten ;  that  it  might  all  be  buried  and 
lost.  That  happy  consummation  appaarod 
to  be  obtained  by  one  of  the  letters  which 
the  noble  Murquess  had  read,  although 
there  were  parts  of  that  letter  of  which 
he  could  not  approve-  He  was  always 
prapared  to  make  the  fullest  allowance 
for  the  acts  of  human  beings  under  ex- 
citement such  as  that  lo  which  tbe  noble 
Marquess  had  referred  as  existing  in  tbe 
year  1833.  It  was  not  surprising  that 
tbe  noble  Marquess  should  be  anxious  to 
bring  togelhet  in  Ireland  at  that  period  as 
many  persons  as  he  could  collect  who 
concurred  with  him  in  tbe  principles  which 
he  supported.  But,  as  to  Colonel  Fair- 
man's  letter  to  the  noble  Marquess,  al- 
though he  willingly  admitted,  that  unless 
that  letter  contained  something  which  it 
would  be  criminal  to  conceal,  it  could  not 
possibly  inculpate  the  noble  Marquess, 
who  was  merely  the  receiver  of  it,  be 
(Lord  Melbourne)  should  be  very  sorry  to 
be  made  responsible  for  all  the  absurd  and 
extravagant  letters  which  were  sent  lo 
him.  But  he  begged  to  say,  that  ths 
letters  of  Colonel  Fairman  contained  some 
very  stroag  passages.  They  pointed  dis- 
tinctly tn  resistance  to  his  Majesty's  Qo- 
vemment.  These  pauages  appeared  mora 
strong,  when  it  was  recollected  that  they 
were  written  by  a  soldier,  and  to  a  noble 
Lord  who  had  nimself  been  a  soldier :  and 
yet,  in  reply,  the  noble  Marauesa  said 
nothing  about  those  passages.  Ha  merely 
stated  bis  anxiety  to  co-opeiate  with  those 
who  were  engaged  in  the  support  of  Pro- 
testant interests ;  and  ihat  although  the 
noble  Marquess  had  slated  tbatbeknew  one 
of  the  alleged  facts  in  tbe  letter  to  he  faTte, 
namely,  that  he  had  received  any  com- 
munication from  an  illustrious  Duke  en 
tbe  subject,  he  could  not  therefore  wholly 
exonerate  ihe  noble  Marquess  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  noble  Marquesi  had  extensively 
censured  the  course  which  had  been  pur- 
sued with  reference  to  tbe  Orange  so- 
cieties. There  was  only  one  part  of  that 
course  for  which  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment was  responsible;  namely,  the  Ad- 
dress lo  his  Majesty  from  the  House  of 
Commons,  or  rather  the  King's  answer  to 
that  Address.  He  (Lord  M^boume)  re- 
peated, however,  that  he  was  most  anxious 
to  dismiss  tbe  whole  subject.  He  was 
averse  to  all  societies  of  a  secret  characttr. 
Whether  they  were  corresponding  sociatiea 
Of  political  UDiffns;   whether  they  w«r» 
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preiided  over  by  Princes  of  the  Blood  or 
only  by  operative  mecbauics,  he  bad  nl- 
irays  considered — although  he  was  aware 
that  tbey  might  comprehend  many  men  of 
the  highest  honour  and  sincerity— that 
they  were  dangerous.  The  members  of 
■nCD  societies  did  not  know  what  they 
had  done,  what  they  were  doing,  or  what 
they  might  do.  And  when  the  whole 
conduct  of  the  society  was  preiented  to 
their  view,  they  were  surprised  at  the  pro- 
ceedings ofwhich  lliey, without  beingawDre 
of  it,  had  been  partakers.  Honourable 
men,  in  such  societies,  unavoidably  got 
into  the  hands  of  men,  of  agents,  who  were 
■eldom  persons  of  the  greatest  discretion,  of 
the  purest  motives,  or  of  the  best  conduct. 
But,  although  he  had  always  disapproved 
of  such  associations,  he  had  always  felt 
the  great  difficulty  of  putting  them  down. 
He  trusted,  however,  that  on  the  present 


occasion,   the   feeling    which    had    been    fication   which   he  felt  at  the  sentiments 


manifested  on  all  sides,  and  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  by  the  leaders  of 
the  society  in  question,  would  produce 
results  much  more  sure  and  satisfactory 
than  could  have  been  obtained  by  any 
positive  law.  Being  accomplished  in  that 
manner,  it  would  be  much  more  advan- 
tageous to  the  country,  and  wonld  effect 
more  certain  and  permanent  good.  The 
noble  Marquess  complained  of  the  ex- 
clusive lyitem  which  at  present  prevailed 
in  Ireland.  He(Ix>rd  Melbourne)  did  not 
believe  in  the  existence  of  such  a  system. 
He  was  always  desirous  that  patronage 
should  be  exercised  with  as  little  parly 
influence  es  possible.  He  had  always 
lamented  the  necesiity  that  a  popular 
Government  should  he  conducted  by  a 
party ;  and  that  the  Sovereign  and  the 
country  ihoutd  thereby  be  deprived  of  the 
Bsiiitanceof  somany  men  who  were  quali- 
fied to  render  the  State  essential  services. 
But  it  was  evident  that  every  Government 
must  confide  in  those  who  entertained 
political  opinions  similar  to  their  own.  As 
far.  therefore,  as  the  patronage  of  the 
Government  in  Ireland  might  have  been 
ao  exercised  (that  it  was  so  exercised  to 
an  unjustifiable  extent  he  utterly  denied), 
that  was  not  their  fault  or  crime ;  it  was 
attributable  to  those  individuals  who  either 
had  separated  themselves  from  the  Go- 
vernment to  which  they  were  formerly 
attached,  or  who  had  set  themselves  to 
oppose  that  Government  in  a  manner 
which  (he  rules  of  the  llniise  would  not 
allow  him  to  call  factious,  but  which  was 


certainly  injurious  to  the  country,  Tlo 
noble  Marquess  asked  if  individual  who 
had  belonged  to  Orange  Lodges  were 
henceforward  to  be  excluded,  on  priociple, 
from  any  official  situation  ?  His  answer 
was,  undoubtedly  not — unquestionably 
not.  If  such  a  course  were  pursued,  it 
would  introduce  a  system  of  exclusion  and 
disabilities  which  he  would  be  the  last 
man  in  the  world  to  support.  The  Lord- 
Lieutenant  might  not  think  it  his  duty  to 
employ  men  who  conceived  themselves  so 
boundby  their  former  character  as  Orange- 
men, that  they  must  act  in  complete  con- 
formity to  that  character ;  but  he  (Viscount 
Melbourne)  was  quite  convinced  that 
nothing  further  than  that  was  intended; 
for  to  exclude  individuals  from  office, 
simply  because  they  had  once  belonged 
to  Orange  Societies,  would  be  great  in- 
justice.    He  must  again  declare  the  grati- 


which  had  been  expressed,  and  the  dis- 
position which  had  been  manifested,  to 
concur  in  the  intimation  contained  in  the 
Address  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
in  his  Majesty's  Answer ;  and  he  faoped 
that  they  should  now  for  ever  get  rid  of 
this  painful  and  distressing  subject. 

The  Marquess  of  Londonderry  observed, 
that  the  expression  in  his  letter  referred 
to  the  Government.  It  was  that,  "  by  a 
rapid  augmentation  of  our  physical  force, 
we  might  be  able  to  assume  a  boldness  of 
attitude  which  should  command  the  re- 
spect of  our  Jacobinical  rulers." 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cwk- 
berland  Said,  I  trust  that  I  shall  be  ex- 
cused for  addressing  to  your  Lordibipa  a 
few  words,  and  I  assure  you  they  shall  be 
very  few  ;  but  your  Lordships  would  think 
me  unworthy  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  if, 
standing  in  the  predicament  iu  which  I  do, 
I  did  not  boldly,  manfully,  and  distinctly 
state  my  feelings  upon  the  present  occm- 
iion,  especially  as  your  Lordships  bava 
unfortunately  heard  my  name  *o  oflen 
made  use  of  on  the  present  occasion — not 
that  1  shrink  from  one  single  act  I  have 
done,  or  from  one  single  word  that  I  have 
said  ;  for,  thank  God,  I  have  done  nothing, 
nor  aaid  anything  that  I  need  be  ashamed 
or  afraid  of.  It  is  idle  for  me  to  tell  yea, 
that  I  have  been,  for  the  last  six  monthB, 
abused,  accused,  and  treated  in  the  rookK 
cruel  manner  thai  ever  human  being  wui 
treated  —  nay,  if  what  has  been  aai^l 
of  me  were  true,  instead  of  standing  her«« 
in  my  phrt-  m  I  now  am,  a  Member  i-T 


by  Google 


]S8l 


Ormgt  lodgtt. 


{Haroh  7} 


Ormgt  Lodget, 


your  Loidihips'  House,  I  ought  to  be  at 
tbat  Bar  for  the  crime  or  high  treasoD. 
No  inaD  win  believe,  that  surrounded  by 
such  men  su  are  around  me,  I  could  have 
been  such  a  madniBD  as  to  have  had  such 
ideas  as  are  imputed  to  me.  My  Lords, 
ever  since  I  have  had  the  honour  of  a  seat 
in  this  House,  I  have  been  the  firmest, 
Btrongest,  most  determined  supporter  of 
all  legitimate  Government.  I  am  con- 
vinced tbat  if  any  madman  could  have  the 
idea,  or  had  the  idea  of  proposing  such  a 
measure,  there  is  not  any  one  of  those 
noble  Lords  near  me,  that  would  not  be 
ready,  as  I  am,  to  lacritice  the  last  drop 
of  our  blood  in  defence  of  the  inno- 
cent person.  It  is  not  we  who  have  enter- 
tained t!ie  idea,  but  those  persons  who 
would  not  only  not  be  sstished  with  the 
dethronement  of  the  Sovereign,  but  would 
overturn  the  Monarchy  if  they  could. 
"  Measures,  not  meo,"  are  my  cry ;  and  if 
any  of  the  party  with  whom  I  have  been 
acting,  should  in  any  way  deviate  from 
their  principles,  I  should  be  the  first  man 
to  oppose  them.  I  certainly  was,  and  I 
do  not  deny  myself  to  have  been,  the 
Grand  Master  of  the  Orange  Lodges.  I 
did  not  seek  tbat  post  or  wish  for  it.  It 
was  offered  to  me,  and  I  did  not  accept 
it  until  I  had  the  full  concurrence  of  his 
late  Majesty,  George  4th,  who  not  only 
said  to  me,  that  he  should  be  glad  I  did 
accept  it,  but  that  he  knew  that  it  was  in 
good  hands.  Upon  that  I  accepted  it, 
and  I  appeal  to  every  Orangeman,  either 
in  this  country  or  in  Ireland,  If  I  have  not 
been  a  zealous,  true,  and  honest  Orange- 
man. Wbat  are  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  Orangeism  ?  "  PearOod  ;  honour 
the  King."  I  cannot  give  a  stronger  proof 
that  I  have  been  true  to  my  principles, 
than  that,  even  prior  to  the  information 
given  me  by  Lord  Johu  Russell,  I  had 
already  come  to  the  resolution  ofcomplying 
with  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. At  the  time  I  first  became  Grand 
Master  of  the  Orange  Societies,  circum- 
stances were  widely  different  from  what 
tbey  now  are.  Your  Lordships  must  re- 
member all  the  changes  that  have  taken 
place  since  1827,  when  I  was   first  ap- 

Eointed  Grand  Master.  Tour  Lordships 
now  that  there  never  was  a  more  strong 
or  firm  supporter  of  the  Protestant  interest 
than  the  individual  who  is  now  addressing 
_you,  and  I  became  Gtantl  Master  solely 
with  the  object  of  supporting  the  Pro- 
testant-cause in  Ireland— a  cause  which  I 
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considered  to  be  in  th^  greatest  possible 
danger.  It  is  my  feeling,  and  I  am  con- 
vinced of  it.  I  would  have  done  every- 
thing in  my  power  to  keep  the  Protestants 
of  Ireland  and  England  together.  That 
was  the  sole  and  only  object  that  I  had  at 
heart,  and  from  the  moment  that  I  heard 
that  bis  Majesty  had  discountenanced  the 
Orange  Lodges,  it  was  my  duty,  strict  to 
my  principles,  to  give  up  that  which  I 
thought  was  disapproved  of.  At  the  same 
time  I  ^ay  that  I  never  shall  change  those 

firineiples.  I  declare,  my  Lords,  that  I 
ook  upon  the  Protestant  cause  in  Ireland 
to  be  in  the  greatest  danger;  and  more- 
over, my  Lords,  you  must  excuse  me  for 
saying,  tbat  I  am  equally  afraid  of  the 
Protestant  cause  in  this  country.  I  beg 
distinctly  to  say,  that  I  mean  nothing 
personal ;  but  when  I  come  to  see  the 
things  that  have  taken  place  within  the 
last  three  weeks,  I  must  say,  that  I  think 
there  is  not  a  Protestant  in  this  country 
who  must  not  feel  alarm.  After  what  has 
been  stated,  I  shall  not  detain  your  Lord- 
ships longer,  except  to  say,  that  I  will 
never  flincb  from  the  support  of  the  Pro- 
testant interest, 

Lord  Wynford  wished  to  vindicate 
himself  from  the  charges  brought  against 
him,  and  at  the  same  time  could  not 
help  treating  them  with  tbe  contempt 
which  they  deserved.  His  connexion  with 
the  Orange  Lodges  wal  a  short  one.  He 
became  a  member  about  three  years  ago. 
He  was  told  by  the  illustrious  Duke,  who 
for  many  years  had  honoured  him  with 
bis  friendship,  that  the  object  of  the 
Lodge  was  to  inculcate  true  loyal  piinciples, 
and  to  support  the  Protestant  interest 
throughout  the  kingdom.  He  asked  if 
there  were  any  secrets  or  oalbs,  and  was 
told  there  were  not,  and  then  said  that 
he  had  no  objection  to  become  an  Orange- 
man. He  had  attended  the  lodge  but 
three  times,  and  was  ready  to  declare, 
upon  bis  honour,  that  upon  no  one  occa- 
sion had  he  ever  heard  principles  incon- 
sistent with  that  which  was  the  foundation 
of  Orange  Institutions,  viz.  the  principle 
of  supporting  the  illustrious  family  now 
upon  the  Throne.  He  had  been  wickedly 
and  infamously  charged  in  another  place 
with  conspiring  with  his  noble  Friend,  who 
sat  behind  bim,  (Lord  Kcnyon)  to  change 
tbe  succession  to  the  Tlirone.  Their 
Lofdihiiis  would  naturally  suppose  that 
such  a  cliare;e  would  be  made  upon  some 
evidence,  lie  had  caused  the  report  to 
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be  examined,  and  no  inch  letter  was  to 

be  found  upon  which  the  charge  waa 
made.  He  ihould  like  to  know  hov  any 
person  could  excuse  himsetf  Tor  charging 
another  with  treason  against  the  countrv, 
merely  upon  a  letter,  wnich  he  knew  could 
not  be  proved,  end  dared  not  avow  the 
source  from  nhich  it  vat  obtained.  If 
that  person  would  say  where  he  had  ob- 
tained it,  then  he  would  tell  some  other 
secrets  which  that  person  was  inTormed  of, 
but  which  the  world  did  not  know.  The 
letter  of  Colonel  Fairman  was  written  full 
sevenroonthsbeforehewasanOrange-toan, 
and  before  he  had  any  idea  of  becoming  an 
Orangeman.  [The  noble  Lord  read  the  let- 
ter.] He  knew  that  from  the  honest  manly 
course  which  the  illustrious  Duke  had 
always  pursued,  in  support  of  those  prin- 
ciples which  he  had  ever  avowed,  it  was 
not  unlikely  that  in  a  mixed  company 
he  would  meet  with  eneroies,  and  that  if 
any  indiscreet  man  had  proposed  the 
health  of  the  illustrious  Duke  in  such  a 
company,  it  was  not  unlikely  that  it  would 
have  been  turned  to  bad  purposes.  Re- 
membering the  duty  which  he  owed  to 
the  family  of  the  iilustrloua  Duke,  not 
onlv  as  a  subject,  but  as  an  individual,  he 
told  Colonel  Fairman  not  to  make  this 
appeal,  except  in  the  presence  of  those 
whom  he  knew  would  answer  it  m  the 
manner  in  which  it  ought  to  be  answered. 
Upon  this  was  founded  the  charge  of 
high  treason  against  him.  It  might  be 
.  possible  that  an  individual  entertained 
angry  feelings  against  him,  end  he  (Lord 
Wynford)  knew  that  individual  did  enter- 
tain angry  feelings,  but  it  was  not  he  who 
placed  that  individual  In  the  situaiion  in 
which  he  waB.p1aced.  The  angry  feelings 
which  ithat  person  entertained  towards 
him  (Lord  Wynford)  no  doubt,  worked 
htm  up  to  put  the  construction  which  he 
did  upon  the  letter.  He  (Lord  Wynford) 
might  have  written  a  great  number  of 
absurd  letters,  but  he  was  sure  that  no 
man  whose  mind  was  not  perverted  by 
tome  sense  of  supposed  injury  could  pos- 
sibly have  put  the  wicked  construction 
which  was  put  upon  these  letters.  As  to 
Orange  Lodges  in  the  army,  he  denied 
that  he  had  ever  been  present  on  an 
occasion  when  Orange  Lodges  in  the  army 
were  proposed.  There  was  some  talk 
about  establishing  an  Orange  Lodge  at 
Rome,  but,  most  unquestionably,  he  had 
no  hand  in  that.  The  first  time  he  heard 
of  Orange  Lodges  in  the  army  was  from 
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the  letter  of  the  illustrioni  Duke,  vaA  b« 
(Lord  Wynford)  was  the  person  who  pro- 
posed a  vote  of  thanks  to  him  for  hariag, 
after  the  Commander-m-Cbief's  order  had 
been  issued,  put  an  end  to  these  Orange 
Lodges. 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland:  I  never  did 
consent  to  an  Orange  lodge  in  the  nrmy. 
On  the  contrary,  when  it  was  proposed  to 
me  that  Orange  Lodges  should  be  insti- 
tuted in  the  army,  I  distinctly  said,  thkt 
according  to  my  military  principles,  no 
Lodge  ought  to  exist  either  m  the  army  or 
navy. 

Lord  Wynford  thought  that  some  had 
been  instituted.  He  was  a  party  to  a 
resolution  that  no  officer  of  the  society 
should  ever  think  of  instituting  en  Orange 
Lodge  in  any  regiment  or  ship  of  war ; 
because  they  all  thought  that,  notwith- 
standing the  principles  inculcated  by 
Orange  Lodges  were  such  as  were  calcu- 
lated to  make  men  good  subjects,  the 
institution  was  un6t  for  the  discipline  of 
the  army. 

The  Earl  of  Roden  was  deslroos  of 
addressing  their  Lordships  npon  the  pre- 
sent, and  he  would  sey  one  of  the  most 
important  occasions,  upon  which  he  bad 
ever  felt  himself  called  tipon  to  address 
the  House.  He  wss  fully  sensible  of  the 
responsibility  of  the  situation  in  which  he 
stood,  and  of  the  duty  be  owed  to  those 
with  whom  he  was  connected.  He  conld 
not  but  express  his  sincere  gratituda  to 
the  noble  Lord,  the  Marquess  of  London- 
derry, for  having  postponed  his  motion, 
and  thereby  afforded  nim  (Lord  Roden) 
an  opportunity  of  addressing  the  House. 
Connected  as  he  had  been,  for  some  years, 
with  the  Orange  institution  of  Ireland- 
well  acquainted  as  he  was  with  those  prin- 
ciples upon  which  it  had  been  established, 
and  sincerely  attached  as  be  must  be  to 
the  sacred  cause  which  it  had  spoused, 
he  should  indeed  lament  that  any  oppot- 
tunity  should  have  been  given  to  any  in- 
dividual to  enter  upon  any  subject  con- 
nected with  the  interests  of  thia  society, 
or  of  misrepresenting  what  its  otq'ecis 
were,  if  he  were  not  to  be  present,  in 
order  to  answer  them.  But  no  such  mb- 
representstions,  no  such  insinuations,  had 
been  made  by  any  noble  Lord  within 
those  walls.  There  had  not  been,  and 
with  truth  there  could  not  be,  any  insinu- 
ation made  against  the  honour,  the  inte- 
grity, or  the  loyalty  of  the  Orange  insti- 
tution of  Ireland.    There  however  ua^< 
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be,  atuJ  he  was  fr«e  to  admit  that  there 
w»,  Tery  great  dtfTercacs  of  opinion 
amonKat  many  excellent  and  valuable 
men  as  to  the  expediency  of  having  such 
an  institution  in  exislence.  While  that 
might  have  been  the  case  wilh  respect  to 
their  Lordships'  Hoaae,  there  had  been 
daewhere  charges  brought  against  that 
institution,  which  he  would  venture  to 
assert  were  as  strongly  marked  hy  vulgar 
abuse  as  they  werfi  conspicuous  for  their 
malignity  and  falsehood.  Such  statements 
as  had  gone  forth  through  the  medium  of 
the  pgblic  press — he  would  not  say  from 
whom,  or  from  what  quarter — never  were 
surpassed  in  falsehood  and  malignity.  He 
should  occupy  more  of  their  Lordships' 
(ime  than  became  him,  were  he  to  go 
through  these  charges  verbatim  el  ierialim, 
.but  there  was  one,  although  it  had  been 
alluded  to  by  the  illustrious  Duke,  as 
well  as  the  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last,  to 
which,  notwithstanding,  he  must  also  take 
the  liberty  of  referring,  as  a  member  of 
the  loyal  Orange  institution  in  Ireland. 
It  bad  been  stated— had  gone  the  round 
of  all  the  public  prints,  and  had  been 
asserted  with  such  a  degree  of  effront- 
ery as  to  have  gained  it  the  belief,  not 
only  of  the  ignorant,  but  of  well-informed 
men — that  it  was  the  intention,  not  only 
of  thd  noble  Lord  Bod  the  illustrious 
Duke,  but  of  the  Orange  society  itself, 
to  eadeavoar  to  change  the  succession  to 
the  throne  of  these  realms.  He  really  did 
not  imagine  that  such  a  ridiculous  idea 
could  have  been  harboured  in  the  mind  of 
any  man  possessing  the  least  claim  to 
common  sense,  or  having  one  grain  of 
common  honesty  in  his  composition.  If 
he  could  have  supposed  such  a  thiag  pos- 
sible, would  it  not  have  been  his  duty, 
and  would  he  not  have  felt  himself  called 
upon,  in  common  justice,  to  claim  from 
their  Lordships  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee up-ataira  to  examine  upon  oath 
into  these  charges,  and  upon  oath  to  prove 
triumphantly  that  they  were  infamous 
calumnies?  It  was  not,  however,  for 
hira  to  stand  up  in  the  House  of  Lords,  io 
order  to  establish  the  loyally  of  the  Pro- 
testants of  Ireland.  It  was  not  for  him, 
at  that  time  of  day,  to  claim  from  their 
Lordships  an  acknowledgment  of  the  at- 
tachment, 6de]ity,  and  loyally  of  the  Pro- 
testants of  Ireland  to  their  various  sove- 
reigns, from  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  down 
to  the  present  period.  He  was  able  to 
refer  them  to  the  history  of  the  country 


for  the  proof  of  that  attachment,  in  which 
their  Lordships  would  find  a  record  of 
their  achievements  inscribed  in  every  line 
of  it.  If  it  were  necessary,  he  could  also 
refer  their  Lordships  to  more  modern 
times.  In  fact,  in  every  period  they  would 
find,  whatever  might  be  the  question, 
whether  the  support  of  the  British  Inter- 
ests, or  the  preservation  of  the  legislative 
Union  between  the  two  countries — whe- 
ther it  was  in  the  year  1 793,  that  of  1 793, 
the  year  1 803,  or  whether  it  was  at  a  mote 
recent  date,  no  matter  at  what  time,  or 
upon  what  occasion,  provided  the  interests 
ol"  the  British  empire  were  assailed — l'  3 
Orangemen  of  Ireland  threw  themselves 
into  the  breach,  and  were  the  first  to  sa- 
crifice all  they  possessed,  in  order  to  prove 


was  induced  to  make  these  statements  in 
consequence  of  the  vile  accusations  which 
had  been  made  against  that  loyal  body, 
end  now  he  would  beg  leave  to  ask  for  a 
moment  who  were  their  accusers?  They 
were  individuals  who  were  sworn  to  protect 
the  Protestant  church  in  Ireland,  and  who 
were,  notwi  lb  standing,  doing  all  they  could 
to  undermine  it,  and  to  starve  the  clergy 
who  were  the  ministers  of  that  church. 
Who  were  their  assailants  upon  that  head? 
Why,  those  very  demagogues  who  a  short 
time  ago  were  fawning  aod  flattering  those 
Orangemen  whom  they  were  now  anxious 
to  destroy,  but  whom  they  were  then  en- 
deavouring to  induce  to  Join  thera  for  a 
repeal  of  the  Union.  But  they  found 
those  Orangemen  too  loyal  to  their  own 
cause.  They  found  that  they  would  not 
listen  to  the  suggestions  of  their  pretended 
friends,  because  they  well  knew  that  the 
proposition  meant  nothing  short  of  a  dis- 
membercaent  of  the  British  empire.  Again, 
he  asked,  who  were  their  slanderers? 
Those  very  agitators  who  knew  the  power 
and  the  moral  worth  of  the  Protestants  of 
Ireland — who  were  aware  of  the  power 
which  the  Protestant  cause  had  received 
from  the  brotherhood  of  theOrange  society, 
and  who  found  that  the  members  of  that 
society  were,  and  ever  had  been,  the  in- 
surmountable  barrier  to  their  revolutionary 
intentions.  He  remembered  having  heard 
it  said,  that  in  ancient  times,  when  one 
had  done  Rome  a  service,  and  was  falsely 
accused,  he  pointed  to  the  Capitol,  thereby 
calling  forth  the  recollection  of  his  deeds, 
which  constituted  a  sufficient  answer  to 
the  charge  which  had  been  made  against 
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bim,  and  ao  with  the  ProteitflnU  of  Ire- 
land. They,  however,  could  do  more; 
they  could  juitly  lay,  that  they  had  served 
their  coumry  in  its  deepeat  peril,  and  in 
corroboration  of  the  fact,  point  to  the 
province  of  Ulster,  and  give  an  answer  to 
the  caliimntea  circulated  by  their  enemies, 
in  the  tranquillityand  prosperityof thaiPro- 
testantportionofthecounlry.  Hewaaspeak- 
ing  warmly  on  the  subject,  but  he  also  felt 
warmly.  He  was  ready  to  admit,  that  the 
Orange  institution,  or  any  such  insUlution, 
asing  secret  signs,  or  consisting  of  any 
affiliated  members,  was  not  desirable  to  be 
maintained  in  any  country  which  could 
be  considered  in  a  wholesome  slate,  or  in 
which  life  and  property  could  be  said  to 
meet  with  a  just  protection,  and  in  which 
the  Executive  was  found  to  deal  out  with 
an  impartial  hand  the  favours  that 
belonged  to  the  Government,  In  such  a 
country  he  readily  admitted  that  an  insti- 
tution of  the  nature  of  the  Orange  society 
in  Ireland  might  not  have  a  beneficial 
tendency-  But  could  that  be  said  of 
Ireland  ?  Was  the  hw  vindicated  there  ? 
No  such  thing.  It  lay  a  dead  letter  upon 
the  statute-book.  Were,  then,  the  lives 
or  the  properly  of  his  Majesty's  loyal  Pro- 
testant subjects  in  Ireland  safe,  or  were 
they  protected  by  the  Gorernnient  of 
the  country?  In  answer,  be  would  refer 
their  Lordships  lo  the  murders  which  were 
daily  occurring,  as  appeared  by  the  news- 
papers, and  to  the  state  of  the  Protestant 
clergy.  What  were  the  scenes  continually 
presenting  themselves  to  public  attention  ? 
They  were  scenes  which  plainly  indicated 
the  want  of  protection  to  life  and  property 
in  Ireland;  even  the  common  process- 
servers  were  not  safe  from  the  hand  of  the 
assassin,  who  thus  prevented  theestablish- 
ing  of  legal  rights.  He  would  refer  their 
Lordships,  as  an  instance,  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  Qeresford,  by  whom  an  application  to 
the  Executive  for  the  protection  of  a  process- 
server  was  made.  The  necessary  aid, 
however,  was  refused,  the  consequence  of 
which  was  that  the  process-server  was 
murdered.  There  were  many  cases  of  this 
kind,  in  which  were  contained  grave  and 
weighty  charges  against  ihe  Government 
of  Ireland — charges  which  he  hoped  ilie 
noble  Lord  (Plunicelt),  when  he  should 
stand  up  in  his  place  tn  that  House,  would 
explain.  The  policy  of  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment towards  ihc  radicul  party  iir  ihnt 
country  would  he  round  lo  be  nothing  more 
than  a  sop  to  Ceiberus;  for,  instead  of 
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pacifying  them,  it  would  more  than  anv- 
thing  else  that  could  be  adopted,  have  the 
effect  of  urging  ihem  on.  The  Protestanta 
of  the  country  conceived,  and  justly  con- 
ceived, that  they  were  left  to  themselves. 
The  first  impulse  of  nature  taught  them  to 
awaken  to  their  own  preservation,  and,  on 
finding  iheraselvesdeserted,  ihey  naturally 
became  united  ;  and  unless  their  lordships 
were  prepared  to  see  ihedismembermentof 
the  empire  at  large,  they  would  be  cbliged 
totake  some  other  means  than  those  now 
in  operation  for  the  prevention  of  so  woeful 
and  calamitous  an  event.  The  noble  Vis- 
count, when  speaking  of  the  Orange 
Society,  did  not  seem  to  be  aware  of  the 
feeling  that  existed  amongst  the  lower 
classes  of  Protestauts  connected  with  tbat 
institution  in  Ireland,  in  consequence  of 
the  course  his  Government  was  pursuing. 
Neither,  perhaps,  was  the  noble  Vtscount 
aware  that  the  Orange  institution  had  its 
origin  amongst  the  humbler  classes,  and 
that  it  was  on  account  of  other  societies 
having  been  first  established,  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  depredations  those 
societies  continued  to  commit  upon  the 
Protestants  of  the  day,  that  they  deemed 
it  necessary  to  establish  in  their  defence  the 
Orange  institution.  That  institution  had 
"  grown  with  its  growth,"  and  gradually 
increased  in  the  affections  of  the  people. 
The  Government,  by  adopting  the  course 
mentioned  in  his  Majesty's  reply,  would, 
in  his  opinion,  set  an  example,  and  adopt 
a  precedent  which  before  long  might  be 
brought  against  their  Lordships' ownHouse; 
nay,  even  to  the  destruction  oftheConsti- 
tulion  itself.  He  could  not  avoid  saying 
that  his  Majesty's  Minisiers  would  hava 
pursued  a  much  more  fair  and  regular 
course  had  they  brought  forward  a  Bill  on 
the  subject  of  the  Orange  society.  It  was 
now  five  years  since  he  bad  joined  the 
institution,  and  he  did  so  because  he  per- 
ceived  at  the  time  that  the  Orange  societies 
were  most  calculated  to  preserve  and 
maintain  Protestant  interests  in  Ireland. 
He  still  thought  similarly  ;  he  still  thought 
them  of  the  greatest  utility  to  Ihe  counlry; 
but,  as  a  loyal  subject,  he  was  ready  to 
attend  to  any  wish  which  his  Sovereign 
might  express.  He  at  the  same  time 
thought  that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  had 
given  his  Majesty  very  bad  advice  indeed, 
when  they  advised  him  to  give  such  an  an- 
swer to  the  House  of  Commons'  address ; 
but,  as  he  said  before,  it  wns  the  sincere 
wish  of  his  heart  to  bow  to  his  Majesty's 
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deciaion,  whatever  it  might  be.  He  did 
not  know  whether  their  LordBhipi  were 
aware  that  no  one  individual  had  the  power 
to  dissolve  the  Orange  inslitulion,  but  such 
was  the  fact.  That  power  rested  solely  in 
the  Qrand  Orange  Lodge,  upon  being  duly 
and  properly  convened  for  the  purpose.  A 
meeting  of  that  Lodge  was  now  convened 
for  the  14th  of  next  month,  to  take  into 
consideration  whatcourse  ought  to  be  pur- 
sued under  the  present  exigencies  of  the 
society,  and  he  conceived  the  best  mode 
in  which  he  could  evince  his  allegiance  to 
his  Sovereign,  his  attachment  to  his 
brethren,  and  his  duty  to  his  country, 
would  be  in  attending  tlist  meeting  in 
person,  and  expressing  his  sentiments, 
whatever  they  might  be,  upon  ilie  subject. 
Their  Lordships  could  not  powibly  under- 
stand the  nature  of  the  union  which  existed 
between  tlie  members  of  the  Orange  so- 
ciety. It  was  an  union  of  nffection  and 
brotherhood,  which  he  could  not  undertake 
to  describe.  That  brotherhood  might 
cease — it  probably  would  cense -~but  he 
trusted  the  principles  upon  which  it  had 
been  founded  never  would.  It  was  well 
for  those  who  could  look  beyond  the  politics 
of  time,  and  see  over  all  such  transactions 
a  great  master-hand  causing  all  things  to 
work  together  for  good,  according  to  the 
counsel  of  his  own  will;  and  he  trusted 
that  his  Protestant  brelhren  in  Ireland 
would  remember,  under  all  the  trials  to 
which  they  were  now  subjected,  and  to 
which  they  might  still  be  exposed,  the 
source  whence  their  former  deliverances 
.had  arisen,  and  the  power  oF  that  Provi- 
dence who  had  so  often  manifested  his  care 
over  them  for  the  sake  of  his  own  righteous 
cause.  He  should  feel  it  his  duly,  as  he 
had  said,  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  14  th 
of  April,  when  be  should  declare  that  line 
of  conduct  which,  desirous  as  he  was  to 
secure  the  tranquillity  and  promote  the 
best  interests  of  the  country,  he  was  anx- 
ious to  adopt.  What  the  effect  of  his 
recoromendation  might  be  he  could  not,  of 
course,  pretend  to  say;  but  he  knew  the 
affection  which  his  Protestant  brethren  had 
towards  him,  for  which  he  owed  them  a 
debt  of  gratitude  he  never  could  repay, 
and  which  should  never  cease  to  be  felt  and 
owned  while  life  itself  remained.  Having 
said  thus  much  in  vindication  of  his  own 
conduct,  he  hoped  their  Lordships  would 
foi^ve  him  for  taking  tip  so  much  of  their  ling  to  disturb  the 
time  on  the  present  occasion, 
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entertain  S  stronger  sense  of  satisfaction 
than  he  did  at  the  determination  at  which 
the  noble  Lord  had  arrived,  with  respect 
to  the  course  which  he  should  i>ursue  at 
the  meeting  or  the  Orange  Lodges  in  Ire- 
land ;  but  he  could  not  help  expressing 
his  regret  that  the  noble  Lord,  having  moat 
properly  arrived  at  that  conclusion,  had, 
in  a  great  part  of  the  address  made  to  their 
Lordships,  introduced  topics  which  he 
considered  most  unnecessary,  and  which, 
though  they  might  not  be  intended  for  such 
a  purpose,  were,  nevertheless,  well  calcu- 
lated to  prevent  that  advice  which  the 
noble  Earl  had  uhimately  determined  to 
give  to  the  body  from  being  so  efBcacious 
as  if  they  had  not  been  so  strongly  dwelt 
upon.  It  was  quite  fair  for  every  person 
belonging  to  that  association  to  feel  an 
anxiety  to  state  the  motives,  and  express 
the  opinions  by  which  he  is  actuated  in 
coming  to  the  conclusion  of  dissolving  this 
society.  It  was  a  great  mistake  to  suppose 
that  any  person  interested  in  the  weirareof 
Ireland,  or  the  welfare  of  the  empire, 
could  feel  disposed  to  act  so  mean  a  part 
as  either  to  entertain  or  express  any  senti- 
ment of  triumph  at  the  dissolution  of  the 
society.  It  was  no  less  a  mistake  lo 
imagine  that  the  dissolution  was  ihe  result 
of  a  trial  of  strength  between  Protestants 
and  Roman  Catholics,  The  resolutions 
addressed  to  the  Throne  by  the  House  of 
Commons  were  passed  by  a,  Protestant 
House  of  Commons — nioe-tenlhs  of  the 
Members  belonging  to  which  were  Protest- 
ants, and  not  one-tenth  of  which  recc^- 
nised  the  Roman  Catholic  religion.  He 
considered  the  dissolution  of  Orange  Lodges 
as  the  triumph,  not  of  Roman  Catholics 
over  Protestanis,  but  he  looked  ou  it  as 
the  triumph  of  Protestants  and  Catholics, 
as  well  as  of  the  law  itself,  over  an  insti- 
tution which  had  for  its  open  and  professed 
object  the  sub«rsion  of  the  law.  It  could 
not  be  expected  that  he  should  enter  into 
ion  of  all  the  topics  which  the 
noble  Lord  had  introduced,  in  his  opinion, 
most  unnecessarily  into  his  speech,  or  at 
all  to  refer  to  the  spirit  and  temper  in 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  alluded  to  the 
course  pursued  by  a  noble  Friend  of  bii 
(Lord  John  Russell),  and  the  wise,  states- 
manlike, just,  and  successful  manner  in 
which  he  proposed  the  settlement  of  this 
important  question,     He  was  most  unnit- 


ity  of  feeling 

which  followed  his  noble  Friend's  propo- 

Iiord  PlunAett  obKired,  no  od«  could  I  tilioDi    There  wai  certainly  no  praise  to9 
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greaL  to  bestow  upon  thoie  who  belonged 
to  this  aociely,  and  who  constituted,  I 
beliered,  a  targe  proportion  or  its  numbei 
who  acceded  to  the  retolutioo  for  iti  lui 
prestioD.  He  had  ever  been,  since  ti 
first  institution  of  this  association, 
determined  opponent  of  it;  but  never  at 
any  time,  or  upon  any  occasion,  had  he 
ever  disparaged  the  motives  or  ihe  great 
proportion  of  the  honourEtble  and  respect- 
able fiersons  who  belonged  to  it.  They 
had,  in  his  opinion,  been  acting  under 
ven  mistaken  views,  and  uader  very  strong 
and  unfounded  prejudices,  but  never  had 
he  attributed  to  the  great  majority  of  those 
who  had  entered  into  that  association,  any 
unworthy  or  dishonourable  motives.  He 
believed  it  was  their  conscientious  opinion 
•^a  very  mistaken  opinion  as  he  conceived 
•^that  they  were  supporting  by  their  con- 
federacy tlie  Protestant  interest-  If  lie 
could  not  give  the  Orangemen  the  praiie  of 
wisdom  and  discretion  in  their  proceed- 
ings, he  most  willingly  and  readily  sub- 
scribed to  their  sense  of  propriety  and 
honour.  He  could  not  believe  that  such 
men  could  for  a  moment  entertain  so  wild 
and  frantic  a  scheme  as  the  disturbsnce  of 
the  succession  ;  btit  absolving  them  alto- 
gether from  such  a  suspicion,  they  could 
not  be  considered  as  relieved  from  the 
charge  of  allying  themselves  to  an  institu- 
tion which  was  pernicious  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  country.  It  appeared  to 
him  most  erroneDOS  to  suppose  that  the 
objection  to  this  society  rested  merely  on 
the  fact  of  its  using  secret  signs,  and  of 
its  being  capable  of  being  converted  to  the 
purposes  of  outrage  and  disturbance.  The 
objectiott  to  (his  association  was,  that  it 
was  an  exclusively  religious  society,  a 
■ocieiy  calculated  to  oppose  interminably 
the  Protestant  interest  in  Ireland  to  (he 
Roman  Catholic  interest,  and  to  divide 
the  people  in  that  country  into  two  hostile 
and  unrelenting  factions,  instead  of  being 
united  in  one  body.      That  was  the  true 

Srinciple  on  which  this  society  was  put 
own.  He  hailed  the  resolutiong  which 
embodied  that  principle  as  afTording  at 
least  the  possible  return  of  peace  and  traa- 
quillity  to  Ireland  ;  but  if  the  principle  of 
exclusion  on  the  part  of  a  proportion  of 
the  Protestants  against  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics were  not  abandoned,  he  frankly  owned 
that  little  good  would  arise  from  the  efforts 
which  had  already  been  made  to  put  an 
and  to  such  a  system.  The  value— the 
whole  value,  inhiaeyei,  oftbedinolution 
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of  this  society,  was  the  proipect  it  affarded 
of  restoring  harmony  to  Ireland.  He 
might,  perhaps,  be  sanguine  in  his  ex- 
pectations— after  the  warmth  of  feetinj; 
exhibited  by  the  noble  1/irdg  opposite,  be 
was  certainly  not  so  sanguine  as  he  had 
previously  been :  but  he  did  slill  entertain  a 
strong  hope  that  the  prospect  of  letuming 
tranquillity  and  happiness  to  Ireland  was 
at  length  opened  to  their  view.  The  noble 
Earl,  amongst  those  observations  which 
might,  perhaps,  have  been  better  omitted 
in  his  address,  had  assumed,  that  Protest- 
antism in  Ireland  was  commensurate  witli 
Orangeisin,  He  begged  their  Lordships 
to  look  around  ihem  before  they  adopted 
such  a  conclusion,  when,  if  they  did  so, 
they  would  see  that  there  were  Protestants, 
some  of  the  most  respectable  persona  in 
Ireland,  men  who  stood  the  highest  in 
rank  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  tb« 
country,  and  the  moat  established,  in  the 
opinion  of  Protestants,  for  their  religioni 
sincerity  and  zeal,  who  were  decided 
enemies  to  these  Orange  associations.^ 
Nothing,  therefore,  could  be  further  from 
the  fact,  that  the  Roman  Catholic  partj 
alone  was  arrayed  in  hostility  to  these 
proceedings.  Now,  as  to  the  origin  of 
this  association :  it  took  its  rise  in  an 
opposition  to  the  necessity  which  bad 
become  imperative,  of  governing  Ireland, 
not  for  the  purposes  of  upholding  the 
ascendancy  of  any  class,  but  for  the  good 
of  the  whole  people.  From  the  first 
moment  of  the  agitation  of  the  question, 
the  body  opposed  itself  to  the  measure  of 
Catholic  Emancipation.  They  might  havs 
been  perfectly  right.  —  [The  Duke  of 
Cumbtrland:  Hear!  Aeor.']  — The  il- 
lustrious Duke  might  be  perfectly  right 
in  his  opinion  of  the  Impolicy  of  that 
measure.  He  was  happy  to  have  the  good 
fortune  of  entirely  going  along  with  the 
illustrious  Duke  in  hia  statement  of  the 
view  taken  by  the  illuatriouB  Duke  of 
Iliat  question.  So  far  from  misrepre- 
senting, he  was  glad  to  perceive  that 
he  had  staled  fairly,  ana,  be  hoped, 
respectfully— «ad  certainly  without  mean- 
ing to  disparage  the  illustnoas  Duke's  mo- 
tives, for  he  believed  he  was  perfectly 
tious  in  the  opinions  which  he 
eDtertained~-the  sentiments  which  Uie  il- 
lustrious Duke  felt  and  expressed  oa  that 
measure.  But  the  illustrious  Dake  could 
not  deny  that  the  origin  of  the'society  was, 
that  Roman  Catholics  ahouUl  not  be  adr 
mitted  to  equal  rights  with  their  PrM9< 
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tact  fellow  lubjecu.  The  uiociation  wai 
formed  on  tbat  principle — it  bad  been 
continued  on  that  principle;  and  at  this 
moinent  (continued  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord),  I  am  (juite  saCisfied  that  if  the  asient 
of  the  illuitriouB  Duke  were  the  onl;  thing 
neceuary  to  bring  about  such  a  consum- 
mation— if  tuch  an  event  depended  upon 
him,  and  could  be  effected  by  his  wish,  he 
could  easily  believe  that  be  would  most 
readily  and  cheerfully  abolish  all  that  has 
been  attained,  and  overlurn  the  whole 
fabric  of  which  Catholic  Emancipation 
formed  the  foundation.  Now  the  illustri- 
ous Duke  was,  and  is,  entitled  to  hold  bis 
own  opinions  upon  that  subject ;  but  the 
House  of  Lords,  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  the  King  himself,  did  not  happen  to 
coincide  with  the  illustrious  Duke,  but  all 
were  compelled  to  acknowledge  that  the 
time  for  assenting  to  the  measure  had  ar- 
rived :  there  was  a  moral  necessity  grow- 
ing out  of  the  slate  of  men's  opinions  to 
pass  that  measure,  and  any  man  must  be 
insensible  to  what  went  on  in  the  world, 
who  still  adhered  to  opinions  opposed  to 
that  concession.  I  say,  then,  that  this 
Orange  Society  was  formed  on  a  principle 
which  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  times 
compelled  the  popular  mind  to  abandon. 
I  am  sorry  that  an  illustrious  Duke  (the 
Duke  of  Wellington)  Is  not  present;  for 
illusttjous  I  may  call  him,  with  reference 
both  to  his  exploits  in  the  field  and  his 
rank  in  the  country — for  if  he  were  here  I 
should  have  his  sanction  of,  and  concur- 
rence In,  the  declaration  that  the  original 
principle  on  which  this  society  wasfounded, 
cannot  be  sustained  by  any  man  who  knows 
what  is  passing  in  the  country,  and  reflects 
upon  the  consequences  of  blindly  oppos- 
ing the  unconquerable  determination  of  a 
people.  The  principle  of  this  association 
»  one  for  rendering  ineffeclual  what  the 
Legislature  in  its  wisdom  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  adopt;  for  it  amounts  to  this 
declaration — "  The  Roman  Catholic,  in 
the  name  and  letter  of  the  law,  is  admitted 
to  a  participation  of  civil  rights  and  privi- 
leges; vet  by  our  association,  and  by  our 
physical  strength  and  power  in  the  coun- 
try, we  shall  prevent  the  provisions  of  the 
law  from  being  carried  into  operation." 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  then  pro- 
ceeded to  say,  that  the  value  of  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  of 
the  declaration  from  the  Throne,  was,  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  should  be  free,  and 
that  the  whole  people  should  have  equal 


civil  privileges,  in  fact  as  well  as  in  law. 
It  was  certainly  honourable  to  those  noble 
and  illustrious  persons  themselves,  exer- 
cising the  high  authority  which  they  did 
with  their  brethren,  to  recommend  the  dis- 
solution of  this  association,  in  accordance 
with  the  wish  of  the  Throne;  but  how 
short-sighted  or  inconsistent  it  was,  ia 
some  at  least  of  that  body,  to  accede  to 
its  extinction,  and  yei  recommend  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  principle  on  which  it  was 
founded,  and  thereby  perpetuate  the  mis- 
chiefs which  they  appeared  desirous  to 
abolish  7  "  My  Lord  (continued  the  no- 
ble and  learned  Lord),  what  I  mean  to  say 
is  this — that  if  you  hold  out  to  the  people 
of  Ireland — Protestant  and  Catholic — that 
equal  privileges  are  not  honestly  and  per- 
fectly to  be  communicated  to  both,  you 
hold  out  a  principle  on  which  it  is  impos- 
sible the  country  can  be  governed.  [The 
Duke  of  Cumberland:  1  don't  deny  that,] 
Oh,  then,  1  see  the  illustrious  Duke  and  I 
are,  after  all,  about  to  arrive  at  the  same 
conclusion.  The  illustrious  Duke  is  about 
to  give  in  his  adhesion  to  the  principle 
which  I  have  laid  down,  and  depart  from 
the  representation  which  I  gave  of  his  opi- 
nions (and  which  he  so  heartily  cheered) 
on  the  question  of  Catholic  Emancipation. 
Now,  does  the  illustrious  Duke  admit,  that 
the  principle  on  which  the  Government  of 
Ireland  should  be  conducted,  and  the  law 
applied,  is  the  principle  of  equal  right  to 
the  whole  of  the  people  ?  [The  Duke  of 
Cumberland:  I  agree  to  that.  Let  the 
Government  do  so.]  Well,  then,  as  wo 
are  now  at  length  agreed  as  to  what  should 
be  the  object  of  the  Oovernment,  we  have 
next  to  consider  by  what  means  it  is  to 
be  obtained.  At  all  events,  the  illustrious 
Duke  admits,  and  after  his  announcement 
of  his  concurrence  in  it,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  no  one  will  now  be  found  ready 
to  dispute  the  guiding  principle  on  whicn 
the  Irish  Government  should  be  conducted, 
namely,  that  it  should  fairly  carry  the  in- 
tentions uf  the  Legislature  into  efilect,  and 
give,  in  fact,  and  truth,  equal  laws  and 
rights  to  all  the  people  of  Ireland,  with- 
out any  religious  distinction.  That,  my 
Lords,  is  a  fair  principle;  I  claim  no  more 
— I  desire  no  more.  I  believe  that  no  re- 
ipectable  portion  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
lesire  more.  But  the  illustrious  Duke 
says,  "  Let  that  be  done."  How  7  By 
the  only  means  in  which  it  can  be  efTectea 
— by  the  arm  of  the  law  and  the  authority 
of  the  GoTemment  of  the  country.    And 
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bare  I  am  brought  back  into  what  I  think 
wu  very  unnecessarily  introduced  into  the 
present  diacussion,  and  what  I  can't  but 
say  appears  to  me  to  he  the  principal  ob- 
ject of  ihat  discusaion,  particularly  on  the 
part  of  tlie  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last,  and 
who,  not  conlentiae  himself  either  with 
the  vindication  of  his  own  honour,  for 
seeking  an  opportunity  of  making  which 
he  vas  entitled  to  every  praise,  or  confin- 
iag  himself  to  the  vindication  of  the  ho- 
nour of  those  who  were  originally  engaged 
in  this  society,  thought  proper  to  take  that 
occasion  for  bringing  forward  a  series  of 
vague,  general,  most  unjust,  and  un- 
founded charges  against  the  Oovernment 
of  Ireland.  My  Lords,  this  is  not  a  fair 
way  of  dealing  with  the  present  question. 
Is  it  fair  or  reasonable  to  call  on  my  noble 
Friend  at  the  head  of  his  Majesty's  Go- 
rernment,  or  any  person  connected  with 
the  Government,  to  go,  upon  such  a  mo- 
lion  as  the  present,  into  a  general  vindica- 
tion of  the  Government  of  Ireland,  with 
respect  to  the  administration  of  the  laws 
and  the  disposition  of  its  patronage?  No- 
thing can  be  easier  than  to  apply  harsh 
epithets  to  a  Government — to  say  that  it 
is  unjust  and  partial— tliat  it  has  aban- 
doned one  interest,  and  that  its  favour 
runs  exclusively  in  a  particular  channel ; 
and  when  I  had  the  honour  of  coming 
lately  from  Ireland  to  attend  my  duties 
here,  I  found  a  storm,  upon  this  topic, 
rising  in  every  direction  :  I  heard  of  no- 
thing but  the  gross  abuses  of  the  Irish 
Government — of  the  various  acts  which 
they  had  committed — the  things  which 
they  had  done,  and  which  they  should 
have  lefl  undone,  and  the  things  which 
they  should  have  done,  but  which  they 
had  neglected  to  do.  One  more  serious 
charge,  however,  against  them  was,  that 
they  had  neglected  the  Protestant  interest. 
But  I  have  not  heard  any  distinct  act  of 
omission  or  commission  on  the  part  of  the 
Irish  Oovernment.  And  I  now  challenge 
any  one  to  bring  any  distinct  accusation 
against  that  Government;  and  if  I  am  not 
grossly  misinformed  there  can,  and  there 
■hall  be,  given  to  it  the  most  distinct,  ex- 

r licit,  and  satisfactory  answer.  My  Lords, 
will  not  condescend  to  enter  into  an  in- 
quiry into  the  conduct  of  particular  indi- 
viduals who  nre  represented  as  the  general 
masters  of  the  Government  of  Ireland. 
The  only  question  which  can  be  raised 
vith  reference  to  the  aupposed  subservi- 
ency of  tbe  Goreroment,  is  not  whether 


they  have  availed  themselves  of  the  ser- 
vices of  those  whose  support  they  have  tlie 
honour  to  receive,  but  whether  they  have 
in  any  instance  sacrificed  their  own  prin- 
ciples in  order  to  procure  that  support. 
I  boldly  say — and  I  challenge  investiga- 
tion— -that  no  proofs  can  be  adduced  of 
their  having  so  yielded  in  any  one  instance. 
The  ludicrous  charges  brought  against  the 
Government  are  really  the  greatest  triamph 
which  it  can  have  over  its  opponents,  for 
flfler  all  the  anxiety  to  detect  their  errors, 
and  to  show  that  they  have  violated  every 
principle  of  the  constitution,  the  only  spe- 
cific charge  alleged  against  it  is  Lord 
Mulgrave  having  invited  Mr.  O'Conuell 
to  dinner.  It  is  really  a  thing  to  oc- 
cupy a  page  in  bislory,  and  after-agn 
are  to  reed  it  with  aatooishment,  "  that  od 
such  a  day  in  January,  1836,  Lord  Mul- 
grave sent  to  his  aide  de-camp  to  wait  on 
Mr.  O'Connell  to  ask  him  to  dinoer  in 
Dublin  Castle."  This  charge  was  one  too 
frivolous  to  notice,  and  from  which  the 
noble  Marquis  alluded  to  has  already 
been  exculpated,  even  in  the  opinion  of 
the  hon,  and  learned  Gentleman,  who  had 
upon  a  former  occasion  brought  the  accusa- 
tion against  him.  I  again  repel  the  char^ 
made  on  the  Irish  Oovernment.  I  give  a 
direct  and  positive  denial  to  all  charges 
which  are  general  and  vague.  Mr.  O'Con- 
nell, Mr.  O'Connell,  Mr.  O'Connell  I  No 
other  name  is  mentioned  at  present  by, 
thoseopposed  to  the  Government.  Why, my 
Lords,  Mr.  O'Connell  possesses  more  in- 
fluence than  he  himself,  as  he  has  feelingly 
stated  ought  to  possess,  or  than  any  man 
ought  to  enjoy.  But  how  has  he  becooie 
possessed  of  it?  Why,  my  Lords,  every 
grievance  that  you  leave  unredressed— 
every  unjust  attack  on  the  privileges  of 
the  people  (no  matter  what  may  be  their 
religious  belief) — every  declaration  that 
you  make,  that  the  same  laws  shall  not  be 
administered  in  spirit  and  effect  to  all  classes 
is  but  adding  strength  to  the  influence  of 
that  individual.  I  am  not  disposed  to  deny 
that  the  extent  of  influence  is  most  con- 
demnatory of  the  state  of  society  in  which 
it  can  be  obtained;  but,  my  Lords,  Mr. 
O'Connell  is  rendering  services  to  Ireland 
which  are  beyond  all  calcniation.  I  have 
never  known  Ireland  in  such  a  state  of 
tranquillity  as  at  this  moment.  Would 
any  Government,  in  their  senses,  reject 
the  support  of  such  an  influential  indivi- 
dual when  he  offers  them  his  servtoeil 
Hare  former  Oovernnent*  acted  on  tliQ 
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tirinciple  which  is  now  so  dogmaticBlly 
aid  down?  Haa  tlie  noble  Duke,  who 
was  at  one  time  at  the  head  of  the  Oo- 
vemment  of  this  country,  end  mho  has 
since  been  the  leader  of  the  association — 
has  be  refused  to  take  the  assistance  of  indi- 
viduats,  unless  they  exactlj  coincided  with 
him  in  political  opinions?  Why  bad  he 
taken  the  assistance  of  the  noble  Marquis? 
Why  had  he  taken  the  assistance  of  persons 
friendly  to  a  system  of  reform,  he  himself 
bein^  directly  opposed  to  it?  But  it  is  said 
that  Mr.O'Connellhasnot expressed  proper 
opinions  of  your  Lordships'  House  and  of 
jrour  Lordships  as  individuals.  My  Lords, 
»  it  \\it  duty  of  the  Oovernment  to  keep 
a  kind  of  register  of  the  expressions  of  all 
public  men,  with  a  view  of  determining 
what  exactly  should  be  the  temper  dis- 
played by  each  individual,  and  the  lan- 
guage in  which  his  thoughts  should  be 
clothed,  so  as  to  fix  a  standard  according 
to  which  the  support  of  a  public  man 
might  be  received  ?  It  was  m;  fate  to 
meet  on  many  occasions  at  the  tables  of 
Lords-Lieutenant,  Dr.  Duigenan ;  and  yet 
there  was  no  language  of  vituperation  and 
of  abuse  which  be  had  not  at  one  time  or 
other  lavished  sometimes  on  the  Govern- 
ment,  and  at  other  time*  on  those  opposed 
to  it.  I,  however,  never  heard  a  formal 
charge  brough  t  against  an  y  Lord-  Lieutenant 
for  having  Bsked  that  individual  to  diue. 
It  ia  said  that  the  Government  have  deter- 
mined that  all  persons  who  belonged  to 
Orange  Lodges  are  tobe  deprived  of  all  ac- 
cess topublic  offices  of  trust.  No  such  prin- 
ciple was  ever  laid  downbytheOovernment. 
The  principle  which  has  been  laid  down 
is,  that  after  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  has  made  their  report,  and  after 
it  has  been  ascertained  by  that  report  what 
the  nature  of  Orange  Lgdges  is,  that  any 
person  who  made  application  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  any  new  office  of  Government 
or  magistracy  should  not  be  admitted  until 
he  declared  that  he  was  no  longer  a  mem- 
ber of  an  Orange  Association.  But,  my 
Lords,  I  have  myself,  in  several  instances, 
acting  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Execu- 
tive Government,  declined  appointing  an 
individual,  nntil  I  ascertained  first,  nhether 
he  was  a  member  of  an  Orange  Lodge, 
and  nest,  whether  he  meant  to  continue  to 
be  io.  But  to  say,  that  because  men 
hare  been  members  of  Orange  Lodges 
that  they  are  never  afterwards  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  offices  of  trust  and  magistracy 
n  R  priocipl*  wfaicb  ti»  oev«r  been  acted 


on  or  supposed  to  be  proper.  Though 
I  am  sorry  to  introduce  so  invidious  a 
topic,  I  am  obliged  to  observe  that  the 
appointments  of  Protestants  made  by  the 
Irish  Government,  bear  a  fair  proportion 
to  those  of  Roman  Cathohcs.  One  judge 
has  t>een  appointed,  and  he  is  a  Protestant 
1  observe  a  number  of  assistant  barristers 
have  also  been  appointed.  I  can  repeat 
the  names  of  three  or  four  who  are  Pro- 
testants. There  are,  perhaps,  an  equal 
number  of  Roman  Catholics.  But  I  do 
not  believe  that  any  inquiry  was  ever 
made,  or  question  asked,  as  to  whether 
these  individuals  were  Protestants  or  Ro- 
man Catholics.  But  the  noble  Lords  op- 
posite say,  *'  Tis  true  these  individuals  are 
not  Papists,  hut  they  are  political  Papists, 
because  they  are  friendly  to  the  claims  of 
the  Catholics."  So  that  here  is  a  Govern- 
ment founded  on  liberal  principles,  which, 
unless  it  appoints  persons  of  opposite  opi- 
nions to  their  own,  is  charged  nith  con- 
ferring its  patronage  on  religiousor  political 
Papists.  I  conclude  b;  reiterating  the 
challenge  which  I  have  before  given,  that 
if  any  specific  charge  of  miscondact  can 
be  brought  forward,  either  In  refusing  as- 
sistance to  any  clergyman  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  his  just  right,  or  wilhholaing  die 
requisite  protection  of  Protestant  property, 
let  it  be  made,  and  I  take  upon  myself  to 
say,  it  shall  be  satisfactorily  answered. 
With  respect  to  the  particular  instance  (o 
which  the  noble  Lord  ellnded,  that  haa 
been  already  sufficiently  explained.  The 
present  Irish  Government  refused  to  give 
effect  to  a  commission  of  rebellion  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  practice  of  every  Govern- 
ment since  the  year  1823,  and  amongst 
them  of  that  of  Lord  Haddington.  The 
noble  and  learned  Lord  concluded  by  ex- 
presaing  a  hope  that  when  the  noble 
Lord  had  time  to  reflect,  between  the 
present  time  and  the  meeting  of  the 
association  on  the  llth  April,  his  speech 
would-bc  more  calculated  to  produce  the 
effect  which  he  seemed  desirous  to  attain, 
than  the  greater  portion  of  his  address  on 
thepresent  occasion. 

The  Earl  of  WinchiUea  said,  that  as  tha 
noble  Lord  had  referred  to  Catholic  Eman- 
cipation, and  the  necessity  of  conciliatiD(f 
the  Catholics,  he  (the  Earl  of  Winchilsea) 
would  beg  leave  to  tell  him  that  Emancipa- 
tion had  failed  to  produce  the  good  ex- 
pected from  it,  and  now  announced  to 
have  flowed  from  it.  So  far  from 
Emancipatioa  bftving  dimioiibed  crime, 
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olhen  o(  a  different  complexion,  ind  tbe 


crime  tuul  iDcreaied  since  the  pania;  of 
that  muiure.  Ho  could  piore  tbe  fact 
from  documentt.  Hii  object  however  id 
m'mg  was  to  expreis  hit  entire  diiapproba' 
tion  at  the  luppreiiion  of  the  Oraoge  so- 
ciety. Ha  would  allow  that  the  friends 
of  toe  iastitution  ia  the  other  House  acted 
wisely  ia  not  opposing  the  resolution  which 
was  directed  agaiasl  the  society.  It  was  true 
they  made  great  sacrifices,  but  they  were 
in  a  difficult  position,  and  they  proved 
their  loyalty  by  coming  to  that  decision. 
There  were  five  or  six  other  societies  bound 
by  illegal  oaths.  Wbj  were  not  these  in 
eluded  in.  a  resolution?  If  the  Orange 
societies  weie  illegal,  why  did  not  the 
nobia  Viscount  enforce  toe  law  against 
them  T  and,  if  they  were  \eaa\,  wby  restrict 
the  liberty  of  the  subject  By  their  wanton 
suppression  ?  The  exercise  of  tbe  power 
of  the  Grown,  as  advised  by  Ministers,  was 
a  Bill  of  pains,  though  not  of  penaiti 
The  noble  Viscount  should,  if  he  wished  to 
do  an  act  of  impartial  justice,  at  once 
bring  in  a  Bill  declaring  all  secret  societies 
illegal.  He  hoped  the  society  would  follow 
the  advice  of  its  leaders,  and  disperse ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  he  hoped  they  would 
never  fo^et  what  was  due  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Protestant  institutions  of 
tbe  emnire,  or  desert  their  principles. 

Lord  Hatherton  maintained  that  the 
address  to  the  Crown  from  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  subject  of  Orange  socie- 
ties, in  consequence  of  which  tbey  had 
been  abolished,  was  not  unconstitutional, 
being  justified  by  precedent.  He  referred 
to  the  proceedings  in  the  year  1807  upon 
the  Reversion  Bill,  which  had  been  sent  up 
to  the  House  of  Lords  by  the  Commons, 
but  which  the  Lords  refused  to  pass.  The 
consequence  was,  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons immediately  voted  au  address  to  the 
Crown,  praying  thai  it  would  not  give  any 
places  in  reversion  for  six  weeks  after  the 
next  meeting  of  Parliament.  Now  this 
was  a  much  stronger  step  than  that  taken 
on  tbe  present  occasion,  being  the  usurpa- 
tion of  a  sort  of  temporary  legislation 
which,  pe^aps,  might  fairly  be  conceived 
coatnuy  to  tbe  spirit  of  our  Constitution. 
He  was  rejoiced  to  find  that  the  opinion  of 
the  House  of  Commons  had  been  acted 
npon  on  tbe  present  occasion.  He  much 
preferred  to  see  these  institutions  put  an 
end  to  by  the  moral  influence  of  society 
than  by  compulsory  means.  The  evil  was 
not  confined  to  themselves ;  the  exialence 
of  oae  clau  of  political  societlei  cfUled  up 


consequence  was  that  law  was  trampled 
under  foot,  and  property  destroyed,  or  ren- 
dered precarious  and  valueless.  In  order 
to  show  to  what  an  extent  tbe  spirit  of  party 
had  prevailed  hitherto  in  the  disposition  of 
Government  patron  age  in  Ireland,  he  would 
merely  trouble  tbe  House  with  a  t>rief  state- 
ment of  a  few  of  the  appointments  as  he 
found  them  distributed  on  going  over  to 
Ireland  in  tbe  year  1833.  On  tbe  ordi- 
nary commission  of  the  peace  there  were 
2,668  persons  of  whom  only  392  were 
Roman  Catholics;  police  magistrates 
twenty-five,  of  whom  two  were  Roman 
Catholics;  sub- inspectors  of  police  316, 
of  which  twenty-two  were  Roman  Catholics; 
town  councillors  thirty-four,  of  which  two 
were  Roman  Catholics;  lieutenants  of 
counties  thirty-two,  of  which  two  were 
Roman  Catholics;  assistant  barristers 
ihirty-two,  of  which  there  were  three  Ro- 
man Catholics.  Such  was  the  state  of  the 
case  in  1833,  when  he  went  over  to  Ireland, 
if  the  noble  Lord  now  tbe  representative 
of  his  Majesty  iu  that  country  came  info 
office,  finding  a  slight  reduction  of  tbit 
glaring  inequality  and  favouritism,  which 
he  believed  might  have  been  the  case,  he 
trusted  that  the  noble  Lord  would  be 
stimulated  by  that  circumitance  to  reduce 
still  further  all  causes  of  complaint  of  that 
kind. 

The  Marquess  of  Londonderry  briefly 
replied.  He  could  not  see  that  the  state- 
ments just  made  by  the  noble  Lord  oppo- 
site, in  reference  to  tbe  appointments  of 
the  two  late  Lord  Lieutenants,  bad  any- 
thing to  do  with  those  of  the  present  Lonl 
Lieutenant ;  and  therefore  was  no  answer 
to  his  (Lord  Londonderry's)  charge  and 
complaint,  namely,  that  in  the  present 
disposiiion  of  the  patronage  of  the  Irish 
Government,  theYact  of  being  a  staunch 
Protestant  was  held  a  sufficient  disqualifi- 
cation against  any  one,  be  he  who  he 
might.  If  the  noble  Lord  opposite  would 
consent  to  giving  him  a  return  of  the  num- 
ber of  appointments  made  by  the  present 
Irish  Government,  stating  by  whom  re- 
commended, and  also,  as  far  as  possible, 
whether  tbe  parties  were  Catholics  or  Pro- 
testants, he  believed  he  should  be  able  to 
bear  out  to  the  fullest  extent  the  state- 
ments which  he  had  made  to  the  House 
upon  this  BubjecL 

Motion  agreed  to. 
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lliNnma.]  BUL  Rod  ■  HBad  Oat:—LtUa  SlaUng 
(Sauluid). 

PNiUon*  tl—titl.  Bj  Hi.  lAK—  OIwUP.  bom  GlsfDW, 
At  lb*Rtp«^ii(  lb*  Doty  OB  Sop.— B;  Loid  Caitlc- 
■■iaR>ft«BN<ny,>(iiiiit|  indbf  Lord-AeBum,  Kt, 


sd)  Bin.— By  Lonl  Euuiran 
Khigibridca,  la  IkTDiir  or  Ut.  BneiiaauH-B  C 
BT  Hi*  Huqau  at  CiuDoa,  (nm  Ok  Wlndc 
(BoAil.ViWlht  Loo  Rile  oIWifNlbt  Lata 
lb.  Wiuu,  ftooi  Soutlmnptai,  for  Rdlrf  to  th 


MrifegC— BrUr.BirAn.fecniUnrpooliBdbr 
Ifr.  SsmLinnD,  ftom  Uimiaghaiai  agilail  the  Euii* 
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heard  of  it  rrom  the  ootice  given  by  the  hoQ. 
Oeotlemaa  opposite  of  hu  intention  to  pre- 
sent it.  The  petition  which  he  held  in  bii 
hand  reached  him  on  Tuesday  last,  but  too 
tate  to  present  it  with  that  inlruited  to 
the  hoD.  Member  for  Belfast.  That  hon. 
Gentleman,  when  he  preseoted  hii  petition, 
stated  that  it  was  ligoed  by  6,000  indi' 
viduals.  In  this  he  thought  there  was  a 
■light  mistaite,  for,  on  inquiry  at  the  Re- 
port 0£Gce,  he  found  there  were  attached 
to  it  only  4,364  trgnatures.  He  was  aur* 
the  hon.  Member  did  not  wish  to  deceire 
the  House,  but  some  person  had  deceived 
him  on  the  subject.  He  would  net  com- 
pete with  the  hon.  Member  in  the  number 
of  iignaturei  to  the  respective  petitiont, 
but  he  would  defy  him  to  impeach  tha 
respectability  of  those  who  signed  that 
which  he  was  about  to  present.  They 
were  men  of  interest  and  weight  in  Belfaati 
and  the  ban.  Member  would  see  among 
the  signatures  the  names  of  those  with 
whom  lie  bad  formerly  associated  in  stand- 
ing forward  to  assert  the  rights  and  liber- 
tie*  of  the  people.  He  would  see  the 
names  of  men  who  were  his  associates 
when  he  eloquently  and  determiaately 
advocated  popular  rights.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  had  cast  oS  the  principles 
which  he  maintained  in  his  juvenile  days; 
he  had  cast  aS  the  friends  with  whom  he 
associated  in  other  times;  and  had  dis- 
carded the  principles  of  which  he  was  oacA 
the  assertOT.  He  was  not  surprised  at  the 
manner  in  which  the  petition  had  been 
kept  in  concealment  while  it  was  within 
the  limits  of  Belfast  i  he  waa  not  at  all 
surprised  that  when  the  petition  came  to 
this  country  it  should  be  the  object  of  th« 
hon.  Member  to  iucrease  its  importance; 
but,  notwiih  at  ending  all  that  tad  beea 
done  to  hide  it  at  home  and  magnify  it 
abroad,  he  would  fearlessly  place  the 
counter- petition,  which  he  had  now  lh« 
honour  to  present  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
challenging  any  hon.  Member  to  deny  its 
respectability. 

Mr.  Dunbar  said,it  was  not  his  intention, 
being  a  verv  young  Member  of  the  House, 
to  trespass  long  on  its  indulgence ;  hat  he 
felt  that  he  should  not  be  discharging  hit 
duty  to  his  constituents  nor  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  borough  of  which  he  bad  tba 
honour  to  be  one  of  the  refH'esentativesi 
were  he  to  he  silent  on  an  occasion  whea 
their  interests  were  so  deeply  lavolred.  It 
would  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  Housa 
Uikt  his  hon.  Friend  aod  colleague  bad 


K  RiUhI^  LietDNd  VUunUeli  gf  tbt 
AddlUoBd  DntT  od  Epiilt  Uccub.— By  Mr.  Oiluw, 
ftoa  Umk,  tot  Abididdiv  thB  auiula  Libovr  (Scot- 
tad)  AEtb^-BTth*  iBBa.  III.  TTmi  nod  Mi.  Williub. 
&DB  Uma  ntcBHicilBil  Um  Sluap  Duty  OB  Nmii^MS, 

McKiciPAL  Retobu  (Ikelamd.)— 
p£TiTio»s.]  Mr,  Sharvum  Crawfordpn- 
sented  a  Petition  from  Belfast,  in  favour  of 
the  Mimicipal  Reform  Bill,  and  praying 
that  ft  measure  of  Reform  should  be  ex- 
tended to  Ireland  on  the  same  principles  as 
those  which  have  already  passed  for  Eng- 
land and  Scotland.  The  petitioners  stated 
that  they  wished  to  hare  the  town  of  Bel- 
fast included  in  the  provisions  of  any  Bill 
of  that  nature  whicti  might  pass  the  House, 
as  its  corporation  had  been  for  a  consider- 
able period  inoperative  for  any  useful  pur- 
pose, or  for  its  good  local  goveremeut 
He  respectfully  requested  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 
It  would  be  in  the  recollection  of  hon. 
Members,  that  «  petition  had  been  pre- 
sented a  few  nights  ago  by  one  of  the 
Members  for  Belfast  with  a  directly  oppo- 
site prayer.  The  petitioners,  whose  wishes 
be  now  brought  forward,  had  at  first  felt  it 
unnecessary  to  trouble  the  House  on  the 
•object,  confiding  in  the  wisdom  and  jus- 
tice of  the  legislature  in  extending  to  them 
a  meunre  based  on  the  principles  of  the 
Acts  for  England  and  Scotland.  They 
did  not  intend  to  forward  any  petition 
until  they  had  heard  of  that  which  was 
presented  by  the  hon. -Member  opposite, 
and  which  he  (Mr,  Crawford)  must  say 
was  smuggled  through  Belfast.  That 
petition,  doubtless,  never  saw  the  light  of 
day  until  it  was  presented  in  that  House. 
No  notice  of  the  intention  to  get  it  up  was 
^■nOf  and  the  inhabitaota  of  Belfast  first 
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picKnted  B  petiikm  a  few  evenings  since 
in  sopport  of  the  present  system  in  the 
boToagti  of  Belfast,  bearing,  as  had  just 
been  stated  by  the  bon.  Member  opposite, 
upwards  of  4,000  signatures,  and  compris- 
ing those  of  persons  of  the  highest  respect- 
tbility  and  of  different  pohticsl  parties. 
tn  the  sentiments  contained  in  that  peti- 
tion he  fatly  concurred.  The  municipal 
affiiira  of  the  borough  of  Belfast  had  for 
some  years  past  been  managed  by  two 
Boards  appointed  under  a  local  AcL 
These  Boards  were  called  "  The  Board  of 
Commissioners,"  and  "The  Police  Com- 
mittee." Having  been  a  member  of  the 
latter  for  the  last  two  years,  he  was  better 
enabled  to  bear  testimony  to  the  efliciency 
of  the  present  system,  and,  perhaps,  the 
best  proof  of  its  working  well  was  the  fact 
that  there  bad  never  been  one  word  of 
complaint  against  it  by  any  party  whatever 
until  the  petition  now  presented  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dundallc.  If  he  might 
faealbwed  to  state  one  ract,which  appeared 
to  him  calculated  to  show  the  purity  of  Lhe 
motives  and  the  anjcious  desire  of  the  com- 
mittee to  give  general  BatiBfaction,  he 
would  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  town  of 
Belfast  was  divided  into  seven  districts 
\o  each  of  these  three  members  of  the  com 
mittee  were  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of 
superintending  the  several  duties  con- 
nected with  their  office,  such  as  lighting, 
paving,  and  local  improvements,  and 
to  inquire  into  the  merits  of  any  peti- 
tions or  complaints  that  the  inhabitants  in 
their  respective  districts  might  make  on 
those  and  other  subjects.  Now,  so  anxious 
were  the  committee  to  provide  for  the  strict 
and  impartial  discharge  of  their  duties, 
that  they  passed  a  resolution  that  no  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  should  be  appointed 
to  a  district  in  which  he  possessed  any 
properly,  lest  he  should  be  biassed  in  his 
decisions.  The  committee,  he  could  aa- 
iura  the  House,  was  composed  of  indi- 
vidoals  of  different  political  sentiments, 
and  yet  he  had  never  known  the  progress 
of  the  public  business  impeded  on  that 
tCGOtint.  The  House  would  observe  that 
hit  remarks  had  been  solely' confined  to 
the  police  committee,  on  (whom  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  business  devolved.  As 
to  the  Commissioners,  he  had  every  reason 
to  SDppose  that  their  conduct  had  been 
geiieTally  satisfactory;  and  whatever  dif- 
fereacea  might  have  occasionally  arisen 
between  the  two  Boards  (and  he  believed 
fhilt  WBi  nil  that  wai  alleged  against  the 


present  system  by  the  petitionen)  be  did 
believe  that  the  interest  of  the  public  bad 
never  suffered  from  them.  This  t>ody,  the 
commissioners,  was  also  composed  of  per- 
sons of  different  political  opinions;  aodhe 
believed  he  was  correct  in  stating  that  at 
present  the  majority  of  them  were  Liberals, 
and  some  of  tbem  very  decided,  aa  his 
hon.  Friend  and  colleague  <x>uld  testifv. 
The  members  of  this  Board  were  elected 
for  life;  whereas  the  members  of  the 
committee  were  elected  annually.  He 
could  assure  the  House  that  in  thus 
advocatiog  the  present  system  be  bad 
no  self-interest  to  gratify,  for  he  did 
believe  that  the  proposed  change  would 
make  no  alteration  in  the  political 
interest  in  the  borough  ;  but  be  was  cdd- 
fident  that  the  constant  recarrence  of 
elections  would  be  a  serious  injury  to  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  that  rising  town. 
As  to  the  Corporation  it  was  virtually  de- 
funct; but  at  all  events  he  had  no  inten- 
tion  to  say  one  word  in  riupport  of  it. 
He  that  morning,  had  received  a  letter 
from  a  noble  Lord,  who,  from  the  sitaa- 
tion  of  his  property,  might  be  supposed 
to  have  considerable  interest  in  the 
borough,  in  which  he  stated,  that  he  fully 
coincided  in  the  view  taken  by  the  right, 
hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Tamworth, 
of  Irish  Municipal  Reform,  and  would  be 
happy  to  support  him.  He  (Mr.  Dunbar) 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Dundalk  to  call  his  attention  to 
another  petition  which  he  lately  presented 
on  the  same  sutject,  as  it  appeared  to 
him  to  contain  a  gross  and  wilful  misre* 
presentation,  and  to  reflect  upon  the 
character  of  a  noble  family,  Vrhose  high 
and  unimpeachable  integrity  required  no 
eulogium  from  him.  He  alluded  to  the 
petition  from  Bangor  in  favour  of  Munici- 
pal Reform.  The  petitioners  stated  that  the 
corporate  bodies  in  Ireland  had,  in  many 
instances,  scandalously  misappropriated  the 
funds  with  which  they  had  been  intrusted 
for  the  public  advantage,  and  bad  pursued 
for  many  yean  a  system  of  wasteful  ex- 
penditure and  gross  malversation,  and  it 
proceeded  thus: — "That  the  Report  of 
his  Majesty's  Commissioners  will  show 
that  ^our  petitioners  have  snffered  grie* 
vonsly  from  those  corporate  abuses  which 
have  grown  into  rank  Insuriance  in  the 
borodgh  that  they  inhabit."  He  would 
now  refer  to  the  Report  of  his  M^esly'a 
Commissioners  where  he  found  the  lollow- 
iDff :  —  "  Thii  Corporatiop  pmenti  a  nii^ 
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ioBtance  of  a  property  preserved  with  care, 
and  an  income,  generally  speaking  mefuUy 
expended,  andBatiBfactoriljaccountedroT. ' 
He  (Mr.  Dunbar)  hoped  the  hon.  Member 
would  not  luppoBe  that  he  intended  to 
reflect  upon  him,  as  he  was  sure,  had  the 
hon.  Member  read  the  petition,  he  woold 
not  have  presented  it.  He  would  make 
no  further  remark,  but  leave  it  to  the  hon. 
Member  to  say  which  this  House  was  to 
believe  —  the  allejations  contained  in  the 
petition,  or  the  Repoit  of  his  Majesty's 
CommiMionera? 

Mr.  Emerson  TettTiant  would  not  waste 
the  time  of  the  House  by  replying  to  the 
very  unhandsome  personal  attack  with 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Dundallc  had 
teen  fit  to  favDnr  them  in  his  eloquent  ad- 
dress— but  with  regard  to  the  statement 
he  had  made  of  an  error  in  the  number  of 
the  signatures  in  the  petition  which  he 
(Mr.Tennant)had  presented  ou  a  previous 
occasion,  he  could  only  say,  that  ifsuch 
Bn  error  existed,  it  orfginated  with  his 
constituents  and  not  with  himself.  One 
would  naturally  suppose  that  the  number 
of  signatures  attached  to  such  declara- 
tions of  opinion  would  be  the  most  obvious 
test  as  to  whether  the  contents  were  in  ac- 
cbrdance  with  the  feelings  of  the  commu* 
nity  whence  they  emanated;  and  if  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dundalk  conceived,  on 
Monday  last,  that  a  petition  with  between 
4,000  and  5,000  names  attached  (□  it  was 
an  evidence  so  contemptible  and  fallacious 
SB  not  even  to  deserve  to  be  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  House,  the  hon.  Member  did  not 
surely  come  down  to-day  in  order  to  ask 
them  to  attach  greater  consequence  to  the 
document  which  he  presenteJ,  and  which 
scarcely  contained  one  fifth  that  number. 
The  circumstance  of  the  getting  up  of 
this  petition  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  pro- 
spective illustration  of  what  might  be  an- 
ticipated from  the  workings  of  that  parly 
spirit  which  existed,  not  only  in  Belfast, 
but  in  every  town  in  Ireland,  and  which 


been  thought  likely  to  be  unanimously 
adopted,  inasmuch  as  it  excluded  all  topic! 
of  political  discussion,  it  was  the  petition 
which  he  hadpresented  on  Monday  last,  and 
when  he  had  presented  that  petition  on  a 
former  day  the  hon.  Member  for  Dundalk 
had  risen,  and,  in  language  more  forcible 
than  courteous,  called  upon  the  House 
not  to  receive  it,   as  it  did  not  fairly  ez- 

Svss  the  real  feelings  of  the  people  of 
elfast,  on  this  question.  The  hon.  Mero< 
ber  also  said,  that  he  was  instructed  to 
state,  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  a 
petition  was  to  be  forwarded  to  him  for 
presentation,  which  wonid  really  embody 
the  genuine  sentiments  of  the  people  M 
Belfast  relative  to  the  Reform  of  their  Cor- 

S rations.  The  petition  which  the  hon. 
ember  had  just  presented  he  (Mr.  Ten- 
nant)  presumed  to  be  the  one  he  had  then 
announced.  He  would  almost  venture  to 
say,  that  from  the  sentiments  of  that 
petition,  notwithstanding  the  presentation 
of  the  present  one,  even  the  hon.  Member 
himself  (Mr.  S.  Crawford)  would  hardly 
dissent.  In  that  petition  the  bankers, 
shipowners,  merchants,  and  shopkeepers- 
all  those  who  had  the  most  direct  interest 
in  the  prosperity  and  peace  of  the  town  be- 
sought the  House  to  secure  to  them  bat 
two  objects  —  first,  a  well-regulated, 
efficient,  and  economical  system  of  munici- 
pal government ;  and,  secondly,  an  assu- 
rance of  quietness  and  repose  in  its  enjoy- 
ment and  administration.  The  first  of 
these  they  stated  that  they  already  enjoyed 
under  the  operation  of  their  present  Local 
Acts,  by  the  provisions  of  which  every 
municipal  function  was  sattsfactortly  dis- 
charged, without  encountering  the  slight- 
est opposition  or  deriving  the  slightest 
benefit  from  their  existing  Corporation. 
The  petition  just  presented  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dundalk  staled  that  the  ma- 
chinery of  these  Acts  was  insufficient,  com- 
plicated, and  embarrassing.  These,  he 
ifessed,   were  complaints  which  he. 


would  be  called  into  vigorous  and  perma-  ,  the  Representative  for  Belfast,  had  never 
nent  action  should  the  present  Bill  psss  ;  heard  of  till  that  evening,  although  they 
into  a  law — a  party  who  were  already  pre-  I  might  have  reached  the  ears  of  the  Repre- 
pared  to  make  factious  contest  about  every  j  senlaiive  of  Dundalk;  and,  even  supposing 
question,  however  beneficial  or  harmless,  '  such  defects  to  exist,  it  was  surely  a  more 
so  soon  as  the  setting  up  of  Municipal  simple  course  for  that  House  to  simplify 
Corporations  should  have  established  an-  their  intricacy,  and  to  extend  them  when 
nual  struggles  for  religious  and  political  insufficient,  than  to  abolish  the  system 
ascendency  throughout  every  at  present  altogether,  as  the  present  Bill  proposed, 
peacefulcommunityinlreland.  Ifthereever  instead  of  amending  some  of  its  details, 
wasapetitionemanatingfrom  acoromercial  And  as  to  the  second  object  of  the  peti- 
body  which,  more  than  another,  might  have   tions — peace,  unanimity,  and  goodordtt 
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m  tbeii  town — to  tkeia  the  j  mn  prepared 
Id  l»d  AD  eternal  hrewell,  u  eooD  u  a  Ha- 
■icipal  Corpotation,  with  all  ite  noity  tna- 
chinery  of  eanrauingand  conteiU,  coun- 
cils, aui  cotnmitteei,  wa>  eet  ioio  full  play 
in  the  midit  of  them.  And  yet  whit  wai 
the  condoct  of  the  so-called  liberal  party 
en  this  occasion,  as  itated  by  ibe  hon. 
Member  T  No  soooer  had  the  inhabitants 
generally  expressed  a  wiih  that  their  pre- 
sent Corporalion  should  be  sbolisned, 
and  that  they  should  be  left  to  regulate 
their  own  affairs  by  Local  Boards,  popu- 
larly elected,  as  at  present,  than  this  libe- 
ral party,  they  who  have  t>een  always  the 
londest  to  denounce  tbe  existence,  sud- 
denly niuiter  their  forces,  and  forward 
this  petition  to  the  hon.  Member,  to  per- 
petuate and  continue  it.  He  did  not  object 
to  the  petition  preaented  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Dundalk,  so  far  as  it  went  to  the 
abolition  of  the  abuKi  at  present  existing 
in  the  Irish  Corporation*.  On  the  oon- 
trary,  so  thoroughly  convinced  was  he  of 
tbe  total  inapplicability  of  the  corporate 
ayitem,  io  the  present  ttate  of  society  in 
Ireland,  to  aniwer  any  purpose  of  useful 
and  impartial  government,  that  he  should 
be  delighted  to  see  them  'annihilated  alto- 
gether. Hit  hon.  Colleague  (Mr.  Dunbar) 
had  alluded  to  the  petition  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dundalk  had  presented  on  a 
previous  night,  from  the  village  of  Bangor, 
in  the  county  of  Down,  praying  for  a  re- 
form in  ill  corporate  nfEsirs.  It  was  cer- 
tainly an  unfortunate  coincidence  for  the 
credit  of  other  petitions  in  favour  of  this 
Bill  that  tbe  first,  or  among  the  very  first, 
presented  in  its  fsvour,  waa  that  petition 
fVom  Bangor,  the  only  Corporation  in  Ire- 
land of  which  the  Commissioners  have 
spoken  with  unqualified  praise,  as  answer- 
ing every  end  of  good  government,  and 
exhibiting  In  action  at  the  present  moment 
all  that  thii  Bill  propoiea,  namely,  Judi- 
cious management,  equitable  expenditure, 
financial  publicity,  a  corporation  in  which 
the  funds  are  "  carefully  preserved, 
Oiefully  expended,  and  satiifactorily 
accounted  for,"  Now,  with  regard  to  the 
village  of  Bangor,  he  (Mr.  E.  TennanI) 
must  lay,  that  if  ibere  waa  one  incident  in 
the  Bill  more  prepoiteroui  than  another, 
it  was  the  idea  of  erecting  auch  a  hamlet 
into  an  actual  Municipal  Corporation. 
The  right  boo.  Gentleman,  tbe  Attorney- 
Qenaral  for  Ireland,  could  not  lurely  have 
known  the  actual  insignificance  of  this 
place,  when  he  included  it  in  a  Bill  like 
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there  vera  two  little  bathing  villages  oq 
iha  ibore  of  the  Bay  of  Belfast,  which 
were  the  summer  resort  of  tbe  inhsbitante. 
one  at  the  distance  of  four  miles  from  tbe 
town,  called  Holywood,  the  other,  tbia 
Bangor,  about  six  miles  farther.  Of  these, 
from  its  vicinity  and  thriving  condition, 
tbe  moat  important  by  far  wee  Holywood 
—the  former  had  not  above  2,500  resident 
inhabitants,  if  so  many;  and  yet  this 
pleasant  little  village  was  forthwith  to  have 
its  Corporation  reanimated,  and  all  society 
enlivened  under  the  auspices  of  a  mayor, 
four  aldermen,  and  twelve  common  coun- 
cillors. He  would  really  appeal  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dundalk  himself,  who 
knovrs  the  village  well,  whether  it  would 
not  be  actually  a  itaudiog  jest  in  the  north 
of  Ireland,  to  speak  of  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  Bangor.  He  hod  no  objec- 
tion to  the  prayer  of  the  petition  presented 
from  Belfast  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dundalk,  furlbei  than  he  bad  stated.  He 
objected  to  its  being  considered  as  repre- 
senting the  feelinga  of  tbe  town,  and  not 
merely  of  the  few  individuals  whose  namM 
it  bore. 
Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 

MtrHiciFAL  Rbforii  (Tkblamd)— . 
Committee.]  Lord  John  Ruutll  moved 
tbe  Order  of  the  Day  for  tbe  House  to  re- 
solve itself  into  a.  Committee  on  this  Bill. 

Lord  Fnatcis  Egerton :  in  proceeding 
to  discharge  the  duty  imposed  upon  me 
by  the  notice  I  have  given,  I  feel  nMire 
sensibly  than  usual  the  anxiety  of  a  posi- 
tion, in  which  without  anxiety  I  never 
find  myself,  If  there  be  any  (hiog  calcu- 
lated to  revive  that  feeling,  it  is  to  be 
found  by  me  in  the  circumstance  that  I 
rise  to  revive,  I  might  also  say  lo  cootioue, 
a  discussion,  which  lo  my  humble  judg- 
ment, and  with  reference  tn  all  itdes  of 
the  House,  has  hitherto  displayed  more  of 
argument  and  less  of  acrimony  than  is 
usual  on  questions  in  which  conflicting 
parties  put  forth  their  strength,  and  more 
especially  when  the  batde  ground  is  that 
great  field,  Ireland,  so  often  tbe  theatre  of 
Parliamsntary  conflict— would  that  it  woe 
confined  to  rarliamentary  confiict  alone. 
Little  aa  I  may  be  able  to  contribute  any 
addition  to  the  argument.  1  do  trust  I 
may  be  able  to  succeed  in  avoiding  to 
originate  any  infusion  of  that  second 
ingredient  1  have  named,  which  by  its  ab- 
sence has  distinguished  the  debate  wbtcb 
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tha  first  adorned.  There  wu  no  apeech 
delirered  on  that  occntion  more  atamped 
with  tbat  character  which  I  have  Tentiired 
to  attribute  tothedebatetban  that  which  I 
heard  delivered,  at  least  the  principal  part, 
by  the  Attorney- General  for  Ireland.  1 
was  indeed  (oo  late  for  its  coroniencement. 
I  regret  my  loss  the  leas,  because  tha  early 
portion  of  the  right  bon.  Gentleman's  ob- 
■errations  were  directed  to  a  portion  or 
the  subject  on  which  I  am  nnable  to  dis- 
pute his  facts,  stated  as  these  facts  were, 
with  no  more  of  asperity  than  the  duty  he 
had  nndertaken  of  devising  their  rcmedv 
demanded,  and  because,  moreover,  witn 
regard  to  the  present  necestity  of  that  re- 
medy, I  Ro  less  agree.  I  agree  to  ratify 
with  my  vote,  the  sentence  he  has  passed 
upon  institutions  which  cannot,  in  my 
judgment,  longer  withstand  the  evidence 
of  their  failure  for  any  good  social  par- 
poge,  whether  of  original  intention  or  ca- 
sual adoption  ;  and  whatever  may  be  my 
abstract  reverence  for  prescription  or  anli- 
quity,  I  am  prepared  to  relieve  them  from 
toe  burthen  of  a  weak  and  painful  exist- 
ence, withont  reference  to  the  particulnT 
qaaner  from  which  their  fall  may  be 
cheered,  or  to  what  parties,  on  the  other 
hand,  may  follow  them  with  lamentation 
to  the  grave.  As  far,  therefore,  as  the 
fact  of  tha  right  hon.  Oentleman'a  argu- 
ment extended,  I  find  myself  in  that  state 
of  concnrrence  which  I  wish  1  could  always 
find  mysalf  in  with  that  Gentleman.  Here, 
however,  as  the  motion  I  have  lubmitted 
to  the  House  indicates — here  I  am  afraid 
we  diverge.  I  join  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  removing  these  abuses  of  alleged 
exclusion  or  abuse,  and  it  is  only  when  he 
aits  down  to  build  among  the  rums  that  I 
pause  to  question  the  necessity,  or  to  ex- 
amine the  probable  results,  of  the  recon- 
structing provisions  of  his  Bill,  by  which 
he  proposes  to  repair  the  ravages  of  his 
preamble,  and  first  clause.  The  right 
non.  Gentleman  has  asked,  will  the  House, 
havioz  passed  a  measure  of  municipal  Re- 
fcrnn  for  Scotland  and  England,  will  it  re- 
fuse one  to  Ireland  on  similar  principles? 
My  answer,  if  I  could  answer  for  the 
'  House,  would  be  governed  by  a  definition 
of  the  eipreiston  of  similar  principles.  If 
yoD  mean  the  taking  every  human  security 
for  the  application  of  equal  justice  to  all 
clatses  and  all  persuasions  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  liw-~if  you  mean  by  it, 
the  placing  of  local  expenditure  for  muni- 
cipal purposes  tinder  vigilant  popular  con- 
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trol— I  answer,  "  Yes."  If  you  mean  aa 
elective  administration  of  the  fjincttons  of 
justice,  and  the  powers  of  the  armed  po- 
lice, I  answer  tliat  I  look  to  the  end  and 
not  the  means ;  and  when  you  have  shown 
me  that  those  ends  are  to  be  attained  by 
that  popular  election  in  Ireland  as  well  as 
England,  I  will  answer  ■'  Yes,"  also,  to 
that  proposition.  Bearing  this  observntioD 
aa  to  ihe  definition  of  similar  principles  in 
view,  I  deny,  that  in  substituting  abolition 
for  the  restoration  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman,  I  do  withhold  from  Ireland  the 
benefits  which,  to  use  the  words  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  Parliament  has  not  hesi- 
tated to  extend  to  the  other  parts  of  the 
empire.  This,  Sir,  is  the  cause  and  sub- 
stance of  an  argument  well  calculated  to 
dazzle  by  its  specious  lustre,  to  attract 
one's  attention  by  it's  sednctive  generality, 
and  to  blind  us  to  those  consequences 
which,  however  matters  of  detail,  hon. 
Gentlemen  will  pardon  me  for  saying  re- 
quire, as  I  think,  no  microscope  to  detect. 
He,  or  any  other  Gentleman,  who  boasts 
an  equal  pride  in  his 'Country,  or  equal 
love  for  the  land  which  reared  him,  may 
listen  with  impatience  to  anything  I  have 
to  say  on  the  subject  of  its  aSairs ;  but  I 
am  indeed  unfortunate  in  the  choice  of 
my  expressions  and  observations,  if  even 
they  should  discern  in  them  any  dispo- 
sition to  indulge,  either  as  an  English- 
man or  a  Protestant,  in  any  offensive  as- 
sumption of  superiority;  but  I  should 
wander  into  another  extreme  of  base,  and 
servile,  and  insincere  flattery,  if  I  told 
themthat  there  was  nothing  in  the  situation 
of  that  country,  in  the  state  of  its  society, 
which  distinguished  it  from  England  and 
other  nations,  and  which  may  in  special 
cases  make  it  an  unfit  recipient  for  insti- 
tutions which  are  not  in  themselves  essen- 
tial to  good  government,  and  which  are 
only  valuable  as  the  machinery  for  that 
purpose.  If  this  be  insuli  to  Ireland,  I 
can  only  say,  believing  it  to  be  the  tratb, 
that  I  should  conceive  E  was  insulting  the 
good  sense  of  Irishmen  if  I  suppressed  my 
conviction.  When  I  find  numbers  arrayed 
against  property,  a  minority  powerful  in 
wealth  and  intelligence,  opposed  to  a  ma- 
jority destitute  of  these  materials — when  I 
see  the  national  guardians  of  the  temporal 
and  spiritual  interest  of  its  lower  orders  in 
conflict — [  do  say,  that  there  is  a  tad  dis- 
tinction between  England  and  Ireland, 
which  bears  directly  on  the  question  now 
at  iHue ;  the  mode  by  which  wt  ahall  le- 
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gulale  the  adminiitratioD  of  the  lair,  eod 
the  protecttau  of  the  property  and  peace 
of  those  who  are  to  live  under  it  in  the  case, 
not  iadeed  of  society  at  large,  but  of  cer- 
tain nioit  important  ag^eg;atioDs  of  iodi- 
Tiduala — I  say  (hat  into  that  country  it  is 
not  desirable  to  introduce  a  system  by 
vbicb  he  who  has  to  administer  the  law  to 
all  may  be  indebted  for  his  tenure  of  that 
bigh  function  to  a  few.  1  say  that  if,  un- 
fortunately, theatate  of  feeling  be  such  that 
that  party  must  be  represented  by  him 
who  makes  the  law — that  if  it  be  such 
that  mere  profession  of  opinion,  apart 
from  the  proof  of  any  one  qualification 
upon  earth  be  a  passport  to  Parliamentary 
representation — 1  say  that  which  is  always 
desirable  becomes  doubly  necessary — that 
he  who  administers  it  should  feel  no  ob- 
ligation for  his  appointment — that  bis  in- 
itallatton  should  not  become  an  election 
chairing — that  he  should  not  be  borne 
into  the  hall  where  municipal  justice 
holds  bei  seat  on  the  shoulders  of  a  mob, 
any  more  than  he  should  snealc  Into  it 
Ihiougb  the  private  avenue  of  a  faction. 
My  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir  Robert  Peel) 
tpoVa  of  the  appointment  of  SheiiS's,  and 
he  asked  a  question  which  has  not  been 
answered  yet — what  security  the  popular 
appointments  of  those  officers  afforded  for 
the  purity  of  Juries,  and  the  impartial  ex- 
ecution of  that  must  important  function? 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wisely 
forbore  to  reply,  and  confined  the  force 
of  his  answer  to  the  circumstance  of  there 
being  but  eight  cities  which,  under  the 
Bill,  are  to  be  favoured  with  an  elective 
officer  of  that  denomination — only  eight 
cities,  Cork,  Dublin,  Kilkenny,  Limerick, 
and  Waierford,  and  three  others.  What 
would  Louis  Philippe  say  to  his  new  mi- 
nisters if  they  told  him,  "  We  have  an  in- 
stitution to  which  we  all  have  objection, 
but  really  (he  app1ica(ion  is  so  partial  that 
we  are  convinced  his  Majesty  will  not  ob- 
ject We  prc^se  to  apply  it  to  Paris, 
Lyons,  Marseilles,  Bourdesux,  Nantes, 
and  two  or  three  other  towns?"  Is  Ire- 
land the  country  I  have  described,  or  is  it 
not?  It  is  idle  to  be  delicate — ceremony 
Is  misplaced  in  dealing  with  such  a  subject; 
and  if  I  am  called  upon  to  demonstrate 
my  own  theory,  I  find  the  difficulty  which 
greater  reasoners  than  myself  have  found 
■n  proving  an  axiom,  or  in  confuting  that 
sceptical  system  which  denies  the  (esli- 
mony  of  our  senses,  and  the  evidence  of 
habilual  perceptions.     If  Ireland  be  not 
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that  country — if  1,  at  an  Ecgli^mon,  iiaU> 
conceive  its  situation,  or  speak  of  evils 
which  do  not  there  exist — then  I  sa;  to 
the  gentlemen  of  that  island,  who  hear 
me,  your  countrymen  misrepresent  you ; 
tribunals  end  professional  opioiona  ora 
unfaithful  guides;  your  own  daily  preu 
is  not  the  mirror  of  things  that  are; 
the  mass  of  evidence  before  Iriah,  or 
Orange,  or  Intimidation  Comroitteea  is  & 
tissue  of  mere  delusion;  those  who  gave 
it  were  falsifiers,  and  those  who  listened 
to  it  were  dupes.  If  Ireland  be  not  that 
country,  the  speeches  which  we  beard  the 
other  night,  when  this  House  rung  with 
applause  of  the  sentiments  and  language 
of  the  noble  Lord,  was  thrown  away  ;  the 
oil  of  conciliation  he  then  poured  out  was 
wasted  on  a  wavelesa  surface.  What  was 
it  which  wrung  from  all  parties  in  the 
House  that  applause  from  those  who  sel- 
dom unite  to  praise  or  to  condemn  1 
We  all  felt  that  there  were  passions  to  ap- 
pease, parties  to  reconcile,  and  strife  to 
terminate;  and  it  was  for  this  we  gave  the 
noble  Lord  the  honours  of  a  victory,  claim- 
ed without  the  insolence  of  triumph.  I 
am  told  however  that  these  are  argumeuts 
which  would  have  applied  to  the  Reform 
"'"      I  do  not  think  ao.     In  the  case  of 


the  Reform  Bill  some  may  have  thought 
that  there  were  reasons  wWh  forbad  its 
extension  to  Ireland;  butnonecould  have 
failed  to  perceive  that  to  deny  that  exten- 
sion must  there  have  been  felt — even  if  ne- 
cessary, as  an  insult  and  an  injury,  and 
hanlly  any  reason  could  have  been  alleged 
against  it  which  would  not  have  gone  all  iha 
lengths  of  despotism — you  had  no  choice 
in  that  case  between  the  perpetuation  of  all 
theabusesGO  called  which  you  bad  agreed  to 
sweep  into  schedule  A  in  England,  and  a 
similar  measure  of  reconstruction  ;  for  yon 
could  not  have  proposed  to  leave  Ireland 
without  a  representation  ?  Does  that  ne- 
cessity exist  here  ?  Is  separate  jurisdiction 
any  part  of  the  essence  of  our  constitution  T 
Does  our  elective  Magistracy  rank  with 
trial  by  Jury,  or  the  free  and  fair  repre- 
sentation of  the  people  in  Parliament  ?  If 
it  be  essential  in  theory  or  in  practice,  how 
has  Manchester,  how  has  Birmingham, 
pursued,  with  their  crowded  populations, 
the  arts  of  industry?  How  has  Belfast 
floutiahed  under  the  shadow  of  a  Cor- 
poration, and  why  do  9,000  of  her  in* 
habitants  petition  against  its  substance  T 
Why  should  election  be  confined  to  those 
communities  where  it  more  immediately 
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Musea  tbe  elements  of  local  itriFe,  and  i> 
adrerse  to  the  social  charities?  Why  is 
it  not  extended  to  the  rural  districts? 
These  considerations  bring  me  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Irish  Constabulary  Bill.  What . 
are  the  provisions  or  that  Bill,  and  their 
object?  They  deal  with  one  of  the  most 
important  objects  connected  with  the  peace 
of  Ireland — the  appointment  as  nell  as 
the  regulation  of  an  urmed  police  of  nearly 
6,000  men.  That  appointment  now  re- 
sides with  the  gentlemea  of  the  conntry,- 
the  body  of  Magistracy — a  body  whose 
interest  in  the  peace  of  lliat  society  is 
great,  and  who  are,  undoubtedly,  appointed 
by  the  King's  commission,  coutrolled  by 
the  Chancellor.  Do  the  ministers  leave 
this  power  of  appointinf  the  police  in  the. 
hands  of  that  body?  or  do  they  remove 
it  to  a  magistracy  elected  on  any  popular 
principle,  however  restricted  ?  No ;  they 
transfer  that  power  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant. 
In  tny  opinion  they  do  wisely,  and  that 
opinion  with  me  is  not  new.  I  thou(;ht  so 
in  1830,  and  1  think  so  still.  In  1830,  I 
thought  that  it  would  be  advisable  to 
trausfer  to'  tbe  responsible  representative 
of  the  King  in  Ireland,  as  placed  above 
the  atmosphere  of  local  partialities  and 
influeDces,  these  appointments.  It  is  not 
for  me  to  show  that  circumstances  have 
arisen  since  that  period,  not  to  justify  my 
views,  but  to  convert  their  opponents ;  but 
in  the  case  of  those  who  then  opposed  my 
views  and  those  of  my  right  hon.  Friend, 
I  am  bound  to  presume  that  such  circum- 
stancei  have  arisen,  for  I  do  not  attribute 
to  my  Tight  hon.  Friends  opposite  any  low 
or  paltry  or  mere  party  motives  in  this 
matter.  I  do  not  believe  that  they  con- 
aider  that  the  Duke  of  Northumberland 
was  an  improper  depository  of  the  trust 
tbey  are  ready  to  give  to  Lord  Mulgrave, 
and  if  I  look  on  the  opposite  benches,  and 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in 
particular,  for  the  then  champions  of  the 
Magistracy,  or  if  1  turn  to  the  Debates  of, 
1830,  it  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  a  mo- 
mentary cbeer,  or  to  throw  any  difficulties 
in  bis  present  course.  I  give  full  credit 
to  my  right  hon.  Friend  for  something 
more  statesmanlike  than  any  such  paltry, 
party  reference  to  the  individuals  in  power 
and  out  of  it ;  but  I  have  to  infer  from  his 
change  of  opinion  that  he  does  not  con- 
ceive that  the  situation  of  Ireland  yet  has 
undergone  a  change  for  the  better  since 
the  peiiodwhen  I  was  ofUciully  connected 
with  its  affairs,  gr  that  its  condition  has 
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been  assimilated  to  that  of  Englffnd  in 
those  belter  features  of  order  and  tranquil- 
lity :  and  when  my  right  hon.  Friend  joins 
the  generalizing  cry  for  identity  of  insti- 
tutions in  all  particulars  I  might  have  % 
right  to  ask,  are  you  prepared,  while  you 
receive,  what  yon  establish  or  enjoy  here, 
to  part  on  your  side  with  institutions 
which,  in  themselves,  and  by  the  mode 
you  amend  and  modify  them,  prove  and 
iihisirate  the  strong  practical  distinction 
which  exists  between  the  two  countries? 
The  Constabulary  Bill  of  my  noble  Friend, 
supported  by  my  right  hon.  Friend,  is,  I 
say,  an  answer  to  that  question,  which  pre- 
vents me  from  giving  him  the  trouble  of 
any  other  reply.  I  say  the  Constabulary 
Bill  of  this  year  is  in  itself  an  answer  to 
the  clamour  which  is  raised  for  identity 
of  institutions.  I  ask  again,  will  you  join 
that  cry — come  forward  to  assimilate  the 
institutions?  I  don't  ask,  will  you  bear 
the  same  burthens — will  you,  on  the  part 
of  Ireland,  make  the  same  contribution) 
to  the  Exchequer — but  I  ask,  will  yoa 
abandon  the  Assistant  Barristers' jurisdic- 
tion ?  Is  there  anything  like  the  summary 
jurisdictiou  of  the  Assistant  Barristers  in 
England?  Is  there  a  dissentient  voice  as 
to  its  value  and  its  merit  in  Ireland  ?  That 
Court  is  one  of  those  instances  which  prove 
each  by  itself  the  impossibility  of  applying 
identical  institutions  to  the  two  countries. 
The  law  of  England  it  administers,  but 
there  is  nothing  in  practice  more  differing 
in  the  cases  of  England  and  Scotland  than 
there  is  in  this  between  England  and 
Ireland,  and  what  are  you  about  with  the 
law  ?  Are  you  moulding  it  to  tbe  prac- 
tice of  England  ?  Are  you  gradually  con- 
Bning  its  operation  ?  Are  you  compelling 
the  Assistant  Barrister  to  empanel  a  Jury 
where  you  now  only  give  him  a  power  to 
do  it  which  he  rarely  if  ever  exercises  ? 
If  you  are  so  employed  I  believe  you  will 
create  great  dissatisfaction  in  Ireland.  I 
believe  you  will  have  an  insurrection  of 
suitors,  who  prefer  for  the  settlement  of 
their  civil  causes  the  fiat  of  a  lawyer  ap- 
pointed bv  tbe  Crown  to  the  verdict  of 
their  neighbours.  But  I  am  happy  to 
think  you  are  not.  At  this  very  moment 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  is  reviving 
a  Bill  of  last  session  to  extend  the 
operations  of  the  system,  to  make  the 
administration  of  civil  justice  in  Ireland 
less  like  England  ;  and  with  this  Bill  or 
that  for  the  Irish  constituency  staring  nie 
in  the  face,  you  tell  me  thut  the  two 
2U 
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ipaetTuI  to  them  or  to  tlie  Home  to  omit 

all  statement  or  the  mode  in  «4iich  tboie 
with  whom  I  act  would  be  diiposed  to 
■npplf  the  deliciencieB  we  ibotild  then 
create.  I  confeM  I  tee  none  of  the  diffi- 
cultiet  connected  with  this  branch  ol  the 
subject  which  so  frequently  attend  legis- 
iative  changes  of  extensive  application. 
The  classificBtion  of  the  varbui  objects 
nhioh  have  either  been  sought  or  attained 
by  the  initilution  of  corporate  govemment. 
it  B  dimple  and  obvious  one.  1  exclude 
on  this  occasion  the  corsideralion  of  the 
political  and  party  purposes  conlempleted 
by  those  who  gave  the  Corpofattoai  their 
powers,  or  to  which  they  have  been  since 
diverted.  The  conflicting  iheones  on  these 
subjects  I  do  not  propose  to  alter ;  it  is 
sufficient  for  me,  without  either  proving 
the  existence  of  those  purposes,  or  entering 
into  their  justification  or  condemnation, 
to  feel  that  those  purposes  are  nolon^r 
to  be  attained  in  favour  of  one  party,  end 
ought  not  to  be  sought  in  favour  of  another. 
The  real  and  natural  objects  of  corporate 
government  appear  to  me  to  be  these  :— 
the  administration  of  justice;  thecontrol 
and  direction  of  that  police  force,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  to  which  the  protection  of  the 
person  end  the  property  is  confided ;  the 
administration  of  corporate  property,  and 
the  regulation  of  those  other  not  unim- 
portant matters  which  concern  the  health, 
the  comfort,  and  the  convenience  of  the 
community — the  lighting,  the  paving,  the 
draining,  &c. — for  the  due  regulation  of 
these  it  appears  to  me  that  the  extinction 
of  corporate  authority  will  not  ereale  the 
smallest  difficulty.  To  the  attainment  of 
some  of  them  in  Ireland  that  extinction  wiO 
aflord  a  favourable  opportunity  and  direct 
assistance.  I  propose,  too,  that  those 
towns  and  cities  now  town  cotinties  ahotild 
remain  counties  of  towns  and  ctliee  ;  that 
they  should,  as  now,  have  their  Sheriff, 
but  (hat  that  Sheriff  should  be  appointed 
by  the  Crown,  as  the  County  Sheriff  is  at 
present.  By  that  officer,  so  deriving  his 
functions,  the  Grand  and  Petit  Jartes  will 
continue  to  be  summoned.  The  other 
cities  and  towns  will  be  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  MniilstrBtes  appointed  by 
the  Crown,  and  will  be  nnder  the  coonty 
Sheriff  and  the  ordinary  pari)chial  autho- 
rities. As  to  corporate  property,  it  ap- 
pears to  my  right  lion.  Friend  and  mtself 
that  for  the  present  it  would  be  expedient 
to  vest  it  in  a  Commission  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Crown,  to  be  considered  at  a  teni- 
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connlries  matt  have  not  only  equal  justice 
bat  the  same  institutions.  The  right  hon. 
Oentlemsn  tells  us  of  Commissioners  under 
the  5th  Geo.  4th,  and  Protestant  Mem' 
bera  of  Parliament.  I  derive  the  greatest 
aalisfaction  1  have  felt  since  I  was 
to  Parliament  from  the  informs 
Tight  hon.  Gentleman  has  given 
will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  seriously 
say,  that  he  anticipates  from  this,  that 
purity  will  govern  the  elections  of  thi 
Magistrates  and  councillors,  which  will 
come  under  the  operation  of  a  Bill  which 
is  ushered  in  like  the  present  by  all  thi 
acclamation  of  party,  and  announced  witl 
BO  much  of  the  pomp  and  dignity  of  re 
■  form.  And  I  must  say  again,  I  shall  re 
joice  if  politics  have  absented  themselves 
from  these  elections  of  Commissioners ; 
more  particularly  as  my  proposition  to- 
night embraces  the  very  extensive  appli- 
cation of  the  provisions  of  that  very  Act ; 
but,  if  they  did  not,  it  goes  for  nothing  ir 
telling  me  that  there  were  Protestant  as 
well  as  Caiholio  Commissioners,  for  my 
objection  is  to  partizans,  not  to  Catholics. 
As  to  Protestant  Members  of  Parliament, 
if  these  Members  inculcate  opinions  which 
I  think  dangerous,  it  is  no  satisfaction  to 
me,  quite  the  contrary,  that  any  one  should 
be  able  to  say  I  am  as  good  a  Protestant 
ns  yourself.  Does  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man mean  to  tell  me  that  these  Proteatant 
Members  were  returned  to  Parliament  by 
Catholic  constituencies  on  the  mere  ground 
of  their  character — for  their  honour,  their 
wisdom,  and  their  judgment,  all  of  which 
qualities  1  dare  say  the  majority  of  them 
possessed — without  any  distinct  and  un- 
compromising profession  of  political  faith. 
I  have  now,  Sir,  stated,  perhaps  at  more 
than  sufficient  length,  the  reasons  which 
have  induced  me  not  only  to  concur  in  the 
views  of  my  right  hon.  Friend,  but  to  un- 
dertake the  task  of  submitting  to  the 
House  a  proposition  which  embodies  the 
views  of  himself  and  those  with  whom  he 
acts.  Those  Gentlemen  who  are  opposed 
to  these  views  can  have  no  reason  to  com- 
plain of  that  which  their  opponents  may 
regret, — that  the  task  of  mootmg  the  ques- 
tion was  not  placed  in  other  hands.  It 
now  only  remains  for  me  briefly  to  touch 
upon  that  branch  of  the  subject  into  the 
details  of  which  this,  perhaps,  is  not  the 
time  to  enter;  but  when  1  lay  before  the 
House  a  proposition  which,  if  it  succeed, 
would  render  nugatory  the  propositions  of 
the  Government,  it  would   hardly  be  re- 
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porary  arrangement,  and  with  a  view  of 
sppropriating,  DDder  the  lanctioD  of  Pflr- 
liatnenl,  the  corporate  funds  of  each  town 
poneuing  corporate  property  to  its  muoi- 
ctpal  purpoiei.  The  meotion  of  this  branch 
of  the  luhject  brings  under  consideration 
one  item  of  that  property  which,  I  think, 
well  deserrea  a  separate  coniideration  end 
special  proviiioni.  1  allude  to  corporate 
(olli.  1  am  not  aware  that  ibe  attention 
■of  the  Reformed  Parliament  hag  been  ape. 
cifically  catled  to  that  great  subject,  the 
features  of  which  it  is  unnecessary  for  the 
information  of  Irish  Members  to  particu- 
larize; but  [  would  implore  those  gentle- 
men from  England  who  have  no  experi- 
ence of  that  system  to  give  their  attention 
to  the  Report  of  a  Committee  of  Inquiry 
which  did  not,  I  believe,  take  evidence, 
«nd  to  the  evidence  which  whs  taken  by 
another,  and  I  think  they  will  agree  with 
nie,  that  no  greater  substantial  benefit 
could  be  conferred  on  any  community  in 
-Irfllaod  than  the  destruction  of  this  exac- 
tion from  its  industry,  than  the  siifling  of 
this  perennial  source  of  penonal  violence, 
perjury,  and  violation  of  the  law.  In 
proportian  as  that  protecta  the  person,  it 
■ecures  the  right  of  property.  I  believe 
that  this  wretched  mode  of  exaction, 
which  if  conducted  with  decency  muit  be 
inconvenient  in  application, and  apposed  to 
llie  facile  interchange  of  the  articles  of  daily 
■ubsiitenee,  hat  proved  the  principal  source 
oftherevenue  which  does  accrue  tocoiporate 
towni,andaf  which  I  am  not  awareit  is  pro- 
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tE^ls  in  every  possible  shape  of  violence 
andevaaion  haabecome  habitual,  and  that 
party  apirit  haa,  as  usual  in  Ireland,  lent 
iu  adventitious  aid  in  their  case  to  the 
natural  impatience  of  a  confined,  anoma- 
lous. Bad  1  may  lay,  impracticable  lyatem 
of  pecuniary  imposition.  I  have  not  looked 
upon  this  subject  Bs  some  for  whom  I 
have  much  respect  have  frequently  looked 
.upon  it,  in  that  separate  point  of  view 
which  eonfinei  itself  to  consideralioni  of 
religions  difference.  That  danger  to  Pro- 
taatant  institutions  should  be  anticipated 
fro«  any  measure  which  opens  new 
fields  to  political  agitation  [  for  one 
cannot  anticipate  or  apprehend,  but  I 
know  that  religious  zeal  may  be  prone 
to  aggravate  those  dangers.  It  is  nul 
essential  to  the  casligation  of  every  evil 
which  I  dread  as  contingent  upon  this 
-ethet party  difierence  should  either 
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universally  oi  generally  take  a  sectarian 
turn.  It  is  sufficient  for  my  argument,  if 
the  inquisition  into  political,  and  not 
into  religious  creeds,  should  invariably 
attend  the  candidate  for  municipal 
ollice,  and  Protestant  tests  on  the  other, 
I     have    said     nothing     to    arouse     tba 

ited  fears,  or  exaggerate  the  ap- 
prehensions of  Irish  Protestants;  but  if 
these  fears  are  excited,  and  if  ibey  can  be 
soothed  without  a  saciifice,  I  am  satisfied 
his  Majesty's  Government  will  not,  at 
least,  think  that  a  reason  for  persevering 
in  the  measure  which  excites,  or  against 
adopting  a  course  which  may  remove 
them.  There  may  be  those,  not  in  theie 
walls,  I  trust,  who  would  see  these  feart 
with  satisfaction,  who  wouU  chafe  on 
being  checked  in  their  progress  to  what 
they  conceive  a  triumph.  Such  1  would 
implore  tocallup  more  generous  feelings  to 
their  aid,  to  considei  the  condition  of  their 
country,  to  reach  keyond  the  gratification 
of  the  moment,  to  reject  the  barren  laureli 
of  petty  election  triumphs,  and  seek  for  the 
better  reward  which  attends  the  sacrifice 
of  long- cherished  feelings  of  hatred  and 
displeasure.  To  you  who  legislate,  I 
would  say,  secure  the  peace  of  your 
country,  the  stability  of  your  empire; 
beware  bow  you  unnecessarily  irritate  the 
Protestant  mind  of  Ireland.  You  have 
interspersed  the  resolutions  of  your  Parlia- 
ment with  the  paternal  advice  of  your 
sovereign  to  exhort — locaulion — to  restrain. 
That  call  haa  been  answered  as  it  deserved, 
and  you  had  a  right  to  expect ;  beware 
how  you  do  that  which  may  mar  the  best 
results  of  your  efforts — beware,  lest  indi- 
rectly by  your  present  measures,  by  sub- 
stituting ft  new  exclusion  for  that  you 
destroy,  by  giving  a  legal  sanction  to 
change,  or  an  averted  triumph  to  party, 
you  make  martyrs  of  those  from  whose 
hands  you  have  struck  the  usurpers  of 
exclusion,  and  convert  what  you  allege  to 
have  been  an  intolerant  faction  into  a 
proscribed  or  persecuted  sect.  The  noble 
Lord  concluded  by  thanking  the  House 
for  the  patient  attention  with  which  they 
had  listened  to  the  observations  he  had 
felt  it  his  duty  to  ui^e  on  the  present 
occasion,  aodbymoviog,  "That  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill  for  the  regulation  of 
Municipal  Corporations  in  Ireland  be  em- 
powered to  make  provisions  for  the  abol- 
ition of  such  Gorporations,  and  for  such 
arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  on 
theirabolitton,  for  securing  the  efficient  and 
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'mpnrtial  adminiitrBtioD,  and  the  peace 
and  good  government,  of  ciiies  and  towns 
ill  Ireland." 

Mr.  Lefrotf  rose  to  second  the  motion. 
He  would  not  ^  into  all  the  objections 
that  might  be  urged  against  the  measure. 
He  would  confine  himself  to  those  which 
were  most  obvious,  nnd  then  allude  to  the 
plan  proposed  lo  be  substituted  by  his 
noble  Friend  who  spoke  last.  The 
measure  proposed  by  his  Majesty's  GoTern- 
tnent  was,  in  point  of  fact,  exposed  lo 
every  objection  that  had  ever  been  urged 
against  the  old  corporation  system  in 
Irelaud,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  self- 
election  aggravated  by  placing  the  power 
in  the  hands  of  an  ignorant  instead  of  an 
enlightened  faction.  It  was  calculated  to 
produce  still  greater  evil*  than  the  system 
which  it  was  proposed  to  supersede,  and 
those  evils  without  any  alloy  of  good.  He 
was  most  anxious  to  discover  what  the 
real  principle  of  this  measure  was,  but  he 
looked  for  it  in  vain  in  the  speech  of  the 
Atlorney-General  for  Ireland,  or  in  any 
speech  he  had  hitherto  heard  upon  the 
subject.  He  could  discover  no  possible 
clue  by  which  the  conflicting  principles 
of  the  Bill  could  be  reconciled.  Upon 
what  ground  was  it  that  several  places 
were  introduced  into  this  Bill,  while  others 
with  equal,  or  much  stronger,  claims  to 
municipal  government  were  totally 
omitted?  Not  less  than  117  places  had 
been  visited,  and  inquiry  made  into  their 
varioQS  circumstances  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, or  rather,  he  should  call  it,  the 
inquisition  -  sppoioled  by  his  Majesty's 
Government.  Of  these  317  places  sixty- 
seven  were  selected  by  the  Bill  of  last 
session  for  the  purpose  of  being  incorpo- 
rated upon  the  new  plan.  Many  of  those 
1  (7  places  had  Corporations  before.  For 
what  reason  was  it  that  there  were  in  the 
BilloflastSessionsixty-sevenplaceiselected 
for  incorporation,  and  that  in  the  present 
Billthe  sixty-seven  were  reduced  to  fifty- 
four.  Hitherto  ihey  had  got  no  information 
at  all  upon  this  point,  no  reason  whatever 
given  for  it.  They  were  left  entirely  to  con- 
jecture. With  respect  even  to  the  present 
number  of  fifty-four,  was  the  principle  uni- 
form ?  The  first  eleven  of  these  were  in 
schedule  A,  and  in  schedule  B  something 


like 


prin 
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of  the  places  in  schedule  A  the  principle 
put  forward  was.  that  they  contained  a  po- 
pulation of  20,000  and  upwnrds,  and  in 
schedule  B,  that  the  popuUtion  was  under 


20,000,  and  above  15,000.  One  stoitld 
think  that  a  similar  principle,  that  of 
population,  ought  to  be  observed  in 
schedule  G.  Now,  what  was  the  fat^  ? 
There  were  forty-three  places  in  schedule 
C,  and  there  were  not  less  than  eight  places 
in  Ireland  entirely  excluded  from  the  mea- 
sure, which  had  double  the  population  of 
some  of  the  places  \a  schedule  C.  The 
population  of  Ne wry  was  13,000  ;  that  «f 
Dungarvon  10,000.  He  did  not  mean  to 
insinuate  anything  of  an  invidious  nature. 
The  Attorney- Gen  era  I  would  perhaps 
hereafter  tell  them  why  it  was,  thst  these 
places  were  included  in  the  measure  of 
last  session  and  excluded  in  the  present 
Bill,  while,  at  the  same  time,  there 
were  in  this  Bill  not  less  than  eighteen 
places  having  an  average  popu latino 
under  3,190.  Why  did  the  Attomey- 
General  exclude  Lisburn,  Mallow,  and 
Dowapatrick  ?  They  were  represented 
as  being  of  the  very  worst  class  of 
Corporations.  Why,  then,  were  they  ex- 
cluded ?  With  respect  to  the  whole  num- 
ber  of  Corporations  in  schedule  C,  the 
averagepopulaiionof  the  whole  was  5,667. 
Here,  therefore,  were  eighteen  placet, 
thirteen  of  which  had  Corporations,  and 
the  average  populatioo  of  these  was  6.438. 
Why  were  they  excluded,  white  placea 
with  a  population  of  only  2,036  were  in- 
eluded  ?  In  these  eighteen  places  the 
least  amount  of  population  was  6,000, 
while  the  highest  was  12,000.  Where  he 
saw  such  disparity — such  total  want  of 
principle — he  must  naturally  be  led  to 
suppose  that  the  third  schedule,  whatever 
the  case  might  be  with  respect  to  the  first 
and  second,  had  been  framed  upon  do 
principle  whatever.  It  was  done,  be  had 
no  doubt,  deliberately  and  designedly, 
though  he  did  not  mean  to  charge  his 
Majesty's  Government  with  having  done 
it.  If  a  Corporation  be  given  lo  a  place 
with  a  population  of  only  2,026,  and  n- 
fused  to  one  with  a  population  of  6,000, 
upon  what  principle  of  justice  and  fuimeas 
could  it  be  explained?  Deducting  the 
women  and  children,  the  widows  Knd 
orphans  which  were  stated  to  be  sonuraerona 
in  Ireland,  the  place  with  a  population  of 
3,026  would  not,  in  fact,  have  a  male  po> 
pulation  of  1,000  in  each  of  the  placea  tit 
schedule  C.  Deducting  besides  this,  the 
paupers,  the  number  would  he  siill  further 
reduced.  Was  it  nut  the  most  arrant  at^ 
surdity  which  could  enter  the  mind  of  man, 
to   propose  the  incorporation  uf   placss 
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under  such  circunistancei  as  these?  He 
mnst  come  to  the  conclusion  that  Govern- 
menl  haJ  not  friren  to  the  measure  the 
consideration  it  deserved,  and  left  ii  to  the 
manegement  of  those  who  were  not  quite 
so  anxious  for  the  peace  and  the  interests 
of  Irelund  as  he  believed  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  to  be.  If  the  measure  was  ab- 
surd and  unjust  as  related  to  the  principle 
of  population,  it  was  still  more  absurd  iu 
reference  to  the  amount  of  corporate  pro- 
perty which  was  to  come  under  the  ma- 
nagement and  control  of  the  corporate 
bodies.  The  average  amount  of  the  cor- 
porate property  in  all  the  Corporations  in 
schedule  C  vfas  only  120/.  a  year.  There 
v»ere  seventeen  of  them  thai  had  no  pro- 
perly at  oil.  Three  hud  an  iiicome  of 
12/.  or  15/.  a  year,  and  of  the  reiDHliiing 
thirty-eight,  the  average  Income  was 
a  year.  Now,  it  was  proposed  to  ir 
porate  the  very  smallest  and  most  ii 
nificant  of  these.  They  were  to  be 
cambered  with  municipal  officers  and  a 
regular  corporate  establishment,  mayor, 
town-council,  aldermen,  besides  officers  tc 
attend  to  the  watching,  paving,  and  light- 
ing, lliere  would  also  be  compensation 
to  officers,  and  all  this  expense  was  to  be 
defrayed  out  of  the  scanty  funds  of  these 
corporations.  Now,  was  it  conceive 
ibat  Government  could  have  well  coi 
dercd  such  a  plan  as  this  ?  How  ai 
money  could  it  be  rationally  hoped  wa 
be  lard  out  in  such  places  for  the  con 
nience  of  the  public,  for  paving,  watchi 
and  lighting?  The  measure  could 
bear  the  lest  of  examination  in  its  pi 
ciples;  and,  when  they  came  to  look  into 
the  details  end  the  probable  results  after 
it  had  come  into  operation,  it  would  ap- 
pear, undoubtedly,  to  be  utterly  untenable. 
llie  facts  and  the  data  he  look  from  the  re- 
port, and  he  admitted  that  they  were  cor- 
rect. When  these  were  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Government,  how 
could  they  possibly  say,  that  this  was  a 
measure  of  justice  to  Ireland?  Such  were 
bis  opinions  with  respect  to  the  principle, 
or  rather  the  total  want  of  principle  of 
this  Bill.  He  would,  with  the  permission 
of  the  House,  touch  upon  one  or  two 
Other  topics  which  were  naturally  sug- 
gested by  the  measure.  So  far  as  re- 
garded these  topics,  he  thought  he  should 
be  able  to  show,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
HoDse,  that  the  Ooreroment  were  not 
more  saccessfal  in  their  plans  to  benefit 
Inland  than  thay  were  in  eelecUo;  the 
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towns  to  enjoy  the  benefiis  of  a 

nder  the  new  system.  He  oao  no 
reason  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  their 
but  they  were  most  unsuccessful 
means  they  took  to  carry  them  into 
execution.  The  truth  was  that  tlie  whole 
if  the  objections  to  the  old  system,  with 
the  solitary  exception  of  sulf- nomination, 
strong,  if  not  much  stronger, 
against  the  new  as  against  the  old  system. 
It  was  true  the  old  system  was  exclusive. 
He  admitted  this.  But  was  it  likely  that 
the  new  vould  be  less  exclusive  than  the 
old  ?  If  this,  however,  was  a  valid  objec- 
tion against  the  old  system — and  he  could 
not  deny  that,  under  the  present  circum- 
it  was— would  it  be  less  valid 
against  that  now  proposed  ?  Exclusiveness' 
formed,  in  fact,  the  very  constitution  of 
Irish  boroughs  under  the  old  principle. 
It  was  their  very  nature.  It  was  the 
principle  on  which  they  were  oiiginally 
founded.  It  was  not  in  consequence  of 
any  breach  of  the  charter  that  they  were 
exclusive!.  They  never  were  otherwise. 
They  were  originally  framed  with  a  view 
to  the  support  of  English  interest  and  of 
the  Protestant  religion.  This  was  evident 
from  the  very  wording  of  the  charters. 
In  every  case  of  this  kind  where  a  charter 
or  a  grant  of  land  had  been  given  thesie 
were  the  grounds  upon  which  the  gift  was' 
made.  This  necessarily,  and  as  a  matter 
of  course,  led  to  the  exclusive  system. 
This  ought  not  to  form  a  ground  for  their 
total  abolition.  They  never  in  any  in- 
stance attempted  to  swerve  from  the  objects 
of  their  original  institution.  They  never 
attempted  to  sever  the  connexion  between 
the  two  countries.  They  were  faithful  to 
the  last.  He  was  quite  ready  at  the  same 
to  admit,  that  they  could  be  no 
r  maintained  under  the  present  ex- 
e  principle.  His  objection  to  the 
proposed  new  system  was,  that  it  roust 
ily,  though  in  a  diETerent  way, 
and  with  reference  to  a  difTerent  class, 
become  as  exclusive  as  the  old.  What 
reason  was  there  why  they  should  be 
abolished  now  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  exclusive,  when  nothing  could  be 
more  clear  than  tills,  (hat  the  system  now 
proposed  must  become  equally  esclusive  ? 
The  old  Corporations  were  gradually 
decaying,  iheir  vigour  was  in  a  great 
measure  gone ;  but  by  this  Bill  there 
would  be  brought  into  existence  no  less 
than  fifty-four  new  Corporations,  in  wbirh 
thp  priucipleg  of  cxcluiiveneH  louit  bg 


iin mediately  put  into  vi^roui  operation. 
Tbe  51.  rent-payen  muat  form  the  great 
majority  in  all  these  Corporalions,  and  tl)is 
'  great  majority  must  necessarily,  from  the 
circumstance  a  of  tbe  population,  be  of  one 
religion.  Was  it  to  be  expected,  with  all 
the  feetin^B  of  soreness,  arising  from  their 
late  exclusion,  still  rankling  in  their  mind* 
— wiib  ail  their  recollections  of  recent 
contests  and  differences,  both  as  regarded 
religion  and  politics — irai  it  to  be  ex- 
pected— was  it  in  the  nature  of  things, 
that  they  would  not  act  upon  exclusive 
principles?  If  one  great  object  of  this 
measure  was  to  apply  a  remedy  to  those 
feelings  of  soreness  which  must  be  engen- 
dered by  exclusion  was  it  likely  to  aUain 
the  end  desired  ?  Would  not  the  evil  be 
the  same,  though  transferred  from  one 
class  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  to  another  ? 
No  doubt,  under  this  Bill,  Protestants 
would  be  eligible  to  corporate  offices  but 
would  they  be  elected  ?  and  were  they 
more  likely  to  be  satisfied  with  mere 
eligibility  than  the  Roman  Catholics  were? 
Couaidei'ing  tbe  great  majority  on  the 
other  side,  what  grounds  could- the  Prot- 
ectants have  for  hoping  that  they  would 
be  returned  ?  Consider,  besides,  how  the 
dangers  to  the  domestic  peace  of  Ireland 
must  be  increased  by  these  new  boroughs. 
They  would  have,  in  every  one  of  the 
iifty-four,  a  population  recognised  by  law, 
as  having  tbe  right  to  assemble  whenever 
tliey  pleased,  and  to  enter  upon  the  LOn- 
flideratiun  of  any  subject  they  might  please. 
There  would  be  no  end  or  limit  to  their  dis- 
GUBsions.  Tbe  whole  L'ountry  would  be 
■tudded  over  with  A4  schools  of  agitation 
in  which  edicts  and  manifestoea  might  be 
framed  a  d  sent  forth  to  work  up  the 
public  mind  upon  any  and  every  aubject — 
Upon  every  question,  no  matter  how  great 
the  danger  of  excitement.  In  this  way 
the  peace  of  all  would  be  for  ever  at  an 
end,  and  not  of  Ireland  alone,  but  of  the 
empire.  What  must  necessarily  follow  t 
Why  this,  the  representation  of  Ireland 
will  be  placed  in  such  a  slate,  that  it  will 
be  utterly  impossible  for  any  Admi 
tion  in  tliis  country  to  carry  on  the 
Government  without  becoming  the  slaves 
or  tools  to  a  majority  of  the  Irish  Members 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  a  majority  now 
under  the  complete  control  of  one  great 
leader.  In  speaking  thus  he  meant 
nothing  personal,  he  wished  to  give  offence 
to  no  iodividual.  He  only  mentioned  a 
fdct  which  no  perion  could  d^uy.    li  wu 
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admitted   by  the  bon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman himself,  the  Member  for  Dublin. 
He  acknnwledged  that  he  possessed  great 
nfluence   in  Ireland,  greater  than  it  was 
idvisable  any    one  should    have.     Now, 
whence  did  ihisinSuence  arise?  He  had 
hesitation  in  saying,  tbat  it  was  of  a 
religious  kind.    Would  it  not  be  increased 
by  this  measure  ?  Could  there  be  a  doubt 
of  it  ?  So  far  must  it  be  increased  tbat  no 
nistration  could  go  on  with  the  Go- 
ithout  reducing  themselves  to 
a  state   of  degrading  slavery  to  that  one 
individual    and    to     his     majority.     Tha 
people  of  England  would  not  submit  to 
thifl.     They  were  too  proud,  too  high,  too 
independent,  too  jealous  of  their  liberties. 
Tbey  would  sooner  cry  out  for  the  repeal  of 
theCuion,  and  theUniononce  repealed  was 
[lent   to   a   ruinous  dismemberment. 
See   what  facilities   these   fifty-four  new 
boroughs  would  give  fordiscuBsing^that  most 
'important    question,    the  repeal    of    the 
union,  whenever  it  might  suit  the  caprice 
3r  the   interest  of  an    agitator   to  revive 
the  question.     These  new  boroughs  would 
then  pour  their  petitions  into  the  House, 
insisting  that  tbey   spoke  the  sense  of  ■ 
majority  of  the  population  of  Ireland,  and 
tbat  their  demands  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
irresistible.     The   same    reascHiing    upon 
lhi<   subject   of  Corporations  could    not 
apply  to  England  and  Ireland.     The  cir- 
cumstances    in     each    couulry     differed 
materially.     In  England  tbe  CorporatioDB 
had  only  national  interests  to  attach  ifaem- 
aelvcs   to.     For    these    they   laboured- 
it   was   to  these  only  tbeir  efforts  wBt« 
directed.     It    was     not     so    in    Ireland. 
It    was'    notorious     that    there     existed 
there  anti-English  feeling*.    The  repeal 
of  the  Union,  when  proposed,  was  op poaed 
a*  anti-imperial ;  but,  if  it  should  ba  tried 
again,  under  the  auspices  of  the  bon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  (the  Member  for  Dsib* 
Lin),  it  would  be  taken  up  and  supported 
as  earnestly  as  ever  by  these  new  Corpo- 
rations.   The  corporate  spirit  in  Ireluid 
led  to  concentration,  and  not,  a*  in  Edc- 
land,  to  diffusion.    He,  therefore, eametlTy 
importuned  the  Government  to  weigh  well 
the  measure  tbey  were  now  urging    for- 
ward.    It  waa  perfectly  clear  th«t  tbey 
were  utterly  unconscious  of  the  dangers  of 
it.    The  effect  of  the  measure  would  b« 
precisely  to    do  that  which  Jai&es  Stsd 
attempted  to  accomplish  soon   after    bis 
accession  to  the  throne.    There  was    a. 
paisaye  wbicb   ataled    the   proceeding 
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Ulceo  by  that  mooarch  with  respect  to  '  tlie  midst  of  all  tbe  allegations  of  abuse.he 
the  Irish  CorporatioDs,  that  was  so  full  of  could  only  find  two  instances  which  leally 
iustruction,  that  he  must  lake  the  liberty 


of  reading  it  lo  the  Hoase.  It  states  ih< 
proceedings  taken  by  King  Jamas  2nd, 
during  the  lord- Lieutenancy  of  Lord 
Tyrconnell,  and  speaks  of  the  admission 
of  Roinan  Catholics  into  several  of  (he 
Corporations—"  Tyiconnell  recommended 
the  city  of  Dublin  to  resign  its  charier  to 
the  Kiqg,  but  they  refused  to  do  so.  Tbey 
were  proceeded  against  by  quo  warranto 
and  aissolved.  So  also  several  others 
were  dealt  with  in  the  same  way,  while 
some  were  induced  by  flattery  and  others 
by  intimidation  to  resign  their  charters." 
In  the  new  Corpordtioos,  it  became  the 
fj;eneTal  rule  in  all  cities  where  English 
ipterest  had  been  predominant,  to  consti- 
tute the  Corporations  two-lhirds  of  Roman 
CaiholicB  and  one-third  of  Protestants. 
Such  was  the  object  of  James  2ail,  and  if 
there  was  no  other  evidence  of  the  pur- 
poses which  the  Irish  Corporations  had 
served  than  that  monarch's  endeavour  to 
divest  them  of  their  charters;  yet  that 
alone  was  sufficient  to  prove  how  essential 
they  were  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Pro- 
testant religion.  On  behalf  of  ihe  Pro- 
testants of  Ireland,  he  (Mr.  Lefroy)  de- 
precsled  this  measure — a  measure  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  giving  into  the 
hands  of  those  whom  James  2nd  desired 
to  be  put  in  authority,  the  power  of 
modelling  the  representation  of  Ireland 
for  all  future  Parliaments — he  deprecated 
it  on  behalf  of  those  who  have  hitherto 
held  the  powers  of  those  who  composed 
the  intelligence  and  weallh  of  Ireland.  A 
measure  might  well  be  introduced  from 
which  would  accrue  all  the  benefits  of  a 
proper  administration  of  justice,  of  local 
courts,  and  of  paving,  watching,  and 
lighting  corporate  towns.  All  these  bene- 
fits might  be  achieved  for  both  Romac 
Catholics  and    Proteslanti 


could  be  considered  as  breaches  of  trust. 
He  admitted  that  many  Corporations  had 
disposed  of  their  properly  most  indis- 
creetly, but  they  had  done  so  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  full  legal  rights,  and  if  they 
bad  squandered  it,  they  did  that  only 
which  many  private  individuals  had  done. 
The  Report,  however,  contained  only  two 
instances,  and  those  were  Limerick  and 
Galway,  where  the  corporate  property  was 
clothed  with  a  trust  for  local  purposes. 
This  was  admitted  by  the  late  Attorney- 
General  for  Ireland  last  year;  and  yet, 
though  the  property  had  been  disposed  of, 
nay,  squandered,  still  there  had  been  no 
breach  of  trust ;  but  as  reference  had  been 
made  to  the  abuses  of  Protestant  Corpo- 
rations, he  would  just  remind  the  House 
of  an  example  afforded  by  the  Report  of  a 
liberal  Corporation.  He  alludea  to  the 
corporation  of  Tuam,  of  which  the  sove- 
reign and  burgesses  were  all,  with  one 
exception,  Roman  Catholics.  It  appeared 
that  the  property  of  that  Corporation  con- 
sisted of  tolls,  which  previous  to  1S37  were 
let  annually  by  auciion.  In  that  year, 
however,  the  tolls  pioducing,  as  was  ad- 
milted  by  the  sovereign  to  the  Commis- 
sioners, 400/.  per  annum,  were  let  for  6ve 
years,  not  by  auction,  but  by  private  con- 
tract, at  250/.  per  annum,  to  the  com- 
mittee for  building  a  Roman  Catholic 
chapel.  In  1832  the  term  expired,  but 
the  committee  were  still  allowed  to  remain 
in  possession  without  an  account  being 
taken.  Of  the  250/.  rental,  the  Corpora- 
lion  applied  200/.  a  year  to  the  payment 
of  certain  corporate  afTuirs,  and  the  balance 
of  50/.  was  presented  as  a  donation  lo  the 
committee  for  building  the  chapel.  Now 
could  it  for  a  moment  be  contended,  tliat 
this  was  a  purpose  for  which  the  property 
was  given  to  this  Corporalion,  when  the 
fact  was  remembered  that  it  was  founded 


that   would   not    give    ofFence   to    either '  by  James  Ist,  confessedly  for  Prutestant 
patty,  nor  invest  the  one  with  dominion  I  purposes?     There  then    was   the    liberal 


or  power  orer  the  other.  Another  objec- 
tion which  had  been  urged  against  tha 
Irish  Corporations,  as  at  present  existing, 
was  the  abuse  of  their  corporate  property. 
Now,  these  Corporations  had  been  ex- 
amined into  in  this  respect,  and  the  inves- 
tigation bad  been  extended  from  the  yei 


Corporation  applying  its  property  directly 
in  breach  of  the  trusts  made  to  them  by 
their  Charter,  and  in  violation  of  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  invested  with 
them.  With  thisinstancebefore  the  House, 
what  right  had  they  to  expect  that  Cor- 
porations modelled  on  similar  principles  to 


J310,  in  the  reign  of  Eldward  2nd,  down  this — modelled  without  reierence  to 
to  the  present  momenl,  comprising  about  ligioua  prejudices,  would  use  theirproperty 
Jive  centuries,  during  which  time  all  the  ;  more  conscientiously  than  this  had  done  ? 
BbuKihadbeearakedtogetber;  and  yet,iii ;  The  Questitnt  now    before   the  House, 


1327         Mmidpal  RKform         {COMMOFfS}      (Irtta*d)—CommHtt.      1328 

Iiowerer,  was  not  naTrowed  to  the  nse  or !  under  the  Bill— ttio«e  oi  (be  eiclnnre 
abase  of  corporate  property,  for  there  was  I  administration  of  justice,  the  placing 
the  alarming  and  indefinite  power  invested  I  political  power  in  the  hand*  of  penom  of 


in  the  new  councils.  He  begged  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  alanning 
power  conferred  by  ihe  88th  section  of 
this  Bill,  ft  gave  an  indefinite  power  of 
taxation  (o  raise  funds  for  all  the  purposes 
of  the  AcL  The  abuse  of  euch  a  power  as 
this  might  be  carried  much  further  than 
could  possibly  have  occurred  under  the 
old  system.  It  would  come  home  to  the 
house  of  every  man.     From  ihetaiei  thi 


opposite  religion  from  those  by  whom 
it  was  to  be  eiercised,  and  the  evil  effects 
oftheabuseof  property.  On  the  other  hand 
be  thought  it  must  be  equally  obvioai  that 
there  were  none  of  those  better  portioni  of 
the  present  measurefor  which  the  Bill  intro- 
duced last  year  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
the  Member  for  Tamworth,  would  not  have 
provided  for,  whether  as  regarded  the  rega- 
of  the  police  establishment,  the  ad- 


to  1>e  levied — to  any  extent  the  council '  miuistration  of  justice,  the  appoinbnent  of 


might  please — the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
alt  the  corporate  officers  were  to  be 
paid— the  expenses  of  cleansing,  Itghting, 
and  paving  to  be  defrayed — the  con- 
stables, collectors,  and  the  whole  body 
of  the  men  employed  in  these  variou 
operations  to  be  paid.  All  the  house 
were  to  be  rated  according  to  valaation 
'  the  5/.  voters  would,  no  doubt,  be  rated  like 
the  rest.  But  who  were  to  vote  the  taxes 
The  council.  And  who  elected  the  council  ? 
The  51.  voters,  of  course,  for  they  would 
form  the  great  majority  in  the  Corpora 
tions.  In  effect,  the  principal,  the  fai 
greater  part  of  the  rate,  for  all  corporate 
purposes,  must  be  paid  by  the  best  class 
of  houses,  and  those  were  occupied  by 
Protestants.  Host  not  this  operate  most 
unjustly?  He  asked  on  what  principle  it 
was  that  the  power  of  taxation  was  to  be 
confided  to  a  body  who  must  neccsssrily, 
from  their  peculiar  constitution,  be  ex- 
clusive, and  disposed  to  lean  more  to  the 
one  side  than  to  the  other  ?  Here  would 
be  a  new  abuse,  if  (he  power  of  taxation 
was  given  to  those  the  great  bulk  of  whose 
conslitirents  must  be  those  in  whom  the 
Protestants  (who  would  in  fact,  pay  the 
bulk  of  the  taxes)  could  not  con^de.  And 
he  might  remark  in  this  place,  although 
•omewhatontoftlieorderofhisobservations, 
lliat  it  was  a  singular  fart,  that  out  of  the 
thirteen  boroughs  omitted  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Bill,  eight  were  those  in  which 
the  preponderance  would  have  been  of 
Protestants.  He  had  now  adverted  to  the 
main  topics  on  which  he  hnd  considered 
it  necessary  to  address  the  House,  and 
which  had  not  been  gone  into  in  detail 
by  the  noble  I^rd  ;  and  lie  thought  it  must 
be  quite  obvious  that,  with  the  exception 
of  the  principle  of  self- elect  ion,  all  the 
obieciion*  which  were  said  to  apply  to  the 
old  system  would  be  found  equally  to 
apply  to  Uitt  wbicb  would  be  cfftt«d 


local  officers,  or  the  admioiitration  of  the 
local  and  internal  affairs  of  the  several  Cor- 
porations. The  danger  in  revising  and  re- 
modelling these  Corporations  according 
to  the  plan  proposed  by  thn  Bill,  if  not 
certain,  was,  at  all  events,  more  than 
probable — it  was  imminent.  No  one  de- 
siring the  peace  and  welfare  of  Ireland 
could  say,  that  he  felt  perfectly  at  htsMa« 
on  the  subject  of  such  an  experiment. 
Why,  then,  if  no  advantage  was  to  be  got 
by  this  measure  which  could  not  equally 
have  been  got  from  that  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  should  risk  be  encountered  T 
Why  should  Statesmen  give  up  the  eon- 
viclions  of  their  own  judgment  at  sugges- 
tions coming  from  a  quarter  all  auggestioat 
coming  from  which  he  (Mr.  Lefroy)  hoped 
would  be  received  at  least  with  caution  ? 
Under  these  views  of  the  subject  he  did 
hope  and  trust  that  the  Government  would 
be  induced  to  forego  that  part  of  the 
measure  which  went  to  reconstruct  theta 
Corporations,  and  to  adopt  that  wise,  sale, 
prudent,  and  unobjectionable  coum  pro- 
posed on  his  side  of  the  Hoase,  and  wbicb 
would  give  to  Ireland  all  that  which  her 
best  friends  could  desire. 

Viscount  3forpe(A  said,  that  one  thing 
had  been  very  clearly  made  out  by  this  dis- 
cussion, namely,  that  his  noble  and  right 
hon.  predecessors  in  the  office  which  ha 
had  then  the  honour  of  611ing,  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Tamwortb, 
ahd  Ihe  noble  Members  for  North  and 
South  Lancashire,  must  have  gained  from 
their  official  residences  in  Ireland,  lochaa 
insight  into  the  whole  conatitation  of  these 
Irish  Corporations,  that  they  rashed  with 
eagerness,  beyond  all  others,  to  the  work 
of  destroying  those  Corporations,  and  were 
anxious  that  the  Legislature  should  obli* 
terate  every  record  and  trace  of  them  from 
(he  land  which  they  had  lO  long  encain* 
beied  bihI  diignwed.    In  rinng  to  oftc  • 
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few  obwrrationa  on  the  proposition  before 
the  Houie,  he  hoped  that  lie  •houli)  be  able 
to  in)itat«  the  calm  and  moderate  tone 
adopted  by  hii  noble  Friend  when  lie 
moved  the  amendment,  than  which,  in- 
deed, no  less  was  expected  Trom  his  high 
and  generous  disposition.  Previously, 
however,  to  ofiering  the  remarks  which 
he  intended  to  do  to^  the  amendment 
proposed,  he  wished  to  observe  that  there 
was  Dot  apparently  a  very  great  difTerence 
between  the  two  plans  the  House  was  called 
upon  to  consider.  With  reference  to  the 
obserrations  made,  he  would  say,  that  the 
Bill  had  been  more  sharply  attacked  than 
attentively  considered.  The  Bill,  however, 
before  the  House,  as  well  as  ihc  amend- 
ment, possessed  thiscommon  excellence — 
namely,  that  both  proposed  to  sweep  away 
that  mass  of  mischief  which  existed  in  the 
Irish  Corporations,  and  which,  forsolong 
a  period,  had  produced  such  discord  and 
unseemly  results  in  that  country.  True, 
these  plans  proposed  to  go  to  work  by 
different  modes,  but  in  both  it  was  pro- 
posed that  there  should  be  a  rigorous  use 
of  the  pruning-hook  for  what  was  bad  ; 
but  the  Government,  in  their  plan,  consi- 
dered what  was  Canservative,  and  proposed 
to  introduce  a  more  healthful  graft  in  the 
place  of  the  limbs  they  cut  off— a  plan 
which  was  free  from  thst  imputation  which 
gentlemen  opposite  were  most  anxious  to 
disclaim,  hut  which  they  had  themselves 
neglected,  for  they  proposed  to  lay  the  axe 
to  both  root  and  branch,  and  cut  away  the 
whole  of  the  Corporations  in  right  good 
earnest.  This  was  the  distinct  and  narrow 
ground  of  difference  between  ihe  Govern- 
ment and  their  opponents.  The  difference 
which  gave  rise  to  the  amendment  seemed 
to  spring  from  the  mode  of  appointing 
Sheriffs  for  counties  of  cities  and  towns. 
This,  he  admitted,  was  avery  fair  subject 
for  consideration.  It  had  been  the  object 
of  those  who  framed  the  Bill,  by  the  54th 
clause,  to  subject  the  appointment  of 
Sheriffs  to  the  control  of  the  Crown,  and 
when  the  proper  lime  arrived  the  provisions 
of  theclause  would  be  open  to  examination, 
Bs  to  whether  they  had  made  it  sufficiently 
dear  and  direct  to  effect  the  end  in  view. 
Another  point  on  which  the  supporters  and 
opponents  of  the  Bill  differed  was,  whether 
the  chief  functiooaiies  of  these  Corpora- 
tionai  who  were  elected  by  the  town-coun- 
cils,which  conocilswere  themselves  chosen 
by  the  entire  constituency  of  the  town, 
vin  to  be  Bllowed  to  act  u  Hagiitnitei  in 


their  corporate  towns.  Anotherdifierence 
arose  as  to  the  management  of  the  public 
property  of  these  Corporations,  of  which 
the  Government  proposed,  that  the  town- 
councils  should  have  the  control  and 
management.  His  noble  Friend  proposed 
that  it  should  be  intrusted  to  Commiision- 
ers  appointed  by  the  Crown.  He  confessed 
that  he  heard  this  novel  proposal  to  grant 
confidence  to  his  Majesty's  Government 
with  some  satisfaction ;  for  although  the 
noble  Lord  merely  proposed  that  the  Com  • 
missioners  appointed  by  the  Treasury 
should  have  the  temporal  control  of  these 
funds,  he  (Lord  Morpeth)  saw  that  the 
proposition  did  not  betray,  on  the  part  of 
|;entleinenappostte,  that  want  of  confidence 
in  the  Government  which  some  of  their 
supporters  rfould  have  it  believed  existed. 
These  seemed  to  him  to  be  the  sum  and 
substance  of  the  difference  in  the  two 
measures.  It  would  be  recollected  that  all 
the  purposes  of  paving,  lighting,  watching, 
and  cleansing  the  corporate  towns  were 
provided  for  by  an  existing  Act,  and  the 
noble  Lord  proposed  to  leave  to  an  elected 
body,  chosen  by  a  class  of  persons  pos- 
sessed of  the  lowest  qualifications  slated  in 
the  Bill,  the  control  of  the  funds  raised 
for  those  purposes.  When  his  noble 
Friend  talked  of  the  evils  of  allowing  a 
town-council  to  appoint  an  armed  police, 
he  seemed  to  have  indulged  in  some 
exaggerations,  and  not  to  have  attended 
to  what  was  proposed  in  the  Bill.  The 
police  force  in  these  towns,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  town-councils,  was  only  similar  to 
the  nomination  of  watchmen  and  constables 
in  the  English  Corporations.  The  noble 
Lord  was  pleased  to  call  this  an  armed 
police  in  Ireland,  and  to  look  with  some 
degree  of  alarm  at  their  appointment ; 
but  he  (Lord  Morpeth)  begged  to  inform 
the  noble  Lord,  that  the  town-council) 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  armed 
police.  This  was  never  intended  by  the 
Government ;  for  he  had  laid  a  Bill  on  the 
Table,  giving  the  Lord- Lieu  tenant  a  greater 
control  than  he  ever  had  over  that  force, 
and  enabling  him  to  issue  regulations  for 
the  government  of  that  force  in  counties, 
or  counties  of  cities,  and  towns.  He  also 
perceived  another  difference  in  the  two 
schemes,  which  had  been  passed  over  by 
the  noble  Lord,  namely,  the  mode  of 
dealing  with  the  freemen.  In  conformity 
with  the  shape  in  which  the  English 
Municipal  Bill  stood,  and  in  conformity 
with  the  eipresKd  wlibei  of  i^tltmea 
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(^potiU  on  former  OQCuioni,  it  ww  pro- 
pgsed  that  the  uid  freemen  of  the  corporate 
towDi  in  Ireland  should  stand  on  the  same 
footing  ai  the  freemen  of  the  £nglt«h  Cor- 
poratioDi.  What  his  noble  Friend  mijcht 
mlend  to  do  with  the  frcenieo,  he  knew 
not,  but  the  Government  proposed  th»t 
the  preicnt  freemen  ihould  be  conti- 
nued in  the  pOMetaion  of  the  right  they 
now  enjoyed.  Uia  noble  Friend  did  not 
state  Itow  the  present  freemen  were  to  be 
dealt  with,  nor  did  he  say  how  he  end 
tboae  with  whom  he  acted  proposed  to  deal 
with  the  inchoate  privileges  and  rights  of 
freemen  yet  unborn,  about  which  they 
had  beard  bo  much  last  Session  when  the 
English  Bill  was  before  the  House.  He 
should  be  glad  to  hear  some  explBoation 
from  the  noble  Lord  en  this  part  of  the 
■ubiect.  Before  he  proceeded  further  he 
wished  to  observe  on  this  point  ihat  he  was 
^ad  to  see  the  right  hoa.  and  learned 
Recorder  of  the  city  of  Dublin  in  the 
House,  because  it  had  been  staled  oa  a 
former  occasion  that  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters, knotting  that  they  should  be  safe  from 
the  terror  of  ihe  talents  of  that  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  had  contrived  to  poitpooe  the 
Mcond  reading  of  that  Bill  till  the  right 
hon.  Oentieman  was  absent  from  Parlia- 
ment attending  his  duties  in  Dublin.  He 
was  glad,  therefore,  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  was  present,  for  no 
doubt  he  had  consulted  the  freemen  of  the 
city  of  Dublin  as  to  the  preservation  of 
their  rights.  In  reference  to  this  subject, 
the  learned  Gentleman,  on  presenting  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin  elect  last  autumn, 
addressed  the  followiog  observatioDs  lo  the 
Lord-Lieutenant: — "  Neither,  my  Lord, 
am  1  so  unreasonable  as  to  contend,  that 
where  any  great  organic  alteration  has 
been  made  in  the  constitution,  there  should 
not  be  a  gradual  and  harmonioua  adapta* 
tion  of  all  its  parts  and  members  to  the 
existing  condition  of  that  country.  .  I  do, 
however,  earnestly  deprecate  intrusion 
Uoder  the  guise  of  reformation,  upon  the 
part  of  the  Corporation,  while  I  am  of 
opiaion  that  they  should  allow,  and  cheer- 
fully Bubmit  to  any  change  in  their  form 
and  constitution  which  was  reasonable, 
and  calculated  to  give  general  satisfaction, 
provided  always  that  it  preserves  the  sub- 
■tance  wid  the  efsential  influence  of  their 
ancient  charter,  I  do  at  the  same  time 
feel  aware,  in  approaphing  the  defects  of 
■uch  a  body,  that  a  reverence  is  due  to 
,(b«ii  great  antiquity,  tbeir  deedi,  tbeir 


courage,  and  faithful  MrTtcos,  which  bavB 
sbed  a  lustre  round  the  memory  of  tbeir 
predecessors."  The  ssme  freemen,  iheo, 
who  were  so  highly  eulogized  b^  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  were  as  strongly  con- 
demned by  his  nobie  Friend,  the  Member 
for  North  Lancashire  (Lord  Stanley),  who 
was  ever  their  persevering  fbe,  and  who 
proposed  to  disfranchise  them  in  the  Iriab 
Reform  Bill,  as  he  now  recommended  that 
they  should  be  deprived  of  their  corporate 
freedom.  When  the  Irish  Reform  Bill 
was  before  Parliament,  the  right  hon. 
Recorder  for  Dublin  then  said — "  In  the 
city  of  Dublin  there  are  no  less  than  4,000 
or  5,000  freemen  whose  rights  must  merge 
in  the  constituency  of  10,000,  which  it 
is  proposed  to  establish.  Of  that  increase 
1  do  not  complain.  What  I  coroplain  of 
is,  that  iu  England  the  rights  of  the  free- 
men have  been  preserved  in  perpetuity — 
iu  Ireland  they  are  to  cease  with  the  exist- 
ence of  those  persons  who  now  pogsesa 
them.  This  injury  will  o&er  a  direct  insult 
to  tbe  people  of  Ireland.  It  is  an  insult 
not  merely  to  the  freemen  of  Dublin,but  in 
all  parts  of  Ireland."  The  right  bnn,  and 
learned  Gentleman,  in  a  subset^uent  part 
of  his  speech,  staled  that  tbe  proposition 
was  a  stigma  cast  on  the  party  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  and  that  it  would 
lead  to  their  supporting  the  repeal  of  the 
Union.  Ha  said — "  That  party  has  con- 
stantly opposed  the  repeal  of  the  Union, 
but  I  now  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
lhat  all  his  measures  tend  tn  forward  a 
serious  change  of  opinion  which  is  taking 
place  upon  that  subject.  I  verily  betievn 
that  before  long  almost  the  whole  of  the 
Protestant  population  will  call  out  for  a 
repeal  of  the  UQion."  He  was  of  opinion, 
notwithstanding  the  esi>ertion  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  that  neither 
Catholic  nor  Protestant  would  be  anxioua 
for  the  attainment  of  ri^peal,  if  they  were 
sure  of  equal  civil  rights  and  privileges, 
without  regard  lo  religious  distinctions.— 
In  reroarkiug  on  the  two  schemes  befora 
the  House,  he  wished  to  guard  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen against  being  misled  by  any  dia- 
torted  views  of  the  Bill,  which,  with  great 
skill  and  ingenuity,  had  been  conjured  up 
by  tbe  right  hon.  Member  for  Tamworth. 
He  was  sure  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  not  wilfully  mislead  the  House,  but 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  mixed  up  dif- 
ferent clauses  of  the  Bill,  and  had  suffered 
one  part  to  glide  into  another  in  a  manner 
calculftled  to  lead  to  erroaeous  Tiewa,  m 
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had  been  clearly  ihowii  by  liii  right  hoa, 
Friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
a  few  dayB  since.  He  would  not  go  back 
to  former  detaili,  but  he  wished  lo  remind 
the  Houte  that  the  towns  and  cities  of 
Ireland,  to  which  it  was  proposed  in  the 
Bill  to  give  a  separate  commission  of  the 
peace,  and  which  were  to  be  filled  by 
Judges  appointed  by  the  Crown,  were 
only  eleven  in  number ;  the  counties 
of  cities  and  boroughs,  in  which  Sheriffs 
were  authorised  to  summon  Jurors  were 
only  eight  in  number;  and  with  respect 
to  the  appointment  of  Sheriffs  in  these 
places,  he  left  that  open  to  future  dis- 
cnssioD.  The  towns  in  which  the  town- 
clerks  were  to  summon  juries  were  only 
three  in  number.  With  reference  to  this 
subject,  headmiUed,  with  the  noble  Lord, 
that  if  injustice  was  done  in  consequence 
of  this  proposed  arrangement,  it  was  quite 
immaterial,  however  small  the  number  of 
towns  in  which  it  was  perpetrated,  but  a 
atop  should  be  put  to  it.  He  admitted 
that  it  might  be  q^uite  regular  then  to  pro- 
pose some  alterations  in  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill,  but  he  contended  that  it  was  not 
within  the  scope  and  extent  of  the 
which  should  govern  them  in  going  into 
Committee,  to  call  for  the  application  of 
an  entire  new  principle,  or  to  demand  a 
new  machinery  in  that  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Lefiroy)  bad  complained  that 
more  boroughs  and  towns  were  not  in- 
cluded in  the  schedules.  He  stated  that 
117  corporate  cities  and  towns  had  bci 
visited  by  the  Gom,misAioner3,  and  the 
number  of  places  mentioned  in  the  sche- 
dules to  the  Bill  did  not  exceed  fifty-four. 
The  hon,  and  learned  Gentleman,  before 
he  had  passed  the  censure  which  he  did, 
should  have  read  in  the  Report  the  reasons 
which  bad  governed  the  Commissioners 
and  the  framers  of  the  Bill  in  not  intro- 
ducing more  places.  They  were  told  that, 
out  of  the  117  corporate  towns  inquired 
into  by  the  Commissioners,  there  were 
twenty-two  places  which  had  no  Muni- 
cipal Corporal  ion,  and  there  were  twen- 
ty-four other  places  in  which  the  Com' 
missioners  were  unable  to  discover  any  re- 
mains of  Corporations  which  existed  ti 
ISOO,  and  eleven  were  in  a  state  of 
doubtful  existence.  The  Bill  of  last  year 
conlaiued  a  list  of  sixty-seven  places,  and 
it  rested  on  the  essential  principle^  of  the 
■English  BUi.  The  noble  Lord  did  not 
$wm  to  be  awafe  gf  the  difference  between 
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the  Bill  of  last  year  and  the  present  one  j 
indeed,  from  the  language  he  bad  used  it 
vould  appear  that  he  bad  not  diligently 
itudied  the  Irish  Gill,  nor  had  the  hon. 
ind  learned  Gentleman  consulted  the 
provisions  of  the  English  Bill.  Tliey  did 
not  propose  in  this  Bill  to  incorporate  any 
towns  not  now  in  possession  of  charlera. 
Allusion  on  this  ground  had  been  made 
to  Antrim,  but  be  would  ask,  was  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  prepared  to  prove  that 
Antrim  was  not  in  possession  of  a  Corpo- 
ration ?  If  this  cduld  be  shown,  he  would 
not  object  to  exclude  that  city  from  the 
schedule.  Thty  had  been  told  that  such 
towns  as  Middleton  and  Belturbet  should 
have  been  included  in  the  Bill,  while 
others  of  more  importance  were  left  out ; 
but  he  would  ask  whether  it  was  the 
object  of  the  party  opposite  to  incorporate 
any  of  these  places  ?  He  would,  however, 
observe  on  this  point,  that  they  had  left 
these  two  boroughs  in  the  Bill,  because 
they  found  them  in  actual  possession  of 
corporate  rights,  and  of  corporate  pro- 
perty. If  they  had  not  found  these  towns 
m  actual  possession  of  corporate  property 
he  admitted  that  they  would  have  been 
fair  cases  for  exclusion.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  opposite  had  com- 
plained of  the  exclusion  of  Newry  and 
Dungarvon  ;  but  he  was  sure  that  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  Sergeant 
O'Loghlen,  Member  for  Dungarvon)  would 
not  have  consented  to  their  exclusion,  if 
there  had  not  been  good  reason.  He  need 
not  say  that  his  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend,  standing  in  the  relation  which  he 
did  to  the  latter  of  these  places,  would 
have  been  extremely  glad  to  have  done 
anything  which  he  consistently  could,  and 
which  would  be  agreeable  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  place.  He  repeated,  that  for 
some  good  reasons  they  were  not  included 
in  the  schedules  of  the  Bill,  and  those 
reasons  were  similar  to  the  reasons  on 
which  neither  Manchester  nor  Birmingham 
was  inserted  in  the  English  Bill.  With 
reference  to  the  mode  tbat  was  suggested 
for  the  appropriation  of  the  corporate 
funds,  he  would  only  observe  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  attempted  in  their 
present  proposition  to  surpass  the  Minis- 
terial side  of  the  House  in  the  science  of 
appropriation.  With  respect,  however,  to 
incorporation,  he  would  beg  to  observe 
that  there  was  a  clause  at  the  end  of  the 
Bill  to  enable  the  King  to  grant  chartere 
of  incorporation  to  towoi.    They  had  not 
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piopoud  to  place  tbe  ntmea  of  a  nnmber  |  Londonderry.  The  CominiMionen  in  their 


of  large  towns  in  Ireland  in  the  schedulea, 
becBute  they  had  not  inserted  the  name* 
of  towns  in  the  schedules  of  the  English 
Bill,  which  were  not  then  in  the  actual 
poeseuion  of  chaners.  This  jilan  had 
been  adopted,  after  mature  consideration, 


icted 


report  slate,  "  that  a  new  set  of  bells  waa 

Siurchased  and  set  up  by  tbe  Corporation 
or  the  cathedral  of  Derry  in  1812,  at  b 
cost  of  1,591/.  18i.,  and  that  ihe  Corpo- 
ration contributed,  in  1823,  towards  the 
repair  of  Derry  cathedral  the  sum  of 
1,600/."     This,  then,  was  an  instance  of 


The  right  hon.  and    learned  Gentleman    appropriation  for  purposes  which  were  not 
who  spoke  last  complained  of  the  burdens    for  the  benelil  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  ihe 


tbat  this  Bill  would  inflict  on  Irish 

porate  towns,  and  that  the   property  of ,  cli 


these  places  on  the  average  did  not  ex- 
ceed 130/.  a  year.  He  (Lord  Morpeth) 
thought,  that  by  due  and  prudent  manage- 
ment,  it  would  be  found  to  amount  to 
mtich  more  than  that  sum.  With  respect 
also  to  the  compulsory  payments  in  the 
towns  for  corporate  offices,  tbe  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  should  recollect  that, 
from  the  nature  of  the  offices,  the  salaries 
would  be  small  in  the  lesser  boroughs. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  also 
complained  that  the  power  of  taxation 
would  be  left  in  the  possession  of  the  51, 
bfluseholders.  But  did  he  forget  that  that 
class  of  persons  at  present  bad  the  power 
of  electing  Commissioners  for  levying 
compulsory  rates  for  paving,  watching, 
and  lighting  towns?  If  tbe  hon,  and 
learned  GendemBn  supposed  that  it  was 
likely  that  this  class  of  persons  would 
conspire  to  lay  a  heavier  rate  on  their 
richer  neighbours  than  they  themselves 
paid,  he  would  only  say,  in  reply,  that  he 
did  not  think  that  it  was  possible  that  the 
class  of  persons  who  composed  the  holders 
of  tbe  5L  rmncbise  would  for  one  moment 
lend  themselves  to  such  a  project.  Indeed, 
they  could  not  refer  to  a  single  instance 
of  such  an  attempt,  and  they  had  super- 
abundant evidence  on  the  other  side.  The 
faon.  and  learned  Member  made  some 
alluaioDS  to  the  Corporation  of  Tuam, 
which  was  coroposed  of  Catholics,  with 
'the  exception  of  one  member,  and  that 
tiut  Corporation  bad  mortgaged  its  pro- 
perty to  the  trustees  of  a  Catholic  chapel 
m  that  town.  He  did  not  wish  to  defend 
tbe  Corporation  of  Tuam :  on  the  con- 
trary, he  objected  to  it  as  a  close  body. 
The  Corporation  accounts  were  open  to 
none  of  Ihe  inhabitants,  and  there  was  no 
efficient  control  over  the  expenditure. 
When,  however,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Oentleman  brought  forward  this  case  of 
tfae  conduct  of  a  Catholic  Corporation,  be 
(Lord  Morpeth)  would,  as  a  set-off,  refer 
lb  ikt  conduiit  of  the  CorporatioD  oi' 


I,  but  for  the  advantage  of  a  particular 
,  This  was  a  case  in  which  there  was 


the  same  misappropriation  of  the  fuoda  as 
in  Tiiara,  and  equally  required  a  remedy  ; 
for  he  contended,  in  these  cases,  what  was 
good  for  Peter  was  good  for  Paul,  All 
that  lie  required  was,  that  the  inhabitanta 
of  a  town  should  have  the  administratioa 
of  their  own  affairs,  and  that  those  who 
contributed  to  the  local  taxation  should 
have  control  over  its  distribution  ;  by 
doing  this  he  thought  they  would  have  an 
eSficient  check  against  its  misappropria- 
tion. He  trusted  that  the  House  would 
adhere  to  the  plan  originally  proposed  by 
his  Majesty's  Government,  and  not  suffer 
itself  lo  be  carried  away  by  the  more  re- 
volutionary gale  which  blew  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  or  be  influenced 
by  the  spirit  of  the  noble  Lord,  which  was 
so  full  of  allusions  to  ravnges  and  deluges. 
He  felt  satisfied  that  the  election  of  the 
local  officers,  the  constantly  recurring 
discussions  in  the  town -councils,  the  re- 
peated congiderstion  of  local  affairs  and 
all  matters  connected  with  local  self- 
government,  would  not  be  without  benefit 
to  such  a  state  of  society  as  existed  in 
Ireland.  The  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for 
Lancashire,  said,  the  other  evening,  that 
he  thought  it  was  to  little  purpose  U> 
inquire  into  tbe  object  of  forming  the 
present  system  of  local  government  in 
Ireland,  but  he  (I^rd  Morpeth)  thonght  it 
would  be  still  more  useless  to  inquire  into 
the  object  iu  forming  many  of  the  regula- 
tions in  the  early  Irish  Corporations.  But 
from  all  the  information  that  he  could 
glean  respecting  those  early  times— and 
iie  was  aware  that  the  subject  was  one  of 
great  obscorityi — the  power  of  choosing 
tbe  municipal  officers  who  exercised  con- 
trol over  local  afiairs  was  vested  in  the 
inhabitants  at  large  of  those  places.  Cer- 
tainly the  policy  that  was  then  followed 
was  rude  and  imperfect,  and  in  those 
barbarons  times  these  Corporations  stood 
as  the  outworks  of  civilization.  But  what- 
ever WM  the  then  object  was  immtterial ; 
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but  the  wish  of  the  Ooveroment  in  bring* 
ing  forward  this  subject  wbb  to  restoTe, 
and  form  anew,  and  in  an  efiective  man- 
ner, Iriih  Municipal  CorporationB,  which 
would  serve  for  the  effective  adminiatra- 
tion  of  local  affairs,  and  afford  the  inhabit- 
ants a  control  over  the  expenditure  of 
local  funds.  Tbey  had  been  told  by  thi 
noble  Lord,  that  in  Ireland,  in  malting 
their  arrangements  for  local  government, 
they  should  recollect  how  much  party 
spirit  and  party  animosity  existed  the: 
but  he  was  quite  sure  that  this  measure, 
carried  into  effect,  would  not  make  those 
feelings  go  fortber  ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
would  tend  essentially  (o  mitigate  and 
allay  them,  by  giving  tlie  people  some- 
tUing  else  to  discnss  than  differences 
arising  from  religious  grounds.  By  pur- 
suing this  course  interests  .were  created, 
which  would  be  constantly  discussed,  and 
which,  in  consequence  of  their  nature, 
would  be  more  moderately  treated.  He 
was  satisfied  of  this,  because  the  subjects 
likely  to  be  discussed  hud  a  settled  ten- 
dency (0  allay  soreness,  and  instead  of 
matters  of  excitement,  they  would  be 
sitting  down  to  the  every  day  business  of 
life,  in  which  it  would  be  very  difficult  for 
men  to  exhibit  the  violent  party  feelings 
'which  now  prevailed.  He  thought  that 
there  were  also  other  grounds  that  made 
out  a  system  of  local  government,  as  was 
then  proposed,  more  necessary  in  Ireland 
than  m  England  and  Scotland,  Dublin 
was  not  so  disproportioned  in  size  and 
wealth  to  Londpn  as  the  towns  in  the 
provinces  of  Ireland  were  to  those  in 
England.  In  Dublin  there  was  something 
analogous  to  London,  but  in  Ireland  there 
were  no  such  towns  as  Manchester,  Leeds, 
Birmingham,  or  Glasgow,  nor  such  a 
multitude  of  market  towns  as  in  England, 
which  were  a  source  of  riches  to  the  sur- 
rounding agricultural  districts.  He  ad- 
mitted that  there  was  much  in  Ireland 
which  mnde  it  desirable  to  centralise  cer- 
tain businesses  in  Dublin  or  London.  On 
thia  ground  he  had  proposed  the  Bill  to 

.effect  certain  changes  in  the  constitution 
of  the  constabulary  force — a  Bill  which 

.  was  regarded  as  a  bugbear  last  year,  but 
which,  seemingly,  whs  regarded  by  gentle- 
men opposite  this  year  as  a  godsend.  In 
this  Bill  he  had  endeavoured  to  adopt  the 
principle  of  centralisation  as  much  as  he 
could.  In  the  constitution  of  this  armed 
force  of  police,  he  thought  that  a  different 

.principle  should  be  acted  upon  than  that 
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pTDpoted  in  thia  Bill.     In  the  cottnties  in 


Ireland,  therefore,  they  proposed  that  the 
nomination  and  control  of  the  police  force, 
instead  of  being  intrusted  to  irresponsible 
Grand  Juries,  should  be  left  to  those  who 
would  be  accountable  for  their  cooduct. 
They  proposed  that  the  control  of  the 
unarmed  police  in  towns  should  be  left, 
not  to  irresponsible  and  self-elected  per- 
sons, but  to  responsible  authorities,  chosen 
by  those  who  were  most  interested  in  their 
good  conduct,  and  who  must  suffer  by 
any  maladministration.  He  did  not  pro- 
pose to  abandon  the  principle  of  central- 
isation in  Ireland,  when  it  could  be  car- 
ried into  effect  advantageously;  but  at 
the  same  time,  when  he  found  Uiat  it  was 
more  beneficial,  he  proposed  that  the  in- 
habitants of  to\  ns  should  have  control 
over  their  own  concerns.  In  his  opinion 
the  scheme  of  reform  proposed  by  tha 
Government,  on  their  responsibility,  was  a 
real  and  palpable  advantage  over  the 
scheme  of  annihilation  first  shadowed  out 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member 
for  Tamworth,  and  that  evening  grown 
into  a  substantive  form,  in  the  shape  of 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  noble 
Lord  opposite.  The  chief  reason  for  re- 
fusing to  adopt  the  amendment  was,  that 
it  asserted  as  a  principle  the  incapacity, 
on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  to 
exercise  the  rights,  and  privileges,  and 
duties  now  so  advantageously  performed 
by  their  more  favoured  rellow-d\ibjectB  in 
England  and  Scotland.  Therefore,  it  was 
placing  the  people  of  Ireland  necessarily 
in  a  situation  of  inequality  and  inferiority, 
as  regarded  civil  rights  and  privil^es, 
and  consequently  inflicting  on  Uiem  what 
they  could  not  but  feel  as  an  injustice, 
and  which  they  might  be  roused  to  resent 
as  an  insult.  In  such  case  it  would  be 
easy  to  throw  blame  on  the  exciters  of 
these  measures ;  but  in  his  opinion  it 
would  be  a  much  wiser  part  to  give  them 
an  equality  of  civil  fights,  and  not  to  leava 
wrongs  unredressed.  The  noble  Lord 
(Francis  Egerton)  refrained  from  alleging 
any  religious  grounds  as  reasons  for  ex- 
clusion ;  but  his  noble  Friend,  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Lancashire  (Lord  Stanley), 
on  a  former  night,  certainly  did  allege 
relrgious  grounds  as  the  basis  for  a  politi- 
cal difference.  No  one  more  respected 
Hie  conscientious  feelings  of  his  noble 
Friend  than  he,  or  was  less  insensible  to 
the  purity  of  the  motives  of  his  noble 
Friend ;  but  he  could  not  value  them  very 
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highly  in  maltui  of  purely  a  temponl  na-  rather  exert  themifllrea  to  iDtrodaoe  nieh 
tore ;  and  he  owned,  vhile  be  admitted  a  syilem  of  good  goTernmeDt  io  towni 
the  conicieDtioui  feeliogi  of  hia  noble  and  cities  aa  would  '  be  consistent  with 
Friend,  he  could  not  help  doubting  the  jastice,  and  which  woald  be  benefinalla 
sonndnesa  of  his  political  views.  Per-  the  inbahitants  of  not  only  the  borooghe, 
haps,  in  lets  enlightened  days  they  might  but  the  country  at  large.  If,  on  tnal, 
resort  to  this  species  of  argument,  but  it !  they  were  found  to  have  exercised  tiie 
wii  hardly  to  ba  expected  that  in  the  j  tmtta  reposed  in  them  unfairly,  partially, 
preeent  day,  in  the  nineteenth  century,  or  corruptly,  than,  and  not  till  then,  let 
after  the  CathoUc  Relief  Bill  had  bean  the  Legislature  resume  froin  tbent  the 
passed,  and  after  the  Reform  Dill  had  powers  which  they  would  hav«  abused, 
passed,  that  it  could  be  seriously  admitted  and  ilie  privil^jes  which  they  would  hare 
that  the  Protestant  religion  could  be  en-    forfeited. 

dangered  by  any  species  of  monopoly  j  Mr.  Sergeant /(icAmm  said,  that  the  sup. 
which  could  be  enacted  under  this  Bill.  |  porters  of  this  Bill  claimed  for  the  towns 
Such  a  reason  (odiiquali^  the  large  mass  of  Ireland  Municipal  Reform  similar  to  that 
of  the  people  of  Ireland  from  equal  liberty,  I  vhich  had  been  granted  to  the  towns  of 
he  must  wholly  repudiate.  He  was  sur-  .  England ;  but,  before  he  proceeded  to  that 
prised,  indeed,  that  the  religious  grounds  '  question,  he  wished  to  make  a  few  ubserra- 
should  have  been  urged  with  reference  to  tions  on  another  part  of  the  case.  It  was 
the  Irish  boroughs,  and  that  danger  to  the  said,  that  this  measure  and  the  English  Bill 
Protestant  religion  should  be  anticipated  proceeded  on  the  same  principles  i  but  he 
from  thedestruclionofbodies,  which,  how- ,  begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
ever  intended,  had  certainly  not  hitherto  to  manj  poinU  in  which  they  difimed  most 
added  to  Its  security  or  tU  strength.  When  ,  essentially.  In  the  first  place,  he  wuhed 
it  was  remembered  that  the  ProteiUnt  the  House  to  look  at  the  fourth  section  of 
religion  had  been  exposed  to  the  opposi-  |  *e  BiU  now  under  discussion,  and  to  com- 
tion  of  amperora  and  general  councils—  '  pwe  it  with  the  sixth,  the  correqwrnding 
thatithaddefiedtheedtctsofFsrnose— the  '  ^*\°''°}  the  English  Bill.  This  tectioo 
thunders  of  the  Vatican,  and  the  arma  of  I  "'."'^  ^"^  ^'^^>  >*  would  be  found  coa- 
Al»,  it  was  too  much  to  auppose  that  the  """^^  »  P^\  vanety  of  mattw  which  waa 
carrying  the  Irish  Corporation  Bill  would  """»  ""^'*«1  "J  '•«  Englu^  B'U.  but  tOl 
expifl  it  to  danger.  His  right  hon.  and  ??'  ""^  w<>^  l"'^.*'*  ^?^  f>^™  .tl'%1'™- 
laamed  Friend,  the  Attorney-General  for  Genllenien  opposite  which  explained,  or 
when  he  made  his  statement  on    «"y  waj  accounted  for,  the  obvious  denar- 


Ireland,  < 

introducing  the  Bill,  brought  forward 
eogent  reasons  for  passing  it,  which  he 
had  taken  from  a  speeth  of  his  noble 
.Friend  on  inttoducing  the  Irish  Reform 
Bill.  His  noble  Friend  had  then  clearly 
shown  that  they  were  then  legislating  for 
political  and  not  for  religious  purposes,  as 
was  also  the  case  in  the  present  measure. 
He  did  not  doubt,  from  what  Oenllemen 
opposite  said;  that  there  would  be  a  large 
inAus  of  Toriea  into  these  town-councils 
unless,  indeed,  those  who  had  bitherlo 
borne  that  title  should  have  at  onoe  given 
it  up,  and  have  even  repudiated  the  name 
af  bit  by  hit  Reformer,  in  order  lo  become 
•Destructives.  He  hsd  only  further  to 
state,  what  was  indeed  admitted  on  all 
aides,  that  the  system  which  prevailed 
under  the  self-elected,  irresponsible  Cor- 
porations, which  he  was  loth  lo  call  Pro- 
testant, must  be  got  rid  oft  but  he  trusted 
that  they  would  hesitate  before  they  had 
reconne  to  such  a  violent  remedy  as  was 
proposed  on  the  other  side,     ut  them 


tures  in  this  respect  of  the  Irish  Gill  from 
the  provisions  nf  the  English  Bill,  The 
Bill  now  under  cnnnderation  provided,  of^er 
stating  that  the  new  Corporations  weie 
be  styled  mayor,  aldermen,  andbur- 
!■ — that  they  ahall  be  capable  in  law, 
^y  the  council  ncreinsf^er  named  of  such 
borough,  to  do  and  Buffer  atl  acts  which 
such  bodies  corporate  lawfully  may  do  and 
suffer,  and  shall  be  entitled  to,  invested 
with,  and  poraesaed  of,  all  the  lawful  rights, 
trusts,  properties,  and  entatea  now  or  lately 
legally  invested  In,  or  belonging,  or  which  of 
right  ought  to  belong,  to  such  boroughs  or 
bodies  corporate  respectively,  save  only  and 
except  those  vetted  in  the  charitable  trtw- 
tees  of  such  boroughs,  pursuant  to  the 
piovistons  hereinafter  contained  ;  and  the 
mayor  of  each  of  the  said  boroughs  shall  bs 
capable  in  law  to  do  and  suffer  all  aeta 
which  the  chief  officer  of  such  hoTDuah 
might  or  maj  lawfully  do  or  suffer,  so  &r 
as  such  powers,  rights,  trusts,  and  privileges 
respectively  are  not  altered  or  annulled I7 
the  provinons  of  this  Act*    Tfat  laU«r 
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nait  of  d^  wcdon  wm  dl4}gMAier  omitted 
ro  tho  EngUah  Bill,  and  fac  iliiiuld  there- 
fore UIca  to  know  for  wlut  leafon  the  le- 
markable  word  "  truit"  had  been  inMrted 
in  the  Irish  ffill,  when  it  wai  not  to  be 
fimnd  in  the  cone^ionding  proriuon  of  the 
English  Bill  ?  There  was  Mnie  mention 
made  of  "  tniiu"  in  the  Report  of  the 
Comminionen,  but  then  there  wbi  a  taving 
-in  this  clauie  with  regard  to  tniBts  of  a 
charitable  nature-  To  show  bowdeJunTe  this 
saving  was,  he  would  take  the  <a.ty  of  Cork, 
a  town  with  which  he  was  well  acquainted. 
In  that  city  the  Corporation  were  invetted 
with  truMs  which,  though  not  exactlj' 
bearing  the  character,  were  devoted  to  cha- 
ritable purposes,  and  yet  what  would  the 
effect  of  this  Bill  be  in  all  «uch  cases  ?  Why, 
that  by  its  operation,  the  whole  of  auch 
trusts  would  be  tnuisferred  to  the  manage- 
ment and  control  of  the  councilors  of  the 
Corporation.  Here,  then,  was  a  clear  de- 
parture from  the  English  Bill,  hut  no 
reason  whatever  had  been  given  for  it.  If 
such  words  had  no  meaning,  were  intended 
to  have  none,  why  employ  them  i  But  if 
they  had,  if  they  were  intended  to  produce 
'  a  certun  effect,  why  not  My  so  at  once,  and 
manfully  accountfor  th«r  introduction  into 
the  Irish  Bill  ?  The  declared  object  of  the 
framers  of  that  Bill  was  to  apply  to  Ireland 
the  same  principles  of  reform  which  had 
been  proceeded  on  in  the  English  Bill ; 
but  he  should  like  to  know  from  those 
Gentlemen  a  single  instance  in  which  a 
defunct  Corporation  in  England  had  been 
again  nused  into  existence  ?  In  Ireland 
■evetel  departed  Corporations  were,  it 
seemed,  to  be  called  back  to  life,  and  yet 
they  were  told  that  thete  was  no  departure 
in  this  measure  from  the  English  Bill. 
Newry,  which  contained  a  population  of 
of  1 3,065,  and  the  limits  of  which  extended 
fro(n  a  mile  and  a-half  to  two  miles — a 
town  occupying  2,500  acres,  and  returning 
a  Member  to  Parliament,  was  altogether 
nmitted  in  the  present  Bill,  although  it 
was  included  in  the  Bill  of  the  last  Seuion. 
Newry,  then,  according  to  the  present 
measure,  was  to  have  no  Municipal  Cor- 
pontion,  although  other  places  less  entitled 
Xq  a  charter  were  ;  and  the  same  might  be 
said  of  Downpatrick.  The  Assize  town  of 
the  county  of  Downpatrick  was  also  in- 
cluded in  the  Bill  of  last  Session,  although 
omitted  in  the  present  measure  But  was 
it  not  curious  that  a  small  town  like  Ban- 
gor was  to  be  deemed  fi  t  for  the  advantages 
of  s  Corporation,  while  extensive  towns, 
such  as  Newry  snd  Downpatrick,  were  to 


be  left  without  the  power  of  s^-govem- 
ment^  The  population  of  Bangor  was 
S,74'l ;  its  limits,  though  not  stated  in  the 
Report,  were  but  small;  and  the  Members 
of  the  Corporation  amounted  to  no  more 
than  twelve,  all  of  whom  were  either  of  the 
Ward  family,  or  the  friends  and  relations 
of  that  family.  Why  this  should  be,  he 
certainly  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive.  In 
Bangor  there  was  a  place  of  confinement 
called  the  "  Black  hole,"  but  only  one  per- 
son was  ever  known  to  have  been  confined 
in  it,  and  although  the  whole  of  the  cor- 
porate property  at  the  disposal  of  the  Cor- 
poration did  not  amount  to  50t  a  year,  yet 
Bangor  was  to  be  honoured  with  a  Corpora- 
tion, while  towns  which  returned  Represen- 
tatives to  that  House  were  to  be  precluded. 
Perhaps  it  might  be  assigned  as  a  reason  for 
passing  over  Newry  and  Downpatrick,  that 
the  Corporations  of  these  places  had  fallen 
into  decay.  Thit,  however,  was  not 
the  principle  on  which  the  Government 
proceeded,  because,  they  hsd  proposed   to 

S've  a  charter  to  the  miKcrable  town  of 
iddleton,  the  population  of  which  did  not 
exceed  2,014.  It  was  not  easy  to  discover 
why  a  place  so  insigniflcant  should  have 
been  called  into  existence  as  a  Corporation, 
when  Mallow,  with  double,  he  might  sar 
treble,  the  amount  of  population,  and  en- 
titled to  send  a  Member  to  Parliament, 
was  excluded.  No  satisfactory  cxulana- 
rions  had  up  to  that  hour  been  afforded  on 
these  paints;  but  as  be  did  not  wish  to 
trouble  the  House  by  enumerating  the  va- 
rious other  insUnces  in  which  the  Bill 
departed  from  the  English  Bill,  he  would 
proceed  to  show  that  the  frumers  of  the 
measure  under  consideration  had  not  been 
guided  by  the  principle  for -which  they 
claimed  credit,  vie.  that  of  giving  to  Ire- 
land a  Municipal  Reform  similar  to  that 
which  had  been  granted  to  England.  He 
could  not,  however,  omit  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  another  extraordinsiT 
instance  of  departure  from  the  English 
Bill  which  the  Irish  Bill  exhibited.  This 
would  be  found  by  a  comparison  of  the  Sth 
section  of  the  Irish  Bill  with  the  pth,  the 
corresponding  section,  of  the  English  Bill. 
In  the  English  Act,  occupation  for  two,  he 
might  say  three,  years  was  made  an  indis- 

CssUe  requinte  in  the  qualification  of  a 
gessa;  but  in  the  Irish  Bill,  all  that 
was  necessary  to  entitle  a  party  to  have  his 
name  placed  on  the  hu^ess  roll  was  an 
occupation  of  little  more  then  six  months. 
No  reason  had  been  given  {at  this  depar- 
ture, although  be  should  have  thought  that 
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the  Houn  were  entitled  to  tome  explsaa- 
tion  on  the  subject.  As  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  had  addressed  himself  chiefly 
to  the  administration  of  juatice  and  mal. 
Tenation,  he  (Mr.  Jsckson)  had  felt  it  ne- 
ceaaary  to  advert  to  those  points.  There 
WM  another  difference  in  this  same  section 
and  the  carrespondtng  section  of  the  English 
Bill,  which  likewiie  called  for  explanation. 
In  describing  the  nature  of  the  qualilication 
in  respect  of  which  persons  might  claim  to 
have  their  names  placed  on  the  burgess  roll, 
another  remarkable  word  was  employed. 
It  was  said,  that  persons  sbotild  be  entitled 
lo  act  as  burgesses  of  any  borough  who 
"  shall  hold  and  occupy  within  such  bo- 
rough any  house,  warehouse,  counting- 
house,  office,  or  shop,  which  shall  be  truly 
and  really  of  the  full  yearly  value  of  five 
pounds."  He  begged  to  call  the  altentiun 
of  the  House  to  the  word  "  office"  in  this 
enumeration.  No  such  word  appeared  in 
the  English  Act,  and  why  it  had  been  in- 
lerted  in  the  Irish  Hill  he  had  no  small 
curiosity  to  know,  If  an  "  office"  were  to 
confer  the  right  of  voting  in  the  affaira  of 
Corporations,  might  not  every  room  in 
every  house  in  a  borough  be  converted  into 
an  office  for  the  purpose  of  making  votes  in 
favour  of  one  party  or  another?  This 
would  clearly  amount  to  something  very 
much  resembling  universal  aufii^e ;  and 
if  it  were  not  intended  to  estabhsb  the 
principle  of  universal  suffrage,  such  a  quali- 
fication should  be  expunged  from  this  Bill 
It  was  only  by  close  examination  and  col- 
lation that  the  essential  difference  between 
the  two  measures  could  be  discovered,  and 
it  did  Btrike  bim  as  somewhat  singular  that 
no  such  word  as  "  office"  was  to  be  found 
in  the  Irish  Corporation  Bill  of  last  Ses- 
sion. He  thou^t  the  House  should  be  told 
fairly  and  candidly  wby  that  word  had 
been  introduced  into  the  present  measure. 
There  were  also  other  circumstances  besides 
those  to  which  he  had  adverted  connected 
with  this  Bill,  to  which  he  wished  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House.  In  England, 
the  qualiBcation  was  made  with  reference  to 
the  payment  of  poor  rates.  There  were  no 
poor  rates  in  Ireland,  and  therefore  it  was 
necessary  to  substitute  for  that  some  other 
test  of  qualification.     What  was  the  test  of 

?ualification  which  was  proposed  for  the 
rish  boroughs  ?  Why,  the  occupation  in 
Cork,  Limerick,  Waterford,  and  other  towns 
of  the  first  class,  of  a  house  and  premises  of 
of  the  value  of  10/.,  and  in  places  of  less 
conndeiation,  of  5/.  Now  with  respect  to 
Cork,  which  had  a  population  of  100,000 


a  state  of  things 


he  would  venture  to  ny  that  the  efiect  of 
such  a  provision  would  be  to  enable  evexy 
labourer  within  seven  milea  of  that  dtj, 
who  occupied  a  mere  shed  and  a  few  rooda 
of  land,  to  participate  in  til  the  privilecea 
of  the  Bill,  no  matter  how  small  the  value 
of  bis  holding  might  he.  Persons  of  the 
description  he  hod  named,  would  be  ea- 
titled  to  become  town-oouncillors  under 
this  Bill,  and  if  he  were  not  greatly  misin- 
formed, he  might  state  that  the  han- 
Member  for  Cork,  whom  he  saw  in  hia 
place,  and  who  would  correct  him  if  he 
were  in  error,  had  been  sent  to  that  Houae 
by  no  fewer  than  600  voters,  who  could  not 
even  write  their  own  namea.  The  same 
persons  would,  if  this  Bill  were  passed, 
have  the  election  of  the  municipal  (^eers 
of  the  Irish  Corporation  towns  thrown 
their  hands,  and  that 
which  resembled  nothing  that  existed 
England.  Tbere  was  anotbfi'  most  im- 
portant matter,  to  which  he  wished  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House.  In  EngloDd, 
the  lists  of  voters  were  prepared  by  the 
overseers  of  the  poor,  whose  duty  it  was 
annually  to  collect  and  furnish  the  munea 
of  the  persons  entitled  to  act  as  burgesses 
in  municipal  elections,  hut  what  was  the 
arrangement  in  this  respect  for  Ireland, 
where  there  were  no  overseers?  Why, 
this  duty  was  to  devolve  ultimately  upon  the 
town-clerks.  The  first  year  after  the 
passing  of  this  Bill,  the  burgess  lists  were 
to  be  preparc-d  by  the  churchwardens,  but 
afterwards  that  duty,  with  others,  enoudi 
to  incapacitate  them,  would  fall  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  town-clerks,  who  were  not 
only  lo  have  charge  of  the  records  of  the 
Corporation,  to  advise  the  town-council,  to 
act  as  clerks  of  the  Crown,  to  perform  the 
onerous  functions  of  registrars  of  tbe  Courts 
of  Conscience,  but  to  revise  annually  the 
burgess  lists.  He  was  convinced  that  bur- 
thcning  those  officers  with  sucha  multiplicity 
of  duties  could  only  lead  to. confusion  and 
abuse.  He  now  heggcd  to  call  tbe  atteik. 
tion  of  the  House  to  a  matter  much  more 
important  than  anything  to  which  he  had 
hitherto  referred.  The  noble  Lord  had  said 
that  the  new  Corporations  would  only  have 
control  over  the  watch  of  their  own  bo- 
roughs,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  armed 
police  force  would  he  under  the  exclusive 
direction  of  the  Lord- Lieutenant.  This 
Bill  mode  a  most  extraordinary  altemtioa 
in  this  respect,  fur  not  only  were  the  watch- 
men to  be  iibsolutely  an  armed  police  of 
the  municipality,  hut  "a*  won  as  constables 
shall  have  been  appointed  by  the 
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mitteeroi  any  borougb,  b  notice,  sigDed  by  the 
major  of  such  borough,  specifying  tbe  day 
on  which  such  couEtablcs  shall  begin  to  act, 
shall  be  fixed  on  the  doors  of  the  town-hall 
and  every  place  of  public  worship  nithln 
such  borough  ;  and  on  the  day  so  specified 
in  such  notice,  so  much  of  all  Acts  named 
in  conjunction  with  such  borough  in  the 
schedule  E  to  this  Act  annexed,  and  of 
■II  Acts  made  before  the  passing  of  this 
Act,  as  relates  to  the  appointments,  regula- 
tions, powers,  and  duties,  or  to  tbe  assess- 
ment or  collection  of  any  rate,  to  provide 
for  tbe  expenses  of  any  watchmen,  consta- 
bleS)  patrol,  at  police,  for  any  place  or 
places  situated  within  such  borough,  shall 
cease  end  determine,  and  all  watch-houses 
and  watch-boxes  in  such  place  or  places, 
and  all  arms,  accoutrements,  and  other  ne- 
cessaries provided  at  tbe  public  expense  for 
any  watchmen,  constables,  patrol,  or  police 
therein,  ^all  be  given  up  to  such  persons 
as  sball  he  named  by  the  said  mayor  in 
such  notice,  for  the  use  and  accommodation, 
of  the  constables  to  he  appointed  under  this 
Act,  and  all  the  property  so  to  be  ^ven 
tip  sbsll  be  deemed  to  belong  to  the  body 
corporate  of  such  borough."  Now  it 
would  be  observed  that  immediately  after 
the  publication  of  this  notice,  all  tbe  Acts 
enumerated  in  schedule  £,  would  cease  and 
determine,  and  that  from  that  moment 
there  would  also  be  an  end  of  all  tbe  Acts 
by  which  rates  are  levied  in  certain  dis- 
tricts for  tbe  pay  of  the  police.  The  watch- 
men, if  so  thej  could  be  called,  were  to 
be  aimed  exactly  like  the  police ;  but  was 
it  not  perfectly  plain  that  repealing  these 
Acts,  which  enabled  half  tbe  expense 
of  the  police  force  to  be  raised  by  present- 
ment, would,  in  efiect,  laic  the  whole 
control  of  the  constabulary  of  those  bo- 
roughs out  of  the  hands  of  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant,  and  place  it  in  those  of  the 
town-council?  This  was,  he  submitted,  a 
formidable  power  to  place  in  the  hands  of 
such  penons,  and  he  therefore  trusted  that 
what  he  had  said  would  draw  the  attention 
of  htm.  Members  to  this  extraordinary  pro- 
vision of  this  Bill.  He  could  adduce  a 
great  number  of  other  iiiRtances  of  depar- 
ture from  the  English  Act;  but  he  would 
only  trespass  on  the  House  to  recapitulate 
some  of  those  to  which  he  had  already 
called  the  attention  of  the  House.  There 
was  a  difference  as  regarded  trusts — the 
revival  of  decayed  Corporations — the  quali- 
fication of  buiMHSCR,  and  the  insertion  of 
the  word  "office,"  from  which  a  system 
little  short  of  tiniven.il  Riifl'rige  must  arise. 
VOL.  XXXl.tE'^t 


These  things,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
other  discrepancies,  which  he  had  pointed 
out,  proved  that  this  Bill  was  lolo  ccela 
difibreut  from  the  Acts  passed  for  the  Re- 
form of  the  Municipal  Corporations  in  tbia 
country.  His  right  Ion.  and  learned 
Friend  had  assumed  that  those  who  could 
not  agree  with  the  principles  of  the  Bill 
which  he  had  introduced,  must  he  actuated 
by  some  particular  motive.  Now  he  could 
see  no  other  reason  for  objecting  to  it  than 
tbe  state  of  society  in  the  two  countrJM. 
No  man  could  deny,  that  (he  state  of  so- 
ciety ill  England  and  Ireland  differed  on 
many  essential  points.  In  the  first  place, 
tltey  had  a  body  of  men  in  Ireland,  to 
whom  there  was  in  England  no  class  either 
similar  or  analogous.  The  body  of  men  to 
whom  he  alluded,  influenced  elections,  po- 
litical and  municipal,  to  an  extraordinary, 
an  incredible,  extent.  They  bad  in  Ireland 
a  large  establishment  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic hierarchy  and  clergy.  \Cheers^  He 
did  not  believe  that  the  ban.  ^lember 
who  cheered  him  meant  to  dissent  from 
the  fact  which  he  had  stated.  He  repeated, 
that  they  ha4  in  Ireland,  Roman  Catholic 
Archbishops,  and  Bishops  and  dignitariea 
of  every  degree,  as  well  as  a  vast  num- 
ber of  parochial  clergy.  Tbe  parochial 
clergy,  alone,  he  believed,  exceeded  3,000 
and  besides  these  there  were  a  great  many 
who  belonged  to  different  religious  orders. 
The  House  would  permit  him  to  say,  that 
this  body,  he  meant  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy,  made  it  their  business  to  interfere 
in  every  election  which  occurred  in  Ireland. 
The  influence  which  they  exercised  over 
the  electors  was  the  bane  of  that  coun- 
try ;  and  all  be  could  say  was,  that  if 
the  present  corporate  system  were  abo- 
lished, and  this  Bill  passed  into  a  law,  every 
borough  in  that  country  would  he  reduced 
to  a  frightful  condition.  Throughout  the 
whole  year  they  would  be  disturbed  by 
elections.  The  Sheriffs  were  to  be  elected 
triennially,  and  tbe  election  'of  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  town-councillors,  would 
furnish  fresh  scenes  of  agitation.  This 
was  not  all ;  for  in  the  cases  of  death, 
bankruptcy,  insolvency,  or  absence  for  a 
month,  of  a  municipal  officer,  a  new  eleo 
tion  was  to  take  place  within  ten  days,  so 
that  he  might  venture  to  say,  that  tbe 
whole  of  the  corporate  towns  of  Ireland 
would  exhibit  from  one  end  of  the  year  to 
the  other  nothing  hut  scenes  of  election 
tumult  und  disonler.  If  to  these  evils 
were  to  be  added  anything  like  the  brilwry 
and  iniiniidiiiioR  which  be  bad  heard  of 
2X 
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lutelf  tDDTdered,  wu  broDght  to  bis  deadi 
hj  tbo  treatment  which  be  receired.  Such 
wt>  the  penecutitm  that  pursued  bim  that 
he  wu  hunted  out  of  the  country.  He  ^ru 
not  able  to  return  to  hu  glebe,  and  tbe 
reiult  was  tbftt  he  absolutelj  died  from  tbe 
effect  of  the  penecution  by  whidi  be  wras 
assailecl.  This  was  a  state  of  society  of 
which  tbe  House  bad  no  idea.  These  nere 
tbe  circumstnnces  whicb  were  occurring  in 
Ireland,  and  for  which  no  pBToUel  Tras  to 
he  fuuud  in  the  drcuinstances  of  this  coun- 
try. These  were  the  essential  and  charac- 
teristic differences  which  made  it  madness 
for  that  House  to  le^ilate  for  Ireland  in 
all  respects  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
legislated  for  this  country.  The  e^ct  of 
the  measure  before  the  House,  wben  he 
contidered  the  nature  and  character  of  the 
constituency  they  were  about  to  create, 
would  be  to  transfer  tbe  power  and  influence 
of  these  Corporations  exclusively  into  the 
hands  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland. 
The  effect  of  the  measure  would  not  be, 
as  his  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  bad 
described  it,  the  transfer  of  thu  power  and 
influence  from  an  esclusire  body  into  tba 
bands  of  the  people  ^erally,  but  into  the 
possesion  of  a  certain  dass  and  portion  of  ' 
the  people.  He  alluded  to  the  power  that 
was  exercised  by  the  Catholic  priesthood 
in  Ireland— a  power  to  which  tbe  Catholic 
population  was  completely  subsernent, 
The  bon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin 
undoubtedly  possessed  great  influence.  He 
to  a  great  extent  influenced  the  Parliament- 
ary elections  in  Ireland.  His  influence, 
no  doubt,  bad  great  eflect;  hut  tbe  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin,  able  as  he 
was,  was  but  an  instrument  tn  the  bands 
of  that  power  which  exercised  a  paramount 
influence,  and  to  which  influencethe  whole 
Catholic  population  of  Ireland  was  sub- 
ser*tent.  The  same  persons  would  always 
continue  to  exercise  that  power.  Let  the 
House  consider  tbe  character  and  rircum- 
stances  of  that  body.  They  were  a  class  of 
men  who  did  not  many,  who  were  not 
bound  to  the  State  by  strong  and  peculiar 
ties.  They  were  men  who  gave  no  hos- 
tages to  the  State ;  and  it  was  such  men 
that  exercisedthis  paramount  and  dangerous 
power.  The  power  which  he  was  describ- 
ing did  not  centre  in  tbe  ban.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin.  If  that  hoa.  and 
learned  Member  died  to-morrow,  that 
power  would  survive  him ;  and  the  same 
power  and  authority,  exerclied  by  tbe  hands 
of  tho!ie  perjions,  would  still  continue  to 
exist  in  Ireland-     The  tight  hon.  Oentle> 
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while  on  the  Intimidation  Committee  of 
last  Sesnon,  all  he  could  say  was,  that  they 
could  not  pre  to  Ireland  a  greater  curse 
than  that  which  was  now  represented  as  a 
bocni  to  that  country.  He  should  presently 
call  the  attention  of  tbe  House  to  some 
instances  of  tbe  part  which  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  took  in  tbe  Irbh  elections, 
and  the  fri^lful  state  to  which  that  coun- 
try was  Induced  in  consequence.  This 
would  show  the  difference  of  the  stale  of 
society  in  England  and  Ireland  ;  for  iu  what 
part  of  this  country— in  what  Engliih 
county — he  should  like  to  know,  would 
there  be  found  thirty-six  individuals 
awaiting  their  trial  for  no  less  a  crime 
than  murder  i  It  was  a  melancholy  fact, 
but  it  was  not  the  less  true,  that  at  the 
Assiaes  for  the  county  of  Tippcrary  there 
were  no  fewer  than  thirty-aix  cases  of 
murder  to  be  tried.  In  Ireland,  from  I839j 
down  to  the  present  time,  there  had  been 
as  many  as  700  homicides,  and  it  was  tbe 
system  of  tumult  and  agitation  which  had 
been  allowed  to  go  on  which  had  brought 
that  country  into  its  present  deplorable 
situation.  It  was  his  opinion,  that  these 
things  would  only  be  increased  and  per- 
petuated by  the  passing  of  this  Bill  There 
bad  been  several  Protestant  cleivyinen 
murdered  in  Ireland  since  1890.  He  cer- 
tainly did  not  mean  to  say,  that  all  those 
murders  of  der^men  had  taken  place  in 
the  county  of  Tipperary  aloncj  but  several 
of  them  did  occur  in  that  county.  One  of 
these  murders  took  place  in  the  county  of 
Cork.  Another  of  them  took  place  in  the 
county  of  Tipperary,  namely,  the  murder 
of  the  reverend  Mr.  Whitty.  The  lives 
of  several  other  clergymen  had  been  sacri. 
ficed  in  this  way.  One  of  the  consequences 
of  the  agitation  and  intimidation  that  pre- 
vailed was,  that  wben  tbe  guilty  parties 
were  arrested  and  brought  to  trial,  their 
trials  turned  out  to  be  a  mere  nullity.  In 
a  case  where  certain  parties  were  arraigned 
for  the  murder  of  a  clergyman,  one  of  tbe 

Klncipal  witnesses  for  the  prosecution 
ing  brought  upon  the  table,  refused  to 
answer  any  questions  put  to  him.  How- 
ever, on  being  preyed  by  the  Court 
to  reply  to  the  questions  put  to  him,  he 
said — "Am  I  to  be  shot?"  There  was 
no  possibility  of  getting  over  this  feeling, 
and  the  witness  was  allowed  to  go  off*  the 
table  without  having  given  his  testimony. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  again 
adverted  to  the  case  of  the  reverend  Mr. 
Whitty,  and  of  tbe  reverend  Mr.  Going. 
The  latter  gentleman,  though  not  abso- 
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man  who  introduced  the  measure  had 
stated,  that  there  was  no  apprehenEion  to 
he  entertained  of  the  exercige  of  any  sinister 
influence  in  the  nciv  Corporations  in  Ire- 
land. A]]  the  elections  would  be  carried 
on  in  a  peaceahlc  and  tranquil  manner, 
and  he  instanced  the  case  of  Cork  and  those 
elections  which  had  taken  place  in  Ireland 
under  the  provigions  of  the  9th  of  Geo.  4ih. 
He  would  read  some  information  which  he 
had  received  on  this  subject,  and  which  he 
thought  would  show  that  religious  feeling 
prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated,  that 
religious  feeling  did  not  prevail  in  elections 
in  Ireland — that  there  was  no  instance  of 
religious  feeling  operating  in  elections  in 
Iremnd.  Now  he  had  lived  for  a  number 
of  years  in  Ireland,  and  had  been  much 
conversant  with  elections  in  that  cnunlry, 
and  he  had  never  known  an  instance  of  an 
election  in  Ireland  in  which  religious  and 
political  feeling  had  not  strongly  prevailed. 
Now,  with  respect  to  the  Corporation  of 
Youghal,  let  them  see  what  chance  there 
would  be  there  of  having  the  elections 
conducted  without  party  or  religious  feel- 
ing. He  had  received  some  information 
respecting  the  state  of  that  Borough,  which 
he  thought  would  throw  some  light  upon 
the  disadvantage  of  placing  the  qualifica- 
tion at  too  low  a  standard.  The  conse- 
quences likely  to  result  from  such  a  state 
as  this  measure  would  bring  about  would 
be  to  give  a  triumph  to  one  distinctive 
portion  of  society.  He  was  informed  that 
the  introduction  of  the  Municipal  Bill  into 
Ireland,  should  the  minimum  standard  of 
qualification  be  even  10/.,  with  the  esctu- 
sion  of  freemen,  would  be  most  fatal  to  the 
internal  tranquillity  of  corporate  towns, 
and  would  tend  to  keep  alive  that  parly 
feeling  which  had  dismembered  society,  and 
Btnick  at  the  base  of  national  improvement. 
In  proof  of  this,  the  writer  of  this  commu- 
nication referred  to  an  election  which  took 
place  in  Youghal  in  1 830,  under  the  pr< 
virions  of  9th  Geo'  4th.  Previous  to  thi 
election.  Commissioners,  both  Catholic  and 
ProiesiBiit,  bad  been  elected  without  an^ 
intrusion  of  party  feeling,  and  these  Com- 
missioners administered  their  duties  to  the 
general  satisfaction  of  the  inhabitants.  Thii 
state  of  things  was  changed  by  the  effect 
of  the  last  general  Parliamentary  election, 
which  had  produced  a  great  degree  of 
party  and  political  feeling.  The  document 
went  on  to  slate  the  intolerant  feeling  that 
had  influenced  the  Catholic  party  in  the 
town  at  the  last  election  of  Commissioners, 


and  the  interference  with  their  flocks 
which  the  Catholic  Priests  had  used  on 
that  occasion.  The  result  of  the  atalement 
prove  that  the  working  of  the  9th. 
of  George  4th.,  referred  to  by  the  Attomey- 
Genemi  for  Ireland  was  no  criterion  by 
hich  to  judge  of  elections  that  might  take 
place  under  this  Biil,  which  would  be  sure 
(o  be  influenced  by  the  strongest  party  and 
political  feeling.  The  right  hon;  Gentle- 
man had  referred  also  to  the  Borough  of 
Dungarvnn  to  show  that  in  all  cases  the 
electora  of  Ireland  bad  shown  a  disposition 
to  return  Protestants  instead  of  Catholics, 
But  what  was  the  case  of  Dungarvan? 
They  had  heretofore  returned  Mr.  Lamb, 
a  Protestant  Gentleman,  who  was  a  Re- 
former. They  had  since  returned  a  Pro- 
testant Gentleman  named  Jacob,  but  they 
returned  Mr.  Jacob  because  he  had  pledged 
himself  to  them  as  a  Hepealer.  Ho  defied 
tliem  to  show  an  instance  in  which  the 
Catholic  constituencies  of  Ireland  had  re- 
turned a  Protestant  in  preference  to  a  Ca- 
tholic, unless  that  Protestant  had  pledged 
himself  as  a  Repealer.  It  was  stated  by 
some  person  at  the  other  ride  of  the  House, 
that  there  were  two  recent  instances  in 
which  Protestants  had  been  returned  in 
preference  to  Catholics.  He  admitted  there 
might  be  some  rare  cases,  but  he  maintained 
that,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  in  Irish 
elections,  Protestants  were  preferred  to 
Catholics  only  when  they  had  come  forward 
and  pledged  themselves  as  Repealers,  and 
in  the  two  instances  which  had  been  staled, 
if  the  two  gentlemen  alluded  to  had  not 
pledged  themselves  as  Repealers,  he  was 
sure  that  they  had  given  every  other 
pledge  that  their  constituents  had  demanded 
of  them  on  the  subject  of  the  Irish  tiilie 
question,  and  in  support  of  every  other 
measure  which  their  constituents  wished 
tbcm  to  support,  But,  throwing  these 
considerations  entirely  overboard,  when- 
ever constituencies  in  Ireland  found  Pro- 
testants equally  suitable  to  their  puriwges, 
he  was  not  in  tbc  least  surprised  that  they 
should  give  Protestants  the  preference.  He 
did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  a  Protestant 
thus  elected  was  a  much  more  dangerous 
fue  to  the  Protestant  interests  and  to  the 
security  of  the  Church  than  a  Catholic 
Member  professing  the  same  principles. 
Wliatever  statements  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  the  Church,  or  to  Protestant 
intereiils  generally,  were  made  by  a  Itumaa 
Catholic  Member,  were  likely  from  iiis 
peculiar  circumstances  ond  feelings  to  be 
received  by  the  House  with  some  allowance, 
XX2 
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but  this  would  not  be  tlie  caie  with  a  Pro- 
testant gentleman,  for  statements  he  made 
were  too  apt  to  be  received  implicitlj  by 
the  House.  Now  with  respect  to  Dun. 
gorvun,  who  bad  been  returned  there  in- 
stead of  a  Catholic  ?  Why,  Mr.  Jacob,  who 
had  succeeded,  he  believed,  Mr.  Galwey. 
^"  No,  no."2  Wei],  it  was  immaterial; 
he  thought  it  was  Mr.  Galwey,  and 
he  did  not  then  precisely  recollect  the 
name  of  the  Catholic  gentleman  in 
opposition  to  whom  Mr.  Jacob  was 
rtturned  ;  but  this  he  was  certun  of,  that 
Mr>  Jacob  had  pledged  himself  to  Repeal, 
and  to  the  support  of  every  measure  which 
might  be  brought  forward  for  the  abolition 
of  tithes,  and  of  any  other  measure  which 
the  constituency  of  Dungarvan  coDudercil 
lobe  desirable.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  said,  that  there  was  no  reasonable  cause 
to  suppose  that  this  measure  would  transfer 
power  and  influence  from  an  exclusive  and 
intolerant  body,  and  place  it  in  the  hands  of 
another  body  equally  intolerant  and  eiclu- 
sive.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  that 
if  such  were  its  eflcct,  he  would  be  as  ready 
as  any  person  to  oppose  it.  He  (Mr.  Jackson) 
had  said,  that  the  effect  of  this  measure 
would  be  to  place  the  Boroughs  in  Ireland 
completely  in  the  hands  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics. If  they  established  a  10/.  consti- 
tuency in  the  larger,  and  a  5/.  constituency 
in  the  smaller  towns,  no  one  would  attempt 
to  say,  that  the  great  majority  of  electors 
in  these  towns  would  not  be  the  Roman 
Catholics.  Now  he  would  venture  to  say, 
that  he  would  he  able  to  siate  some  facts 
that  would  show  that  the  body 
were  about  to  transfer  this  pi 

intolerant  as  any  body  into  whose  hands  j  not  believe  that  a  Tory  candidate  can  have 
this  power  could  possibly  be  transferred,  any  chance  while  there  is  so  much  bounty 
He  had  already  alluded  to  the  power  which  |  and  patriotism  in  New  Ross.  Then,  hurrah 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin  :  fur  J.  H.  Talbot,  and  no  Orange  Tories  ; 
possessed  in  various  parts  of  Ireland— a  no  tithes  1"  This  was  a  specimen  of  tfae 
power  which  even  that  hon.  Member  him-  |  influence  which  prevailed  in  Ireland.  He 
self  had  admitted  was  too  great  for  any  '  need  not  tell  the  House  what  had  occurred 
subject  to  possess.  Let  them  then  see  in  in  Kerry.  The  Knight  of  Kerry,  than 
what  spirit  of  toleration  this  power  liad  i  whom  there  was  nowhere  to  be  found  a 
been  exerted  with  regard  to  the  elections  more  honest,  high-minded,  or  liberal  gen- 
that  hud  taken  place  in  Ireland.  Let  them  tleman— he  was  denounced  as  an  Orange- 
just  see  what  were  the  addresses  which  i  man  and  an  enemy  to  Ireland,  because  he 
had  been  promulgated  to  (he  constituency  ;  had  dared  to  gainsay  the  will  of  the  hon.  and 
of  Ireland  by  that  hon.  and  lesmed  Gentle- .  leameil  Gentleman.  They  all  remembered 
man.  He  would  read  some  passages  from  the  description  of  intimidation  that  had 
these  addresses,  and  let  the  House  mark  '  been  resorted  to  in  Kerry.  At  the  election 
the  spirit  which  dictateil  them.  "  Electors  for  the  county  of  Kerry,  il  was  proved  in 
of  Limerick,"  said  the  hon.  and  learned  evidence  that  all  the  Roman  Catholic 
Member  for  Dublin,  "  I  address  you  clofgy  in  the  county,  except  three,  faatl 
especially.  Voiir  tried,  your  fnithfiit,  inkou  the  most  active  part  •gwuat 
your  eflicient  representatives,  the  Messrs,    the     Knight    of    Kerry— that    they    had 
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Roche,  are  before  you.  I  am  s  witne» 
to  their  excellent  conduct ;  or  their 
behalf  I  claim  your  undivided  auppmt. 
Let  every  man  exert  himself.  Ot^niae 
at  once  your  political  unions,  your  llbeta) 
clubs  and  committees.  Let  not  one  mo- 
ment be  lost.  Whoever  votes  agaliist  the 
Ruches,  or  either  of  them,  is,  I  tell  you, 
an  Orange  traitor  to  Ireland,  an  enemy  to 
our  common  Christianity,  and  really  a 
supporter  of  the  blood-stained  tithes.  Hur< 
rah,  then,  for  William  and  David  Roche ! 
Hurrah  for  David  and  William  Roche! 
No  Orange  Tories  J  The  Roches  and  old 
Ireland  for  ever!"  He  (Mr.  Sergeant 
Jackson)  did  not  think  that  there  waa  much 
toleration  in  addresses  of  this  kind.  The 
next  passage  which  he  would  read  was  irom 
an  address  to  the  electors  of  New  Ross  from 
the  same  quarter : — "  Men  of  the  surround- 
ing paibhes  about  New  Rosa,  who  Bflbrd  a 
livelihood,  aye,  and  by  your  industry  and 
money  make  fortunes  for  the  voters  of 
New  Ross,  meet  at  once  in  your  respective 
parishes,  appoint  a  deputation  of  three  or 
four  from  every  parish — appoint  substantial, 
qtiiet,  honest  men ;  let  a  deputatioa  from 
every  parish  go  into  New  Ross,  and  can- 
vass the  voters  from  door  to  door.  Let 
them  cheer  men  who  are  honest — let  them 
put  on  the  door  of  every  honest  voter  in 
large  letters,  "  Talbot  for  ever,  and  ik> 
tithes,  no  Orangemen !"  "  Let  them 
take  down  and  pumish  in  their  parishes  the 
names  of  any  of  those  traitors  to  Ireland." 
And  the  hon,  and  learned  Member  said  in 
another  passage :  — "  Let  no  man  deal  with 
whom  they  j  them .  Let  no  woman  speak  to  them.  I^ 
the  children  laugh  them  to  scorn.     I  will 
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harangued  against  Iiim  fnmi  the  altnni, 
and  used  every  other  influeiice  tbey  pos- 
■easeil.  This  state  of  things  had  gone 
(o  such  an  extent  as  to  render  tbc  lives 
and  praperiies  of  the  Protestants  who 
resisted  this  influence  utterly  insecure.  But 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  was  not  con- 
tent with  attacking  those  merely  who  did 
not  go  along  with  him ;  he  would  allow  no 
neutrality.  Hedid  not  state  anything  that 
be  was  not  ready  to  prove.  At  the  last 
meeting  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman had  addressed  in  Ireland,  he  had 
used  language  that  showed  he  was  not 
satisfied  with  those  who  did  not  go  fully 
along  with  him.  This  was  his  language : — 
"  I  would  impress  on  the  people  of  Ireland 
the  fact  that  no  man  can  now  be  neutral. 
Neutrality  is  a  crime  at  this  moment, 
there  must  be  no  neutrals.  In  Kerry  I 
gave  them  a  name  wliich  put  an  end  to 
naif  a  doaen  of  thtm  —  Cumberlandi 
Anyneutralraust  beaCtimberlander.  It. 
very  long  andavery  ugly  word  to  pronounce, 
and  heaven  knowti,  it  is  not  half  so  uely  as 
the  man  after  whom  tht-y  are  called,  f" 
there  is  no  neutral  in  Kerry.  Every 
who  does  not  assist  us,  encourages  the  cry 
fur  conquest,  and  adds  to  the  shout  for  thi 
shedding  of  hlood.'  We  all,  then,  slionU 
rally  round  the  King's  Government.  Re 
collect,  ivhilst  they  arc  in  power  we  an 
safe."  If  they  were  delrrrained  to  transfer 
the  power  and  influence  of  the  Corporation 
in  Ireland  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Duhlin,  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  was 
impossible  that  they  could  transfer  it  to 
any  party  who  would  be  disposed  to  make 
a  more  intolerant  use  of  it.  Me  had  ac- 
cented the  challenge  which  had  bsen 
thrown  out,  and  he  thought  that  he  had 
proved  they  were  about  to  transferlhis  power 
and  influence  into  hands  as  intolerant  as 
those  from  whom  it  was  transferred.  It 
was  of  great  importance  that  he  should 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  these 
circumstances.  He  did  not  wish  to  make 
any  statement  hurtful  to  the  feelings  of 
any  person;  but  he  had  a  solemn  duty  to 
perform,  as  the  Representative  of  a  borough, 
which  would  be  deeply  affected  by  this 
Bill.  As  a  Representative  from  Ireland, 
anxious  to  place  the  facts  before  tho  House 
he  had  been  ansioas  to  call  the  attention 
of  theHousetathesecircumstancea.  He  had 
mentioned  a  few  of  the  instances  of  the  inter, 
ference  of  Catholic  clergymen  at  elections. 
In  one  county  a  Catholic  priest  nxned 
Falvey,  threatened  "  that  he  would  neither 
liepdn,  not  chriiten,  nor  pecfonn  the  rites 
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of  the  church  to  a  man  named  Connor,  who 
had  promised  to  vote  for  the  Kniglit  of 
Kerry."  In  the  county  of  Carlow,  it  was 
stated  by  Mr.  Carrol,  a  witness  before  the 
Committee,  that  Father  Walsh  said  at  Bor- 
ris  chapel,  that  any  one  who  voted  fur 
Bruen  and  Kavanoagh  should  he  refused 
all  reli^ous  rites,  and  so  run  the  risk  of 
everlasting  punishment.  In  Kerry,  Father 
John  O'Suliivan  said  at  the  altar  that  any 
one  who  would  vote  for  the  Knight  of 
Kerry  he  would  not  prepare  for  death,  but 
would  lethim  die  like  a  beast,  neither  would 
he  baptize  his  children.  At  Clonmcl  one 
of  the  priests  went  to  an  elector  and  asked 
him  wuuld  he  not  vote  for  his  priest,  who 
on  his  death-bed  would  administer  to  him 
the  rites  of  the  churcli.  In  the  county  of 
Waterford,  Bishop  Abraham  encouraged  his 
clergy  to  promote  the  opponition  to  Protes- 
EBDt  candidates.  At  Cashel,  the  priest 
threatened  Mr.  Pennefather'a  tenaiita  that 
he  would  welt  them  oS  the  face  of  the  earth, 
and  that  he  would  put  the  sickness  on  them, 
and  that  they  should  not  dare  to  vote  as  they 
liked,  but  as  he  liked ;  and  that  if  they  did, 
the  grass  should  grow  at  their  doors,  wiping 
his  boots  at  the  same  time.  In  the  coun.y 
of  Carlow,  at  the  hustings,  every  priest 
in  the  county  was  collected,  and  as  the 
electors  did  not  know  Mr.  Wallace,  they 
would  point  the  attention  of  the  people  to 
him,  and  the  witness  states,  "  I  have  seen 
many  of  the;n  in  the  booths  making  un- 
seemly gestui'es  towards  those  who  voted 
against  him."  Fattier  Maher  sent  for  Mrs. 
Bu^ess  to  the  vestry-room  in  the  chapel, 
and  there  used  all  hb  spiritual  power  to 
induce  her  to  work  upon  her  liushand,  a 
Protestant,  to  make  him  vote  for  Mr. 
Vigors.  On  many  occasions,  the  Deputy 
Sheriffs  threatened  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Sheriffs  to  the  priests  conduct  in  the 
booths.  The  hon.  and  lesrned  Gentleman 
nest  proceeded  to  read  some  passages  from 
the  address  of  Father  Kehoe,  in  which  he 
says,  talking  of  the  landlords,  "  The  Con- 
servative landlords  threaten  to  deprive  you 
of  your  leases ;  they  cannot  do  so ;  they 
dare  not,  though  they  are  most  anxious  to 
wallow  up  to  their  knees  in  human  blood  ; 
your  blood,  good  people,  and  to  bring 
abouta^n  the  Rebellion  of  1798:  and  their 
object  IB  to  bring  your  daughters  to  prosti- 
tution, and  your  sons  to  beggary,  but  they 
dare  not.  Why  i  Because,  before  the  end 
of  next  Session  of  Parliament  a  body  of 
Poor-laws  will  be  in  force,  and  every 
tenant  that  any  landlord  ejects,  that  same 
landlord  will  be  obliged  to  auj^xirt.    And 
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—  lithcetbat  bare  murdered  ancl  bajODrtcd 
you.  But  I  tell  you,  if  you  gain  this  eleo 
tton,  before  the  end  of  the  year  theie  will 
be  no  nicb  things  as  tithei ;  and  even  now 
a  Bill  for  the  extinction  of  titbet  baa  pawe^ 
the  second  reading  of  the  Houw  of  Com- 
nions.  It  only  requires  a  third  I'eadins  to 
became  the  law  of  the  land  ;  for,  as  Pcd 
himself  Eoid,  neither  the  Lorda  nor  the 
King  dare  refuse  what  the  House  of  Com- 
mons pass  into  a  law.  Well,  bo^s,  Bruen 
and  Kavannagb,  I  think  you'll  agree  with 
me,  are  neither  (itj  decent,  nor  honest  men 
tr>  represent  the  cutinty  of  Carlow.  But 
in  tell  you  who  are  honest  men.  Vigon 
is  an  honest  man — but  you  know  him  wcD 
enough.  We  tried  to  get  an  Irishman, 
and  applied  to  several  gentlemen  of  the 
county  to  side  with  Vigors,  but  tbey  all 
refusi-d.  An  English  gentleman,  however, 
ho*  volunteered.  Mr.  Raphael,  High  She- 
riff of  the  City  of  London,  who  has  plenty 
of  money  and  plenty  of  honesty.  Vote, 
then,  for  Vigors  and  Raphael,  and  youll 
vote  for  yourselves,  your  country,  your 
religion,  and  your  God."  "  Is  there  any 
man,"  continues  the  priest,  "  that  will  tell 
me  tliat  ucitation  has  done  nothing  fat 
Ireland?  Where  are  tithes  now?  Althougb 
Catholics  arc  still  kept  out  of  offices  of  amo- 
lumcnt,  still  there  i«  no  such  tbiagi  aa 
tithes  now — I  mean  you  no  longer  have  to 
pay  tithes,  but  a  pitiful  load  tax,  and  wa  will 
soon  put  an  end  to  that  toot  The  Protealaot 
clergy  are  now  very  different  from  what  thej 
were;  they  are  no  longer  the  fine  gentle. 
men  they  were ;  but  are  in  a  sad  bubble, 
and  we'll  make  them  in  a  greater  bobble  ; 
for  instead  of  bringing  up  tbeir  ion*  md 
daughters  to  be  gentlemen  and  ladlea,  ibejr 
will  be  glad  to  bring  them  up  to  be  flumet* 
and  tradesnen,  like  yourselves,  good  peo- 
ple. Boys  I  Vigors  and  Raphael  intend 
to  aildnss you  after  masa ;  and  I  deare  that 

!'ou  will  not  leave  the  chapel-yard  till  you 
lave  heard  them.  These  Orange  ConieiTK- 
tivea  are  very  coniideat,  like  the  devil  when 
he  tempted  out  Saviour  in  tbe  wilderness  ; 
but  we'll  strike  fear  and  terror  into  their 
hearts  on  Tuesday.  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
necessary  for  us  to  draw  tbe  sword,  for  I 
hope  the  ver^  sight  of  the  scabbard  will  be 
enough  to  fngbten  them.  But  I  tell  juu, 
boya,  if  the  Conservatives  gun  thia  electira 
— they  can't  gain  it — but  if,  by  perjury, 
tbreata,  and  violence,  they  do  gain  it — if 
they  do  trick  us  out  of  our  reptsscntalives 
on  this,  as  they  did  at  the  last  election, 
more  blood  will  flow  than  there  is  water  in 
tb«  river  Barqw,"    That  waa  FaUwr  Ke- 


who  are  these  bloody  landlords,  these  ty- 
rannical despots  ?  Why,  they  are  fellows 
whose  names  were  not  known  when  your 
anceaton  possessed  the  lands  tbey  now  pos- 
sess; hut  a  time  wiU  soon  come  that  will 
oblige  them  to  prove  the  right  and  title 
they  have  to  tbeir  possessions."  Were  the 
landlords  in  that  House  prepared  to 
meet  tbe  consequences  flowing  from  such 
excitement.  Were  not  tbe  powers  of  the 
Catholic  clergy  already  suifidently  great  for 
nitchief,  and  would  the  House  increase  it 
by  die  present  Bill  f  Had  not  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin  sufficient 
power  already  i  The  effect  of  this  measure 
must  be  to  increase  the  influence  which  he 
had  been  endeavouring  to  describe  to  tbe 
House  at  leatt  a  tliousand  fold. 
lemuly  warned  the  House,  that  if  they 
passed  this  measure,  tbe  connexion  of  the 
two  countries  would  be  speedily  terminated, 
or  it  would  have  to  be  cemented  by  much 
bloodshed.  Let  the  House  only  mark 
further  tbe  language  used  by  Father  Kehti& 
"  Well,  good  people,  will  you  be  true  to 
your  religion,  your  country,  and  your  God, 
in  spite  of  the  tyranny  of  your  laodlorils? 
In  spite  of  Alexander  and  his  son,  tbe  two 
who  first  obliged  their  tenants  to  pay  thi 
blood.staincd  tithes— who,  af^er  the  last 
•lection,  because  tbeir  tenants  voted  for 
their  conscience  and  their  country,issucd  la. 
titatc,  the  expense  of  which  amounted  tii 
Zl.  6t.  Gd.,  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
sums  of  money  not  exceeding  61."  The 
men  who  held  this  language  lo  an  excitable 
people  were  very  fit  persons  to  exercise 
toleration,  and  to  be  invested  with  the 
power  which  they  would  derive  from  the 
measure  before  the  House."  Father  Kehoe 
continued :  "  Good  People  —  Vou  must 
swear  at  tbe  election  that  you  vote  for  fit 
and  diicteet  men  to  represent  the  county  of 
Callow.  Is  Brtien  a  discreet  man  i  What 
Bruen  f  Orange  Bruen— he  who  always 
opposed  Catholic  EmanctpMiou  till  it  was 
extorted  from  the  Government,  and  hia 
oppoaition  oould  be  no  longer  any  injury  to 
you.  la  thia  a  fit  and  proper  peraoo  to 
repieaent  tbe  county  of  Carlow  ?  Thia 
hairl.bearted  and  tyrsnoical  landlord  ? 
Well,  what  of  Kavannagb?  la  he  a  fit  and 
diacreet  person  to  repreaent  you  ?  Why, 
he  ia  dnd  1  So  tbe  Dubliu  Freewuni't 
Jtmrtml  and  Kilieiunf  JoHrmal  gxy.  But  if 
he's  not  dead,  he's  always  laid  up  in  the 
pHit.  Is  this  a  fit  and  discreet  man  to 
rqireaent  you  ?  Ob,  hoys,  take  care  and  do 
not  peijure  yooraelTea,  Why,  thia  Bruen 
•Iways  nppoctad  tithes^  blood-guilty  titlwt 
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ttaied  upon  mere  hearsay,  I  am  not  at  this 
inomeot,  without  goias  through  that  evi- 
dence, in  a  condition  eithef  to  aflirm  oc 
ly.  This,  however,  I  am  in  a  condilion 
lo  Bffiim,  and  I  do  most  poBitiveW  aflirra, 
that  aeveral  of  the  persons  to  vrhom  the 
criminatory  chargesof  the  hoD.  and  learned 
Member  applied,  had  long  since  publicly 
and  solemnlv  denied  the  truth  of  these 
charges,  and  that  of  such  denials  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  could  not  have 
been  ignorant,  although  he  had  oot 
thought  fit  to  state  it  to  the  House.  With 
regard  to  several  of  ihe  facts  alluded  to  by 
:he  lion>  and  learned  Member,  they  areof 
tuch  a  nature  that,  if  proved  to  be  true, 
[  am  not  prepared  to  justify.  This  is  not, 
honever,  the  time  for  the  trial  of  such 
issues,  which  would  distract  the  HouM 
from  the  investigation  of  the  question  be- 
fore it.  I  am  not  going  to  justify  the 
excesses  which  are  the  consequence  of 
excitement  during  elections.  If,  however, 
it  be  contended  that  the  prevalence  of 
seclariau  feelings  amongst  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland  incapacitates  them 
from  a  participation  in  the  benefils  of  a 
Municipal  Corporation  Bill  assimilated  lo 
that  of  England,  I  will  taVe  issue  upon 
that  point,  and  I  will  undertake  lo  prove 
[0  the  House  that  no  such  feelings  or 
molives  can  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  tho 
Roman  Catholic  body  of  Ireland.  I  say, 
Sir,  that  I  will  take  issue  upon  that  point, 
and  leave  it  to  the  House  to  decide,  t 
deny  that  in  any  instance  since  1829  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  have  acted  as  ' 
a  religious  parly.  I  def^-  any  hon.  Mem- 
her  to  point  out  a  single  instance  in  which 
tliey  so  acted.  They  never  pursued  any 
object  of  a  sectarian  character,  oi  in  which 
the  Protestaals  of  the  empire,  or  at  least 
the  Protestants oflreland,  were uot equally 
concerned  with  them.  If  they  had  been 
at  any  time  excited,  their  excitement  had 
been  directed  to  objects  of  imperial  or 
national  concern.  They  devoted  all  their 
energies  to  the  assertion  of  the  principlei 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  They  have 
struggled  with  the  liberal  Protestants  of 
Ireland,  of  England,  and  of  Scotland,  lo 
accomplish  Parliamentary  Reform,  and  all 
the  great  consequeoces  which  it  involved- 
It  is  to  their  encitement  that  you  are  in- 
debted for  the  attainment  of  that  Reform, 
I  will  not  deny  that  they  were  powerfully 
excited,  but  the  people  of  England  have 
DO  cause  to  complaiu  of  that.  They  now 
enjoj  the  fruits  of  that  excitement.    It 


hoe's  language,  and  the  Address  was  de- 
livered from  the  altar  to  his  congregation, 
The  rev.  Gentleman,  it  appeared,  delighced 
in  agitatioo,  anil  therefore  the  hen.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin  was  so  anxious 
for  the  establish  ment  of  normal  schools  of 
ogitatbn,  which  would  no  doubt  be  of 
great  advantase  to  his  party.  There  was 
a  mass  of  evidence  to  show  that,  except  in 
the  north  of  Ireland,  the  Roman  Catholic 
priesthood  wielded  the  terrors  of  the  other 
world  to  influence  their  followers,  and  the 
result  was  imminent  peril  to  the  lives  and 
property  of  those  polititally  oppoeed  to 
tbem.  If  he  read  this  evidence  tn  the  House, 
it  would  excite  their  utmost  aitonishment. 
He  would  not,  however  trespass  further  on 
their  time,  hut  he  tniated  he  bad  suffi- 
dently  shown  that  the  state  of  society  in 
Irelaiid  was  not  such  as  would  warrant 
the  introduction  into  that  country  of  a 
municipal  plan  similar  to  that  adopted  in 
EnglHiid.  The  Corpormtions  in  Ireland  had 
their  origin  in  remote  times.  They  were, 
in  fact,  so  many  garrisons  for  the  protection 
of  English  interests  in  that  country.  The 
Corporatitms  in  Wales  were  established  with 
a  similar  view.  Nobody  now  would  think 
of  erecting  such.  Why,  then,  was  it  in- 
tended to  establish  them  anewj  except  to 
pratify  the  will  and  pleasure  of  those  who, 
la  their  reconstruction,  saw  a  great  aug- 
meatatUia  of  the  power  whic^,  unhappily 
for  Ireland,  they  already  possessed  to  too 
great  a  degree  in  that  country. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Wouyi  said,  it  is  not  my 
intention.  Sir,  in  the  few  observations 
which  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  offer  to  the 
House,  to  follow  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member,  who  has  just  sal  dowo,  through 
the  minute  details  which  he  has  been 
pleased  to  give  of  circumstancci  alleged 
to  have  occurred  at  certain  contested  elec* 
tions  in  Ireland.  The  facts  lo  which  he 
has  alluded  have  already  been  laid  before 
the  House  in  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Intimidation  Commitlee.  Whether  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  or  has 
not  staled  them  fully  and  fairly  to  the 
House  on  the  present  occasion,  1  am  oot 
(without  referring  to  iha  volumiuoas  evi- 
dence of  that  Committee)  in  a  condition 
either  to|affirm  or  deny.  That  the  hon, 
and  learned  Member  has  only  read  to  the 
House  what  be  found  in  that  evidence,  I 
admit ;  but  whether  the  facts  which  he  has 
laid  before  the  House  hate  not  been  con- 
tradicted or  qualified  in  other  parts  of  tliat 
evidence,  or  whether  what  he  has  taken 
Ibr  (ranted  u  potitive  facta  have  tut  be«n 
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not  peculiar  to  the  Cmtholic,  but  commoD 
to  him  with  every  Protestant  end  Diuenter 
ia  the  empire.  Sir,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
juitify  erery  act  that  was  done  under  the 
iiiflaence  of  that  excitement;  nor  ii  it 
neceisary  or  material  to  the  purposes  of 
this  question  that  I  should.  But  this 
much  I  am  prepared  to  say,  and  to  prove, 
that  the  excitement  was  the  Tesalt  of  the 
unconstitutional  claim  that  was  put  forward 
by  the  holders  of  property  in  Ireland  to 
dispose  of  the  sufFra^s  of  their  tenants  as 
they  thought  fit.  They  claimed  the  votes 
of  their  tenants  as  serricestncident  to  their 
tenure — as  part  and  parcel  of  their  seig- 
norial  rights.  Against  this  flagrant  usurp- 
ation the  freeholders  of  Ireland  revolted. 
All  the  rights  of  property  were  put  in  force 
against  them  to  reduce  them  to  subjection. 
Hence  the  collision  ihat  took  place.  The 
excitement  was  reaction — the  necessary 
and  inevitable  reaction  of  the  landlords 
violently  to  force  the  people  of  the  counlry 
to  exercise  their  constitutional  franchise  in 
a  manner  repugnant  to  their  feelings.  How 
those  feelings  or  opinions  were  produced  is 
of  no  moment ;  but  I  again  deny  that  there 
was  anything  in  those  feelings  or  opinions 
inconsistent  with  any  principle  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty.  The  very  reverse  was  the 
fact.  Of  the  two  plans  before  the  House 
I  need  scarcely  say  that  that  proposed  on 
this  side  of  the  House  is  prima  fa 
entitled  to  the  preference.  This  prima 
facie  right  might  be  sustained  upon  a  great 
variety  of  considerations,  but  I  should 
consider  that  I  derogated  from  my  self- 
respect  as  an  Irishman  if  I  placed  it  upon 
any  other  ground  than  this.  '  The  people 
of  England  and  Scotland,  considering  s 
plan  of  municipal  reform  bated  upon  po- 
pular principles  to  be  conducive  to  theii 
interest,  or  calculated  to  gratify  their  local 
pride,  desired  the  establishment  of  such  a 
plan  among  them,  and  they  obtained  it. 
The  people  of  Ireland,  cimaidering  that  it 
would  promote  their  interests  also,  and 
gratify  their  feelings,  desire  it  likewise. 
Ido  not  mean  to  say  that  the  will  of  any 
portion  of  this  empire  is  of  necessity  to 

{irevaii  over  the  judgment  of  the  united 
egislature  of  the  whole;  bull  do  say,  that 
in  matters  of  local  concern  it  is  entitled  to 
paramount  attention.  I  wilt  go  farther, 
and  Bay,  that  if  in  any  portion  of  the  em- 
pire an  institution  be  established  which  is 
regarded  in  the  nature  of  a  boon  or  privi- 
|a^,  nod  that  the  estsDiran  of  it  it  dMired 


by  another  portion  of  the  empire,  the  bare 
wiU  of  the  portion  so  desiring  it  does  esta- 
blish a  presumptive  case  for  its  extension, 
which  nothing  short  of  the  clearest  and 
the  strongest  reason  can  displace.  The 
common  right  must  be  ousted  by  consi- 
derations clear  and  cogent.  These  sur- 
mises will  not  suffice.  These  allegation* 
of  unfitness  without  proof — apprehensions 
vaguely  or  vainly  entertained  will  not  suf- 
fice. The  evil  apprehended  from  acknow- 
ledging the  common  right  must  be  great  as 
well  as  certain.  Now,  let  me  ask,  wh  it  is 
the  evil  alleged  as  likely  to  result  from 
the  Bill  of  my  right  hon.  Friend,  which  is 
to  justify  that  which,  unjustified,  will  be 
both  an  injury  and  an  affront.  It  has  been 
said  by  all  the  hon.  Members  who  have 
spoken  on  the  other  side,  tbattheefiectoF 
the  Bill  will  be  to  transfer  from  the  hands 
of  the  PiotesUnts  into  the  bands  of  the 
Catholics,  the  power  incident  to  the  Cor- 
porations. Sir,  I  maintain  that  the  prio- 
ciple  of  the  Bill  is  such  that  it  is  impassible 
that  it  can  lake  the  power  with  which  it 
deals  out  of  the  hands  of  those  who  ought 
to  have  it,  or  to  place  it  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  are  not  entitled  to  it.  I  do  not 
care  whether  the  hands  that  lose  it  are 
Protestant,  or  whether  the  hands  that  gain 
it  are  Catholic;  but  this  I  know,  that 
under  the  operation  of  this  Bill  the  persona 
rightfully  entitled  to  it  will  acquire  it. 
The  principle  of  the  Bill  is  to  distribute 
the  power  by  a  civil  qualification.  Wher- 
ever that  qualification  is,  there  the  power 
will  be.  Wherever  that  qualification  is 
wanting,  there  the  power  will  not  be.  The 
Bill  takes  no  heed  as  to  how  many  of  the 
qualified  shall  be  found  in  one  church  or 
in  the  other.  It  does  not  attempt  to 
maintain  the  balance  of  power  between 
sects,  but  to  break  up  the  classification 
altogether,  and  to  annex  power  to  that 
to  which  by  nature  it  ia  incident.  Sir,  this 
principle  was  recognised  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  the  Member  for  Tamworth,  on 
the  first  reading  of  this  Bill,  He  acknow- 
ledged that  it  was  neither  just  nor  expe- 
dient, nor  in  modem  times  practicable,  to 
distribute  power  on  any  other  principle. 
In  making  this  acknowledgment,  he  merely 
recognised  the  great  principle  of  the  Bill 
of  1829,  which  disposed  of  and  scattered 
among  the  people  all  the  functions  of  the 
state,  by  annexing  them  to  civil  qoalifica- 
tions  without  reference  to  creed.  Thin  is 
not  only  the  principle  of  that  great  lav, 
but  tbe  principle  of  a  law  ittll  bigher— tia 
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lav  of  natare.  Nmure  boB  annexed  power 
to  the  elements  which  constitute  civil 
qualification.  You  may  do  violence  to 
nature,  and  Mparate  legal  power  from 
those  elements,  but  nature  will  avenge  the 
wrong,  and  restore  the  balance.  She  will 
more  than  compensate  Tor  the  legal  power 
you  witbkold  l>y  the  morbid  energy  of 
passion.  Sir,  there  is  a  circumstance  in 
the  statistics  of  Ireland  immediately  con- 
nected with  this  point,  which  well  degervcB 
attentioD.  The  power  which  this  Bill  gives 
is  not  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
country  at  large.     It  ia  to  be  given  to  the 

Kpulation  of  the  towns.  Now,  that  popo- 
:ian  differs  from  that  of  the  country  at 
large  in  two  material  reipeclB.  In  the 
first  place,  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  are 
principally  congregated  in  the  towns,  and 
bear  a  much  larger  proportion  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  than  they  do 
in  the  country  at  large.  In  some  oF  the 
country  districts  ihe  Roman  Catholics  are 
one  hundred  to  one  ;  sixty  to  one ;  twenty 
to  one,  to  the  Protestants.  In  Dublin 
and  other  large  towns  they  are  scarcely 
three  to  one,  and  these  Protestants,  again, 
form  a  much  larger  proportion  of  Ihe 
householders  than  the  Roman  Catholics. 
Again,  it  is  not  only  that  the  Protestants 
are  more  numerous,  but  the  Catholics 
themselves  are  more  intelligent,  more  in- 
dependent in  private  circumstances,  more 
out  of  the  reach  of  physical  intimidation 
and  influences  of  an  undue  character  than 
their  brethren  in  the  country.  The 
Catholics  in  the  country,  to  whom  you 
have  already  intrusted  the  most  important 
functions  in  the  state,  are,  generally 
speaking.  Catholic  peasants  collected  in 
great  masses,  with  the  intermixture  of  few 
Protestants,  and  with  tittle  intercourse 
with  persons  of  a  different  rank  from  tbem- 
aelvea,  Their  intelligence  and  their  in- 
struction are  derived  alniost  exclusively 
from  their  own  pastor.  The  Catholics  in 
the  towns,  on  the  contrary,  are  mixed  up 
with  their  Protestant  brethren  in  all  the 
innumerable  relations  of  social  life.  They 
are  blended  with  ihem  as  members  of  the 
same  profession — followers  of  the  same 
trade— employer  and  employed — customer 
and  dealer.  This,  added  to  the  superior 
information  which  always  prevails  in  towns 
over  the  country,  gives  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  large  towns  a  character  which 
renders  impossible  the  expedients  which 
are  alleged  to  have  been  resorted  to  in 
tba  oottnti^  diitricts.    So  rauch  we  might 
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arrive  at  a  priori ;  but  1  rest  upon  the 
fact.  Notwithstanding  the  repeated  and 
vehement  contests  which  have  been  carried 
on  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  the  several 
petitions  presented  to  this  House  against 
the  return  of  the  popular  candidates,  it 
has  never  even  been  alleged  in  any  of 
those  petitions  that  any  denunciations 
from  the  altar  or  unseemly  exhortations 
were  ever  resorted  to  by  the  Catholic 
priests  of  Dublin.  So  much  for  the 
manner  in  which  the  bill  distributes  the 
powers  which  it  creates,  and  I  repeat 
what  T  before  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Tamworlh  expressly  acknow- 
ledged that  they  could  not  be  distributed 
in  any  other  way.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  the  University  of 
Dublin  has,  indeed,  referred  to  the  con. 
duct  of  James  3ad,  who,  in  remodelling 
the  Corporations  of  Ireland,  took  care  to 
provide  that  a  certain  proportion  of  Pro- 
testants should  be  elected  into  the  councils 
and  other  municipal  bodies.  But  in  the 
year  1829,  when  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
the  Member  for  Tamworth,  introduced 
the  Catholic  Bill,  he  did  actually  take 
into  consideration  in  his  speech  the  prin- 
ciple of  such  a  provision  ;  but  he  did  so 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  it  was 
inapplicable  and  utterly  erroneous.  He 
demonstrated  that  the  only  principle  upon 
which  the  Legislature  could  confer  po- 
litical power  was  to  attach  it  to  civil 
□ualification.  Then,  Sir,  if  it  be  conceded 
that  this  is  the  true  and  sound  principle 
upon  which  the  authority  incident  to  the 
Corporations  should  be  diffused  among 
the  people,  how  can  it  be  made  an  argu- 
ment against  conferring  such  authority 
ihat  the  greater  share  of  it  will  fall  into 
the  hands  of  one  religious  denomination 
or  of  another ;  in  other  words,  that  it  wilt 
fall  into  the  hands  of  those  who  are  en- 
titled to  it,  and  ought  to  have  it?  Every 
argument  of  this  kind  will  apply  wiih  an 
a  fortiori  force  to  every  power  you  have 
ever  given  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  But  our  dissensions,  it  ia  said, 
render  us  unfit  for  the  discreet  exercise  of 
this  power.  Is  it  only  in  that  way  that 
the  dissensions  of  Ireland  can  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  thia  subject ;  for  there  they 
are,  and  cannot  be  the  consequence  of  a 
measure  not  yet  enacted.  But  if  our 
dissensions  make  us  unfit  foe  the  powers 
conferred  by  this  Bill,  they  render  ua 
more  unfit  for  the  more  important  powen 

whigb  you  bare  altead;  |iven.    Our  dii- 
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control  exercised  b^  tbe  Court  of  Kide'* 
Bench  over  all  jusiicci  of  the  pesce.  In 
this  respect  the  old  corponttiona  poweMcd 
a  power  not  cgnliaued  to  the  new — thej 
appointed  the  judicial  oSceri  as  well  as 
the  tniaittefial.  I  admit  theif  abuied  their 
trust  egreetousl;  in  |be  noininatioa  of 
their  sheriffs,  but  it  is  oontrary  to  all  souod 
reasoning  to  infer  that,  because  this  was 
done  by  an  excluajve  party  who  exercised 
all  their  poweis  for  the  advancement  of 
partial  interest!,  it  will  be  continued  by 
the  people  at  Urge,  to  their  own  detri- 
ment, when  intrusted  wifb  self-govera- 
ment.  Sir,  I  cannot  believe  that  hoD. 
Gentlemen  are  sincere  in  their  apprehen- 
sions for  the  administration  of  justice.  If 
n  be  ooty  urged  from  a  gross  mis-  they  were,  they  would  seek  to  amend  the 
conception  of  Us  provisions.  The  Bill  ,  Bill  in  that  particular,  not  to  reject  it  nllo- 
givBS  the  municipal  councils  the  right  of  gether;  but  they  feel  that  the  only  argu- 
appointing  no  judicial  officer  whalso-  ;  menls  which,  with  any  show  of  plausibility, 
ever.  The  only  persons  at  all  connected  j  they  can  urge  agninst  the  powers  of  tm 
with  the  administration  of  justice,  whom  new  Corporations,  are  confined  to  that 
the  Bill  gives  the  Corporations  the  j  single  point.  As  to  the  other  powers  to 
power  of  appointing,  are  the  sherifTs  ;  be  conferred  by  the  Bill,  it  is  preposterous 
in  eight  towns,  and  the  mayors  in  the  to  allege  thai  there  is  any  thing  in  the  oc- 
remainder.  The  nomination  of  sheriffs  j  tual  condition  of  the  people  of  IceUnd 
in  these  eight  towns  is  subject  to  the  which  renders  them  unRt  for  their  enjoj- 
approbation  of  the  Lord- Lieutenant,  ment.  They  scarcely  exceed  the  domestic 
IT  any  additional  checks  are  considered  :  powers  of  every  man  over  his  own  house- 
necessary  to  prevent  the  improper  nomi-  i  hold.  They  enable  the  inhabitants  of  ^e 
nation  of  these  officers,  they  can  be  tug--  I  towns  to  regulale  their  gas-lights,  and  to 
gested  in  the  Committee,  and  I  have  no  j  appoint  the  watchman  who  is  to  drive  the 


Koaioni  were  not  les*  strong  in  the  year 
1629  than  they  are  now.  The  argument 
pioves  nothing,  for  it  proves  too  much. 
It  goes  to  prove  that  the  people  of 
Ireland  are  unworthy  of  all  power 
It  goes  to  prove  that  they  are  fit  subjects 
for  a  despotism  or  an  absolute  monarchy, 
and  not  of  a  free  state.  Where  has 
popular  power  ever  existed  without  dis- 
sension i  Dissensions  are  inseparable 
from  the  exercise  of  power,  ana  their 
existence  is  the  common  argument  that  is 
used  by  avery  enemy  of  popular  rights  in 
«very  portion  of  the  world.  But  it  is  said, 
that  the  administration  of  justice  will  be 
rendered  subject  to  the  influence  of  these 
dissensions  by  the  operation  of  th"    ""' 


doubt  that  such  is  the  general  anxi 


thief  from  their  door  at  night,  or  the  po- 


this  side  of  the  House,  that  everything  !  lice-officer  who  is  to  prevent  their  pockets 
connected  with  the  administration  of  jus-  from  being  picked  ;  and  it  is  idle  to  %vf 
tice  should  be  not  only  pure  but  unsus-  that  Catholics,  to  whom  you  have  already 
pected,  such  suggestions  will  be  received  |  intrusted  all  the  great  powers  of  the  State, 
with  every  disposition  to  ^ive  them  all  due  !  are  not  as  competent  to  appoint  persons 
consideration.  Should  it  be  found  im-  1  for  these  petty  functions  as  ibe  Protest- 
practicable  to  frame  provisions  which  shall  :  ants,  even  supposing  that  the  power  of 
secure  beyond  all  doubt  the  impartiality  I  appointment  were  givea  exclusively  to 
of  the  sheriff*,  if  elected  by  the  town  coun-  |  them,  and  not  to  the  Protestants  and  Ca- 
vils, that  may  be  a  reason  for  placing  the     tholics  in  common.     The  hoo.  and  learned 

._  .u-  i.-_j.  _r.u :„.     Gentleman  resumed  his  seat  amidst  loud 

cheers. 

Sir  Henry  Hardinge  said,  ihat  ibe  hmt, 
and  learned  Gentleman  who  had  just  lat 
down,  had  addressed  the  House  for  the 
first  time,  in  a  praiseworthy  attempt  to  re- 
move all  impression  that  certdn  declared 
allegations  made  against  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, on  the  subject  of  the  exercise  of 
their  influence  at  elections,  were  un- 
founded. He  was  sorry  to  say,  though 
with  the  utmost  desire  to  think  those  alle- 
gations untrue,  that  his  experience,  as  » 
Member  of  the  Imimidation  Coaunitlee, 
could  not  beu  him  out  in  the  bD{ie  tbtt 


nomination  in  the  hands  of  the  executive, 
bat  is  no  reason  for  refusing  to  establish 
the  corporations  themselves.  These  oh- 
tervations  apply  with  additional  force  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  which  make  the 
mayor  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  a  single 
year.  It  is  monstrous  to  contend  that 
inch  a  power  as  that  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  common  council  can  interfere  with 
the  sound  administration  of  justice.  The 
mayor  will  be  a  single  justice  out  of  many. 
In  most  cases  every  magistrate  of  the 
county  will  be  a  justice  of  the  peace  in 
the  corporation  as  well  as  the  mayor.  In 
all  CRi«a  the  mayor  will  be  lubject  to  the 
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the  hoQ.  and  learned  Member's  view  of  the 
Cass  was  correct.  On  the  contrary,  that 
Ihe  alle^tioDi  were  well  founded  he  be- 
lieved; and  this  fact  was  to  be  made  out 
by  the  volume  than  before  him,  which  con- 
tained  the  report  of  the  evidence  taken 
before  the  laiimidatioa  Committee;  and 
he  would  particularly  allude  to  a  special 
(laie  which  had  so  dmgusted  the  whole  of 
the  Protaitanis — he  meant  the  address  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Priest,  Kehoe,  to  hia 
congrentioD.  In  that  case,  the  gentle- 
man who  was  brooght  before  the  Commit- 
tee as  a  witness  was  named  Carter  Hall. 
That  gentleman,  it  appeared,  had  been  for 
three  Sessions  of  Parliament  a  Parliamen- 
tary Reporter  on  the  New.  Times  and 
Morning  JourtuU;  and  he  deposed  in  the 
most  decided  manner  to  the  fact  of  his 
having  taken  down,  in  Father  Kehoe'a 
chapei,  in  short-hand,  the  whole  of  the 
address  uttered  by  the  rev.  Gentleman  to 
bis  congregation.    He  was  asked, 

"  Ha»e  yoa  been  in  th*  habit  of  reporting 
Speeches  or  debat«sof  any  descriplion  previous 
to  your  taking  that  sddmi  of  Father  Kchoef 
— During  three  seuiotis  of  Parliaraent  I  wu 

Sarliamentary  reporter  for  the  Hew  Times  and 
loming  JoumBl. 
"  Then  jou  have  had,  before  yoo  took  down 
Father  Kehoe'a  address,  considerable  practice 
ID  reporting  accurately  speeches  thai  may  be 
delivered  at  public  meetings  T~ Yes,  I  hive. 

"  Are  yon  periuaded  that  dial  aildreai  which 
is  now  before  you;  and  which  you  reported, 
an  accurate  versionin  substance  of  what  Father 
Kehoe  delivered  at  the  altar  to  his  congrega- 
tion?— I  am  persuaded  that  it  is  an  accnrale 
report  of  certain  expressions  used  by  Father 
Keboe  oa  that  occasion  ;  everything  thai  is 
there  reported  is  a  faithful  statement  of  the 
substance  of  the  priest's  address,  the  sense  of 
that  address,  and  as  neat  Ihe  words,  upon  the 
virlqe  of  my  [oath,  as  I  believe  it  pootifale 
for  any  pariiaaiantafy  trpoiter  to  report  a 
speech." 

With  regard  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Hember  for  Tipperary,  who  was  also  a 
Member  of  that  Committee,  he  (Sir  Henry 
Hardfnge)  did  not  know  whether  the  hon, 
and  learned  Member  was  in  the  room  at 
the  time  Mr.  Carter  Hall  wu  examined, 
but  Mr.  Hall  stated  distinctly,  upon  the 
virttie  of  hia  oath,  that  hia  report  of  the 
■ddrets  was  accurately  gireo.  Mi,  Hall 
wu  next  a^ed, 

if  you  were  put 
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you  mean  to  say  that  the  priest,  to  his  coagre- 
gatioQ  at  the  altar,  madeuse  of  these  words: — 
*  There  is  one  wretch  that  has  done  so  ;  do  you 
know  wlio  I  mean  t  1  mean  Pat  Neil,  Ihe  hy- 
pocritical, proielytisina;  apostate,  lickapillle 
Pal  Neil,  and  his  brother  ?'— tin  the  virtue  of 
my  oath,  I  took  it  down  on  paper  the  moment 
he  uttered  it. 

"  That  word  •  lickspittle'  is  reported  in 
three  or  four  places,  and  therefore  you  are  of 
opioion  that  you  could  not  have  raistakan  that 
word  1— Decidedly. 

"  Ufl  is  again  called  a  '  detestable,  hypocri- 
tical, apostate  lickspittle,  a  ruffian,  end  a  mis- 
creant, to  be  held  up  by  the  finger  to  scorn  and 
detestation  and  contempt;  I  ask  you  again 
whether  those  words  '  miscreant,  nifflae,  lick- 
spittle' were  again  used  l-^l  am   sure   they 

•I  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  whole  of 
the  subatanee  as  there  reported  was  delivered 
by  Ihe  rev.  Gentleman  at  the  altar,  and  as 
nearly  as  possible  the  very  words?— As  nearly 
as  possible  for  a  parliamentary  reporler  to  re- 

"  Hen  are  other  words  which  are  very  im- 
portant, and  on  which  1  beg  you  will  ba  very 
cautious  in  staling  whether  you  are  sure  those 
words  were  used  by  the  priest:  '  A  body  of 
poor-laws  will  be  in  force,  and  every  tenant 
■hat  every  landlord  ejects,  that  same  landlord 
will  be  obliged  to  support ;  and  who  art  these 
bloody  landlords,  these  tyrannical  despots  f 
Why,  they  are  felbws  whose  names  were  not 
known  when  your  anceslora  possessed  the  land 
they  now  possess;  but  a  time  will  soon  come 
that  will  oblige  them  to  prove  what  right  and 
title  they  have  to  their  possessions.  Now, 
Sir,  if  you  were  upon  your  oath,  are  you  cer- 
tain that  is  an  accurate  version  of  that  part  of 
die  address  of  Father  Kehoe  ? — I  am.'' 

With  this  evidence  before  him  he  could 
not  doubt,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  that  the 
individual  in  qnesiion  had,  npon  the  occa- 
sion mentioned,  spoken  in  these  atrocioua 
terms  front  the  altar ;  and  he  was  sure  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  would 
have  been  the  6rst  to  condemn  their  use. 
But  he  was  obliged  to  say  that  much  of 
his  own  feelings  with  reference  to  the 
measure  of  the  Attorney- General  for  Ire- 
land, depended  upon  the  state  in  which 
Ireland  was  at  the  time.  If  ht  thoaght 
that  the  state  of  that  country  was  amek 
that  they  might  with  safety  concede  Ibe 
same  measure  of  Manicipal  Reform  to  hwr 
which  they  had  given  to  England,  be 
sbould  not  have  the  tlifuhtest  hesitalitM  ia 
BBsentiog  to  the  Bill.  B«t  when  he  feond 
Ihe  state  of  society  ancb  as  the  hos.  uMl 
learned  Oetitleraan  fainudf  detdared  it  to 
be,  he  must  hesitate  in  giving  bis  Maent. 


Now,  aldiough  you  have  been  asked  wbe-    The  hon.  and  lewned  OentkBon'a  ipeaoll 
ther  ygu  believe  the  substance  is  accurate,  do  |  went  to  this— "  I  Muit  UMt  Iht  Mto  of 
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the  populattOD  in  the  country  is  not  so 
good  ai  it  U  in  towni.  But  I  say  that  in 
thoM  taunt,  from  the  connexion  of  Roman 
Catbolica  with  Protettanti,  yon  will  h««e 
■Dch  a  population  ni  will  prevent  the  e*il 

Ion  apprehend  from  ihii  Bill.  Now,  then, 
e  wBi  at  iuue  with  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tiemaa  said,  that  after  giving  the  Parlia- 
mentary franchise  to  the  counties,  why  not 
also  give  the  municipal  franchise  to  the 
towns?  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man most  be  aware,  that  at  the  time  that 
Parlinmentary  Reform  passed  for  Ireland, 
the  franchise  in  England  was  40s.;  while 
it  was  stipulated  in  the  Act  of  1829  that 
the  franchise  in  Ireland  should  be  raised 
rom  40j.  to  )0l.  And  so  it  was  that  the 
lame  fallacy  ran  through  the  speech  of  the 
hon,  and  learned  Gentleman  ri  through 
that  of  the*  right  hon.  tlie  Cliancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  when  they  declared  that 
it  would  be  an  insult  to  Ireland  not  to 
grant  to  her  the  tame  measure  of  justice 
that  had  been  conceded  to  England.  Why, 
in  the  Reform  Bill,  ihcy  did  not  give  to 
the  people  of  Ireland  that  which  the  Eng- 
lish were  granted — instead  of  the  40s, 
franchise,  the  Irish  were  given  but  the 
10/.  franchise.  [Hear,  hear !  from  Mr. 
O'Connell.]  Was  it  possible  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin  cheered 
him  ?  Why,  if  he  was  not  wrong,  it  was 
that  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  had 
originated  the  digfrBnchisement  of  those 
freeholders.  If  he  were  wrong,  he  should 
be  most  happy  to  be  corrected ;  but  he 
believed  that  it  was  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  consented  to  the  diafran- 
chtceroent  of  not  less  than  200,000  of 
the  constituency  in  the  various  counties  in 
Ireland. 

Mr.  O'Connell:  I  had  B  petition  pre- 
sented, praying  not  to  grant  emaucipation 
on  those  terms. 

Sir  Henry  Hardinge  :  Waa  not  that 
jtreviouB  to  the  passing  of  the  Emancipa- 
tion Bill?  It  had  been  stated  by  Mr. 
littletoD,  at  present  Lord  Hatherton,  that 
the  clause  of  the  Bill  afTecting  the  consti- 
tuency of  Ireland,  and  raising  the  40s. 
franchise  to  10/,,  that  clause  was  in  the 
handwriting  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman. The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man who  had  just  sat  down  had  defied 
them  to  ahow  that  upon  any  occasion  the 
Roman  Catholics  had  been  regulated  by 
Hctarian  principles  when  seeking  to  carry 
political  objects.    H«  wai  very  uDwillinj; 


to  he  in  any  way  disconrteoas  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin,  but  he 
was  bound  to  appeal  to,  and  should  read 
the  evidence  contained  in  the  bocA  before 
him,  to  show  that  that  hon.  and  ieamed 
Gentleman  advocated  political  objects  on 
the  ground  of  religious  and  lectanan  pre- 
judices. If  he  were  wrong  he  should 
wish  to  be  corrected,  but  willinglv,  cer- 
tainly, he  would  not  misinterpret  the  evi- 
dence in  this  Report.  He  thought  it  mnch 
fairer,  instead  of  going  into  evidence  in 
the  absence  of  an  individual,  thut,  in  the 
presence  of  that  individual,  he  should 
state  what  the  evidence  was,  and  what  the 
result  of  it  appeared  to  him  to  be,  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin  bad 
attempted  to  convey  political  objects  bj 
sectarian  means.  He  appealed  to  the 
House  upon  this  point  for  the  evidence 
given  before  the  Committee.  He  wished 
to  state  that  this  was  not  the  evidence  of 
any  obscure  person  ;  and  he  begged  to 
premise,  that  upon  the  occasion  in  ques- 
tion, and  before  the  witness  was  examined, 
he  requested  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin,  or  some  member  of 
his  family,  to  attend  the  examination,  and 
accordingly  the  hon.  Member  for  Tralee 
attended  while  the  evidence  was  given 
which  he  was  then  going  to  read.  The 
individual  to  whom  he  alluded  was  Mr. 
Brownrigg,  who  held  for  several  years  the 
situation  of  sub-inspector  and  magistrate 
of  the  county  of  Kerry,  Mr.  Brownrigg, 
on  being  asked, 

"  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  O'Connell,  in 
the  county  of  Kerry,  at  Tralee,  from  a  balcony 
or  pUiform,  in  front  of  the  Commercial  Read- 
ing-rooms, addressed  the  people  on  one  day, 
and  that  he  stated  in  substance,  as  it  has  been 
printed  in  the  Kerry  papers,  '  That  there  was 
not  a  demon  in  Uell  more  base  than  the 
Catholic  who  should  vote  for  the  Knight  of 
Kerry?'"  and  then  these  words  were  re- 
peated, '  I  will  have  a  death's-head  and 
cross-bones  painted  or  printed  on  a  placard, 
and  posted  on  the  door  of  any  Catholic  who 
votes  for  him  V " — Mr.  Brownrigg,  to  this 
question,  answered,  "I  heard  these  words 
used  in  substance  by  Mr.  O'Connell."  Mr. 
Brownrigg  was  then  asked,  "  Did  yon  hear 
the  first  part,  'That  there  was  no  demon  in 
Hell  more  base  than  the  Catholic  who  should 
vote  for  the  Knight  of  Kerry  V  "  to  which  he 
answered,  "I  did."  In  conclusion  he  was 
asked,  "  Do  not  you  think  that  this  speech, 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  public  speech 
made  in  Dublin,  was  calculated  to  alarm  any 
Catholic  of  [he  lower  orders  if  he  voted  for  the 
Knight  of  Kerry  f"— Answer;  "I  think  so." 

Now  he  be^d  the  House  to  obsem 
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ihat  in  the  words  attributed  by  this  witness 
to  Mr.  O'Connell,  it  was  not  put  gene- 
rally, that  any  voter  who  should  vote  for 
the  Knight  of  Kerry  should  be  considered 
worse  than  a  demon  of  Hell,  but  that  the 
deuuaciatioD  was  directed  entirely  to  any 
Catholic  voter  who  should  so  exercise  his 
franchise.  The  hon,  and  learned  Member's 
words  distinctly  were,  that  if  any  man  of 
his  religion — if,  in  short,  any  Catholic 
voter  should  dare  to  vole  against  his 
religion,  end  in  favour  of  (he  Knight  of 
Kerry,  that  he  was  considered  for  so  doing 
baser  than  any  demon  of  Hell,  end  that 
he  was,  as  a  punishment  and  a  mark,  to 
have  a  death's-head  and  cross-bones 
painted  upon  his  door.  Now  he  put  it  to 
the  House  to  say,  if  this  was  not  mixing 
up  sectarian  feeling  with  political  objects. 
If  the  House  entertained  any  doubt  upon 
this  subject,  he  would  beg  to  direct  atten- 
tion to  one  other  extract  from  the  evidence 
lying  before  him.  Let  the  House  look  at 
the  treatment  of  that  most  honourable 
and  upright  nobleman,  the  Lord  Kenmare, 
in  the  election  of  Kerry.  A  witness  who 
had  given  his  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mittee, was  asked  this  question  : — 

"  You  SBj,  that  Lord  Kenmare,  in  the  first 
instance,  was  inclined  to  be  neutral,  and  to  lake 
no  part  in  the  election?" — "  I  said  so."  "And 
thatihedenuncialionsof  Mr.  O'Connell  in  the 
county  caused  him  to  change  his  mind,  and  by 
his  agent,  or  otherwise,  to  iDforni  the  free- 
holders, it  nns  his  wish  they  should  support 
the  Knight  of  Kerry  ?"' — "  I  saw  il  in  Lord 
Kenmare's  own  hnndwrilinij,  that  that  was  bis 
wish."  "  You  saw  it  in  soroe  document  of 
Ix>rd  Kenmare's?" — "Yes;  X  did."  "To 
whom  was  that  addressed!" — "It  «as  ad- 
dressed to  the  agent,  Mr.  Gallwey."  "Have 
you  any  copy  of  that  letter !'' — "I  have." 
"Will  you  produce  il?"— "This  is  the 
letter  :"— 

"  Dear  Ma.  Uallwev — You  are  aware,  as 
the  public  must  be,  thai  it  was  my  detennina- 
lioo  to  lake  no  part  in  the  approaching  elec- 
tion for  the  county.  We  are  now  arrived  at  a 
point  beyond  which  forbearance  is  no  longer 
possible;  it  is  not  now  a  matter  of  pohiics, 
the  question  at  issue  is,  whether  we  are  to  bow 
our  heads  to  a  system  of  insolent  dictation  and 
intimidation  j  whether  those  freeholders  who 


sultandi 


J  cau  be  attached  to  the  denuncialion, 
that  a  death's-head  and  cross-bones  aie  to  be 
affiited  to  ihe  doors  of  those  indt  pendent  indi- 
viduals who  will  not  obey  bis  mandates  1  when 
the  mob  in  Tralee  is  told,  that  those  who  will 
not  vote  as  he  dictates,  arc  to  be  draeged  from 
the  hustings  and  trampled  under  faol.     Under 
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these  circnmslances  I  am  dnven  to  abandoii 
my  original  intentions,  and  have  to  request 
that  yoo  will  convey  to  my  friends  and 
tenantry  my  desire  and  most  earnest  intreatjr, 
that  they  will  vole  for  tbe  Knight  of  Kerry.  I 
certainly  do  not  think  that  I  require  too  much 
from  them  when  I  ask  for  one  vote  from  each. 
(Signed)  «  Kenuase." 

Now  he  put  it  to  the  House  to  sayi 
whether  this  letter  of  Lord  Kenmare's,  a 
nobleman  not  of  his  way  of  thinking — a 
Whig  in  principles — the  constant  advocate 
of  liberal  inslitutions,  who  was  appointed 
by  Eail  Grey's  Government  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenancy  of  the  county  of  Kerry-^& 
man  of  irreproachable  character,  end  one 
of  the  best  landlords  of  Ireland,  did  not 
fully  bear  out  his  position,  that  in  the 
mind  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
sectarian  feelings  were  mixed  up  with 
political  COD  si  derations.  He  considered, 
then,  that  taking  into  consideration  the 
circumstances  in  which  Ireland  was  placed, 
it  was  impossible  with  safety  to  grant  the 
proposed  measure  of  Reform.  The  noble 
Viscount  the  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Vis- 
count Morpeth]  in  the  course  of  his  speech 
had  stated,  he  believed,  only  one  argu- 
ment to  show  why  this  Bill  should  be 
passed — namely,  that  they  ought  to  give 
a  vent  to  certain  feelings  which  might 
arise  in  local  matters  rather  than  promote 
discussions  abroad.  Safety-valves,  (he 
noble  Viscount  called  these;  but  he  begged 
to  observe  to  the  noble  Viscount,  that 
there  were  such  things  as  annual  fairs, 
where  the  people  met  the  sort  of  safety- 
valves  desired  by  the  noble  Viscount,  and 
where  the  most  disgraceful  scenes  occurred. 
Take  the  case  which  happened  in  the  year 
1834,  when  1,000  of  the  Culleens  and  of 
the  I^wlers  met ;  one  party  attacked  the 
other;  the  women  accompanied  them 
carrying  stones,  whilst  300  farmers  stood 
by  and  saw  sixteen  men  stoned  to  death. 
Could  anybody  then  say,  that  they  could 
dispense  with  propriety  a  municipal  go- 
vernment 7  A  people  so  imbued  in  factions 
BO  intolerable?  It  appeared  that  in 
another  case  quoted  by  Mr.  Inglis,  two 
score  of  men  were  driven  into  the  Shannon, 
some  drowned,  and  some  knocked  on  the 
head,  like  so  many  dogs.  This  was  as 
recent  as  the  year  1834.  Let  the  House 
reflect  upon  these  instances,  and  let  any 
man  say,  whether  such  a  system  of  corpo- 
rale  election  as  was  proposed  by  this  Bill, 
could  with  safety  be  given  to  thelwioughs 
in  ihe  vicinity  of  the  place  where  this 
species  of  brutality  and  violence  had  been 


impiinitya! 
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to  recently  perpetrated  7  Take  the  bonni^h 
of  Tnlee  la  tbe  countv  Kerry,  which 
lutjuined  lbs  town  or  CabirevreeD.  [Mr. 
O'OomwlL— It  i*  thirty  Engliih  roilet 
dilUnt.]  At  mil  events,  ibo  two  pUcet 
were  in  the  lame  county ;  aod  coald  any- 
body tay,  that  the  population  of  a  district 
in  which  Ruch  Bcenei  m  tboie  he  had  de- 
scribed  take  plitce,  w»  fit  for  soch  a 
•yatem  of  municipal  election  a*  the  Bill  in 
its  prewnt  ahape  propoted  (o  eetabliih  ? 
Let  the  Housi;  read  Mr.  loglia's  book,  for 
he  wa«  a  Whig.  Mr.  Inglia  dictinctly 
laid,  thst  from  the  rooit  accurate  obterva- 
tion,  he  waa  fully  of  opinion,  that  a  further 
extension  of  democratic  privile^  could 
not  be  granted  (o  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
that  country,  without  great  danger  to  the 
welfare  and  independence  of  the  com- 
munity at  lar^.  Even  in  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  forDublin's county,  Pro- 
testaots  were  attacked  and  ilKtreated  b^ 
Roman  Catholics  on  account  of  their 
religion.  Mr.  Brownrigg  gave  thefollow- 
iag  evidence  :— 

"You  made  a  Report  to  the  Government 
dated  'Constabulary-Office,  Ttalee,  January 
IStti,  1835,'  in  which  jaa  said,  '  I  have  the 
faoDOur  to  transmit  herewith  an  affidavit, 
swani  before  to*  ihii  day  by  a  roost  respectable 

Sntleman,  in  coiiiequsnae  of  which,  and  in 
t  absence  of  ihe  High -.She  riff,  I  have,  in  con. 
junclion  with  other  MBciitratei,  made  aTT«nge- 
inents  for  the  due  protection  of  the  frsehoiden 
in  question. 

Extract  from  (he  deposition  : — "  8o  great 
it  the  spirit  of  outrap  which  prevails  in  the  said 
town  of  Csbirawean  and  its  neighboqrtiood, 
that  on  Sunday  last,  tbe  lllh  of  January  inst,, 
the  Protestant  congregation  of  said  town,  on 
returning  from  Divine  lertics,  were  pelted  with 
fltth  and  dirt ;  and  even  before  the  termioation 
of  Dirine  service,  several  riotous  and  ill-dis* 
posed  persons  came  to  the  door  of  the  chnrch, 
and  round  it  in  evCry  direction,  and  threw 
gravel  and  din  at  it;  that  unless  an  efficient 
police  or  military  escort  be  appointed  for  the 
protection  of  the  said  freeholdais  on  their  way 
to  Tralee,  he  is  conTinced  they  will  be  de- 
terred by  force  and  terror  of  theii  bves  from 
voting  at  the  ensuing  election. 

(Signed) 

"  Taken  and  sworn  before  me,  this  141h  day 
of  January,  183fi. 

(Signed)  "  J.  II.  Bbowhbico." 

"  I  look  thai  deposition." 

Thus  these  Protestanta  could  not 
venture  (o  enter  the  temple  of  their  Ood, 
and  worship  him  after  the  dictates  of  their 
own  conscience,  without  the  protection  of 
an  armed  force.  If  a  people  in  such  a 
atale  of  civiliiatioa  were  deemed  worthy  of 
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nore  democratic  power,  be  did  not  know 
to  what  lengths  the  spirit  of  Reform  would 
carry  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  The 
hon,  and  learned  Member  for  Tipperary 
had  lately  accused  bim,  and  the  party 
with  whom  he  acted,  of  a  disposition  to 
raise  a  "  No  Popery"  cry.  For  his  part, 
since  be  Gnt  had  a  seat  in  that  Honae, 
he  had  alivaye  voted  ibt  Catholic  Eiaanci> 
pation,  and  upon  that  subject  he  well 
knew  that  he  had  not  made  half  the 
sacrifices  to  whkh  many  of  his  friends 
near  him  had  aubmitted  ;  and  be  could 
assure  the  House,  that  he  was  hr  from 
meaning  anything  disrespectful  either  to 
tbe  Irish  people  or  to  the  members  of  the 
Catholic  religion.  From  his  professional 
experience  he  was  enabled  to  say,  that  as 
nir  as  conrage  and  generous  conduct  in 
the  various  and  trying  situations  in  which 
soldiers  were  often  placed,  he  knew  of 
none  who  served  their  country  and  their 
King  with  more  loyalty  and  devotion 
thata  tbe  Irish  —  no  matter  whether 
belonging  to  the  Catholic  or  Protestant 
religion.  He,  therefore,  entreated  the 
House  not  to  misunderstand  the  observs. 
lions  he  intended  to  make,  and  especially 
Dot  to  suppose  that  in  using  tbe  term 
"  Popery,"  he  meant  to  speak  offensively 
of  any  portion  of  his  fellow-sttbjects.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Tipperary 
accused  him  and  his  friends  of  seeking  to 
raise  the  "  No  Popery"  cry.  He  denied 
it.  He  maintained,  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  Popery  cry  had  been  raised  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin  and 
his  party.  He  had  only  to  refer  to  the 
volume  of  evidence  before  him  to  prove 
that  in  hundreds  of  instances  ihe  Popery 
cry  had  been  raised  for  political  objects. 
Could  they  have  better  proof  of  the  fact 
than  was  to  be  found  in  tbe  circumstance 
of  tbe  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Tipperary  writing  to  a  Protestant  olergy- 
man,  to  whom  he  was  indebted  on  account 
of  tithes,  statinff  that  at  the  present 
moment  he  could  not  satisfy  his  demand, 
as  by  doing  so  he  would  be  sure  to  lose 
bis  seat  in  the  event  of  sn  election. 
Could  there,  he  asked,  be  a  stronger  proof 
that  the  Popery  cry  had  been  raised 
in  Ireland  than  was  offered  by  the  fact 
that  a  Member  of  that  House,  distinguished 
as  much  for  his  political  influence  and 
power,  as  for  the  eloquence  he  poured 
forth  upon  every  question  debated  within 
its  walls,  felt  obliged  to  defer  doing  an 
act  of  JiHtice,  an  act  of  honeity,  by  the 


1373  MoHicipal  Reform        '{Makcb?}      f/relondj— Csmmi/fM.       13T4 


fear  that  in  doin^^  so  he  vould  be  sacri- 
flciog  his  ieat  in  Parliament  7  He  con- 
tended, that  it  was  more  than  proved  by 
the  evidence  before  the  Hoase,  that  a 
large  portion  of  Ireland  was  unfit  Tor  such 
a  measure  as  that  proposed  ;  and  that  it 
was  rendered  so,  not  merely  by  the  very 
lowest  orders  of  the  coanlry,  by  persons 
who  did  not  and  could  not  knon  the 
possible  consequences  of  their  political 
career,  but  by  men  whose  situation  would 
justify  the  sopposition  that  they  would 
be  more  cautious  in  lending  their  aid  to 
the  cause  of  agitation.  He  called  upon 
the  House  to  refer  to  the  case  of  Lord 
de  Vesci.  A  more  benevolent,  kind- 
hearted  landlord  than  Lord  de  Vesci  never 
breathed  ;  his  estate  was,  in  fact,  the  seat 
of  happiness  and  prosperity,  and  yet  upon 
his  bringing  forward  his  son  to  represent 
the  county  to  which  he  belonged  in  Par- 
liament, he  became  on  the  moment  the 
object  of  the  most  virulent  attack  and 
Tituperation.  It  was  in  evidence  that  a 
public  meeting,  at  which  the  reverend 
Mr.  Panning  was  in  the  chair,  adopted 
this  resolution,  "  That  we  bold  any  person 
who  votes  for  any  other  candidates  than 
Later  and  Cassidy  as  an  enemy  to  society 
and  his  countiT,  and  as  an  abettor  of  thi 
shedding  of  blood,"  Similar  instance: 
were  unfortunately  numerous.  No  matter 
bow  popular  among  his  tenantry  was  a 
laridlord,  no  matter  what  he  did  to  con-  i 
ciliate  their  good  opinion,  if  he  chanced 
to  displease  a  particular  party  in  Ireland, 
he  was  at  once  declared  unworthy  of  even 
the  ordinary  courtesies  of  society!  and 
deiignated  as  the  abettor  of  every  wicked- 
ness and  crime.  He  would  not  delay  the 
House  by  entering  at  any  length  into 
details;  but  he  could  take  upon  himself 
to  say,  that  in  the  volume  before  him  was 
to  be  found  more  than  sufficient'liroof  that 
the  measure  under  consideration  ought,  if 
wisdom  and  policy  were  consulted,  to  be 
delayed  until  Ireland  enjoyed  far  more 
interna)  peace  and  tranquillity  than  it  did 
at  present.  What  was  the  situation  in 
which  that  country  stood?  The  right hon. 
Gentleman,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, observed,  on  a  former  evening, 
(bat  it  would  argue  a  disregard  of  justice 
as  concerned  I  reland,  if  the  same  measures 
which  were  applied  to  England  were  not 
extended  to  that  country.  Now  this,  with 
all  due  respect,  was  a  perfect  fhilacy.  In 
point  of  fact  there  was  no  identity  or 
asnmilatioa  of  taeaiurei  between  the  two 


countries.  Take  the  very  Bills  then  before 
tbe  House — take,  for  instance,  the  Con- 
stabulary Bill.  Could  there  be  in  principle 
.ything  more  monstrous  iban  that  in  a 
country  which  boasted  of  its  freedom,  it 
was  found  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
the  lives  of  its  people  to  keep  up  a  police 
force  of  5,000  men,  armed  with  muskets, 
and  continually  provided  with  ball-car- 
tridges. Nay,  it  was  even  found  necessary 
to  keep  these  men  cooped  in  barracks, 
like  soldiers,  to  prevent  their  mixing  too 
'itb  the  people.  These  precautions 
the  state  of  the  country  particularly  re- 
quired, so  that  it  WHS  quite  absurd  to  talk 
of  identity  or  assimilation  of  measures 
between  it  and  England.  Then,  again, 
how  stood  the  case  as  regarded  Assistant- 
Barristers  in  Ireland?  Why  those oIHcers 
had  a  power  of  trying  cases  without  Juries 
in  Ireland  which  not  even  the  Judges  of 
England  possessed.  Irish  Assist  ant- Bar- 
risters had  the  power  of  trying  civil  causes 
of  ejectment,  and,  without  the  aid  of  a 
Jury,  might  assess  damages  under  6fty 
pounds.  In  fact,  the  argument  of  identity 
of  measures  between  the  two  parties  was 
entirely  fallacious;  for  in  almost  every 
respect  different  legislation  had  been  ap 
plied  to  the  distinct  and  separate  condi- 
tion of  each.  The  principal  thing  which 
Ireland  required  was  repose  and  a  cessa- 
tion from  agitation.  Upon  the  debate  on 
the  question  of  repeal,  some  sessions  past, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  said,  that  as  long  as  the 
trade  of  agitalion  was  kept  up  in  Ireland, 
and  as  long  as  life  was  exposed  to  mid- 
night violence,  it  was  idle  to  expect  that 
capital  would  be  employed  in  Ireland,  or 
that,  as  a  consequence,  its  condition  could 
be  improved.  This  opinion  experience 
had  but  too  truly  verified.  From  a  refer- 
ence to  the  book  of  evidence  before  him, 
it  appeared  that  upon  the  occasion  of  a 
late  election  at  Clonmel,  in  the  county  of 
Tipperary,  a  most  respectable  individual, 
a  Quaker,  who,  for  years  previous,  had 
given  employment  to  nearly  1,000  souls, 
and  who  paid  in  wages  weekly  upwards  of 
300^  had,  for  the  sole  offence  of  voting 
for  Mr.  Bagwell,  in  opposition  to  the 
Liberal  candidate,  been  attacked  in  the 
most  shameful  manner,  and  obliged  for  a 
time  to  conceal  himself  from  the  mob  at 
his  house.  This  was,  unfortunately,  but 
one  instance  out  of  many.  In  fact,  it  was 
the  almost  invariable  result  of  an  attempt 
to  introduce  cspilal  ioto  the  conutry  m 
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the  ettabluhment  or  mBnufacturei.  Then, 
he  aiked,  waa  this  a  itale  of  thingi  in 
which  it  would  be  safe  to  grant  a  measure 
of  Municipal  Reform,  simitar  to  that 
granted  to  England,  He  would  not  go 
inio  the  details  of  the  Bill,  which  he 
Bhoiild  have  done  had  the  hour  been 
earlier.  But  this  Bill,  he  thought,  ran  no 
risk  from  the  amendment  proposed.  He 
thought  that  it  would  be  better  to  place 
every  thing  in  Comoirssioners'  hands,  as 
suggested  by  his  right  hon.  Friend.  The 
Attorney- General  for  Ireland  ought  to 
(how  the  House  that  the  Dill  would  work 
to  the  advantage  of  the  lower  orders  in 
Ireland.  But  in  what  way,  he  asked, 
fcouid  they  be  benefitted  hy  it?  Why, 
the  only  advantage  they  would  derive  from 
it,  was  the  getting  rid  of  some  few  tolls. 
This  would  prove  of  some  advantage,  it 
was  true,  but  certainly  of  far  less  than  was 
expected.  In  Connaught,  where  there 
was  a  population  of  1,343,000,  the  nura< 
her  of  persona  to  be  incorporated  would 
be  under  74,000;  and  might  he  not  ask 
whether  the  property  of  these  Corpora- 
tions did  not  amount  to  1001.  the  whole 
year?  Sligo  had  a  corporate  property  of 
93^  It  appeared  to  htm  that  this  was  the 
poorest  part  of  Ireland,  which,  in  1822 
and  1831,  received  the  largest  portion  of 
assistance:  and  this  part  of  the  country 
would  receive  no  beneSt  whatever  from 
the  measure.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
concluded  by  repeating  his  conviction, 
that  it  would  be  better,  for  a  time,  to 
defer  the  measure  altogether,  but  that  if  it 
were  to  be  then  proceeded  with,  the  in- 
struction moved  for  by  the  noble  Lord 
near  him,  wai  as  necessary  as  it  was 
expedient. 

Viscount  Houiick  was  surprised  to  hear 
the  right  hon.  aad  gallant  Officer  tell  the 
House,  that  if  there  were  anything  in  the 
■late  of  society  in  Ireland  which  would  ren- 
der it  at  all  advisable  to  give  to  that  coun- 
try the  benefits  of  an  improved  municipal 
Corporation,  he  for  one  would  not  be 
averse  from  the  introduction  of  a  measure 
for  that  purpose;  but,  he  was  surprised, 
because  the  gallant  OtBcer  was  bound,  in 
making  such  a  communication,  at  the 
same  time  to  have  made  out  a  case  to 
show  that  the  Bill  did  itself  contain  provi- 
sions actually  inconsistent  with  the  species 
of  Reform  which  he  was  willing  to  grant. 
The  gullant  Officer  had  not  shown  that 
the  Bill  contained  anything  which  it  would 
be  unsafe  to  grant  to  the  people  of  Ire- 


land ;  and  so  far  from  making  ODt  uj 
such  case,  or  fortifying  the  positioeshe 
took  up  witfa  anything  like  argumect,  ik 
gallant  Officer  limited  his  apeech,  in  i 
great  measure,  to  matters  merely  persooal, 
and  to  a  few  other  poiots  involving  pin; 
considerations,  which  had  no  relation  to 
the  present  proceeding.  For  example, 
instead  of  really  grappling  with  the  matter 
at  issue,  he  endeavoured  to  lead  the 
House  into  a  discussion  as  to  whetlier  or 
not  the  hon.  end  learned  Member  for 
Dublin  was  the  author  of  the  disfranchise- 
ment of  the  Irish  40s.  freeholden,  wA 
whether  he  was  the  author  of  ull  thenb- 
chiefs  that  arose  out  of  the  Keny  election. 
So  far  from  eatablishiog  any  one  of  the 
principles  which  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Otlicer  aimed  at  establishing,  be  had  not 
even  succeeded  in  showing  that  tbil 
improved  state  of  society  which  the  aolhort 
and  promoters  of  the  Bill  then  before  the 
House  anticipated  from  its  working  would 
not  arise.  The  rt.  hon.  and  gallant  Officer 
had,  it  was  perfectly  true,  adverted  to  the 
lamentable  height  to  which  party  q>ifil 
had  attained  in  that  unhappy  couotry, 
imputiug  it  to  agitation  ;  admittiug,  » 
unhappily  all  must,  the  extent  of  that  spi- 
rit, he  must  say  that  the  rt.  bon  andgallaat 
Officer  had  forgotten  to  show  what  an  «• 
sential  part  of  agitation  those  very  Corpo- 
rations weie ;  he  had  forgotten  to  show 
how  their  continued  existence  in  their  pre- 
sent form  must  aggravate  that  party  spinl 
which  all  admitted  and  deplored;  neither 
bad  (he  tt.hon.and  gallant  officer  taken  any 
pains  to  show  that  the  promoters  of  the 
measure  had  not  done,  aod  were  not  doiogi 
all  that  in  them  lay  comparatively  10  twlj 
gate  Ihe  evil  j  and  of  course  the  rl.  hoD.ana 
gallant  Officer  left  to  others  to  show  ttal 
the  learned  Sergeant  (Jackson)  near  hun 
had  entirely  misconceived — he  would  «' 
say  misrepresented — the  design  and  tencmt 
of  the  Bill  then  before  the  House,  m- 
even  the  right  hon.  aod  gallant  Officer  he'' 
himself  argued  again,  and  repealed  h'J 
argument,  as  if  the  intention  of  the  o\» 
was,  and  that  its  effect  would  be,  to  K"" 
der  Magistrates  elective,  aod  to  ihrow  all 
the  power  of  choosing  them  imo  }^ 
hands  of  those  eager  partisans  who  wg" 
he  found  in  all  parts  of  the  United  King- 
dom, and  in  none  more  aboondiRg  U'" 
in  Ireland.  He  readily  acknowNgedlhai 
that  statement  had  not  proceeded  ""^^^ 
from  the  right  hon.  and  giilbnt  O^icer. 
but  had  also  been   uttered  by  hi»  """" 


1377  Mumcipal  Reform  {Makch  7}      (Irtlmd)~CommillM, 

Friend  whose  speech  bad  commenced  the 
busineu  of  the  eveuiog.  It  wag,  as  the 
Houie  might  remember,  followed  by  that 
of  the  learned  Sergeant,  auii  laitlj,  by 
that  of  the  right  hoti.  and  gallant  Officer. 
He  confessed  all  this  did  occasion  him  no 
small  surprise,  for  the  franiers  of  the  mea- 
sure of  last  year,  as  well  as  those  who 
were  concerned  in  preparing  tiie  Bill  then 
under  consideration,  had  all  oftliem  most 
studiously  and  cautiously  endeuvoured  to 
separate  ihe  administratiou  of  Justice  From 
the  political  functions  which  the  town- 
council  wuuld  be  called  on  to  execute.  In 
the  present  Session  the  measure  of  last 
year  was  in  that  respect  most  carefully 
imitaled.  They  found  that  in  preparing  a 
measure  of  regulation  for  the  reform  of 
the  Scotch  and  English  Corporations  they 
had  in  many  cases  to  deal  with  an  exclu- 
sive Magistracy;  they  found  there  scarcely 
one  of  them  which  did  not  claim  the  right 
of  appointing  not  only  its  Mayor  but  its 
Recorder  and  Aldermen,  no  Judge  of  the 
Crown,  no  Magistrate  appointed  by  the 
Crown,  having  the  least  jurisdiclion.  What 
course  did  the  promoters  of  the  present 
measure  take  in  preparing  the  Bill  then 
before  the  House  ?  They  took  the  course 
that  tended  to  produce  a  state  of  things 
precisely  opposite  to  that  which  they 
found  existing  in  the  English  and  Scotch 
boroughs.  At  the  time  the  former  Bill 
was  brought  in  they  gave  the  appoititment 
of  the  Recorder  and  the  Police,  and  the 
Magistrates,  to  the  Crown.  They  ren- 
dered that  sppointmenl  perfectly  inde- 
pendenl,  giving  to  the  town-council  the 
power  of  recommendation.  That  was  the 
course  they  had  adopted  with  respect  to 
the  Municipal  Reform  Bill  in  this  coun- 
try, and  they  proposed  to  do  the  same  in 
Ireland;  they  did  not  propose  to  give  to 
the  town-councils  in  Ireland  the  right  of 
recommendation,  as  that  part  of  the  Eng- 
lish Bill  had  been  erased  ;  it  was  to  stand 
upon  grounds  wholly  independent  of  their 
influence  or  authority,  and  to  be  exercised 
exclusively  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  or 
other  representative  of  the  Crown.  In  the 
Billsfor  Great  Britain,  ihe  Mayor,  and  the 
penon  who  had  filled  the  office  of  Mayor 
during  the  year  preceding,  were  to  be 
Magistrates,  and  though  it  might  be  con- 
venient for  various  purposes  ihiit  they 
might  exercise  jurisdiction  as  county 
MoKistrates,  yet  it  was  provided  ihat  in  no 
case  their  jurisdinion  shuidd  lie  othi-rwise 
than  merely  concurrent  wlih  that  of  the 
VOL.  XXXL  {S^i 
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county  Magistrates.  But  he  begged  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this 
circumstance,  that  the  present  Bill,  so  far 
from  giving  such  extent  to  the  powers  of 
the  town-council,  limited  them  lo  the 
choice  of  one  Magistrate— namely,  the 
Mayor;  and  if  upon  further  examination 
and  discussion  in  the  Committee  it  should 
be  conaidertd  by  the  House  that  they 
were  unfit  depositaries,  even  of  so  much 
power,  he  was  not  leluctant  in  acknowledge 
that  it  would  be  consistent,  or  at  least  not 
inconsistent,  with  the  princi|jle  of  the 
measure,  that  the  appointment  of  the 
Mayor  should  be  vested  in  other  hands. 
Great  stress  had  been  laid  on  the  power 
which  the  present  Bill  gave  to  corpo- 
rators of  appointing  Sheriffs.  It  was  said 
thai  they  were  officers  of  the  first  import- 
ance, an  assertion  that  he  for  one  felt  no 
disposition  to  deny;  but  he  begged  the 
House  to  remember  how  great  the  distinc- 
tion was  between  the  appointmei^t  of  Ma- 
gistrates and  the  selection  of  persons  to 
serve  on  juries — how  much  more  lilicly 
he  one  tiust  was  to  be  ahustd  than  the 
ithei.  At  the  same  time  he  felt  disposed 
to  agree  with  his  noble  Friend  by  whom 
this  discussion  had  been  opened,  that  it 
□light  be  as  well,  if  not  better,  to  vest  the 
nomination  in  the  Crown.  Respecting 
the  Police,  there  had  been  on  the  other 
side  a  most  extraordinary  misconception  : 
he  could  not  suppose  it  to  be  anything 
else.  He  begged  to  ask,  had  the  speakers 
on  the  other  side  failed  lo  advert  lo  the 
practice  which  for  a  very  long  time  had 
prevailed— he  believed  it  was  coeval  with 
the  Corporations  themselves— that  of  ap- 
pointing the  local  police?  Surely  it  wag 
not  the  promoters  of  the  present  Bill  that 
ever  thought  of  giving  them  such  a  power 
for  the  first  lime.  He  desired  to  know 
were  they  not  now  in  possession  of 
that  power?  Did  they  not  appoint  the 
constables  and  the  nightly  watch  ?  Wher- 
ever corporate  rights  hsd  existed,  the 
memhers  of  Corporations  in  almost  every 
instance  possessed  such  a  privilege,  and  it 
was  vain  lo  deny,  that  for  some  time  past 
at  least,  the  51.  householders  were  like- 
wise in  possession  of  that  species  of  pa- 
tronage, for  they  elected  the  Commission- 
ers by  whom  all  nominations  to  the  police 
and  tiie  nightly  watch  were  made.  For 
these  lensons,  then,  he  submiltcd  that 
ihero  was  nothintr  new,  at  all  events,  in 
giving  lo  (be  town-council  th*^  ret;iihitioii 
of  this  rl.is4  ol'  fiinciiun^irits;  hut  ihere 
2  Y 
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vere  other  reuoni  of  ititl  greater  cogency 
to  which  he  should  juit  briefly  advert, 
Hie  purpowt  for  which  ]ocil  police  gene- 
rally held  iheir  sitnatioM  were  in  part  be- 
neficial to  the  pablic,  and  in  part  to  indtr 
TiduaU  living  in  the  neighbourhood 
accordingly  one  portion  of  the  expeoditure 
which  attended  this  force  was  defrayed  oat 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  the  other 
from  charges  made  on  the  locality  withfi 
which  the  particular  force  was  situated. 
A>  he  >aid,  one  portion  of  the  police  wis 
for  the  executive  purposes  of  the  State, 
the  other  for  the  security  of  private  indi- 
viduals from  petty  depredations.  Now,  it 
would  be  obviously  nnjustthat  any  portion 
of  the  expense  of  protecting  private  indi- 
vidoflli  in  Ireland  from  petty  depredations 
•hould  fall  upon  this  country,  or  that  the 
force  appointed  and  paid  for  that  purpose 
should  be  appointed  by  any  but  persons 
living  in  the  vicinity.  He  mast  say,  (hat  he, 
did  not  think  this  deserved  anything 
like  the  importance  that  had  been  at- 
tached to  it,  for  when  hon,  Membei 
recollected  that  the  Lord-Lieutenant  had 
the  supervision  of  all  the  police  reguli 
tions,  and  the  appointment  of  all  the  mi 
gistratea,  he  had  every  power  that  was 
necessary,  and  every  means  that  could  be 
imagined,  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  any 
right  of  choice  which  might  be  given  with 
reference  to  the  appointment  of  the  police. 
Considering  this  portion  of  the  argument 
moat  completely  disposed  of,  he  should 
now  endeavour  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  that  which  formed  the  real  point 
in  the  debate— he  alluded  to  the  jealouay 
which  was  entertained  with  respect  to  the 
appropriation  of  the  corporation  property. 
Every  person  who  had  spoken  in  that 
House  coQcnrred  with  the  advocates  of 
the  Bill,  in  the  opinion  that  the  present 
Corporations  in  Ireland  were  noi  to  be 
trusted  with  the  management  of  the  cor- 
porate funds.  Go  what  ground  had  all 
men  come  to  that  conclusion?  On  the 
obvious  ground,  that  from  their  very  con- 
BtitntioD  they  were  likely  to  abuse  such  a 
trust.  But,  assuredly,  the  same  common 
sense  and  reason  which  led  them  to  that 
conclusion  would  lead  them  to  this  also, 
that  all  such  local  matters  as  paving, 
lighting,  watching,  and  regulating  the 
ordinary  concerns  of  ft  country  town  ought 
to  be  vested  in  those  who  resided  in  tliat 
town,  and  were  mainly  interested  in  its 
prosperity  and  comfort.  Again,  he  was 
sure  the  House  would  agree  with  him  that 


there  ought  to  exist  in  all  great  towni  Bone 
well-constitnled  and  stable  body  anitaUe 
to  intervene,  ai  it  were,  between  tbc  great 
bulk  of  the  people  and  the  executive,  oa 
any  of  iboie  various  occasions  which  from 
time  to  time  would  arise, — a  body  opeble 
ofsscertainingandmakiogknown  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people.  Wat  there  any  one  in 
that  House  who  would  get  op  and  gnrely 
assert  that  the  local  concerns  of  la^e 
cities  like  Dublin,  Cork,  Limerick, Water- 
ford,  or  Belfast,  required  no  local  regnla- 
tioo,  and  could  be  regulated  independent 
of  any  local  government?  In  the  lut 
year  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member 
for  Tamworth,  had  professed  himself  a 
warm  advocate  for  local  organization,  and 
as  his  speeches  and  address  fully  teitified, 
he  was  of  opinkio  "  that  the  time  bad  ar- 
rived when  it  was  of  the  ntmost  import- 
ance that  the  attention  of  his  Majesty** 
Government  should  be  directed  to  the  sub- 
ject ;"  and  when,  at  length,  the  Corpora- 
tion Inquiry  had  fully  diBclo»ed  the  enor- 
mities of  which  the  old  corporations  were 
guilty,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  again  came 
forwaid,  for  the  purpose  of  informing  the 
Legislature  and  the  conntry  that  be  vraa 
"  the  advocate  of  a  good  system,  and  that 
the  Corporations  now  in  existence  ooghio 
be  rendered  instrumental  in  bringing 
about  that  beneficial  change."  He  begged 
the  House  would  bear  that  in  mind  when 
they  found  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  as  ther 
now  did,  the  advocate  of  a  plan  whicn 
most  certainly  would  not  make  the  exist- 
ing Corporations  instrumental  to  any  par- 
pose  whatever.  As  for  him,  he,  of  conne, 
concurred  with  the  former  opinion  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  and  not  with  his  pre- 
sent views.  He  thoaght,  as  the  right  boo. 
Baronet  must  have  thought  then,  that  (he 
corporation  of  Dublin  ought  to  be  re- 
formed and  made  instrumental  in  the 
working  of  an  improved  system.  Snrelj 
there  should  be  in  such  a  city  a  Corporation 
founded  upon  a  proper  basis,  when  there 
remained  to  be  admintslered  a  revenue  of 
24,000f.  a-year.  No  doubt  it  was  subject 
to  debt,  hut  there  was  still  that  annual 
sum  to  be  managed.  Why  should  they 
resort  to  that  novel  and  unconstitutional 
experiment  of  nominating  coromissionera 
for  the  purpose,  when  the  other  and  the 
better  course  was  open  to  them?  The 
present  Bill  contemplated  nothing  of  the 
son,  nothing,  either,  that  would  interfere 
with  the  due  administration  of  justice ;  on 
the  contrary,  the  effect  of  the  Bill  would 
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be  graatly  to  promote  the  putity  of  tbat 
KdministTation,  for  thiua  by  whom  the 
meoBure  was  supported  thought,  and  doubt- 
leu  the  Home  would  agree  with  tbem, 
^ftt  it  was  not  fitting  to  have  the  judg- 
ment-wat  filled  by  men  who  had  passed 
through  the  rivalry  and  the  sharp  encouD' 
ten  by  which  popular  elections  were  ^t- 
nerally  distioguiBhed,  It  was  therefore 
thought,  that  bowever  fittiog  it  might  be 
to  enable  towns  to  tax  themselves,  it  was 
■till  due  to  the  admiuisl ration  of  justice 
that  the  appointment  of  all  Magisrates 
sboaldbevestedin  the  Crown;  and  upon 
these  grounds  he  did  anticipate  from  a 
measire  like  that,  inestimable  beoefiis  to 
Dublin  and  other  great  towns.  He  msde 
that  aatertioti  generally  of  the  great  towns, 
in  which  be  bad  do  doubt  (hat  hs  should 
ba  borne  out  by  the  facts,  but  he  was 
not  anxious  to  confine  himself  to  towns  of 
that  class  ;  he  should,  when  the  Bill  went 
into  Committee,  willingly  go  with  tbem 
one  by  one  through  each  of  the  boroughs, 
and  candidly  enter  upon  their  respective 
claims  to  enjoy  corporate  rights,  consent- 
ing, if  neceuary,to  give  up  any  which  did 
not  possess  fair  claims.  Having  now  to  pass 
to  a  totally  diSierent  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  found  it  necessary  to  complain  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  Bill  had  been 
treated:  it  bad  all  along  been  spoken  of 
in  a  way  thai  he  did  not  scruple  to  destg- 
nats  as  a  eross  misstatement  of  the  object 
of  the  Bill.  He  b^ged  to  affirm,  once 
for  all,  that  the  Bill  was  not  meant  to 
give,  and  would  not  have  the  effect  of 

e'ving,  a  predominant  power  to  a  particu- 
r  class  t  it  waa  not  framed  to  invest  a 
particular  claii,  but  the  many,  with  power. 
Amongst  various  grounds  for  objecting  to 
the  measure  was  this,  that  party  spirit 
raged  fiercely  at  this  moment  in  Ireland, 
and  that  the  boo.  and  learned  Member  for 
Dublin  poBsewed  an  extent  of  sway  which 
no  subject  oueht  to  wield.  He  by  no 
means  denied  that  parly  spirit  prevailed  in 
that  unhappy  country  to  a  lamentable 
esieot,  and  ne  at  the  same  time  admitted, 
as  free]y.as  any  man  could,  the  vast  extent 
of  power  enjoyed  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin,  but  he  be^ed  to 
remind  the  House  that  the  possession  of 
that  power  was  one  of  the  very  bad  symp- 
toms which  Ireland  betrayed ;  no  OEie  for 
a  single  moment  could  deny,  that  the  pos- 
session of  so  much  iiifioence  by  oneinilivi- 
doal,  that  power  in  any  hand  so  little 
checked  ot  controlled,  was  evidence  of  a 


slate  of  society  which  a  wise  and  beneficent 
Legislature  would  use  every  effort  to 
ameliorate.  The  mere  existence  of  that 
power  waa  the  most  irresistible  argument 
that  could  be  adduced  in  favour  of  the 
measure  then  before  the  House ;  for  in 
what  did  the  influence  and  ascendancy  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  consist  ? 
Did  he  derive  it  fromany  Act  of  Parliament, 
otfrom  any  authority  of  the  State?  No. 
It  was  conferred  on  and  secured  to  hiui  by 
the  free  will  and  pleasure  of  the  people; 
and  if  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  made  that 
deference  which  the  people  of  Ireland 
thought  proper  to  pay  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  a  reason  for  refusing  to  the  Irish 
people  the  power  of  managing  their  own 
concerns,  then  thej  were  bound,  in  com- 
mon sense  and  reason,  to  carry  their  prin- 
ciple much  further.  They  ought  in  that 
case  to  proceed  to  legislate  against  every 
principle  of  popular  government  altoge- 
ther. They  must  deprive  the  Irish  people 
of  all  the  political  power  they  now  pos- 
sessed. Now,  he  could  understand  how 
formerly  such  views  might  possibly  have 
been  entertained.  He  reprobated,  indeed. 
sad  condemned,  but  at  all  events  he  could 
comprehend  such  policy  formerly  being 
adopted  with  regard  to  the  great  bulk  of 
the  people  of  Jreland,  who  were  considered 
to  have  been  created  only  to  administer 
to  the  wants  and  pleasures  of  the  dominant 
few — of  those  who  treated  them  as  hewers 
of  wood  and  drawers  of  water,  and  ex- 
cluded them  from  all  political  and  civil 
rights.  That  policy,  far  removed  from 
true  wisdom,  was  nevertheless  the  result 
of  a  stern  and  cruel  necessity — the  neces- 
sity of  maintaining  a  stern  and  cruel  system 
of  government.  But  the  very  Brst  relax- 
ation of  ibe  penal  code  was  fettered  with 
a  consequence  that  could  not  possibly  be 
avoided.  That  first  step  necessarily  led 
by  degrees  to  those  measures  of  further 
amelioration  which  had  followed.  The 
'hole  ailment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Sergeant,  the  Member  for  Bandon,  wus 
directed  not  against  allowing  the  people 
the  management  of  their  own  local  affairs, 
but  against  allowing  them  to  choose  Mem- 
bers to  represent  them  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  He  actually  told  the  House 
that  the  commissioners  for  paving  and 
lighting  the  town  of  Youghail  were  ap- 
pointed and  acted  with  a  total  absence  of 
party  spirit,  uiitit  the  noble  Lord,  ih: 
Member  for  South  Lancashire,  reformed 
the  Irish  boroughs.  But  if  they  would 
2Y2 
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look  at  tlie  conieqneDCM  of  refuaing  to 
pau  this  Bill,  they  would  aee  that  instead 
of  prerenting  the  danger  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  apprehended  from  its  adoption, 
they  would  increase  the  danger  tenfold. 
What  was  it  that  enabled  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dnblin  to  wield  at  his 
.pleasure  the  popular  will  of  Ireland  ?  Let 
them  look  back  to  the  hiatoiy  of  the  last 
few  years,  and  they  would  htTC  no  diffi- 
culty in  answering  that  question.  They 
had  created  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  an  opinion  that  he  alone  was  their 
advocate,  protector,  and  fnend,  and  that 
the  British  Legislature  refused  to  do  them 
justice.  It  was  their  having  created  this 
impression  that  gave  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  the  power  he  possessed.  As  they 
could  not  tske  from  the  people  of  Ireland 
those  political  powers  the  Legislature  had 
given  them,  theonly  safe  policy  they  could 
now  pursue  was  (o  endeavour  to  diminish 
the  temptation  to  abuse  those  powers,  and 
to  diminish  the  influence  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  by  gaining  back  to 
the  Government  and  to  the  Imperial  Le- 
gislature that  respect  and  those  affections 
which  never  ought  to  be  taught  to  direct 
themselves  lo  any  other  quarter.  This 
was  the  mistake  which  hoD.  Gentlemen 
opposite  made :  they  looked  only  to  one 
side  of  the  question.  They  regarded  the 
evils  to  be  apprehended,  and  forgot  the 
advantages  to  be  obtained  by  the  pro- 
posed change.  By  giving  the  Irish  people 
confidence  in  the  Government  and  the 
Legislature,  they  would  wean  their  affec- 
tions from  other  quarters.  They  would  do 
more.  They  would  teach  them  how  to 
exercise  with  safety  to  the  country  end  ad- 
vantage to  themselves  those  political  pow- 
ers which  they  already  possessed.  The 
right  hen.  Baronet  had  asked  whether  the 
House  were  prepared  to  make  these  towns 
so  many  <■  normal  schools  of  peaceful  agi- 
tation?" The  right  hon.  Baronet  was 
ever  ready  to  take  advantage  of  any  care- 
less expression  which  might  drop  from  an 
opponent.  But  there  was  great  truth  in 
what  had  been  stated  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin  as  to  these 
towns  becoming  "normal  schools;"  and 
in  his  (Lord  Howick's)  opinion,  instead  of 
that  being  a  reason  for  voting  against  this 
Bill,  it  was  a  reason  for  passing  it  into  a 
law.  He  believed  that  the  Irish  Corpora- 
tions would  be  "  normal  schools,"  not  of 
agitation,  but  for  teaching  the  people  of 
Ireland  the  right  use  of  the  powers  of  self- 
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government.  He  believed  that  they,  by 
degrees,  would  create  the  element*  of  aa 
enlightened  and  indepeodent  pnblico|>i- 
nion,  in  which  only  there  was  hope,  in 
which  only  there  was  safety  for  this  coun- 
try. While  the  people  of  Ireland  renramed 
in  their  present  feverish  and  excited  state, 
there  was  no  permanent  rafety  for  this 
country ;  but  when  by  the  exercise  of  theii 
political  powers  they  became  accustoKwd 
to  their  use,  and  when  an  independent 
public  opinion  should  be  created,  then  thii 
country  would  have  no  cause  to  fear  the 
influence  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member, 
or  of  any  other  individual.  That  hon.  and 
learned  Member  had  stated  that  he  wti 
willing  lo  co-operate  with  the  Govemineni 
and  the  Legislature  to  bring  to  pus  that 
which  would  effectually  sap  the  foonda- 
tion  of  his  power.  He  (Lord  Howick) 
perceived  by  the  countenance  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  that  he  disbe- 
lieved that  assertion.  But  were  that  ss- 
sertion  true,  or  were  it  false,  the  policy 
this  House  ought  to  pursue  was  one  and 
the  same.  Let  tbem  take  advanuge  of 
the  interval  of  freedom  from  agitation  diat 
now  prevailed  to  do  real  and  complete 
jnstice  to  Ireland — let  them  hold  a  firm 
hand  between  contending  parties,  and  he 
doubted  not  that  by  d^ees  an  enlight- 
ened public  opinion  would  be  created,  in 
which  they  alone  could  hope  to  find  res' 
and  permanent  security.  Why,  said  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  substitute  one 
system  of  exclusion  for  that  of  another 
system  of  exclusion  7  Did  hon.  Gentle- 
men understand  the  meaning  of  exclu- 
sion ?  The  exclusion  of  an  insigoiBcanl 
minority  from  the  municipal  body  was  one 
of  the  necessary  consequences  of  a  consti- 
tutional form  of  self.^vernment.  It  wa) 
a  thing  they  could  'not  avoid.  But  the 
exclusion  of  which  he  and  his  friends 
complained,  was  an  exclusion  resting  npoD 
the  principle  of  self- election,  which  enabled 
parties  to  exercise  their  power  for  their  own 
benefit.  But  how  could  such  a  principle 
he  applied  to  a  body  consisting  of  a  ma- 
jority who  were  themselves  interested  to 
prevent  jobbing?  He  should  sincerdy 
regret,  if  on  account  of  religion  either  pd 
the  Protestant  cities  of  the  north,  or  the 
Catholic  citie^  of  the  south,  those  »ho 
differed  from  the  majority  should  be  per- 
manently excluded  from  the  Corporations. 
Nnr,  in  Bpite  of  all  the  attempts  to  e«rW 
religious  animosity,  did  he  believe  ihit 
feelings  of  animosity  had  risen  to  lucb  > 
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state.  But  be  could  not  help  remarking, 
that  hon.  Gentlemeo  who  put  forward  this 
objection,  ought  to  be  cautious  how  they 
revived  and  inflamed  that  religioua  spirit 
of  animosity.  He  heard  almost  with  dis- 
gust—certainly  with  a  feel  lag  of  the  most 
painful  kind — the  questions  which  in  the 
begiDDing  of  the  evening  were  addressed 
to  an  hon,  and  learned  Friend  near  him 
(Lord  Howick)  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Sergeant,  the  Member  for  Bandon.  Did 
the  House  mark  the  emphasis,  and  hear 
the  way  in  which  that  hon.  and  learned 
Member  inquired  whether  he  had  appointed 
this  Roman  Catholic  barrister  and  that 
Roman  Catholic  barrister  to  different  si- 
tuations? He  was  almost  sorry  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  answered  the  question. 
Had  the  question  been  addressed  to  him, 
be  should  have  said — ihat  a  question 
addressed  in  that  offensive  manner  he 
would  not  auawer.  He  would  say  in  this 
House,  and  everywhere  else,  that  in  mat- 
ters of  appointment  to  public  situations 
he  knew  not  the  Roman  Catholic  or  the 
Protestant.  He  was  glad  to  hear  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  who  spoke 
last  disclaim  having  been  a  party  to  the 
getting  up  of  that  most  odious  cry  of 
"  No  Poperr."  But  could  all  the  hon. 
Members  on  that  side  hold  the  same  lan- 
guage? He  wished  to  know,  had  no 
encouragement  been  given  by  Gentlemen 
sitting  opposite  to  him,  to  those  reverend 
itinerants  who  during  the  recess  had  heen 
going  about  the  country  preaching  reli- 
gious intolerance  in  the  name  of  Proteit- 
BDtisnii  which  mied  upon  the  right  of 
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private  judgment,  and  hatred  and  religious 
animosity  in  the  name  of  Christianity, 
which  was  the  religion  of  peace  and  cha- 
rity ?  But  he  did  hope  that  the  efforts  of 
those  missionaries  of  mischief  to  fan  the 
flame  of  religious  animosity  had  not  so  far 
succeeded,  as,  if  the  House  should  pass 
this  Bill,  would  make  the  election  of  tlia 
town-councils  an  instrument  of  rejecting 
the  Protestant  minority  from  all  corporate 
offices.  But  if  they  did  reject  the  Bill  in 
fear  that  that  would  be  the  result — and 
on  the  ground  that  Catholic  and  Protes- 
tant could  not  mutually  concur  in  the 
management  of  those  interests  which  were 
common  to  them  all,  they  would  do  more 
than  those  most  mischievous  individuals  to 
perpetuate  that  most  fatal  and  injurious 
feeling.  He  did,  therefore,  hope  the  House 
would  consider  well  before  it  should  agree 
to  adopt  tlie  measure  which  had  been  pro- 
posed by  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  He 
trusted,  before  they  determined  to  do  so, 
they  would  coolly  and  impartially  view 
what  would  be  the  real  and  substantial 
difference  between  the  two  projects.  He 
was  convinced  that  if  they  would  give  their 
attention  to  that  question  they  would  see 
nothing  whatever  in  the  Bill  now  on  the 
table  which  justified  those  imputations 
which  had  been  cast  upon  it,  and  that  by 
rejecting  it  they  would,  without  any  real 
or  intelligible  object  to  them,  both  gratui- 
tously and  wantonly  inflict  a  deep,  and, 
he  was  afraid,  almost  an  irieparable  insult, 
on  the  Irish  people. 
The  debate  wm  B<ijourned. 
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A  better  Report  of  the  Speech  of  S.  Grove  Price,  Esq.  on  the  Motiom 
"  that  the  Report  an  the  Address  be  agreed  to  "  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
Febnarif  &. 


Mr.  Orove  Price  rose  amidst  consider- 
able conrusion  and  interruptioa.  The 
hon.  Member  said,  if  ihe  feeling  of  ihe 
Hoase  were  expressed  against  his  address- 
ing it  on  the  subject  to  which  his  hon. 
Friend  had  made  such  jnst  and  pointed 
reference,  he  should  bow  to  its  decision 
and  be  silent;  but  if  it  were  meant  to 
resist  him  b;  unseemly  clamour  and  ofTen- 
sive  interruptions,  then  he  should  perse- 
vere in  Tindicating  his  privilege  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament,  and  delirer  his  opin- 
ions. He  would  asic,  was  it  decorous  and 
fair  for  any  hon.  Member,  or  party  of 
Members,  to  insult  and  thwart  another 
Member,  when  he  stood  forward  to  deliver 
his  free  and  conscientious  opinions?  Was 
this  the  usage  of  Parliament?  Was  this 
"  fair  play,"  in  which  Englishmen  so  much 
excelled  f  He  would  appeal  not  only  to 
the  honour  but  to  the  justice  of  the  House. 
He  would,  in  despite  of  any  factions  cla- 
mour, maintain  his  own  principles,  which 
were  the  principles  of  the  British  nation — 
the  principles  of  liberality,  impaniality, 
and  humanity — principles  that  were  as 
much  opposed  to  dishonourable  dealing 
ss  they  were  (o  reckless  and  unprovoked 
cruelly.  He  would,  therefore,  not  allow 
himselr  to  be  beaten  down  by  factious 
ejaculations,  which  reflected  disgrace  on 
the  parties,  in  delivering  his  opinions  on 
the  present  uncalled-for  and  unprincipled 
interference  by  our  Government  in  the 
civil  commotions  of  Spain,  He  did  not 
regret  his  having  abstained  from  entering 
into  the  discussion  on  this  point  last  night, 
because  he  did  not  wish  to  encumber  the 
general  question  of  the  debate  on  the 
Address  with  any  irrelevant  and  desultory 
dissertations  on  an  isolated  subject  He 
thought  itlietler  to  hear  the  arguraentt  of 
(he  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Robert  Peel), 
on  the  whole  subject  of  the  Speech,  than 
create  interruption  by  the  expression  of 
•bti  own  viem  on  an  isolated  point — a  dis- 


sertation on  our  foreign  policy  as  aSecting 
Spain.  He  did  not  appear  before  the 
House  as  the  propounder  of  abstract  opin- 
ions, or  as  8  mere  political  or  raoai 
theorist ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  deep 
experience  of  the  actual  condition  of  Spain 
foe  the  last  two  years— that  country 
which  was  the  theatre  of  British  glory  for 
so  long  a  period,  to  which  we  were  bound 
by  so  many  noble  and  interesting  ties, 
and  whose  prosperity  or  degradation  must 
affect  us  either  in  the  way  of  celebrity  or 
humiliation.  But  it  was  not  merely  a  feel- 
ing for  the  interest  of  Spain  that  impelled 
him  so  much  as  a  love  for  iuilice  and 
humanity  to  raise  his  voice  in  bumble  bat 
resolute  dissent,  not  unmixed  with  indig- 
nation, from  the  style  and  spirit  in  which 
the  barbarian  policy  of  the  present  rnlen 
of  Spain  had  been  alluded  to,  with  to  much 
inflation  of  unprincipled  and  unmerited 
panegyric.  Whenerer  and  wherever  Ike 
brutal  conduct  of  thfe  present  Ooversment 
of  Spain  was  spoken  of  in  terms  uf  com- 
mendation, no  matter  how  high  the  qiiai- 
Eer  or  great  the  authority  might  have 
been  whence  the  praise  might  come,  be, 
as  &  man  with  the  feelings  of  a  Christian, 
"  considering  that  nothing  human  was 
alien  from  his  consideration  and  sym- 
pathy," should  and  ever  would,  receive  it 
with  sturdy  remonstrance  and  indignant 
disclaimer.  The  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
and  the  Address,  spoke  of  "  the  vigour  and 
prudence"  of  the  Queen  of  Spain.  Where 
was  that  vigour  displayed  ?  It  was  found 
anywhere  but  in  the  field.  If  anywhere 
found,  it  was  only  to  be  found  in  the  cruel 
butchery  of  unoffending  and  helplew  mul- 
titudes by  savage  banditti,  whetted  on  by 
the  stimulants  of  authority,  and  inflamed 
by  political  rancour.  Where  waa  theit 
prudence  exhibited  ?  It  was  not  in  the 
wise  and  temperate  councils  of  a  Govern- 
ment anxious  for  the  perpetuity  of  general 
concord  among  the  people,  for  the  preier- 
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vation  of  their  happineis  and  the  security 
of  tUeir  liberties.  It  was  DOt  surely  to  b« 
■een  in  the'  wild  saturnulia  of  atrocities 
that  niarlced  the  career  of  one  of  her 
favoured  .^nerals,  who  had  marked  bis 
way  with  the  blood  of  his  countrymen,  a 
raaa  dead  to  all  the  commiseration  and 
com pu actions  of  humao  nature,  whose 
name  must  go  down  the  stream  of  time 
encumbered  and  blasted  with  the  execra- 
tions of  a  feeling  and  discriminating;  pos- 
terity. Yes,  he  would  not  hesitate  to 
brand  with  the  name  of  monster  a  man 
who,  professing;  himself  to  be  a  great  and 
old  patriot,  would  strew  his  road  of  con- 
quest with  the  bodies  of  his  own  coun- 
trymen, whose  success  was  only  to  be 
registered  by  the  ex  term  in  at  ion  of  whole 
villages,  the  decimation  of  the  people  and 
the  [ears  and  cries  of  orphaned  children 
and  widowed  mothers.  What  otlier  name 
than  that  of  monster  could  he  give  to  the 
hoary  butcher  uf  Catatonia  ?  "Vigour 
and  pnideace,"  indeed !  What  an  abuse 
ofnamesl  what  a  mockery  of  justice  and 
moralal  Ifthe  Miiiistersof  the  King,  or 
the  noble  Lord,  whose  peculiar  department 
it  is  to  superintend  the  loreign  relations  of 
the  country,  and  who  seems  to  look  on 
the  mighly  and  complex  interests  of 
Contiuental  States  with  as  much  levity 
and  heedlesanesa  as-  he  would  an  useless 
haic-dya,  were  to  add  to  "  vigour  and 
prudence"  the  word  "  mercy"  the 
climax  of  insult  and  derision  would  be 
complete;  and  it  would  Bll  up  the 
of  the  bitterest  and  most  nufeeling 
that  ever  fell  from  the  lips  of  man.  Was  it 
''  vigour  and  prndence" — for  it  was  either 
as  much  as  it  was  "  commisarHtion" — 
to  .drag  forth  the  helpless  children 
before  the  Bles  of  bristling  troops,  and 
then  compel  the  fathers  to  discharge  the 
contents  of  their  loaded  musketry  into 
the  bodies  of  those  who  sprung  from  their 
own  loins?  He  should  apologise  for  his 
warmth,  but  it  was  natural  warmth,  for  who 
could  feel  cool  and  composed  iu  the  con- 
templatioo  of  these  unmatched  barbarities? 
What  would  the  House  or  the  country  say 
when  they  found  that  these  infuriated 
brutalities  were  not  the  sudden  nod  giddy 
impulse  of  excited  politics  or  of  religious 
entbu«asm,  but  of  a  cold,  predelennined 
and  savage  imitation  of  the  demon  cruel- 
ties committed  at  Nantes,  under  that 
ministerial  apostle  of  democracy,  Fouche  ? 
It  was  not  enough  to  kill  life — revenge  was 
carried  beyond  the  gates  of  death,  and 
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bodies  of  the  victims  were  exposed  to  the 
most  revolting  indignities.  Yet  these 
were  the  men  whom  the  Councillors  of 
his  Majesty  represent  and  laud  as  fit  ob- 
jects for  freedom  and  proper  Membera  of 
a  represenlative  Government.  The  name 
of  liberty  was  prostituted  and  degraded  in 
such  a  cause.  These  men  were  unfit  for 
rational  or  constitutional  liberty.  Their 
liberty  was  ibe  dissoluteness  of  brigands.  If 
they  were  fit  for  liberty,  let  them  first  intro- 
duce some  defined  and  fixed  plan  of  good 
government — some  staple  principles  of 
justice— some  steady  ci>de  of  human 
morals.  It  was  true,  a  few  were  punished, 
because  they  chose  to  erect  a  constitu- 
tional stone,  or  some  such  foolery ;  but 
the  great  authors  of  these  sanguinary  crimes 
escHped.  All  this,  no  doubt,  might  be  con- 
sidered as  evidence  of  the  vigour  of  Govern- 
ment ;  but  what  had  been  the  proof  of  its 
prudence?  It  consisted  in  the  conBscalion 
of  Church  property— with  what  view?  To 
feed  the  speculating  vultures  of  the  Stock 
Exchanges  of  Europe.  He  should  be 
sorry  to  encourage  any  system  of  repre-  ■ 
sentative  or  civil  Constitution,  which 
would  repay  hireling  delegates  from  the 
confiscation  of  settled  property.  This 
would  not  be  justice,  the  great  and  boun- 
tiful moiher  of  civil  institutions,  as  she  is 
the  nurse  and  mother  of  our  individual 
connexions  and  relaUons  with  each  other. 
What  is  justice?  It  is  not  a  pure  abstrac- 
tion merely,  defined  and  definable  accord- 
ing to  the  fancy  of  every  interested  and 
rotten-hearted  speculator.  It  is  a  princi- 
ple that  applies  equally  to  all  men,  guard- 
ing, above  all  things,  the  sacred  and  old- 
fixed  rights  of  property.  It  is  the  same 
whether  it  affects  individuals  or  commu- 
nities. It  was  on  such  grounds  that  he 
should  resist  the  confiscation  of  Church 
property,  although  he  would  modify  and 
so  arrange  it  as  to  make  it  conducive  to 
the  greatest  possible  good.  He  was  sur- 
prised that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Dublin  (Mr.  O'Connell)  did  not  de- 
nounce  this  wholesale  confiscation  with 
all  that  vehemence  and  daring  with  which 
he  denounced  even  imaginary  wrongs. 
He  professed  himself  a  rigid  Catholic, 
anxious,  above  all  things,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Catholic  ascendancy  in  its 
good  old  character.  But  why  should  he 
be  surprised  ?  The  confiscation  in  Spain 
was  for  the  advancement  of  revolution 
and  the  good  of  democracy,  and,  as  such, 
it  did  not  come  within  the  range  of  his 


1391 


Speech  of 


censure.  He  advocated  confiscation 
home,  but  he  blinked  the  question  of 
CoaRseation  abroad.  He  was  a  good 
Catbolic,  doubtless,  and  wished  to  steer 
clear  of  any  expression  that  might  affect 
his  Church.  How  loud  would  have  been 
his  denunciation  if,  the  Question  of  Irish 
Tithes  not  intervening,  this  subject  of,  thi 
confiscation  of  Church  property  weie  thi 
only  question  that  engrossed  his  mind' 
He  would  now  venture  to  allude  to  the 
hope  expressed  in  the  Address,  tht 
Carlist  party  in  Spain  would  soon  be 
crushed  by  the  measure  now  adopted 
against  them.  He  could  not  join  in  that 
hope.  He  had  some  knowledge  of  Spain 
from  information  derived  from  friends  who 
had  been  much  in  that  country.  He 
believed  that  Spain  was  at  present  divided 
into  two  great  parlies,  of  one  of  which  the 
Queen's  parly  was  a  mere  fraction.  The 
liberal  party,  as  it  was  called,  consisted  of 
people  in  office,  and  of  men  who  held 
republican  opinions.  Since  the  "  _ 
Gtl  Bias,  the  Spanish  nobles  were  fond  of 
salaries — they  would  support  any  Govern- 
ment. They  were  fond  of  luxurious  ease, 
and  full  of  their  own  importance;  they 
were  not,  therefore,  the  men  likely  to  make 
a  struggle  for  their  own  independence. 
In  the  civil  commotions  that  raged  in 
that  country  of  late  they  had  been  ex- 
cluded from  power,  because  of  incapacity; 
and  this  exclusion  rendered  them  still 
more  incapable.  A  late  intelligent  French 
Minister  bad  described  them,  with  some 
honourable  exceptions,  as  sunk  in  the 
lowest  physical  as  well  as  moral  degrada- 
■  tioD.  These  were  the  men  who  welcomed 
Joseph,  and  hailed  the  tyranny  of  Napo- 
leon, and  if  they  succeeded  in  crushing 
Don  Carlos  would  hurl  Christiana  and 
her  daughter  from  the  throne  in  less 
than  six  months.  That  party  possessed 
the  sea-norts;  it  enrolled  in  its  ranks 
nearly  all  the  men  of  letters  in  .Spain 
.—that  he  admitted;  it  had  also  on 
its  side  all  the  race  of  speculators ;  it  em- 
braced a  small  number  of  the  apostate 
clergy,  a  small  portion  of  the  respectable 
population  of  the  towns,  and  the  rabble 
everywhere,  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Carlist  party  consisted  not  of  those  whom 
the  noble  Lord  had  described  as  its  mem- 
bers some  eight  months  ago.  It  was  not 
confined  entirely  to  the  four  Basque 
provinces.  That  party  formed  the  mass 
of  the  rural  population  of  Spain.  It 
fotmed  I  Urge  divUioD  ia  th«  (9wni:  Hi 
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had  the  clergy  to  a  man ;  it  had  the  whole 
of  that  noble  order  of  men  whom  we 
designate  Yeomen  ;  it  had  also  the  entire 
order  of  the  peasantry.  He  had  a  Return 
from  the  Secretary-at-War  to  Don  Carlos, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  there  were, 
at  this  moment,  in  arms,  100,000  powerful 
and  determined  men,  all  anxious  to  support 
the  cause  of  that  Prince.  [Latighter.] 
If  the  noble  Viscount  (Viscount  Palmer- 
ston)  doubted  the  fact,  he  would  show 
him  the  Return.  Besides  their  numbers, 
there  were  other  reasons  why  the  Cariist 
cause  must  succeed.  He  wished  that  the 
noble  Viscount,  before  he  plunged  the 
country  into  difficulties,  of  which  no  man 
could  now  say,  that  he  saw  the  end,  had 
studied  the  character  of  the  people  of 
Spain.  Look,  he  would  say,  at  the  different 
characters  of  the  combating  armies.  Hie 
Carliits  were  under  the  impulse  of  four  of 
the  Blrongest  feehngs  which  influenced 
the  heart  of  man.  First  of  all,  they  were 
a  people  of  a  simple  and  pastoral  race, 
long  accustomed  to  their  own  habits  and 
institntions.  They  had  lived  and  died  as 
their  forefathers  had  lived  and  died. 
[Laughter],  He  Iwlieved  that  he  had  used 
one  word  in  mistake.  He  would  withdraw 
the  word  "  died,"  and  would  use  the  word 
"  succeeded,"  in  its  stead.  The  first  prin- 
ciple, then,  on  which  the  Carlists  were 
nerved  was  one  which  the  noble  Viscount 
would  be  astonished  to  hear  as  coming 
from  his  lips;  but  from  their  long  habits 
of  independence,  and  from  the  tittle  super- 
intendence  of  their  Government,  they  bad 
contracted  something  of  the  sternness  and 
resoluteness  of  the  Republican  character. 
They  had  next  a  devoted  attachment  to 
their  institutions,  which  they  had  pos- 
sessed from  a  jieriod  long  antecedent  to 
(he  earliest  Charier  granted  to  the  people 
of  this  couniry.  These  institutions  had 
all  been  destroyed  by  the  tyrannical  Go- 
vernment of  Madrid.  The  third  principle 
hich  they  were  embued,  was  the 
principle  of  religion — they  were  attached 
to  their  clergy,  end  the  massacre*  of 
Barcelona^of  Saragossa,  and  of  Madrid, 
were  not  likely  to  attach  them  to  their 
new  masters.  The  fourth  principle  waa 
the  principle  of  chivalry,  which  had  in- 
duced  them  to  rally  round  the  standard  of 
a  Prince,  who  preferred  to  a  life  of  easei 
and  indulgence,  and  wealth,  the  assenioD, 
amidst  privation,  and  distress,  and  danger, 
of  the  rights  which  bad  fallen  upon  him, 
u  the  dMCVodaatof  the  fint  Sotsto^  jo 
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Europe,  and  who  had  chosen  to  share  the 
bivouac  of  his  soldiers,  rather  than  disgrace 
and  dejcntde  himaelf  by  accepting  the 
miserable  pension  which  the  Govemment 
of  the  Queen  proposed  to  dole  out  to  hii 
What  was  the  party  arrayed  against  hi 
on  the  other  side?  Were  they  not  men 
who,  beiog  actually  dragged  into  the  field, 
without  the  slightest  interest  but  their  pay, 
were  nuable  to  meet  the  haidy  warriors  ol 
Don  Carlos  in  fair  and  open  fight  ?  Were 
they  able,  he  repeated,  to  contend  with 
such  hardy  warriors)?  No,  wherever  they 
had  met  tnero,  they  had  fled  before  them, 
publishing,  when  their  retreat  was  accom- 
pliihed  in  safety,  fictitious  bulletins  of 
victories  which  they  had  never  achieved. 
Within  the  last  month,  Generals  Cordova 
and  Evans  had  sustained  from  them  more 
thanoneahamefuldefeat  ;and,  lamentable 
as  the  statement  was,  it  was  only  fit  that 
the  House  should  know  it — the  very  arms 
which  this  Government  had  sent  from 
England,  were  the  first  weapons  embrued 
iu  the  blood  of  Englishmen.  The  conduct 
of  the  pnrtizans  of  Don  Carlos,  at  the 
same  time,  was  moderate  and  humane  in 
comparison.  For  eight  months  they  had 
under  every  provocation  abstained  from 
reprisals.  Wheu  the  gallant  Zumala- 
carregui  sent  back  two  prisoners  to  Que- 
■ada,  it  was  rewarded  by  the  murder  of  an 
unarmed  and  wounded  volunteer,  and  of 
a  local  Magistrate  suspected  of  Carlism. 
The  conduct  of  bis  opponents  was  marked 
by  the  most  heartless  cruelty.  They  had 
shot  their  wounded  prisoners — they  had 
massacred  whole  villages — they  had  deci- 
mated their  own  ranks  to  prevent  deser- 
tion— and,  notwithstanding  all  this,  of 
which  he  could  not  suppose  the  noble 
Viscount  to  be  ignorant,  the  noble  Vis' 
count  had  come  down,  with  his  bland  and 
dulcet  voice,  to  inform  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  the  prudent  and  vigorous 
conduct  of  the  Queen's  Government  would 
soon  restore  tranquillity  to  Spain.  He 
had  read,  he  must  say,  with  deep  horror, 
hoping  it  was  a  forgery,  a  letter  which  bad 
appeared  in  the  public  newspapers,  and 
which  purported  to  be  written  by  the  noble 
Viscount  to  a  most  venerable  man,  the 
Bishop  of  Leon.  The  Bishop  of  Leon  was 
ansioui  that  the  Christioos  of  Spain  should 
be  less  prodigal  of  blood  than  they  had 
been  for  some  montl 
that  great  object  of '. 
to  the  noble  Viscot 
R  cter^mao,  nqu' 
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influence  lo  save  the  lives  of  twenty- seven 
of  his  countrymen,  who  had  been  captured 
by  aSpsnish  cruiseroffthecoast  of  Spain, 
whilst  sailing  under  the  prolection  of  the 
British  flag.  What  was  the  answer  which 
the  Bishop  of  Leon  received  from  the 
noble  Viscount?  No  answer,  so  far  aa 
the  safety  of  tho^e  unfortunate  men  was 
concerned.  He  did,  indeed,  obtain  a 
reply  lo  his  application,  but  it  was  la  a 
tone  more  petulant,  acrimonious,  and 
flippant,  than  became  a  Minister  of  the 
British  Crown.  In  answering  that  petition 
for  mercy,  the  noble  Viscount  went  outof 
his  way  to  bring  a  charge  against  Don 
Carlos,  of  having  prescribed  to  his  officers 
and  soldiers,  the  assassination  of  their 
prisoners  as  a  military  duty,  and  after  do- 
ing that,  proceeded  to  sneer  at  the  motives 
of  the  Bishop  of  Leon,  who,  he  was  in- 
formed,  was  a  pattern  of  that  faith  which 
he  believed  and  professed.  What  could 
have  drawn  down  the  peculiar  indignation 
of  the  noble  Viscount  upon  that  Prelate? 
The  Bishop  of  Leon  had  ever  maintained 
with  consistency  the  principles  of  hisyoutb. 
He  had  never  abandoned  his  friends  lo 
league  with  his  enemies  from  selfish  or 
corrupt  motives.  He  had  not  been  perched 
upon  an  eminence,  like  a  half-rusty  wea- 
thercock, moveable  at  every  gale  of  self- 
interest.  He  had  preferred  to  the  allure- 
ments of  ease  and  wealth,  and  elevated 
station,  an  unsullied  name,  though  in 
indigence  and  exile.  What  could  have 
excited  the  angry  feeling  of  the  noble 
Viscount?  Spain  was  a  member  of  the 
great  European  community,  and  her  in- 
ternal tranquillity  must  always  form  matter 
of  deep  interest  to  the  other  branches  of 
the  community,  inasmuch  as  there  could 
not  be  a  Revolution  in  one  State  of  Eu- 
rope at  present  without  something  like 
injury  accruing  to  every  other.  But  when 
he  looked  to  the  condition  of  Spain,  and 
heard  men  express  hopes  for  its  peace  and 
tranquillity,  and  saw  nothing  there  hut 
scenes  of  riot  and  disorder,  he  felt  that  he 
lid  not  close  his  remarks  upon  that  sub- 
ject better  than  by  reminding  the  House 
f  an  ohserratioD  which  had  been  made  by 
great  master  of  men  and  manners,  whose 
immortal  ^vorks  still  attracted  the  sane 
attention  which  they  had  attracted  2,000 
years  ago : — "  In  turbas  et  discordias  pea- 
a  «ts — pax  «t  quiet 
It."    To ■turnt 
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friendship  with  Loaia  Philippe,  the  bero 
of  the  bsnicxdef,  the  Monarch  of  the  glo- 
rioas  dajBof  July,  the  friend  of  the  Preit  I 
("  Hear,  Juar."]  Aye,  there's  the  nib. 
He  knew  that  in  the  opinion  of  some  hon. 
OentlemenaThroBecouldonly  be  hallowed 
hy  illegitimacy.  A  legitimate  Monarch 
conid  not  have  done  one-hondredth  part  of 
what  Louis  Philippe  had  done.  Nicholas 
of  Ruuia,  with  alt  hit  barbaric  pomp  and 
power,  dared  not  attempt  a  tenth  part  of 
the  tyranny  of  Louis  Philippe.  The  French 
were  now  paying  the  penalty  of  thai  great 
■ahirnalia  of  iniquity  in  which  they  had 
revelled  during  their  Revolution ;  and  such 
waa  the  destruction  of  every  harrier  against 
detpoilsm  which  then  took  place,  that  it 
was  now  found  impossible  to  construct  the 
bbric  of  a  Conalitutional  Monarchy  with- 
out making  the  nation  previously  undergo 
ibe  ordeal  of  an  abtolute  Oriental  despot- 
isD).  He  wished  to  put  the  noble  Viscount 
opposite  on  his  guard  wiih  respect  to  the 
alliance  with  France,  which  he  had  every 
reason  to  believe  the  nobis  Viscount  would 


find  hollow  and  uncertain  as  a  building  of 
unlempered  DKiTtar.  FreochmsB  never 
would  forget  (be  victories  over  theaa, 
achieved  by  British  armsr  the  present 
generation  thirsted  for  revenge— the  next 
would  inherit  ifaeir  feeUngs  and  tr«ad  in 
their  footsteps:  and  an  English  aUio&Gft, 
unless  for  some  innaediate  and  inleresled 
purpose,  would  always  excite  the  detests 
tion  of  tiie  French,  because  this  coantry 
had  hurled  their  idol  from  his  Throne  of 
power,  uid  erected  the  standard  of  Eng- 
land on  the  heights  of  Montraartre.  The 
trophies  of  Waterloo  would  not  suffer  the 
ardent  sons  of  France  to  sleep.  One 
country  had  been  at  the  bead  of  the  lUvtH 
lutionary  MovauuHt  for  years,  as  th«  other 
hadAeen  the  leader  of  the  Conaervative 
party  of  Europe ;  and  it  was  not  to  be 
imagined,  considering  the  circa mslutces 
and  the  jealou'iiet  to  which  be  had  referred, 
that  an  allisoce  betveen  France  and  Eng- 
land could  be  reckoned  upon  at  stable  or 
pemuHieDt. 
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Tdrkbt. 


atar:.r 

CscUttnl 

.lb.. 

EXPORTS  TO  HUSSIA. 

•  EXPORTS  TO  TURKEY, 

wn. 

». 

c™. 

iBCmiHl. 

""■ 

18». 

Dccnucd 

I™-. 

78,861 

AS 

S6t,Sl6 

119^ 
c 

'1 

BS,W 

3,»M 
0 

6W. 

6.M1 
I^ 

»M81 

3M9! 

87S,»1»I 

31^10 

1,013,5*4 

STADi 

atfin 

7.3; 

9.156 

11.310 

^f:^:.::::::: 

Oakk^ver 

"cX 

wooiomi 

CoMFARATivz  Statement  of  tie  Shipfiho  Emfldted  in  ■ 
United  Kingsou  mtk  Russia  a«d  Turkbi 


RUSSIA. 

TURKEY.                 1 

*ia«. 

lUt. 

1B«. 

183*. 

-   1 

Wp.. 

Tom. 

SMp. 

t™. 

Ship.. 

T... 

SUp. 

Torn. 
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69 
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514,388 

53. 

100,563 
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M,WI 

B74 

39.4n 

■4 
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1.  We  seefrom  the  above  tables,  that  tbe  main  feature  of  ihe  export  trade  from  Great  Britain 
to  Russia  ii,  that  it  has  decreaied  in  articles  vrhich  are  moat  proBtable  to  ut,  nbile  it  In* 
iocreasedin  those  which  are  ueceasarf  for  Russia  to  enable  ber  to  iMDufactun  in  oppoiititm  (o 
us;  thus:— 

Cotton  gocdt  have,  during  leren  years,  decreased  61/00. 

EafthenTare,  ditto  diltn  6£/00: 

Silk  manubctureE,  ditto  ditto  MlQO. 

Woollen  manuhctuies,        ditto  ditto  1$/W. 

In  trtlcUt  nettttaryfor  her  mmkfactan*, 

Machinery  hiw  incrcued  ...  815/00. 

Cotton  iraol        ditto        ....  107/00. 

Indtgo  ditto        ....  4fi/00; 

Cotton  tirisi       ditto       ....  34/00. 

Duting  tbe  same  time  aU  out  exports  to  Turkey,  with  scarcely  a  single  ezcepUoiii  ban  ia> 
creaied  in  a  most  astonishing  maoDer,  to  wit : —  . 

MaoufiKtund  cotton  bwi  during  Kren  Tcan.  tncrcMcd  193/00,  k)qIc 


BtrthMiMM,  ditto  ditto      130/00. 

Refined  Bugu,  ditto  ditto      17AAW. 

Woolten  msnurMtoref,  ditto  ditto      33S/00. 

Iran  noil  steel,  ditto  ditto       150/00. 

Hardmre  and  caUery,  ditto  ditto       1 16/00. 

Pepper,  ditto      •       diito      150/00. 

Rum,  ditto  dillo     103S/00. 

(n'x.  from  8S39  gallons  to  07,108.) 

"  Indigo         .  -  -  has  increued        1067/00. 

<iiiE.  from  13,0£3  ItH.  to  ISS,430  lln.) 

CMriftligaea  -  •  haaintmued  834/00. 

Ciore*  ....        ditto  439/00. 

Cocbioeal      ....        dilto  3846/UU. 

(viz.  from  1303  llw.  to  36,3£7  1t».) 

Sugar  iinrrliDed     -  -  baa  increased  £61/00. 

3.  The  export  trade  to  Turkey  has  increased  ata  rate  so  rapid,  that,  allhaugli,  in  1B27,  lis 
value  waa  only  30/00  in  conpariaon  to  that  of  Russia,  it  became  almost  equal  in  amount  Id  the 
year  1B34,  being  then  87/00.  With  >uc)i  a  tendency  to  increase,  it  ia  di^cult  to  Toretell  nhat 
extension  this  export  trade  might  attain,  irere  we  lo  adopt  such  commercial  refulaliona  as, 
instead  of  repressing,  might  encourage  our  trade  with  Turkey.  It  must,  also,  be  remembered 
that  our  trade  with  Turltey  is  carried  on  entirely  in  our  own  bottoms,  whereas  that  with  Russia 
is  divided  with  foreign  ships.  The  table  relalinf^  to  shipping  shows  a  decrease  of  British 
tonuage  employed  in  the  Russian  trade,  amounting  to  do  iess  than  tOO,000  tons.  Our  ships, 
too,  go  light  to  Russia,  (o  fetch  the  produce  of  that  country ;  but  they  go  to  Turkey  laden  with 
our  mannfactures  or  colonial  produce.  Moreover,  the  voyage  being  longer,  the  Turkey  trade 
must  be  more  advantageous  to  the  shipping  interest.  Why,  then,  does  not  our  GovemmeDt, 
which  professes  and  cannot  but  feel  a  solicitude  for  the  independence  and  stability  of  the 
Turkish  empire,  adopt  a  system,  which,  by  augmenting  the  riches  and  the  power  of  that 
state, — would  so  powerfully  contribute  lo  those  results,  while  it  would,  at  the  same  time, 
promote  the  interests  of  Great  Britain? 

3.  'However  strong  the  proof  afforded  by  the  above  extracts  of  the  increase  of  our  trad« 
with  Turkey,  it  must  be  observed  that  the  picture  which  those  extracts  present,  is  still  far  below 
the  truth  ;  of  course,  only  those  goods  which  are  shipped  on  beard  vessels  which  clear  for 
Turkey,  form  items  in  the  tables ;  but  the  fact  is,  that  a  vast  amount  of  goods  is  exported  lo 
Turkey,  in  vessels  which  clear  for  different  ports  in  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Levant,  which 
coDsequenlly  does  not  appear  in  the  tables;  the  same  observation  will  apply  to  the  table 
of  shipping.  It  must  also  be  kept  in  mind,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  demand  for  British 
wares  at  the  fairs  of  Germany,  is  from  the  provinces  of  Turkey  bordering  on  the  Austrian 
dominions,  and  that  that  trade,  and  the  trade  even  with  Asiatic  Turkey,  has  at  all  timea  in- 
creased  very  considerably  the  apparent  amouDt  of  our  exportation  to  GeitDany. 

4.  There  is  a  totally  new  source  of  trade,  piofitable  to  Great  Britain,  both  as  an  export 
and  import  one,  now  already  opened  through  the  medium  of  the  Danube,  heretofore  neglected 
or  impracticable,  but  now  encouraged  by  the  supreme  and  local  Turkish  governments;  Ibis 
trade,  Russia,  by  creating  political,  administrative,  and  financial  coufusion  in  all  the  countries 
adjacent  lo  the  Danube,  is  striving  to  crush  in  the  very  outset. 

5.  Formerly  also,  we  were  benefitted  by  a  great  trade  with  the  Circassians,  carried  on  by 
their  own  or  Greek  vessels,  coming  to  Constantinople  for  British  manufaclurea  and  colonial 
produce ;  upwards  of  300  vessels,  with  nearly  three-fourths  of  their  cargoes  thus  composed  used 
to  eoter  into  one  port  of  Citcassia ;  but  now,  Russia  being  in  a  slate  of  war  with  that  people, 
has  the  audacity,  without  the  least  official  intimation  of  the  establishmeat  of  a  blockade,  to 
seiie  and  detain  (sometimes  confiscate)  any  vessel  [no  matter  under  what  flag)  which  approaches 
within  a  certain  number  of  miles,  any  pait  uf  the  coast  between  the  Kuban,  and  the  fron^ 
of  Turkey. 

6.  The  efforts  of  Russia  to  introduce  her  own  manufactures  where  British  have  been 
formerly  used,  are  most  clearly  to  be  seen  in  Northern  Persia,  where  she  has  lately  been  sending, 
through  govamment  agents,  printed  cottons,  and  selling  ihem  at  Tabreei,  at  lower  prices  than 
manufactuters,  with  all  improvements,  could  sell  Ihem  in  Manchester,  before  shipmenL 

7.  In  fine,  you  have  with  Russia  a  decreasing  trade,  an  increasing  one  with  Turkey:  while 
we  have  an  enormous  importation  of  raw  materials  foleaginous  matter  and  timber]  from 
Russia,  which  we  refuse,  though  no  less  abundant  from  Turkey.  In  the  case  of  Russia,  then, 
your  trade  decreases  against  the  nature  of  circumstances,  through  the  spirit  of  her  policy  i — 
in  the  case  of  Turkey,  your  trade  infreoies,  against  the  nature  of  circumstances,  through  the 
spirit  of  her  policy. 

'  The  increue  of  (hia  article  may  be  supposed,  as  in  the  n*e  of  Rufsia,  to  be  an  indicalian  of  a 
great  development  of  maniiracturinif  energy  ; — but  it  is  not  Ruiuia  takes  ifie  whole  of  her  colonial 
produce  through  Enf^lnnd  in  consequence  of  the  lowness  of  frpight.  in  the  empty  vn'riK  Ihnt  Ro  for 
ullav.  We,  therefore,  have  the  measure  of  the  total  importation.  The  increatp  ar»miiar  aniclrs  in 
I'urkry  is  in  consequence  of  her  taking  from  us  what  slie  formerly  took  from  ulhers. 
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Agricultnral  Distress,  1124 
Eccletiatiical  Caurit  CoKtolidoiioH  fiiU,  c. 

324,  67S 
EgertoD,  IiOrd  Francis 

Corporation  Reforni  (Ireland),  1308 

Suty  on  P^r,  8T0 

Spain — Report  on  Address,  134 


EUer,  Sir  John 

ABaira  of  Spain,  977 
Ettgrossing  Acts  i^  ParUamenl,  c.  305. 
Eitcourt,  Thomas 

British  Mosenm,  30B,  310 
Ewart,  William 

British  Muteuni,  310 

CounselforPrisoners,a25,497, 1143,  1150, 
1151,1152 

Disputed  Elections,  913 

Hours  of  Business,  108,115 

New  Houses  of  Pailiamenl,  245 

Printed  Paperj,  272 

Railways,  665 

SpaJn-^Report  on  Address,   131 

ExchequerTithePTVcetteifIrelandJfi.365 
Gxeter,  Binhop  of 
NaUonal  Education  (Ireland)  255,  259,  260, 
261,  363 

Fancotirt,  Major 

Flogging  in  the  Army,  854,  891 
Fector,  John  Minet 

Address — Report — Spaia,  117 
Feet  U>  Officer*  of  the  Uouie — Mr.  Hume'i 

Motion,  c.  21*,  (Aye*,  171,.  Noet,  9S> 

M.  78)  22* 
Ferguson,  Right  Hon.  Cutlar 

Filing  in  the  Army,  888,  891,  B95 

Tithes  ComraaUtion  Bill,  713 
Fergnun,  Robert 

Agrienliunl  Distress  (Scotland)  1136 
Final  Ref^ralion  qf  Voter*,  c.  1139 
Finn,  William  Francis 

Constabalar;  of  Ireland,  549 

Orange  Lodges,  332 
FUhenet  ^England,  c.  301 
Fle^itig  in  the  Arvy,  e.  884      - 
Fraemantle,  Sir  Thomia 

Tilhei  ConmuUtiQD,  69a 
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Frendi,  FitMtephcn 
Poor  l*wa  (Ireland),  132 
Sbannon  NavigatioD,  510 

Giibome,  Thomu 
lUilwayi,  eso,  itia 


Goring,  Harry  Dent 

New  PoorLi<n,  113B 
Goulbntn,  Right  Hoa  Henry 

Diasenien'  MarriageB,  384 

Fees  to  OfGcer*  of  ih«  Hou«,  219 

Final  Registration  of  Voters,  IWl 

MetropoUtao  Railroads,  363 
Goulbuni,  Mr.  Sergeant 

Counsel  for  Prisoners,  498 

Navy  Bstimales,  1353 

PeDsioos  Duties  Bill,  T2G 

Tithes  Commuiation  CBoglaod),  694, 708 
Grahwn,  Sir  James 

Final  Registration  of  Voten,  1141 

Navj  Estimate*,  1349, 1255 

Railways,  CBO,  687 
Grattau,  Henry 

CoDstabulary  of  IteUnd,-  M5 
Grey,  Sir  George 

Canada,  389 

Suia  o!  the  Mauritiiu,  401,  435 
Oreene,  Thomu 
Commutation  of  Tithes  (England),  «9S 
Duty  on  Paper,  87S 
GronenoT,  L«>rd  Rt^iert 

Hew  Ilonsei  of  Parliutent,  343 

Grotc,  George 
Divisiou  oT  the  Hoose,  564 
Final  Registration  of  Voters,  1 1 39 


Hawes,  B^amin 

Driiish  Museum,  311 

New  Houses  of  Parliament,  344,  501,  SOT, 
614 

Poole  Borough,  9S0 
Hay,  Sir  Andrew  Leitb 

Statute  Labour  (Scotland),  BS3 
Heatbcotc,  Gilbert  J. 

Agriculture,  State  of.  156 
Hobhmise,  Sir  J.  C, 

Affaira  of  Spain,  1013 

Dirisions  of  the  House,  565 
Hodgea,  Thomu  Twiaden 

Tiwiea  Commutaiion  (England),  708 
Hope,  Henry  Thomas 
'  Cartow  Election,  438 

Colonel  Bruen,  775, 776 
Bonn  oJBuntUtt,  c.  106 
BtMit$lhelfen,U\^ 

Howiek,  ViKount 

Address,  68 

Carlow  Election,  394 

Disminat  of  Military  Officers,  348,  Ul 

Municipal  Hefom  (Iralsod^  1*75 

Nary  Estimates,  1151 

Orange  Lodges,  148 
Hot,  Batlow 

Fiaberiei  of  England,  304 

Russian  Policy,  643 

Hughes  Hu^ea 
New  House*  of  PariJameat,  500 

Hume,  Joseph 

Aberdeen  Public  Schools,  8S8 
Address— Report— Spain,  136 
Alien  Act  Amendroaot,  313 
Assessed  Taies,  431 
'  Borough  of  Poole,  933 
British  Moseuni,  310 
Carlow  Election,  373,  391,  397 


Harcourt,  George  Granville 
Pensions  Duties  Bill,  735 

Hardinge,  Sir  Henry 

Exchequer  Tithe  Pnicesses,  603 

Municipal  Rerarm  (Ireland),  13G4,  1367 

Navy  Estimates,  1353,  1353 
Hardy,  John 

Address,  87 

Carlow  Election,  S73,  3B0,  388, 390,  445, 
491 

Counsel  (brPri5oners,ll53 

Harvey,  Daniel  Whittle 

Commutation  of  Tithes  Bill,  304,  710 

Flogging  in  tlie  Army,  B9S 

Metropolitan  Railroads,  353,  366 

Railways, fi86.  Ills 
HatherUm,  Lord 

Orange  Lodge*  1399 


Dismissal  of  Military  Offlceri,  845,  351 
Dinsioos  of  the  House,  565 
Divorce  Bills,  386 
Engrossing  Acts  of  Parliamenl,  306 
Eacbaqner  Tithe  Frocasaes,  581 
Fees  to  Officeta  of  the  Uona*,  314,  333 
Final  Re^tialion  of  Voun,  1140 
Flogging  in  tba  Army,  890 
Uoun  of  BustMU,  111 
Light  HeuMs,  166, 1139 
Lord  Sidmonth's  Pennon,  613 
Metropolitan  Railroads,  865 
Muniupal  Connail  of  toAt,  518 
New  Houses  of  ^iliament.  335 
Orange  Lodges,  146,770,803 
Printed  Papers,  373 
Railways,  1115 
Record  Comminioi,  HI 
Shannon  NatigatiOD,  513,  S80 
.  SI.  Pucraa  Pwipg  Bill,  HO 
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Inglis,  Sii  B.  H. 

Commutation  of  Tithei  Bill,  19B,  694 

Diritioos  of  the  Houh,  5W 

Fees  to  Offlcan  of  the  Hoote.  317 

Haw  HoosM  Of  PutiomMit,  W4 

Record  ComrainioD,  561 

Ruin  an  Policy,  657 
IntinttdaHan  of  Vctert,  c  1141>< 

JacksDn,  Mr.  Sergeant 
Boroagh  of  Poon,  936 
Eicheqaer  Hthe  Vncnaan  (Iralaod),  579, 

581,604 
Mnnicipal  Reform  (Iielvid),  1340 
Rmmq  Catholic  Marrii^a,  919. 


Jerris,  John 
Colonel  Braeo,  776 
Record  Comminiaa,  500 
Tlthea  CoramotatloD  (Englaod),  707 

Keaidejr,  John  Hodson 

Feet  to  OBicen  of  the  Hoiue,  317 

New  HoDaeBofPvUai)DeDt,340,341 
K«mp,  Thomae  Read 

New  Pool  Law*,  liae 
Ewtehbiill.  aSr  Edward 

Commutation  of  Tithei  Bill,  209,  69J,  706 

Langton,  Mr.  Gore 

Regivtration  of  Electon,  1133 
Lonsdowne,  Marqueai  of 

Adilie*^20 

AppoiDlmeat  of  Magistrates,  103,753 

National  Education  (Ireland))  2Sl 

Bailroad),  672 

Law,  Hon.  Charles  Evan 
Borough  of  Poole,  934 

LamofUhelfC.  306 

LawBon,  Andrew 
Mi.  Bnckingham's  CompcDatlon,  75B 

Lefrqy,  Mr.  Anthony 

ConsUbuUnr  of  Ireland,  548 
£>c{ieqaer  tithe  Proceuei,  535 
Municipal  Refonn  (IrelaDd),  1319 
Orange  Lodges,  859 

Lebster,  the  Dulce  tt£ 
AAinaaSS 

Liennord,  Thomae  Barrett 

CommntatioB  of  litbea  (£aglandl  606 

Flogging  in  the  Army,  B84 
I>ennox,  Lord  Genrge 

Railways,  679,  087,  \\U,  lltS 

l^hl  Hmuet,  c.  \GG,  11S8 

I'Ondon.t&eBUiipof 
EccleiiaiUcU  Courti  Btf},  073 


Londonderry,  the  MarqiMH  of 

Cailiat  Pmonen  at  Corunna,  Oil 

Civil  War  In  Spain,  313 

Orange  AtiociatlonSjOOl,  987, 1908, 1000     ' 

Railroadi,  071  - 

Lncas,  Edward 

-eoaatebulairoflNliad,  880 
Luahington,  Dr. 

Couiuel  for  Prisoners,  499 

DiTOTCe  Bills,  387  -      - 

Sute  of  the  Haniitins,  490 
Ljnch,  Andrew  H; 

Counsel  for  Prisoners,  498 

Roman  Catholic  Marriages,  910 

Shannon  Nafigation,  877 
Lyndhurst,  Lord 

Ecdetiaslical  Coarti  Coiuolidation  Bill,  339.. 

Mackenzie,  Alexander  Gtewait 

Agricultural  Distress,  1139 
Mackinnon,  Williani  Aloumder 
..  Turnpike  Tails,  1138 
ifaclean,  Donald 
'   AiTaiTs  of  Spain,  989 
'   Poole  Borough,  950 
Hagitfrales,  AppoMtmtitt  ^  L  I77 
Wahon,  Lord 


kail  Tax.  c.  940 
If  Bule,  Hon,  Fox 

Champion,  Case  of  Jane,  94S 

Statute  Labour— Scotland,  884 
Maimtitu,  StaU  fff  the,  e.  S90,  1 140 
Haxwell,  Henry 

Orange  System  (Ireland),  345,  835 

.  Bocieti(^940 

,  Statute  labonr  (ScotlandJ^  884 
Maxwell,  John 
;  Sutute  Labour  (Scotland)^  881 
Melbounie,  Viacount 

Address,  14,  31 
'  .^^cnilural  DisbMi,  531 
'  Appointment  of  MagistraMt,  179 
.  .  —Borough  Magistrates,  739, 

,  Carlist  Prisoners  at  Comnna,  fil3 

Civil  War  in  Spain,  318 

National  Education  (Irrimd),  309 
:  Naw  Poor  Law,  164 

Orange  Lodgat,  934, 1977 

Spain,  531  , 

tfetbinn,  1^1 

!  Cdonel  Brnen,  770 
ISeiropoUtan  Baitraadt,  ■  c,  85% 
Wilet,  William 

:  Registration  of  Volcit,  113S 

Ti^Mworth,  Sir  WiUia«  j 

Orange  Lodges,  811  .V  . 
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Morpeth,  Vuoonnt 

CoDiUbidaiT  of  Iraland,  430 

Eschemin  lltbe  PncetM*  {Ireland),  604 

MoDictpil  Refoitn  (Inludj,  1328 

Poor  La*  (Intand>430 
Municipal  Comtat^Peole,  e.  518 

Btform  (InUad),  Pet.  e.  1301.- 

Coramitlee,  1308 
Hn^irara,  Sir  Bidiard 

Poor  Lawi  (Inland),  330 

Ifa&mal  Eduction  (Ireland),  1. 246. 
JVfW  Htmei  of  ParUamml,  1 145,  c.  234, 

501,  613 
New  Poor  Lawt,  I.  184 

"-   '■       -  ,  Jane  Champion't  Can, 

e.  D43,  Petition  fi'OmLewet,  11S6 

NorfoH,  the  Dnke  of 
National  Edncatiaii  (Irelatbd)  S61 

O'Brien.  William  Smith 

pM»  Law  (Iteland)  239 

Shaanoii  NaTigation,  SIS,  880 
O'ConadI,  John 

Culow  ElectioD,  380,  SSf 
OOnmel],  Dwoid 

Addraw,  91 

Affkin  of  Spain,  074 

Alien  Act  Amendment,  313 

Brnen,  Conduct  of  Col.  779 

Carlow  Election,  376,  233,391,  293,305, 
396,  457,  474 

Conilabulai7  of  Ireland,  53S 

Connsel  for  piitonen, 326,  497, 1149,  1 150,' 
1151,  1153 

Kuenters'  Maihages,  380 

EDgTDHing  Acts  oiPatlianient,  305 

Exchequer,  Tithe  Processes,  582 

Fees  to  Officers  of  the  Home,  330 

Flogging  in  the  Army,  B91 

Hours  oT  Business,  109 

Ligfat-lwuses,  173 

Iaw  oflibel,  306 

Metropolitan  Railroads,  3S4 

OranM  Lodges,  856 

Poor  Laws  (Ireland),  931,  340 

Shannon  Navigation,  413 

CLoghlcD,  Semeant 

Constabalarjr  of  Ireland,  647 

Corporation  Reform  (Ireland),  496, 1019 

EzcMqoer  Hthe  Proceties,  581,587 
Orange  Lodgu,  e.  146>  33X,  779, 1  e6l 

Answer ;  Ibe  Addnn,  c.  B7o,  A  930,  c.  946, 
1. 195B 


Ord,  William 


ofVoleis,lUl 


Pslnwr  Ocooal 
Ckriow  Election,  3» 


Palmenton,  ViKount 

Address,  77 

Hepublio  of  Cracow,  1130 

Russian  Policy,  64S 

Spain,  Report  on  Address,  137, 144,  903 
Parker,  John 

Address,  89 
Pany,  General 

Cartow,  Election,  390 

Ditpnted  Elections,  913 

Floning  in  the  Army,  895 

Lipit-hooses,  1 75 
Palten,  Jolin  Wibon 

Orange  Societies,  833 
PeaacJoMph 

Buckingham's  Compensation,  761 

Light-houses,  176 

Metropolitan  Railroads,  361 
PecheU,  Captain 

Alien  Act  Amendment,  314 

Fisheries  of  England,  304 

Jane  ChampioiTs  case,  943, 946 
Peel,  Sii  Robert 

Addresf,  41 

Affairs  in  Spain,  1005 

Agricnlture,  Stale  of,  158 

Commnlalion  of  Tithes  K1I,  197, 198 

Constabulary  of  Ireland,  543,  551 

Corporation   Reforai  (Ireland)  496,  1050^ 
1103 

Disseuten'  Marriages,  380,  385 

Divisions  of  the  House,  5G4 

DiroTce  Bills,  387 

Hours  of  Business,  112 

Metropolitan  Railroads,  359 

New  HousM  of  Parliament,  343,503,  503 

Orange  Lodges,  854  | 

Railways,  683,  lUB 

Tithes  Commutation  Bill,  716 
Pemberton,  Thomas 

Tithes  CommatatioD,  693,  693 
Potman  t^Lari  Sidntouth,  c.  6l3 

Duties'  Bill,  c.  725 

Perceval,  Colonel 

Borough  of  Poole,  937 
Coustabntary  of  Ireland,  946 
CoaoaelfbrPnsoners,499, 1149, 1150,1151 
Orange  Lodges,  648 
Roman  Catholic  Mani^es,  84S 
Plumtiee,  John  Pamherton 
Agricnlture,  State  of,  17B 
Counsel  for  Prisoneta,  500 

Plunkett,Lord 

Appdintment  of  Magistrates,  183 
,  National  Education  (Ireland),  263,363 

Orange  Lodges,  1389 
Plunkett,  Hon.  Rimdall  Edward 

Orange  Lodges,  8S7,  861 
PoUock,  Sir  Frederic 

Counsel,  for  Prisoners,  493, 1145,  1147 

Oispated  ElectioUf  960 
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Sir  F.  Pollock— confiNtMd 

BagTouing  Aeti  of  PnTliuDenl,  806 

Law  oiUbal,  307 

New  Uoiue*  of  Parliunent,  346 

Poole,  Municipal  Council  of,  517 

^— Borough  offOSO 
Pook,  BoroKgk  of,  c.  920, 950 
Poor  Law  Ireland,  D.  S«6, 489 
.  ~..-~  Lam,  the  nem,L  184, 

Jane  Champion'i  cue,  c,  fil3.  Petition  from 
Lewei,  11 3S 
Potter,  Richard 

Dinuted  Election!,  914 

Bailwayi  Committee,  lllS 

Spain  i  Report  on  Address,  139 
Poults,  John  Sayer 

Affairs  of  Spain,  972 

Buckiosham's  CompeniBlion,  758 

Couuel  for  Prisoners,  499 

Fees  to  Officers  of  the  Bouse,  316 

Intimidation  of  Voters,  1141 
Piaed,  Janes  B. 

Final  RegistrBtion  of  Electors,  1139 
Price,  Samuel  Grore 

Addr«ts— Report — Spain,  lis,    (tea  also 
Appeodix.} 
Pringle,  Alexander 

Aberdeen,  Public  Schools,  867 
PritUed  Papert,  cin 
PrimiKTs  {CarUtt),  at  Corumia,  I.  611 

Railroad;  PeL  I  670,  c.  676,  W7 

Committee  on,  1112 
Rtcord  Commutkm,  c.  651 
H^irm  o/the  Pten,  BWvAngkim,  Pet.  c.  430 
Re^traiiim  of  Voters,  c.  166,  ]  132 

— —  Biftht,  ^.  867 

Beid,SirJ.a. 

Bailroeds, 


JZepufific  of  CracOK,  c.  Il29 
Richards,  John 

Fees  to  Officers  of  the  House,  339 
Richmond,  the  Duke  of 

BrigtitOQ  Msgistratei,  1105 
Ridley,  Sir  Matthew  White 

Commutation  of  Tithes  (England),  ( 
Ripon,  Earl  of 

Appbinimenu  of  Magistrates,  750 
Robinaon,  George  Richard 

BuckiDgfaam's  CompensstioD,  760 

CbtIow  Election,  495 

Fees  to  Officers  of  the  House,219 

rioggiog  in  the  Army,  888 

Hours  of  Business,  110 

I^t  Homes,  174 
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Roche,  William 

Constabulary  of  Ireland,  550 
Roden,  theEarlof 

National  Edncation  (Ireland^  246,370    - 

Oiange  Lodges,  1384 
Roebuck,  John  Arthur 

Agricnlture  State  of,  156 

Alien  Act  Amendment,  210 

Buckingham's  Compensation,  759 

Canada,  389 

Carlow  Election,  383,  299 

Disputed  Elections,  912 

Flogging  in  the  Army,  894 

New  Houses  of  Parliament,  344 

Russian  Policy,  €69 

State  of  the  Mauritius,  390,  438 
Roman  Calholic  Marriagetflrdand J,  $19 
Russell,  Lord  John 

Address,  56 

Agricultural-state  of,  147 

Alien  Act  Amendment,  210,  213 

Bruen,  Col.,  his  Defence,  771 

Carlow  Election,  273,390,  494 

Commutation  of  Tithes  Bill,  185, 197, 198, 
208,  310 

Constabulary  of  Ireland,  540 

Divorce  Bills,  368 

Engrossing  Acta  of  Parliament,  306 

Hours  of  Business,  109 

Metropolitan  Railroads,  365 

Nary  Estimates,  1353 

Orange  Lodges,  830,  B53^Aniwei  to  Ad- 
dress, 870,  947 

Pool,  Borougl^  050 

Record  Commission,  561,  564 

Registration  of  Births,  Sec.,  367,  380, 385 

Tithes  CommoUtion,  691, 694,  695,  731 
Rmiian  PoUcy,  e,  614. 
Rutland,  Duke  of 

Agricaltural  Distress,  1357 

Salisbury,  Marquesi  of 

Magistrates'  AppoinlmeDt,  177, 183,  75t 
Sandoo,  Viscount 

Aberdeen,  Public  Schools,  868 

British  Museum,  311 

Carlow  Election,  490,  491 

Light  Houses,  175 

New  Houses  of  Parliament,  50B 

Railways,  G76,  679 

Committee,  list 

Rnssian  Policy,  659 
Scarlett,  Hon.  Robert  Campbell 

Borough  of  Poole,  936 

Carlow  Election,  489 

Dismissal  of  Military  Officen,  349 

Exchequer  Tithe  Processes  (Ireland)^  600 

Poor  Laws  (Ireland),  333 
Scbolefield,  Joshua 

Reform  of  the  Peers,  Biimiogliam  Pel.  441 
Scotch  Lav  AmsmtmiU,  c.  914 
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Scrope,  PouleU 

Poor  Uw  (InUadX  43S 
ShMuum  Navigatum.  c.  £03,  878 

Sharpe,  Gencrsl 
Flogging  ID  the  ktaf,  BSB 

Sbaw,  Frederic 
Addr«M,102 

Coostabnliry  of  iTchnd,  540, 550    : 
Ligbt  HouMi,  ITS 
Onnse  Lodgei,  85B 
Foot  Xawt  (iTcland),  390 
Roman  Catholic  Maniagu,  tM 

Shell,  Richard  Lolor 
Cartow  Election,  399 
Esdiequei  Htbe  ProoMMt  (IreUnd),  565, 

606 
Monicipal  Corp.  (Inland),  1097 

Sibthorpe,  Colonel 
Addmi,  91 

Agrienllnn,  State  of,155 
Corpomtioiu  Aot  Amendment,  165 
Feet  (o  OOcen  of  the  Houwi,  334 
Floaing  io  the  Armjr,  691 
Railway*,  679, 1114 
Smith,  Robert  Vcnoii 
Mr.  Bnckioghon's  C(»BpeMatira,  T59 

Solidtor-General,  Uie 


Covnaal  (m  PriKmer*,  1146 
EngTOuiug  Act)  of  Parliament,  305 
Somenet,  Lord  GrasWUe 

Railways,  681,  IISS 
j^xuR— Report  on  Address,  tl6 
—  Marqueu   of   Londonderry's  Quesdon,' 
S30 
Spe&kerthe  (Ru  Hon.  J.  Abercromhy) 
Calling  lo  Order,  Hr.  Rearsley,  241— Mr. 
CConnell,  277—292,   287— Mr.  Hardy, 
390 — Mr.  Scarlett,  474 
Colonel  Bruen's  Defence,  771,  772 
Printed  Papers,  973 
l^pee<A,ih»King%Ll. 

Stanley,  Lord 
Address,  63 
Carlow  £tectio[i,293 

Municipal  Corporations  (Ireland),! 090^  1097 
New  Uousei  of  Parliainent,  S06 
Orange  Lodges,  B50 
Railways  Committee,  1116 


Slatutet,  Promulgation  of,  L  176 
Statute  Labour,  (Scxalamt)  c.  88i 
SL  Pancras  Paving  BUI,  c.  9S9 
Stewart,  Patrick  Maxnell 
"■•"^n  Policy,  666 


8tnn|;£citd,  Vucoont 
Brighton  M^trates,  1109 
StricUand,  Sir  GeorgB 

Counsel  for  Piisonen,  1153 

Railwqrs  Committee,  11 15 

Remuneration  to  Medical  Hen  atloqiiMti, 
1136 
Stuart,  Lord  Dudley 

Addreai,  74 

Alien  Act  Amendment,  313 

Rtusian  Policy,  614,  669 
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SESSION    1835. 


HANSARD'S 

PARLIAMENTARY    DEBATES 

;for  Session    1835, 

Ii  now  Publiihed  complete,  in 

FIVE  LARGE  ROYAL  OCTAVO  VOLUMES, 
P  B  X  O  E  £7  :   16   :   O 

%*  Tbe  Index  oaually  appended  to  thU  Work,  not  affording  that  ready  and 
certun  reference  which  is  r^uired  in  a  hurried  leaearch,  the  Conductors  have 
deemed  it  expedient  to  alter  entirely  ita  form  and  arrangement — and  an  Index  to 
the  whole  Seauon,  upon  an  enlarged  and  simple  plan,  is  gina  with  the  lagt 
Volame. 

In  futnic  every  Volame  of  every  ancceeding  Session  will  contain  an  Index  npon 
the  plan  of  that  now  presented  to  the  Public,  and  the  last  Vdnme  will  contain  not 
only  ita  own  Index,  but  those  of  all  the  preceding  Volumes,  and  upon  the  back 
will  be  imprinted,  the  word  INDEX  pointing  out  the  Volume  to  be  referred  to,  in 
order  to  find  with  moat  certainty  any  required  subject  in  that  SetsioD. 

A   GENERAL   INDEX 

To  Iba  Pint  Sixty-Six  Volumea  of  HANSARD'S  DEBATES  ii  nUo  ready,  complete 
IN  ONE  VOLUME,  PRICE  £4:4:0. 

Part  I.  of  Vol.  XXXII.  Session   1836 

is  also  now  Publiahed,  and  may  be  had  of  all  Booksellen.     Tbe  Parts  may  be  sent 
into  the  Country  periodically  by  the  Booksellen'  parcels,  free  of  cost. 


HOWELL'S 
STATE      TRIALS. 


'  SlNCK  'tis  observable  that  the  best  and  bravest  of  mBtikiud  itre  Far  from  being  esempted 
from  Criminal  Pro^ecutionit,  and  that  potent  malice,  or  prevailing  faction,  have  too  often 
attempted  the  most  consummate  merit;  thut  Learning  which  shews  how  life,  honour,  and 
innocence  are  to  he  defended,  when  they  shiiU  happen  to  he  injuriouslj  attack'd,  wiU  not  'tb 
presum'd,  be  thought  inferior  to  that,  which  instructs  us  how  to  defend  our  less  important 
rights. — And  as  the  Common  Law  is  nothing  else  but  immemorial  Custom,  and  the  custom 
and  methods  of  Trial,  and  bringing  offenders  to  Punishment,  is  no  inconsiderable  branch  of 
that  law ;  and  nnce  these,  as  other  Customs,  are  onlj  to  be  collected  from  farmer  Precedents 
'tis  something  strange,  that  amongst  the  numerous  Authors  of  Reports  and  Institutes,  not  one 
has  hitherto  thought  fit  to  moke  any  considerable  Collection  of  this  kind,  or  thorowlv  to 
methodize  or  digest  this  sort  of  Learning:  nor  can  any  piobahle  reason  be  ossign'd  for  this 
neglect,  unless  they  have  been  deterr'd  by  the  vast  trouble  and  expence  it  must  have  been  to 
any  private  undert^er. — As  to  the  Crown  Law  olreudy  extant,  'tis  so  far  from  being  a  comtilcat 
Direction,  even  in  the  most  ordinary  Trials,  that  it  affords  little  mora  than  some  imperfect 
Hints  of  what  the  Authors  intended.  And  as  to  the  Doctrine  of  Impeachments,  Trials  of 
Peers  by  Commission,  or  in  Parliament,  Bills  of  Attainder,  and  the  Ciutoms  agd  Usage  of  \ 
Parliaments,  in  relation  to  these  Matters:  this  is  a  Learning  that  remains  entirely  untouch'd, 
and  is  only  to  be  collected  from  Precedents  of  this  nature, 

*  The  Undertakers  of  this  work  therefore  have  spar'd  no  pains  or  expence  to  procare  what- 
ever is  valuable  of  this  kind :  they  have  had  recourse  to  every  library  public  and  private,  where 
they  had  intimation  there  was  any  thing  worth  inserting;  and  they  have  for  some  time  riuce 
offe/d  large  encouragement  to  those  who  should  contribute  either  Manuscripts  or  printed  Trials, 
towards  rendering  the  Design  compleat.  And  having  at  length  finish'd  theit  Collection,  they 
have  added  a  Table  to  the  whole,  wherein  all  the  various  Learning  the  Work  contains  is 
reduc'd  under  proper  Heads.  And  that  which  before  lay  dispers'd  in  many  Volumes,  very 
difficult  to  be  obtain'd,  and  several  valuable  Manuscripts  that  have  been  perfectly  buried  in 
private  hands,  are  here  brought  to  light;  and  so  dispos'd,  that  the  studious  Reader  may  make 
himself  master  of  the  subject,  with  much  less  labour  and  expence  than  has  hitherto  been 
requisite. 

'  And  as  to  the  Manuscripts,  such  core  has  been  taken  to  avoid  all  mistakes,  that  tbe 
Judges  and  Counsel,  who  were  concem'd  in  luch  Trials,  and  are  still  living,  have  been  attended 
with  their  respective  Arguments,  and  have  been  pleased  so  far  to  encourage  the  Undertaking,  as 
to  correct  whatever  was  amiss. 

'  As  to  any  Partiality  in  this  Undertaking,  it  seems  almost  needless  to  disclaim  it ;  for  the 
Reader  has  the  Evidence  and  Arguments  entire,  without  any  alteration  or  diminution.  It  is 
true,  as  it  falls  out  in  History,  so  it  will  do  here :  the  farther  we  search  into  Antiquity,  and 
the  higher  we  eo,  the  less  perfect  will  our  Accounts  be;  tbe  same  exactnets  cannot  be  expected 
there  as  in  Tnols  of  a  more  modem  date:  but  thus  much  may  he  said  for  the  more  antient 
Trials,  that  they  are  the  most  perfect  and  oompleat  that  could  possibly  be  piocuT'd. — We  shall 
detain  the  Reader  no  longer  than  to  observe,  that  this  Ci^ection  wiU  not  only  be  useful  to  the 
Learned  in  the  Law,  and  to  those  whose  misforEune  it  may  be  to  fall  under  a  criminal  Prose- 
cution, but  in  many  instances  it  corrects  as  well  a*  illustrates  our  English  History :  and  there 
is  scarce  a  controverted  point  m  Divinity  or  Politics,  but  the  Reader  will  find  has  been  fully 
debated  here  by  the  greatent  men  our  nation  has  bred.  And  if  Justness  of  Argument  and  true 
Eloquence  have  any  attraction,  and  these  are  talents  worth  improving,  here  will  be  found  the 
greatest  collection  of  fine  Speeches,  and  Arguments,  on  the  most  important  lulgects,  that  have 
hitherto  been  exhibited  to  the  world.' — OtdPrrface. — Edilion  of  1710,  »»  4  voii.foUo. 

If  this  could  be  sud  of  4  vols  folio,  how  much  more  can  be  said  of  34  vols,  royal  8vo. 

The  price  of  this  interesting  historical  collection  is  reduced  to  £  16  \6t. 


BALDWIN    AND    CRADOCK  ;    AND    T.  C.    HANSARD. 
STp  t  .      --      ■  --  -■  ■     »<S 


HANSARD'S 

PARLIAMENTARY 

HISTORY    AND    DEBATES. 


The  high  terms  of  commendatHm  in  wfaich  thu  work  hu  been  ao  ofteo  mentiuaed  thil 
Session  by  the  leading  Spesler*  of  ■□  parties  cmuM  but  have  ymmi  s  MHiree  of  high 
f^tification  to  its  conductor  nid  all  aiicialed  with  him  in  hii  anboiu  undertaking;  and 
Ma.  Hansard  now  most  recpectfuUjr  rettinu  hii  Metre  tJunlu  to  thoae  Memben  of  both 
Houses  who  have  approved,  faj  ward  and  bjr  deed,  the  fidelitjr  and  aceunef  of  their  reporti. 

The  new  arraugements  for  puUidiiDg  rEBUDlCALLT,  viz.,  in  Pttt<  at  intcrrali  of  a 
f  oittlf(At>  appear,  as  far  as  tried,  to  have  pwta  gfiatal  sadi^Ktioi^— the  Bubactiber  thus 
reonving  the  earlier  portions  of  the  ddatet  neariy  a  month  before  the  publication  of  the 
voliune; — and  tbeae  Pahts  are  delirered  hy  any  bodueller  in  town,  or  WUt  into  the  country 
with  the  Magazines,  tree  nf  expense. 

The  naw  tumngententA  bare  alM  onahlid  tlie  conductor  to  \eep  as  nearly  with  the  debates 
in  tbe  Houses  as  is  connstent  with  authentic  rerisibn, — and  Mr.  HAKiASn  again  aiiurat  hU 
Subecriben  that  the  short  deby  that  does  take  place,  does  not  arise  from  any  defect  in  hU 
ammgeineDts  in  the  editorial  or  printing  dcpartaienti,  but  solely  from  the  tins  incvititbly 
consumed  in  obtaining  revision  from  'Ac  bett  loitrcei. 

Although  no  one  reporter  attends  the  Houses  exdytioelg  for  HANBARD'a  Pahlia- 
MBNTABY  Desates,  yet  there  are  nwniv  in  either  House  whose  awiitanco  ii  fngagedj  and 
who  are  almys  ready  to  Kcevre  commands  for  the  worii. 


.    THE  PARLIAMENTARY  HISTORY 

was  commenced  in  the  year  1803,  under  the  editorial  management  of  sentlcmcn  now  walU 
known  to  the  literary  Public,  and  was  imdertaken  at  the  lolicitstion  of  the  Statesmen  and 
Parliamentary  (lentlemen  of  the  day,  who  felt  teriouily  the  want  of  an  arranged  and  uniform 
Digest  of  the  Parliamentary  Hiitcny  of  the  country.  Before  this  time,  the  constitutional 
enquirer  had  to  undergo  the  fatigue  of  consulting  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  Rtty  ponderous 
and  desultory  volumes.  That  this  publication  fully  answered  its  purpose  is  proved  by  the  fact 
that  these  works  are  no  longer  to  be  found,  save  in  the  forgotten  corners  ot  soma  vast  library, 
while  the  Parliakzntary  History  occupies  a  prominent  place  in  the  librarlH  of  the 
Houses  of  Lords  and  Cmnmons,  in  bU  ptihlic  and  in  most  large  private  libraries. 
In  this  work  will  be  found  embodied,  divested  of  their  extraneous  matter,— 

Tha  FiriiamBiitirj  or  Conatitutionsl  HiitOTf .  14  vol*. 

Sir  Simond  D'Ewes'  Jouiuil  of  Qaeen  Eliiabeth'i  Pmrliiment. 

DsbsCsa  tif  tbe  Caminoat  ia  16Z0  tad  1611,  from  tlie  MS.  of  s  Mambar,  found  io  ths  Library  of  Qomb's 

Callage,  Oxfoid. 
Clundlei  snd  Timherland's  Debates,  iS  vols. 


M'NtKCKirT   Volume   or   DisitTis   in  the   Houie   or  Ldrdi  in  ins  mand-wkitiho  or  Da.  SicKsm, 
AacMSisBor  or  Ciiiitusunr,  fully  vindicsWt  the  intv^ly  of  tha  9*g«,  uid  st  ths  snu  tiai*  lapplic* 
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